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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  THIRD  8ESW0N  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THI^  CITY  OP 
PHaADELPHtA,  MONDAT,  DECEMBER  8,  1798. 


Monday,  December  3, 1798. 

This  being  the  day  appoioted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  anaaal  meeting  of  Congress,  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
assembled  in  their  Chamber. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  members 
present : 

From  New  iliu^c/ttra.-— Abibl  FobtabWo^a: 

THAN  FrBBHAH,  WtLLlAH  GoaOOH,  ^DwdErELfefl'. 
SPBAaUB.  - 

F)rom  Mmoclkuctfte.— DwisHT  FoaTER,aaati-^ 
DEL  Ltmah,  Harbiboh  G.  Otis,  Gbo.  That^bb^' 
JoBBpa  B.  Vabnuh,  and  Pelbq  Wadbwostb.  .. . 

/Vom  Rhode  JSrfamZ.— Thouab  Tiu.iMbHl8Ti' 

From.  Omn«c<tcut.— SAMDBLW.DAMA,OmnHt> 
CBT  Goodrich,  and  Roqbr  Qribwold. 

From  fkw  Vorft.— Oatid  Bbookb,  Hbnry 
Glbm,  Jonathan  N.  Havbhb,  and  Hbzbeiab  L. 
Hobhbr. 

From  Nffva  Ji»«ey.^JoKATBAN  Datton,  (the 
Speaker.) 

From  Petaaylvcmia. — DavidBard,  John  Chap- 
man, William  Fimdlbt,  Albbbt  Gallatin,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Blaih  McClbnacban,  and  Ricbabd 
Thouas. 

F^rom  Maryland. — Gborgb  Dent. 

F\om  Virginia. — ^John  Clopton,  John  Daw- 
son, David  Holmbs,  Jahbs  MAeBiB,and  Daniel 
Morgan. 

fVom  NarUi  Cbroltna.— BIattbew  Locke,  Na- 
thaniel BSaoon,  and  Ricbarb  Stanford. 

JVom  TbnuMK.— WiLUAM  Cbarum  Cole 
C1.AIBOBHE. 

Pnm  6!eor:gm— Abrabah  Baldwin. 

Three  new  members,  to  wit:  Joratban  Bbacb, 
returned  to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  for 
Connecticut,  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Colt,  de- 
ceased ;  Robbst  Walh,  returned  to  serve  as  a 
member  for  Peansylvania,  in  the  room  of  John 
Swanwick,  deceased ;  and  Joseph  Egoleston,  re- 
tomed  to  serve  as  a  member  for  Virginia,  in  the 
room  of  William  B.  Giles,  who  has  resided  his 
seat ;  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  tittle  after  12  o'clock  the  Speaeeh  of  the 
House  took  his  Chair,  the  names  of  all  the  mem- 
bers were  called  over  by  the  Clerk,  and  there  ap- 
pearing only  forty  present,  (fourteen  short  of  a 
qaorum,)  a  motion  was  made  to  ac^ttrn,  and  the 
SihCoN.— 77 


House  adjonmed  accordingly  till  lo-morrow  at  11 

o'clock. 


Tdesdav,  December  4. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mas8ft> 
chusetis,  Stephen  Bullock;  from  New  Jersey, 
James  H..  I^ivat  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  John 
WiLftirs  Kj3>r^AA ;  from  Maryland,  George  Babr, 
^Tr., lyV^LLilikX^AiK,  and  Samdel  Smith;  from 
Virgitu^^^NTHONT  New,  Abram  Trioo,  John 
:TidG0i  and  Abraham  Venable  ;  from  North  Ca- 
^Boliba,* THOMAS  Blount;  and  from  South  Caro- 
:Una;.WiLtilM  Smith;  appeared  aad  took  their 
litta^s'i  i£  ^e^House. 

'  'A  new  member,  to  wit:  Robert  Brown,  re- 
turoed  to  serve  io  this  House  as  a  member  for 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  of  Samud  Sitgreavei, 
appointed  a  Commissioner  of  the  United  States 
nndor  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  with  Great  Britain, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Bnt  a  quorum  of  the  whole  number  not  being 
present,  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Isaac  Parkeb,  John  Reed,  Samdbl 
Sbwall,  and  Wiluam  Sbepard  ;  from  Connec- 
ticut, Natbahisl  Smith:  from  New  York, Lu- 
cas Elmbmdorf,  John  E.  Van  Albn,  and  Jobn 
Williams;  from  New  Jersey,  Jambs  Sobdrb- 
man  :  aad  from  South  Carolina,  Robert  Good- 
lob  Harper  and  Jobn  Rotlsdgb,  Jr.,  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

And  a  quorum  consistiog  of  a  majority  of  the. 
whole  number,  being  present, 

The  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the 
act,  oititled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and 
manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,"  was  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  following  new 
members,  to  wit:  Jonathan  Brace, ■  Robert 
Brown.  Robert  WALN,aQd  Jobepb  Eoglbbtoh. 
who  took  their  seats  in  the  Honse  on  the  third 
and  fourth  instant. 

Ordcrtd.  That  a  message  be  sent  to  tke  SeBRte 
to  isfcffm  them  that  a  qaorum  of  this  HiHiae  ia  a»> 
aenUded,  ftad  ready  10  proeted  to  baaiwai. 
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Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Elections  be 
appointed,  pursuaot  to  the  standing  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  House. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Var- 
MDM,  Mr.  Goodrich,  Mr.  Johh  WtLUAHS,  Mr. 
KiTTERA,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  New,  and  Mr.  Baldwin. 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  moved  the  usual  resolutions  for 
supplying  the  members  with  three  daily  newspa- 
pers, at  their  respective  lodgings. 

Mr.  Macon  inquired  whether,  by  twuo/,  was 
meant  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  session, 
which  authorized  members  to  be  served  with  any 
three  papers  published  on  the  Continent,  or  that 
formerly  passed,  which  had  reference  only  to  pa- 

Eers  printed  in  this  city?  If  the  former  was  meant, 
e  should  be  opposed  to  it;  but  if  the  latter,  he 
wished  it  to  pass. 

Mr.  EiTTERA  obserrine  that  it  was  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  confined  to  the  city  papers,  it 
passed  without  objection. 

No  other  business  being  before  the  House,  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjqum.    .  .  . 

,   

•  •  •  >  •»«  . 

Thursday,  December  6.   ,-.  ;    ,  .■ 

Several  others  members,  to  wit:  fraqoTM^^;; 
chusetts,  Bailey  Bartlbtt;  from  VermQol,  Lbv[; 
IB  R.  Morris;  from  Pennsylvania/  i4>(BftEii(: 
Qrbgq  and  JoBBPB  Heister  ;  from*  Msnyfa'nd,' 
Richard  Sprioo;  and  from  Virginia,  John  Ni- 
cholas; appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  number  of  members 
required  by  the  Constitution  to  do  business  were 
present;  that  they  had  appointed,  in  the  absence 
of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Ladrancb, 
President  pro  tempore,  and  that  they  were  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  quorums  of  both  Houses 
beioff  assembled,  he  believed  the  next  stepought  to 
be  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  inform  him  that 
they  are  ready  to  receive  any  communications 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  make  to  them.  He, 
therefore,  made  the  usual  motion,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Venable,  and  Har- 
pbr,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announced  the  ap- 
pointment of  Messrs.  Rbad  and  Painb^  as  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  to  join  the  committee  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  the  Preai- 
d«Dt. 

The  joint  committee  waited  upon  the  Presi- 
dent accordingly,  and  after  some  time,  Mr.  Dana 
raported  to  the  House,  that  the  committee  had 
performed  the  business  assigned  them;  that  the 
President  had  signified  his  intention  of  making 
a  communication  to  both  Houses  in  the  Repre- 
•entatires'  Chamber,  on  Saturday,  at  12  o'clock ; 
and  that  he  also  added,  his  preseat  indiqiouiioB 


was  the  cause  of  his  postponing  the  communica- 
tion till  that  time. 

Mr.  Dent  having  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday,  and  the 
motion  being  concurred  in,  another  was  made  to 
adjourn,  and  the  House  adjourned  accordingly. 


Saturday,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Connecti- 
cut, William  Edmond;  from  Maryland,  Johh 
Dennis  and  William  Hindhan;  and  from  Vir- 
ginia, Thomas  Evans  and  Walter  Jones,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  having  been  called  to  order,  and 
the  Journal  read,  the  Speaker  observed  that  the 
hour  was  nearly  arrived  at  which  the  President 
had  proposed  to  make  his  communtcations  to  both 
Houseis  and  read  a  resolution  which  was  usuatlj 
entered  into  on  such  occasions,  informing  the  3en> 
ate  that  this  House  is  formed,  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  which  the  President  may 
be  pleased  to,make  to  them.  The  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  a  message  having  been  sent  to  the 
Sopal;  therewith,  the  members  soon  after  entered 
.lUd  ttt:q>*Qie  places  pre^red  for  them. 

*  AVWetVe  o'clock,  Lieutenant  General  Wash- 
^nU^^h,  with  his  Secretary.  Colonel  Lear,  Major 
'Clen^'ais  Pincenby  and  Hamilton,  entered  the 
Hall,  and  took  their  places  on  the  right  of  the 
^BAfctR's  Chair.  The  British  and  Portuguese 
tvAnisters,  and  the  British  and  Danish  Consuls, 
with  their  Secretaries,  had  their  places  assigned 
them  on  the  left  of  the  Chair. 

PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

A  few  minutes  after  IS,  the  Prbsidbnt  op  the 
United  States,  accompanied  by  his  Secretary, 
and  the  Heads  of  the  several  Departments  of  the 
Government,  appeared.  The  President  having 
taken  his  seat,  and  the  officers  of  Government 
theirs,  near  the  general  oflicers,  be  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  two  Houses  as  follows: 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Bouee  of  tt^etentatioee 
While  with  reverence  and  resignation  we  contem- 
plate the  dispensstioiu  of  Divine  Providence,  in  the 
aJanning  and  destmctive  pestilence  with  which  several 
of  oar  cities  and  towns  have  been  visited,  there  is  cause 
for  gratitude  and  motusl  congratulations  that  the  mala* 
dy  has  disapmaredy  and  ttnt  we  an  again  pwinitted 
to  assemble  m  ttSsty  at  Ae  seat  of  Government,  tn  the 
discharge  of  our  imptvtant  duties.  Bat,  when  we  re- 
flect that  this  btal  disorder  has,  within  a  ftw  yean, 
made  repeated  ravages  in  some  of  oar  principal  we&parta, 
and  with  increased  malignancy ;  and,  whm  we  consi- 
der the  magnitude  of  the  evils  aiiung  from  the  inter- 
ruption of  public  and  private  business,  whereby  the  na- 
tional interests  are  dse[^y  afiected,  I  think  it  my  du^ 
to  invite  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  to  Qjiamiue  the 
expedient  of  estaUishing  suitable  regulatbns  in  aid 
of  the  healUi  laws  of  the  respective  Stales;  for,  these 
bung  fbrmed  on  the  idea  that  coDtagions  sickness  tomj 
be  communiested  through  the  channels  of  commei-ce, 
there  seems  to  be  a  necessity  that  Congress,  who  slc>ne 
can  regulate  trade,  shouM  fiame  s  mtem  whidi,  wUile 
it  may  tend  to  ptasirve  tte  general  hedOi,  mi^  be  ec|» 
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pttiUa  with  the  tntereata  of  commerce  tod  the  n&ty 
of  th«  reTenoe. 

While  we  think  on  din  calami^,  and  «ympethtw 
with  the  immediate  mtbim,  we  have  abandant  reason 
to  preaent  to  the  Sapreme  Being  our  annual  eolation* 
of  gratitiide  for  a  Utmral  participation  in  the  ordinary 
bkMingi  of  Hia  Providence.  To  the  oautl  rabjecta  of 
giatitnde,  I  cannot  dmit  to  add  one  of  the  fint  import- 
ance to  oar  wdl  being  and  aaAtj :  I  mean  that  apirit 
«4uch  haa  ariaen  in  ma  eooatiy  againat  the  menaoea 
and  aggwiMon  oi  a  Ibreign  utiiid.  A  manly  aenae  of 
natiooal  honor,  dignti^,  ud  ind^Mudenee.  haa  qipear- 
ed,  which,  if  euoomaged  and  invigorated  by  every 
bnudi  of  the  Government,  will  enable  Da  to  view,  nn- 
diamayed,  the  enterpriaes  erf*  any  foreign  Power,  and 
bMome  the  rare  fonodalion  of  national  prosperity  and 


course  of  the  tranactuna  in  relation  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  France,  whidi  bsv«  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge during  your  recess,  will  be  made  the  aulject  of  a 
Aitnre  communication.  That  communication  will  con< 
firm  the  ultimate  failure  of  ttie  measures  whidi  have 
been  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards an  amicable  adjustment  of  differences  with  that 
Power.  Ton  will,  at  the  same  time,  perceive  that  the 
Fmidi  Government  appears  solidtoas  to  impi^^n 
opioMm  that  it  is  averse  to  the  rupture  with'iWcotkn- 
try,  and  that  It  haa,  in  a  qnalined  maniAr,  rf^ared 
Hadf  wiffing  to  receive  a  Minister  from  the  Vtfle^ 
Statea,  for  the  purpooe  of  restoring  a  good  underaUad-  F 
ing.  It  is  unfortunate  tot  professions  of  this  kjtid^t^t ' 
they  should  be  eipresaed  In  terms  which  may  amnt^V*  ^ 
ance  the  inadmissible  pretension  of  a  right  to  jtoseiibe* 
the  qualifications  whica  a  Minister  of  the  United  States 
should  posaeaa ;  and  that  while  France  is  asserting  the 
eiiatence  of  a  diiposition,  on  her  part,  to  condliate 
with  nncetity  the  diflerences  wliich  have  arisen,  the 
nncari^  <^a  like  diq>osition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Statea,  of  whudi  so  many  demonstratiTe  proc^  buive 
been  given,  should  even  be  indirecdy  questioned.  It 
is  also  worthy  <tf  observation  that  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
rectory, alleged  to  be  intended  to  lestraiQ  the  depreda- 
tions of  French  cruisers  on  onrcommerce,has  not  given, 
and  cannot  give,  any  relief;  it  enjoins  them  to  conform 
to  all  the  laws  of  France  relative  to  cruising  and  prizes, 
while  these  laws  are  themselves  the  sources  of  the  de- 
medation  of  which  we  have  so  long,  so  justly,  and  so 
ttuUleaily  complained. 

ThB  law  of  Prance  enacted  in  January  last,  which 
aolmets  to  capture  and  cmkleDUiation  neatiml  vesseb 
•nd  their  cargoes  if  any  portion  of  the  latter  are  of 
British  fobric  or  produce,  altbongh  the  entire  property 
bdongs  to  neotnis,  instead  of  being  rescinded,  bu 
lately  received  a  confiimstion,  by  the  fiiilure  of  a  pro- 
pofltkm  for  its  repeal.  While  this  law,  which  is  an 
oneqnivocal  act  of  war  on  the  commerce  of  tlie  nations 
it  attacks,  continues  in  force,  those  nations  can  see  in 
the  French  Government  only  a  Power  regardless  of 
Amr  aaaential  rights,  of  Uteir  independence  and  sover- 
lagnty ;  and,  if  &ey  possess  the  means,  they  can  recon- 
cSe  nothing  with  their  interests  and  honor  but  a  firm 
reastance. 

Hidieito,  therefore,  nolhmg  is  Asooverable  in  the 
condoct  of  France  wUch  ought  to  diaoge  or  rdaz  our 
mnmnn  of  defence ;  on  the  oontrary,  to  extend 
and  invigorate  them,  is  our  true  p<dicy.  We  have 
no  reason  to  regret  that  theae  measures  have  been  thus 
6r  adopted  and  pmaoed  ;  and,  in  pn^rlion  as  we  en- 
Inga  omr  view  of  the  poftentev  and  incateulabte  aita- 


ation  of  Europe,  we  AM  diaoover  new  and  oogent  mo- 
tives for  the  Kill  devdopment  of  oar  energy  and  ra- 
sources. 

But,  in  demonstrating  by  our  cmdocttfiat  we  do  net 
fear  war,  in  the  neoeasary  protection  of  oar  rights  and 
honor,  we  shall  give  no  room  to  infer  that  we  abandon 
the  deaire  of  peace.  An  efficient  preparation  for  war 
can  alone  insure  peace.  It  is  peace  that  we  have  uni- 
formly and  peneveringly  cultivated,  and  harmooy  be- 
tween us  and  France  may  be  reattned  at  her  option. 
But  to  send  anoUier  Mniisier,  without  nme  dsttrmto- 
ala  aawMKsa  duA  he  would  be  leeeived,  woald  be  aa 
actcfhtudliatimtowbidi  dia  United  States  ooght  not 
to  submit  It  must,  therefore,  be  left  to  Prance,  if  she 
is  indeed  dearous  of  accommodation,  to  take  the  requis- 
ite stops.  The  United  States  will  steadily  observe  the 
maxims  by  which  they  tiave  tiitherto  been  governed. 
They  vrill  respect  the  sacred  rights  of  embasqr.  And 
with  a  sincere  diqmsition  on  the  pert  of  France  to  desist 
from  hostility,  to  make  rqwration  for  the  injuries  here- 
tofore infiieled  on  our  commerce,  and  to  do  justice  in  fu- 
ture, then  will  be  no  obstacle  to  the  restoration  of  a 
friendly  intereoune.  In  maUogto  jon  thia  dadantion, 
I  give  a  pledge  to  France  and  to  the  worid  that  dte  Ex* 
pcqti^  antho^ty  this  country'  still  adheres  to  tb»  hn- 
.malvratid-jiBM&clpoHcy  whid)  has  invariably  governed 
its  proeeedihgsr  m  conformity  with  the  wishes  (rf  the 
other  brvM^es  of  the  Government  and  of  Ihe  people  of 
Umfled  Stitea.  But  cMindering  the  late  manifesta- 
thtnu-oiBtir  poU^  towards  foreign  nations,  I  dem  it  a 
dut^.d^Ub^'iely  and  solemnly  to  declare  my  opinion, 
tiiB^/.v^etBar  we  negotiate  with  her  or  not,  vigorous 
I»4paiyiims*forwarwi]l  be  alike  indispensable.  These 
alone  will  j^ve  to  na  an  equal  tieaty,  and  inaore  Hi  ob> 
servanoe. 

Among  the  measures  of  preparation  which  appear 
expedient,  I  take  the  liberty  to  recall  your  attentim  to 
the  Naval  Establishment  The  beneficial  eflects  of  the 
small  naval  armament  provided  under  the  acts  of  the 
last  session,  are  known  and  acknowledged.  Perhaps 
no  ooontry  ever  experiaiiced  more  sodden  and  remarka- 
ble advantages  from  any  measure  of  policy  than  we  have  - 
derived  from  the  arming  for  our  maritkne  protection  and 
defence.  We  ought,  without  km  of  time,  to  lay  the  - 
foandatiMi  for  an  increase  of  ourNavy  toauasoflident 
to  guard  our  coast,  and  protectour  trade.  Such  anani 
force,  as  it  is  douMleis  in  the  power  d&e  United  States 
to  create  and  maintain,  would  also  afford  to  them  the ' 
beat  means  of  general  defence,  the  safe  transportation  of 
troops  and  stores  to  every  part  of  our  extenrive  coast. 
To  accomplish  this  important  object,  a  prudent  foresight 
requires  that  systematical  measures  be  adopted  for  pro- 
curing, at  an  limes,  the  requisite  timber  and  other  sup* 
plies.  In'what  manner  ttiis  diall  be  dime,  I  leave  to 
your  consideration. 

I  will  now  advol,  gendemen,  to  Mune  maltaraof  leai 
mmnrat,  bat  proper  to  be  eommunleated  to  the  National 
Legidatoie. 

After  the  Spanish  garrisons  had  evacuated  thejposti 
they  occupied  at  the  Nalchex  and  Walnut  Hills,  the  Com- 
missioner of  die  United  States  commenced  Us  observa- 
tioni  to  ascertain  the  point,  near  the  Minssippi,  which 
terminated  tlft  northernmost  part  of  the  lhir^-&«t  degree' 
of  north  latitude.  From  thence  he  proceeded  to  run  the 
boundary  line  between  ttie  United  States  and  Spain. 
He  was  afterwards  joined  by  dw  Spamah  Conmriaainmr, 
when  die  work  oi  the  former  was  confirmed  t  and  thsy. 
proceeded  together  to  the  dnnareation  of  the  line.  lUoaBt^ 
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inAniuitioanadenUiwabable  that  die  KoatheralndiaiM,  { the  pabUc  recaipto  and  expend Kmw  to  a  racMut  pariod. 
aidwr  initigated  to  i^poae  (he  damareation,  or  jealoos  j  It  will  sSbrd  joa  mtisfactkm  to  infer  the  great  oztont 
of  the  coniequencai  Of  niflbring  white  people  to  run  a  i  and  xriidi^  of  the  public  reaouroea,  from  the  protper- 
bie  over  lands  to  which  the  IncUan  title  had  not  been  ex-  I  ona  atate  of  the  finances,  notwithsttading  the  anexam- 
tiDguished,  have,  ere  this  time,  slopped  the  prognn  of  I  pled  embarrassmenta  which  have  attended  conmeroep 


the  Cwptniarinnara.  And  considering  the  tnyn-hwA 
which  may  result  from  oontinuiog  the  demarcation,  in 
of^ontitm  to  the  will  of  the  Indian  tribn^  the  gnat  ex- 
panae  attending  it,  and  that  the  bonniiariea  whidi  Ae 
CoDBuaaionen  him  astodl;  aataUahed,  probaUycoc- 
tond  at  laaat  aa  for  as  Uw  Indian  title  haa  baen  eztiii- 
guiAtAt  it  will  peiliapa  baeoma  tzpediant  and  naeaaaary 
to  aoapend  fiarmer  procaeding^  hy  vacalliiig  oar  Gotn- 
miasioner. 

The  ConunissionerB  appointed  in  poraoanoe  of  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Anu^,  Commerce  and 
Navigation,  between  the  United  States  and  His  Britan- 
nia Majea^,  to  determine  what  river  was  truly  intended 
under  the  name  ot  the  river  St  Croix,  mentioned  in  the 
Tmtty  of  Peace,  and  foiming  a  part  of  (he  bouDdaiy  there- 
in deaeribed,  hare  finally  decided  that  qoaation.  On 
the  twan^  fifth  of  October  they  made  their  declaration 
that  a  river  called  Scoodiac,  which  &Ua  into  Panama- 
fluoddy  bay.  at  its  northwestern  quarter,  waa  the  tmaUt. 
Croix,  Intended  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace, its  great, 
tatk,  whereoneof  its  streams  comes  from  tfMWMtwtod;  Ad 
the  other  from  the  northward,  and  that  <Aie>1^n«ti«em 
ia  the  continuation  o£lha  Su  Cjmx  to  its  sou^  .  This 
deciaioB,  U  is  ooderstood,  will  preclude  all  coittentiei^ 
aiMMgindividaaldaimanu^asitaeeniB  that  lh<4cMdm(f 
and  ita  aoidiem  branch  boond  the  granla  oTJabdiCwbiclv 
hikve  been  made  by  the  respective  adjoinilf^  'Ab^AAi-'. 
manta.  A  snhonlinste  question,  it  has  been*  s^platafl,* 
aliU  temains'to  be  determined.  Between  the  month  <^ 
the  8t.  CrMx,  as  now  settled,  and  what  is  usually  oaUed 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  lie  a  number  ot  valoaUe  idends.  The 
Coouaissioners  have  not  contmued  the  bouodary  line 
through  any  channel  of  these  islands,  und  unlese  the 
Bay  of  Paasamaqnoddy  be  a  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
this  farther  a^jurtment  tit  boundary  will  be  necessary  t 
bat  it  is  ^iduaded  that  thiawill  not  be  a  matter  of 
any  difficol^. 

,  8ach  progreas  haa  been  made  in  the  examin^ion 
and  decision  of  cases  of  captures  and  condemnation  of 
American  vessels,  which  were  the  subject  of  the  seventh 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navi- 
gation, between  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain, 
that  it  is  supposed  the  Commissioners  will  be  ^le  to 
bting  their  business  to  a  conclusion  in  August  of  the 
•nmingyear. 

The  Commisnoners,  acting  under  the  twen^-fint 
article  of  the  trea^  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  have  adjusted  moat  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens 
fn  loases  sustained  in  consequence  of  their  vessels  and 
cargoes  having  been  taken  by  the  subjects  of  His 
GaUiolic  Majesty  during  the  late  war  between  France 
wd  Spain. 

Various  circumstances  have  occurred  to  delay  the 
execution  of  the  law  ibr  augmenting  the  Mihtary  Es- 
tabliabment ;  among  these,  the  desire  of  (Staining  the 
ftiUest  infbrmation  to  direct  the  beat  aelection  of  officers. 
At  OuM  otnect  wiU  now  be  speedily  aocompliahed,  it  is 
apected  that  the  rainng  and  ojganiiiDg  jftha  troops 
wul  proceed  without  obalade,  and  with  eneet 

Omiilemen  of  the  Hoim  of  SgtreaenUUiva  t 

1  ham  dinot«d  so  eatimata  of  the  upropriationa 
«Udi  will  be  nawsaaiy  fiir  the  awvioe  of  oia  annnnf 
JEW  to  ba  hid  ba&ra  yon,  •oounpaniad  with  a  vlair  of 


When  you  reflect  on  the  consjHenoua  examples  of  pa- 
triotism and  liberality  which  have  been  exhibited  by 
our  mercantile  fellow-citiaens,  and  bow  great  a  propor- 
tion of  the  pnblie  reaottrcea  depends  on  then-  enter- 
prise, jron  will  natnrally  consider,  whether  th^  conve-  . 
nienoe  cannot  be  prtaioted  and  reconciled  with  die 
secori^  a£  the  revrane,  a  reviaiim  the  system  by 
which  the  collection  is  at  present  regulated. 

During  yoor  reoeas,  measures  have  been  steadily  pur- 
sued for  efllecting  the  valuations  and  returns  diretded  by 
the  act  (rf*  the  last  aeasion  preliminaiy  to  Ae  assessment 
and  collection  of  a  direct  tax.  No  other  delays  or 
obstaelas  hava  been  experienced  exeept  audi  aa  were 
expected  to  arise  from  ue  great  extent  of  our  eonntry , 
and  the  magnitude  and  novelty  of  the  operation,  anil 
enough  has  been  aeeompliahed  to  aaanre  a  ftiUbnent  of 
die  viewa  of  tfie  Lagialattue. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Oenlkmen  of  the  Houae  of  Reprteenta^niea  .- 
•  I  eann^  .elose  this  Address,  without  once  more  ad- 
;;fc!^ng- political  situation,  and  inculcating  the 
essential  flnportance  of  uniting  in  the  maintenance  of 
t)|u*dei^eat  interests :  and  I  trust  that,  by  the  temper 
)4id,«rtidom  of  your  pioeeedings,  and  by  a  barmcMi^  of 
hitluniAs,  we  shall  secure  to  our  country  that  weight 
«A3!i%splct  to  which  it  is  so  ju^y  entitled. 
fv^:.T  ' JOHN  ADAMS. 

UniTXD  Statbs,  December  8, 1798. 

The  President  having  finished  -his  Address, 
after  sitting  a  few  moments,  presented  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  and  Speaser  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  each  of  them,  with  a  copy  of  it, 
and  withdrew,  and  after  him,  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments, Senators,  general  officers,  foreign  Min- 
isters, dbc.  The  Speaker  then  took  his  Chair, 
and  after  calling  the  House  to  order,  proceeded,  as 
is  usual,  to  read  orer  the  Speech,  which  being 
finished,  it  wu  eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  for  .  Monday,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  The  .House  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  December  10. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Ricbard  Dobbs 
Sfaiort,  returned  to  serve  io  this  House  as  a 
member  for  North  Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Nathan 
Bryan,  deceased,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  Id  the  House;  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
having  been  first  administered  to  him  by  the 
Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  RevisaL  and 
Unfinished  Businesii  be  appointed,  pursuant  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  uf  the  House; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  That- 
cher, Mr.  Thomas,  and  Mr.  New. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Claims  be  ap* 
pointed,  pursuant  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House ; 

And  a  eommittee  was  awoioted,  of  Mr.  Dwioht 
FomB,  Mr.  Maooh,  BAr.  Hahma,  Mr.  Jomtbah 
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Frbbman,  Mr.  Ihlat,  Mr.  Spkigq,  and  Mr.  Van 
Aleh. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Commi^e  and 
Manufactures  be  appointed,  pursuant  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  of  the  Rouse ; 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Sah- 
uBL  Smith,  Mr.  Sewall,  Mr.  Walk,  Mr.  Rdt- 
LEDOB,  Mr.  Scbhrehah,  Mr.  Tillihohabt,  and 
BJr.  Blodht. 

A  mesM^  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
formiag  this  House  that  they  had  eome  to  the 
following  resolution,  to  which  they  request  a  con- 
CQirence: 

Reaohed,  That  two  Ghs|dains  be  appranted  to  Oon- 
gnm  fer  As  presoit  sesrion,  one  fbr  euh  House,  who 
dmO  nttreliaiige  weekly. 

The  resolution  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in ; 
Bpd  the  House  proceeded,  hy  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  on  its  part,  and  upon 
exajniniog  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  rote  was 
foimd  in  favor  of  the  Rer.  Asbbbl  Gbbbn  ;  and 
he  was  declared  duly  elected. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Oo  motion,  the  House  resolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Speech  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Dbnt  in  the 
Clutir;  when 

Mr.  Sphagob  pibposed  for  adoption  the  follow- 
ing resolutitm : 

SeaoliMd,  That  is  the  i^wiion  of  Ais  committee, 
Alt  a  lesmetfU  Address  vofbt  to  be  pwssnted  by  tiie 
Hon—  ai  HsfiwuinatiTes  to  the  Pnsident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  m  answer  to  Us  BpaaA  to  both  Hooses  at 
Congress  at  the  conimsacaDMnt  of  tfiis  sesuon,  oon- 
tamng  assaiaBces  that  Ihis  Hones  will  t^  nito  oon- 
ndsrsdaon  the  Tarioos  and  important  snlgeets  reooB- 
mended  to  tbair  oonsideratioa. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  objection, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tion. The  House  took  it  up,  concurred  in  it,  and 
appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  prepare  an  an- 
swer accordingly. 

The  committee  consists  of  Messrs.  Dana,  Ve- 

■ABLB,  HaRPEB,  HoSMEK,  BUd  BALDWIN. 

PRESIDENTS  SPEECH. 
J.  WiLLiAHS  mored  that  the  Speech  of  the 
President  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  j  which  motion  being 
carried,  the  House  adjourned. 


ToBBDAY,  December  11. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  Tbomas  Sin- 
nicKsoK  and  Mark  Thomson,  from  New  Jersey, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
fonuing  the  House  that  they  had  elected  Biuiop 
Wnm  as  their  Chaplain. 

The  SpBAEBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
&om  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  eoclosiog  a 
statement  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  of  their  receipts  and  expenditure*, 
from  Hay  18  to  Norember  16,  of  the  present  year, 
iritieh  waa  ordered  to  be  {Hinted. 


[H.opR. 


Mr.  Tbatcber,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report  in  part, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COLLECTION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  that  a  letter,  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  last 
swsiooj  accompanying  a  plan  for  regulating  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  be 
referr^  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Bdr.  Maoon  thonght,  as  it  was  the  intention 'of 
this  report  to  provide  a  new  law  on  tb»  subject, 
it  would  save  time  il  the  committee  were  empow- 
ered to  report  by  bUl  or  otherwise.   Agreed  to. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 
Mr.  HABPBRsaid  it  would  be  recollected  that,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  last  session,  the  House  took 
into  consideration  an  important  subject  relative 
to  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  The  bill  pro- 
posed, it  was  welt  known,  was  then  passed  over, 
on  account  of  more  pressing  concerns ;  but,  as  he 
considered  the  business  of  great  importance,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  at 
an  early  period  of  the  present  session,  and,  thare- 
fitte,  proposed  the  following  resolution  for  adop- 
tion : 

**  JRemthed,  That  a  eonunhiee  be  aj^ofaited  to  pia- 
pare  and  Mng  in  a  Ull  for  eatabUjiiiig  a  nnifinm 
tern  of  bankrupt^  Oroaghout  the  United  States." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
of  five  appointed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 
Mr.  Habper  said  no  member  of  this  House 
coald  be  ignorant  of  the  use  at  this  moment  made 
ol  two  acts  passed  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. He  meant  the  acts  commonly  called  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws.  No  one  could  be  ignor- 
ant of  the  ferment  which  bad  been  raised,  and 
sedulously  kept  up  on  account  of  those  Jaws.  I  do 
know,  said'  he,  of  a  certainty  that  this  ferment 
has  been  raised,  and  is  kept  up,  in  many  places,  by 
a  misrepresentation  of  the  contents  of  those  laws. 
The  possibility  of  doing  this  will  be  readily  al- 
lowed, when  it  is  recollected  how  Uttle  newspa- 
pers are  circulated  in  some  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  even  where  they  do  circulate,  how  liable  the 
readers  of  them  are  to  pass  over,  without  much 
attention,  any  law  which  may  appear  in  them. 
A  law,  he  said,  is  not  an  article  of  news,  which, 
if  a  person  remember  in  part,  he  may  recollect  the 
rest — of  a  law  a  man  ought  to  have  precise  and 
accurate  ideas  ;  and,  in  order  to  attain  these,  it 
must  be  read  at  kisure,  and  he  must  have  it  by 
him  so  as  occasionally  to  refer  to  it.  This  cannot 
be  done,  at  present,  with  respect  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  A  comparatively  smell  num- 
ber of  copies  only  are  printed ;  of  course,  they  are 
far  from  being  generally  circulated,  and  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  have  no  opportunity  of  be* 
coming  acqtumted  with  them.  I  know,  cootiimed 
Mr.  H«  that  the  most  unfair  raisreprcaentations 
have  been  ptmetiaed.  1  Imow  an  instance  i^ere, 
in  a  large  assemUage  of  people,  the  IhU  wUoh 
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originated  ia  the  Senate  dd  the  subject  of  Bedition, 
and  which  was  never  passed  into  aiaw,  was  read 
as  the  sedition  law  complained  of,  and  resolutions 
were  founded  upon  it.  I  also  know  that,  in  another 
State,  resolntions  have  been  passed,  not  npon  the 
laws  which  are  reprobated,  but  upon  a  letter  from 
a  member  of  Congress,  which  eontaioed,  not  per- 
haps wilful  misrepresentations,  but  certainly  mis- 
representations 01  the  laws  in  question.  In  order 
to  counteract  these  evils,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  held  a 
proposition  in  his  hand  which  he  meant  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House.  And,  as  an  addirional  reason 
for  moving  it,  he  mentioned  that,  in  the  course  of 
an  excursion  he  had  lately  made  of  many  hun- 
dred miles,  he  had  met  with  no  individual  (who  was 
not  himself  actively  employed  in  spreading  the 
misinformation  which  hecomplainea  of)  who  did 
not  approve  of  these  laws.  He  had,  indeed,  met 
with  many  who  had  been  misinformed  with  respect 
to  them.  But  all  of  these,  without  exception, 
have  expressed  themselves  satisfied  that  the  laws 
are  wise  and  Constitutional  measures,  when  made 
acquainted  with  tfa^ir  contents.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  enable  the  people  to  judge  for  themselves 
upon  this  subject,  to  do  away  the  misrepresenta- 
tions so  industriously  propagated  respecting  them, 
and  to  ddeat  the  attempts  miich  he  believed  were 
made  in  some  places  to  produce  an  armed  opposi- 
tion to  them,  he  offered  a  resolution  to  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

*'  Reaolvtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Repretenta' 
Upti,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  be  ia  hereby 
aathorized,  to  caoae  to  be  printed  and  distributed 

throaghdat  the  United  State,  copies  of  two  acta 

passed  daring  the  last  aeasion,  the  one  entitled  '*  An 
act  reapecting  aliens,"  the  other  "  An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act  Jbr  die  punishment  of  certain  crimes  againat  the 
United  States,  and  fiv  other  porpoees." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Spbagde  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  President's  Speech. 

Mr.  Macon  said  it  was  unusual  to  enter  upon 
this  business  until  an  answer  was  returned  to  it. 
The  Speech  was,  at  present,  before  the  committee 
appointed  to  draught  the  answer. 

Mr.  Spraqde  replied  that  his  intention  was  to 
refer  the  several  matters  contained  in  the  Speech 
to  select  committees,  which  he  thought  no  way 
connected  with  the  answer  to  the  Speech. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Thatcher  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  negatived ;  only  14  votes  appearing  for  it. 
But  in  a  short  time  after, 

Mr.  Rdtlsdob  observed  that,  as  he  supposed 
the  motion  fot  an  adjournment  had  been  nega- 
tived from  an  idea  that  the  committee  appointed 
to  dranghtan  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  President 
miffht  be  ready,  in  the  course  of  the  sitting,  to 
make  their  report,  he  could  inform  the  House,  as 
one  of  the  committee,  that  they  would  not  be 
ready  to  make  their  report  thia  day .  He  then  re- 
newed the  motion  for  adjournment,  and  the  Houae 
adjoomcd  accordingly. 
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WEDNBaDAv,  December  12. 
Several  other  members.  lo  wit :  from  Rhode 
Island,  Christopher  O.  Chahplin  ;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Thomas  Hartley  ;  and  from  Virginia, 
Carter  B.  Harrison  }  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table,  the  subject  of  which  had  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  at  their  last  session ;  and,  as  it 
was  in  substance  the  same  with  a  bill  which  then 
passed  this  House,  he  trusted  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  it.   It  was  as  follows : 

"  RtMoked,  That  if  any  State  againat  which  a  bal- 
ance was  reported  by  the  CommisnaiCTS  appmnted  to 
settle  the  acconnta  between  the  United  States  and  the 

several  States,  shall,  within  ,  either  pay  into  the 

Treasniy  of  the  United  St^es,  or  expend,  or  bv  a  Le- 
^lative  act  engage  to  expend,  in  execotiog,  eDlargingj 
or  completing,  any  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the 
said  State,  at  such  place  or  places,  and  according  to  such 
plan  or  plans,  as  shall  be  approved  \fj  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  States,  and  under  his  direction,  a  nun  of 
money,  or  in  stocks  of  the  United  States,  eqaal  to  the 
balance  reported  as  aforesaid  against  sudi  State,  or  to 
the  sum  assumed  by  the  United  States,  in  the  debt  of 
eoch  State,  such  payment  or  expenditDre,  when  ao 
made,  dull  be  aec^ited  by  the  United  States  aa  a  fiiH 
acquittance  of  all  demands  on  account  of  the  said  bal- 
ance; and  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  abaU  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  aathoriaed  to  cause  credit  to  be  given 
to  such  State,  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  accordingly :  Provided,  however,  That  no 
more  than  one-third  part  of  the  wboie  payment  or  ex- 
pMiditore  that  may  be  made  by  such  State,  shall  ba 
made  in  three  per  emt  stock,  nor  more  than  one>thiid 
part  of  the  irauining  two-thirds  shall  be  made  in 
mred  atock:  And  provided,  al$o,  That  any  such  State 
may  obtadn  a  full  acquittance,  as  aforeaaid,  ly  tbs  pay- 
ment or  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  money  sufficient,  m 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  pur- 
chase, at  market  price,  the  diflerent  species  of  stock, 
the  payment  or  expenditure  of  which  would  be  ac- 
cepted, as  a  full  acquittance  as  aforeaaid  :  Andprovi- 
dat,  further.  That  if  any  audi  State  aa  is  indebted  aa 
aforesaid,  abidl  have  expended,  rinee  the  Htabttahment 
of  the  present  Ghtvenmwnt  of  the  United  Statea,  any 
sum  of  money  in  fortifying  any  place  since  ceded  by 
such  State  to  the  United  States,  or  which  may  be  so 

ceded  within  ,  such  expenditure  having  been 

ascertained  and  proved  to  the  aatis&ction  of  the  8ecra> 
taiy  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  taken  and  allowed. 

Mr.  H.  moved  to  have  it  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  this  day ;  but  Bfr.  Thatobbr 
wishing  that  it  might  be  printed,  it  was  made  the 
order  lor  to-morrow. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 
Mr.  Harper  moved  that  a  eommittee  beap> 
pointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  farther  to  amend  the  act 
for  laying  a  duty  on  stamped  vellum,  parchmcn^ 
and  }Hiper.  A  bill  of  this  kind,  he  said,  was  be- 
fore the  House  at  a  late  period  of  the  last  session, 
which  the  Senate  postponed.  As  he  understood 
the  gentleman  who  brought  Ibrwanl  the  subjeef 
at  the  last  session  did  not  mean  to  renew  it  in  the 
present,  he  wished  himself  to  do  so.  The  purpose 
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of  this  bill  is  to  correct  that  part  of  the  law  which 
sabjects  all  the  copies  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
and  bills  of  lading  to  the  same  stamp  with  the 
original,  and  of  course  makes  the  duty  on  those 
kind  of  transactions  fall  heavier  than  apon  any 
other. 

Mr.  Macon  suggested  the  propriety'of  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which 
this  and  all  other  subjects  respecting  rerenne 
mifffat  be  referred. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
business  takinir  the  course  which  the  gentleman 
from  North  Garolioa  suggested,  if  he  thought  J[>ro- 
per  to  more  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
of  Ways  aod  Means ;  but  he  saw  no  objection  to 
the  conrse  he  himself  had  proposed — it  was  that 
taken  last  session. 

A  eommiuee  of  three  was  appointed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Harper  then  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  respecting  the 
publication  of  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the 
Alien  and  Sediiion  Laws,  to  be  distributed  gratis 
throoghuut  the  Uoited  States. 

Mr.  Nicholas  bad  no  objection  to  the  publica- 
U(m  of  the  laws  in  any  manner  which  might  be 
thought  proper.  The  reason  which  had  been 
given  for  the  extraordinary  publication  of  the  laws 
in  question  wfere  founded  upon  facts  which  had 
come  within  the  mover's  own  knowledge,  and 
from  others  which  he  said  he  had  learned  from 
his  friends.  Mr.  N.  could  not  help  suspecting  the 
gentleman  had  been  misioformed ;  but  as  he  had 
stated  that  certain  public  meetings  bad  acted  upon 
false  information,  rough  draughts  ofbills,and  otner 

Eipers,  which  discovered  the  extremest  ignorance, 
e  would  be  glad  if  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  would  indulge  the  House  with  the  evi- 
dence which  he  possesaed  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  objection  to  indulge  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  aud,  if  an  indulgence, 
the  House,  with  the  information  which  he  requir- 
ed. When  he  iotrodoced  this  motion,  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  stated  three  matters  of  fact  two  of  which 
he  asserted  to  be  within  his  owd  knowledge,  the 
other  he  mentioned  to  have  received  from  author- 
ity which  he  could  not  doubt— which  was,  that  at 
a  public  meeting,  when  resolutions  of  an  extraor- 
dinary and  hostile  complexion  were  passed  upon 
the  subject  of  these  law.t,  in  one  of  the  harangues 
which  preceded  these  resolutions,  and  upon  which 
the  resolutions  were  apparently  founded,  a  person 
read,  not  the  law  commonly  called  the  Sedition 
Law,  bat  the  draft  of  a  bill  which  was  reported  in 
the  Senate,  which  there  underwent  a  total  alter* 
ation,  and  was  in  this  House  farther  amended. 
This  &ct,  though  not  founded  upon  his  own  in- 
formation, was  told  him  by  an  eye-witness.  The 
meeting,  he  said,  was  held  in  Louisa  county,  Vir- 
grinia ;  and  if  the  gentleman  wished  to  know  the 
name  of  the  man,  ne  would  give  it  to  him  when 
h«  sat  down,  but  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  ' 
meoti'TD  names  on  that  floor. 

The  otha  two  facts  were  these :  One  related  to 
eeitaiB  reaolntioDs  passed  m  Kentucky.  He  be- 


[H.  or  R. 


1  lieved  he  did  not  before  mention  where  ihey  were 
!  passed,  but  he  did  not  hesitate  now  to  do  it.  He 
I  stated  that  these  resolutions  had  every  appearance 
:  of  being  founded  upon  a  letter  written  by  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  which  letter  he  had  read,  uid 
which  contained  what,  perhaps,  were  not  wilful 
misrepresentations ;  indeed,  from  the  character  of 
thegentleman,he  mustsupposethemunintentiooal 
:  misconceptions;  but  the  letter  certainlv  contain- 
ed gross  errors,  for  the  law  is  stated  as  faying  the 
most  unjustifiable  restraints  on  speech,  which  was 
not  within  the  purview  of  the  act.  The  third 
fact  came  within  his  own  observation.  It  was, 
.  that  in  no  instance  had  be  met  with  any  individr 
ual,  not  himself  actively  employed  in  misrepre- 
senting these  laws,  or  a  most  zealous  party  man, 
who  was  not,  upon  hearing  their  contents  simply 
stated,  convinced  of  their  wisdom  and  propriety. 
He  had,  indeed,  met  with  many  well  intentioned 
people  who  had  conceived  prejudices  of  so  strong 
a  nature  affaiost  these  laws  that  thejr  could  not 
view  them  out  through  a  perverted  medium ;  but 
every  man  not  of  this  description,  or  still  worse, 
expressed  his  astonishment  that  such  rains  should 
have  been  taken  to  produce  so  much  discord  with 
respect  to  them. 

Though,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia may  not  have  met  witn  persons  of  this  de- 
scription, yet  he  himself  had,  and  upon  this  state- 
ment of  facts  he  had  founded  bis  motion.  And 
he  believed  it  to  be  of  primary  importance,  for 
whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  gentlemen  who 
promote  the  measures  which  he  complained  of—- 
whether  the  persons  who  stand  by  and  say  these 
resolves  pass  unanimously,  intend  to  follow  them 
up  by  acts  he  knew  not;  but,  said  he,  if  these 
measures  have  any  meaning,  or  the  persons  any 
consistency  in  their  conduct,  they  must  mean^  and 
he  supposed  they  did  mean,  an  armed  opposition 
to  these  laws,andeonseqacntly  to  this  Government. 
He  hoped  these  effects  would  not  take  place ;  but 
it  had  been  heretofore  seen  that  similar  proceed- 
ings in  another  part  of  the  Union,  in  reference  to 
a  former  law,  had  produced  the  same  lamentable 
catastrophe.   He  saw  the  same  steps  pursuing 
now  tliat  were  then  pursued ;  the  same  inflam- 
matory resolutions,  and  the  same  tumultuous  as- 
semblages ot  the  people.   The  best  way  of  count- 
eracting these  designs,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  give 
the  people  correct  information  with  respect  to 
these  laws.   He  believed  that  the  great  body  of 
the  citizens  of  this  country  are  r^dy  to  give  a 
hearty  support  to  these  and  all  the  other  acts  of 
Qovernment ;  but  he  knew  the  laws  in  question 
are  not  uaderatood  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  that  discontents  exist,  which  wonld  be  remov- 
ad  by  a  simple  pnUication  of  them.  He  was  also 
convinced,  that  if  even  thb  should  not  be  the  case, 
the  publication  could  have  no  other  than  a  ^ooa 
effect.  In  a  matter,  however,  which  so  matenaUy 
concerns  the  rights  of  the  people,  they  ought  to 
have  full  information,  whicn  must,  he  was  con- 
*vinced,  produce  general  content   But  if.  on  the 
contrary,  these  laws  are  as  full  of  mischief  as  they 
are  represented  to  be,  their  publication  will  in- 
crease the  present  discontent  on  account  of  theoi, 
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so.  that  geDilemen  who  hare  always  hien  opposed 
to  them  ought  not  to  object  to  their  publication ; 
for  hiB  own  part,  he  wished  truth  to  have  its  full 
force,  and  therefore  did  he  advocate  this  motion. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  he  had  not  the  least  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  puUicatioiu  As  to  the 
ffeneral  ehara«  of  igoomnce,  which  the  gentlenUD 
Ironi  South  Carolina  had  made  against  the  people 
whom  he  had  conversed  with  in  his  travels,  he 
expected  it,  as  he  knew  that  jgeotleman  had  al- 
ways been  in  the  habit  of  setting  down  all  oppo- 
sition to  his  own  opinions  to  the  account  of  ignoi^ 
ance.  With  respect  to  the  fact,  it  had  turned  out 
also  as  he  expected.  Upon  the  information  of  a 
single  man,  that  a  certain  public  meeting  had  act- 
ed upon  the  first  draught  of  a  law,  instead  of  the 
law  Itself,  he  has  thought  proper  here  to  assert  the 
fact  He  could  iofonn  the  f^ntleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  there  were,  m  the  quarter  alluded 
to,  friends  of  the  Administration  as  respecteUe  for 
accuracy  and  information  as  himself,  and  that  a 
man  oi  mis  description  was  chairman  of  the  meet- 
inj^inquestion.  WlthrespeettotfaeKentuekyreso- 
luttons,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  states, 
he  is  induced  to  believe,  from  concomitant  circum- 
stances, as  he  now  understood,  that  they  must  have 
been  founded  upon  the  letter  of  one  of  their  members, 
though  be  understood  him  as  saying,  yesterday, 
that  he  knew  it  was  the  fact.  As  the  ^ntleman. 
however,  has  been  so  successful  in  his  justifica- 
tion of  tnese  laws.on  his  travels,  he  would  advise 
him  to  suspend  this  matter  for  a  tim&  until  bis 
own  observations  accompanied  a  publication  of 
the  laws;  for,  if  nobody  else  does  it  he  would 
assure  him,  that,  as  soon  as  the  seats  of  the  House 
shall  be  a  little  better  filled,  he  would  himself 
move  a  repeal  of  these  laws.  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  never  met  with  a  man  in  Virginia,  ftvor- 
aUe  to  these  lam,  who  was  not  powessea  of  all 
the  avumenta  which  had  been  used  in  rap- 
port ofthem  in  this  House ;  however,  since  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  supposed  them 
80  grossly  ignorant,  he  had  no  objection  to  their 
receiving  alt  the  light  he  could  uirow  upon  the 
mbjeet 

Mr.  DawBON  inquired,  iidiether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  suspend  the  consideration  of  this  motion. 
On  being  informed  that  it  would,  he  moved  for  a 
postponement  of  it  for  a  month,  not,  he  said,  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  but  be- 
cause he  wished  to  give  every  information  on  the 
subject,  as  he  was  couvineea  that  the  more  the 
laws  in  question  are  knowii,  the  more  they  will  be 
reprobated  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
more  espeeiailr  by  the  friends  of  the  Constiuition. 
It  must  oe  understood,  from  what  had  ihllen  from 
his  colleague,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made,  in  the 
course  of  the  |»e»ent  session,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
those  laws,  and,  whenever  the  subject  came  up, 
he  trusted  there  would  be  found  a  majority  of 
Congress  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Should  he  be 
disappointed  in  this  hope,  he  would  join  as  hearti- 
ly as  any  other  member,  in  supporting  the  present 
rest^ution,  after  having  attempted  to  amend  it  by 
adding  to  it,  as  vras  proposed  during  the  last  sess- 
ion, by  m  gwtleman  from  North  (^rolina,  thoae 
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parts  of  the  Constitution  which,  it  is  alleged,  arc 
infringed  by  those  laws.  With  respect  to  the  - 
county  of  Louisa ;  he  believed  he  had  spent  mor« 
of  his  time  in  that  county,  during  the  recess,  than 
the  geolleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  yet  this 
was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  of  the  circumstance 
which  had  been  mentioned,  and  not  having  heud 
of  it,  he  did  not  believe  that  such  a  thing  existed ; 
and  though  he  did  not  donbt  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  received  the  information,  he 
did  not  think  the  fact  was  sufficiently  ascertained 
to  be  brought  forward  on  this  floor.  He  concluded, 
by  moving  a  postponement 

Mr.  J.  W ILLIAM8  wished  this  motion  bad  not 
been  made.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  whatever 
laws  are  passed,  the  more  they  are  promulged  the 
better.  Even  tnose  who  wish  for  a  repeal  of  the 
laws  in  question,  ought  not  to  be  against  the  pro- 
jwsed  publication  ofthem,  since,  according  to  their 
ideas,  the  more  thev  are  known,  the  more  they 
will  be  disliked.  They  were  passed  at  the  dose 
uf  the  last  session  after  he  had  been  called  home 
by  the  indisposition  of  bis  family ;  and  if  gentle- 
men meant  to  attempt  a  repeal  of  thenK  he  should 
be  glad  to  hear  the  argumoits  they  had  to  offer  in 
favor  of  the  measure ;  but,  in  Republican  Govern- 
ments, too  much  information  could  net  be  given 
to  the  people  at  large^  and  he  should  therefore  be 
in  favor  of  any  motion  ii^fiich  had  that  for  it* 
object. 

The  question  on  a  postponement  was  put  and 
negatived — 12  to  29. 

The  original  motion  on  the  resolution  then  re- 
curred— 

Mr.  Macon  was  of  opinion  that,  as  this  mea- 
sure would  involve  an  expense,  the  subject  ought 
to  be  committed.  He  thought  it  otight  also  to  be 
done  by  a  law.  When  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  was  effected 
by  a  special  law,  and  thoush  this  will  by  no  means 
be  so  expensive,  yet  it  invdves  the  same  principle. 
He  submitted  it  therefore,  to  the  mover,  whetnei 
it  would  not  be  best  to  refer  his  resolution  to  bring 
in  a  bill. 

Mr.  Harpbb  knew  no  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  modes  of  proceeding.  The  mode 
which  he  proposed  was  the  same  with  that  adopt- 
ed last  session  in  the  extra  publication  of  tbe  de- 
spatches from  onr  Commissioners  in  France,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  for  departing  from  it. 

Mr.  Thatcbbb  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
this  resolution  ;  but  he  was  doubtful  whether  the 
mode  of  publication  proposed  was  the  best.  He 
thought,  if  these  lam  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  United  States  once  n 
week  for  three  or  four  weeks,  it  would  better  an- 
swer tbe  purpose,  than  publisoiog  them  in  a  pam- 
phlet As  to  the  principle,  it  could  not  be  object 
ed  to.  The  gentleman  who  jHToposes  an  a^jtmrn- 
ment,  admowledges  that  the  information  may  be 
propel  a  month  hence. 

Mr.  Harpeb  believed,  if  one  hundred  thousand 
copies  of  these  laws  were  struck  off,  it  would  an- 
swer the  purpose.  With  respect  to  tbe  idea  of  the 
sentleman  who  was  last  up,  it  is  bettw  calcnlated 
for  a  partienlar  pert  of  the  Union  than  Sot  the 
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Contioent  at  Wt^e.  Indeed,  it  is  owing  to  the  im- 
perfect and  limited  circulation  of  newspapers,  in 
certain  fiarts  of  the  UnioD,  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  Legislature  to  take  a  step  of  this  kind.  Where 
newspapers  are  abuodantl^  circulated,  and  post 
oS&cn  are  nnmerous,  thrae  u  no  Qeeessity  for  other 
information ;  bat  there  are  urts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  part  where  he  lived  is  me  of  them, 
where  the  circulation  of  newspapers  is  extremely 
limited,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  these  laws  are 
so  little  understood  in  those  parts. ' 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  must  be  indulged  in  a  single 
word  of  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wbo 
was  first  up.  In  the  first  place,  he  denied  that  be 
had  said  the  facts  which  be  stated  were  all  within 
his  own  knowledge.  If  that  gentleman  had  at- 
tended to  what  he  said,  he  would  hare  known 
that  he  stated,  part  were  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, and  that  he  had  the  other  from  a  person 
upon  whom  be  could  depend. 

The  gentkman  from  Virginia  next  spoke  of 
another  matter  of  fact ;  he  baa  stated  the  uniform 
tenor  of  his,  Mr.  H.'s^  conduct  to  be,  to  consider 
all  differences  of  opinion  from  bis  own  to  be  proofs 
of  ignorance.  If  so,  he  must  always  hare  treated 
the  gentleman  from  Viivinia  as  the  most  ignorant 
of  mankind ;  yet  this  Honae,  and  that  gentleman 
himself,  must  remember  the  acknomedgments 
which  he  had  always  been  ready  (o  make  to  that 
gentleman's  superior  talents,  which  was  a  proof 
against  the  assertion.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  in  order  to  make  this  witty  remark  upon 
him,  had  misstated  the  fact.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  persons  of  whom  be  spoke  differed  in  opinion 
from  himself,  but  that  they  bad  taken  up  miscon- 
ceptions of  tne  law ;  nor  did  he  say  that  he  bad 
convinced  them  of  their  errors  by  nis  arguments, 
bat  that  this  was  effected  by  the  bare  rnding  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  saying,  that  from  (he 
known  urbanity  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
he  sa|iposed  he  woald  hare  suffered  the  first  three 
or  fotir  days  of  the  session  to  have  passed,  without 
a  perMHial  attack  of  thu  kind;  but  becavse  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  would  speedily  return  to  that 
good  fanmor  for  which  he  was  always  remarked, 
except  driven  from  it  by  the  heat  of  debate,  (when 
it  is  perhaps  excusaUe,)  he  should  forbear  inakiag 
any  further  observatimu  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  him. 

The  qaestion  was  then  put  for  filling  the  blank 
mth  100,000;  which  was  negatived,  12  votes 
only  being  in  favor  of  it;  then  upon  50,000; 
which  was  negatived — 36  to  31 ;  then  upon  40,- 
OOO,  in  favor  of  which  only  appeared  40  votes ; 
then  upon  20,000 ;  which  was  carried ;  42  votes 
being  for  iL 

The  quesiioD  was  now  on  the  resolotion  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Gallatin  believed  that  every  one  was 
agreed  as  to  the  lo^priety  offfiving  aU  necessary 
informatioa  to  the  people  orthe  United  States ; 
and  be  believed  they  wanted  it  in  relation  to  the 
hws  of  last  session  genenlly,  more  than  on  any 


any  laws  had  been  published  throughout  the  Unit" 
ed  States  more  than  others;  or  it  there  were  any 
laws  upon  which  less  information  is  required,  they 
were  the  two  laws  selected  by  the  gentleman  front 
South  Carolina  for  an  extraordinary  publication. 
He  has  selected  these  laws  for  publication,  because 
he  says  the  people  of  the  United  States  do  not  ua* 
derstand  them.  What  sort  of  evidence  has  he 
adduced  in  support  of  this  rest^utiott  ?  His  owi|* 
He  has  said  that,  in  travelling  through  the  coun- 
try, he  has  met  with  misinformed  iadividuals.  He 
had  no  doubt  of  this ;  he  might  have  met  with 
five,  ten,  or  fifty  persons  who  did  not  prop»ly 
comprehend  the'  seditioa  law.  But,  said  Mr. 
because  one  member  of  this  House,  in  travelling 
through  the  United  Slates,  has  found  individnaH 
misinformed,  are  we  to  conclude  that  the  people 
of  the  United  Sutes  generally  want  information? 
Are  there  not  one  hundred  members  on  this  floor, 
and  is  there  one  among  them,  besides  this  gentle 
man,  who  says  the  people  in  his  district  an  mi** 
informed  with  respect  to  these  laws  1 
But,  said  Mr.  G.,  let  us  take  the  evidence  of  the 

Esntleman  himself.  The  resolution  embraces  two 
ws,  yet  his  evideaee  only  relates  to  <me  of  these 
laws.  The  alien  law,  he  does  not  tnetend  to  mf 
the  people  do  not  undiostand.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  so.  It  cannot  be  misnDderstood.  It  gives  the 
President  power  to  send  out  of  the  United  6tate% 
any  forei^er  whom  be  thinks  dangerous,  which 
is  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood.  What  does  his 
evidence  amount  to  1  That  resoltitions  have  beea 
passed  in  one  of  the  counties  in  Virginia,  not 
founded  upon  the  sedition  Isw,  but  upon  a  hill 
which  never  passed  the  Leaistature. 

Mr.  Harper  explained,  hy  saying  he  did  not 
say  the  resolutions  were  founded  upon  the  bill,  but 
that  it  was  read  there  by  a  person  speaking  on  the 
subject,  as  the  law. 

Mr.  GAL1.ATIN  said,  he  was  going  to  state  ^riiat 
he  understood  to  be  the  fact,  but  the  gentlemaA 
himself  had  saved  him  the  trouble.  He  supposed 
the  gentleman  who  read  this  bill  did  so  merely  to 
show  what  were  the  views  of  the  supporters  of 
this  law,  as  an  incident  in  the  history  of  the  btisi- 
ness.  If  the  restdntions  were  really  founded  upoa 
that  bill,  and  not  upon  the  law,  let  the  resolotioai 
be  produced  in  proof  of  the  assertion.  It  would 
be  readily  discovered  whether  they  were  founded 
on  nusioformation  or  not.  From  what  the  gentle 
man  bad  himself  said,  there  appeared  to  De  n« 
foundation  for  the  opinion. 

The  next  put  of  the  gentleman's  evidence  re- 
lates to  resolutions  passed  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. He  mentioned  that  a  letter,  written  by  one 
of  the  members  from  that  State,  contains  some 
misrep'reseotations,  and  that  the  resolutions  pes^ 
ed  there  were  founded  upon  those  misrepresentft- 
tions.  This  is  mere  matter  of  supposition,  nov 
doM  he  show,  if  it  be  true,  how  sending  the  law 
will  correct  the  misrepresentation.  We  are  vtk- 
fonned.  said  he,  that  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
are  now  acting  upon  these  uw^  and,  therefore,  if 

___  ____     ^   copies  of  the  laws  were  sent  to  that  body,  it  would 

other,  for  he  found  on  hu  an'iVal  at  this  city,  thej  answer  the  gentleman's  object.  If  bis  arguments 
hws  of  last  sessitu  are  not  yet  printed.  Bat,  if|  have  any  weight,  not  only  individuals  an  misiik- 
5th  Con.— 78 
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formed,  but  there  is  a  general  and  wilful  misap- 
preheDsioD  with  respect  to  these  laws,  aod  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  have  eithra:  not  got  the 
lavs,  or,  if  they  have,  they  hare  misanderstood 
them. 

There  is  another  article  of  erideDce,  aod  the  only 
one  which  can  hare  any  weight,  and  that  is  what 
the  gentleman  has  himself  seen  in  his  travels.  He 
has  seen  men,  he  says,  opposed  to  the  law,  merely 
from  misinformation,  who.  the  moment  they  saw 
the  law  (and,  he  supposed,  neard  his,  Mr.  H.'s,  argti- 
ments,  upon  it)  were  conrinced  it  was  Constitu- 
tional  and  proper.  Ifhe  understood  the  geotleman, 
not  a  single  tDdiTidnal,  except  he  were  a  riiAent 
party  mao,  bat  what  was  convinced  in  this  way. 

i/u.  G.  wished  the  gentleman  had  called  in  some 
other  parts  of  Virginia,  besides  those  in  which  he 
went,  hecause  he  nad  seen  the  opinion  of  a  gen- 
demao,  who  certainly  was  not  a  violent  party 
man,*  disapproving  of  these  laws.  He  wished 
that  gentleman  bad  called  at  Richmond  and  cihi- 
rinced  this  gentleman  of  his  error. 

But,  said  Mr.  Q.,  teking  it  for  granted,  that  some 
misiniormation  respecting  the  laws  in  question  has 
gone  abroad,  he  could  not  see  how  it  was  to  be 
eorrecied  by  the  publication  proposed.  He  had 
complained  that  it  had  been  said  that  the  sedition 
law  attacked  the  freedom  of  speech ;  and  if  there 
beanjr  misapprehension  on  the  subject,  it  must  bs 
on  this  point,  and  this  alone.  It  was  true,  Mr.  O. 
laid,  that  he  had  himself  met  with  some  individu- 
als, and  not  riolent  party  men,  but  supporters  of 
(he  Administration,  who  conceived  that  the  liber- 
ty of  speech  was  intended  to  be  affected  by  the 
word  "utter."  He  was  himself  of  a  different 
Oinnion,  but  he  had  found  the  greatest  variance  of 
opinion,  even  among  gentlemen  of  the  taw,  as  to 
the  iniention  of  the  sedition  act ;  and,  if  it  be  in- 
tended  to  inform  the  people  on  this  subject,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  send  out  a  commentary  with  the 
law;  for,  after  they  have  read  the  law,  they  will 
not  know  whether  the  act  of  writing  a  letter  with- 
out either  publishing  or  printing  it,  comes  within 
the  law;  whether  toe  act  of  lending  a  newspaper 
which  may  contain  any  article  which  may  be  con- 
Btmed  into  a  defamation  of  the  CtoveromeDt,  or  of 
the  Presidmt,  renders  a  person  liable  to  the  penal- 
ties of -the  act,  or  how  matters,  which  are  mere 
matters  of  opinion,  are  to  be  ascertained  by  wit- 
nesses. The  only  difficulty  with  respect  to  the 
•edition  law  is  as  to  what  is  its  real  construction. 
On  this  point,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  want  information 
myself.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  the  acts 
which  I  do  mjrself  may  not  come  under  this  law ; 
whether  I  may  not,  in  writing  a  letter  to  my  fam- 
ily to-raorrow,Jif  I  express  any  sentiment  in  oppo- 
sittOD  to  the  Administration,  be  deemed  guilty  of 
•edition.  But  reading  the  taws  would  not  aobrd 
him  the  information  he  wanted. 

But  the  gentleman  has  stated  another  ground. 
He  has  s^ken  of  tumultuous  meetings  of  the 
people,  and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  some  indi- 
iridnals,  and  at  all  events  their  acts  have  that 
tendency,  to  produce  an  armed  oppoeition  to  these 
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laws.  What  does  the  gentleman  call  tumultuous 
meetings  ?  PeaceaUe  meetings  of  the  people  to 
state  their  grievances.  And  he  was  not  astonish- 
ed, that  after  an  attack  has  been  made  on  the  lib- 
erty of  the  Press,  that  another  is  made  against  the 
peaceable  meetii^s  of  citizens  to  state  their  griev- 
ances, and  that  they  are  called  symptoms  of  an 
armed  opposition  to  the  laws.  Mr.  G.  thought 
gentlemen  ought  to  wait  for  stronger  symptoms, 
before  this  language  was  held  on  the  floor  of 
Congress.  As  long  as  the  people  confine  them- 
selves to  an  expression  of  thetr  opinions  on  the 
measures  of  Government,  he  saw  no  danger  of  an 
armed  o^Kwitioa  to  the.  laws.  So  far  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  those  parts  of  Pennsylvania  in 
which  these  laws  are  deemed  impolitic,  and  by 
many  unconstitutional,  he  had  seen  no  symptoms 
of  an  armed  opposition,  or  indeed  any  opposition 
whatever,  for  he  could  not  call  a  meeting  to  draw 
a  petition  in  opposition  to  a  law.  If  this,  said  be, 
be  a  fact,  the  resolution  before  the  House  ought 
to  be  rejected.  Yet  he  believed  one  reason  would 
induce  him  to  disappoint  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  by  voting  in  favor  of  it.  He  saw 
only  one  motive  that  could  have  led  to  the  intro- 
duction of  it.  It  is  known  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  United  States  these  laws  are  considered  im- 

fiolitic  and  unconstitutional,  and,  if  the  members 
rem  these  parts  were  to  vote  against  this  motion, 
it  would  be  immediately  said  by  the  friends  « 
tbeselaws,  "You  see  the  opposition  which  is  made 
to  any  information  being  given  to  the  people  with 
respect  to  these  laws;  though  all  the  dislike  of  • 
them  arises  from  misinformation,  certain  fi^ntle- 
men  will  not  suffer  the  people  to  be  undeceived." 
It  would  be  to  prevent  this  being  said,  and  not 
from  any  evidence  which  had  been  broucht  to 
show  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  that  be  sfaould 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Harper  (after  having  obtained  the  neces- 
sary leave  to  speaka  third  time)  was  glad  to  find, 
however  gentlemen  disapproved  of  this  motion, 
they  all  found  some  reason  or  other  for  voting  for 
it.  He  was  not  displeased  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  for  furnishing  him  with  so  in- 
genious a  motive  for  hi'  conduct.  According  to 
an  old  adage,  said  Mr.  H.  "  he  measures  other 
peoi^e's  com  by  his  own  bushel."  He  thought 
It  a  curious  argument,  that  because  complete  in- 
formation could  not  be  given  to  the  people,  they 
should  have  none.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  stated  his  doubts  as  to  what  foots 
wilt  be  cognizable  by  the  sedition  law;  but  he 
himself  knew  there  were  many  who  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  its  provisions.  When  they  knew 
them,  perhaps  they  might  have  more  discernment 
;  than  that  gentleman ;  they  will  know  that  the 
word  uttenng^  is  confined  exclusively  to  writing, 
vending,  or  distributing,  aod  that  writing  a  pri- 
vate letter,  or  tending  a  newspaper,  except  the 
transaction  is  of  a  very  suspicious  nature  indeed, 
cannot  be  brought  within  the  meaning  of  this 
act. 

Mr.  H.  denied  that  the  Senate's  bill  was  read  in 
the  Tiqrinia  meeting  in  any  other  sense  than  as 
the  law  of  Congress,  and  complained  that  in  sev- 
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ml  other  instances  be  had  been  misrepresented 
by  the  gentlemau  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  DAwaoN  said,  if  it  was  determined  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  Honse  upon  this  resolu- 
tion at  present,  he  should  move  an  amendment  of 
&e  kind  which  he  had  meotioned  ;  but  he  would 
imther  that  the  resolution  might  be  committed, 
lliat  he  mi^t  prepare  his  imendmeDt  against  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said  the  motion  for  committing 
was  always  to  give  liberty  for  disenssion,  on  a 
ecmtroTerted  subject.  He  liad  heard  no  gentle- 
Bian  oppose  the  principle,  and  therefore  could  not 
eonceire  why  discussion  was  necessary;  there 
kftd  been  much  more  said  about  it  already  than 
was  attached  to  the  question ;  amendments  could 
be  as  well  introduced  in  the  House  as  by  commit- 
ting J  if  the  gentleman  was  not  ready,  he  had  no 
objection  to  its  postponement  till  to-morrow,  as  a 
day  could  not  make  much  difference. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  voted  for  the  largest  num- 
ber to  be  printed,  and  he  wished  to  see  a  general 
dissemination  of  all  the  laws,  to  make  them  as 
pnblicly  known  as  possible.  But  he  hoped  the 
Hoase  wonld  not  depart  from  its  usual  ciTility : 
when  a  member  requested  a  postponement  in  or- 
dor  to  introduce  amendments,  to  deny  it  him. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vehablb,  mat  for  com- 
mitting being  withdrawn,  it  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, ^  Totes  being  for  it. 

ADDBESS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
draught  a  respectful  Address  in  answer  to  the  Pres- 
idents Speech,  made  a  report,  which  was  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 


Thorsdat,  December  13. 

Philip  Van  Cortlahut,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  amieared  and  took  his  seaL 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing sundry  statements  eihibitinfi;  the  amount  of 
duties  arising  from  domestic  distilled  spirits  and 
stills,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1707  \  also  on  sales  at  auction,  refined  sugar,  car- 
riages, and  retailers'  licences,  to  the  close  of  1797, 
leather  with  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Rerenue  on  the  subject ;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AI>I>R»98  TO  THE  PSESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daha,  the  House  resolved 
itwlf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Ad- 
dress yesterday  reported,  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  Mr. 
Dbnt  having  taken  the  Chair,  the  Address  was 
read,  as  follows,  omitting  the  words  printed  within 
brackets,  which  were  added  as  amendments :  The 
words  |vinted  in  italics  were  stmck  out  in  the 
diacDssion,  so  that  the  Address  to  be  presented  to 
Ac  Preudent  contains  the  words  printed  within 
bni^cets,  and  does  giot  ctmtain  those  fHrinted  in 
italiea. 


Jobs  Adaxs,  President  of  the  United  States — 

Sib  :  The  House  of  Representatives  unite  with  you 
in  deploring  the  effects  of  the  desolating  malady  by 
which  the  seat  of  Government  and  other  parts  of  oui 
CO  an  try  have  recently'  been  visited.  In  calling  our  at* 
tention  to  the  &tahty  of  its  repeated  ravages,  and  in- 
viting  us  to  consider  the  expediency  of  exetamng  our 
Constitutional  powers,  in  aid  of  the  healtti  laws  of  the 
respective  Slates,  your  recommendation  is  sanctioned 
by  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  liberal  policy.  On 
this  interesting  subject  we  feet  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing every  wise  expedient  for  preventing  a  calami^  so 
distressing  to  bidividual  sufinen,  and  so  pnjjndidal  to 
our  national  commerce. 

That  our  finances  are  in  a  prosperous  state,  notwith- 
standing  the  commerdal  derangements  resulting  from 
this  calamity,  and  frcon  external  embarrassments,  is  a 
satisfactory  manifestation  of  the  great  extent  and  so- 
lidi^  of  the  public  resources.  Connected  with  this 
situation  of  our  fiscal  concerns,  the  assurance  that  the 
legal  provisions  for  obUuning  revenue  by  direct  taxation 
will  fulfil  the  views  of  tiie  Legidature,  u  peculiarly  ac- 
ceMable. 

Denrous  as  we  are  that  all  causes  of  hostility  may 
be  exterminated  [removed]  by  the  amicable  adjustment 
of  natiinial  difierenoes,  we  Inm  with  sati^ction,  dist 
in  pursoauce  of  our  treaties  wiUi  Spain  and  with 
Great  Britahi,  advances  have  been  made  for  definitively 
settling  the  eraitroTersiea  relative  to  the  Southern  and 
the  Northeastern  limits  of  the  United  States.  With 
similar  sentiments  have  we  received  your  ioformation, 
that  the  proceedings  under  commissiflnB  authorized  by 
the  same  treaties,  afford  to  a  respectable  portion  of  our 
citizens,  the  prospect  of  a  final  aecision  on  their  claims 
for  maritime  injuries  committed  hy  solgects  of  those 
Powers. 

It  would  be  tbe  tbetae  of  mutual  felicitation,  were 
we  assured  of  experiendng  similar  moderation  and 
justice  from  another  Power,  [the  French  Republic]  be- 
tween whom  [which]  and  the  United  States  differences 
have  unhappily  arisen.  But  this  is  denied  as  by  the 
ultimate  figure  of  the  measures  whidi  have  been  taken 
Inr  this  Government  towards  an  amicaUe  adjustment  of 
those  di&rences,  and  by  the  various  inadmissible  pre- 
tensions on  die  part  of  mat  nstion. 

The  continuing  in  force  tbe  decree  of  Janna^  last, 
to  which  yon  have  more  particularly  pointed  our  at* 
tention,  ought,  of  itself,  to  be  considered  as  demonstra- 
tive of  tbe  real  intentions  of  the  French  Government 
That  decree  proclaims  a  predatory  warfare  against  die 
unquestionabie  rights  of  actual  commerce ;  which  [with] 
our  means  of  d^enoe,  our  interest  and  our  honor,  omn* 
mand  ustorapeL  It  therefore  now  becomes thsCnitsd 
States  to  be  as  determined  in  resistance  as  they  have 
been  patient  in  sufiering,  and  condescending  in  nego- 
tiation. 

While  those  who  direct  the  afiairs  of  France  persist 
in  tbe  enforcement  of  decrees  so  hostile  to  our  essential 
rights,  their  conduct  forbids  us  to  confide  in  any  of 
their  professions  of  amity. 

As  therefore  the  conduct  of  France  hitherto  exhibits 
nodiing  which  ought  to  change  or  relax  our  measures 
of  defence,  the  policy  of  extending  and  invigorating 
'those  measures,  demands  oor  sedulous  attention. ,  The 
sodden  and  lemaikable  advsotsges  which  this  counb^ 
has  experienced  from  a  small  naval  armament,  sum* 
ciendy  prove  the  utili^  of  iti  establishment.  As  it  re- 
spects the  guarding  of  ottr  coast,  ths  psMectiMi  of  our 
trade,  and  tfw  fumy  of  saMy  tran^orting  tte  means 
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of  territMud  defence  to  eveiy  part  of  fnir  manlioie 
flroQtier,  an  adequate  naval  feree  mnit  be  oonaidered  u 
an  important  ^ect  of  oational  polin.  Nor  do  we 
iKaitate  to  adopt  ttie  opinion,  that,  whether  negotiation! 
with  France  are  resumed  or  Dot,-vigoroiu  preparationi , 
Jbr  war  will  be  alike  indispeDuble. 

In  this  conjuncture  of  affiura,  while  with  you  we  re- 
cogniae  our  abundant  cause  of  latitude  to  the  Supreme 
IHspoaer  of  events  for  Ihe  orduiai^  blessings  of  Provi- 
dence,  we  r^ard,  as  of  high  national  importance,  the 
uaBiftststioD,  in  our  country,  of  a  magnanimous  spirit 
of  resistance  to  foreign  dominatbn.  This  spirit  merits 
to  be  cherished  and  invigorated  by  every  brandi  of 
Oovemment,  as  the  estimable  pledge  oi  national  p roe- 
peri  ty  and  glory. 

Disdaioing  a  reliance  on  foreign  protection,  wanting 
no  fore^  guarantee  of  oar  liberties,  resolving  to  main- 
tain our  national  iudqiendenee  against  every  attempt 
to  demoil  us  of  this  inestimable  treasure,  we  otmfiae, 
under  Providence,  in  the  patriotism  and  envies  of  the 
people  of  these  ITnited  States  for  defeating  the  hostile 
anterpriaes  of  any  fiweign  Power. 

To  adopt  wiUi  prudent  foresight  audi  systematical 
measures  as  may  be  expedient  for  calling  forth  these 
energies  wherever  the  national  exigencies  may  require, 
whether  on  the  ocean,  or  on  our  own  territoty — and  to 
reconcile  with  the  proper  security  of  revenue,  the  con- 
venience of  the  mercantile  enterprise,  on  whicii  so  great 
a  proportion  of  the  public  resources  depends — are  ob- 
jM^  of  moment,  which  shall  be  duly  regarded  in  the 
comae  of  our  deliberationa. 

Fully  as  we  accord  with  you  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
United  States  ought  not  to  submit  to  the  humiliation 
'  of  sending  another  Minister  to  France,  without  previous 
asauiances  sufficiently  determinate  that  he  will  be  duly 
accredited,  we  have  heard,  with  cordial  aequiaema, 
£ap^batioB]  the  declaration  of  your  purpose,  steadily 
to  itbatm  those  maxims  of  humane  and  padfic  policy 
by  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  been  gov- 
omad.  While  it  is  left  with  France  to  take  the  requi- 
mte  steps  for  acconunodation,  it  ia  worthy  the  Chief 
Hagistrate  of  a  free  people,  to  make  known  to  the 
world,  that  justice  on  the  part  of  France  will  annihilate 
every  obstacle  to  the  restovatioii  of  a  friendly  inter- 
course,  and  that  the  Executive  authority  of  this  coun- 
try vriU  reflect  the  sacred  rights  of  embassy.  At  the 
same  time,  the  wisdom  and  decision,  which  have  cha- 
lacterized  your  past  AdmiiustratiiHi,  assure  us  ihat  no 
illusory  professions  wiU  aeduoe  you  into  any  abandon- 
■ant  of  the  righto  which  belong  to  tha  United  Stales  as 
[a]  fiaa  and  ind^Mident  [nation.]  , 

Tiie  Clerk  bnrine  read  the  Addrma,  it  was 
agmin  read  by  the  Guirman  bv  paragraphs. 

Mr.  RuTLEOOB  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  fourth 
pai«|fraph  the  worda  "  aoother  Power."  and  to  in- 
sert in  their  place  the  words  Frmch  R^mblic. 
The  present  words  appeared  to  him  a  circuitous 
mode  of  expression,  wnich  be  thouffht  UDoeces- 
sary.  As  the  other  two  Powers  wiut  which  the 
United  Slates  had  had  disputes  of  a  less  serious 
nature  than  with  France,  were  mentioned  by 
name,  he  thought  the  French  Republic  should 
also  be  named. 

Mr.  Dana  was  perfectly  witling  to  have  the 
Msoage  so  expressed  as  to  be  pointed  directly  to 
Fnnce ;  but  he  had  an  objection  to  tha  applica- 
tion of  the  term  Repoblie  to  that  OorernmenL  as 
inth  the  term  of  RepnUic,  he  associated  the  idea 
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of  liboty  aod  hapmness }  and,  eonaideriiig  the 
French  as  having  airased  the  name  of  libei^  f<» 
the  purpose  of  despotism,  he  was  unwiUk^  to  ap- 
ply the  phrase  to  tnem. 

Mr.  Rdtlbdqb  replied,  that  however  the  form 
of  the  French  Qovernment  may  differ  from  our 
own,  they  choose  to  call  themselres  a  Republic, 
and  otir  Government  has  so  acknowledged  them  ; 
and  if  we  meant  to  treat  with  them,  for  tlie  aecom* 
raodatioo  of  our  present  differences— an  event 
which  all  must  ardently  desire — he  believed  it 
would  be  necessary  to  consider  them  as  a  Re- 
public, and  treat  them  as  such.  He  thought, 
therefore,  the  term  ought  now  to  be  used. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  there  being  49  votes  ia  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Habpeb  suggested  the  propriety  of  striking- 
out  the  following  mwds^  which  were  a  part  of  the 
designation,  rendered  unnecessary  by  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dama  objected  to  this  amendmait.  ItwtHild 
make  some  mther  alterations  necessary,  and  h« 
thought  the  par^n|^  would  stand  as  well  widi- 

out  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  RoTLEiKiB  proposed  to  substitute  the  word 
which,  for  "  whom,"  in  the  same  paragraph. 

Mr.  OoBDON  moved  to  amend  the  last  para- 
graph, by  striking  out  the  word  "  acquiescence,** 
and  to  insert  in  its  place  approbalum,  which  he 
thought  a  more  accurate  expression.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dana  proposed  to  add  the  word  wuh  in  the 
fifth  paragrapn;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Habpeb  suggested  a  verbal  amendment  at 
the  close  of  the  last  paragraph,  viz:  instead  of  the 
words  "as  free  and  independent,"  to  insert  "aa  a 
free  and  independent  nation."  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Spbaodb  wished  to  alter  the  phraseolcjgf 
in  the  sixth  paragraph,  from  "their  conduct  foi^ 
bids  us  10  confide,"  to  "  there  is  no  ground  for 
confidence;"  but  this  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amen^ 
ments  to  the  House,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ou 
the  quesioD  being  put  on  the  Address  as  amended, 
it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  Thatcheb  wished,as  no  objection  was  made 
to  the  Address,  that  it  might  be  entered  on  the 
Journals  as  unanimously  agreed  to;  but,  on  the 
question  being  put,  a  few  noes  being  heard,  the 
Speaeeb  declared  it  not  carried. 

The  usual  resolution  was  then  passed,  that  the 
Speakeb,  attended  by  the  House,  do  present  the 
Address,  and  that  a  Committee  he  ^ipoiuted  to 
wait  upon  the  President,  to  know  when  and  where 
he  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  same. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Venable,  and  Habpeb,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  this  purpose.  They  waited 
upon  the  President  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Daha  re- 
ported that  the  President  would  receive  the  Ad- 
dress to-morrow,  at  his  own  house,  at  twelre 
o'clock. 

IMPEACHMENT  OP  WILUAM  BLOUNT., 

Mr.  Habpbb  said,  be  bad  been  requested,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Batabd,  (^e  present  Chairman  of 
the  Committee)  to  move  that  an  additional  nofe- 
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ber  be  added  to  the  Managers  for  cooducting  the 
impeachment  against  Wuliam  Blount,  late  a 
.Senator  of  the  United  States,  in  [he  place  of  Mr. 
SiroEEATEB,  who  had  resigned  his  seat  in  this 
House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  an  additional  member.  The 
votes  havii^  been  told  by  Messrs.  Etahs  and 
Wadswobth,  it  appeared  that  there  were  18  rotes 
for  Mr.  KiTT£BA,  14  for  Mr.  J.  Willums,  and 
the  rest  so  much  scattered,  that  no  member  had  a 
majority  of  votes.  A  fresh  ballot  was  according- 
ly made,  when  there  appeared  for  Mr.  Kittera, 
&  Totes,  Mr.  J.  Williams  14,  the  rest  scattering. 
Mi.  K.  was  accordingly  declared  elected. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  noti- 
<ying  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  caoaed  a 
anmmons  to  be  issned  on  the  3d  of  March  last, 
uainst  William  Blount,  tp  appear  at  the  bar  of 
the  Senate  on  the  third  Monday  in  the  present 
December,  to  answer  to  chaises  of  hiifh  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  committed  against  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  duly  served  ap(m  him  by 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  a  retun  thereof  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Habpbb  called  up  the  resolution,  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  respecting  balances 
doe  from  the  debtor  States.  The  House  went 
into  a  committee  upon  it^  and  it  was  agreed  to 
withont  debate  or  objection,  and  a  bill  ordered  to 
be  reported  accordingly. 

FainAT,  December  14. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  Jahes  Coch- 
BAN,  from  New  York ;  William  Matthews,  from 
Maryland;  Josiab  Pabkeb,  from  Virginia;  aod 
Thomas  Pihcknet,  from  South  Carolma, appear- 
ed, and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 
Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
jvepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  tuokruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 
reported  a  bill,  which,  being  a  copy  of  the  one  be- 
fore  thp  House,  at  the  last  session,  was  not  read, 
but,  after  reading  the  title,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  WhoU^  and  made  the  order  for 
Monday. 

Mr.  Habtlet  supposed^  as  there  are  several  new 
members  in  the  House  this  session,  and  as  some  of 
the  old  members  might  not  have  {weserved  their 
copies  of  this  bill,  that  it  would  he  necessary  to  be 
pnnted.  He  therefore  made  a  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Macon  doubted  not  the  Clerk  would  be 
able  to  famish  the  new  members  with  copies  of 
the  old  edition;  if  so,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
again  printed.  He  believea  the  various  bills 
i^ch  had  been  reported  from  session  to  session, 
had  already  cost  the  United  States  more  than  a 
thousand  tionnds,  for,  when  he  came  first  to  Con- 
gress, he  found  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
It  had  remained  here  ever  since  j  and,  as  be  had 
a»  ideaofitspftsaiog  during  the  pretoit  aesaion, 


he  hoped,  if  it  was  printed,  that  there  would  be  a 
sufBcient  number  of  copies  ordered  to  serve  for 
several  years.  He  wished  the  Clerk  to  be  asked 
whether  there  were  not  a  sufficiency  of  copies  in- 
band. 

The  Spbaker  answered  that  the  Clerit  would 
inquire  what  copies  are  on  hand. 

ANSWER  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which  the  Pbesi- 
DENT  had  appointed  to  receive  the  Address  of  this 
House  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses, 
the  Speakbb  announced  i^  and  the  Hoaee  with- 
drew  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  Address. 

In  dmnt  a  quarter  of  an  how,  the  members  re* 
tuned;  when,  the  Skaub,  having  taken  fais 
Chair,  proceeded  to  read  the  answer  to  their  A^ 
dress  a  copy  (tf  which  had  been  put  into  his  hand 
by  the  Presioekt.   It  was  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  B^reaentativea  of  the  United  State*  t 

Geittlkkis  :  Mj  sincere  acknowledgments  are  Am 
to  the  House  of  Rmreaentatnes  «f  tb«  United  States, 
fatfuseaqsUssa  Address,  ■ecoasanant  to  the  chaaactir 
of  RepiBSMitatiTCs  of  a  great  said  free  people.  The 
judgment  and  feeHngs  of  s  natioii,  I  beHere,  wMrenmr 
more  truly  expressed  by  their  Representstives  dna 
those  of  our  constituenta,  b;  joai  decided  dedaralion, 
that  with  our  means  of  defence,  our  intereri  and  honor 
command  us  to  repel  a  predatory  wai&re  against  the 
unquestionable  rights  of  a  neutral  commerce.  That  it 
becomes  the  United  States  to  be  as  determined  in  re- 
sistmnce  as  the;  have  been  g^tient  in  sofieriug  and  con- 
descending in  negotiation.  That,  vAile  those  who  direct 
die  affiihs  of  France  persist  in  the  enforcement  of  d^ 
crees  bo  hostile  to  our  esaential  rights,  their  conduct 
forbids  us  to  confide  in  any  of  their  professionB  of  ami- 
ty ;  that  an  adequate  naval  force  must  be  considered  as 
an  important  object  ofnatioDal  policy;  and  that,  whether 
negotiations  wiUi  France  are  resumed  or  not,  Tigoroos 
preparations  for  war  will  be  a&e  indispensri>]e. 

The  gmerous  disdam  yon  so  cooHy  and  ddibwat^ 
ex!«ess,  of  a  refianoe  on  fi»dgn  protection,  wantingno 
Cmign  gnaraBft*  of  our  Ubertias,  resolving  to  mainuia 
our  na^onal  ioo^eudenee  aganist  every  attenqit  to  de- 
spoil US  of  Hob  hiestimaUe  trsasnre,  will  meat  the  fnB 
approbation  of  sTery  sovnd  nndantanding,  and  exulting 
applauses  from  the  heart  of  every  feithiul  American. 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  yoar  candid  q>probatton 
of  my  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  negotiation,  and  for 
the  declaration  of  your  opinion,  that  the  policy  of  ex- 
tending and  invigorating  onr  measures  of  defence,  and 
the  adoption  wi£  prudent  foieaifl^t  of  such  systematical 
measures  ss  may  be  expedient  for  calling  forth  the  en- 
ergies of  our  country,  whererer  the  national  exigencies 
may  require,  wheth^  on  the  ocean  or  on  our  own  ter- 
ritory, will  demand  your  most  sedulous  attention. 

At  the  same  time,  I  take  the  liber^  to  assure  yon,  it 
shall  be  my  vigilant  endeavor,  that  no  illusory  profes- 
sions shall  seduce  me  into  an  abandonment  of  the 
righu  whidi  belong  to  the  United  States,  as  a  free  and 
independent  natkn. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UaiTSB  9TATM9,  December  II,  1798. 

PRESIDENT'S  SPEECH. 
The  reading  of  the  President's  Answer  bang 
finished, 

hir.  Habp&b  moved  that  the  House  go  into  a 
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Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech ;  which  motion  aeittg  agreed  to, 
and  the  committee  formed,  he  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  JUtohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
so  much  of  the  Speech  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  as  relates  to  the  expediency 
of  eatabliAing  suitable  regulatdona  in  aid  of  Uie  healdi 
laws  the  lespectrre  States,  for  preventing  the  intro- 
duction of  contagions  diseases,  be  referred  to  a  ctnnmit- 
tee,  with  power  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

3.  That  so  much  of  the  said  Speech  as  relates  to  the 
extending  and  invigorating  the  measures  of  defence 
heretofore  adopted  by  the  Gfovemmentof  the  United 
Btates.  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

3.  That  so  mnch  of  the  said  Speech  as  relates  to  the 
Naval  Establishment,  and  to  the  angmentathm  of  the 
Navy,  and  the  adoption  of  systematic  meaauree  for  pro- 
earing  timbar  and  other  supplies,  be  refened  to  a  com- 
■ittM. 

4*  That  fo  modi  of  the  said  Speech  as  relates  to  a 
nvision  of  the  i^stem  by  which  the  coUectioii  of  that 
part  of  the  revenue  which  arieea  &om  duties  on  mer- 
chandises imported,  is  now  regulated,  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu&etures. 

The  first  resolution  was  taken  up ;  when 
Mr.  Datton  said,  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
this  resolution  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  as 
well  as  the  last,  since  the  power  of  Congress  to 
act  on  this  subject,  is  derivea  from  their  power  to 
T^ulate  commerce. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  doubt  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  was  as  welt  selected 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  this  subject  as  any 
other  committee  would  be;  but  he  could  see  no 
connezioQ  between  the  preservatioD  of  halth  and 
the  re{julatioii  of  commerce.  It  was  true,  that 
regnbtioas  for  this  purpose  might  ultimately  have 
some  effect  on  commerce,  and  therefore  it  is  pro- 
per that  the  proposed  measures  should  he  taVen 
iy  Congress,  hut  this  does  not  necessarily  connect 
the  two  subjects.  He  was  not,  however,  tenacious 
as  to  the  mode  he  had  proponed,  but  thought  it 
the  best. 

Mr.  Datton  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
making  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures ;  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  himself,  though  ue  had  at  first 
denied  any  connexion  Iwtwpen  commerce  and 
this  subject,  afterwards  showed  the  connexioii  to 
be  intimate. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
the  resolution  blank,  and  let  the  reference  be  de- 
termined in  the  House.  If  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred at  all,  it  certainly  ousht  lo  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  humufactores. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried. 

The  questioa  returning  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  VEHABLE  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this 
resolution,  the  propriety  of  modifying  it,  so  as 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  might  deter- 
mine merely  upon  the  principle.  He  thought  it 
improper  for  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  make 
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references ;  but  that  they  ought  to  be  made  in  the 

House. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  approve  of  the  course  prtw 
posed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  when  ft. 
ositive  affirmative  proposition  is  proposed  in  the 
rst  instanceMt  never  fails  to  produce  a  premature 
discussion.  This  had  been  heretofore  complained 
of,  and  at  the  last  session  the  mode  which  tie  now 
proposed  was  adopted  ;  a  select  committee  reports 
in  detail,  and  the  House  can  act  more  understand- 
ingly  in  this  way  than  when  called  to  vote  upon 
an  abstract  propositioo. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  resolution  and 
carried. 

The  second,  third,  and  fourth  resolnttons,  were 
agreed  to  without  debate. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  and  concurred  in  the  resolutions. 

Ordmdj  That  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Rotledob,  Mr. 
QooDRiCB,  Mr.  Samdel  Smith,  Mr.  Champlih, 
Mr.  Spaight,  and  Mr.  Dent,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Josiah  Parker,  Mr.  Pikck- 
NBY,  Mr.  Sewall,  Mr.  Cbamplin,  Mr.  BalowiiTj 
Mr.  Qriswold,  and  Mr.  Van  CoBTLANnT,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  third  reso- 
lution. 

That  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business  was  next  taken 
up  and  agreed  to,  which  proposes  that  all  peti- 
tions depending  and  undecided  in  the  last  session, 
ought  to  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  as  they  may 
be  called  for  by  any  memb»,  or  upon  Ae  applica- 
tion of  the  indiridnal  claimant  or  petitioner. 
CENSUS. 

Mr.  Dawson  mored  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  enimeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Harper  suggested  the  propriety  of  letting 
this  subject  lie  until  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  appointed,  as  a  bill  of  a  similar  kind 
originated  with  that  committee  at  the  last  session, 
and  there  would  be  propriety  in  letting  the  busi- 
ness have  ttfb  same  course  at  present. 

Mr.  Dawson  had  no  objection. 

COMMITTEE  OF  WATS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Harper  mored  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  agreeably  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  tite  House.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  that  the  said  committee  etmsist 
of  nine  members. 

Mr.  NioeoiiAS  hoped,  as  this  is  a  very  imporlr' 
ant  cmnmittee,  it  would  consist  of  sixteen,  woich 
is  a  member  from  every  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Harpeb  objected  to  this  on  the  ground  of 
its  being  difficult  to  get  so  large  a  number  of  mem- 
bers together  to  do  business,  stating  also  the  idea 
as  fallacious  that  there  was  more  complete  knowl- 
edge on  fiscal  matters  in  so  numerous  a  commit- 
tee than  in  a  smaller,  as  wherever  information 
was  wanted  from  States  not  represented  in  the 
committee,  it  was  always  easily  obtained  by  inqui- 
ries of  the  members  from  those  States. 

After  the  remarks  of  several  members, "which 
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relate  chiefly  as  to  the  maaner  of  putting  the 
question,  two  of  the  States,  viz :  Delaware  and 
Kentucky,  being  at  present  unrepresented,  at 
length  it  was  determined  that  the  sense  of  the 
House  should  be  taken  on  14,  and  when  the  Re- 
presentatives of  those  two  States  arrived,  a  mo- 
tion might  be  made  to  increase  the  committee  to 
sixteen,  and  the  Speakeb  wotild^  of  eours^  select 
%  member  from  each  of  those  States. 

The  question  on  having  the  committee  consist 
of  JbuTteen  members  was  accordingly  put,  when 
there  appeared  to  be  34  votes  in  iavor  of  it,  and 
34  agatast  it.  The  Speakbb  deolaring  himself  ia 
the  negative,  the  question  was  not  carried. 

The  sense  of  the  House  was  then  taken  on 
nine,  and  it  was  carried — yeas  35,  nays  30. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Habper,  Mr.  GiLLAxm, 
Mr.  Nathakibl  Smith,  Mr.  Cocbban,  Mr.  Joneb, 
Mr.  Isaac  Pabkbr,  Mr.  Hindman,  Mr.  Blount, 
and  Mr.  Sinnickson,  be  appointed  a  committee, 
pnrsuftot  to  the  said  resolutioa. 

ALIEN  AND  BEDITION  LAWS. 

The  House  haviug  again  taken  up  Mr.  Hab- 
peb's  proposition  for  printing  20,000  copies  of  the 
above  laws,  to  be  distribute  gratis  throaghont 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Davson  said]  when  the  subject  was  the 
other  day  before  the  House,  he  declared  that  he 
had  no  oojectton  to  the  resolutioo,  as  it  had  ever 
been  his  wish  to  give  the  fullest  information  to 
his  constituents — nay,  he  was  diaposed  to  favor 
it,  though  from  reasons,  he  believed,  different  from 
those  wljicb  actuated  the  mover  of  it,  as  be  doubt- 
ed not  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these  laws  would 
insare  their  repeal.  But  he  then  and  now  thought 
that  it  was  prematurely  brought  forward ;  that 

gntleman  might  have  waite((  at  least,  until  the 
te  of  an  intended  proposition  for  the  repeal  of 
these  laws  was  known ;  especially  when  it  is  re- 
collected that  no  effect  can  be  produced  by  the 
measure  during  the  present  session.  It  was  un- 
der this  idea  that  he  had  moved  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  decision;' but,  as  that  motion  was 
D^tived,  he  presumed  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  act  u^n  the  resolution  at  present,  and, 
therefore,  he  wished  to  make  the  information  as 
complete  as  possible.  He  would  move  to  hare 
printed,  with  these  laws,  alt  the  parts  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  appeareil  to  him  to  relate  to  the 
subject,  as  well  tnose  which  may  be  supposed 
to  give  the  power  to  Congress,  as  those  which 

Erohibit  the  exercise  of  it.   If  he  had  omitted  any, 
e  should  readily  agree  to  their  insertion.  Mr. 
D.  then  moved  to  add  the  following: 

"  And  ifae  dghth  aectioD,  sod  the  first  and  second 
cUuaes  oi  tb«  ninth  section  of  the  firat  article  t  the  firrt 
secUon,  and  the  third  clause  of  die  second  section  of 
ttw  third  arttde  of  the  CoDstitution  of  the  Umted  Statet ; 
and  the  third,  seventh,  eighth,  eleventh,  snd  twelfth 
artides  of  unendment  which  now  fwm  ajMrt  of  fliesaid 
CoostttotioD.'* 

Mr.  RuTLEDGB  said,  as  he  wished  to  have  a 
correct  anderstandiDg  of  the  intention  of  the 
mover  of  the  amendment,  he  wished  to  be  inform- 
ed whether  be  hdieved  there  was  any  portion  of 
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the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  not  read 
the  Constitution,  or  whether,  in  his  opinion,  there 
were  any  parts  of  the  Union  in  which  it  had  not 
been  pr<>mulgated  ?  His  colleague,  in  justifica- 
tion of  his  having  moved  for  a  further  promulga- 
tion of  two  laws  passed  in  the  last  sessioa  <tf  Con- 
gress, had  stated,  as  facts  of  his  own  knowledge 
that,  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  where  disccai- 
tents  had  been  manifested,  and  where  reaolotiona 
had  been  entered  into  censuring  the  alien  and  se* 
dition  laws,  that  discontents  had  been  generated 
by  misrepresentation  of  the  provisions  of  these 
laws ;  that  resolutions  censuring  them  as  uncon^ 
stitutional  had  been  procured,  not  by  circnUitintf 
and  promulgating  what  were  the  laws  of  the  laa^ 
but  by  distnbuling  and  publishing  copies  of  two 
bills  which  had  been  projected  in  the  Senate,  and 
which  did  not  pa»  either  House  of  Congress,  and 
which  were  very  dissimilar  to  the  existing  laws. 
Withtheknowledgeofthesefact5,it  might  be  proper 
for  the  National  I^islature  to  order  an  additional 
publication  of  the  sedition  and  alien  laws,  for  the 
purpose  of  diffusing  a  knowledge  of  them,  and  re- 
moving those  errors  and  prejudices  ^ich  luid 
been  created  by  false  copies  and  gross  misrepre- 
sentations. But  why  tnese  laws  were  to  havt 
annexed  to  them  certain  parts  of  the  Constitution, 
which  the  opposers  pf  the  laws  in  quMtion  had 
declared  were  violated  by  them,  he  could  not  im- 
derstand,  unless  there  were  -  parts  of  the  United 
States  where  the  Constitution  was  not  to  be  pro- 
cured; if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  de- 
clare that  to  be  the  case,  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment,  but  he  would  not  vote  for  it  when 
intended  (as  he  believed  it  to  be)  as  "an  appeal 
to  the  people ;"  that  measure  had  oeen  abandooed 
in  the  country,  where  it  bad  its  origin,  and  where 
its  practice  had  been  marked  by  every  species  of 
disorder,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  aaopt  this 
popular  measure. 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that, 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  ebDlUtions  of  discon- 
tent had  occurred,  when  the  invitations  were  re- 
membered which  accompanied  &e  sedition  bill  to 
the  people  to  resist  it  Certain  gentlemen  had 
declared  it  unconstitutional,  and  expressed  their 
wish  that  the  people  would  resist  its  execution ; 
our  constituents  had  been  told  by  them  that,  to 
rebel  against  this  law  which  invaded  their  Consti- 
tutional rights,  was  a  duty  they  owed  their  coun* 
try.  When  he  recollected  these  attempts  to  &^t- 
ate  the  country,  he  was  surprised  that  our  citi- 
zens had  discovered  so  much  patience,  wisdom, 
and  good  sense,  as  they  bad  by  tbeir  ready  acqui- 
escence in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  wbich  many 
members  of  Congress  hhd  been  active  in  repre- 
senting to  be  unconstitutional.  They  had,  how- 
ever, after  a  very  learned  debate,  and  persevering 
opposition,  been  deemed  Constitadonal  by  major* 
itiea  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  Jnc^fe^ 
who  had  acted  under  than,  had  declared  them  to 
be  perfectly  Constitutional,  and  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  make  "  an  appeal  to  the  people,"  to  knOw 
whether  they  deemed  them  Constitutional ;  hiil  if 
any  gentleman  would  declare  that  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  any  part  of  the  country  in  obtaining 
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copies  of  the  Coostitution,  he  would  hare  no  ob- 
jectioQ  to  voting  the  distribution  of  a  aecessary 
number.    He  suspected,  however,  that  this  was  i 
BOt  precisely  the  object  of  the  ameDdment.  i 

Mr.  Harper  desired  to  pass  by  the  extreme  fu- 
tility  of  publishiog  to  the  people,  at  this  day,  parts 
of «  Ck»istittttioo  which  had  been  in  force  ten 
jeara,  and  the  excessire  futility  of  such  an  idea ; 
out  he  would  say  that,  if  the  gentleman  would 
extend  hia  amendment  to  the  whole  of  die  Con- 
•titution,  his  motion  would  tw  better  deserriog  of 
•onsideration.  For,  if  these  extracts  which  he 
noposes  were  published,  who  can  tell  that  the  gcn- 
ueman  himsdf  might  not  inform  his  c<Hutituents 
that  they  were  not  true  extracts.  If  it  were  thought 
that  the  people  want  information  with  respect  to 
im  iasttument  to  which  they  bare  so  frequently 
expressed  their  attachment,  let  the  whole  be 
nriDted.  He  would  not  object  to  the  printing  of 
60,000  01  even  of  500,000  of  them.  But  what 
Vould  the  gentleman  have  thought  of  me,  if,  in- 
■tead  of  printing  the  whole  of  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion, I  had  proposed  to  make  extracts  from  them  ? 
jSe  would  certainly  have  treated  the  subject  with 
laughteFj  instead  of  argument.  Indeed,  he  thought 
the  makug  oi  a  propositioo  like  the  present,  was 
ttifling,  and  sportiiw  with  what  ought  to  be  held 
lacref— the  laws  or  the  land« 

Mr.  Dawbon  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rutlbooe)  had  treated  him 
vith  candor.  He  ought  to  have  recollected  that 
tjie  original  proposition  did  not  come  from  him  ; 
(hat  he  bad  moved  a  postponement  of  it ;  that  he 
^d  proposed  to  add  to  it,  not  only  those  parts 
fA'  the  CoDstitution  which  militate,  in  his  opiDion,_ 
against  the  laws,  but  those  said  to  be  in  faror  ot 
them.  For  bis  own  part,  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  so  ignorant 
with  respect  to  these  laws  as  they  had  been  rep- 
resented ;  but  if  it  were  thought  necessary  to  make 
Ute  proposed  publication  of  them,  he  was  con^ 
vinced  tt  was  full  as  necessary  to  print  the  parts 
of  the  CoDSCltution  which  he  had  proposed. 

iSi*  S.  Shith  understood  that  the  ground  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad 
iffougbt  forward  his  motion,  was  to  remore  cer- 
tain misrepresentations  which  had  been  made  of 
these  laws.  He  alluded  particularly,  as  he  thought, 
to  the  State  of  Virginia.  For  his  own  part,  he  be- 
lieved that  State,  as  well,  perhaps  better  informed, 
itrith  respect  to  these  laws,  than  any  Stale  in  the 
Union,  tor  they  are  made  there  the  criterion  of 
their  elections.  They  are,  therefore,  everywhere 
read  and  rlisfii-spd  pro  and  con.  What,  said  Mr. 
H.J  is  ihe  Husrejiruicntation  of  these  laws  com- 
platud^d  ol  1  Tliey  are  represented  as  unnecessary 
•ikd  UDcoDstiiutionaU  Will  the  simple  publication 
of,  these  laws  do  away  this  opinion  ?  Certainly 
not  s  because,  whmthe  people  read  the  lews,  they 
will  not  have  the  Oonstitation  to  compare  with 
them. 

Mr.  Harper  interrupted  Mr.  S.,  to  deny  that 
be  had  said  thU  w»a  the  ground  of  complaint,  but 
&n  ibe  pcoviucqu  of  the  law  «e  misunderstood, 
imidMC  ^ffiir  eOAtenta are  not  correctly  known. 
JII^T  {^.SipVH  fiili,  he  understeod  the  gentle- 
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man;  but  be  believed  the  unconstitutionality  of 
these  laws  is  what  is  most  complained  of ;  and 
this  was  the  principal  reason  why  their  passage 
was  so  warmly  opp(^ed  in  this  House.  He  was 
of  opinion,  therefore,  if  the  laws  were  sent  out  to 
the  people,  these  parts  of  the  Constitution  ought  to 
go.  too,  out  he  saw  no  occasion  (ot  either. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  did  not  particularly  allude 
to  Virginia ;  nor  did  he  mention  any  place,  until 
he  was  called  to  do  so.   He  spoke  of  the 

Southern  States  generally,  and  particularly  of  his 
own  State.  He  did,  however,  believe  that  these 
laws  are  as  much  raisandemtood  in  Virginia,  as 
anywhere. 

Mr.  Sprioq  obserred,  that  the  gentleman  first 
up  from  South  Carolinal  had  said  that,  if  any  gen- 
tleman would  state  to  tne  House  that  his  constit- 
uents  are  not  in  full  possession  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  amendments  which  have  been  added  to  it. 
he  should  think  the  present  amendment  necessary. 
He  would  mention  a  circumstance  which  took 
place  at  a  public  meeting,  held  for  an  electioneer- 
mg  purpose,  in  his  district,  which  ought  to  con- 
vince him  tliat,  at  least,  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  are  not  generally  known.  One  of 
these  acts  was  spoken  of  at  this  meeting  as  un- 
constitutional;  when  a  gentleman  of  great  re- 
spectability (if  property  can  make  a  man  so)  held 
in  his  hand  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  support  the  opposite  opinion  ;  and  when  he  was 
referred  to  one  of  the  amendments,  as  materially 
affected,  he  said,  that  amendment  was  not  to  be 
found  in  his  Constitution,  nor  had  he  ever  heard 
of  any  amendments  being  added  to  the  Constila- 
tion. 

Mr.  GoROON  said,  the  original  motion  was  only 
supportable  from  the  nature  of  the  lavs  and  the 
period  of  their  duration.  If  promulgedoniyinthe 
usual  way,  they  would  scarcely  be  known  before 
they  expired,  and  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  this 
extraordinary  publication;  for  one,  if  not  both  of 
the  laws,  was  to  continue  in  force  only  two  years. 
The  laws  intended  to  be  permanent,  he  believed, 
were  sufficiently  known  by  the  ordinary  mode  of 
publication. 

But,  said  he,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  circu- 
late sundry  parts  of  the  Constitution.  Upon  what 
principle  is  this  founded?  Could  it  be  supposed 
that  gentlemen  would  agree  in  any  selection  of 
passages  from  the  Constitution?  It  could  not; 
every  one  would  wish  to  have  such  parts  printed 
as  favored  his  own  opinions.  But,  what  was  the 
object  of  the  selection?  To  enable  the  people  to 
decide  whether  these  laws  are  Constitutional  or 
not.  What  would  be  the  consequence?  A  mob, 
or  large  collection  of  people,  will  be  brought  to- 
gether to  decide  this  question.  The  consequence 
seems  to  be  this,  that  if  they  determine  them  to 
be  unconstitutional^  they  wiu  also  determine  to 
oppose  their  execution.  Gentlemen  sorely  do  not 
contemplate  such  an  effect  as  tbisj  imd,  if  not, 
they  ought  not  to  be  desirous  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  to  these  laws  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. Gentlemen  had  said,  that  these  laws  were 
made  the  touchstone  at  elections  in  a  certain  qtiar- 
ter  of  the  Union ;  if  so^  it  would  certainly  be  im- 
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proper  ia  this  Honse  to  send  out  inythiDg  which 
might  affect  those  elections,  by  declaring  men  of 
a  certain  opinion  friendly,  and  those  of  an  oppo- 
■he  omnion,  lufriendly  to  tbe  Constitution.  In- 
deed, lie  saw  no  gioond  upon  which  tbe  proposed 
pabhcatioa  of  parts  of  the  Con^tution  could  be 
rounded.  The  Constitution  itsdf,  he  believed,  is 
in  the  hands  of  almost  every  eitizra.  He  should 
HaA  for  his  ofmstituents,  muiy  of  whom  have 
sirom  to  support  it,  did  he  suppose  that  any  eon* 
iiderable  number  of  them  were  unacquainted  with 
tbe  whole  of  its  contents.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  motion  would  be  negatired. 

Mr.  B001.BBTON  rose  to  move  a  postponement 
of  this  qnestioa.  Bein^  a  new  member,  and  un- 
«sed  to  speak  in  pnblic  assemblies,  it  was  with 
reluctance  that  he  offered  his  sentiments.  But  the 
Motion  wbicfa  he  proposed  was  founded  on  the 
idem  that  an  attempt  would  be  hereafter  made  to 
npml  these  laws,  wbicfa^  he  trusted,  would  be  snc- 
eeMol.  He  was  uBwilUng,  therobfe,  that  tbe 
minds  of  the  peofAe,  which  are  in  many  parts  of 
Ae  Union,  (he  knew  it  was  the  ease  in  the  disttict 
from  wbenee  he  oame,)  already  sufficiently  irri- 
tated, should  be  wounded  unnecessarily  by  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  which  would  be  wholly  useless, 
if  a  repeal  takes  jdace.  And,  he  trusted,  if  these 
laws  should  aj^ear  neither  called  for  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  limes,  nor  warranted  by  the  Consti- 
ttdoo,  a  majority  (a  Congress  would  not  insist  in 
eoDtinning  them  in  force  mvely  to  show  their 
power  or  their  infallibility. 

The  Speakbr  said,  he  was  sorry  to  interrupt  a 
■ew  member,  but  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
mforming  him  that  he  wax  departing  from  order. 

Mr.  Bgolestoh  said  he  meant  to  show  by  his 
observatioDs  tbe  [M'opnety  of  a  postponement. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  they  were  wholly  out 
CHrder,  as  no  member  could  answer  any  obser- 
Tations  upon  the  merits  of  the  laws,  all  remarks 
most  be  confined  to  the  proposed  extra  publica- 
tion. 

Mr.  EooLBSTOK  saying  be  wished  to  comply 
with  the  rules  of  the  House,  sat  down. 

Mr.  NiOBOLAS  seconding  the  motion  for  a  post- 
ponement, it  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being 
only  25  rotes  for  it. 

Mr.  Dawson  eaid,  from  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Ceroltaa,  (Mr.  Har- 
per,} and  others,  he  was  induced  to  withdraw  his 
mouon,  and  to  more  the  following  addition  to  tbe 
original  motion :  "  And  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  as  now  amended." 

Mr.  W.  CLAisraNE  hoped  that  this  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to.  It  would  be  diffusing  among 
ikt  people  u^nrmatitm  highly  important,  and  in- 
temtion  of  which  they  U  present  stood  m  need. 
Be  wotild  undertake  to  aar,  that  the  fieople  whem 
keiepreseMed  wanted  thu  infomtioaj  and  he 
believed  it  was  generally  wanted  ibrougbout  the 
Wettvn  conntrr,  as  the  Constitution,  and  espe- 
eiaHy  the  araenunents  which  have  been  added  to 
it,  has  not  been  so  generally  circulated  as  he  could 
have  wished;  and,  except  this  amendment  snc- 
eaeds,  the  alleged  ot^cot  of  the  morver  of  Um  origi' 
nal  ptopoeition,  woald  not  be  Uswered.  Wut 
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was  that  object  1  It  was  to  circulate  information 
respectiDg  these  laws,  because,  for  want  of  it,  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  been  fermented  by  misia- 
formation.  But,  permit  me,  said  Mr.  C.,  to  tell 
that  gentleman  that  the  parts  of  the  country  to 
which  his  observations  apply,  are  not  misinformed 
as  to  Uie  contents  of  these  laws.  In  Kentucky,  he 
had  been  informed,  they  had  been  circulated  in  the 
form  of  handbills,  and  that  there  are  few  persons 
who  could  not  produce  a  copy  of  them ;  out,  he 
believed  that  few  persons,  comparatively,  possess- 
ed copies  of  the  Constitution  as  amended.  The 
expediency  of  these  laws,  he  said,  had  been  a  sec- 
ondary consideration  with  the  people ;  their  pri- 
mary objection  to  them  is,  that  tney  are  violations 
of  tbe  Constitution.  And,  if  the  people  have  been 
misled  as  to  this  point,  and  not  as  10  the  details  of 
the  taws,  this  amendment  must  be  conceded  to  be 
proper.  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  be  glad  to  take  any 
step  which  might  be  calculated  to  allay  the  pres- 
ent fermentation  of  the  public  mind  with  respeet 
to  these  laws,  which  he  believed  existed  in  an 
alarming  dt^ree  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union.  If 
a  pnbUeation  of  tbe  Oonstttuticm  wonld  do  it,  it 
would  be  well.  At  any  rate,  it  would  have  no  bad 
effect;  for  if  these  laws  are  Constitutional,  and 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  the 
Judges  have  declared  them  so^  this  pobkeation 
may  convince  the  people  of  their  error,  and  dis- 
appoint those,  if  such  there  be.  who  wish  to  mis- 
Lead  them.  It  Vas  his  wish  that  the  Qeneral 
Oorernment  should  receive,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  receive  from  the  people,  all  the  respect  to 
which  it  is  entitled. 

Mr.  Thatorer  agreed  with  the  g^tleman  who 
bad  just  sat  down,  that  the  people  in  the  West- 
em  country  were  greatly  mismfonned ;  but  he  did 
not  believe  it  was  either  with  respect  to  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  laws,  but  on  moral  subjects. 

Tbe  Speakbb  said,  no  remark' oi  this  kind  could 
possibly  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Thatchbr  said  he  was  about  to  state  Acts, 
from  which  he  meant  to  draw  an  argument  against 
the  publication  of  the  Constitution.  If  any  con- 
clusion could  be  drawn  from  the  speeches  of  their 
Qoveraon,  and  Legislators,  and  public  meetings, 
it  is  evident  they  are  misinformed,  and  in  a  state 
of  ignorance,  not  of  tbe  Constitution  or  of  the 
taws  in  question,  as,  when  they  quote  either,  they 
quote  them  correctly.  These  speeches  and  reso- 
lutions have  appeared  in  newspapers  in  the  bands 
of  their  clei^  and  agents.  It  was  not  political 
information  which  these  people  were  in  want  of, 
but  moral  information,  correct  habits,  and  r^alar 
fixed  characters. 

Mr.  Nicholas  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
WM  in  order? 

The  Spbakbb  replied,  that  very  many  of  his 
remarks  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Tratohbr,  after  a  few  other  observations 
en  the  people's  want  of  moral  information,  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Clopton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  which  were  agreea  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Gallatim  did  not  know  that  there  was  any 
great  neoessity  for  publishing  the  Constittttion  in 
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the  manner  proposed ;  but  tbis  be  was  conTinced 
of,  tbat  there  was  as  much  necessity  for  the  pro- 
posed ameDdmeat  as  for  the  original  resolution ; 
and  that,  therefore,  if  the  resolulioo  was  adopted, 
the  ameodmeut  ought  to  be  adopted  also. 

It  had  been  said,  bjr  geotlemea  who  seem  in 
favor  of  printing  these  two  laws  and  not  the  Con- 
■titattoi^  that  the  laws  are  not  known ;  but  tbat 
the  Constitution  is  knowo.  He  betieved  those 
ffentlemen  lie  under  a  mistake.  The  laws  have 
been  published  again  and  a^in  in  every  part  of 
the  Union,  whereas  the  Constitution,  as  amended, 
has  never  been  published  and  promulgated.  The 
original  Constitutioo  had,  indeed,  been  published, 
and  is  generallv  in  the  hands  of  the  people ;  but, 
as  to  the  amendments,  many  persons  do  not  know 
how  many  of  (hem  have  become  a  part  of  thai 
instrumenL  Nor  can  it  be  ascertained  anywhere, 
except  in  one  edition  of  the  laws,  it  is  added  by 
way  of  Qote,  that  ten  of  the  ameodmeDts  now  form 
a  part  of  the  CoDstitution.  Can  it  be  surpnsing 
that  the  people  at  large  should  be  uninformed  as 
to  this  poiot,  when  only  two  years  ago,  a  commit- 
tee of  this  House,  to  whom  the  subject  was  refer- 
red, reported  it,  as  their  opiuion,  tnat  no  part  of 
these  amendmeots  were  become  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitutioD,  thtee-fotirths  of  all  the  States  not  haviag 
concurred  in  them  t  It  was  true  their  report  was 
reversed ;  but  when  Congress  itself  has  so  lately 
determined  these  ameodmeots  to  be  a  part  of  the 
CoQstituttoD,  it  is  not  strange^  that  the  people 
should  Dot  be  well  ioformed  on  the  subject.  It 
may  be  said  these  arguments  apply  only  to  the 
amendments,  but  as  no  one  could  produce  a  publi- 
cation of  the  Constttuticm  as  amended,  he  wished 
it  now,  for  the  6rst  time,  to  be  published. 

Have  any  objections  been  ofier^  to  this  propo- 
sition which  ought  to  have  any  weight?  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  was  first 
up,  comptaiaed  that  a  publication  of  this  kind 
would  be  an  appeal  to  the  people.  He  did  not 
preciseljr  understand  what  ne  meant  j  but  if  a 
publication  of  the  Constitution  can  be  called  an 
appeal  to  the  people,  what  will  the  gentleman 
term  the  proposed  extra  publication  of  the  laws 
in  question?  Has  it  hom  said  that  this  promal- 

Stion  of  the  laws  is  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
e  people  against  prosecutions  under  them  ?  Is 
this  the  object  of  the  publication  ?  No ;  the  avow- 
ed object  is,  to  convince  the  people  the  taws  are 
good  and  expedient;  which,  being  an  appeal  to 
the  people,  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  the 
Constitution. 

Another  gentleman,  from  New  Hampshire,  has 
made  use  ofa  most  extraordinary  argument.  He 
'says  the  publication  is  necessary,  because  the  laws 
expire  in  two  years  j  but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
by  what  kind  of  logic  he  makes  it  more  necessary 
to  publish  a  law  in  an  extraordinary  manner 
whu;h  has  only  an  existeaee  of  two  years-than  a 
law  permanent  in  its  nature,  and  especially  than 
the  Constitution  itself.  Does  he  tbmk  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  disregarded,  or  set  aside  for  two 
years,  on  account  of  these  laws?  This  observa- 
tion did  not  £aU  from  him,  who  was  always  op- 
posed to  these  laws,  but  from  one  U  their  suppon- 
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ers.  But  this  gentleman  had  made  use  of  an  ex- 
pression which  he  certainly  had  not  sufficiently 
attended  to.  Speaking  of  the  meetings,  or  assmn.- 
blies  of  the  people,  which  had  been  held  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States  on  the  subjeet  <tf 
these  laws,  he  made  use  ef  the  word  "  mob!"  He 
called  these  assemblies  of  the  people  "  a  mob.** 
This  he  cooceived  improper,  and  espcciaUy  at 
this  time,  when  it  is  known  that  not  only  respoe*- 
able  meeliiu;s  of  the  people  have  beeo  held  to  con- 
sider these  laws,  but  that  the  Legislatures  of  some 
States  have  taken  up  the  subject 

Upon  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  TBATCHBR,)lie  would  make 
no  remark.  They  appeared  too  frivc^us  to  merit 
any.  So  far  as  they  went,  they  were  as  forciUe 
against  the  proposition  as  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cbaik  said,  as  a  gentleman  from  Vi^^ia 
bad  called  the  yeas  and  na^rs  upon  the  present 
question,  he  wished  to  state  tus  reasons  for  votinc 
against  tWii  amendment.  If  any  gentleman  would 
declare  his  constituents  in  want  of  information 
with  respect  to  the  Constitution,  and,  after  the 
proposition  for  printing  these  laws  shall  have  been 
decided,  bring  lorwara  a  substantive^  distinct  pro- 
position, he  would  vote  in  &ror  of  it.  He  coaU 
not  allow  the  State  from  which  he  came,  how- 
ever, to  lie  under  the  imputation  of  ignoranoe^ 
with  respect  to  the  Constitution,  which  had  been 
cast  upon  it,  by  voting  for  the  present  ameodmeat. 
He  hoped  the  ins|^nce  which  his  coUeasue  had 
mentioned  was  a  solitary  one.  Nor  could  he  agree 
to  publish  these  laws  and  the  Constitution  by  way 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  people  to  them. 
He  was  sorry  the  original  proposition  had  been 
made.  He  did  not  think  any  act  of  Congress 
ought  to  he  published  more  than  others.  The 
laws  were  supposed  to  be  sufficiently  promulgated 
to  the  people  ;  if  not,  means  ought  to  be  adi^ted 
for  the  purpose. 

The  Sfbakeh  said,  these  observaiioos  were 
against  the  resoluticm  generally,and  nottheamendr 
moit. 

Mr.  Cbaik  wished  these  acts  to  be  idaced  oa 
Uie  same  ground  with  all  other  acts,  ana  not  ■ap- 
posed to  be  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  people. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  both  the  anum- 
ment  and  the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  opposed  to  this  amend- 
ment. If  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  liad 
not  been  sufficiently  published,  they  ought  to  be 
so.  It  was  derogatory  lo  this  House  to  suppose 
this  to  be  the  fact.  In  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sented, the  town  clerk  of  every  town  had  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  put  into  his  hand.  He  had 
hoped  every  State  had  done  the  same.  When  this 
.  resolution  was  first  brought  forward,  it  was  ou  the 
ground  that  the  newspapers  did  not  give  sufficient 
mformation  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  on  this 
ground  that  he  proposed  to  rote  in  favor  of  the 
proposition ;  but  he  could  not  consent  at  this  day 
to  publish  again  either  the  whole  or  parts  oi  the 
CoostituUon. 

Mr.  Harti^bv  was  swry  the  original  motion 
was  made  by  the  gentleoun  from  South  Carolina. 
U  ia  well  known,  siUd  Mr.  H.,  that  some  puts  of 
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the  Union  are  at  present  much  agitated  by  Uiese 
laws.  If  any  miaehief  had  been  done  by  misrep- 
resentatioD,  that  time  was  now  passed  ;  it  was 
done  before  the  laws  were  Aiade  public ;  tber  have 
now  been  pretty  generally  published.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  employed  to  disiribnte  the  laws  of 
CoDffress  in  the  ser^'al  States,  and  if  the  laws  of 
the  Hst  sessi(»i  hare  not  reached  them,  they  soon 
will.  He  beliered  the  bill  which  had  been  first  in- 
troduced into  the  Senate,  had  done  much  mis- 
chief; bnt  he  had  no  donot  these  laws  would  be 
sufficientlr  circulated  to  do  away  any  misinform- 
ation, witnont  the  proposed  extra  publication.  He 
hoped  neither  the  amendment  nor  the  original 
proposition  would  be  a^^reed  to. 

The  question  on  printing  the  Constitution,  along 
with  the  lam,  was  taken  by  veas  and  uays,  and 
stood — yeas  3^  nays  41,  as  ralows : 

TsAs—Abralum  Baldwin,  David  Bird,  Thomw 
Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  John 
Cloplon,  John  Dawson,  Georg*  Dent,  Joseph  Eggles- 
ton,  Lacaa  Hlmendorf,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Gregg > 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonatlun 
N.  Havens,  Jow^  Heister.  David  HoboM,  Walter 
Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  James  Macbir,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
ooo,  William  Matthews,  Blair  McCIenacban,  Anthony 
Mew,  John  Nicholas,  Jonah  Parker,  Samuel  Smith,  WU- 
Ham  Smitbt  Ridiaid  Dobbs  Spaight,  Richard  Sprigg, 
Bicbard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

Nats — Bailey  Bartlett,  Jonathan  Brace,  David 
Brooks,  John  Chapman,  Jas.  Cocbrao,  William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmond, 
Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan 
Freeman,  Heniy  Glen,  Cbanncey  Goodrich,  William 
Gordon,  JohnA.  Hanna,  Thwnas  Hartley,  WiUiam 
Hindman.  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imhy,  Lewis 
R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas 
Pinduury,  John  Reed.Jobn  Rntledge,  jr., James  Schore- 
man,  Samuel  Bewail,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Stn- 
nicfcsni,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Spragve,  Geo.  Thatch- 
er, Ridiard  Thmnas,  ThMnas  Tillmghast.  John  E.  Van 
Akn,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Roboil  Wain,  and  John  Wil- 
Bamsl 

The  original  propositimi  being  now  under  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  lest  it  should  be  understood 
that  those  members  who  were  in  favor  of  publish- 
ing the  Constitution,  or  such  parts  of  it  as  are  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  were  opposed  to  the  orisi- 
nal  resolotion,  he  must  imwillmgly,  trouble  t^e 
House  wiUi  another  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sfraoub  professed  himsdf  opposed  to  the 
resoIatioQ  entirely,  as  ansusceptible  of  amend- 
ment, and  wholly  useless.  He  helieved  the  laws 
which  it  proposM  to  have  printed,  had  been  more 
read,  and  are  better  understood,  than  any  other 
laws  of  the  United  States.  At  any  rate,  having 
been  published  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  mode,  he 
was  not  willing  to  give  his  consent  to  any  special 
publication  of  them ;  for,  if  asked  why  it  haa  been 
done,  he  could  not  give  any  good  ressoD  for  it.  If 
any  principle,  said  be,  is  more  fixed  in  a  Repnbli- 
can  Government  than  another,  it  is  that  majorities 
ought  always  to  govern;  and  these  lawii  having 
been  passed  by  a  majority  of  Ckmgresa,  they  must 


be  considered  and  obeyed  as  Const  itational  and 
proper. 

Mr.  Thatcbvr  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
groond  of  this  motion  hadoeea  put  upon  a  wrong 
fooling.  It  seemed  as  if  the  object  was  to  enable 
the  people  to  determine  whether  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion are  Constitutional  or  not ;  whereas  the  object 
is  to  inform  the  people  of  the  contents  of  these  law^ 
that,  knowing  them,  they  may  not  offend  against 
them.  When  a  tax  was  laid  upon  carnage^ 
which  a  certain  part  of  the  Union  conceived  to 
be  uncoDstitutional,  they  brought  the  question  be- 
fore the  Judiciary,  and  when  the  law  was  there 
determined  to  be  Constitutional,  it  was  acquiesced 
in.  Where  would  be  the  use  of  sending  out  the 
Constitution  with  these  laws,  for  the  purpose  o£ 
examination  by  the  peojAe  ?  For,  if  they  were  to 
determine  them  unconstitutional,  they  would,  ne- 
verthdess,  be  liable  to  prosecution  for  a  breach  of 
them.  He  hoped  the  question  would  be  thtis  nn- 
derstood. 

Mr.  JoaiAH  Pabebk  thought  this  proposition 
yet  capable  of  amendment  It  has  been  agreed 
that  the  Constitution  is  welt  understood,  and  that 
these  laws  are  also  pretty  generally  known  ;  but, 
as  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  it  is  ac- 
knowledged, have  not  been  sufficiently  promulga- 
ted, he  shomd  propose  to  amend  the  resolutionl>y 
adding  to  it  the  amendments  of  the  Constitution 
agreed  to  in  the  year  1789.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had, 
in  the  first  instaoee,  vcrtad  for  the  publication  of 
the  Constitution  as  amended,  with  the  two  laws^ 
as  it  might  have  given  satis&etion  to  some,  though 
he  believed  the  great  mass  of  the  people  did  not 
stand  in  need  of  another  edition  of  the  orinnal 
Constitution.  He  had  voted  against  pQblishiog 
extracts  frOm  that  instrument,  because  be  thought 
it  unfair  to  publish  it  in  parte;  bnt,  as  these 
amendments  are  little  known,  he  wished  to  see 
them  published. 

Mr.  Hartley  observed,  if  the  people  of  this 
country  are  not  acquainted  with  the  amendments 
which  have  been  made  to  the  Constitution,  the 
subject  can  be  acted  upon  at  any  time;  but  he 
hoped  neither  the  original  proposition  nor  this 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to.  The  publication 
will  impiv  that  our  conduct  has  not  been  what  it 
,ought  to  nave  been,  by  our  calling  for  an  eztraoi^ 
dinaryexamination  of^it.  If  the  sulgect  was  sepa- 
rately brought  forward,  he  would  not  object  to  the 
publication  of  theamendments  totheConstttatioD. 

The  question  on  adding  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— 45  to  38,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomaa 
Bhnm^  William  Charles  Ctaibome,  J<dm  Cloptof^ 
John  Dawion,  George  Deo^  Josqih  "Eg^iettoa,  Lncac 
Elmendort  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter  B. 
HBrrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joeqih  Heiiter,  David 
Hobnes,  Walter  Jonea,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McClenachan,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholai^ 
Josiah  Parker,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Dobbs  Spught,  Richard  S[ffigg,  Richard  Stanford, 
Abrwn  l^igg,  Jdm  Trire.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Jo- 
BK>h  B.  Vamum,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

Naxs— Jfloathan  Bnoa,  Robert  Biowa,  Cbrialaphsc 
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€1.  Chunplin,  John  Chapman,  Jsidm  Coclintn,  Wil- 
liam Craik,  Samuel  W.,  Dana,  John  Dennia,  William 
Bdmond,  Thomas  Evaiu,  Abid  Foster,  Dwigbt  Footer, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Heni;  Glen,  Chaonce;  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  GriawoM,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Sobert  Goodloe Harper,  Themaa  Hartley,  WilliamHind- 
man^  Hezekiati  L.  Hocmer*  Jamee  H<  Imlaj,  Jamea 
MMhir,  WUliam  Matthew^  Lewia  B.  Morrii,  HaniKm 
O.  Otia,  laaac  Fa^,  Thomia  Pinofciuy,  Jolm  Reed, 
John  Rutledgc^  jr.,  Jamea  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall, 
William  Shepud,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Ricbard  Thomaa,  Tho- 
mas TUIin^aat,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Pel0g  Wadaworth, 
Robert  Wain,  and  John  WiUiami. 

The  question,  of  course,  recurred  upon  the  origi- 
nal resolution,  when 

Mr.  Edhond  rose,  and  said  that  when  this  res- 
olution was  first  laid  upon  the  table,  on  hearing 
the  obserratioDS  of  the  gentleman  who  made  it, 
that  in  the  course  of  his  travels  be  had  met  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  unacquainted  with  these  laws, 
stating  also  a  general  igtK)raDce  of  the  people  re- 
specting them,  and  that  certain  rough  drafts  of 
biUs  had  been  read  for  the  sedition  Jaw,  it  occur- 
red to  his  mind  that  the  first  view  of  the  Legisla- 
ttur^after  passing  laws,  being  to  make  them  known 
to  the  people,  ii  Uiese  lawi  are  not  sufficiently 
known,  they  ought  to  be.  It  struck  him,  also,  that 
as  certain  incendiaries  appeared  to  be  taking  ad- 
TSDtage  of  this  ignorance,  it  afforded  an  additional 
reason  for  making  them  linown  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble ;  he  had,  therefore,  determined  to  vote  for 
them.  But,  after  seeing  the  several  amendments 
which  had  been  pro|K>sed,  and  hearing  the  argu- 
ments adduced  against  the  measure;  when  he 
was  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
niiu  and  others,  that  these  laws  had  been  printed 
in  oandbills,  and  published  more  than  any  other 
laws;  that  they  had  been  made  the  groundwork 
for  meetings  and  declamations  of  self-created  ora- 
tors, and  o?  persons  ill  disposed  towards  our  Oov- 
ernment,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  uneasiness ; 
he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  publication,  since  the 
Legislature  had  done  its  duty  in  having  the  laws 
puiuiahed  in  the  tuual  way ;  and,  the  original  res- 
olution being  unnecessary,  the  amendments  are 
equally  unnecessary.  It  appears  that  both  these 
laws  and  the  Constitution  are  well  known,  and 
that  an  extra  publication  of  them  could  have  mf 
other  effect  t^n  to  invite  the  people  to  assemble 
together,  once  more  to  act  over  the  same  scenes  of 
disorder  and  confusion,  which  have  been  acted  too 
oAen  already.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against 
the  proposition. 

Mt.Gali^tih  wished  to  set  the  gentleman  from 
'Connecticut  right  in  one  respect.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said 
8  word  about  any  meetings  in  Pennsylvania ;  if 
diere  bad  been  any,  he  himself  had  not  beard  of 
them. 

Mr.  EoHOMD  declared  he  had  not  said  anything 
about  meeting  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  quesuon  on  the  original  resolution  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  tlw  negative— yeas  34, 
nays  45,  as  follows : 

Tu»*AMmmi  Baldwin,  Ba^  BMd,  ThooM 
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Blount,  William  Charlea  Cole  Claawma,  John  Clop- 
ton,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Eggleaton,  Lucaa  Elmeo- 
dorf,  Albcvt  GallaCiD,  William  Gordon,  Andrew  Grwgg, 
Robot  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison.  Jonadiasi 
N.  Havou,  Joseph  Heister,  DsTid  Holma^  WaUer 
Jonea,  Jamea  Machir,  Nathuiel  Maoon,  WtUbm  Malt- 
thew%  Blair  McClenadian,  Anthmy  New,  John  Ni^ 
teholaa,  Joaiah  Parker,  WiUiVD  Smith,  Biohaid  Dobbs 
Spaigh^  Richard  Sprigg^  Richard  Staufiiid,  George 
Thatcher,  Abnun  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landtj  Joseph  B.  Vartimn,  and  John  Wiltiama. 

Mats— Bailey  Bartlett,  Jonathan  Brace^  David 
Brooks,  Robert  Brown,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John 
Ch^man,  James  Cochran,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Wm-  Edmond,  Thoa. 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Henry  Glen,  Cbauncey  Goodrich,  Rtwo-Griswold,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Thomaa  Hartic?,  Willbm  Hindman,  Hei^iah 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imliw,  Matthew  Lock^  Lewis 
R.  Moni%  Harrison  O.  001,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas 
Pindcney,  John  Reed,  John  Rntiedge,  jr..  Jama 
Schureman,  Samoe!  Seindl,  William  Shepard,  Thomas 
Sinnickson,  Nadtaniel  Smith,  P^eg  Spi^fue,  Rtchaid 
Thomas,  Marie  Thomson,  Thomas  Tilfingbaat,  John 
£.  Van  Alen,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Peleg  Wadswortt^, 
and  Robert  Wain. 


MoMnAT,  December  17. 

M.  W.  CLAiBonNB  laid  the  fdlowing  resolation 
upon  the  table: 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senatt  and  Bmue  of  Aspresente- 
Uva  of  Amerua  in  Cor^rtu  assemokd.  That  ths 
i^eaetary  of  State  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  asthorized  wad 
directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  a  certainnumber  of  ct^ues 

not  exceeding  thoosand  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

United  States,  togedier  with  the  aroandments  which 
have  been  made  thereto^  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  dis- 
tributed gratis  throughout  the  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  directed  to 
prepare  ai>d  report  a  bill  respecting  balances  da« 
from  certain  States,  reported  a  bul,  which  was 
read  and  committed. 

NUMBER  OF  ARMED  VESSELS,  dkc.  * 
Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  as  the  law  of  last  ses- 
sion for  increasing  the  Navy  Establishment  had 
given  great  discretionary  powers  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  he  thought  it  proper  that  the 
House  should  receive  some  information  as  to  what 
had  been  done  in  consequence  of  these  powers, 
particularly  as  it  appeared  to  be  an  avowed  object 
to  increase  the  Nary  Establishment  during  the 

f'iresent  session.  He  therefore  proposed  the  fol- 
owing  resolution : 

"Reaoboed,  That  the  Sectetaiy  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  Ais  House  an  account  of  all  the  armed 
veaaels  emfdoyed  in,  or  preparing  for,  the  senrioe  of  the 
United  Sutes,  with  an  satioMta  of  ths  axpensss  of  their 
equipment,  and  of  their  annual  aapftaX." 

Mr.  J.  Parkeb  had  no  objection  to  this  uquiry  j 
but  as  the  committee  already  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Nary  Bstab- 
lislmient,  wiU  certainly  make  this  ■  part  d  tbor 
business,  he  did  not  see  any  neeessity  for  thisreso- 
Intion.  He,  as  «M      that  oommiUM,  ahould 
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think  it  his  dmy  to  give  ttreiy  infomution  whieh 
coald  be  required  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  if  there  was  no  objec- 
tUMi  to  the  informatioD  being  obtained,  it  was  not 
a  sufficient  reason  for  dispensing  with  the  resolu- 
tion, beeaoae  a  committee  already  appointed  might 
possiUf  make  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  giTe  the 
inforination  required  to  the  House.  He  saw  no 
reason,  if  the  iuormation  was  necessary  and  pro- 
per, why  the  House  should  wait  for  it  until  a  se- 
lect comnttttee  should  think  proper  to  gire  it  to 

Mr.  Oris  wished  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia 
would  snfifer  his  resolution  to  lie  upon  the  table 
tiU  to-morrow.  He  himself  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  wait  this  information  until  the  com- 
mittee whieh  had  been  appointed  should  gire  it; 
hat,  if  this  resolution  were  pueed,  he  should  widk 
it  to  be  more  particular.  He  should  wish  to  know 
of  what  force  the  vessels  arc,  what  part  of  them 
have  been  purchased,  and  what  part  built  and 
where.  He  agreed  this  was  information  which 
the  House  oufpbt  to  possess ;  but  was  of  opinion 
that  a  select  coimnittee  had  better  obtain  it  and 
lay  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion laying  till  to-mtHTOW,  nor  to  its  being  nade 
mtwe  particular. 

0BN8U8. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  eDumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  a  select  committee  would  be 
preferable  to  a  standing  committee  for  this  busi- 
ness; but  Mr.  Macon  suggested  that  the  law 
would  require  a  coosiderable  sum  to  carry  it  into 
execQtion.  The  propriety  of  the  reference  was  al- 
lowed, and  the  motion  agreed  to. 


ToeaDAV,  December  18. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying the  House  tbit  William  Blount,  impeached 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  before  the  Sen- 
ate, by  this  House,  though  he  had  been  duly  sum- 
moned, had  not  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
at  the  time  appointed ;  and  that  the  Senate  would 
he  ready  to  receive  the  managers  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day,  to  take  farther  order  in  this  trial. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habper.  this  message  was 
K^erred  to  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  who 
Iwd  leave  to  sit  durmg  the  session  of  the  House. 

NUMBER  OF  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  J.  pAftKBft  said,  if  his  colleague  (Mr.  Ni- 
cboulb)  would  withdraw  the  resolution  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  relative  to  the  Navy 
fistablisfament,  he  would  present  one,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
on  this  subject,  containing  more  particulan.  which 
woitld  emkace  all  the  objects  of  hu  eolleagoe. 
It  was  to  the  following  effect: 

'^MmaktJt  IW  the  DiMlary  ot  tiu  N«vy  be  ^ 
nolad  to  hgr  beftwAii  Beate  m  aoMvst  of  aH  annsd 
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vesaals  employed  in»  or  preparing  fi»,  the  swnce  of  Hbm 
Uuted  States,  partjcnisrising  whae  dw  SMie  wan 
built,  or  are  buildings  and  under  whit  oontraot ;  Auu 
reapoctive  sixest  number  of  guns,  and  oomplemeiit  of 
men,  end  the  nimes  of  the  command  era  of  each  as  an 
in  commiasionf  widi  a  stetemott  ot  the  ezpann  of  ttia 
equipment  (rfeaob,  and  of  its  annoal  support." 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  objection  to  the  substi-> 
tation  of  this  resolution  for  the  one  whieh  he  yes- 
terday proposed,  mui  it  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Honsei 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Habpeb,  from  the  committee  of  managers 
of  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  message  of  the  Senate  d 
this  morning,  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  it 
arould  be  proper  tor  the  managers  to  attend  before 
the  Senate  at  the  time  auiointed,  to  request  a  fur> 
ther  day  for  preparing  their  proceeding^  in  the 
said  impeachment 

The  House  took  up  the  reprnt  and  agreed  to  it. 
No  other  business  appearing  before  the  Hous^  it 
adjourned. 

WBDMHmAT,  December  19. 
Mr.  Harpbr,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  which  was  com>- 
mitted  for  Friday. 

DIRECT  TAX  LAW. 
Mr.  QoRooif  said,  it  would  be  recollected,  that 
vhm  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  Stales  was  under  consideration,  certain 
amendment*  were  proposed,  which,  for  want  ef 
time,  were  passed  over.  One  of  these,  which  re- 
lated to  ^e  conveyance  of  lands,  he  thought  esses- 
tial ;  and,  in  order  to  bring  the  sublet  before  the 
House,  he  moved  diat  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  an^, 
and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are  necessary  m 
that  act,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobnb  called  up  the  resolution 
which  he  laid  upon  the  table  on  Monday,  for  caus- 
ing a  number  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  amended,  to  be  printed  and  distribatjsd 
gratis  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  take  it  up, 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  resolntioa  wonid  be  agreed  ta 
a*  he  conceived  the  information  which  it  proposed 
to  give  to  die  people  would  be  highly  desiraUe. 
It  £td  been  conceded  by  all,  that  the  circtilatioa 
of  the  Constitntion  as  amended,  had  been  Tcry 
limited,  and  that  the  am«idments  are  unknown 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union.  He  said  he  should 
rejoice  to  see  our  furm  of  Qovernment  in  the 
hands  of  every  freeman  in  the  country ;  nor,  if 
geatkmm  wished  it  to  be  understood,  respected, 
and  obeyed,  could  recurrence  be  too  frequently 
had  to  arst  principles.  When  the  people  are  in 
full  possession  of  these,  it  could  not  be  doubted 
that  their  vigilance  would  presecve  the  Constitv* 
tion  inviolate  to  the  latest  posterity.  How  fi» 
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this  publication  mar  be  desirable  in  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  States,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  in  some 
of  the  Soathern,  and  in  the  two  Western  States, 
be  was  decidedly  of  opinioD,  d»t  it  would  beTerf 
acceptable. 

On  a  former  oecasioo,  said  Mr.  C,  the  House 
had  been  told  bv  a  member  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mf.  Thatcbeb,)  that  the  people  in  the  Western 
conntiy  are  not  nninformed  as  to  the  Gonstito- 
tioD ;  that  it  is  not  politkal  information  which 
they  want,  but  "  morel  information,  fixed  princi- 
ples, and  correct  habits."  Such  Unbare  as  this 
need  only  to  be  mentioned  to  be  despised. 

The  Spbakbb  intermpted  Mn  C.  to  say,  that 
the  member  fran  Massaehusetu  was  checked  by 
the  Spbakbb  at  the  time,  and  that  therefore  hts 
remarks  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Claibobhe  replied,  the  remark  had  gone 
forth  to  the  public,  and  it  was  certainly  proper  fat 
him  to  state  that  it  was  calumny. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  of 

the  resolution  the  wor^  "  not  exceeding  

in  order  to  insert  50,000  copies;  and  as  he  had 
been  informed  that  this  number  of  copies  might 
be  printed  for  less  than  a  thousand  dollars,  he 
hoped  the  number  would  not  be  objected  to,  since 
it  would  be  money  well  expended. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  pat  and 
nesatired— 33  to  32. 

Mr.  Claibornb  then  mored  to  fill  the  blank 
with  40,000  copies,  which  motion  was  carried — 
33  to  32. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  supposed  the  question  would  now 
be  on  the  resolution  as  amended.  He  said,  he 
should  hare  no  objection  to  this  publication,  did 
he  suppose  it  necessary ;  but  he  could  not  con- 
eeive  waat  new  light  had  flashed  upon  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  just  at  this  moment,  which 
made  the  [publication  more  necessary  tban  at  any 
former  period  since  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution.  These  amendments 
had  been  regularly  published  in  the  edition  of  the 
laws  which  was  published  in  1796.  Two  amend- 
ments were,  indeed,  then  published,  which  hare 
never  been  adopted,  but  ^ere  was  a  note  inserted, 
discriminatin^f  between  those  which  had  been, 
and  those  which  had  not  been  adopted.  There 
certainly  can  be  no  objection  to  the  Cmutitution 
being  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen ;  bat  whether 
the  United  States  oughl  to  be  at  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  this  distribution,  was  a  question.  The 
gentleman  himself  supposes  that  there  are  only 
two  or  three  States  which  are  in  want  of  this  in- 
formatioD ;  and  with  reject  to  those,  the  printers 
in  these  States  may  make  any  publication  of  tbe 
Constitution  which  they  think  proper;  or  the 
Slates  themselves,  or  any  individual  gentleman, 
or  any  set  of  gentlemen,  may  do  it.  F^r  his  own 
part,  as  there  had  been  an  equal  dbtribution  of 
the  Constitution,  as  amended,  with  the  laws  of  tbe 
United  States,  he  did  not  wish,  by  an  extra  pubU- 
oation,  to  make  a  difference  between  the  panlicity 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  nor  between 
ewtain  laws  and  other  laws  of  the  Union.  He 
wouU  treat  them  all  alike.  He  therefore  nw  no 
mBon  for  voting  ig  fikTor  of  this  xcaolution,  un- 


less, indeed  the  pi'inciple  were  to  be  allowed  a 
good  one,  which  was,  on  a  former  occasion^  advo- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  PennsylraniafMr. 
Gallatin)  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  printing  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws;  that  eentleman  told  the  House  that  he  could 
see  DO  good  reason  for  tbe  publication,  but  that  he 
would  nevertheless  vote  for  it,  because,  if  he  did 
not,  it  would  'he  said  he  was  for  preventing  inform- 
ation from  going  to  the  people.  Did  I  beliere 
this  a  just  ground  upon  which  to  found  my  rote, 
I  ought  certainly  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  present 
resolution ;  as  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  it  will  be 
said  of  those  who  oppose  it,  that  they  are  for 
keeping  information  from  the  peojde;  but,  as  I  do 
not  bdieve  the  publication  necessary,  abd  as  I 
wish  to  consult  my  own  understanding  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  measure,  rather  than  what  jnay 
be  said  of  my  conduct  1^  others,  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  W.  Ci.AtBORNB  denied  that  he  had  said 
this  publication  would  be  necessary  only  for  the 
Western  States;  but  he  bad  stated,  that  be  could 
not  be  certain,  for  want  of  information,  whether 
it  would  be  equally  desirable  for  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States  with  those  of  the  Southern  and 
Western.  He  believed,  however,  this  publication 
would  be  acceptable  in  all  parts  of  the  Union. 
The  amendments  to  tbe  Constitution,  be  had  been 
informed,  had  been  published  only  in  Mr.  Surift^t 
edition  of  the  laws,  of  which  5,000  copies  Bad 
been  circulated  throughout  the  United  States ;  so 
that  to  be  possessed  of  a  complete  copy  of  the 
Constitution,  it  will  be  necessary  for  citizens  not 
only  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  but  also 
a  copy  of  tbe  laws^  which  he  would  venture  to  say 
many  of  the  Justices  and  Judges  in  many  of  the 
States,  and  some  of  the  L^islatures  in  others, 
had  not. 

But  the  geptlemao  from  CoDoecticut  had  said, 
that  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  or  individuals, 
might  cause  the  Constitution  as  amended  to  be 
printed ;  but  is  not  this,  said  Mr.  C.  a  more  proper 
subject  for  the  National  Legislature  to  act  upon, 
than  for  any  other  body  of  men,  or  than  for 
any  individual  t  Does  it  not  belong  to  them  to 
inronn  the  people  correctly  with  respect  to  the 
powers  vested  in  the  General  Government  1  It 
certaiuly  did,  and  he  was  sorry  to  find  any  objec- 
tion made  to  the  motion,  as  he  thought  it  of  the 
first  importance.  Those,  indeed,  who  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  large  cities,  where  this  information 
can  be  readily  obtained,  need  not  be,aDxiou8  for 
tbe  present  publication ;  but  people  far  removed 
from  sources  of  information  cannot  get  copies  of 
the  amended  Constitution,  except  a  publication  of 
the  kind  proposed  be  made. 

Mr.  Sewall  viewed  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration, as  of  little  importance  in  itself,  and,  if 
unnecessary,  only  an  useless  expense  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  But,  instead  or  being  a  meaiis 
of  information  to  the  people,  he  conceived  that  it 
would  operate  a  contrary  way.  At  present,  the 
same  promulgation  has  been  made  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitittion,  that  hat  been  made  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  Statea;  SOOO  coptea  hftve 
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been  ninted  end  circaUted  tlirough  tbe  Udiod  ;  so 
that  there  is  no  part  of  the  coootrv  where  the 
laws  and  CoQsiitutiou  caooot  be  easily  obtained ; 
bat  these  copies,  and  this  infonnatioD,  is  contia- 
nally  moliqilied,  by  making  it  the  interest  uf  the 
printers  to  publish  them  on  their  own  accouat,  so 
thax  every  man  who  wishes  for  this  information, 
may  get  it  at  any  printing  office  in  the  country, 
much  better  than  by  applying  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  it.  The  wants  of  the  pet^Ie  are  better 
known  in  this  respect  by  the  printers  than  by  the 
Seentaiy  of  State.  And  suroose  50,000  copies 
of  the  Ciniatitution  and  amendments  were  printed, 
thejr  would  not  furnish  a  copy  Pit  every  huik- 
dredth  man.  Who,  then,  are  to  be  the  favtned 
iudividttals  to  whom  these  copies  are  to  be  sent? 
He  eoold  not  tell  'But  as  any  one  by  expending 
oxpMce  might  at.prese&t  purchase  one  for  him- 
aeu^  he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  present  motion, 
especially,  a^e  by  discouraging  printers  from 
poblishing  them  on  their  own  account,  those  who 
did  not  get  a  copy  givenHo  them,  would  have  to 
pay  double  price  for  them,  on  account  of  the  de- 
czeased  dcnund.  It  was  on  this  account.  Mr.  S. 
aaiil,  that  he  considered  the  measure  as  calculated 
so  restrain,  cather  than  increase  information  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Tbatchbb  said,  that  when  he  saw  this 
subject  brought  forward  and  again,  it  struck 
him  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  got 
eertnin  eorapwx  impressions  upon  his  mind,  which 
be  is  not  ahU  to  analyze.  He  seenu  to  think  that 
the  people  in  his  part  of  the  couotry  do  not  know 
what  the  Constitution  is ;  yet  if  he  would  look 
back  six  or  ^eren  years,  and  see  what  the  peoi^e 
have  done,  as  well  in  those  parts  of  the  Udiod  as 
in  others,  the  conclusion  must  be  that  the  people 
are  well  inAumed  with  respect  to  the  Constitu- 
ti<«i,  or  that  they  are  in  such  a  situation  as  that  a 
publication  of  40,000  copies  of  that  instrument 
would  be  of  no  use  to  give  them  the  information. 
But  they  certainly,  said  Mr<  T.,  do  understand,  at 
least,  the  [mctical  parts  of  the  Constitution,  as 
they  have  several  times  exercised  their  rights  as 
electors  under  it.  It  was  in  vain,  therefore,  for 
the  gentleman  to  say  that  his  otmstiiuents  are  ig- 
Bonnt  of  the  Constitution ;  since  this  alone  shows 
that  they  are  acquainied  with  the  pxactical  parts 
of  it,  which  is  all  that  it  is  of  immediate  eonso- 
qncnee  for  the  people  to  know. 

Look  upon  the  subject,  said  Mr.  T.,  in  another 
point  of  view.  For  six  or  eight  years  past,  a  ses- 
ai<m  of  Con  cress  has  not  passed,  in  which  some 
law  has  not  i>eeD  enacted,  which  certain  gentle- 
men have  deemed  uneoosiitutional.  This  they 
have  publicly  declared,  asd  the  declaratioo  has 
gone  forth  to  the  people,  and  engaged  the  atlen- 
turn,  and  undergone  toe  examination  of  clubs,  of 
mobs,  and  of  l^islatures.  Could  this  examina- 
tion have  taken  place,  said  he,  and  yet  the  people 
be  ignorant  of  the  Constitution  7  Certainly  not, 
aitd  therefore  the  people  in  the  Western  country 
either  do  know  what  tae  Constitution  is,  or  they  ; 
have  remained  in  a  state  of  mentai  apathy,  from 
which  they  could  not  be  roused,  though  told  that 
the  Constitution  was  invaded,  and  their  liber- 
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ties  about  to  be  destroyed.  If  they  could  not  he 
roused  by  this  stimulus,  it  follows  of  course,  said 
Mr.  T.  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  mental  darkness, 
and  "  that  a  pair  of  spectacles  might  as  well  be 
put  upon  the  nose  of  a  dead  man,  as  that  informa- 
tion should  be  sent  among  these  people  !" 

Another  argument  to  show  the  impropriety  of 
the  present  resolution.  There  is  no  State  in  the 
Unioo  which  does  not  ciMitain  a.prtnting  press. 
He  doubted  not  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  its 
printer,  and  that  he  was  not  so  fuUy  employed, 
but  that,  if  he  thought  there  would  be  any  ctm- 
siderable  demand  for  the  Coiutitntion  of  the 
United  States,  he  would  find  tim«  to  fsint  it  j  and 
the  gentleman  wotild  not  say  that  his  erastituents 
cannot  afford  to  purchase  it,  since  they  can  afford 
to  buy  »laee»,  and,  of  course,  must  possess  con- 
siderable property.  Upon  the  whole,  the  gentle- 
nun  had  himselt  convinced  him,  that  there  is  no 
demand  for  the  Constitution  in  his  Sute ;  or  that, 
if  there  be,  those  who  want  it  may  be  readily  sup- 
plied ;  he  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  HAnpaa  felt  no  difficulty  in  confessing, 
that  the  more  he  reflected  on  this  subject,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  motion  which  he  himself  made, 
and  the  variety  of  amendments  which  had  been 
proposed  to  it,  the  more  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  making 
any  of  these  extra  ^blioations.  He  was,  how- 
ever, far  from  wishing  to  oppose  a  proper  publi* 
cation  of  the  Constitution  as  amende^  aor  did 
he  think  the  arguments  which  had  been  used 
against  the  measure  wm  sufficiently  strong  to 
show  it  to  be  unnecessary.  Printers  are  not  al- 
ways inclined  to  run  the  risk  of  publications,* 
though,  in  the  end,  they  might  be  well  paid  for 
their  trouble ;  and,  indeed,  some  people  would  be 
ready  to  accept  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  gratis, 
and  read  it,  who  would  not  themselves  purchase 
It.  He  was  not,  however,  in  favor  of  the  present 
motion.  He  was  aware  that  there  was  a  want  of 
an  aotbentic  copv  of  the  Constitution  as  amended. 
The  edition  of  the  laws  which  had  been  men- 
tioned, contained  all  the  amendments  but -(me; 
but  one,  he  believed,  it  did  not  coni^n.  It  oe- 
cuired  to  him  that  the  publieatiou  of  the  laws 
authorized  by  the  Governmeot  does  not  extend  to 
the  laws  which  may  be  passed  during  the  present 
Congress.  Mi|[bt  it  not,  then,  said  be,  be  proper 
to  give  this  bnsmess  some  form  of  this  kind,  viz ; 
That  the  SecreUry  of  State  be  authorized  to 
publish  a  like  number  (5000)  of  the  laws  of  the 
]Hresent  Congress,  and  that  the  whole  Constitu- 
tion be  prefijLed  to  the  publicatioD.  This  would 
insure  a  general  circulation  of  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  Constitution,  which  might  be  multiplied 
as  printers  saw  proper.  Mr.  H.  was  not  confident 
that  this  course  would  be  the  best ;  he  barely  sug- 
gested it ;  and,  that  the  subject  might  be  more 
tuUy  considerM,  he  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  fcleet 
committee. 

Mr.  NioBOua  hoped  this  course  would  not  be 
taken,  since  he  had  heard  no  real  objection  to  the 
original  motioB.  Several  had,  indeed,  been  men- 
tioned,  one  of  them  of  a  very  extraofdinacy  sa- 
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ture.  It  was,  that  the  people  knew  everythingre- 
specting  (he  Constitation,  which  it  is'  proper  for 
them  to  know;  that  they  have  DOtbiag  to  do  with 
this  CioTerameDt  but  to  elect  the  compoaeat  parts 
of  it.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  an- 
swering the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
whom  this  sentiment  fell ;  but  so  extraordinary  a 
declaration  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed  come  from 
whom  it  might.  Principles  of  this  kind,  said  he, 
are  not  likely  to  be  at  first  generally  avowed,  they 
are'genenUly  ushered  in  indirectly,  before  their  real 
supporiefs  eome  ibrwaid  and  btow  tbeok  He 
hoped  so  diihonorable  a  sentiment  woold  always 
be  sconted  by  the  people  o£  the  United  States. 

Bu^  it  was  said,  that  this  measure  is  nnneces- 
sary,  because  printers  will  always  find  it  their  in- 
terest to  print  what  is  much  wanted;  so  that  the 
promulgation  of  a  p»fect  copy  of  the  Constitution 
18  to  dep^d  upon  the  enterprise  of  individuals, 
and,  if  It  is  not  thus  circulated,  the  people  are  to 
remain  in  ignorance  with  respect  to  the  basis  o( 
our  laws  and  Governm»it.  At  present,  he  believ- 
ed, no  one  could  point  to  any  volume  containing 
oar  Constitution  complete.  The  whole  amend- 
ments had  been  publithed,  but,  having  been  rati- 
fied by  degrees,  toe  people  do  not  know  which  are 
a  part  of  the  Constitation,  and  which  are  not. 
And  he  would  also  tell  {gentlemen  that  they  are 
mistaken  with  respect  to  individual  industry.  It 
is  only  in  places  where  printers  find  it  difficult  to 
make  a  living,  that  ererything  is  laid  hold  of  for 
blieation,  which  aflfords  the  shadow  of  success, 
places  where  this  dtfliculty  does  not  exist,  nei- 
ther does  this  industry  appear.  He  doubted  whe- 
ther even  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts biiO' 
self  could  point  to  a  publication  in  bis  part  ot  die 
country  (where  individual  exertions  were  carried 
mach  further  than  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
Union)  containing  a  perfect  copy  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  hoped  this  resolutioa  would  be  agreed 
to,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  'on  account  of  the 
argoments  which  had  been  urged  against  it,  which 
certainly  were  calculated  to  pervert  all  the  prin- 
cifAta  oi  onr  Government. 

Mr.  Cbaik  understood  that  the  question  now 
bdbre  the  House,  is  not  whether  the  ConsUtotioa 
shall  be  published,  but  whether  the  resolutioa 
shall  be  referred  to  a  'select  committee.  He  did 
DOC  think  that  the  arguments  of  any  gentleman 
ought  to  be  given  as  a  reason  for  passing  a  resolu- 
tion, but  the  reasonabieaest  of  the  motion  itself.  It 
ongnt  also  to  be  founded  upon  a  general  view  of 
the  sabject,  and  not  on  any  particular  considera- 
tion. He  should,  therefore,  prefer  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as  it  would 
not  appear  to  be  pointed  to  the  particular  situation 
in  which  we  stand  with  respect  to  certain  laws 
latdjr  passed.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
pdbtish  the  Constitution  in  a  more  general  manner 
than  the  law^  many  of  which  are  penal,  and  of 
course  immediately  afieci  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  people.  As  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  connected  the  laws  and 
Constitation  together,  he  prrferf«d  that  mode. 

BSr.  Maoon  wished,  belore  the  question  was  put, 
that  tiis  law  aathorciuig  the  printing  of  5,000  co- 
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pies  of  the  laws  might  be  read,  as  he  believed  it- 
would  be  found  thai  the  Secretary  of  State  is  ati- 
thorized  to  publish  6,000  copies  of  the  laws  ofere- 
ry  succeeding  session,  to  be  distributed  throughoat 
the  Uoion.  [The  law  was  read,  and  this  was 
found  to  be  the  fact.] 

Mr.  Tbatchgr  replied  to  Mr.  Nicholas,  that 
the  amendments  of  the  Constitution  had  been  pub- 
lished again  and  again  in  his  part  of  the  coantry  ; 
and  he  b^eved  they  had  also  been  published  itt 
that  gentleman's  district.  With  renrd  to  the  aa- 
tonisnmeat  and  smprise  which  henad expreased 
at  the  sentimeats  vnach  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  deliver- 
ered,  it  is  natural  wfaea  anything  is  new,  that  it 
shoold  excite  these  aeosations,  but,  after  guias  for 
some  time,  the  astonishment  will  subside,  anddia 
spectators  will  abt  rationally  u^n  it. 

Mr.  Maoon  said,  after  hearing  the  law,  which 
he  had  called  for,  read,  the  proposed  reference 
most  appear  unnecessary.  This  resolution,  said 
he,  embraces  no  new  ininciple.  It  is  the  same  as 
that  upon  which  the  extra  publication  of  the  laws 
was  founded.  It  was  thought  the  laws  wm  aot 
sufficiently  known,  and  an  extra  i»iblieation  ot 
ihem  was  agreed  upon.  It  was  now  supposed  that 
the  Constitution,  as  amended^  is  not  sufficientlr 
known,  and  a  further  publication  of  it  is  proposed. 
As  to  the  printers  publishing  it,  if  they  had  thought 
it  worth  taeir  notice^  it  would  lutve  been  done  b»' 
fore  this  time;  and,  not  having  been  done,  Con- 
gress ought  to  make  the  pfiiblicatHHi,  since  it  is  clear 
that  the  amendment  are  not  safl&cienliy  knowiL. 
The  instance  mentioned  the  other  day  by  a  mem- 
ber from  Maryland,  of  a  g«itleman  who  was  ca- 
paUe  of  making  an  oration  at  a  public  meeting, 
not  knowing  anything  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  was  a  strong  proof  that  they  are  not 
generally  known.  This  did  not  happen  on  the 
other  side  the  mountains,  but  in  as  thick  a  settled 
part  of  the  country  as  any  in  the  United  States ; 
and  as  it  had  been  stated  that  50,000  copies  of  the 
Constitution  complete  might  be  printed  for  less 
than  a  thousand  dollars,  there  could  be  no  reasoi^ 
able  objection  to  its  being  done.   He  thought  diis 

Eubltcation  far  more  necessary  than  the  extra  pab- 
cation  of  despatches,  ordered  at  the  last  seoaioa. 
Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
it  would  be  much  better  to  hare  this  subject  rri^ 
red  as  proposed,  than  that  a  quastioa  shonld  be 
taken  upon  the  resfdatioa.  By  the  law,  which 
had  been  read,  it  appeared  that  an  extra  editioo  ot 
the  laws  of  the  present  Congress  imuld  have  to 
be  printed)  and  the  Constitution  could  be  added  to 
it.  He  shoatd  not  have  said  a  word  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  IVom  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  That  gentleman  said,  "  if  we 
mean  to  support  our  limriy,  Coastitunon,  and 
Qovernment  it  is  necessary  to  support  this  resolu- 
tion." Mr.  W.  wished  to  know  from  that  gentle* 
man,  whether,  if  the  House  agreed  to  this  resolu- 
tion or  not,  they  could  not  support  these?  Suohwa- 
timeats,  thrown  out  in  debate,  said  he,  serve  oalf 
to  create  warmth,  and  answer  no  good  purpose 
whatever.  He  wished  all  the  acts  orOorerament 
to  have  the  greatest  publicity ;  bat,  when  caUed 
upon  to  print  aa  extm  nmnber     et^Aee  o(  any- 
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thioe  to  answer  certaip  purposes,  those  purposes 
ODgnt  also  to  be  considered.  Had  it  not  been  for 
two  acts  of  last  session,  he  did  not  suppose  the 
House  would  have  heard  of  this  motion,  or  of  the 
angoments.used  in  support  of  it.  If  the  resolution 
Wfts  referred,  this  difficulty  would  be  removed,  and 
the  question  would  be  considered  on  a  future  day 
with  coolness  and  candor. 

The  qtiestion  for  a  reference  of  the  resolution 
to  a  sdect  eomauttee,  vas  pat  and  carried — 38 
to  33. 

Mr.  W.  Glaibobnb  wished  this  committee  to 
be  further  instructed  to  inquire  how  far  the  law 
for  the  proatolgation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  nad  been  carried  into  execution,  and  whe- 
tber  any.  and  what,  further  provisions  are  neces- 
aarf  ontois  subject?  The  laws  passed  at  the  last 
lession,  hesaid,  nad  not  yet  been  forwarded  to  the 
several  Stales,  Uioiigh  several  of  the  Legislatures 
were  in  sesaioo }  nor  did  he  believe  the  members 
of  this  House  lad  got  copies  of  them.  He  knew 
he  had  not. 

Mr.  Goodrich  wished  the  resolution  to  em- 
brace anotha-  object.  .At  present,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  are  inserted,  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  five  newspapers  in  the  Union. 
Tius  he  did  not  think  sufilcient.  He  supposed, 
when  this  was  ordered,  it  was  expected  that  other 
papers  would  copy  the  laws  without  being  paid 
for  their  insertion ;  but  this  has  not  been  found  to 
be  sufficiently  the  case,  and  it  is  necessary  the 
provisioa  should  be  extended. 

The  Spbaksr  said  the  present  xesolntion  would 
ccmprehead  this  object. 


Tbdrsday,  December  30. 
BANKRUPT  BILL. 
Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  fer  establishing  an  uniform  system  of  unk- 
ruptcy  throughout  the  United  Slates. 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  Mr.  Dbht  in 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Hartley  moved  to  dispense  with  the  first 
reading,  as  it  was  a  lengthy  bill ;  and  beside,  he  said, 
several  members  were  opposed  to  the  passing  any 
IhU  for  establishing  a  general  system  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  he  thotigfat  it  would  save  much  time  of  the 
House  if  thcwe  who  wen  opposed  to  it  would 
at  once  come  forward  and  move  to  strike  out 
the  first  sectioii,  and  then  it  would  speedily  be 
determined  whether  such  a  bill  was  to  pass  or 
not. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
excellent,  and  it  would  oe  more  proper  that  the 
faiU.shotild  be  read,  as  he  declared  he  tiad  notma- 
tured  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
bill  was  read  through.   It  contained  59  sections. 

Mr.  NicHOUie  said  this  bill  bad  been  before 
CoDgress  a  number  of  years,  but  he  believed  it 
wooM  generally  be  agreed  that  it  had  not  been 
seriously  entered  upon.  From  its  complexity,  it 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  understood  so  soon  as 
taken  up.  He  thou^t  it  was  absidutely  necessa- 
ry, belmre  geotlemen  could  be  prepared  to  give 
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their  rotes  on  its  numerous  provisions,  that  they 
consult  a  great  oumber  of  authorities,  perhaps 
more  than  on  any  other  subject  which  could  come 
hefore  the  House;  at  the  very  threshold  of  the 
business,  innumerable  English  authors  must  be 
consulted  i  he  was  not,  therefore,  ready  to  under- 
take the  bill  at  present.  However,  he  would  en- 
gage that  he  would  not  make  any  opppsition  to  the 
progress  of  the  business,  if  the  committee  would 
agree  to  rise  for  the  present,  in  order  to  postpone 
it  till  Monday,  which  he  moved.  As  the  bill  coo- 
templated  so  great  a  change  ia  the  system,  and 
embraced  such  a  multiplicity  of  objects,  a  few 
days  could  make  no  difference,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sbwall  was  not  averse  to  a^reeinjg  with 
the  geatleman*s  desire ;  he  agreed  with  him  that 
it  had  not  hitherto  had  that  serious  attention  paid 
to  it  which  it  demanded.  He  believed  the  act 
exceedingly  necessary*,  and,  therefore,  if  he  should 
give  his  vole  for  a  postponement,  he  would  not 
wish  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  did  it  with  a  view 
to  pass  it  over  as  neretofore. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  by  goiog  through  the  first 
section,  and  progressing  forward  with  the  bill, 
could  preclude  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  mak- 
ing any  amendments,  or  striking  out  any  part  of 
the  bill  he  was  averse  to,  he  shqmd  think  the  post- 
ponement of  it  altogether  reasonable;  but,  since 
making  stnne  progress  could  not  have  that  e&c^ 
he  could  see  no  reason  for  agreeing  with  the  mo- 
tion. From  the  numbe^  of  sections  the  bill  con- 
taioed,  and  the  number  of  jfoovisions  made  in  it, 
it  might  readily  be  conceived  thlt  two  or  three 
days  would  be  taken  up  in  its  discusaion,  in  which 
time  the  gentleman  could  look  into  the  "innumera- 
ble authorities"  he  spoke  of.  But  he  would  take 
upon  him  to  say  it  was  not  so ;  it  required  only  a 
reference  to  two  acts  of  Great  Britain,  which  are 
the  foundation  of  the  bankrupt  system  of  that  na- 
tion as  it  now  stands.  No  dOuDt  but  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  them;  but  if  not.  he  can  be  in 
three  or  four  hours  as  well  as  witn  any  question 
that  comes  before  him  in  his  professional  line. 

By  those  kind  of  delays,  Mr.  H.  said,  one  time 
after  another,  and  on  various  grounds,  this  bill 
had  been  postponed.  A  gentleman  from  North 
Caulina  had  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  print- 
ing, hut. after  it  had  been  made  the  order  for  a 
certain  day,  it  was  found  necessary  to  print  it — 
that  delayed  it  three  or  four  days ;  and  yesterday, 
just  as  it  was  going  to  be  called  up,  a  gentleman 
who  was  oppoMd  to  it,  at  1  o'clock,  mored  to  ad- 
journ ;  and  now  a  farther  delay  till  Monday  waa 
asked,  in  order  that  the  mover  might  examine  a 
bill  which  had  been  before  the  House  five  or  six 
years  1  If  this  should  be  delayed  till  Monday,  who 
could  fqresee  what  might  occur  to  force  it  out, 
and  pos^one  it  farther?  He  said  he  could  foresee 
that  those  repeated  delays  would  operate  to  en- 
danger the  bill  passing  at  all,  though  he  did  not 
mean  to  charge  any  gentleman  with  an  intention 
to  destroy  it.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  state 
their  objections  at  once  to  the  passing  of  this  biU, 
and  not  delay  it  day  after  day.  It  would  be  much 
better  to  b^in  the  bill  toAlay,  and  discuss  its 
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prorisioQs,  and  to-morrow  the  geotlenaa  may  be 
mme  acquainted  with  it,  and  his  object  would  be 
■DBwered.  If  it  was  delayed  till  Monday,  the 
House  would  delay  thinking  of  It  till  then,  and  no 
adraotaee  would  arise ;  ^ereas,  a  thiog  being 
constanuy  kept  in  mind  would  have  a  tendency 
to  mature  it. 

Mr.  Habtlet  hoped  that,  if  it  was  postponed, 
gentlemen  would  have  the  candor,  if  they  were 
opposed  to  the  bill,  at  that  time  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  first  section.  It  was  too  much  the  custom 
«r  the  House  to  go  into  detail  on  a  bill,  and  con- 
same  considerable  time  in  its  discussion,  without 
any  settled  motion  being  made-,  such,  he  said,  was 
the  case  with  the  militia  bill,  which  never  passed. 
He  thotight.  if  a  general  system  of  bankruptcy 
was  expedient,  that  this  contained  as  good  pron- 
•iona  as  could  be. 

lit.  S.  Smith  thought  it  would  be  advisable  in 
the  House  to  get  through  s6m«  business  or  other. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  that  this 
bill  had  been  before  the  House  several  years.  He 
had  made  the  same  observation ;  it  had  been  serv- 
ed up  constantly  almost  every  session,  andascon- 
ftantiy  passed  by  as  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 
He  thought,  if  it  was  intended  to  be  decided  on  in 
the  present  session,  the  House  could  spare  do  time 
towards  it  better  than  now.  By  its  undergoing  a 
discussion  at  this  time,  gentlemen  would  be  much 
better  acquainted  with  it  than  by  retiring  to  their 
chambers  to  read  it.  He  said  he  had  read  the  bill 
with  some  attention,  and,/rom  its  general  appear- 
uce,  he  was  ^ueh  pleased  with  it.  He  could 
not  pledge  himself  to  vote  for  or  against  it ;  for, 
when  it  came  to  be  argued,  he  might  see  as  much 
reason  to  vote  against  it  as  he  at  present  did  in  its 
Avor.  He  did  not  wish  those  delays  to  be  made, 
by  putting  off  business  from  day  to  day ;  he  did 
not  know  what  kind  of  au  appearance  it  would 
have  with  their  constituents.  , 

The  question  for  postponement  was  taken — 
ayes  33,  noes  37. 

t^la  the  10th  section  it  is  enacted,  that  in  case  a 
bankrupt  had  sold  any  of  his  property,  the  assign- 
ees were  empowered  to  demand  back  such  pro- 
perty, on  payment  of  the  purchase-money. 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
•eetioo,  as  he  said  great  inconvenience  might 
Mtend  a  bona  fide  purchaser  returning  property 
which  bad  fiurly  become  hi80wn,and  particularly 
if  it  had  been  transferred  into  other  bauds. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said  it  was  an  object  of  pwtieular 
attention,  in  Great  Britain,  to  guard  against  frauds 
in  their  bankrupt  laws.  He  would  allow  that 
great  inoonvenience  attended  the  return  of  pro- 
perty from  a  bona Jide  purchaser,  but  the  difficulty 
of  discoverinK  the  various  means  which  were  con- 
•tantly  practised  by  fraudulent  persons  to  evade 
the  law  made  this  provision  necessary.  Though, 
in  an  abstract  view  of  the  subject,  it  did  not  seem 
reasonable  that  they  should  be  deprived  of  pro- 
perty fairly  paid  for,  yet  in  practice  it  bad  t^en 
round  necessary.  After  all  that  is  or  can  be  done, 
it  is  too  general  a  complaint  that  tnnb'upt  laws 
■TC  made  use  of  to  evade  the  payment  oi  debts. 
After  alt  provisions,  it  is  impossible  to  discover 
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how  many  doors  are  open  to  fraud.  This  provi- 
sion is  the  most  in&Uible  remedy  possible  to  tUs- 
cover  it ;  yon  have  every  opportunity  to  discover 
the  truth  by  it.  If  the  possessor  has  fairly  pur- 
chased the  property,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  Aow 
his  receipt,  and  he  is  paid  the  purchaae-mosey  on 
returning  the  property ;  and  tbus,  having  his  own, 
he  is  not  injured ;  but  if  the  property  has  been 
fraudulently  conveyed,  it  is,  by  this  means,  easily 
discoverable.  This  practice,  he  said,  had  been  the 
object  of  judicial  and  legislative  inquiry  in  Eng- 
land  for  SOO  years,  and ,  upon  ezperienee,  was  found 
best  to  answer  the  purp(»e. 

Mr.  Otis  said  tnere  was  a  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  this  provision,  as  the  property  may  have 
been  bought  and  sold  several  times,  and  thus  be- 
come scattered  abroad ;  so  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  return  it ;  and  yet,  a  purchaser  is  liable 
to  a  suit  from  the  assignees,  and  Ofd»«d  by  a  jary 
to  return  the  articles.  Suppose  it  should  be  a  farm 
that  a  man  had  purchased,  and  made  consideraUe 
improvements  on  it ;  the  asignees  would  compel 
the  purchaser  to  return  it.  and  it  would  be  out  of 
his  power  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  improve- 
ments he  had  made.  We  ought  to  pay  great  re- 
spect to  the  experience  of  a  great  commericial 
country,  but  we  ought  also  to  avoid  the  errors 
which  ancient  practice  and  prejudice  might  hare 
established. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  the  difficulty  intended  to  be 
obviated  was  one  of  those  which  most  required 
attention,  because  a  reasonable  lenity  was  gen- 
erally takes  advantage  of,  mostljr  by  a  debtor  Jbr 
his  own  benefit,  to  the  injury  of  his  creditors.  The 
disadvantage  to  purchase  was  not  so  ^reat  tmder 
this  provision  as  was  Imagined ;  for  if  the  property 
was  purchased  at  a  fair  price,  it  would  not  oe  to  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors  to  have  it  back,  as  it  must 
afterwards  run  the  chance  of  a  vendue  before  the 
dividend  could  be  made ;  it  must  be  purcbssed  very 
low,  indeed,  to  make  it  worth  their  attention. 

But  another  part  of  the  law  so  provided  that  it 
could  be  only  during  six  months  that  such  an 
advantage  could  be  taken ;  so  that  the  inconveni- 
ences could  not  be  very  great  in  that  time.  This 
law,  he  said,  was  vastly  more  moderate  than  in 
Ofeat  Britain,  because  there  the  purchaser,  after 
a  certain  time,  loses  all  the  (voperty. 

Mr.  Habpeb  enforced  his  former  a^uments  by 
saying,  that  in  the  course  of  his  experience  he  had 
witnened  moce  frauds  respecting  dona  Jtde  sales 
than  in  all  other  causes  put  together.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  who  wished  to  suspend  this,  would 
inform  the  House  in  what  manner  those  dimoultics 
could  be  removed,  but  by  the  proyisioit  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GoooBicB  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote 
on  this  question.  The  difficulties  in  it  were  so 
great,  and  the  subject  so  delicate  and  important, 
that  ne  would  move  a  postponement  of  the  para- 
graph, in  order  to  have  time  to  reflect  on  it,  and 
also  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  the  committee  would  not  rise. 
Rather  than  it  should,  on  thataccount,  if  the  mem- 
ber would  withdraw  his  motion,  be  would  also 
withdraw  his,  for  the  present, and  the  bill  might  go 
on.  He  procieeded  to  mention  the  tDconvenienees 
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of  the  elaose,  wlueh  he  particularized  in  ceruin 
articles  of  commnce,  (as  sugar  or  coffee,}  which 
frequently  experienced,  in  a  short  time,  a  eonsider- 
d4e  advanee;  which,  if  a  parebawr  had  bought 
km,  would  it  be  right,  he  asked,  at  the  advaBce. 
for  Uie  assignees  to  hare  power  to  demand  ils 
MCnm,  when  perhaps  it  had  been  traasftned  into 
aaaar  hands?  Cwtainljr  not. 

The  morions  were  both  witfadiawii,  and  the 
committee  ptoeeeded  with  the  bill. 

Sereral  secUoas  were  poat|foned,  and  a  number 
of  blanks  enacting  fines,  &o.,  filled. 

Mr.  BooLBSTON  said,  if  gentlemen  were  not  pre- 

SLied  to  vote,  who  had  bad  the  bill  before  them 
r  a  number  of  years,  it  would  oot  be  wondered 
if  new  members  were  unprepared  also.  In  order, 
Aerefore^  to  give  erery  one  an  opportimity  to 
cxuaine  the  subject,  be  moved  that  die  commit- 
tee  rise. 

The  oonnittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leare  to  sit  again. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WM.  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Habpbr,  from  the  maaagers  appointed  to 
conduct  the  tmpeacbment  against  William  Blount, 
reported  that  the  said  managers  had,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  this  Hoase,  attended  before  the  Sen- 
ate, to  request  that  a  Airther  day  might  be  assigned 
for  proceeding  with  this  Easiness;  and  that  Mon- 
day next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  was  assigned.  The 
report  further  stated  that  the  managers.  Da vingcoo- 
sidered  the  subject,  cooceived  that  it  would'not  be 
consistent  with  propriety,  or  the  solemnity  which 
ought  to  be  observed  on  this  occasion,  to  proceed 
to  the  trial  of  the  said  William  Blount  in  his  ab- 
sence; and  that  having  failed  in  bis  appearance, 
the  managers  on  the  part  of  this  House  ought, 
-when  they  next  appear  before  the  Senate,  to  re- 
quest that  further  order  may  be  taken  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  the  said  William  Blount.  The 
managers,  therefore,  submitted  a  resolution  to  the 
House  for  adoption,  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Reaohedy  That  the  managers  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House  for  conducting  the  tmpoachnient  against 
William  Blount,  be  inatnicted  to  request,  at  their  next 
attendance  befim  ibn  Senate^  diat  fiuthw  order  maj  be 
takoi  to  oonml  the  attendance  of  the  said  WUuam 
Blount    die  bsr  of  Ae  Benate." 

Mr.  Vbkablb  hoped  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  this  report  would  suffer  it  to  He  rill  to-mor- 
row. He  conceived  that  the  question  whether  the 
Senate  ought  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of  William 
Bloont  in  his  absence,  is  a  question  which  ought 
to  be  settled  by  themselves,  and  not  by  tbe  House 
b(  Representatives.  However,  as  this  was  an  en- 
tirely new  subject;  he  hoped  en  Immediate  deci-. 
uon  upon  tbe  report  would  not  be  desired. 

On  tbe  question  for  taking  up  the  report  being 
pat,  it  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Tbe  SpuKiR  laid  bdore  the  House  a  letter 
6oB  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  enclosing 
kis  specie  account,  and  bis  account  with  the  War 
DepartmeM — the  one  up  to  the  end  of  Jane,  and 
the  other  fo  the  end  of  Nerember ;  whieh  were 
mianA  to  be  printed. 
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ALTERATION  OP  STAMP  DUTIES. 
Mr.  S.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  stamp  duty  im- 
posed upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of 
lading,  by  an  act  uiying  a  duty  on  stamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper,  and  further  to  amend  the 
same;  which  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Fbidat,  December  SI. 

Mr.  MoRBiB  proposed  to  the  House  a  resolation, 
to  the  following  effect: 

"  Betolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appojntad  to 
para  and  report  a  bill  pnaedbing  the  compensations 
which  shall  be  allowed  to  maiaMa.  clerks,  aUonujSi 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Statett 
and  to  repeal  the  pMent  law  on  this  sulyect" 

The  resolation  was  agreed  to. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WM-  BLOUNT. 

A  message  was-reeeivetl  from  the  Senate,  com- 
municating  to  the  House  certain  rules,  which  the 
Senate  think  fit  to  be  obeyed  in  tbe  trial  of  Wil- 
liam Blonot,  impeached  by  the  H6use  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  high  crimesand  misdemeanors  against 
the  United  States.   They  are,  that, 

"At  tha  next  opening  of  the  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  President  ritall  inquire  whether  tbe  Managan  have 
an;  request  to  makCi  before  tha  oounael  <tf  the  defendant 
are  called  to  pot  in  Us  answer. 

"If  no  motion  or  reqoeat  is  made,  the  dofendant'i 
ooonael  AaSl  be  required  to  put  In  hk  aiwwer  flt  plea 
to  ttio  aitides  of  impeachmant 

"The  answer  or  fkm  AaSl  be  lesd  bjr  the  tjaentai^. 
and  eommmiioated  by  him  to  the  Hooie  of  Rspeaaente 
tivea. 

"  The  Preadent  shall  than  inform  die  matugcn  that  . 
the  Senate  is  ready  to  hear  any  reply  or  motion  which 
they  may  think  proper  to  make. 

"  All  questioDa  arising  in  the  coarse  of  the  trial  ahall 
be  decided  with  closed  doors.  Tbe  decisions  dull  be  by  . 
syea  and  noes,  which  shall  be  entwed  upon  th$  JnficfaiT 
Joarhal.  When  Um  qoestion  is  decided,  the  doan  AM 
be  opened,  the  partiea  cabled  in,  and  tfie  resnit  made 
known  to  Aem  hj  President 

"Witoesaee  ahall  ba  sworn  by  ttw  Secretary,  and  shaU 
take  Ae  following  oath  : 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  afluia,  as  the  case  may  ba$ 
that  the  evidence  I  will  give  to  thia  court,  touching  m 
impeachment  of  William  Bloont,  new  here  depending, 
dull  be  the  truth,  Ae  i^le  troth,  and  nothing  bat  tte 
troth— So  hdp  me  God. 

* '  Witnrsaiis  shall  be  examined  by  Aa  pat^f  ynAvaat, 
and  ttian  aMaB.eiaBuiMd,  in  ttw  ncoal  mm.  a  San- 
atorwMhes  any  ^lestion  to  be  arised,  it  dull  be  put  by 
Ae  Preadent. 

"If  Senators  are  called  as  witoMSsa,  tbej  shall  be 
awwn,  and  gira  their  leatinuiiyi  standing  in  ttiair 
placea." 

Mr.  Harpcr  moved  to  postpone  the  unfinished 
httsioess  of  yesterday,  in  order  to  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  managers  of  this  Hoose  for  conducting 
the  impeachment  of  William  Bloont,  before  the 
Senate.  Th  is  would  appear  necessary,  when  gen- 
tlemen recollect  that  the  Senate  has  fixed  Monday 
next  for  the  managers  to  appear  again  at  thmr  bar, 
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as  tbe  managen  do  not  think  themselves  compe- 
teat  to  take  what  they  think  ought  to  be  the  next 
step  in  this  business,  until  they  nare  received  the 
instructions  of  the  House. 

The  motion  for  postponing  the  nufinish^  busi- 
ness was  put  and  carried. 

.  The  report  of  the  managers  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

"That,  ponutnt  to  the  rewIutioD  of  this  Hoom,  of 
tbe  eighteenth  insUnt,  the;  did  attend  before  the  8en»t« 
of  the  United  Statee^  and  request  »  farther  day  for  pre- 
paring their  proceeding!  in  the  said  impeachment ;  wbere- 
opoD,  ft  ioiUiw  da;  wm  granted  till  Mtmday  aext,  at 
tjMveo^dw^ 

**  That  tbe  msnagers,  having  ctrefolly  eonaidered  the 
anlgeet,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  netttier  couisteDt  with 
the  aolenuu^  which  ooght  to  attend  this  hij^  CMntitn- 
timal  proceeding,  nor  with  the  priudples,  which,  u  fia 
as  they  have  been  aide  to  disoover,  have  iavariably  ob- 
tained in  impeachments,  and  all  other  trials  of  a  criminal 
nature,  to  proceed  to  trial  agaiqst  the  defendant,  in  this 
case,  in  his  absence  ;  and't^t  the  said  Willisnt  Blotmt, 
having  &iled  to  make  personal  ^pearance,  as  has  been 
notified  to  the  Uoose  by  the  above-mentioned  message 
from  tbe  Senate  die  next  atni,  n  the  part  <rf  this  Houses 
aught  to  be  a  modon  betbve  Uie  Senate  diat  fiulher  ordcv 
be  taken  by  them  for  compelling  his  peraonal  ^pearance 
at  their  bar,  to  answer  to  the  irticfes  of  impeadiiuent 
exhibited  against  him  by  this  Honss. 

<*The  managers,  however,  do  not  ttibk  it  proper  for 
them  to  lake  a  step  involving  so  important  a  principle, 
without  the  direction  of  the  Honae  ;  for  the  parpoee 
obtaining  which,  thc^  beg  leave  to  snbmit  to  its  con- 
aideraticm  the  following  resolution  : 

"AnoAm^  That  the  managers  appunted,  on  the  part 
of  diis  House,  to  conduct  the  impeai^unent  against  Wil- 
liam Blount,  late  a  8aiatn>  of  um  United  States,  be  m- 
nbneted  to  teqoest,  at  thor  next  attmdanca  befine  the 
Senate  fliit  ftaither  order  be  taken  for  eompelliiv.the 
personal  appearance  of  the  said  William  Blonnt,  to  an- 
swer to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhIUled  i^afaist  him 
on  the  part  of  this  House." 

Mr.  N10BOLA8  hoped  this  resolution  would  not 
be  atrreed  to.  It  was  very  different  from  his  ideas 
on  this  subject.  It  was  requiring  a  step  to  be 
taken  which  might  altogether  defeat  tbe  prosecu- 
tion ;  for,  if  a  capias  was  issued,  Mr.  Blount  might 
not  be  taken,  and  the  agreeing  to  this  report  would 
^rm  tbe  principle  that  no  further  proceeding 
could  be  had  until  he  appeared  in  person ;  and  if 
he-is  taken,  the  Senate  can  do  no  more  than  they 
can  now  do.  In  his  opinion,  this  khid  of  proceed- 
ing would  be  the  reverse  of  dignified,  by  requir- 
ing a  thing  to  be  done,  as  esseoual,  which  is  per- 
ftetly  immaterial,  but  which,  if  it  fails,  may  put 
ikB  whole  busineea  to  huard.  The  dignity  of  a 
proceeding  of  this  kind  depends  upon  its  certainty. 
.  The  managers  state,  as  their  reason  for  this  appli- 
cation, that  all  other  impeachments  and  criminal 
prosecutions  require  a  personal  appearance  ;  and, 
in  order  to  this,  said  Mr.  N.,  they  require  a  person 
to  be  in  custody  in  order  to  secure  the  due  execution 
of  the  law ;  but  where  it  is  not  necessary  to  secure 
the  person  in  order  to  V:arry  into  effect  tbe  judg- 
ment of  a  court,  the  appearance  of  the  person  is 
not  essential.  As  it  was  unnecessary,  therefore, 
to  iisae  a  coptdf,  he  would  not  do  it,  but  immedi- 
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ately  proceed  to  trial,  if  the  Senatfe  are  ready  to 

try  the  cause- 
Mr.  Sbwaix  said,  the  manuers  of  Uie  impeach- 
ment submitted  it  as  their  opinion  to  tbe  House, 
almost  unanimously,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
request  tbe  Senate  to  take  further  order  for  com- 
pelliDg  the  attendance  of  William  Blount,  to  an- 
swer to  the  charges  brought  against  him,  as,  in  all  . 
cases  of  impeachment  and  criminal  proceedings, 
personal  appearance  is  necessary  before  a  trial  can 
take  place.  It  may*be  argued  that,  in  some  cases 
of  impeachment,  it  would  be  expedient  todispense 
with  a  strict  adherence  to  this  rule,  as  it  might,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  suggested,  pre- 
vent judgment  from  bemg  obtained  against  the 
party  impeached.  But,  then,  some  substitute  ought 
to  be  provided ;  and  still  the  question  recurs,  that 
if  it  be  an  established  principle  of  law  that  no  crim- 
inal shall  be  tried,  except  be  be  present  in  person, 
shall  this  principle  be  dupensed  with  at  the  will  of  ■ 
a  court?  He  believed  not  He  did  not  see  bow 
the  Senate  could  proceed  in  this  trial,  as  there 
is  nothing  in  our  laws  to  direct  them ;  and  they 
could  not  certainly  go  00  to  trial  in  defiance  of 
tbe  established  rules  of  common  law,  or  proceed 
to  judgment  without  a  trial.  Is  it  not,  then,  said 
Mr.  S.,  becoming  the  dignity  ofthisHouse  to  make, 
at  least,  an  application  to  the  Senate,  requesting 
that  they  will  take  further  order  to  compel  tbe 
attendance  of  Mr.  Blount  1 

When  the  House  first  instituted  this  impeach- 
ment, they  requested  the  Senate  would  take  order 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Blount.  They 
have  summoned  nim  to  appear,  and  given  him 
personal  notice  of  the  charges  exhibited  against 
nim,  but  he  has  not  appear^ ;  and  if,  in  this  ease, 
the  House  departs  from  the  established  rule  of  law, 
without  substituting  a  rule  in  place  of  tt,  in  some 
future  case  the  Senate  may  deem  less  than  a  per- 
sonal notice  sufficient  tn  similar  cases,  which  might 
prove  extremely  injurious  to  the  party  accused. 

Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  consider  this  questira 
merely  as  it  has  reference  to  William  Blount,  but 
as  relating  to  all  future  cases  of  this  kind.  It  can- 
not be  doubted  the  present  Senate  are  disposed  to 
dojustice;  but,  at  some  future  day,  there  may  be 
a  Senate  which,  availing  itself  of  a  bad  precedent, 
may  injure  and  oppress  citizens  who  may  be  so 
unfortunate  as  to  come  within  their  power.  We 
ought,  therefore,  said  be,  by  a  statute,  which  shall 
be  Known  to  the  people,  to  declare  what  shall  be 
the  consequence  of  a  n^ect  and  contempt  of  the 
summons  of  a  court  in  such  a.case.  He  must,  he 
said,  consider  William  Blount  as  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt of  court^  in  failing  to  appear  before  the  Sea- 
ate  ;  and  if  he  is  to  suffer  no  inconvenience  on  thia 
account^  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  future  sum- 
mons will  be  better  obeyed  ;  for,  if  a  person  im- 
peached shall  be  suffered  to  enjoy  alt  the  advan- 
tages, bv  an  appearance  of  counsel  only,  that  he 
would  nave  if  he  appeared  in  person,  every  im- 
peached person  wilt  nereafter  avoid  the  inconve- 
nience and  suffering  of  being  personally  present 
at  his  trial,  and  all  cases  of  impeachroent  will  be 
managed  by  attorneys,  and  of  course  be  much 
diminished  in  their  consequences,  and  become  % 
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mere farce  or  plmf^  to  be  acted  before  the  public. 
But  he  had  said  it  was  an  established  principle, 
that  ia  all  impeachmeots  and  crimiDal  cases,  the 
party  accused  ought  to  be  present  at  his  trial.  He 
nad  not  the  books  by  him  to  prove  this ;  but  Black- 
stone,  kod  alt  the  other  English  authorities,  con- 
firm this  position.  In  England,  indeed,  they  have 
a  process  of  outlawry  which  does  not  exist  with 
nsf  but  in  no  case  do  the  courts  proceed  to  trial 
when  the  party  does  not  appear. 

It  is  objected, however,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vireioia,  that  if  the  mode  recommended  be  pur- 
saed,  it  will  tend  to  defeat  the  [urosecution.  In 
saying  this,  he  aoticiDates  what  may  be  the  views 
(MT  thb  House  and  of  tne  Senate.  The  Senate  may 
refuse  to  grant  the  request  proposed  to  be  made  (o 
them.  They  may  say  the  trial  shall  proceed.  But 
the  Senate  may  do  something  else-;  they  may  not 
issue  a  capias,  but  may  ]iass  a  law,  saying  what 
shall  be  the- process  in  simitar  cases  in  'future.  Or, 
if  the  Senate  does  not  originate  such  a  law,  it  may 
be  originated  ia  this  House.  He  could  wish  a 
law  passed,  declaring  that  if  a  person  impeached 
does  not  appear,  when  duly  summoned,  toe  facts 
stated  against  him  shall  be  taken  as  true,  and  the 
court  shall  proceed  to  judgment,  admitting  coun- 
sel toargue  onlyjpointaof  law.  The  consequences 
of  a  contempt  of  court  being  thus  known,  every 
innocent  man  will  cheerfully  attend  a  summons ; 
but  if  a  contrary  course  is  pursued,  the  dread  of 
impeachment  will  be  peatljr  lessened,  and  it  will 
grow  into  dbrepute. 

The  geDtleman  from  Virginia  had  endeavored 
to  do  away  the  conunon-lavr  principle,  by  suppos- 
ing the  {reference  of  the  party  as  only  necessary 
to  uuare  an  execution  of  judgment.  Mr.  S.  pre- 
sumed this  was  not  the  reason.  He  would  meo- 
tiotfsome  circumstances  to  Aow  that  it  was  not. 
In  common  law,  where  a  man  is  charged  with  a 
crime,  he  alone  u  coucious  of  the  crime,  and  he 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  present.  The  court  should 
at  all  times  see  him,  that  they  may  know  that  they 
are  not  trying  a  man  who  may  not  be  in  existence. 
In  the  case  of  a  person  standing  mute  upon  his 
trial,  he  is  called  upon  to  answer ;  and  if  he  refu- 
seSj  he  would  ask  wnether  any  court  could  proceed 
to  judgment  or  trial  They  could  not.  Yet  he  is  as 
liable  to  the  penalties'of  the  law  as  if  he  plead ;  but 
because  he  does  not  plead,  no  trial  can  take  place. 

Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  sajring  he  hoped  the  sub- 
ject would  be  eooUf  considered — that  he  had  no 
particular  reference  in  what  he  had  said  to  the 
nesent  case,  bat  he  had  an  eye  to  all  futnre  simi- 
mr  cases. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  respect  which  he  entertained 
for  the  members  of  the  committee  of  managers  led. 
him  to  express  an  opinion  different  from  theirs 
with  some  degree  of  diffidence ;  but,  from  the  short 
riew  which  he  had  taken  of  the  subject,  he  be- 
lieved the  managers  had  propounded  a«question 
which  it  is  not  proper  for  this  House  to  decide ;  foe, 
said  he,  being  prosecutors  for  public  justice,  it  is 
our  duty  to  present  ourselves  before  the  Senate,  and 
there  to  insist  upon  our  ptotecution.  If  our  cause 
should  be  overruled,  we  must  sn^nit ;  but  it  is  not 
for  us  to  start  di£GLCuties. 
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Mr.  O.  said  he  did  not  kaow  what  had  been 
rule  observed  in  similar  eases  in  England ;  he  bad 
not  had  leisure  to  examine :  nor  dia  he  think  we 
ought  to  be  bound  by  British  precedents  in  a  case 
of  this  kind.  It  is,  said  he,  a  new  case,  and  he 
saw  no  difficulty  jn  determining  to  prosecute  this 
man  to  conviction,  and  in  obtaming  for  him  the 
punishment  which  he  deserve.  There  is  some 
analogy  between  this  process  and  a  process  (wdl 
known  in  common  taw)  against  a  man's  [x-operty, 
distinct  from  his  person.  Every  one  knows  that 
such  a  prosecution  is  a  prosecution  of  forfeiture. 
For  instance,  we  lil>el  a  vessel,  and  notice  is  given 
to  all  the  parties  to  defend.  If  they  do  not  appear, 
judgment  and  execution  are  obtained.  The  pre- 
sent  process  is  against  the  ofllee  of  William  BloQDt ; 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  his  person ;  he  is  after- 
wards liable  to  a  prosecutioD  at  common  law  for 
any  crime  which  ne  may  have  committed.  And 
is  It  fur  us  to  start  difficulties  on  the  threshold  of 
the  business,  and,  in  arguing  thus,  take  the  same 
side,  perhaps,  with  the  defendant's  counsel,  when 
they  come  before  the  Senate?  Public  opinioa, 
said  Mr.  O.,  requires  that  this  man  should  be  re- 
moved from  office,  and  rendered  incapable  of  hold- 
ing any  plac^  under  the  Government  in  future ; 
but  if  the  course  proposed  by  the  managers  is  taken, 
be  may  be  elected  to  office  again,  before  judgment 
can  be  obtained  against  him. 

It  had  been  said,  by  his  colleague,  that  a  law 
jought  to  be  passed  on  the  subject but,  if  this  was 
done,  a  question  might  arise  whether  it  was  not 
retrospective  as  to  the  present  case;  and  he  saw 
no  necessity  for  providing  for  any  future  case.  It 
U  out  duty,  said  be,  to  be  ready  to  99p^  befwe 
the  Senate,  and  insist  upon  a  triaL  If,  indeed,  on 
hearing,  eounsel,  the  Senate  shall  determine  they 
cannot  proceed  to  judgment  without  the  personal 
appearance  of  the  aceiued,'  we  must  submit ;  bat  I 
see  no  proprie^  in  ooi  taking  that  side  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  Senate  bad  doubtless  a  ri^ht 
to  summon  the  party  accused  to  attend  before 
them.  They  have  a  right  to  issue  process  for 
the  attendance  of  witnesses  ;  and  if  the  party 
chooses  to  appear,  he  has  a  right  to  require  pro- 
cess for  his  witnesses,  and  they  may  be  excused 
from  all  other  service}  but  when  the  party  accused 
does  not  choose  to  appear,  shall  be  oe  compelled 
to  ajmear?  For  what  purpose  shall  he  be  eom- 
pellea  to  appear  ?  Whether  an  offence  is  eom- 
mitted  against  the  public,  or  a  man  is  guilty  of  a 
civil  injury,  it  is  easy  to  decide  what  is  the  l^;al 
inference  arising  from  the  truth  of  the  iacL  It 
would  be  idle  in  courts  of  justice  to  proceed  in  triab 
where  judjgment  cannot  be  effectual ;  and,  there- 
fore, in  criminal  prosecutions  the  security  of  the 
person  is  necessary,  and  is  always  enforced.  Let 
gentlemen  who  say  that  a  person,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  should  be  required  to  appear,  aosmr, 
if  a  sentence  can  neither  affect  a  man's  person  not 
his  property,  why  he  should  ^ipear  in  person  1  If 
a  man  were  liable  to  be  punished  with  imprison- 
ment, fine,  or  ransom,  his  person  ought  to  be  se- 
cured ;  and  it  is  because  courts  will  hare  lemiritjr, 
that  in  sueh  cases  penons  are  either  imfsiioBea 
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or  betd  by  effietent  bail ;  and  when  bail  Is  reflised, 
it  is  where  it  does  not  aflford  a  safficient  secarity. 
Is  any  meh  security  required  ui  this  ease,  asked 
Mr.  D.  1  There  is  not  The  process  would  be  k 
rare  one,  if  the  party  were  required  to  appear.  It 
would  be  to  say,  that  the  raoment  the  person  ae- 
eased,  and  in  custody,  is  found  guilty,  that  moment 
he  shall  be  at  liberty  ;  but  in  all  the  prerious 
stages  of  the  prosecutloa,  he  shall  be  a  close  pris- 
oner. If  such  a  man  wished,  therefore,  for  his 
liberty,  be  must  wish  to  be  found  guilty  as  soon 
IB  possible.  Is  it  possible,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  that 
this  could  be  a  proper  course  to  be  pursued  ?  that 
it  can  be  right  to  bring  a  man  thus  charged  before 
the  court,  that  be  may  be  found  guilty,  in  order 
that  be  "may  afterwards  smile  at  the  impotencv  of 
ita  vengeance?  The  Constitution,  continued  Mr. 
D.,  luu  proceeded  on  a  different  principle.  The 
process  m  cases  of  impeachment,  in  this  country, 
IS  distinct  from  either  cirit  or  criminal— it  is  a 
political  process,  having  in  view  the  preserration 
of  the  QoTernmentof  the  Union;  Impeacbments 
under  the  British  OoTernment  are  wholly  differ- 
ent from  impeachments  carried  on  under  this  Qor- 
wnmmt.  The  Constitution  proceeds  on  the  high 
authority  of  public  opinion  and  of  the  high  ralue 
of  reputation  to  every  man  who  is  a  candidate  for 
puUic  offi^ie,  and  that  the  declaration  of  public 
reprobation,  expressed  by  the  Constitutional  organ, 
is  one  of  the  severest  punishments.  It  considers 
that  the  punishment  of  fine  and  imprironment  may 
be  endured,  but  that  public  abhorrence  is  not  to 
be  bone. 

The  punishment  in  this  case,  therefore,  is  wholly 
a  decbration  of  public  opinion,  not  only  that  the  • 
person  reeetTing  it  has  proved  himself  unworthy 
of  his  present  omeej  but  that  there  is  such  a  base- 
ness attached  to  his  character  as  to  render  him 
anfit  for  any  office  in  future.  Taking  the  matter 
np  in  this  vieWj  the  propriety  of  not  considering 
the  offence  as.criraioal  wiU  clearly  appear.  Were 
the  offence  to  be  considered  as  a  crime,  merely, 
the  judgment  of  the  court  should  involve  the 
iriime  punishment ;  whereas,  it  has  no  connexion 
with  punishment  or  crime,  as,  whether  a  person 
tried  under  an  impeachment  be  found  guilty  or  ac- 
quitted, he  is  still  liable  to  a  prosecution  at  com- 
mon law.  This  process,  therefore,  is  perfectly  sut 
|Wner»»— equally  unknown  t6  the  British  Govern- 
ment or  to  this  country. 

UpoA  this  riew  of  the  subject  Mr.  D.  mid  his 
opinion  was,  that  the  House  ougnt  to  instruct  the 
ttanagers.  but  in  a  war  directly  opposite  to  that 
propowd  by  the  resolution  under  consideration. 
'  Hr.  H&npBR  allowed  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  answer  the  challenge  thrown  out  by  tue  gentle- 
man from  Ccmneeticot,  to  produce  an  instance  in 
which  a  man,  tried  for  an  offence,  the  punishment 
for  which  does  not  extend  to  his  person  or  pro- 
perty, is  required  to  appear  in  person ;  for,  before 
Ibe  present  Constitution,  no  such  case  existed; 
and,  at  present,  there  is  none  such  but  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  Constimiion.  But  every  punishment 
nnder  the  common  law  affects  either  a  man's  per- 
WD  or  propertv,  as  they  are  the  only  punudiments 
to  be  had.  Aomitting,  therefore,  that  tfo  such  case 
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can  be  found,  nather  in  this  country  nor  In  that 
from  which  we  have  drawn  the  principles  our 
jurisprudence,  where  no  punishment  like  the  one 
contemplated  in  our  Constiiutioa  was  ever  iina- 
gined,  the  argument  has  no  weight.  Mr.  H.  denied 
the  principle  upon  which  this  personal  appearance 
is  required.  It  had  been  the  practice,  from  the 
earliest  records  of  our  jurisprudence  to  the  present 
time,  that  a  man  shall  never  be  tried  in  his  absetfce 
for  a  criminal  offence.  Gentlemen  say  the  reason 
.of  this  is,  that  he  may  be  ready  to  receive  jadg^ 
ment.  If  so,  it  would  be  foolish,  because  the  court 
mi^ht  direct  the  person  of  a  criminal  to  be  brought 
before  them  to  receive  sentence  as  well  as  they 
could  do  it  before  his  tri&l.  Wnat,  then,  said  he, 
is  the  reffsoo  1  Ask  the  great  sages  of  tJie  Bn|r- 
lish  law,  and  they  will  give  an  answer  v^  dif- 
ferent from  his  learned  friends.  They  -wiU  say 
that  it  is  because  a  man  onghfhlways  to  be  face 
to  face  with  his  judges  and  accusers;  that  no 
witness  ou^t  to  be  heard  against  a  man,  or  his 
life  or  property  put  in  jeopardy,  without  his  per- 
sonal presence ;  and  so  sacred  is  the  principle  held, 
that  a  man  is  not  permitted  to  depart  from  it.  This 
is  not  a  solitary  instance  in  which  personal  conve- 
nience is  sacrificed  [o  natural  convenience;  this  is 
frequently  the  case,  in  order  to  make  sure  the  bar- 
riers which  protect  individual  security.  It  is  in 
thi.t  respect  that  our  jurisprudence  is  chiefly  distin-' 
guisbed  from  the  inquisitorial  proceedings  of  for- 
mer times,  where  a  man  might  be  found  guilty  of 
the  highest  crimes  without  knowing  who  were  his 
accusers,  witnesses,  or  judges.  It  is  by  this  sacred 
maxim  that  no  man  can  be  pat  in  jeopardy  with- 
out being  confronted  by  his  accusers.  And  shmll 
we,  said  he,  depart  from  this  principle?  Wliy 
shall  we  do  this  1  Because  the  judgment  t^  be 
awarded  in  this  case  does  not  extend  to  person  ot 
property  ?  Is  the  judgment  less  than  if  it  affected 
person  or  property?  Gentlemen  will  not  say  so. 
They  will  say  that  a  man's  reputation  is  the  dear- 
est possession  which  he  can  enjoy ;  and  certain  he 
was,  that  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  in  opinion 
to  hhn  on  this  subject  would  sooner  be  deprived 
of  their  propecty  or  personal  liberty  than  lose  their 
fame  and  reputation.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
highest  punishment  that  could  be  inflicted  upon 
a  man  of  worth.  An  abandoned  profligate,  indeed, 
who  holds  reputation  for  nothing,  and  who  con- 
ceives he  is  free  if  he  has  the  liberty  of  roaming 
at  large,  will  not  thus  consider  this  punishment  j 
but  a  virtuous  citizen  will  consider  it  in  the  light 
in  which  he  had  presented  it,  as  it  places  an  indeli* 
ble  mark  of  infamy  upon  a  man.  which  separates 
him  fVom  the  rest  of  his  fellow-citizens,  ana  places 
an  insurmountable  barrier  between  him  and  alt 
that  is  tair  in  character.  Yet,  gentlemen  say  this 
is  not  a  criminal  proceeding !  Yet,  surely,  if  the 
punishment  is  greater  for  this  offence  than  it  is  for 
any  othct,  the  proceeding  must  be  considered  as 
criminal. 

Mr.  H.  said,  it  might  be  very  convenient  for  a 
man  to  stay  away  from  the  court  which  tries  him. 
He  could  conceive  instances  in  which  it  would  be 
convenient  for  a  man  to  pay  a  fine  which  shouM 
be  imposed  upon  him,  rather  than  appear  in  court. 
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But  mav  it  DOt  be  eoneeired  that  cases  may  arise 
in  whicn  it  would  be  the  greatest  hardship  to  trjr 
a  man  iu  his  absence  t  And  yet,  said  Mr.  H.,  if 
this  barrier  is  once  broken  down,  how  shall  we  be 
aUe  to  say,  "  Thus  far  shall  the  departure  go,  and 
ao&itfaer."  Weeaiuot.  The  greueat  abases  may 
arise  (tarn  U. 

Ik  this  ittstaoo^  we  are  told,  the  proeess  was 
fint  left  with  the  wife  of  Mr.  Bloiut.  Suppose 
tihc  thing  had  ended  hen,  eovld  we  have  said  the 
nun  had  had  actual  notice  1  He  would  hare  had 
I^al  notice^  but  it  ooold  not  have  been  said  that 
he  had  received  actual  notice;  bat,  notwithsiand- 
ia^  the  trial  might  hare  been  proceeded  with.  In 
this  instance,  it  is  iru^  that  the  aeoused  had  per-- 
sCHul  notice,  but  the  messenger  might  have  re- 
tmned  after  he  had  left  the  process  at  his  house, 
so  tluU  a  man  might  be  tried  without  knowing  of 
his  trial;  and  the  step  from  this  proceeding  to 
that^  would  not  be  so  great  as  this  is  from  the  es- 
tablished pracuce  of  oar  courts.  It  is  en  old 
adage,  said  Mr.  tl.,  that  first  steps  are  most  diffi- 
ctdu  If  this  is  taken,  the  succeeding  ones  would 
Teadilj.  foUow,  which  would  render  our  proceed- 
ings, in  such  c&ses,  the  most  inquisitorial  and  ty- 
mnoieaL  I  hope,  therefore,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  House 
will  adhere  to  the  landmarks  of  our  ancestors,  and 
not,  by  this  new-fangled  doctrine,  set  up  our  own 
waTcnng,  deceitful  leeaooin^,  tn  their  stead, 
throwing  down  the  strong  barnerswhich  have  been 
set  op  around  the  safety  <^  individoala,  and  the 
administration  of  strict  justice.  It  is  right,  con- 
tinued he,  to  adhere  to  the  maxims  of  expenence, 
though  we  may  not  always  see  the  reastm  upon 
'whwn  they  are  founded ;  as  counsel  argue  in  court 
against  a  precedent,  on  the  ground  that  the  reason 
of  the  thing  has  ceased  to  exist ;  the  court  invari- 
ably say, "  DO,  we  do  not  know  thi:^  nor  the  conse- 
quence of  departing  from  established  precedent ; 
we  choose  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  experience, 
which  we  know  to  be  safe,  and  not  in  new  courses, 
lAich,  for  aught  we  know,  may  lead  to  destrao- 
ikm."  If,  said  he,  we  depart  from  the  maxims  of 
experience,  we  subject  ourselves  to  the  domiDioa 
of  oar  pa8si«»— to  revenge  on  one  side,  or  to  fa- 
voritism on  the  other,  and  our  reasonings  will  lead 
us  this  way  or  that,  aceording  to  our  enmity  or 
afExtion.  towards  the  party  accused.  It  is  true,  on 
oac  day  the  decision  may  be  in  our  favor,  but  it 
may  be  against  us  on  the  next ;  and  though  our 
favorite  be  screened  to-day,  he  may  to-morrow, 
wiien  the  popular  c^ion,  which  is  ever  varying, 
shall  have  changed,  be  overwhelmed,  by  this  de- 
parture from  cAahlished  principle. 

Let  us  not  said  he,  be  governed  by  these  new 
maxims  which  have  overspread  and  created  so 
much  mischief  insome  parts  of  the  world.  It  had 
been  the  same  kind  of  disr^;ard  for  experience, 
and  contempt  for  old  eataUishmentSj  which  had 
prodnecd  so  nmch  eonfosion  and  muery,  which 
we  widi  to  keep  froa  oar  eotutry.  He  hoped 
the  moat  minnte  part  of  this  miaebid*  woald  not 
be  soAered  to  enter  in  amoog  us. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  spc^oi  of 
^ffaity  of  this  proceeduu,  as  if  the  r^ort  had 
Awspt^Kn.  It,indeed,^iMw«f theeolonnity of 
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the  proceeding,  but  said  nothing  about  its  di^ 
Dtty. 

He  should  say  nothiog  in  reply  to  the  geiitl»^ 
man  from  Connecticut,  except  tnat  wit  had  little 
alliance  with  sense;  it  is  pretty  enough,  and  majF 
serve  to  amuse  us^  but  never  serves  to  enlighten 
the  subject  on  which  it  is  used.  If  a  man,  who  m 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  tea  pounds,  cannot  be  irie^ 
cannot  plead,  except  in  person,  how  much  macm 
is  this  necessary,  in  a  case  where  all  the  peojde  of 
the  United  States  are  prosecutors,  whore  the  Seof 
ate  are  the  judges,  aM  when  a  Soator,  a  person 
of  the  third  rank  in  our  Qoveroment,  is  the  partf 
accused  7  In  such  a  case,  the  greatest  possible 
solemnity  ought  to  be  observed.  Ought  the  pub- 
lie  to  be  suffered  to  see  the  foolish  spectacle  oi  the 
House  of  Representatives  going  up  to  the  Senate 
from  day  to  day,  to  try  a  man  who  is  lau^hiog  at 
them  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  or  the  District  or 
Maine?  .This  sort  of  ridicule  ought  not  to  be 
thrown  upon  this  trial.  Does  not  every  one  know 
that  one  part  of  the  solemnity  of  such  a  trial  con> 
sists  in  the  personal  presence  of  the  accused ;  tif 
him  in  his  absence  and  you  take  off  three-f(Hird» 
of  its  solemnity  from  the  mind  of  the  paUie.  Ami 
it  was  certainly  the  great  design  of  this  trial,  to 
produce  a  strong  effect  upon  the  public  mind  by 
making  an  example  of  the  person  accused,  by  a 
puMic  trial  and  a^^dation ;  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  rendered  infinitely  less  so,  if  the  persofr* 
al  appearance  of  Mr.  Blount  be  dispensed  with. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  reflect  be* 
fdre  they  adopt  an  opinion  which  would  go  to  the 
entire  demolition  of  the  most  valuable  of  our  priv* 
ilegea,  the  sacred  barrier  of  our  persons  and  proj^ 
erty  against  the  encroachments  of  power,  and  the 
best  means  of  preventing  future  malversations  of 
office. 

Mr.  One  said,  the  gentleman  from  South  Care- 
Una  had,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  entertained  the 
House;  but,  however  ably  be  might  have  die- 
cniised  (MM  oif  the  points  in  disj>ute,  he  had  alto- 
gether eluded  the  (Hher.  Admitting,  fm  the  sdn 
of  argument,  all  that  he  insists  on  tnik  yet  another 
important  point  remains,  viz  :  whetner  it  be  in- 
cumbent on  (his  House  to  decide  the  question,  or 
leave  it  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate ;  and  upon 
this  his  friend  had  not  thought  proper  to  bestow 
a  single  word.  If  it  were  desirable  to  avoid  the 
influence  of  passion  on  this  question,  it  would  be 
expedient  to  avoid  the  question  altogether,  and 
leave  it  to  the  decision  of  those  who  may  be  sn^ 
posed  to  be  less  under  its  influence.  And  if  this 
question  came  to  be  tried  before  the  Senate,  he 
had  not  a  doubt,  dioogh  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  thought  it  his  duty  to  advocate  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Blount, 
the  bame  sense  of  duty  would  then  induce  him  to  ' 
take  the  contrary  side  of  the  question. 

The  gentleman  frnn  Sooth  Carolina  had  said, 
tliat  the  fame  and  repotation  of  an  individual  is  . 
more  dear  to  him  than  his  Uberty  or  his  life,  from  ' 
which  he  infers  that  the  common  law  havrnv  » 
scrupulously  guarded  individuals  from  triM  in 
their  absence,  m  this  case,  alscktrial  oa|^t  not  to 
be  hftd  in  die  absoiea  of  Mr.  Blount.  However 
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dear  fame  and  repatation  nuy  be  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  he  knew  they  were  very 
dear  to  him,  the  law  does  not  coorider  the  matter 
in  the  same  light.  The  loss  of  reputation  is  not 
locdud  upoo,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  in  the  same 
Tiew  witn  the  loss  of  life  or  of  limb,  nor  provided 
with  the  same  severity  of  punishment.  In  Eog- 
luid,  if  a  man  does  not  appear,  a  process  of  out- 
lawry and  fine  is  issued.  In  former  times,  it  was 
lawful  for  any  man  to  kill  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Modern  times  have  humanely  done  away 
the  latter  provision }  bat  the  outlaw^  and  fine  is 
yet  in  existence. 

When  a  man  is  indicted,  the  object  of  the  law 
is  to  rescue  society  from  the  pernicious  effects  of 
his  crime,  in  the  way  which  common  law  points 
ouL  Persons  are  not  to  be  tried  in  their  absence, 
as  a  trial  in  their  absence  would  be  injurious  to 
fhem,  eonsidenng  that  they  are  grenerally  poor 
persons,  and  unable  to  fee  counsel  in  .their  ab- 
•ence,  and  that,  therefore,  the  hand  of  power 
might  gripe  and  destroy  them.  But  impeach- 
ments are  prosecuted  in  order  to  purify  the  Naiioo- 
al  Councils,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being  con- 
taminated in  future  by  the  re-election  of  men  of 
infamous  character.  But  if  the  mode  now  pro- 
posed be  taken,  the  provision  might  be  eluded,  by 
the  re-election  of  the  accused  person,  before  judg- 
ment could  be  obtained  against  him.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  says,  that  if  Mr.  Blonnt 
does  not  appear,  the  effect  intended  to  be  produced 
upon  the  public  mind  will  be  lost ;  but  if  he  should 
be  again  elected  to  office  by  the  proposed  delay, 
what  will  be  the  effect  produced  on  tne  minds  of 
the  people,  and  upon  his  judges  ?  Let  us  not  suf- 
fer thu  State  cnmtnal,  or  any  other,  to  escape 
from  any  needless  attention  to  form :  let  us  pre- 
sent ourselves  before  the  Senate  as  the  prosecut- 
ors, and  leave  them  to  decide  a  question  which 
properly  belongs  to  them. 

Mr.  GoROON  said,  it  seems  to  have  been  the 
principal  idea  of  gentlemen,  by  their  observations, 
10  direct  what  mode  the  Senate  should  pursue  in 
the  trial,  and  not  what  previous  steps  should  be 
taken  toward  proceeding  with  the  trial.  It  is  to 
direct  the  managers  whether  they  should  take  fur- 
ther steps  on  the  trial.  It  cannot  be  certain  tbaij 
when  we  maka  the  application,  the  Senate  will 
see  proper  to  proceed  agreeably  to  our  request. 
The  situation  of  the  case  stands  thus:  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  by  their  Constitutional 
o^ans,  acilcase  Mr.  Blouni  of  certain  crimes ;  they 
hare  requested  that  certain  steps  should  be  taken 
in  order  to  bring  him  to  answer ;  the  Senate  have 
c«n[died  with  the  request,  and  have  notified  the 
person,  of  which  they  have  informed  this  House, 
and  that  he  has  failed  to  make  his  appearance. 
What  is  the  next  step  to  be  taken  t  Is  it  not  ri^ht 
that  this  House,  as  prosecutor,  should  come  tor- 
ward  and  take  further  steps  to  procure  his  appear- 
ance, in  order  that  the  man  should  appear  and 
process  be  had?  When  this  process  is  followed, 
what  is  the  next  proceeding?  In  an  application 
to  common  law,  if  a  person  is  duly  summoned  and 
he  does  not  appear  to  answer  the  indictment,  does 
the  court  proceed  with  the  trial  ?  I  presume  not. 
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I  see  a  peealiar  propriety  in  this  House  inatruct- 
ing  their  managers  to  go  forward  as  i^oseeutors, 
ana  that  they  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  compel  ap- 
pearance on  the  part  of  the  respondent ;  to  go  for- 
ward and  direct  that  body  in  wnat  manner  to  pro- 
ceed ;  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  so  to  do  by  meir 
resolution.  This  case  is  somewhat  analogous  to 
a  criminal  prosecution ;  and,  if  it  is  so  considered, 
then  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  the  step  to  be  taken ; 
in  that  case  thepersonal  appearance  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with.  But  it  is  denied  that  it  is  so ;  if  so, 
consequently,  we  must  pursue  a  different  course. 
But.  what  is  a  criminal  prosecution?  It  is  a  charge 
exhibited  by  the  Government  against  a  person  wt 
violating  the  peace,  welfare,  and  dignity  of  the 
community;  all  laws  are  made  for  seeunng  that 
peace,  welfare,  and  dignity  to  the  community,  dnd 
the  offender  is  tried  by  them.  Now,  is  not  this  a 
charge  of  that  nature?  The  charge  is  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  the  Senate  as  the 
judges  are  to  judge  on  t^e  degr^  of  crime  and 
punishment  in  the  case.  Here  is  every  part 
which  constitutes  a  criminal  trial.  The  aecosed, 
the  accusers,  and  the  court — and  all  competent. 
We,  therefore,  maintain  this  position,  that  it 
must  be  taken  entirely  in  the  view  of  a  civil  pro* 
cess. 

It  is  said,  that  because  the  judgment  does  not 
act  in  pertonam,  because  it  does  not  punish  the 
man,  it  is  not  a  criminal  process;  now,  admitting 
the  idea  that  no  other  judgment  should  be  render- 
ed that  should  affect  the  estate  of  the  person  but 
a  disqualification  from  office,  would  it  not  be  a 
punishment  to  be  removed  irom  office,  and  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  f  If  this  was  theonljr ' 
punishment  for  any  (uTence,  according  to  that  doe- 
trine,  there  would  be  no  criminal  code  in  the 
United  Stales.  It  is  well  known  that  a  person 
holding  an  office,  during  good  behaviour,  has  a 
freehold  in  it ;  it  is  a  freehold  estate.  Should  it, 
then,  be  said  that  a  forfeiture  of  this  is  not  a  pun- 
ishment 1   It  certainly  is. 

Several  abjections  nave  been  made  to  the  report, 
and  most  of  them  resolves  itself  in  this,  that  it  in- 
volves inconveniences.  It  has  been  also  said 
that,  if  this  mode  is  pursued  in  the  impeachment, 
its  object  would  be  entirely  frustrated,  and  no  judg^ 
ment.coutd  begiven  on  it.  These  objections,  he 
thought,  were  made  without  due  consideration.  If 
the  present  law  was  insufficient  to  compel  a  per-, 
sonal  appearance,  it  did  not  follow  from  tha'I,  that 
no  law  could  be  made,  adequate  to  the  purpose. 
When  the  Judiciary  law  was  passed^  if  it  had  not 
provided  marshals,  dtc,  for  executing  there 
might  have  been  the  same  argument  used ;  but  no 
man  would  argue,  for  instance,  if  a  person  was 
tried  for  bis  life  and  convicted,  and  there  had  been 
no  law  to  execute  sentence,  that  the  court  had 
not  power  to  order  some  persbo  to  carry  that  sen- 
tence into  execution;  the  same  would  apply  to 
the  present  case.  The  deficiency  could  be  made 
up  by  a  law,  which  would  answer  the  end.  It 
had  been  said  that  it  was  not  necessary,  in  civil 
law,  for  a  person  to  appear ;  but  the  case  was  dif- 
ferent The  process  in  civil  law  was  only  against 
property,  and  not  against  the  person ;  but  there 
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was  Doanatf^  in  the  caws,  as  this  did  not  affect 
the  property,  But  theiodindual.  It  had  been  said 
dla^  in  erimiDal  law,  bail  was  not  admitted|,  but 
in  this  ease  bail  had  been.  It  is  trae,  that  bail  is 
allowed  in  mlsdemeaDOrs,  but  it  is  only  for  ap- 
peanoce,  and  the  court  cannot  proceed  to  judg- 
ment without  the  person  is  present.  The  law  con- 
siders that,  in  that  case,  bail  is  sufficient  to  oblige 
him  to  respond  to  the  judgment  the  court  may 
erentuaHy  enter,  but,  if  the  party  is  not  there, 
they  do  not  pronounce  judgment;  they  resort  to 
his  bail  to  get  satisfaction. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  told 
vm  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
ceeds from  a  different  principle  than  any  law ;  that 
diis  respects  disqualification  from  office^  which  is 
the  highest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted ;  and 
y«t,  he  saya,  an  offence  that  shall  merit  the  high- 
est punishment  that  can  be,  is  not  criminal,  but 
onljr  civil.  What  strange  doctrine  is  this  1  Crim- 
inal law,  he  says,  is  to  rescue  a  commanily  from 
die  pernicious  effects  of  a  man's  crimes.  And,  is 
not  Uiis  to  rescue  the  United  States  from  the'  ner- 
nieions  effects  of  such  crimes  as  are  chargeo  io 
the  case?  It  has  a  great  similarity  with  assault 
and  battery,  and  yet  it  must  not  be  termed  crim- 
inaL 

Again :  we  are  told  that  if  we  do  not  proceed 
immediately,  if  we  delay  the  matter  agreeably  to 
the  resolution,  the  person  may  be  eventually  dis- 
charged. Let  us  not  be  so  much  for  the  severity 
of  jtistice  as  to  do  away  the  principle  of  the  law. 
Snch  a  doctrine  as  this  would  lead  to  this  infer- 
ence, and  it  mar  as  well  be  said  in  the  case  of  a 
man  imprisoned  under  a  charge  of  murder,  this 
man  may  elude  the  law,  it  may  be  dangerous  to 
wait  for  a  trial,  let  us  hang  him  at  once.  It  will 
be  most  advisable  to  go  on  in  the  r^lar 
mft  and  if,  in  the  event,  it  should  die  away, 
we  should  avoid  what  is,  in  my  mind,  much 
worse,  and  be  at  least  right  in  the  view  of  juris- 
]nradence.  Upon  these  ideas,  he  thought  there 
was  suffieient  ground  for  the  present  application, 
and  particularly  if  the  ease  can  be  considered  in 
die  view  of  criminal. 

Sir,  as  the  process  now  seems  going  on,  I  will 
sappose  the  case  of  a  person  appearing  by  his  at- 
torney. It  is  a  principle  regularly  established  by 
courts  of  law,  that  a  confession  regularly  made  by 
an  attorney,  "in  his  absence,  shoulubind  him  to  all 
intoits  and  purposes  the  same  as  though  made  by 
himself;  anid,  where  answer  is  made,  it  doea  dot 
inelnde  him  in  that  suit,  but  in  any  other  to  which 
they  may  relate.  Now,  let  me  suppose  that  there 
was  an  individual  arraigned  before  the  bar  of  the 
Senate  for  high  treason;  that  this  individual 
wished  to  a]mear  by  his  attorney,  and  is  heard  by 
attnney,  (woich  t  shall  take  for  granted ;)  the 
attorney  comes  in  and  confesses  ibat  he  is  guilty 
of  the  crime.  I  ask,  whether  the  confession  would 
not  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  ?  On  the 
principle  ftf  common  law  it  would  be,  if  I  know 
anything  of  the  operation  of  confession.  If  this 
is  the  consequence  of  confession  by  attorney,  it 
most  strike  a  person  with  abhorrencel  That  the 
life  of  a  person  should  be  trusted  to  an  attorney  i 
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Who  shaAl  sa]r  whether  a  person  arraigned  for  ao 
high  a  crime  is  guilty  or  not? 

Again:  suppose  an  attorney  should  undertaken 
whether  he  is  authorized  or  not,  to  appear  and 
plead  in  tne  absence  of  a  person  indicted,  (and 
such  a  thing  is  possible,)  he  undertakes  to  person- 
ate him,  and  pleads  for  him,  as  he  is  entitled  to  do; 
may  not  such  a  one  have  an  evil  design  in  that 
case?  It  is  possible.  If,  therefore,  such  a  thing 
was  to  be  done  in  the  present  case,  can  there  be 
compensation  foraj  moment  which  would  render 
this  person  infamous  in  the  eyes  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  remove  him  from  office  as  well  as  dis- 
qualify htm  in  future  t   There  cannot  possibly. 

I  might  go  on  to  point  out  a  great  variety  of 
iocoDveoiences  more,  which  might  attend  this 
nfslect,  but  shall  submit  those  I  Mve  mentioned. 
I  do  not  eoneeiTe  that  great  ineouTenienees  can 
arise  from  the  measure,  as  a  law  can  be  made  .to 
secure  its  efiects,  and  remedy  evils  which  may 
(rtherwise  be  apprehended.  That  if,  after  he  is  in- 
formed of  its  contents,  he  doea  not  appear,  it  shall 
be  taken  for  granted  the  facts  are  true,  and  jndg^ 
mentbehad  accordtn^y. 

But  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  speaks 
of  a  judgment  which  shall  be  rendered  io  case  of 
conviction,  and  fbrtber  adverts  to  common  law, 
but  it  does  not  define  what  other  judgment  shall 
be  rendered  after  the  impeachment  is  closed.  The 
Senate  have  their  limits  prescribed,  beyond  which 
they  cannot  go,  although  they  may  come  short ; 
they  may  omy  pass  censure  upon  a  person  im- 
peached, but  the  judgment  majr  be  removable^ 
Upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
consistent  with  the  dignity  the  Legislature  ought 
to  observe  in  the  trial  of  a  citizen,  if  the  personal 
appearance  was  dispensed  with,  and  therefore  he 
hoped  the  resolution  wonid  be  concarred  in. 

Mr.  EuHOND  said  that,  upon  reading  the  restH 
lution,  it  appeared  to  him  to  import  that  the  pros- 
ecution could  not  proceed  unless  the  Senate  com- 
pelled the  man  to  make  his  personal  appearance. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  the  prosecution  might  go  on 
whether  he  is  brought  into  court  or  not.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  what  has  been  the  jurisprudence 
of  Qreat  Britain,  because  it  appears  to  me  that 
very  little  anal<^]r  can  exist  between  a  trial  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  an  impeachment  in  England. 
In  order  to  discover  its  powers,  we  ooght  to  in- 
quire how  this  court  is  constituted,  and  then 
what  are  the  crimes  or  offences  that  may  be 
brought  before  this  court,  and  then  what  is  the 
mode  of  procedure  in  this  court,  and  see,  for  it  is 
laid  down  in  the  Constitution,  a  direction  which 
is  obligatory  on  us.  The  Constitution  says,  that 
the  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  im- 
peachments, and  they  should  be  on  oath  before 
they  be  constituted  into  that  court,  Ac.  [Here 
he  read  the  direction  in  the  Con8titution.J  The 
court  is  to  be  the  Senate ;  they  are  on  oath ;  the 
penalty  is,  removal  from  office ;  at  the  same  time 
it  takes  care  to  point  out  that  this  court  shall  not 
extend  to  affect  any  criminal  procedure  that  may 
be  had  azainst  the  party  for  the  same  offence ;  it 
has  carefully  drawn  a  line  here.  It  goes  on  to 
point  out  the  objeels  that  can  be  brought  before 
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this  court— the  President,  Viee  President,  and 
ciril  officers ;  the  crimes  are,  for  treason,  bribery, 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeaDors.  Tbe 
mode  of  triafappears  at  the  first  blush  to  be  differ- 
ent from  all  other  courts,  as  no  jury  ctn  here  be 
aUowed,but  it  shall  bare  no  relation  to  any  criminal 
prosecution  on  tbe  same  subject.  If,  as  the  gen- 
tiaman  from  South  Carolina  declares,  this  amounts 
to  a  criminal  case,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence t  It  must  be  determined  a  criminal  case, 
or  it  must  not ;  if  so,  it  has  attached  to  it  all  the 
rales  relevant  to  a  criminal  court.  If  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman, 'What  will  be  the  result?  It 
will  be  that  a  second  prosecution  in  common  law 
is  permitted  by  tbe  Constitution }  in  all  other  cases 
a  man  shall  not  be  put  in  jeopardy  twice  for  the 
same  crime ;  but  it  appears  clear  that  tbe  offences 
to  come  before  this  court  are  different  from  offences 
in  common  law,  and  tbe  mode  different ;  it  takes 
away  the  privily  of  a  trial  by  jury,  because  it 
is  a  political  crime,  and  his  poUtieu  privileges  are 
taken  away  br  disqualification,  &c.  And,  as  m  case 
of  a  trial  (ox  high  treason,  the  privilege  of  a  jury 
is  taken  away,  the  Constiiuuon  wisely  ordains 
that  two  witnesses  shall  be  necessary  in  such  overt 
acts.  In  that  case  would  deposititms  be  admitted  1 
Would  not  they  compel  the  accused  to  look  Hoe  ac- 
cuser in  the  face  1 

But,  sir,  a  difficulty  may  occur  agreeably  to  the 
construction  of  the  gentleman,  which  would  not 
easily  be  surmounted ;  suppose  the  President,  or 
Vice  President,  or  one  of  our  Judges,  should  be 
guilty  of  treason,  and,  in  such  a  case,  no  doubt  be 
would  fly  ;  sajmose  he  goes  to  another  country  \ 
he  is  still  your  President ;  if  then  you  cannot  pro* 
eeed  lojry  him  in  his  absence,  we  are  in  the  dis- 
agreeable situatiou  of  having  our  President  in  an- 
other country,  and  guilty  of  treason,  and  he  can- 
not be  brought  to  trial !  Is  this  fact,  that  a  want 
of  power  in  our  Government  shall  screen  the 
guilty  from  punishmeat  1  It  is  true,  we  ought  to 
give  every  privilege  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit,  to  a  person  impeached,  but  not  such  as  will 
defeat  the  law.  Was  this  to  be  law,  the  case 
would  be,  that  so  long  as  be  could  keep  himself 
from  being  talteo,  he  would  be  safe ;  but,  from  the 
impropriety  and  attendant  difficulties  of  the  mo- 
tion, 1  hope  it  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  the  geDtleman  last  up  endea- 
vored to  set  rid  of  the  difficulty  b^  stating  the 
nature  ot  the  court  by  which  the  impeachment 
WIS  to  be  tried ;  that  it  arose  from  the  Constitu- 
tion; that  its  powers  were  defined,  or  limited. 
He  aiqwared  to  conceive  that  this  court  is  above 
all  law  and  rule  of  proceeding  that  can  arise  in 
the  community }  that  there  is  no  law  by  which 
this  court  is  to  regulate  its  fwoceedingSi,  and  they, 
haying  the  sole  power  to  try,  have  no  rale,  but 
their  own  opinion,  to  say  whether  the  party  is  be- 
iore  them  or  not.  If  they  really  are  so  exalted  a 
body,  I  sball  not  be  sorry  if  this  impeachment 
fail,  but  I  shall  if  any  other  ever  does  occur.  For, 
if  the  judgment  of  this  court  can  go  to  tbe  de- 
BtructiOD  of  fame  and  character,  it  will  be  in  a 
dugerovs  situation;  this  seems  to  be  the  bent  of  the 
gHUmnan's  arguments ;  bn^  on  the  other  hand^ 
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we  coDtend  with  submissioii,  that  this  difficulty 
is  carefully  avoided,  and  this  court  as  carefully 
established  on  the  proceeding  of  common  law,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  guided  in  ccmformity  to  that  rule 
as  established  in  trie  United  States.  LT  they  do  aoc 
conform  to  tbe  eonnnon  law,  it  is  an  injury  to 
the  party  accused,  because  I  do  not  know  any  way 
by  whicn  their  judgment  can  be  set  uide.  It  u 
for  this  reason  that  the  managers  wish  for  in- 
struction from  the  House ;  if  the  House  should 
think  fit  to  agree  with  tbe  motion,  it  will  so  far 
meet  their  wishes.  I  feel  very  anxious  that  the 
re^nsibility  of  iHoceeding  should  not  rest  upon 
the  manajgers.  It  appears  now  that  the  Senate 
have  insututed  rules  for  the  proceeding  with  the 
trial,  whieb^  jny  opinion,  are  contrary  to  com- 
mon law.  We  find  tbey  hare  established  it  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  their  court,  that  not  the 
person  himself  should  answer,  but  the  person  who 
comes  as  his  counsel  should  say  whether  he  is  or 
is  not  guilty.  Is  there  any  court  of  law  the  same 
in  this  respect  ?  What  may  be  the  condtKt  of  his 
counsel  we  do  not  know. 

My  colleague  (Mr.  Otis)  has  been  very  anxious 
to  prove  that  we  have  been  tryins  before  a  wrong 
court ;  he  says  we  ought  to  wait  the  objections  ob. 
bis  part  by  bis  counsel.  That  gentleman  ought 
to  know  that  the  court  is  bound  to  s^  that  it  pro- 
ceeds according  to  courts  of  law.  What  may  Iw 
tbe  consequence  of  dispenaine  with  his  [wesence  1 
The  counsel  for  William  Mount,  being  learned 
men  in  the  law,  may  take  adTaotajpe  of  ^very 
proceeding  of  this  kind ;  tbey  appear  la  court  for 
William  Btonnt ;  they  conceive  he  is  not  guilty  \ 
but  if,  contrary  to  tbeir  expectations,  facts  shomd 
be  proved  to  nx  his  guilt,  they  then  come  forward 
and  say,  our  client  is  not  here  in  person,  he  not  be- 
ing here  in  person,  your  honors  say  he  is  guilty, 
we  move  an  arrest  of  judgment ;  we  forbid  any 

i'odgment  being  entered,  as.  agreeably  to  our  law, 
le  must  be  present.  But  tne  position  may  coma 
forward,  that  he  was  not  tried  in  the  common  way  } 
were  I  one  of  that  counsel,  I  should  deolare  that 
judgment  and  conviction  so  obtained  was  contra* 
ry  tu  the  common  law,  and,  therefore,  I  should  be 
for  avoiding  it  by  any  action  that  I  could  ;  I  should 
conduct  myself  exactly  as  I  would  in  a  case  of  com- 
mon kw. 

I  would  observe  again,  that  this  House  ought 
not  to  consider  themselves  as  proseenters.  by  the 
rule  of  law,  or  without  the  rule  of  law.  We  oome 
forward  for  the  whole  commnoity ;  why,  then, 
should  we  attempt  to  obtain  judgment  in  any 
other  way  than  we  would  if  it  was  before  any 
other  law  body  instead  of  the  Senate?  If  the  Sen- 
ate are  to  act  contrary  to  every  other  court,  than 
the  gentlemen  are  right  in  their  t^nion,  but  they 
cannot. 

Tb^  gentleman  has  supposed  that  impeachment 
and  criminal  law  are  suoject  to  distmction,  be- 
cause the  Constitution  has,provided  that,  notwith- 
standing tbe  impeachment,' a  trial  at  common  law 
may  be  had ;  he,  therefore,  supposes  that  if  this  is 
criminal  the  otlier  is  unnecessary.  I  understaaiL 
then,  that  this  being  n  criminal  proceeding,  shoula 
not  be  a  bar  to  (Mier  proceedings,  beoanse  the 
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powers  of  thii  court  axe  Jimited.  Bat  the  Seoftte 
ought  to  g;oTaii  themselves  by  the  rules  aod  gen- 
ctbI  princiides  of  law  entirely  in  this  impeach- 
ment; they  hare  not  the  power  to  change  the 
law  in  tins  respect,  nor  to  depart  from  the  law. 
Bat  if  Aer  see  occasion,  with  the  consent  of  this 
HoBse  and  the  President,  a  law  might  be  made 
niitaUe  to  this  ease. 

Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Dana  opposing'  this 
mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  question,  and  wishing 
for  the  sense  of  the  House  to  be  taken  upon  it, 
Mr.  O.  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  upon  it. 

After  Mr.  Dana  had  read  the  case  of  Robert 
Tresylliam  and  others,  tried  before  the  British 
House  of  Lords  in  the  year  1388,  in  support  of 
his  opinion,  and  Mr.  Gobdon  declared  that  this 
case  had  since  that  time  been  highly  censured  by 
the  English  law  writers,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  the  report,  and  negatived— 69  to  11,  as 
follows : 

Tui — John  Dennis,  Thomas  Evans,  Chsnncey 
Goodridi,  Williaof  Gordon,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
James  H.  Imlaj,  William  Matthews,  Thomas  Pinckney, 
John  Reed,  Samuel  Sewall,  and  George  Thatcher, 

Nats — George  Baer,  jr,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Pand 
Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks, 
Robert  Brown,  Stephen  Bullock,  (''hristopher  G.  Chsmp* 
fin,  John  ChaMoan,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Dawsrav  CieOTse  Den^  WUliam  Edmond,  Joseph  Eg- 
^eslon,  Lucas  Ehuenddr^  William  tinSkir,  Abiel  Fos- 
lar,  Dwi^t  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  OaUatin« 
Bemy  Glen,  Andrew  Gre^,  Roger  Chriswold,  John  A. 
noma.  Carter  B  Harrison,  Tbooias  Hartley,  Jonathan 
N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heieter,  William  Hindman,  David 
Hotmee,  Hea^iah'L.  Hoemer,  Walter  Jones,  Samuel 
Lyman,  James  Madiir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blanr  Mo- 
Clenachan,  Lewis  R.  Morris^  Anthony  New,  John  Ni- 
d»da%  BarriMn  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Joeiah  PaAer, 
John  Rnthdge,  jr.,  Jatnea  Behoreman,  WilHam  Sbep- 
*anl,  Thomas  SUnnicksoD,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel 
Stadth,  William  Smith.  Richard  Dofate  Spaigfat,  Meg 
ftjeagw^  iKduod  Sprig{^  Riofaard  Stanind,  Bicbaid 
I1toma%  Mark  'Hunosm),  Thmnaa  Tiltin^aiit,  Abrsm 
Trim.  John  Trigg,  Jehn  E.  Van  Alan,  nii%  Vm 
CafOudt,  Joaeph  B.  Tainnm,  Abraham  VenaU^  Fdeg 
Wadswmdi,  Kfbert  Wahi;  and  John  Williams. 

The  report  having  been  negativedf 

Mr.  StwALL  wiriied,  befon  the  House  rose,  that 
tlwy  would  agree  to  some  poeitiTe  instructions  to 
the  managers  of  the  impeachment  as  he  was  un- 
willing tut  a  precedent  of  the  kind  which  the 
Moose  seem  inclined  to  establish,  should  lie  upon 
\he  managers^  and  he  did  not  think  it  sufficient 
for  the  Hou^  to  have  negatiTed  the  report  which 
had  been  made  to  them.  He  wished  to  hare  an 
affirmative  vote  on  the  part  of  the  House,  as  the 
foundation  of  their  proceedings.  He  could  have 
wished  that  the  motion  had  come  from.another 
quarter  but  as  it  had  not,  he  would  himself  move 
a  resolntioQ  to  the  following  effect: 

"Raohxd,  T^at  the  managers  appointed  on  the  part 
cf  tfaii  Hoose  for  c<nidoeting  the  impeaehmmt  agiiost 
WaUam  noont,  pioesed  in  die  pmeeotian  of  ths  said 
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impaarfwiMin^  aMiongh  William  Bloant  dioaid  not  «^ 
pear  in  perrai  to  answer  to  the  same." 

Mr.  Vbnablb  did  not  know  whether  there  waa 
any  propriety  or  necessity  for  such  a  resolution  j 
but  if  it  were  to  bd  passed,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
amended,  by  adding  to  it,  provid«l  the  Senate 
shall  think  proper  to  proceed  with  the  same,"  aa 
it  app^red  to  him  a  question  most  proper  to  b« 
determined  by  the  Senate,  except  a  law  were 
passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sewall  had  no  objection  to  the  alteratioB> 

Mr.  HAJt^LBV  hoped  this  resolution  would  not 
be  passed.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  it,  as  tb« 
Senate  had  a  right  to  act  as  they  saw  |»oper 
without  the  interference  of  this  House. 

Mr.  GALI.ATIN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
message  received  from  the  Senate  on  Tuesday 
last  From  which,  he  said,  it  appeared,  thtf* 
only  fact  before  the  House  is,  that  William  Bloimt 
h^d  not  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Bunuooions  which  had  been  served 
upon  him ;  and  the  resolution  now  proposed,  if 
agreed  to,  would  express  an  opinion  that  the  trial 
mijpt  be  proceeded  witb,  though  Mr.  Blount  nei- 
ther appear  by  himself  or  counsel.  Mr.  G.  said, 
though  he  had  readily  voted  against  the  resolution 
whicb  proposed  a  delay  of  the  trial  until  Mr. 
Blount  appear  in  person,  he  was  not  willing  to 
say  the  trial  shall  go  on  at  all  events.  It  would 
be  establishuig  a  dangerous  precedent.  He  sup- 
posed the  managers  were  already  in  full  posses- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  without  any  far- 
ther resolution  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sewall  did  not  think  the  resolution  he  had 
proposed  was  liable  to  the  objection  made  to  it, 
as  It  applies  to  no  oAor  «ise  than  the  present; 
nor  does  it  contemplate  a  proceeding  in  the  trials^ 
except  counsel  appeared  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Bloant. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Craik  said,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  a  question — all  the  facts  relating  to 
which  are  not  regularly  before  them,  though  they 
may  have  heard  them  incidentally.  He  thought 
it  improper  not  to  give  any  instructions  at  alt,  but 
leave  the  Senate  to  proceed  as  they  think  propdt, 
without  establishing  any  precedent 

Mr.  PiNCKNEv  said,  if  the  resolution  does  not 
contain  all  the  facts  which  are  necessary,  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  amend  it  so  as  to  be  satisfactory, 
that  the  managers  might  receive  instructions  from 
the  House  how  to  proceed ;  for  he  could  not  eon- 
cur  in  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed  that 
the  whole  of  Uie  proceedings  in  this  business 
should  be  left  to  the  S««te ;  for,  in  thus  giving 
up  thar  opinions,  the  Hoose  mifht  surrender  in 
an  indirect  manner  the  most  valuable  privil^ea 
:  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  if  at  any  time 
a  Senate  shall  be  found  inclined  to  abuse  their 
powers.  Thecaanagers  on  the  part  of  this  Honaa 
Mr.  P.  said,  would  be  placed  in  a  peculiarly  haid 
situation,  if  the  House  should  refuse  to  iustrnet 
them  on  this  subject,  as  the  whole  responsibility 
of  the  business  would  lie  upon  them,  and  they 
may  hneafter  be  accused  of  givios  up  die  best  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  though 
their  iqteations  ar^  different  Who,  said  Mr.  P., 
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are  the  maDagen  of  tlus  impeachment  7  Are  they 
not  the  organs  of  this  House ;  and  for  the  Honse 
to  refase  tbem  instructions  is  as  uareasonable  as 
if  an  iDdiriduat  should  refuse  to  make  use  of  his 
head  to  direct  his  bauds  wh^t  to  do.  It  is,  said 
he,  the  dutjr  of  the  managers  to  apply  to  the  House 
for  imtructions,  and  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  give  them.  He  hoped,  thererore,  the 
resolution  would  he  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  strike 
out  of  the  resolution  all  after  the  word  ^  impeach* 
ment,"  if  it  was  passed  at  all ;  but  he  thought  it 
wholly  UDDCcessary.  as  the  House  had  authorized 
the  managers  to  asic  for  a  further  day  to  proceed 
with  the  business,  and  that  having  bwn  assigned, 
they  m^ht  doubtless  attaid  to  it  without  fwther 
^iliatroctio&s. 

.  Mr.  NiCHOLAB  saw  no  necessity  for  a  motion 
like  the  present;  but,  if  the  managers  wished  it 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  vote  for  a  resolu- 
tion directing  them  to  proceed  in  the  business.  Ah 
to  the  Senate  being  sovereigu  judges,  and  that  if 
they  were  bo  disposed,  might  abuse  their  trust — if 
they  were  not  to  proceed  on  the  business  in  a 
mauuer  which  was  likely  to  do  justice!  the  House 
would  certainly  have  no  hesitation  in  withdraw- 
ing the  prosecution. 

Mr.  Habpeb  fully  subscribed  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  with  jespect  to  their 
povfCT  of  withdrawing  the  prosecution ;  but  he 
considered  the  managers  merely  as  the  counsel  of 
the  House ;  they  have  declared  an  opinion,  which 
they  declined  acting  upon  until  they  received  the 
direction  of  the  House.  The  House  has  done  no- 
thiug  more  than  say  they  will  not  give  this  direc- 
tion. It  is  true  the  managers  might  iaf^  from 
this  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  House;  but  it  is 
possible  that  lu  coming  to  this  resolution,  the 
House  might  have  thought  the  managers  so  very 
wise  88  not  to  need  any  instructions.  And,  in- 
deedf  if  no  instructions  are  given  them,  he  saw 
cothmg  to  prevent  the  managers  from  pursuing 
the  course  which  tbey  proposed  by  their  report, 
lie  should  himself  be  for  taking  this  course.  He 
believed,  however,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  come  to  an  express  declaration  'of  opinion  on 
this  subject;  and  it  was  not  only  their  duty,  but 
it  would  also  be  doing  an  act  of  favor  to  the  mana- 
gers, to  which  he  thought  them  entitled. 

After  a  few  other  observations,  the  question 
was  put  on  this  resolution,  and  negatived — 37 
to46. 


MoNOAT,  December  24. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, ToMPBoif  J.  Skinner;  from  Virginia, 
Matthew  Clat  ;  from  Kentucky,  Thomas  T. 
Davis  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  William  Bab- 
BT  Gbovb  and  Robert  Williams  ;  appearedand 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  SpBAKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
statement  of  the  eipeows  of  GoTemment  for  the 
IMwent  year,  and  abo     wb^t  reTcnne  will  be 


[December,  1798. 


requisite  for  die  ensuing  year.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

UNIFORM  MaiTIA. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  said  that  there  was  a  sub- 
ject before  the  House  at  the  last  session,  which 
was  not  finished,  and  which  he  thought  it  expedi- 
ent to  bring  again  before  the  House.  He  alluded 
to  the  bill  proposing  a  new  regulation  of  the  mili- 
tia system.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  common 
defence  of  our  country  ought  to  rest  upon  the  mili- 
tia, and  he  thought  their  present  derangement  a 
national  misfortan^  which  oiuht  to  be  removed 
as  coon  as  possible.  He  therefore  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  amendments  are,  in  their 
opinion,  necessary  in  the  act  for  establishing  « 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  Slates,  and 
that  thev  be  authorize  to  report  by  bill  or  othei^ 
wise.    Agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  LAW. 

Mr.  CsAiK  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  consider  whether  any  and  what  al- 
terations are  necessary  in  the  act  respecting  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roaus. 

Mr.  Thatqheb  thought  it  would  be  well  to  wait 
for  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  on  this 
subject,  wnich  might  be  expected  in  a  few  days, 
as  he  had  been  directed  at  the  last  session  to  maxe 
a  report  early  in  the  present  session,  and  all  the 
petitions  on  this  subject  had  been  referred  to  him. 

Mr.  Cbaik  thought  the  House  had  better  ap- 
point a  committee,  and  when  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  came  in,  it  might  oe  referred 
to  this  committee.  Agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
of  five  appointed. 

Mr.  Baluwin  said,  as  a  report  was  made  during 
the  last  session,  on  a  representation  and  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
which  was  not  then  acted  upon,  he  moved  lobars 
it  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Agreed 
to, 

Mr.  Otib  propoeedjas  the  managers  of  the  int- 
peachment  against  William  Blount  would  have 
to  attend  to  their  duty  in  the  Senate,  at  12  o'clock, 
that  the  House  adjourn,  and  that,  to-morrow  being 
Christmas  day,  they  adjourn  till  Wednesday. 
Agreed  to,  and  the  House  aitjouinedr 


WBDtf  lanAT,  December  86. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Nathaniel  Fbbi- 
MAN,  Jr.,  from  Massachusetts,  and  Jahbb  A.  Bat- 
abo,  from  Delaware,  appeared  and  took  their  seats 
in  the  House. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  conformity  to 
a  resolution  pro|iosed  by  Mr.  J.  Pabkbb,  on  the 
Idth  instan^  which  was  ordered  to  be  jwinted. 

USURPATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

Mr.  Griswolo  said  he  wished  to  lay  a  resolu* 
tion  upon  the  table,  relative  to  a  subject  which,  in 
his  opinion,  deserves  eonsideiation-  lis  otgect  is 
to  punish  a  crime  which  {goes  to  the  destrneciMt 

the Bxecative  power oithe Government.  Ha 
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iDt  that  d«seri|it(oii  of  critDe  whicli  arises  frmn 
aa  inlerferpnee  or  iodiridusl  citizens  io  ihe  nego- 
tiations of  our  Executire  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments.  At  every  gentleman  must  be  satisfied  of 
the  importance  of  this  object,  and  the  propriety  of 
iDaking  some  proTision  wiUi  respect  to  it,  he 
tmsted  it  would  meet  with  no  opposition.  The 
resolntion  was  in  the  following  words : 

"Reiohed,  That »  etRnmittee  be  appiHnted  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  ameading  the  act  mtitled  *An 
act  in  adiditioD  to  ttte  act  for  ths  punishment  of  eotsin 
crimes  against  the  United  States,'  so  ftr  s«  to  extend  the 
penalties  of  the  said  set,  and  other  penaltiea,  if  need  be, 
la  aO  persona,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  dull 
asoip  the  ExeentiTe  aathori^  oi  Ham  Goremment,  by 
connMDdBg  or  carrying  on  any  cbneqiondence  with  the 
Gofemments  of  any  foragn  Prinoe  or  State,  leUting  to 
eonlKneraM  or  dtipatea  whtdi  do  or  shall  exist  between 
anch  ninoe  or  State  and  ^  United  Statea.  " 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

UNIFORM  BANKSUPTGY. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Conmuttee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  proriding  a  uniform  sys- 
teoD  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 
which,  after  making  some  amendments  in  seTeral 
of  the  sections,  with  scarcely  any  debate,  was 
wholly  gone  through  by  sections  j  after  which, 
^  Mr.  C^iB  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  tenth  sec- 
tion, which  provides  that  in  case  of  a  honajide 
purchase,  made  from  a  bankrupt,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  by  any  person  having  no  knowledge, 
information,  or  notice,  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy 
committed,  such  purchase  shall  not  be  Invalidated 
or  impeached,  the  following  words,  viz: 

"  Uoleas  a  major  part,  in  valae,  of  the  creditor^  at  a 
meeting  to  be  held  upon  due  notice^  shall  agree  to  refund 
or  ratom  to  Hicfa  parchaaer  the  sum  of  money  or  other 
comidetation.  which  he  shall  make  appear  that  he  paid 
or  gave  apoa  such  porchase;  and,  m  such  caae,  upon 
the  refunding  or  tendering  sadi  ctavdderation,  the  aa- 
rignesi  fehall  be  entitled  to  the  property  sidd  as  afbreaaid, 
far  die  nae  irf  the  creditors  :** 

And  to  insert,  in  their  place,  the  following 
unendmeDts: 

"JVoeiArf  ehoam.  Hist  no  purchase  made 
Amq  sndi  banknipl;  of  any  penonal  eatata^  far  a 
vd«iUe  conaJstation,  Xrj  any  peraon  having  no  know- 
ledge, information,  or  noting  erf*  any  set  of  bankruptcy 
committed  ot  intended,  shall  be  idvalidated  or  in^Maehed 
after  the  pnrdiaBer  ahall  have  bona  Jide  aold  and  alien- 
ated the  same  witboot  such  knowledge,  information,  or 

■otiecv  nor  ooleaa  the  assignees  shall,  within   

months  after  the  allowance  of  the  conuniaaian,  agree  to 
lefimd  or  return  to  the  purchaser  the  sum  of  money  or 
ottier  ccnaderalion,  which  he  shall  make  it  appear  that 
be  paid  or  gave  for  snch  purchase;  and,  in  such  case,  upon 
the  iefmi£ng  or  tendering  such  cooaideratioD,  or  so  much 
tfwreof  aa  dull  be  equivalent  to  th^  part  of  sndi  pur- 
Aaee  as  icmained  in  the  possession  of  soeh  pnrchtier  at 
the  tune  irf  such  knowledge,  informatioD,  or  notice,  the 
aastgneea  diati  be  entitled  to  the  estate  pundtased  aa  afore- 
said from  the  said  bonkmp^  or  to  snch  remainder  Uierai^ 
for  the  use  of  the  creditors. 

**  Pnvided  abo,  That  in  caae  the  amignee  or  ae- 
ofaay  bankn^AaU  alter  upon  and  elaioiaty  | 


lands  or  t«iameDt%  or  any  intanst  in  landaor  tmemant^ 

which  shall  be  ionajfide  purehaaed  of  audi  bankrupt,  far 
a  valoable  consideration,  by  any  peraim  or  persona^  not 
akin  to  such  bankraptor  to  his  wifii^ after  sn  act  of  bank- 
rupt^ committed,  without  any  nmce,  infinmation,  or 
knowledge,  of  any  act  of  bankruptcj  committed  or  in* 
tended,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  pozchaser,  or  for  the 
person  or  persons^  claiming  such  lands  or  teogments  from, 
by,  or  nnder  audi  banknmt,  to  file  al^  in  efuity  against 
the  aarignee  or  assignee^  m  the  office  of  the  cleric  of  the 
Cireait  Court  for  fte  district  in  whidi  such  land  taaa- 
ments  he,  and  upon  bis  miUng  it  appear  to  die  saliA^ 
tion  of  said  court  that  he  has  pnd  a  nluable  constdera* 
tion  for  Guch  lands  or  tenements,  or  erected  or  made  ai^ 
buildings  o|;  improveinents  Uiereon  prior  to  any  notiec^ 
knowledge,  or  informstion,  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy 
committed  or  intended,  the  said  court  shall  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  sums  thus  bona  JSde  paid  by  such  pur- 
chaser or  claimant,  which  shall  be  refunded  by  the  as- 
signee <n-  asaignees,  within  such  tune  aa  the  said 

conrt  diall  nrder,  or  qtherwiae  the  title  of  sndi  pur- 
chaasr  or  daimant  diall  not  afterwarda  be  invalidated  or 
impeached." 

After  submitting  these  amendments,  ftlr.  O. 
moved  for  the  committee  to  rise,  in  order  o  nve 
time  for  them  to  be  considered  and  printed.  The 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  rose  Mcord- 
in^y. 

FRENCH  DEBTS. 

Mr.  Waln  presented  a  petition  from' a  number 
of  merchants  and  traders  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
plaining that  by  the  act  prohibiting  oar  mtercourse 
with  France,  and  her  dependencies,  they  are  pre- 
vented from  taking  measures  to  recover  large  debts 
which  are  due  to  them  from  those  countries,  and 
praying  for  such  alterations  to  be  made  ther^ 
as  shaU  afford  them  relief. 

Mr.  SewALL  moved  that  this  petition  be  referred 
to  tjie  committee  appointed  to  consider  that  part 
of  the  Prefident's  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
extending  and  invigorating  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce would  be  a  more  proper  reference. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject  of  defence,  had  already  had  this  law  un- 
der consideration,  conceiving  it  to  come  within 
the  province  of  their  appointment.  If  it  did  not,- 
be  wished  the  House  would  so  determine.  This 
law  will  certaftily  require  amending  during  the 
present  session.  He  had  conceived  it  to  be  one  of 
the  best  measnres  of  defence  adopted  at  the  last 
session,  and  when  eztoided  nnd  modified,  he  b^ 
lieved  it  would  prove  one  of  the  best  measure* 
of  defence  which  could  be  entered  into  at  the 
present  session. 

The  question  for  a  reference  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  (being  a  standing  committee)  had 
the  preference ;  but  this  motion  having  been  nega- 
tived— 46  to  31,  the  other  was  put  and  carried. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Soiate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  .the  High  Court  of  Im- 
peachment sat  on  Monday  on  the  trial  of  William 
Bloant,and  that  his  Coujuel  had  filed  their  ple% 
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which  was  now  eommUDioated  by  the  Seerettry 
of  the  Benate  to  this  Hone.  The  plea  is  in  the 
fUlowing  words : 

"  Uhitid  SAtu  m.  Wii,uui  Biadht. 
"  Upon  InMadunent  of  the  Hodm  of  RsprMottMrrM 
of  the  United  Stales,  of  high  Crimea  «id  misdeaieep 
non.  » 

«Lr  Shati  or  tkb  Cititkd  Statis,  Dee.  S4,  1708- 

«  The  efomaid  William  Blount,  eeTing  and  reaerr- 
faiif  to  himeelf  all  exceptioae  to  the  imperftctiona  and 
imoaitain^  of  the  artudee  of  impeadunent,  hy  Jared 
IngenoU  and  A.  J.  DaUu,  hii  attomejB,  cornea  and 
dawnda  the  fince  and  iqjniy.  and  aaiyB,  that  he,  to  the 
■aid  aztidea  of  hnpeadiniait  preferred  Rgdnrt  him  by 
the  HooM  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  United  Statea, 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  aniwer,  becauae  he  aava 
that  the  eighth  article  of  certain  amendment!  of  the 
Conatitotion  of  the  Tlnited  Statea,  having  been  ratified 
by  nine  Stetea,  after  the  aame  was,  in  a  Coaatitational 
manner,  propoaed  to  the  consideration  of  the  aeveTal 
States  in  the  Union,  is  of  equal  obligation  with  the 
winnal  Constitntion,  and  now  forma  a  pait  Aareof, 
ana  that  by  fte  same  artide  it  is  dedaied  uid  provided, 
that  <In  ill  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  'by  an  im- 
partial jury  of  dn  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime 
■hall  have  been  committed,  which  diatrict  shall  have 
been  prerioasly  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accosation,  to  be  con- 
Imited  with  the  witneeses  against  him,  to  have  com- 
fidMry  proeew  for  obtaining  witneases  in  hia  frror, 
and  to  hare  die  ■■^■tance  of  eonnael  fat  his  deftmee.* 

"  That  proceedings  t^impeadhmaataia  provided  and 
pennitted  by  the  Constitution  of  die  United  Sutes, 
only  on  charges  of  bribery,  treason,  and  other  high 
crimes  and  miadaneanors,  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  President,  Vice  I^eaident,  and  other  civil 
^Scess  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices  held  under  the  United  Statea,  as  appears  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  second  article,  and  qr  die  ■eventh 
dense  of  the  third  section  <tf  the  first  article,  and  other 
artidea,  and  danaea  contained  in  the  ConBtitntion  of 
the  United  States. 

«  That  although  true  it  ia,  that  be,  the  said  William 
Blount,  was  a  ^nator  of  the  United  States,  fi-om  the 
State  of  Tenneasee,  at  the  several  periods  in  the  said 
aitidea  of  tn^wachment  refbrred  to ;  yet,  that  he,  the 
■■id  Wilfiaa,  is  not  now  a  Smctor.and  is  not,  nor  was 
at  the  ■Brand  periods,  ae  •■  ateaaaid  refcmd  to,  an 
t^oftheUiuted  States;  nor  is  he,  die  said  William, 
in  and  by  the  said  arttdes,  chsrged  vrflh  havmc  com- 
bntled  any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  in  the  exeenlion  of 
any  civil  office  held  undw  the  United  States,  or  with 
tuj  maloondact  in  dvil  t^Soe,  at  aboia  of  any  pnblic 
tnut,  in  the  execution  thereof. 

"  That  the  Conrta  of  Common  Law,  of  a  criminal 
joris^ction,  the  States,  wherein  the  offences  in  the 
■aid  arddes  redted  ate  Miid  to  have  been  committed, 
■a  wdl  as  those  of  the  United  States,  are  competent  to 
die  ct^isance,  prosecution,  and  pnniahment,  of  the 
■aid  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  if  the  same  have  been 
per^>etrated,  aa  ia  suggeated  add  diaiged  the  aaid 
artiolea,  whidi,  howevw,  he  atteriy  de^ea.  AU  whidi 
the  said  William  is  ready  to  verify,  and  prays  judgment 
whether  this  High  Court  vrin  have  further  cognisance 
of  this  suit,  and  of  the  said  impeadiment,  and  whedier 
ha,  the  said  Wilham,  to  die  said  artides  of  impeadi< 
Mnt.  sa  ■■  afinesaid  pieftrssd  by  the  HoiMeof  Bepro* 
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aentattves  of  the  United  States,  aagbt  to  be  eompeHed 
to  aniwer.  •*  JASED  INGERSOtL. 

«  A.  J.  DALLAS." 

Mr,  Bayabu,  moved  that  this  message  be  re- 
ferred to  the  mnnajrets  for  conducting  the  im- 
peachmeot  against  William  Blotint,  with  diree- 
tioDs  to  proceed  therein  aa  they  shiiU  deem  ad- 
visable. • 

Mr.  D>MT  thoDgfatthe  instruction  unneceasary  ; 
bat  Mr.  Bay&bd  still  wishing  the  instruetioDto he 
given,  the  queatioa  was  put  and  carried,  there  b«- 
ing  S3  votes  for  it 

STATE  BALANCES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  re- 
specting balances  due  from  certain  States,  vriiieh 
was  agreed  to  without  debate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  readiog  to-morrow. 
CENSUS. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  enumerating  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States.   Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chair. 

One  schedule  of  the  bill  reported,  orders  a  de- 
signation of  the  occupation  of^  the  iuhabiunts  to 
be  taken,  wUichMr.  Gbiswold  moved  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  it  woald  not,  as  it  was  a 
piece  of  information  which  mi^ht  prove  extremely 
useful,  particularly  in  the  estimation  of  any  tax 
that  might  be  proposed  to  be  laid ;  indeed  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  the  ascertainment  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  laws ;  it  was  the  ground- 
work— the  basis  of  political  Mlculation,  on  which 
laws  must  be  founded.  Besides  it  would  give  the 
House  information  of  the  progress  of  manufac- 
tures and  arts,  and  the  Government  might,  by  its 
fostering  care,  give  the  helping  band  to  the  impo- 
tent maoufacturer,*dtc  The  trouble  could  not  be 
much  in  making  this  inquiry ;  but  its  advantage 
may  be  very  great. 

Mr.  Dattoh  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  schedule 
would  be  struck  out,  as  he  could  not  conceive  any 
necessity  there  could  be  in  it ;  it  would  cause 
much  unnecessary  trouble,  and  iadeed  be  very  an- 
certain.  In  New  Jersey,  he  said  there  were  people 
who  some  part  of  the  year  made  it  a  hile  to  carry 
on  one  branch  and  at  other  times  aBother,  and 
some  two  others ;  it  woidd  be  difficoH  for  Uiem  to 
say  what  branch  they  followed.  It  was  not  menty 
unnecessary,  Irat  would  prove  injurious.  This  par- 
ticularity, he  said,  was  very  injurions  in  the  latw 
for  the  enumeratioQ  of  slaves,  and  no  doubt,  would 
prove  so  in  this  law. 

On  the  question  to  strike  oat — yeas  59,  nays  33. 

Some  trifliug  amendments  were  mad^  and  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  House  then  tooK  it  up,  and  Mr.  Hahfer  re- 
newed his  former  argument,  urging  the  necessity 
of  the  clause.  It  was  carried  in  the  House  in  favor 
of  striking  out — yeas  38,  nays  34. 

The  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

.  Thubsday,  December  27.* 
The  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitaataof  the  United  Statea,  was  read  tht-lUvd 
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tane  and  passed  ;  as  was  also  th«  biU  respecjing 
balances  reported  to  be  due  from  certain  Sutes, 
hf  the  Comoiissioners  for  settling  the  accounts 
hMweoi  the  United  States  and  the  several  Sutes, 
$6  TOtea  being  in  farour  of  its  passage. 

THE  STAMP  ACT. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  amending  the  stamp  act,  with 
xespect  to  the  doty  payable  on  forei^  bills  of  ex- 
chaoffc  and  bills  of  laoing,  had  received  informa- 
tion nom  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  stat- 
ing that  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  some  com- 
peBsation  for  the  supa^visors,  who  had  the  man- 
agement of  the  stamp  business,  as  tfae  present  law 
proTidea  n<aie.  The  committee  hadalsosug^ted 
the  propriety  of  making  some  other  alteratiOBs  in 
the  bill;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  fiuther  coo- 
sidefation  of  this  bill,  with  a  view  of  having  it  re- 
ctnunitted  to  the  select  committee  who  reported  it. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted. Mr.  Oris  afterwards  made  a  report  of  the 
fMiMMed  amendments ;  but,  owing  to  some  infor 
mality,  the  rqport  was  not  reenvM. 

USUEPATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

Mr.  GaiswoLo  called  up  for  consideration  the 
raeohition  which  be  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
for  the  af^niment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
tfaa  propriety  of  amending  the  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  provide  a  penalty  for  any  citizen  who  shall 
usurp  the  Execntiveautnority  of  this  Government, 
by  cemmeiieing  or  carrying  on  any  correspoo- 
denee  with  the  Qovemment  of  anjr  foreign  Pnnce 
or  State,  relative  to  controversieB  or  disputes 
which  do  or  shall  exist  between  mch  Prinee  or 
State  and  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  r6ad. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  be  believed  this  to  be  a  new 
sabject  of  general  l^islatioo ;  and,  as  such,  he  did 
not  apprehend  there  was  any  necessity  for  making 
the  proposed  inquiry ;  and,  if  it  bad  any  particular 
object  in  view,  the  motion  appeared  to  him  pre- 
matore.  If  it  was  founded  upon  what  had  been 
seen  in  the  publie  papers  relative  to^he  conduct  of 
a  certain  eentleman  who  has  lately  been  in  France, 
he  thmvht  the  mover  ought  to  have  waited  until 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  had  put  the 
House  into  poeaession  of  facts  upon  that  subject ; 
whieh,  thei^h  promised  three  weeks  ago,  had  not 
yet  been  recdvcd.  Indeed  be  did  not  know  bat  the 
conduct  of  this  House  in  giving  an  opinion  upon 
Aeae  despatches  before  they  are  received,  had  pre- 
▼enied  the  eommunication ;  and  if  the  House 
dwndd  inroeeed  to  legislate  upon  them,  the  Presi- 
dent may  suf^Mse  they  have  do  desire  to  see  what 
be  has  promised  to  lay  before  them,  and  withhold 
tfaero  altogether.  If  an^  particular  object  basgiven 
occasion  to  this  new  kind  of  legislation,  the  House 
ooffht  to  know  it.  He  had  hoped  that  no  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  afiairs  of  this  conntra  with 
respect  to  foreign  nations,  which  could  have  direct- 
ed the  resentments  of  gentlemen  to  any  particular 
pevm.  He  had  hoped  fUngs  were  loandiag,  and 


be  had  gathered  these  hopes  from  the  Address  of 
the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  as  in 
that  Address,  he  seemed  to  wish  to  argue  down  the 
too  saaguine  hopes  of  a  speedy  reeonciliatiM 
which  might  arise  from  the  communication  he 
had  to  make  od  the  subject.  This  was  not  only  the 
impression  which  the  Address  had  made  on  bis 
miod,  but  it  was,  as  far  as  he  had  learnt,  the  gen- 
eral impression.  Indeed,  he  found  a  different  tone 
even  amongst  those  gentlemen  who  had  always 
been  loudest  in  their  cry  for  war,  from  what  ex- 
isted when  he  last  parted  with  them.  Nothing  wae 
then  heard  but  a  declantion  of  wnr~now  he  heard 
nothing  of  that  kind.  Thinking,  therefore,  as  he 
did,  that  tfae  snbjwt -is  of  too  nara  a  kind  for  gen- 
eral legislation,  without  some  good  reasm  hang 
assigned  for  it,  and  that  the  House  does  not  possess 
sufficient  information,  if  the  measure  be  levdled 
at  a  particidar  object,  he  was  ofipoaed  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Gbiswold  said,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  mistaken  the  object  of  this  resolution,  in 
supposing  it  had  reference  to  any  particular  per 
son.  Its  object,  said  Mr.  G.  isgeaeral.and  I  think 
of  the  first  importance.  I  think  it  necessary  to 
guard  by  law  against  the  interferatce  iodivid- 
uab  in  the  negotiation  of  our  Exeehtive  with  the 
Gk>vemments  of  foreign  countries.  The  prewot 
situation  of  Europe,  in  my  opinion,  calls  aloud  for 
a  regnlation  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  know  but 
an  uterfereoee  of  this  kind  might  have  already 
taken  place  {  but  the  object  of  this  motion  was 
prospective,  and  bad  nouing  to  do  with  what  is 
past.   If,  said  Mr.  G.,  offences  of  this  kind  are  to 

SS8S  unpnnished,  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  an  in- 
ividoal  to  frustrate  all  the  designs  of  the  Execu- 
tive. The  agent  of  a  Action,  if  such  a  faction  shall 
exist,  may  he  sent  to  a  foreign  eoontry  to  negotiate 
in  behalf  of  that  faction,  in  opposition  to  the  Sx- 
ecutive  authority,  and  will  any  one  say  that  suck 
an  offence  ought  not  severely  to  be  punished  t  It 
certainly  otight.  Placing  the  subject  in  this  point 
*Df  vieW;  he  thought  it  toe  duty  of  the  Legislature 
to  inquire  into  it.  He  was  not  certain  that  ade- 
quate provision  could  be  made  for  the  pnnishmaH 
of  offences  of  this  kind,  but  he  wisthea  the  matter 
to  go  to  a  committee  for  consideration.  He  hoped 
no  occasion  would  ever  arise  for  bringing  into 
operation  a  law  of  this  kind }  but,  if  it  should,  it 
would  be  wiJl  to  be  prepared  to  meet  it.  He  could 
not  see  why  this  should  be  considered  as  a  snfageet 
of  irritttioD,  as  no  gnitleman  would  pretend  to  say 
that  an  naauthorized  individual  ought  to  exercise 
a  power  which  should  influence  the  measures  of 
a  foreign  Government  with  respect  to  this  country. 
This  power  has  been  delated  bjr  the  Constitution 
to  the  President  ;and,  said  Mr.  G..  the  people  of  this 
country  might  as  well  meet  and  tegiBlate  for  us,  or 
erect  themselves  into  a  judicial  ti^unal,  in  plaoe 
of  the  estatdished  Judiciary,  as  that  any  individual, 
or  set  of  persons,  should  take  upon  him  or  them* 
selves  this  poww,  vested  in  the  Executive,  Gen- 
tlemen may  say  that  all  this  is  right ;  but,  in  his 
optnioD,  such  practices  would  be  destmctive  of  die 
principles  of  our  Government.  He  hoped,  there- 
lore,  tne  mtrfution  would  be  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  bad  do  idea  that  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  could  mean  to  make  this  law 
retrospective ;  but  be  thought  the  House  ought  to 
possess  more  information  on  the  subject  before 
they  uoderiook  to  legislate  upon  it.  The  Consii- 
tDtion  having  defined  what  treason  shall  be,  he 
ctmeeiTed  il  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Legula- 
ture  to  create  a  new  offence  of  this  kind;  and  if  it 
eoald,he  thought  it  would  be  unnecessary.  Whe- 
ther the  gentleman  had  any  reference  in  what  he 
had  said  of  a  fitction.  to  a  faction  existing  at  pre- 
sent in  this  country,  he  could  not  tell ;  he  would 
say,  however,  that  if  be  had  bad  any  share  in 
sending  the  gentleman  alluded  to  to  France,  he 
should  not  be  ashamed  to  confess  it — he  should 
not  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  prombte  the  peace  of 
his  country.  Nor,  were  it  not  for  the  apparent 
arrogance  of  such  a  step,  should  he  himself  be 
asbajoed  or  afraid  of  crossing  the  Atlantic,  if  by 
doing  so  he  could  procure  peace  for  bis  country. 
Nor  did  he  think  ttie  people  of  America  would  be 
offended  with  him  for  thus  acting.  If,  said  Mr. 

all  indindiul  interference  is  to  be  prohibited, 
the  President  baring  declared  all  negotiation  to 
be  at  an  end,  how  is  peace  to  be  procured  1  Who, 
said  he,  are  so  likely  to  lake  a  step  in  a  buslnesH 
of  this  kind  as  those  who  are  to  share  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  t  The  mischief  which  gentlemen 
see  in  a  conduct  of  this  kind,  he  could  not  under- 
stand. If,  said  he,  any  iodiridual  or  set  of  men 
were  bent  upon  involviog  the  country  in  war,  the 
case  would  be  very  different.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  class  the  two  descriptions  of  persons,  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  RoTLEDOE  thought  this  resolution  was  be- 
come more  necessary  from  theobservatioDs  which 
have  been  made  upon  it.  He  did  not  believe  the 
mover  of  the  present  im>pontion  had  reference  to 
any  particular  penon ;  the  law  was  to  be  of  pros- 
peetive  operation.  If  the  transaction  alluded  to 
came  before  this  House,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
taken  up  in  a  more  serious  point  of  view.  But 
when  gentlemen  come  forward  and  declare  thaf 
there  is  no  imi»opriety  in  an  individual  attempt- 
ing to  influence  the  conduct  of  a  foVeign  Qovern- 
ment  with  respect  to  this  country,  he  thought  it 
high  time  to  pass  a  law  upon  ihe  subject ;  for,  if 
all  the  discontented  peo{Je  in  this  country  are  to 
be  suffered  to  tamper  and  negotiate  with  foreign 
Powers,  it  would  lead  to  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences. If,  said  Mr.  R.,  our  situation  were  a 
novel  one,  gentlemen  might  accuse  me  of  possess- 
ing a  gloomy  mind  j  but  let  uslooLat  the  present 
situation  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  profit  by 
what  we  see  there.  They  have  most  of  them 
suffered  by  means  which  this  resolution,  proposes 
to  guard  againsL  The  patriotic  party  In  Holland, 
mevioos  to  their  revolution,  had  their  agent  in 
France;  and  UDauthorized  individuals  bad  every- 
where been  employed  in  the  subversion  of  old  es- 
teblishments.  We  know,  said  he,  that  the  United 
Irishmeo,  who  hare  deluged  their  country  in 
blood,  had  their  agents  in  France,  who  instructed 
the  French  army  where  to  land,  where  to  find 
pikes,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries,  for  their 
work  of  devastation. 
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Profiting  from  the  example  of  Europe,  Mr.  R. 
wished  the  Legislature  of  this  country  to  guard 
against  similar  misfortunes;  foresaid  he,  are  the 
people  of  this  country  more  patriotic,  more  wia^ 
more  enlightened,  or  more  attached  to  their  Got- 
emment,  tnan  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  t  He  believed  not.  There  are,  said  he,  in 
all  countries,  some  portion  of  discontented  persons 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  admiaistration  of 
their  Gorernmeat,  and  will  oidearor,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  alter  it.  In  every  Gor- 
ernment,  constituted  like  ours,  such  a  description 
of  persons  will  exist 

What,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  situation  of  this  coun- 
try? Tne  Oeneial  Government  is  authorized  to 
make  treaties,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  other 
national  concerns,  with  which  tbe  State  Grovern- 
ments  are  not  permitted  to  hare  any  concern ; 
and  yet,  though  none  of  tbe  sixteen  sovereign 
States  are  permitted  to  interfere  in  this  respect,  it 
is  asserted  that  an  individual  may,  with  wopriMy, 
present  himself  at  the  bar  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  or  of  tbe  Bxeentive  Directory,  as  (he  re- 
presentative of  a  patriotic  society,  of  Virginia  or 
any  other  State,  to  speak  on  these  snhjeots. 

There  may  be  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  R.,  who  con- 
sider the  Administration  of  the  General  Qovem- 
ment  as  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  the  country ; 
and  their  zeal  may  carry  them  so  far  as  to  believe 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  over- 
turn the  whole  systeiu,  to  effect  which,  they  may 
think  a  French  army  and  a  French  invasion  ne- 
cessary. And  if  the  cittzeas  of  this  'country  shall 
be  permitted  to  have  intercourse  with  foreign  Gov- 
ernments, they  may  do  the  greatest  injury  to  this 
country,  under  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  best 
intentions,  which,  thougn  they  may  not  be  re* 
warded  here,  they  wiU  rest  confident  will  be  re- 
warded in  Heaven  1  And  shall  these  persons,  said 
he,  go  unpunished  1  If  so,  the  consequence  must 
tw  a  dirision  of  the  people  of  this  country  ftom 
their  Government.  Mr.  R.  thought  this  a  good 
measure  of  national  defence ;  and  he  declared  that 
he  h^  seen  nothing  in  the  Address  of  the  Presi- 
dent, nor  in  anytiiing  else,  which  could  iuAuence 
tbe  mind  of  the  most  sanguine  legislator  to  weak- 
en his  desire  for  effective  measures  of  defence.  If 
our  prospects  had  brightened  at  all,  it  wasentirely 
owing  to  the  energy  and  wisdom  which  directed 
the  measures  of  the  last  session.  He  hoped  the 
same  spirit  would  be  continued,  and  that  measures 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  hold- 
ing any  improper  intercoarse  With  foreign  Gov- 
ernments. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said^  it  had  been  said  by  genUe- 
men  who  support  this  resolution,  that  it  has  no 
reference  to  anything  which  has  taken  jdaee.  It 
may  be5o;but,althoughitha8noreferaicetowhat 
has  already  been  done,  those  gentiemen  will  not 
say  that  such  a  rescdntion  would  have  been 
brought  forward,  unless  a  certain  event  had  takcu 
place.  This  will  not  be  denied.  It  is  therefore 
prop^  said  he.  before  we  enter  into  this  business 
that  we  should  have  some  information  on  the 
ject,  and  this  infonnation  the  House  had  a  naht 
to  expect,  sinee  the  Presidait  had  promiaed  it 
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at  the  eommeneement  of  the  session.  He  con- 
ceiTed  this  proper,  because,  if  the  House  were  to 
legislate  upon  so  novel  a  sabject,  io  order  to  pre- 
rait  fatare  injuries  to  the  United  States,  Utey 
opght  first  to  know  how  the  injury  which  ^Te 
rise  to  the  measure  has  been  committed.  But, 
said  Mr.  G.,  if  this  proposition  is  brooght  before 
the  Hoose  on  the  ground  of  general  l^slation, 
it  is  extremely  improper  hi  itself.  He  would  not 
deoy  that  there  might  be  an  interferenee  with  the 
Rxe«itiTe  aathority  of  the  United  States,  which 
it  would  be  proper  to  punish  by  law;  still  less 
was  he  dintosed  lo  deoy  that  men  who  should 
embark  in  loreun  agressions  agaiost  this  eouo- 
ttf ,  and  men  who  should  att«npt  to  subvert  the 
CttUtitatioB  by  foreigo  aid,  ought  to  be  luUe  to 
pnbhment ;  and  such,  he  was  fn*ty  confident, 
are  already  liable  to  punishment. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  let  us  examine  the  resolution. 
It  ianot  intended  in  the  least  to  cover  this  ground. 
It  proposes  only  to  provide  punishment  ^r  such 
posons  as  shall  attempt  to  check  the  negotiations 
of  the  Bzeeative.  Nothing  is  here  said  about  ag- 
gresnon;  butonly  to  provide  punishroait  for  such 
persons  as  shall  usurp  the  Executive  authority,  by 
commencing  or  carrying  on  any  correspond^ence 
with  any  foreign  Cktvemment,  relative  to  exist- 
ing controversies  or  disputes.  In  the  first  place, 
he  would  ask  how  gentlemen  could  call  "  carry- 
ing on  any  com^mndence^^  ao  act  of  usurpa- 
tion over  the  Executive  authority  7  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  said,  that  this  was 
as  much  ma  osorpation  of  Bxeentire  aathority,  as 
if  wooU  be  an  usurpation  of  the  Judicial  aathor- 
ity, for  a  setof  onaathorixed  persons  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  power  of  trying  causes.  Mr.  G. 
did  not  think  the  two  cases  analogous ;  but  he 
woold  state  a  case  with  respect  to  individual  pro- 
ceedings, in  his  opinion,  perfectly  simitar.  Sup- 
pose, said  he,  I  had  a  law-suit  with  an  individual, 
and  a  third  person,  uoBUtborized  by  me,  should 
write  a  letter  to  my  adversary,  with  a  view  of 
procuring  a  reconciliation  between  us:  this  would 
be  an  exactly  similar  case.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive how  a  man  who  has  not  power  of  attorney 
can  usurp  the  Executive  authtnity.  He  may  be 
goilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors;  he 
may  do  very  improper  acts ;  but  he  could  not 
nsarp  the  Executive  authority. 

Aoain,  the  reeolatioo  says,  that  any  person  ^o 
osorp  the  Bzcentive  authority,,  by  carrying 
oa  tmg  corrupondam  with  a  foreign  Gorom- 
meitt.  The  proposition  here  covers  far  too  moeh 
ground.  He  would  suppose  a  merchant,  or  own- 
er of  a  vessel,  whose  property  had  hem  plun- 
d«ed  by  the  vessels  of  a  foreign  Oovemment, 
were  to  enter  into  a  cnrrespondenee  with  that 
Qoverament  for  the  restoration  of  his  property. 
Would  gentlemen  wish  a  person  of  this  descrip- 
titm  to  M  ponisbed  ?  Certainly  not ;  and  yet  he 
would  certainly  come  within  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution.  He  would  go  farther,  and  suppose  an 
American  citizen,  who  shall  neither  be  a  mer- 
chant, or  the  owner  of  a  vessel,  should  apply  to 
any  breach  of  a  foreign  Government,  to  desire  an 
embsLfgo  might  be  taken  o^  or  some  old  debt  paid, 
fith  Cos.— 80 
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and  ask  whether  such  a  person  ought  to  be  pun- 
ished 1 

If  it  were  intended  to  cover  all  cases  of  this 
kind,  the  resolution  does  not  go  far  enough.  It 
only  embraces  cases  of  "  controversy  and  dispute." 
It  ought  to  extend  to  all  subjects  of  negotiation 
with  foreign  Powers,  as  an  interferenee  in  any, 
would  be  equally  an  usurpation  of  Executive  a)> 
thority ;  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
shall  enter  into  any  n^i;otiation  with  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  renew^ 
iog  that  part  of  our  treaty  with  them  which  will 
at  a  certain  period  expire,  would  sureljr  be  an 
goilty  as  one  who  should  correspond  with  the 
Government  (tf  France  on  the  subject  of  peace. 
Both  cases,  if  either,  are  eqnally  nsnrpationa  of 
Executive  aathority. 

Mr.  G.  thought]  therefore,  that  the  resdutioK, 
in  some  respects,  covered  too  much  ground;  in 
others,  too  little.  He  believed,  however,  that  the 
criminality  of  any  of  these  acts,  did  not  lie  in 
their  being  usurpations  of  the  Executive  authoF- 
ity.but  in  the  nature  of  the  crime  committed. 

There  is,  said  he,  another  difficulty  io  this  rea- 
olniion.  In  the  general  manner  in  which  it  ia 
brought  before  the  House,  it  is  quite  a  novel  sub* 
jeet  of  legislation.  All  nations  punish  citizens 
who  carry  on  correspondences  of  a  criminal  na- 
ture with  foreign  Governments.  Of  this  nature 
would  be  ao  invitation  of  a  foreign  Power  to  in- 
vade a  country.  Thus,  to  add  one  instance  more 
to  those  adduced  by  the  ^tleman  from  South 
Carolina,  he  would  mentioo  the  case  of  Switzer- 
land, where  the  armies  of  France  were  called  in 
by  certain  individuals  to  overrun  the  country. 
The  resolution  ought,  thereftm^  to  be  made  gen- 
eral, and  confined  to  cases  of  a  criminal  nature. 
He  did  not  know  that  any  nation  ever  passed  a 
law'topuni^  persons  for  holding  a  correspond- 
enee  with  foreign  Governments.  He  believed,  in 
certain  situations,  such  a  correspondence  would 
be  highly  improper.  In  our  situation,  for  instuioe, 
said  he,  it  would  be  extremely  improper  for  a 
member  of  this  House  to  enter  into  any  corres- 
pondence with  the  French  Republic,  because  this 
country  is  at  present  in  a  peculiar  situation ;  for 
though,  as  we  are  not  at  war  with  France,  an  of- 
fence of  this  kind  woold  not-be  high  treason,  yet 
it  would  be  as  criminal  an  act,  as  if  we  were  at 
war;  but,  as  he  had  already  stated,  the  natnmof 
the  correspondence  most  eonsti&ite  the  crime,  and 
not  the  act  of  corresponding.  Thua,  oar  Constitu- 
tion has  said,  to  adhere  to  the  enemiesof  the  United 
States,  and  to  afibrd  them  aid  and  comfort,  is  trea- 
son ;  hut  as  we  are-  not  at  war  with  France,  an 
act  of  this  kind  could  not  he  treason.  It  might, 
therefore,  be  declared,  that  though  a  crime  of  this 
kind  cannot  be  considered  as  treason,  it  should 
nevertheless  be  considered  as  a  high  crime.  Not 
that  he  was  convinced  it  was  proper  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject  at  all;  but,  if  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
upon  the  nature  of  the  crime. 

But  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  an  individ- 
ual, he  agreed  with  the  eentieman  from  Virginia 
that  if  a  man  of  his  own  accord,  out  of  a  pvre 
love  for  bis  coantry— om  of  a  sincere  desire  fer 
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petce,  or  out  of  his  haired  for  war— were  to  go 
orer  to  France,  to  use  bis,  endearors  to  prevail 
upon  the  Gorernment  not  to  undertake  the  sub- 
jugation of  our  country,  and  to  exert  his  endeav- 
ors, however  weak  they  might  be.  to  prevail  upon 
that  Government  to  put  an  end  to  their  depreda- 
tions upon  our  commerce ;  or  to  prevail  tipon  per- 
sons in  power  there  to  o^  such  terms  of  aecom- 
modation  to  oar  Gora>nm»t  as  he  is  persuaded 
would  be  accepted,  he  saw  nothing  either  crimi- 
nal or  irapropa-  in  such  a  conduct,  bat  ^e  eon* 
trary.  Wnetner  such  a  man  had  existed,  he  could 
not  at  present  sa^,  as  he  wanted  information  upon 
the  subject ;  but  if  there  had,  he  would  sajr,  he 
ihon^ht  there  was  nothing  in  his  conduct  either 
criminal  or  improper.  He  was  willing,  however, 
to  suspend  his  judgment  on  tlie  case  alluded  to, 
until  he  had  the  expected  information  before  him. 
With  respect  to  the  resolution,  if  it  was  properly 
modified,  oe  did  not  know  that  he  should  nave 
much  objection  to  it ;  but  he  could  by  no  means 
agree  to  it  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Dana  could  not  subscribe  to  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  reso- 
lution before  the  House  i»  either  inaccurately  or 
impronerly  expressed.  That  geotleman  did  not 
seem  liilly  to  understuid  the  import  of  the  words 
oied.  He  olnects  to  the  word  wurpatum,  though 
no  other  word  could  have  been  used  with  so  much 
IHTOpriety.  It  was  not  intended,  by  this  resolo- 
tioUj  to  provide  against  all  correspondence  with 
foreign  Governments^  but  against  such  only  as 
ought  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Executive ;  and 
when  an  individual  undertakes  to  correspond  in 
such  a  manner,  it  is  then,  and  then  only,  that  he 
usurps  the  Executive  authority.  The  word  is, 
therefore,  a  necessary  part  of  the  general  defini- 
tipn  of  the  resolution.  In  the  details  of  the  law, 
it  might  be  said  more  particularly  in  what  this 
usurpation  should  coastst ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  himself  cannot  deny,  that  all 
nsorpations  of  the  Executive  authority  ought  to 
be  punished,  and  this  is  all  that  is  propo^  by 
the  resolution.  The  gentleman  says,  a  corres- 
pondence ought  to  be  judged  of  by  its  natnre, 
which  alone  rendwed  it  criminal,  or  otherwise. 
This  opinion  every  one  must  subscribe  to.  And 
vhu  are  the  correspondences  most  likely  to  be 
criminal?  The  gentleman  objects  to  the  case 
which  has  been  alluded  to  being  criminal ;  yet  he 
allows  it  might  be  proper,  in  our  present  situation, 
to  punish  persons  who  should  correspond  with  the 
French  Government. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  bad  made  use  of  the 
words  afford  aid  and  comfort.'? 

Mr.  Dana  thought  the  gentleman  had  spoken 
as  he  had  stated.  At  aoy  rale,  said  he,  this  posi- 
tion is  true ;  and  this  unauthorized  correspond- 
ence most  have  led  to  an  opinion  in  the  French 
Government  that  they  had  numerous  friends  in 
this  eonntry ,  and  have  encouraged  them  in  their 
measures  aninst  us. 

Mr.  D.  thought  the  instance  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  alluded  to,  of  an  in- 
dividual writing  a  letter,»as  not  in  pmnt  He 
would  gin  him  one,  in  his  opinion,  mneh  more 
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so.  Where  two  hostile  armies  are  in  the  field, 
the  general  officer  who  suffers  his  troops  to  n^o* 
tiate  with  the  enemy,  would  not.  he  believed,  be 
considered  as  either  very  careful  or  skilfuL  But 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  supposed 
that  very  worthy  iodividuab  might  carry  on  a  cw- 
respondence  with  a  foreign  Government  so  as  to 
deserve  praise  instead  of  censure.  It  is  possible, 
indeed,  great  and  eminent  characters,  whose  in^ 
vidual  opinions  might  be  known  to  hare  great 
weight  in  this  country — that  of  Gen.  Wasbiikk 
TON,  for  instance — might  be  much  respected  in 
Europe;  but  any  great  and  respectable  character, 
who  regarded  the  honor  of  his  country,  who  fillad 
a  great  space  in  the  view  of  mankind,  would  nem 
go  abroad  in  an  obscure,  mean,  and  sly  manner, 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  own  Government, 
to  settle  differences  with  a  foreign  nation.  Could 
there  he  found,  indeed,  an  individual  without  any 
public  character,  or  reputation  for  public  services, 
who  would  be  willing  to  go  on  such  an  errand, 
every  man  of  sense  must  laueh  at  the  ridiculous 
vanity  of  such  a  man.  No  individual  of  America, 
no  individual  undistinguished  by  eminent  services, 
if  he  lud  the  ordinary  abilities  of  the  American 
chaiacter,  would  ever  nudntake  such  an  embas- 
sv ;  if  he  did,  he  would  certainlv  be  despisecl,fbr 
the  weakness  of  his  intellects  ana  his  inflated  van- 
ity ;  besides  being  consideredas  having  someother 
object  in  view,  and  as  making  this  a  mere  covet 
for  other  designs. 

Mr.  D.  would  not  disgrace  the  American  char- 
acter, by  supposing  that  ever  such  a  man  could  be 
found ;  such  a  one  would  merit  being  confined 
in  a  mad-house,  and  be  supposed  to  go  lorward  as 
agent  of  a  French  faction  in  this  country.  [If  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  does  not  like  this 
term  he  must  give  him  another;  it  expressed  his 
own  idea.J  And,  in  every  instance  oi  this  kind, 
the  person  thus  employed,  must  be  considered  as 
acting  in  direct  hostility  with  the  authority  of  oar 
Government,  and  against  the  general  character  of 
otir  country.  It  is  proclaiming  to  the  enemy  the 
division  of'^your  country.  It  is  a  crime  of  serions 
magnitude,  as  the  parson  thus  acting  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  agent  of  a  faction,  waiting  only  for 
an  opportunity  of  joining  the  enemies  of  their 
country.  He  did  not  believe  such  a  faction  has 
really  existence.  He  knew  there  had  been  re- 
ports to  this  effect  which  had  placed  a  man  high 
m  rank  in  this  Government,  at  its  head  ;  but  he 
could  not  believe,  in  his  place,  that  men  in  so  ex- 
alted a  situatioa  could  be  guilty  of  such  conduct} 
he  was  not  authorized  tolisten  to  any  such  sug- 
gestions, and  therefore  would  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes  the 
House  ou^ht  not  to  legislate  on  this  bubject,  until 
they  receive  information  from  the  President  rel- 
ative to  our  foreign  affairs ;  but  as  this  was  intend- 
ed as  a  general  provision,  unconnected  with  any 
particular  ease,  it  was  wholly  oimeeessary,  in  hu 
opinion,  to  wait  far  this  communication. 

Mr.  PiHCENET  said,  he  should  not  have  troubled 
the  House  on  this  occasion,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
doctrine  which  had  &llen  from  the  gentlemnft 
from  Tiiyinia,  (Mr.  Nicboub,)  whiw  he  coo- 
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aid^ed  as  extremely  dangerous  in  a  Republican 
GoTernment,  and  which  bad  a  tendency  to  sub- 
Tcrt  all  order  and  good  government  under  what- 
ever form  they  may  exist.  If  he  understood  the 
gealleman  rightly,  he  said,  "he  should  not  be 
ashamed  of  bis  haring  been  concerned  in  any  ne- 
tiation  which  has  lately  taken  place,  provided 
had,  by  that  means,  obtained  peace  for  this 
eoontrjr ;  and  that  he  believed  the  people  of  this 
country  would  be  satisfied  with  such  an  embassy, 
proTided  peace  was  the  resulL"  He  thought  this 
doctrine  subvenire  of  every  principle  of  Repub- 
Uean  Gorernment,  the  great  and  leading  doctrine 
of  which  ia,  that  the  tense  of  the  migority  shall 

£rem;  that  when  -this  sense  is  proelatmed  by 
B  proper  organs,  it  shall  be  absolute ;  that  no  one 
can  pretend  to  interfere  so  as  to  counteract  the 
proceedings  of  the  people  of  this  country  as  ex- 
pressed by  its  legal  organs.  This  doctrine,  said 
he,  cannot  be  controTcrted.  He  believed  the  gen- 
tleman's good  intentions  for  the  peace  of  his  coun- 
try, had  misled  his  better  judgmeot.  Peace  is 
desirable,  is  most  welcome  to  every  country,  and 
highly  essential  to  its  welfare.  This  wish  of  the 
gentleman  for  peace  may  have  induced  his  better 
judgment  to  have  brought  forward  a  seotiment 
more  prejudicial  than  the  bitterest  war. 

Upon  what  principle  is  it,  said  he,  that  an  mdi- 
Tidoal  should  interfere  in  the  general  management 
of  the  a&irs  of  his  country,  even  to  procure  peace 
to  it?  It  must  be  upon  the  ground,  that  bis  pri- 
vate sentimrats  ought  to  prevail  over  the  lenl 
Goremment  of  his  country ;  and  it  would  not  oe 
confined  to  the  idea  of  giving  peace  to  the  coun- 
try;  because,  if  it  was- the  opinion  of  this  individ- 
DU,  or  of  any  party,  that  the  country  ought  to  go 
to  war,  the  same  reasoning  would  bold  good ;  since 
it  will  be  thought  more  beneficial,  at  some  times, 
to  enter  into  war,  than  to  remain  at  peace.  Times 
may  come — they  have  come  in  all  countries — 
when  it  will  be  more  essential  to  engage  in  a 
war,  under  all  its  disadvaatages,  than  remain  at 
peace. 

Mr.  P.  knew  of  no  case,  no  situation,  in  which  it 
eonid  be  lawful  or  right  for  an  individual  to  inter- 
fere with  a  foreign  (Mvernment  at  the  time  when 
any  negotiation  is  going  forward  by  legal  author- 
itT>  Such  an  interference  can  have  but  a  bad 
c&ct ;  it  may  have  very  bad  effects.  It  shows,  at 
least,  that  there  is  a  party  in  the  country  divided 
fiom  the  GoTonment,  wno  take  upon  themselves 
a  aeparate  aqfotiation,  and  set  up  a  distinct  power, 
which  they  wish  to  be  paramount  to  the  legal 
authority. 

He  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia 
had  formed  a  correct  idea  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
American  people,  when  he  said,  he  believed,  on 
his  return  from  an  unauthorized  embassy,  of  the 
kind  alhided  to,  he  should  have  received  their 
thanks  for  having  given  peace  to  the  country. 
Under  the  present  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
ffentleman  calculated  illy  ;  as  his  calculation  was 
iMinded  on  an  idea  of  the  pusillaQimity  of  the 

Ctiple;  that  they  are  afraid  of  war,  and  glad  to 
ve  peace  imon  any  terms,  or  by  whatever  means. 
He  did  not  tnink  that  this  is  the  sentiment  of  the 
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American  people.  They  love  peace,  and  would 
go  as  far  as  any  people  to  preserve  it ;  but  he  be- 
lieved, when  they  have  exhausted  every  means  of 
conciliation  in  vain ;  when  these  conciliatory 
measures  have  produced  nothing  but  new  a^^res- 
sion,  and  no  prospect  of  an  honorable  adjustment 
of  differences  remains,  in  such  circumstances,  he 
believed  they  would  choose  war  rather  than  peace, 
as  more  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  and  its  fu- 
ture lasting  peace. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  himself 
agreed  that  it  would  be  wrong  for  any  party  to 
hold  correspondence  with  France  under  our  pres- 
ent circumstaoeea ;  but  that  gentleman  draws  a 
distinction  between  a  party  and  an  individual, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  as  he  could  not  con- 
ceive why  an  individual  was  not  equally  justified 
with  a  party  in  holding  any  such  correspondence. 
If  it  was  a  usurpation,  it  matters  not  whether  it 
be  by  an  individual  or  a  party — both  are  alike 
criminal.  A  party  might  be  more  dangerous ;  but 
an  individual  is  equally  criminal. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  made 
several  objections  to  the  motion,  on  tbe  ground  of 
its  interfering  with  individual  negotiations  about 
their  own  private  concerns.  These  had  been  ful- 
ly answered  bjr  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
by  saying  that  this  resolution  has  no  reference  to 
any  other  negotiations  but  those  of  peace  or  war 
between  a  foreigo  nation  and  the  United  States. 
He  might  add,  that  it  is  merely  an  instruetioitfor 
a  committee  to  report  a  bill;  and  if  any  fear  ex- 
isted with  respect  to  an  interference  with  private 
matters,  when  the  bill  came  in,  this  could  be  ea- 
sily guarded  against.  He  hoped,  tborefore,  the 
measure  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harper  observed  that,  not  having  been 
present  when  this  resolution  was  called,  up,  he  did 
not  hear  a  declaration  said  to  have  been  made  by 
the  mover  of  it,  viz :  "  that,  in  bringing  it  for- 
ward, he  had  no  reference  to  a  particular  and  re- 
cent case."  If  this  declaration  was  made,  he 
could  have  no  doubt  of  its  truth ;  but,  for  his  own 
part,  he  deemed  proper  to  declare  that,  in  giving 
his  vote  in  favor  of  toe  resolution,  he  did  refer  to 
that  particular  case.  It  was  from  particular  cases, 
he  said,  that  general  L^islative  measures  almost 
always  originated  ;  and  this  was  necessarily  the 
case;  because,  in  general,  It  was  imposaiNe  to 
foresee  the  necessity  of  preventing  an  evil,  or  pnii- 
ishioK  an  offence,  until  some  instance  of  tbe  evil 
or  oSence  had  occurnAl.  The  writers  on  English 
law  had  informed  us  that  from  the  oppression  of 
an  obscure  individual,  in  that  country,  arose  the 
celebrated  habeas  corpus  act;  and  similar  instances 
were  numerous  in  the  legislation  of  our  own  and 
every  other  country.  Human  foresight,  said  he, 
does  not  suffice  to  discern,  beforehand,  all  the  mul- 
tiplied-forms  which  crime  can  assume,  and  hence 
tbe  necessity  of  waiting  until  it  appears,  before  it 
can  be  struck  down.  It  is  thus,  and  thus  only, 
that  general  laws  have  reference  to  the  particuuir 
cases  which  have  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
enacting  them.  Those  particular  cases  cannot, 
everylMMy  knows,  be  included  in  the  punishmeDts 
provided  by  the  aubaequent  laws ;  for  that  would 
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be  to  give  them  a  retrospective  operatira,  and  to 
puaisn  acts  whieb,  howerer  improper  in  their  na- 
ture or  dangerous  in  their  tendency,  were  not, 
when  comoiitted,  eontnuy  to  anr  law.  The  law, 
therefore,  baring  reference  to  them,  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity and  extent  of  its  penalties,  inorides  against 
their  future  perpetration. 

It  was  in  this  view,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had 
reference,  in  the  present  instance,  to  a  recent  case. 
The  case,  he  beliered,  had  happened.  He  knew 
of  it  as  soon  as  it  did  happen,  and  then  declared 
his  opiotoo  about  it ;  and  what  he  (hen  said,  re- 
specting the  nature  and  objects  of  the  transaction, 
had  been  since  eoofirmed  oj  the  public  prints  of 
the  country  to  which  the  agent  in  question  was 
sent,  by  the  c^iai  gazettes  of  the  GoTemment  to 
which  he  was  addrmed.  He  had  cmisidered  this 
indiTidnal,  from  the  moment  of  bis  embarkation, 
as  an  agent  employed  and  senT  by  a  party  in  this 
country.  This  o^mion  he  had  formed  Rom  the 
transaction  itself;  from  the  known  connexions  of 
that  individual,  and  from  the  eircutnstances  under 
which  be  went. 

As  to  the  transaction  itself,  could  it  be  con- 
ceived that  any  person  conld  be  so  silly,  so  vain, 
so  totally  void  of  common  sense,  as  to  undertake, 
on  bis  own  account,  of  his  own  mere  notion, 
a  mission  of  this  kind  7  Could  it  be  imagined 
that  an  obscure  individual,  not  known  in  the  coua- 
tnr,  whose  name  was  never  heard  at  the  distance 
or  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia  till  this  affair 
broQ^t  It  into  tome  notice,  having  no  preteoHions 
to  speak  the  sentiments  or  answer  for  tne  conduct 
<rf  any  man  or  description  of  men ;  could  it  be 
conceived  that  an  individual  of  this  description, 
and  thus  circumstanced,  should  have  supposed 
himself  aUe,  standing  merely  on  his  own  ground, 
and  speaking  from  himself  alone,  to  effect  a  change 
in  the  political  system  of  a  great  Government, 
and  arrest  the  course  of  plans  wbich  had  been 
steadily  pursued  for  five  years  together,  and  which 
no  remonstrance  of  our  Miaisters,  no  exertion  of 
our  force,  nor  of  the  combined  force  of  Europe, 
had  been  able  hitherto  to  stop?  He  could  not 
conceive  it  to  be  possible. 

This  persoD,indeed,  as  he  had  heed  told.  decUred 
that  he  undertook  the  mission  of  his  own  accord ; 
that  nobody  knew  of  his  design,  nor  even  of  his 
departure,  till  a  day  or  two  before  it  happened ; 
that  even  this  knowledge  of  his  intended  depart- 
ure was  communicated  to  bat  three  persons,  one 
of  whom  holds  a  high  offi^  in  the  GoTemment 
of  the  United  States,  anodier  filk  a  distinguished 
post  under  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
third  was  formerly  Consul  Qnieral  from  the 
French  Republic;  and  that,  from  these  three  per- 
sons, or  any  others,  he  received  no  advice  or  in- 
strnctions  relative  to  his  enterprise,  the  object*  of 
which  he  did  not  make  known  to  them,  oOr  any 
introductioQs,  recommendations,  or  credentials  of 
any  kind,  except  merely  a  certificate  that  he  was 
an  American  citizen,  and  bad  been  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  But  I  would  ask, 
whether  this  story  is  credible?  For  my  own  part 
I  eonfess  that  I  do  not  believe  one  word  of  it. 
What  t  would  these  two  circumstances,  to  be  an 
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American  citizoi  and  a  member  of  a  State  Legis- 
lature, entitle  a  man  to  the  notice,  the  confidence, 
of  the  French  Government^  and  rive  him  the 
weight  necessary  for  transacting  witn  it  the  s&ira 
for  which  he  professes  to  have  ^ne?  Did  these 
two  circumstances  obtain  for  him  a  favorable  re- 
ception from  the  French  Directory ;  an  audience^ 
which  was  refused  to  the  public  Ministers  of  thta 
country;  a  dinner  with  Merlin,  suppers  with 
Treilbard.  frequent  eonf^ences  with  Lepeaux, 
and  with' Talleyrand?  Was  all  this  attendoa 
bestowed  on  bim  by  the  Government  which  is 
making  war  against  this  country,  which  trample* 
on  its  rights,  has  spumed  its  remonstrances,  and 
professed  a  design  to  bend  it  to  submission  by 
means  of  a  domestic  fitetion,  and  bestowed  merely 
because  be  was  certified  to  be  an  American  citi- 
zen and  a  member  of  the  Leeislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania? Can  this  individuu  himself  have  had 
the  incredible  nonsense  to  imagine,  that  with  Ruch 
credentials,  he  should  obtain  an  audience,  and  be 
able  to  change  the  policy  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, from  a  system  of  rapine  and  domination, 
from  a  thirst  for  the  subversion  of  all  regular 
Governments,  to  a  spirit  of  mildness,  justice,  and 
good  faith  ?  No.  sir.  To  me  it  is  incredible,  nor 
can  1  ever  be  lea  to  believe  it  till  I  am  forced  to 
adopt  a  lower  opinion  of  human  intellect  than 
even  the  conduct  of  this  person  has  yet  been  able 
to  inspire. 

He  knew.  Mr.  H.  continued,  that  some  instances 
had  been  spoken  of,  in  which  religious  fanatics 
had  gone  great  lengdis  in  afiairs  of  this  kind. 
One  or  two  persons  of  (his  description,  he  had 
beard,  did  once  go  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
and  the  French  Convention,  to  exhort  them  to 
make  peace.  Another,  as  he  understood,  had,  in 
the  time  of  the  late  war,  gone  into  New  York, 
while  in  the  possession  of  the  British  forces,  to 
exhort  the  British  Commander  to  abstain  from  the 
further  effusion  of  human  blood.  But  these  acts, 
if  they  realty  took  place,  were  founded  wholly  on 
a  religious  tenet  peculiar  to  a  particular  sect,  and 
wholly  unconnected  with  politics  or  Government 
In  the  transaction  under  consideration,  nothing  of 
that  kind  could  be  pretended.  It  was  wholly  of  a 
political  miture,  and  arose  wholly  from  political 
considerations.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  plain  and  direct 
interference  with  the  powers  or  Government.  He. 
therefore,  not  only  presumed  that  this  case  had 
occurred,  but  that  it  had  occurred  by  contrivance 
and  desi^ ;  that-  an  Envoy  bad  not  only  gon^ 
but  gone  in  the  name,  and  with  the  credentials,  m 
other  persons  ;  of  persons  possessing  weight,  name, 
and  influence,  in  the  country;  persons  whom  the 
Directory  might  consider  as  authorized  to  speak, 
and  actually  speaking,  the  sentiments  of  a  power- 
ful party  here;  that  party  which  it  believes  to 
exist,  on  whose  aid  it  relies,  and  whom  it  would 
consider  as  the  real  author  of  the  mission.  And 
his  mind  was  the  more  alarmed  at  this  event,  as 
he  considered  it  in  connexion  with  the  general 
system  of  France,  the  political  state  of  the  world 
at  this  time,  and  the  avowed  plans  of  that  country 
respecting  this.  The  French  Government,  every 
body  kiww,  had  long  since  proclaimed,  and  had- 
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constantly  followed  up  its  proclamations  by  ac- 
tions, that  whenever  it  should  find,  in  any  coun- 
try, a  party  disposed  to  subyeri  the  established 
-GoTemment,  it  would  support  that  party.  The 
policy  of  this  system  was  obvions;  for  that  party, 
■eoming  into  power  by  the  aid  of  France  and  de- 
pendiog  on  her  fat  the  snpport  of  their  authority, 
will  geaeruUy  be  inbserrieDt  to  her  riews,  and 
willing  te  place  the  adbirs  of  the  country  under 
her  control.  With  respect  to  this  eouDtry,  the 
French  Qovemment'  had  told  us  plainly,  and  in 
.so  many  words,  that  such  a  party  did  exist  amone 
Qs;  that  they  relied  on  this  party;  that  we,  indee<^ 
mi^bt  be  good  natured  and  credulous  enough  to 
beliere  the  persons  composing  this  party,  when 
they  denied  having  anv  connexion  with  France, 
•or  acting  under  her  inmience,  but  that  they  had 
better  proofs  than  the  words  of  these  persons,  they 
had  their  actions ;  and  that,  althougn  this  party 
■could  not  direct  the  QoTernmeni,  it  could  so  em- 
barrass  and  fetter  it  as  to  disable  it  from  moving 
hand  or  foot  against  France.  Under  these  cir- 
cnmatiittces,  while  France  entertains,  and  acts 
upon,  this  belief^  an  Envoy  goes  thither  from  this 
■cooatry,  and  goes— as  Mr.  II.  said  seemed  evident 
to  him  from  the  reasons  which  he  had  stated — 
with  credentials  from,  and  in  the  name  of,  certain 
persons  here,  who  exercise  the  right  of  speabing 
the  sentiments  of  this  party,  and  acting  in  its  be- 
half. What  must  be  the  objects  of  such  a  mis- 
sion? What  most  be  the  language  which  the 
Envoy,  supposing  him  or  those  who  sent  him  to 
possess  some  small  portion  of  common  sense,  must 
nave  employed  to  the  French  Government,  in 
•order  to  attain  those  objects? 

1  know,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  has  tola  us  that  the  ob- 
ject of  this  person  in  going  to  France  was  to 
obmin  peace  tor  his  country :  and  this  object,  the 
.centJeman  from  Virginia  says,  is  so  laudable,  that 
the  person  in  ^uesticm,  instead  of  censure  for  this 
interference  with  the  a&irs  of  the  Government, 
deserree,  and  no  doubt  will  receive,  the  applause 
of  every  sineere  fHend  to  his  country,  every  sin- 
<«re  lover  of  peace.  That  ^ntleman  affirms  that 
every  person  nas  a  right  to  take  such  a  step,  has  a 
^ht  to  go,  of  his  own  authority,  and  attempt  to 
tnake  peace  with  a  foreign  natioiL  if  he  conceives 
himsaf  to  possess  the  means  of  accomplishing 
the  object.  It  may^  he  admits,  be  a  proof  of  great 
f<^y  and  presumption  in  an  individual  to  believe 
himself  possessed  of  those  means ;  but  if  be  really 
-entertains  the  belief,  he  oo^ht  to  exert  them :  and 
the  geotteman  from  Virginia  has  declared,  that 
eoold  he  believe  himself  able  to  succeed  in  such 
.an  enterprise,  he  would  undertake  it  and  glory  in 
it.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Pinckhet)  has  shown, 
most  undeniably,  that  this  principl^  once  admit- 
ted, mtttt  go  to  the  otter  subversion  of  Qovern- 
ment — the  principle  being,  that  whenever  an 
individual,  or,  by  stronger  reason,  a  number  of 
tadividtuiu,  eoneeive  themsrives  wiser  than  the 
<€loTerDment,  more  able  to  discern,  or  more  will- 
ing to  ptusne,  the  true  interests  of  the  country, 
4hey  nuy  assume  its  functions,  counteract  it 
view8  and  Interfere  in  itt  most  important  opera- 


tioDs.  Why,  asked  Mr.  H.,  may  they  interfere  to 
make  peace?  Because  they  judge  peace  desira- 
ble. But  they  may  also  jud^e  war  desirable,  and 
upon  precisely  the  same  pnociple,  they  may,  in 
that  case,  interfae  to  make  war.  When,  under 
pretence  of  making  peace,  they  have  assumed  a 
public  character,  ana  by  themselves  or  their  En- 
voys, addressed  themselves  directly  and  oi>raly.  to 
a  foreign  Government,  they  may  treat  with  tnat 
Qovmiment  about  any  other  matter,  and  alt  other 
matters.  Under  this  pretence,  if  this  principle  be 
once  established,  any  discontented  faction,  under 
the  name  of  a  club,  a  patriotic  society,  a  revolu- 
tion society,  a  whig  club,  or  any  other  name,  may 
usurp  the  most  essential  functions  of  Govertiment 
in  their  own  country,  negotiate,  on  all  sorts  of 
subjects  with  the  Governments  of  other  countries, 
and  open  a  direct  and  broad  road  for  the  entrance 
of  that  foreign  inflnence  which,  with  equal  truth 
and  force,  has  been  characterized  as  "  the  Angel 
of  Destruction  to  Repoblieao  Governments." 

Leaving  this  principle,  therefore.continuedMr. 
H.,  where  my  colleague  has  placed  it,  exposed  to 
view  in  all  its  nakedness  and  deformity,  as  visiUe 
as  the  pillar  to  which  I  point,  I  will  proceed  to  re- 
mark on  the  connexion  between  this  misrion  and 
the  system  and  views  of  France  towuds  this 
country ;  and  I  will  repeat  the  question,  what,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  must  have  been  the  objeot 
of  this  mission^  and  what  considerations  must  the 
Envoy,  supposing  him  or  his  employers  to  possess 
common  sense,  have  urged  to  the  Directory  in  my 
der  to  attain  that  object  ? 

Could  this  mission^  he  would  ask,  have  arisen 
ftam  a  conviction  in  its  authors  that  the  conduct 
of  France  towards  this  country  was  unjust  or  injtH 
rious,  and  ought,  on  that  account,  to  be  altered  1 
No ;  for  in  that  case  the  zeal  which  gave  rise  to  the 
mission,  would  have  been  sooner  awakened,  and 
the  mission  itself  would  have  taken  place  as  soon 
as  that  conduct  had  been  reduced  toa  regularsy^ 
tem,  and  adhered  to  for  a  time.  Was  it  the  object 
of  the  mission  to  rescue  the  violated  rights  of  this 
country  from  further  outrage  ?  No ;  for  it  was 
notorious  that  the  acts  whereby  this  violation  had  - 
been  effected,  so  far  from  rousing  the  indignation 
of  these  persons,  or  giving  rise  to  an  embassy  from 
them,  had  been  excused,  and  even  justified.  What, 
then,  was  the  object?  The  answer,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  to  be  found  in  the  time  when  the  mission  was 
sent.  France  had  pursu^,  for  a  long  time,  a  sys- 
tem of  hostititv  and  aggression  towards  this  coun- 
try. During  tnis  whole  time,  the  zeal  which  gave 
rise  to  this  mission  had  slept.  France  had  not 
only  refused  reparation  for  the  past  and  forbear- 
ance in  future,  but  had  spumed  at  our  remon- 
strances, slapt  tne  door  in  the  faces  of  our  Minis- 
ten  of  peace,  and  finally  demanded  tribute  as 
the  price  of  audience.  Still  this  zeal  slept 
At  length  the  ^rit  of  the  emiitry,  roused  fay  these 
repeated  injuries  and  insults,  comes  in  aid  of  the 
Gkivemment',  measures  of  preparation  and  resist- 
ance are  adopted,  and  a  universal  indigoatioa 
faurstfortbagainstPraneeaodheradherents.  Then 
^8  sleeping  zeal  was  awakened— by  wliat  ?  By 
the  dread  lest  thos,  ptiblic  ^rit  warn  ittdignation 
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should  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  QovernmeDt' 
and  aim  the  nation  against  France,  aod  strip  off 
all  popularity  and  power  from  the  iodividuaU  who 
were  deroted  to  ner  interests,  and  expected  to 
fioarish  under  her  patronage.  How  was  this  evil 
to  be  averted  ?  By  persiuding  France  to  tread 
hack  some  of  her  offensire  steps ;  to  assume  a  line 
of  conduct  something  less  coura^ous ;  to  hold 
out  some  appearances  of  a  conciliatory  spirit ;  in 
short,  to  change  her  system  of  menace  aod  blus- 
teriog,  for  an  iasidious  system,  whereby  our  re- 
sentments might  be  disarmed,  and  our  spirit  of 
resistance  lulled  asleep.  How  was  France  to  be 
thus  persuaded  1  By  a '  mission,  which,  going 
under  the  sanction  and  with  the  credentials  of  her 

Srtisans  here,  might  obtain  the  confidence  of  her 
iTemment.  The  mission,  therefore,  was  sent. 
This,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  took  to  be  a  true  history 
of  this  transaction  as  to  its  motires  and  objects. 
What,  he  would  now  a^  must  have  been  the  ar- 
guments urged  to  the  Directory  in  order  to  insure 
Its  success? 

Cooid  any  reliance  have  been  placed  by  tbe  au- 
thors of  this  miiision  on  an  appeal  to  tbe  justice 
of  France  7  Certainly  not,  unless  they  were  down- 
right blockheadti.  And'that,  although  he  had  ne- 
ver thought  highly  of  the  understanding  of  the 
person  wEom  he  supposed  to  have  been  the  prime 
mover  in  this  afiair,  yet  he  could  not  estimate  it 
so  very  low  as  to  imagine  him  capable  of  talking 
seriouslv  about  justice  to  a  (Government  which 
had  told  us  plainly  "that  it  cared  nothing  about 
the  justice  of  our  complaints  or  our  claims ;  that 
we  might,  indeed,  have  just  cause  of  complaint, 
but  the  question  was  not  about  justice  or  injustice, 
but  whether  we  were  pretared  to  submit  on  tbe 
coudiiioDs  prescribed."  To  a  Government  hold- 
ing openly  this  language,  it  would  have  been  the 
last  stage  of  folly  to  talK  about  justice,  with  auy 
serious  expectation  of  being  listened  to.  The  ap- 
peal, therefore,  must,  he  conceived,  have  been  to 
the  policy,  the  interests,  of  the  Directory.  And  in 
what  language  would  this  appeal  be  inade  t  By 
what  topics  would  it  be  enforced  ?  He  imagined 
by  such  as  these :  "  You  have,  it  is  true,  a  party 
ia  America^  and  a  strong  one ;  but  not  so  strong  a 
oue  as  you  imagine  ;  and  much  of  the  force  which 
it  does  possess  depends  on  public  opinion,  and  the 
adherence  of  persons  not  fully  apprized  of  its 
views.  Of  this  force  you  are  about  to  strip  it  by 
the  intemperate  violence  of  your  late  conduct. 
You  orersnoot  the  mark,  and  rouse  the  public 
indignation  against  yourselves  and  your  friends, 
whose  popularity  and  influence  you  wholly  de- 
stroy, thereby  breaking  their  strength,  aod  thereby 
disabling  them  from  tendering  yon  any  service 
in  fmnre.  Therdbre  slacken  your  hand  a  little. 
Assume  a  language  somewhat  more  eomphiisaht, 
m  behaviour  somewhat  less  offensive.  Hold  out 
some  appearance  of  an  amiable  and  conciliatory 
spirit.  You  need  not  reprad  your  decrees  against 
our  commerce,  but  abate  a  little,  and  for  a  time, 
from  the  rigor  of  their  execution.  Talk  about  call- 
ing in  privateers ;  release  a  few  seamen  and  a  ship 
or,  two  now  and  then.  This  will  assuage  the  re- 
sentment of  the  people^  tmnerve  the  arm  of  the 
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Qorernmait.  and  leave  yon  at  leunre  to  prepare 
your  plans  for  execution  at  a  more  fiivorable  mo- 
ment, lo  the  meantime,  we,  your  friends,  shall 
regain  our  influence,  or,  at  least,  preserve  what 
we  have  left,  and  may  renderyou  good  service  in 
future.  After  your  war  with  England  is  at  an  end, 
we  may,  perhaps,  show  you  tbe  way  into  America, 
as  well  as  Citizen  Ocks  and  his  friends  showed 
you  the  way  into  Switzerland,  as  soon  as  you  got 
the  Emperor  off  your  hands.  On  the  contrary, 
should  you  push  matters  to  extremities  now,  when 
the  natioaat  spirit  is  roused  and  high,  a  war  must 
he  the  consequence,  and  that  will  ovowhelm  you 
and  us,  as  far  as  respects  your  iniuence  in  Am^ 
rica,  in  one  common  ruin." 

This,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  supposed  must  have  been, 
and  he  verily  believed  was,  the  language  which  the  • 
person  em^oyed  in  this  mission  was  intrusted  to 
hold,  and  did  hold,  in  secret,  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. His  more  ostensiue  communications,  if 
he  tuade  any,  as  was  said  to  be  the  case^  might 
have  beeu,  and  probably  were,  more  caufious  in 
their  expressions,  and  more  guarded  in  their  sense; 
but  it  was  on  these  considerations,  and  these  alone, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  any  reliance  was  placed  by 
the  authors  of  the  mission.  These,  he  had  no 
doubt,  were  (be  substantial  parts  of  the  negotia- 
tion. The  rest  was  mere  talk  and  ceremony — the 
cover  thrown  over  the  real  design.  To  have  held 
other  language,  under  such  circumstances,  would, 
in  his  apprehension,  have  betrayed  a  degree  of  in- 
capacity, of  ignorance,  and  of  childish  simplicity, 
of  which  he  could  not  suspect  the  contriver  oi 
this  mission,  nor  even  tbe  agent  employed  in  it. 

I  am  very  sensible,  sir,  continued  Mr.  H.,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nicholas,) 
may  again  tell  me,  as  he  did  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  in  reasoning  thus  I  set  up  my  own  under* 
standing  as  a  measure  for  those  of  other  men,  and 
find  everybody  guilty  of  ignorance  or  folly  who 
differs  from  myself  in  ojpmion.  But  there  are 
some  propositions  on  which,  such  is  Uieir  fulness 
of  evidence,  it  is  impossible  for  the  mind  to  doubt, 
and  in  which  we  must  suppose  all  men  of  common 
sense  to  agree ;  in  the  same  manner  as  every  man 
who  has  eyesight  must  agree  that  the  sun  now 
shines ;  and  should  any  one  deny  it,  whatever  re- 
spect we  might  have  for  bisdiscernment  on  other 
occasions,  we  must  suppose  him  to  be  blind  upon 
this. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  ready  to  admit,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,) 
»at  the  embassy  in  question  had  produced  no 
effect  Of  this  he  was  well  assured,  for  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  a  very  weak  project,  not  calculated 
to  produce  any  effect  whatever.  The  small  ap- 
parent changes,  in  a  few  trifling  particulars,  which 
are  said  to  have  taken  place,  he  bad  no  doubt 
were  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  the  representations  of 
this  Envoy,  but  to  the  vigorous  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment, the  firmness  of  the  Executive,  and  the 
spirit  dismayed  by  the  country  at  large.  It  was 
not  the  efiect  of  the  mission,  but  its  principles,  its 
nature,  and  its  tendency,  at  which  he  was  alarmed. 
He  wished  to  nip  this  most  dangerous  practice  in 
the  bud,  to  cut  up,  by  times,  this  plant  of  usurpa^- 
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doB,  Thich,  if  suffered  to  take  root  and  flourish, 
mast  soon  destroy  the  QoverDment  by  its  poison- 
ous shade.  This  was  to  be  effected,  not  by  puo- 
ishing  this  individual,  which  be  believed  could 
not  w  done,  for  he  knew  of  no  law  wherein  the 
case  was  included,  but  by  making  a  law  to  pre- 
Tent  such  miscbieroos  practices  in  future.  And 
when  we  know,  said  ne,  that  other  countries 
bare  been  ruined  by  this  very  engine  of  a  factious 
intnconuse  between  their  turbulent  citizens  and 
the  French  GoTernment;  when  we  know  that  that 
Government  openly  avows  its  deiermination  to 
encourage  »ach  intercourse,  to  protect  all  factions, 
all  malccwtentsj  all  insurgents,  in  all  countries; 
when  we  know,  in  &uej  thai  this  intercourse  and 
ha  cmseqaait  fnrotection  of  domestic  factions, 
are  the  great  engines  of  her  foreign  policy,  and 
the  w^mos  wherewith  she  hai  already  prostra- 
ted so  many  wretched  countries;  when  we  know 
all  this,  shall  we  not  oppose  an  effectual  barrier 
against  thb  tervble  plaguel  shall  we  not  pass  a 
law  to  prevent  individuals  from  thus  transferring 
to  themselves,  by  their  own  authority,  the  powers 
€i  the  Government,  which  they  may  aftowards 
use  for  placing  the  country  under  foreign  domin- 
ion? I  hope,  of  r.  Speaker,  that  we  shaU  pass  this 
necessary  law,  that  we  shall  courageously  meet 
this  new  and  formidable  danger.  To  do  so^  I 
know,  will  be  contrary  to  the  new  code  of  the 
rights  of  man,  according  to  which  an  handful  of 
individuals,  twenty,  fifty,  or  one  hundred,  may 
assemble,  call  themselves  "the  people,"  and  as- 
sume, at  once,  all  the  powers  of  Oovemment.  It 
will,  I  know,  be  sinning  against  the  new  light. 
Bol  in  this  new  light  I  am  not  a  believer.  I  ^till 
think  that  the  majority  of  the  people,  by  their 
gepfeaentativcs  and  agents  legally  appointed,  ought 
to  rule,  and  that  all  interference  with  their  fuoc- 
tioBSL  or  nsnrpatioos  of  their  authority,  by  self- 
appointed  individuals,  or  self-constituted  bodies, 
are  dangerous  encroachroentSj  which  ought  to  be 
resnained  and  punished.  This,  I  am  sensible,  is 
an  old-foshioned  doctrine ;  but  the  experience  had 
under  the  new  system  does  not  seetn  to  me  to 
speak  much  in  its  favor,  and  1  therefore  wish  to 
adhere,  closely  and  steadfastly,  to  the  old  plan. 

Althoogb,  therefore,  Mr.  H.  said,  be  was  ready 
to  acknowledge  this  embassy  to  have  been,  in 
itself,  a  verysQly  afl&ir,yet  he  believed  that  if  the 
pnctice  were  once  permitted,and  thus  the  principle 
established,  it  would  speedily  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent, and  must  lead  to  the  total  subversion  of  the 
Qovemment.  The  eflfeets  of  such  a  principle,  re- 
duced to  nraetice,  had  already,  he  said,  made  tbem- 
advea  sameienily  manifest  in  several  nations  of 
Borope  to  the  catalogue  of  which,  presented  by 
his  ecdfoagne,  the  gentleman  from  Peansylvania 
Ind  with  great  propriety  added  Switzerland. 
And  by  whom  were  the  inhabitants  of  that  beau- 
tiful and  happy  couotry  delivered  up  to  pillage, 
alaoghter,  and  a  foreign  yoke?  By  whom  but  her 
own  profligate  sons,  who,  stimulated  by  a  bound- 
less and  unprincipled  ambition,  chose,  rather  than 
not  rule,  to  rule  over  a  country  plundered  and 
ruined,  and  to  hold  a  precarious  power  as  the 
■uaeraue  vicegerents  of  a  foreign  despotism  I  Are 


there  no  persons  of  this  description  among  ua? 
none  who,  for  the  sake  of  authority,  would  con- 
sent to  obtain  it  by  foreign  aid,  and  hold  it  by  a 
foreign  tenure?  I  hope  in  Qod  that  there  are 
nonej  but  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should 
be  happier  in  this  respect  than  the  Swiss.  Surdj 
we  have  not  less  reason  to  be  discontented  than 
they  bad.  But  this  spirit,  a  spirit  of  usurpation, 
of  assumed  power,  ana  of  revolt,  out  of  which  this 
particular  case  has  grown,  is  not  confined  to  this 
or  that  country,  nor  to  this  or  that  form  of  Qov- 
ernment.  It  exists  more  or  less  in  all  countries 
and  under  all  Governments,  however  just  and 
mild;  for  in  all  -countries  are  there  to  be  found 
restless,  discontented,  turbulent  individuals,  unsat- 
isfied with  the  portiMi  of  power  which  they  po»- 
sess,  or  can,  by  regular  means,  obtain,  and  there' 
fore  disposed,  according  to  oi^Kntanities  and  cir- 
cumstance^ to  use  irregular  means  for  the  attain* 
ment  of  more.  This  spirit^  thus  Xiniversal,  has 
committed  dreadful  ravages  in  all  those  countries 
where  it  has  not  been  vigorously  resisted  and 
closely  restrained.  It  is  therefore  our  wisdom  to 
meet  it  on  the  threshold,  and  oppose  to  it  a  timely 
and  a  vigorous  resistance^  lest  it  destroy  us  also. 
"  Obeta  princijnui'^  is  a  wise  maxim  in  all  circum- 
stances of  human  afiairs,  especially  in  the  affiiirs 
of  Government.  When  a  cancer  nas  shot  deep 
its  roots,  it  cannot  be  torn  out  without  destroying 
the  vital  parts.  A  timely  use  of  the  knife,  or  the 
caustic,  might  have  destroyed  it  in  the  beginning 
without  danger  or  inconvenience.  This  cancer 
in  the  body  politic  has  but  just  made  its  appear^ 
anee.  lu  roots  are  yet  short  and  feeUe.  The 

Froposed  law  is  the  caustic  and  the  knife,  which 
hope  to  see  applied  with  a  firm  and  steady  hud 
ere  the  evil  spread  and  grow  more  inveterate. 
Otherwise  it  certainly  will  spread,  and  destroy  the 
body  politic,  perhaps  in  less  time  than  any  one 
now  apprehends. 

The  House  indeed  had  been  told,  Mr.  H.  said, 
that  they  ought  to  reject  the  proposed  resolution, 
because  of  some  defects  in  its  form  of  expression, 
which,  however,  would  be  found  in  no  aegree  to 
affect  the  principle  whereon  the  resolution  was 
founded.  Objections  of  this  kind  are  never  proper 
except  to  a  bill  on  its  third  reading,  when,  bemg 
no  longer  open  to  amendment,  it  must  be  rejected  by 
those  who  cannot  agree  to  its  particular  provisions  j 
but  such  objeetitms  were  whully  inadmissible, when 
urged  against  a  resolution  which  must  pass  through 
various  subsequoit  stages,  where  all  those  small  de- 
fects may  be  a.mrnded.  In  this  first  stage  nothing 
but  the  principle  ought  to  be  in  question,  and  it 
was  the  principle  alone  for  which  he  contended. 

As  little  regard,  he  said,  was  due  to  what  had 
beeo  said  respectiDg  the  intention  with  which  an 
interference  of  this  kind  must  be  made.  Tfae  gei^ 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  nad 
said  that  the  impropriety  of  acts  like  this  must  de- 

Send  on  the  intention  with  which  they  were  done, 
lut  bow  were  men's  intentions  to  be  judged  o^  but 
from  their  actions?  Might  they  not  sometimes 
think  their  projects  beneficial,  when  they  were,  in 
fact,  of  a  most  mischievous  tendency  ?  And  if  the 
prtQciple  were  once  admitted,  how  would  the  in- 
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tentioiu  of  thoee  who  might  practice  on  It  be  ascer- 
tained? The  principle,  in  fact,  was  everything; 
and  this  princifrie  thegeaiteman  from  Pennsylra- 
nia  had  been  too  prudent  to  defend.  He  had,  on 
the  eontraryr  endeavored  to  call  away  the  attention 
of  the  House  from  the  true  principle  to  some  trifling 
details  of  the  resolution.  In  this  he  acted  wisely. 
Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nidholas,) 
less  cautious,  had  spoken  out  with  his  usual  candor, 
and  asserted  that  the  practice  was  proper,  the  prin- 
ciple justifiable,  and  that  be  himself  should  glory 
in  having  acted  in  the  same  manner.  This,  said 
Mr.  H.,  is  a  candor  which  I  admire,  for  I  like 
the  man  who  tells  plainly  what  he  aims  at,  and 
what  he  means.  Tbegeotiemao  from  Virginia  has 
declared  it  honorable  and  proper  for  any  indivi- 
dtial,  or  set  of  indiridnala.  who  wliere  themselves 
more  fit  than  the  Government  for  condacting  the 
forei^  relaUona  of  the  coontry,  to  take  the  btiai- 
seas  into  theif  bands,  and  adopt  such  measmres  as 
they  tnay  deem  proper  for  obtaining  peace:  or,  by 
a  necessasy  consequence,  for  accomplishing  any 
other  national  objects  which  they  may  think  bene- 
fieial.  This  principle,  ao  utterly  subversive  of  all 
regular  Ooverament,  has  been  so  fully  exposed  by 
Bay  colleague  (Mr.  Pihokhey)  that  it  isunneces- 
sary  to  say  anything  more  on  the  subject.  But  I 
request  the  House  to  bear  it  in  mind,  when  they 
come  to  a  decision  on  this  subject,  that  this  princi- 
ple has  been  justified  and  even  extolled  by  one  of 
the  most  respectable  members  on  this  floor.  Little 
petty  insurgents,  the  mere  journeymen  of  sedition, 
who  now  aiid  then  peep  out  or  their  bouses  to 
aearch  for  mischief,  and  then  shrink  back  to  escape 
from  pun  ish  ment,  exci  le  more  contempt  than  diead; 
Int  when  principles  utterly  sabvenive  of  all  law, 
order,  and  Govemmeot,  are  openly  avowed  and 
nreacned  up  by  men  of  characterj  station,  and  in- 
naenee  in  the  country,  then  it  is  that  we  ought 
to  be  alarmed,  and  to  prepare  for  opposing  their 
aohemes  with  energy. 

I  am  very  sensible,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  all  this 
will  be  treated,  by  some  gentlemen,  as  mere  emp- 
ty declamation,  the  mere  wanderings  of  a  heated 
imagination.  Thishasheretofore  been thecase  with 
me,  and  it  is  thus  that  have  always  been  treated, 
by  some  descriptions  of  men,  those  warning  voices, 
foi  neglecting  to  listen  to  which,  some  other  coun- 
tries are  now  plunged  in  irretrievable  ruin.  To 
ne  these  considerations  appear  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant truths,  on  our  attention  to  which  the  [ve- 
•arration  of  this  Qovernment,  and  the  safety  of 
this  country,  in  a  great  measure,  depend,  it  is 
from  this  quarter,  from  the  introduction  of  foreign 
influence,  through  the  medium  of  dcuneatic  fae- 
tioD,  that  republican  Governments  are  especially 
menaced  with  destruction.  Monarchies,  despot- 
imiB.  aristocracies,  which,  for  the  most  part,  de- 
pend on  the  suppcvt  of  a  few,  may  be  subverted 
hj  f<Mreigo  force,  but  popular  Qoremments,  unless 
quite  contemptible,  in  point  of  extent,  cannot  be 
■ubrerted  without  the  aid  of  internal  division. 
This  division  is  effected  by  means  of  .foreign  in- 
fluence, which  mutually  supports,  and  is  su|^rt- 
•d  by,  domestic  faction ;  therefore^  everything  that 
tends,  however  remotely,  to  facilitate  ue  alUanee 
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between  those  two  deadlr  foea,  is  most  caf^lljr 
to  be  guarded  against.  What  Bonaparte  said  to 
the  Ituians,  after  he  had  subdued  and  plnndered 
them,  by  means  of  the  divisions  excited  by  him> 
self,  is  a  most  important  lesson  for  all  Republics: 

While  a  nation,"  said  he,  "  is  armed,  united,  and 
disposed  to  defend  itself,  it  is  always  invincible.'' 
Let  us  well  refleci  upon  this  all-important  lesson, 
and  oppose  on  the  threshold,  by  adopting  the  res- 
olution now  on  the  table,  the  first  begibnings  of 
this  fatal  alliance  between  foreign  influence  and 
domestic  faction  ;  this  prolific  germ  of  intestine 
division,  which,  if  sufifered  to  grow,  will  soon  pro- 
duce the  bitterest  fruits  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Gallatih  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Caroliiu,  and  the  sentleman  fnm 
Cunnectieut  bad  both  found  fault  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  discussed  this  question ;  that 
he  had  objected  to  the  detail  of  the  resolutitm,  in- 
stead of  attending  to  its  principle ;  and  that  the 
adf^ting  of  this  resolution  would  be  only  adopt- 
ing a  general  principle,  which  might  hereafter  be 
modifed.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
been  pleased  to  say  that  he  (Mr.G.)  wasold  enoU|^ 
in  legislation  to  know  this.  Mr.  G.  said,  be  was 
old  enough  to  know  that  when  the  principle  of  an 
original  proposition  was  vague,  the  bill  which 
was  founded  upon  it  was  also  vague,  and  nine 
times  out  of  ten  copied  verbatim. 

As  an  instance  of  this,  Mr.  G.  mentioned  the 
sedition  bill,  which  was  also  introduced  into  the 
House  as  a  measure  of  defence.  The  same  com- 
plaint was  then  made  agaiiut  the  original  propo- 
sition,  which  is  now  made  against  this ;  and  it 
was  said  then,  as  it  is  said  now,  that  when  the 
bill  came  in^  the  object  would  be  more  defined, 
yet  the  section  of  that  bill  which  is  thought  to  in- 
fringe the  liberty  of  the  press,  is  as  liable  to  mis- 
construction as  the  present  resolution.  Gentle- 
men have  admitted  the  validity  of  the  objec- 
tion which  he  had  made  to  the  want  of  precision 
in  this  resolution,  yet  they  will  not  make  It  more 
precise.  We  are  told  tliat,  when  an  individual 
carries  on  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, it  is  an  usurpation  of  the  Executive  power, 
yet  the  word  used  is  cdrretpond,  and  not  negotiate; 
and  when  they  are  told  that  what  an  unauthorized 
individual  does  cannot  bind  a  nation,  they  are  si- 
lent, but  still  say  our  arguments  are  vague.  11^ 
said  Mr.  Q»  as  gentlemen  assert,  there  is  what 
they  call  a  French  party  in  this  country,  and  it  is 
the  object  of  this  resolution  to  preveot  them  from 
carrying  on  negotiations  with  me  French  Repub- 
lic for  subverting  the  Government,  let  them  eome 
forward  openly  on  this  ground,  instead  of  pro- 
dncing  a  resolution  perfectly  vague  and  uncer- 
tain. 

As  to  the  arguments  of  both  gentlemen,  he  was 
at  a  toss  how  to  set  about  answering  them ;  for 
when,  without  paying  any  regard  to  fact,  gentle- 
men aeal  boldly  in  assertion,  it  is  very  dimcult  to 
make  them  a  reply.  He  was  not  suriffised  that 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  took  the 
ground  he  did.  The  mover  of  this  resoluticm  de- 
clared, in  making  it,  he  had  no  reference  to  a  re- 
coit  event ;  but  the  gentleman  {nm  South  Caco- 
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Una  asserts  that  he  did  mean  to  refer  to  k;  and 
be  may  certaioly  do  so,  without  running  tbe  risk 
of  beii^i;  contradicted,  as  tbe  House  is  at  present 
unacquainted  with  any  facts  relatiiretfo  this  sub- 
ject. So  far,  Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  could  credit  the 
reports  and  letters  which  he  had  seen  printed  in 
the  newspapers,  it  appeared  that  the  measures 
which  Ind  lately  been  lakeo  by  the  Frenab  Gor- 
«nuneat,  and  which  he  had  heard  ascribed  to  the 
■gcBcr  of  a  certain  gentleman  lately  in  France, 
had  taixen  [4ace  before  his  arrival  there. 

(Mr.  Hahpbb  said,  he  did  not  sneak  <tf  any  ef- 
fects prodaeed  by  the  agency  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred ;  he  did  notbeli'eveany  had  been  produced. 
It  was  against  the  principle  which  he  spoke.] 

Mr.  O.  believed  the  gentleman  was  rather  at  a 
lost  OD  this  subject ;  for.  if  much  efiect  is  ascribed 
to  the  interferenee  of  tiiis  iadiTiduai,  geatlemen 
get  into  the  difficulty  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carohna  seems  to  be,  as  it  would  then 
appear  thai  peace  might  bare  been  made  by  our 
Elxecutive ;  and  if  no  effect  was  produced,  then 
there  is  no  Kround  of  complaint. 

The  Eenueman  from  South  Carolina  says  it  is 
incrediue,  that  an  individual,  unknown  twenty 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  coifld  efiect  a  change  in 
the  measures  of  the  French  Gtovernment,  and 
that,  therefore,  he  must  have  received  credentials 
from  other  penona:  that  he  most  have  been  the 
t  of  a  certain  nction,  and  he  goes  on  to  say 
the  French  depended  upon  tiie  force  bf  that 
faction,  which  natoraUy  led  him  to  the  craversa- 
tion  which  he  supposed  this  agent  would  use  at 
Paris ;  such  as,  "Your  conduct  has  been  impoli- 
tie ;  yon  have  alarmed  the  American  nation,  and 
nnleas  yon  ameliorate  yom  measures,  your  cause 
and  our  party  will  be  involved  in  one  common 
rain."  , 

As  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  meant 
them  remarks  to  apply  to  him,  and  others  who 
hap{Kn  to  differ  with  that  eenileman  on  certain 
political  sulnects,  he  hoped  lie  should  be  permit- 
ted to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  gentleman, 
so  far  as  related  to  the  views  and  motives  of  the 
oany  to  which  he  was  supposed  to  belong.  But 
he  would  certainly  be  justified  in  taking  for  grant- 
ed the  confession  of  that  gentleman  of  tbe  real 
(Ajeet  of  his  own  party.  It  seemed,  then,  that,  in 
their  own  opinion,  the  only  way  by  which  this 
gentleman's  party  could  overwhelm  their  oppos- 
er^  was  through  the  medium  of  a  war ;  and  the 
objeet  of  this  resolution  was  evidently  to  raise  a 
eliuQor  about  foreign  affair^  and  to  connect  what 
the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  call  the  French  party 
in  this  country,  with  the  French  Govemment : 
and  the  geatletnan  from  South  Carolina  deserves 
credit  for  having  shown,  hj  his  arguments,  that 
this  was  tbe  intention  of  this  proposition. 

It  is  true,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  it  would  have  been 
extremely  difficult  for  a  certain  party  (whom  he 
.certainly  would  not  call  a  faction)  to  get  a  num- 
ber of  measures  adopted,  tbe  tendency  of  which 
ia  to  crush  all  the  rest  m  the  nation  who  do  not 
9gne  with  them  in  opinion,  except  through  the 
medinm  ot  a  war.  Ther  uow  that  even  a  war 
would  uot  be  n&eimt }  oat  the  only  way  would 
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be  to  establish  an  opinion  that  one-half  of  the 
American  people  are  in  league  with  France,  and 
ready  to  support  her  cause  l>y  force  of  arms.  It 
was  only  by  raising  such  a  clamor  in  tbe  country 
as  this,  that  they  could  hope  to  get  such  meas- 
ures as  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  approved  by 
the  people  of  tbe  United  States,  or  to  believe  that 
a  standing  army  was  necessary,  not  to  repel  an  in- 
vasion, but,  as  it  is  now  confessed,  for  the  crush- 
ing oTa  faction  at  home. 

As  to  the  assertion  of  gentlemen  of  the  party 
to  which  he  alluded,  that  the  party  in  oppoaidon 
to  than  bad  sent  a  certain  gentleman  to  France, 
so  long  as  they  deal  only  in  assertion,  he  supposed 
it  nnoecessary  to.notice  it.  He  believed  the  fitet 
not  to  be  true.  He  believed  tbe  individual,  said 
to  have  been  sent,  went  of  his  own  accord.  So 
far  as  his  knowledge  went,  he  knew  it  to  be  a 
fact.  He  knew  of  no  individual  from  whom  he 
received  instruction.  If  there  are  such,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  ought  to  bring  tnem 
to  view,  instead  of  making  general  assertions, 
which  can  have  no  object  except  to  ealnmniate 
certain  individuals. 

In  the  "course  of  his  remarks,  the  gentleman 
frrnn  South  Carolina — though  he  could  not  see 
how  he  connected, his  observations  with  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration — mentioned  certain 
modern  doctriDes,'to  which  he  is  not  a  convert, 
vie:  that  twenty  or  one  hundred  persons  may  as- 
semUe,  and  exercise  any  authority  they  please, 
&c.  Mr.  Q.  wished  to  know  by  wnom,  or  where, 
and  it  what  time,  a  doctrine  of  this  kind  had  been- 
supported.  That  persons  have  tboaebt  they  had 
a  right  to  petition,  if  they  were  only  twenty  in 
number,  and  to  communicate  with  others  for  their 
co-operation,  and  to  lay  their  petitions  so  frhmed 
before  Congress,  he  knew,  but  be  did  not  consider 
th^  as  a  modern  doctrine.  There  appeared  to 
him  to  be  two  modern  doctrines  in  the  world,  and 
to  one  of  the  two  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina appeared  to  be  a  disciple.  In  one  country 
we  have  seen  the  doctrine  supported  of  taking  a' 
part  of  the  community  for  the  sovereign  people, 
who  have  a  right  to  dictate  and  govern.  How 
far  these  principles  are  now  supported  in  any  part 
of  the  globe,  he  would  not  say.  Bat  he  would 
insist  that  it  never  bad  been  either  advocated  or 
supported  in  this  eonntry.  The  other^  to  which 
he  suppcwed  the  gentleman  a  disciple,  is,  that  be- 
cause Uberty  has  been  abused,  .or^  under  tbe  name 
of  liberty,  IicentlojLisness  and  injustice  have  been 

ftractised  in  a  part  of  Europe,  tbe  old  maxims  of 
iberty  and  republicanism,  which  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  our  Revolution  and  of  both  our  General 
and  Sute  Constitutions  and  Governments,  are  to 
be  laid  aside,  at  least  for  a  while.  It  is  the  doc- 
trine of  alarm — a  doctrine  which  has  been  preach- 
ed up  by  gentlemen  of  great  abilities  in  another 
country,  and  repeatedly  re-echoed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  on  this  floor. 

In  some  things,  however,  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Cartdina  is  mistakni  in  Ikot  He  says  the 
modem  system  €^  Europe  is,  to  transfer  all  power 
from  the  rarnl>i'  aothoiity  to  mobs  and  dema- 
gogues ;  aadthougb  he  mwa no ecnclnaioiiB as 
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api^icable  to  this  eoODtry,  they  natarally  ar&  that 
all  those  who  are  opposed  to  tpe  eztensioa  of  Ex- 
ecutive authority  here  are  the  mob,  the  dema- 

Sogues,  who  are  to  derive  power  from  its  OTer- 
irov.  This  is  not  the  fact.  The  present  sys- 
tem seems  to  be  to  concentrate  all  power  in  the 
Executive,  and  support  that  power  by  a  mili- 
tary force.  This  appears  to  be  the  conduct  of 
France,  to  whom  the  gentleman  meant  to  allude. 
But  how  it  can  be  supposed,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  we, 
who  oppose  on  every  occasion  the  undue  enlarge- 
ment of  Executive  power — who  are  not  afraid 
that  every  act  of  an  individual  disagreeable  to 
the  Executive  will  overturn  the  Government, 
should  be  advocates  of  this  system,  is  extraor- 
dinary. 

The  gentleman  also  supposes  that  we  ought  not 
to  hope  to  be  more  haf^y  than  Switzerland  or  Hoi- 
land,  and  that  therefore  it  is  as  likely  that  a  party 
should  exist  here  willing  and  desirous  to  overturn 
our  Governmeat  as  that  such  a  party  should  have 
existed  in  those  countries.  In  order  to  have  had 
his  position  correct,  the  gentleman  ought  to  have 
shown  the  similarity  between  the  situation  of  those 
eoQDtries  and  this.  With  respect  to  Holland,  the- 
gentleman  must  know  that  their  old  Gtovernment 
was  forced  upon  them  by  the  armies  of  Prussia, 
so  that  every  allusion  to  that  country  went  to 
prove  that  both  parties  there,  the  Qovernmentand 
the  Republican  parties,  had  called  in  foreign  aid. 
Was  that  Governmeat  forced  upon  them  by  con- 
quest, and  which  a  new  conquest  had  overturned 
the  Government  of  the  choice  of  the  people  t  He 
ought  also  to  have  shown  that  eu  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  ibhabitauts  of  Switzerland  were  ex- 
clusively possessed  of  hereditary  power,  uid,  con- 
sequeatW,  that  those  who  wen  forever  excluded 
fitom  houliiig  any  office  of  honor  or  trust,  would 
not  be  well  satisfied  under  the  deprivation.  It 
was  Dot  surprising,  therefore,  that  pawns  thus 
situated  should  have  sought  foreigu  aid  to  over- 
turn a  system  by  which  they  were  oppressed.  The 
democratic  cantons,,  however,  wnich  enjoyed 
equal  Government,  opposed  invasiou  witn  all 
their  force,  and  were  conquered  only  by  superior 
force. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  followed,  perhaps  not  very 
properly,  the  gentleman  from  South  Cardioa 
through  his  various  assertions.  He  should  have 
been  glad  to  have  avoided  any  insinuations  of 
party  motives;  but  if  motions  are  laid  upon  the 
table  to  bring  about  again  and  agaio  declamations 
tnch  as  have  been  heard,  full  of  the  grossest  in- 
sinuations, all  that  hecould  say  was,  that  hewould 
be  rttdy  to  repel  them.  If  it  was  the  intention 
of  gentlemen  constantly  to  make  it  appear  we  are 
a  (uvided  people,  he  was  not  willing  to  stand  mute 
as  a  mark  to  be  shot  at.  He  would  attack  Uiem, 
in  his  turn,  as  to  thdr  motives  and  principles;  he 
would  carry  war  into  their  own  territory^  and  op- 
pose them  on  their  own  ground. 

Mr.  Nicholas  apolt^ized  for  again  troubling 
the  House,  but  the  notice  which  had  been  taken 
of  what  had  fallen  from  him  made  it  necessary. 
He  had  been  charged  with  advocating  principles 
destructive  of  republican  Goverumeat;  as  mak- 


ing a  most  violent  and  wicked  attack  npiui  the 
Government  of  this  country,  and  upon  all  its  or- 
der and  happiness.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  astonish- 
ed that  gentlemen  should  not  have  remarked  the 
difference  between  the  case  which  he  had  stated 
and  those  which  they  have  stated  ^  and  how  much 
they  bring  into  question  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernmoit,  to  make  an  effort  to  procure  peace  fat 
the  country  an  usurpation  of  the  Executive  an- 
thority,  by  making  it  as  criminal  to  procure  peaoe 
for  the  country  as  to  bring  war  upon  it,  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  the  Government  had  been  forced  into  a 
peace  which  they  did  not  want.  Can  peace,  ask- 
ed Mr.  N.,  be  made  without  the  concurrence  of 
Governmeat  1  Certainly  not ;  therefore,  the  only 
possible  evil  which  could  arise  to  the  QovermaeDt 
from  the  interference  of  individuak  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  peace  to  the  country  wonla  bc^ 
that  it  might  beiorced-to  make  peace  against  its 
will,  on  terms  which  it  dare  not  refine.  The  nat- 
ural and  obvious  difference  between  an  attempt 
to  procure  peace  for  the  country,  and  an  attempt 
to  procure  war  for  it,  is,  that  peace  cannot  be 
made  without  the  consent  of  our  Government,  but 
that  war  may.  It  is  not  possible,  said  Mr. 
that  a  majority  of  Congress  may  nave  interest* 
distinct  from  our  constituents — an  interest  which 
they  dare  not  avow — which  may  induce  them  to 
wish  for  war.  And  if  such  a  war  could  be  avert- 
ed by  any  innocent  means,  the  people  would  have 
cause  to  rejoice  at  the  event.  But  it  had  been 
said  that  the  people  of  America  would  not  give  a 
cordial  reception  to  any  citizen  who  should  oethe 
means  of  procuring  peace  for  bis  country  by  hia 
individual  exertions;  that  they  would  oot  accept 
of  peace  on  such  terms;  that  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica wished  rather  for  war  than  a  peace  so  procor- 
ed.   Mr.  N.  did  not  think  this  o|tinion  correct. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hab- 
pbb)  hul  taken  different  grounds  from  any  other 
gentleman.  He  points  at  a  particular  case  which 
IS  said  to  have  taken  place.  It  would  have  been 
well  if  that  gentleman  had  attended  to  what  had 
been  said  relative  to  that  case,  which  was,  that 
having  no  information  before  the  House,  no  one 
could  be  said  to  understand  it;  that  it  could  not 
be  said  that  it  had  produced  either  good  or  bad 
effects ;  and,  not  knowing  anything  about  it,  the 
House  could  not  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  But 
that  gentleman  can  always  dive  to  the  bottom  of 
everything  at  once.  He  has  found  a  clue  to  this 
busioess.  He  has  traced  it  to  a  set  of  mea^  (at 
least  as  respectable  as  himself,)  and  made  it  to 
consist  of  a  system  of  treachery  such  as  his  ima- 
gination delights  to  conjure  up.  Heretoftwe,  said 
Mr.  N.,  these  extravagances havejttssedimanswet- 
ed  by  me,  because  I  believed  that  no  man  besides 
the  fabricator  of  them  could  for  a  moment  giva 
credit  to  such  stories.  These  insinuations,  hov- 
ever,  may  have  found  credit;  he  believed  thef 
had.  At  least,  they  have  been  prorogated  by  men 
whose  views  they  answered!  Unfortunately, 
however,  for  the  gentlemao  from  South  Carolina, 
said  Mr.  N.,  there  is  one  circumstance  which  rea- 
ders it  imrossible  that  bis  statement  of  facts  should 
be  true.   We  are  come  to  the  crisis  when  thefao- 
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tion  which  the  gentlemaa  speaks  of  (if  such  an 
one  exists)  ought  to  make  use  of  tbe  fruits  of  the 
late  agency,  (as  he  chooses  to  term  it,)  but  no  use 
is  made  of  them.  And  surely,  if  a  faction  employ 
an  agent  to  negotiate  with  a  foreijmOoTernment, 
they  will  not  do  it  for  nothing.  Yet  this  appears 
to  be  the  ease,  aceordiw  to  tut  gentleman. 

Has  the  j^ratleman  lound  any  -member  of  this 
Home  adnsing  as  to  lay  aside  oar  srms,  and  take 
a  different  situation  from  that  in  which  we  at 
present  stand?  He  beliered  not.  Daring  the 
last  session,  a  great  many  things  were  done 
which  were  thought  by  many  to  be  unnecessary 
and  improper ;  but  all  were  agreed  that  we  ought 
to  be  prepared  for  defending  ourselves.  Now,  said 
Mr.  N.,  l^t  tbe  gentleuun  from  South  Carolina 
use  his  own  anderstanding,  and  say  how  this  con- 
duct of  gentlemen  can  be  reconciled?  That  a 
party  should  send  a  person  to  France,  to  get  things 

Sit  into  a  certain  train,  and  then  make  no  use  of 
e  effects  produced ;  that  when  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  make  a  disposition  of  the  business,  they 
abandon  it  altogether !  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  so  long  indulged  himself  in  themes  • 
of  this  kind,  that  they  must  cease  to  have  effect 
apon  the  minds  of  the  most  credalous.  The  only 
proof  which  he  has  adduced  in  support  of  his  as- 
•eitifm,  that  a  certain  gentleman  who  lately  re- 
tamed  from  France  was  the  agent  of  a  party,  is, 
that  an  individual  would  never  have  engaged  in 
to  foolish  a  thing ;  that  it  woald  have  been  an  act 
madness  in  an  individual}  and  yet  be  supposes 
a  collection  of  individuals  would  he  more  capable 
of  this  mad  act!  That  the  person  alluded  to  is 
only  fit  for  journey-work,  and  uot  so  fit  to  under- 
take an  act  of  extreme  folly,  as  men  of  superior 
understandings ! 

The  gentleman  allows  that  there  hare  been  fa- 
natics (Mt  a  certain  religious  persuasion  who  have 
gone  great  lengths  in  order  to  procure  peace  for 
CfMiteoding  nations.  How  did  that  gentleman 
know  that  the  religious  principles  of  tuit  society 
may  not  hare  had  some  effect  in  a  late  transaction. 
The  gentlenun  concerned  was  educated  a  Q.uaker, 
and  although  he  did  not  now  conform  to  their 
habits,  he  may  still  retain  principles  peculiar  to 
that  sect,  which  had  been  early  instilled  in  his 
mind. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  French  Government 
has  declared  that  tbev  have  a  party  in  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  N.  denied  that  he  had  any  knowledee  of 
sach  a  declaration.  Tbe  only  thing  of  the  kind 
which  he  heard  of^  was  said  fay  Air.  X,  who 
never  pretended  to  fae  an  agent  of  the  French  Go- 
vemmenL 

Mr.  N.  denied  that  the  outrages  of  the  French 
Government  bad' ever  been  justified  by  the  friends 
of  peace  in  this  House:  and,  if  he  understood 
what  had  taken  place  in  France  of  a  favorable 
nature  to-thia  eoniury,  he  bdieved  no  measnre 
eomplained  of  at  the  last  session  had  been  nnce 
changed ;  but  that  the  relaxation  which  had  taken 
place  related  to  measores  adopted  after  that  time, 
aodj  of  course,  unknown  to  Cfongress  at  their  last 
Kssion. 

Tbe  gentloaan  from  Sonth  Carolina  had  called 
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the  transaction  alluded  to,  foolish,  weak,  and  inef- 
fecual,  because  no  person  could  produce  a  cbanxe 
in  the  conduct  of  tbe  French  Government.  Mr.  N. 
differed  in  opinion  from  that  gentleman.  He  be- 
lieved, in  most  instances,  the  efforts  of  an  individ- 
ual must  have  been  weak  and  foolish,  and  brought 
shame  and  disgrace  upon  the  person  who  under- 
took them ;  but,  he  believed,  if  ever  there  was  a 
case  in  which  an  individual  mi^ht  be  servieeaUe 
in  restoring  peace  to  two  eonntries,  it  is  the  pres- 
ent Is  it  not  notorious,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  if  the 
French  have  enemies  in  this  country,  they  have 
been  continually  playing  into  their  hands,  from  the 
commencement  of  tne  dispate  between  this  coun- 
try and  that  ?  He  appealed  to  the  sentleman  from 
South  Carolina  himself  whether  ne  had  not  re- 
ceived more  support  in  bis  favorite  objects,  from 
the  conduct  of  France,  than  from  anything  else? 
Their  system  bad  all  along  been  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  total  dependence  in  this  country  upon  the 
enemies  of  France.  If  this  was  so,  the  French 
were  playing  tbe  most  unnatural  and  foolish  game 
that  ever  was  played  by  any  country.  It  ouebt  to 
have  been  in  the  power  of  a  child  to  have  ilTnmi- 
i^ted  France  on  this  subject.  He  asked  whether 
the  outra^s  of  the  French  Qovemment  had  not 
been  received  in  this  country  with  triumph  and 
exultation  1  He  knew  they  had,  and  be  had  teen 
them  made  the  fbundadou  of  darling  measures  in 
this  House.  This  being  the  case,  said  Mr.  N.,  was 
it  not  in  the  power  of  an  individual  to  say  to  pet^ 
sons  in  power  in  that  country,  "  you  are  acting 
very  unwisely  ;  you  are  losing  all  your  friends  in 
America ;  as  to  supposing  you  bare  a  party  in 
that  country  who  would  be  ready  to  join  your 
standard,  were  you  to  hoist  it  there,  it  is  nonsense ; 
but  you  are  establishing  a  national  hatred  there, 
which  will  throw  weight  into  tbe  scale  of  your 
enemy."  Would  not  a  conduct  of  this  kind  nave 
appeared  proper  to  a  person  of  the  commonest  un- 
derstanding, and  much  more  so  to  tbe  gentleman 
alluded  to,  and  such  a  representation  could  have 
produced  none  but  a  good  effect.  Without  know- 
ing anything  of  the  mtsrion  of  this  gentleman  (for 
he  bad  left  Philadelphia  a  month  nefore  it  took 
place)  he  did  believe  that  obserrations  of  this 
kind  had  occurred  to  that  gentleman  as  likely  to 
produce  a  good  effect,  as  they  had  occurred  to 
thousands  beside  in  this  cotmtry,  and  they  were 
observations  which  an  American  had  a  right,  and 
which  he  might  conceire  it  to  be  his  duty  to  makc^ 
and  which  must  have  had  their  eff^t  upon  the 
French  Government. 

Mr.  N.  bad  beard  a  sreat  deal  about  subjuga- 
tion. Tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
expressed  an  opinion  that,  while  the  people  undo- 
a  popular  Government  remain  united,  they  cannot 
be  conquered  by  force.  He  would  himsdf  go  for^ 
ther,  and  declare  it  to  be  his  opinioUj  and  it  waa 
foanded  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  disposition  of 
;  men  who  think  your  Goremmeat  hare  dime  ex- 
tremely bad  acts,  that,  so  long  as  the  people  are 
not  actually  oppressed,  and  they  can  see  in  their 
Gkivernment  tne  seeds  of  correction,  no  attempt  at 
dividing  or  subjugating  the  people  of  this  country 
could  1w  sncoeMoL  There  is  not  a  man  amonf 
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those  who  are  the  moat  dissatisfied  with  some  of 
the  measures  of  GoveroraeDt,  who  would  notfight 
as  sooQ  agaiost  the  French  as  against  any  otHer 
nation  that  injured  them.  He  beliered  there  is  a 
perfect  unaainuty  in  this  respect.  Let  the  Gov- 
ernment,  therefore,  said  he^  taae  care  not  to  infuse 
dissatisfaetioD  into  the  minds  of  these  people,  by 
earrying  things  with  too  high  a  hand,  by  oppress- 
ing one  part  of  the  people  to  benefit  another.  Mr. 
N.  believed  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina would  not  have  been  willing  to  have  lived 
under  any  of  the  old  Qovemments,  the  overturn- 
ing of  which  be  so  feelingly  deplored.  Is  it,  said 
he,  the  fault  of  the  people  that  they  live  under  bad 
.Governments;  or,  because  they  are  bad,  are  they 
never  to  be  changed  7  Are  people  who  are  bound 
down  by  the  chams  of  tyranny,  for  ever  to  remain 
80?  And,  was  it  right  or  just  to  chai^  the  vio- 
lence and  blood,  which  too  generally  attend  revo- 
Inlions,  upon  the  people  who  have  been  oppressed, 
instead  of  their  oppressors  ?  Surdy.  not.  The 
evils  must  be  dej^ored,  bat  they  ought  to  be  charged 
to  the  tHToper  account. 

Mr.  N.  Dclieved  more  evil  was  to  be  apprefaeod- 
ed  in  this  country  from  the  votaries  of  despotism, 
than  from  the  votaries  of  France.  Gentlemen 
are  constantly  telling  the  world  that  nothing 
ought  to  be  done,  no  sentiment  offered,  in  opposi- 
tion to  regular  Government.  Why  1  because  it 
IHToduees  divisions  in  a  country.  And  this  is  not 
only  the  language  held  here,  but  it  is  held  in 
all  the  Governments  of  the  world.  What  do 
such  opinions  lead  to?  Certainly  to  favor  the 
principles  of  despotism,  which,  it  was  to  be  lament- 
ed, have  of  late  bad  a  greater  spread  than  those 
of  liberty,  oWing  to  the  abuses  which  had  been 
committed  tmder  its  sacred  name,  and  the  use 
made  of  those  abuses;  and  the  doctrines  now  held 
are  calculated  to  subvert  all  the  lU>erties  of  our 
country  by  silencing  every  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sures of  Government,  however  violent  they  may 
be.  Gentlemen  cry,  this  is  not  the  time  to  clamor 
against  the  Ghivemment,  all  ought  now  to  be 
union;  and  this  will  continue  to  be  the  cry,  so 
that  a  time  for  bringing  a  Government  back  to  its 
first  principles  will  never  arrive,  and  abuses  will 
thus  be  perpetuated.  Principles,  Mr.  N.  said,  he 
was  sorry  to  say  it,  had  gamed  ground  in  this 
country  of  late,  which  nothing  but  terror  and 
alarm  could  have  produced. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia  have  taken  ground  perfectly 
characteristic  of  the  two  men  ;  while  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  comes  forward  and  boldly 
STOWS  the  right  of  an  individual  to  interfere  in 
oor  D^tiaiions  with  a  foreign  Qovcmment,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  goes  into  detail,  and 
^eads  ao  abatement  in  the  resolution ;  says  it  goes 
too  far  in  some  respects,  and  not  far  enough  in 
others ;  that  it  will  prevent  corrMpondences  about 
private  concerns,  and  so  on.  Why  thiv  kort  of 
trifling,  if  it  were  not  intended  to  lead  the  House 
off  from  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  1  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  knows  too  much  oiLe- 
gislative  business  not  to  know,  that  this  resolution, 
worded  as  it  now  is,  cannot  jhus  into  a  law ;  that 
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it  is  only  intended  as  an  instruction  to  a  commit- 
tee upon  which  to  report  a  bill,  which  will  hare 
to  undergo  the  scrutiny  of  that  gentl^ao,  and  of 
the  House.  He  did  not  himself  like  all  the  pro- 
visions of  ^is  resolution ;  he  thought  the  into^ 
ference,  instead  of  being  general,  would  have  been 
better  confined  to  France ;  but  these  are  matten 
for  afiter-consideratioD.  The  only  proper  inquiry 
at  present  is,  is  there  reason  for  Legislative  inter* 
ference,  or  not?   Is  there,  or  not,  daoger  to  heap* 

Kehended  from  the  interference  of  individuals  m 
Lsiness  of  this  sort  ?  For  himself,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  he  believed  there  is  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  this  sonrce.  He  considered 
this  as  a  measure  of  defence,  of  efficient  defence, 
pointed  to  the  danger — danger  with  which  we  are 
threatened — danger  from  we  diplomatic  skill  of  a 
nation  well  versed  in  this  skill.  We  have,  said 
Mr.  S.,  heretofore  made  provision  for  the  raising 
of  armies.  These  were  for  remote  danger ;  bnt 
this  is  a  provision  against  danger  which  immedn 
ately  threatens  us — a  danger  which  had  assailed 
us  for  many  years  past— a  danger  which  has  pro- 
duced the  most  direfbl  effects  in  this  country.  He 
himself  never  thought  there  was  immediate  dan- 

Ser  to  be  apprehended  from  the  arms  of  France, 
lOugh,  at  some  future  period,  there  might  be 
danger  from  this  source,  but  their  diplomatie 
skilfought  to  be  constantly  and  strictly  guarded 
against. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.,  wte  reflect  for  a  single  moment 
upon  the  character  and  pursuits  of  the  French 
nation,  we  shall  see  that  their  only  system  is,  to 
divide  and  conquer ;  to  support  their  party  in  the 
country  which  they  mean  &Dally  to  subjugate,  un- 
til the  favorite  opportunity  shall  present  itself  to 
aid  that  party  with  actual  force.  Time  has  been, 
when  it  was  more  eonrenieat  for  the  French  Re- 
public, (for  she  chooses  to  call  herself  by  that 
name,)  to  carry  on  a  correspondence'wtth  her  party 
in  this  country,  than  at  [vesent.  All  legal  corre- 
spondence between  the  two  countries  1»b  loi^ 
smce  been  cut  oS.  There  is  now  no  Minister 
here  to  &vot  the  projects  of  France;  there  is, 
therefore,  no  way  of  carrying  on  a  communica- 
tion with  the  party  in  this  country,  but  by  means  of 
unauthorized  agents.  Are  we  not,  then,  to  expect 
these?  Certainly.  France  has  voluntarily  cut 
off  all  legal  communication  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, and  because  Ministers  were  sent  there 
from  this  country,  who  would  not  place  them- 
selves at  the  head  of  a  faction,  against  their  Gov- 
ernment, they  rejected  them.  Knowing  their 
character,  what,  then,  could  be  expectM  from 
(hem  ?  Doubtless,  that  they  would  immediately 
open  a  negotiatioa  with  their  putv  in  this  coun- 
try. How  was  this  to  be  done?  Not  by  doing  a 
thing  which  would  have  been  reprobated  by  everf 
one.  They  knew  their  business  too  well  to  do 
this.  They  determined  to  put  the  proceeding  on 
so  plausible  a  footing  as,  at  least,  to  teke  in  some 
obscure  individaaL  uniafonned  on  political  sub- 
jects, by  making  the  first  pretext  a  procurance  of 
peace  ior  the  country ;  and,  after  the  correspond- 
ence was  once  formed,  it  might  go  on  from  one 
degree  to  nnolhet ;  -for  if  such  a  oerrespondence 
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ean  effect  one  thing  it  can  another;  and  he  ex- 
I)ected  this  intercourse  to  be  continued  until  the 
time  shall  arrive  for  the  French  to  make  their  pro- 
posed expedition  into  this  country. 

If  we  consider  the  situation  ot  the  two  nations, 
said  Mr.  8.,  may  we  not  suppose  there  is  danger 
to  be  ai^vehended  from  an  improper  interference 
oi  indiridnals  7  But,  if  we  call  to  mind  a  recent 
instance,  shall  we  be  any  longer  in  do<d>t  that  an 
iaierferenee  of  this  kind  has  taken  place  1  We 
eannot ;  and  therefore  we  may  expect  that  it  will 
be  done  in  fiuore  under  one  plausible  pretext  or 
other.  It  was  in  this  point  of  view  only,  that 
he  alloded  to  the  braniaetion  which  lud  recent- 
hr  happened,  as  the  foundation  of  a  law  to  prevent 
future  abuses. 

But  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tirginia,  that  if  the  interference  of  an  individual 
was  tot  a  good  purpose,  it-  rather  called  for  oar 
thanks  than  for  our  resentment,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  that  it  dep^- 
ed  upcw  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  whether 
such  a  procedure  was  criminal,  or  not.  Mr.  S. 
.said,  he  would,  on  the  contrary,  lay  it  down  as  a 
m»^'"*,  that  no  foreisn  nation  will  ever  enter  into 
a  correspondence  witn  aa  individual  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  nation  from  which  he  comes ;  because, 
if  they  meant  to  do  benefit  to  that  nation,  they 
eonld  do  it  through  the  legal  o^n.  But  if,  in- 
stead of  doiog  a  Knefit  to  the  country,  the  French 
wish  to  aid  a  &etion,  who  are  desirous  of  dividing 
the  people  from  their  Government,  they^  will  cer- 
tainly wish  to  treat  with  an  individual.  The  sup- 
poeition,  therefore,  that  an  individual  may  nego> 
tiate  with  a  foreign  Qoveromeot  for  a  benefit  to 
his  eooutry,  is  wholly  unfounded  ;  and  the  very 
idea  of  such  a  correspondence  is  a  proof  of  the 
vilest  of  all  parposes,  that  of  aiding  a  faction  to 
overturn  the  Government  to  which  such  an  indi- 
Tidnal  belongs. 

But,  it  was  said,  the  interference  of  an  individual 
could  DOi  be  improper,  because  he  could  not  usurp 
the  Executive  authority.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  will  give  himself  the  trouble  of 
reading  the  Constitution,  he  will  find  thai  the  car- 
rying on  of  all  foreign  intercourse  is  placed  in  the 
lianas  of  the  EzeeutiTe,  as  fully  as  the  Legislature 
b  poasetsed  of  all  l^slative  power,  or  the  Judi- 
eiary,  of  judicial.  When  an  ittdividual,  therefore, 
attempts  to  negotiate,  with  a  foreign  Govmimait 
on  natiimal  ooacems,  he  is  certainly  doiof  the 
basinesB  of  the  Executive.  And  is  not  that  a 
atrange  sute  of  things,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  an  indi- 
vidou,  or  a  set  of  ii^ividuals,  shall  say  to  a  Gor- 
emmeot,  ^  yon  are  about  to  make  war,  but  we 
will  prevent  it."  Ought  not  such  a  cohduct  to  be 
punished,  and  provided  against  by  law?  It  cer* 
tainly  ought,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  present 
resolabon  to  pass. 

Mr.  Otis  next  rose,  but  a  motion  being  made  to 
adjotirn,  ibe  House  adjourned,  without  taking  a 
question  upon  the  resolution. 

Fruat,  Deeemlmr  88. 
Jameb  OiLLBBPia,  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared and  took  bis  seat  in  the  House. 
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Mr.  Otis  reported  a  new  bill  for  laying  a  stamp 
duty,  including  the  amendments ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  committed  to  the  whole 
House  for  Monday. 

Mr.  O.,  (torn  the  committee  respecting  Aieans 
of  defence,  requested  leave  to  report  by  bill;  which 
beine  granted,  he  immediately  reported  a  bill  in 
behuf  of  that  committee  for  etKoaraging  the  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  vessels,  and  Tor  allowing 
salvage  on  all  vessels  brought  into  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
whole  House  for  Monday. 

Mr.  J.  Parkbr  requested  a  similar  liberty  for 
the  Committee  for  Naval  Defence}  which  was 
granted. 

USURPATION  OP  EXECUTIVE  POWER. 

Mr.  Ori8WOlo*8  resolution  again  coming  up, 
Mr.  Balowin  said,  that  the  usages  of  the  House 
certainly  admitted  of  taking  a  question  on  a  gene- 
ral principle,  in  several  different  stages;  that  it 
was  very  common  for  the  mover  to  call  for  the 
opinion  of  the  House  when  he  first  made  his  mo- 
tion ;  that  when  a  motion  was  made  in  the  form 
in  which  the  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
submit  the  one  now  under  consideration,  viz: 
"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  there  be  any  ^opriety  or  necessity 
for  such  a  law  to  be  passed,"  Mr.  B.  thought  it  a 
stage  not  very  favorable  to  the  discussion  of  the 
general  princiide.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  a  committee  mi^t  not,  on  investigation,  re-  ^ 
port  facts  and  circumstances  which  might  render 
further  provisions  in  those  laws  necessarv.  He 
thought  the  motion  very  guarded ;  t^t  it  left  the 
subject  as  open  as  possible,  and  expressed  his  wish 
that  the  committee  might  be  sunered  to  be  ap- 
pointed. He  said  it  had  been  repeatedly  stated, 
and  did  not  seem  to  be  denied,  that  there  might 
be  eases  in  war,  or  in  imminent  danger  of  war,  in 
which  individuals  would  find  it  indispensable  to 
the  support  of  themselves  and  families,  or  perhaps 
to  their  lives,  to  hold  such  a  correspondence  with 
a  foreign  Power.  Persons  might  also  be  led,  as 
had  been  stated  yesterday,  by  religions  impres- 
sions, or  br  other  baievotirat  and  hmiorable  nun- 
lives,  to  take  such  measures  to  endeavor  to  avert 
the  horrors  of  an  impmdiDg  war^nd  to  prerait 
the  effusion  of  human  blood.  This  has  onen 
been  done,  and  been  attended  with  wonderful  sne- 
cesB.  He  did  not,  for  a  moment,  suppose  it  possi- 
ble, that  a  judicious  committee  of  that  House 
could  be  appointed,  who  would  wish  to  throw  ob- 
structions in  ihe  way,  or  render  criminal  such  con- 
duct. Instances  of  this  kind  were  presented  to 
them  in  all  history;  they  have  been  the  subjects 
of  most  exalted  and  onbounded  applause ;  monu- 
ments and  altars  have  been  erected  to  peace* 
makers.  Even  the  histories  of  savage  nations  are 
not  without  such  instances.  Individuab,  at  the 
risk  of  everything,  of^life  itself,  have  gone  out 
between  contending  tribes  and  armies^  and  been 
the  insiruments  of  restoring  peace,  and  been  r^ 
warded  with  the  highest  testimmies  of  respect 
and  veneration  from  Doth  parties. 
In  diis  country,  and  in  this  ag^  Mr.  H.  vis  sura 
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it  could  not  be  tbe  intentioa  of  any  ^ntlemao  to 
discourage  or  defeat  sucb  a  dispositioo.  He  was 
willing,  at  present,  to  accept  the  assuraoces  which 
they  hare  given,  aod  let  tbe  subject  go  to  a  cooq- 
mittee  to  examine  and  report. 

Mr.  Otis  obserred.  thai  when  the  present  reso- 
lation  waayesterdaj  Wore  the  House,  he  intended 
to  hare  otfered  a  few  remarks  upon  it,  but  cave 
way  upon  a  motion  to  adjourn.  He  woulo^not 
now  tue  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  than 
he  should  have  then  occupied,  nor  enlarge  the  ob- 
servations which  had  then  occurred  to  htm,  as  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia had  not  varied  the  question.  He  viewed  tbe 
propriety  of  tbe  resolution  as  resulting  from  the 
peculiar  circumstaaces  of  the  country.'  The  in- 
sults and  outrages  of  the  French  Republic  had 
compelled  the  United  States  to  assume  ao  attitude 
which  in  other  countries  had  been  usually  identi- 
fied with  war,  and  which,  io  this  country,  we 
ought  to  consider,  for  anything  that  yet  appeared 
to  the  contrary,  as  a  prelude  to  an  open  rupture. 
We  had  been  obliged  to  arm,  by  sea  and  by  land, 
to  interdict  commerce  and  authorize  reprisals ;  in 
short,  to  do  all  bat  agree  npon  the  formulary  of  a 
declaration.  There  could  then  be  but  one  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  Is  it  tight  and  expedient, 
in  this  state  of  approximation  to  war,  to  adopt 
every  defensive  ano  cautionary  measure  that  would 
be  incumbent  upon  us  in  an  avowed  and  open 
state  of  war?  If  not,  the  strongest  possible  argu- 
ment would  be  furnished  in  favor  of  making  an 
immediate  declaration  of  war ;  but  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, prudence  demanded  and  justified  every  pre- 
caution, which,  after  such  a  declaration,  would  be 
indispensable  we  might  still  exhibit  our  modera- 
tion and  .forbearance  in  preserving  our  present 
relations.  It  had  never  yet  been  doubted,  that,  in 
the  event  of  an  open  war,  it  was  not  only  compe- 
tent to  every  nation,  but  a  sacred  and  necessary 
duty,  not  only  to  restrain  its  citizens  from  passing 
•Ter  to  tbe  enemy,  but  from  maintaining  any  cor- 
rcspmidatee  with  him,  especially  upon  subjects  of 
a  jpiolitical  nature ;  and  be  could  scarcely  conceive 
of  any  reasons  which  would  render  such  restric- 
turns  wise  and  politic  in  the  last  resort,  that  did 
not  apply  in  the  present  stage  of  advancement  to- 
wards such  a  state.  If  party  divisions  exist  in  a 
country,  it  is  no  less  important  to  conceal  them 
than,  when  armed  at  all  points,  we  might  have 
less  to  fear  from  their  effects.  If  distinguished 
citizens,  and  men  high  in  office,  under  the  plausi- 
ble semblance  of  restoring  peace,  might  extend 
their  intrigues  to  a  dangerous  latitude  m  one  case, 
they  might  equally  abuse  an  unrestrained  inter- 
course io  tbe  other  case,  under  the  no  less  spe- 
uons  appearance  of  a  design  to  prevent  war. 
The  same  encouragement  to  an  enemy,  the  same 
assurances  of  suppnt,  the  same  plans  of  proceed- 
ing, and  the  same  conspiracies,  would  be  pregnant 
with  the  same,  and  sometunes  with  more  aggra- 
raied  evils.  Indeed,  so  palpable  are  the  abases  to 
which  this  tampering  with  an  open  enemy  would 
be  liable,  that  none  but  a  lunatic  would  contend 
for  the  innocence  of  the  practice,  or  for  the  possi- 
bility of  permitting  it  consistently  with  the  public 


safety.  Yet  the  House  had  been  told  yesterdar 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nicholas,) 
and  the  idea  had  been  enforced  this  morning  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  Uiat  if  a  late  eccen- 
tric mission  had  been  instrammtal  in  maintaining 
peace,  far  from  being  a  snbject  of  reproacl^  it 
woald  be  a  cause  for  pride  and  exultation,  for  civic 
rewards  and  monumental  honors.  Tut  is,  in 
other  words,  the  end  will  justify  the  means.  Sir, 
said  tSx.  0.J  it  is  the.misery  of  legislation  in  this, 
as  well  as  m  other  conntnes,  that  we  cannot  ad- 
vance a  step  without  entangling  oar  feet  in  the 
toils  of  this  fashionable  phiroso|Ay}  without  en- 
countering these  old  Jesuitical  doctrines,  new 
vamped  and  varnished  by  modern  iUuminati;  as 
if  there  were  no  standard  of  moral  fitness  io  the 
nature  of  thio^.  Gentlemen  espouse  and  preach 
up  these  principles,  and  are  not  aware  of  their 
extent.  An  ingenuous  nature  had  led  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of  a 
person  who  had  lately  visited  France,  probably 
tmder  an  impression  of  the  purity  <^  his  motives, 
or  of  tbe  views  of  those  who  were  privy  to  this 
singular  adventure.  But  Mr.  O.  could  not  believe . 
that  this  conduct  would  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country  from  anv  per- 
suasion that  peace  was  the  object  of  this  diplomap 
tic  volunteer.  Peace  might  be  obtained  by  vari- 
ous modes,  at  vrtiich,  he  believed,  that  gentleman 
would  revolt  with  horror.  Assassinate  your  Pre- 
sident, and  transport  a  majority  of  both  Houses 
to  Cayenne,  let  the  people  be  terrified  into  the 
election  of  men  of  opposite  principles,  and  proba- 
bly these  measures  would  give  you  peace,  but  it 
would  be  a  peace  delusive,  precarious,  and  fatal 
Let  those  who  prefer  peace  to  honor,  and  French 
fraternity  to  indepenaence,  form  a  subscription 
and  pay  to  the  Directory  the  fifty  thousand  pounds. 
ProMbly  this  act  of  patriotism  would,  for  a  time, 
procure  the  continuance  of  peace.  But  from  such 
a  peace,  he  hoped  the  country  would  be  preserved. 
It  would  be  a  peace  destituto  of  comforts  and  of 
blessings,  a  peace  distinct  from  prosperity ;  a  d^ 
sive  calm,  portentous  and  drewlful,  and  such  as 
tbe  people  of  this  country  will  never  embrace. , 

It  had  been  objected  to  the  present  resolution, 
br  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  it, 
glanced  at  a  late  transaction,  concerning  which  no 
evidence  was  before  the  House.  Although  the 
resolution  does  not  involve  or  afiect  that  transac- 
tion, yet  Mr.  O.  admitted  that  it  might  not  have 
been  offered  to  the  House  at  this  time,  unless  the 
case  in  question  had  occurred.  It  is  not.  said  he, 
good  policy  to  anticipate  offences;  but  wnen  mis- 
demeanors occur,  and  are  committed  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  applause,  it  is  time  for  the 
L^islature  to  interfere.  Indeed,  as  there  are  some 
crimes  so  atrocious,  there  are  also  degrees  of  folly 
and  of  vanity  so  exqaisito,  that  no  fancy  can  pic- 
tura  them  before  they  are  exhibited.  Thus  no 
ime  could  seriously  imagine  that  any  man,  who 
was  not  descended  in  a  right  line  from  Dra 
duixote,  woold  have  gone  to  France  with  the 
romantic  project  of  restoring,  by  the  mere  force 
of  his  own  privau  remonstranees  or  personal  in- 
fluence, the  aeeostomed  rdatiou  of  the  two  coon- 
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tries.  No  roan  coald  foresee  that  an  American 
citizen,  formerly  of  a  pood  character,  was  capable, 
after  a  few  years'  residence  in  France,  of  becom- 
ing am  apostate  from  honor,  and  a  traitor  to  his 
eoon^,  and  of  writing  and  dispatching  to  a 
member  of  this  House,  such  infamous  slanders, 
and  serrile  sentimente,  as  we  hare  lately  seen 
pablished  in  the  new'spapers.  Yet  these  phan- 
tCHUs  of  the  imagination  are  likely  to  be  realized ; 
we  now  learn  that  men  can  be  thus  foolish  and 
thus  i^ostituted,  and  we  must  guard  against  the 
eSocta  of  this  folly  and  wickedness  in  future. 

With  respect  to  the  mission  itself,  knowing, 
aud  he,  as  he  knew,  by  letters  from  a  gentieman 
who  was  in  France  at  the  same  time  with  the 
periMnt  alluded  to,  and  on  whose  information  and 
attachment  to  his  country  he  could  place  a  perfect 
tdianee,  that  all  those  measures  which  some  af- 
fect to  consider  as  proofs  of  a  ehanffe  &Torable  to 
oar  country  were  actually  agreed^  upon  ^or  to 
any  ioterriew  of  the  missionary  with  the  French 
Directory ;  being  also  well  apprized  that  this  per- 
son since  his  return  had  been  so  unlucky  or  so  for- 
getful as  to  impute  this  relaxation  of  the  French 
policr  in  our  &TOr,  to  a  temporarv  absence  of 
Rewbetl,  be  should  be  very  much  inclined  to  treat 
the  whole  expedition  as  an  object  of  merriment 
and  derision  ;  to  consider  it  in  the  view  of  a  cru- 
sade, or  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  or  on  a  footing 
with  ft  voyage  to  Spain  to  see  bull-baiting,  or  to 
London  to  see  the  uoos,  or  any  other  project  of 
cariosity;  or  ftnatietsm ;  bat  that  the  accoant  giv- 
en by  this  man  to  Tarious  j^rsons  of  the  cbarac- 
lers  vfao  were  jvivy  to  his  departure,  induced 
him  to  think  of  tt  in  a  more  serious  li^ht.  He  has 
npeatedly  declared  that  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  State^  the  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  late  French  Comiol,  were  acquainted  with 
his  desi^  and  furnished  him  with  letters  and  pass- 
ports; and  a  gentleman  who  was  now  in  this 
country,  but  had  seen  and  conversed  with  this  En- 
Toy  in  Paris,  had  assured  him  (Mr.  O.)  that  he 
also  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Qenet  was  informed 
of  hu  intention  and  errand.  It  does  not  follow 
from  these  circmnstances,  said  Mr.  M.,  thai  any 
intrigue  or  conspiracy  has  certainly  existed  which 
may  be  hostile  to  the  public  welfare,  oor  was  he 
disposed  to  implicate  either  of  the  American  citi- 
zens just  named  in  any  such  accusation.  It  was 
indeed  stiance,  if  tnie^  that  the  secret  of  this  mis- 
sion should  oe  eommimicated  only  to  those  per- 
sons ;  bot,  perhaps,  a  satisfactory  explanation 
mi^t  be  given.  His  object,  however,  at  present, 
waa  not  so  much  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  this 
particalar  transaction,  as  to  show  that  great  dan- 
mt  might  exist  in  such  practices,  and  to  prevent 
thaw  cMitinuaoce. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  been 
oUized  to  admit  that  a  species  of  correspondence 
might  be  instituted  with  the  citizens  of  France, 
that  wonld  be  highly  criminal,  but  that  the  crim- 
inality would  depend  oil  the  nature  of  the  cor- 
respondence, and  that  the  resolution  did  not  define 
with  accuracy  the  kind  of  correspondence  which 
ought  to  be  puUished.  But,  said  Mr.  O.,  this  is  a 
Tiny  fiUlacioaa  abjection.   It  is  not  maely  the 


particular  correspondence,  but  the  illegal  and  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  any  correspoDdence  with  our' 
enemies,  and  the  abuses  to  which  it  is  liable, 
which  requires  attention.  An  ostensible  corres- 
pondence may  be  so  conducted  as  to  furnish  of 
Itself  no  ground  of  censure,  while  a  covert  cor- 
respondence between  the  same  parties  may  be 
thereby  facilitated.  He  would  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  if  ever  this  renowned  Envoy  had  present- 
ed a  memorial  to  the  Directory,  or  written  any 
letter  to  them,  it  was  ingeniously  contrived  so 
that  if  by  any  accident  it  should  be  made  public 
it  might  appear  unexceptionable.  In  such  a  me- 
morial he  wonld  he  carefbl  to  dwell  much  iH>on 
our  anion  and  patriotism  ;  upon  the  folly  of  at- 
tempting an  invasion,  and  Ute  little  chance  there 
would  be  of  success ;  upon  the  madness  of  forcing 
us  against  our  natural  bias  into  the  arms  of  Brit- 
ain; upon  the  great  advantages  that  both  coun- 
tries would  derive  from  a  restoration  of  harmony, 
and  upon  the  injustice  and  severity  of  their  meas- 
ures -J  ih  a  word  upon  all  those  topics  which  if 
published,  would  strike  favorably  the  public  ear 
and  even  aid  the  popularity  of  the  writer  and  his 
friends.  But  with  him  this  sort  of  correspondence 
would  be  of  no  avail.  He  should  regard  it  merely 
as  a  fabrication.  It  would  throw  no  light  upon 
the  real  errand,  the  conversations  at  the  private 
dinners  of  MerliOj  the  petit  aouftera  of  Treilhard, 
the  t6te-a-titeB  with  Lepaux,  nor  the  conferences 
with  Talleyrand.  It  is  on  these  occasions  that 
the  real  business  is  done,  it  is  in  these  scenes  that 
the  flow  of  soul  is  communicated.  A  law  that 
does  not  reach  this  sort  of  corresjpondence  will 
prove  inadequate  to  the  object  of  the  resolurion. 

The  House,  said  he,  have  frequently  been  told, 
and  particularly  on  the  present  occasion;  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  great  ob- 
ject and  main  design  of  the  majority  was  to  ex- 
cite a  general  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 
If  this  charge,  said  Mr.  O.,  applied  to  me  among 
others,  I  plead  guilty  at  once.  1  confess  myself  to 
be  alarmed,  and  while  I  stand  as  a  sentinel  at 
this  post  it  is  my  duty  to  communicate  and  dif- 
fuse the  alarm  until  the  danger  be  past.  It  was 
not  a  proof  of  courage,  but  of  apathy,  to  be  free 
from  alarm;  he  saw  nothing  in  the  situation  of 
other  countries  to  quiet  his  fears.  The  fairest  and 
the  happiest  countries  on  the  elobe  had  been  sub- 
jugated by  Franee;^  their  fields  laid  desolate,  their 
cities  transformed  into  a  profligate  banditti;  all 
social  order  subverted,  commerce  destroyed,  reli- 
gion scofled  out  of  countenance,  and  liberty  pur- 
sued hither  into  her  last  sanctuary,  and  the  skirts 
of  her  garments  already  in  the  hands  of  ruffians, 
in  spite  of  an  intervening  ocean.  Nor  was  he 
alarmed  merely  for  himself,  and  his  political  asso- 
ciates, bot  for  those  who  opposed  him.  He  was 
aware  that  when  the  confusion  incident  to 
French  principles  should  overtake  his  country, 
that  friend  and  foe  would  be  involved  in  promis- 
cuous ruin.  The  same  dagger  thai  was  whetted 
for  his  bosom  would  strike  deep  into  theirs,  the 
same  hands  that  rifled  his  pockets  would  plunder 
their  pockets,  and  the  violence  which  b^gared 
and  enslaved  his  children  wonld  involve  theirs  in 
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the  same  distress.  He  should  not,  he  said,  be 
discouraged  Irom  expressing  this  alarin,  by  being 
reminded  of  the  enects  produced  by  alarm  in 
another  country.  He  wished  to  God  the  gentle- 
maD  from  Peonsylrania  could  augment  the  list  of 
couDtries,  that  had  listened  seasonably  to  the 
voices  of  their  alarmists.  Had  Hollano,  Switz- 
erlaod,  and  other  DaticQs  which  now  groan  under 
the  despotism  of  Freoch  taskmasters,  beard  and 
obeyed  the  warnings,  the  entreaties,  the  proj^etic 
praym  of  their  best  and  most  faithful  citizens, 
they  would  have  had  sufficient  cause  to  rejoice  at 
this  hoar ;  one  country,  only,  had  taken  this  ne- 
cessary alarm,  and  by  means  of  it  has  hitherto 
withstood,  and  will  probably  ride  out  in  safety, 
the  destructive  tempe!*t  which  has  overwhelmed 
her  neighbors.  It  is  by  resisting  the  lullaby  of  op- 
position that  Great  Britain  has  preserved  her 
Constitution  and  Government ;  and  if  such  a 
Constitution  and  Government,  which  so  many 
are  pleased  to  consider  as  corrupt  and  rotten, 
struggling  with  debts  and  abuses,  have  been 
preserved  by  a  timely  alarm,  it  is  no  reproach  to 
be  anxious  to  save  a  better  Constitution  and  a 
better  Govemnlent  by  the  same  means. 

It  has  been  also  salo,  that  if  we  suffer  ourselves 
to  be  led  astray  by  arguments  drawn  from  the 
state  of  other  cpantrie&|We  shall  be  aulaved.  and 
surrender  our  liberties  through  fear  of  Icuing  tnem. 
He  believed  the  reverse  of  this  proposition  to  be 
true,  and  that,  if  the  examples  of  those  countries 
came  to  be  disr^rded,  we  might  prepare  to  meet 
our  fate.  Again :  it  is  insisted  that  the  secret  of 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  was  to  perpetuate  the 
division  of  party,  and  that,  although  but  few  real 
causes  of  dissension  remain,  yet  we  are  deter- 
mined to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  and  excite  the 
greatest  possible  irritation.  This  accusation  he 
denied.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  resolution 
was  introduced  with  any  such  design ;  but  if  such 
had  been  the  object  of  the  mover,  the  blame  would 
not  attach  to  him  or  to  his  friends.  They  might 
even  then  have  justified  themselves  upon  princi- 
ples of  self-defence.  He  appealed  to  the  whole 
Bouse,  that,  within  a  few  days  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  tbey  were  threatened 
with  a  notice  that  motions  might  be  expected  in 
favor  of  repealing  tbe  Alien  and  Sedition  acts ; 
which  could  owe  their  origin  to  no  other  inten- 
tion bat  that  of  inflaming  the  public  mtnd,  and  of 
|>erseyering  in  theendeavor  to  expose  the  Admin- 
istration and  its  friends  to  odious  imputations. 
Therefore  we  should  stand  acquitted,  if,  instead  of 
giving  time  to  our  adversaries  to  furmsh  their  wea- 
pons, and  carry  war  into  our  borders,  we  had 
seized  this  occasion  to  strike  the  first  blow. 

If,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  observed,  the 
aspect  of  our  a&irs  was  chaond  for  the  better, 
he  sincerely  rejoiced;  but  confessed  that  nothing 
with  reference  to  our  foreign  relations  had  oc- 
curred, either  in  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  on  our 
vesseli^  nor  the  liberation  of  our  seamen,  nor  in 
tbe  nugatory  renewal  of  the  commissions  to 
French  [wivateers,  which  convinced  him  of  any 
real  change  in  the  sentimoits  of  the  Directory. 
Onr  domestie  posture  may,  indeed,  be  changed  for 


the  better,  if  gentlemen,  as  they  seemed  to  inti- 
mate, would  unite  in  preserving  and  extending  the 
system  of  defence,  and  follow  up  the  wise  and 
prudent  measures  which  were  adopted  at  the  last 
session.  Of  their  sincerity,  hitherto,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  form  an  opinion,  but  in  the  course  of 
(he  session  they  would  show  to  what  point  their 
professions  were  entitled  to  confidence.  No  credit 
was  due  to  another  imputation,  so  often  repeated, 
of  a  desire  prevalent  with  a  majority  of  that 
House,  to  crush  the  opposite  party.  For  his  part, 
he  declared  that  hisobject  was  to  crush  no  man, bat 
to  reform  certain  raiuciples,  and  to  explode  others 
which  his  daily  observation  convinced  him  wen 
mischievous,  and  inconsistent  with  good  govern- 
ment. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  conclu- 
ded with  expressing  his  design  "  to  carry  war  into 
our  borders."  He  presumed  the  gentleman  did 
not  mean  literallv  to  levy  war  against  his.  oppo- 
nents. The  gentleman  had  acquired  great  credit 
as  apolitical  warrior,  but  he  had  often  susuined 
his  fire  without  much  injury.  If  he  really  in- 
tended to  bring  a  new  force  of  artillery  into  the 
field,  it  is  our  duty,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  unite  in  thrown 
ing  up  such  -ramparts  and  basiions  as  may  be  re- 
quisite for  our  defence.  But  as  the  gei^^aaa 
has  never  yet  succeeded  in  forcing  our  eam^  nor 
defeated  us  eiUier  1^  storm  or  surfvise,  there  was 
410  occasion  to  dread  his  return  to  the  charge.  On  . 
the  whole  he  thought  the  resolution  highly  woi^ 
thy  of  attention,  and  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Habpgb.— Had  the  opposition  to  this  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Speaker,  been  at  first  placed  on  the 
liberal  ground  where  tbe  gentleman  from  Georaia, 
(Mr.  Balowin,)  has  just  now  placed  it,  this  dis- 
cussion would,  no  doubt,  have  taken  a  difierent 
turn.  Those  observations  which  have  so  much 
excited  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nica- 
oi<A8,)  might  have  been  avoided  ;  and  the  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  would, 
probably,  have  been  spared  those  wounds,  the  an- 
guish whereof  has  wrong  from  him  a  threat  of 
ofiiensive  war.  Thu  dirvetion  was  given  to  the 
debate  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  plainly 
and  emphatirally  avowed  a  pHncii^e  utteny  snb- 
versive  of  every  Government,  and  in  tbe  highert 
possible  degree  aJuming  to  this,  in  tbe  presoit 
state  of  thing^the  principle  that  any  individual, 
and,  by  stronger  reason,  any  number  or  class  <h 
individuals,  might  justifiably,  and  even  Uudably, 
interfere  between  this  country  and  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  purpose  of  making  peace,  "^at 
gentleman,  instead  of  denying  the  existence  of  a 
recent  case,  has  expressly  justified  it.  He  has 
even  gone  the  length  of  declaring  that  the  act  was 
honorable  and  meritorious,  and  that  he  bimseU^ 
could  be  have  supposed  himself  to  possess  the 
means  of  insuring  success  in  the  attempt,  would 
have  done  likewise.  This  jurinciple,  thus  arowedL 
it  became  necessary  to  oppose  and  repel.  Several 
gentlemen  did  oppose  it;  and  proved,  in  the  most 
convincing  manner,  that  if  (mce  admitted,  it  would 
open  a  wide  door  to  foreign  intrigue  and  ftwein 
influence  j  woold  justify  ue  intenerenec  of  inu- 
viAuls,  or  dob^  or  Aetiou,  to  main  iw  ai  ww 
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aa  peace,  and  to  negotiate,  of  their  owd  authority, 
with  foreign  Qovemments,  on  erery  subject  that 
eould  arise  in  the  intercourse  between  nations, 
i  myself  endeavored  also  to  oppose  the  destructive 
eonseqoenees  of  this  principle,  and  in  doing  so 
was  naturally  led,  not  only  to  prove  the  existence 
of  a  recent  case  in  which  it  has  been  reduced  to 
practice,  but  also  to  [Kiint  out  the  [nxibable  origin 
and  objects  of  that  mission,  and  the  means  proba- 
bly emplojred  to  give  it  success.  Hence  those  re- 
matb  which  have  called  forth  so  much  animad- 
mrion  from  the  gentknun  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  friend  from  Virginia.^ 

The  gentleman  fiom  Virgtoia  has  iadeed  said* 
that  he  justifies  this  sort  ^f  interference  only  in 
cases  where  its  object  is  to  make  peace ;  and  he 
eXoltingly  exclaims,  that  to  repel  the  principle  ad- 
mits the  possibility  of  a  case  where  peace  might 
be  made  for  the  country  on  terms  which  the  Qov- 
erament  would  wish  to  reject,  and  by  this  implied 
admission  he  supposes  that  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Pimoknet)  has  brought  himself  and  his  cause  ioto 
a  disagreeable  dilemma.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  do  snch  admission  implied, 
for  the  Government,  if  it  had  any  ^ose  of  vigor, 
and  is  at  all  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  io  it,  wonld 
not  suffer  unauthorized  individual  to  makepeace, 
even  on  terms  which  it  desired.  The  reason  is 
idain.  It  would  exercise  its  functions  itself,  and 
not  tnSet  them  to  be  usurped  by  others.  If  it 
wnited  an  army  or  taxes,  would  it  suffer  clubs  or 
societies  to  raise  the  army,  or  impose  the  taxes,  of 
thev  own  authority  ?  What  difierence  is  there, 
in  principle,  between  raising  armies  or  taxes,  and 
maikii^  peace  with  a  foreign  nation  t  I  can  nee 
ntme.  They  are  «U  equally  acts  of  sovereignty ; 
and  if  a  CSovenunent  be  weak  enough  to  suner 
one  to  be  usurped  with  impunity,  by  a  faction  or 
the  agenu  of  a  faction,  the  rest  wilt  soon  follow. 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  willing 
to  make  the  admission,  though  it  certainly  is  not 
eonlained  in  anything  advanced  by  my  cculeaffue. 
I  do  admit  that  there  might  be  a  mssibility  of  ob- 
taioiog  peace  on  terms  which  tne  Government 
would  be  averse  to  accepting.  I  will  go  further. 
1  will  say  on  terms  which  it  wwld  be  criminal 
in  the  GoTerament  to  accept.  The  guitleman 
from  Tir^ia  now  desires  to  convert  the  word 
"pence"  iiUo  a  spell  whereby  every  month  is  to 
be  stopped.  This  use  was  formerly  made  of -the 
«<«d  ''war."  When  onr  difierenees  with  France 
first  grew  serious,  every  measure  [noposed  for  do^ 
iwg  justice  to  the  country,  or  putting  it  in  a  state 
or  Reparation,  was  repelled  by  souodiog  in  our 
ears  the  word  "  war."  Such  measures,  we  were 
tc^d,  would  lead  to  "  war."  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  was  not,  for  my  part,  then  frightened  by  the 
word  "  war for  I  always  declared  that  I  was 
ready  to  to  war  sooner  than  safier  our  rights 
to  be  ravished  from  us,  our  independence  as  a  na- 
ti<Hi  trodden  tmder  foot ;  and  it  has  since  appeared 
that  in  maktng  this  declaration,  I  spoke  the  senti- 
meno  of  the  American  nation.  I  am  not  fright- 
ened by  the  new  catch-word  "peace;**  and  I  de> 
elare  that  there  might  be  terms  proposed  on  which 
I-voold  spnm  at  peace  with  duteiD;  and  terms, 
5th  Con.— 81 
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moiieover,  whereto,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  many 
persons  in  this  country,  and  the  authors  and  agent 
of  this  mission  among  the  rest,  would  be  willing 
to  accede.   There  may  even  be  many  honest  and 
worthy  people  here  who  would  approve  of  and- 
propose,  if  in  their  power,  tmns  which  1  should 
think  it  my  most  sacred  duty  to  reject.   Id  out' 
late  struggle  with  England  were  there  no  persona^' 
I  will  even  say  were  there  no  well-meaning,  wor-  ■ 
thy  persons,  wno  would  gladly  havesubmitted  to, or 
proposed  termsof  peace,  from  which  the  gentleman 
from  Vi^oia  wonld  have  turned  with  disdain  f^' 
No  doubt  there  were.   The  truth  is,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  know  it,  that  peace  is  desii»<  - 
ble  only  in  proportion  to  the  terms  whereon  it' 
can  be  obtained.   If  those  terms  are  submissioi^ 
or  the  surrender  of  esseotial  rights,  then  peace  ia«' 
curse  instead  of  a  blessing.   To  judge  of  these 
terms  is  the  business  of  the  Government,  and  of* 
it  alone ;  and  if,  in  this  business,  it  suffers  self- ' 
constituted  individuals  or  bodies  to  interfere,  it 
blindly  and  foolishly  signs  the  transfer  of  its  func- 
tions into  the  hands  of  the  firat  bold  and  unprtnbi- 
pled  faction  that  may  choose  to  usurp  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  indeed,  admits 
that,  if  the  envoy  went  to  mvite  war  instead  of 
securing  peace,  it  would  be  highly  criminal;  and 
in  this  admission  he  has  given  the  death  blow  to 
his  own  i)riDciple;  for,  when  the  envoy  zoes  for 
'the  ostensible  purpose  of  securing  peace,  now  are 
we  to  be  assured  that  the  real,  though  secret  pur- 
pose, is  not  to  invite  war?  War  may  hajmen 
to  suit  a  faction  better  than  peace;  and,  in  that' 
case,  they  would  send  an  envoy  to  invite  or  to 
hasten  it ;  but  they  would  never  avow  this  object. 
It  would  be  too  odious.  Therefore,  the  mission 
would  be  covered  under  the  plausible  pretext  of 
securing  peace.  The  public  and  ostensible  actS" 
of  the  agent  would  wear  this  complexion.  His 
secret  neeotiations  would  point  to  the  other  ob- 
ject. If  the  practice  be  admitted,  who  shall  guard- 
us  against  this  perversion  of  it  1  Who  shall  assure ' 
us  that  these  self-constituted  misnonaries  of  peace 
will  not  be  inviters  and  guides  of  invasion  1  Who ' 
shall  assure  us  that  the  very  embassy  now  in  ques- 
tion had  not  this  for  its  real  object  ?  that  the  efr* 
voy,  instead  of  the  language  which  I  formerly 
stti^osed  him  to  hare  held  to  the  Directory,  did 
not  address  them  to  this  effect :  "  Now  is  you 
time^  lose  not  a  moment;  the  spirit  of  the  natioB 
is  rismg  ;  vigorous  [ttepuations  are  going  on ;  « 
smalt  force,  aided  by  your  partv  in  America,  may 
now  suffice ;  but  if  you  delay  loag,  the  enterprise 
will  become  very  dimcult,  perhaps  impracticable. 
In  a  short  time  the  nation  will  be  in  arms,  and 
your  party,  without  timely  and  efficacious  asnst- 
aoce,  will  be  entirely  broken."  In  many  situa- 
tions, which  may  readily  be  imagined,  this  would ' 
be  the  natural  secret  language  of  the  missionary 
of  a  faction,  whose  efforts  to  prevent  defensive 
preparations  might  be  as  great,  and  whose  outcry 
about  "  peace,"  might  be  as  loud  as  those  we  hftre 
witnessed  during  the  last  two  years.  • 

The  gentleman  from  Peimsylvania,  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin,) who  proceeds  with  more  eautiim,  has  not 
ventured  to  justify  this  misnoo,  direetly,  but  he 
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has  done  it  in  a  more  complete,  thongh  indirect 
manner.  He  has  contended  that  the  impropriety 
of  such  acts  must  be  estimated  by  the  object  for 
which  they  are  done.  If  that  object  be,  in  an  ab- 
stract view,  innocent  or  laudable,  the  act  may  be 

i'ostified.  This  amounts  to  the  old  Jesuitical  and 
acobiD  principle  adrerted  to  by  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis.)  "that  tbeeod  justifies 
the  means;"  a  principle  which,  in  its  application 
to  homao  afiairs,  is  the  most  wicked  and  mischier- 
008  that  the  heart  of  man  ever  imagined.  Let  a 
man  once  be  conrinced  of  this  principle,  and  he  is 
immediately  freed  from  every  moral  or  religious 
restraint,  from  all  the  ties  of  nature,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity.  He  is  himself  to  jud^e  whether 
the  eod  be  a  good  one ;  and  this  decision  will  be 
'  wvordiDg  to  his  |>assions  and  bis  interests.  The 
means  are  then  laid  open  before  him.  There  are. 
(at  instaoce,  man^  persons  in  this  country  who 
Chink  it  a  most  desirable  objwt  to  procure  a  change 
of  Administration  and  of  system  in  our  Gorem- 
ment.  Conrince  them  of  the  truth  of  this  prin- 
ciple, "  thatf  if  the  object  be  a  good  one,  the  acts 
done  to  attain  it  may  be  justified in  other  words, 
"  that  the  means  are  justified  by  the  end  ;**  and 
whether  they  will  employ  assassination,  insurrec- 
tion, foreign  influence,  or  foreign  force,  or  all  of 
them  togeiher,  becomes  a  question,  not  of  moral- 
ity, but  of  mere  expediency.  '  Of  all  the  engines 
employed  by  the  modern  oyerturners  of  society, 
this  principle  has  acted  with  the  most  destructive 
efficacy ;  and.  accordingly,  it  is  preached  with  the 
greatest  zeal  by  all  the  modem  apostles  of  insar- 
rectiou. 

The  raitleman  from  Peniurlrania  has  enter- 
tained uie  Hoose,  and  amused  himself,  with  some 
very  ingeoions  distioctioDi  about  the  technical 
meaninf^  of  the  word  "  n^otiation."  An  agent 
of  this  kind,  he  says,  caiiDOt  negotiate,  because  to 
negotiate  is  to  conclude  a  treaty,  which -such  an 
agent  could  not  do.  It  must,  however,  be  observed, 
CbAt  the  word  "  nesotiate,"  is  not  used  io  the  reso- 
lution which  speaks  of  corresponding  with  any 
foreign  Qovemment,  or  any  subject  in  dispute 
between  such  Qovemment  and  this  country.  Be- 
sides, even  if  the  technical  diplomatic  meantog  of 
the  word  "  negotiate,"  were  such  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  slated,  which  is  by  no 
means  the  case,  yet  we  know  that  its  common  ac- 
ceptation, in  ordinary  discourse,  is  to  propose  a 
plan  on  any  subject,  to  discuss  that  plan,  settfe  its 
terms,  and  arraoge  its  various  stipulations.  In 
this  sense,  an  agent  of  this  kind  might  negotiate 
a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power ;  might  admit  into 
it  conditions  wholly  incompatible,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  with  the  good  of  the  coontry ; 
might  bring  it  and  offer  it  to  the  Government  for 
acceptance;  and  should  the  Qovemment  refuse 
it,  however  wisely,  might  publish  it  to  the  people, 
and  employ  it  as  an  instrument  of  faction  to  ex- 
cite discontent,  deprive  the  Gkivernment  of  public 
confidence,  and  force  it,  hy  these  means,  to  a  rain- 
ous  treaty,  repugnant  to' its  own  judgment,  and 
the  trae  interests  of  the  country.  All  this  might 
be  effected  by  such  a  mission,  notwithstanding  tfae 
ingenious  distinctions  of  the  gentleman  from  Peim- 


sylvania,  and  accarding  to  the  construction  which 
he  has  put  on  the  term  negotiate."  This,  indeed, 
is  the  very  course  that  would,  no -doubt,  be  pur- 
sued, as  being  most  likely  to  accomplish  the  views 
of  a  faction  connected  with  the  enemy  Govern- 
ment. It  is,  however,  only  one  out  of  nnmberlesa 
methods,  in  which  such  an  intercourse,  were  any 
Qovemment  weak  enough  to  permit  it,  might  be 
employed  for  its  destruction,  and  the  ruin  of  the 
country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas) 
has  resorted  to  a  very  singular  argument  to  prove 
that  he  and  his  political  friends  had  no  share  in 
contriving  this  mission,  and  that  the  envoy  must 
have  gone  on  his  own  footing.  "  We,"  said  the 
gentlnnaD,  "  have  made  no  use  of  the  success  of 
this  mission.  We  have  taken  no  advantage  of 
what  it  has  accomi^ished,  in  order  to  move  for  a 
repeal  or  suspension  of  any  of  those  meamret 
which  were  adopted  last  session  for  resisting 
France."  Tra&  the  gentleman  has  taken  no  such 
advantage  of  what  has  been  accomplished  by  this 
mission ;  and  for  this  he  had  a  very  good  reason, 
for  he  well  knows  that  nothing  was  accomplished. 
He  well  knows  that  this  weak,  sillv  projectj  pro- 
duced no  effect  whatever,  and  that  tne  few  trifling 
changes  made  by  France,  not  in  the  substance  of 
her  system,  for  in  that  she  has  made  none,  but  in 
the  mere  form  of  it,  io  her  language,  not  her  acts, 
either  took  place,  or  must  have  been  resolved  on^ 
before  this  wiee  envoy  arrived  in  France.  He 
further  knows,  though  I  have  not  yet  heard  him 
acknowledge  it,  that  this  change,  such  as  it  is,  pro- 
ceeds not  ^om  a  returning  sense  of  justice  in  the 
French  councils,  but  from  the  measures  adopted, 
and  the  spirit  displayed  in  this  eoantry ;  measures 
which  he  opposed  with  all  hb  might,  and  a  spirit 
which  he  did  everything  in  his  power  to  keep 
down.  Had  he  made  this  change  the  ground  <n 
a  motion  for  reversing  those  measures,  he  wdl 
knew  that  the  effect  already  produced  by  them 
would  have  been  urged  against  niin,  as  an  irresist- 
ible argument  for  their  continuation.  He  there- 
fore, very  wisely,  avoided  the  topic.  He  has 
very  pruaently  kept  silence  about  the  effects  of 
this  mission,  because  he  knows  that  it  had  no  ef- 
fect ;  and  if  I  were  to  judge  of  it  by  its  effects,  I 
sboiud  content  myself  with  laughing  at  it.  But, 
considered  in  its  principle,  and  the  consequences 
to  which  that  principle  leads,  it  becomes  a  ma  I  tar 
of  very  serious  consideratimi,  and  worthy  of  very 
vigilant  restraint 

I  must  now  pay  a  more  particular  attention  to 
the  last  speech  of^the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  GalIiAtin,)  and  I  will  begin  with  the 
avowal  which,  he  asserts,  I  have  made,  and  in 
which  he  so  greatly  triumphs.  According  to 
him,  I  have  avowed,  and  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  act,  and  who  he  is 
pleased  to  call  "  my  party,"  have  avowed,  by  my 
mouth,  that  their  object  all  along  has  been,  and  ia^ 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  war  against li'rance, 
for  the  purpose  of  crushing  and  destroying  their 
political  opponents.  This  is  the  avowal  which, 
according  to  that  gentleman,  I  have  explicitly 
made.  Let  us  see  how  it  is  made  out.   When  I 
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Ittd  the  boDor  last  of  addressing  the  House,  I  stated. 

that,  admitiiog  the  Freoeh  Qovemment  to  have 
a  partf  here,  as  it  has  all  along  asserted,  that  par- 
tT,  obserriog  the  rising  spirit  and  indigaation  of 
the  country,  would  naturally  be  led  to  conclude, 
that  a  perseverance  by  France  in  the  same  course 
of  offensive  and  outrageous  conduct,  would  speed- 
ily produce  an  open  war,  a  natural  and  necessary 
eonsequence  of  which  would  be,  to  deprive  France 
of  all  interest  and  influeuce  in  this  country,  and  to 
orerwhelm  themselves,  and  her  partisans,  in  a  storm 
of  public  iodigaatloD  and  odium.  I  further  stated, 
that  this  party,  admitting  it  to  exist,  would  natu- 
rally be  led,  by  these  reflections,  to  take  steps  for 
preTailing  on  France  to  change  her  cooduct,  at 
least,  so  far  as  to  preserve  appearances ;  and  for 
this  end  they  would,  probably,  send  an  eovoy, 
and  inatrnct  him  to  hold  such  and  such  laoguage." 
These  were  the  observations  from  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  extracted  the  admission  wherein  he 
so  greatly  triumphs,  an  admission  whereby,  not 
only  I  myself,  but  what  he  thinks  proper  to  call 
my  parlyiare  to  be  convicted  of  laboring  to  bring 
about  a  French  war  I  To  insist  that  a  French 
party,  if  one  there  he,  as  the  French  inform  us, 
must  see  its  own  destruction  in  a  war,  is  to  admit, 
according  to  this  ingenious  reasoner,  that  another 
party,  opposed  to  this,  does  wish,  and  has  labored 
for  a  war,  in  order  to  destroy  it!  Really,  if  this 
is  a  specimen  of  the  offeosive  war  wherewith  we 
are  threatened  by  that  gentleman,  his  attacks  will 
excite  more  smiles  than  apprehensions  in  those 
against  whom  they  are  to  be  directed.  Unless  he 
cap  bring  belter  forces  than  these  into  the  field, 
this  new  Hoche,  when  he  has  arrived,  by  some 
accident,  within  sight  of  our  coasts,  will  find  him- 
self  happy  to  get  Mck  into  his  owo  port,  even  by 
the  friendly  aid  of  fogs  aud  storms. 

As  to  this  threat  of  an  oflensive  war,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  should  be  inclined  to  answer  it  m  the 
words  of  the  poet— 

**  Thm  is  no  teovor,  Camiu,  ia  thy  threats, 
For  wa  are  sna'd  ao  slnnig  in  honas^. 
That  Ibey  do  pass  us  as  tha  idle  whids. 
Which  we  regud  not." 

An  offensive  war!  That  gentleman  threatens 
that  he  will  carry  on  ao  offensive  war!  I  should 
reaUy  like  to  know  what  he  has  been  employed 
about  for  five  years  past.  Has  he,  or  have  his 
pditical  associates,  ever  omitted  any  opportunity 
of  making  personal  attacks  on  their  opponents, 
and  imputing  eVery  part  of  their  conduct  to  the 
vilest  motives?  Is  it  not  notorious  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  himself  is  more  remark- 
aUe  for  personal  attacks^  and  personal  reflections, 
than  any  member  on  this  floor,  and  in  every  bat- 
tle of  this  kind  has  uniformly  been  the  aggressor? 
Has  the  House  forgotten  his  behaviour  to  a  for- 
mer colleague  of  mine,  now  abroad,  whom  he 
first  accused  of  desiring  and  aiming  to  involve  the 
eonntry  in  war,  and,  when  my  colleague  denied 
the  charge,  told  him,  in  plain  terms,  that  he  did 
not  believe  him?  Has  the  House  forgotten  how 
he,  on  another  occasion,  accused  the  same  gentle- 
man of  introducing  and  supporting  measures  by 
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the  orders  of  the  Executive?  Is  it  forgotten  how, 
for  two  years  together,  he  made  perpetual  and  im- 
provoked  personal  attacks  on  me,  which  I  bore  m* 
tiently,  in  hopes  that  they  would  at  length  oe 
discontinued;  and  how,  at  last,  he  went  so  far  as 
to  make  a  formal  speech  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  proving  that  no  attention  was  due  to  anything 
which  I  advanced?  Now,  when  those  who  sul^ 
mitted  so  long  to  his  attacks  find  it  necessary,  with 
a  slight  stroke  of  the  hand,  to  beat  him  away,  he 
raises  an  outcry,  as  if  unjustly  treated,  and  talks 
of  offensive  war !  I  would  advise  him.  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  review  his  forces  before  he  begins  the  campaign. 
If  he  feels  so  much  pain  from  those  gentle  touches 
which  he  has  hitherto  experienced,  let  him  reflect 
well  before  he  provokes  harder  blows,  from  which 
he  might  not  so  soon  recover. 

The  gentleman  threatens  to  hold  up  certain 
persons  in  their  true  colors,  and  expose  them  to 
the  public.  Whom  does  he  expect  to  frighten  by 
this  menace?  Let  me  remind  him,  before  he  be- 
gins, of  an  old  proverb,  on  which  he  will  do  well 
seriously  to  reflect,  "A  man  living  in  a  glass  house, 
should  never  throw  stones  at  his  neighbors."  The 
gentleman's  own  habitation  is  exceedingly  brittle. 
A  small  pebble  will  be  sufficient  to  demolish  it. 
Let  him,  therefore,  beware  how  he  rashly  pro- 
vokes a  retort. 

On  this  subject  of  motives,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me 
be  permitted  to  ask  what  description  of  p^ons  it 
is  who  discover  most  soreness  when  motives  are 
even  glanced  at?  Who  cry  out,  and  writhe,  and 
shrink,  with  their  bodies,  even  when  the  finger  is 
pointed  at  this  tender  part?  Let  those  answer 
who  have  attended  to  the  debates  of  this  House. 

As  to  the  question  of  aggression  on  this  subject, 
who  can  have  any  doubts  that  recolleets  the  course 
of  events  since  the  institution  of  this  Gk>vem- 
ment;  have  we  yet  forgotten  the  copious  and  filthy 
streams  of  abuse  habitually  poured  out  upon  the 
private  characters  of  those  persons  who  have  been 
concerned  in,  or  understood  lo  favor,  the  system 
of  administration  adopted  by  this  Government; 
the  vile  motives  ofbribery,  corruption,  speculation, 
and  foreign  influence,  to  which  their  conduct  has 
constantly  been  attributed?  Have  we  forgotten 
those  letters,  written  by  members  of  this  House, 
wherein  the  writer,  contrary  to  what  he  knew  to 
be  the  fact,  accuses  the  President  with  having  pro- 
vided for  his  own  son  at  the  public  expense;  and 
points  out  members  of  the  House,  by  name,  as 
servants  of  the  Executive,  acting  solely  from  the 
expectation  of  reward?  Have  we  forgotten  how 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  accused  my  for- 
mer colleague  of  coming  with  a  commission  in 
his  pocket  to  vote  for  his  owo  salary?  A  calumny 
which  was  instantly  refuted  from  the  most  authen- 
tic documents.  Did  not  that  gentleman,  to  speak 
once  more  of  myself,  lately  accuse  me,  when  I 
moved  for  the  puolication  of  certain  laws,  with 
acting  not  from  a  wish  to  diffuse  information, 
(which  I  had  declared  to  be  my  motive,)  but  from 
a  desire  to  play  off  a  party-trick  and  draw  my 
opponents  into  an  unpopular  step?  Did  he  not 
even  now  make  a  similar  charge  against  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  who  brought  forward 
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the  present  motioa?  And  ^et,af^te^  thus  charging 
members,  in  plain  terms,  with  the  vilest  hypocrisy, 
he  make-i  loud  complaints  about  motives! 

Mr.  H.  then  offered  to  read  the  letter  to  Mazzei, 
as  a  proof  that  the  most  illiberal  and  unqualified 
accusations,  on  the  subject  of  motives,  had  lon^ 
been  deliberately  circulated  a^iost  the  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  Admin istratioo,  but  the  Speaker 
declared  it  to  be  out  of  order.  And  he  concluded 
with  repeating  his  admoQition  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  to  reflect 
well  before  he  commenced  a  war  to  which  bis 
forces  were  so  unequal,  and  from  which  he  had 
ao  much  more  to  dread  than  to  hope. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  having  obtained  leave  to  speak 
a  third  time  to  the  same  question,  ackaowledged 
that  many  of  his  remarks  yesterday  were  of  a 
general  nature,  and  not  perfectly  applicable  to  the 
question  under  consideration;  but  he  had  been 
compelled  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  himself,  who,according  to  his  usual  habit, 
had  left  the  question,  in  order  to  introduce  a  gen~ 
eral  declamation  upon  the  supposed  motives  and 
actions  of  gentlemen  who  differ  from  him  in 
opinion.  It  was  some  of  those  general  remarks 
which  he  called  offensive  war,  because  it  was  a 
deviation  from  the  manner  tn  which  he  himself 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  debating  questioos  before 
this  House,  andf  notwithiitandiDg  what  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  insinuated  to  the 
eoQtraryjhe  believed  it  would  be  allowed  that  the 
mauner  m  which  he  argued  upon  any  proposition 
was  as  unexceptionable  as  that  of  any  other  mem- 
ber. It  was  ni.t-his  custom  to  depart  from  a  ques- 
tioQ  under  discussion;  still  less  had  he  done  it, 
and  that  times  without  number,  as  that  gentleman 
had  done,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  declama- 
tion on  the  conduct  and  motives,  not  of  one  man, 
but  on  all  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion  with 
respect  to  his  favorite  measures.  By  offensive 
war,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  mean  personal  attack; 
but  a  retaliation  of  that  kind  of  attack  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  himself  made. 
If  that  member  thought  proper  to  misrepresent  the 
motives  of  the  party  opposed  to  him,  he  would 
himself  retaliate,  not  b^  personality,  nor  by  vague 
assertions,  but  by  bringmg  forth  facts  to  snow  the 
tme  motives  of  the  party  to  which  that  gentleman 
belongs.  As  to  the  penonal  attacks,  said  Mr.  O., 
vbich  he  states  I  have  made  upon  him,  what  are 
they?  That  I  have  charged  that  gentleman  two 
years  ago  with  not  understanding  the  subject  of 
revenue.  Is  this,  said  Mr.  G.,  personality?  Cer- 
tainly not.  How  could  I  resist  an  aigument  on 
the  subject  of  revenue,  made  by  that  gentleman, 
better  than  by  showing  that  he  does  not  under- 
stand the  subject,  if  that  is  true?  And  I  think,  in- 
deed, the  gentleman  ought  to  be  obliged  to  me  for 
having  told  him  so;  because  it  led  him  to  attend 
to  the  subject,  and  I  believe  he  understands  it  much 
better  now  than  he  did  then.  Mr.  G.  said  that, 
unconscious  as  he  was  of  having  made  any  personal 
attack  upon  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
or  any  other,  he  should  not,  however,  be  deterred, 
OB  a  proper  occasion,  from  carrying  into  effect 
that  fand  of  oSensive  war  fae  alluded  to,  from  that 
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investigation  of  the  b'ue  motives  of  that  gentle> 
man's  party,  by  any  threats  of  personal  retaliation, 
especially  from  that  gentleman.  Of  whatever 
materials  his  house  niigbt  be  composed,  it  was  at 
least  proof  against  any  pebble  which  that  gentle- 
man might  cast  against  it.  He  believed  that  both, 
his  private  and  political  character,  when  conor 
pared  with  that  of  tbat  member,  were  not  in  much 
danger  of  being  hurt  by  any  insinuations  coming 
from  that  quarter. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
said  that  it  is  not  customary  for  him  to  ascribe 
wrong  motives  or  to  misrepresent  the  aetioos  of 
his  opponents.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  make 
a  few  remarks  upon  what  has  fallen  from  him  in 
the  course  of  the  present  debate.  What  were  his 
arguments  or  assertions  yesterday  ?  They  were 
these.  "  It  is  impossible,"  said  he,  "that  the  person 
who  went  to  France  should  have  gone  of  his  own 
accord — tbat  he  could  hare  been  so  silly  and  vain, 
since  fae  could  not  possibly  expect  to  produce  auy 
effect ;  therefore,  he  must  have  been  sent  by  other 
persons,  and  have  taken  credentials  with  him.  He 
orings  no  proof  of  this,  or  that  he  was  sent,  or 
authorized ;  but  it  must  be  believed,  because  he 
chooses  to  suppose  it."  This  Mr.  G.  considered 
as  one  of  those  general  attacks  which  it  would  be 

E roper  to  repel.  But  the  gentleman  does  not  stop 
ere.  The  person  who  went  to  France^ according 
to  his  assertion,  was  sent  there  by  individuals  who 
gave  him  credentials.  And  who  are  these  indi- 
viduals ?  They  are  a  party  in  the  United  States 
which  the  gentleman  chooses  to  call  a  French 
rarty — a  party,  he  tells  the  world,  upoa  which  the 
French  depend  for  assistance  to  enslave  this  coun- 
try ;  and  the  gentleman  proceeded  to  inform  the 
House  what  must  have  been  the  language  of  this 
parly,  through  their  agent,  to  the  French  Direc- 
tory. And  this  Is  the  ground  which  the  gentle- 
man takes  to  show  the  necessity  of  passing  this 
resolution.  This*  was  not  the  first  time,  Mr.  O. 
said,  that  arguments  of  this  kind  had  been  brought 
forward  to  support  propositions  which  had  no  other 
foundation  but  that  g^tleman's  own  fertile  ima- 
gination. This  is  the  kind  of  attack  which  he 
meant  to  repel. 

When  the  gentleman  comes  forward,  said  Mr. 
G.,  and  tells  you  that  the  individuals,  generally 
speaking,  with  whom  he  differs  in  opinion^  ajre  a 
French  party ;  when  he  tells  you  it  is  the  view  of 
that  party  to  revolutiouize  this  country }  that  there 
is  a  modern  system  which  they  mean  to  carry  into 
effect  by  means  of  foreign  aid,  am  I  not  right,  nid 
Mr.  G.,  in  attributing  tbexe  assertions  to  a  desiga 
in  that  gentleman  to  support  a  system  of  alarm 
which  he  wished  to  exist  m  this  country?  Nay,  on 
this  very  day,  that  gentleman,  following  the  gen- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  has  gone  upon  ground 
nearly  similar.  He  has  said  that  the  oppose  of 
this  resolution  support  a  Jesuitical  or  Jacobin- 
ical doctrine ;  that  the  eod  of  a  thing  justifies  the 
means  by  which  it  is  accomplished.  This  doc- 
trine, said  Mr.  G.,  so  contrary  to  every  principle 
of  integrUy,  is  charged  upon  us  without  the  least 
proof.  What  dfies  this  mean,  but  that  all  thosa 
who  oppose  this  resolution,  and  all  others  of  Re- 
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pablteaa  opiDion,  are  deficient  in  iatejE^ity,  and 
erer^tliiDe  sacred  ?  Who  has  ever  said  that  the 
•end  justifies  the  means  hj  which  it  is  attained? 
Has  ii  been  said  hy  any  member  opposed  to  this 
Tesoliition  that  tt  was  wrong  in  this  person  first  to 
act,  but  that,  if  eood  effects  were  produced,  the 
wrong  onght  to  be  orerlooked  7  No  such  tniog. 
It  had  been  on  the  contrary  said,  that  if  there  was 
BO  criminality  in  the  act,  no  bad  intention,  and  no 
bad  efiect  produced,  the  whole  was  innocent.  It 
had  never  been  said,  that  provided  the  effect  was 

rid,  though  (he  act  was  crimioat,  it  ought  not  to 
punished ;  but  that  the  act  itself  was  not  crimi- 
ihlI  ;  and  that'tbe  resolution  ought  to  be  coufiaed 
to  the  punishment,  not  of  any  correspondence  whai- 
erer,  but  of  criminal  correspondence  only;  whilst 
hs  supporters  insist  that  every  act  of  that  kind, 
howerer  innocent  in  itself,  ought  to  be  punished, 
because  the  effect  might  be  mischievoqs. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  as  he  was  up,  he  now  would  con- 
aider  some  other  arguments  which  had  been  used 
in  faTOr  of  this  resolution.  The  gentleman  from 
Uassachusetts  has  said  that  it  was  right  to  lay  this 
'Ksolation  upon  the  table;  and  his  argument  in 
fiiror  of  it  was,  that  it  had  been  understood,  at  the 
b^inning  of  this  session,  that  it  was  intended  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  to  repeal  the  alien  and 
sedifioo  laws,  and  that,  then,  gentlemen  would  of 
eoarse  bring  forward  every  argument  to  influence 
the  passions  of  the  public,  and  that  therefore  the 
friends  of  the  present  resolution  bad  thought  it 
right  to  give  the  first  blow,  and  choose  their  own 
ground  to  fight  upon.  This,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  an 
acknowledgment  that  this  propositiou  is  nothing 
more  than  a  manoeuvre,  and  justifies  what  I  have 
alreadtr  said,  that  the  friends  of  the  alien  and  se- 
dition hilb  chose  rather  to  attack  us  on  this  ground 
dun  to  wait  till  a  proposition  for  a  reped  of  those 
laws  is  brought  forward,  where  they  feel  we  must 
hare  the  advantage.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  gflve  credit 
to  gentlemen  for  having  selected' this  grouud,  as 
the  resolution  has  sometuing  specious  on  the  face 
of  it.  It  is  a  good  mansurre;  but  it  is  neverthe- 
less a  inanceuvre,  according  to  gentlemen*s  own 
acknowledgment. 

In  support,  however,  of  the  proposition,  the  same 
gentleman  has  told  us  that  it  was  at  least  very 
ukely  that  if  (be  person  who  was  lately  in  France 
had  ever  risked  anything  in  writing,  or  in  public, 
everytbingsaid  or  written  had  been  extremely  pro- 
per in  itself — such  as  no  person  need  be  ashamed 
^and  such  as  would  rather  operate  his  favor, 
when  known,  than  otherwise.  At  the  same  time, 
he  remarked  that  we  do  not  know  the  subjects  of 
hia  private  conversations  with  the  members  of  the 
French  €}ovenmient;  so  that  all  his  ostensible  acts 
were  right,  and  all  his  secret  ones  wrong.  Now, 
said  Mr.  G.,  if  a  law  is  passed  on  this  subject,  it 
■«an  only  have  effect  upon  ostensible  correspond- 
enee ;  and  yet,  the  gentleman  says  that  ostensible 
aets  will  always  be  right.  Mr.  G.  believed  the 
gentleman  had  told  the  House  what  was  true;  and 
that  If  any  person  wished  to  carry  on  a  criminal 
correspondence  with  a  foreign  Government,  they 
'will  do  it  secretly,  and  not  in  the  open  manner  in 
'wiuch  the  gentleman  alluded  to  has  lately  done. 
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He  believed  the  publicity  of  this  proceeding  is  the 
best  a^meut  in  its  lavor.  He  spoke,  however, 
only  from  conjecture ;  when  he  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  that  business,  it  was  possible  he 
might  be  obliged  to  condemn  it. 

When  be  had  heretofore  attacked  (his  resolution, 
it  was  said  he  had  attacked  its  details  only,  and 
not  its  pinciple;  yet  those  details  made  up  die 
whole  ot  the  resolution.  Mr.  G.  here  repeated  the 
objections^  which  he  bad  before  slated,  to  the  reso* 
lution,  insisting  that  no  UQauthorized  individual 
could  usurp  the  Executive  authority,  and  that  a 
distinction  was  not  made  between  private  corres- 
pondence and  public  negotiation.  Mr.  G.  said  he 
had  also  made  a  distinction  between  an  individual 
acting  on  his  own  account  and  a  person  being 
sent  to  a  foreign  Government  bv  a  party.  He 
thought  (his  distinction  correct.  If  a  person,  from 
enthusiasm  or  any  other  cause,  not  criminal,  un- 
dertook to  open  a  correspondence  with  a  foreign 
Government,  not  intended  to  defeat  any  negotia- 
tion of  the  Government,  or  to  involve  the  country 
in  a  war,  or  to  invite  ibreign  aggression,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  he  perfectly  innocent ;  but,  if  a 
combination  of  men  were  to  combine  thetnselves 
as  a  party  against  the  Government  of  their  country, 
and  for  that  purpose  select  an  Envoy  in  order  to 
negotiate  for  them,  he  should  consider  such  con- 
duct as  highly  improper. 

A  gentleman  from  Connecticut  made  use  of  an 
argument  yesterday  which  had  not  been  noticed. 
He  said  that  a  foreign  nation  who  means  to  con- 
fer a  benefit  upon  another  nation,  will  never  nego- 
tiate with  an  unauthorized  individuaL;  that,  if  one 
Government  was  disposed  to  treat  with  another, 
they  would  for  ever  reject  the  interference  of  pri- 
vate individuals;  and  that,  when  a  Government 
opens  a  correspondence  with  an  individual,  it  showa 
upon  the  face  of  the  transaction  a  want  of  sincerity 
to  obtain  the  object  in  view;  and  that  the  Freaeh 
Government,  therefore^  having  lent  an  ear  to  an 
individual  American  citizen,  had  shown  a  want  of 
its  sincertiy ;  that  it  is  always  criminal  to  hold 
such  a  correspondence,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
restrained.  But  did  the  gentleman  who  laid  this 
doctrine  down  perceive  whither  it  would  lead  to? 
If  it  be  criminal  for  an  individual  to  negotiate 
with  a  Government,  is  it  not  equally  criminal  in 
a  Qovemment  to  negotiate  or  correspond  with  an 
individual?  If  it  beso.  andalsoa  proof  of  a  want 
of  sincerity,  how  will  tub  apply  to  the  coufluctof 
our  Government?  Take  the  resolution  upon  the 
table,  and  transfer  it  on  that  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  and  it  will  appear  in  the  shape  of  a  law 
for  punisning  Messrs.  X  and  Y  for  carrying  on  an 
unauthorized  correspondence  with  the  American 
Government  through  our  Commissiooers.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  our  Envoys  did  open  a  cor- 
respondence with  X  and  Y;  one  of  them  averred 
that  he  was  not  an  agent  of  the.  French  Govern- 
ment, and  that  he  had  no  object,  except  that  of  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  taat, 
when  they  opened  that  negotiation,  they  had  no 
proof  that  even  the  other  was  authorized.  Would 
It  be  said,  then^  that  our  Government  was  not  sin- 
cere in  their  wishes  to  obtain  peace,  from  their  hav- 
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io^  carried  on  soch  a  correspoodeace  ?  Mr.  G. 
said,  as  he  did  not  agree  ia  the  doctrine,  he  did  not 
agree  in  the  conclusion.  He  beliered  there  were 
cases  in  which  GoTernments  are  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  indirect  means  of  negotiation;  and  as 
our  CoEpmisioners  were  not  accepted,  perhaps  it 
was  right  for  them  to  do  as  they  did,  in  order  to 
get  finutf  heard  the  GtorenimenL  Id  the  same 
manner,  after  all  wtereourse  had  been  cut  off  be- 
tween the  two  cotmtjies,  the  French  Goremment 
might  correspond  with  an  Amerieao  citizen  in 
France,  wiihoat  giving  any  evideoceof  their  insin- 
ceritr.  Whethtr  they  had  done  so,  or  not,  he 
eonla  not  say :  their  actions  must  show. 

The  same  gentleman  spoke  of  what  he  called  the 
diplomatic  skill  of  France.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  had 
long  been  a  favorite  expression — to  him  it  always 
appeared  ridiculous,  becausej  if  any  nation  has 

Siren  proof  of  their  want  of  wisdoni,  in  this  respect, 
le  French  have  done  it  in  their  diplomatic  inter- 
course with  this  country.  Amoogsl  all  the  foreign 
Ministers  who  have  been  sent  to  this  country,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  none  have  evinced  so 
Utile  diplomatic  skill  as  those  of  the  French  Re- 
pabUe.  The  French  appeared  to  him  to  have, 
in  their  enthiuiasm  at  first,  and  then  in  the  intox- 
ication of  Tictorv,  very  unwisely  set  aside  those 
rules  which  had  oeen  adopted  by  all  other  nations 
in  their  mutual  intercourse,  and,  in  so  doing,  they 
had  been  guilty,  in  his  opinion,  not  of  a  display  of 
diplomatic  skill,  but  of  ^egious  folly.  They  had 
made  a  most  curious  display  of  diplomatic  skill  in 
having  called  home  their  Minister  from  this  coun- 
try, and  in  having  sen  t  back  ours  unaccepted.  So 
that,  though  there  is  in  this  country,  according  to 
the  representations  of  certain  gentlemen,  a  part^ 
ready  to  join  the  French  nation  in  any  of  their 
schemes  a^inst  this  country,  and  although  the 
French  wish  to  countenance  and  promote  that 
party,  they  have  themselves  cut  on  every  means 
of  correspondence  through  which  those  domestic 
traitors  might  have  carried  on  their  nefarious  pro- 
jects, withont  any  suspicion  whatever. 

But,  Mr.  G.  believed  it  was  immaterial  to  us 
whether  the  French  have  diplomatic  skill,  or  not — 
whether  their  riewsunon  this  country  are  inimical, 
or  not,  as  it  respects  this  resolution.  He  had  him- 
self never  been  alarmed  (as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  expressed  himself  to  be)  from 
the  view  of  what  has  passed  in  other  countries. 
He  had  not  been  alarmed,  because  he  considered 
the  internal  situation  of  this  country,  and  our  dis- 
tance from  Europe,  as  two  sufficient  safeguards. 
He  considered  our  internal  situation  to  m  such 
(divided  in  opinion  as  we  unforiunatdy  are)  as 
not  to  admit  the  supposition-  that  there  can  be  a 

a in  this  country  disposed  to  make  any  change 
e  form  of  Government  which  we  have  the 
happiness  to  ei^oy.  There  are,  said  he,  I  know, 
men  in  this  country  who  are  dissatisfied  with  some 
of  the  measures  of  the  Administration,  and  not 
only  with  the  measures  of  the  Adminbtration,  but 
also  with  some  of  the  aets  of  Congress;  but  the 
remedy  which  they  wiA  and  seek  for  is  not  a 
reTolatioD,  but  by  the  means  pmnted  out  by  the 
ConstituUott— by  enlightening  the  minds  of  the 
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people,  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  with  re- 
spect to  their  true  interests;  by  convincing  them 
that  certain  measures  are  wrong,aod  by  persuading 
them  to  effect  a  change  in  these  measures,  by  means 
of  Sections.  Any  other  change  which  could  be 
accomplished,  would,  undoubtedly,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  bad  said,  "  Plunge  a  dac- 
ger  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  supported  as  wdl 
as  those  who  opposed,  it  1"  No  man  in  this  coun- 
try can  possiUy  have  an  interest  in  changing  the 
Constitution.  Men  who  generally  enjoy  mdepen- 
dence,or  more  than  independence,  (which  is  mostly 
the  ease  in  that  part  of  Uie  oonntry  where  some  of 
the  measures  of  Government  are  most  condemned,) 
have  nothing  to  hope  from  such  a  change.  They 
may  wish  to  see  other  persons  in  the  stdministrar 
tion  of  Government,  but  would  never  consent  to 
any  revolutionary  risk  to  obtain  this  end. 

And  if  there  are  no  men  in  this  country  who 
wish  to  effect  a  revolution,  said  Mr.  G.,  still  less 
are  there  any  who  wish  for  foreign  aid  to  assist 
them  in  such  a  work.  But  if  they  did,  how  was 
it  to  be  obtained  7  Did  not  our  distance  from  Eu- 
rope, and  the  want  of  naval  resources  of  that  atr 
tion  whose  interference  was  aimrehended,  seeate 
us  from  that  danger?  That  alarm  appeared  to 
him  too  ridiculous  for  serious  considerauon. 

Mr.  G.  had  already  observed,  that  if  any  law 
were  passed  upon  this  subject  it  ought  to  be  found- 
ed  upon  a  resolution  which  should  define  what  is 
criminal,  and  what  is  not }  and  he  was  not  con- 
firmed in  this  opinion  by  any  nation  ever  having 
passed  a  taw  of  the  nature  of  the  one  now  proposed. 
He  recollected  having  seen  printed,  during  the  late 
war,  a  correspondence  between  an  English  subject 
and  an  agent  of  France,  on  the  subject  of  the  dif- 
ference Mtween  the  two  countries;  and  he  recw- 
lected  that,  on  a  triid  for  treason,  it  had  been  stated, 
that  where  a  correspondence  tends  to  lead  an  ene- 
my to  desist  from  their  violence  against  the  conn- 
try  to  which  the  correspondent  belongs,  ^ 
far  from  being  criipinal  Uiat  it  is  wwlhy  « 
praise. 

He  had  never  heard  of  a  nation  legislating  on  the 
general  ground  proposed ;  and  though  it  has  been 
said,  that  when  a  bill  ia  reported,  it  will  be  more 
defined,  gentlemen,  by  their  anuments,  tell  tis  the 
reverse;  for  they  say  that  any  tindof  corresponi^ 
ence  ought  to  be  punished.  Mr.  G.  menuoned 
this  on  account  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  by  saying,  that  he  was  seon- 
ble  that  the  ground  selected  by  gentlemen  for  this 
debate  was  a  specious  one,  and  had  been  selected 
with  sagacity ;  that  it  was  such  an  one  as  it  would 
have  been  most  prudent  not  to  have  opposed  them 
on.  And  if  this  had  been  merely  a  declaratcvy 
opinion,  unconnected  with  any  law,  be  would  haw 
suffered  it  to  pass  over  without  remark ;  bat  when 
he  raw  it  was  to  be  the  foundation  of  a  penal  l^i 
whatever  advantage  gentlemen  mav  take  of  the 
opposition  to  alarm  the  public  mind,  ne  considered 
it  a  duty,  which  he  cotild  not  abandon,  to  oppose 
it  in  every  shape.  If  the  reulution  was  howerer 
adopted,  and  if,  when  the  bill  is  reported,  it  sbtwd 
be  nee  from  the  olgections  which  hn  had  bntvv 
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a^iost  the  reaolutioa,  he  should  then  withdraw 
fau  opposition. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAMB  said,  that,  notwithstaDding  the 
declaratioii  of  theseotleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
he  did  BOt  think  his  oppositioa  to  this  resolution 
would  warrant  a  belief  ofit;  because  his  arguments 
went  to  justify,  not  only  the  late  transaction,  but  to 
lay  it  down  as  a  maxim  that  any  person  whatever 
may  do  the  same  thing.  He  thought  gentlemen 
would  have  done  well  to  have  taken  the  advice  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  reserved  their 
objeotions  until  the  bill  was  rqmrted;  but  they 
hare  ehoaen  a  eoutiarjr  course,  and  determined  to 
oppoee  the  principle  in  all  its  stages.  During  the 
lut  aeaii(n,  the  House  was  employed  for  four  we^ 
in  diacttsang  the  propriety  of  sending  certain  Mio- 
isten  alvoad.  Gentlemen  were  for  having  few  or 
nme^bnt  now  they  are  in  favor  of  any  individual 
who  chooses  to  become  a  negotiator.  If,  said  Mr. 
W.,  we  mean  to  preserve  our  Constitution  and 
Government,  an  innovation  of  this  kind  ought  to 
be  strictly  guarded  against.  It  is  derogatory  to  a 
Republican  Grovernmeot,  contiaued  he,  tc^  see  it 
announced  in  a  foreign  paper  that  an  Envoy  has 
arrived  from  the  United  States,  but  afterwards  con- 
tradicted and  said  to  be  a  person  come  to  treat, 
but  luauihorized  by  the  Government.  It  would 
appear  that  the  Government  of  any  country  which 
would  treat  with  such  a  j>erson  roust  despise  the 
principles  of  Republieanism ;  because  everything 
gone  contrary  to  the  will  of  a  majority  is  coi)trary 
to  Republican  principles. 

Our  Government  sent  Commissioners  to  France 
to  treat,  but  the  French  Directory  refused  to  treat 
with  tbem.  Certain  gentlemen  then  say  they  will 
send  a  man  themselves — for  no  one  can  believe 
that  the  person  went  of  his  own  accord.  He  be- 
lieved no  gentleman  could  say  so.  And  if  he  did 
not  go  by  his  own  authority,  by  what  authority  did 
he  go?  It  must  have  been  an  authority  directly 
opposed  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  Mr.  W.  sup- 
posed the  opposition  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  given  to  this  resolatioo,  had  car- 
ried bim  farther  than  he  intended.  He  had  said 
that  the  resolution  carried  a  declaration  of  war  on 
the  face  of  it.  Was  not  this  sending  out  unneces- 
sary alarm  to  the  people  1  Certainly  it  was.  And 
vrtut  was  it  followed  witht  Tlutt  a  standing 
anny  was  found  to  be  necessary  to  destroy  the  re- 
maining liberties  of  the  people.  What,  said  Mr. 
W.,  gave  rise  to  this  standing  army  1  What,  but 
the  opposition  of  these  very  gentlemen !  Had  they 
not  inflamed  the  minds  otthe  people,  procured 
public  meetings,  and  at  length  pixiduced  an  insur- 
rection in  the  coimtry  1  By  this  conduct,  they 
have  put  the  country  to  vast  unnecessary  expense ; 
even  the  present  debate,  which  they  had  been  the 
cause  o^  would  cost  the  public  a  large  sum.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  oppositiou  of  these  gentlemen, 
lai^e  expenditures  would  have  been  saved  to  the 
nauon.  When  anything  like  a  measure  ot  defence 
is  supposed,  they  are  sure  to  arrest  its  progress,  by 
occasioning  a  long  debate.  And  yet  the  excessive 
expenditure  of  Government  is  always  attributed  to 
ita  friends  and  snpporten  i  whereas  the  venr  re- 
Tcrtt  is  the  fiuk  Bren  in  the  most  trifling  busi- 


ness,  day  after  day  is  taken  up  in  debate.  Why 
not  suffer  the  present  resolution  to  go  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  when  their  report  is  n^de,  the'subject 
could  be  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
He  hoped  every  gentleman  who  wi^es  to  support 
the  Coastitution  and  Government,  would  not  op- 

Kse  a  measure  intended  to  support  them.  He  be- 
ved  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  discriminat- 
ing between  criminal  correspondences  and  those 
which  are  innocemt.  Gentlemen  suppose  it  would 
be  a  happy  thing  if  an  individual  could  procure 
a  peace  for  the  country,  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Goveniment  to  obtain.  But,  said 
h^  suppose  two  countries  are  at  wan  and  a  pertf 
or  an  mdiridual  were  to  go  to  one  of  the  hostile  nft- 
tions  from  the  other,  ana  advise  them  to  continue 
the  war  for  a  certain  time  longer,  (when  they  would 
otherwise  be  disposed  to  make  peace,)  by  an  assur- 
ance that,  if  they  did  so.  their  enemy  would  surren- 
der atdiscretion.  Yet  this, itmight  besaid, was  un- 
dertaken from  the  best  motives.  If  an  uoauthoi^ 
ized  person  were  to  come  to  this  country  from 
France,  he  would  be  rejected  at  once :  and  France 
had  proved  herself  to  be  no  Repuluic,  by  actiqg 
differently,  and  paying  so  little  respect  to  repii? 
ticsn  principles. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
monition of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
generally  occupied  nnnecessariljr  as  much  time  as 
any  member  in  th«  House,  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  «i  this  question.  It  was  said  this  proposi- 
tion was  necessary  for  defence.  He  had  waited 
with  some  impatience  to  hear  what  sort  of  deffenee 
it  was  to  afford,  without  being  gratifinl.  At  the 
last  session,  it  was  said  that  certain  laws,  which 
had  since  proved  very  obnoxious,  were  intended 
as  objects  of  defence,  but  he  had  never  heard  df 
any  tbey  had  afforded,  and  this  measure  appeared 
to  be  of  thesame  description,  brought  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  anticipating  another  question,  viz :  a 
motion  for  repeating  the  alien  and  sedition  lawB. 
He  believed,  if  gentlemen  wished  to  provide  de- 
fence for  the  country,  they  must  do  it  by  means  of 
guns,  powder,  and  men,  and  not  fay  such  lam  as 
these. 

Mr.  M.,  said  he  had  heard  a  great  hue  and  cry 
against  a  French  party  in  this  country.  If  such  a 
parly  exists,  why  can  they  not  be  pointed  ont  ?  It 
might  as  wdl  be  said  that  then  is  a  British  party  hk 
thiseountry.  Hebelievedthereexistedfnllasmuch 
reason  for  saying  there  is  the  one  as  the  other.  His 
reason  for  thinking  so  waSj  that  ^reat  part  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country  is  carried  on  by  means 
of  British  capital,  and  British  subjecu  are  seen 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  toe  other.  And 
will  not  thf:<  capital,  and  these  persons,  produce  a 
British  interest  t  The  diplomatic  skill  of  Franc& 
Mr.  M.,  said,  was  continually  preached  up.  It  had 
been  clearly  sbown^  that  they  had  never  discov- 
ered any  of  this  skill  in  sending  Ministers  here. 
But,  if  he  might  speak  out,  he  would  say,  that  the 
British  had  discovered  more  diplomatic  skill  in 
this  country  than  any  other  nation,  and  that  the 
l^eBeotBritishMmister  had  shown moreofit  than 
any  other.  [The  SpBaKan  declared  such  rema^ 
ont  ef  order.]  Mr.  M.  said  that  it  had  been  insln- 
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.Dated,  that  all  those  who  wish  to  fraternize  with 
France,  and  to  pay  (hem  the  X50,000.  which  they 
.demaDded  of  us.  would  oppose  all  measures  of  this 
kind.  He  had  himself  nerer  heard  of  a  man  will- 
ing to  give  a  cent  to  France  to  procure  peace.  If 
France  could  believe  there  is  a  party  in  this  coun- 
try io  her  interest,  she  must  have  collected  the  be- 
lief from  such  observations  as  these. 

It  had  been  said,  that  certain  gentlemen  high  in 
authority  in  this  country  were  privy  to  the  depart- 
iare  of  the  gentleman  who  was  lately  in  France. 
For  BOght  he  knew,  these  gentleman  might  have 
lOamed  him.  But  U  was  a  little  extraordinary,  said 
Mr.  M.,  that  in  our  discosurai  on  this  floor,  we 
■ahould  be  talking  of  an  officer  in  our  Goraoinent 
being  a  traitor.  Such  kind  of  lan^age  oan  bare 
no  effect  but  to  create  saspieions  in  toe  minds  of 
people  that  that  man  is  an  enemy  to  this  conn- 
try.  Tais  does  not  look  much  like  a  wish  to  con- 
ciliate differences  of  opinion,  but  the  contrary.  If 
gentlemen  possess  proof  of  any  malconduct  in  the 
■person  particularly  alluded  to,  it  is  their  duty  to 
Driofl  it  forward  and  put  him  from  the  situation  in 
whicn  he  is  placed ;  and  if  any  «ucb  should  be 
brought,  no  man  would  be  more  desirous  of  seeing 
him  displaced  than  he  should.  But  if  no  such  prooT 
exist,  it  is  a  strange  way  of  supporting  the  con- 
.stituted  authorities,  thus  to  calumniate  a  man 
.whom  the  people  have  thought  proper  to  place  in 
JO  high  a  station. 

An  expression  had  escaped  the  geotleman  from 
iSoath  Carolina,  who  always  spoke  much  of  his 
Axoerican  feelings,  which  he  did  not  undostand. 

said,  that  during  our  Revolutionary  war,  there 
were  men  who  would  have  been  ready  to  have 
jHirchased  peace  by  subroisfion.  Surely  the  gen- 
jtleman  must  have  been  mistaken,  except  he  means 
^uch  as  were  opposed  to  the  Revolution  from  the 
.beginning.  [Mr.  HABPERsaid  he  did  mean  those.] 
jEvery  body  knows,  continued  Mr.  M.,  that  such 
,M  took  op  arms  against  us,  would  have  been  will- 
ing to  have  purchased  peace  by  submission. 

For  his  own  part,  he  saw  no  good  to  be  answered 
4>y  this  law.  He  could  not  conceive  how  an  indi- 
Tidual  could  usurp  the  Executive  aqthority  against 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  sup- 
jiorted  by  all  the  force  «f  the  Union ;  and  ifany  indi- 
TidoaL  were  so  mad  as  to  invite  over  a  French 
,«rmy,  he  would  find  himself  miserably  deceived,  if 
jcie  expected  fuiybody  in  this  country  would  join 
them.  He  did  not  think  a  single  man  could  be 
ibund  that  would  join  a  French  standard.  But  if 
we  were  even  in  a  stale  of  war,  and  an  individual 
could  prevail  upon  our  enemy  to  offer  such  terms 
of  peace  as  our  Ooverament  would  be  willing  to 
accept,  it  would  be  a  good  thing.  He  could  him- 
self conceive  no  situation  in  which  such  a  law  as 
is  proposed  could  operate ;  and  as  he  believed  our 
Government  as  firmly  fixed,  as  the  land  we  live  on, 
Jhe  saw  no  necessity  for  any  such  measure. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks 
in  reply  to  the  genilemaa  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
^lad  noticed  some  of  his  former  (^MerTationa,  The 
.gentleman  had,  in  the  first  place :  miaatated  hia  ar- 
.gument,  and  then  answered  it  in  his  own  way.  It 
,wfl9ild  DB  recollected  that  the  gentlcmui  Geoib  Tir- 


finia  had  stated  to  the  House  that  if  an  individnal 
ad  opened  a  correspondence  with  a  foreign  Qov- 
emment  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  so  tar  from 
its  being  criminal,  it  would  be  praiseworthy.  In 
answer  to  thiii,  Mr.  S.,  said  be  had  remarked,  that 
it  might  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  no 
foreign  nation  would  open  a  correspondence  with 
an  individual,  intending  to  favor  the  nation  to 
which  that  individual  belongs,  because,  if  tbev 
were  inclined  to  do  this,  they  could  do  it  throuni 
the  legal  organ.  In  answering  this  argument,  tne 
gentleman  states  it  differently.  He  nakes  me,  ob- 
served Mr.  8.,  to  say  that  no  Oovemment  cboU 
ever,  eonristent  with  good  faith,  open  a  eorrenon- 
denee  with  such  an  indiridnal."  He  had  said  m 
such  thing.  After  differences  arise,  and  one  n< 
tion  receives  injuries  from  another,  many  indireet 
measures  may  be  necessary  to  compel  tne  offend- 
ing nation  to  do  justice.  One  nation  may  go  to 
war  with  another  consistent  with  good  faith,  but 
who  ever  beard  of  this  being  done  to  confer  a  fa- 
vor? After  thus  misrepresenting  bis  argument, 
he  did  not  even  attempt  to  answer  it ;  bat  at- 
tempted to  prove  thatour  Envoys  had  been  ^ilty 
of  misconduct.  Mr.  S.  did  not  wish  this  nse 
to  be  made  of  it  Did  our  Envoys,  said  he,  treat 
with  a  set  of  persons  who  declared  they  were  not 
authorized  by  the  French  Government  1  No ;  the 
persons  with  whom  they  negotiated,  said  tfa^  w«fe 
authorized  by  the  Oovemment,  and  he  had  no  dooAt 
they  were.  They  did  not  say,  **  our  OoremmeBt 
will  not  treat  with  you  ;  hot  we  will,  being  of  a 
different  opinion  from  our  GovernmeDt." 

Mr.  S.  would  notice  one  or  two  other  inctm- 
sistencies  in  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
Aware  that  he  had  gone  too  far  in  declaring  that 
an  individual  might  assume  the  Executive  au- 
thority, he  attempts  to  qualify  the  doctrine  by 
saying,  that  an  individual  may,  but  a  party 
not.  What  1  an  individual  may  do  a  favor  to  his 
country,  yet  several  individuals  may  not !  Strange 
inconsistency!  It  was  astonishing  that  the  gen- 
tleman could  have  suffered  bimselfto  support  such 
an  opinion. 

The  Bsme  gentleman  had  also  told  the  House 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  negotiattoa  and 
correspondence ;  and  that  a  negotiation  must  be 
criminal,  but  a  correspondence  may  be  perfecdy 

ftroper.  Where  is  the  difference  1  A  man  goes 
orward  and  oorre^>onds  with  a  foreign  Oovem- 
ment with  respect  to  subsisting  differences  be- 
tween it  and  the  Government  of  the  country -to 
which  he  belongs.  What  is  this  but  negotiating? 
And  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  does  not  pre- 
tend to  make  any  difference;  because  fats 
ment  was,  that  such  a  person  could  do  no  harm, 
because  he  could  not  conclude  a  treaty.  In  short, 
said  Mr.  S.,  the  whole  comes  to  this :  If  this  na- 
tion and  another  are  at  war,  and  our  enemy 
chooses  rather  to  negotiate  with  an  individnal 
than  with  the  Oovemment,  with  respect  to  peaofc 
they  may  make  one  treaty  after  another,  ana 
cause  them  to  be  laid  before  the  Bxeentive ;  and, 
if  the  argument  of  the  geodeman  is  sotmd,  tbey 
most  examine  each  of  tlusa  trcalirs  to  see  win- 
dier diey  ate  proper  w  not  -  U  is  mw  1^0 
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Gofavaeoi  would  bm  be  bomd  to  adopt  wy 
oi  these  treaties,  bat  thejr  will  be  obliged  to  sit 
dowB  and  foim  an  opiauMi  upon  them.  Thus, 
the  power  of  carryine  oa  forei^  negotiRtions 
^rould  he  taken  froll^the  Executire,  and  placed 
m  ikm  hands  of  any  individual  who  might  choow 
to  alter  upon  tbe  business,  which  would  be  de- 
feating a  power  placed  in  the  President  by  the 
CoBstitutioQ  of  tDe  United  Btates,  and  which  is 
so  guarded  that  eVen  he  cannot  exercise  it  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  And  why, 
asked  Mr.  6.,  has  the  Constitution  been  tbus  cau- 
tions 1  For  this  purpose — because  these  are  mat- 
ters that  ought  to  be  in  skilful  bands,  and  not  in 
the  hands  of  a  norice.  It  was  well  known  that 
foreign  nations  will  always  look  well  to  their  own 
interests,  and  that  this  nation  ou^ht  to  hare  per- 
sona of  great  ability  and  int^rity,  and  persons 
who  haTe  thegood  of  their  country  at  heart,  em- 
.|Aoyed  on  their  behalf.  But,  if  the  ^ntlemen  are 
light,  all  this  Constitutional  barrier  is  to  be  thrown 
down,  and  tbe  business  lie  open  to  any  one  who 
will  take  it  up.  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  astonishing 
to  him  that  geutlemA,  who  had  always  been  for 
limitiag  the  power  of  tbe  President,  should  now 
■advaace  a  doctrine  which  gives  power  to  iodivid- 
nala  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Constitution.  If 
this  doctrine  baa  come  from  gentlemen  who  have 
aerer  been  so  scrupulous  cm  tlus  subject,  it  would 
not  have  appeared  so  strange ;  bur,  to  come  from 
tlioee  who  have  ever  been  so  very  jealous  of  an 
extension  of  power,  is  perfectly  astonishing. 

Mi.  Harrison  called  for  the  reading  or  the  act 
)»Toposed  to  be  amended ;  after  the  reading  of 
which,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  carried — yeas  65,  nays  23, 
as  follows : 

TxAs — Geoige  Baer,  Jan.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Baile; 
Bardett,  James  A.  Bayud,  Jonathan  Bnwe,  David 
Brooks,  Stephen  BaHo^  Christopher  O.  Champlin, 
Jirim  Chapman,  Matthew  Clay,  James  CMhran,  WU- 
Bun  Craik,  Samuel  W.Dans,  Thomas  T.  Davii,  John 
Dauai,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Et- 
•aw,  Abiel  Foater.  Dwight  Foster,  Jonattian  Freentan, 
Henry  GKen,  Chanocmr  Ooodrich,  William  Gordon,  An- 
draer  Oregs,  Boger  Griawold,  William  Bar^  Grow, 
John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  ThMaas  Hwt> 
1^,  Wm.  Hindman,  David  Hdmcs,Hezekiah  L.  Hoa- 
-Btat,  Jasaea  H.  Imby,  Walter  Jones.  Samoel  Lyman, 
Janes  Maehir,  WiUkon  Matthews,  Daniel  Moi^^, 
Lowis  R.  Mcwria,  Hairison  G.  Otis,  laaac  Parker,  Joai- 
ah  Vuket,  Thomas  Pincknt^,  John  Reed,  John  Rut- 
ledge,  jon.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Wil- 
pam  Shepaid,  Thomas  Sionickson,  Tompaon  J.  Skin- 
ner, Nathaniel  Smith,  Richard  Dobba  Speight,  Pel^ 
Sprsgue,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  MadL 
'nwrnaoD,  Thomas  TiUinghast,  John  Triggf  John  E. 
Yaa  Alen,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  Wadiworth,  Ro- 
liert  Watai,  J<^  WUIiania,  and  Robert  WiDiama. 

Nats— David  Bard,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown, 
Wilfiam  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Joseph 
Bfgleelon,  Laeas  Elmandor^  William  Findhnr,  Albert 
Qallalin,  James  Gillleame,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan 
H.  Harreas,  Matthew  Leeke,  Nathantd  Maoon,  Blair 
Xcdeaedian,  Anthony  New,  John  Nieholaa,  Wilfiam 
Smitb,  Bidiaid  Sprigg,  jan.,  Sidiard  Stanford,  Afaram 
Tfeigg,  I%U9  Vap  CMtfandt,  and  AhrahsM  VmiaUe, 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Griswold,  Mr.  Pincknet, 
Mr.  Balowih,  Mr.  BATABn,  and  Mr.  Spaioht,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  reso- 
lution. • 


Monday,  December  31. 
Several  other  members,  viz:  from  Connecticut, 
JoBN  Allen  ;  and  from  Virginia,  Samdbl  J.  Ca- 
bell and  Thomas  CLAiBOBiiE,aiq[)eared,afid  took 
their  seats  in  the  House. 

IMPRESSMENT  OF  SEAMEN. 
Kir.  Oria  said,  he  was  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence  to  jiropose  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  on  a  subject  highly  interesting  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  supposed  that  it  was  known  to 
every  gentleman  present,  that  a  report  had  pre- 
vailed for  many  days  past  relative  to  tbe  imprea»- 
ment  of  a  number  of  American  seamoi  from  a 
vessel  of  war  of  tbe  United  States  into  an  armed 
ship  of  Great  Britain.  The  committee  are  sorry 
to  confess  that,  after  making  Inquiry  iato  the  sub- 
ject, there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  the  re- 
port to  be  well  founded,  though  they  have  no  offi- 
cial information  on  the  subject.  It  rs  conceived 
by  the  committee,  therefore,  that  an  act  of  this 
sort  calls  for  tbe  attention  of  every  branch  of 
Government ;  and  though  they  have  full  confi- 
dence that  the  Executive  will  institute  an  imme- 
diate inquiry  into  the  subject^  and  take  measom 
to  prevent  similar  «buses  taking  place  in  futiira, 
they  think  it  necessary  that  theL^isUtan  of  the 
Union  should  show  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  the 
world,  that  instances  of  abuse  of  this  ^d  excite 
a  lively  sensibility,  and  that  they  are  determined 
to  protect  their  flag  against  any  country  whatever. 
It  IS  not  improbable,  said  Mr.  O.,  that  this  cir- 
cumstance may  call  for  some  Legislative  provis- 
ion, and  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  review  and 
amend  tbe  act  for  the  relief  atid  protection  of 
American  seamen;  for,  unless  these  injuries  can 
be  removed  and  prevented,  little  success  can  be 
expected  to  attend  our  infant  navy,  which  has 
been  considered,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  of 
the  greatest  consequence  to  this  country.  Prom 
these  considerations,  he  was  induced  to  offer  the 
following  res(rfatiott  for  Uie  adoption  of  the 
House: 

"  Reaohed,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  reqneatsd  to  lay  before  this  Honse  sn^  iaformatii» 
as  he  may  poassaa  relative  to  the  impreasment  of  aaap 
men  bdtmging  to  the  United  States  sloop-oFwar  Bal> 
I  timore,  into  any  ship  nrveaaalbelongiag  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.'* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hawmi,  that  this  reatdn- 
tioa  might  lie  till  to-mwrov,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

REMONSTRANCE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Baxdwih  said,  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
I  objection  to  a  further  postponement  of  the  Bank- 
I  ru^  bill,  to  take  up  the  r^rt  oS  the  select  com- 
mittee Ofl  the  memorial  aad  remonstrance  of  the 
L^slature  of  Georgia,  which  vnta  the  qieoial  ot- 
der  of  this  day.  Oomiag  from  tbe  LegMatwe  ^ 
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a  State^  it  elftiined  respect  and  early  attention,  and 
the  sabject-matier  of  it  bad  long  called  for  greater 
attention ;  that  Legislature  would  now  soon  be  in 
Bession,  and  had  a  right  (o  be  informed  of  the  de- 
'  termination  oa  the  subject,  during  their  pr^nt 
session.  He  was  confideot  there  had  been  no  io- 
tentionat  disrespect  in  the  treatment  of  it,  but  un- 
fortuoately  it  bad  too  much  the  appearance  of  it. 
The  remonstrance  arrived  here  just  after  the  ad- 
jonromeDt  of  the  last  Congress ;  at  the  first  meet- 
tng  of  the  present  Congress  endearors  were  used 
to  prevail  on  members  to  consent  to  take  it  up  at 
that  session,  but  the  determination  to  take  up  no 
common  business,  and  to  confine  themselves  en- 
tirely to  the  subjects  on  which  they  had  been  spe- 
cially convened,  prevented  it.  At  the  opening  of 
the  last  session  the  sabjeet  was  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committer  who,  late  in  the  ses- 
sion, made  a  report  which  had  ^iren  him  much 
satisfaction ;  he  hoped  the  adoption  of  it  by  Con- 
gress would  give  satisfoction  to  the  State.  He 
should  not  urge  gei^tlemen  to  any  question  upon 
it  immediately,  if  any  further  delay  was  desired- 
He  hoped  they  would  consent  to  look  at  the 
subject  a  little  this  morning;  the  transactions  to 
which  it  alluded  were,  some  of  them,  of  so  old  a 
date  that  they  were,  in  some  measure,  at  this  time 
out  of  view,  and  were  spread  over  so  much  sur- 
ftce  that,  without  some  previoas  discussion,  mem- 
bers would  not  know  where  to  look  for  the  ne- 
cessary information,  so  as  to  be  preparing  their 
minds  for  as  early  a  decision  upon  it  as  might  be 
made  convenieot. 

After  a  few  obBervattons  from  Messrs.  One  and 
Harper,  in  favor  of  proceeding  with  the  Bank- 
rupt bill,  the  question  on  a  postponement  of  the 
Unfinished  business,  was  mit  and  carried — i2 

to  3a 

MUJTABT  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  long  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment, proposipe  a  new  organization  and  in- 
crease thereof;  which  was  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Defence,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

•  REMONSTRANCE  OF  GEORGIA 

The  House  then  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the  representation  and  remonstrance  of 
the  Slate  of  Georgia;  which  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Report  (^di0  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  le- 
prewntetioa  and  iraumitranee  of  iba  L«^datnre  of 
the  Stela  of  Geotgia: 

•■That  a  certdn  trsctof  coontty* within  the  HmHs  of 
OflOTgia,  boanded  by  a  line  beginnin;  at  the  fork  of 
Oconee  snd  Ocmulgee  rivers,  and  thence  running  in  a 
■onthwest  direction,  until  it  intersect!  the  most  sonth- 
em  part  of  St.  Mary's  river,  thence  down  the  river  to 
the  old  line,  was  ceded  by  the  Creek  nation  of  Induua, 
to  the  said  State,  by  a  treafy  held  between  the  Com- 
niaMMiers  of  sidd  State,  and  the  Credt  Indians  atGal- 
vUntoottm  the  ISth  ofNovember,  1781^  ariikh  tract et 
•aottliy  waB,by  tba  Legislatan  ofasidSMs^  temad 
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into  a  county,  by  the  nama  of  Tallemse  connty ;  and  the 
cemottthereof  was  afterward  conflimed,  ata  treatf  held 
between  the  sanle  psitks,  at  Moolderiwne,  on  the  Sd 
day  of  November,  1786. 

"  Your  committee  further  iVport,  that,  by  the  treaty 
made  at  New  York,  between  the  United  Stales  and  tha 
Creek  Indians,  bearing  date  on  the  7tb  day  of  August, 
1790,  a  boundary  line  was  estabtidied  betwem  the  Mid 
nation  of  Indians  and  the  United  States*  wherd^  Uw 
above  described  trad  of  co^ntiT,  named  Talessee  oomi- 
ty,  was  dedared  to  be  within  uie  Indian  territoiy. 

"  The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  i^oai 
what  principles  this  relinquishment  of  the  territory  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  was  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  it  is  therefore  to  be  preeumed  that  it  waa 
done  upon  principles  of  general  poli^,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  establishing  a  permanent  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  the  satd  nation.  Theji  '  are,  therefore^ 
of  tffixaxm  that  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to  tiie 
State  of  Gei^ia  fin  the  loss  of  dds  territory,  and  re- 
ccMnmend  to  Ae  House  to  adopt  the  foHowmg  resiriiH 
tion: 

"  Remhed,  That  the  United  States  will  make  com- 
pensation to  the  State  of  Georgia,  fin- the  loss  and  dam- 
age  sustained  by  that  State,  in  consequence  of  the  e«a- 
sion  of  the  county  of  Taleseee,  made  to  the  Creek  n»> 
tion,  In  the  Treaty  of  New  York,  unless  it  shall  ba 
deemed  expedient  to  sztingniah  the  Indian  title  to  tihs 
said  land. 

'<  Yoor  eommiltae  have  paid  puticalar  attention  to 
that  part  of  the  memmial  whkh  idates  to  the  iqpeca- 
tion  of  the  intercourse  laws,  and  are  of  (^anjeo,  that 
part  of  that  law  requires  revisal  and  explanatioo,  but  on 
account  of  the  advanced  period  of  the  cesaionf  and  the 
variety  of  important  busineaa  now  before  the  HousSt 
they  recommend  that  such  revisal  be  pos^ioned  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature." 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  should  not  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  remonstrance,  as  it  had  already 
been  twice  read,  and  had  also  been  published  in 
the  newspapers.  The  committee  in  their  report 
have  stated  such  parts  of  it  as  they  thought  ne- 
cessary to  lead  the  House  to  a  decision.  It  is  seen 
at  once  to  relate  to  two  objects:  what  they  con- 
sider as  a  dismemberment  of  the  State,  by  giving 
back  to  the  Indians  a  district  of  country,  callM 
Talessee  county,  and  the  injurious  operation  of 
the  act  for  regulating  trade  and  intercourae  wiA. 
the  Indians.  He  was  himself  at  New  York  at  the 
lime  when  the  treaty,  called  the  Treaty  of  New 
York,  was  made ;  he  knew  well  it  was  with  great 
concern  and  reluctance  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment consented  to  an  act  which  had  so  much  the 
appearance  of  dismembering  a  State,  as  giving 
back  Talessee  county  to  the  Indians;  but  that 
frontier  was  so  extensive,  the  savages  who  border 
upon  it  were  so  much  more  numerous  and  hostile 
than  any  others  in  the  United  States,  that  they 
were  iaauced  to  consent  for  a  time  to  the  relin- 
quishment of  that  district  to  them,  as  tbe  counter- 
part of  all  the  other  conditions  which  they  obtain- 
ed in  that  treaty.  He  was  siu-e  it  was  at  that  time 
their  ezpectatioa  and  design  to  have  before  now 
peaceably  repurchased  it  of  the  Indians.  The  act 
was  not  founded  on  any  defect  in  the  right  of  the 
State  to  that  county ;  but  a  sh<nt  time  befoie, 
three  Conunissioaezs^  viz:  Gen.  Lincoln,  Judge 
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€hriflbi.  k  ibrmer  monber  of  CoDgress,  and  Mr. 
Hnmpareys,  who  is  now  oar  Minister  at  Madrid, 
were  sent  to  examine  into  the  state  of  that  fron- 
tier, and  to  form  treaties  with  the  neigboring 
tribes ;  they  were  unwearied  in  the  execution  m 
their  trust,  Tisit^d  the  frontier  in  person,  collected 
the  Indian  chiefs  to  meet  them  there,  to  learn  what 
informatioQ  they  could  give ;  they  afterwards  re- 
turned to  the  seat  of  (Joveromeot  of  Georgia,  and 
ezamioed  the  treaties,  taws,  and  journals,  and  ex- 
amiaed  individuats  on  oath,  to  as  to  obtain  all  the 
information  that  it  was  possible  to  procure,  on  the 
•pot.  On  their  return  they  made  a  special  and 
Tery  full  report,  a  copy  of  which  is  on  the  files  of 
the  House,  and,  wittunit  doubt,  is  to  be  regarded 
cm  those  sabjects  aa  a  document  paramount  to 
everything  else, 'at  the  ume  it  was  made.  This 
dociuneot  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  fiumess  of  the 
transaction  in  the  treaties  of  1766  and  1786,  in 
which  this  Talessee  county  was  purchased  and 
contained,  as  stated  by  the  committee.  The  aiv- 
Ing  it  back,  by  the  subsequent  Treaty  of  ISfew 
York,  rested  only  on  the  im|)ortance  and  urgency 
of  the  case,  as  the  ooly  possible  means  of  obtain- 
ing peaca 

On  the  other  point  contained  in  the  remon- 
strance, viz :  the  injurious  operation  of  the  law 
respecting  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now  to  make 
many  observations,  the  re^rt  of  the  committee 
was,  that  it  should  be  revised  and  amended;  as 
that  law  expires  b^  its  own  limitattoia  with  this 
session,  it  is  a  subject  that  must  be  taken  and 
at  that  time  he  should  submit  to  the  eonnderation 
of  the  House  the  Tariotu  matters  which  seemed  to 
impress  ihemselres  so  strongly  upon  the  minds  of 
his  constituents. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
peculiarly  grateful  to  him,  and  he  hoped  the  coii- 
firmation  of  it  by  Congress,  would  be  so  to  his 
constituents,  because  the  individuals  who  com- 
'posed  the  committee  were  so  long  and  so  well 
known  in  the  United  Sutes,  that  their  report  will 
be  likdy  to  have  a  great  effect  in  finally  settling 
the  minds  of  people  on  those  old  subjects  of  rc- 
fffoach  and  discord,  especially  as  it  is  in  direct 
eonformity  with  the  copious  report  of  the  three 
Commissioners  who  examined  into  the  same  sub- 
ject on  the  spot,  as  he  had  before  mentioned.  This 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance^ 

From  the  close  of  the  Revolatioo  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  these  reproaches  have  always  been  at  the 
threshold,  to  encounter  everything  that  was  pro- 
poaed  in  behalf  of  that  growing  and  important 
part  of  the  United  States,  The  Revolution  had 
raged  there  to  such  a  de^ee,  and  the  minds  of  men 
were  so  embittered  against  each  other,  that  it  re- 
qoired  more  than  the  usual  time  for  them  to  lav- 
aside  the  fierceness  of  their  hostility.  Thougn 
their  enemies  were  driven  from  them,  yet  they 
were  not  driven  beyond  the  recoil  of  their  resent- 
ment. This,  joined  toihedisaraKiintment  of  some 
pecnniaay  enterprises  of  individuals  for  gain,  had 
wen  the  cause  of  those  malignant  torrents  of 
ptoaeh  which  have  but  too  long  poured  forth  vptm 


the  greater  part  of  their  councils,  and  upon  the 
most  distinguished  of  their  public  servants. 

It  was  well  known  to  him,  and  to  some  who 
heard  him,  that  their  calls  for  protection  on  a  very 
extensive  and  very  turbulent  frontier,  had,  till 
within  these  few  years,  always  been  repelled  with 
reproaches,  that  tney  had  never  been  anything  but 
an  expense ;  were  totally  delinquent  in  hearing  the 
burdens  of  the  Revolution ;  that  they  had  been 
carried  through  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the  other 
States ;  and  that  thev  ought  not  now  to  be  pro- 
tected any  further  tilt  they  were  willing  to  pay 
requisitioos.  When  this  reproach  was  wiped  off 
by  the  report  of  the  General  Board  of  Gommia- 
sioners.  on  die  settlement  of  the  whole  aeeount  of 
the  old  copartnership  of  the  Confederation,  and 
the  very  small  uutnber  there,  at  that  tim^  appear* 
ed  to  have  done  the  inroportion  of  the  whole  num* 
her  by  the  census  which  was  the  rule  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  to  have  reimbursed  the  great  delin- 
quency of  the  loan  oflScers  appointed  by  Congress, 
for  which  they  were  made  accountable,  still  they 
were  told  tfiey  must  protect  themselves,  for  they 
wronged  the  Indians  out  of  their  lands,  and  this 
was  the  cause  of  their  suffering.  It  appears  now, 
in  the  result,  that  they  have  always  discharged 
all  their  Federal  obligations,  and  much  more,  and 
instead  of  getting  away  the'Iands  from  the  Indians, 
the  Indians  have  got  away  their  land^  and  thej 
cannot  get  them  back. 

He  believed  there  could  not  be  mueh  doubt  left 
but  that  the  principles  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  were  just  and  proper.  These  had 
been  to  him  for  many  years  very  sore  objects; 
the  position  in  which  be  considered  them  immor^ 
aUy  fixed  gave  him  great  pleasure.  His  con- 
stituents had  not  sent  him  here  to  play  the  cham- 
pion. He  thought  it  could  not  be  denied  that  there 
was  some  ground  for  them  to  triumph  over  those 
who  bad  so  long  vilified  and  abused  them.  He 
begged  leave  stiu  further  to  urge  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  committee,  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  small  ex^ditures  which  hare 
been  made  on  thai  frontier,  in  proportion  to  the 
others. 

The  accounts  of  the  military  expenditures  on 
the  northern  frontiers,^  were  now  more  thi^  ten 
millions  of  dollm.  This  had  been  b^iin,  and  prin- 
cipally originated  from  a  regular  expedition  to  de- 
stroy aviUage  of  fugitive  Indians,  who  committed 
depredations  on  the  northern  frontier ;  a  similar 
village  on  the  southern  frontier,  called  the  Che- 
haw,  was  also  destined  by  the  Government  for  a 
similar  expedition ;  hut  the  measure  failed  in  the 
Legislature,  and  that  frontier  was  lef^  to  protect 
themselves.  This  has  been  done ;  the  fugitives  in 
that  village  have  been  driven  off  by  a  party  of 
volunteers.  He  believed  the  whole  amount  of  mili- 
tary expenditures  on  that  frontier,  till  the  time  <^ 
entire  peace  with  the  Indians,  did  not  exceed 
a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  of  that  the  militia  had  now  been 
kept  out  of  for  four  or  five  years ;  tfaoueh  he 
hoped  and  trusted  they  would  not  much  longer 
hare  cause  of  comi^int  on  that  head.  Ahet  the 
ohserrationa  which  h6  had  madc^  he  thought  no 
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apdk^  was  necessary  for  some  apparent  harsh- 
nsA  in  the  language  of  the  remoDstnnce. 

As  to  the  course  which  it  is  proper  to  pursue  in 
gnmiine  relief  on  the  subject,  be  oad  not  much  to 
say.  He  was  confident  the  expectations  of  the 
■Blate  were  not  unreasonaUe;  be  was  sure  they 
'Would  be  satisfied  with  any  result  which  could  be 
considered  as  fair  and  honorable;  and  his  confi- 
dence in  the  House  forbade  him  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  it  could  be  brought  to  any  other. 
The  course  recommended  by  the  committee  in 
their  resolution  now  under  consideration,  is  either 
to  make  compensation  to  the  State  for  the  land 
which  has  been  relinquished,  and  for  the  damages 
which  they  hare  sustained,  or  else  to  repurchase 
that  district  or  another  district,  on  that  frontier,  of 
equal  valne.  He  said  he  had  laid  on  the  table  a 
antifieate  from  the  Stureyor  Qeneial  .of  that 
State,  taken  at  that  time,  as  to  the  length  of  the 
lines  enclosing  that  district  uid  the  probable  con- 
tents of  it.  It  the  report  of  the  committee  should 
be  agveed  to,  a  bill  might  be  reported  in  conform- 
ity to  one  or  the  other,  or  aU  of  those  principles,  as 
might  be  thought  proper.  He  was  contented  in 
leaving  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  House, 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Brooks,  the  representation 
and  remonstrance  were  read.   After  which. 

Mr.  CaAMPLiN  moved  that  the  committee  might 
rise,  with  a  view  of  postponing  this  subject  till  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  He  thought  the  tan- 
gnage  of  the  remonstrance  too  violent  and  inde- 
corous to  claim  attention  from  the  House.  This 
OTiinion  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Dah a.  Messrs. 
Batabd  aod  N.  Shitb  wished  this  motion  to  pre- 
nil,  because  they  doalMed  the  propriety  of  the 
i^rtj  and  supposed  there  would  not  be  time  tho- 
mo^ly  to  inrcstigate  the  business  during  this 
session. 

On  tbe  other  hand,  Messrs.  Pimokmbt,  Ritt- 
UBnoB,  Harper,  Oallatin,  Vsmabub,  W.  Clai- 
BOBNB,  J.  Parker,  and  Macom,'  were  against  the 
postponement.  The  objection  to  the  language,  it 
was  said,  was  out  of  time.  If  made  at  all,  it  ought 
to  have  been  made  when  the  remoDstrance  was 
presented ;  that  some  allowance  ought  to  be  made 
for  ' the  language,  as  it  appeared  to  hare  been 
dnwn  in  a  moment  of  passion  ;  that  if  the  claim 
was  just,  it  ought  not  to  be  rejected  because  it 
was  made  in  improper  language,  especially,  since 
the  L^islature  of  Georgia  were  not  tbe  only  per- 
sons concerned,  as  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier, 
while  this  subject  is  undecided,  are  suflering  se- 
verdy  from  Indian  cruelties  and  depredations. 

The  question  for  leare  to  be  nven  to  the  com- 
mittee to  sit  again,  was  carried  by  69  votes. 

IMPEACHMENT  OP  WILtlAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Batabo,  from  tbe  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  couduct  the  impeach- 
ment against  William  Blount,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  a  message  from 
the  Senate,  coinmunicatiDg  a  copy  of  the  plea 
filed  by  the  counsel  in  behau  of  the  said  WilTiam 
Blount,  with  instniotions  to  proceed  thereon,  as 
Uh^  shall  deem  advisable  made  a  report ;  wbich 
h»  delivaRd  in  at  the  Clvk's  table,  whan  the 


same  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows: 

"  That  the  replicaUon  annexed  be  pnt  into  die  said 
on  bdialf  of  this  Houss,  and  that  the  manageis 
be  instructed  to  proceed  to  maintain  the  said  repKea- 
tion  st  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  at  soch  tine  as  shul  bs 

appointed  by  the  Senate : 

"  The  repllcBtion  of  the  House  of  Representa^es  of 
the  United  States,  in  their  own  belulf,  and  also  fai 
the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  Sutea,  to  the 
plea  of  William  Blount,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
Senate  of  Uie  United  States,  to  try  the  srtielea  of 
impeachment  exhibited  by  them  to  Uie  Senate  against 
the  said  William  Blount : 

"  The  HouM  of  RepresmtattTM  of  the  United  Statss, 
woseenttng,  on  beban  of  dwniaelTss  and  the  people  of 
ue  United  Slates,  die  artiolea  of  tmpeadiment  «uiibit> 
ed  thraa  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  against 
the  said  William  Blonnt,  reply  to  the  plea  of  tbe  said 
William  Blomit,  and  s»,  that  the  matters  alleged  in 
the  said  plea  are  not  nimdeot  to  exempt  the  said  Wit 
Uam  Blount  from  answering  the  said  articles  of  im- 
peachment, because  they  say,  that,  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  had 
power  to  prefi»r  the  said  articles  of  impeaduneut,  and 
that  the  Senate  have  flill  and  the  sole  power  to  try  the 
same:  Wherefore,  th^  demand,  that  the  plea  aforesaid, 
of  the  said  William  Bloant,  be  not  allowed,  but  that 
the  said  William  Blount  be  compelled  to  answer  the 
said  articles  of  impeaelunent*' 


Tdesday,  January  1. 1799. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House,  that  the  un- 
finished business  which  was  first  m  order,  was  the 
report  of  a  select  committee  on  the  represeniation 
and  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  he  did  not  observe  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  in  his  place;  but  he  understood, 
when  the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  law  was 
yesterday  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  wished  only  to  bring  it  upfor  consider? 
ation,  leaving  a  decision  upon  it  to  a  future  day. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  it  be  postponed  lill 
Tuesday,  the  lltb  January.  Carriwl. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Otis  to 
tbe  10th  section  being  under  consideration.  The 
section  is  as  follows : 

"That  tbe  assignment  of  the  Commiasionen  to  a 
bankrupt's  estate  and  effects,  shall  be  good  at  law  or 
in  equity,  against  the  bankrupt,  and  all  persons  claim- 
ing by,  from,  or  under  such  hankrupt,  and  by  any  act 
done  ^ter  he  shall  have  committed  the  act  of  bank- 
ruptey,  for  which  the  commission  is  issued :  FroviiUdt 
ahvaya,  That  in  caie  of  bofM  fide  purdiases  madefh«i 
sudi  bankrupt,  for  a  valuable  corudderaUon,  by  any  per- 
son having  no  knowledge,  information,  or  notice,  of  any 
act  of  bankruptcy  committed,  sodi  purchase  shall  net 
be  invalid  or  impeached,  unless  a  major  part,  in  vahie, 
of  tbe  erefittws,  st  a  meeting  to  be  held  upsm  due  oo- 
tioe,  shall  agree  to  return  to  sudi  pnrehaeer  tlia  houss, 
money,  or  olhsr  ewiiidssalion,  which  he  abaU 
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■IHWi  he  paid  or  g»n  open  such-  parchMei  and  m 
ana  eaao,  npoa  ntfiiadiiig  or  tendering  nichconaidera* 
tion,  the  awigaaea  ahaU  be  ontitled  to  Uw  proper^  ioM 
m  afciaaaiJ,  for  the  nae  of  tha  cieditoia." 

The  motion  was,  to  strike  out  after  the  word 
**  issued*'  above,  and  insert  thefolIowiDg: 

"  Provided  alwayg.  That  no  parchaw  made  botm 
fidt  from  such  bankrapt,  of  any  penmnal  eatatSt  ibr  a 
valuaUe  eonaideratioo.  by  any  pereon  having  no  knowl* 
•dge,  nilnniation,  or  nqdce  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy, 
committed  or  intended,  ihall  be  invalidated  or  im- 
peached, after  the  purchaser  ahall  have  hona  fide,  aold 
and  alienated  the  n^e,  vtithout  sndt  knowledge,  in- 
fennation,  or  notice,  nor  anleaa  the  assignee!  shall, 

within  montts  after  the  allowance  of  the  com- 

minion,  ^rree  to  nflind  or  return  to  the  pnrchaser  the 
aom  of  money,  or  other  consideration,  which  be  shall 
nakait  afRMar  that  he  paid  or  gave  for  sndi  pnrchaae ; 
aad  IB  aoca  case,  iqion  the  reAinditv  <»  tendering  >udi 
consjderation,  or  ao  mudi  thereof  aa  shall  be  equivalent 
to  that  put  of  sudi  purduae  as  remained  in  the  poa> 
ssaaion  of  such  pnichaaer  at  the  time  of  such  knowl- 
edge, information,  or  notice,  the  aaaignees  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  estate  purchased  as  aforesaid  from  said  bank* 
rapt,  or  to  *ach  remainder  thereof,  for  the  use  of  the 
credhora. 

**Pronitd,  al»o.  That  in  case  Ae  assignee  or 
aMigneee  of  any  bankrupt,  shall  enter  upon  or  claim 
any  landa  or  tenements,  <fr  any  interest  in  lands  or 
tenements,  whidh  shall  be  fteno  fidt  purchesed  of  audi 
bankrupt  for  a  valaaUe  consideration,  by  any  person 
or  persons,  not  being  akin  to  such  bankrupt,  or  to 
his  wife,  after  an  act  of  bankruptcy  committed,  with- 
out any  notice,  information,  or  knowledge  of  any  act 
of  bankruptcy  committed  or  intended ;  it  shall  be  law* 
lid  %Jt  the  pnrehaaer,  or  for  the  person  or  pMsonsclaim- 
ing  sneh  lands  or  tmementa,  from,  by,  or  under  sach 
bukn^  to  fib  a  bill  in  eqni^  aninst  the  aaaignee  w 
— ■gnwira,  hi  the  oflSee  of  tiie  Cletk  of  the  Cureoit 
Cotut  for  the  district  in  which  flich  lands  or  tenements 
lie;  and  upon  his  making  it  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
of  aaid  court  that  he  has  paid  a  valuaUe  consideration 
for  BQch  lands  or  tenements,  or  erected  or  made  any 
buildinga  or  improvements  thereon,  prior  to  any  notice, 
knowledge,  or  information  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy 
committed  or  intended,  the  said  court  shall  ascertain 
the  amount  <A  the  sums  thus  bona  Atk  piXd  by  sudi 
pnrdiaaer  or  daimant,  which  diall  be  reftinded  by  the 
aangnee  or  asngneee,  within  such  time  as  said  court 
dial)  order,  or  otherwise  the  title  of  such  pnrchaser  or 
claimant  dull  not  afterwards  be  invafidated  or  im- 
pewAad." 

Bfr.  B&TABo  spoke  against  the  first  amendmept, 
ud  Mr.  Ons  in  faror  of  it. 

The  question  being  taken.  21  nteiDbers  onljr 
roae  in  the  effirnutive  j  when  Mr.  Ona  withdrew 
the  other  amendmeDt. 

After  some  other  amendments  had  been  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  that  the  committee  might 
rise,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  as  much  at- 
tention was  paid  to  this  bill  as  its  importance 
demanded. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  House 
being  resumed, 

Mr.  Otis  called  for  thejesolution  which  be  yes- 
today  laid  upon  the  table,  relative  to  the  impress- 


[H.orR. 


ment  of  American  seamen  by  a  British  vessel  of 
war. 

Mr.  D«HT  thought,  as  so  little  attention  had 
been  paid  to  die  subject  which  had  just  been  dis- 
posed of,  it  miffht  be  presumed  as  little  would  be 
paid,  to  any  ouer,  ana  this  being  the  first  day  o( 
the  year,  hie  woold  move  that  the  House  adjourn ; 
which  it  accordingly  did. 


Wedkesdat,  January  2i 
IMPRESSMENT  OF  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Otis  called  up  the  resolution  which  he  laid 
on  the  table  on  Monday,  relative  to  the  impress- 
ment of  American  seamen  by  the  British. 

It  was  taken  up  accordingly ;  when 

Mr.  GoBDoN  said,  not  having  been  in  the  House 
when  this  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table,  be  was 
unacquainted  with  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  Committee  of  Defence  to  lay  it  before  the 
House.  He  wished  the  gentleman  who  moved  it 
would  state  the  object  of  the  resolution,  as,  with* 
oat  this  information,  he  was  not  prepared  to  give . 
his  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Otis  implied,  tha^^hough  it  was  not  his 
fault  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
was  not  present  when  the  motion  was  proposed; 
though  he  explicitly  stated  at  that  time  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  committee  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  House;  aod  though  these  rea- 
sons have  been  published  with  tolerable  accuracy 
in  all  the  papers ;  yet,  for  the  gratification  of  his 
friend,  be  would  rep^t  them.  Mr.  O.  then  re- 
peated what  he  before  stated  were  the  reasons  of 
the  committee  for  proposing  this  resolution,  add- 
ing that  the  committee  haa  no  doubt  of  the  fact, 
as  they  had  the  information  from  our  Gonstd  at 
Havana. 

Mr.  GoBDON  assured  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  the  House,  that  he  had  not  seeQ 

anything  m  the  papers  relative  to  this  motion,  nor 
haa  he  beard  of  it  till  the  evening  of  yesterday. 
He  said,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  passing 
thin  resolution  from  what  had  now  fallen  from  the 
mover  of  it,  as  he  saw  no  connexion  between  it 
and  any  Legislative  act  of  Congress ;  he  should, 
therefore,  vote  against  it.  He  bdieved  there  is  no 
necessity  for  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  to  Show 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  a  tran- 
saction like  the  one  referred  to,  meets  with  the 
resentment  of  every  branch  of  Oovenmient. 
Every  one,  on  bearing  of  an  aet  of  this  kind  irill 
feel  for  the  dignity  and  honor  of  his  country  i  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  will  take  every  step  necessary  to 
vindicate  that  honour  and  dignity. 

The  business,  said  he.  comes  properly  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Executive,  and  I  am  so  fully 
impressed  with  a  conviction  that  every  necessary 
step  will  be  taken,  without  our  interference,  that! 
wish  to  leave  the  matter  to  that  department  of 
the  Gktvernraent.  Even'  had  he  any  distrust  that 
proper  measures  would  not  be  taken,  he  would 
wait  to  see  whether  they  were  taken  or  not,  be- 
fore he  would  recommend  any  step  to  be  taken  by 
the  Legishtture.  He  knew  the  geatlemaa  from 
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Massaehnsetts  was  as  far  from  eniertaining  any 
doubt  on  this  sabjeet,  as  he  himself.  Then  why 

Ennt  out  the  mode  which  it  will  be  proper  fw  the 
reeutire  to  pmvue  ?  He  saw  do  reason  for  it ; 
and,  believiDg  no  Legislatire  step  necessary,  he 
would  vote  a^inst  the  resolation. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  thought  the  resolution  did  not 
go  far  enough,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  confined  to 
a  single  vessel.  He  beliered  it  proper  that  the 
House  ought  to  express  their  resentment  at  an  act 
of  this  sort,  let  it  be  committed  by  what  nation 
soever.  Too  many  iasalts  of  this  kind  had  been 
suffered,  and  it  is  time  for  this  country  to  set  their 
face  against  their  commissioo.  National  honor 
may  be  infringed  by  one  nation  as  well  as  another, 
and  if  the  fact  bad  taken  j>lace,  as  bad  been  repre- 
sented, this  was  a  most  violent  outrage,  and  ought 
to  be  strictly  inquired  into.  He  should  rote  for 
the  resolation,  but  would  have  been  glad  to  hare 
had  it  general. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  to  recollect  that  this  is  no  uncommon 
proceeding. 

Mr.  JosiAH  Parkeb  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  addiog  after  th'Wword  "  Baltimore,"  or 
any  other  pubuc-armed  vessel  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  P.  was  desirous  that  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  be  informed  of  this  transaction ; 
for,  as  it  had  been  stated  to  him,  (and  he  had  his 
information  from  an  authentic  source,)  the  outrage 
was  the  most  flagrant  and  violent  that  could  have 
been  offered  to  the  American  flag.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  feel  this  indignity  as  severely  as  any  one; 
but  he  nevertheless  thought  it  proper  to  pass  this 
resolation.  The  Baltimore  he  understood,  was 
convoying  a  number  of  our  vessels  to  the  Havana, 
when  three  of  the  squadron  were  cut  off  by  the 
British  force.  Captain  Phillips,  the  commander 
of  the  Baltimore,  inquired  the  reason  of  this? 
Captain  Loring,  the  British  commander,  sent  an 
officer  on  board  our  ship,  who  said :  "  Tnat  Capt. 
L.  woald  take  out  every  man  from  his  ship,  who 
was  a  British  subject,  and  could  not  produce  bis 
protection  ?"  Capt.  P.  very  properly  answered : 
''  That  the  American  flag  was  a  soflScient  protec- 
tion." This,  however,  was  not  deemed  sufficient, 
and  this  officer  took  fiiiy-five  mea  from  the  Balti- 
more, and  detained  them  on  board  the  British  ship 
for  some  time.  Supposing,  however,  (it  is  pre- 
sumed,) that  he  had  none  wrong,  Captam  Loring 
informed  Captain  Phillips,  "  that  be  might  come 
on  board  his  ship,  and  take  back  such  of  his  men 
as  were  American."  Captam  P.  replied:  "  The 
men  were  in  his  power,  and  he  might  do  with 
them  what  he  pleased."  Capt  L.  afterward  set 
two  of  the  vessels  at  liberty  which  he  had  cut  off, 
saying :  "  I  keep  the  other,  because  the  Captain 
has  been  insolent,"  and  returned  fifty  of  the  meu, 
keeping  five. 

Mr.  P.  thought  Capuin  Phillips  ought  not  to 
have  suffered  a  treatment  so  flagrant,  without 
firing  upon  the  British  ship,  and  nothing,  except, 
perhaps,  his  inferiority  of  force,  could  plead  his 
apok^  for  not  having  done  so.   It  is  useless,  said 


[Jah0abt,1799. 


Mr.  P.,  to  guard  against  the  injury  and  insuh  of 
one  nation,  if  we  are  to  receive  diem  with  impu- 
nity from  another.  He  had  no  doubt,  however, 
that  the  President  would  see  the  necessity  m 

strongly  remonstrating  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment against  this  conduct,  and  of  demanding  rep- 
aration for  the  injury  sustained ;  nor  ought,  m  his 
opinion,  a  smatt  reparation  to  be  accepted. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried  without  a 
division;  and  Messrs.  Oria  and  Jobiah  Pabuk 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the 
President  therewith. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whi^ 
on  the  bill  providing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States;  when, after 
agreeing  to  some  amendments,  one  considorm- 
ble  leI^th  and  im^rtance  propoaed  by  Mr. 
Sbwall,  providing,  instead  of  thie  Commuaitm- 
ers  having  power  to  take  such  order  as  they  shsll 
deem  expedient  with  the  body  of  «  bankrupt,  a 
more  lenient  provision, 

Mr.  N.  Smith  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
that  time  mifht  be  afforded  to  have  the  amend^ 
ment  printed  and  considered. 

Mr.  Habper  saw  no  necessity  for  this.  If  the 
committee  were  to  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  printing 
every  amendment  that  was  offered,  the  bill  would 
not  be  gone  through  in  six  years.  He  did  not 
himself  perfectly  understand  the  amendment,  but 
he  understood  enough  of  it  to  voteagainst  ii.  The 

firovision,  as  it  stands,  ts  copied  from  the  English 
aw;  the  committee,  amongst  whom  was  the 
mover  of  the  amendment,  was  satisfied  with  it, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  N.  Shitb  hoped  the  gentlemanV  anxiety  to 
pass  this  bill,  would  tot  force  gentlemen  to  vote 
upon  propositions  which  they  do  not  understand. 
The  gentleman  himself  confesses  he  does  not  un- 
derstand the  amendment ;  and  yet  his  fondness 
for  the  bill  as  reported,  will  lead  him  to  rote 
against  itl  If  he  chooses  to  act  thus,  Mr.  S.  hoped 
other  gentlemen  might  be  permitted  to  act  more 
deliberately.^ 

The  question  for  rising  was  put  and  carried— 
44  to  21,  and  leave  was  given  to  the  committee 
to  sit  again. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter 
the  stamp  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  bilb  of 
excb^nse  and  bilk  of  lading,  by  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  laying  duties  on  stamped  veltam, 
parchment,  and  paper,  and  fhrdier  to  amend  the 
same." 

[This  bill  proposes  that,  after  a  certain  tim^  the 
duties  paid  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchan^  and  bills 
of  lading  shall  cease,  and  that  all  {tmiga  bills  of 
exchange,  whether  for  a  smaU  or  large  sum,  shall 
then  pay  a  duty  of  twenty  cents ;  on  any  note  or 
bill  of  lading  for  goods  to  be  exported  irom  one 
district  to  another  in  the  United  States,  not  being 
in  the  same  State,  fonr  cents ;  if  to  any  foreign 
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port,  ten  cents ;  any  policy  of  assurance,  or  instru- 
meDt  in  nature  thereof,  other  than  those  specified 
in  the  former  act,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, twenty-fire  cents;  aboTe  that  sum,  one  dol- 
lar ;  and  the  said  dqties  shall  be  char^able  upon 
each  and  every  bill  of  exehan^  and  hill  of  lading, 
withoat  respect  to  the  namher  contained  in  a  set. 
And  ere^  draught  or  order  for  the  payment  of 
money  within  the  United  States  shall  be  charge- 
aUe  with  the  same  rates  of  duties,  as,  by  the  form- 
er ae^  are  chargeable  upon  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
excepting  only  orders  for  the  payment  of  money 
on  demand,  drawn  upon  the  president  and  direct- 
on  or  cashier  of  any  bank.] 

Mr.  Cbahplin  did  not  know  why  so  great  a  dif- 
ference was  made  between  foreign  and  inland 
bills  of  exchange ;  by  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  a  for- 
eign bill  of  exchange  of  one  thousand  dollars  will 
ofuy  pay  twenty  cents,  and  if  three  copies  only 
sixty  cents ;  while  an  inland  bill  for  that  sum  will 
pay  se¥enty-fire  cents.  He  thought  it  right  that 
the  duty  on  foreicn  bills  should  he  red  need  j  bat 
he  alio  dion^t  that  on  inland  bills  it  ought  also 
to  be  reduced,  as,  If  any  difference  was  made  in 
the  duty,  it  ought  to  be  in  faror  of  inland  bills. 
He  therefore  moved  an  amendment  to  put  both  on 
the  same  footing. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAHB  was  against  this  amendment, 
as  it  would  introduce  a  new  arrangement  of  dutjes 
into  the  bill.  Except  in  case  of  particular  hard- 
ship, he  thought  no  variation  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  present  law,  as  the  business  was  wdl  matured 
at  the  time  when  the  law  was  passed.  And  if  the 
House  were  to  go  on  and  lower  the  duty  on  inland 
bills,  the  whole  system  would  he  deranged.  As 
he  l^iered  the  merchants  suffered  material  incoo- 
Tenience  from  the  imsent  rate  of  duty  on  foreign 
Ulb,  he  should  be  willing  to  reduce  it,  hut  ihou^t 
it  oaght  tobe  twenty-fire  instead  twenty  cents 
on  each. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  this  amendment  prevailed,  it 
would  destroy  the  whole  bill,  which  principally 
nopoaed  to  make  a  distinction  between  foreign 
and  inland  hills  of  exchange ;  bat  if  this  ;voposi- 
tion  is  agreed  to.  there  would  he  no  reason  why 
the  duty  on  notes  of  hand,  bonds,  Ac.,  should  not 
be  reduced ;  so  that  this  question  goes  to  the  pro- 
priety of  redociag  the  wnole  rerenue  from  this 
source.  The  reason  why  the  duty  on  foreign  bills 
of  exchange  is  reduced,  is  this :  that  always  two, 
three,  or  lour  copies  are  made  of  a  foreign  bill, 
and  each  is  subject  to  duty;  whereas,  inland  bills 
are  sin|;le,  the  same  as  notes  of  hand.  This  bill, 
as  originally  reported,  Mr.  O.  said,  proposed  to 
diride  the  foragn  bdls  of  exchange  into  four 
classes,  riz:  abore  twenty  dollars,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred ;  above  one  hundred,  and 
not  exceeding  five  hundred ;  above  five  hundred, 
and  not  excwding  one  thousand  ;  and  all  above  a 
thousand :  and  to  lay  on  the  first  class  four  cents,^ 
on  the  second  ten.  the  third  twenty,  and  the  fourth 
twenty-five  cents.  But,  upon  the  best  informa- 
tion wnich  the  committee  had  been  able  to  obtain, 
they  thought  it  best  to  lay  an  average  duty  of 
twenty  cents  on  all  foreign  bills;  and  though,  as 
the  gatUeman  from  Rhode  Idand  has  stated,  an 


inland  bill  of  exchange  for  one  thousand  dollars 
will  pay  seventy-five  cents,  and  a  foreign  bill  for 
the  same  «imi  will  only  pay  sixty,  if  only  three 
copies  are  made  of  it ;  he  ought  to  nave  recollect- 
ed that  a  foreign  bill  for  one  thousand  dollars 
would  pay  the  same  sum,  whilst  an  inland  bill  of 
that  amount  would  only  pay  about  four  cents.  So 
that,  taking  the  whole  together,  he  supposed  for- 
eign bills  would  pay  fully  as  much  as  inland  bills ; 
but,  if  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  thinks 
differently,  Le  otuht  rather  to  hare  increased  the 
proposed  duty  aoore  twenty  cents,  than  hare 
made  his  present  motion. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  it  would  he  proper,  before  this 
debate  proceeded  any  further,  to  ascertain  a  fact, 
viz:  whether  it  is  customary,  in  drawing  inland 
bills  of  exchange,  to  make  three  or  four  copies  1 
Because,  the  reason  why  it  is  proposed  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  foreign  hills  is,  that  three  or  fotir  pieces 
of  stamped  paper  are  used  for  every  bill,  so  that, 
instead  of  a  tail  for  one  thousand  dollars  paying 
serenty-five  cents,  it  pays,  at  {M-esentj  three  or  four 
times  that  sum.  If  this  is  the  case  with  respect 
to  inland  bills  of  exchange,  also,  then  this  motion 
is  proper ;  if  not,  it  is  improper. 

Mr.  Champlin  said  that,  in  peaceable  times^  it 
is  customary  to  have  three  copies  of  a  foreign  bill ; 
but  in  the  present  state  of  thmgs,  four  or  five  are 
usually  drawn.  Inland  hills,  wnich  are  drawn  on 
distant  parts  of  the  Union,  have,  generally,  two, 
and  sometimes  three  to  a  set.  He  thought  the 
bill,  as  was  first  reported,  belter  than  as  it  now 
stands.  He  could  see  no  reason  for  pitching  upon 
a  round  sum  for  all  Mils.  By  this  means  persons 
of  small  capital,  who  generally  deal  in  bills  of 
small  amount,  will  be  taxed  considerably  higher 
than  merchants  .of  thegreatest  property,  who  aare 
to  do  with  the  largest  bills.  He  saw  no  justice  in 
a  l»ll  of  £100  paying  the  same  with  one  of  £1,000 ; 
and  if  foreign  hills  were  to  pay  a  round  sum,  he 
did  not  see  why  inluid  bills  ought  not  to  do  the 
same. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  without  a 

division. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  then  moved  to  increase  the 
duty  from  30  to  35  cents  on  all  Xoreign  bills,  which 
be  supposed  would  make  them  pay  the  saihe  as 
originatly  intended. 

Mr.  Walh  said,  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill  had  inquired  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
what  sum  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  ou 
as  an  average  duty  upon  all  foreign  hills,  so  that 
the  revenue  arising  from  the  duty  might  be  about 
the  same  as  that  arising  from  inland  bills;  and  he 
had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  30  eenti  would  be 
a  proper  rate,  and  would  rather  fhror  the  revenue 
than  otherwise ;  and  he  supposed  the  Secretary  of 
t'e  Treasury  better  able  to  make  this  calculation 
than  any  member  of  ibis  House. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  though  he  had  a  high 
respect  for  the  calculations  of  the  Secretary  oi 
the  Treasury,  yet  he  cbose  to  make  his  own.  He 
believed,  that  if  the  duty  were  only  30  cents,  some 
merchants  would  pay  no  more  than  that  sum  on 
a  bill  for  $1,000,  as  they  would  not  he  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  more  than  one;  and  some  wobld 
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run  the  risk — keeping  the  stamp  in  their  own  band, 
and  sending  uustamped  copies  to  the  foreign  coud~ 
try  on  which  the  bill  is  drawn.  At  any  rate,  he 
did  not  think  that  more  than  two  would  be  taken 
on  an  average,  and,  if  so,  tbe  duty  at  25  cents 
would  be  tower  than  inland  bills  and  notes. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — ten  mem- 
bers only  rising  in  its  favor. 
.  Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  by  this  bUl,  every 
draught  or  order  for  the  jnyment  of  money  within 
the  United  States  is  mad^  chargeable  widi  the 
same  rate  of  duUeft  as  are  chargeable  on  inland  bills, 
excepting,  only,  orders  for  the  payment  of  money 
on  demand,  drawn  upon  the  president  and  direct- 
ors or  cashier  of  any  bank.  He  did  not  know,  pre- 
cisely, what  technical  distinction  gentlemen  made 
between  inland  bills  of  exchange  and  draughts  or 
orders:  but  such  a  distinction  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  appears  to  make,  and  perhaps  on 
that  acAunt  this  provision  might  be  necessary. 
But  he  found  an  exception  in  favor  of  money  paid 
on  demand,  drawn  upon  any  of  tbe  banks.  He  did 
not  think  tnis  exception  proper  as  it  stands.  If  an 
exception  is  to  be  made  of  money  paid  on  demand 
it  ought  to  be  general.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a 
cbeckona  bank  should  be  exempted  from  duty  any 
more  than  if  it  was  drawn  upon  a  factor  or  indivi- 
dual. The  reuon  of  the  distinction,  he  supposed, 
was  thatagreaternamfwrof  checks  were  drawn  on 
bankers  than  on  individuals}  but  which  only  proves 
that  a  greater  quantity  of  money  passes  through 
those  channels  tnau  through  the  hands  of  Indivi- 
duals. In  the  country,  persons  have  not  en  oppor- 
tunity of  lodging  money  in  banks,  but  they  lodge 
it  sometimes  witn  individuals ;  in  which  casf  they 
would  be  subject  to  a  duty,  which  a  person  who 
has  the  convenience  of  a  tKink  is  not  subject  to. 
He  moved,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  words  *' drawn 
upon  the  president  and  directors,  or  cashier  of  any 
bank." 

Mr.  Otis  and  Mr.  Champlin  both  mistook  this 
amendment,  supposing  it  to  hare  had  for  its  effect 
thelaying  a  duty  on  bank  checks.  Under  this  idea, 
they  went  into  arguments  to  prove  the  unreason- 
ableness of  such  a  measure^  and  said  it  would  be 
like  taxing  a  man  for  taking  money  out  of  his 
chest ;  that  it  would  cause  people  to  draw  their 
money  out  of  the  banks,  and  of  course  disable  them 
from  carrying  on  their  business. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  that  after  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  finished  his  observations, 
in  order  to  show  him  the  misuke  he  had  laid  un- 
der, he  had  called  for  the  reading  of  the  section  as 
amended,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
had  taken  the  same  ground  of  error.  If  his  motion 
were  agreed  to,  the  banks,  he  said,  would  remain 
on  the  same  footing  as  before;  the  only  change 
which  would  take  place  would  be,  that  orders  um 
the  payment  of  money  on  demand  would  be  ex- 
empted from  duty,  as  well  as  bank  checks.  If  tbe 
ameodment  is  exceptionable  therefore,  it  is  not 
because  it  will  have  an  effect  to  injure  the  banks, 
but  for  some  reason  which  bad  not  been  stated. 
He  conceived  it  could  not  be  objected  to  as  open- 
ing a  door  to  evade  the  duty  on  inland  bills,  be- 
caiue  it  is  always  necessary  to  draw  them  at  a 
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certain  number  of  days  after  date,  or  at  sight,  as  it 
is  impossible  to  know  whether  an  individual  one 
hundred  miles  distant  can  at  sight  pay  the  sum 
drawn  for. 

Mr.  Batard  said  the  banks  would  not  be  injured 
by  an  agreement  to  this  amendment,  but  the  reve- 
nue would ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  making  the 
proposed  exception.  It  is  extremely  reasonable 
that  checks  on  banks  should  not  pay  a  duty ;  but 
the  profit  which  might  arise  in  tbe  transaction  of 
other  money  concerns,  on  demand,  wonld  enafaia 
persons  to  [^y  tbe  duty.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
a  draught  or  order,  on  demand,  ought  not  to  pajr 
a  duty  equaUy  with  dranghtsat  ten  or  twenty  days 
after  sight.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  duty  would  be 
constantly  evaded  by  dmwing  at  sigh^ hut  inform- 
ing the  persons  on  whom  and  in  favor  of  whom 
tbe  order  is  drawn,  that  though  drawn  at  sigh^  it 
is  not  expected  to  be  paid  until  a  certain  number 
of  days  after  sight. 

Mr.  One  said  the  genUeraan  frmn  Delaware  had 
anticipated  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make.  He 
would  however  add  one,  which  was,  that  not  only 
all  draughts  will  be  drawn  on  demand,  but  all  notes 
of  hand  will  be  turned  into  orders,  and  no  duty 
will  be  collected  from  any  note  or  inland  bill  m 
exchange  whatever. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived— 43  to  37. 

Mr.  GoRooN  was  not  satisfied  with  the  prori- 
sion  that  makes  orders  for  the  paymen  tof  money  on 
demand  liable  to  duty.  He  did  not  know  what  its 
operation  might  be.  Suppose,  said  he,  I  have  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  one  ot  my  debtors,  and,  wish* 
ing  to  get  it  from  him,  I  send  an  order  by  a  neigh- 
bour or  servant ;  this  order  will  be  subject  to  a  stamp 
duty,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  tbe  original  act. 
He  would  state  an  instance  witii  respect  to  himself. 
It  is  not  unusual,  said  he,  in  the  course  of  mv  busi- 
ness, (and  he  supposed  outer  gentlemen  of  tne  law 
are  similarly  circumstanced,)  to  have  orders  drawn 
upon  me  for  money  received  on  account  of  my 
clients.  These  orders^  according  to  this  provision, 
must  be  stamped,  which  would  be  very  trouUe- 
Bome  and  InconTenieot.  He  would  therefore  more 
to  amend  the  para^ph,  so  as  to  read,  "every 
draught  or  order,  bas^tffvabte received." 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  upon  the  strength  of 
objections  similar  to  those  ottered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  the  committee  at  first 
adhered  to  the  language  of  the  original  law,  and 
confined  the  duty  to  bills  of  exchange,  technically 
so  called ;  but  they  thought  it  best  afterwards  to 
adopt  the  present,  form.  If  this  amendment  be 
adopted,  the  bill  would  be  again  brought  to  the 
state  in  which  it  was  first  drawn,  and  there  would 
be  DO  occa-iion  for  this  paragraph.  But,  to  do  away 
the  objections  of  his  friend  from  New  Hampshire, 
he  would  stale  that  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  a 
person  to  reduce  an  order  under  twenty  dollars,  in 
which  case  it  pays  no  duty.  But  tbe  best  answer 
to  this  objection  is  this :  a  creditor  will  either  have 
a  li<|^uidated  deb^  such  as  a  bond  or  note,  or  an  un- 
liquidated debt,  in  account,  which  certainly  ought 
(o  be  charged  with  duty.  If  the  debt  be  of  the 
former  kind,  nothiog  foither  is  necessary  thaa  to 
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give  up  the  Beciuity,  if  leeeired  in  fnU,  or  if  in  part, 
to  write  a  receipt  upon  the  iDstrument.  - 

But  the  geatleman  is  concerned  for  the  great 
bodf  of  lawyers.  Mr,  O.  beliered,  that  where  law- 
jrers  had  got  money  in  their  hands  for  their  clients, 
a  few  cents  tot  duty  would  scarcely  be  missed  oui 
of  their  fee,  if  |nid  by  themselves,  or,  if  charged  to 
th^  client,  would  scarcely  be  observable  amongst 
his  other  costs.  No  general  principle  could  oe 
adopted,  without  operating  a  little  hard  in  some 
individual  cases.  The  qnestioD,  said  Mr.  O.,  is, 
whether  these  shall  be  endorsed,  or  the  whole  duty 
be  evaded ;  and  he  believed,  after  all  that  could 
be  done,  too  many  ways  would  be  discovered  to 
avoid  ajust  payment  of  the  duties  imposed. 

Mr.  Gallatim  hoped  that  this  amendment,  or 
■omething  like  would  be  adopted,  and  the  duty 
be  left  to  fhll-as  intended  in  the  original  act.  upon 
negotiable  bills  or  orders.  It  is  not,  said  ne,  so 
much  on  account  of  the  rate  of  duty  imposed  that 
I  wish  this,  but  from  the  great  inconvenience 
which  everywhere  in  the  country  attends  the  pro- 
eming  of  stamps ;  and  the  more  the  law  is  extend- 
ed, the  greater  will  be  these  difficulties ;  as,  on  most 
oecasioss,  where  a  person  in  the  country  wants  a 
stamp,  be  !ias  to  ride  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles, 
to  get  one.  Though  tlje  present  amount  of  the 
stamp  duty  paid  by  tbe  country  is  trifling,  he  knew 
it  had  proved  extremely  inconvenient  tolhe  people. 
It  was  well  known  that  draugbts  or  orders  of  this 
kind  are  never  negotiable,  but  are  merely  used  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  money  out  of  the  hands  of 
individuals;  and  he  could  see  no  difference  be- 
tween drawing  a  check  of  this  sort  upon  an  indi- 
vidoal,  and  drawiiic  it  upon  a  bank.  As  to  what 
gentlemen  bare  said  in  relation  to  the  injustice  of 
pacing  a  duty  on  bank  checks,  from  the  consider- 
ation that  a  man*s  drawing  money  out  of  a  bank 
is  the  same  as  if  he  took  it  out  of  nis  cbest.  it  was 
grounded  on  a  fallacious  idea — an  idea  that  the 
money  placed  in  banks  always  remaioed  there  to 
answer  the  checks  which  might  be  drawn  for  it. 
This,  said  he,  is  not  so ;  as  no  i>ank  would  be  able 
to  pajr,  in  anjr  one  dav,  the  sums  which  had  been 
deposited  there.  Indeed,  many  of  the  checks 
drawn  upon  banks  are  not  paid,  but  transferred 
from  one  person's  account  to  another ;  so  that  this 
drawing  of  checks  on  banks  is  more  of  a  money 
transaction  than  when  drawn  on  individuals. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said  that 
there  are  a  variety  of  ways  to  evade  this  act  with- 
out this  amendment}  that,  if  one  parson  wisbMl 
to  draw  an  order  upon  another,  he  bad  only  to  re- 
duce it  below  twenty  dollars.  If,  said  Mr.  G.,  there 
is  any  weight  in  tbis  argument,  it  woald  equally 
go  to  every  description  of  paper  directed  to  be 
stamped  ;  so  that  the  whole  law  might  be  evaded. 
It  had  been  said,  that  if  a  debt  was  a  liquidated 
one,  the  only  thing  was  to  send  a  reeeint ;  but  in 
all  such  cases  it  would  be  necessary  to  araw  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  whole,  when  perhaps  the  whole  would 
not  be  paid  J  and  with  respect  to  unliquidated  ae- 
coonls  no  evasion  could  be  supposed.  Besides,  if 
the  duty  can  be  evaded  in  one  case,  by  sending  re- 
ceipts instead  of  orders,  it  may  be  done  in  all,  and 
the  Bat  thing  wiU  be  a  tax  upon  receipts}  and  if 
5th  Cov.— 88 


'  the  present  provision  was  retained,  he  should  next 
expect  a  receipt  tax,  in  order  to  prevent  evasion. 
For  his  own  part,  had  it  not  been  that  there  was 
some  ground  of  complaint  against  the  present  ope- 
ration of  the  law,  wnich  he  wished  to  remove,  he 
should  have  wished  the  passing  of  this  act  to  be 
postponed,  until  stamps  could  have  better  circula- 
ted in  the  country. 

Mr.  Otib  said  he  felt  a  little  interested  in  keep- 
ing tbis  clause  as  it  stands,  and  he  thought  this 
question  of  considerate  importance.  It  is  a  little 
racabarrassing,  said  he,  when  gentlemen  friendly  to 
the  bill  should  be  struck  with  arguments  which 
are  agreeable  to  those  who  hare  always  been  op- 
posed to  a  stamp  act. 

Alt  the  arguments  which  he  had  beard  in  faver 
of  the  proposed  amendm«it  amount  to  this,  that 
possible  inconroiiences  may  arise,  in  some  tew 
instances,  if  the  bill  passes  as  it  stands  j  on  die 
other  hand,  it  is  evident,  that  if  tbe  amendment 
prevails,  it  would  have  the  sameeftct  as  if  the 
whole  clause  was  stricken  out. 

What,  asked  Mr.  O..  says  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  1  That  though  the  amount  of  duty 
collected  in  the  country  bas  been  small,  yet  It  has 
been  attended  with  inconvenience.  Suppose  it 
has,  said  Mr.  O..  let  the  people  submit  to  it.  Is  it 
not  better  that  tney  should  submit,  than  that  those 
who  pay  the  duty,  in  the  commercial  towns,  should 
suffer  a  greater  inconvenience?  If  any  part  of 
the  community  is  to  be  somewhat  put  out  of  their 
way,  ought  it  to  be  people  that  perhajM  do  not 
drew  an  order  for  $100  in  twenty  years,  or  thoee 
who  pay  almost  the  whole  of  the  duty. 

But  according  to  the  idea  of  the  genttemm 
from  Peniuylvania,  the  duty  may  be  evaded. 
The  whole  House  knows  this.  Br  whom  ?  By 
those  who  are  settled  about  the  country  and  deal  in 
small  sums,  and  who  would  divide  their  drans^te 
so  as  to  exempt  them  from  duty.  He  was  willing 
this  should  be  done,  rather  than  that  these  peo^ 
should  he  dissatisfied,  make  a  clamour,  and  raise 
liberty  pole*  about  tbe  payment  of  a  small  sum 
which  would  make  but  little  nifference  to  the  rev- 
enue. He  would  appeal  to  tbe  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  vrtietber  the  number 
of  persHis  in  the  country  is  not  very  small  who 
have  their  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  individ- 
uals as  their  bankers?  Besides,  if  a  person  had 
$100  in  the  hands  of  another,  he  could  easily  draw 
five  orders  for  it.  But  persons  who  have  money 
in  the  hands  of  any  one,  have  generally  a  bond  or 
note  for  it }  and,  mien  they  receive  anything  on 
account,  they  send  the  security,  and  a  receipt  is 
written  upon  it.  No  harm  or  inoooreDienee  can 
arise  from  this.  And  shall  we,  said  Mr.  O.,  relfii- 
quish  all  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  spe- 
cies of  paper  in  question,  from  tbe  cities,  for  the 
sake  of  aceommodeting  a  few  individuals?  Cer- 
tainly not.  As  to  the  complaint  that  stamps  are 
not  soffiiciently  circulated,  they  would  beeouA 
more  so  every  day. 

Mr.  Chahpun  said  he  was  against  the  original 
stamp  act,  and  in  favor  of  its  repealj  at  the  but 
session ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  ddeat  its  operatna: 
in  any  side- way  manner,  and  he  was  therefore 
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against  this  motion ;  for  tbe  simple  question,  said 
he,  is,  whether  all  inland  bills  of  exchange  shall 
be  exempted  from  duty^  (as  not  one  bill  in  a  hun- 
dred would  pay  duty  if  this  provision  was  made,) 
RDce  they  would  be  drawn  without  the  words  ''for 
ralue  received." 

Mr.  CrOBDON  had  not  been  convinced,  by  any- 
thing which  had  been  said  on  this  subject,  that  lus 
amendment  ought  not  to  pass ;  oo  the  contrary, 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  convinced  him  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  or 
something  like  it  Whenever  anything  is  brought 
forward,  said  Mr.  6.,  relative  to  cities  or  banks, 
gentlemen  are  on  their  feat  io  a  moment,  and  ex- 
claim, "  Will  you  destroy  our  eitiea  or  oar  banks !" 
Andii  anything  is  said  of  the  iaconTenience  attend- 
ing the  collection  of  money  in  tbe  country,  geu- 
Uemeu  are  told  "  that  all  the  revenue  comes  from 
the  cities ;  and  if  people  in  the  country  do  suffer 
inconvenience,  it  is  no  matter — they  must  submit 
to  it."  He  believed,  though  far  less  money  had 
been  paid  in  the  country  on  account  of  the  stamp 
act  than  in  the  cities,  that  the  inconveniences  ex- 
perienced from  it  had  been  much  greater  in  the 
country  than  in  the  cities;  and  if  this  clause  is 
not  amended,  said  hf>,  those  inconveniences  will  be 
greatly  increased. 

Gentlemen  say  (hat  this  act  will  .be  evaded.  I 
do  not  think,  observed  Mr.  G.,  that  it  will  be  evaded 
to  any  considerable  extent  in  the  country.  Coun- 
try people  are  not  willii^  to  take  securities  for 
money,  unless  they  have  evidence  sufficient  to  re- 
oorer  upon  their  security.  For  my  part,  I  see  no 
inconveniences  which  conld  arise  from  adopting 
thxB  amendment.  If,  however,  any  such  shonld 
occur,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  guard  against  them 
when  they  appear. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  establish  the  exceptions 
which  had  been  mentioned,  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  endangering  the  substance  of  the  law 
itself ;  but  be  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  done. 
If,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  the  words  '■  value  received"  were  ne- 
necesbary  to  make  a  paper  l^ally  binding,  and  a 
good  cause  for  action  in  a  court  of  justice,  nis  idea 
would  be  a  correct  one ;  because  everv  one  who 
took  a  draught  would  take  care  to  have  tnose  words 
Bit. 

He  bdieved,  however,  that  these  words  were 
not  necessary  to  sustain  an  action.  He  beliered 
that  where  a  man  acknowledged  himself  to  be  a 
debtor,  and  drew  an  order,  accepted  it,  or  paid  it 
away,  it  is  presumed  value  has  been  received  ;  and 
he  believed  a  promissory  note  or  bill  of  exchange 
could  as  well  be  received  without  the  words  ^value 
received"  as  with  them — it  being  only  presump- 
tive evidence,  which  is  of  no  use  where  real  evi- 
dence can  be  had,  and  therefore  these  words  would 
be  omitted,  in  order  to  erade  the  duty.  Mr.  H. 
aaid  he  did  not  lay  this  doctrine  down  as  positive, 
as  it  was  some  time  since  he  attended  to  the  min- 
uter parts  of  law;  but  if  he  was  not  correct,  he  had 
no  doubt  he  should  be  corrected  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
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of  the  clause  respecting  draughts  or  orders  being 
charged  with  duties. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried— 48  votes  be- 
ing for  it. 

A  desultory  conversation  next  took  place  on  a 
motion  to  amend  a  section  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides a  penalty  for  any  person  who  shall  accept 
or  pay  any  unstamped  foreign  or  inland  bill;  when 
a  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and 
the  committee  therefore  rose  before  the  question 
on  the  amendment  was  taken.  They  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 


TaoRSDAT,  January  3. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  Committee  of  Defence,  re- 
ported a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  suspend 
tbe  commercial  intercourse  between  France  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  and  fur  other  purposes," 
which  was  read  and  committed  for  Monday. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Batabd  rose  and  informed  the  House  that 
the  hour  was  arrived  which  the  Senate  had  ap- 
pointed for  the  managers  of  the  impeachment 
against  William  Blount  to  appear  at  tneir  bar  to 
sustain  the  impeachment ;  and  as  he  supposed  the 
House  would  not  think  rt  proper  to  proceed  with 
business  in  the 'absence  of  so'considerable  a  num- 
ber of  members  as  compose  the  managers,  he 
moved  that  the  House  adjourn  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  Varnum  thought  it  would  be  better  to  ad- 
journ to  the  usual  time,  and  the  motion  was  car- 
ried— 51  votes  being  in  lavor  of  it. 


Fbidat,  January  4. 
Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, said  he  was  directed,  in  the  absence  of  tbe 
chairman  of  that  committeej  to  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  have  printed  such  bills  as  the  committee 
might  think  it  necessary  to  frame  on  the  subject 
of  a  new  arrangement  of  the  laws  for  the  regu- 
lating of  tbe  duty  on  imposts  and  tonnage,  before 
tbe  same  was  presented  to  the  House.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Batabo  said,  the  time  was  arrived  to  which 
the  court  for  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  bad 
yesterday  adjourned,  on  which  account  he  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

MoKnAT,  January  7. 

Richard  Brent,  from  Virginia,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  in  tbe  House. 

REPRINTING  JOURNALS. 

Mr.  RoTLBDQE  said,  that  on  looking  over  the 
report  of  the  unfinished  business  of  last  session,  he 
ofa«erved  that  a  re>toIution  was  omitted,  which 
was  sent  down  from  the  Senate  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  and  not  acted  upon  by  this  House, 
proposing  a  subscription  for  a  certain  number  of 
copies  of  the  old  Journals  of  Congress,  founded  on 
a  petition  from  several  of  the  Judges  and  gentle- 
men of  the  bar,  stating  them  to  be  out  of  print, 
and  that  a  republication  of  them  would  be  very 
desirable.   Several  {ttinters  bad  given  in  pn^ 
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wb  for  executing  this  object,  but  were  unwilling 
to  undertake  it  without  legislaiire  aid.  He  wish^, 
howerer,  instead  of  agreeing  to  take  the  copies 
from  any  particular  {winter,  that  the  business 
ahould  be  left  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
■and  the  Clak  of  this  House.  Mr.  R.  therefore 
IHvpoeed  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect: 

•^JtaoM  by  ihe  Senate  and  Howe  ofltepn$mtativeM 
pfj^  VniUd  Statu  ofAmerieain  CongreuauembUd, 
That  tlie  Becretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Olerit  of  the 
Hows  of  Rmresentattrei,  be  aathoriied  and  directed 

4o  sobaeribe  for  -<  o^ea,  on  vDch  tenia  as  ttiey 

mmj  tbiofc  alipUe,  for  the  use  of  the  member*  of  both 
HtNisaa,  of  the  Jounab  of  Congreaa;  together  with 
rkIi  npovU  of  the  Heads  of  Departmenta,  and  of  both 
Honaaet  aa  are  out  of  ]print»  and  important  for  axtdain* 
ing  Ae  acta  of  the  GOTerament" 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DUTIES  ON  DOMESTIC  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  Habper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  said,  that  at  the  last  session,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  been  directed  to  collect  to- 
other all  the  laws  which  had  been  passed  rt  latiye 
to  duties  payable  on  domestic  distilled  spirits  and 
stilb,  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating  the  whole 
in  one  act ;  but  owing  to  the  ^reat  variety  of  bu- 
siness which  then  occupied  his  attention,  it  was 
not  done.  The  business  had,  howeyer.  now  been 
completed, and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
heio£^  desirous  of  acting  upon  the  subject,  in  con- 
formity to,  their  wish,  he  proposed  the  following 
resolution  to  the  House : 

*•  ReBoked,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
be  iuatracted  to  nrqwie  and  report  a  Ull  to  consolidate 
into  one  act,  and  for  amending  the  several  acts  reapect- 
ing  th«  dn^  on  domestic  distilled  ^hita  and  mt  atillB." 

The  resdntioD  was  agreed  to. 
USURPATION  OP  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITT. 

Mr.  Gbiswold,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  ihe 
law  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  asked  leare  for  the  committee 
to  report  by  bill. 

The  motion  was  carried — 50  votes  being  in 
favor  of  it ;  and 

Mr.  Qriswolo  then  reported  a  bill  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  therein  specified,  which 
was  committed  for  to-morrow,  aim  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

STAMP  ACT. 

The  House  weot  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  amending^  the  stamp  act^  and  the 
following  amendment  being  under  consideration, 
Tiz.,  to  strike  out  these  words  from  the  bill : 

"Oi  if  any  peraon  or  persona  shall  sector  pay  any 
foreign  or  inland  bill  of  exchange*  draught,  or  order,  on 
whidt  any  duties  are  chargeable  by  law,  before  the 
wne  dial]  be  duly  stamped,  the  perK>u  or  persons  so 

omnding  ahaU  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceet^e  

doIIarB." 

Mr.  Harpbb  believed  his  object  would.be  better 
attained,  by  strikioK  out  only  the  words  "  foreign 
or,"  ieaving  the  forTeituie  as  it  is,  on  acceding  or 
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Saying  any  unstamped  inland  bill,  draught  or  or- 
er.  He  therefore  varied  his  motion  to  Uiat  e&ct. 
Mr.  OoBnoH  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
•s  it  was  introducing  a  new  principle  into  the 
stamp  act  relative  to  inland  bills  of  exchange.  If 
a  provision  of  this  kind  was  necessary  to  secure 
the  duty  on  inland  bills,  he  did  not  see  why  it  was 
not  also  necessary  with  respect  to  promissory 
notes,  or  any  other  security.  But,  as  ne  saw  no 
occasion  for  it,  and  as  it  was  changing  the  ground 
taken  for  securii^r  the  duty  by  the  former  act,  he 
should  vote  against  it.  When  the  stamp  act  was 
passed,  it  was  tboueht  to  be  a  sufficient  security 
for  the  payment  oi  the  duty,  to  declare  that  no 
unstamped  security  could  be  a  ground  of  action 
in  any  court  of  justice,  until  a  stamp  was  affixed 
to  it ;  to  obtain  which,  ten  dollars  were  to  be  paid 
in  addition  to  the  stamp  dutjr.  ThisMr.G.thoo^t 
sufficient,  without  any  additional  pjmalty. 

Mr.  Qali^tim  renewed  the  motion^  which  had 
been  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  nom  South 
Carolina,  to  strike  out  all  the  words  which  went 
to  lay  a  penalty  upon  paying  or  accepting  Ulls 
of  exchange,  as  he  saw  no  necessity  for  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  earned,  without  a 
division. 

The  3d  section  now  came  under  consideration. 
It  provides  a  forfeiture  for  any  person  who  shall 
write  or  print  any  bond,  bill,  dtc.  upon  stamped 
paper  that  has  already  been  once  used,  until  it  be 
restamped ;  also,  for  erasing  any  name,  date,  sum, 
or  other  thing,  or  fraudulently  cutting  or  getting 
off  any  stamp,  with  intent  to  use  it  for  any  other 
writing. 

Mr.NiOBOLAB  was  apprehensive  lest  innocent 

Ersoos  might  be  ensnared  by  a  provision  of  this 
ad,  as  a  person  possessed  ol  a  stamped  piece  of 
paper,  upon  a  part  of  which  some  instrument  had 
already  oeen  written,  might  sell  it  to  another,  and 
cause  him  to  offend  the  laws  unkoowingly. 

Mr.  Gordon  believed  this  objection  might  be 
removed  by  adding  the  words  shall  knowingly 
and  fraudulently"  use  any  such  paper.  Agreed  to. 

The  4tb  section  provides  that  all  writings  upon 
which  duties  are  chargeable  shall  be  written  in 
such  manner  that  some  part  thereof  shall  be  either 
upon,  or  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to,  the 
stamps  or  marks  which  shall  be  placed  thereon, 
on  pain  of  the  person  writing,  contrary  to  the 

tenor  and  true  meaning  therecn,  forfeiting  

dollars. 

Mr.  Venablb  moved  to  strike  oat  this  section. 
It  was  so  indefinitely  expressed,  that  a  |>erson 
might  be  stibgeet  to  the  fine  without  knowmg  he 
bad  ofiianded. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAMB  was  against  striking  out,  be- 
lieving the  provision  to  be  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  the  only  objection  to  this 
section  was  the  one  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virzinia,  it  might  be  obviated  without  strik- 
ing out  the  section,  by  requiring  that  some  part 
of  the  instrument  shall  be  written  .upon  the 
stamp. 

Mr.  Venablb  thought  the  section  better  away. 
Many  persons  using  stamps  might  not  know  that 
the  law  required  them  to  write  upon  the  stamp; 

Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2667 


HISTORY  OF  G0NOB£SS. 


2568 


H.OPB.J 


Stamp  Act. 


[jAlfCMRT,  1799. 


■od,  if  they  did  not  do  this,  they  would  iDCOr  the 
forfeiture. 

Mr.  Waln  said,  he  vould  state  to  the  eotnmit- 
tee  the  reason  which  had  induced  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  to  introduce  this  section  into  the 
bill.  It  was  to  prevent  the  practice  which  it  was 
understood  had  prerailed  among  persons  who  deal 
in  notes,  called  accommodation  notes.  The  per- 
sons concerned  in  these  notes  set  them  discounted; 
and  it  is  said  that  a  practice  has  obtained  of  writ- 
ing one  of  these  notes  at  the  foot  of  half  a  sheet 
paper,  and,  afterwards,  as  the  notes  have  been 
cancelled,  three  or  four  other  notes  have  been 
written  upon  the  remainder  of  the  paper,  one 
after  another,  till  the  whole  of  the  paper  has  been 
oaed,  by  which  practice  the  duty  hu  been  ended, 
and  in  sncb  a  manner  as  not  to  be  detected. 

Mr.  Ons  confirmed  the  fact  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  last  np.  and  adding  that  he  belieTcd 
some  priTale  banks  bad  countenanced  the  decep- 
tion, tnAt  the  provision  could  affect  no  pterson  who 
did  not  tntena  to  defraud  the  r^enue.  What  is 
a  further  recommendation  of  the  provision,  it  is 
copied  from  the  English  statute,  where  it  has  been 
found  successful  in  preventinc  frauds,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Nicholas  acknowledged  that  it  was  desira- 
ble to  prevent  the  abuse  which  had  been  men- 
tioned, but  he  could  not,  on  that  account,  consent 
to  a  section  which  would  greatly  increase  the  in- 
convenieoces  at  present  felt  froiA  the  stamp  act 
in  the  country.  If  it  was  made  necessary  for 
stamps  to  be  used  in  a  particular  manner  on  naio 
of  forfeiture,  country  people  would  be  afVaid  to 
use  them,  and  be  obliged  to  employ  a  sertTener,  if 
they  had  only  to  give  a  note.  If  the  proTision 
could  be  coDfined  to  the  kind  of  notes  which  had 
been  mentioned,  he  should  not  object  to  it 

Mr.  Varndm  thought  it  would  be  best  to  pro- 
vide that  some  part  of  the  writing  of  every  instru- 
ment should  be  upon  the  stamp,  and  also  to  insert 
the  words,  ^  knowingly  and  fraudulently." 

Mr.  Otis  satd^  no  person  could  offend  against 
this  provision  without  designing  lo  do  so,  as  no 
person  would  think  of  beginning  to  write  upon  a 
stamped  piece  of  paper  so  far  from  the  stamp  as 
to  leave  room  for  any  other  instrument  to  be  put 
upoti  it,  if  he  had  not  tliat  in  view.  There  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  words, 
'*  knowinjriy  and  fnudulentty,"  if  it  were  thooffbl 
those  of  ^contrary  lo  the  tenor  and  true  meaning 
diereof,"  were  not  a  snfllcient  guard  for  innocent 
persons. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  was  pot 
and  negatived— 44  to  31. 

Mr.  BaTJLBD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,"  as  being  too 
uncertain  an  expression  on  which  to  found  a  pe- 
nal law.  If  it  was  provided  that  the  stamp  should 
be  written  upon,  the  Ihct  could  always  be  ascer- 
tainable. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Nicuolas, 
Otis,  and  Gordon,  and  advocated  by  the  mover, 
T.  Claibornb,  Harper,  and  Edmono.  Those  in 
Aivor  of  it,  were  so  because  they  thought,  if  the 
law  required  a  person  to  write  upon  the  stamp,  he 


would  be  less  liable  to  ol^d  than  if  not  direetwd 
to  write  upon  it,  or  as  near  as  conreniently  may 
be ;  those  opposed  to  it,  were  so  because  they  were 
apprehensive  many  poialties  might  be  incurred 
■  before  the  law  was  known,  and  because  it  is  usual 
at  present  to  irrite  as  near  to  a  stamp  as  is  conve- 
nient, at  least  so  near  as  not  to  leave  room  for  the 
writing  of  any  other  instrumoit. 

The  ^uesUon  was  negatived — ^24  votes  otaly 
being  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Cbaaplin  proposed  an  ftmendiDeDt,  mW 
modelling  die  section,  which  he  thought  wouM 
render  iiless  objectionabie }  but,  af^ci  a  few  obser- 
vations, it  was  negatired-^here  being  ottlyaereB 
rotes  for  it. 

The  9tfa  aectioB,  which  directs  the  manner  Id 
which  the  fines  shall  be  recovered,  was  passed 
over  without  amendmeot.  The  6th,  as  it  stood, 
provides,  "  that  no  duties  sbatl  be  levied  or  col- 
lected upon  any  bonds  required  in  any  case  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  upon 
legal  process,  or  in  any  judicial  proceeding,  or  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  any  trust  or  duty." 

Mr.  Dana  said,  this  section  was  introduced  to 
do  away  doubts  which  have  existed,  whether 
bonds  of  the  description  here  meutioned,  were 
subject  to  duty  or  not.  The  wording  of  the  sec- 
tion will  prevent  any  division  of  opinion  in  fu- 
ture ;  but  It  is  so  expressed  as  to  imply  that  thev 
ought  to  have  paid  duty  heretofore.  He  wisheo^ 
therefore,  to  alter  it  in  some  measure.  Another 
idea  occurred  to  him.  This  section  mentions 
"  bonds  required,"  and  there  are  bonds  which  are 
not  required,  but  wbich  are  allowed.  He.  there- 
fore, pn/foatA  to  strike  out  the  words  in  italic,  and 
10  insert  the  following  in  dieir  place,  rtz :  *'  noUi- 
ing  in  said  act  shall  lie  construed  to  require  the 
inyment  of  any  doty  on  bonds  vAxn  pnnoaDt  ta" 
Carried. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  further  to  amend  this  sec- 
tion by  adding  to  the  end  of  it,  "  nor  upon  any 
exemplificattoo  taken  out  by  a  jKirty  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  carrying  into  effect  any  judicial  proceed- 
ing." 

Mr.  Otis  said,  this  motion  would  go  to  alter 
the  principle  of  the  original  act.  The  intention 
of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticat 
had  only  frone  to  affirm  the  intention  of  the  former 
law,  but  this  goes  to  repeal  a  part  of  it,  as  there 
is  a  duly  imposed  upon  all  exempllfieations,  of 
what  kind  soever. 

Mr.  Bataro  did  not  thick  this  amendment 
would  ffo  farther  in  repealing  any  mrt  of  the 
former  law  than  the  amendments  whicn  had  jost 
been  adopted.  As  all  bonds  are  by  it  made  suIh 
ject  to  duty  as  well  as  all  exemplifications,  and  as 
a  certain  species  of  one  are  to  oe  exempted  from 
duty,  he  did  not  see  why  the  kind  of  exemplifica- 
tions to  which  he  alluded  might  not  also  oe  ex- 
cused from  doty.  This  term,  "exemplification," 
vras  differently  understood  in  the  different  States. 
By  some  gentlemen  only  a  copy  of  a  whole  record 
is  called  an  exemplification,  while  in  the  State 
of  Delaware  any  part  of  a  record  is  called  m 
exemplification;  and  comes  within  the  terms  of 
the  law.   It  was  his  wish  only  to  exeuee  pwrtiu 
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ttxanpli&cations  from  duty,  and  by  that  means 
But  all  the  States,  in  this  respect,  on  the  same 
fiMtiog. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  there  being  only  13 
fof  it. 

Mr.  Aluen  said,  a  considerable  differenoe  of 
opinion  had  existed  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
tKy  with  respect  to  bohds  or  notes  given  for  the 
furnishing  oi  certain  produce  or  other  goods  at  a 
*  specified  time,  whether  they  are  or  are  not  subject 
to  doty.  He  lud  always  given  it  as  his  opinion 
that  they  are  not ;  and  he  thoi^ht  himself  war- 
ranted in  this  opinion,  because,  when  the  original 
bill  was  under  consideration,  a  motion  was  made 
to  amend  it,  by  inserting  a  clause  to  include  con- 
tracts of  this  kmd,  when  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitteeofWayaaodMeanssaidit  was  only  meant 
tp  lay  a  duty  on  bonds  and  notes  for  money.  For 
huimU^  he  saw  no  reason  why  these  contracts 
ahonld  not  be  taxed  as  well  as  any  other;  but  as  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  House  at  that  time  that 
they  should  not  be  included,  he  moved  further  to 
amend  the  6th  section  by  adding  the  following 
voids:  ''or  i^KUi  any  contract  for  the  payment, 
delivery  or  perfomianec,  of  any  specific  article  or 


Bfr.  Otis  hoped  this  amendment  would  not  pre> 
vaiJ.  The  act  was  sufficiently  clear ;  and  if  this 
motion  was  carried,  he  should  expect  to  see  notes 
^ven  for  such  and  such  goods,  or  so  much  money, 
u  cmler  to  evade  the  duty. 

Mr.  Allen  had  no  pafticular  anxiety  that  this 
motion  should  pass;  out  he  thought  the  people 
ought  not  to  beleft  in  the  dark  as  to  what  instru- 
ments ought  to  pay  duty,  and  what  ought  not. 
Acts  of  such  a  kind  would  deswve  execration. 
Where  there  is  doubt,  that  doubt  cert^nly  ought 
to  be  cleared  away ;  and  that  there  is  doubt  on 
this  sutneot  is  wdlkaowu.  He  knew  ^t  an  offi- 
e«r  in  the  'Qoremment  had  declared  it  to  be  his 
opuuon  that  these  contracts  are  included  by  the 
acts.  He  wbhed  to  have  the  law  made  clear.  He 
propoied  to  add  the  following  woids  to  his  amend- 
ipent :  ^  whose  value  in  money  is  not  ascertained 
or  estimated  in  said  contract." 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment He  thought  the  difierence  of  opinion  which 
ecisu  on  tlus  point  ought  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  suppose  the  value  is  not  ascer- 
tained in,  but  outof,  toe  contract.  He  saw  do  rea- 
son why  notes  for  specific  articles  ought  not  to  be 
taxed  as  well  as  other  notes.  If  not,  nine-teoths 
of  the  duty  would  be  evaded  in  the  way  he  had 
neMioned. 

Mr.  Oallatih  believed  it  would  be  necessary 
e^bei  to  adopt  this  amendment,  or  to  re-«omrait 
the  bill.  The  Treasury  Department  had  inserted 
in  the  newspapers,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  the 
mtes  of  staniD  duty  and  the  objects  upon  which  it 
WHS  laid.  Taeae  bad  been  generally  read,  and  he 
hadserctal  times  the  question  put  to  him  whether 
seeurtltesofthekind  reiEcrred  tobythisaaaendmeot 
wvre  intended  to  pay  a  duty,  and  hod  constantly 

£'  KB  it  as  his  (^iBioD,  that  when  a  bond  was  given 
r  a  certain  thing  to  be  done,  though  there  was  a 
P—Jty  onaoxiBd  to  th«  bond,  no  duty  was  payable 


upon  it.  It  may,  however,  have  been  constructed 
in  a  difierent  manna,  tmd  he  uoderstood  it  had,  by 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  revoine.  On  looking  at 
the  original  act,  he  found  that  the  words  used  are, 
"  any  Iwnd,  bills,  single  or  penal,  or  promisory  note, 
or  other  notes  for  the  security  of  money."  But 
the  words,/or  the  aecuriiy  of  mmey^  apply  only  to 
notes,  and  not  to  hoods  and  bills,  single  or  penal. 
Indeed,  if  a  duty  were  to  be  paid  by  bonds,  of  the 
kind  alluded  to,  it  must  be  according  to  the  penalty ; 
and  if  so,  and  the  rule  was  to  be  general  on  alt 
bonds,  they  would  pay  double  the  sum  that  notes 
pay,  as  the  penalty  of  a  bond  is  usually  double  the 
condition.  It  would  be  necessary,  therefore,  either 
to  re-commit  the  bill,  in  order  to  nave  this  matter 
rectified, oragree  tothe  amendment;  but  bethought 
the  amendment  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

It  was  true,  that  the  law  might  be  evaded  in 
the  way  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  giving  a  note  for  sucb  and  suefa 

f;oods,  or  so  much  money ;  but  if  he  attended  to  the 
aw,  he  would  find  his  aigument  went  against  the 
law  itseUI  and  not  against  this  amendment. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
fifty-seven  votes  for  it. 

The  questim  was  now  upon  filling  the  blanks 
allowing  compensation  to  the  Supervisors  and 
Inspectors  of  Survey,  for  collecting  the  stamp 
duties. 

Mr.  Otis  proposed  to  fill  the  first  blank,  which 
was  for  all  duues  collected  from  persona  other 
than  officers  of  the  revenue,  with  six  per  cent., 
and  the  other,  upon  what  they  received  from  the 
officers,  two  per  cent.  The  fact  was,  Mr.  O.  said, 
that  no  compensation  whatever  had  been  made  to 
these  officers  for  their  services  in  this  business. 
By  the  law  passed  last  session  for  regulating  the 
compensation  of  these  cheers,  it  was  enaeteathat 
they  should  have  the  some  commissiotton  collect- 
ing the  internal  duties  as  had  been  allowed  to 
them  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  before 
this  law  passed;  but  he  had  never  made  than  any 
allowance  on  the  stomp  act,  supposing  Cungress 
would  fix  theii  compensation  for  the  busmess 
laid  upon  them  by  that  act.  The  commission 
allowM  to  the  Collectors,  said  Mr.  O.,  for  collect- 
ing the  internal  duties,  six  per  cent.,  and  he 
supposed  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  these  <^cers 
the  same  where  they  collect  the  money  j  but  where 
they  receive  it  from  other  officers,  he  sniqiosed 
two  per  cent,  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  say  that  the  Col- 
lectors have  six  per  cent,  allowed  to  them  for  col- 
lectmg  the  stamp  duty. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  in  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  ofl&cus  of  the  revenue,  Collectors  had  been 
allowed  six  per  cent,  on  all  the  internal  duties 
and  of  course  upon  the  stamp  duties. 

Mi.  Qaluitin  observed,  that  when  this  law 
first  passed  it  was  provided,  in  the  19th  section, 
that  the  President  should  cause  to  be  paid  such 
sum  of  money  for  collecting  the  duues  as  he 
should  think  proper,  so  that  the  whole  amount 
did  not  exceed  five  per  cent.  The  section  which 
the  genllnnaB  hod  read  was  postuior  to  this.  It 
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was  curious  enough.  Mr.  O.  laid,  that  after  the  I 
whole  expcDse  of  collection  had  been  confined  to 
fire  per  cent.,  that  it  abould  be  thought  proper  to 
give  the  Collector  alone  six  per  cent.  There 
would  be  much  less  difficulty  in  collecting  this 
duty  than  any  other.  The  reason  why  six  per 
cent  had  been  given  to  the  Collectors  on  the 
whole  of  the  internal  revenue,  was,  because  some 
part  of  the  collection  is  attended  with  great  trou- 
ble: the  collection  of  the  duties  on  stills  better  de- 
serves twenty  per  cent  than  that  on  stampe  de- 
serves two.  All  the  trouble  attending  the  collect- 
ing of  the  stamp  duty  is  selling  the  stamps.  In- 
stead of  six  per  cent,  being  allowed  to  the  Super- 
visors, he  thought  one  per  cent,  on  all  the  money 
they  receive,  whether  from  officers  or  others  would 
be  a  sufficient  allowance.  The  eommission  allow- 
ed to  them  on  the  other  duties  is  from  one  to  one 
and  a  half  per  cent.  He  therefore  thought  six 
per  cent  six  times  too  large  a  sum. 

Mr.  Sewall  thought  six  per  cent,  too  much, 
thoiufh  he  seconded  Uie  motion  of  h"is  colleague, 
but  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
as  much  too  low  as  he  was  too  high.  The  Super- 
visorsj  Mr.  S.  said,  had  to  distribute  the  stamps, 
and  either  to  employ  a  person  to  stamp  the  paper 
or  to  do  it  himself.  Besides  this,  he  had  to  keep 
a  record  of  the  stamp^  and  was  obliged  to  pay  a 
constant  attention  lo  the  business. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  allow  the  Supervisors  the  same  for  collecting 
the  stamp  duty  that  is  allowed  to  Collectors  for 
the  other  internal  duties,  and  what  reason  could 
be  assigned  why  a  principal  officer  should  not  at 
least  receive  as  much  for  his  services  as  a  rabor* 
dinate  one?  The  trouble  which  Supervisors  had 
in  this  business  was  greater  than  gendemen  con- 
ceive. If  a  person  come  to  have  a  note  stamped, 
he  is  obliged  to  attend  to  see  it  done;  and  it  is  of 
consequence  to  the  public  that  he  should  attend  to 
all  the  mioutise  of  the  business,  rather  than  that  it 
should  be  trusted  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  could 
not  be  so  well  relied  upon.  He  knew  the  Super- 
visors had  been  allowed  at  the  last  session  for 
clerk  hire,  but  he  was  nevertheless  convinced  that 
they  onght  at  least  to  have  five  per  cent,  allowed 
for  collecting  this  stamp,  duty;  if  not,  be  did  not 
suppose  they  would  undertake  it. 

Mr.GALLATiN  said  the  gentleman  who  bad  just  sat 
down  was  wholly  mistaken  as  to  the  allowance  here- 
tofore made  to  Snpervisors.  Last  year  their  sala- 
ries were  fixed  by  taw,  and  sums  allowed  for  clerk 
hire;  before  that  time  their  compensation  was  left 
to  the  President.  It  was  also  said  that  they  should 
have  the  same  commission  on  the  internal  taxes 
as  had  been  heretofore  allowed  them  by  the  Presi- 
dent. ThegentlemanfromMassachusettssaysthis 
allowance  was  five  or  six  per  cent  It  was  no  such 
thing.  By  the  schedule,  said  Mr.  G.,  lately  laid 
upon  our  tables,  we  find  on  spirits  distilled  and  on 
stills,  the  commission  is  from  one  to  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  sales  at  auction,  retailers*  licenses,  4lc. 
one  half  per  cent.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachnsetts  wished  to  give  them  five  per  cent,  for 
the  stamp  duty,  though  he  was  persuaded  it  would 
be  attenaed  with  less  trouble  tluu  any  other.  In 
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my  opinion,  said  Mr.  G~  the  Supervisors  are  the 
best  paid  officers  under  the  Qovemment  Thnr 
salaries  in  three  of  the  States,  exclusively  of  what 
they  will  receive  from  the  stamp  duty,  and  inclo- 
ding  $800  for  clerk  hire,  exceed  ^,000  per  annum, 
and  none  have  less  than  1,000  or  tljSOO.  There  is 
no  need,  therefore,  to  give  them  six  per  cent  on 
the  stamp  duties.  From  one  half  to  one  and  a 
half  per  cent  (according  to  the  proportion  of  the 
business  done)  would  be  an  ample  allowance. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  One  in  def»ce  vf 
his  motion,  it  ms  put  and  ocgatived,  without  » 
division. 

Five  was  then  proposed  and  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Gallatin  proposed  one  and  a  half,  which 
he  thought  rather  too  high. 

Mf .  Sbwall  proposed  three  per  cent.,  but  before 
a  division  was  had  upon  this  question,  ■  motion 
was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise.  It  rose  ao- 
cordingly  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tdbsdat,  January  8: 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Postmasta-  Gen- 
eral on  the  subject  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Road% 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  14tb  June,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  RoTLCooE  called  up  the  resolution  which 
be  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  respecting  a  sub- 
scription for  the  printing  of  the  old  Journals  of 
Congress;  which  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Rur- 
LEOGE,  Nicholas  and  D.  Fosteh,  a&  a  committee 
to  consider  the  subject  and  to  report  thereon. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FKANCE. 
Mr.  Gallatim  said,  that  the  President  of  the 

United  States  had  mentioned  in  his  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  "  that  the  course  of  the 
transactions  in  relation  to  the  United  States  and 
France,  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  during- 
the  recess,  would  be  made  the  snbject  of  a  future 
communication."  He  presumed  that  the  delay^ 
in  this  communication  was  owing  to  a  wish  of 
rendering  it  as  complete  and  perfect  as  possible; 
nor  would  he  have  been  desirous  to  press  in  the 
least  the  subject  on'  the  President,  bad  not  the 
HousCj,  by  a  vote  of  theirs,  declared  their  intentioa 
to  legislate  without  further  delay  on  subjects  im- 
mediately depending  on  and  connected  with  the 
promised  infmmaUon.  Among  other  bills  (more 
or  less  connected  with  that  subject)  which  are- 
made  the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  G.  alluded  partiea- 
larly  to  two  provisions  in  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Defence,  for  the  purpose  of  furtbn 
suspending  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  Sutes  and  France.  The  first  o(  these 
authorizes  the  President  to  permit  intercourse  with 
any  island  or  place  betongii^  to  France,  whose 
Governor  or  commanding  t^eer  shall  disavow 
and  refrain  from  depr^bons  uainst  the  vessels 
of  the  United  Sutes,  although  that  commanding 
officer  should  not  be  authorized  in  so  dmngbybu 
own  Government  The  other  i^oviston  empov- 
ers  the  President  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  other  cotmtriea 
besides  Ftwuce,  with  tlie  ports  of  Spais  and  Hoi- 
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land,  as  would  appear  wben  the  bill  cornea  noder 
dkeasnon.  These  two  provisions,  said  Mr.  O.. 
are  so  noTel,  and  involve  cooaiderations  of  such 
magnitode,  that  he  thought  it  improper  that  the 
House  should  attempt  to  adopt  or  discuss  them, 
before  they  had  the  fullest  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. By  making  the  bill  to  which  he  had  alluded 
the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  had  declared  its 
intention  of  entering  into  an  immediate  investi- 
gation of  those  important  measures.  He  there- 
fore conceived  it  necessary  that  the  information 
should  be  called  for  without  delay,  and  propoeed 
the  following  resolution : 

"  Reaokxd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
raqoMted  to  communicate  to  this  Honee  the  infonna- 
tini  with  iMpect  to  the  eouise  of  traniaetioni  in  rriar 
tfcm  to  the  United  States  and  France,  which  came  to 
liii  knowledge  dming  the  recess  of  Congress,  mentioned 
in  his  Address  to  both  Houses  on  the  8th  ulC,  and  dso 
such  fiifther  information  as  msy  have  come  to  his 
knowledge  during  the  present  session  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
soffeied  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow.  He 
believed  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
wants  will  soon  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Galljltin  bad  no  objection  to  the  motion 
lying,  provided  the  bill  to  which  he  had  alluded 
was  not  called  up  iu  the  meantime. 

The  SpiEAKER  was  about  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  resolvinK' itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bul  to  amend  the  stamp  act ; 
when 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  believed  that  the  amend- 
ments, under  consideration  yesterday,  would  re- 
aoire  some  time  to  get  information  on  the  subject, 
before  a  decision  could  probably  be  had  upon 
them.  The  shortest  way,  perhaps,  would  be  lo 
discharge  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  with  a  view 
of  recommitting  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  might  get  the  necessary 
information.  For  he  believed,  from  the  loose  in- 
formation which  he  had  obtained  since  the  House 
rose  yesterday,  that  he  had  himsdf  made  a  motion 
which  he  should  withdraw,  as  be  believed  it  pro- 

gosed  to  allow  two  or  three  times  too  much  to  the 
Supervisors  for  collecting  this  duty.  The  stamp 
duties,  he  said,  would  be  principatlv  collected  in 
the  large  cities,  and  thereiore  a  small  per  centage 
would  be  sufficient.  He  supposed  that  in  Phila- 
delphia alone  $100,000  a  year  would  be  collected 
from  this  tax,  which,  at  three  per  cent.,  would 
give  the  Supervisor  $3,000  a  year,  in  addition  to 
nis  present  salary. 

Mr.  Dent  thought  the  better  way  would  be  to 
postpone  the  eoDsideratiou  of  this  bill  for  a  cer- 
tain day. 

Mr.  Otis  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  either 
of  these  motions  should  pass.  In  consequence  of 
the  objections  made  yesterday  to  filling  up  the 
blanks  with  the  sums  he  had  proposed,  he  had 
watted  upon  the  Commissioner  of  the  ReVenne, 
and  gained  some  inibrmaU<m  on  the  subject;  and 
though  the  Commissioner  could  not  furnish  a 
•orrecX  retora  from  all  the  States,  he  could  do  it 


from  some.  He  had  obtained  from  him  returns 
for  two  quarters  from  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland^ 
and  it  may  be  supposed  thai  the  amount  of  the- 
coUections  In  those  Slates  will  be  as  great  as  in 
any  other.  He  thought^  therefore,  that  these  re- 
turns would  afford  sufficient  data  on  which  to  act;. 
the  result  of  which  would  be  found  far  less  thaa 
the  geotlemao  from  Pennsylvania  had  suggested. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  that,  from  the  ob^rvatioos 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  himself,  it 
appeared  that  either  the  motion  which  he  had 
made,  or  the  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from: 
Marylaod,  ought  to  be  adopted,  since  he  says  that 
he  has  received  information  from  the  Commis- 
it  of  the  Revenue  which  is  not  before  the 
House,  and  they  cannot  expect  the  House  to  acl 
on  a  business  of  this  sort  upon  any  private  infor- 
mation which  any  gentleman  Bhalf  inform  the 
House  he  possesses.  It  is  necessary  that  this  ittr 
formation  should  be  official.  Believing  the  mo- 
tion propos^  by  the  member  from  Maryland 
would  answer  his  purpose  better  than  the  one  he 
had  himself  proposed,  he  should  withdraw  his  ovni, 
and  move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  for  two  days. 

Mr.  Otis  was  against  this  motion,  because  he 
believed  as  good  information  might  be  obtained  in 
half  an  hour  as  could  be  got  in  three  days.  He 
thought  it  sufficient  for  a  gentleman  to  declare  in 
his  place,  what  has  been  the  amount  of  the  duty 
collected  from  certain  States,  in  any  given  lime; 
and  he  had  himself  seen  the  books  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue,  which  state  that  the 
amouut  of  duty  collected  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
nrlvsnia,  for  the  first  quarter,  was  $11,804,  and  for 
the  second  96,800,  so  that  it  may  be  supposed  the' 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  collection  of  this  doty 
in  Pennsylvania  will  not  amount  to  $40,000  a 
year.   He  thought  this  information  sufficient. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  put  and 
carried. 

IMPRESSMENT  OF  SEAMEN. 
The  fcdlowing  Message  was  ra;eived  from  the 

PREStDENT  OF  THE  UhITED  StaTEB: 

Gentlemen  of  tAe  Bbute  tff  S^>re$entatiees  .- 

In  compliance  with  your  denre,  expressed  in  your 
resohitton  (tf  the  Sd  of  this  month,  I  lay  before  you  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Oeoife  C.  Morton,  acting  Con- 
sul of  tike  United  States  at  the  Havana,  dated  the  13& 
of  NoTsmber,  1798,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a 
copy  or  a  letter  from  him  to  L.  Trezevant  and  William 
Timmons,  Eiqs.,  with  their  answer.  Although  your 
request  extends  no  further  than  to  such  information  as 
has  been  received,  yet  it  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  you 
to  know  that  as  soon  as  diis  intelligence  was  commit 
aicated  to  me,  eircolar  orders  were  given,  by  my  dirac- 
tion,  to  all  Am  cranmaoders  of  our  vesseli  of  war;  ft 
oufy  of  which  is  also  herewith  transmitted.  I  also  di- 
rected this  inteOigenee  and  these  orders  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Hia  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extrordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  SUtes,  and 
to  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  with  instrucliona  to  him  to  make  the  proper 
representation  to  that  Government  upon  this  salyeet. 
It  is  bnt  justice  to  ssy  that  this  is  the  first  instance  of 
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jniabdiaTioiir  vS.  any  of  the  Britiah  offieen  towaide  our 
veaeds  of  war,  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  Ac- 
cording to  all  the  representations  that  I  have  seen,  tlw 
flag  of  the  United  States,  aad  their  officers  end  men, 
have  been  treated  by  the  civil  and  military  authority  of 
the  British  nation,  in  Nova  Scotia,  the  West  India 
UattdB,  and  on  the  ocean,  with  uniform  civility,  po- 
Utenees,  and  friendship.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  first 
instance  of  miseondoet  will  be  readily  corrected. 
Jbn.  8, 1790.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

[CIBCOLAR.] 

7b  <Ae  ComtMBiien  of  Armed  Vmdt  in  ike  teniu 
of  the  United  Stateit  ewen  at  the  ifmy  Dtpartment, 
beeember  99, 179S. 

8iB :  It  is  the  poaitive  command  of  the  Preudent, 
tfiRt  on  no  pretence  whatever,  you  permit  the  public 
vMsd  of  war  under  your  command  to  be  detained,  or 
■earched,  nor  any  of  the  officers  or  men  belonging  to 
her  to  be  taken  from  her,  by  the  ships  or  vessels  of  any 
foreign  nation,  so  long  as  you  are  in  a  capacity  to  re- 
pel each  outrage  on  the  honor  of  the  American  flag.  If 
nMee  should  be  exerted  to  compel  your  submission,  yon 
•n  to  reut  that  force  to  ttie  utmost  of  your  power,  and 
when  overpowered  by  superior  force,  yon  are  to  strike 
your  dag,  and  thas  yield  your  vessel,  as  well  as  yonr 
mm  i  but  never  your  men  without  your  veaael. 

You  will  remember,  however,  that  your  demeanor  be 
n^ectful  and  friendly  to  the  vessels  and  people  of  all 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  Stales  ;  and  that  you 
•void  as  caxefiiUy  the  commission  o^  as  the  subauasion 
to,  insult  or  injury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
BSN.  6T0DDERT. 

Letters  which  accompanied  the  above  Message: 
Bxtraet  of  a  letter  from  Genrgt  C.  Morton,  acting  | 
Gmuulof  the  Umted  States  at  the  Havana,  dated  \ 
there  the  I9th  November,  1798,  to  the  Secretary  of' 
State. 

"  By  the  delegation  of  Daniel  Hawley,  Esq.,  I  am  at 
pment  acting  as  Coninl  of  the  United  States  in  this 
district,  widi  whkh  he  will  most  probably  have  ac- 
qoainted  ^on.  It  imposes  upon  me  the  mortifying  task 
of  infomung  you,  sir,  of  the  partial  capture  of  an  Ame- 
rican fleet  under  the  convoy  of  the  Baltimore  stoep-o^ 

war,    Phillips,  Esq.,  commander,  by  a  British 

■quadron,  off  tiiis  haibor,  accompanied  with  circum- 
atancfls  rather  grating  to  the  feelings  of  Americans,  and 
hj  no  means  analogous  to  that  good  harmony  which 
seems  to  subsist  between  the  two  Ooremmenta. 

**  The  anmrer  of  Meaara.  Trezemnt  and  Timraons  to 
My  annas«dnoteof  the  17th  instant*  roqneating  an  ex- 
Ml  relation  of  the  oooarrencetwill,  I  presume,  be  deem- 
ed aa  impartial  a  narration  as  can  be  given  of  the  wliole 
tiansaction,  they  having  been  passengers  on  board  one 
of  the  captured  vessels,  and  removed  to  the  Baltimore. 

Mi.  Morton  adds,  that  Commodore  Loring  ordeved 
the  flftyH&ve  men  out  ofthe  Baltimmv  "on  board  of  bis 
ihipt  jwevioiu  to  any  proposal  of  exchanging  the  na- 
tifM  of  one  nation  fin  those  of  theotlier,  and  retained 
At*  of  the  hands  aa  brtiig  Britidi  enlgeela,  without 
gMng  an  equal  number  oi  Americans,  whom  ha  ae- 
knewledged  to  have  on  board." 

H^VASA,  November  17,  1798. 
fliKTLKXH  :  As  acting  American  Consul  6x  this 


atj  anddiatriet,  and  of  oonrae  oUiged  to  fivward  thft 
moat  correct  statement  possible  to  the  Government  of. 
die  United  States  officially,  I  would  beg  the  fovor  of 
you,  gentlemen,  to  fiunish  me  with  an  exact  relation^ 
under  your  signatures,  of  the  unpleasant  occmneuoe 
which  took  place  off  the  Moro  Castle  on  the  16th  in- 
stant, by  which  you  will  much  oblige. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  aorrant, 
GEO.  C.  MORTON. 
L.  Tbxz£vaitt  and  W.  Tixxokb,  Esqs. 

N.  B. — It  would  be  proper  to  piemiee  that  you  were 
paaaengers,  and  your  diitMce  mm  the  Moro  Gaatle  at 
the  time  of  capture.  G.  C.  M. 

Hatahi.,  November  18,  1798. 

Sir  :  AgreeaUy  to  your  request,  we  now  c<nnmit  to 
writing  the  best  account  we  are  able  to  give  you  of  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Loring,  Commodore  of  the  British 
squadron,  which  was  lately  off  the  Moro,  towards  the 
United  States  ship  Baltimore.  We  must  observe,  how- 
ever, that  all  we  can  say  of  it  is  from  the  information 
of  Captahi  nxiUipa,  as  we  were  not  on  board  Iba  Balti- 
more when  she  was  visited  by  Captain  L's  officers. 

In  the  morning  of  the  I6th  instant,  we  dtsoovered 
this  squadron  when  we  were  in  sight  of  the  Moro,  and 
afterwards  found  it  was  composed  of  Captain  Loring's 

diip,  the  Camatic,  of  74  guns ;  Captain  's  ship,  the 

Thunderer,  of  the  same  force ;  Captain  Dobaon's  ship, 
the  Queen,  of  98  guns ;  Captain  Donnelly's  frigate,  the 
Maidstone,  of  32  guns;  and  t/aptain  Hardy's  frigate* 
the  Greyhound,  of  the  same  force.  We  were  piaaen- 
gers  in  the  brig  Nrafolk,  Captain  Butler,  whicht  to- 
gether with  the  ahip  Eliza,  Ciqitain  Baaa,  and  the  Inrig 
Friendship,  Oi^itain  Fuller, -were  cut  eff  from  their 
entrance  mto  port,  and  were  all  made  priaes  within 
gunshot  of  tiie  Moro.  We  obtained  leave  to  go  on  board 
the  Baltimore  vrith  our  ba^^age,  and  did  so.  When 
Captain  Phillips  discovered  that  thiey  were  English  shipe, 
(which  was  before  we  were  taken,)  he  stood  towa^ 
them,  and  spoke  the  Commodore.  After  we  gat  on 
board  the  Bsltimim,  the  Captain  informed  ua  Uiat  he 
had  been  on  board  the  Camatic,  and  the  Commodora 
had  told  him  that  he  should  take  out  of  the  Baltimwe 
all  such  men  as  had  not  American  protections;  that 
he  had  remonstrated  with  him  against  showing  such 
an  indignity  to  our  flag;  that  to  do  so  would  leave  his 
ship  in  a  very  defenceless  state,  and  would  deprive  him 
of  nearly  all  his  men,  as  not  even  those  who  were  really 
Americans,  or  at  least  very  few  of  them,  could  show 
protections,  because  it  was  alwajra  thought  that  our 
fl^,  on  board  of  a  Government  ship,  was  a  aofficunt 

Protection.  All  thia,  however,  was  urged  in  vain. 
!aptain  P.  returned  to  hia  ship,  and  the  Commodore 
sent  an  officer  on  board  the  Baltimore,  who  carried 
away  fifty-five  of  her  men  to  the  Camatic.  Captain 
Phillip  remained  in  expectation  that  nearly  all  the  reet 
would  be  taken  from  him ;  but  whether  the  Commo- 
dore, upon  reflection,  thought  better  of  it,  or  whatever 
else  might  have  been  his  motive,  he  sent  back  fiffy,  and 
kept  five,  among  whom  was  the  ship's  boatswain. 
Captain  Loring  proposed  to  give  up  a  nun^ierof  Ame- 
rican seamen,  who,  he  said,  wero  in  his  fleet,  if  Captain 
P.  would  give  him  English  subjects  for  Aem.  Ci^tain 
P.  refused  this  ofi^r,  and  the  American  seamen  were 
net  delivered  to  him.  Before  any  of  tiie  men  were  re* 
tamed,  be  aent  a  message  to  Captain  P.  to  let  him 
know  if  he,  or  one  of  his  offioera,  would  go  on  boafd  of 
him,  and  poiitt  out  who  won  Aaerimis  tad  wt»  were 
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not,  he  would  return  all  the  Amerioatu;  bat  this  wu 
dKlined  alao.  After  we  got  on  board  the  Baltimore, 
he  aent  a  lettar  to  Captain  P.  which  he  showed  to  as, 
in  which  the  Commodore  "  demanded"  that  he  would 
five  up  all  the  Britisb  subjects  on  board  the  Baltimore. 
To  Uiu,  Captain  P.  replied  that  he  oould  not  know  any 
of  his  men  as  British  subjects,  nor  could  he,  as  com- 
znander  of  a  ship,  in  the  serrioe  of  the  United  States, 
Ttrinntarily  give  up  any  of  his  men ;  but  if  he  thought 
St  tosend  an  officer  on  board,  with  orders  to  take  any 
annber  of  his  men,  he  should  not  oppose  it.  In  this 
answer,  Captain  P.  mentioned  he  should  lay  before  the 
Bxeentive  of  the  United  States  a  foil  account  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  day.  Shortly  after  sending  tlus  re- 
ply, the  squadron  set  sail,  and  left  the  Baltimore.  Com- 
modore L.  was  very  polite  to  us,  and  was  so  to  Captain 
when  be  went  on  board ;  but  Captain  P.  ctmiplained 
of  indecent  behaviour  from  the  infeiior  officers. 

LEWIS  TREZEVANT, 
WM.  TIMM0N8. 

G.  C.  MoBTOV,  Esq., 

yke  Connd  if  the  U.S.  at  Havana. 

The  Message  &nd  documents  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Another  message  was  reeeired  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uoited  States,  enclosing  a  statement 
of  the  grants  made  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Qorernment  for  the  year  1796;  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewalu  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  blU  pro- 
riding  an  uoiform  system  of  lumkruptcy  through- 
out the  Uoited  States,  when  the  motion  which  he 
had  proposed  when  the  committee  Uft  sat  upon 
the  subject  was  taken  op,  considered,  ajid  nega- 
tived-  AAer  agreeing  to  sereral  amendments,  Die 
committee  rose,  and  «ie  House  took  them  up  and 
agreed  to  them. 

A  motion  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Waln  (which 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  Qoboon^  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  then  negatived)  to  strike  out 
the  following  words  from  the  36th  section : 

**  And  no  certificate  granted  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
AaM  be  available  or  e^ctnal  to  discharge  any  debts  con- 
tracted prior  to  tile  date  of  this  act,  but  the  same,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  not  be  satisfied  out  of  the  effect* 
of  the  bankrupt,  shall  be  recoverable  in  like  manner  as 
they  might  have  been  if  this  act  had  not  been  made." 

Mr.  Waln  thought  that  when  a  debtor  submit- 
ted to  the  iDconveaiences  laid  upon  him  by  this 
act,  he  ought  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  b^  beii^  freed  from  all  his  debts.  He  thougfkt 
ihia  bill  calculated,  upon  the  whole,  to  benefit  the 
creditor ;  and  he  beliered  creditor  of  a  Iwok- 
rapt.whowa«  such  before  the  passing  of  this  law, 
would  have  a  better  chance  oi  being  paid  if  this 
provision  was  stricken  out  than  if  it  was  retained, 
because  the  friends  of  an  unfortunate  bankrupt 
would  never  think  of  giving  him  any  assistance 
to  reccHnmence  any  business  for  the  future  support 
of  his  family,  when  they  knew,  that  the  moment 
be  got  any  properry,  these  unsatisfied  debtors  might 
seise  upon  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  better,  there- 
fore to  leave  it  to  the  honor  of  a  man  in  this  situ- 
to  pay,  if  em  ha  •ball  become  able,  than  to 


deprive  him  forever  from  doing  anything  for  him- 
self and  family. 

Mr.  Craie  declared  himself  friendly  to  this  bill, 
but  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  pass  with  the  pro- 
vision now  moved  to  he  stricken  out.  He  was  not 
of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a  law  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors — a  bankrupt  law,  well  framed,  hebelieved, 
equally  beneficial  to  the  debtor  and  creditor.  If 
the  provisions  ofthis  bill  are  attended  to,said  Mr.C, 
there  will  be  found  important  benefits  given  to  the 
creditor,  in  order  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  debtor 
from  making  away  with  his  projperty ;  and  in  con- 
sequence ofthese  advantages,  the  honest  debtor  is 
entitled  to  certain  indulgences.  The  benefits 
which  creditors  will  derive  from  this  law  are  many. 
Any  one  creditor  to  a  certain  amount  may,  by  pe- 
tition, make  his  debtor  a  bankrupt,  if  he  sees  no  pro- 
bability of  being  paid  in  anj  other  way ;  where  alt 
his  debtor's  property  goes  into  the  hands  of  com- 
missioners, who  have  a  complete  control  over  the 
bankrupt's  prpperty,  and  this  by  a  summary  pro- 
cess. A  deotor  making  these  sacrifices,  therefore, 
has  a  right  to  expect  indulgences  in  return.  What 
are  these  indulgences  ?  His  body  is  exempted 
from  future  arrest,  and  any  property  which  he  may 
hereafter  acquire  cannot  oe  touched  by  any  of  his 
creditors,  who  were  so  prior  to  the  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy. And  if  such  bankrupt  makes  a  disclosure 
of  his  affairs  in  time,  and,  by  making  a  fair  sur- 
render of  his  pro^rty,  pays  a  certain  portion  of 
his  debts,  he  is  entitled  to  an  allowance  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  his  debts,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  commence  business  again.  But  the  clause  now 
under  consideration,  if  retained,  would  destroy  a 

Sreater  part  of  these  advantages,  by  making  a 
ebtor  for  ever  subject  to  be  harassed  for  debts 
ovring  before  the  passing  of  this  act.  The  only 
reason  which  he  oould  suppose  might  be  alleged 
in  favor  of  this  clause  was,  that  it  might  be  thought 
by  some  that  the  Legislature  had  no  right  to  inters 
fere  between  a  creditor  and  his  debtor,  in  respect 
to  transactions  which  took  place  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  law.  But  he  was  satisfied  that  no  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  could  be  formed  without  affect- 
ing, in  some  degree,  the  contracts  in  existence  at 
the  time.  But,  with  this  clause  in  it,  all  the 
benefits  in  the  law  will  be  in  fevor  of  the  creditor, 
and  the  debtor  will  receive  nothing  in  return,  but 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  ever  after  acquir- 
ing property.  Indeed,  this  clause  would  effectu- 
al^ do  away  the  check  which  is  provided  to  pre- 
vent a  banlcrupt  from  obtaining  a  certificate  un- 
worthily, by  making  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  his 
creditors  necessary,  as  this  species  of  creditors 
would  always  be  in  ftvor  of  the  certificate,  that 
they  alone  mij^ht  have  a  future  claim  upon  the 
bankrupt.  This  clause,  Mr.  C.  said,  would  clash 
with  the  power  constantly  exercised  by  some  of 
the  State  Legislatures  of  inssiiig  insolvent  acts,  in 
order  to  relieve  objects  of  distress  from  prison. 

Mr.  C.  could  see  no  mischief  which  would  arise 
from  striking  out  this  clanse,  as  a  bankrupt  will 
never  be  able  to  obtain  a  certificate  until  two- 
thirds  of  his  creditors  have  signed  it;  and  if  the 
law  is  passed  at  all,  it  ought  to  afford  a  reciprocal 
benefit  to  debtors  and  cr^itors. 
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Mr.  Batabd  said,  Dothiog  could  be  more  just 
and  reasonable  than  the  amendment  proposed ; 
ud  whea  the  committee  engrafted  this  clause  into 
the  bill,  they^  did  not  do  it  from  a  wish  that  it 
should  be  adopted ;  but  they  knew  it  was  a  great 
principle,  and  they  did  not  know  what  the  opin- 
lOQ  of  toe  House  might  be  upon  it,  and  ihereiore 
thonght  it  right  to  lay  it  before  them,  but  he  trust- 
ed it  would  not  be  adopted,  as  he  thought  the  pro- 
visioD  would  be  unjust.  Tois  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  goes 
to  divest  a  bankrupt  of  his  whole  property,  and  to 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  assignees,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  of  his  creditors,  as  well  those  who 
were  bis  creditors  before  the  passing  of  this  law,  as 
those  who  have  become  so  since ;  end  bariug  hon- 
estly given  up  the  whole  of  what  he  possessed, 
and  two-thirds  of  bis  creditors  being  satisfied  that 
this  is  the  case,  signioe  his  certificate,  he  is  at  lib- 
erty to  b^io  the  world  anew,  clear  of  all  embar- 
mssments;  but  if  Hom  clause  is  retained,  how- 
ever unfortunate  and  honest  a  man  may  be,  he 
may  be  oppressed  in  his  person  and  property  all 
his  life,  by  an  ill-disposed  creditor  of  this  descrip- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  believed,  that  when  this  subject  was  un- 
der consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
some  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  to  pass  this 
law,  without  a  provision,  would  make  it  partake 
of  the  nature  of  an  ex  post  /actolavr,  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  Constitution.  He  believed,  when 
it  was  recollected  that  the  Legislature,  for  want 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  has  passed  an  insolvent  law  in 
order  to  take  persons  out  of  confinement,  it  would 
be  acknowledged  that  no  objection  could  lie  against 
a  bankrupt  law,  on  account  of  its  interfering  be- 
tween the  contracts  of  debtors  and  creditors,  which 
wotild  not  equally  lie  against  an  ioaolvent  law,  as. 
without  such  a  law,  a  man  would  be  obliged  to  lie 
in  prison  all  his  life,  if  his  debts  were  not  paid.  It 
is  true,  a  bankrupt  law  discharges  a  man's  proper- 
ty, as  well  as  his  person,  from  the  power  of  a  cre- 
mtor ;  but  the  thing  is  the  same  in  both  eases. 

Mr.  B.  assumed  it  as  a  just  principle,  that  when 
■  man  gives  credit  to  another,  he  does  it  not  only 
subject  to  the  existing  laws,  but  to  all  others 
which  may  be  passed.  If  he  should  consider  the 
law  as  AT  pottjaciOf  he  should  be  as  much  oppos- 
ed to  it  as  any  other  member  could  be ;  but  not  so 
considering  it,  and  wishing  the  provisions  of  it  to 
be  equally  oeneficial  to  the  well-meaning,  but  un- 
fortunate debtor,  as  to  the  creditor,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried— 51  votes  be- 
ing in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  PiMCENBT  said,  he  wished  to  offer  a  new 
section  to  this  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  postponing 
its  operation  to  a  future  period.  Though  this  sys- 
tem of  a  bankrupt  law  has  been  frequently  agitat- 
ed in  Congress,  and  therefore  familiar  nere^  yet 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  laive,  tt  is 
a  system  of  a  novel  nature.  Mr.  P.  wished  the 
law  to  pass,  but  that  its  operation  should  be  sus- 
pended so  as  that  another  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture may  be  able  to  pass  their  judgment  upon  it, 
before  it  takes  efiect.  If  the  law  is  passed  and 
promulgated,  the  citizens  wiil  pay  more  attention 


to  it  than  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
heretofore.  We  have,  said  he,  heard  of  ^reat  ob- 
,  eclioDs  made  to  this  bill,  and  of  its  being  sur- 
rounded with  insurmouotable  difficulties ;  but, 
when  it  comes  to  be  taken  up,  those  difScaltics 
seem,  in  a  jgood  degree,  to  have  vanished ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  law  was  passed  aod 
laid  before  the  people,  tbeir  objections  to  it  would 
also  be  removed.  At  all  events,  the  Legislature 
at  the  next  session,  would  have  the  full  opinion  of 
the  community  before  thetn,  which  would  be  the 
best  ground  upon  which  to  form  an  ofnnion  upon 
the  expediency  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  another  reason,  which  was 
local,  for  wishing  this  postponement.  In  the  part 
of  the  country  from  waich  he  came,  the  manner 
of  carrying  on  the  intercoorse  between  the  mer- 
cantile and  planting  interest  is  different  from  what 
it  is  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States.  There 
are  with  us,  said  he,  no  wholesale  merchants; 
they  are  all  retail  as  well  as  wholesale,  and  the 
planters  purchase  what  they  want  of  them,  aod 
pay  them  in  tbeir  crops  when  they  come  down. 
So  the  connexion  there  between  the  merchant 
and  planter  is  more  intimate  than  in  other  parts 
of  the  Unitm.  The  merchants  have  to  depend 
upon  the  returns  of  the  planter ;  and  in  case  of 
bad  crops,  from  a  disappointment  in  returns,  the 
merchants  might  be  unable  to  make  good  theii 
en^gements;  and  if  this  act  were,  therefore,  to 
go  into  immediate  operation,  it  might  subject  them 
to  bankruptcy  before  they  had  time  to  guard 
against  its  operation.  For  these  reasons,  he  pro- 
posed a  section  to  the  following  effect: 

"That  this  law  diallbeof  nofnce  or  cflbctnntilthB 
lit  of  March,  1 800  ;  and  nothing  herem  conUin«d  duB 
defeat  or  invalidate  any  mortgage,  judgment,  ncogni' 
xance,  du.,  wherelnr  any  proper^  waa  bound  pienoiu 
to  the  time  when  ttie  t^eiation  of  Ais  law  riiall  coah 
mence." 

Mr.  N1CH01.AS  could  inform  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  if  he  thought  the  opposition 
to  this  bill  was  withdrawn,  because  no  objeetioa 
had  been  made  to  the  details  of  it,  be  was  mis- 
taken. It  appeared  strange,  that  though  that  gw- 
tleman  seemed  to  think  the  provisions  of  this  Dili 
incompatible  with  the  general  situation  of  the 
Soudiern  country,  that  he  is  willing  to  pass  the 
law.  For  though  it  should  not  go  into  operation 
until  the  time  which  he  proposed,  and  though  the 
next  House  of  Representatives  should  be  wholly 
averse  to  it,  it  would  still  go  into  operation.  To 
obtain  his  object,  the  bill  ought  to  be  postponed 
till  the  next  session ;  though  he  thought  what  the 
gentleman  had  stated  to  be  the  situation  of  his 
part  of  the  country,  was  a  fatal  objection  to  the 
law  itself.  Mr.  N.  did  not  think  this  a  proper 
way  to  legislate.  If  there  is  any  doubt  about  the 
propriety  of  the  taw,  it  ought  to  be  postponed,  in 
order  to  give  further  time  for  consideration.  To 
pass  the  law  in  the  war  proposed  would  be  tiam* 
melling  a  future  Legislature.  He  hoped  the  law 
,  would  be  passed,  as  all  other  laws  are  passed)  ot 
I  postponed. 

Mr.  Bat  ABO  called  for  a  division  of  the  quettiin' 
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The  first  part  of  which  beiog  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  repeated  his  opinion,  that  if  the 
law  was  passed  in  this  way,  it  would  draw  the 
atlentioD  of  the  public  to  it;  that  it  would  prove 
«  whetstone  to  their  ingenuity  to  find  out  its  de- 
fects, in  order  to  induce  the  next  Legislature  to 
repeal  it  If  this  was  not  done,  he  doubted  whe* 
ther  the  time  would  ever  arrive  when  we  shall 
hare  a  bankrupt  law ;  for  it  had  been  seen  how 
little  altentioa  had  been  ^id  to  the  subject  here- 
tofore. In  his  opinion,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. It  is  an  injunction  of  the  Constitution  to  do 
so.  It  appeared  to  him  necessary,  because  a  great 
eril  exists,  to  which  it  would  be  a  remedj;.  At 

S resent,  many  fraudulent  debtors  cheat  their  cre- 
itors  with  impunity,  and  many  unfortunate  but 
honest  debtors  are  grievously  oppressed.  He 
could  conceive  no  measure  more  desirable  than  a 
law  which  shall  prevent  the  hopes  of  an  unfortu- 
nate hot  fitir  trader  from  being  forever  blasted,  be- 
cause the  hand  of  misfortune  had  reached  him ; 
which  should  restore  him  to  society,  and  enable 
him  again  to  provide  for  himself,  and  perhaps  a 
large  nmUy.  Besides,  he  knew  nothing  more  de- 
slraelive  of  the  morals  of  the  people  than  the 
present  mode  of  taking  advantage  or  the  laws  for 
the  relief  of  debtors.  It  was  to  prevent  these  abuses 
and  to  provide  the  remedy  he  had  mentioned,  that 
he  wished  the  bankrupt  law  to  pass. 

As  to  the  situation  of  the  country  from  whence 
he  came  being  a  fatal  ol^ectioD  to  the  bill,  he  did 
not  think  so ;  because  he  believed  that  if  the  time 
which  he  proposed  was  allowed  before  the  law 
takes  effect,  such  arrangements  would  be  made  as 
to  enable  the  people  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  Batard  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the 
amendment,  but  thought  the  time  to  which  it  was 
proposed  to  be  postponed  too  distant.  He  thought 
the  gentleman  mignt  inform  his  constituents  suf- 
ficiently in  six  months ;  for  it  had  already  been 
seen  that  if  too  much  time  is  allowed,  a  subject  is 
not  considered  at  all.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  1st  of  March,  1800,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  tite  1st  day  of  November  next 

The  Spbakeb  suggested  the  propriety  of  leav- 
in^  the  time  blank,  which  might  be  filled  after  the 
principle  was  agreed  to.  Consented  to  by  the 
mover. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  most  distant 
day,  and  n^^tived,  there  being  only  twenty-three 
Totes  for  it.  The  1st  of  November  was  then  pro- 
posed, and  carried— 42  to  37. 

The  question  was  now  upon  the  amendment  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Batabu  said,  there  was  nothing  unusual  in 
tbia  provision ;  a  similar  one  was  made  in  the 
stamp  act ;  and  he  thought  it  proper  that  the  law 
should  be  published  for  some  time  before  it  goes 
into  effect,  that  the  people  may  be  thoroughly  ac- 
qoainled  with  it. 

Mr.  Craie  said,  this  appeared  to  him  a  very 
important  question ;  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  it  would  open  a  door  to  fraud  on  one  side, 
mad  to  f^iprctaion  <w  the  other,  he  therrfore  wished 
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for  time  to  consider  it,  and  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  carried. 

Wednesday,  January  9. 
AMOUNT  OF  STAMP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

EaoU)^,  That  the  Cnnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  the  nctt  annual  smount  of  tha 
duties  on  stsmps,  and  what  would  be  a  proper 
otMDpeiuakion  rht  the  allowance  to  Supoviaois  uid  In- 
spectors fbr  thsir  sendees,  in  preparing  and  distzibut- 
ing  stamps. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

DIRECT  TAX  LAW. 

Mr.  Cbaie  said,  he  had  received  information 
from  the  first  Commissioner  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, of  imperfections  in  the  act  laying  a  direct 
tax  on  booses,  dtc. ;  he  knew  the  zeal  and  atten- 
tion of  that  gentleman  to  be  such  that,  uhless  it 
actually  existed^  he  would  not  have  complained. 
In  one  of  the  districts  he  had  made  an  appoint- 
ment three  times  of  assessors,  and  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any.  owing  to  the  lowness  of  salary, 
and  short  notice  of  thirty  days.  He  moved  a  reso- 
lution that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  if  any  and  what  alten- 
tions  may  be  necessary  in  that  act,  and  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise.  Carried. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  House  took  up  this  bill,  and  agreed  to  the 
first  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Pincenby  yester- 
day, to  suspend  its  operation  to  die  first  of  No- 
vember.   Ayes  43,  noes  37. 

The  other  part  of  the  resolution  was  then  taken 
up ;  it  provides  that  this  law  shall  not  annul  any 
mortgage, 'judgment,  statute,  attachment,  or  recog- 
nizance, on  any  estate  or  property  entered  pre- 
vious to  the  act  passing. 

Mr.  Bayabd  observed  that,  with  respect  to  a 
mortgage,  the  resolution  was  not  necessary,  be- 
cause it  could  not  affect  it ;  and  with  respect  to  a 
judgment,  recognizance,  dec.,  it  was  improper,  be* 
cause  it  was  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  clear 
them  away  before  November.  But  when  neglect 
should  be  made  by  the  party,  he  hoped  the  law 
would  not  give  a  preference  to  creditors  of  any 
certain  description,  fur  one  ereat  object  of  a  bank- 
rupt system  was  to  treat  iu  creditors  alike,  but 
this  would  be  a  departure  from  that  object  in  favor 
of  certain  species  of  debt.  But  another  and  a 
great  objection  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  would 
give  room  for  a  number  of  fhiuds,  to  the  injury  of 
other  creditors.  On  which  account  he  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  prevait 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  S.  Smitb  against 
the  motion,  it  was  negatived— ayes  only  four- 
teen. 

Mr.  Habfbb  moved  to  the  effect  that  no  man 
should  be  entitled  to  a  statute  of  bankruptcy,  un- 
less his  debts  should  amount  to  five  thousana  dol* 
lara. 
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Mr.  OoBDON  spoke  of  the  impropriety  of  this 
motioo,  and  the  injury  it  would  subject  a  man  to, 
if  a  number  of  persons  should  apply  for  the  com- 
mission against  a  man  and  his  debts  should  not 
amount  to  that  sum;  it  would  thus  expose  him  and 
injure  his  credit,  and  suspend  his  business,  wtth- 
oat  producing  any  good  effect,  If  it  was  made 
necessary  that  creditors  to  that  amount  should 
agree  before  the  debtor  be  entitled  to  Uie  benefits 
u  would  not  object. 

The  motion  was  lost'— ayes  33,  noes  39. 

Mr.  Bayabs  moved  lo  insert  a  provision,  agree- 
ably to  former  acts,  that  all  demands  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  should  be  firstsatisfied  out  of  the  estate 
of  a  baokrupt.  The  whole  community  were  in- 
terested, he  said,  and  ought,  therefore,  he  thought, 
to  hare  the  preference.  Carried. 

In  a  section  it  had  been  tipecified,  that  no  one 
eieditor  should  be  able  to  take  out  the  statute 
against  a  debtor,  except  fw  two  hundred  doUua, 
« if  two,  three,  or  fire  hgndred  dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbwall,  the  bill  was  recom- 
nitted'  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  alter 
these  sums.  The  committee  sat,  and  agreed  to 
replace  them  with  one  thousand,  fifteen  hundred, 
and  two  thousand  dollars ;  to  which  the  House 
agreed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  Friday — ayes  48,  noes  36. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobhe  said,  as  this  was  a  very 
important  bill,  and  one  on  which  much  interest 
depended,  he  would  move  that  the  House  be  called 
at  12  o'clock  on  Friday.  Ayes  40,  noes  39 ;  the 
Speaker  declaring  in  the  negative,  it  was  lost. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Ons  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
to  prevent  commercial  intercourse  with  France. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  did  not  suspect  that  the 
bill  would  have  been  called  up,  until  the  commu- 
aiealions  from  the  President  nad  arrived  on  that 
head.  When  he  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  yes- 
terday to  call  for  that  information,  the  House  were 
informed  that  it  might  soon  be  expected,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  had  not  this  dav  called  up 
the  resolution.  He  did  not  think  this  bill  ought  to  be 
called  up  until  the  House  received  every  informa- 
ti<Hi  they  could  get  relative  to  our  situation  with 
France.  Twenty-eight  members  only  rising  in  the 
affirmative,  it  was  not  taken  up. 

VSURPATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  Mr.  Dent  in 
the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  punishing  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States.  It  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Re  d  enaeted,  4«<»  Thatif  any  person,  being  a  citi- 
•  ten  of  the  United  8tate%  whether  he  be  sctoally  nn- 
dent  or  abiding  within  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
foreign  country,  ahsil,  without  the  permission  or  au- 
thori^  of  the  Oovcomnentof  the  United  States,  direct- 
iy  at  indireelly,  oonuwnca  or  cany  on  any  verbal  or 
written  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  any  fordgn 
Government,  or  any  officer  or  agent  thereof,  relating  to 
•ny  dispute  or  cmtroverar  between  any  fimign  Qov- 
emraent  and  the  United  States,  with  an  intent  to  ado* 
anee  tlw  mmmang  oc  conduct  of  the  Govenunent  hav- 
ing di^lae  or  controversiea  with  the  United  Stales*  ae 


I  aforesaid ;  or  if  any  peieoa,  bdng  a  eiliien  eg  oc  re^ 
I  dent  within,  the  Umted  SUtea,  and  not  dnfy  aadior* 
{  iied,  shall  counsel,  advise,  aid  or  assist,  in  any  such 

;  correspondence,  with  intent  as  afinesaid,  he  or  thay 
;  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor ;  and,  on 
I  conviction  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
t  juriidicdon  thereof  shall  be  poniahed  by  a  fine  not  ex- 

I  ceeding  tbotuand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment 

I  during  a  term  not  less  than  months,  nor  exceed- 
ing  years." 

Mr.  Bayahd  proposed  to  fill  the  first  bla»k  With 
five,  the  second  with  six,  and  the  third  with  three  • 
Carried. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
words  "  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,"  in  the 
sixth  lincj  are  too  uncertain  an  expression,  where 
a  crime  is  defined.  The  Government,  said  Mr. 
S.,  consists  of  the  Legislative  as  well  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive Draartment,  and  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  might  not  even  go  to 
prevent  the  Bxecntive  from  employing  any  for^ 
eign  Minister,  as  a  person  so  employed  could  not 
be  strictly  said  to  be  employedf  by  the  Qovern- 
ment. fiiesides,  there  might  cases  arise  in  which 
(he  President  would  wish  to  employ  an  agent 
abroad,  without  consulting  the  Senate,  which,  by 
the  present  bill,  he  would  be  excluded  from  doing. 
Mr.  S.,  therefore,  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  shall,  without  tne  permission  or  authority  of  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,"  and  to  insert 
in  their  place,  "  not  being  emi>owered  or  employed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
lawful  authority." 

Mr.  Nicholas  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  how  far  such  a  provision  would 
accord  with  the  Constitution,  which  declafcs  that 
all  foreign  Ministers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  with  the  eoncurrence  of  the  Senate.  I 
do  not  think,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  it  is  more  in  the 
President's  power  alone  to  send  abroad  agents  of 
this  kind,  than  it  is  in  mine.  He  thought  the  bill 
would  be  much  more  excqHimable  with  this 
amendment,  than  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Sbwall  did  not  believe  that  all  agoits  em- 
ployed by  the  President  abroad  would  come  with- 
in the  description  of  foreign  Ministers  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution ;  but  though  such  agents,  not 
being  Ministers,  could  not  conclude  a  treaty,  yet 
they  might  influence  the  measures  of  a  foreign 
Qovernment,  and  such  persons,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  President,  or  other  lawful  au- 
thority, ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of 
this  bill.  As  the  bill  at  present  stands,  the  Presi- 
dent himsdf  would  scarcely  be  at  liberty  to  write 
a  letter  to  a  foreign  Minister  on  the  soigect  of  any ' 
existing  disputes  between  the  two  Govemmenis. 
Besides,  said  Mr.  there  are  eases  in  wMch  the 
President  alone  is  authorized  by  the  ConstitutioD 
to  send  Ministers  abroad.  For  instance,  he  magr 
do  it  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  or  he  might  em- 
ploy a  Consul  resident  in  a  foreign  country,  to 
correspond  with  a  foreign  Minister  on  any  subject 
of  dispute  between  the  two  Qovemments. 

Mr.  GALI.ATIH  said,  if  he  uflderstuod  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massacbusetis,  it  was  to 
enaUathc  Prtaident,  or  other  lawful  attthoricy,  la 
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as|^oy  what  msy  be  called  prirate  or  secret  agents, 
not  ander  the  authority  of  the  Governmeat,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  this  bill,  bat  under  thapri- 
Tate  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  any  other  officer 
of  the  GtoTerncnent.   This  would  be  giving  sanc- 
tion to  a  new  priocij^e  in  this  country.   He  con- 
oeired  that  ell  the  negotiations  carried  on  between 
the  (Jaited  States  aod  foreign  countries  ought  to 
be     means  of  public  Minutei^  in  the  manner 
pronded  by  the  Constitation.  If  there  are  any 
cases,  alloWed  by  the  C(mBtitntio&,  in  which  the 
President  may  authorize  a  Ministet,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  he  will,  in  doing  so, 
act  under  the  authority  of  tne  GoTemmeni  of  the 
United  States,  and  come  within  the  tenor  of  this 
bilL   Bat  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
itttroduee  a  principle  that  the  President  or  the 
Secretary  of  State,  at  their  pleasure,  shall  hare 
power  to  carry  on  a  private  or  other  eorrespond- 
enee  with  any  foreign  Oorernment,  through  any 
Qiediam,  except  such  as  is  pointed  out  by  the 
Constitution.   Toallowof  thi9,he  was  of  opmion, 
would  open  a  door  to  infinitely  greater  danger 
than  that  propiosed  to  be  gnarded  against  by  this 
bill.   Sdeh  a  correspondence  might  not  only  have 
relMion  to  existing  disputes  between  this  country 
•Dd  another,  but  also  to  future  potitieal  connex- 
ions, Sueh  a  eorrespondence  would  form  no  part 
of  the  papers  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State ;  it  would  be  the  correspondence 
of  the  man,  and  not  of  the  officer;  it  would  not 
therefore,  remain  in  the  office  after  he  lefl  it,  and 
a  future  President  or  Secretary  of  State  could  not 
act  upon  it.   If  this  amendment,  therefore,  was 
agreed  to,  this  would  not  only  be  a  bill  to  punish 
erimes,  (such  as  they  are,)  but  to  introduce  a  prin- 
ciple never  yet  allowed  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  if  the  words  '*  or  other  lawful 
authority,"  were  objected  to,  he  should  hare  no 
objection  to  dispense  with  them.  If  such  an  agent 
is  emploved,  it  must  be  by  the  President  or  by 
law.  Tne  Secretary  of  State  would  have  no 
power  to  emfdoy  agents  of  this  kind.  As  the  law 
now  stands,  uty  individual  may  employ  himself 
in  ihis  bosiness.  He  wished,  in  Aiture,  unauthor^ 
ized  ittdividnab  migin  be  restrained  in  this  re- 
spect, bu  he  wished  the  President  of  the  United 
StMes  to  be  left  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  do  what 
he  saw  proper  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  BATABDdid  not  think  this  amendment  ne- 
eesaary.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ob- 
jects to  the  term  "  Government,"  because,  he  says, 
it  emtwaces  the  L^slative  as  well  as  the  Execu- 
tive authority;  but  the  word  "Ctoremment"  is 
here  to  be  understood  according  to  the  subject- 
matter.  Any  Legislative  act  done  under  the  Oov- 
ermnent,  mnst  be  considered  as  an  act  of  the  Qov- 
ernmenl.  Even  a  Marshal  of  the  Government, 
when  he  does  an  act,  does  it  under  the  Ghivero- 
ment.  ThewordGoTerDmentmeansherelawfulao- 
th<nrity.  Snroose  a  law  were  to  be  passed,  author- 
thiziue  Ae  President  to  appoint  a  Blinister  abroad, 
Iffiniater  would  then  be  appointed  by  Qorem- 
nent,  neeoFding  to  the  gentleman's  own  doctrine, 
beeanae  the  LegiilatiiTe  would  hare  concurred  in 


the  appointment.  But  Mr.  B.  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  made  any  difiierence  whether  the  President 
derived  his  power  to  appoint  a  Minister  from  the 
Constitution,  or  from  a  law?  Certainly  not; 
since  the  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  He  therefore  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  negatived. 
The  question  was  put  and  negatived. 
Mr.  Dawsok  said  he  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  House  first  took  up  the  subject,  or  he 
should  have  ogfoaed  it  altogether.  He  would 
now  propose  an  additional  section  to  the  bill.  , 

*'Beit  atadei,  4«<*  That  neiUwr  the  Pnsidant,  nw 
any  other  officer  of  the  United  States,  •faaU  employ  any 
person,  taeeat  those  q^pinted  under  the  Cimititatioilf 
to  canyon,  oBrectlyoriadifec^,  any  coiMpondenee  or 
hitercourse  with  a^rr  fineignCfovcmntent,  cr  any  officer 
or  agent  thereoC" 

Mr.  Nicholas  thotight  this  amendment  perfect- 
ly in  the  spirit  of  the  bill ;  but,  as  he  was  against 
the  bill,  he  should  also  be  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  was  also  desirous 
of  negativing  this  proposition ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, he  wished  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible. 
He  would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  it  by  adding 
to  it  the  words,  "or  Vice  President,"  after  the 
word  "  President."  He  could  not  conceive  the 
reason  why  the  mover  bad  omitted  this  officer  in 
particular. 
Mr.  Dawbom  consented  to  the  addition. 
Mr.  PiNCKNBT  did  not  think  it  neeesarr  to  speak 
to  the  merits  of  the  amendment,  butbarely  to  state 
that  it  would  be  useless.  All  power  with  respect 
to  negotiations  with  for^ga  Governments,  is 
placeo  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  no  act  of  Congress-  can  alter  the 
Constitution.  If  the  President  negotiates  consist- 
ently with  the  Constitution,  he  acts  under  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  act  is  an  act  of  the  Government. 
If  he  has  not  the  power  of  making  use  of  agents 
under  the  Constitution,  this  act  wul  not  nve  it  to 
him.  This  House  can  neither  give  nor  take  away 
power  on  this  subject. 

The  question  was  put  and  n^tired ;  there  be- 
ing only  8  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Oallatin  said,  when  the  proposition  upon 
which  this  Mil  was  j^unded  was  before  the 
House,  he  olijected  to  its  generality  in  respect  to 
the  correspondence  to  be  carried  on.  The  objec- 
tion he  made  was^  tlttt  it  would  include  the  cta- 
respondence  and  intercourse  of  individuals  in  re- 
lation to  their  private  concerns.  All  cases  where 
a  change  of  the  measures  of  Government  was  at- 
tempted, though  itwere  done  merely  by  an  individ- 
ual to  secure  his  private  rights,  would  come  within 
the  meaning  of  this  bill.  Thus,  ii  an  individual, 
whose  vessel  is  taken  by  the  French  should,  after 
his  vessel  is  carried  into  one  of  their  ports,  remon- 
strate or  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  any  of 
the  agents  of  that  Government,  he  mnst  do  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  that  his  arjg:uments  shall  not  in- 
volve any  of  the  general  principles  in  dispute  b^ 
tween  the  two  Grovemments  j  because,  the  mo- 
ment he  does  this,  he  falls  within  the  penalties  of 
the  bill.  Now  it  appeared  extremely  lufficalt,  Mr. 
O.  said,  that  an  individual,  who  is  not  mlj  per- 
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haps  coDcerned  for  himself,  but  an  agent  for  otb^,  i 
should  be  able  to  make  a.aj  effectual  applicatioD  i 
to  tbe  French  Ooverament,  without  takipg  into  , 
consideration,  in  some  respect,  tbe  princi^eii  of 
dispute  between  the  two  Governments.   It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  if  tiiis  bill  is  passed  into,  a 
law,  a  provision  should  be  inserted  to  exclude 
cas6s  of  this  kind  from  the  act.   He  bad  not  him- 
self prepared  sucb  a  provision ;  it  would  take  some 
time  to  do  it.   He  wished,  however,  the  gentle- 
man who  brought  in  this  bill,  would  either  pro- 
pose such  a  piOTision,  or  show  to  him  that  these 
udtviduals  do  not  come  within  the  operation  of 
the  bUL  If  not,  he  ahould  himself  prepare  such 
a  provision. 

Mr.  Otis  did  not  see  the  least  occasion  for  a 
provision  of  this  kind.  Erery  owner  or  com- 
mander of  a  Teasel  is  jauthorized  by^  the  law  of 
nations  to  make  application  for  the  release  of  his 
own  property  in  anjr  case  of  unlawful  capture. 
This  IS  a  right  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  could  not  deprive  them  of,  and  in- 
stead of  acting  contrary  to  the  authority  of  Gor- 
ernment,  in  applying  for  redress,  such  an  applica- 
tion would  be  under  their  sanction.  The  words, 
"with  an  intent  to  influence  the  measures  of  a 
foreign  Government."  must  relate  to  general  pub- 
lic measures,  not  to  tbe  concerns  of  any  indiviaual. 
This  objection,  he  apprehended,  was  made  with  a 
view  of  casting  a  shade  over  the  bill,  more  than 
for  any  real  intention  ai  improTing  it.  If,  how- 
ever, the  gentleman  could  propose  anjr  clause  of 
this  kind  which  would  not  mterfere  with  the  spi- 
rit of  the  bill,  be  should  have  no  objection  to  vote 
for  it.  Mr.  O.  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  introduce  an  amendment 
into  the  bill,  after  the  words  "foreign  Govern- 
ment," viz :  "  being  at  peace  with  tbe  United 
Slates,"  because  if  the  correspondence  was  with 
a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war,  tbe  offence 
might  amount  to  treason,  by  adhering  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States.  And  this  law  being 
Hubsequent  to  that  which  defines  the  punishment 
for  treason,  might  be  considered  as  a  repeal  of  it. 
He,  therefore,  moved  this  amendment. 

Mr.  PiHCKHBY  believed,  if  the  gentleman  would 
recollect  that  treason  was  a  Constitutional  crime, 
and  that  nothiiuc  which  Congress  mi^t  do  could 
alter  it,  he  would  see  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Nicholas  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  for  extmding  this  law  too  far, 
for  the  purposes  intended.  The  endeavors  of  an 
individual  to  procure  peace  for  a  nation,  could 
surely  never  be  construed  into  treason.  The  gen- 
tleman should  extend  his  views  a  little  further ; 
the  time  may  arrive  when  it  may  be  found  neces- 
sary to  force  a  peace  upon  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Otib  explained. 

Mr.  Gordon  did  not  think  this  amendment 
necessary.  _He  did  not  like  it  because  it  seems 
strongly  to  imply,  that  though  this  correspondence 
may  not  be  earned  on  in  time  of  peace,  it  may  be 
carried  on  in  time  of  war,  though  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  this  hill  to  restrict  improper  correspond- 
«ice  at  all  times,  both  of  peace  ana  of  war.  With 
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respect  to  this  law  having  the  effect  to  repeal  the 

Eunishment  for  treason,  it  cannot  be,  since  both 
iwy  are  affirmative. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived  without  a 

division. 

Mr.  Eggleston  being  unwilling  to  punish  any 
act  ascriminsl  which  he  deemed  innocent,  moved 
to  strike  out  after  the  words  "United  States," 
"  as  aforesaid"  and  to  insert  in  their  place  the 
following  words,  "so  as  to  prevent  or  impede  the 
amicable  adjustment  of  said  disputes  or  contro- 
versies." 

Mr.  Batabd  said,  if  thb  amencUneot  was 
adopted,  tbe  intent  of  the  bill  would  be  defeated. 
What  sort  of  evidence  could  be  made  use  of,  to 
prove  the  good  disposition  of  the  person  charged 
with  an  interference  of  this  kind  1  If  this  amend- 
ment were  to  pass,  a  person  might  carry  on  any 
correspondence  whatever,  and  no  punishment 
could  be  inflicted  upon  him,  unless  a  bad  inten- 
tion was  proved.  The  object  of  this  law  is  to 
prevent  these  private  interferences  altogether, 
since  the  Constitution  has  placed  the  power  oi 
negotiation  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  onW. 
An  indivdual  may  do  good,  but  he  may  also  ao 
evil ;  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  any  private 
person  has  more  wisdom,  or  a  greater  desire  to 
serve  his  country  than  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  if  his  colleague  would  vary 
his  amendment,  by  inserting  the  words  with  in- 
tention to  defeat"  ustead  of  "  so  as  to  prevent,"  it 
would  do  away  at  least  one  of  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  frmn  Delaware. 

Mr.  EooLESTON  consented.  He  said  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  himself  had  allowed  that 
an  individual  mi^ht  do  good;  and  as  it  was  con- 
trary to  his  sentiments  that  any  man  should  be 
pumshed  for  doing  good,  be  had  proposed  the 
amendment.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  having  also  made  this  confession,  ought 
to  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 51  to  33. 
Mr.  JoaiAH  Parkeb  believed  tbe  bill  ought  to 
pass,  and  be  wished  to  make  it  as  effectual  as  pos- 
sible, he  proposed  therefore  to  insert  tbe  words 
"  or  defeat,"  after  the  word^  "  with  an  intent  to 
influence."  After  the  question  was  stated^  Bfr.  P. 
believed  it  would  be  necessary  to  strike  out  what 
follows  the  word  "measures"  to  the  words  "as 
aforesaid." 

Mr.  GsiswoLn  said,  this  amendment  would  de- 
feat the  object  of  the  bill,  which  was  to  prevent, 
as  had  already  been  staled,  all  interference  of  indi- 
viduals with  our  disputes ;  but  if  it  be  alIow»l 
,  that  a  person  may  go  to  a  certain  extent  in  bis 
interference,  no  line  can  be  drawn,  because  whe- 
ther what  he  did  was  with  a  good  or  bad  inten- 
tion, would  be  matter  of  controversy. 
Mr.  Dayton  thought  the  amendment  a  good 
;  one,  if  the  words  were  inserted  after  the  word 

*'  influence,"  without  striking  out  any  words. 
I      Mr.  J.  Paskbr  consented  to  the  change. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  tbe  gentleman  from  Tir* 
•  ginia  was  very  compliant  in  changing  his  motion 
I  to  anything  which  any  gentleman  might  propose, 
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though  it  ehaoffed  the  sense  of  it  altogether.  He 
•eemed  perfeeuy  wiltinff  to  hare  a  question  teken 
upon  it  ID  any  shape.  He  was  himseir  in  favor  of 
his  first  motion,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  rote 
for  it,  now  he  had  altogether  reversed  it. 

Hr.  J.  Pabkbk  wished  to  make  the  bill  as  com- 
plete  as  possible,  and  to  put  erery  check  upon 
individual  interference  with  fu^ign  negotiation 
which  the  Qoverament  had  it  in  its  power  to  do. 

The  qnestion  was  put  and  carried — iS  to  30. 
'  Mr.  Dattor  wished  to  strike  out  these  words, 
"  relating  to  any  dispute  or  controversy  between 
any  foreign  Qovernment  and  the  United  States," 
aod  the  word  ^'haring"  in  the  line  following,  and 
the  words  "as  aforesaid,"  and  to  insert  in  the 

Sice  of  the  word,  *'  having,"  *'  in  relation  to  any." 
r.  D.  said  he  made  these  amendments  on  two 
grounds.  First  these  words  might  by  some  be 
deemed  liable  to  the  objection  which  had  been 
made  to  them,  of  extending  to  the  private  corres- 
pondence of  captuns  or  owners  of  vessels,  in  their 
appUeationi  for  the  restoration  of  their  vcssds  and 
cargoes,  or  of  mereliants  for  the  payment  of  their 
debts.  In  the  next  |daee,  there  may  be  instances 
of  persons  carrying  on  a  eorrespondence  with  a 
foreign  Qovernment,  without  saying  anything  rela- 
tive to  any  dispute  which  may  exist  between  the 
two  Glovernments,  and  yet  influence  the  conduct 
of  the  foreign  Grovemment  towards  us.  He  might 
report,  for  instance,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  divided  among  themselves;  that  they 
are  disarmed  or  disorganized.  He  might  also 
point  out  the  weak  places  of  approach,  in  case  of 
a  projected  invasion.  He  mid^t  do  all  this  with- 
out coming  under  this  act.  For  these  two  rea- 
sons, he  proposed  these  amendments. 
The  question  was  put  and  carried. 
Mr.  Ons  wished  an  amendment  at  the  end  of 
the  bill.  By  an  act  for  the  jmnishment  of  certain 
erinoes  against  the  United  States,  it  is  declared, 
"  that  if  any  person  shall  levy  war  against  the 
United  States,  or  give  aid  and  comfort  to  their 
enemies,  he  snail  l>e  adjudged  guilty  of  treason 
md  suffer  death."  This  act  provides  that  persons 
may  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  which  they  are  to  suffer  only  fine  aod  impris- 
onment Now,  if  a  man  be  hong  under  the  first 
law,  it  is  certain  that  he  cannot  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned under  the  second ;  aod  this  act  being 
posterior  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  treason, 
miffht  be  considered  as  a  repeal  of  that  law,  as  he 
had  before  stated.  He,  therefore,  proposed  me  fd- 
lowing  proviso : 

"  Providedf  Thst  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
oonstnied  to  prevent  the  panishment  of  tresson,  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  hiws  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Bayard  read  the  Constitutional  clause  re- 
specting treason,  to  show  that  this  amendment 
was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  absurd  and  nugatory. 

Mr.  Otis  was  sorry  his  amendment  appeared 
absurd  and  nugatory  to  his  friend  from  Delaware; 
but  he  would  mention  a  case  in  which  a  person 
might  be  guilty  of  treason  under  this  act.  If,  in 
the  event  of  an  open  war  betwera  this  and  an- 
other eoontry,  a  person  were,  by  letter  or  other- 
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wise,  to  invite  the  enemy  to  invade  this  coun^, 
would  not  this  act  be  considered  as  treason  t  If 
the  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  can  say  no,  it  would 
be  an  answer  to  his  objection. 

Mr.  Thatcbbr  thought  this  motion  wholly  un- 
necessary. His  colleague  seemed  to  have  two 
subjects  of  concern  on  bis  mind.  One  was,  that 
when  a  man  was  Jamg  for  treason,  he  could  not 
be  punished  by  this  law ;  and  if  punished  by  this 
law,  he  could  not  be  hung.  Now,  if  a  man  ms 
hung,  he  thought  his  colleague  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied ;  for  his  own  part,  he  should  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  see  such  a  man  fined  and  imprisoned. 

Mr.  Otis  did  not  know  whether  his  colleague 
meant  to  show  his  wit,  or  the  necessity  of  his 
amendment ;  but  if  what  he  said  had  any  weight, 
it  went  to  show  that  a  man  might  be  prosecuted 
on  either  law,  which  was  a  defect  he  wished  to 
remedy. 

The  question  was  put  and  n^atired,  there  be- 
ing only  thirteen  votes  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  and  concurred  in  the  amendments  which  had 
been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  after 
which, 

Mr.  EoaLBSTON  rented  his  amendment  to  in- 
sert the  following  words:  "with  intent  to  defeat 
or  impede  ibe  amicable  adjustment  of  said  dis- 
putes or  controversies,"  and  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  meant  to  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed amendment  He  thought  that  propriety 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it  and  that  no  objection 
could  be  made  to  it  on  fair  reasoning.  In  every 
country,  the  laws  of  which  breathe  humanity  and 
justice,  the  intention  of  an  act  almost  always  con- 
stitutes iu  criminality  or  its  innoMnce.  Our  for- 
eign relations  ought  doubtless  to  be  managed  by 
the  Executive  department  and  if  any  other 
character  attempts  to  interfere  in  this  busi- 
nera,  his  interference  could  certainly  have  no 
weight ;  but  if  chance  should  draw  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  into  a  foreign  coimtry  with  the 
Government  of  which  we  have  a  serious  dispute, 
and  that  citizen  can  give  any  information  wnich 
sball  tend  to  the  settlement  of  our  dispute  amica- 
bly, and  by  that  means  avert  a  war,  he  never  could 
consent  to  vote  for  an  act  which  would  punish 
such  a  man.  Let  not  gentlemen  say  there  is  dif- 
ficulty in  proving  the  good  intentions  of  an  indi- 
vidual in  this  respect;  the  same  evidence  which 
would  prove  a  n^tiation  to  exist,  would  also 
probably  prove  ita  object  He  hoped  this  amend- 
ment would,  therefore,  be  agreed  to. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken— yeas  36, 
nays  51,  as  follows: 

YxiB — Abraham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  Samnel  J.  Cabdl,  lliomas  Claibome,  William 
Charles  Cei»  Claibome,  Matthew  CUy,  John  Cloplon, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Eg^eston, 
Lucas  Elmendorf;  William  PiodlOT,  Albert  Gallatin, 
Jamea  tiills>pi«,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hsnns,  Car- 
ter B.  HairisiHi,  Jontthan  N.  Hsveu,  David  Hobnes, 
Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Nalhsniel  Macon,  Blair 
McClenaehao,  Anthony  New,  John  Niebolas,  Tmap- 
SMI  J.  Skinnec,  William  Bmilb.  Richard  Sprigg,  Rich 
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ard  Stanford,  AbTsm  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Jowph  B. 
Vamum,  Abraham  Yenable.  and  Robert  Wiiliama. 

Nats— John  Allen,  George  Baer,jr.,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G,  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James 
Cochran,  William  Crtik,  Samuel  W.Dana,  John  Den- 
nta,  George  Dent,  WiUum  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Na- 
thaniel Freeman,  jr.,  Henry  Oleii,  Cbaiincey  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Grrtswold,  William  B.  Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Hezekiali  L.  Hosmer,  James 
fl.  bnlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuol  Lyman,  James 
Maefair,  William  Matthews,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac 
Parker,  Joaiah  Paik«r,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed, 
John  Rntledge,  vc^  James  Schnzeman,  ^imad  Sewall, 
Thomai  SinnieKMHit  Nathaniel  Smith,  Richard  Dohba 
Spaif^  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Bkhnd 
Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomos  TilUnghast,  John 
B.  Tan  Alen,  P«l«s  Wadnmth,  Robert  Wabi,  ud 
John  WiBiame. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  would  now  more  a  pro- 
viso to  accomplish  the  object  which  he  had  in 
Ttew,  of  ^ventine  the  operation  of  this  law  from 
nachiiig  individuals  in  their  endeavors  to  obtain 
justice  irom  a  fordgn  Groverament.  It  was  to  the 
following  effect : 

"  Provided,  That  nodiing  ft  this  act  contained  shall 
be  coDjtmed  to  extend  to  any  person  who  shall  apply 
to  any  foreign  Government,  or  to  any  officer  or  agent 
thereoi^  for  Uie  purpose  of  obtaining  either  the  release- 
ment  of  American  seamen,  or  for  the  restoration  of  any 
jiHHierty  belonging  to  citizens  the  United  States, 
and  a4>tQred,  seqaestN«d,or  detained,  ot  oader  die 
authority  of  any  such  foreign  Government,  or  any  of 
its  officers  or  agents,  or  for  the  payment  of  any  debts 
due  by  Muh  Govunment  to  the  cttiians  (rf*  die  United 
States." 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  seconded  this  motion,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  apou  it.  which  were  agreed 
to  be  takcD. 

Mr.  Batabd  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
When  a  proviso  was  added  to  a  bill,  it  was  to  ex- 
cel^ something  from  the  operation  of  the  law, 
which  would  otherwise  be  operated  by  that  taw  ; 
but  if  the  cases  are  not  included  ia  the  general 
words  of  the  law,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  the  proviso 
is  nonsensical.  Now,  he  apprehended  the  cases  al- 
luded to  are  not  within  the  proTisionn  of  the  bilL 
In  order  to  establish  a  crime  by  this  bill,  what  is 
to  be  proved  ?  First,  that  there  are  disimtes  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  Slates  and  the  foreign 
nation  with  whom  the  correspondence  is  said  to 
have  taken  ^ace ;  that  this  intercourse  has  really 
existed;  ana  that  it  was  carried  on  with  a  view 
to  infioence  the  meesores  or  conduct  <^  the  for- 
eign Qovernmeot  io  relation  to  any  disputes  or 
controversies  with  the  United  States;  ana,  unless 
all  these  facts  are  proved,  the  crime  is  not  made 
out.  The  intention  must  be  proved  before  the 
crime  will  appear,  and  therefore  he  saw  no  need 
of  this  proviso. 

Mr.  NicaoLAe  was  astonished  that,  after  gen- 
tlemen had  positively  declared  that  this  law  was 
to  Invent  all  intercourse  with  any  foreign  Qov- 
erament,  which  might  possibly  influence  the  mea- 
sures of  that  Qoveroment,  with  respect  to  any  dis- 
pntes  which  we  may  have  with  it,  the  gentleman 
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Irom  Delaware  should  now  say  that  this  law  is 
confined  to  criminal  acts  only.  If  he  uodeiBtood 
the  law,  it  meant  this,  that  if  an  individual  in- 
fluences a  foreign  Qoveroment  in  any  respeot 
whatever,  whether  the  effect  is  beneficial  or  oth- 
erwise to  this  country,  he  is  crimioal.  Yet  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  seems  to  think  that  au 
mdtvidual  might  have  intercourse  vnth  a  for> 
eign  Government  on  any  of  the  objects  con- 
tained in  this  proviso,  though  they  may  all  be 
matters  in  dispute  between  the  foreign  Govern- 
ment and  ours,  and  though,  in  ^nuug  his  fti- 
vate  claim,  or  the  claim  of  his  fneiMis,  an  indind> 
nal  might  chance  to  touch  on  disputes  or  coniro- 
vttsies  oetween  the  two  Governments.  Mr.  N. 
was  glad  to  hear  this  ccmfession,  heeattse''he  bi^ 
lieved  gentlemen  would  be  convinced  that  ther 
had  gone  too  far,  and  that  they  must  tread  hack 
their  steps.  This  law  having  been  brot^t  for- 
ward by  particular  circumstances,  it  is  dimcult  to 
give  it  a  general  application. 

Mr.  Bavabd  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  not  understood  the  point  of  his  argument. 
He  had  said  there  could  be  no  crime  without 
criminal  intentions ;  but  the  gentleman  had  said 
nothing  about  the  intention. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  he  had  explained 
himself  clearly  on  this  point.  If  he  andmtood 
what  was  the  crime  created  by  this  law,  it  is  tt»> 
gotiation  with  intent  to  influence  the  measures  of 
a  foreign  Government  towards  ours}  and  if  a 
man  opens  a  negotiation  on  anv  of  the  otyects 
contained  in  this  proviso,  he  onends  thia  law, 
though  the  act  does  not  in  the  least  partake  of  (he 
nature  of  a  crime. 

Mr.  Griswold  said,  the  bill  does  not  extend  to 
the  mere  application  of  an  individual  for  the  re- 
lease of  seamen,  the  obtaining  o(  property  taken, 
or  of  debts  contracted,  as  these  acts  cannot  he  con- 
strued into  an  interference  with  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment io  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controvert 
sies  with  the  United  States.  No  gentleman  who 
reflects  calmly  upon  the  subject  can  say  so,  there- 
fore the  proviso  is  anneces^ary.  But,  further,  the 
provision  maybe  attended  with  some  danger.  If  it 
be  agreed  to,  then  the  taw  is  not  to  operete  upoa 
any  person  who  treats  with  a  foreign  GovemmeBt 
on  any  of  the  subjects  contained  in  it;  and  if  an 
individual  says  be  goes  for  these  purposes,  he  may 
pursue  other  objects  calculated  to  uTect  the  gen- 
eral measures  of  the  Ghivernment;  yet  he  would 
be  screened  from  punishment  by  this  proviso.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  as  it  was  unnecessary,  and  might 
be  dangerous,  that  it  would  not  be  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  Macon  honed  this  amendment  would  ob- 
tain. It  had  not  been  made  to  appear  by  any  one 
that  it  would  do  injury.  It  is  at  least  doubtful 
whether  individuals  in  the  situation  here  describ- 
ed, would  come  within  the  meaning  of  this  law. 
The  law  is  to  take  effect  from  the  moment  it  is 
passed,  and  no  one  can  say  what  its  constnictifui 
will  be.  It  may  prevent  our  commercial  citizens 
from  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  their 
claims  upon  the  French  Government;  and.  if  so, 
might  they  not  hereafter  come  forward  and  adc 
inmrnniAMtiaa  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  that 
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tk«jr  bad  been  prevented,  bv  lav,  from  prosecutiag 
tbeiT claims  themselres?  Hebehered  they  might; 
tad  hoped,  tberefore,  as  the  provision  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  do  good,  it  ivould  be  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Dana  said,  the  geattemaa  last  up  had  as- 
sumedabasis  upoa  which  he  advocated  thisameud- 
meot.  which  is  vholly^  inadmissible.  He  sajrs  it 
can  do  do  barm.  Tbia  he  denied.  It  goes  to  ez- 
oapt  from  punishment  persoas  who  make  a  pre- 
tence of  applyingr  for  any  of  the  objects  therein 
mendimed,  let  faim  go  for  what  purpose  he  may. 
He  ackaowledeed  the  proriso  to  be  a  cttnning  one, 
bat  hoped  the  House  )ud  sufficient  sagacity  to  dis- 
eorer  its  purpose;  The  bill  had  nothing  to  do, 
llr.D.nid,with  individual  disputes.  Thedtsputes 
■nd  eoatroversies  mentioned  in  this  bill  are  those 
wliieh  exist  between  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  foreign  Qoveniment»— disputes  and 
controversies  oi  a  poUtica!  nature,  naconnected 
with  individual  claims. 

Mr.  Allen  said,  this  ameDdmeot  gave  the  busi- 
oessa  peculiar  aspect.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
^Ivania  says  this  bill  will  prohibit  an  individual 
from  prosecuting  his  claims  upon  a  foreign  Gov- 
emmeot,  whereas  cases  of  this  kind  were  never 
coatemplated  as  within  the  meaning  of  the  bill ; 
but  the  amendment  is  broad,  and  discovers  the 
dovmfoot.  It  does  not  say  that  an  individual  shall 
make  bis  own  claim.  The  plural  ikumber  is  used, 
aad  the  words  are  general.  It  says  iudividnats  shall 
have  a  r^t  to  address  theouelres  to  foreign  na- 
titms,  and  provided  their  ostensible  object  is  ibund 
in  this  proviso,  they  may  go  on  to  treat  upon  any 
other  tney  please.  The  view  with  which  this 
amendment  was  brought  forward,  Mr.  A.  said,  was 
clear ;  it  was  in  order  to  procure  a  debate  which 
should  convey  an  idea  to  the  people  that  there  is 
a  maiorityin  this  House  desirous  of  curtailing  the 
priTiIege«  of  the  people,  though  no  such  thing  is 
tatended  by  the  frtends  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said  it  was  very  extraordi- 
nary, that  though  the  gentleman  who  brought  in 
this  bill  (who  ought  to  be  at  least  as  well  acquainted 
with  its  views  as  any  other  member)  said  it  was 
not  meant  to  include  any  of  the  cases  contained 
in  this  amendment ;  yetgendemen  are  unwilling 
to  declare  this  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  though  other 
gentlemen  differ  in  opinion  from  them,  and  believe 
the  cases  here  excepted  will  be  included,  if  the 
proviso  is  not  agreed  to.  It  appeared  to  himi,  from 
this  eoadact,  as  if  gentlemen  meant  to  effect  a  pur- 
pose  by  this  bill  which  is  at  present  hidden  from 
view.  In  his  opinion,  if  gentlemen  were  to  set 
about  writing  a  clause  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  including  the  cases  here  excepted,  they  could 
not  hit  upon  words  more  appropriate ;  and  he  was 
satisfied,  that  if  this  law  passed,  no  citizen  would 
hereafter  venture  to  nuke  application  to  the  French 
Ooveroment  for  the  recovering  of  any  property 
whatever. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  called 
this  a  ewming  thing,  Mr.  W.  expected  he  would 
hare  taken  the  troiuile  to  have  shown  the  House 
wherein  its  aumxngnesa  consisted.  The  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  said  something  about  crimi- 
nality»  botthere cotainly  could  be nothingerirainal 
6th  CoM.--«3 
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in  an  individual  endeavoring  to  recover  his  prop- 
erty, or  to  influence  a  foreign  Government  to  make 
peace  with  his  own  Government.  Yet  the  act  of 
carrying  on  a  correspondence  or  intercourse  is 
made  criminal,  though  it  may  have  been  for  the 
best  of  purposes. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  said,  after  the  explanation  which 
bad  been  given  of  the  intention  of  this  bill,  and 
the  effect  which  this  amendment  mu^t  necessarily 
have,  by  two  gentlemen  from  Connecticut,  he  did 
not  believe  that  anything  which  he  could  say  could 
have  any  weight.  If  the  amendment  wareadopted. 
Mr.  P.  said,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  it  voula 
overset  the  bill,  and  render  it  wholly  nugatorjr* 
Can  it  be  proper,  said  Mr.  P.,  when  anv  gentleman 
of  this  country  may  couceive  himselr  better  in- 
formed, better  mstructed,  or  better  delegated,  than 
the  Presidentof  the  United  States,  for  him  to  league 
himself  with  others  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States,  and  by  this 
means  usurp,  in  some  degree,  the  powers  of  the 
Governmenc?  Suppose,  however,  he  does  this, 
and  goes  forward  to  a  foreign  country,  and  gives 
himself  out  as  an  Envoy  of  a  particular  party  in 
this  country,  making  his  ostensible  objects  the  liber*- 
ation  of  American  seamen,  the  restoration  of  cap- 
tured property,  or  the  payment  of  debts  due  to  our 
citizens — (and  what  other  grievances,  said  Mr.  P., 
have  we  with  France  ?  None) — a  person  might  do 
whatever  he  pleases  under  this  proviso ;  yet,  when 
he  comes  to  oe  accused,  he  says,  "  I  do  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  your  law,  for  you  have  a 
proviso  in  it  which  excuses  me."  In  this  way,  the 
whole  of  the  authority  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  may  be  usurped  with  impunity. 

We  have  heard,  said  Mr.  P.,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,a  great  deal  said  aboutcriminality.  When- 
ever a  person  transgresses  the  laws  of  his«conntry, 
he  certainly  does  a  criminal  act.  He  would  agree 
with  gentlemen,  that  to  procure  peace  for  a  coun- 
try is  generally  a  laudable  thing;  but  to  procure 
even  peace,  by  taking  the  power  of  negotiating  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  is  an  usurpation  of 
power,  and  therefore  criminal.  And  when  a  law 
li  passed  to  prevent  this  kind  of  iiiterference,  it 
becomes  doubly  cri  miual.  He  mentioned  this  cir- 
cumstance, because  the  gentleman  from  Tirgiaia 
had  charged  the  authors  of  this  bill  with  creating 
a  new  crime.  It  does  not  create  a  crime,  but  pro- 
vides for  the  punishment  of  one. 

Mr.  P.  asked  whether  no  mischief  had  arisen  to 
the  United  States  from  the  mission  of  the  gentle- 
man who  lately  went  to  France,  as  is  saidj  on  his 
own  account  ?  He  asked  whether  the  public  mind 
in  Paris  was  not  drawn  to  the  mission  of  a  party 
in  the  United  States  1  It  certainly  was,  by  a  pub- 
lic mention  of  the  circumstance  in  the  papers.  If 
gentlemen  deny  that  this  person  was  delegated, 
the  more  the  mischief,  because  every  instance  of 
this  kind  would  always  be  attribute  to  a  party. 
The  geutleman  himself  had  denied  being  sent  by 
a  party,  and  therefore  he  supposed  it  was  so.  Giv- 
ing the  gentleman  all  the  credit,  however,  which 
he  could  expect  for  his  good  intentions,  his  mis- 
sion has  nevertheless  alrrady  created  mischiefs. 

Mr.  P.  thought  so  full  an  eZ{daoatioa  had  bean 
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given  of  the  principles  and  scope  of  this  bill,  tbat 
nothing  further  was  necessary  on  this  head.  When 
a  controrersy  exists  between  an  individual  of  the 
United  States  and  a  foreign  Government,  it  can- 
not be  said  to  be  between  the  two  Governments. 
Besides,  all  cases  of  this  kind  must  be  tried  by  a 
j|ury,and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  any  jury  would 
ionviet  a  man  of  a  crime  for  attempting  to  do  any 
the  acts  coDtained  in  this  proviso,  if  he  did 
9otbinff  more. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  as  this  was  an  impor- 
tant question,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment 
Was  passed,  he  would  move  the  House  to  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  negatired— 47  to  37. 

Mr.  Galuitin  obwrved  that  gentlemen,  opposed 
fo  this  provision,  find  themselves  very  much  at  a 
loss  from  the  tenor  of  the  hilt,  in  their  arguments 
against  it.  One  gentleman  tells  the  House  tbat  it 
ought  not  to  be  adopted,  because  it  is  perfectly  use- 
less, as  it  does  not  reacn  any  case  included  in  this 
bill;  another  says,  it  covers  so  much  ground  that 
if  would  render  the  bill  nugatory.  Other  gentle- 
men are  opposed  to  it,  not  because  it  covers  too 
mtich  jground,  but  because,  under  cover  of  these 
teceptions,*miich  mischief  may  be  done. 

The  cnminatity  of  the  act  to  be  guarded  against 
hf  this  bill,  is  an  intention  to  influence  the  mea- 
sures or  conduct  of  a  sovereign  Government,  in 
relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the 
tlnited  States.  It  is,  said  Mr.  G..  on  account  of 
the  vagueness  of  this  clause,  whicn  means  every- 
thing or  nothing,  that  gentlemen  disagree  so  much 
amongst  themselves  as  to  the  meamng  of  it.  If 
eentlemen  had  modified  this  bill,  so  that  it  could 
be  clenrly  seen  what  it  would  be  criminal  to  do, 
and  what  might  be  done  innocently,  this  proviso 
would  not  have  been  introduced.  But  a  member 
from  Connecticut  says  this  amendment  shows  the 
cloven j9ot,  and  that  it  is  meant  to  cover  all  the 
mischievous  acts  intended  to  be  guarded  against, 
tf  the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  amraidment  had  been  introduced,  he 
might  have  spared  these  expressions.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  bad  stated  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  that 
the  wording  of  the  bill  was  vague,  and  called  upon 
the  eentleman  who  reported  tne  bill  to  bring  for- 
ward a  provision  to  render  it  more  explicit;  but 
that  if  they  declined  doing  so,  he  should  do  it 
himself. 

What,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  the  intention  and  nature 
of  this  proviso  ?  It  is  to  except  from  the  operation 
of  the  act  all  those  individual  cases  therein  named. 
But  it  is  said,  if  the  proviso  is  agreed  to,  the  bill  will 
be  rendered  nugatory;  that  it  would  be  impassi- 
ble for  a  man  to  commit  an  ofience  which  raifiht 
not  be  covered  by  this  proviso.  For  if  there  be 
any  ofience  which  may  he  committed  under  the 
bill,  which  is  not  included  in  the  proviso,  the  bill 
cannot  be  nusatory.  We  must  suppose^  toereforc^ 
'said  he,  that  the  exceptions  in  this  proviso  contain 
the  whole  bill.  Indeed,  a  gentleman  said  that  the 
bill  was  only  meant  to  punish  these  acts,  and  that 
no  man  could  be  guilty  of  anything  more.  He 
bdieved  the  gentleman  right,  and  that  there  was 
not  an  individual  in  the  United  Slates  that  would 
do  more }  and  that  if  the  bill  passes  with  this  pro- 


vision, no  individual  will  commit  any  act  which 
this  law  can  deem  criminal. 

The  proviso,  Mr.  G.  said,  is  not  confined  to  an 
individual  applying  for  a  restoration  of  property 
for  himself  only ;  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  so 
to  have  drawn  it.  A  man  seldom  undatakes  a  busi- 
ness of  this  kind  on  bis  own  account  merely,  there 
is  either  a  combination  of  persons,  or  an  a^nt  ap- 
pointed to  act  for  the  whole ;  and  it  is  clear  that 
a  person  thus  employed,  would  not  only  have  re- 
pird  to  the  interests  of  those  for  whom  he  was 
immediately  concerned,  but  for  all  others  in  tke 
same  situation. 

But  the  House  is  told  that  this  proviso  is  im- 
proper, because  it  may  serve  as  a  cover  for  impro- 
per proceedings ;  if  that  is  the  case,  said  Mr.  G., 
we  ought  undoubtedly  to  pass  a  law  to  make  it 
criminal  to  carry  on  any  correspondence,  without 
respect  to  the  intention.  We  are  told  that  it  is 
improper  for  a  man  to  carry  on  a  written  corre- 
spondence to  obtain  a  restoration  of  captured  pro- 
perty, because  under  cover  of  this  he  may  carry 
on  an  intercourse  dangerous  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  and  that,  therefore,  he  ought  to  be 
punished  for  carrying  on  a  harmless  correspond- 
ence, because  it  might  possibly  be  criminaL  Mr. 
G.  had  sujqiosed  that,  wfoie  a  man  could  he  pun- 
ished for  carrying  on  any  correspondence,  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  prove  its  criminality. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  proviso,  such  as  it  is,  is  excep- 
tionable, because,  to  do  the  acts  exempted  by  it, 
would  be  criminal ;  that  Government  having 
alone  the  power  to  negotiate  with  foreign  nations, 
it  is  wrong  for  an  individual  to  exercise  that  power 
by  aov  of  these  acts.  In  answer  to  this,  he  would 
say,  tnat  to  do  any  of  these  acts  would  be  no  as- 
sumption of  power.  When  a  citizen  claims  the 
restoration  of  his  property  from  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, he  does  an  act  which  our  Government  could 
not  do  for  him,  without  his  consent,  and  therefore 
it  could  not  be  deemed  an  interference  with  the 
measures  of  our  Government.  But,  it  is  extraor- 
dinary to  say  it  is  an  assumption  of  the  power  of 
Government  for  an  individual  to  express  his  ideas 
on  the  subject-matter  of  dispute  between  his  own 
Government  and  another.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  O.. 
a  man  were  to  puUish  a  book,  for  instance,  ana 
say  that  the  Government  ought  to  make  peace  on 
certain  terms  j  would  the  publishing  of  such  aa 
opinion  be  criminal,  because  the  Elzecutive  has 
alone  the  power  to  neeotiate  a  peace?  In  the 
same  manner  might  it  oe  called  an  assumption 
of  Legislative  power  for  a  writer  to  publish  his 
opinion  on  any  Legislative  subject,  or  an  individ- 
ual give  his  opinion  to  a  legislator  as  to  the  manna 
in  which  he  ought  to  act  on  any  que-stion. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  will  say  it  is  not  criminal  to 
do  any  of  these  acts,  and  that  it  has  never  been 
thought  so  by  any  nation.  During  the  whole  of 
our  disputes  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  such 
an  idea  was  never  suggested.  Individuals  have 
made  repeated  applications  to  those  Governments 
for  various  purposes  of  a  national  kind,  which 
were  never  deemed  criminal.  Indeed^  we  have 
lately  seen  in  the  papers,  an  application  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  in  France,  bjr  penooa 
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styling  themselTes  sabjects  and  citizeDs  of  Russia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland,  declaring  that, 
though  they  ace  few  in  number,  tney  may  be  con- 
sidend  as  representing  the  intereais  of  the  Earo- 
pe*o  trade,  that  of  England  excepted.  Though  we 
know  there  is  a  close  compact  between  the  Bata- 
Tiau  and  Preach  Qorernments,  and  though  dis- 
piites  exist  between  Swaten  and  Denmark  and 
France^  yet  while  the  negotiation  for  settling 
those  disputes  is  going  on,  we  find  a  number  of 
indiridaals,  interested  in  the  commerce  of  their 
sereral  countries,  endeavoring  to  chann  the  con* 
duct  of  the  French  Qoreromeut  in  their  faror. 
Mr.  O.  said,  his  amendment  did  not  go  to  this  ex- 
tent; it  did  not  go  to  prevent  the  punishment  of 
a  man  who  should  attempt  to  change  the  future 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  a  foreign  nation; 
it  bad  relation  only  to  past  measures.  These  re- 
presentatives of  the  mercantile  interest  of  a  great 
part  of  Europe  hare  required  a  total  chaage  in 
all  the  arrangements  of  the  French  GoTernraent 
with  re^ct  to  neutral  natioas ;  and,  when  a  thing 
of  this  kind  is  allowed  to  be  done  openly,  ought 
the  acts  contained  in  thia  proviso  to  be  deemed 
criminal?  This,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  the  first  place  in 
which  such  a  thing  was  ever  imagined.  We  all 
know,  said  he,  that  a  criminal  correspondence 
may  oe  carried  on ;  but,  in  the  law,  which  is  in- 
tended to  punish  a  crime,  it  ought  to  be  said 
wherein  the  criminality  exists. 

Mr.  G.  believed,  that  the  gentlemen  who  brought 
in  this  bill  bad  been  carried  further  than  they  m- 
tended,  from  considering  the  present  situation  of 
things.  He  allowed,  our  situation  with  France 
was  different  from  our  relative  situation  with  any 
other  country.  It  is  something  less  than  war,  and 
something  more  thao  two  countries  having  a  con- 
troTers]^  with  each  other.  On  this  account,  though 
they  have  reported  a  bill  of  a  geaeral  nature,  th^y 
hare  always  had  France  in  view.  It  is  certain 
tiuXj  if  we  were  at  war  with  France,  for  an  iodi- 
ridnnl  to  eonespond  in  a  certain  manner  widi 
the  French  Goreminent  would  be  criminal,  would 
be  trcastnt  -by  the  Constitution ;  and  thouga  a  cor- 
respondeoce  of  the  identical  kind  which  would  be 
treason  when  we  are  at  war,  would  not  be  so  now ; 
yet,  he  was  not  surprised  that  gentlemen  wish  to 
make  such  acts  misdemeanors  at  the  present 
dme.  But,  instead  of  following  this  course,  they 
have  proposed  an  act  of  a  general  nature,  contrary 
to  all  the  laws  and  customs  of  every  other  nation. 
In  England.  Holland,  or  any  other  country,  it  is 
not  cnminal  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  restoration  of 
captured  property,  to  release  imprisoned  seamen, 
nor  to  recover  old  debts;  at  the  same  time  that 
all  nations  have  provided  punishment  for  criminal 
nets ;  if  such  are  only  intended  to  be  met  by  this 
bill,  this  proviso  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EoHotfo  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
PcttBsylvania,  at  the  cl6se  of  his  a^uments^  got 
on  the  gionod  that  he  fornuHrly  took  m  opposition 
to  this  uU;  and,  it  is  natural,  said  Mr.  E.,  for  a 
gentieman  who  has  coostanily  been  opposed  to  the 
^mcif^e  of  this  bill,  to  wish  to  introduce  an 
ameBdnent  to  defieat  the  whole ;  because,  in  dmng 
he  cvriee  his  point  an  efleetuaUjr  tu  if  hehu 
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succeeded  in  persuading  the  House  that  no  such 
bill  was  necessary.  The  rotes,  however,  that  have 
already  been  taken,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  it  will  be  wise 
and  prudent,  at  this  time,  to  frame  a  law  to  prfr 
vent  individuab  from  interfering  with  the  Execu- 
tive authoritjr,  in  a  manner  iigurious  to  the  com- 
muaity.  This  being  admitted,  the  first  thing  r»- 
quisite  is  to  frame .  a  bill  to  meet  the  object ;  and 
cannot  a  bill  be  so  framed  ?   If  it  cannot,  the 

E resent  must  be  abandoned ;  but  he  supposed  our 
inguage  copious  enough  for  the  purpose.  A  bill, 
said  be,  has  been  framed;  aod  a  question  then 
arises  whether,  in  the  general  expressions  used  in 
this  act,  it  may  not  be  implied  that  the  privitegee 
of  private  citizens  are  abridged. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  complains 
of  inconsistency  in  the  arguments  used  against  this 
amendment ;  because  one^^ntleman  has  said  that 
it  is  useless,  another  that  it  covers  too  much 
ground,  and  another,  thai,  under  cover  of  these 
exceptions,  many  things  may  be  done  which 
ouffht  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  E.  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  however,  that  all 
these  objections  are  consistent  with  each  other.  It 
might  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  gentlemen  to  sar, 
point  out  the  necessity  for  this  amendment.  It 
ought  to  have  been  shown  what  words  in  the  bill 
could  be  construed  to  affect  those  rights  of  indi- 
viduals which  ought  to  be  retained.  They  have  not 
done  this.  As  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  has 
declared,  before  the  crime  intended  to  be  punisbejl 
by  this  act  can  take  place,  a  controversy  must 
have  existed  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  a  foreigQ  Government,  and  an 
individual  must  have  carried  on  a  correspond- 
ence with  an  "intent  to  influeoce  the  measures 
with  respect  to  the  controversy."  The  bill  goes 
QD  further. 

When  this  construction  has  been  given  to  tha 
law,  we  must  inquire,  said  Mr.  E.,  whether  the 
doing  of  any  of  the  acts  contained  in  the  proviso, 
;  would  incur  its  penalties  ?  Suppose,  said  he.  a 
captain,  whose  vessel  had  been  captured  by  a  for- 
eign Power  were  to  carr^  on  a  correspinidenee 
with  any  or  the  t^cers  ol  the  Government  for 
the  lecovay  of  it,  could  this  be  said  to  be  a^con- 
trovarsy  between  two  Governments,  or  to  inflo- 
ence  the  measures  of  one  Government  toward  the 
other?  Or,  if  a  debt  is  due  to  an  individual  by  a 
foreign  Govemraent,  and  be  applies  for  it,  would 
any  one  say  that  this  was  an  endeavor  to  influ- 
ence the  measures  of  the  Government  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  The  exercise  of  none  of  these 
rights  could  be  construed  into  a  criminal  intent; 
and  a  man  having  the  right  to  exercise  all  these 
privileges  under  the  bill  as  it  stands,  the  proviso 
18  useless. 

With  respect  to  the  objection  that  the  moviso 
coven  too  much  ground,  attend,  said  Mr.  E.,  the 
wording  of  it.  What  is  the  dispute  between  the 
UnitedStateft  and  France  1  What  do  the  United 
States  complain  of,  besides  the  unjust  captcure  of 
our  vessels  and  property,  the  arbitrary  imprison- 
ment of  our  seamen,  and  the  dday  tn  the  pay- 
lOMitofdebts  due  to  ow  citizens?  These  are  our 
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groands  of  dispute.  And  this  provisOj  instead  of 
saying  that  an  individual  shall  ask  in  his  own 
name,  for  the  jastice  which  he  claims,  authorizes 
an  indtridual  to  treat  for  every  vessel  which  has 
been  captaied,  for  every  seaman  imprisoned,  and 
for  all  the  debts  that  are  owing;  so  that  it  would 
be  a  complete  saving  to  individuals  to  do  what- 
ever tbey  pleased,  and  prove  a  repeal  of  the  whole 
bill}  he  therefore  should  be  opposed  to  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  this  proviso, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — 37  to  48,  as  follows: 

Tub— Abnham  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard 
Bnnt,  Robert  Browo,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Tbomaa  Cl^- 
bome,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay, 
J(dm  Ck^n,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent,  Joseph  Eg- 
gleston,  Lucas  Elmendor^  William  Pindlej,  Albert 
Gallatin,  James  GiUeapie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Han- 
BSt  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jtmathan  N.  Havens,  David 
Hobnes,  Walter  Jono^  Matthew  Locke,  Nstbanid  Ma- 
eon,  Blair  MeClemidiau,  Anthony  New,  John  Niehidaa, 
TompsMi  J.  fiUnner,  William  Smia,  Ridiaid  Dobbs 
Spaight,  Richard  Sprigg^  Ridisfd  8tanfi>fd,  Afanuu 
l^igg,  John  Trigg,  Jos^B.  Tamvm,  AbrsttamVena' 
Me.  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr..  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Ste- 
phen Bullock,  Christopher  G.  ChampUn,  John  Chap- 
man, James  Codiran,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans, 
AiM  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Frsrawn,  Heniy 
Glon,  Channo^  Goodrich.  William  Gordon,  Roger 
Gliswold,  Wlliam  Barry  Grove,  Robsrt  Goodlos  Hsr- 
mtr,  HcKkisb  L.  fiosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John 
Wilkes  Killers,  Samud  Lymsa,  James  Machtr.  Lewis 
R.  Mofri%  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Paiker,  Thomas 
ViaiAxuj,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James 
Bchoreman.  Samuel  Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Peleg  Spragu^  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  MaA  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John 
E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadswoith,  Robert  Wah^  and 
John  Williams. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Thdrbuat,  January  10. 
JosBPB  McDowell,  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

USURPATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
therein  specified,  having  been  read  ^e  third  time, 

Mr.  NiCH0L4a  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  EoaLEaTOii  could  not  vote  for  any  bill  in- 
flicting pains  and  penalties^  without  great  precau- 
tion, Mcause,  in  his  opinion,  the  energy  of  the 
mind,  and  the  activity  of  personal  enterprise, 
ought  never  to  ba  repressed,  unless  the  good  of 
the  society  makes  the  measure  apparently  neces- 
sary. I  will  use  still  greater  caution,  said  be, 
when  those  advocating  such  measures,  instead  of 
addressing  themselves  to  the  understanding,  apjily 
wholly  to  the  passions,  and  endeavor  to  excite 
fears  and  alarms.  But  when  my  observation  and 
knowledge,  said  he,  convince  me  that  those  alarms 


and  fears  are  groundless  !  am  obliged  to  give  my 
decided  negative  to  a  bin  which  contemplates  the 
prevention  of  such  imaginary  evils. 

When  he  looked  around  and  look  a  view  of  the 
principles,  feelings  habits,  and  pursuits,  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  he  was  astonished  to 
bear  gentlemen  expressing  such  dreadful  appre- 
hensions of  French  intrigue  and  domestic  dissen- 
sion. He  was  eoovinced  that  every  gentleman 
who  heard  him  would  be  ready  to  pledge  himself 
that  the  alarm  is  groundless  with  respect  to  his 
particular  State,  and  I  profess  myself  ready  to  do 
so,  said  he,  for  the  State  to  which  I  belong.  In 
no  State  in  the  Union  would  there  be  more  zeal 
and  unanimity  in  repelling  foreign  aggression. 
He  could  not,  then,  vote  for  this  biu ;  for  if  there 
are  individuals  so  stupid,  or  so  wieked,  as  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  about  the  mischiefs  which  it  means 
to  prevent,  the  principles  and  unanimity  of  the 
people  would  render  their  attempts  nugatory. 
But  I  have,  said  be,  a  stronger  motive  to  vote 
against  it,  and  to  wish  its  rejection.  I  believe  the 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  mischief.  I  believe  that 
in  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  to  guard  against  visioii- 
ary  dangers,  which  exist  only  in  their  own  imagi- 
nation, that  tbey  are  running  into  the  contrary 
extreme,  and  that  the  multiplicity  of  their  penal 
regulations  will  depress.that  spirit  and  that  eot«^ 
pnse,  which  are  among  the  most  important  bene- 
fits attendant  upon  a  free  form  of  Qovemment. 
In  guarding  against  an  ideal  danger,  we  shall  in- 
cur the  real  danger  of  too  much  increasing  the 
powers  of  the  Grovernmeni. 

Whilst  gentlemen  with  so  much  solicitude  are- 
inculcating  the  necessity  of  adhoing  to  the  prin- 
ciple, which  he  acknowledged  to  be  a  good  one, 
of  oMying  the  will  of  the  majority,  they  ought  to 
be  cautious  of  reviving  the  old  exploded  d^trine 
of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.  Whilst 
they  so  eagerly  proclaim  the  necessity  of  una- 
nimity and  unlimited  confidence,  tbey  appear  de- 
sirous of  precluding  the  people  from  discussing 
the  propriety  of  public  measures,  and  examining 
the  conduct  of  public  agents.  By  such  measures, 
and  by  thus  multiplying  our  penal  laws,  we  shall 
depress  that  spirit,  and  stifle  those  principles 
which  gave  existence  to  the  Goveroment  we  now 
live  under,  and  which  can  alone  make  it  per- 
manent. 

Mr.  NicHOL&B  said,  that  from  all  the  considere- 
tion  which  he  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  sub- 
ject, he  could  find  no  known  object  to  which  this 
bill  can  apply ;  that  it  can  have  oo  good  effect,  bat 
may  have  very  bad  ones.  The  debate  of  yester- 
day showed,  Mr.  N.  said,  how  little  genUemen 
were  agreed  as  to  the  objects  of  this  bill,  for  one- 
half  of  their  speeches  were  employed  in  showing 
that  it  would  not  extend  to  certain  objects,  and 
the  other  half  to  show  that  it  would,  or  its  effect 
would  be  nothing.  Mr.  N.  was  also  satisfied,  aa 
he  had  before  stated,  that  nothing  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  conduct  of  any  person  who  has 
in  view  the  restoration  of  peace  to  a  country  ;  and 
the  opposition  which  was  made  to  the  proviso 
proposed  yesterday,  proved  that  the  exceptions 
embraced  almost  all  the  cases  on  which  this  bill 


Digitized  tjy 


Google 


2601 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


2602 


Jarvart,  1799.3 


could  operate^  yet  gentlemea  were  obliged  to  de- 
clare that  an  iDdividual  might  innocently  do  any 
of  the  acts  contained  in  that  provisu ;  and  if  gen- 
thmea  dare  not  say  the  doinf  of  any  of  tnose 
thin|B  wonld  be  crimiaal,  where  could  be  the 
erininaUtr  of  restoring  peace  to  the  country  1  He 
had  lireaay  declared  he  could  see  ooae. 

There  appeared  only  to  he  one  case  to  which 
gentlemen  could  attach  any  criminality,  which 
was  that  of  a  citizen  who  should  endeavor  to 
bring  all  the  horrors  of  war  upon  his  country. 
Aod  would  this  law,  said  Mr.  N.,  prove  a  guard 
against  such  a  character?  When  a  man  shall 
ure  become  so  desperate  as  to  be  ready  to  em- 
bark in  a  war  with  an  enemy  against  his  own 
eoantrr,  to  place  all  his  future  hopes  and  fortunes 
Dpon  tne  success  of  the  force  of  an  enemy,  will 
the  apprehension  of  fine  and  imprisonment  deter 
faim  from  his  object?  Can  guilt  wound  up  to  this 
pitch  be  diTerted  from  its.purpose  by  a  law  of  this 
nnd?  How  could  the  law  be  brought  to  act  upon 
sach  a  nun  ?  It  certainly  would  not  be  able  to 
reaeh  him.  Are  not  all  the  ports  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  France  open  to  a  man  of  this  descrip- 
tion? And  might  he  not  find  persons  th«e  with 
whom  he  miglit  carry  on  a  correspondence,  with- 
out sabjeeling  himself  to  the  operation  of  this 
law,  because  it  could  not  affect  any  person  until 
erideoce  was  adduced  against  him  in  our  own 
courts.  Yet  this  is  the  only  case  in  which  the 
law  could  operate.  It  must,  therefore,  proie  a 
dead  letter.  For  in  case  of  a  dispute  between  our 
Gorerament  and  a  foreign  nation,  and  any  indi- 
ridual  were  of  his  own  accord  to  go  over  to  that 
foreign  country  for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  the 
differences,  if  he  were  to  fail  in  attaioiog  his  end, 
he  would  be  denounced  for  his  arrogaoce  and 
fidly ;  and  if  be  did  attain  bis  object,  instead  of 
deserving  panishment,  Mr.  N.  thought  he  would 
descire  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  his  country. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  N.,  when  I  see  within  how  small 
a  compass  the  operation  of  this  law  will  be  con- 
fined, if  it  is  to  have  no  other  effects  than  those 
which  appear  upon  the  face  of  it,  I  am  obliged  to 
look  for  other  objects,  which,  I  fear,  are  what  are 
principally  aimed  at  by  this  law.  It  is  intended, 
1  hare  no  doubt,  principally  to  excite  suspicion 
and  clamor  throughout  the  United  States,  against 
the  political  opponents  of  the  supporters  of  it,  by 
bringing  them  under  the  general  stigma  meant  to 
be  thrown  upon  all  those  who  differ  in  political 
optoion  from  these  gentlemea,  whom  they  wish 
to  bring  into  discredit,  that  they  may  the  better 
ancceed  in  carrying  their  favorite  schemes  into 
effect. 

With  respect  to  a  late  transaction,  though  he 
looked  opon  it  as  fair  and  honorable,  and  though 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  person  having  had  any 
concern  in  it  but  the  gentleman  himself  who  has 
lately  retorned  from  France,  gentlemen  bAve  no 
besitatiDn  in  saying  that  guilt  will  attach  to  others, 
and  one  gentleman  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  it 
oQgbt.  It  was  a  little  remarkable,  Mr.  N.  said, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Ons,)  who  seems  to  have  picked  up  the  most  lacts 
with  respect  to  this  mission,  as  it  is  called,  should 
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say  that  everything  respecting  this  matter  will  be 
found  perfectly  fair. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  to  explain.  The  same  idea 
bad  before  been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  which  he  bad  suffered  to  pass 
unnoticed.  He  never  said  the  conduct  of  thatgen- 
tleman  was  fair,  because  he  did  not  think  any- 
thing he  could  do  would  be  fair ;  but  that,  if  ever 
his  correspondence  should  come  to  light,  if  he 
should  have  presented  any  writing  to  the  Direc- 
tory, it  would  probably  be  found  such  as  would 
aid  his  popularity,  rather  than  excite  censure  upon 
his  conduct ;  but  that  this  wonld  give  us  no  se- 
curity that  his  private  eorrespoodenees  were  of 
the  same  tenor.  * 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  did  not  expect  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  pass  any  eulogy  on 
the  gentleman  in  question,  the  terms  he  used  were 
such  as  he  should  nave  expected  from  him  to  con- 
vey the  sentiment  which  he  had  expressed. 

Mr.  N.  saidj  he  meant  to  convey  this  idea  only  j 
that  nothiiiff  u  known  of  this  man,  that  can  either 
criminate  his  conduct  or  his  views.  He  would 
say  further ;  that  nothing  is  known  which  can 
implicate  any  other  person  in  the  matter.  Yet, 
though  no  human  creature  knew  of  the  voywe, 
or  advised  it,  so  far  as  the  design  and  end  ofit 
had  come  to  his  knowledge,  he  was  willing  to  bear 
his  share  of  the  blame  oiit. 

Mr.  N.  feared  another  effect  from  a  law  of  this 
kind.  As  it  would  seem  to  attach  some  degree  of 
guilt,  not  only  to  the  person  who  was  lately  in 
France,  but  also  to  all  the  friends  of  peace  in  this 
country,  it  might  excite  a  suspicion  against  any 
overtures  of  peace  which  may  come  from  France, 
so  that  the  Qovernment  may  not  be  forced  to  meet 
them. 

Gentlemen  might  chatge  him  with  making  irri- 
tating speeches  ;  but  he  lelt  himself  bound  to  say, 
that  me  general  operation  of  this  law  will  be,  to 
blend  innocent  and  bad  actions  tt^ther,  and  to 
bring  into  disrepute  every  possible  ^ect  that  can 
be  attributed  to  good  actions. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  must  be  pardoned  for  believing 
that  the  present  state  of  things  is  too  agreeable  to 
many  gentleman  in  this  House,  and  out  of  it,  to 
be  williQgly  parted  with.  He  had,  for  six  years 
past,  been  witness  to  the  earnest  desire  which  has 
existed  in  these  gentlemen  to  create  armies  and 
navies ;  and  for  three  years  past  he  had  seen  with 
what  pleasure  they  had  viewed  a  state  of  things 
which  afforded  them  plausible  ground,  at  least, 
for  carrying  their  schemes  into  effect. 

Mr.  N.  satd,  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  that 
this  was  not  a  mere  party  impression  in  himself, 
but  that  these  gentlemen  do  really  feel  satisfac- 
tion in  the  present  state  of  things. 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  he  read  an  ex- 
tract from  a  poetical  work  which  has  lately  made 
its  appearance  in  Connecticnt. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  theory  of  writers  upon 
Governments  like  ours,  to  say  that  the  Executive 
is  always  prone  to  war.  If  there  be  any  truth  in 
this  assertion,  however,  have  we  not  good  cause 
at  present  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  in  this  respect  1 
For,  if  we  go  to  war,  it  will  be  a  war,  of  all  others, 
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calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  persoos  io 
power,  as  it  will  be  a  war  without  dauger ;  its 
only  effect  will  be  upon  the  pocketa  of  the  people. 
He  said,  without  daDger,for  he  did  not  believe  there 
is  a  man  in  the  United  States  who  seriously^  dreads, 
or  even  the  most  distantly  expects,  an  invasion 
from  France.  Therefore,  all  the  inducements 
which  ever  did  operate  upon  an  Executive  to  wish 
for  such  a  crisis,  may  have  full  exercise  at  present 

There  is  another  object  couched  under  this  law, 
and  that  is,  it  will  briog  ceosure  on  all  the  acts 
which  can  flow  from  it,  and  prevent  the  people  of 
Uiis  country  from  suspecting  the  Government  of 
doing  wrong  in  acting  so  mach  on  patty  princi- 
ples vuih  respect  to  France. 

If  the  person  who  lately  went  to  France,  went 
with  innocent  intentions,  as  he  bdiered  he  did, 
what  result  may  be  drawn  from  hisvoyaj^el  That, 
if  more  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  political  opin- 
ions o(  the  men  employed  to  treat  with  France, 
the  way  might  hare  been  paved  for  opening  a  nego- 
tiation, and  before  this  time  we  might  have  been 
at  peace.  He  was  far  from  justifyiog  the  French 
GkiTernment  in  their  refusal  to  treat  with  our 
Ministers,  on  account  of  their  private  political 
opinions  but,  he  said,  if  there  are  able  and  honest 
men  in  this  country,  whose  sentiments  would  have 
been  more  congenial  to  the  men  in  power  in 
France,  and  who  mi|:ht  have  been  bound  down  by 
instructions,  this  objection  would  have  been  obvi- 
ated, and  the  probability  is,  that  men  of  this  kind 
would  hare  Men  received. 

Mr.  N.  concluded,  by  saying  that,  seeing  no  case 
upon  which  it  could  operne,  the  only  case  brought 
forward  by  the  advocates  of  it,  on  which  it  could 
act,  would  not  be  deterred  by  its  penalties,  as  it 
included  so  many  act*!,  the  performauce  of  which 
would  be  honorable ;  and,  as  he  believed  it  would 
have  a  bad  effect,  and  a  very  bad  one,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  pass. 

Mr.  B&TARO  said,  he  came  to  the  House  this 
morning  without  the  least  expectation  of  the  op- 
position  to  this  bill  being  renewed.   He  thought 

gentlemen  had  exhausted  their  opposition  and 
leir  ill-will  in  the  debates  which  nad  already 
taken  place.  He  found  however,  that  their  per- 
tinacity, and  he  might  say  obstinacy,  still  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  eoncrare  that  a  bill  could  be 
founded  OD  sounder  or  more  politic  principles  than 
this  bill.  On  this  account,  be  was  snrprised  at  the 
first  opposition  which  was  made  to  it.  Indeed, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  bimseli 
confessed  he  was  in  such  a  situation,  that  all  the 
adrantages  of  discussion  was  in  favorof  the  adro- 
eates  of  the  bill.  When  called  upon  to  define  the 
bill,  its  friends  defined  it;  but  they  are  told  their 
definitions  of  it  are  contradictory.  It  was  a  little 
extraordinary,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  gentlemen  should 
impute  the  oWnrity  of  their  own  minds  to  others. 
He  was  confident  that  when  the  principles  of  the 
bill  are  attended  to  by  men  of  common  intellects,  its 
design  must  be  comprehended.  The  offence  pro- 
posed to  be  punished  by  this  law,  is  separated  only  by 
a  shade  from  treason ;  yet  such  is  the  act  which  the 
gentleman  ftom  Tirgmia,  in  his  plaee^  has  avow- 


ed he  should  not  be  ashamed  to  do.  This  act  is 
that  of  an  individual  taking  upon  himself  to  settle 
a  dispute  with  a  foreign  Gorernmeut,  after  the 
proper  authority  in  his  own  Grorernmeut  has 
vainly  attempted  to  do  it.  But  it  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  this  act  is  so  far 
Irom  being  dishonorable,  that  it  is  a  virtuous  and 
a  laudable  thing,  to  accommodate  national  differ-  < 
ences.  If  we  are  to  admit  that  the  sole  object  of 
such  person  was  to  settle  these  differences,  we 
might  accede  to  the  sentiment  in  the  abstract ;  but, 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  it  cannot  be  justified. 
For  though  he  may  do  good  in  some  instances,  he 
would  do  evil  in  others,  by  making  disgraeefiil 
stipulations.  He  acknowledged  peace  to  be  a  de- 
sirable thing ;  but  the  honor  and  independence  oi 
a  country  are  still  more  desirable. 

Mr.  B.  was  not  unwilling  to  say^  that  he  wis 
satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  tnings;  becatue 
we  had  only  the  election  of  evils,  viz :  either  to 
surrender  our  independence  and  pay  a  tribute^  or 
prepare  to  resist.  The  gentleman  from  Virguia 
15  dissatisfied  with  this  state  of  things ;  it  may  be 
inferred,  therefore,  that  his  choice  would  hare 
been  to  have  paid  a  humiliating  and  ruinous  trib- 
me,  and  he  was  willing  to  give  him  his  election. 

But  further,  with  respect  tothis  abstract  question  ; 
is  it  possible  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  can 
seriously  avow  a  belief,  that  an  individual  has  a 
right  to  assume  this  power  to  n^otiatel  For 
what  purpose  have  we  an  Executive  and  foreign 
Ministers,  if  any  unauthorized  iadiridoal  majr  a»- 
sume  the  power  placed  in  them  7  As  to  this  ob- 
ject of  negotiation  for  a  peace,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  it  might  be  purchased  at  too  great  a  price. 
With  respect  to  the  individual  alluded  to^  we  are 
in  a  vtate  of  darkness.  Whether  his  otgect  wa* 
honorable,  or  not^  we  cannot  tell.  How  far  he 
was  connected  with  other  persons,  is  uncertain. 
The  House  had  heard,  indeed,  disavowals  on  this 
floor  which  he  was  willing  should  go  out  to  a 
credulous  commuaity.  As  to  his  own  opinion,  it 
was  a  matter  of  faith  which  he  was  not  obliged  to 
disclose.  It  must  be  clear  to  every  reasonaUe 
man,  that  a  law  of  this  kind  is  neces^iry  as  a  bar- 
rier  to  guard  against  an  arrogation  of  power  in 
public  factions.  Is  the  offence  proposed  to  be  pan- 
ished  by  this  bill  a  erime  or  not  t  If  it  is,  it  la 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  define  it  better  than 
it  stands  upon  common  law  principles.  If  it  is  not 
a  crime,  it  is  the  intention  of  Ckmgress  to  make  it 
one,  since  the  most  deplorable  consequences  may 
be  prevented  by  it. 

Mr.  B.  would  imagine,  for  a  momenr,  that  the 
agent  alluded  to,  had  negotiated  on  different 
ground  from  what  he  had  done.  He  believed  that 
every  one  was  satisfied,  that  the  most  liberal 
terms  were  offered  by  our  Commissioners,  and  the 
greatest  exertions  made  by  them  to  settle  our  dif- 
ferences with  France.  The  gentleman  ftton  Penn- 
sylvania himself  brought  forward  a  resolntioa 
approbating  those  instructions. 

The  Speakeb  said,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware must  recollect  under  what  circumstances 
this  happened.  It  was  with  closed  doors,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  adverted  to. 
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Mr.  Bayard  said,  he  did  not  need  this  authority 
to  coofirm  his  remark.  There  coold  be  no  doubt 
that  these  Ministers  possessed  a  sincere  desire  to 
•ettie  the  existing  dispates  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, if  it  could  be  done  with  honor.  This  was 
fonnd  impossible ;  and  yet,  after  all  this,  a  single 
individual,  not  af^inted  by  the  Administration, 
thinks  he  can  accomplish  what  the  whole  Gov- 
ern ment  could  not  do,  and  goes  to  France  under 
this  idea.  And  can  it  be  right  that  an  individual 
sboold  go  and  offer  terms  of  peace,  which  conld 
hare  do  other  effect  than  to  excite  that  clamor  at 
home  which  the  gentleman  frmu  Vic^ia  has 
been  pleased  to  say  is  the  object  of  this  bill,  by 
making  it  appear  that  there  is  an  anwiUiogness 
in  the  GoTemmeot  to  nutke  peace.  But  suppose 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  negotiated  by  an  indivi- 
dual thus  situated,  and  Governmoit  should  not 
araroTe  of  it,  it  would  be  thrown  out  to  the  peo- 
j^e  as  a  bone  of  cooteotion,  the  consequences  of 
which  would  be  that  one  party  in  the  United 
Sutes  would  say  that  the  terms  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted, aod  the  other  that  they  ought  not ;  so  that 
a  rash  step  of  this  kind  might  iuvolve  the  coun- 
try in  a  civil  war.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  sayiug, 
that  be  thought  the  bill  was  founded  in  justice 
and  policy^od  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mi.  R.  Williams  said,  tbe  genueman  last  up 
ntpposed  all  opposition  to  this  hill  bad  subsided. 
He  knew  not  wiwt  had  induced  this  belief,  except 
it  was  tfaonght  that  a  want  of  the  ]m>babilitT  of 
soeoeSB  would  induce  members  to  n^eet  their 
^nty.  For  bis  own  part,  he  would  never  cease  to 
omosc  a  measure  so  fraught  with  mischief  as  this 
bm  appeared  to  be. 

It  might  not  be  amiss,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  this  bill.  The  resolution 
which  was  originally  brought  forward  proposed 
to  amend  the  sedition  law.  Bat  now  the  bill  is 
fa^0l^[hl  in,  we  find  it  is  not  in  conformity  to  the 
reMdution,  but  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  ca- 
tain  crimes  therein  mentioned.  How  this  hap- 
pened he  could  not  tell.  He  voted  for  tbe  reso- 
latiMi,  as  he  wished  to  see  a  report  on  the  subject, 
and  had  no  objection  to  a  law  which  should  pun- 
ish usurpations  of  Executive  authority.  But  now 
the  bill  is  before  the  Honse^  it  is  seen  that  nsur- 
pations  of  Executive  authority  ue  not  proposed 
to  be  punished,  but  persons  who  shall  carry  on 
aay  verbal  or  written  correspondence  or  ioter- 
ecmrse  with  any  foreign  Oovernment,  &c. 

This  intercourse,  which  is  to  be  punished,  is  of 
a  Tery  extensive  latitude.  If  a  eitizen  should  at 
any  time  have  it  in  his  power  to  prevail  upon  a 
Ibr^gn  Government  to  relax  its  measures  towards 
OS,  this  is  to  be  deemed  a  crime  by  this  bill ;  be- 
cause, say  gentlemen,  it  is  an  usurpation  of  power 
lodged  in  the  Executive,  who^  as  it  respects  all 
■egutiatioo,  is  the  representative  of  th»  nation. 
Bat,  said  Mr.  W.,  have  the  people  deprived  tbem- 
selves  of  all  power  to  speak,  when  their  speaking 
ean  do  no  possible  barm,  but  good  to  theu  coun- 
try. It  does  not  follow  that  because  the  people 
have  delegated  a  certain  pMtion  of  power  to  the 
BxeeittiTe,  that  diey  have  deprived  thMnselres  of 
all  power  or  iBterfetcBCC,  wnaa  that  interfeRBce 
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is  for  their  own  interest.  He  should  have  no  oIk 
jection  to  a  law  to  punish  any  man  who  should 
attempt  to  usurp  the  Executive  authority,  or  who 
should  so  interfere  in  any  dispute  with  a  foreign, 
Oovernment  as  to  defeat  the  operations  of  onr' 
Government.  But  gentlemen  say.  "  No ;  the  not 
itself,  whether  good  or  bad,  shall  bepunished.'^ 
What  does  this  amount  to,  said  Mr.  W..  but  that' 
a  man  shall  be  deprived  of  th&  privilege  of  apply- 
ing for  property  which  may  be  uniastly  kept  troni 
him  by  a  foreign  Government,  andupon  the  reoor- 
«y  of  which  the  existence  of  his  femily  may* 
depend  ?  Mr.  W.  mentioned  the  case  of  a  persott 
applying  to  a  foreigh  Ctoremment  to  raise  an  em-' 
bergo,  in  order  to  recover  his  vessel,  which  would 
be  influencing  the  measures  of  the  foreign  Gor- 
ernment,  and  consequently  come  within  this  law. 

It  had  been  said  that  peace  mi^ht  be  procured 
by  dishonorable  means,  and  that  if  an  individual- 
were  to  have  the  privilege  to  make  peace,  he- 
might  make  war  also.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  an  at- 
tempt bas  been  made  to  accommodate  gentlemen* 
in  this  respect,  by  declaring  that  where  the  act  of 
au  individual  defeats  the  design  of  the  Execu- 
tive, we  are  willing  it  should  be  considered  crimi^ 
nal ;  but  they  will  not  consent  to  this.  He  would 
consent  even  to  punish  an  individual  who  shouM 
defeat  the  Executive  in  bringing  on  an  honorable 
war,  as  it  is  termed,  but  all  this  will  not  do.  ThH 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  design  of  tbe  IhII.  It 
had  often  been  said,  in  this  House,  that  there  wad 
a  party  who  wished  to  restrain  the  ExecutiTe  so 
as  to  stop  tbe  wheels  of  Government ;  but  in  thiri 
instanee  gentlemen  prapose  to  punbh  a  person  toi 
aiding  the  Executive.  It  appears,  therefore,  thai 
the  bm  is  intended  solely  to  increase  Executire 
influence,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  wilL 
The  Gorernmeot  of  the  United  States  has  said, 
that  from  the  treatment  which  our  Envoys  havd 
received,  no  further  negotiation  with  France  catt 
take  place.  Coold  ii  then  be  criminal,  what 
national  pride  has  said  that  no  further  negotiation 
can  take  place,  in  an  individual,  to  tell  tbe  French 
Government  on  what  terms  peace  may  be  made? 
One  would  think  not;. yet,  by  this  law,  such  a 
man  would  be  a  criminal. 

So  far  as  this  law  goes  to  construe  certain  acta 
criminal,  it  is  a  departure  from  lUl  usage,  in  order 
to  discover  what  is  criminal  and  what  is  inno- 
cent. When  we  vrish  to  know  whether  ad  act  is 
criminal  or  not,  we  inquire  if  it  has  produced  anv 
mischief.  In  the  present  case  no  evil  is  assigned. 
The  offences  are  ui  attempt  to  procure  peace  fot 
the  country ;  to  obtain  a  restoration  of  property, 
a  release  of  seamen,  or  a  recovery  of  debts.  The 
people  of  this  country  never  contemplated  these 
acts  as  offences. 

This  bill,  though  tbe  gentleman  who  re^rted 
it  said  that  it  baa  no  reference  to  any  particular 
case,  appears  to  have  been  produced  by  tbe  beat 
of  the  moment.  No  one  would  ever  have  dreamt 
of  tbe  things  described  tn  this  bill  being  ofiencea, 
if  nothing  had  happened  to  move  their  passion^. 
The  first  feature  of  the  hUl  has  a  direct  allnsioa 
to  a  late  transaction,  and  taksa  from  the  people  of 
these  Stales  a  power  which  they  neTer  meant  to 
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delegate — that  of  seeking  tLeir  owd  iatere^t  by 
their  owa  means.  It  has  been  iairoduced,  like 
some  others  of  late,  on  a  plausible  resolution ; 
but  when  the  bill  itself  appears,  ills  found  to  vio- 
late the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  people.  The 
bill,  which  it  was  said  this  wasintended  toamead, 
Vitts  introduced  in  the  same  way.  It  was  on  a 
resolution  for  the  punishment  of  teditioQ.  Every 
one  allowed  sedition  oueht  to  be  punished ;  but 
when  the  bill  was  brought  in,  it  was  found  to  re- 
strict the  liberty  of  the  press  ;  and  the  present  bill, 
instead  of  punishing  usurpations  of  £zecutive 
authority,  as  originaur  proposed,  goes  to  puoish 
individuals  for  honestly  seelting  lor  theii  own. 

Mr.  W.  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  if  this  bill 
passecL  it  would  establish  a  dangerous  principle, 
riz:  tnat  an  individual  may  be  prevented  from 
carrying  on  any  verbal  or  written  correspondence 
or  intercourse  with  any  foreign  Government  re- 
specting his  own  private  concerns,  lest  he  should 
influence  the  measures  of  that  Government  in 
relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the 
United  States.  If  we  have  the  power  to  deprive 
an  individual  of  this  right,  I  do  not  see  why  we 
may  not  also  deprive  an  individual  of  seeking 
fedress  for  an  injury  at  home,  lest,  in  any  possi- 
tde  manner,  he  should,  in  doing  so,  affect  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Uoited  States.  He  hoped,  there  ■ 
fore,  the  biU  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Qriswold  observed,  that  the  geutleman 
last  had  found  fault  with  the  manner  in  which 
this  bill  had  been  introduced.  It  was  true,  that 
the  instrnctions  to  the  committee  were  to  consider 
^  proprietv  of  ameodinf  a  certain  act,  or  of 
providing  other  punishmeors  for  the  contemplated 
offence.  The  committee,  believing  that  a  sepa- 
rate law  would  best  answer  the  purpose,  and  that 
the  resolution  gave  them  power  to  draw  a  separate 
bill,  had  so  rep"rted.  If  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  thought,  in  doing  so,  that  the 
<iommittee  had  exceeded  their  powers,  his  objec- 
tions ought  certainly  to  have  oeen  made  in  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  business 

The  principle  of  this  bill,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  been 
very  frequently  explained,  and  most  be  perfectly 
wdl  understood.  Its  object  most  be  known  to  be 
to  prevent  all  interference  with  the  Executive 
power  in  our  foreign  intercourse.  If  this  object 
cannot  be  justified,  then  the  bill  is  bad.  Have  not 
the  people,  said  he,  delegated  this  power  to  the 
Executive?  Has  not  every  individual  done  this, 
and  therefore  deprived  himself  of  the  power  by 
the  delegation,  which  he  has  no  right  to  resume? 
No  eeotleman  cao  say  he  has.  The  principle 
would  be  a  daogerous  one,  because,  if  one  man 
may  do  it^any  man  may  do  it;  and  if  it  be  done 
for  one  object,  it  may  be  done  for  another.  There 
can  be  no  limitation  to  it.  And  it  certainly  would 
be  dangerous  to  entrust  individtiab  to  exercise  a 
power  of  aach  magnitude — a  power  in  which  the 
Donor  and  dearest  interests  of  the  country  are  so 
intimately  concerned.  He  should  himself  be  as 
much  opposed  to  the  interference  of  an  individual 
to  promote  peace  as  to  procure  war,  because  he 
thought  both  equally  an  usurpation  of  Bxeoutive 
power. 
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Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
further  observations,  because  he  believed  the  sub- 
ject was  perfectly  understood  ;  but  gentlemen  sar 
the  bill  goes  too  far,  as  it  will  prevent  individual 
from  pursuing  their  claims  upon  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment. If  it  did  this,  he  should  acknowledge  it 
did  what  was  wrong ;  but  it  did  not ;  it  lays  no 
restrictions  upon  individuals  in  the  prosecuiion-of 
their  individual  claims.  He  need  do  no  more  than 
appeal  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  tbemselres,  by 
asking  them  whether  they  believe  that  any  court 
in  the  United  States  would  condemn  an  individu- 
al under  this  law  for  a  mere  personal  appticalioB 
to  a  foreign  Governmient  for  a  restorauon  of  hii 
property,  for  the  release  of  seamen,  or  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  his  debts  ?  If  gentlemen  do  say  that  a 
court  would  thus  act,  they  would  say  what  he  did 
not  believe  they  would  say. 

Mr.  PiNCXHBT  observed,  that  if  he  had  not  been 
a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  thisbiUf 
and  if  he  did  not  rise  to  its  support,  it  might  be 
supposed  he  shrunk  from  the  investigation,  he 
should  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  any 
farther  remarks  upon  it.  But  being  thus  situated, 
he  must  take  leave  to  offer  his  sentiments  upon 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  opposed  to 
the  bill  this  morning. 

The  first  gentleman  up,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bo- 
QLESTOH,)  seemed  to  tnink  this  bill  unnecessary 
and  improper,  because  it  proposes  to  punish  for^ 
eign  intrigue,  and  he  does  not  think  there  is  any 
foreign  intrigue  in  these  States ;  that  he  is  ready 
to  vouch  for  his  own  Slate,  and  supposes  other 
gentlemen  are  equally  ready  to  vouch  for  theirs. 
He  alluded  to  this  subject  because  it  had  relation 
to  what  had  beeo  said  about  the  diplomatic  skill 
of  France  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on 
a  former  occasion.  It  had  been  said  that  no 
charge  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  made  against 
France,  because  they  had  displayed  the  greatest 
ignorance  in  this  respect,  in  relation  to  the  Min- 
isters which  had  been  sent  to  this  country.  But 
Mr.  P.  apprehended  that  this  failure  in  the  diplo- 
matic skill  of  France  towards  this  country  arose 
from  the  misinformation  which  they  received  on 
their  side  of  the  water  as  to  the  true  state  of  Ame- 
rica, and  from  no  want  of  a  wish  on  their  part  to 
employ  every  means  of  diplomatic  skill  in  thdr 
power  to  divide  the  people  of  this  country^  from 
their  Government.  Certain  it  is  that  their  skiU 
did  not  succeed  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes.  Bat 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  must  have  re- 
collected a  letter  written  by  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Afiairs  of  France,  fwnich  had  appeared  in 
air  the  papery)  addressee  to  the  public  agents  of 
that  country  in  forei^  nations,  on  this  point  of 
diplomatic  skill.  It  is  trne  that  he  does  not  pub- 
licly direct  them  to  use  undue  meansj  but  he  di- 
rects them  to  use  all  the  means  in  theur  power  to 
cause  the  French  Republic  to  be  respected.  This 
ahowa  that  the  dipltmiatic  skill  of  France  has  not 
been  idle,  but  that  their  public  agents  have  been 
directed  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  influence  the 
people  of  the  countries  where  they  reside  in  &Tor 
of  France. 

.It  was  Bcareely  necessary,  Mr.  P.  Mid,  to  repeat 
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■mhmt  had  been  so  frequentljr  stated  on  tbi«  floor 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  Earope,  and  to  show 
thee&cts  which  an  exercise  of  this  skill  ha!>  pro- 
duced there.  He  would  aot  repeat  what  had  been 
aud  on  this  subject,  but  barely  state  that  the  pre- 
aent  sitaation  or  Europe  does  show,  and  that  most 
forcibly,  that  there  is  an  evil  eztstiog,  which  it  is 
time  for  all  nations  to  prepare  against.  It  is  an 
evil  which  has  arisen  out  of  the  late  rcTolutionary 
atmii  of  things.  This  eril  is  no  less  than  an  en- 
desTor  oo  the  part  of  one  Qarernmentjby  means  of 
its  diplomatic  skill,  to  orerset  all  the  Goveromenls 
whicn  do  not  concur  with  them  iu  its  nud  career. 
It  is  become  necessary,  therefore,  for  us,  in  com- 
BOD  with  other  nations,  to  guard  against  this  evil, 
and  to  oppose  it  by  saoh  mrriers  as  are  within 
oar  power.  Upon  this  footing  the  bill  now  before 
the  House  might  be  justified,  If  no  iaeonTeniences 
had  already  been  experienced,  which  m^e  saeh 
a  law  necessary. 

Bat  Ibe  genu«nan  from  Virginia  says,  no  dan- 
ger can  be  apprehended  from  tbis  evil  in  tnis  coun- 
try, and  therefore  this  bill  is  unnecessary.  But, 
BKid  Mr.  P.,  it  is  better  that  we  should  be  prepar- 
ed against  an  evil  that  may  happen,  than  run  the 
nsk  of  the  evil  coming  upon  us  when  unprepared 
to  meet  it.  If  there  is  no  delinquency  against  the 
bilL  there  cbd  be  no  punishment,  no  oppression 
inder  it;  and  if  there  should  be  any  correspond- 
ence carried  on,  upon  which  it  ought  to  operate, 
it  will  doubtless  be  allowed  the  person  carrying 
oo  saeh  correspondence  ought  to  be  punished. 
The  gmtleman  went  on  to  state,  that  this  bill 
woola  tend  to  prerent  a  free  investigation  of  pub- 
tie  measaTes,and  of  the  conduct  of  pablic  men. 
Mi.  p.  conid  not  see  how  this  remark  could  ap- 
fkf  to  this  bill;  it  might  hare  done  very  well 
against  the  sedition  bill,  bat  could  not  have  any 
eonnezioo  with  this. 

The  next  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Nioho- 
I.AS,)  has  repeated  the  observation  of  the  gentle- 
■lan  from  Pennsylvania  with  respect  to  the  mcon- 
ristency  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  support  this 
bilL  He  thought  this  argument  had  been  so  fully 
answered  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
yesterda)r,  that  nothiog  farther  need  be  said  upon 
It.  But  it  is  again  repeated  that  there  is  no  crim- 
inality in  the  acts  proposed  to  be  punished,  and 
that  the  advocates  of  toe  bill  have  not  been  able 
to  show  that  any  moral  turpitude  is  attached  to 
the  eoTTetpoudence  proposed  to  be  punished.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  thought  the  act  bad  already  been  shown 
t»  be  criminal.  He  asked  apoo  what  principle 
an  indiTidual  could  undertake  to  exercise  these 
Executive  functions  ?  If  an  individual  goes  for- 
ward to  a  foreign  Qovernment  to  negotiate  on 
Bational  concerns,  what  answer  could  he  give  to 
saeh  a  Government,  when  he  was  asked,  "  Upon 
what  authority  do  you  come  ?"  He  must  say,  "  I 
have  no  power,  I  am  undelegated;  but  our  Ad- 
mioistratioo  is  either  weak  or  wicked,  and  will 
■ot  do  what  is  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  and 
therefore  I  come,  because  I  think  myself  more 
wts^  and  better  disposed  to  serve  my  country 
Amu  its  constituted' authorities."  And  is  there  no 
crinuoality,  saui  Bfr.P.,  iu  thus  throwing  censure 
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on  those  who  bare  been  appointed  by  the  people 
to  administer  the  Oovernment?  If  saeh  an  act 
produces  any  effect  at  all,  it  must  produce  a  bad 
one.  Any  sensible  Qovernment  must  either  laufh 
at  such  a  man  as  mad,  or  conclude  that  he  is  ue 
agent  of  a  deep-rooted  party  opposed  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  country  from  whence  he  comes. 
And  certainly  no  individual  ought  to  be  permit- 
ted to  do  aa  act  with  impunity  which  might 
throw  so  great  a  contempt  upon  the  Government 
of  his  country. 

As  much  had  been  said  about  the  gentleman 
lately  in  France,  he  would  state  it  as  ht8  0pini<Mi, 
that  that  genileman  did  not  view  the  matter  in 
this  point  of  light.  Personally,  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
considered  himsw  as  under  obligation  to  that  gen- 
tieman,  and  nothing  bot  what  he  eoncdred  to  be 
the  public  interest  could  have  induced  him  to 
hare  remarked  upon  a  conduct  which  he  consid- 
ered as  calculated  to  bring  the  greatest  mischids 
upon  this  country,  if  not  put  a  stop  to. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  this  bill  vns  introduc- 
ed into  the  House  with  no  other  view  than  to  raise 
a  clamor  in  the  country  against  gentlemen  of  a 
certain  political  opinion.  If,  however,  tbere  is  a 
great  evil  existing,  to  which  it  is  proper  to  apply 
a  remedy,  he  thotight  it  would  have  been  more 
fair  to  have  attributed  the  motive  of  the  gentle- 
man to  tbis  cause.  But  why  is  it  supposed  that 
this  bill  is  intended  to  raise  a  clamor  aeainst  per- 
sons of  a  particular  description?  Why  is  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  anaid  of  this  clamor? 
What  can  be  his  objection  to  me^  it  ?  If  an  ia- 
dividoal  has  gone  fonnrd  of  hu  own  mere  notion 
and  done  an  improper  thing,  no  misohief  can  arise 
to  those  who  have  had  no  concern  in  it  The 
people  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  duped 
oy  mere  vague  reports.  If  gentlemen  are  accus- 
ed with  being  privy  to  the  business,  will  they  not 
say,  let  gentlemen  who  say  this,  come  forward 
with  proof?  The  people  could  not,  he  believed, 
be  so  easily  led  away  by  unfounded  asseriion,  as 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  But  the  gen- 
tleman says,  this  bill  will  have  a  tendency  to 
bring  into  disrepute  good  actions.  If  the  gentle- 
man conceives  the  acts  guarded  against  by  this  bill 
as  good,  he  for  himself  should  be  contented  to  have 
them  brought  into  disrepute. 

la  a  former  debate,  Mr.  P.  said,  a  ^eat  distinc- 
tion had  been  made  between  an  radividual  acting 
in  his  own  behalf,  in  a  dispute  between  his  own 
Governmeot  and  another,  and  one  deputed  by  a 
party.  Mr.  P.  gave  reasons,  which  have  formally 
been  assigned,  why  both  are  equally  criminal;  and 
he  thought  the  acknowledgment  that  this  conduct 
would  be  wrong  in  a  parlVj  was  a  tacit  confession 
that  it  is  wrong  in  an  individual.  For,  said  Mr. 
P..  if  at  any  future  time,  a  party  should  arise 
which  shall  attempt  to  divest  the  Executive  of 
any  part  of  his  constituted  authority ;  if  they  should 
wish  to  carry  on  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign 
Power,  can  it  be  expected  it  will  be  done  in  an 
open  manner?  Certainly  not.  A  party  thus  dis- 
posed would  act  so  secretly,  that  probably  no  per- 
son but  the  agent  employed  could  be  discovered; 
so  tbat  then  u  no  way  of  preventing  such  a  com- 
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mmiieaUoa  being  carried  on^  bat  by  makiDg  tbe 
risk  too  great  fdr  any  indiTidoal  to  undertake  a 
bnnness  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  P.  thought  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia had  deviated  a  little  from  the  present  ques- 
tion, in  making  use  of  an  expression  which  ought 
not  to  pass  nonoticed.  He  had  stated  that,  from 
the  efiect  which  had  been  produced  by  a  late  em- 
bassy, it  appeared  that  if  persons  oi^  a  different 
political  opinion  had  been  employed  by  our  Gk>T- 
ernment^  a  peace  might  bare  been  obtained.  To 
what,  said  Mr. P.,  does  this  amount?  Does  it  not 
MDonni  to  what  we  have  seen  elsewhere,  viz :  thst 
the  FreBch  ooght  tn  hare  been  indulged  in  the 
hoice  of  onr  agents  ? 

[Mr.  Nicholas  said  that  his  remarks  were  bjh 
plied  to  the  original  appointment  of  our  Coramis- 
ttoners;  for,  after  objectioos  had  been  made  to 
them  by  the  French,  on  account  of  their  political 
opinions,  he  would  not  hare  changed  them.] 

If,  coQtinaed  Mr.  P.^  a  Government,  in  its  ap- 
pointment of  foreign  Ministers,  is  to  consider  only 
what  will  be  agreeable  to  tbe  foreign  Government 
to  whom  they  send  them,  and  appoint  only  such 
persons  as  will  be  pteasing  to  them,  it  would  mat- 
ter not  whether  the  demand  was  made  or  not. 
On  the  contrary,  Mr.  P.  was  of  opinion,  that  a 
Ckrrernment  onght  only  to  consider  who  are  the 
persons  who  will  best  transact  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  not  who  are  most  in  faror  of  the 
Goreinment  to  which  they  go ;  because  it  ia  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  persons  most  in  faror  with  a 
foreign  country,  will  be  most  disposed  to  favor 
that  country;  and  tt  is  abo  natural  to  suppose 
that  such  pnsons  will  hare  an  undue  bias  on  their 
minds,  and  bediqrased  to  relinquish  the  interests 
of  their  own  country  in  favor  of  that  with  which 
they  hare  to  negotiate.  He  therefore  thought  tbe 
position  ill-founded.  He  believed  the  President. : 
m  his  choice  of  Envoys  to  the  French  Repnbliej ; 
was  desirous  of  choosmg  men  of  integrity,  totally 
unprejudiced,  and  friends  to  their  own  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  P.  believed  the  gentlemen  appointed 
were  of  this  description;  and  though,  said  be,  in- 
nnuations  hare  been  thrown  out  in  the  public 
npeis  to  the  contrary,  can  anything  be  collected 
from  the  documents  on  the  table,  which  can  sup- 
port a  contrary  opinion ;  which  can  show  that  they 
pnssessed  any  undue  partiality  against  that  na- 
tion?  He  heard  of  no  such  insinuation;  if  any 
such  bad  been  made,  be  believed  it  would  not 
have  been  difficult  to  have  confronted  the  charge 
by  those  papers. 

This  doctrine,  said  Mr.  P.,  has  been  carried  to  a 
great  extent;  it  has  gone  to  the  full  length  that 
tbe  wishes  of  tbe  French  Government  ought  to 
have  been  consulted  in  sending  Ministers  from 
this  country.  We  have  seen,  said  be,  a  famous 
letter  published  in  the  papers,  written  by  an  Ame- 
rican citizen  in  France  to  a  gentleman  in  this 
eouDtry,  (and  which  has  since  been  the  subject  of 
a  prosecution,)  in  which  this  matter  is  developed. 
This  sentleman  tells  the  world,  he  has  been  ■ 
ftUow-laborer  with  the  heads  of  the  French  Gor- 
emment,  in  Imnging  about  the  present  state  of 
thiags;  that  he  is  now  intiawiely  connceted  with 
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them.  He  tells  us  upon  what  terms  we  mvf 
make  peace  with  France — terms  which  he  be- 
lieved no  gentleman  in  this  House  would  be  dis- 
posed to  agree  to;  that  we  must  apologize  for  oar 
past  conduct,  and  become  tributary;  that  we  mttst 
send  a  man  to  treat  who  will  be  agreeable  to  them. 
He  goes  so  far  as  to  point  out  a  particular  charac- 
ter whom  he  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  send. 
And,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  think  the  writer  calumniates 
that  gentleman,  when  he  says  that  if  that  gentle- 
man nad  gone  forward,  the  dispute  between  the 
two  countries  would  have  been  settled  in  twenty>- 
four  hours.  He  has  told  you  the  terms  upon  which 
a  settlement  nug^t  be  had,  and  then,  tnat  if  this 

Kntleman  had  been  employed,  the  dispute  wwiU 
re  been  settled  in  the  short  time  he  mentiou. 
The  natural  infer«iee  is,  that  the  gentleman  re* 
ferred  to  would  have  acceded  to  those  terms.  Mr. 
P.  tbouffht  this  calumny.  He  knew  that  geotlfr- 
man  well,  and  highly  respected  him  for  his  talents 
and  integrity;  nor  did  He  believe  that  either  in 
twenty-four  hours,  or  in  twenty-four  years,  he 
would  have  agreed  to  any  such  terms.  No,  said 
he,  that  gentleman  has  too  great  a  regard  for  his 
country,  thus  to  barter  away  its  independence. 

He  thought  this  doctrine  of  fovoring  a  foreign 
nation  in  the  choice  of  Ministers,  a  dangerous  one^ 
and  bad  therefore  noticed  it. 

The  gentleman  last  up  frrai  North  Carolina 
has  made  use  of  one  or  two  ideas  rather  extraor- 
dinary. He  says,  that  true  it  is,  that  this  power 
of  negotiation  has  been  delegated  to  the  Exeeurire 
of  the  United  States,  but  be  also  says  that  thepeo- 
pie  hare  by  no  means  divested  themselves  of  the 
power  of  carryingrane^tiatiou,  if  they  choose  CO 

do  60. 

[Mr.  WiLUAHS  said,  the  gentleman  from  Sou& 
Carolina  had  certainly  misunderstood  him.  His 
idea  was,  that  because  the  people  hare  rested  the 
Executive  with  this  power,  tluit  it  did  not  hence 
follow  that  they  bad  not  a  right  to  correspond 
with  a  foreign  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
recovering  their  own  property,  or  that  of  thur 
friends  j 

Upon  that  point,  Mr.  P.  said,  th^  were  per- 
fectly agreed,  and  this  bill  does  not  prevent  any 
such  interference ;  it  had  only  relation  to  disputes 
between  the  two  Governments.  These  cases,  as 
had  been  repeatedly  shown,  are  perfectly  distiitet. 
But  the  genUeman  said  (if  he  did  not  also  mis- 
take him.  and  this  he  thought  connected  with  his 
former  ioea^  that  this  law  will  hare  a  tendency 
to  increase  Bxecutive  influraice.  If  this,  said  BIr. 
P.,  is  the  tendency  of  the  bill,  I  plead  guilty,  so 
far  as  it  goes  to  confine  tbe  exercise  of  the  power 
of  negotiation  to  tbe  Executive.  That  the  people 
shall  not  interfere  with  it,  so  long  as  onr  present 
Constitution  lasts;  much  less  that  an  individual 
should  take  tbe  power  upon  himself.  Therefm 
there  is  no  argument  to  be  derived  from  that 
ground  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  P.  could  not  help  nottoiag,  before  he  sat 
down,  a  circumstance  which  happened  yesterday. 
Gentwrneo  ace  perfectly  willing  that  indiridws 
should  hare  aa  uncoupled  power  to  carry  oil 
uy  eorrespoadcaea  they  please  with  b  foreiga 
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GoTernmentj  but  the  moment  a  geotleman  from 
Massachusetts  introdaced  an  amendment,  which 
might,  by  implication,  hare  vested  the  power  in 
the  President  alone  to  have  sent  a  Minister,  with- 
out consulting  the  Senate,  as  is  directed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, they  immediately  took  the  alarm.  What ! 
■ay  they,  will  you  give  this  power  to  the  President 
aloae?  And  the  amendment  was  rejected.  This 
must  appear  inconsistent. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  considered  this 
bill  as  calculated  to  prevent  an  evil,  whieh,  from 
the  present  state  of  things,  does  exist;  that  it  does 
■ot  encroach  on  indiviaual  rights;  that  it  will 
fffodaee  much  fpod,  and  no  eri^  and  therefore  he 
ma  in  fovor  <n  it. 

Mr.  S.  SHtTR  agreed  with  the  friends  of  this 
biUj  as  to  its  general  principle,  of  punishing  usur- 
pauons  of  the  Bxecntive  auibority.  Had  it  been 
•onfioed  to  that  object,  he  shontd  therefore  have 
voted  for  it;  but  the  generality  of  the  expressions 
nsed,  would  induce  him  to  vote  a^inst  it.  For, 
if  he  understood  the  bill  right^  a  private  individtiaf 
seeking  for  a  restoration  of  his  own  property  from 
•  fionign  Government,  would  be  liaole  to  its  pen- 
alties. It  was  possible,  however,  he  might  be 
mistaken;  if  so,  he  should  be  glad  to  be  corrected. 
He  would  slate  a  case  or  two,  which,  if  answered 
to  his  satisfaction,  he  would  still  vote  for  the  IhII. 

Suppose  this  law  to  be  in  force,  and,  upon  the 
arrival  of  an  American  citizen  at  Bordeaux,  he 
finds  an  ambar^  laid  on  American  vessels,  from 
a  &lse  impression  taken  up  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment that  this  eonntrr  is  immediately  goiqg 
to  war  with  France,  ana  that  this  var  would 
abwtly  commence.   This  gentleman  being  direct 
from  America  would  be  posaessed  of  the  foil 
TiewB  and  feelings  of  the  American  Government 
a&d  people;  and  suppose  he  were  to  state  to  the 
agents     the  French  Government  (as  we  have 
DO  Minister  there  to  whom  he  could  apply)  that 
they  had  been  misinformed ;  that  the  American 
Qovemmeat  bad  no  desire  to  go  to  war ;  that  all 
the  measures  she  had  taken  were  measures  of  de- 
fence only,  called  for  by  the  onexampled  depreda- 
tions committed  upon  our  vessels  and  property  by 
French  privateers,  whose  abominable  conduct, 
perhaps,  they  had  not  been  informed  of.   A  man 
eapalMe  of  making  a  Air  and  jast  representation 
the  sitoation  of  things,  ana  riiowing  that  all 
which  had  been  done  by  this  Qoremmnit  had 
been  right  and  proper,  might  find  it  also  necessary 
to  speak  of  the  relative  situations  of  the  two  coun- 
trin.   He  might  find  it  necessary  to  do  this,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  release  of  his  own  property. 
And  sopipose,  from  his  representations,  the  French 
Government  should  take  ofi  the  embargo  which 
had  been  laid,  release  oor  seamen,  and  restore  our 
property,  would  such  a  man  come  under  the  lash 
of  mis  law?   As  it  appeared  to  him,  be  would, 
and  be  could  not  consent  to  a  law  which  should 
ponith  such  a  person. 

Oar  Coa9ul-(3eneral  at  Paris,  he  well  knew^  is 
MM  aathwized,  as  a  diplomatic  character,  to  m- 
lerfere  in  the  existing  disputes  between  this  conn- 
try  and  France.  Suppose,  however,  he  had  come 
iiatrward  to  the  FreM»  Gtovcniment  at  the  time 


the  embargo  was  laid,  and,  by  using  the  same  kind 
of  arguments  which  he  had  supposed  to  be  used 
in  the  former  case,  which  be  had  stated,  had  con- 
vinced the  French  Government  of  the  impropriety 
of  its  conduct,  would  be  not,  by  thus  acting,  have 
made  himself  liable  to  the  operation  of  this  lawl 
If  so,  it  goes  farther  than  he  wished  it. 

He  would  put  anothercase.  Suppose  our  Min- 
ister at  the  Hague  should  be  applied  to  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  disputes  between  the  two  Governments, 
and  should  give  such  information  with  respect  to 
the  views  and  conduct  of  this  Government  m 
should  induce  them  to  relax  in  their  measures  to-  ■ 
wards  this  muntry,  woald  our  Minister  at  the 
Ha^ae  fiUl  unda  the  penaltiea  of  this  law  ?  He 
bdieved  he  wsold^  though  he  might  hare  been 
the  meani  of  arartug  a  war  from  me  coantry.  If 
these  objections  can  he  answered  to  hia  satisfao 
tion,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill;  otherwise,  be 
would  not. 

Mr.  Dana  wished  the  law  might  hare  the  credit 
which  the  vote  of  the  gentleman  from  Marvland 
would  stamp  upon  it ;  and,  when  he  was  shown 
that  the  cases  which  he  lutd  stated  do  not  come 
within  its  letter  or  ita'sjnrit,  he  irasted  he  would 
give  it  his  vote. 

The  first  case  is  that  of  an  individual  merchant 
applying  to  the  French  Government  for  a  resto- 
ration oT  his  own  property.  If  this  case,  said  Mr. 
D.,  conM  come  within  a  flair  construction  of  the 
taw,  it  ought  not  to  pass;  bat  if  the  gentleman 
from  Marruttd  wiU  attend  to  the  scope  and  phra- 
seology «  the  bill,  «id  recolleet  that  every  law 
must  be  explained  according  to  its  subject-matter, 
that  the  law  proposes  to  puniah  only  interfereneea 
in  disputes  between  two  Goveivmeats,  he  will  be 
convinced  that  such  a  case  cannot  come  within 
the  law.  Individual  concerns  cannot  be  interfered 
with  bv  Government,  withoat  the  consent  of  such 
individual;  no  more  than  a  <tiq>ute  between  two 
Qoremments  can  be  interfered  with  by  an  indi- 
vidual. 

With  respect  to  the  ease  of  the  Consul-Qeneral, 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  most  know  that 
he  has  no  diplomatic  authority. 
Mr,  8.  Smith  said  he  had  so  stated  jjie  case. 
Mr.  Dama.— As  to  applying  for  the  raising  an 
embazgt^  uid  liberatii^  seamen,  they  are  acts 
within  the  Consalar  power  for  which  he  is  ex- 
pressly appointed. 

As  to  tne  other  case,  of  a  Minister  resident  at 
tbe  Hague  being  applied  to,  he  had  no  doubt  that 
all  our  Ministers,  being  clothed  with  the  powers 
of  the  Government,  hare  a  right  to  make  such  r»- 
presratatiouB  to  any  foreign  Qorernment  as  shall 
be  for  the  benefit  of  this  country.  It  is  true,  they 
hare  not  the  poww  to  make  a  treaty  with  any 
other  country  than  that  to  which  they  are  sent, 
but  it  is  certainly  their  duty  to  further  the  interests 
of  their  country  in  all  cases  within  their  power. 

If  these  answers  prove  satisfactory  to  the  gen- 
tleman, I  hope,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  we  shall  be  lar* 
ored  with  his  vote. 

But  gentlemen  stilt  insist  that  this  bill  is  im- 
pn^r.  In  additim  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
geotlcnra  from  SkHUh  CuoliKa,  with  ra^eet  to 
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the  motioo  made  by  the  geDtloman  Arom  Massa- 
efansetts,  by  the  decision  upon  which  it  appears 
that  gentlemeD  are  more  willing  to  leare  the  peo- 
jie  at  large  to  execute  this  pown  of  negotiation, 
than  suffer  the  President  to  exercise  it  without 
the  coDCorrence  of  the  Senate.  And^  proceeding 
still  further,  Uie  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Dawson)  moved  an  amendment,  subjecting  the 
President  to  the  penalties  of  this  raw,  if  be  should 
employ  any  agent  to  negotiate  wiuiout  baring 
first  consulted  the  Senate.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Vii^inia  voted  for  this  amendment,  aAer  the  Vice 
President  bad  been  added  to  it. 

But,  said  Mr.  D.,  what  does  all  that  we  hear 
about  peace-makers  mean  ?  Who  are  these  peace- 
makei^  and  what  is  this  peace  they  want  1  What 
is  this  btessing?  b  it  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
Tiews  of  their  own  Ctovernment,  or  in  hostility  to 
it?  If  this  man  chose  to  hazard  his  reputation  by 
this  species  of  public  knight  errantry,  by  attempt- 
ing to  do  what  had  been  in  rain  attempted  by  bis 
GoTernmeut,  whr  did  he  not  apply  to  the  Ezecu- 
tire,  and  say  tonim,  "I  am  ardently  desirous  of 
pceserring  the  country  inpeace ;  I  wish  to  consult 
joa  before  I  set  out  for  France,  to  see  if  I  cannot 
induce  a  change  in  the  measures  of  that  Gk>rern- 
naent.  Give  me  your  passport."  Where  was  the 
difficulty  in  doing  this?  None,  except  that  in 
that  case  he  would  bare  eone  by  the  permission 
of  Qoremment^  and  that  did  not  accord  with  hia 
views.  His  object  was  not.  according  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nicholas,)  to  make 
a  peace  which  should  be  agreeable  to  our  Execu- 
tire— it  was  to  force  the  Executive  to  make  a 
peaee.  This  was  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vii]nDia.  How  force  the  Ezecaitve  ?  Does 
an  individual  wield  the  sword  of  war,  that  he  can 
compel  the  Qovomment?  Or  will  be  make  them 
ashamed  of  their  conduct?  Or  is  he  the  instru- 
ment of  a  hidden  power  in  this  country,  or  of  a 
foreign  Government,  whose  force  our  Govern- 
ment cannot  withstand?  Or  is  it  br  another 
mode — which,  indeed,  is  the  most  probable — by 
seducing  the  public  opinion ;  by  undermining  the 

Jiublic  confidence,  on  which  our  Government  restR 
br  alt  its  energies?  Because  any  man  who  knows 
anything  of  our  Constitution,  also  knows  that  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  must  reader 
homage  to  public  opinion;  that  it  cannot,  and 
owrht  not  to  be  disrc^rded. 

But  what  is  this  public  opinion  f  It  is  the  &ir 
xesDlt  ftf  the  sense  of  the  people  at  large,  when  the 
troth  is  &irly  known,  when  fiilsehood  has  been 
discarded,  and  misrepresentation  discouDtenanced; 
and  not  when  the  public  mind  is  disturbed,  when 
suspicions  and  hatred  hare  been  kindled  against 
our  Oovwnment.  It  is  this  we  hare  to  fear,  and 
this  is  the  danger  most  to  be  dreaded. 

And  what,  exclaimed  Mr.  D.,  is  this  claim  in 
favor  of  an  officious  individual?  Have  not  the 
peoi^e  delegated  tbe  power  of  negotiating  to  the 
President?  Why,  then^  xhall  a  patriot,  a  friend 
of  tbe  people,  usurp  it  ?  No  phrase,  said  Mr.  D., 
is  more  abused  than  this  phrase  of  ''the  people." 
Ai  used  in  the  Constitution,  no  man  could  pay 
aore  respect  to  it  than  he ;  but  not  when  it  u 
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used  to  mean  a  few  individuals,  a  club,  or  a  small 
section  of  the  people.  It  is  clear  that  hn  indivi- 
dual taking  upon  himself  a  power  which  has 
already  be«i  delated  to  a  constituted  authority, 
usurps  that  aothortty,  and  if  he  has  ever  taken  an 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  he  violates  that 
oath. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  addition  to 
his  remarks,  had  made  a  general  charge  against 
the  friends  of  this  bill,  by  declaring  it  to  be  his 
opinion  that  they  bad  brought  it  forward  for  tbe 
purpose  of  exciting  clamor  acainst  their  political 
opponents,  that  they  might  the  better  effect  their 
purpose  of  getting  the  country  involved  in  war. 
He  had  thought  this  cant  of  war"  had  been  out 
of  date ;  that  by  this  time  there  was  no  American 
who  would  not  rather  submit  to  the  evils  of  war 
than  submit  to  the  payment  of  French  tribat&  to 
French  artifice,  and  French  usurpation.  Let 
them  bare  war,  said  'Mr.  D.,  if  they  want  it ;  we 
will  neither  shrink  from  it,  nor  court  it. 

But  the  gentleman  says  there  is  a  general  dis- 
position for  war  in  a  majority  of  this  House;  and, 
la  order  to  support  this  opinion,  he  has  bad  re- 
course to  a  poetical  work,  which  has  lately  made 
its  appearance  in  the  State  from  which  be  (Mr. 
D.)  came.  But  he  complained  that  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  not  stated  tbe  authority 
fairly.  He  ought  first  to  have  stated,  that  for  a 
long  time  before  the  despatches  were  receired  from 
our  Enroys  in  France,  many  gentlemen  in  this 
House  were  found  to  be  tbe  coustaut  apologists  for 
the  conduct  of  France,  whiletheFederaltstswereas 
sleadjr  in  condemning  their  conduct  as  iniamoiis. 
In  this  stale  of  things  the  despatches  were  re- 
ceived and  communicated  to  the  House  with 
clo%d  doors.  This  poem  attempts  to  describe  the 
scene  which  then  took  place  ^— 

'*Loi^had  our  IBnitten  of  Ptoo^ 
T^e  itunttta  borne  of  GaiUa*traeet 
At  kngth,  the  Envoyt  deign  to  tell  M, 
They  had  to  deal  with  geuTvyfellowt, 
Witn  Autun  and  the  fivc'keaa  Beatt, 
And  half  the  AlvhaM  at  leatt. 
The  bu^et  op'a,  in  Congren,  thow'd 
The  whme  contrivance  of  the  brood. 
And  that  thek"  headt  were  bent  on  brewing 
Sttljfeetion,  tnfamjf,  andrum. 
WMkfojfeaea  FedatU  feature  crown  Ut 
And  triumph  gUno'd  the  Hall  around  / 
Each  Jacobin  ^egan  to  atir. 
And  eate,  attho'  on  ehettnut  burr. 
Up  the  long  space  from  chin  to  forehead, 
Sate  evet;  feature  of  the  horrid  ; 
Their  mooD-ey'd  leaden  stood  like  beaoOBS, 
Or  w  a  drove  of  Stan's  Deacons, 
When  from  the  burning  lake,  in  ire, 
They  sat  their  feet  on  wild  &e, 
To  find  if  war  or  slj  pollution 
Could  raise  in  Heaven  a  revolution."* 

Mr.  D.  appealed  to  tbe  House  for  the  truth  of 
the  representation,  and  apologized  for  havinff  !»- 
keu  up  their  time  by  introducing  a  work  oftbi» 


*  The  lines  printed  in  italic  were  read  by  Mr.  Nicno- 
joM.    Mr.  Dasa  read  the  whole  as  here  given. 
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kiod ;  but  he  had  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
correct  the  siatemeot  giren  by  the  gentlemaa 
from  Vii^ioia. 

Mr.  H&RRiBON  hoped  this  bill  would  be  recom- 
mitted. He  said  he  was  as  much  dis|>osed  as  aay 
geDtleman  withia  these  walls,  to  punish  aay  usur- 
pation of  Executive  rights,  and  if  the  bill  could  be 
so  defined  as  not  to  punish  the  innocent  with  the 
suilty,  he  would  role  for  it,  as  wherever  power  is 
delegated  there  he  wished  it  to  remain  until  re- 
•nked.  As  it  now  stands,  however,  he  ap[Hehend- 
ed  it  would  interfere  with  iadiridual  rights ;  and, 
as  the  law  is  to  take  immediate  effect,  an  indlTid- 
ual  now  in  France  may  be  punished  before  he 
knows  such  a  law  exists.  Aootner  objection  which 
he  had  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  is  unlimited.  He 
ftued,  as  had  already  been  hinted,  that  the  law  is 
Brincipally  intended  for  party  purposes,  and  to 
oring  an  odium  on  the  advocates  of  the  rights  of 
man  in  this  House.  Gentlemen  hare  already  re- 
sounded it  through  the  country  that  there  is  a 
party  here  cooaected  with  France ;  but  they  have 
not  dared  to  fix  upon  a  man  who  forms  one  of  this 
party.  If  such  a  man  be  Id  this  House,  let  them 
at  once  fix  upon  him.  and  there  will  be  no  hesita- 
Uoo  about  bringing  aim  to  nunishment.  If  gen- 
tlemen iail  to  do  this,  the  public  will  not  longer  be 
deoeiT^  in  this  matter.  They  will  be  certain  that 
no  such  pmon  exists.  He  hoped,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  stated,  that  the  bill  would  be  recommitted. 

The  question  was  now  pot  and  negatived — 53 
U>  36b 

Mr.  HABPBBsaid  that  the  motion  for  recommit- 
ment having  been  lost,  he  wished  to  offer  a  few 
ramiks  in  reply  to  the  objections  urged  against 
the  passing  pf  the  bill. 

Aud  first  be  would  state  to  the  gentlemaa  from 
BAarylaod,  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  who  had  declared  him- 
self to  be  iavorable  to  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
but  objected  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  drawn, 
that  none  of  the  cases  put  by  that  gentleman 
would,  in  his  opiDioD,  come  within  the  purview  or 
the  penalties  of  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  The 
bill  created,  he  said,  a  new  offence,  viz:  "the 
CMDmencing  or  carrying  on,  without  the  author- 
ity of  the  American  GorernmeDt,  any  correspond- 
ence, written  or  verbal,  with  a  foreign  Gorern- 
ment,  its  officers,  or  agents,  with  intent  to  influ- 
enee  the  conduct  or  measures  of  such  foreign 
Qovemmeot,  io  relation  to  aay  disputes  or  con- 
fitorenies  with  the  United  States,  or  to  defeat  the 
measures  of  the  Goremment  of  the  United  States." 
It  was  this  intent,  he  said,  which  constituted  the 
essence  of  theoAnce;  an  intent  to  interfere  in 
the  political  relations  of  this  country  with  foreign 
nations,  or  to  defeat  the  measnres  of  our  own 
GoTeromeot.  And  it  was  an  invariable  and  fun- 
damenul  rule  in  our  criminal  proceedings,  that 
upon  every  indictment  the  criminal  intent  which 
constitutes  the  offence  must  be  proved.  Other- 
wise the  indictment  cannot  be  supported.  The 
intent  cannot  be  directly  and  positively  proved ; 
bat  it  ma^  be  and  must  be  inferred  by  the  jury 
from  the  cirenmstanees  of  the  ease,  and  those  cir- 
eoautanees  most  be  proved  by  legal  and  sufficient 
iBstiiiuniy.  Thus  upon  an  indietment  ftnr  nmrder, 
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it  must  apjpear  to  the  satisfactioa  of  the  jury,  that 
the  act  of  killing  was  not  only  done,  but  done 
with  a  mischievous  and  criminal  intent ;  and  the 
accused  party  may  acquit  himself  by  showing, 
from  attending  circumstances,  that  he  had  no 
such  intent.  So  if  a  person  were  indicted  under 
this  act  for  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  a 
foreign  Government,  he  might  acquit  himself  by 
showing,  from  all  the  circnmstaoces  of  his  con- 
duet,  that  he  did  not  carry  it  on  with  any  of  the 
criminal  intents  specified  by  this  bill,  but  merely 
for  the  po^KMC  of  saving  his  ownpropeily,  or  pro- 
curing the  release  of  himself  or  his  frienfu.  I  will 
say,  therefore,  continued  Mr.  H.,  that  any  mer- 
chant or  mercbaats  of  this  country  may,  notwith- 
standing this  bill,  should  it  pass,  make  application, 
by  themselves  or  their  agents,  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  restoration  of  their  property,  for 
paytnent  for  it,  or  for  the  release  of  ueir  fnends, 
provided  they  confine  themselves  to  these  objects! 
and  do  not  meddle  with  the  political  relations  of 
the  two  countries.  I  will  say.  farther,  that  evra 
the  memorial  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Gallatin,)  and  presented  by  cer- 
tain foreign  merchants  to  the  Couocil  of  Five 
Hundred  in  France,  would  not,  shoald  it  be  pre- 
sented by  a  number  of  American  merchants,  aha 
the  passing  of  this  billL  bring  them  within  its  pen- 
alties ;  it  being  manifest  that  the  views  of  these 
merchants  went  no  further  than  to  their  private 
affairs,  and  that  although  the  reasonings  whidi 
they  adduce  are  of  a  very  general  nature,  and  ap- 
ply to  the  whole  system  of  France  respecting 
neutral  commerce)  yet  they  do  not  design  to  in- 
termeddle in  any  manner  in  the  political  relations 
between  France  and  their  respective  Governments. 

I  will  even  go  further.  I  will  say  that  were  I 
in  France,  after  this  bill  should  be  passed,  and 
M.  Talleyrand  were  to  invite  me  to  sup  with  him, 
which  perhap  might  be  the  case,  considering  that 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  in  this 
country,  and  he  were  to  ask  my  opinion  about  the 
political  relations  of  the  two  countries,  I  should 
not  scrui^e  to  tell  him  that  the  coodnet  of  his 
Government  was  highly  impolitic,  and  to  nniga 
mj  reasons  for  the  opiaioa.  I  might,  perhaps,  not 
thmk  it  prudent  to  do  so,  but,  if  I  thouffht  it  pru- 
dent, and  the  occasion  offered,  I  shonm  not  con- 
sider myself  as  offendine  against  this  bill  by  doing 
so.  Why  7  Because  I  snoidd  not  act  with  the 
intent  which  this  Ull  fixes  on  as  the  essence  of 
the  offence  created  by  it ;  the  intent  to  interfere 
or  intermeddle  with  the  public  relations  of  the 
two  countries.  It  is  this  interference,  this  into 
meddling,  and  not  an  accidental  conversation, 
which  the  bill  forbids,  according  to  any  reasonable 
or  possible  construction  of  it  by  an  American 
court  and  jury.  Therefore  I  should  hold  such 
conversation  without  fear  of  the  law,  should  the 
occasion  accidentally  occur ;  and  should  any  body 
indict  me  for  it  under  this  Mil,  I  would  justify  my- 
self by  showing,  from  all  the  eirenmstanee  of  the 
case,  that  the  a&ir  was  merely  accidentalj  and 
that  I  had  acted  without  any  intention  to  mtec- 
fere  in  the  disputes  of  the  two  eoontrin. 

If  he  was  right,  Mr.  H.  said,  in  ihu  eonstme- 


ZJinrpation  of  ExeaOvBe  Authoriijf. 


Digitized  tjy 


2619 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


2620 


H.  orR.] 


Umrpation  of  Ej^ecuHve  Authoritjf. 


tioQ  of  the  bill,  and,  after  a  full  coosideration,  he 
firmly  believed  that  he  was,  there  could  be  no 
grouud  for  the  appreheusions  of  the  eeBtlemau 
from  Marylaod,  since  the  cases  for  wbicn  he  wish- 
ed to  provide  oould  oerer  be  considered  by  a  court 
and  jury  as  coming  within  the  purview  of  the 
bill,  which,  in  order  to  constitute  the  offence,  re- 
quired that  the  act  should  be  done  with  an  intent 
to  interfere  with  the  fanctioos  of  the  Goreinment, 
and  intermeddle  with  the  political  rdatiaiu  of  the 
two  countrieB. 

The  ffcntleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicbous) 
had,  indieed,  contended  repeatedly,  that  meh  inter- 
fennee  or  inlcnnflddling,  so  &r  from  bdnc  pan- 
iabab)^  was  highly  meritorious,  provided  its  ob- 
ject was  to  make  peace.  This  {wmciple  had  been 
asain  and  again  exposed,  by  showing  tfaat,if  onoe 
admitted,  it  would  cover  or  even  justify  any  inter- 
ference K>r  any  purpose,  and  could  not  fail  to  end 
in  transferring  to  uoauthoiized  indiridoals,  all  the 
powers  which  the  people  of  this  country  have  con- 
fided to  their  Gtorernmentj  to  be  exercised  by  men 
of  their  own  choice.  Will  it  be  denied,  said  Mr. 
H.,  that  this  principle  may  be  so  employed  ?  Will 
it  be  denied  that,  under  pretence  of  promoting 
peace,  the  agent  of  a  faction  may  go  from  this 
eounlry  to  France,  and  advise  the  Froich  Oor- 
tmmeal  in  what  manner  it  ought  to  act,  so  as  to 
lull  the  country  into  security,  increase  its  iofln- 
•nce  among  us,  and  strengthen  the  bands  of  its 
owo  parly?  To  show  that  theprinciple  contend- 
ed for  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  be  so 
employed,  that  such  attempts  may  be  concealed. 
uDOer  the  specious  garb  of  peaee-making,  I  will 
beg  leave  to  read  in  my  place,  and  as  part  of  my 
observations  on  this  subject,  a  paper  wnich  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  and  which  has  come  to  my  posses- 
sion Dy  means  of  one  of  those  threads  whereof  I 
formerly  made  mention.  This  paper  is  addressed 
to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  RelaUons  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  was  pre- 
sented to  him  by  a  citizen  of  this  country  who 
lately  made  a  visit  to  France.  It  is  in  the  tollow- 
ittg  words : 

[Here  Mr.  Dbnt  asked  by  whom  the  paper  was 
signed.! 

Mr.  H.  replied,  that  it  was  signed  by  nobody, 
and  be  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  name 
the  person  by  whom  he  supposed  it  to  have  been 
presented.  He  would  state  that  it  was  transmit- 
ted to  this  country  through  no  official  cbannei, 
bat  that  he  had  reason  to  believe,  and  did  believe, 
it  to  have  been  presented  to  the  Freucb  Oovem- 
raent  by  an  American  citizen  who  was  lately  in 
France.  He  thought  it  in  order  for  him  to  read 
in  his  }4ace  any  paper,  unless  it  contained  anbe- 
omming  language,  which  was  not  the  case  with 
this.  He  would,  therefore,  unless  tbe  Chair  should 
otherwise  decide,  proceed  to  read  it. 

No  objection  being  made^  he  i»oceeded  to  read 
it  by  paragrai^s,  and  ctHument  upon  it,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  7b  IheJIEnutero/  Foreign  RfhHeiu  i 

"TheandairisnMl,  a  Ibm  fiiand  to  the  mdalM  of 
tta  FMBch  BOTolation,aBd  wan  known  w  Meh^  hb 


own  country,  the  United  Staterof  Amcnea,  b^  leave, 
Citiien  Mimster,  to  ezpo«0  to  you  in  wriUng,  what  he 
cannot  with  bdlitf  ao  by  convenaUon,  the  mottvM 
which  have  induced  him  to  quit  his  home  and  visit  tiiis 
country  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  when  the  p^tksl 
relations  of  France  and  Ammoaate  so  near  expenenc* 
ing  a  total  diseotation." 

Thus  we  see  that,  this  person  professes,  in  the 
outset,  to  treet  generally  of  the  matters  in  dispnte 
between  the  two  countries,  and  declares  this  to 
have  been  the  object  of  his  journey : 

"  Without  any  official  duracter,  and  wh(^  nnan* 
thoriied  from  any  quarter,  but  knowing  it  to  be  hii 
right,  and  believing  it  to  be  his  dntf,  he  eomes  as  aa 
divi^ial  dtiscn  to  ofier  you  his  opinion  on  dw  best  meaaa 
<tf  restonng  hanDony  and  a  good  underataading  b^ 
tweeo  the  Goveniments  of  the  two  Bepublica^  vaU,  al 
the  same  time,  to  support  his  own  o|»nion  with  what 
be  knows  to  be  that  of  all  the  prinapal  diaia«ten  in 
America,  &med  for  their  aacred  love  liberty  in  gene* 
ral,  and  attachment  for  youi  cause  in'particalar.  Tbew 
hearta  are  overcome  with  sorrow  when  thqr  reflect  that 
M  great  a  number  of  American  patriotB,  who  have 
fought  and  conquered  aide  by  nde  with  FreQcbaten, 
and  whose  blood  has  flowed  in  the  same  trenches,  are 
now  finced  to  gird  on  their  swoids  and  combat  whom  f 
those  same  generous  Frenchmen." 

It  is  observable  in  this  paragraph  that,  although 
he  Rffects,  for  form's  sake,  I  presume,  to  declare 
that  he  is  authorized  by  nobody,  but  comes  merely 
on  his  own  footing,  he  yet  immediately  b^iu  to 
speak  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  a  political 
party  in  this  country,  whose  opinions  he  declares 
to  be  the  same  with  his  own,  and  whom  he  de- 
scribes by  calling  them  "all  the  pincipal  charac- 
ters in  America,  famed  for  their  sacred  love  of 
liberty  in  general,  and  their  attachment  for  the 
■French  cause  in  particular."  We  all  know  what 
this  Jargon  means,  when  translated  into  plain 
English: 

We  all  know  that  it  means,  in  the  new  lan- 
guage of  party,  that  description  of  persons  in  this 
country  who  nave  uniformly  opp<Med  aU  the 
measures  adopted  onder  this  Government,  and 
especially  those  which  relate  to  France;  a  de- 
scription of  persons  whom  we  know  that  France 
has  considered,  aod  does  consider,  as  a  party  de- 
voted to  her  will  and  directed  by  her  influence. 
She  has  told  us  that  she  relies  on  this  party,  for 
keeping  the  Government  in  shackles,  and  render- 
ing it  wholly  unable  to  resist  ber  aggreasions ;  and 
that  on  this  reliance  ha  haughty  and  rapacioua 
conduct  toward  this  country  has  been  founded. 
In  all  these  opinions  this  Envoy  takes  care  to  con- 
firm the  Freucb  Government.  In  the  name  ef 
this  description  of  persons  be  undertakes  to  speak. 
Their  opinions,  he  assures  her,  are  entirely  con- 
formable with  nis  own. 

Thus  we  see  that,  while  France  professes  to 
have  proceeded,  in  all  her  injurious  conduct  to- 
ward this  conntry,  on  the  reliance  which  she 
placed  upon  the  aid  ctf  a  party  amcns  ul  a  direct 
and  formal  negottatiMi  ia  opened  with  her  (3ot- 
ernmrat  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  thai 
party.  What  effect  thia  most  {uodiioe  on  the 
general  interesu  of  the  country,  on  the  safety  aad 
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MiiMiritr  of  the  CtoveroauBt,  I  l«aTe  ererr  one 
to  judge. 

Am  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  eorreet  a 
■Mttike  in  nutter  of  Act  into  which  the  gentle- 
■nn  from  Viifinia  {Mr.  Niobolas)  Ml  od  a  for- 
nwr  oeeasioB.  He  deelaredd  that  the  existence  of 
a  party  here  on  whose  aid  France  relied  had 
nerer  been  mentioned  by  any  person  connected 
with  the  Freocb  Goreroment ;  the  assertions  on 
that  subject  baring  been  made  by  one  Mr.  X,  who 
nerer  jveteoded  to  any  authority  from  that  Oot- 
emment.  That  gentleman  will  find,  by  recurring 
to  the  printed  correspCNiiiJence,  that  the  assertions 
ospecting  the  existence  of  a  French  party  in  thia 
cooauy,  and  the  leliaoce  placed  oa  its  aid  by  the 
French  Qorerumeiit.  were  made  not  by  Mr.  X, 
bat  by  Mr.  Y;  and  thai  Mr.  X,  aad  Mr.  Y,  are 
two  rery  different  persons.  Mr.  Y  was  the  real 
Mgotintor,  and  the  agent  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment. He  has  since  appeared  to  be  a  gentleman 

the  name  of  BeUamyj  and  being  piqued  at  the 
insinoaUons  which  represented  him  as  a  mere 
swindler,  who  wished  to  get  money  for  himself, 
be  has  published  a  letter  luder  his  real  name  in 
the  Paris  newspapers,  wherein  he  expressly  de- 
clares that  he  neither  spoke  or  wrote  one  word  in 
the  negotiation  with  our  Commissioners  without 
the  express  direction  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Aibirs. 

The  Knroy  baring  confirmed  France  in  her 
opinion  as  to  the  existence  and  strength  of  her 
{mrty  here,  goes  on  to  ioform  her  who  are  her  ene- 
mies in  this  country. 

"  Bj  what  &taity,  Citjsen  Minister,  has  this  unfoi- 
tanate  quferrel  been  sufined  to  arrive  at  the  present 
ems  !  Why  are  the  eQemies  of  France  and  America 
to  be  so  hi^y  gratified  V 

Here  we  see  that  the  enemies  of  France  in  this 
country  are  also  the  enemies  of  America;  and 
they  are  gratified,  it  seems,  by  the  quarrel.  From 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  paper  it  is  manifest  that 
by  the  enemies  of  France  are  meant  those  |>ersonB 
in  this  country  who  hare  supported  their  own 
Ooremment  and  thought  that  the  aggressions  of 
France  o^^hl  to  be  resisted.  These,  France  is 
iafonned,  are  also  enemies  to  America ;  while,  on 
-  the  other  band,  all  the  real  lorers  of  liberty  and 
friends  of  their  country  are  also  friends  of  France. 
Let  erery  one  judge  how  much  this  must  tend  to 
confirm  her  in  the  opinion  she  holds  respecting 
the  existence,  the  strength,  and  the  attachment  of 
her  party  in  this  country. 

**  France  wiR  no  doubt  answer,  America  wm  origi* 
aaUy  in  the  wrong,  snd  gires  as  no  explanation ;  At 
QownuBeat  of  the  United  States  will  deny  Uiia,  and 
oflsr  its  own  eomptaints.  But,  unhappily,  the  danger 
of  a  rapture  is  now  become  too  imminent  to  permit 
naisBmatfanu  m  the  one  part  or  the  other.  Is  peace 
dami  hy  Franee  ?  The  fKeads  <rf'  liber^  in  America 
have  em  been  ready  and  willing  to  admit  of  it." 

In  this  paragraph^  the  system  is  still  further  de- 
rcloped,  and  the  news  of  the  mission  begin  to 
disclose  thenuelres.  '*  The  friends  of  liberty  in 
America,"  France  is  told,  "  hare  erer  bseu  ready 
tfld  willing  to  admit  that  she  is  deiiroui  of  peace." 


[H.orR. 

I Therefore,  those  who  are  not  ready  and  willing  to 
admit  this^  are  not  friends  of  liberty.  Therdora, 
the  American  Gtoremment,  including  the  Elxeeu- 
tire  and  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  are  not 
friends  of  liberty ;  for  they  have  denied  that 
France  was  desirous  of  peace,  and  hare  contend* 
edj  on  the  contrary^  that  oothing[  less  than  sub* 
minion  would  satisfy  -her.  This  has  been  the 
main  position  of  the  American  Government,  the 
ground-work  of  its  whole  system,  of  all  its  late 
measures ;  and  the  ardor  wherewith  these  meas- 
ures have  been  seconded  by  the  people  has  arisen 
from  a  conriction  of  this  truth.  But  here  France 
is  told  iK>t  to  be  alarmed  by  these  appearances } 
for,  that  all  the  "  friends  of  libmy"  in  America, 
that  is,  in  other  words,  the  whole  party  whom  she 
considers  and  reitea  on  as  her  party,  ate  ttiU  readf 
and  willing  to  belter^  contrary  to  ali  theerideBea 
of  facts,  and  all  the  declarations  of  their  own 
Ooremment,  that  she  is  desirous  of  peace.  CooU 
she  hare  stroikger  eocouiagement  to  proceed  thaft 
thus  to  be  told,  by  a  person  who  sp«iks,  whether 
with  or  without  authority,  in  the  name  of  a  party, 
and  supports  his  opioion  by  theirs,  that^  do  what 
she  wilt,  there  is  a  numerous  and  powerful  descrip' 
tion  of  persons  in  this  country  ready  to  adiut  their 
eyes  to  her  conduct,  distrust  and  dinbeliere  our 
own  Ooremment,  and  place  an  implicit  reliance 
on  all  her  insidious  professions  t  What  stronger 
inducement  could  she  hare  to  believe  that  even 
were  she  to  iorade  the  country,  she  might  insure 
the  assistance  of  all  the  "  friends  of  uberty  in 
Ammca,"  by  publishing  a  manifesto  to  declare, 
as  her  General  did  when  he  was  advancing  into  * 
Switzerland,  that  she  meant  not  to  attack  the 
country,  but  only  to  release  it  from  oppression,  to 
suppress  the  "aristocracy,"  and  place  the  Got- 
ernment  in  the  hands  of  the  ''true  patriots,"  the 
"  friends  of  liberty  in  America  T' 

**  When  we  hare  seat  tiie  ntmiennis  duredatioae 
made  on  our  conunerca,  paitknlariy  in  the  West  Indies, 
some  by  cruisers  without  commisncms,  othen  W  eoai'- 
misffloned  eniisers,  but  condemned  on  the  most  frivoloas 
pretenaionfl,  we  have,  with  pleasure,  sought  a  pretext 
ID  malconduct  of  the  agents  of  Government,  and  not 
carried  our  indtgnatioo  to  the  Govenunent  itself:  the 
late  andt  ot  the  Directory  has  proved  that  we  are 
rigta." 

Here  France  receires  anothnr  most  encouraging 
piece  of  information.  That  "  we,"  meaning  the 
Envoy  and  those  in  whose  namfs  he  speaks,  in 
other  words, aU  the  friends  of  Uberty  in  Ameri- 
ca," are  not  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Gorernment  itself,  with  her  hostile  de- 
crees against  our  commerce,  which  are  the  grounds 
of  our  complaints,  bat  merely  with  the  irr^ulari- 
ties  committed  under  those  decrees,  by  some  of  her 
agents  and  prirateers.  Hence,  she  is  enabled  to 
conclude,  that  she  may  insure  the  countenance 
and  support  of  this  party,  of  "  all  the  friends  of 
liberty  m  America,"  without  receding  in  the  least 
from  the  sut»tance  and  essential  parts  of  her  ag- 
gressive system,  prorided  she  will  do  something 
to  sare  appearances,  will  restrain  some  irregular- 
ities of  her  agents,  and  pass  some  unmeaning  ar- 
rftt  about  the  conduct  of  ha  prirateera.  IT  sihe 
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will  do  thii^,  sbe  in  sabstance,  informed,  that 
she  may  contiQue  to  enforce  her  decrees,  against 
which  theiDselres,  and  not  against  the  abuses  com- 
mitted under  them,  we  have  armed,  and  may  rely 
on  the  aid  of  the  "  friends  of  liberty,"  to  render  our 
efforts  ineffectual.  It  is  easily  seen  how  much 
tbia,  while  it  teaches  her  the  proper  course  to  be 
followed,  most  encourage  her  to  perseTere. 

**  We  hsTe  seen,  with  the  most  lively  r^ret,  the  non- 
sveeess  (tf  the  negotistioiu  at  Paria;  we  neither  blame 
one  Government  nor  the  other,  that  these  have  not 
been  brought  to  a  happy  inne ;  we  prefer  directing  all 
our  effinrte  to  revive  the  expiring  fiams  of  friendship 
and  good  will,  that  ought  not,  for  a  moment,  to  have 
been  disminidied,  and  to  baffle  the  infkmooa  intr^;iies  of 
the  aneDUBs  of  France  and  America,  who,  in  no  way, 
ean  be  so  mndi  gratified,  as  1^  bringing  dia  two  Be- 
psUies  to  an  opm  n^toie." 

Thus,  it  aeems  that "  we,"  meaning  still  the  En- 
Toy  and  his  party,  "all  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
America,'*  are  not  disposed  to  blame  France  for 
the  rupture  of  the  negotiatloD,  and  take  care  to 
tell  her  so.  This  is  saying  to  her,  in  effect,  "  iiot- 
wiihstanding  what  the  American  Government,  and 
its  supporters  here,  said  about  your  conduct  in  the 
late  negotiation,  he  not  discouragedjfor  the 'friends 
of  liberty'  in  America  do  not  believe  them.  They 
believe  you  in  opposition  to  their  own  Government, 
and  acquit  you  of  all  blame  in  this  affair ;  and  they 
will  take  care  to  counteract  the  infamom  inirigue» 
of  these  enemies  of  France  and  America.''  Let  us 
recollect  who  are  meant  by  "  the  enemies  of  France 
aiicl  America,"  in  the  language  of  this  paper,  and 
we  shall  find,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these  **  infamous 
intrigues"  mean  the  efforts  employed  to  rouse 
this  country  to  resistance,  and  place  it  in  a  state 
1^ defence.  Theseefforts  France  is  taught  tocoa- 
ndet  as  'Mofamous  intrigues,"  set  on  loot  by  the 
enemies  of  America:  which  "all  the  friends  of 
liberty"  will  not  fall  to  resist,  and.  if  possible,  to 
render  ineffectual.  It  is  obvious  wnat  encourage- 
ment in  her  enterprises  she  must  derive  from  this 
assurance. 

"  The  advantage  ofspeaking  the  same  langoage,  gives 
the  enemies  of  Franee  an  Qpportuni^  ofknowing  well 
the  American  people ;  they  know  that  the  purest  I^pab- 
licaa  prindples  govern  the  masa  of  them ;  that  their  m&g- 
istratss  once  chosen,  are  the  organs  of  the  people  duNng 
the  tfane  for  which  they  are  diosen,  notwithstanding 
thor  odmfaiistiatUHi  may  be  attended  vrith  anon  and 
even  fimUs.  If  thwreibre  they  can  prav(dte  the  rapture 
they  so  ardently  widi  fcr,  they  are  sure  that  every  Amer- 
ican will  rally  roond  the  standard  of  Government ;  and  a 
Government  so  supported  will  be  a  most  useful  ally  to 
thwn. 

**!  vri^  Uitisea  Minister,  (and  here  I  know  that  I 
convoy  the  vriehes  of  all  who  deprecate  a  separatioa  from 
Fiance,  and  particularly,  that  great  friend  to  hberty, 
so  well  known  in  this  country.) 

[In  this  place,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  name  of  a  dis- 
tinguished personage  in  this  country  was  men- 
tioned, which  he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty 
to  repeat.] 

"  To  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Government,  the 
trutil  contained  in  the  fiaegtring  paragraidi,  itisessenti-' 
al  that  theyahonkl  feel  and  be  wall  emvinced  of  it,  in 
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order  that  thsy  may  be  on  their  gnaid  against  inliig€mi» 
who  wiU  not  fail  to  engage  them  to  count,  in  ease  of  * 
rapture,  on  a  powerful  party  in  America  to  assist  the 
■  of  France,  and  even  to  aid  in  case  of  an  invasion* 
contrary,  be  assured  Citifen  Minister,  will  be  the 
efiect ;  the  very  idea  strikes  all  trae  Americans  with  hor> 
ror;  they  are  ardently  desirous  of  an  accommodation 
with  Fnuice ;  but  deMioua  as  th^  are  (rf  an  aoemnmo- 
dation,  they  would  be  no  lass  rsa^  to  support  then  Gov* 
ernment  in  war,  and  particularly  in  oppoong  with  en- 
ergy all  fbr«gn  invanon.  This  truth  admittedT  Franca 
has  to  consider  which  is  most  for  her  own  interest,  to 
make  an  enemy  of  United  Anwitca  and  to  throw  her 
thus  into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  or  by  a  graat  and 
msgnanimons  conduct  to  draw  back  those  wandering 
afiections,  which  intrigue  and  misunderstanding  have 
estranged  for  a  moment,  and  leave  tht  true  American 
diaiaeterto  blase  forth  in  die  a^^iroaching  eleotionB.'* 

This  paragraph,  more  fully  than  any  other,  dis- 
closes the  cloven  foot  of  the  missiou.  France  is 
assured  that,  should  she  persist  too  openly  in  her  , 
pleas,  should  she  continue  her  outrageous  and  in- 
sultiuK  behaviour,  should  she  openly  attack  or  in- 
vade the  country,  sbe  will  unite  all  parties  against 
her,  and  ruin  her  own  cause.  That  she  must, 
therefore,  temporize,  take  off  a  little,  or,  to  use  a 
seaman's  phrase,  shorten  sail  for  a  while.  For 
what  is  she  to  do  this?  Listen  to  the  Envoy.  She 
is  to  do  it  in  order  to  "  bring  back  the  wanderiug 
affections  of  the  country ;  and  make  the  trae 
American  character  blaze  forth  in  the  approach- 
ing elections."  In  plain  English,  to  strengthen 
her  party,  which  her  late  violent  conduct  had  ren- 
dered unpopular,  and  give  them  a  preponderance 
in  the  next  elections.  Thus,  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment in  instructed,  by  the  envoy  of  a  domestic 
faction,  or  a  person  who  lakes  on  himself  to  speak 
and  act  as  such,  in  the  proper  method  of  aiming  a 
successful  stab  at  the  vitals  of  our  Constitution, 
by  influencing  our  elections,  and  from  the  assar- 
aneea  contained  in  the  former  part  of  the  memo- 
rial about  theviewsuid  opinions  of  this  party,  who 
are  thus  to  be  rendered  iriutuphant  in  the  elec- 
tions, she  is  left  at  full  liberty  to  conclude  that,  if 
by  some  trifling  and  insidious  concessions,  she 
can  accomplish  this  point,  she  will  have  oothiug 
to  fear  after  *'  the  true  American  character  shw 
have  been  made,  by  her  means,  to  blaze  forth  in 
the  elections."  In  other  wurds,  after  this  party,  on 
whom  she  relies,  shall  have  obtained  a  prepon- 
derance in  the  popular  braDch  of  the  Govern- 
meoi. 

"  France  has  now,  Citixea  Minister,  an  opportunity 
of  gaining,  or  losing,  the  affections  of  the  Americana 
forever ;  she  has  lat^y  shown  an  unequivocal  desire  of 
preserving  peace  with  her ;  but  she  has  not  yet  done 
enough  Arner  own  interest  What  she  has  oona  aim 
have  but  little  efiect,  while  the  embargo  exists  and  Amttt 
can  seamen  are  confined  in  prison ;  let  them  be  releaasd» 
the  embatfo  raised  as  soon  as  posrible,  and  a  MinistOT 
sent  to  America  with  hberal  instractions ;  the  dispute 
will  then  be  immediately  restored ;  you  will  rejoice  the 
hearts  of  all  true  Americana;  their  children  will  lisp 
your  pratseR,  and  their  fathcra  will  inspire  their  young 
minds  with  love  and  afiection  for  their  ancient  deliv* 
eren. 

*'  I  know  Uut  the  measure  of  sanding  a  Minister  im« 
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■Mdutely  to  PhiladelptuB,  may  be  considered  u  an  act 
ofoondeaieefuion.  Bat  tliere  are  caaea.  Citizen  Mioivter, 
irikan condeaeenakm is mBgnanimit)'.  Tbeolgectuto 
•bike  dead  atone  atririce  the  intarigueaof  theenemieaof 
FnuMS,  both  in  England  and  America. 

"  That  Gorenunent,  batvraen  the  two  Repabliea,  whidi 
diaU  take  tbe  fint  and  most  irreaiatibte  step  towards 
this  gzeat  object,  will  acqaire  the  highest  honor. 
Thon^,  as  an  American,  I  might  wish  that  this  honor 
might  belong  to  my  Government,  yet,  as  a  philoaopher, 
I  am  only  desirous  that  the  good  should  be  done,  with- 
out bssng  uoiona  who  shall  be  the  author  of  iL 

"Permit  me  to  doae,  with  another  obserraUon.  If 
the  bat  prmomtion  be  inadmissible,  let  a  neutral  city, 
SQch  as  the  Hague,  be  pointed  oat  the  Directory  as 
the  place  of  meeting,  and  let  an  official  declaration  to 
diia  efibet  be  made  tturough  Mr.  Skipwith,  the  only  au- 
tfaoriied  person  we  have  in  this  place. 

"  I  beg,  Citizen  Minister,  that  you  will  not  forget 
that  there  is  not  a  moment  to  be  lost.  Congress  is  to 
aasemble  again  in  about  two  or  duee  months  from  this 
tfane,aiid  I  dread  the  efleela  of  Uw  despair  to  whidi  tbe 
Amoieau  pawla  may  be  driven  firom  tiie  cruel  state  of 
mmgmm  whidi  brou^t  me  to  tiiia  oountiy." 

In  tbeae  paragraphs,  the  iegne  of  apparent  con- 
eession  Deeessary,  on  the  part  of  Fraoee,  io  order 
to  regain  her  influence,  and  render  her  party  tri- 
nnuiunt  in  the  elections,  b  expressly  pointed  out; 
and  we  see  that  it  extends  to  not  one  of  the  great 
subjects  of  complaint  which  hare  induced  this 
coantry  to  resort  to  force  for  the  protection  of  its 
violated  rights.  The  raising  of  an  embargo,  which 
may  be  laid  on  again  as  sood  as  tlie  purpose  is  an- 
swered ;  the  release  of  a  few  seamen,  who  may  be  de- 
tained under  various  pretexts;  a  negotiation  which 
may  be  spun  out  at  pleasure ;  while,  under  the  hos- 
tile decrees  of  France,  our  commerce,  unprotect- 
ed, may  be  a!»ailed  in  all  parts  of  the  world — such 
are  the  anodynes  whereby  this  country  is  to  be 
lolled  into  a  fatal  security,  while  French  influ- 
enetf  is  to  operate  on  our  elections,  a  French  party 
is  to  be  laiaed  up  and  increased^  and  those  plans 
which  have  hitherto,  in  tbe  insolent  intoxication 
of  success,  been  tooopenlyand  prematurely  push- 
ed, are  to  be  cautiously  ripened  for  more  well- 
timed  and  efiectual  accomplishment. 

In  abort,  France  is  informed,  in  this  memorial, 
<rf  the  false  step  she  baa  taken,  of  the  ill  effect 
which  it  has  produced,  and  of  the  manner  where- 
in it  may  be  retrieved ;  while,  on  the  other  band, 
she  is  assured  of  the  attachment  of  her  ^rty,  and 
taught  to  hope  ererythinff  from  their  efforts,  pro- 
vided she  will  not  herself  render  them  ineffectual 
by  tbe  too  great  violence  of  her  conduct. 

This  paper,  therefore,  Mr.  Speaker,  proves  in  the 
first  place  the  actnal  existence  of  sucn  interference 
by  a  puiyj  or  person  speaking  in  the  name  of  a 
party,  as  toe  but  now  under  consideration  is  inten- 
ded to  pceventj  and  secondly,  shows  to  what  insid- 
ions  and  destruetire  purposes  this  interference, 
were  Government  weak  eooogh  to  permit  it,  might 
be  employed.  Shall  we  not  then  cheek  tbi^  dao- 
ga>oiis  evU  by  passing  the  bill  1 

As  to  myself,  I  have  been  charged  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  on  others,  with  intending  to  excite  alarm. 
I  shall  not  at  present  notice  this  charge  particular- 
ly, beeaoae  menever  I  bare  formerly  tnonght  fit 
5th  CoH.— 84 


2626 
[H.  opR. 


to  answer.  I  have  answered  by  confessing.  Shall 
I  be  asked  why  I  wish  to  create  alarm?  Ask  the 
sentinel,  who  sees  the  enemy  approach  under  the 
cover  of  night,  why  he  creates  an  alarm.  I  see, 
or  think  I  see,  for  I  l^y  no  claim  to  iniallibility, 
uid  may  perhaps  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  I  see 
the  enemy  attempting,  by  secret  marches  and  am- 
buscade, to  mak'3  a  IcMgmeot  in  our  works,  or  talre 
our  camp  by  snrprise ;  and  believing  this,  my 
most  sacred  duty  to  those  who  hare  placed  me 
here  to  watch  for  their  safety,  commands  me  to 

fire  the  alarm ;  and  from  the  performance  of  this 
uty  I  shall  never  be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  fall- 
ing under  the  censure  of  gentlemen^  who,  seeing 
no  danger  themselves,  are  offended  if  an  alarm  is 
sounded  by  those  who  do  see  it. 


Friday,  January  11. 

The  Speaker  informed  tbe  House  that  the  un- 
finished business  first  in  order,  was  a  bill  on  its 
third  reading  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
therein  named. 

Mr.  Bayabd  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  till  Monday,  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  the  bankrupt  bill,  which  he  thought  it  of 
importance  to  pass  immediately.  He  wished  it 
for  another  reason.  He  had  been  Instructed  that 
the  Senate  had  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  the  impeach- 
ment of  William  Blount,  and  it  was  probable  the 
managers  might  be  called  to  the  bar  oi  the  Senate 
to  receive  judgment  io  the  course  of  the  sitting, 
and  if  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  was  proceeded  with,  U  might  oeco-^ 
py  a  considerable  time,  and  the  managers  could 
not  with  propriety  attend  the  Semite  whilst  the 
debate  was  going  on. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  that  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  baukrupt  bill  could  be  sooner  got  through 
than  the  business  first  io  order,  and  the  managera 
would  be  as  little  inclined  to  leave  the  debate  on 
that  as  the  other  bill.  It  could  not  be  supposed 
that  a  law  of  such  magnitude  as  the  bankrupt  law^ 
could  be  passed  over  without  a  discussion  of  ita 
principle;  and  as  oo  gentleman  had  come  to  the 
House  with  any  idea  of  this  business  being  taken 
up  to-day,  and  of  course  are  unprepared  to  deliver 
their  sentiments  upon  it,  he  hoped  the  tmfinishcd 
busiaess  would  be  proce4ded  with. 

The  question  lor  postponement  was  put,  and 
negatired — 41  to  40. 

USURPATION  OP  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORTTT. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes, 
therein  named,  being  then  read — 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  now  considered  the  bill  as 
baring  taken  its  definite  shape  and  extent^  in  which 
it  was  to  pass  into  a  law  or  not,  as  the  judgment 
of  the  House  should  direct.  For  his  own  part,  he 
must  say  that  his  judgment  was  that  it  was  not  best 
for  it  to  pass  into  a  law.  As  the  words  of  the  bill 
now  stOOT,  be  considered  them  as  clearly  including 
the  cases  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Smith)  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Oallatih)— persons  who  sought 
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the  release  of  captured  seamen,  or  of  sequestered 
properly,  or  the  payment  ol  debts  from  sucn  foreien 
nauoDs;  or  attempted  the  explanations  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  embargo,  as  tbey  had  meotioned,  must  come 
under  tbe  penul  operation  of  this  law.  As  the  act 
now  reads,  it  is, "  iiaoy  person  shall  directly,or  indi- 
rectly, commence  or  carry  on  any  verbal  or  written 
correspondence  or  intercourse  with  any  foreign 
(jtOTernment.  or  any  officer  or  agent  thereof,  with 
intent  to  iDfluence  tbe  measures  or  conduct  of  the 
Government,  inrelation  to  any  disputes  or  coniro- 
yerstes  with  the  United  States."  The  words  "in 
relation  to,"  seemed  to  be  considered  by  some  gen- 
demen,  in  their  remarks,  as  following  tbe  word 
I*  correspondence,"  and  as  designed  to  limit  and 
Qualify  that  part  of  the  senteoce ;  but  the  fact  is 
they  are  in  the  other  member  of  the  sentence — 
'^with  intent  to  influence  tbe  measures  or  conduct 
(MT  such  Qovernment,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or 
controrersies;"  the  words  as  they  stood  seemed  to 
have  a  stride  and  compass  peculiarly  extensive; 
haring  any  distant  relation  to  any  such  disputes 
and  controversies:  certainly  the  cases  before  stated 
must  have  some  distant  relation  to  such  disputes 
and  eontroyersies,  and  must  be  punishable  by  the 
law. 

He  also  considered  it  as  clearly  prohibiting  tbe 
cases  which  he  bad  meationed,  when  the  motion 
for  introducing  this  bill  was  first  made,  viz:  persons 
who  from  religious  impressions,  or  any  other  cause, 
undertook  to  be  peace-makers.  It  was  well  known 
that  there  was  a  very  respectable  religious  society, 
who  made  it  matter  of  conscience  not  to  take  part 
in  war,  bat  who  were  unwearied  in  their  exertions 
to  ayert  and  prevent  it ;  there  was  reason  to  believe 
they  had  many  times  produced  favorable  effects. 
The  management  of  afiairs  with  the  Indians  had 
not  been  specially  given  to  this  Qovemmeot,  but 
had  been  taken  up  under  their  power  to  hold  trea- 
ties with  foreign  nations.  The  Moravians  and 
some  other  religious  societies,  to  whom  he  had  be- 
fore alluded,  were  much  in  thehabitof  having  inter- 
course with  them,  to  prevent  their  depredations  and 
keep  them  at  peace.  Their  vicinity  to  some  of 
the  tribes,  and  the  influence  which  they  have  ac- 

a aired,  often  renders  them  exceedingly  useful.  He 
lought,  as  the  expressions  now  stood,  all  these 
eases  would  be  exposed  to  the  punishments  of  tbe 
kw. 

He  also  now  coasidered.it  as  settled,  in  this  stage 
of  the  business,  that  there  was  no  special  call  to 
legislate  on  this  subject  from  anything  that  could 
be  made  to  appear  res[>ecting  the  gentleman  who 
had  lately  gone  to  France  to  endeavor  to  bring 
about  a  reconcilation  between  tbe  two  countries, 
which  had  been  alluded  to  by  some,  aod  urged  by 
others,  as  the  principal  occasion  of  this  law.  The 


motion  whicfi  had' been  first  committed  on  this 
subject  was,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing such  a  law  at  this  time.  It  was  no  doubt  the 
duty  of  the  committee  not  to  overlook  the  subject, 
which  had  been  urged  as  the  principal  ground  of 
the  expediency.  Having  been  one  of  tbe  commit- 
tee, he  knew  they  did  not  overlook  it;  be  had  him- 
self specially  urged  the  necessity  of  it  in  the  com- 
mittee; he  aad  also  felt  it  his  duty,  as  one  of 


them,  to  make  all  the  mquiry  in  his  power ;  he  be- 
lieved DOthiog  had  presented  itself  to  them  which 
they  could  make  the  eround  of  a  special  report. 
The  committee,  in  asking  leave  to  report  in  the 
first  instance  by  the  bill,  fully  convey  tlieir  opin- 
ion that  it  rests  on  the  principles  of  general  expe- 
diency, and  not  on  any  particular  case. 

As  tb«re  were  those  objections  to  passing  the 
law,  and  nothing  special  to  demand  it,  he  thoagbt 
it  must  be  owned  at  least  to  be  a  very  doubtful 
measure.  He  was  apprehensive  it  rose  from  the 
impulse  of  the  preaent  time,  and  not  from  the  real 
nature  of  tbe  subject.  He  was  led  to  make  this 
remarl^  because  such  laws  had  never  been  found 
necessary  in  other  countriesj  as  far  as  he  knew, 
yet  they  have  political  parties,  and  are  equally 
exposed  to  b'ave  their  measures  counteracted  by 
individuals.  Neither  had  it  been  found  necessary 
heretofore  in  this  country ;  in  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, it  was  singularly  exposed  to  such  interrup- 
tion, but  never  resorted  to  these  penalties. 

Passing  general  laws  imder  the  influeoieeofpat' 
ticular  occasions,  he  thought  generally  tbe  infirm- 
ity of  all  Governments;  perhaps  there  was  not  a 
code  of  any  civil  society  where  cool  reflection 
had  not  fouod  occasions  to  regret  such  errors. 

He  begged  leave,  then,  to  attend  to  tbe  necessity 
urged  on  tliis  occasion ;  that,  unless  this  law  passei, 
an  individual  can  usurp  the  Executive  authority, 
go  as  an  Ambassador  to  a  foreign  country,  ana 
defeat  all  the  measures  of  the  Goyernmeot.  It 
wUI  be  remembered,  said  he,  that  if  there  is  mote 
than  one  concerned,  it  will  come  under  as  heavy 
penalties  by  the  first  section  of  a  former  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes.  This  necessity, 
ur^ed  in  this  case,  is  to  be  considered  as  confioed 
to  individuals  who  may  undertake  such  eoterpriies 
without  any  combioatioo  or  concert  with  any  other 
peESon ;  if  it  is  possible  to  irace  out  any  coooeiioa 
with  a  party,  or  with  any  other  individual,  it  is 
already  made  as  penal  an  it  is  now  proposed  to 
make  it.  Is  it  possible,  he  asked,  that  an  individoal 
without  any  sucb  connexion,  without  any  testimo- 
nial of  his  acting  for.  or  respecting  any  other  but 
himself,  should  be  able  tO'  usurp  the  character  of 
an  Ambassador,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  Emcu- 
tive  power?  Would  it  be  possible  for  an  individuil 
arriving  her&  to  take  upon  himself  the  character  of 
Ambasador  from  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  or  any 
foreign  Court,  when,  on  inq  iiry,  he  appeared  to  H 
clothed  with  no  authority,  and  had  no  evidence 
of  his  being  empowered  to  act  for  others?  It  has 
absurdity  in  the  face  of  it;  an  individual  might  at 
well  usurp  the  Le^slative  or  Judicial  powers,  but 
who  would  acknowledge  or  obey  him  as  a  legisla- 
tor or  as  a  court  ?  He  did  not  see  tbe  necessi^ 
for  the  bill,  on  that  ground,  so  urgent  as  it  appeared 
to  some  gentlemen. 

But,  said  Mr.  the  necessity  for  this  Uw« 
urged  by  many,  principally  from  the  present  tioie 
and  the  political  circumstances  of  the  country; 
that  (here  is  a  French  faction  in  this  country,  * 

awbomtheycallJacobins,who,asthey  aay,art 
)se  union  with  the  Jacobin  Republic,  and  who 
wish  to  make  this  country  a  province  of  France. 
What  tbey  call  the  Jacobin  RepubUc,  appears  to 
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have  beeo  verf  difierent  in  di^ent  stages.  Which 
of  the  political  parties  in  this  couatrjr  bears  the 
soroDgesi  resemblance  to  that  body  in  their  sys- 
tem, or  in  their  manner  of  accomfduhine  theii 
measures,  which  teems  most  to  make  use  of  them 
as  tbeir  model,  he  diould  teare  others  to  determine. 
Thoudb  there  was  no  place  in  this  country  called 
the  hall  of  Jaeobios,  yet  he  had  heard  of  a  hall  of 
eaueut,  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Gorern- 
■Mtttutthe  presenttimegbadDeenT^muehaplaee 
of  political  intrigoe  and  nocturnal  cabal;  where 
a  certain  party,  with  whom  he  bad  generally  disa- 
peed  on  political  subjects,  had  coocertea  their 
measores  and  enforced  very  disciplined  obedience 
M  their  followers;  for  himself  be  had  not  been  in 
the  habit  of  ininsaeting  the  business,  of  the  public 
is  that  way;  he  beliered  he  might  say  the  same 
of  those  with  whom  be  had  generally  acted. 

As  to  their  insiauations  that  this  French  faction 
wu  formed  into  a  party  by  a  foreigner  who  arrired 
here  aereral  yean  ago,  by  the  mloenee  of  moaey 
— that  ihe^  are  leagued  with  United  Irishmen, 
and  societies  of  free  masons  in  this  and  in  other 
oonmries,forthedeatruetioDof  all  social  relations, 
<^  all  prirate  property,  q£  all  religion,  and  of  all 
goremment,  and  that  so  great  a  proportion  of 
this  House,  and  two-thirds  of  the  last,  are  invol- 
Ted  in  ibe  charge,  it  appeared  so  entirely  the  crea- 
Cue  of  passions  and  imagiaattoD,  or  soidething 
worse,  that  with  all  bis  respect  for  the  individuals 
who  had  made  the  insinuations,  he  could  not  per- 
suade himself  to  give  them  a  serious  answer.  He 
beliered  the  gentlemen  erred  in  confining  their 
views  of  the  existence  of  political  party  in  this 
country  to  so  short  a  period.  It  rai^ht  probably 
artac  from  tbeir  not  having  had  opportunity  to  be 
ao  putienlarly  acqnaiated  with  tne  afiairs  of  this 
eoutry  befixe  that  time.  These  remarks  had 
haan  principaltv  confined  to  the  last  and  the  pren- 
Mt  eeanon,  and  to  those  who  were  among  the  last 
who  had  taken  their  seats  in  the  councils  of  the 
United  States.  For  his  own  part,  be  did  not  coo- 
aider  it  as  at  all  the  just  view  of  me  political  par- 
ties which  exist  In  this  eountry.  His  situation 
had  obliged  him  to  view  the  subject  in  a  very  dif- 
fcKOt  extent.  This  country  bad  but  lately  gone 
through  a  great  Rerolution;  in  all  nations  and 
coontries  woere  a  rert^ution  has  taken  place,  it 
generally  afieets  the  whole  age  in  which  it  has 
nappencd,  and  of^eo  much  more.  They  who  un- 
dertake to  judge  of  characters  and  erents,  must 
jadge  of  them  as  standing  ia  relation  to  those 
ereots  and  as  to  be  explained  on  principles  in 
aane  measure  peculiar  to  themselTes,  or  tiuf  will 
be  led  into  error. 

la  the  long  atrngglea  between  the  houses  of 
York  mad  Lancaster  in  Bngland.  or  the  expul- 
nom  of  the  Stuarts  and  the  estaUiahment  of  the 
biMue  of  HanoTer  npon  the  throne,  the  ermts  of 
those  times  are  to  be  judged  of  principally  by  an 
iMiroate  knowledge  of  uose  transactums.  He 
beliered  the  ereots  of  oar  times  had  not  yet  got 
beyond  the  reach  and  influence  of  causes  peeufiar 
to  that  rerolotaon ;  probably  they  who  came  aAer 
OS  aaay  disoorer  relations  in  character  and  ereots, 
which  form  the  real  piettm  of  aatnrc  and  of  life. 


[H.opR. 


and  which  are  orerlooked  by  man  at  the  present 

time. 

Mr.  B.  also  observed  that  they  bad  searcelr  got 
through  the  Revolution  before  it  became  expedient 
to  make  great  ehaiiges  in  the  form  of  their  Qov- 
ernment;thoagh  this  was  done  with  unusnal  calm- 
ness and  moderation,  yet  it  also  partook  so  much 
of  the  nature  of  a  rerolution,  that  it  forms  eo  im< 
portaot  part  in  the  riew  of  the  political  parties  ia 
this  couotr|r.  To  pat  in  practice  a  single  new  law 
often  occasions  great  perplexity  and  difierence  of 
opinion  in  a  court;  where  there  has  been  a  new 
revision  of  a  whole  code,  it  costs  years  of  labor 
and  difficulty  to  settle  the  practice  upon  it.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  conteiaed  more 
provisions  on  great  and  important  subjects,  in  a 
small  compass,  than  almost  any  other  instrument 
that  had  gone  before  it;  of  course  it  was  a  work 
of  great  difficulty  to  settle  the  practice  upon  all 
the  parts  of  it,  and  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Just  as 
this  difficult  undertaking  was  commenced,  the  com- 
motions b^n  in  Europe ;  it  soon  became  a  great 
and  most  passionate  stnfe  of  all  the  cardinal  prin- 
ci[des  of  polities,  and  under  circamstanccs  that 
could  not  fail  to  extend  their  influeoce  to  this 
country,  to  excite  something  of  the  same  strife 
between  the  same  priociples.  and  make  our  own 
difficult  undertaking  doubly  difficult.  Besides  these 
consideraiioas  which  he  had  now  meotioDed.  all 
society  showed  that  there  was  in  the  human  char- 
acter afoundalion  for  radical  different opioioos  on 
'  political  subjects;  there  is  not  a  place  in  which  it 
does  not  show  itself.  Some  are  always  for  turn- 
ing Qureroment  a  little  higher,  and  others  for 
keeping  it  more  moderate;  probably  if  a  thousand 
persons  in  exactly  similar  circumstances  were  re- 
moved at  once  and  placed  on  a  desolate  isle,  and 
in  the  midst  ofthe  sea,  to  begin  a  society  for  them- 
selves, it  would  not  96  limg  before  these  leading 
distinctions  would  showtbemsdves,  which  would 
finally  grow  up  into  the  old  settled  distinctions  of 
Monarchists  and  Republieans.  There  was  no  doubt 
bat  that  it  showed  itself  early  in  this  country ;  be 
had  no  doubt  but  that  it  showed  itself  before  the 
disbanding  of  the  American  Army,  in  the  attempts, 
which  have  been  well  known,  which  were  made 
to  prevent  tbeir  disbanding,  and  to  go  and  demand 
their  pay  with  their  arms  in  tbeir  nands:  and  in 
some  other  circumstances,  which  he  could  men- 
tion if  it  was  necessary. 

It  also  showed  itself  soon  after  the  peace,  in  re- 
peated  attempts  to  jostle  the  pillars  of  the  old 
Qoremmeot.  and  that  in  defiance  and  without 
the  consent  of  those  who  were  administering  it. 
After  they  consented  to  recommend  a  Conven- 
tion to  make  alterations,  it  is  well  known  to  have 
shown  it&elf  in  that  assembly  ;  the  greatness  of 
the  occasion  anexpectedly  called  forth  such  a  por- 
tion of  the  oldest  and  mott  veneraUe  statesmen 
of  our  country  as  effectually  to  correct  and  con- 
trcd  the  councils  on  those  subjects ;  they  kept  the 
same  ground  as  the  Rerolution  had  taken,  and 
which  was  seen  in  all  the  State  Qorernments. 
They  took  their  principles  from  that  set  of  po- 
litical economists  and  philosophers  now  ffenerally 
denominated  ia  the  English  lutguage  Whigs,  and 

Digitized  Dy  Google 


Vnirpalum  if  Executive  Authority. 


2631 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2632 


H.OFR.J 


Umrpation  of  Executive  AutMorib^. 


[Jamdary,  1799. 


eoDsecrated  tbem  as  a  CoDstitutioD  for  the  gov- 
emment  of  the  couotiy.  Though  this  was  a 
very  great  and  decided  majority,  yet  it  is  equally 
well  knowo  that  there  were  some  whoeotertaiaed 
very  different  opinions ;  they  no  doubt  still  enter- 
tain them,  and  they  who  expect  to  find  any  time 
when  this  wilt  not  be  the  case,  expect  too  much 
of  human  nature,  they  will  be  sure  to  be  disap- 
pointed. 

These  were  the  outlines  under  which  he  had 
accustomed  himself  to  view  these  subjects;  he 
was  sensible  they  would  often  receive  some  addi- 
tional colorings  from  the  great  events  which  are 
now  passing;  but  he  believed,  that  on  a  fiiir  view 
of  the  subject,  in  all  its  proper  relations  and  con- 
nexions, there  is  nothing  so  perilous  and  terrify- 
ing in  our  present  situation  as  to  be  sounded  so 
loudly  as  a  cause  of  alarm,  or  to  call  for  any  very 
harsh  or  desperate  measures  ;  nothing  but  what 
the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would,  in  a  time  of  peace,  soon  bring  to 
a  proper  situation.  Even  the  paper  which  one  ot 
the  eentlemen  adduced  as  the  ground  of  his  prin- 
cipal reliance  to  enforce  the  present  necessity  of 
this  law,  which  he  has  been  at  so  much  pains  to 
procure,  does  not  at  all  strengthea  the  case  of 
Switzerland  and  the  other  instances  which  have 
been  so  often  held  up  for  our  warning  and  alarm ; 
there  one  of  the  parties  invited  foreign  force  to 
come  in  and  aid  tliem  in  vanquishing  their  politi- 
cal opposers ;  this  paper  represents  this  country  as 
truly  Kepublicau;  that  the  people  will  without 
doubt  rally  round  their  Government,  even  though 
they  may  conceive  them  to  be  guilty  of  errors, 
and  that  if  an  invasion  is  attempted,  they  may 
expect  unanimous  resistance. 

Mr.  Brace  complained  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  who  had  just  sat  down^  had  forsaken  the 
subject  before  the  House,  by  givmi;  to  the  House  a 
dissertation  on  law,  politics,  and  history, not  onlyof 
this  eountrv,  but  also  of  European  countries.  The 
object  of  toe  bill,  said  Mr.  B.  is  to  prevent  a  cer- 
tain mischief;  but  the  gentleman  says  Congress 
oo^ht  not  to  pass  laws  on  particular  occasions.  If 
this  principle  had  been  adhered  to,  our  code  would 
have  been  very  small.   He  had  supposed  that  all 
laws  were  j^oduced  by  particular  occasions  which 
showed  their  necetuity.   He  believed  no  example  ' 
could  be  adduced  from  the  whole  code  of  our  com- 
mon law,  of  a  law  which,  did  not  originate  in 
some  iransaotioD  calculated  to  destroy  society.  To 
be  sure,  this  is  a  new  case;  but  the  gentleman 
himself  allows  that  this  is  a  new  era,  in  which 
new  doctrines  and  new  principles  are  advancetl. 
But  the  alarm  about  these  principles  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  says,  has  generally  come  from 
gentlemen  who  nave  lately  taken  their  seals  in 
this  House,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  ; 
grounds  upon  which  the  Government  had  pro-  i 
ceeded  from  its  commencement.   Mr.  B.  said  he  , 
supposed  he  should  come  within  this  class  of; 
members.   He  confessed  he  had  not  had  the  ad- , 
vantage  of  the  experience  of  the  gentleman  from  ! 
Georgia;  but  he  should  notwithstanding  take  the  '■ 
Uberty  of  statins  that  the  occasion  which  has  j 
oiled  for  this  bill  is  a  strong  one,  and  that  if  Con-  i 


gress  go  upon  the  ground  which  some  gentlemen 
have  taken,  that  any  individual  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  negotiations  of  the  GovonmenL^ 
the  princi]:de  is  so  broad  as  to  be  the  parent  of 
serious  mischiefs  to  this  country.  If  this  princi- 
ple were  just  it  would  go  to  the  subversion  of  all 
Government ;  for  if  an  individual  should  be  al- 
lowed to  interfere  in  one  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  may  also  be  permitted  to  ioterfn'e  in 
all.  The  principle  goes  the  whole  length,  and 
this  principle  once  allowed,  we  should  find  one 
class  of  individuals  taking  upon  themselves  the 
Legislative  power,  another  the  Executive,  and  a 
third  the  Judiciary.  Nay,  he  did  not  see  wh j  any 
number  of  people,  who  had  formed  an  opmion 
from  the  debates  which  are  ^ublbhed,  that  this 
House  was  at  any  time  acting  contrary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  might  not  come  forward 
in  a  body,  or  as  individuals,  and  state  their  objec- 
tions to  them  on  this  floor.  Such  a  principle^  it 
must  be  seen,  therefore,  would  lead  to  nothing 
but  disorganization  and  ruin. 

The  result  of  doctrines  of  this  kind  has  pro- 
moted, upon  the  ^reat  theatre  of  Europe,  scenes 
which  have  astonished  the  world ;  and  were  they 
once  acted  upon  here,  it  would  be  opening  a  door 
for  the  like  scenes  to  be  carried  on  here.  But 
these  scenes  had  been  so  frequently  and  so  ably 
broughl  to  the  view  of  this  House,  that  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  for  him  to  dilate  upon  them. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  this  would  be  the 
operation  of  such  a  doctrine. 

This  mischief  said  Mr.  B.,  is  intended  to  be 
prevented  by  this  bill.  The  conduct  which  had 
given  rise  t<^  this  bill,  if  the  facts  stated  are  trne, 
might  he  punished  at  common  law;  but  it  is  said 
weliave  no  common  law  that  will  reach  this  case : 
that  the  Federal  courts  have  no  common  law,ana 
this  ought  to  be  a  complete  answer  to  gentlemen 
who  say  this  is  no  offence.  He  believed  it  to  be 
not  only  an  offence,  but  an  offence  of  the  highest 
kind,  and  ought  to  be  provided  against  by  a  stat- 
ute law  of  the  Govemmoit ;  not  for  the  sake  of 
punishing  individuals,  but  in  order  to  secure  the 
Government. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  this  bill  have  not  all 
taken  the  same  ground  of  opposition.  Some  have 
admitted  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded  to 
be  good,  but  that  it  covers  too  much  ground. 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  this  bill  7  He  thousht  it 
could  not  be  read  by  an  impartial  individoatwho 
could  doubt  as  to  its  object  or  the  mischief  to  be 
prevented.  Here  is  a  Crovernmeot,  and  there  are 
a  variety  of  European  Governments.  This  law 
does  not  relate  to  any  particular  one.  It  prCK 
poses  to  punish  any  person  who  shall  interfere  in 
any  controversy  or  dispute  between  this  Qovem- 
ment  and  any  of  these  foreign  Governmente.  But 
genilemeo  have  stated  a  variety  of  individual 
cases  as  coming  within  the  compass  of  this  bill, 
which  can  by  no  means  be  so  considered.  Sup* 
pose,  said  Mr.  B.,  an  individual  has  lost  his  ves- 
sel, and  goes  to  a  foreign  Government  to  recover 
it ;  what  connexion  can  this  be  supposed  to  have 
with  any  dispute  between  the  two  countries? 
Certainly  none ;  the  individual  sufferer  goes  to 
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seek  redress  for  himself,  or  for  some  person  by 
wbom  be  is  employed,  and  has  no  connexion 
with  any  dispute  of  a  national  kind. 

Bat  in  the  course  of  ihe  remarks  which  hare 
been  made  on  this  bill,  gentlemen  have  not  con- 
fined themselves  to  the  bill  itseir,  but  have  gone 
into  a  consideration  of  the  general  policy  of  the 
Government.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yes- 
terday, (Mr.  Nicholas,)  stated  that  a  course  of 
proceedings  had  been  adopted  by  a  majority  in 
this  House,  the  effect  of  which  had  produced  a 
luge  army,  a  navy,  and  considerable  taxation. 
He  supposed  this  system  wrong,  as  it  led  to  war ; 
but  he  Delteved  it  was  a  system  which  pleased 
certain  geodemen,  and  to  support  this  idea  (with 
how  much  propriety  he  would  not  say)  he  bad 
introduced  some  lines  from  a  poetical  work,  a 
nrodoction  of  the  State  from  whence  he  came. 
The  object  of  this  was  to  show  that  gentlemen 
<Hipoeed  to  him  in  opinion  had  been  the  aiders  and 
abettors  of  Government  to  produce  a  war.  These 
are  ideas  of  extensive  operation^  said  Mr.  B.,  and 
involve  very  serious  charges  agamst  the  measures 
of  Government.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
think  that  those  geotle'nien  who  are  in  the  habit 
cS  supporting  all  the  measures  of  Government, 
ought  to  be  denominated  a  party;  those  only 
who  oppose  such  measures  deserve  that  appella- 
tnm— Especially  in  all  free  Grovernments.  The 
Mntleman  from  Qeoi^ia  has,  indeed,  stated  this 
GoTcmmeiit  as  in  its  mfancy;  as  making  experi- 
meots,  and  that  no  ill  efiects  need  be  apprehended 
fiiom  tbero.  He  could  not  himself  rest  thus  sat- 
itfied. 

Much,  Mr.  B.  observed,  bad  been  said  in  favor 
of  peace,  that  it  is  all  desirablefiand  that  war  in- 
Ttdves  every  calamity.  These  are  topics  on  which 
ve  may  declaim,  and  about  which  a  great  deal 
may  be  said ;  but  he  did  not  believe  the  friends  of 
Oovemment  had  been  contending  for  war  as  such. 
He  believed,  on  the  contrary,  that  their  object  bad 
been  peace — that  peace  which  could  be  had  upon 
a  solid  foundation.  He  was  convinced  that  a 
peace  of  this  kind  has  been  and  still  is  the  object 
of  this  Oovemment.  and  that  the  measures  which 
hare  been  adopted,  notwithstanding  what  has 
been  said  to  the  contrary,  have  been  calculated  to 
procure  it. 

What,  exclumed  Mr.  B.,  would  bare  been  the 
situation  of  this  country,  had  opposite  measures 
to  those  which  have  been  adopted  been  pursued, 
wad  we  had  now,  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the 
ffcotleman  from  Virginia,  neither  Armynor  Navy? 
He  left  the  reflection  of  every  gentleman's  own 
mind  to  make  a  reply.  It  would  be  readily  al- 
lowed that  the  present  situation  of  Europe  had 
changed,  in  some  degree,  the  state  of  things  here. 
An  invasion  of  our  country  may  not  be  attempted 
at  so  early  a  period  as  was  ibrmerty  expected. 
With  respect  to  our  Navy,  however,  Mr.  B.  be- 
lieved, if  )t  had  not  been  for  it,  the  whole  of  our 
commerce  would,  before  now,  have  been  cut  up 
by  the  roots,  our  vessels  would  have  been  taken 
oat  of  our  narbors,  and  our  towns  reduced  to 
a^es;  Then  was  nothing,  at  least,  to  have  pre- 
vented this  from  being  the  case,  and  we  know 
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sufficient,  said  he,  of  the  hostile  dii^position  of  the 
enemy,  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  this  would  have 
been  the  case. 

Happily  for  this  country,  continued  Mr.  B.,  the 
course  desired  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  not  been  pursued.  We  have  been  placed  on 
a  different  ground.'  The  measures  which  hare 
been  taken  bare  been  defensive,  and  calculated  to 
cut  off  all  communication  with  the  nation  from 
whom  we  have  received  so  much  injury ;  hut  all 
our  measures  will  be  in  rain,  if  the  door  proposed 
to  he  closed  by  this  bill,  is  leR,  open.  Of  what 
arail  will  it  be,  that  our  commercial  intercourse 
is  cut  ofi^  if  individuals  are  permitted  to  hold  an 
intercourse  of  a  far  more  dangerous  kind?  So 
far  from  this  bill  being  unnecessary,  therefore,  it  is 
absolutely  essential  to  follow  up  our  system  of  de- 
fence. Indeed,  this  is  a  part  <u  our  defence  which 
is  above  all  others  necessary,  as  it  will  defend  us 
agaiuRt  foreign  intrigue,  against  what  has  already 
brought  upon  this  country  great  calamities,  and 
iBVorved  many  others  in  irretrievable  ruin.  This 
crime,  said  Mr.  B.,  is,  of  all  others,  of  the  deepest 
dye ;  an  individual  may  commit  murder,  and  de- 
serve punishment,  but  his  crime  may  affect  only  a 
small  number  of  persons ;  but  the  evil  of  an  of- 
fence of  this  kind  is.  that  it  involves  a  whole  na- 
tion, and  puts  at  hiuard  ererything  which  we  hold 
dear. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying^  that  this  was  an 
extraordinary  ease,  that  few  mdiriduals  would 
ever  be  found  to  embark  in  such  a  business ;  but, 
as  what  had  occurred  might  again  occur,  he 
hoped  a  punishment  would  be  provided  for  the 
offence. 

Mr.  RvTLBooE  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  who  this  morning  opened  the  de- 
bate, in  charging  the  friends  of  the  present  bill 
with  legislating  upon  the  circumstances  of  the 
day,  had  been  so  candid  as  to  allow  that  practice 
was  not  peculiar  to  this  Assembly ;  and,  he  would 
add  that,  legislating  upon  circumstances  as  they 
arose,  was  coeval  with  the  science  of  legislation. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  well  knows  that  it 
is  the  business  of  Gorernmeot  to  mark  and  cor* 
reet  abuses  that  may  occur,  and  that  if  nothing 
had  ever  arisen  to  disturb  the  haTmony  of  society, 
there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  codes  of 
jurisprudence.  If  the  tranquillity  of  America  had 
not  been  interrupted,  and  she  had  not  been  men- 
aced with  war,  we  should  not  have  passed  sedition 
and  alien  laws,  and  other  laws,  which  bad  been 
dictated  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times ;  they 
called  imperiously  for  those  taws,  which  would 
not  have  been  projected  in  ordinary  times^  and 
they  now  require  a  law  like  that  under  considera- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  enter- 
tained the  House  with  a  long  and  learned  disser- 
ta(ion  upon  parties,  and  declared  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  could  not  seriously  believe  that  any  mem- 
bers of  this  House  were  capable  of  carrying  their 
opposition  to  the  Gtovernmeot  so  far  as  to  endan- 
ger the  independence  of  this  coimtrr^  he  treated 
all  that  had  been  said  upon  this  subject  as  mere 
chimeras,  as  the  offsprings  of  lively  imagbations, 
and  assailed  that  he  conu  not  behere  the  opposi- 
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tioa  mean  to  briDg  ruin  upon  a  country  in  whose  j 
welfare  they  are  as  much  interested  as  we  are,  by 
the  circumstances  of  birth  and  wealth,  and  other 
equally  weighty  considoatioos.  To  these  obser- 
vatioDB  he  would  ^ive  a  short  answer ;  it  was, 
that  the  opposition  m  this  country  was  so  anato- 

SIU8  to  the  opposition  parties  in  other  countries, 
at  he  could  easily  suppose  they  would 'act  here 
as  the  oppositions  had  in  Holland,  Switzerland, 
Ireland,  and  other  countries,  where  there  had  ex- 
isted opposition  parties,  and  where  they  had  con- 
stitutea  a  very  considerable  mean  in  subverting 
the  liberties  oi  their  respective  countries.  Those 
parties  everywhere  began  with  reform,  and  every- 
where ended  with  rum;  their  zeal  had  far  sur- 
passed their  wisdom,  and  had  carried  them  lengths 
which,  originally,  they  never  contemplated  going. 
This  fact  had  heen  fully  illustrated  in  an  interest- 
ing publication,  which  had  been  dedicated  to  a 
distiogui^ed  member  of  this  House,  (Mr.  Oal- 
LATIN,)  and  in  which  the  writer,  speaking  of  the 
misforttues  of  his  couotry,  (wkico,  from  being 
me  of  the  most  free  in  £!urope,  had  become  a 
department  of  France,)  says : 

"  Stop  whereyou  are ;  recollect  the  Ate  of  our  com- 
mon oonntiy,  wneva,  and  do  not  put  at  hazard  Uie 
liberties  of  America;  like  you,  I  opposed  the  Adminis- 
tration of  my  country ;  my  zeal  to  reform  carried  me  all 
lengths  in  destroying,  and  I  live  a  wandering  exile  to 
mourn  over  the  mini  of  •  Government  whii^  I  sided 
to  destroy,  and  which  originally  I  meant  to  reform." 

In  the  history  of  Geneva,  gentlemen  would  see 
how  the  opposition  there  to  the  administration  of 
the  Gfovernmeot  bad  been  led  into  the  revolution- 
ary road  by  the  delusive  lights  which  are  held  out 
from  the  new-fangled  philosophy  of  the  times,  and 
which  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  yesterday  ac- 
)mowledged  an  acquiescence  in,  when  he  said  '*  we 
are  contending  for  the  rights  of  man."  If  gentle- 
men are  not  satisfied  by  referring  to  Geneva,  he 
entreated  them  to  look  at  Ireland,  and  contemplate 
how  the  opposition  there,  (composed  of  persons 
who  bad  much  to  lose  by  insurrection,  ana  much 
to  attach  them  to  the  prewrvation  of  good  order,) 
bad  been  carried  by  their  misdirected  zeal  and 
spirit  of  party,  from  plans  of  very  limited  reforms 
to  open  war  against  their  country.  They  had  on 
all  occasions  declared  that  their  only  object  was  a 
redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Catholics  and 
Dissenters ;  a  Parliamentary  reform  was  original- 
ly all  they  talked  of;  they  solemnly  protested 
ttiey  would  not  in  any  event  go  beyond  tnat  mea- 
sure ;  we  find,  however,  that  these  persons,  after 
having  associated  for  attempting  these  measures 
of  reform,  (as  they  declared,)  took  up  arms  against 
their  country ;  we  fiud  that  sdf-denominated  pa- 
triots, who  had  been  loud  in  their  wofessions  of 
loyalty,  have  lately  been  conductingFrencb  fleets 
and  French  armies  to  their  native  shores  j  we  find 
them  combined  with  a  foreign  force  for  the  [>ur- 
pose  of  aunibilating  a  Qovetnment,  iHiich,  origi- 
nally, they  only  meant  to  reform. 

Mr.  R.  said,  the  present  bill  appeared  to  bim  so 
unobjectionable,  that  he  could  not  suppose  it  would 
have  been  opposed,  if  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  not  suggested  an 


2636 


[Jahdart,  1799. 


amendmeut,  which  now  formed  the  ground  of  op- 
position. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  laid 
foot-hold  of  it,  and  said  that,  legislating  upon  a 
particular  case  would  produce  iaconvenience  in 
all  other  cases;  to  show  this,  be  had  said  that,  if 
the  exceptions  contended  for,  were  not  introduced 
into  the  bill,  persons  trading  with  the  Indians 
might  be  liable  to  its  penalties;  he  was  mucbsui^ 
prised  by  this  objection  coming  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  for  he  very  well  knew  by  com- 
munications from  the  War  Office,  made  to  a  com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  Indian 
traders  who  had  gone  into  the  Indian  country,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  selling  goods,  had  been  in 
reality  employed  by  a  foreign  nation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  alienating  the  affections  of  certain  tribes 
from  the  United  States.  He  allowed,  this  bill 
might  interfere  with  persons  going  among  the 
Inaians,  but  it  would  ue  a  salntarv  interference, 
and  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  our  Western  citizens.  A  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  said,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill  without  the  exceptions  proposed; 
that,  without  them,  no  individual  would  be  safe 
in  attempting  to  recover  his  property,  which  had 
been  detained  in  France;  and  that  if  the  French 
should  be  disposed  to  make  overtures  of  peace, 
they  could  not,  if  the  bill  passed,  be  received  by 
any  American  in  France,  not  even  by  our  Cdnsal 
General. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  been  told 
by  every  professional  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
on  this  subject,  that  the  cases  he  adverted  to  would 
□ever  be  considered  as  coming  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  law ;  ^e  also  knew  there  were  laws 
on  the  subject  wftch  would  not  he  repealed  by 
this  bill,  and  which  would  afford  amfde  means 
of  relief  in  all  such  cases  as  he  had  mentioned ; 
he  very  well  knew  that  the  act  would  still  be  in 
force  which  provides  for  the  j^rosecution  of  the 
claims  of  American  citizens  in  the  Admiraltr 
courts  of  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers.  Witn 
respect  to  our  Consul  at  Paris,  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  must  know  that  he  is  no  diplomatic 
character,  and  that  he  possesses  no  treaty  powers 
whatever.  Mr.  R.  said  he  would  be  sorry  if  oar 
Consul  General  did  possess  powers  to  negotiate 
with  France ;  he  certainly  should  not  expect  an 
advantageous  negotiation  from  the  gentleman  who 
is  our  Consul  at  Paris.  Mr.  R.  said,  there  is  a 
point  of  view,  from  which,  if  gentlemen  would 
look  at  the  exceptions,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  approve  them  ;  they  would  see  in  them  a 
cloak  large  enough  to  cover  the  most  mischievous 
designs.  If  all  the  malcontents  in  America  were 
to  assemble  by  their  delegates  in  Congress,  and 
believing  the  Administration  too  wicked  or  too 
weak  to  desire  an  attainable  and  good  peace, 
should  determine  to  send  an  Envoy  to  Paris, 
what  would  be  their  instructions  to  him  ?  They 
would  charge  him  to  ask  for  the  restoration  of  our 
stolen  property ;  for  the  release  of  our  seamen, 
and  every  other  thing  which  the  exceptions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  permit,  they, 
in  fact,  covering  all  the  points  now  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  countries.   Mr.  R.  declared  he  be- 
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liered  the  bill  would  be  highly  miwhieToai  if 
amended  as  proposed  hy  the  other  side  of  the 
Hoiue,  and  showed  that,  io  all  well  coDstjtuted 
OoTernmeots,  it  is  a  fundamental  priociple,  that 
the  Goveroment  should  possess  exclusively  the 
power  of  carrying  on  foreign  negotiations. 

Mr.  Gallatin  objected  to  this  bill,  because, 
under  the  pretence  of  punishing  certain  offences 
which  ought  to  be  punished,  it  is  expressed  in 
so  general  a  manner  as  to  include  a  number  of 
acts  which  ought  not  to  be  punished  ;  becfiuse  it 
is  drxwn  in  the  loosest  possible  manner ;  and 
wants  that  precision  and  correctness  which  ought 
dways  to  cnaracterize  a  penal  law.  The  words 
"  any  citizen  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  com- 
mence or  carry  od  any  Terbal  or  written  corres- 
pcndenee  or  interemuae  with  any  foreign  Got- 
emment,  or  any  t^er  or  agent  thereof,  relating 
to  any  difipnte  or  controrersy  betwen  any  for- 
e%a  Government  and  the  United  States;  with  io- 
toit  to  influence  the  measnies  or  conduct  of  the 
Qovemment  harii^  disputes  or  eontrorersies  with 
the  United  States ;  or  shall  counsel,  advise,  aid, 
or  assist,  in  any  such  correspondence,"  are  so 
Tagoe.  incorrect,  and  dissimilar  to  our  other  pe- 
nal laws,  that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  vote 
aninst  this  bill  ;  especially  when  amendments, 
iraich  have  been  proposed  to  remedy  these  de- 
fects, have  been  rejected,  without  attempting,  if 
they  were  objeetiouable,  to  make  them  less  so; 
uid  when  the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  re- 
fuse to  go  iuto  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole  to  see 
if  it  cannot  be  amended. 

Before  he  went  into  the  aatore  of  the  bill,  he 
wovU  lay  a  few  wmds  on  its  prineipleB  in  gmnral. 
What  are  they  ?  Are  they  founded  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  proper  to  punish  an  individutu  who 
shall  assume  tne  power  to  negotiate  with  a  for- 
Government— power  diat  is  placed  alone  in 
^e  Exeentirc  1  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  nei* 
ther  the  words  assumption  of  power,  nor  the  word 
negotiation,  appear  in  the  bill  now  on  the  table. 
The  crime  there  described,  is  not  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation  with  a  foreign  Power,  with  an  intent 
to  marp  or  assume  tbe  powers  vested  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority.  Gtentlemeo  have  made  use  of 
one  set  of  expressions  in  the  bill, -and  they  use 
another  kind  when  they  come  to  advocate  it.  Can 
an  individual,  who  derives  no  power  from  the 
Bxecutive,  assume  a  power  vested  in  tbe  Execu- 
tive to  act  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  to  bind 
tile  nation?  Tbe  idea  is  ridicnlotu  and  absurd 
im  ittdf :  tbe  most  so  of  any  that  ever  entered 
iato  the  head  of  man.  Let  an  individual  go  and 
draw  a  sketch  of  a  treaty ;  will  it  be  an  assump- 
tiOD  of  power  ?  No  j  to  assume  a  power  you  must 
carry  it  into  effiKt.  To  draw  a  sketch  of  this  kind 
would  be  no  more  an  assmnption  of  power  than 
the  drawil^:  of  a  petition  praying  that  certain 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  the  Government ; 
which  might  be  Raid  to  be  dictating  to  the  Govern- 
ment  as  to  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 

It  has  been  said,  that  ir  individuals  are  not  pro- 
hibited in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  bill,  tney 
will  next  take  upon  them  the  Bxecutive,  the  Le- 
gislatlTe,  and  Judiciary  powers;  that  men  will 
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lay  their  opinions  before  us,  and  by  that  means 
overset  the  Qovemment.  Individuals,  said  Mr. 
G.,  are  continually  giving  us  their  opinions,  and 
previously  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
and  putting  them  inform.  Havegentlemenforgot- 
ten  that,  whilst  the  British  Treaty  was  under  consid- 
eration, town-meetings  were  held  from  one  end  of 
the  Umled  States  to  the  other,  and  that  crowds  of 
petitions  were  presented  to  this  House  telliog  us 
we  must  acquiesce  in  the  treaty  t  But  no  one 
ever  thought  that  the  doing  of  this  was  an  a^sump- 
tioD  of  power,  but  merdy  the  expression  of  an 
opinion ;  and,  in  the  same  manner,  it  is  in  tbe 
power  of  any  individual  to  sketch  a  treaty,  and 
say  it  is  such  an  one  as  he  could  wish  to  see 
adopted  by  this  country  and  France.  An  indi- 
vidual would  be  justified  in  publishing  this  sketch 
of  a  treaty,  and  in  i«ndi&g  it  to  France  through 
the  medium  of  the  press. 

What,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  the  act  rendered  criminal 
by  this  bill  1  Is  it  tbe  commission  of  an  act  which 
might  either  defeat  or  change  the  measures  of  our 
own  Government?  This  would  be  an  usurpa- 
tion  of  the  Executive  authority,  if  an  individual 
should  force  them  to  change  their  measures.  If 
an  individual  were  to  give  an  opinion  to  tbe  Bx- 
ecutive on  the  proper  way  of  acting  in  any  par- 
ticular case,  some  gentlemen  might  think  (though 
he  did  not)  that  it  would  be  au  attempt  to  influ- 
ence the  Executive  authority ;  but  the  offence 
to  be  punished  by  this  bill,  is  not  for  having  infill- 
eneed  our  own,  but  a  foreign  CSovemment. 

Yet,  Mr.  O.  allowed,  this  bill  does  include  of- 
fences which  ought  to  be  punished,  because  such 
afcorrespondence  might  be  carried  on  with  a  for- 
eign Goveroment  as  might  be  criminal ;  but  fae 
wished  to  have  the  crime  defined.  The  words 
used  in  this  bill  are  neither  descriptive  of  an 
usurpation  of  the  Executive  authwity,  nw  de- 
scriptive of  an  act  criminal  in  itself;  becanse^  said 
he,  no  mischief  can  arise  from  any  person  inft»- 
encing  a  foreign  Government  in  our  favor.  Yet 
this  is  propofied  to  be  punished  by  this  bill. 

But  gentlemen  say  there  is  no  danger ;  the 
courts  will  undoubtedly  take  care  to  punish— 
whom  t  Not  those  who  act  without  bad  inten- 
tion, but  whom  they  please.  That  is  to  say,  we 
must  pass  a  sort  of  general  bill,  giving  merely 
authority  to  the  courts  without  defining  how 
it  is  to  be  applied,  and  leave  them  to  puniA 
or  not  punish,  as  they  judge  proper ;  to  explain 
and  define  the  law  as  they  please;  or,  in  other 
words,  our  Government  is  to  become  a  Govern- 
ment, not  of  law,  but  of  men!  But^  gentlemen 
say,  no  court  will  render  such  a  decision  as  to  in- 
volve a  man  applying  for  a  restoration  of  his  own 
property,  or  the  property  of  any  one  by  whom  he 
may  be  employed.  What  security,  said  Mr.  G., 
have  we  for  this?  Is  it  not  true,  that  a  mao  ajH 
plying  for  his  own  property,  or  -  that  of  another, 
must  necessarily  enter  into  the  .oubjeet  of  dispute 
between  the  two  countries?  Has  it  not  been  de- 
clared that  the  identical  cases  stated  in  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  proposed,  if  taken  in  the  ag- 

Jregate,  would  constitute  the  whole  matters  of 
ispute  between  France  and  this  country  ?  It  had 
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'  been  so  declared,  though  he  beliered  gentlemen 
were  mistakes,  us,  on  incfuiry,  it  u' ill  be  found 
there  are  other  objects  of  dispute  between  the  two 
QoTernmenis.  But,  taking  the  matter  upon  tbe 
ground  on  which  genilemeo  place  \i :  Id  the  me- 
morial lately  presented  to  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  by  certain  European  mercbanis,  (to 
which  he  had  already  referred^  tbe  application  is 
openly  made  with  a  view  of  cnanging  the  meas- 
ures of  the  French  Goreroment.  Yet,  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  sai^  that  the 
imsenting  of  such  a  memorial  by  an  American 
citizen  would  not  be  criminal.  Mr.  G.  could  not 
reconcile  this  bill  with  assertions  of  this  kind. 
Will  that  gentleman  tell  me,  that  a  court  shall  so 
construe  tnis  law,  without  any  exception  being 
annexed  to  it,  as  to  exclude  cases  of  this  sort  2  To 
tell  me  that  all  this  is  understood,  is  a  doctrine 
which  I  cannot  comprehend.  I  do  not  wish  to 
leave  this  to  the  courts;  I  wish  tbe  law  itself  to 
define  what  are  tbe  specific  cases  upon  which  it 
is  to  act,  that  it  may  be  clearly  known  what  it 
will  be  criminal  to  do  and  what  may  be  done  in- 
nocentlr. 

But  tne  gentleman  from  South-Carolina  went 
further.  He  stated  that  if  he  were  in  France,  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  hold  conversation  with  Mr. 
Talleyrand :  that  be  should  not  scruple  to  tell  him 
freely  and  plainly  bis  opinion  of  all  the  measures  of 
France  towards  this  country:  nor  should  be  be 
afraid  of  falling  under  tbe  lash  of  this  law,  from 
having  held  such  a  conversation.  What  does 
this,  said  Mr.  G.,  amount  to,  connected  with  what 
bad  been  said  about  tbe  existence  of  a  dangerous 
combination  of  men,  a  French  party  in  this  couA 
try,  and  other  expressions  of  the  same  import? 
Does  it  not  mean  that  the  law  is  to  attach  to  a 
certain  description  of  men,  and  not  to  others? 
According  to  tbe  manner  in  which  our  courts  are 
fwmed,  our  juries  summoned,  and  other  circum- 
stances, the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks 
he  is  safe,  the  courts  will  protect  bim.  Ves!  be 
may  act  as  he  pleases  with  impunity.  If  a  man 
is  a  fedoalist,  he  will  he  innocent,  but  if  he  is  an 
anti-federalist  he  will  be  guilty.  r^>^-  Harpeb 
denied  having  said  any  such  thing,  and  repeated 
what  he  had  said.]  Mr.  Q.  observed,  he  did  not 
charge  tbe  gentleman  with  making  tbe  inferences 
which  be  had  himself  made:  but  the  facts  which 
he  had  repeated  are  the  same  as  he  bad  now  stated 
them  to  be  and  he  thought  tbe  conclusions  which 
he  had  put  upon  them  were  perfectly  natural. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  Q.  that  at  all  events, 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  bill  of  ibis  general  nature, 
for  if  any  exceptions  whatever  are  made,  a  man 
might,  under  color  of  these  exceptions,  carry  on  a 
onmiiial  correspondence.  This,  said  he,  is  the  most 
extraordinary  ground  for  legislation  that  could  be 
advanced.  To  punish  men,  not  for  what  they  do, 
'  but  because,  in  doing  something  which  is  right, 
they  may  have  done  something  wrong.  Yet  gen- 
tlemen allow  that  these  cases  are  not  includM  in 
die  bill;  but  that  the  proviso  cannot  be  inserted, 
because  it  is  necessary  to  cut  tbe  evil  up  by  the 
root.  If  this  argument  is  good,  it  would  iw  neces- 
sary to  cut  off  all  correspondence  whatever ;  and 
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yet  they  allow  that  some  correspondence  may 
slill  be  carried  on  notwithstanding  this  bill. 

Again,  nothing  is  said,  as  be  before  stated,  re- 
specting negotiation  or  a  usurpation  of  Executive 
power;  so  that  an  individual  might  goto  England 
and  reside  there,  might  negotiate  and  form  new 
connexions,  and  might  be  encouraged  and  support* 
ed  in  his  career  by  the  Government  of  that  conn- 
try,  in  doin|[  everything  that  he  could  do  to 
change  the  situation  of  the  two  Governments. 
Mr.  G.  concluded,  therefore,  that  this  bill  will  not 
answer  the  end  proposed;  since  it  will  not  punish 
all  the  crimes  which  may  come  under  what  is 
called  usurpations  of  the  Executive  authority ;  but 
will  in  one  quarter  punish  with  unheard  of  sever- 
ity, and  in  another  leave  matters  as  they  are. 

But  the  House  is  told,  that  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  country  calls  for  tbe  act.  In  the  first 
place,  allowing  the  danger  to  exist,  and  alluding 
to  the  transaction  which  had  lately  taken  place, 
allow  that  such  a  mission,  as  it  is  called  by  some, 
and  a  voluntary  voyage  by  others,  and  suppose, 
the  French  think  they  have  a  party  here  in  their 
favor.  From  what  cause  do  tbey  believe  ibis? 
He  should  suppose,  because  there  is  a  party  hne 
who  are  making  perpetual  declatpations  to  this  ef- 
fect on  this  floor,  and  because  most  of  the  presses 
on  the  Continent  teem  with  similar  insinuations. 
But  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  continued,  Mr.  G., 
that  when  a  certain  State  paper  was  read  to  the 
House  yesterday,  by  the  gentleman  from  South- 
Carolina,  the  crime  appeared  to  be,  that  tbe  writer 
had  attempted  to  show  the  French  GoTernment 
that  tbey  nave  no  party  here.  Gentlemen  think 
it  perfectly  innocent  in  themselves  to  invite  far- 
ther agffressioos,  nay,  an  invasion,  by  assuring 
France  that  tbey  have  a  party  here  ready  to  receive 
them ;  and  they  bold  it  up  as  a  crime  that  an  indi- 
vidual should  have  spoken  of  the  unanimity  of  tbe 
people, and  their  determination  to  rally  round  their 
Government  against  the  attacks  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion whatever ;  and  think  the  writer  of  such  a  pa- 
per ought  to  be  piinished. 

Agam,  the  House  had  been  told,  in  a  general 
way,  not,  perhaps,  perfectly  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject, that  after  our  Goverimieut  bad  failed  in  its 
endeavors  to  obtain  aii  honorable  accommodation 
with  France,  an  individual  goes,  or  is  sent  by  i 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  peace  wiUi 
that  Gk>vernmeot;  and  it  is  added  be  must  do  this 
by  making  dishonorable  stipulations.  But,  allow- 
ing that  such  a  negotiation  was  opened  and  an 
individual  were  to  agree  to  certain  conditions, 
since  he  would  have  no  power  to  bind  tbe  naiioa, 
his  folly  would  recoil  upon  himself. 

Bui  tbe  danger  to  be  apprehended,  he  supposed, 
was  not  from  any  disadvantageous  stipulation  be- 
ing made.  Gentlemen  do  not  pretend  to  say,  that 
anything  of  this  kind  had  been  spoken  of  by  the 
gendeman  lately  in  France  They  seem  to  be 
afraid  of  a  contrary  conduct;  they  are  alarmed  be- 
cause tbe  troth  is  spoken  with  respect  to  the  siUH- 
ation  of  the  country.  If  the  gentleman  alluded 
to,  or  any  other  person,  had  told  France  that 
peace  upon  dishonorable  tenns  was  the  object  of 
a  party  nere;  suck  assurances  could  not  have  pio- 

Google 


I/surpa/ton  of  Executive  Authority. 


2641 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2642 


Jahdaby,  1799.3 


diued  a  chance  io  the  measures  of  that  GoTern- 
ment;  but  rat&er  streogthea  them  incoDtinuiDg  the 
same  line  of  conduct  which  they  had  heretofore 
punned.  It  is  only  by  telling  a  foreign  nation, 
that  no  snch  party  as  they  may  have  supposed 
exists;  that  there  is  no  set  uf  men  ia  this  country 
who  wish  for  a  dishonorable  peace,  or  a  dishooor- 
able  tteaty,  that  any  effect  could  possibly  be  pru- 
dnced.  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  that  any  such  enect 
had  been  produced ;  but  be  was  sure  it  could  only 
be  effected  by  &uch  means 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  mentioned  ano- 
ther effect,  that  be  conceived  highly  dangerous, 
which  was,  that  an  indiTidual  might  offer  terms 
oTprace  to  a  foreign  Government  which  it  might 
be  willing  to  accept;  which,  when  they  came  to  be 
pablishedin  this  country,  would  appear  so  rauon- 
aU«  to  the  people,  that  the  refusal  of  them  on  the 
pan  of  our  Government,  might  have  the  effect  to 
destroy  the  popularity  of  the  Governmeut.  Mr. 
G.  said,  there  was  at  least  candor  in  a  supposition 
of  this  kind.  He  believed  this  might  be  a  high 
(^nee  to  Government.  But  upon  what  ground 
does  this  argument  go?  That  the  Gtoveroment 
does  not  wish  to  accept  of  such  terms  of  accom- 
modation as  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large.  He  did  not  believe  this.  He  did  not 
think  that  our  Government  would  reject  terms  of 
peace,  which  would  be  popular  throughout  the 
Union.  He  believed  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
entertain  the  same  opinion  on  this  point,  viz : 
that  whenever  a  peace  can  be  made  with  safety, 
OB  just  and  honorable  terms,  it  oiight  to  be  made. 
And,  thetefore,  if  any  individaaT  could,  by  any 
argiunentj  or  reasoning,  create  such  a  ctiange  in 
the  measures  of  the  Government  of  France  as  to 
pierail  npon  them  to  offer  snch  terms  of  peace  as 
would  be  acceptable,  it  conld  not  be  an  offence, 
nor  conld  it  defeat  the  measures  of  our  Go y era- 
meat,  anless  when  their  measures  were  inimical 
to  a  prace  of  any  kind. 

Again,  it  had  been  said  that  a  correspondence 
oi^t  not  to  be  permitted,  because  indiridnaU 
might  abuse  and  defame  our  Government.  This, 
hesaid,  was  making  this  billasecood  edition  of  the 
sedition  act.  He  supposed  that  law  had  been  bad 
enongh,  and  that  geatlemeo  would  have  been  sat- 
isfied with  punishing  any  person  who  shall  write 
publish,  or  utter,  anything  to  de&me  our  Govern- 
nmt.  He  thought  that  went  far  enoiuh ;  but  this 
Ull,  ittthat  point  of  view,  ^oes  a  step  iarther,  as  it 
affects  speaking,  for  it  forbids  all  verbal  or  written 
coirespondence,  and  proposes  to  punish  all  persons 
who  shall  connsel,  advise,  aid,  or  assist — how?  in 
imy  manner  whatever.  A  few  words  dropped  by 
chance  would  be  sufficient  to  incur  the  penalties 
of  this  law. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  not  go  into  the  details  of 
what  may  be  the  object  of  this  bill.  Not  that  he 
was  afraid  to  do  it.  He  bad  already  mated  that 
he  believed  it  to  be  intended  to  create  a  clamor 
against  certain  persons  in  the  United  States,  repre- 
senting ihem  as  being  willing  to  sacr^ce  the  in- 
terests of  this  country  10  another,  and  as  having  en- 
tered into  a  criminal  correspondence  with  France. 

No  one  can  be  at  a  loss  as  to  the  real  object  of 
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the  bill.  If  it  bad  been  to  punish  only  corres- 
pondence of  a  criminal  kind,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  slated,  a  different  kind  of  biU 
would  have  been  proposed,  and  not  a  bill  which 
might  be  interpreted  to  mean  everythiog  or  no- 
thing. 

But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  discharge  this  part 
of  the  subject,  and  come  to  the  transaction  which 
appears  to  have  given  rise  to  this  bill.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Caroliua,  (Mr.  Harper.)  yes- 
terday, favored  us  with  the  sight  of  a  certain  State 

EEiper,  which,  from  the  style  of  it,  appeared  to 
ave  been  delivered  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Relations  in  France^  by  a  genileman  who  lat^y 
left  his  home  and  viHited  that  country.  The  gen- 
tleman told  the  House,  that  he  had  oeen  enabled 
to  obtain  this  by  pursuing  some  of  those  threads 
of  a  conspiracy  wnich,  last  year,  he  told  the  House 
he  possessed  a  knowledge  of;  and  the  use  he 
meant  to  make  of  this  paper,  was  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  this  law.  The  gentleman  then 
stated,  that  the  memorial  presented  by  certain 
European  merchants  to  the  French €k>uncil,  would 
not  have  come  within  this  law,  at  the  same  time 
he  declared  that  this  memorial  did  come  within 
it.  And  he  would  ask,  whether,  if  our  courts 
were  to  give  the  same  coloriuff  to  every  offence 
prosecuted  under  this  act,  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  given  to  this  paper,  whether 
any  conduct  could  be  expected  to' avoid  coudem- 
nation  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  we  have  been  told  thai  it 
is  from  this  paper  that  the  public  is  to  learn  what 
the  views  ot  the  anti-federal  or  opposition  party 
are,  let  us  examine  what  they  are.  He  would  not 
read  the  whole  of  this  papor,  as  the  gentleman 
hinuelf  had  read  it,  and  it  ha^  this  morning,  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  papers  01  this  city.  In  the 
first  place,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  does  not  come  in  the 
shape  of  a  negotiation;  if  it  speaks  not  ol  any 
stipulations  or  terms  on  which  a  peace  might  or 
ought  to  be  made.  It  states  only  those  steps  which 
the  writer  conceives  necessary,  in  order  to  the 
opening  of  a  negotiation  with  the  Grovernment  of 
this  country.  What  are  those  steps?  That  an 
embargo  should  be  raised,  and  that  a  Minister 
should  be  sent  to  this  country  with  liberal  instruc- 
tions. These  objects  could  not  even  form  a  part 
of  the  terms  of  a  treaty,  but  would  be  the  neces- 
sary consequence,  or  the  necessary  preliminary  of 
any  treaty.  Before  any  treaty  could  be  negotiated, 
negotiators  most  be  appointed.  Whatever  treaty 
might  be  concluded,  vessels  that  were  only  em- 
bargoed, and  seamen  that  were  imjorisoned,  would 
necessarily  he  released  as  a  consequence  of  that 
treaty.  And,  therefore,  the  steps  proposed  by  the 
writer  of  this  memorial,  might  render  a  negotia- 
tion practicable,  but  could  not  even  be  the  objects 
of  negotiation;  and  yet  these  are  the  parts  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  produced 
to  show  that  the  writer  of  this  paper  ought  to  be 
punished,  as  interfering  with  the  Executive  au- 
thority. Yet  this  paper  is  adduced  to  show  the 
necessity  of  passing  this  law;  though  the  same 
gentleman  acknowledges  the  memorial  of  the  Eu- 
ropean merchants  before  alluded  to  was  not  crim- 
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inal.  thouffb  the  object  of  it  was  to  effect  a  chaoge 
ID  several  of  the  measures  of  that  QovernmeDt 
with  respect  to  neutral  property. 

Mr.  O.  read  an  extract  from  it,  showiog  that 
they  ssked  for  a  modification  of  the  decree  respect- 
ing role  de  equipages,  and  for  a  repeal  of  the  de- 
cree which  renders  vessels  subject  to  capture  for 
haring  British  merchandise  on  Vrard,  which,  they 
state,  DO  nation  ought  to  submit  to. 

Was  not  this  an  attempt  to  influence  the  meas- 
ures of  Governmeot  1  He  submitted  to  the  House, 
whether  it  was  not  more  calculated  to  do  this, 
than  what  is  called  the  memorial  of  the  American 
EnToy. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  Q.  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  committed  a  mistake  in  briog- 
ing  this  jpaper  before  the  House.  It  would  Ae  re- 
collected that,  when  this  subject  was  first  under 
debate,  the  gentleman  had  declaimed  very  hand- 
somely on  the  occasion,  and  in  a  manner,  indeed, 
very  difficult  to  be  answered.  The  reason  was, 
that,  at  that  time,  he  bad  produced  no  document 
in  support  of  his  assertions,  but  bad  made  his  own 
facts,  and  thence  had  drawn  faia  conclusions. 
When  that  gentleman  gave  his  assertions  for 
fiicts,  you  could,  indeed,  deny  his  assertions,  but 
then  he  might  at  least  draw  them  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that,  if  grantedj  his  cmclnsions  must  follow. 
Bnt,  on  this  occasion,  he  has  been  impradent 
enough  to  read  a  paper  instead  of  making  asser- 
iionfi,aad  he  has  not  acquitted  himself  quite  so 
well  as  formerly.  Every  gentleman  must  have 
seen  the  embarrassment  which  he  was  in  yester- 
day in  his  endeavors  to  give  that  coloring  to  tbe 
paper  which  he  wished  it  to  bear.  On  tbe  former 
occasion,  though  he  liked  not  the  manner  in  which 
be  bad  discussed  the  subject,  he  gave  him  credit 
for  the  ingenuity  of  his  language.  No  person 
then  could  call  his  statements  m  question,  but 
now  the  matter  is  different,  and  he  has  prodneed  a 
paper. 

He  thought  the  gentleman  had  made  another 
small  mistake.  On  a  former  occasion  he  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion  that  it  was  lime  to  act  on  ac- 
count of  the  transactions  which  had  lately  taken 
i^ace,  and  went  on  to  give  bis  reasons  why  he  be- 
liered  the  gentleman  alluded  lo  was  the  envoy  of 
a  party.  All  this  was  very  well,  so  long  as  be 
produced  no  paper.  But  what  has  the  goitleman 
now  done  7  He  has  brought  a  paper,  and  that 
paper  is  raid  to  have  been  delivered  to  tbe  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Relations,  by  ati  individual  who  has 
lately  left  his  home  to  visit  France. 

When  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
about  to  read  this  paper,  he  was  asked  by  whom 
it  was  signed  1  He  answered,  be  was  prevented 
from  saying  by  whom  it  was  signed.  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  would  more  candid  than  toat  gentleman  had 
been  j  as  be  professed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
intrigoes  or  conspirators,  vid  had  no  secret  threads 
by  wDieh  to  obtain  information,  he  felt  no  reluc- 
tance in  communicating  to  the  Honae  what  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  this  morning.  A  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  Dr.  Ltwan,  who  be  bdieved 
was  the  writer  of  a  letter  which  appeared  the  other 
dar  in  the  papers,  eidled  at  his  lod^gSi  about 
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half  past  ten  o'clock,  and  said  that,  having  heard 
of  a  memorial  whicn  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Hab- 
PER  yeesterday,  as  presented  by  him  to  the  French 
Minister^  he  must  declare  that  be  was  not  the 
writer  of  that  memorial,  and  that  he  had  not  pre- 
sented it  nor  any  other,  to  tbe  French  Minister  ; 
that  he  had,  however,  seen  that  paper,  for  it  had 
been  pot  into  his  hand  by  a  Mr.  Codman,  from 
Massaehnsetts,  now  residing  in  Paria,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  jpresenting  it  as  from  himself;  bnt  that  he 
had  deelined  doing  it,  and  returned  it  a  few  daya 
after  to  Mr.  Codman.  In  what  manner  this  me- 
morial came  to  this  country,  he  could  not  tell,  or 
how  the  eentleman  from  South  Carolina  got  po^ 
session  of  it.  Though  the  gentleman  did  not  say 
it  was  written  by  Dr.  Logan,  every  one  who  heard 
him  believed  it  was  written  and  presented  by  him. 
He  seemed  to  wish  this  particularly  to  be  believed, 
and  laid  also  great  stress  on  the  word  loe,  to  show 
that  Dr.  Logan  was  acting  in  tbe  name  of  a  party. 
Mr.  Q.  supposedj  when  Mr.  Codman  wrote  this 
paper,  although  it  was  with  an  intention  of  hav- 
ing it  presented  by  Dr.  Logan,  yet  he  forgot  that 
circumstance  in  a  part  of  the  paper,  and  could  not 
help  thinking  of  bis  own  situation  and  that  of 
others  in  France;  so  (bat  tbe  word  we,  instead  of 
meaning  Dr.  Logan's  aasoeiates  and  constitnenti^ 
turns  out  tc  mean  the  American  merchants  resid-  * 
ing  at  Paris. 

Mr.  G.  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  Dr.  Logan 
had  done  nothing  wrong  in  going  to  Europe,  but 
he  would  say  that,  if  he  had  wrilteo  and  i^sent- 
ed  this  memorial,  he  bad  done  nothing  criminal, 
though  he  did  not  like  some  parts  of  it.  He  had, 
however,  stated  that  Dr.  Logan  did  neither  draw 
nor  present  it.  He  hoped,  when  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  produced  any  more  of  hii 
"  threads  of  conspiracy,"  he  would  let  the  Honaa 
,  have  them  more  complete. 

He  would  advert  to  a  circumstance  to  show 
that,  when  the  gentleman  from  Massaehusetti 
(Mr.  Otib)  made  his  speech  on  this  subject,  he 
was  in  the  Mcret ;  because,  evidently  having  an 
eye  to  thia  paper,  he  said,  "  an  ostensihle  eorre- 
spondence  may  be  so  conducted,*'  dkc.  Itftr.  Q. 
said  he  gave  the  gentleman  credit  for  his  itagacity; 
having  no  doubt  read  the  memcnial,  and  aeoi 
nothing  criminal  in  it,  he  endeavored,  in  this  war, 
to  parry  off  the  effect  it  might  have  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind,  when  it  came  to  be  printed.  Whether 
he  knew  the  writer  of  it,  and  that  it  was  not  pre- 
sented, he  could  not  pretend  to  say.  But  while 
gendemeo  are  very  loud  in  their  complaints  against 
all  open  or  secret  intercourse  or  corresptmdence 
with  the  French,  they  have  apparently,  themselves, 
acted  in  rather  a  curious  manner.  This  paper 
must  have  come  from  some  correspondent  or  other ; 
from  what  source  he  did  not  know;  be  had  no 
suspicions  of  gentlemen ;  they  had  no  doubt  come 
very  honestly  by  this  paper ;  but  there,  at  least, 
seemed  scane  mystery  in  the  matter,  whicn  he  could 
not  understand. 

It  must  appear,  therefore,  said  Mr.  G..  that  no 
circumstances  have  come  to  our  knowledge  is 
relation  to  die  eondnet  of  Dr.  Logan,  which  ou^ 
to  induce  us  to  pass  this  bill ;  nor  is  thae  nnf 
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fact  known  to  us  which  seems  to  call  for  it.  It  is 
not  one  of  those  peculiar  cases  which  call  upon 
as  to  legislate.  We,  in  fact,  kaow  nothing  about 
it;  all  that  had  been  said  havine  been  rague  asser^ 
tion,  and  when  anything  like  bet  lias,Tor  a  mo- 
ment, seemed  to  appear,  the  next  minute  has 
shown  it  to  be  a  mere  illusion.  The  clamor 
which  jrentlemen  have  thought  proper  to  raise 
about  dus  paper,  when  the  public  knows  the  fact, 
may  reeoil  upon  themselves. 

But  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  have  a  law 
of  this  kind,  and  they  think  that  the  amendment 
which  has  been  proposed  goes  too  far,  why  not 
suffer  the  House  once  more  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee^ of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  of  making  it  less 
objectionable.  The  amendmeoi  which  be  pro- 
posed went  to  all  cases  where  individuals  were 
seeking  for  their  private  property ;  but  it  was 
objected  to,  because  it  was  said  it  might  cover 
other  correspondence  of  a  criminal  nature.  This 
was  not  hie  intention,  and  he  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  objection  obviated.  This  bill  extends 
to  all  citizens  at  present  resident  in  foreign  coun- 
tries; and  the  moment  the  bill  passes,  they  are 
^ble  to  fall  under  its  operation.  It  might  be 
doubtful  how  far  we  hare  power  to  punish  citi- 
zeiu  in  foreign  coantries  consistently  with  the 
laws  of  nations ;  but  if  citizens  abroad  are  to  be 
afi^ted  by  the  law,  they  ought  first  to  be  made 
aeqnainted  with  it. 

Again :  this  bill,  as  he  bad  before  Itinted,  is  not 
correctly  drawn.  The  crime  proposed  to  be  pun- 
i^ed  will  not,  in  all  cases,  be  met,  as  the  hilt 
stands.  If  a  roan  carries  on  this  correspondence 
who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  does 
not  come  within  this  law,  so  that  all  that  would 
be  necessary  to  escape  punishment,  wonld  be  to 
employ  an  agent  who  is  not  a  citizen.  Indeed, 
the  more  gentlemen  examine  this  law,  the  more 
they  will  be  convinced  that  it  is  the  most  hasty 
aod  imperfect  production  ever  submitted  to  this 
House;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would 
other  be  recommitted  or  rejected  altogether. 

Mr.  Edmond  was  aware  that  he  should  come 
mder  the  description  of  those  whose  conduct 
received  (he  censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, as  he  was  politically  born  but  of  yesterday ; 
but  having  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  a  great 
Tarieiy  of  facts  stated  by  him,  he  trusted  he 
should  profit  by  them.  It  is,  snid  Mr.  E.,  by  dis- 
coursing with  wise  men,  that  we  become  able  to 
reason  on  subjects ;  and  under  the  light  which  he 
had  received  from  that  gentleman^  he  would  sub- 
mit a  few  observations  to  the  House,  and  those 
observations  should  relate  to  the  subject,  wiUioot 
wandering  over  the  immense  space  which  the 
genttemao  from  Geoi^a  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  pass  over. 

The  objections  to  this  bill  seemed  principally 
to  arise  from  a  conviction  in  gentlemen  that  mdi- 
viduajs  have  a  right  to  interfere  in  disputes  be- 
tween the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States, 
and  other  Governments,  and  that  this  risht  oi^ht 
not  to  be  abridged.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, at  the  outset  of  this  businen,  stated  that  if 
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the  object  was  to  secure  peace,  every  individual 
in  the  community  has  a  right  to  interfere.  He 
said,  that  if  the  Qovernment  shall  become  eor- 
ruDt,  and  involve  the  country  in  war,  it  is  not 
only  just  and  laudable  for  an  individual  to  inter- 
fere to  prevent  a  war,  if  possible,  but  to  place  the 
country  in  a  situation  that  the  Government  darst 
not  declare  war^  and  thereby  secure  peace. 

Mr.  E.  conceived  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  suffered  himself  to  be  led  away  by  the 
terms  generally  made  use  of  when  speaking  of 
peace  or  war — "That  war  is  the  greatest  calami- 
ty that  can  befall  a  nation,  and  that  peace  is  the 
greatest  of  all  blessings."  Is  this  true?  Is  there 
not  a  kind  of  peace  (for  the  gentleman  has  de- 
clared he  should  not  be  willing  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
France,)  which  would  not  be  the  greatest  of  bless- 
ings ?  Suppose,  for  instance,  we  had  only  the 
alternative  of  war  or  tribute.  No  one  would 
hesitate  to  take  war  in  preference  to  tribute.  If 
war  was  the  greatest  of  calamities,  then  every 
nation,  rather  than  ^  to  war,  must  submit  to 
every  oppression  which  the  lust  of  man  can  pr^ 
scrilie.  The  gentleman  doubtless  means  to  say 
that  war  is  a  great  evil,  and  ought  to  be  avoided 
80  long  as  we  can  avoid  it  with  honor,  and  with- 
out sacrificing  our  independence.  Therefore,  the 
peace  which  he  would  wish  to  secure  to  his  coun- 
try would  be  an  honorable  peace. 

But  let  us  see,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  would  be  the 
operation  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vii^ioia.  Who  are  to  be  the  judges 
of  when  a  peace  shall  be  honorable,  and  when 
otherwise  ?  The  people  are  doubtless  the  judges. 
And  how  is  their  judgment  to  be  obtained  1 
Through  the  medium  of  their  Rej>resentalives, 
as  their  Legislative  organs,  a  majority  of  whom 
ought  always  to  be  considered  as  speaking  the 
sense  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  But  if  an  indi- 
vidual may  take  upon  himself  to  sneak  to  a  for- 
eign Qovernment  on  the  subject  of  any  dispute, 
he  may  say  that  his  Government  is  corrupt ;  that 
it  is  going  to  involve  the  country  in  war  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  tbe  people.  Though  such  a  per- 
son, together  with  his  fellow-citizens,  has  dele- 
gated the  power  of  negotiating  to  tbe  Executive, 
and  sworn  to  support  that  power,  yet  he  will 
undertake  to  counteract  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment, because  he  conceives  it  is  corrupt,  or  that 
it  is  guided  by  a  faction.  Therefore,  from  the 
purest  love  of  peace,  he  goes  to  procure  it.  He 
will  state  the  situation  of  his  country,  and  per- 
haps declare,  that  it  dur.it  not  declare  war.  What 
can  such  a  Qovernment  be  called  1  The  private 
individual  is  undoubtedly  the  tyrant;  and  the 
justifier  of  such  a  roan,  would  justify  any  tyrant 
in  the  world. 

But  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  says  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill, 
to  inquire  whether  any  fact  of  a  criminal  nature 
existed,  which  made  it  necessary  to  pass  a  law  of 
this  kind.  He  also  tells  the  House  that  he,  as  one 
of  the  comtnittee,  made  the  inquiry,  and  could 
learn  no  such  fact.  He  also  says,  that  if  an;^  such 
fact  had  existed,  that  this  is  not  the  time,  in  the 
moment  of  heat  and  passion,  to  make  a  law  on 
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the  subject.  So  that,  in  neither  case,  according 
to  him.  8  law  ought  to  pass. 

Another  gentleman,  has  made  a  great  many 
observations  on  the  present  occasion.  That  gen- 
tleman,  Mr.  E.  said,  had  an  uniform  mode  of  rea- 
soning. It  is  ibis :  being  commonly  found  in  oppo- 
sition  to  every  measure,  and  especially  to  those  of 
a  defensive  kmd,  he  objects  in  the  first  place,  that 
a  proposed  measure  does  not  go  far  enough,  and 
in  the  next,  that  it  goes  too  far.  When  the  reso- 
lalion  was  orst  brought  in,  the  gentleman  thought 
the  words  used  too  indefinite.  The  word  "usur- 
pation" could  not  be  defined,  f^ow  be  complains 
that  the  word ''usurp,"  is  not  found  in  tbe  bill. 
His  reasoning  in  one  case  must  be  wrong. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  resorted 
to  another  idea,  and  he  has  frequently  assumed  it. 
"  Yon  are  making  your  law  too  indefinite ;  it  will 
rest  wholly  in  the  discretion  of  a  court  whether 
a  man  is  an  ofiender,  or  not.  So  that  a  federal 
man  wiU  be  found  innocent,  and  an  anti-federal, 
guilty."  The  gentleman  must  know,  said  Mr.  E., 
that  this  objection  does  not  go  to  this  bill  in  par- 
ticular. Mr.  E.  enumerated  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  the  intent  with  which  an  action  was  done, 
remained  to  be  ascertained  by  a  court,  before  any 
penalty  could  be  ioflicted,  and  in  which  federal- 
ists bad  no  belter  chance  than  anti-federalists; 
and  he  believed  the  bill  was  as  defioite  and  cor- 
rect as  if  it  had  been  leA  to  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  himself  to  hare  formed  it, 

Mr.  E.  took  notice  of  what  bad  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Shitb,^  and  was 
eleariy  of  opinion  that  the  cases  whicn  he  had 
stated  were  not  within  the  bill.  But  that  gentle- 
man, said  Mr.  E.,  speaks  invariably  in  favor  of  mea- 
sures of  defence ;  out  when  tbe  question  comes  to 
be  taken,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we  always 
lose  his  vote. 

But  the  geotteman  says,  this  bill  does  not  em- 
brace tbe  case  of  a  treaty.  It  was  never  intended. 
But  he  also  says  it  goes  to  abridge  the  liberty  of 
speech.  This  is  a  favorite  subject  with  gentle- 
men }  it  serves  well  to  raise  clamor,  and  seems 
only  calculated  for  that.  It  might  as  well  be  said 
that  the  privilege  of  speech  is  taken  from  a  man 
that  is  punishea  for  perjury. 

Mr.  HaBriboh  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  for  the  same  reasons  which  he  had  before 
■taled. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  seconded  tbe  motion  for  a  recom- 
mitment. He  wished  to  have  the  bill  recommit- 
ted, that  it  might  be  modified  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  he  might  vote  for  it ;  for,  notwithstanding 
the  insinuation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut to  the  contrary,  he  wished  to  vote  for  it,  pro- 
Tided  it  is  rendered  less  exceptionable.  Doubting 
his  own  legal  knowledge,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  bad 
taken  the  opinion  of  a  professional  gentleman  of 
the  first  abilities  (neither  a  resident  nor  a  citizen 
of  Pennsylvania]  with  respect  to  the  cases  which 
he  had  already  stated,  as  seeming  within  this  bill, 
who  had  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  which  he 
bad  already  stated  to  the  House.  Mr.  S.  read  an 
amendment,  which  he  said  he  would  propose,  if 
the  lull  should  be  reeonunitted. 
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Mr.  Otis  stated  his  reasons  against  tbe  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill ;  so  did  Mr.  Batard.  Messrs. 
Harper  and  T.  Claiborne  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
recommitment.  The  question  was  at  length 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — 49  to  44,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — George  Baer,  jun.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent, 
Robert  Brown,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charlea 
Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Geoige  Dent,  Joseph  ^SSl^ 
ton,  Lucas  Ehnendnf,  Thomas  Evan^  William  Rnd- 
ley,  Nathaniel  Fn«nan,  jun.,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
GiQeqne,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  HaTriaon, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones, 
Matthew  Locke,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph'McDowell, 
Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Josiah  Parker,  Tomp- 
Bon  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Dobbs  Spaight,  Richard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stanlord, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  and  Robert  Williuas. 

Nats — John  Allen,  James  A.  Bayard,  Jonstbaa 
Brace,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G. 
Champltn,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran,  William 
Draik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Ed- 
mond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Free- 
man, Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  GUradrich,  William  Gw- 
don,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L. 
Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  KUtera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Daniel  Moi^ran,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  0. 
Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas  Pmckney,  John  Reed,  John 
Rutledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Bewail, 
William  Sbepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Tho- 
mas, Marit  Thomson,  John  £.  Von  Alen,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  WiUianu. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  made  the  order  of  tbe  day 
for  Monday  next. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  would  be  ready  to 
receive  the  managers  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  12  o'clock,  to  render  judgment  in  the 
impeachment  of  William  Blount. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  at  12  o'clock, 
in  order  to  afibrd  time  for  the  managers  of  tbe 
impeachment  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
at  the  time  proposeo. 

Monday,  January  14. 

Edward  LiTtNOBTOir,fromNew  York,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Spbiog  presented  a  petition  from  the  orphan 
children  of  Alexander  Trueman,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  the  law  of  last  session,  lor  the  relief 
of  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  killed  i:i  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  three  members. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  managers  appointed  to 
conduct  the  impeachment  against  William  Blount, 
made  a  report,  stating  that  the  managers  had,  this 
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morotng,  attended  upon  the  Senate  agreeably  to 
their  appointmeat,  and  received  the  judfrmeat  of 
the  Senate  on  the  trial  of  impeachment ;  which 
is,  that  the  plea  filed  by  the  counsel  of  the  defend- 
ant, is  sufficient ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  impeach- 
ment is  dufluned. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCY. 

The  bill  for  establishing  an  uniform  system  o.' 
bankruptcy  throaghont  tne  United  States  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled  up.  In 
the  course  of  filling  up  the  blanks,  it  was  recom- 
milled,  at  the  instaaee  of  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr. 
Bayabi^  to  make  some  amendment  in  the  prori- 
lioa  that  prohibited  uiy  bankrupt  from  receiving 
a  CNtifieate  who  had  lost,  within  twelve  months 
before  he  became  a  bsnkrapt,  —  dollars,  by 
taking  up  or  borrowing  money  at  more  than  law- 
ful interest.  Lawful  interest  it  was  stated,  was 
an  indefinite  expresnioo,  and  very  uncertain,  as  i 
lawful  interest  is  different  in  the  difierent  States. 
On  motioD  of  Mr.  Sewali.^  who  stated  a  variety 
of  ways  in  which  the  provision  might  be  eluded, 
the  claose  was  struck  out  altogether. 

The  blanks  being  filled  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  had  so  happened,  that 
daring  the  discussion  which  bad  taken  place  on 
the  several  sections  of  this  bill,  its  principle  had 
scarcely  been  touched  upon ;  no  motion  having 
been  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  which  is 
usually  done  to  bring  the  principle  of  a  bill  into 
Tiew.  He  would,  therefore,  now  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  bill  itself. 

So  far  as  he  understtiod  the  object  of  a  system 
of  bankruptcy,  it  wat  calculated  to  afford  three 
advantages ;  first,  to  check  the  career  of  a  debtor, 
who  nugh't  be  supposed  to  be  either  insolvent  or 
to  have  an  intention  of  defrauding  his  creditors, 
by  taking  possession  of  his  property  and  putting 
it  into  the  bands  of  assignees;  the  second  advan- 
tage of  such  a  system  is  an  eijual  division  of  a 
bimknipt's  effects  among  all  his  creditors,  with- 
out distinction  as  to  the  nature  of  their  debts; 
the  third  is,  the  releasement  of  unfortunate  debt- 
ors, who,  from  accident,  or  other  unforeseen  event, 
may  not  be  able  to  pay  their  debts,  not  only  from 
penonal  process,  but  from  any  future  attachment 
airainst  the  property  they  may  hereafter  acquire. 
Tbeae^  he  believed,  are  the  advantages  proposed 
by  this  system ;  and  although,  under  his  present 
impressions,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against 
the  passing  of  this  bill,  he  was  not  blind  to  these 
advantages.  Having  stated  this,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  mention  the  reasons  which,  notwithstand- 
ing these  ben^ts,  led  him  to  conclude  that  it  is 
not  proper,  at  present,  to  pass  a  general  law  on 
this  subject. 

It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  two  circum- 
stances oQgbt  to  be  admitted  as  having  existence 
in  a  country  before  a  system  of  bankruptcy  can 
be  proper,  or  ffenerally  useful ;  first,  not  only  that 
a  nation  shall  be  in  a  considerable  degree  com- 
mercial; but  atso^  that  the  different  {Hofessions 
and  oecnpatimu  are  so  distinct,  that  it  will  be 
easy  to  distinguish  between  those  who  are  tnders 
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and  come  under  a  bankrupt  law,  and  those  who 
are  not  traders,  and  ought  not  to  come  under  it. 
In  Great  Britain,  whence  this  system  is  borrowed, 
this  distinction  exists — the  different  trades  and 
occupations  of  men  being  so  well  distinguished, 
that  a  merchant  and  a  farmer  are  rarely  combineo 
in  the  same  person ;  a  merchant  is  a  merchant, 
and  nothing  but  a  merchant;  a  manufacturer  is 
only  a  manufacturer ;  a  farmer  is  merely  a  farmer; 
but  this  is  not  the  case  in  this  country.  Here,  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  difierent  professions  and 
traders  are  blended  together  in  the  same  persons ; 
the  same  man  being  frequently  a  farmer  and  a 
merchant,  and  perhaps  a  manufacturer. 

The  object  of  this  system,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  to 
apply  to  persons  only  who  follow  the  business  of 
buying  and  selling.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  as 
this  bill  is  copied  from  the  British  law,  we  mutt 
not  only  adopt  the  law^  but  the  decisions  which 
have  taken  place  upon  it  in  Great  Britain,  as  our 
guide;  from  which  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  a  man  should  get  his  living  alto- 
gether, or  principally,  from  any  trade,  to  come 
under  the  bankrupt  law,  but  if  he  blends  the  pro- 
fessions of  farmer  and  trader,  he  is  as  liable  to  be 
made  a  bankrupt,  as  if  he  were  a  trader  only. 
And  if  this  decision  is  taken,  oae-half  of  the 
people  of  this  country  may,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  be  considered  as  traders.  Go  into  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  and  you  will  scarcely  find  a 
farmer  who  is  not,  in  some  degree,  a  trader.  In 
a  grazing  part  of  the  country,  you  will  find  them 
buying  and  selling  cattle ;  in  other  parts  you  will 
find  them  distillers,  tanners,  or  brick-makers.  So 
that,  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the 
other,  the  people  are  generally  traders.  Consider, 
therefore,  that  if  thisbill  passes,  it  will  not  apply 
here  as  it  applies  in  Great  Britain,  but  extend 
much  further;  it  wilt  reach  persons  who  ought 
neither  to  be  disturbed  or  benefited  by  it.  The 
second  circumstance  essential  to  exist  in  a  country 
in  order  to  make  a  bankrupt  system  good,  or  even 
tolerable,  is  the  facility  of  converting  into  specie, 
without  much  loss,  the  kind  of  property  generally 
held  by  traders,  or  at  least  of  easily  obtaining 
credit  on  that  property. 

Among  the  acts  which  are  described  as  making 
a  man  liaole  to  become  a  baokruptare  some  whie^ 
although  they  may  be  an  eridencCj  either  of  in- 
tended fraud,  or  of  absolute  inability  of  paying, 
may  also  be  owing  only  to  a  temporary  embar- 
rassment. Yet  a  rare  failure  of  payment,  if  at- 
tended with  arrest,  or  a  mortgage,  is  considered  as 
a  symptom  of  a  person's  intention  to  defraud  his 
creditors,  and  a  reason  why  a  commission  should 
issue  against  him.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  might  be 
proper  in  a  country  where  there  is  plenty  of  cir- 
culating medium,  and  in  which  the  coods  and 
effects  of  traders  can  easily  be  converted  into  mo- 
ney. In  Great  Britain,  if  a  trader  does  not  dis- 
charge bis  engagements,  and  is  arrested,  and  re- 
mains two  months  in  prison,  or.  being  arrested  for 
debt,  shall,  in  order  to  gain  a  large  time  of  pay- 
ment, or  a  reduction  of  the  demand,  mortage  his 
or  her  goods,  or  ctmfesa  judgment,  or  give  a 
power  so  to  da**  Ac. ;  an  act  u  this  kind,  where 
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property  can  so  readily  be  turned  into  money,  may 
iw  considered  as  a  proof  of  an  unwillingness  to 
pay,  or  as  a  design  to  wrong  the  creditors  of  the 
person  who  does  ii;  but  the  circumstances  of  this 
country  are  very  differeni,  and  this  formed  his 
principal  objection  to  this  bill. 

In  the  first  place,  a  great  part  of  property  held 
by  great  numbers  of  the  traders  of  this  country, 
oat  of  the  cities,  and  of  many  in  the  cities,  is 
landed  property,  and  not  personal.  It  is  kaown 
that  personal  property  can  generally  be  converted 
into  money.  Personal  property  has  always  a  cer- 
tain price  current ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  with 
respect  to  land.  The  value  of  land  depends  more 
npon  opinion,  and  is  therefore  less  certain ;  and, 
on  this  aeeoont,  when  a  man  wants  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  on  a  sadden,  he  will  generally  make  a 
ftr  less  sacrifice  in  disposing  of  personal  than  of 
landed  jwoperty.  Besides,  there  is  no  proportion 
between  the  facility-  of  sellii^  landed  property 
here  and  in  Great  Britain,  nor  as  to  the  quantity 
held  by  traders.  The  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
for  instance,  own  a  much  larger  property  inland, 
compared  with  their  ability,  than  the  same  de- 
scription of  persons  in  London;  and.  if  the  com; 
parisoD  be  extended  out  of  the  large  cities,  the  dis- 
similarity will  be  much  greater.  Add  to  this, 
what  he  before  mentioned,  that  farmers  and  tra- 
ders are  generally  blended  in  one  character,  and 
it  will  show  the  unfitness  of  this  country  for  a 
bankrupt  system. 

The  consequence  of  a  bankrupt  law  here,  Mr. 
G.  said,  would  be  that  many  honest  men,  who  are 
oerfectly  able  to  pay  all  their  debts,  and  have  a 
nandsorae  surplusage,  if  time  were  giren  them, 
would  be  made  bankrupts,  and  have  their  property 
taken  from  them  and  sold  for  much  less  than 
would  satisfy  the  demands  of  their  creditors. 
That  there  is  this  difficaltr  in  selling  lands,  Mr. 
G.  referred  to  the  laws  of  tne  several  Slates,  some 
of  which  provide  that  land  shall  not  be  sold  at  all 
for  the  payment  of  debts,  and  others  that  it  shall 
not  be  sold  under  a  certain  time.  In  some  of  the 
Southern  States  the  former  is  the  case.  In  some 
of  the  Eastorn  States,  when  land  is  taken  in  exe- 
cution, an  appraisement  is  made  of  it,  and  it  can- 
not be  sold,  except  the  creditor  will  take  it  at  its 
Taluatiou. 

In  Pennsylvania,  where  he  believed  debts  are 
as  well  paid  as  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  if  an 
execution  is  obtained  on  land,  the  debtor  may 
siunmon  a  jury  to  make  a  valuation  of  it,  and  if 
the  jury  be  of  opinion  that  the  land  will  pay  the 
debt,  with  interest,  in  seven  years, thelaud  cannot 
be  sold.  These  laws,  said  Mr.  G.,  nave  been  found 
necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  sacrificing  of 
land  a.t  a  rate  so  much  below  its  value  as  it  must 
loraetimes  be  sold  for,-  if  it  were  always  liable  to 
be  sold  for  debt,  as  personal  property. 

If  this  bill  should  pass,  all  those  State  regula- 
tumi  respecting  the  sale  of  land  would  fall  to  the 
gioond  under  the  bankrupt  system,  and,  from  this 
cureamstance,  a  great  number  of  persons  would  be 
iavcdTed  in  rain,  who  at  pveaeut  bdieve  them- 
acL-WB  in  comfortable  cireomstances.  The  effect 
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of  this  law  will  be  that  one  foolish  or  ill-natured 
creditor  may  issue  out  a  commission  against  a 
trader,  which  will  ruin  him,  though  all  the  rest  of 
his  creditors,  being  more  wise'  and  considerate, 
might  be  disposed  to  allow  their  debtor  time; 
knowing  that  while  the  property  remained  in  hit 
own  hands,  his  exertions  would  be  greater  to  get 
its  value,  than  if  it  were  taken  from  him  and  pat 
into  tbe  hands  of  assignees,  who  will  not  be  dis- 
posed to  take  any  extraordinary  pains  to  dispoit 
of  it  for  its  full  value.  Perhaps,  aa  it  may  raalc 
to  personal  property,  the  asngoee*  might  dispose 
of  It  nearly  &s  well  as  the  owner ;  bat  this  woald 
never  be  tbe  case  with  respect  to  land.  Nor  woold 
the  only  evil  be  neglect,  or  a  want  of  attentioa  to 
the  interest  of  tbe  bankrupt.  The  basiness  woald 
be  wholly  in  their  power,  and  he  apprehended  a 
door  would  be  opened  to  more  fnud  than  the  acts 
of  this  kind  have  produced  in  Great  Britain, 
though  they  have  been  there  very  great. 

These,  said  Mr.  G.,  are  the  general  objeciiOM 
which  I  have  to  this  bill.  I  have  some  others  of 
less  moment.  In  the  first  place,  this  law  comes 
at  once  upon  tbe  United  Slates,  and  will  subvert 
all  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several  States  wher- 
ever it  operates.  Though  he  allowed  the  princi- 
ple to  be  a  good  one,  that,  where  a  man  cannot 
pay  the  whole  of  his  debts,  all  his  creditors  should 
receive  an  equal  share  of  bis  property;  yet  it 
would  be  hard  upon  a  man,  who  had  for  two  or 
three  years  past  been  endeavoring  to  obtain  ju^ 
ment  against  his  debtor,  to  be  len  to  bear  aU  die 
expenses  of  his  suit,  and  come  in  with  other  cre- 
ditors under  a  commission  of  bankruptcy. 

Another  inconvenience,  which  had  been  fore- 
seen and  attempted  to  be  remedied,  hat  which 
had  not  been  remedied,  would  be  with  respect  to 
bona  fide  sales  made  by  a  bankrupt  to  persons 
who  had  no  knowledge  of  an  act  of  bankraptcy 
having  been  committed. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  a  bankrupt  law  is  to  pass  at  all, 
this  bill  is  ill-timed.  It  ought  rather  to  have 
been  passed  at  a  time  when  our  commerce  was  in 
a  more  flourishing  state  than  it  is  at  present,  as  it 
was  then  more  in  the  power  of  traders  to  pay  their 
debts  punctually.  He  was  not  able  to  jaf^  itf 
the  sitaation  itf  th«  United  Staiea  at  large  in  diii 
respect;  but  in  the  put  of  country  from  which 
he  came^  he  knew  that  three  years  ago  it  wooU 
not  have  affected  them  in  the  least.  All  tbe  shop- 
keepers were  then  able  to  make  their  remitiaacei 
regularly  ;  but  now,  from  the  scarcity  of  circola- 
ting  medium,  the  fall  of  produce  in  some  parts, 
the  failure  oi  trade  in  others,  the  capture  of  our 
property  by  foreign  nations,  the  disorders  which 
have  for  two  years  afflicted  our  metropolis,  and 
from  the  fall  which  has  taken  place  in  the  |Hriee 
of  land,  there  is  a  greater  dimculty  among  the 
shopkeepers  in  making  payment  of  their  debts  in 
the  cities,  than  was  ever  before  experienced. 
They  want  more  time;  and  to  throw  their  pnh 
perty  into  the  hands  of  assignees  by  means  of  tbia 
Uiw,  woald  make  the  matter  still  worse.  Gentle* 
men  who  came  from  other  paYts  of  the  Unjra 
would  be  better  aUe  to  state  the  manner  in  which 
thialawwoaMnffectthemdunheeoalddo.  Be 

Digitized  by  Google 


Uniform  Bankruptcy. 


2653 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2654 


Jahuabt,  1799.] 


Un^rm  Bankruptcy. 


[H.  OPR. 


beliered,  in  same  parb^it  would  bear  more  hardly 
than  in  Fenniylvania. 

Hr  O.  nid,  he  would  not  pretend  to  examine 
all  the  details  of  this  bill ;  bnt  he  would  take  some 
notice  of  three  of  its  clauses.  One  of  them  is  the 
exelosion  of  a  certain  descriptinn  of  persons  who 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  bill  passes  at  all,  to 
be  included.  And  the  reason  of  this  arises  from 
tbe  difference  of  circnmstaaces  between  this 
country  and  Qreat  Britain.  In  that  country,  land 
is  not  an  article  of  merchandise.  No  set  of  per- 
sons there  follow  the  business  of  buving  and  sell- 
ing land,  ajid  it  is  well  und^stood,  [Deielbre,  that 
those  persons  dealii^  in  land  are  not  included 
wiikin  their  bankrupt  law.  But.  if  any  descrip- 
tion of  persons  in  this  cooatry  oogbt  to  be  ^aced 
under  a  law  of  this  kind — if  it  were  necessary  to 
•top  any  description  of  persons  in  their  career,  not 
onfy  OD  their  own  aeconotj  bat  because  they  are 
inrolring  thousands  in  their  mm— it  ialaad'job- 
bers;  because  they  make  land  as  much  a  mer- 
chandise as  a  merchant  does  his  goods. 

In  what  situation,  asked  Mr.  G.,  are  persons  of 
this  description  placed  i  In  this:  If  thev  do  not 
choose  it,  they  need  not  eome  under  this  law,  but 
may  bugh  at  rheir  creditors;  but  if  any  of  them 
eoneeire  they  shall  be  benefited  by  coming  under 
it*  proristons.  they  hare  nothing  more  to  do  than 
commence  some  other  sort  of  trade,  for  a  short 
time,  aiid  then  become  bankrupts ;  so  that  they 
are  put  in  the  best  possible  sitaatioa  for  them- 
fdres,  and  the  worst  for  their  creditors. 

He  beliered  there  was  another  description  of 
persons  not  included  in  this  bill.  Perhaps,  how- 
erer.  he  was  mistaken ;  if  so,  gentlemen  would 
doubtless  put  him  right.  Persons  holding  bank 
stock,  or  any  other  public  securities,  are  not  con- 
sidered as  traders,  because  these  securities  are 
not  considered  as  merchandise.  So  that  it  ap- 
pears that  land-jobbers,  and  stock-jobbers,  are 
neither  of  them  mcluded  under  this  act ;  wbere- 
as,  from  what  we  hare  seen  of  bubbles  in  this 
eoaotry,  he  thought  them  a  thousand  times  more 
likdy  to  happen  among  this  description  than  any 
other. 

When,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  is  known  that  laws  of 
this  kind  have  been  found  so  deficient  in  their  ex- 
eeation  ia  Great  Britain,  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  add  penalty  upon 
penalty,  and  to  follow  fraud  from  pkee  to  place, 
we  ought  to  pause  before  we  introduce  the  system 
bere,  where,  from  the  sparseness  of  our  popula- 
tion, it  will  be  so  moch  more  difficult  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  If.  in  Great  Britain,  where  business 
of  tbu  kind  lies  comparatively  within  a  small 
compass,  where  ererytbing[  is  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  tribunal  by  which  the  commission  is 
issued,  so  much  fraud  is  practised  that  the  becom- 
ing hankropt  is  known  to  be  a  kind  of  trade,  not- 
Vilhstandiog  all  the  sanguinary  laws  which  have 
been  passed  to  punish  these  frauds,  he  did  not  be- 
liere  it  could  be  carried  into  effect  in  any  tolera- 
ble manner  here.  So  great,  indeed,  have  been  the 
evils  attending  this  system  in  that  country  that 
the  most  sensible  writers  on  the  sul^ect  doubt 


whether  bankrupt  laws  have  not,  upon  the  wh(^ 
done  more  harm  than  good. 

In  this  country,  said  Mr.  0.,  it  will  be  stilt  more 
difficult  to  guard  against  these  frauds,  as  we  have 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  providing  such  a  guard, 
and  heavy  penalties  will  be  found  necessary. 
Even  in  this  bill,  which  is  the  first  essay  on  the 
subject,  he  found  proceedings  very  repugnant  to 
his  feelings.  He  would  mention  one,  which  was, 
the  Commissioners  have  powet  to  examine  the 
wife  of  a  bankrupt  upon  oath,  for  the  discovery  of 
concealed  raoperty.  and  if  she  does  not  appear,  or 
refuses  to  be  sworn,  she  is  to  suffer  an  imprison- 
ment of  from  two  to  ten  yearsl  So  that,  in  the 
very  ouisM  of  this  business,  the  fear  of  fraud 
makes  it  necessary  to  overthrow  all  our  xegola- 
tions  of  common  law,andcansea  wife  to  beealled 
as  a  witness  against  her  hustMud. 

Mr.  G.  believed,  howeverj  that  the  system 
might  produce  good  in  large  cities,  but  no  whe» 
else.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  capital  in  America, 
which  might  be  loaned  upon  interest,  was  accu- 
mulated to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  the  banks,  and  these  gave  relief  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  cities  who  might,  if  they  iuid  pro- 
perty, have  on  any  emergency  recourse  to  them; 
whereas,  if  a  storekeeper  in  the  country  wants 
money,  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  mortgaging 
real  property  before  he  can  obtain  iL  If  the  law 
only  applied  to  cities  he  wutild  vote  for  it,  but  he 
could  not  coaseot  to  oppress  the  country  traders 
by  such  a  system.  Gentlemen  have  attempted, 
indeed,  to  define  the  law  so  as  that  it  may  fall  only 
upou  large  traders,  by  declaring  that  no  man  who 
does  not  owe  one  tliousand  dollars  to  one  creditor, 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  two,  or  to  more  than 
two,  two  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
made  a  bankrupt.  But  this  provision,  said  Mr. 
Q.,  must  hereafter  be  changed,  because  traders 
of  this  description  would  complain,  and  with 
justice,  that  they  are  deprived  of  the  same  rem- 
edy against  their  debtors,  which  had  been  apj^tcd 
to  them. 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  G.  believed  that,  if  such 
a  system  is  wanted,  it  is  much  too  unwieldy  to  be 
managed  as  proposed  in  this  bill,  and  he  thought 
it  better  for  such  States  as  might  want  them,  to 
pass  bankrupt  laws.  But  he  believed  it  to  be  a 
good  evidence  to  prove  that  they  did  not  want 
them,  that  the^  had  not  genenlly  passed' them. 
He  had  heard  it  said,  that  the  reason  of  this  was. 
that  they  expected  that  the  United  States  would 
pass  a  general  law,  as  authorized  to  do  by  tbe 
ConAitution. 

Mr.  G.  knew,  that  this  had  not  been  the  reason 
which  had  formerly  actuated  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  there  has  been  no  bankrupt 
law  for  several  yeaxa.  He  was  himself  in  the  Le- 
gislature when  it  expired,  and  there  was  a  verr 
general  vote  against  it»  being  renewed,  though 
many  respeetaUe  merchants;  and  particularly  the 
city  memners,  were  then  anxious  to  see  one  pass- 
ed, from  the  idea  that  a  majority  of  the  Federal 
Legislature  could  never  be  persuaded  to  pass  a 
general  law  on  the  subject.  But  it  was  not  renew- 
ed, becaoae  it  had  bem  found  productire  of  no- 
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thing  but  fraud ;  and,  if  inqairy  was  made  in  other 
States,  it  would  be  found  that  the  reason  why 
bankrupt  laws  had  not  been  passed,  was  not  from 
an  expeclatioQ  that  the  United  Stales  would  pass 
a  law  upou  the  subject,  but  from  their  dislike  of 
the  system  itself.  The  fact  is,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that 
we  are  now  asked  to  pass  this  bill  by  the  minori- 
ties in  the  several  State  Legistatures,  who  hare 
been  unable  to  get  a  State  law  on  this  subject. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  when  reported,  was  not 
to  apply  to  debis  eontfaeted  before  the  parsing  of 
this  act ;  but  this  elaose  has  been  ezpanged.  Gien- 
tlemen  had  said  tbat,  notwitfasianding  this,  the 
law  is  not  tx  poat  facto.  Agreed,  tbat  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  is  cor- 
rect, it  will  not  be  said  that  the  law  will  not  have 
n  retrospective  effect.  When  a  person  contracted 
a  debt,  before  the  passing  of  this  law,  if  he  did  not 
eoDtemplate  any  such  law,  he  ought  not  to  be 
aflfected  by  it ;  for  if  he  had  known  that  if  he  did 
not  pay  at  a  certain  time,  he  might  be  made  a 
bankrupt  of,  it  is  probable  he  would  not  have  con- 
tracted the  debt.  It  would  operate  in  the  same 
manner  with  respect  to  creditors,  for  though 
many  creditors  are  pleased  with  this  law,  others 
are  not.  He  knew  he  had  some  debts  owing 
which  he  looked  upon  as  rather  doubtlul,  but  he 
considered  them  as  made  more  precarious  bj  this 
law.  ^  An  individual,  if  not  oppressed  by  this  act, 
might  pay  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound,  but  if 
made  a  bankrupt,  might  not  pay  ten  shillings.  At 
all  events,  it  would  place  both  debtors  and  cred- 
itors in  a  different  situation  from  their  present 
one. 

Present  debtors,  Mr.  O.  said,  ougbt  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  the  bill  altogether, 
that  debtors  and  creditors  might  remain  on  the 
same  footing  that  they  were  upon  before  the  law 
passed. 

Mr.  O.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  thns 
stated  his  objections  to  this  nill,  and  should  be 
glad  to  have  further  light  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
jecL  At  present  he  thought  the  bill  ought  not  to 
pass. 

ToesDAY,  January  15. 

Mr.  Habpeb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  said  (hat  that  committee  having  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  plan 
for  digesting  and  arranging  into  one  act  all  the 
laws  imposmg  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  and  on  stills,  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  have  it  printed,  and  had  de&irei^  him 
to  ask  leave  to  do  so.  Granted. 

Mr.  Habpeb,  from  the  same  committee,  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution: 

"  Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means 
hcve  leave  to  rapwt  a  bUl  to  andioriaa  the  reiiDbanw- 
ment  of  moaej  advuieod  by  oor  Cmsab  for  the  aid 
of  mek  and  dsstitalo  nunen  in  finngn  countries." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  twdve  cents  a  day  were  allow- 
ed by  law  to  our  Consuls  for  every  seaman  who 
dull  stand  in  need  of  support ;  but  this  had  been 
fotwd  an  inadequate  aUowanee  for  the  present 
times.  Last  session  thirty  thousand  ddUars  were 
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appropriated  for  this  object  for  the  Isst  year;  he 
supposed  $20,000  might  be  wanted  for  this;  but 
the  committee  tbou^t  it  necessary  to  have  the 
expenditures  authorized,  before  the  appropriation 
was  made. 

The  resolution  being  agreed  to.  Mr.  H.  report- 
ed a  bill  for  this  purpose ;  whico  wab  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  leave 
to  report  a  Inll  making  appropriati<ms  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1799.  Granted. 
Mr.  H.  al^o  proposed  the  following  resolution: 
"Retohedj  Thstso  maidittf  the  rqwrt  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  u  relatn 
to  the  act  or  acts  respecting  the  compensation  of  Clerks, 
be  referred  to  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Means." 

The  compensation  of  the  Clerks  here  r«ferted 
to  had  been  made  by  a  renewal  of  this  actat  every 
session.  In  order  to  prevent  this  trouble,  the  c<Hn- 
mittee  think  it  will  be  best  to  pass  a  permaneBt 
law  upon  the  subject  The  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPTCT. 
The  Speaker  having  declared  that  the  businesi 
first  in  order  was  the  Bankrupt  bill  on  its  third 
reading — 

Mr.  Bavabd  said,  be  wished  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  this  bill  and  particularly  in  in- 
swer  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  yesterday. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  B.  observed,  that  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  power  is  given 
to  Congress  to  |^  an  uniform  bankrupt  law  ; 
and  the  power  being  thus  surrendered  by  toe  indi- 
vidual States,  he  conceived  that  no  power  any 
longer  existed  in  any  of  the  Stales  to  pass  a  law 
on  this  subject.  It  is  a  doctrine  warmly  advoca- 
ted by  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House,  that  Con- 
gress possesses  no  power  which  is  not  ezpresslv 
given  to  it  by  the  Constitution ;  and  he  supposeo, 
where  a  power  is  expressly  given,  it  would  follow, 
from  the  same  reasoning,  it  is  no  longer  possessed 
by  the  States  individually,  since  it  cannot  exist 
in  both;  and  being  vested  with  the  United  States, 
it  is  incumbent  apon  Congress,  in  his  opinion,  to 
exercise  it. 

This,  Mr.  B.  said,  might  aceonnt  for  the  rejc^' 
tton  of  the  Innkmpt  laws  in  the  Legialatnre'of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man  from  that  State,  yesterday,  and  also  fbr  some 
of  the  other  States  Having  passed  no  laws  upon 
this  subject;  and  not.  as  had  neen  represented,  he- 
cause  such  a  system  is  disliked  by  the  different 
States. 

The  necessity  of  a  bankrupt  law,  Mr.  B.  stated, 
results  wherever  a  nation  is  in  any  considerable 
degree  commercial.  No  commercial  people  can 
be  well  governed  without  it.  Wherever  there  is 
an  extensive  commerce,  extensive  credits  mtist 
necessarily  be  given.  Debts  of  great  magnitude 
must  be  contracted;  and  the  most  honest  and  pru- 
dent man  may,  by  accidents  and  misfortunes  inci- 
dent to  commerce,  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
making  ^ood  his  engagements.  In  a  state  so- 
ciety, chiefly  agricultural,  a  hankrapt  system  is  not 
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wanted,  because  credits  of  so  great  ao  eztcDt  are 
not  girea,  nor  are  persons  engaged  in  pursuits 
liable  to  so  many  uubreseen  accidents.  It  is  on 
this  accoant  that  a  bankrapt  law  distiognlshes 
between  these  two  classes  of  men. 

The  principle  of  a  bankrupt  law,  said  Mr.  B.,  is 
peeuliarijr  applicahte  to  merchant  and  is  mani- 
festly calculated  (at  the  ben^t  of  both  debtor  and 
creditor.  The  experience  of  seroal  years  has 
shown  the  want  of  sach  a  system  in  this  coontry. 
We  hare  seen,  said  he,  men  going  on  in  specula- 
tire  schemes,  by  means  of  fictitious  credit,  impos- 
ing^ upon  the  community,  and  amassing  property 
by  contracting  debts  to  an  immense  amount,  with- 
out an  intention  to  pay,  and  ultimately  failing,  to 
the  ruin  of  thousands  of  individuals.  These  debt- 
ors,  with  means  to  pay  in  their  possession,  have, 
notwithstanding,  held  their  creditors  at  arm*s 
length,  and  bid  them  defiance.  Every  process 
known  to  tbe  laws  of  this  country  has  proved  in- 
effectual to  obtain  justice  from  persons  of  this 
description.  It  has  been  owing  to  this,  that  thou- 
sand ttf  fortunes  and  families  nare  been  prostra- 
ted and  ruined;  whereas,  if  a  law  of  this  kind  had 
been  in  force,  it  would  hare  been  in  the  power  of 
creditors  to  have  arrested  the  career  of  such  per- 
ama,  and  to  have  obliged  them  to  make  a  just  dis- 
tribution of  their  property;  and,  by  this  means, 
many  families  might  have  been  iKeserved  from 
beggary.  He  hoped  it  would  not  longer  be 
delayed. 

Gentlemen  are  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  expect  this 
to  be  a  perfect  system;  they  are  not  to  expect.it, 
because  it  is  a  human  system;  nor,  in  a  law  of 
such  ext^isive  operation  as  the  present,  could  it 
be  expected  that  the  great  advantages  that  will 
result  from  it,  should  not  be  connect^  with  some 
evils-,  bat  a  wise  legislator  will  not  inquire  whether 
any  bad  consequences  will  arise  from  a  law,  but 
wliethen  upon  the  whole,  the  tout  ensemble,  it  will 
not  pfoance  more  good  than  evil. 

There  is  no  man  who  will  not  sa^  diat,  if  an 
hmuBt  merchant,  from  the  loss  of  his  shipS|  or 
other  unforeseen  misfortunes,  is  become  unable  to 

Cjr  the  whole  of  his  debts,  he  should  be  liable  to 
imprisoned  to  the  end  of  bis  life,  and  thereby 
be  lost  to  his  family,  his  friends,  and  the  commu- 
nity. Under  such  circumstances  it  is  reasonable 
that  bis  creditors  shotUd  accept  of  his  property 
equally  among  them,  and  have  him  at  liberty  to 
b^in  the  wond  anew,  as  such  a  treatment  will 
inspire  a  man  with  activity  in  making  a  future 
provision  for  himself  and  family;  but  if  a  person 
m  such  a  situation  is  told  that  any  exertions  which 
be  may  make  shall  not  go  to  the  benefit  of  him- 
self or  his  family,  but  to  his  creditors,  all  his 
hopes  are  blasted,  and  he  has  no  motive  for  indus- 
trf  or  frumlity,  and  he  is  lost  to  himself  and  tbe 
world.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  are  the  important 
adTaotages  to  be  ikrived  fnmt  a  bankrupt  system. 

The  gentlemu  from  Pennsylvania  had  men- 
tioned another  advantage  arising  from  this  sys- 
tem; which  is,  that  the  property  a  bankrupt 
is  divide.l  equally  among  all  nis  creditors.  This, 
Mid  Mr.  B.,  is  a  sound  and  just  principle.  Where 
a  ■HUB  owes  a  number  of  debts  which  he  is  not 
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able  to  pay  in  full,  it  u  a  principle  ofcommtm 
justice,  that  he  should  pay  an  equal  proportion  to 

each. 

It  would  be  necessary.  Mr.  B.  said,  to  consider 
the  disadvantages  which  are  thrown  into  the  scale 
to  weigh  against  these  advantages. 

The  first  objection  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  brought  against  this  bill,  wuj 
that  trades  or  professions  are  not  sufficiently  murki- 
ed  in  this  country,  to  admit  a  system  of  this 
kind.  This  evil,  Mr.  B.  said,  arose  in  the  gentle- 
man's mind  from  his  having  taken  a  view  <tf  so- 
ciety, instead  of  this  law;  because,  if  he  looted 
into  the  law,  he  would  fijid  that  its  operation  i» 
confined  to  professions  as  distinct  in  this  couatry 
as  in  any  other.  The  error  might  also  be  strength^ 
ened  from  the  gentleman's  having  read  the  specu- 
lative works  of  Britiith  writers  on  this  subject, 
instead  of  having  attended  to  the  practical  eSeetM- 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  It  ought  to  be  obs^-ved,  Mr. 
B.  said,  that  the  description  of  a  bankrapt  is  not 
the  same  in  this  bill,  as  in  the' British  law.  The 
indefinite  and  vagne  description,  so  objeotioinUe 
in  the  British  statute,  was  purposelv  omitted  in 
this  bill,  because  it  was  liable  to  me  objeetion- 
which  had  been  brought  on  this  head.  These 
words  are  used  in  that  law,  "that  all  persons 
seeking  their  trade  of  living  by  buying  and  selling, 
shall  be  liable  to  made  tAokrupts."  And  if  th* 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  will  examine  the 
English  reports,  he  will  find  that  all  the  embar- 
rassments which  have  arisen  in  their  courts  on 
this  law,  have  arisen  principally  from  these  va^iie- 
expressions.  The  terms  used  in  this  hill  being 
definite,  the  Commissioners  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  ascertaining  who  comes  within  the  law,  and' 
who  does  not.  In  some  cases,  indeed,  there  mi^^t 
be  some  difficulty,  but  he  believed  it  would  seldom 
happen.  The  professitms  of  the  cler^,  lawyers, 
and  doctors,  are  as  distinct  here  as  in  any  oAcr 
country;  so  is  that  of  merchant. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  -vrould  refer  to  tbe  pomt  of  mi» 
take  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
description  of  persons  included  under  this  law 
are,  "any  merchant,  or  other  person,  actoallT 
using  the  trade  of  merchandise,  by  buying  and 
selling  in  gross  or  by  retail,  or  dealing  in  exchan^ 
or  as  a  banker,  broker,  factor,  underwriter,  or  in- 
surer." Is  there  any  obscurity,  said  Mr.  B.,  in 
this  description?  What  is  meant  hy  veing?  It 
does  not  relate  to  a  single  act.  Use  implies  time. 
It  is  the  same  with  usage,  and  usage  supnoses  n 
considerable  time.  It  is  not  a  single  act  which  is 
to  make  the  character  of  a  man,  but  his  prominent 
oocupation.  If  the  gentleman  says  he  cannot 
understand  this  term,  ne  cannot  ascertain  a  mer- 
chant's warehouse  when  be  sees  the  goods  on  the 
shelves.  That  there  might  be  some  cases  of  diffi- 
culty, he  would  not  doubt.  To  make  a  law  of 
this  magnitude  absolutely  perfect^  would  be  to  do 
what  was  never  yet  done.  All  the  descriptions  of 
persona  here  enumerated^  which  are  only  six  m 
number,  are  perfectly  distinct,  and  cannot  be  mis* 
taken.  Thesesixdescriptionsofpersonsaresin^led 
out  flrom  the  rest  of  the  oommuntty ;  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  any  intelligent,  wdl-meaning  mui  to 
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take  up  this  law,  without  being  able  to  decide  who 
is,  and  who  is  not,  included  within  it.  The  objec- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  not, 
therefore^  aoud;  as  this  bill  will  not,  like  the  Eng- 
Usli  law,  include  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  graziers. 

Anotber  objeoiion  is  brought  a^inst  this  bill, 
vbieh  appears  to  be  more  relied  upon,  and  which 
is  in  its  nature  more  calculated  to  make  an  im- 
IHVssion  on  this  House,  which  is,  that  where  a 
man  is  unable  to  fulfil  his  engagement,  b^  payii^ 
his  debt,  when  it  becomes  du^  his  creditors  will 
have  the  power  immediately  lo  make  him  a  bank- 
rupt The  whole  fallacy  of  this  argument  was 
owins  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  hav- 
ing t Aen  for  granted  what  is  not  true,  viz :  that  a 
mere  inability  to  pay  a  debt  is  a  suflSeient  ground 
for  declaring  a  man  a  baitkrupt.  By  looking  into 
the  bill  it  will  be  found  that  a  man  may  be  insol- 
weatj  and  yet  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  his 
creditor  to  make  him  a  bankrupt,  however  malig- 
nant he  may  be.  The  great  principle  of  this  law 
being  that  its  energies  cannot  be  called  into  ope- 
ratioD,  except  in  cans  of  fraud.  A  man  can  do 
no  act  which  can  make  htm  a  bankrupt  without 
a  fraudulent  intent;  and  where  a  person  is  intent 
upon  some  scheme  by  which  he  means  to  delay 
the  payinent  of  his  debts,  or  to  defraud  his  credi- 
tors, it  is  right  he  should  be  stopped  in  bis  career; 
but  in  ease  of  insolvency,  or  a  man  possessing 
property  which  he  cannot  sell,  the  law  will  not 
apply;  such  a  man,  if  he  be  disposed  to  pay  his 
debts,  may  have  as  much  time  as  he  pleases,  to  en- 
able liim  to  dispose  of  his  property.  Id  proof  of  this, 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  acts  described  in  the  bill  as 
constituting  acts  of  bankruptcy.  After  describing 
what  classes  of  persons  shall  be  liable  to  become 
bankrupts,  the  bul  goes  on  to  say.  "shall,  with  in- 
tent unlawfully  to  delajr  or  defraud  his  or  her 
creditors,  depart  from  tne  State  in  which  such 
person  usually  resides,  or  conceal  him  or  herself 
therein,  or  keep  his  or  her  house,  or  suflbr  him  or 
herself  witliugly  to  be  arrested  for  debt,  or  other 
just  demand  not  due  or  accrued,  or  surrender  him 
or  herselftoprison,or  willingly  or  fraudulently  pro- 
cure him  or  herself  to  be  arrested,  or  his  or  her 
lands,  goods,  money,  or  chattels  to  be  attached,  se- 
questered, or  taken  in  execution,  or  shall  secretly 
convey  his  or  her  goods  out  of  his  or  her  house,  or 
conceal  them  to  prevent  their  being  taken  in  exe- 
cution, or  make  or  cause  to  be  made  any  fraudu- 
lent conveyance  of  his  or  her  lands,  or  chattels,  or 
make  or  admit  any  false  or  fraudulent  security  oi 
evidence  of  debt,  where  valuable  consideration  has 
not  been  received,  or  being  arrested  for  debt,  shall 
remain  in  prison  two  months  or  more,  or  escape 
tiierefrora,  or  being  arrested  for  debt,  shall,  in 
order  to  gain  a  longer  time  of  payment,  or  a  re- 
daction of  the  demand,  mortgage  bis  or  her  goods 
or  lands,  or  confess  judgment,  or  give  a  power  so 
to  dc^  or  being  privileged  from  arrest,  shall  not, 
within  two  months  af^r  notice,  in  writing.  leA  at 
his  or  her  house,  of  any  debt  or  demand,  satisfy 
the  same,  or  enter  an  appearance  to  an  action 
brought  therefor,  in  the  connty  or  district  where 
be  or  she  nsaally  resides,— every  such  person  shall 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  a  Imnkrupt."    In  all 
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these  cases,  Mr.  B.  said,  theact  must  be  proved,  to 
the  saUsfacttou  of  a  jury,  to  be  with  a  naudulent 
intent.  Indeed,  aU  the  cases  here  enumerated, 
are  based  on  fraud;  therefore  the  objection  of  the 
difficulty  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  property  does 
not  apply ;  for,  if  a  nun  ^o  on  in  the  straight  path 
of  int^rity,  he  is  at  all  times  out  of  the  power  of 
his  creditor  under  this  law;  and  if  be  diverges 
from  that  path^  the  sooner  his  [mperty  is  distri- 
buted among  his  creditors,  the  better,  since  it  is  an 
an  act  of  justice. 

lu  support  of  the  objection  which  I  am  consid- 
ering, it  IS  said  that,  in  the  Southern  States  land 
is  not  liable  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  that  in  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  if  the 
land  will  pay  the  debt  for  which  it  is  taken  in  ex- 
ecution, with  interest,  in  a  certain  time,  it  is  not 
liable  to  be  sold.  The  gentleman  from  Peonsyl- 
vania  has  adduced  these  instances  to  show,  that 
this  State  policy  was  founded  upon  the  idea  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  convert  land  into  money. 
But,  said  Mr.  B.,  give  me  leave  to  tell  that  gen- 
tlemen, he  is  most  palpably  mistaken  as  to  the 
reason  of  this  law  with  respect  to  the  sale  of 
land.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  State  policy,  or 
the  idea  that  land  cannot  be  converted  into  money. 
It  is  a  remnant  of  the  feudal  system,  of  the 
principle  of  the  ancient  aristocracy  of  England, 
which  was  imported  hither  from  that  country  by 
our  ancestors.  In  some  of  the  States  it  has  worn 
away  to  a  certain  degree;  in  others  it  exists  as 
fully  as  in  England.  Will  it  satisfy  the  gentle- 
man to  be  informed,  that  a  similar  law  exists  in 
England  at  the  present  time'?  Lands,  generally 
speaking,  are  not  more  liable  to  be  sold  there  than 
in  Virginia;  though  it  is  admitted  that  there  no 
difficufty  exists  of  converting  land  into  money. 

But,  in  England,  the  bankrupt  law  baa  correct- 
ed this  aristocratic  policy ;  for,  however  demo- 
cratic the  refwesentatives  from  the  State  where 
this  law  is  in  force  may  be,  this  law  is  doubtlen 
of  ari!>tocratie  origin,  and  is  an  aristocratic  Uw, 
though  it  seems  to  be  a  favorite  with  them.  Bm 
so  desirous  was  England  to  make  this  policy  give 
way  to  the  more  liberal  views  of  commerce,  that 
the  land  of  a  bankrupt  was  made  liable  to  be  sold 
in  common  with  bis  other  property.  And  is  it 
not  an  unjust  principle,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  s 
nation  so  commercial  as  we  are,  land  should  not 
be  liable  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debtl 
What  is  the  consequence  of  such  a  principle? 
What  have  the  learned  writers  of  England  said, 
was  the  result  of  the  principle  there  1  Owing  to 
the  extensive  credits  there  given,  and  without 
which  trade  cannot  exist,  immense  sums  got  into 
the  hands  of  merchants,  who  invested  their  money 
in  land,  and  a  person  dying  personally  poor  would 
leave  a  rich  posterity.  Such  a  principle  goes  to 
tluB  root  of  eommerciid  credit }  because  a  mar- 
chant  must  know,  that  if  he  gives  credit  to  a 
large  amount,  that  the  whole  of  that  money  may 
be  vested  in  land  bv  bis  debtor,  and  then  he  can- 
not touch  it.  So  tnat  a  fraudulent  debtor  may,  in 
this  way,  set  his  creditors  at  defiance.  Com- 
merce, and  a  law  like  thiSjCannol  live  and  flour- 
ish on  the  same  soil.  Will  it,  said  Mr.  B.,  be 
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said,  that  if  I  advaoce  a  mao  a  thousaad  dollars, 
he  soall  be  at  liberty  to  invest  it  in  land,  and  then 
bid  me  defiance,  when,  perhaps,  I  am  distressed 
for  want  of  a  return  of  my  money  at  the  appoiat- 
edtime?  Does  not  common  honesty  revolt  at  a 
practice  of  this  kind?  No  honest  man,  one 
would  suppose,  could  espouse  so  unreasonable  a 
doctrine.  Instead,  thereiore,  of  its  being  an  ob- 
jection to  this  bill,  that  it  will  throw  down  so 
comiriete  a  guard  for  fraud  as  such  laws  are,  it 
OQght  to  be  valued  for  it,  as  it  will  do  away  a  great 
obrtacle  to  the  free  circulation  of  our  commerce. 
Those  gentlemen  who  think  it  is  not  worth  our 
while  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  revenue  derived 
from  commerce,  would  do  wrong  to  vole  for  this 
bilL  because  it  is  a  law  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
mercial people ;  they  will  act  in  conformity  to 
their  principles  to  oppose  it ;  but  those  who  know 
how  to  appreciate  the  value  of  our  commerce, 
will  certainly  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  B.  believed,  that,  till  lately,  the  law  of  pri- 
mogeniture existed  in  some  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  which  was  also  a  law  made  for  the  sup- 
port of  British  aristocracy.  In  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  he  believed,  it  existed  as  long  as  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Union.  This  law  has  gradually 
worn  away,  and  now  the  children  of  a  family 
are  all  put  on  the  same  footing. 

He  mmitioaed  this  to  show  that  the  ancient 
sfHrit  of  our  laws  relative  to  land  was  of  feudal 
origin,  and  not  the  effect  of  State  policy. 

Another  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that  vesting 
the  property  of  a  baokrupt  in  the  hands  of  an- 
si^ees,  it  would  not  sell  so  well  as  if  the  owner 
faimself  had  the  disposal  of  it.  Why  not  ?  As- 
rignees  will  be  creditors,  and  of  course  they  will 
be  acting  for  themselves,  and  wilt  have  an  inter- 
est in  common  with  all  the  other  creditors.  If 
anything  is  lost,  they  will  safier  the  loss;  there- 
fore it  inll  be  their  interest  to  do  the  best  in  their 
power  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  of  the  bank- 
rupt. 

it  was  objected  also,  with  considerable  force, 
that  this  bill  will  fall  all  at  once  upon  the  United 
States,  and  destroy  all  our  municipal  regulationn 
with  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor.  In  one  re- 
spect, Mr.  B.  said,  this  argument  was  not  true, 
and  in  another  respect  it  was  fallacious.  It  is  not 
tnie,  becaiue  the  law  is  not  to  take  effect  till  the 
Ist  of  November.  He  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  prepared  his  o^rvations 
before  this  amendment  was  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  South, Carolina,(Mr.  Pinckhbt,) 
for,  as  the  law  was  not  to  take  effect  for  nine 
months  to  come,  they  could  not  apply.  But  he 
Kad  also  said  the  objection  was  fallacious,  and  he 
should  find  no  difSculty  in  proving  what  he  said. 
Gentlemen,  observed  Mr.  B.,  have  held  out  an 
idea  that  this  law  will  introduce  a  vast  innova- 
tion in  the  existing  laws  of  the  several  States 
with  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor,  and,  on  that 
account  introduce  incalculable  evils.  This,  con- 
inued  he,  is  a  btu;bear.  On  looking  into  these 
law,  it  will  be  found  that  a  bankrupt  system 
would  introduce  very  few  innovations.  In  most 
oi  the  Slates  dure  are  insolrait  laws,  which  dif- 
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fer  in  nothiog  from  this,  except  that  they  give  all 
the  advantages  to  the  debtor,  and  none  to  the 
creditor.  In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  there  is 
a  law  of  this  kind  which  goes  to  a  great  extent, 
and  produces  fraud  without  end.  A[raan  may  be 
discharged  from  his  debt  in  respect  of  his  person 
without  being  an  hour  in  jail.  He  has  nothing 
to  do  but  petition  one  of  the  courts,  to  submit  to 
an  examination,  and  he  arrives  at  the  end  of  the 
proceeding;  and  though  at  the  same  time  his 
property  is  not  discha^ed  from  the  debt,  yet,  by 
the  laws  of  this  wise  State,  (aad  certainly  it  u  a 
wise  one,)  a  man  may  hold  property,  be  a  rich 
man,  and  wallow  in  luxury,  out  of  the  reach  of 
his  creditor.  If  he  have  100,000  dollars  in  the 
six  per  cent,  stock,  he  may  bid  defiance  to  his 
creditors.  They  may  take  his  coach,  but  they 
cannot  touch  his  stocK. 

The  operation  of  an  insolvent  law  is  to  dis- 
charge a  man  from  prison ;  that  of  a  bankrupt 
law  only  goes  one  step  further,  which  is,  to  dis- 
charge his  property  also.  In  some  of  the  States, 
he  was  told  their  insolvent  law  goes  as  far  as  this 
bankrupt  law,  by  releasing  both  person  and  prop- 
erty. A  man  swears  he  has  no  property,  and 
there  is  an  end  of  the  business.  And  if  a  gene- 
ral bankrupt  law  is  not  passed,  all  the  States 
must  pass  insolvent  laws,  since  they  have  not  now 
the  power  to  pass  bankrupt  laws.  These  laws 
will  extend  to  all  persons  ;  whereas  the  law  now 
before  the  House  extends  only  to  the  six  descrip- 
tions of  persons  already  named.  Besides,  under 
a  bankrupt  law^  everything  is  done  upon  lair  and 
equitable  jninciples ;  whereas  insolvent  laws,  by 
holding  out  temptations  to  dishonesty  and  per- 
jury, have  a  lamentable  efibet  in  destroying  the 
morals  of  the  people. 

If  gentlemen  attended  to  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  Mr.  B.  said,  they  would  find  its  operation 
very  important.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  might 
not  have  an  effect  to  change  the  course  of  pop- 
ulation; for  if  one  State  passed  laws  which  would 
protect  men  in  fraud,  persons  of  dishonest  views 
(be  was  sorry  to  say  there  were  too  many  in  the 
world)  would  be  induced  to  flock  to  those  States 
where  a  mild  ordeal  discharged  their  conseienras, 
as  well  as  their  persons,  from  the  obligation  of 
their  debts. 

It  had  been  said  that  great  inconveniences  would 
arise  from  the  derangement  which  this  bill  would 
cause  in  liens  which  have  already  taken  hold  of 
lands,  by  means  of  mortgages,  judgments,  Ac. 
The  objection,  said  Mr.  B-,  is  founded  in  mistake. 
As  the  law  will  not  go  into  operation  for  nine 
months,  creditors  may  sue  out  their  executions  in 
the  mean  time,  and  then  their  debts  will  be  se- 
cured. 

It  is  also  said,  this  bill  is  ill  timed,  because  there 
was  a  time  when  our  commerce  was  more  flour- 
ishing, and  when  there  was  more  money  in  the 
country,  than  at  present.  Mr.  B.  did  not  know 
that  we  have  great  reason  to  complain  of  our 
trade  at  present.  To  be  sure  it  is  not  so  flourish- 
ing as  it  has  been ;  it  has  met  with  many  ranabar- 
rassments  from  the  depredations  which  the  yes- 
seb  aS  France  have  committed  upon  it  i  but  it  is 


Uniform  Bankruptcy. 


Digitized  Dy 


2663 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2664 


H.  OF  R.] 

now  rifiine  from  the  weisht  of  those  embarrass- 
meDts,  and  he  hoped  by  the  time  thi:*  act  came  io 
force,  our  commerce  would  be  as  flourisbiog  as 
at  any  former  period. 

After  the  gentlemau  from  Peaasylvaoia  bad 
offered  these  objections,  he  said  he  bad  some  ob- 
jections to  the  details  of  the  bill.  Mr.  B.  did  not 
think  this  mode  of  arguing  altogether  candid. 
What  right  had  that  gentleman  to  make  objec- 
tions to  toe  details  of  the  bill,  when  the  princi- 
ple only  is  under  consideration  1  If  he  did  not  wish 
the  details  to  remain  faulty,  had  he  not  an  oppor- 
mnity  of  amending  them  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ?  Besides,  if  be  has  objections  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  it  would  be  a  good  reason  for  re- 
committing, but  not  for  rejecting  the  bill.  It 
might  otherwise  be  amended  by  a  supplement,  or 
it  mrf[ht  be  amended  in  the  Senate.  He  did  not 
conceive  the  objections,  therefore,  in  order,  but 
would  nevertheless  take 'some  notice  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  the 
House,  that  land  jobbers  and  stock  jobbers  are 
not  included  in  this  bill.  The  gentleman  will 
forgive  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  believing^  that  if  they 
had  been  included,  be  would  have  objected  to  the 
bill  on  that  account,  as  inclining  to  favor  these 
descriptions  of  persons,  by  making  them  new 
meo,  after  they  had  gone  to  the  greatest  extent 
with  their  speetilations.  The  r(»son  why  the 
oDmmittee  did  not  iDtroduce  these  descriptions  of 
persons  was,  that  they  did  not  wish  to  extend  the 
taw  loo  fiar  at  once  j  they  wished  to  see  it  in  op- 
eration first  00  a  narrow  scale,  as  it  would  be 
unended  when  it  was  found  necessary. 

But  the  gentleman  has  also  told  us  that  this 
bill  wilt  be  productive  of  many  frauds,  incident 
in  the  nature  of  a  bankrupt  law ;  and  that  this  is 
the  opinion  of  learned  English  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject, who  doubt  whether  the  bankrupt  law  there 
nas  not  been  productive  of  greater  evils  than 
good.  This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  opinion  of  specu- 
lative men,  and  not  of  practical  men.  But  he 
would  in  this  case,  as  he  bad  done  before,  oppose 
foct  to  theory.  Do  we  not  know,  said  Mr.  B., 
Aat  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  a  half,  Eng- 
land has  been  the  most  floarishing  commercial 
ootutry  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  owing  to  her 
civil  policy,  the  essential  ^rt  of  which  was  the 
haokmpt  system  1  And  will  any  one  be  disposed 
to  take  the  idle  speculative  opinions  of  theoreti- 
cal men  in  their  chambers,  in  preference  to  solid 
fact?  No  nation  in  the  world  has  been  able  to 
extend  its  credit  so  far  as  Great  Britain ;  and  is 
not  this  experience  worth  more  than  the  declama- 
tion of  a  thousand  theorists?  It  certainly  is,  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  so  consider  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  thought  it 
extremely  wrong  that  the  wife  of  a  bankrupt 
should  be  exanuoed  as  to  the  property  of  her  hus- 
band, and  that  this  is  against  common  law  princi- 
ples. A  little  before  the  gentleman  was  com- 
plaining that  it  would  be  impossible  to  prevent 
naoda  under  this  law,  and  now  it  is  attempted, 
he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  meana.  Why  not  ex- 
amine the  man's  wife,  as  well  a*  the  man  him- 
adf  i  which  u  not  permitted  at  common  lawj  bnt 
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it  is  necessary  for  the  sake  of  getting  informatim 
on  his  affairs,  which  nobody  eue  can  so  well  give. 
And  if  the  wife  was  not  examined  as  well  as  the 
bankrupt  himself,  he  might  make  his  wife  an  in- 
strument of  fraud,  by  allowing  her  to  conceal  the 
property. 

Mr.  B.  believed  he  had.  now  gone  through  all 
the  objections  which  had  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.  A  great  advantage 
of  this  law  will  be  that  it  will  generalize,  by  an 
uniform  system  through  the  United  States,  the 
most  impcwtant  law  of  any  society-^tfae  law  legn- 
lating  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor.  It  was 
very  desiraUe  that  a  general  system  should  be 
adopted,  that  a  trader  at  one  extremity  of  the 
United  States  might  always  know  what  are  the 
laws  at  the  other,  where  he  may  have  conceras} 
such  a  uniformity  would  doubtless  tend  to  theex- 
tension  of  our  commerce,  and  tbe  reputs^ton  of 
our  country.  This  taw,  he  trusted,  would  also 
have  an  efiect  to  unite  and  naturalize  the  United 
States,  and  its  permanent  operation  will  cement 
together  the  different  parts  of  the  Union  and  cm- 
nect  more  closely  the  nation  with  tbe  Federal 
Government.  He  could  not  help  thiokiag  that 
this  view  of  the  subject  furnished  the  true  ground 
of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  Qentlemen  will  not  say,  added 
Mr.  B.,  that  I  mean  to  make  this  a  political  qocs- 
tion;  for  in  doing  thu  be  did  not  know  but  he 
might  lose  more  than  he  should  gain;  but  be- 
lie vine  it  would  have  this  political  effect,  he 
thought  proper  to  suggest  the  idea.  Upon  the 
who^  he  considered  the  present  bill  among  the 
greatest  national  otjjects,  and  he  should  not  dny 
that  he  felt  a  solieitnde  that  it  should  pass  the 
House. 

Mr.  OoBDON  had  no  doubt  he  should  stand 
exempted  from  the  censure  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  had  last  applied  to  the 
geotieman  from  Peonsvlvania.  Ii  he  was  sure 
tbe  passing  of  this  bill  would  have  the  effect 
of  uniting  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
a  cordial  support  of  their  Government,  though  he 
was  far  from  approving  the  bill,  be  would  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it ;  but  this  is  a  mere  speculatira 
opinion,  the  truth  of  which  was  very  doubtfuL 

That  a  bankrupt  system  has  many  adTBUtaffs 
attending  it,  no  one,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  be  di^ 
posed  to  doubt.  Theooljr  question  is,  whether  at 
this  period  of  time,  the  erils  which  may  attend  it, 
would  not  overbalance  the  good,  being  a  system 
so  totally  different  from  those  of  tbe  several  States. 
If  he  was  satisfied  that  this  would  not  be  the  aee^ 
he  would  vote  for  it ;  but,  doubting  on  this  head, 
he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it. 

Tbe  principles  contained  in  (his  bill,  Mr.  G. 
said,  had  been  frequently  befofo  the  House,  bnt  he 
believed  never  in  so  perfect  a  form  as  at  present, 
as  the  accuracy  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Delaware 
had  pai!$ed  orer  its  sections  again  and  again,  and 
it  had  received  the  aid  of  the  legal  and  commer- 
cial knowledge  of  his  friend  from  Massachnsetts. 
(Mr.  Sewall.)  He  believed  it  had  now  attainea 
as  perfect  a  shape  as  could  be  given  to  it. 

The  leading  principle  of  a  bankrupt  syBtem,  said 
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Mr.  G.,  is  to  prereat  debtors  from  defiaudiag  their 
oeditors.  Tois  is  doabtless  an  important  end,  if 
it  can  be  attained  witboat  producioff  any  consid- 
erable mischief.  Such  a  system  wilicertainjy  io- 
dace  debtors  to  be  more  punctual  in  discharging 
their  engagements  than  they  otherwise  might  be, 
from  their  fear  of  being'  made  bankrupts,  and  of 
<ourse,  hATios^  their  property  taken  from  them. 
The  qneetiiMi  is,  whether  this  country  is  fitted  for 
•neh  a  system  ?  He  was  of  opinion  that  we  are 
BtM  arrired  at  that  state  when  sneli  a  law  would 
be  desinfale,  not  having  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
•cicculating  medium  to  liable  debtors  to  comply 
with  its  requirements.  He  belicTed,  before  a  sys- 
t«m  of  this  kind  was  adopted,  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  certain  proportion  existing  in  the  community 
between  manuiacturers  and  merclunts,  in  order 
for  it  to  produce  the  benefits  contemplated  by  it. 
Where  tnis  is  not  the  case,  in  bis  opinion,  it  would 
inTolve  a  country  in  greater  difficulties  than  it  ex- 
perienced before  the  system  was  adopted;  and, 
instead  of  making  the  payment  of  debts  more  cer- 
tain, it  would  have  a  contrary  effect. 

Manufacturers  in  a  country,  said  Mr.  G.,  may 
be  considered  as  a  medium  between  tbe  merchant 
«ad  husbandman,  b^  whose  agency  the  surplus 
piodticeof  the  lanid  is  transferred  to  the  merchant; 
-  and,  without  this  deseriptirai  of  persons,  there  can- 
Dot  be  that  ready  compuanee  with  eagagemeats, 
■and,  therefore,  a  system  of  bai^ruptcy  will  eer- 
tainlT  be  neniieions.  How  does  the  case  stand, 
said  Mr.  G.,  in  this  country,  with  respect  to  inter- 
course between  merchants  and  traders?  By  what 
means  does  the  trader  dischai^  his  debts  to  the 
merchaot?  It  is  well  known  that  the  farmer  dis- 
poses of  his  tnroperty  to  the  coontry  storekeeper, 
and  that  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  he  can- 
not command  money  for  bis  produce.  It  is  not 
an  article  of  such  immediate  necessity  as  to  force 
immediate  payment.  But,  where  there  is  a  certain 
portion  of  maoufacturerswhowant  a  constant  sup- 
ply of  prorisioos.  the  case  is  different,  and  cash  is 
-pud.  in  England  this  has  produced  a  very  differ- 
eat  state  of  things  from  what  exists  here,  or  can 
«9ust  heie  for  many  years  to  come.  A  farmercan 
hece  sometimes  dispose  of  his  produce  ion  money, 
bat  sometimes  it  lies  dead  uptm  his  hands.  The 
country  trader  gives  credit  to  the  farmer,  and 
when  he  faib  to  pay  at  his  ap^winted  time,  the 
trader  is  obliged  also  to  disappomt  the  merchant, 
and  perhaps  obliged  to  do  some't^  those  acts 
which  are  always  considered  as  amounting  to  acts 
of  bankruptcy.  This  state  of  things  would  not, 
m  his  opinion,  justify  the  introluctron  of  a  bank- 
nipt  kaw. 

Gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  bill,  aware  of  the 
incooreoiences  which  wotild  arise  from  extend- 
ing a  bankrupt  system  throughout  the  United 
States,  have  attempted  to  do  what  cannot  be  com- 
]Jetely  accomplished,  to  confine  its  operation  to 
the  commercial  cities.  They  are  ready  to  allow 
that  if  the  law  is  applied  to  small  country  traders, 
it  will  do  more  harm  than  good.  It  is,  therefore, 
provided  that  no  pemm  shaQ  be  made  a  bankrupt 
who  does  not  owe  one  thousand  dollars  to  one 
femn,  or  three  thousand  deUara  to  a  number  of 


persons.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  this  will  not  pro- 
duce the  effect  intended,  it  will  form  a  strCH^f  oh* 
jection  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 

Let  usj  said  Mr.  G.,  bring  the  case  of  a  mer- 
chant before  us,  against  whom  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  has  been  issued.  Who  are  the  debtors 
of  this  merchant  1  They  are  mostly  country  tra- 
ders. The  affairs  of  the  merchant  are  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  assignees.  What  is  the  conse- 
quence f  All  the  erils  of  baokruptey  will  at 
once  attach  to  country  traders,  without  any  of 
its  ben^ts.  The  assignees  will  oiforce  immedi- 
ate payment  of  the  debts  due  to  the  bankrupt,  and, 
inorder  to  effect  this,  it  will  befound  necessary  toat- 
tach  and  sequester  the  property  of  many  of  these 
persons.  And,  if  their  propertv  shall  not  be  found 
sufficient  to  diseha^e  their  dents,  they  will  be  lia- 
ble to  be  thrown  into  jail,  and  to  remain  there, 
since  they  are  deprired  of  all  the  benefits  derived 
to  larger  traders  from  the  bankrupt  Law,  from  the 
smallness  of  their  concerns.  This  is  notall.  The 
country  trader,  finding  himself  thus  situated,  is 
under  the  necessity  of  using  compulsory  process 
with  his  debtors ;  and  the  consequence  will  be,  in 
the  New  England  States,  that  writs  will  be  issued 
•gainst  all  .the  debtors  of  suoh  persons,  in  wder 
t&t,  if  possible,  the  country  trader  might  save 
himself.  Nor  is  this  an  imaginary  ease ;  it  most 
naturally  grow  out  of  the  system,  and  all  the  ia- 
convenieneea  of  htw  snits  ajid  attachments  mutt 
follow. 

But,  if  this  evil  should  not  arise,  he  wouldj  for 
a  moment,  consider  the  operation  this  law  might 
have  upon  four  of  the  Elastera  States.  In  these 
States,  a  creditor,  when  his  money  is  due,  can  ob- 
tain a  writ  against  his  debtor,  which  operates  as 
a  lien  upon  his  property.  He  believed  the  effect 
of  this  system  would  be,  to  sign  a  death  warrant 
to  this  practice. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  lawsuits  carried  on  in 
the  Eastern  States  arise  from  connexions  between 
the  shopkeepers  and  fanners.  In  what  situation 
will  the  farmer  be  placed,  if  this  bill  passes,  who 
has  disposed  of  his  property  on  credit  ?  By  the 
State  law  to  which  he  had  referred,  when  he  sui- 
peeted  his  debtOT  to  be  unable  to  pay,  he  might 
take  out  a  procen  to  secure  his  debt ;  but  if  this 
bill  became  a  law,  after  he  has  taken  out  tiis  writ 
of  atuchment,and  he  is  about  to  obtain  judgment 
the  whole  may  be  done  away  by  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy,  and  the  farmer  not  only  disappointed 
in  receiving  his  money,  but  saddled  with  tne  costs. 
A  creditor  wilt  then  have  no  mode  of  realizing  his 
demand  upon  his  debtor,  but  will  be  obli^  to 
trust  to  his  word,  or  wait  until  a  commissuo  of 
baokrnptoy  be  issued  against  him. 

■Whether  it  be  right,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  sys- 
tem now  practised  in  the  Eastern  States,  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  ought  to  continue,  is  not  theqaea- 
tion.  I  only  state  that  this  would  be  the  effect, 
and  unless  we  are  penuaded  that  it  oug^bt  to  be 
done  away,  this  would  form  an  objection  to  a 
bankrupt  law. 

I It  has  been  argued,  by  gentlemoi  in  &Tor  of  this 
bill,  that  it  is  extremely  hard  to  see  a  penon, 
has  beoa  unfortunate,  oerairad  of  hu  libarty,  aad 
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liable  to  imprisoDinent  for  life.  Such  a  case  must, 
indeed,  interest  every  mao's  feeliD|:s ;  but  will 
this  bill  remedy  the  grievaace?  With  respect  to 
merchants  it  will  have  the  effect;  but  traders  in 
the  country  and  in  small  towns  will  remain  in  the 
same  situation  they  are  in  at  present;  and  cer- 
tainly men  of  this  description  are  as  much  entitled 
to  our  commissoation  as  those  who  trade  on  a 
laiwer  scale. 

Whether  thu  faankrapt  system  will  receive  so 
eitensire  a  construction  in  our  courts,  as  it  has 
done  in  those  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  now  be 
fold.  An  objection  was  yestesday  made  that  it 
would  apply  to  many  persons  in  the  country  who 
are  not  re^^ular  traders^  but  who  are,  nevertheless, 
though  farmers,  sometimfs  engaged  in  trade.  The 
objection  was  answered  by  aayiog,  that  the  same 
phraseology  that  is  used  in  the  British  law  is  not 
used  here,  and  therefore  the  objection  would  not 
hold.  This,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  mere  matter  of  opin- 
ion. The  words  are  not  precisely  the  same  ;  but 
it  struck  him  that  they  are  sufficient  to  authorize 
a  very  extensive  construction;  for  they  are,  "Any 
person  actually  using  the  trade  of  merchandise, 
by  buying  or  selling  by  gross  or  by  retail."  Mr.  G. 
supposed,  upon  the  most  obvious  construction  of 
these  words,  that  they  would  be  more  compreben- 
sive  than  those  osed  in  the  British  statute,  which 
ue,  "  any  perstHi  gaining  his  livelihood  by  trade," 
Ac.  He  thought  the  description  used  in  this  bill 
might  be  applied  to  a  man  who  had  not  been  in 
trade  a  month,  though  he  did  not  to  future  intend 
to  gain  a  livelihood  by  it ;  but  whether  his  idea 
was  ri^ht  or  not  was  Immaterial.  It  is  certain  it 
would  implicate  many  persons  in  this  country  be- 
udes  merchants. 

It  has  been  said  that  persons  merely  insolvent 
could  not  be  made  bankrupts,  but  only  those  who 
have  been  guilty  of  some  fraud  ;  so  that  it  will 
not  only  be  necessary  to  be  unfortunate,  but  fraud- 
ulent, before  a  man  can  become  a  bankrupt.  One 
of  the  acts  mentioned  in  the  first  section  is  cer- 
tainly not  fraudulent,  where  it issaid  "  thatif  a  per- 
son being  arrested  for  debt,  shall,  in  order  to  gain 
a  longer  time  for  payment  or  a  reduction  of  the 
demand,  miorteage  his  or  ha  goods  or  lands,  shall 
be  deemed  a  bankrupt."  A  man  finding  fainuelf 
hardly  pressed,  could  not  be  charged  with  acting 
fraudulently,  if  he  did  such  an  act.  Mr.  Q.  stated 
several  eases  to  show  the  unreasonableness  and 
Surdity  of  the  doctrine  which  should  require  a 
man  to  be  fraudulent  before  he  could  have  the 
benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  has  said  that 
either  we  must  have  a  bankrupt  law.  or  insolvent 
laws  must  become  general,  as  it  would  not  answer 
£(»  persons  to  be  confined  in  jail  for  life.  There 
is,  doubtless,  said  Mr.  G.,  great  hardship  in  such 
eases;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  this  law  will  re- 
medy the  evil.  Hebelieved  it  would  not.  Mr.G.pre- 
sumed  that  it  was  owing  to  particular  circum- 
stances that  a  bankrupt  system  was  so  anxiously 
desired  by  some  gentlemen,  more  than  for  any  per- 
manent reason.  Bathe  didnotthinkit  was  owing 
to  the  natural  operation  of  commerce,  that  a  num- 
ber of  peraons  are  now  in  jiil  j  but,  from  a  spirit 
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of  speculation  which  had  raged  to  a  great  extent 
in  this  country ;  which  has  driven  the  merchant 
from  his  counting-house  to  speculate  in  land,  and 
produced  a  sort  of  mania  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  The  consequence  is  that  oar 
jails  are  crowded  with  persons  anxiously  soli- 
citous for  an  act  of  this  kind.  Mr.  G.  did  not  think 
it  necessary  for  the  sake  of  these  persons,  nor  for  the 
public  good,  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind.  With 
respect  to  persons  who  may  be  considered  as  hoBp 
est  debtors,  and  who  have  nithfully  given  up  their 
property  to  their  creditns,  it  does  not  often  hapimt 
that  men  of  this  description  are  suffered  to  languish 
in  a  prison. 

With  respect  to  a  circumstance  much  enlai^ 
upon  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Delaware,  respectuw 
the  nle  of  land,  Mr.  G.  would  observe  that  he  did 
not  believe  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  nntle- 
man  was  correct.  He  did  not  think  that  tbe  pro- 
vision which  prohibits  the  sale  of  land  for  debts, 
in  some  of  the  States  entirely,  and  in  others  for  a 
limited  time,  arose  from  the  feudal  system;  but, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  fer 
the  want  of  a  sufSciency  of  circulating  medium, 
and  he  woi^Id  venture  to  say,  from  his  little  ex- 
perience in  business,  that  a  practice  of  selling 
land  by  vendue  in  the  same  manner  as  personu 
property,  would  be  attended  with  great  ineoare- 
niences,  and  it  would  scarcely  ever  fetch  half  its 
value. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  that  a  few  ytm 
hence  the  Legislature  would  be  better  able  to  jud^ 
of  the  effects  of  a  bankrupt  system  ;  but,  at  this 
time,  believing  that  it  would  be  productive  of  man 
evil  than  good,  i>articularly  in  tbe  Eastern  States, 
he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  his  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire objected  to  tbe  operation  of  a  system  of 
bankruptcy,  upon  grounds  which  he  was  surprised 
that  he,  above  all  other  men,  should  have  taken. 
It  seems  to  him  that  no  mode  is  necessary  to  be 
adopted  for  the  better  collection  of  debts;  that 
creditors  ought  to  be  left  to  get  their  money  as 
well  as  they  can.  Hence,  said  he,  we  hear  the 
gentleman  lament  the  want  of  etrcidating  medi- 
um, and  the  horrors  which  wilt  be  oeeasioned  by 
the  collection  of  debts  in  the  country,  in  case  this 
law  goes  into  effect 

This  law,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  not  affect  those  who 
do  not  buy  to  sell  again ;  but  those  who  do  buy  to 
sell  again  ought  to  be  exposed  to  all  the  inconve- 
niences, as  they  will  receive  all  tbe  benefits  of  a 
buikrupt  law.  We  oogbt  not,  said  he,  to  con- 
sider this  as  tbe  first  mode  proposed  for  collecting 
of  debts,  but  compare  it  with  such  as  are  in  exist- 
ence, and  if  it  be  found  that  this  will  be  beneficial 
to  certain  persons,  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

A  system  of  bankruptcy  is  limited  in  its  extent 
to  persons  concerned  in  comm»ce.  Extensive 
credits  are  essential  in  a\l  commercial  communi- 
ties, and,  as  bad  been  already  stated,  merchants 
are  constantly  liable  to  accidents  which  m»r  dis- 
able them  from  paying  their  debts;  but  if  ihe^ 
become  bankrupts,  he  would  not  only  have  their 
personal  property  sold,  but  also  their  land,^  and  let 
them  suffer  the  loss,  however  great  it  might  be^ 
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by  its  beisg  thus  sold.  And  this,  Mr.  S.  said, 

nht  serve  as  an  answer  to  all  that  thegentlemaa 
said  about  the  country  traders.  They  are 
truly  the  medium  between  merchants  and  larm- 
en ;  but  if  they  should  hold  lands,  and  are  not 
aUe  to  pay  their  debts,  they  must  submit  to  their 
beiit^  sold.  Admitting,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  shall 
not  then  see  so  many  country  traders  as  at  pre- 
sent, this  will  be  no  disadvantage  to  the  commu- 
nity, as  the  larger  stores  deal  more  advantageous- 
ly for  the  puUic.  A  number  of  men  who  now 
carry  on  business  of  this  kind  might  be  more  use- 
folly  employed.  He  was  willing,  therefore,  that 
the  diminution  of  this  kind  of  traders  sfaoiud  be 
oaa  of  the  e&cts  of  this  law. 

Bttt  the  main  princij^les  of  the  bankrupt  system 
■re  to  BToid  the  extensirai  of  fraud.  In  New  Eng^ 
ludf  a  man  may  be  taken  by  an  attachment  of  his 
creditor.  His  friend  from  New  Hampshire  la- 
mented that  this  process  should  fail.  It  would 
fail,  indeed,  where  merchants  and  traders  have 
dealt  to  so  la^  an  unount  as  to  come  within  the 
bankrupt  law;  but  it  will  only  fail  so  far  as  to 
jRerent  him  from  getting  his  whole  debt — he  will, 
nevmbeless,  come  in  for  his  share  along  with  his 
other  creditors;  and  it  could  not  then  happen,  as 
it  now  fre<quently  happens,  that  a  country  trader 
divides  his  property  among  his  neighbors,  who 
are  either  his  creditors,  or  pretend  to  be  so,  and 
the  creditor  in  the  city  perhaps  oerer  hears  of  the 
transaction  until  all  the  property  is  divided.  Un- 
der this  law,  a  man's  effects  would  be  fairly  look- 
ed into,  and  equally  divided  amongst  all  his  cre- 
ditors, withoat  exception.  Mr.  S.  hoped  the  bill 

WOttld  MSB. 

Bir.  Baldwin  had  feh  himself  entertained  and 
instructed  by  the  temperate  and  able  ditcnssion 
which  this  sabjeet  so  important  to  the  interests 
of  this  eonntry,  had  nnde^ne.  There  were  still 
OBe  or  two  points  of  view  in  which  he  wished  to 
pieaent  It  to  the  House,  which  had  not  yet  been 
so  iiartieularly  noticed,  and  which  had  now,  an 
well  as  on  former  occasions,  when  Uiis  bill  was 
under  consideration,  considerable  force  in  forming 
his  judgment  against  it. 

Had  this  question  of  passing  a  bankrupt  law 
presented  itself  in  an  ordinary  Legislature,  the 
general  utility  and  expediency  of  Kinkrupt  sys- 
ttms.  and  their  suitableness  to  the  circumstances 
of  this  country,  which  has  been  the  principal 
ground  of  this  discussion,  would  hare  been  the 
imly  one  which  the  subject  could  have  had,  and 
the  judgment  most  have  been  formed  on  those 
grounds. 

The  real  ]»aetieal  question  which  is  presented 
to  the  House  on  this  occasion,  seems  to  be,  what 
are  the  inducements  for  this  Legislature  to  take 
Qp  the  sabject?  It  must  be  for  me  sake  of  mak- 
ing a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  for  the  whole 
country ;  the  arguments  to  enforce  the  measure 
must  be  derived  from  the  importance  of  uniformi- 
ty on  this  subject,  rather  than  from  the  general 
principles  of  bankrupt  laws,  on  which  the  States 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  judging  and  legislating 
at  their  pleasure.  It  is  on  the  necessity  of  having 
a  uniform  system  that  the  mind  must  principally 
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rest  in  forming^  a  decision  upon  this  question.- 
The  contemplation  of  uniformity  on  any  subject 
at  first  excites  pleasing  sensations;  indulging  this 
pleasing  sensation  might  lead  us  to  expect  and  to 
attempt  to  make  all  the  laws  on  all  subjects  the 
same  through  the  whole  country.  It  might  be 
urged  that  if  a  person  came  from  one  State  into- 
another  to  settle  an  intestate  estate,  in  which  be 
was  interested,  it  would  be  unjust  that  he  should 
not  be  allowed  the  same  advantages  which  had 
been  given  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  in  the 
one  from  which  he  came ;  the  same  might  be  ex- 
tended to  any  other  subject,  and  the  argument 
will  always  be  plausible.  He  would  also  acknow- 
ledge tliat  commercial  subjects  are  in  their  nature 
so  extensive,  and  involve  in  the  same  trausaetiou 
interests  and  persons  so  remote  from  each  other, 
that  uniformity  not  only  appears  more  pleasing, 
but  is  in  fact  more  desirable  and  important  on  that 
than  on  most  other  subjects.  It  had  alre^y  been 
carried  far  in  the  provisions  of  our  laws,  but  he 
believed  it  could  not  safely  be  carried  so  far  as  was 
proposed  in  this  bill.  Of  all  branches  of  legisk- 
tion  which  relate tocoramerce,  bankrupt lawsseem 
to  be  most  local  in  their  nature,  and  most  to  re- 
quire the  same  state  of  advancement  in  commerce 
in  the  places  which  are  to  be  subject  to  them,  to 
have  them  equal  or  even  tolerable  in  their  opera- 
tion. There  are  few  countries  so  well  suited  lo 
the  uniform  operation  of  such  systems  as  Great 
Britain ;  their  insular  situation  confines  their  ex- 
pectation of  greatness  to  those  pursuits ;  it  is  built 
up  on  comuerce ;  he  could  concave  that  a  muUer 
island  mi|^t  be  still  more  entirely  commeroial, 
and  that  a  bankrupt  system  might  apply  as  ex- 
actly to  their  circumstances  as  to  a  small  com- 
mercial neighborhood.  How  very  different  is  the 
situation  of  this  country.  There  are  not  more 
than  five  or  six  places  which  are  at  all  in  similar 
circumstances.  The  introduction  of  such  a  sys- 
tem to  operate  oyer  this  country,  would  be  to  ova- 
turn  all  the  ancient  usages  and  institutions  which 
their  interests  have  heretofore  pointed  out  as  ne- 
cessary, to  accommodate  them  to  the  circumstan- 
ces of  a  smaller  part,  who  bear  no  proportion  to 
tbem  ;  this  had  already  been  so  strongly  stated,  it 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  pursue  it  farther.  If 
the  question  of  passing  a  bankrupt  law  had  occurs 
red  in  a  State  Legislature,  he  thought  the  subject 
would  present  itself,  even  to  them^  in  such  a  point 
of  light  that  rather  than  to  generalize  I^ishition  on 
that  subject,  and  send  it  forward  to  Congress  to  have 
a  general  bankrupt  law  passed,  to  operate  over  the 
whole  country,  i:  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
take  the  other  direction,  and  be  sent  down  to  a 
kind  of  Legislatures  which  exist  in  some  Statea, 
inferior  to  themselves,  such  as  cities  and  corpora- 
tions, who  have  power  to  pass  by-laws,  antf 
whose  powers  might  be  extended  to  make  regula- 
tions in  the  nature  of  bankrupt  laws,  such  as  their 
local  circumstances  most  particularly  required. 
At  any  rate,  he  thought  tt  not  advisable  to  make 
it  a  subject  of  more  general  legislation  than  what 
is  competent  to  the  present  State  Qovemments. 

But  It  is  insisted  on,  said  Mr.  B.,  b^  some  gen- 
tlemen, that  as  the  power  to  pass  UDiform  Ifwa  on 
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the  aDbjeei  of  bankruptcy  is  ezpreftsly  givm  to 
Congreas  by  the  Constitation,  it  13  their  duty  to 
■do  it ;  and  some  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  is  not 
woper  for  the  States  to  legislate  on  that  subject. 
He  thought  there  was  no  great  weight  in  that  ar- 
ffumeot.  Congrets  not  having  passed  such  a  law 
jor  these  ten  years  past,  and  tne  States  having 
legislated  upon  it  in  their  own  way,  is  a  sufficient 
jtoo{  that  that  has  not  been  the  understandii^  of 
4he  Constitution.  Power  is  also  expressly  given 
by  the  Constitution  to  exercise  exclusive  legisla- 
tion over  the  ten '  miles  square  which  has  neen 
«ededfor  the  permanent  residence  of  Congress; 
this  exclusive  legislation  has  not  been  exercised, 
bnt  has  been  submitted  to  the  local  jurisdictions 
viiere  the  territory  lies. 

Manr  other  instances  might  be  adduced  to 
prove  tne  same  thing,  if  necessary.  The  fact  is, 
tlM  powers  given  to  Congress  as  well  as  to  all 
frther  LegisUtares,  are  in  general  submitted  to 
(heir  diseretion  to  use  them  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  should  require.  He  had  no  doubt 
in  saying,  as  well  from  the  perusal  of  the  instru- 
ment as  from  his  own  recollection,  that  many  of 
diem  must  have  been  considered  as  of  very  diffi- 
eolt  execution,  and  that  it  must  have  been  sup- 
posed that  the  ezist«ice  of  the  power  in  Coo^r^ 
-would  effect  the  control  which  they  desired, 
would  check  the  abuses  which  might  otherwise 
have  taken  place,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of 
-using  it.  Any  other  view  of  that  instrument,  he 
thought,  would  lead  to  great  perj)lexity  and  em- 
barrassment. He  was  sure  it  was  the  one  which 
Us  best  friends  bad  orignnally  indulged,  and  had 
made  the  administration  of  the  Government  mnch 
-more  practicable  and  successful  than  it  other- 
•wiie  could  have  been.  This  power  of  passing  a 
vniform  act  of  bankruptcy,  he  had  always  tfaou^t, 
'ma  wisely  anven.  Some  of  the  States  had  before 
-tlMt  time  ra&en  into  the  habit  of  making  a  kind  of 
Legislative  and  Judicial  war  upon  the  citizens  of 
other  States ;  these  general  controlling  powers, 
-Ibovgh  but  little  called  into  use,  had  without 
donM  had  effect  in  preventing  the  continuanee  of 
4hem.  States  whico,  from  their  situation,  were 
more  remote  from  commerce,  might  pass  tmnk' 
rupt  laws  which  would  unreasonably  protect 
•their  retail  dealers,  and  greatly  injure  the  mer- 
chants in  the  large  commercial  cities;  this  power 
in  Congress  to  control  such  attempts,  probably 
will  prevent  them,  even  without  the  exercise  of 
it.  He  had  not  heard  of  any  such  attempts  since 
the  existence  of  the  present  Qovernment.  When 
they  took  place  he  would  acknowledge  then  there 
would  be  an  awimnt  for  the  exercise  of  that 
power  to  controrthemr-nosuch  argument  is  even 
•itated  at  this  time  to  exist. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  consider  the  observations 
lude  by  several  members,  more  particularly 
by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  viz:  that  the 
mates  had  made  such  bad  bankrupt  and  insol- 
vent laws,  and  had  in  general  conducted  the  bu- 
nness  so  badly,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  Con- 
gress to  take  up  the  subject,  to  prevent  in  future 
-each  frauds  as  had  already  taken  place  in  all  parts 
of  tht  country.   No  man  regretted  more  sincerely 
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than  he  did,  the  eirors  and  frauds  complained  of, 
but  he  saw  in  the  present  bill  nothing  but  the  in- 
crease of  them.  He  thonght  it  would  be  well  to 
examine  the  ground  of  tl^t  argument  more  par- 
ticularly, before  they  undertooK  to  act  upon  it 
An  intimate  view  of  the  affairs  of  all  human  Qor- 
ernments, exhibited  infirmities  and  imperfections j 
as  a  friend  to  this  Government,  he  wished  they 
might  appear  so  to  have  conducted  their  affairs, 
on  the  difficult  subjects  on  which  they  were  ob- 
liged to  act.  as  to  be  as  justly  free  from  reproach 
as  the  State  Governments  in  this  country  gener- 
ally had  been.  The  expectation  is  scarcely  to  be 
indulged.  Ordinarily  speaking,  that  legislation  is 
always  most  easy  and  most  perfect  where  there  is 
the  greatest  degree  of  similarity  of  circumstances 
in  the  persons  over  whom  it  is  to  operate,  and  the 
most  full  and  free  interchange  of  feelings  and  in- 
terests between  them.  If  there  was  an  attempt 
to  unite  all  Europe,  or  all  the  Eastern  continent 
under  one  Government,  it  must  deal  only  in  a  few 
very  general  anlneets,  or  it  would  be  found  at  once 
impracticable.  To  endeavor,  by  weight  of  pres- 
sure, to  bring  together  very  dissimilar  intereata 
under  the  same  legislation,  has  always  been  found 
a  very  difficult  and  hazardous  expenmrat.  There 
was  a  certain  point  beyond  which  it  could  never 
be  wise  to  attempt  to  extend  such  an  experiment, 
unless  the  national  existence  demanded  it.  He 
thought  the  experience  of  this  country,  without 
exception,  justified  this  remark.  The  limits  of 
several  of  the  State  Governments  had  already 
been  found  so  extensive,  as  to  involve  iot^ests  so 
dissimilar,  that  it  became  more  and  more  difficult 
to  unite  them  under  the  operation  of  the  same 
laws,  and  to  carry  them  into  full  efiect.  Discon- 
tents, jmlouaies,  uid  animoaitiesT  were  en|^mdered, 
which  there  was  no  way  to  cure,  but  to  give  than 
the  privilwe  of  makiug  laws  better  accommodated 
to  their  circumstances.  Those  States  generally 
appear  to  be  the  most  happy,  and  their  Taws  best 
executed,  where  their  limits  >  are  so  small  as  to 
secure  a  good  degree  of  similarity  in  the  intaeats 
of  the  citizens,  and  in  the  operation  of  their  laws, 
but  not  so  smalt  as  to  make  the  expenses  of  the 
Govemmeoi  too  burdensome ;  and  in  proportion 
as  you  extend,  the  work  becomes  difficult  and 
hazardous. 

The  same  thing,  he  thought,  appeared  from  a 
candid  review  of  the  short  history  of  this  General 
Government.  He  did  not  accustom  himself  to 
look  back  upon  its  measures  for  the  sake  of  find- 
ing fault,  but  for  the  sake  of  deriving  iastruettOBj 
as  a  guide  in  future  measures.  It  had  thus  taxj 
in  its  operations,  been  principally  confined  to  two 
objects — to  pay  for  past  protection,  and  to  afford 
present  protection.  In  undertaking  to  pay  fm- 
past  protection,  they  seem  to  have  been  under  the 
impression  of  the  same  sentiment  which  is  now 
recommended  on  this  occasion,  viz:  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  endeavor  to  do  greater  justice  in 
principle  than  had  been  done  by  the  legislators 
who  had  gone  before  them,  and,  therefore,  they 
undertook  to  break  up  the  old  settlements,  and  to 
modify  and  settle  it  orer  again.  He  was  willing 
to  allow  them  the  best  intentions,  bat  they  oer- 
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tainlf  appeamt  to  have  &iled  tctv  muoh  in  their 
object;  tne  debtvas  nearljr  doubled  by  the  in- 
trigoes  and  frauds  to  which  it  was  exposed  in  the 
operation,  a  vast  inequality  of  estates  created  in 
tois  coaotry,  and  rery  little  relief  reached  those 
who  had  devoted  their  blood  and  treasures  to  the 
paUic.  He  believed  there  were  but  few  at  the 
preMit  day  who  did  not  regret  their  uodertaking 
to  do  greater  justice  than  those  who  had  gone  be- 
fore them. 

la  afibrding  present jproteection,  the  same  thin^ 
presented  itseli :  the  Indian  treaties  and  eipedi- 
tioos  had  been  expensive  beyond  all  former  ex- 
ampie.  The  operation  Of  buildia^  the  frigates 
had  been  the  Bobject  of  more  particular  inquiry, 
and  more  pointed  censure  from  all  parts  of  the 
House,  than  any  other ;  it  had  always  been  his 
opiaim  that  it  was  less  exposed  to  such  censares 
than  most  of  the  other  meamres.  He  never 
doabted  -the  good  iDteDtions  of  those  concorned  in 
these  tiansactioas,  bat  it  dswly  shows  that  it  is 
mon  difficult  to  give  effect  to  our  good  intentions 
than  in  smaller  Govemmaits,  ana  that  they  are 
moK  exMMed  to  be  interrupted  by  the  bad  inten- 
tions and  frauds  which  always  exist  in  all  socie- 
ties ;  it  otij^t  to  cheek  projects  of  mere  ametio- 
ratioD  not  justified  by  the  reason  of  things  or  our 
own  experience. 

This  subject  of  bankruptcy,  he  said,  had  always 
been  found  one  of  the  most  diiScolt  and  perplexed 

Eroblems  in  legislation,  by  all  Governments  who 
are  attempted  it ;  it  had  always  called  forth  the 
utmost  inf^nuity  of  fraud  and  stratagem  to  coun- 
teract their  intentions,  and  has,  indeed,  been  but 
badly  managed  even  by  the  best  Governments. 
It  had  beenlwfore  stated  that,  eveo  in  England,  a 
aatioa  so  merely  ooanaereial,  with  all  the  powers 
of  Chancery  which  had  always  been  accompauied 
witb  all  the  powers  both  of  Church  and  State, 
and  enforced  by  penalties  which  neither  the  genius 
nor  habits  of  this  eotmtry  would  bear,  the  best 
ud  most  experienced  judges  now  doubt  whether, 
it  is  not  more  a  refuge  to  fraud  than  an  aid  to 

Cittee.  Thu  part  of  the  subject  had  been  so  fblty 
odled  by  others  be  would  not  enUrge  upon  it. 
He  bad  no  expectation  that  such  an  experiment 
from  this  Gbveroment  would  succed  well;  he 
was  very  confident  it  would  do  much  mischief 
and  disgrace  the  Government.*  He  wished  there 
might  be  seen  the  same  caution  and  wisdom  in 
using  the  powers  that  were  displayed  in  the  Con- 
stitntion  m  giving  them.  He  did  not  rely  most 
on  the  friendship  of  those  who  were  continually 
or^ng  tlM  GknemoHnt  on  to  the  most  rough  and 
impracticable  gnond.  If  it  was  able  lo  discbai^e 
with  tolerable  nithiblness  and  aueoess  Aose  great 
duties  to  iHiich  no  other  Legislature  was  compe- 
tent, he  hoped  and  trasted  it  wottid  not  be  urged 
into  those  projects  of  amelioration  to  which  it 
was,  indeed,  ul  suited,  unless  called  by  some 


*  A  General  Govemment  must,  from  the  nature  of 
tfdngSt  Iw  too  looM  and  unwieldy  in  its'  movements, 
and  too  remote  in  many  c^its  opoations,  to  be  able  to 
counteract  fraud  and  intrigue  with  ss  much  success  as 
sntaDer  Ooremments. 


stronger  reasons  than  presented  themselves  on  this 
occasion. 

The  question  b«ing  called  for, 

Mr.  Oria  said,  he  was  sensible  that  the  House 
must  be  fatigued  with  the  discussion  which  had 
already  taken  place  on  this  bill.  Indeed,  every 
argument,  perhaps,  that  can  be  used  for  or  against 
it,  had  already  been  urged ;  but,  he  thought  so 
unprecedented  a  satire  as  had  been  uttered  on  the 
Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  ought  not 
to  pass  without  comment.  He  seems  to  thmkthe 
G«ieral  Groveroment  inadequate  to  every  object 
for  which  it  was  constituted;  that  it  is  unequiU 
to  the  forming  of  a  system  of  Bankruptcy,  or  of 
providing  ior  the  payment  of  the  National  Debt ; 
that  it  is  incompetent  to  the  building  of  a  Navy, 
or  to  the  defensive  raotection  of  our  trontier ;  andj 
in  a  word,  that  all  the  objects  which  it  has  under- 
taken would  hare  been  better  done  by  the  State 
Governments.  What,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  the  info^ 
enoe  to  be  drawn  from  all  this?  Why,  to  be  sure, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  dissolve  t^  and  restore 
the  old  system  of  a  Confederation  of  the  States, 
through  a  despair  of  being  able  to  administer  it 
to  any  good  effect.  Mr.  O.  thought  the  gentle- 
man had  pronounced  a  very  ungraceful  valedictory 
on  parting  with  an  old  friend  whom  he  had  so 
long  professed  to  support.  If  these  be  his  senti- 
ments, instead  of  pronouncing  them  on  his  depart- 
ure from  its  admmioistration,it  would  have  been 
well  if  he  had  explained  his  creed  at  an  earlier 
period. 

Mr.  O.  differed  in  opinion,  however,  from  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia ;  he  believed  this  Gov- 
ernment perfectly  competent  to  all  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  instituted.  And  he  thought 
there  never  was  a  measure  more  important  indo- 
meetic  legislation;  none  which  wonld  have  a 
greater  tendency  to  harmonize  and  conciliate  the 
jarring  interests  of  this  great  community  than  a 
bankrupt  act,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia spoke  so  tightly.  It  had  been  considered  by 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution, 
as  a  proper  object  of  national  legislation.  We 
cannot  conveniently,  as  has  been  objected,  make 
uniform  laws  regulating  the  titles  and  sales  of 
real  estates  or  testamentary  distributions,  without 
intrenching  too  far  upon  local  laws  and  usages. 
But,  said  IVIr.  O.,  commerce  is  a  general  concern, 
and,  in  this  respect,  it  would  be  a  desirable  spec- 
tacle to  behold  in  every  part  of  the  Union  our 
citizens,  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  profession, 
governed  by  the  same  tews,  and  appeaung  to  the 
same  tribunals  for  justice. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  mean  to  go  at  length  into  the 
subject;  but  he  could  not  refiiain  from  expressing 
his  regret  for  the  discordant  and  inconsistent  sys- 
tem of  the  debtor  laws  of  the  several  States. 

In  the  part  of  the  coaotry  where  he  lived,  and 
in  all  the  New  England  States,  an  individual, 
upon  an  impulse  of  resentment  or  jealousy,  might 
destroy  his  debtor,  root  and  branch,  by  taking  out 
an  attachment  against  his  property,  and  securing 
himself  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  creditors;  in 
other  States  yon  may  attach  for  the  bette&  of  all 
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the  creditors,  and  in  some  others  you  caa  make 
no  attachment  whatever.  Id  one  part  of  the 
Union  you  may  take  lands  at  an  appraiseraeoL  in 
another  part  you  may  sell  them  at  aactioo,  and  in 
some  Slates  not  at  all. 

Again,  in  one  State,  the  body  of  the  debtor 
may  be  committed  until  he  pays  his  debts;  in 
another  Slate  he  swears  himself  free  in  a  few 
days,  and  in  a  third,  if  he  will  swear  well,  he  is 
not  committed  for  an  hour.  Is  there  any  reasoo, 
said  Mr.  0.,for  this  conflict  inlaws  among  a  peo- 
ple, who  hare  the  same  interests,  who  speak  one 
mngaa^e.  and  whose  contracts  are  framed  upon 
the  same  principles  1 

He  had  no  doubt  but  that  a  sense  of  honor  and 
a  habit  of  punctuality  among  merchants  had,  in  a 
measure,  remedied  tnis  defect;  but  he  believed 
that  great  iDcouTeaieDces  had  arisen  for  want  of 
a  system  of  this  kind.  Misfortune,  enterprise, 
speculation,  and  a  spirit  of  over-tradiikg,  have  io- 
volved  thousands  in  ruin.  The  compassion  due 
to  real  misfortune  is  diminished  by  the  number 
of  its  victims,  and  the  disgrace  that  should  attach 
to  fraudulent  bankruptcy  is  relieved  by  the  ioflu- 
ence  of  the  delinquents.  Men  fait  for  millions; 
and,  though  these  ^reat  leviathans  of  speculation, 
aiter  having  sunk  in  the  ocean  for  a  time,  may 
rise  again  and  revel  on  the  surface,  yet  the  wi- 
dows and  orphans,  the  fair  merchants,  indus- 
trious tradesmen,  and  credolous  friends,  wlio  are 
involved  in  the  same  whirli>ool,  rise  no  more. 

To  prevent  these  mischiefs,  said  Mr.  O.,  we 
should  give  to  creditors  a  control  over  the  pro- 
perty of  their  debtors,  so  as  to  stop  the  fraudulent 
m  their  career,  and  we  should  rescue  the  honest 
but  unfortunate  insolvent  from  the  oppression  of 
a  vindictive  creditor.    He  was  of  opinion  this 
law  would  furnish  the  remedy  desired.  Among 
the  various  objections  offered  to  this  system  two 
only  had  appeared  to  him  deserving  of  attention. 
One  was,  that  our  situation  being  very  different 
from  that  of  Great  Britain,  as  our  citizens  often 
exercise  more  than  one  trade,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
limit  the  exteat  of  the  act.  In  answer  to  this  he 
vrould  say^  that  our  situation  in  this  respect  is 
precisely  similar  to  her's,  since  both  we  and  they 
are  a  commercial  people.   IVe  have  la^  cities, 
populous  villages,  and  a  country  more  orless  pop- 
ulous.  So  have  they.   Our  cities  and  villages,  it 
is  true,  are  not  so  full  of  peojple  as  theirs,  yet  the 
same  division  of  labor  and  of  professions  will  be 
found  in  them.   If  you  look  at  Boston,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Baltimore,  you  find  things 
much  in  the  same  state  as  in  the  large  towns  of 
Great  Britain.   In  the  villages,  it  is  true  that  pro- 
fessions are  not  so  distincfly  marked  as  in  the 
dties,  some  of  the  mechanics  being  also  traders. 
This  is  also  the  case  in  England ;  and  if  you  go 
into  the  country,  either  here  or  there,  you  will 
probably  find  the  farmer  sometimes  employed  ia 
tanning  leather,  or  in  making  of  bricks.   But  is  it 
to  be  coneludea  from  this  that  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertaio  who  are.  and  who  are  not,  the  objects 
of  this  law?  Witnout  going  into  detail,  he  would 
give  a  short  answer  to  this  inquiry.   If  the  busi- 
ness of  bnyii^f  and  selling  be  a  man's  princii»l 


profession,  he  would  be  considered  a  trader,  and 
be  liable  to  bankruptcy ;  but  if  his  trading  be  only 
an  incidental  thing,  he  would  not  be  comprdiend- 
ed  within  the  act. 

Another  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that,  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  country,  punc- 
tuality in  payment  cannot  be  expected.  To  whom, 
said  Mr.  O.,  does  this  remark  apply  ?  To  country 
traders?  If  so,  he  would  allow  iliat  men  of  this 
description  cannot  always  be  strictly  punetnl; 
but  these  men  will  then  be  in  a  better  siuiatiai 
under  this  act  than  they  are  in  at  present  If  a 
couEttry  trader  is  now  tardy  in  his  payments,  each 
creditor  has  the  strongest  possible  inducement  to 
strive  to  be  the  first  to  compel  payment;  but,  after 
a  bankrupt  law  is  passed,  creditors  will  have  tlu 
same  inducements  to  be  indulgent;  they  will  know 
that,  in  case  of  failure,  the  bankrupt's  property 
will  be  equally  divided  among  them;  that,  by 
striking  the  first  blow,  they  gain  no  advantage, 
and  lose  none  by  restraining.  Thus  there  would 
arise  a  common  interest  among  them  to  put  off 
the  bankruptcy,  and  to  give  the  debt(»^  Ume  to 
make  payment,  until  it  was  evident  a  man  could 
not  overcome  his  difficulties. 

Gentlemen  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  circula- 
ting medium  as  a  cause  of  the  want  of  punc* 
tuatity.  The  only  way,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  make 
money  plentiful  is  to  pass  this  law.  The  present 
scarcity  is  artificial.  There  is  plenty  of  money  in 
the  coffers  of  the  rich,  and  in  the  city  banks,  and  it 
is  because  those  who  have  it  are  afraid  of  trusting 
it  in  the  country,  under  the  present  laws  for  the 
recovery  of  dem,  that  it  is  hoarded,  or  let  at  ex<v- 
bitant  interest.  But  wiien  once  the  mmey^  men 
are  satisfied  that  the  laws  will  secure  their  money 
to  them,  by  a  lien  upon  all  the  estates  of  tkor 
debtors,  an  honest  trader  will  be  able  to  obtain 
the  loan  of  money  on  fair  and  legal  interest.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  O.  having  sat  down,  the  call  being  pretty 
loudly  repeated  for  the  question,  the  Clerk  pro- 
ceeded to  call  the  yeas  and  nays ;  when,  having 
called  the  first  name,  Mr.  Habpbr  and  Mr.  Nich- 
OLAB  were  both  on  the  fioor  to  have  spoken  on  the 
question,  but  the  Spbaub  ini(»ming  them  thej 
were  too  late,  the  Clerk  having  commenced  bu 
call,  they  sat  down,  and  the  call  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  proceeded  with.  These  were  44  in 
vor  of  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and  47  against  it,  as 
follows : 

Y^^B — John  Allen,  Bailm'  Bartlett,  James  A.  B«t- 
vd,  Joiuthan  Bnce,  David  Brooks,  Cbristopber  G. 
Chamidin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coehrui,  WilUun 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  I>«nt, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foiter,  Junaa 
Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  Chaoncej  Goodrich,  Rosea- 
Griflwold,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Hupor, 
William  Hiodman,  Heukiah  L.  Hosmer,  Jamea  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittexa,  Edward  Livingston,  Jmmm 
Mftchir,  William  Matthews,  Blair  McClenaehan,  LewiB 
R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Iwuc  Parker,  Thomaa 
Pinckne;,  John  Ratledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman, 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepan),  Thomas  SinDickson. 
Samuel  Smith.  George  Thatcher.  Richard  Thomaa, 
John  E.  Tan  Alen,  Peleg  Wadnrorth,  and  Robert 
Wain. 
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Nats — George  Baer.  jun^  Abrshun  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Thomas  Bloant,  Robert  Brown,  Stephen  Bul- 
lodt,  Sunael  J.  Cabell,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  C. 
C  Claiborae,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Daw- 
Km,  JoMph  Egg^eiton,  Lacas  Ebueodor^  Wm.  Find- 
by,  Dwi^  Foater,  JonaAan  Fieeman,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, WUbam  Gordon,  Andrew  Gre^,  WiUiam  Barry 
Orare,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jos. 
Hdster,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jon«,  Matthew  Locke, 
Samoel  Lyman,  Naduiniel  Macon,  fcseph  McDoweQ, 
ABtboOT  New,  J<riin  Nidiolas,  Joeiah  PaAer,  John 
Seed,  TompeoR  J.  Skinner,  Nathaniel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Pel^  Spragoe,  Richard  Spring,  Richard  Stan- 
fard,  Mark  Thnnson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Tngi^  Joa. 

Vamam,  Abnhun  VenaUeb  John  William^  and 
Kobart  WiUiaaa. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednbbdat,  January  16. 

DIFFERENCES  WITH  FRANCE. 
Mr.  Qallatin  called  up  the  resolution,  which 
he  laid  upon  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  requesting 
the  President  to  lay  certain  papers  before  the 
Iloose  respecting  our  dispute  with  the  French 
Rmiblie. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
PennsiylTaDia  would  not  uwe  a  decisioo  ujion  his 
resolution  at  this  time.  He  was  himself  at  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office  this  morningj  and 
mentioned  that  the  House  were  in  expectation  of 
receiriiig  a  commuoication  on  this  subject.  He 
was  iniormed  that  it  was  in  forwardness,  and 
might  be  expected  to  be  made  to-morrow.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  suffered 
to  Ue;  if  not,  he  should  move  a  postponement 
of  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  agreed  to  its  lying. 

USURPATION  OF  EXEOUTITE  AUTHORITY. 

The  Houae  being  again  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  GRiswoLD'a^bill  for  punishing  cer- 
tain crimes, 

Mr.  Ibaac  Parker  said,  when  the  resolution 
upoD  which  this  bill  was  founded  was  under  con- 
sideration, he  gave  it  all  the  consideration  which 
its  novelty  and  importance  demanded.  He  was 
then  satisfied  that  tne  object  was  a  good  one.  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  law  to  carry  it  into  eiSect, 
and  he  was  highly  gratified  to  find  that  there  was 
so  large  a  majority  of  the  House  of  the  same 
opinion. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  P.,  is  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  people  of  the  United  States  nare 
given  to  the  Executive  Department  the  power  to 
negotiate  with  foreign  Giovernments,  and  to  carry 
oa  all  foreign  relations,  and  that  it  is  therefore  an 
usurpation  of  that  power  for  an  individual  to  un- 
dertake to  correspond  with  any  foreign  Power  on 
may  dispute  between  the  two  Governments,  or  for 
any  State  QoTernmeot,  or  any  other  department 
of  the  General  Government,  to  do  it.  But  when 
the  bill  came  to  be  reported,  several  gentlemen 
who  Tot^  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  opposed  the 
lull  on  die  ground  that  it  went  further  than  die 
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resolution  authorized,  as  they  believed  it  would 
include  within  its  operation  individual!!  who  might 
be  pursuing  their  private  afi&irs  abroad,  without 
any  intention  of  interfering  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. The  objection  was  started  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin.)  and 
prosecuted  by  several  others.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  regretted  that  the  principle  (wh'ich 
he  allowed  to  be  a  good  one,)  coutd  not  be  carried 
into  effect  without  affecting  the  rights  of  indivi- 
duals. Mr.  P.  thought  that  gendeman,  as  he  waa 
one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject,  ought  to  have  laid  before  that  eommittte 
a  plan  which  he  esteemed  better  than  the  one 
reported,  for  Mr.  P.'  thought  his  objeftions  went 
more  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  than  to  its  details. 
The  only  objection  ui^ed  against  this  bill  which 
had  any  weight  upon  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  mind,  was 
that  which  comptamed  that  the  bill  was  too  loose- 
ly drawD,  and  that  it  would,  from  this  circum- 
stance, though  it  certainly  could  not  be  intended 
to  do  so,  include  citizens  prosecuting  their  indivi- 
dual concerns  in  foreign  countries,  and  bring  them 
into  jeopardy.  If  the  whole  scope  of  the  bill  was 
attended  to,  he  did  not  believe  that  any  such  con- 
sequences could  arise  from  it,  becausf^  every  per- 
son liable  to  punishment  by  this  bill,  must  be  act- 
iDjg  contrary  to  the  authority  of  the  Government 
or  the  United  States,  and  persons  of  the  descrip- 
tion alluded  to,  are  expressly  authorized  by  law 
to  prosecute  their  claims  abroad.  But  an  argu- 
ment had  been  used  by  gentlemen  all  round  the 
House,  which  had  undoubtedly  weight.  It  was 
this — "  You  say  these  persons  are  aot  meant  to  be 
included,  what  objection,  therefore,  can  you  have 
to  satisfy  us  that  they  cannot  be  included  by  the 
admission  of  a  proviso  to  exclude  them?"  Thoueh 
Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  on  the  subject,  yet  he  thought 
it  was  no  more  than  reasonable  to  remove  those 
of  other  gentlemen.  It  is  true  the  courts  might 
force  a  construction  of  the  law  so  as  to  include 
these  persons  within  its  operation,  Utough  this 
could  never  be  expected.  It  was,  however,  doubt- 
less proper  to  leave  as  little  to  the  discretion  of  a 
court  in  a  penal  law  as  possible.  Under  this  im- 
pression he  had  prepared  an  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  excepting  the  persons  in  question  from 
the  operation  m  this  bill. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  might  be  objected  to  an  amend- 
ment of  this  kind,  that  the  proviso  indicates  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  t  be  Legislature,  that  without 
it  the  law  would  have  included  the  persons  ex- 
cepted. But  he  believed  this  was  not  a  just  con- 
clusion, since  he  had  seen  many  acts  passed,  in 
which  clauses  of  this  kind  had  been  inserted, 
merely  with  a  view  of  removing  individual  doubts. 
It  was  with  this  view  that  he  proposed  this  amend- 
ment.  It  was  as  follows : 

Provided  aiwayt,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
shall  b«  OHutrued  to  abridge  the  right  of  any  citizeDa 
of  the  United  States  to  apply  by  themselves,  or  Hum 
lawful  ^nta,  to  any  foreign  Government,  or  agent 
thereof,  for  the  lediesa  of  any  imniy  in  tebtton  to  per> 
son  or  propertr,  whidi  sndi  indmduals  may  have  sn^ 
tained  fitmi  audi  Oovemmen^  ai^  of  its  agMits,  dti> 
sens,  or  rabjeets." 
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The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  67  TOtes  being 
for  it. 

Mr.  Hakrison  supposed  geutlemen  would  have 
sufficiently  gained  their  purpose  by  baving  a  lav 
of  this  kind  enacted,  and  hoped  they  would  there- 
fore suffer  it  to  go  out  of  our  code  at  the  close  of 
a  year.  To  effect  this  purpose,  he  moved  a  limit- 
ation clause. 

The  motion  was  negatired— 49  to  39. 

Mr.  Harpbb  moved  an  amendment  in  the  body 
of  the  bill  in  these  words,  ''with  intent  to  usurp 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  by  intermeddttog  in  any  dispute,  contro- 
Tersy,  or  negotiation,  between  the  United  States 
and  such  tureign  Government;  or  with  intent  to 
defeat  or  counteract  any  measure  or  measures  of 
the  GoverDment  of  the  United  States,"  striking 
out  a  few  other  words  of  surplusage. 

After  some  objection  made  to  tnis  amendment 
by  Mr.  Gbibwold,  Mr.  H.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  EoGt^STOH  renewed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  amend  it  by  making  it 
read,  ''and  with  intent,"  instead  of  *<or  with 
intent." 

After  some  debate,  the  question  on  this  latter 
motion  was  put  and  carried— 49  votes  being  for 
it.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  and  it  was  negatived — 55  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Isaac  Pabker,  which 
had  been  agreed  to ;  wlien 

Mr.  Nicholas  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it.    The  yeas  were  69,  the  nays  27,  as  follows : 

YiiA — George  Baer,  jun.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thomas  Bloont,  Richard  Brent, 
Bobert  Brown,  Stephen  Ballock,  Samael  J.  Cabell, 
John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  ClopUin,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  George 
Dent,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucaa  Elmendor^  WilliuD 
Findley,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun.,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  WilUam  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister, 
David  Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  Waiter  Jones, 
Jc^n  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WilHam  Mat- 
fliews,  Blair  McCtenajcban,  Jose^  MeDoweU,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Isaac  Pariier*  Jonah  Parker,  Tho- 
mas FiaAnv^,  Jcim  Raed,  James  Bduueman,  ^unuel 
Bewail,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnkhson,  Tomp- 
■on  J.  Skinner,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  ^aight,  Richard  Sprigg, 
Kchard  Stanford,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson, 
liiomas  Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  John 
£.  Van  Alen,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan 
Brace,  David  Brooks,  Christenpher  G.  Champlin,  James 
Cochran,  William  Craik,  JcSai  Dennis,  William  Ed- 
mond,  Thoinaa  Evens,  Atael  Foster,  Dwig^it  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  CluunoeT  Ooodridi,  Roger  Gris- 
wold,  Willism  Barry  Grove,  WilHam  Hindman,  James 
H.  Imlay,  Samael  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Ijewis  R. 
Morris,  Hanison  O.  Otis,  John  Rndedge,  jr., '  Peleg 
fiprague,  Pdeg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Waln»  and  John 
Williams. 
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Mr.  EaoLBsTON  again  renewed  the  amendment 
which  had  been  originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Har- 
per in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  Rfter 
some  observaiions  against  it  by  Mr.  GALLATiN,as 
tending  to  place  the  crime  proposed  to  be  pna- 
isbed  on  more  uncertain  ground  than  it  stands  in 
the  bill  at  present,  Mr.  E.  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Habbison  renewed  hia  limitation  clause, 
and  called  theiyeas  and  nays  upon  it.  Ii  was 
negatired— 56  to  41,  as  follom: 

Ykas— Abraham  Baldwio.  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  0»- 
beU,  Thomas  Claiborne,  WilHam  Charles  Cole  Clai- 
bome,  Matthew  Clay,  Jtdin  Clopton,  John  Dawsea, 
Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  William  Findlaqr, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jon.,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Har- 
rison, Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph 
McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Tompson  J. 
Skinner,  WilUam  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  Spaigfit,  Rich- 
ard Sprigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  Jcdm 
Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Tamum,  Abraham  Venabls,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  Geoige  Baer,  jun.,  Bail^  Bart- 
lett, James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Bnx^, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Jdtua 
Chapman,  James  Cochran,  William  Craik,8amuel  W. 
Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Ji^  Dennii^  Getnge  Dent, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,AbieI  Foster,  Dwif^t 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Heniy  Glen,  Chauncoy 
Goodrich,  WOliam  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William 
Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William  Hind- 
man,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Mechir,  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Hai- 
rison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas 
I^nckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rotledge,  jun.,  James 
Sdiureman,  Sunnel  BewaU,  llfHOiam  Shepard,  11m>- 
maa  Sinnickscm,  NathanM  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Pa- 
leg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark 
Thomson,  Thomas  TiDinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alsn, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Wabi,  and  John  Willi ama. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  renewed  the  amendment 
which  had  been  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Egqleston, 
giring  the  reason  for  so  doing,  that  it  would,  in 
his  opinion,  make  the  bill  more  explicit  than  it 
now  stands,  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 
They  were  taken,  and  the  motion  was  negauved — 
57  to  36,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thos.  Blount, 
Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabdl,  Thos. 
Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jetm  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davii,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Eggleston,  William  Findley,  James  Gilleepii^ 
Andrew  Ongg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, Carter  B.  Harrison,  3<m^  Heister,  Walter  Jonea* 
Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Blair  McGlenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New» 
John  IS'it^oIas,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Seaith* 
William  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  Spai^t,  Richard  8lui- 
ford,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  VamDaa, 
Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  Geoi^e  Baer,  jun.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett, James  A.  Bayar<^  Jonathan  Brace,  David  BrmAk, 
Sl^hen  Bollock  Ofaristo^er  G.  Champtin,  JdmOhi^ 
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mn,  JaiDM  Uodma,  WilUam  Cnik,  8ud1.  W.  Dana* 
John  Dennis,  Georae  Dant,  William  Edmond,  Lucaa 
Swii(  Abiel  Poster,  Dwi^t  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Albeit  Gallatin,  Henry  Gkn, 
Chaunoi^  61eodiidt,  William  Gvdoa,  Roger  Griawold, 
WtUiain  Barry  Onm,  JooathaQ  N.  Havaiw,  William 
f*i~*™",  Hewkiah  L.  Hoamer,  Jamca  H.  Ii^y,  Jdm 
Wiftee  Kitter%  Samoel  Lyman,  Jamat  Maclur,  William 
Mrilhaws  Daoial  Morpm,  Umw  R.  Mivria,  Haniaon 
O.  Olii^  laaae  TaAm^  ^iker,  Thmm  Pindt- 

My,  Jahn  Read,  Jofan  Kmledge,  jr..  Jama*  Sdhneaian, 
flhMat  Sewall,  William  ShepanC  Tbomaa  Siimidnon, 
Natbanid  Smith,  Pdeg  Spragae,  Biehard  Sprigs,  Geo. 
Thatebo;  Biehard  ThomM^  Mark  Thomaon,  lliomfta 
TiUinghaat,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Pel«  Wadamirdi, 
Bobert  Wain,  and  John  WiUiama. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  wished  to  propose  two 
other  amendments  to  this  bill.  It  appeared  to  him 
thst  this  bill  may  not  only  punish,  as  offences,  acts 
not  criminat  in  tbemselves,  but  suffer  those  which 
are  criminal  to  pass  uopnaisbed.  This  bill  makes  it 
criminal  "  to  enter  ioto  any  verba!  or  written  inter- 
course witb  ai)y  foreign  Gorernment,  or  any  offi- 
cer or  agent  thereof,  with  intent  to  influence  the 
measure  or  cooduci  oP — of  what  7  "  That  Gor- 
emmenu"  So  that  it  does  not  make  it  criminal 
to  influence  the  eoaduct  of  an  officer  or  agent  of 
such  fiireigD  Qorernment.  He  allowed  there  might 
be  eases  in  which  it  would  not  be  criminal  thus  to 
iafluence  the  officers  or  agents  of  a  fureign  Gov- 
emmeot.  But  it  is  possible,  said  be,  that  indiri- 
duals,  without  the  permisnon  or  authority  of  the 
United  States — that  individuals  who  may  be  ex- 
ctoded  by  the  Constitution  from  negotiating  for 
the  United  Stales,  may  negotiate,  not  with  a  for- 
c^;n  GkiTernment,  but  witb  its  officer?  or  agents, 
not  to  change  the  measures  of  their  Government, 
but  to  influence  the  measores  or  conduct  of  such 
oftcers  or  agents.  And  would  not  a  conduct  of 
this  kind,  he  asked,  be  highly  criminal  ?  And 
might  it  not  produce  more  serious  effects  than 
the  offences  proposed  to  be  punished  by  this  bill  ? 
He -thought  It  might,  and  therefore  proposed  to 
anend  the  bill,  by  adding  the  words,  "  or  of  any 
offien  or  agent  ttnrecrf^" 

The  Teas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  this  ques^ 
lion.   They  were,  61  yeas  and  35  nays,  as  follows : 

TBAa— John  Allen,  GengeBaer,  jr.,  Alvaham  Bald- 
win, David  Bard,  Bailey  Baitlett,  James  A.  Bayard, 
Tbotaaa  Bloon^  Joanthan  Brace,  Richard  Breot,  David 
Brookib  Bobert  Brown,  Stephen  Bnllodc,  Samnal  J.  Ca- 
bdl,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm.  Charles 
Cole  Claibemc^  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James 
Coduan,  William  Craik,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Daw- 
MD,  Genge  Dent,  Joseph  Eggleaton,  Lucas  Klmendori^ 
WUlian  Findley,  Abiel  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
ADwit  Galiatio,  Junes  Gille^iie^  Henry  Glen,  Andrew 
Qngg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert 
Qaodlae  Haipw,  Carter  B-  Haniso^  Jonathan  N.  Ka- 
VMMW  Jose^  Heister,  David  HoluM^  Waltw  Jone% 
Edward  Ltrinfrton,  Matthew  Looke,  Samuel  Lyman, 
Jmbb  Maehir.  Nalbaaial  Maeoa,  William  Mattbrn^ 
nair  McClsDiichan,  Joa^  McDowell,  Anthony  New, 
John  Niehelas^  Jeaish  Parker,  Tompson  J.  Skinner, 
imffiui  Smith,  Biehard  Dobbs  Spaigbt,  Ricfaard  Sprigg, 
•ttdVd  Stefixd.  ThooMfl  TiULnghvl,  Abram  Trig& 
John  Trigg,  Joasfii  B.  TammB,  mti  Hghert  WiUkna. 


Nats — Ohristof^  G.  Champlin,  Samuel  W .  Dana, 
John  Dennis,  William  Edraond,  Thomas  Evani^  Dwi(^t 
Foelar,  Cfaauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gwdon,  Roger 
Griswold,  William  Hindman,  Heo^iah  L.  Hoamer,  Jaa. 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkaa  Kittera,  Daniel  Mo^an,  Lewis 
R.  Mnrris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Pai^,  Thomaa 
Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  Jamea  Sehar»> 
man,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Iliomas  Sinnid^ 
son,  Nathaniel  SmMi,  Samod  Smitfa,  Pefeg  Bgngatt 
Gewge  Thaldber,  Biohaid  Tboma%  MaA  Thoom^ 
John  E.  Van  Alan,  Vtltg  WadswoKh,  Bobott  Waln» 
and  John  WilUama 

Mr.  Gallatih  said,  he  would  attempt  Mice  more 
to  define  this  bilL  by  proposing  an  ameDdment 
which  met  his  ideas,  and  if  it  were  adopted  he 
would  vote  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
It  was  his  object  to  distinguish  between  acts  of  a 
criminal  nature  and  those  which  are  perfectlv  in- 
nocent; as  he  did  not  think  a  man  who  should  be 
the  means  of  the  raising  of  an  embargo  by  a  for- 
eign Government  should  be  punished  equally  with 
a  man  who  should  procure  an  embargo  to  belaid; 
or  a  man  who  procured  the  restoration  of  milliona. 
of  property,  with  a  man  who  should  cause  that 
property  to  be  condemned;  or  a  mau  who  should 
be  the  means  of  procuring  peace  to  his  country, 
with  him  who  should  be  the  meaas  of  involving 
us  in  war.  He  therefore  proposed  to  insert  the 
following  worda :  "  in  a  manner  detrimental  to  the 
United  Statea." 

This  amendment  was  warmly  opposed  byMams* 
Harpbr,  Pincknbt,  Spraoub,  and  Batard  ;  and 
supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  Nicholas. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — 54  to  40 — and 
then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 


Tbubbday,  January  17. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  J.  Pareek,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  re- 
lated to  the  Naval  filstablishment,  made,  in  par^ 
the  foUowiog  report : 

That  an  act  passed  the  6rat  of  July,  one  thouauid 
seven  hundred  and  ninty>eeven,  anthwizmg  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  to  cause  the  frigates  United 
Statea  and  Constitation,  of  forty-fear  guna  eaeh,  with 
Uie  Constellation  of  tfrirty-^,  to  be  manned  and  em- 
ployed ;  for  the  accomplishment  of  which,  the  twenty- 
seveath  of  March  following,  alaw  pasnd,  i^sopnatlDg 
a  sum  net  aieaadtag  oae  houdred  and  fifteen  ^nsaad 
eight  hundred  and  thhi^-tiuae  dirflaia,  to  omn^te  and 
equip  those  ahipaf(»-sea;  abotawfanndradaiMnxtean 
thousand,  riz  hundred  and  aeventy>nine  dollars  foe  the 
pay  and  snbsialenoe  of  the  officers  and  erewa  for  oa*- 
year— sixty  thoaaand  didlara  for  wear  and  tear,  and  twa 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  to  payaalarieaofpenona 
having  care  of  the  navy  yards  at  NaiAlk,  New  Taikt 
and  PortoDouth. 

On  the  twenly-eeveath  of  April,  one  thouaand  seven 
handled  and  ninety  ei|^  an  act  paaaed,  entitled  **An 
act  to  ]»ovide  an  addii^al  armament  for  the  further 
pMtfeotion  of  the  trade  of  the  United  StaUs,  and  for 
otbea  porpoaes,"  anthotixmg  the  Prestdant  of  tite,  United 
States  to  canae  to  be  boilt,  porehased,  or  hired,  a  nnm> 
bo-  of  vesssb,  not  a»eeadii^  twaive  nor  eanying  awaa 
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tfun  twen^  two  guna  each,  to  be  armed,  fitted  out,  and 
manned,  under  his  direction.  Tocanythislawintoefiect, 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thouaand  dollars  were 
appropriated. 

On  the  4th  of  Maji  1708,  an  act  paaaed,  authorizing 
Ae  PiMident  i^  dw  Unitod  States  to  oauie  to  be  built 
(wpordiased  a  number  of  somII  Teasds,  to  be  equipped 
as  gsU^s,  or  otherwise,  to  be  stationed  in  such  parts  of 
the  United  States  as  he  may  dinct.  To  cany  this  into 
eAct,  eigh^  thousand  dollars  were  appn^priated. 

On  the  88lh  of  May,  "  An  act,  more  efiectually  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United  States" 
pused,  which  authorized  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States  to  inatract  and  direct  the  commanders  of  the 
aimed  veaaeb  of  the  United  States  to  seize,  take,  and 
Imng  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  to  be  proceeded 
against  aceonling  to  the  laws  of  nations,  any  armed  ves- 
sel of  the  Republic  of  I^ance*  sailing  under  authority  or 
pretence  of  authori^,  which  shaU  have  committed,  or 
which  shall  be  found  hoT^ing  on  the  coasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  purpose  of  committing,  depredations 
on  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  dtizens  thereof;  and 
also  to  retake  any  ship  or  Teasel  of  any  citizen  or  dtizens 
of  the  United  States  which  may  have  been  eaptnied  by 
audi  armed  vesseL 

On  the  SSd  of  June,  an  act  passed,  entitled  *•  An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  providing  a  naval 
armament,'  and  die  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  authorize 
the  PrcsidBnt  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  pur- 
dused  or  built  a  number  of  small  vessels,  to  be  equip- 
ped as  galleys,  or  otherwise."  The  act  authorizes  ^e 
President  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  revenue  cutters 
to  seventy  marines  and  seamen,  and  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  employ  them,  as  well  as  the  small  vessels  to  be 
equipped  as  galleys  or  otherwise. 

On  the  SOth  of  June,  was  passed  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  an  ad- 
ditional armament  for  the  farther  protection  of  the  trade 
of  the  United  Stales ;  and  Ibr  other  puipoaaa."  This 
act  antitoiizea  tiie  Prerident  (tf  the  Uidted  States  to  ac- 
onit  vessels  offered  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
where  he  may  cause  evidence  of  the  debt  or  the  obliga- 
tion to  be  given  therefor,  limited  to  twelve  vessels ;  Uie 
interest  to  be  paid,  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent.  This  act 
also  stipulates  the  size  of  the  vessels  to  be  received,  as 
well  as  the  size  of  those  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  37th 
of  April,  viz:  six,  not  exceeding  18  guns  each ;  twdve, 
not  less  dian  30,  not  exeaediug  34 ;  and  rix,  not  leas  dian 
83  gunseadL  The  third  aection  of  this  act  autboriias 
the  President  to  accept  of  armed  vasials  from  any  State, 
body  pditie  or  corp<»mte,  dtizen  or  dtiieai  of  the '  Uni- 
ted States. 

An  act  passed  July  16th  last,  making  a  fiurdier  appro- 
priation for  the  additional  naval  armament,  provides  for 
the  building  of  three  ships  of  not  less  than  82  guns  eadi, 
and  appropriates  600,000  dollars  for  diat  purpose,  and 
authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ 
timber  and  other  materials  for  ships  now  on  hand,  to  be 
used  for  this  poipoia,  <nr  diapoeed  <tf  in  atufa  manner  as 
ha  may  direct 

In  conformity  to  those  several  acta,  UmsIw  Delaware, 
of  twenty  guns,  sailed  on  a  cruise,  and  todt  Le  Croyable, 
Frmch  privateer,  of  14  guns,  and  seventy  men,  within 
Bonndings,  on  oor  coast ;  which  privateer  had  taken  ves- 
sels on  the  coast  A  fow  days  after,  the  ship  Ganges 
■ailed  on  a  cruise  :  tlus  ship  mounted  twentjr-four  guns. 
In  iiine,  the  Constellation,  of  thir^-six  guns,  sailed  on  a 
enitee ;  and  in  July,  the  Coostttutum  and  United  Statea, 
of  44  guns  each ;  and  shortly  after,  aevml  otter  veaaels 


of  war.  For  a  particular  account  of  the  existing  force, 
as  well  as  the  additional  veasets  preparing,  the  commit- 
tee exhibit  herewith  a  report  of  this  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  36th  ultimo. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report,  further,  that 
about  dke  time  of  Ae  sailing  of  our  ahips  o€  war,  and 
before  the  merchant  ships  were  petmilted  to  am  for 
Uietr  defence,  our  trade  was  in  sudi  jeopardy  at  sea  and 
on  the  coast,  from  French  privateers,  diat  but  few  vea- 
sels  escaped  them ;  that  ruin  stared  in  the  foee  aU  con- 
cerned in  shipping,  and  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  pro- 
perty insured;  that  insurmnoe  stood  at  the  following 
rates  in  Philadd|Aia,  at  that  time : 


Russia                  out  33^  per  eeiiL' 
Sweden    •      -         SO  " 

—Home 
tt 

ni 

Denmark  and  Hansa 

Towns  - 

174 

<f 

tt 

174 

Holland  . 

30 

(■ 

*« 

174 

Great  Britain  - 

174 

tt 

tt 

174 

Spun 

174 

If 

tt 

17| 

Fraoca  • 

Portugal  • 

16 

II 

tt 

15 

Morocco  - 

80 

tt 

*t 

SO 

Italy 

S7J 

tt 

tt 

874 

Chma  and  the  East 

Indies  - 

30 

tt 

tt 

16 

West  Indies  • 

174 

tt 

It 

174 

Africa 

80 

tt 

t* 

SO 

That  at  tiiis  time  insurance  can  be  had  at  Ae  Mr 
lowing  rate%  in  the  same  offices : 
To  Russia     •      -    out  134  pet  ox^- — ^Hom«  134 


Sweden  - 

134 

«f 

tl 

134 

Denmark  and  Hanae 

Towns - 

10 

(f 

tl 

10 

Holland  - 

16 

(t 

tt 

134 

Great  Britain  • 

10 

tt 

tl 

10 

Spain 

184 

tt 

tl 

IH 

France  - 

Portugal  - 

10 

tt 

tt 

10 

Morocco  - 

184 

tt 

tt 

in 

Italy 

174 

It 

tt 

174 

Ohma  and  die  East 

bidiee  - 

10 

tl 

II 

10 

West  Indies  - 

134 

tt 

tt 

134 

Africa 

184 

tt 

tl 

184 

From  hence  it  will  appear,  ind^ndent  of  our  great- 
er security  at  home,  as  well  as  from  insult  and  robbe- 
ries abroad,  that  the  saving  on  our  shipping,  exports  and 
imports,  for  the  last  year,  has  been  more  than  could 
have  been  expected  in  so  short  a  period.  Bnt,ideasnig 
as  this  is  to  die  committee,  they  nave  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  the  saving  will  be  greater  as  our  naval 
force  increases,  believing  that  insurance  will  be  lees 
than  it  now  is.  The  committee  would  exhibit  an  exact 
statement  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  last  year,  if 
they  bad  it  in  their  power,  as  well  as  die  qoantitf  of 
tonnage  employed  by  the  TTnited  Statee,  but  on  account 
of  the  dreadful  malady  that  afflicted  this  d^,  as  well  as 
odwr  important  towns  of  die  United  States,  the  returns 
cannot  beobtained ;  nor  can  the  committee  exacdy  eati* 
mate  the  value  oi  the  imports  of  the  last  year,  as  die 
vahie  is  not  annexed  to  several  artides  whidi  pay  du^, 
the  duty  being  estimated  by  the  pound  on  cofiee,  dfce., 
and  rum,  dec,  by  the  gallon ;  but  the  imports  in  the 
United  States,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1797,  to  80th 
September,  1738,  may  be  safely  estimated  at  6Ay  mil- 
lioiis  of  dollars ;  the  committee  bdieve,  'more,  i^the 
profits  on  exports  have  been  eoiMldenUe,  and  nAsys  ■ 
imported  are  not  entsced. 
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The  ezpocta  beguming  on  the  lit  October,  1796,  and 
euling  S^itember  SOth.  1707,  were  as  fbllowa : 


To  Rium 
Sweden 
Denmark 
HoUand 
Great  Britain 
HanaeToww 
Fiaaee 
Spam 
Pflftngal 
Weat  Indies - 
Afika 

Enrcme  (generally) 
Nofttwcat  CoHt  of  America 


93,460 
898,315 
8,533,224 
8,846,466 
8^8,748 
0,689,868 
11.684,001 
6,596,353 
463310 
1,508,044 
S30333 
207,077 
16^ 


51,294,710 


In  additiim  towhidi,  the  cmnmittee  are  aaaufed  that 
large  snuw  of  apeeie  have  been  exported,  particolariy  to 
die  Eart  and  West  Indiee,  and  China. 

Tlie  merchant  shipping  of  the  United  Statee,  built 
and  employed  in  that  period,  were  as  fbUowii 

Tons. 

In  foreign  commetoe  .  .  -  676,046 
Couting  trade  -  200,372 
Fuberiee         ....  38,920 


914,338 


Bendes  3,114  tons  of  shipping  built  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  owned  in  the  United  States — mining  the 
wbi4e  a  total  of  917,542  tone— the  value  of  which  may 
b«  &irty  estimated  as  follows : 

Shipping  owned  in  the  United  States,  employed  in 
foreign  ccnnmerce,  67^160  tons,  at  forty  doUars  per 
ton  937,126,400 

Coaaten  and  Fidiennen,  SS9,S90,  at  930 
per  too  -         -         -         -  7,178,760 


Total 


84,805,160 


The  committee  beg  leave  to  state,  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  measures  taken  for  the  protection  of  dM  com  - 
nerce  of  the  United  States,  and  sobeeqoent  thereto^ 
have  saved  to  the  United  States  considerably  more  than 
all  the  expeDMs  incnrred  by  the  Naval  Establishment ; 
and,  in  aU  of  their  opinion,  beg  leave  to  eztubit  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

Exports  and  impcwts  into  the  United  States  for  one  year, 
emnmendng  from  Uie  time  of  the  sailing  of  oar  ves- 
adsof  war,  and  authoriiing  merchant  ahipa  to  arm, 
91.000,000  at  7i  per  cent  h     -      •  -  97.600,000 

Valoa  vS  veaaela  employed  in  foreign  trade, 
9S7,l«6,4O0^  at  7^  per  cent  is  -  3,006,730 

Coaatera  and  liabamen,  9^,17S|760h  at  one 
percent.   71,787  60 


Total  -  -  -  9,578,617  60 
whidi  may  be  reaamably  calculated  on,  as,  notwith- 
standing die  rate  of  insnnnce  has  fallen  so  much,  the 
stock  of  the  iosorance  company  of  this  dty  is  higher 
than  at  any  other  period,  which  evidently  shows  that  it 
maj  be  sdU  lewerM— the  natural  eonaequence  most  be, 
tfiat  ftafght  wai  fon  as  weO  aa  inanmnoe ;  foreun  pn>> 
dnctiona  will  dmre  Aeaama  fote,  iriiile  th«  imidaettons 
of  oiircoaBtqr>*ndfidiiriai,w31nteindisaame 


portion — as  the  merchants  of  this  ooantr^  will  be  ena< 
bled  to  do  mora  on  a  less  capital,  and  with  more  cer^ 
tatn^. 

The  exact  expense  that  has  attended  the  whole  of 
the  Naval  Equipment  cannot  be  ascertained  on  account 
of  the  late  fever,  added  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's 
not  having  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office  ontil  June 
last,  and  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  not  befon  Sep- 
tember; hot  the  annual  expense  attending  the  jneaent 
Naval  Establishment,  including  eight  revenue  cotters, 
is  estimated  at  two  millions  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  thounnd  two  hundred  and  nx^-one  doUais 
and  ten  cents,  as  will  appear  by  tl^  rq>ort  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  this  report;  and  the  com- 
mittee presume  that  thesums  there  stated  will  be  fully 
adequate  to  answer  the  purpoaea  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended ;  frran  that  sum  may  be  taken  the  estimate  tii 
the  annual  expense  of  the  BetaUation  galley,  taken  in 
the  West  Indies  by  two  French  frigates,  twenty-fonr 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty^seven  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cents,  leaving  the  annual  expense  of  the  pre» 
ent  armament,  two  millions  four  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twmty-three  dinars. 

Tour  committee  beg  leave  to  report  as  their  opinioa 
that,  for  die  safe-keeping  and  careening  the  ^ips  of 
war  ot  the  United  Statea,  a  <doek  nr  do^  diould 
be  established  in  one  m  mora  places  in  the  United 
Statea ;  that  it  wobU  he  adviaaUa  to  lay  in  annnall^r  a 
stock  of  timber  tK  the  building  and  repairing  of  ships 
of  war,  and  that  a  sum  of  money  ought  to  be  aKOopii- 
ated  for  that  purpose;  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  autborned  to  have  put  on  board  such  of  the 
vessels  of  war  as  he  may  think  proper,  an  additional 
number  of  guns,  than  for  which  me  ship  or  vessel  may 
be  rated,  and  that  an  additional  sum  ought  to  be  appro- 
priated therefor ;  that  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  augmented.  Tliey,  therefor^  submit  the 
following  neolotions: 

Btaohedt  That   docks  be  established  in  the 

UniiMi  States,  uid  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  d(d- 

lars  be  appropriated  therefor. 

RtMohtd,  That  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 

annual  purchase  of  timber  to  be  used  or  preserved  for 
building  ships  or  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  Sutes. 

lUaohed,  That  the  Navy  diould  be  augmented  with 

 ships,  to  cany  not  less  than  sevens-four  guns, 

and  sloops-of-war  of  not  mora  than  eighteen  guns, 

and  that  a  anm  not  wceeding  dollaia  be  ^t^c^ 
priated  dwrefor. 

Rat^Md,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  be 
authorised  by  law  to  augment  the  number  of  guns  on 
board  any  ship  now  in  service,  or  building,  id^e  the 

number  such  ship  may  be  rated,  and  dial  ddlan 

be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stales 
should  be  authorized  to  take  on  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment audi  of  the  revenue  cutters  now  in  service,  as  may 
be,  in  his  opinion,  fit  for  servioe  idvoad. 

The  report  was  committed  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

USU^ATION  OP  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY. 

The  bill  for  paoishinj  certain  crimes  therein 
mentioned  baring  been  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  being  "Shall  this  bill  pass  7" 

Mr<  LiTiNOSTON  rose. — Not  haTing  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  instructed  bjr  the  discussion  of 
die  r^olve  whicli  pcodaeed  the  present  bill,  I  en- 
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deavored  to  compeasate  for  that  misfortuae  hy 
the  nUMt  uDremiited  aiteotioa  to  tbe  arguments 
since  its  recommitment.  As  those  arguments 
chiefly  turned  on  the  general  principles  of  the  act. 
I  had  Doped  to  hare  discovered  in  them  as  well 
the  necessity  for  the  measure  as  the  propriety 
of  the  particular  remedy  proposed,  la  both  these 
expectations,  sir,  I  hare  been  disappointed.  No 
necessity  has  bieeu  shown  for  the  measure.  No 
argiimeots  hare  evinced  the  fitness  of  these  pro- 
visions  to  arrest  the  evil,  if  it  should  exist.  I  have 
always,  believed,  sir,  that  laws,  more  especially 
those  of  a  penal  nature,  should  not  be  passed 
without  an  acknowledged  necessity.  Every  law 
is  a  restraint  on  natural  liberty,  and  every  useless 
restraint  is  a  wanton  exercise  of  power,  which  a 
wise  Legislature  will  not.  and  a  limited  one  can- 
not, indulge.  Laws  of  this  description  ought  also 
to  be  unequivocal  in  their  language ;  they  should 
operate  equally ;  their  penalties  should  bear  a  due 
proportion  to  the  offence,  and  they  should  be  ade- 
quate to  the  end  proposed.  These  principles  are 
so  generally  admitted  as  the  basis  of  all  penal 
lesislation.  that  any  attempt  to  estaUish  their 
validity  might  seem  presomptious,  or,  at  least, 
useless. 

Let  us,  then,  examine  how  far  the  present  mea- 
sure will  bear  the  test  of  these  rules ;  and  asl^  first, 
what  is  the  evil  complained  of?  Where  is  the 
necessity  for  the  proposed  restraint?  Two  an- 
swers have  been  attempted  to  this  preliminary 
and  most  important  question — the  one  drawn  from 
a  supposed  state  of  the  politics  of  Europe,  the  other . 
from  a  particular  occurrence  which  bad  lately 
happened,  as  relating  to  the  United  States.  We 
are  told,  first,  that  the  state  of  the  world,  at  this 
eventful  period,  calls  for  unusual  and  energetic 
measures  to  repel  efforts  that  are  now  first  made 
to  separate  the  people  from  their  Qoremment ;  to 
destroy  social  <»der,  and  overtura  the  constitu- 
tional estaUisfaments  of  mankind.  I  cannot,  sir, 
see  the  connexion  between  these  fears  and  the 
provisions  of  the  biU  under  consideration,  nor  how 
we  shall  prevent  those  evils  by  forbidding  ao  indi- 
Tidoal  to  aid  his  Oovernment  in  promoting  the 
success  of  their  negotiations.  Butin  inquiringinto 
a  necessity  which,  it  is  said,  arises  from  a  general 
state  of  things,  affecting  all  nations,  but  more  par- 
tieolarly  those  who  are  nearest  to  the  source  of 
this  evil,  let  us  ask,  whether  any  of  them  have 
thought  a  measure  like  the  present  essential  to 
their  safety  ?  The  posture  of  affairs  in  Europe  is 
said  imperiously  to  evince  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing the  plan  which  gentlemen  have  proposed  to 
us.  If  these  things  are  so,  how  does  it  happen 
that  no  nation  of  Europe  has  yet  discovered  the 
necessity  for  a  law  like  this?  Are  they  less  ex- 
pos^ to  danger  from  this  source?  Gentlemen,  on 
the  contrary,  tell  ua  they  are  more  so  from  their 
local  position.  Are  they  then  inattentive  to  their 
safety  ?  Surely  they  must  be  Uind  not  to  see  the 
danger  if  it  is  so  urgent  as  is  described.  How  is 
it  then,  that  under  these  circunistances,  all  thena- 
ticHU  of  the  earth  have  not  fortified  themselves  by 
penalties,  on  this  weak,  unguarded  side  1  Why  is 
tt  thai  not  a  single  instance  can  be  prodoced  of 
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one  people  who  have  deemed  this  a  necessary  ad- 
dition to  their  code?  and  that  even  in  countries 
where  the  act  might  be  deemed  a  breach  of  prerog- 
ative, it  is  nera  punished  or  considered  as  a  crime, 
except  when  the  interference  is  to  counteract  the 
views  of  Oovernment.  And  permit  me  here  to  de- 
clare^  if  that  were  the  only  object  of  the  present 
bill,  It  should  not  meet  with  my  opposition.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  indeed,  endeav- 
ors to  accoimt  for  this  tacit  evidence  against  his 
positions,  by  saying  that  the  case  is  new ;  that  df»- 
mestic  treachery,  and  excitements  to  insurreeticm, 
were  never  before  resorted  to  as  the  means  of  war- 
fare, and  that,  therefore,  we  have  no  instances  to 
guide  us  in  the  history  of  foreign  jurisprudence. 
Again,  sir,  let  rae  rep^t,  that  there  is  no  connex- 
ion between  domestic  treachery  and  the  crimes 
created  by  this  bill.  The  acts  which  will  be  pun- 
ishable after  its  passage,  are  such  as  before  were 
innocent,  at  least,  if  not  praiseworthy.  But  if  the 
bill  did  apply  to  domestic  treason  and  insurrection, 
how  can  the  gentleman  support  the  assertion  that 
these  are  novelties  in  war  ?  Does  not  the  gentle- 
man's ancient  erudidon,  as  well  as  his  modem 
reading,  teach  him  the  reverse  t  la  what  war  hare 
not  these  secret  machioatioos  been  resorted  to,  as 
well  as  open  force  ?  If  then,  no  nation,  though  all 
more  exposed  to  danger  from  this  source  than  we 
are,  has  guarded  itself  by  a  similar  provision,  the 
deduction  is  a  fair  one,  that  no  nation  luis  either 
apprehended  danger  or  experienced  evil  for  the 
want  of  this  addition  to  their  code,  and  that,  of 
course,  the  argument  drawn  from  the  general  state 
of  Europe  not  only  gives  no  support  to  the  bill, 
but  as  far  as  example  goes,  shows  us  that  it  is  use- 
less or  mischievous.  But  thoueh  unnecessary  in 
other  countries,  it  is  said  to  be  demanded  here  by 
circumstances  peculiar  to  ourselves ;  that  a  trans- 
action has  lately  happened  which  evinces  Uie  dan- 
ger of  individual  interference  in  national  con- 
cerns, and  loudly  calls  for  the  sanction  of  a  pn- 
alty  to  prevent  it  in  future.  In  advertine  to  thii 
particurar  instance,  I  am  ready  to  admit  the  auda- 
city of  that  interference  which,  without  theaid  of 
a  commission  or  instructions  procured  the  release 
of  a  number  of  valuable  ships,  and  the  enormity 
of  the  crime  which  effected  the  discharge  of  many 
valuable  citizens  from  a  foreign  prison ;  but  while 
I  admit  the  great  injury  we  hare  received  by  such 
unauthorized  and  wicked  acts,  let  me  caution  the 
House  against  being  led  away  by  the  indignation 
such  conduct  must  naturally  inspire.  I  have  al- 
ways been  taught  to  believe  that  laws  passed  to 
meet  particular  cases,  aud  under  the  influence  of 
passions  which  are  excited  by  the  animosities  of 
party,  are  generally  bad  laws ;  that  they  are,  for 
the  most  part,  cruel  and  oppressive,  and  ue  com- 
monly repealed  as  soon  as  passion  subsides  and 
leraslation  resumes  its  calmness  and  dignity. 

xou  are,  indeed  told,  sir,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee  every  evil,  or  imagine  every  crime;  that, 
therefore,  in  many  instances,  it  is  impossible  to 
legislate  until  the  evil  occurs,  and  that  then  it  is 
a  duty  to  apply  the  remedy.  This  reasoning  is 
perfectly  just,  when  applied  to  in^voper  act^ 
which  are  fwevalent,  which  are  injimons  in  their 
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dfeets,  and  which,  unless  prerented.  might  fre- 
qnendr  again  occur;  bat  it  surely  cannot  apply, 
as  in  the  present  case,  to  a  solitary  instance, 
which  bad  operated  beneficially,  but  which  was 
not  likely  to  be  repealed.  The  laws,  sir,  which 
different  nations  have  passed,  when  heated  by  the 
passion  of  the  moment,  to  operate  on  jiarticular 
cases,  would  make  ns  smile  at  their  singularity 
and  folly,  if  we  were  not  forced  to  weep  over 
their  crnelty  and  oppression. 

I  will  mention  a  few  instances  from  the  history 
tif  a  nation  with  which  we  are  all  fomiliar,  and 
will  confine  myself  to  a  short  period,  during 
tbe  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  a  period  whm  acts  of 
this  kind  were  more  jmralent  than  at  any  other 
thne,  when  every  new-fangted  doctrine  ra  reli- 
gion, every  caprice  of  tbe  Monarch,  became  the 
roandation  of  a  law,  and  when  the  Parliament  did 
not  Uush  at  the  title  or  provisions  of  an  act  "to 
l«erent  the  diversity  of  opinions."  How  far,  sir, 
we  have  travelled  in  this  road,  how  far  we  have 
attempted  already  to  fetter,  if  not  the  indulgence, 
at  least  the  expression  of  opinion,  those  who  bear 
me  will  judge.  That  we  may  proceed  no  further 
in  this  path,  let  us  examine  some  of  the  laws  made 
on  the  spur,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  occasion,  and 
we  shalT find  a  ridicule  attached  to  them  which 
snrdr  will  not  inrite  our  imitation.  Id  tbe  period 
lo  wnieh  I  have  referredj  a  cook  belonging  to  the 
Bfsfaop  of  Rochester,  mixed  some  poison  in  one 
1^  his  dishes,  or,  perhaps,  dressed  it  so  ill,  that  the 
Bishop  and  some  of  his  guests  died  of  an  indiges- 
tion. Tbe  Parliament,  feelingly  alive  to  every 
mhaat,  zealous  to  punish  every  crime,  began  imme- 
diately to  legislate^  and  as  treason  was  then  as 
&shtonable  a  term  as  sedition  is  here,  they,  with 
great  pro[^ety,  atutnted  tbe  cook  of  high  tr^tson. 
and.  to  preserve  some  kind  of  relation  between  tbe 
punishment  and  the  offence,  they  ordered  him  to 
he  boiled  in  his  own  pot.  But  this  was  not  all. 
It  was  not  enough  to  punish  one  offender.  This 
would  have  been  doing  things  by  halves.  They 
extended  the  penalties  of  high  treason  to  every 
future  offence ;  and,  as  if  none  but  one  of  the  same 
profession  could  be  guilty  of  the  crime,  decreed 
iliat  tbe  same  culinary  punishment  should  forever 
be  inflicted. 

Wheaerer  a  doubt  arose  in  tbe  mind  of  the 
Blonareh  relative  to  his  confession  of  faith,  or  the 
fidelity  of  his  mistress,  whenever  tbe  good  of  the 
Kingooro  absolutely  reoaired  tbathesbould  change 
his  religion,  or  cut  off  the  head  of  his  Ctueen ; 
iriienever  any  of  these  cases  occurred,  the  Parlia- 
ment, ever  ready  in  their  zeal  to  provide  for  the 
important  object  of  the  moment,  endeavoring  to 
keep  pace  with  tbe  incomprehensible  changes  of 
his  faith,  very  piouHy  directed  all  those  to  be  con- 
demned as  heretics,  who  dared  to  doubt  when  the 
King  wss  convinced ;  and,  in  the  same  style  of 
legislation,  but  with  a  little  variety  of  manner,  or- 
dered them  to  be  nicely  roasted.  If  the  modern 
imfNTOTemeDts  had  then  existed,  I  have  no  doubt 
other  statutes  would  have  ^iven  us  other  varieties 
in  the  art  of  cooking  for  crimes. 

Di^osting,  sir.  and  ridiculous  a.<«  these  legisla- 
tive  provisions  are,  they  naturally  grow  out  of  the 
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rage  for  passing  laws  on  particular  occasions ;  and 
though  we  may  avoid  the  sava^  penalties  I  liavc 
quoted,  there  is  no  saying  how  far  we  may  extend 
the  penalties  of  sedition,  or  where  our  definition 
of  misdemeanors  will  end.  I  thank  God  that  a 
Constitutional  barrier,  I  hope  too  stron?  to  be 
broken,  is  placed  between  our  powers  and  the  defi- 
nition of  treason  ;  that  we  cannot  make  use  of  it 
as  an  engine  to  employ  In  the  prevalent  system  of 
terror.  It  is  not  true  then,  sir,  that  any  general 
considerations  require  this  law;  and,  if  a  particu- 
lar instance  has  occurred,  I  think  it  has  beat 
shown  to  be  improper  and  even  ri^culous  tomake 
it  the  subject  of  legislation. 

If,  however,  sir,  I  had  considered  this  measure 
as  unnecessary  only,  I  do  not  know  that  I  should 
have  troubled  the  House  with  any  observations  on 
the  subject.  I  should  have  said  to  myself,  the 
gentlemen  who  propose  this  measure  have  long 
been  the  exclusive  supporters  of  Qovemment ;  we 
have  the  best  authority  for  believing  it,  they  tell 
us  so  themselves;  they  alone  know  the  diseases 
of  the  State ;  they  alone  can  apply  the  reme- 
dy ;  and,  though  its  utility  is  not  apparent  to  my 
unenlightened  mind,  yet,  m  due  time,  the  wisdom 
of  their  measures  will  unfold  itself.  I  would  have 
said,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
dreamed  of  more  plots;  he  has  in  hiii  hand  the 
threads  of  a  new  conspiracy ;  his  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts has  received  another  memorial  frofn 
Paris;  let  us  wait  patiently;  they  tuve  so  well 
satisfied  us  on  the  score  of  tneir  former  apprehen- 
sions, that  we  ought  to  pat  implicit  confidence  in 
their  assertioiu  now."  This  reasoning,  sir,  would 
have  suppressed  mv  opposition  if  I  had  viewed  in 
this  bill  only  a  useless  measure,  but  it  is  worse,  it 
is  a  pernicious  one  ;  it  is  defective  in  that  great 
and  leading  characteristic  of  all  good  taws,  in  pre- 
cision. A  penal  law  ought  to  be  so  clear  to  the 
meanest  capacity,  that  no  doubt  should  exist  of  its 
construction,  that  he  who  runs  may  read  it;  and 
that  when  about  to  act  we  may  know  at  once  by 
recurring  to  plain,  evident  expressions  whether 
we  shall  incur  a  penalty.  Can  gentlemen  recur 
to  this  law  and  seriously  declare  that  they  have  a 
clear  idea  of  the  precise  acts  upon  which  it  is  de- 
signed  to  operate?  If  their  enlightened  minds 
comfwehend  it,  can  they  say  that  it  will  not  prove 
a  snare  to  entrap  the  illiterate  and  unwary  ?  Or, 
must  a  man  who  has  never  learned  to  poise  his 
words,  to  weigh  out  his  sentences  in  a  technical 
balance,  must  he  always  have  a  lawyer  at  his 
elbow  to  guide,  not  only  his  actions,  but  his  most 
unguarded  words,  without  adverting  to  the  nn- 
merous  class  of  words  and  actions  which  I  might 
suppose  to  come  within,  or  on  a  different  construc- 
tion to  be  left  without,  the  provisions  of  this  act? 
Let  me  only  refer  to  the  various  opinions  we  have 
heard  as  to  its  operation  on  this  floor.  Many  of 
these,  legal  opio'.ons  of  the  highest  respectability: 
Scarcely  two  of  them  have  agreed;  and  yet,  it  is 
contended,  the  law  is  sufficiently  precise.  We,  its 
framers,  after  a  week's  deliberation,  with  all  the 
advantages  our  situation  affords,  cannot  determine 
the  meaning  of  a  law,  which,  we  yet  insist,  that 
the  people  shall  understand  and  obey ;  this,  too,  a 
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law  highly  jwnal,  and.  next  to  treason  aod  felony' 
the  most  so  in  our  code. 

Not  only  uncertain,  the  law  is  also  unequal  in 
it6  operation ;  it  reduces  actions,  highly  crimioal 
in  themselves  and  mischierous  In  their  effects,  to 
a  level  with  others,  which,  if  daogerous,  are  onl^ 
«D  by  a  very  remote  tendency,  and  whose  crimi- 
sality  is  oiuy  created  by  the  hill.  This  objection 
ihas  been  ably  stated,  and  how,  sir,  was  it  answer- 
ed ?  By  a  reference  to  the  power  vested  in  the 
-Judge,  of  fining  aad  imprisoniDg,  within  the  dis- 
eietionanr  limits  left  by  the  law.  Jt  ii  true,  sir, 
there  is  that  discretion  left,  aod  It  U  that  of  which 
I  complain.  Every  wise  legislator  will  leave  as 
little  to  the  ioterpretation  of  the  Judge  as  possible, 
he  will  endeavoi  to  limit  discretion  by  precise 
rales,  and  will  not  give  the  Judge  a  power  of  le- 
gislating on  each  particular  case.  Discretionary 
poww  to  the  extent  contended  for  has  this  effect: 
acts  totally  dissimilar  are  classed  together  in  the 
same  taw,  and  the  Judge  has  a  discretionary  power 
of  declaring  that  the  penalty  intended  for  the  most 
■ffgravated  crime,  shall  be  mflicted  on  one  whose 
offence  is  so  slightly  separated  from  innocence, 
that  the  line  is  scarcely  discernible.  What  afield 
is  here  opened  for  partiality,  oppression,  and  the 
.indalgence  of  party  ra^e !  Shall  I  be  told  that  I 
want  a  just  coofideaee  in  out  Judges  ?  Sir,  if  we 
had  angels  on  the  hencb,  I  shonla  think  it  a  duty 
to  leave  as  little  as  possible  to  the  discretion  of 
those  who  expound  tne  law. 

I  have  said,  that  laws  of  this  nature  are  liable 
to  abuse  from  the  spirit  of  party.  Whenever 
questions  of  great  national  importance  have  long 
agitated  the  public  mind,  every  man  in  the  com- 
munity is  insensibly  led  to  take  his  side,  and  by 
degrees  he  becomes  infected,  first  with  the  pas- 
sions, then  the  prejudices,  and  at  length  by  the 
rancorous  and  intolerant  spirit  which  is  commonly 
inseparable  from  party.  I  know  of  no  means  by 
which  a  Judge  can  totally  divest  himself  from 
these  passions,  these  prejudices.  Man  is  man 
wherever  he  is  {daced,  on  the  bench  or  in  the 
Senate.  Human  nature  is  the  same.  Let  us, 
then,  sui^se,  io  aueh  a  state  of  things,  that  the 
olyeot  or  a  party  io  car  Ooreromeiit  ahould  be,  at 
some  fiiture  period,  to  embn^  us  with  a  foreign 
nation,  to  foster  discontents,  and  prevent  exphina- 
tions  which  might  lead  to  reconciliation.  Let  us 
suppose  the  Juoges  to  espouse  the  side  of  those 
who  wished  for  war,  and  that  some  of  the  viru- 
leoee  parly  had  c<Hnmunicated  itself  to  the 
bench.  At  this  crisis,  let  a  citizen  be  accused  of 
having  infringed  the  provisions  of  this  law,  by  an 
unauthorized  interference,  which  was  well  meant, 
and  produced  the  most  beneficial  effects,  by  remo- 
ving causes  of  discontent  and  opening  the  way  to 
a  restoration  of  harmony.  By  his  side  stands  an- 
other culprit,  who,  undo-  the  same  law,  is  con- 
victed of  a  like  interference,  but  with  the  most 
injurious  intentions  and  eflfeets,  who  has  created 
nuunderstudings,  blown  the  flame  of  dissensioo, 
and  involved  his  country  in  war.  Without  in- 
fringiDg  the  law,  the  peace-maker  may  be  punish- 
ed with  its  highest  ^nalties,  while  its  most  gentle 
restraints  may  be  laid' on  the  more  malignant,  bat 


better  connected  offender.  Is  the  law  liable  to 
this  abuse?  If  it  is,  we  may,  without  hesitattoa, 
pronounce  it  a  bad  one.  Whatever  may  be  the 
merits  of  men  whom  we  now  respect  in  office,  t 
Uind  confidence  should  not  induce  us  to  place 
powers  in  their  hands  which  may  be  abused  by 
them  or  their  successors.  In  passing  general 
laws,  we  should  abut  our  eyes  to  the  merits,  we 
sluHiid  be  blind  to  the  faults,  of  those  who  ate  to 
interpret  or  ueeute  them.  As  if  the  framera  of 
this  uiw  had  determined  that  it  should  an  against 
every  general  rule  of  legislation,  they  have  made 
it  not  only^  imoecessary_,  uncertain,  and  unequal  in 
its  operation,  but  also  tnadequate  to  the  tm  po- 
posed.  If  the  practice  comiaatikcd  of  be  an  eril, 
the  law  ^onld  be  effectual  to  punish  or  prevtat 
its  commission.  This  law  does  neither.  It  is  a 
cobweb  that  may  catch  a  harmless  moth,  or  in- 
tercept the  useful  industry  of  the  bee,  but  whidi 
will  not  restrain  the  poisonous  hornet,  or  malig- 
nant wasp. 

If  we  have  Anything  to  fear  from  private  nego* 
tiation  with  foreign  ENiwers.  it  is  from  those  citi- 
zens who  reside  abroad,  wnose  coanezitai  with 
their  native  land  is  weakened  by  long  absence— 
who,  if  they  bring  evils  on  tbair  country,  do  not 
feel  their  effects  j  aod  these  are  precisdy  the  pt»> 
pie  upon  whom  your  law  cannot  operate. 

Having  thus  stated,  as  far  as  was  possible,  wi^ 
out  repeating  ai^uments  already  used,  my  objeo- 
ttons  to  the  bill,  I  shall  vote  i^ainst  its  passii^ 
into  a  law. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  he  was  always  charmed  with 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  He  displayed  so  great  a  variety  of  classi- 
cal, historical,  ana  oratorical  allusions,  that  one 
could  not  help  being  pleased,  were  it  not  that  the 
time  which  is  thus  occupied  is  precious.  From 
this  consideration  he  could  have  excused  the  gen- 
tleman, if,  instead  of  delivering  his  meech  oa  tins 
occasion,  be  had  given  it  to  Uie  puolic  throt^ 
the  medium  of  the  Vermoat  Magtaine,  whm  m 
famous  speech  on  the  Sedition  UU,  delivered  at 
the  last  session  onder  similar  circumstances,  was 
exhibited  under  the  title  of  the  "Scourge  <tf  Aj»- 
toeracy."  But  if  gratlemeo  are  determined  that 
the  question  shall  not  be  taken,  and  that  they  Will 
spin  out  the  debate,  it  may  be  well,  said  Mr.  (>.,to 
let  them  see  we  are  not  to  be  outdwie  in  perseve- 
ance,  and,  though  the  question  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, that  they  must  not  expect  to  have  the 
floor  to  themselves. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  begins  bis  re- 
marks by  exclaiming  '*  How  does  it  happen  that 
no  provision  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  the  bill 
has  been  made  in  any  country  of  Europe,  where 
ail  the  evils  of  which  we  complain  exist  in  a  high 
degree  T'  He  could  tell  the  gentleman  that,  while 
the  state  of  Europe  is  a  state  of  war,  the  very  eat- 
duct  proposed  to  be  restrained  by  this  bill  would 
amount  to  high  treastm  j  and  he  could  refor  the 

Entlenuin  to  an  instance  in  which  oondaet<tf  this 
nd  had  been  deemed  a  violation  of  the  laws  oi 
nations,  and  was  the  means  of  involving  a  coun- 
try io  war.  The  jgentleman  from  Penas/lvania, 
in  speaking  on  this  ndjjeet,  has  said  that  u  ii  p*i- 
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feetly  aUowable  for  any  indiridual  to  sketch  a 
tTMly  aod  Mad  it  to  a  loreign  country  for  adop- 
tion. Tbi>  very  project  was  attempted  by  some 
iudiTidaals  in  Amsterdam  during  the  late  Ameri- 
can war.  A  treaty  was  oonceired  there  for  the 
United  States.  It  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  and  taken  by  tne  British  among  his  pa- 
ll became  the  sntgect  of  a  remonstrance 
Gi8M  Britain,  who  required  this  GoreriH 
wnt  to  diaarow  the  nrooeeduur  and jmmsh  the 
authors;  and  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland  was  the  conaeqaenee  of  this  transaction. 
To  be  sure,  this  country  had  no  cause  to  repent  of 
this  «ftet  at  the  time,  as  we  were  glad  of  an  alii- 
■nee  with  Holland;  but  it  shows  the  ^nger  of 
aneh  conduct,  and  the  beiooas  light  in  which  it 
is  Tiewed  in  Rorope. 

The  gcQitemaD  has  proceeded  to  state  that  the 
kistories  of  all  countries,  are  replete  with  iastaoces 
in  which  domestic  treachery  has  combined  With 
foreign  rioleoee;  but,  said  Mr.  O.,  never  before 
OOT  times  was  this  treachery  gravely  advocated 
and  justified  in  a  legislative  council,  and,  conse- 
qoantty,  was  never  so  dangerous.  This  humilia- 
tion has  been  reserved  for  our  own  country,  and 
emiatitates  a  material  difference  between  our  sita- 
a«k»  and  that  of  any  other  country. 

Did  the  ^[entleman  from  New  York  mean  to 
oette  a  smile  in  the  Hotwe,  or  to  jmt  ffentlemen 
in  good  homor,  when  he  cited  the  ridicmoua  cases 
of  high  treason  in  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  of 
boiled  cooks  and  roasted  heretics?  If  this  was  the 
object  of  the  gentleman,  it  seemed  to  have  failed ; 
for  he  must  own  it  excited  no  merriment  in  his 
mnd,  nor  did  he  perceive  that  it  had  the  effect  on 
any  other  geotlemas.  If  he  might  make  use  of  a 
pna  on  the  occasion,  he  thonght  any  gentleman 
oMcrred  to  be  "  roasted"  for  ioiroducmg  so  absurd 
a  conqiarisoa.  It  wae  about  as  much  id  point  as 
the  eon^nrison  of  the  geotleman  from  Pennsyl- 
rana,  when  he  likened  the  petition  of  an  indivi- 
dual to  a  A>reigD  Government  for  peace,  to  peti- 
tiona  presented  to  Congress  by  the  citizens  of  the 
Uuied  State*.  Ifemiui  own  he  was  surprised 
iD-bearaantimwts  from  any  quarter  which  [dace 
ihe  Bzecative  Direetory  on  a  footing  with  onr 
own  OoTeinment. 

The  gentleman  goes  on,  aod.  with  most  deroat 
eyaeslauoDj  thanks  God  that  the  Constitution  has 
u«d  an  efiectual  barrier  with  respect  to  the  crime 
ot  treason.  Did  he  not  know  the  character  and 
patriotism  of  that  gentleman,  he  shooM  be  inclined 
to  think  his  fervor  was  {voduced  by  interested 
motives.  As  to  the  arguments  (and  he  was  will- 
ittg  to  allow  that  something  like  argument  was 
introduced  at  the  dose  of  bis  speech)  made  use  of 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  they  had  been 
Kpeated  and  refuted  too  of^en  already,  to  require 
any  further  observations  from  him. 

Mr.  O.  said,  that  having  been  called  up,  he 
woaldBowsaya  wopd  relative  to  a  certain  memo- 
dal  whieh  had  be«i  read  by  the  gentlanan  from 
Sooth  Candina,  fMr.  HARpaa,)  and  to  which  it 
ktd  been  said  he  (Mr.  O.)  alloded  io  certain  obser- 
TCtions  wfaieb  he  had  made  {irior  to  that  time. 
MMi  O.  said  he  was  paffectly  wilUng:to  eeiifen  all 
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he  knew  respecting  that  instrument.  The  fact 
was  this:  a  memorial  was  brought  from  Paris,  by 
a  gentleman  by  no  means  inimical  to  the  supposed 
author  of  it,  and  by  him  delivered  to  an  individual 
of  this  country,  as  a  copy  of  the  identical  paper 
presented  by  a  certain  gentleman  then  in  Paris  to 
the  Directory.  Mr.  O.  said  he  had  only  once 
given  it  a  cursory  perusal^  bat  aa  it  appeared  to 
htm  to  be  the  mere  gloss  and  vamidi  of  the  real 
des^  of  the  missitm,  as  the  evidence  of  its  being 
presented  might  not  be  equally  satis&ctory  to 
othera,  and  as  the  scope  of  bis  argument  was  in- 
tended to  show  the  probaUe  course  which  such  a 
missionary  would  adopt,  and  the  abuses  to  whidi 
a  country  might  be  exposed,  it  was  quite  as  perti- 
nent to  the  purpose  of  that  argument,  to  suppose 
a  case  that  might  happen,  as  to  reason  apon  a  di- 
rect assertion  of  a  fact  not  material.  Wim  respect 
to  the  fact  of  presenting  the  memorial,  it  was  of 
no  consequence,  except  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  introduced  by  the  gentleman  hatii 
Carolina,  and  the  imputation  of  a  contrivance  tti 
bring  public  odium  upon  an  individual.  But  such' 
an  imputation  vanisnes  when  the  friends  of  the 
person  alluded  to  are  loud  in  th«r  praises  of  the 
contents  of  the  memorial,  and  when  it  apprars, 
from  that  gentleman's  own  confession,  that  be 
saw  the  memorial  and  did  not  disapprove  of  it. 

Further,  said  Mr.  O.,  it  seems  veiT^  sbange  that 
Mr.  Codman,  or  any  other  gentleman,  should 
draught  this  memorial  without  the  consent  or  ao- 
thority  of  tbe  gentleman  who  was  to  present  it. 
This  IS  scarcely  a  supposable  case,  though  certain 
reasons,  not  exptainea.  might  operate  with  him 
against  presenting  it  after  it  was  written.  He  left 
gentlemen,  however,  to  take  their  choice  either  to 
say  be  did  or  did  not  present  the  memorial.  In 
the  one  case  he  had  donean  act  which  the  friends  of 
this  bill  considered  highly  improper,  and  in  the 
other  case  he  refused  to  do  an  act  which  his  friends 
considered  as  meritorious,  and  we  then  knew  not 
whatlineof  conducthepurstied ; "  shadows,  cloudsj 
and  darkness,  rest  upon  it." 

When,  however,  said  Mr.  O.,  this  manorial  is 
compared  with  tbe  letter  which  this  same  gen- 
deman  has  pnbltshed  in  the  papers,  giving  an 
aecouBt  of  the  object  of  his  voyatre  to  France^ 
there  vrill  be  found  a  striking  resemuance  between 
them.  Mr.  O.  proceeded  to  read  several  |Mtssages 
from  each,  and  to  compare  them  together  in  order 
to  show  that  both  papers  contained  the  same  senti- 
ments. The  outside  dress  of  the  memorial,  he  al'- 
lowed,  had  a  little  more  tinsel  and  show  than  the 
letter ;  it  is  more  a  la  mode  de  Paris,  but  the  dif- 
ference is  owing  to  the  different  qualities  of  the 
atmosphere  in  Paris  and  the  Northern  Liberties. 
At  Paris,  a  man  imperceptibly  adopts  the  style 
and  language  of  democracy,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  haXits  before  he  goes  thither.  The  snrave 
philosophical  reputdican  assumes  tbe  garb  of  the 
petit  makre  j  "  tne  Quaker  sly,  the  Presbyterian 
sour."  is  transformed  into  "a  smart  free-thinker, 
all  tnings  in  an  hour."  But,  if  any  difference  ex- 
ists between  the  letter  and  the  memorial,  it  is  not, 
said  Mr.  O.,  in  fovorof  the  former.  In  tbe  letter, 
the  writer  observes  that  his  visito  to  Citizen  VLw- 
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lin  were  those  of  a  private  friend  in  his  own  family.  I 
Who,  said  he.  is  Citizen  Merlin?  By  recurring 
to  the  former  despatches,  it  will  be  found  he  was 
suspected  of  being  concerned  in  the  privateers  em- 
ployed in  plundering  our  commerce,  and  had  writ- 
ten a  treatise  to  justify  these  piracies.  Yet  this 
was  the  gentleman's  private  friend,  with  whom 
he  dined  and  supped,  and  was  upon  the  most  inti- 
mate footing.  A^er  publishing  this  fact  himself, 
it  Burpnsed  him  that  either  he  or  bis  friends  should 
take  pains  tu  prove  that  be  did  not  write  or  pre- 
sent the  memorial  in  question ;  an  act,  in  his  opin- 
ion, of  a  more  innocent  and  much  less  suspicious 
nature  than  the  private  visits  mentioned  in  the  let- 
ter, extracts  from  which  he  had  read. 

Mr.  O.  referred  to  another  passage  in  the  letter, 
wherein  it  is  said  the  writer  "  bad  an  interview 
with  infiuential  characters."  Why  this  vague  and 
mysterioas  mode  of  expression  1  Why  could  not 
the  gentleman  have  said  that  this  interview  was 
with  three  members  of  the  Directory  1  That  he 
had  such  interviews  is  a  fact  well  known.  Mr. 
'  O.  also  referred  to  that  passage  of  the  letter  which 
states  that  the  writer  was  desirous  of  being  the 
bearer  of  the  information  to  his  country  of  the 
passing  of  a  certain  arr£t,  from  the  belief  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  information  to  his  country- 
men, and  an  evidence  of  the  friendship  of  the  Di- 
rectory. What,  said  Mr.  O.,  was  this  act  of  the 
French  Government,  which  seems  to  have  made 
so  deep  an  impression  upon  this  gentleman's  mind? 
The  raising  of  an  emoargo,  which  they  had  no 
right  to  impose,  and  the  liberation  of  our  seamen 
whom  they  iiad  wrongfully  confined.  This,  said 
Mr.  O.,  is  a  species  of  friendship)  much  upon  the 
same  footing  with  that  of  a  highwayman,  who, 
having  robbed  a  man  of  his  watch  and  money,  af 
terwards  restores  the  watch.  He  should  not  be 
easily  tempted  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  such 
a  man.  or  to  consider  him  as  a  friend. 

With  respect  to  the  gentleman  at  Paris,  with 
whom  it  had  been  said  he  corresponded,  he  has  al- 
ways felt  and  manifested  a  doe  attachment  to  his 
country.  He  hai,  said  Mr.  0«  been  one  of  those 
few  Americans  in  Paris  who  have  dissented  from 
the  acts  and  intrigues  of  a  jonto  of  his  country- 
men there,  who  have  shown  themselves  on  all  oc- 
casions friendly  to  the  views  of  the  French,  and 
whose  conduct  has  been  a  source  of  infinite  mis- 
chief to  the  United  States.  If  thisgentleman  bad 
been  concerned  at  all  in  this  business,  he  must  at- 
tribute it  to  that  kind  of  infiuenza  from  which  it 
seems  almost  impossible  for  any  person  who  visits 
Paris  to  escape.  If  be  did  write  the  memorial,  be 
must  have  done  it  with  a  view  of  presenting  the 
gentleman's  own  sentiments,  expressed  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  be  likely  to  meet  his  approba- 
tion, and  from  an  apprehension  that  if  the  gentle- 
man had  been  left  to  himself,  he  would  have  pre- 
sented something  worse.  He  acknowledged  that 
It  was  not  right  that  his  friend  should  have  inter- 
fered at  all  in  the  transaction,  and  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  express  his  doubts  whether  he  had  done 
so  or  not;  hut,  if  he  wasthe  dratighisman,  he  im- 
itated the  example  of  men  in  high  stations,  with 
whom  it  it  no  DDcommon  thing  to  dress  up  me* 
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morials  which  do  not  contain  their  own  senti- 
ments. It  was  well  known  that  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  had  drawn  memorials  to  the  French  and 
British  Ministers,  containing  opinions  which  do 
one  ever  believed  be  possessed. 

Mr.  O.  concladed  by  observing  that  the  eiist- 
ence  of  the  memorial  proved  what  he  had  ori- 
ginally asserted,  that  an  artful  and  specious  garb 
might  be  assumed  for  hidden  purposes,  and  alTtht 
inferences  which  be  at  first  madc^  were  not  leas 
applicaUe,  admitting  the  memorial  was  never 
presented,  as  upon  the  contrary  supposition. 

Mr.  DENifiasaid  he  should  not  underuke  to  fid- 
low  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  LtviNoe- 
ton)  through  his  retrospect  of  the  rei^  of  Henry 
VIII.,  nor  inquire  wiin  what  propnety  he  had 
attempted  toassimilate  the  mild  penal  code  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  the  sanguinary  punishments  of 
that  monarch;  nor  would  he  follow  him  in  his 
petty  objections  to  the  petty  details  of  the  bill ; 
for  he  had  long  since  perceived  that  the  object  of 
some  gentlemen,  from  the  recent  arguments  on 
this  subject,  was,  first  to  create  a  conviction  in  the 
public  mind  that  they  were  desirous  to  do  some- 
thing in  this  business,  but  what  it  is,  neither 
themselves  nor  any  other  person  can  divine ;  and, 
secondly,  to  seduce  the  atteoiioa  of  the  Hooae 
from  the  subject,  while  they  were  endeavoring  to 
bewilder  their  understanding  in  a  mist  of  amend- 
ments. To  bring  hack  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  these  devioos  paths,  into  which  frentlemoi 
had  endeavored  to  seduce  it,  was  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.LiviMOB- 
ton)  had  stated  that  the  policy  of  this  bill  bad 
been  supported  upon  the  two  following  ^rounds^ 
viz:  of  Its  analogy  tu  a  recent  transaction, and, 
secondly,  of  the  peculiar  characteristic  policy  by 
which  the  Government  of  France  has  been  dis- 
tinguished. He  should  not  take  time  to  inquire  what 
peculiar  relationship  the  hill  had  to  that  tramaC' 
tion ;  but  he  was  disposed  to  think  that  bad  not 
the  late  daring  invasion  of  the  Executive  func- 
tions been  attempted,  we  should  not  have  thoa|At 
of  ^e  necessity  of  legislating  on  the  subject.  But 
the  second  part  of  hu  ar^ment  with  Kspect  to 
the  necessity  of  counteracting  the  policy  of  France, 
deserved  more  consideration.  Out  of  this  jpoliey 
the  bill  bad  grown.  Whatever  difference  oi  opin- 
ion majr  heretofore  have  existed,  with  respect 
to  the  views  of  France,  all  seemed  now  to  a^ree 
that  her  ultimate  object  is  universal  dominion. 
This  they  have  attempted  at  difierent  times  by 
different  means.  Formerly  thev  made  war  as  ene- 
mies, and  attacked  their  foesin  the  open  plain.  They 
now  make  war  as  friends  and  allies,  and  endeavor 
to  subjugate  nations  through  tbemselveSj  by  exci- 
ting divisions  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  discontent 
They  formerly  foo^ht  no  less  for  military  fame 
than  political  domination ;  but,  in  no  recent  in* 
stance  have  they  declared  war.  and  always  attack 
by  wiles  and  stratagems.  It  has  been  remarked 
that  it  is  not  France  making  war  upon  and  con- 
quering the  world,  but  a  great  sectary  which  hu 
risen  up  in  France,  and  which,  having  subverted 
all  die  principles  tn  social  order,  has  mined  their 
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own  coQDtry.  This  sectary  is  composed  of  athe- ' 
istical  philosophers,  fanatical  politiciaas,  political 
metaphysicians,  and  blood-thirsty  jacobins.  These 
form  in  Paris  a  mother  club,  a  common  stock, 
which  shoots  its  ramifications  into  erery  country 
of  the  world.  The  subaltern  sectaries  or  affitia- 
tioasareall  actuated  by  one  common  principle; 
and,  in  order  to  enable  the  mother  club  so  to  play 
her  cards  as  to  support  her  subordinate  affitia- 
tion^  it  is  necessary  lo  keep  up  a  constant  corres- 
{XMidence,  and  by  keeping  it  up,  are  the  liberties  of 
nations  subrerted  and  destroyed ;  and  by  cutting 
i^aU  communication  between  the  Executive  Di- 
reetor^  and  the  friends  of  libwty,  upon  whom  they 
ao  maeh  ealeulate,  shall  we  mar  and  counteract 
dieir  projects. 

This  IS  a  new  and  peculiar  system  of  policy 
from  which,  more  than  any  other  source,  is  dan- 

Ser  to  be  apprehended.  Why,  then,  does  the  gen- 
eman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Livinostoh,)  the 
ffentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  GALLATiN)and 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  BALnwiN,)  all 
of  tfaem  complain,  that  this  bill  embraces  a  prin- 
ciple unknown  to  the  codes  of  nations  1  It  would 
seem  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  say,  that  no  na- 
tion since  the  Romans  have  sought  tor  universal 
dominion,  in  the  name  of  friends  and  allies.  But, 
is  it  for  these  gentlemen  now  to  be  totd,  that  the 
means  of  defence  must  always  be  adjusted  to  the 
means  of  attack,  and  that  before  a  nation  under- 
takes a  system  of  defence,  she  must  first  ascertain 
her  enemy's  means  and  system  of  annoyance  ?  It 
is  in  this  the  enat  art  of  defence  consists,  and 
when  you  sbaO  have  explored  the  resources  of 
your  enemy,  and  discovered  the  point  at  which 
you  are  to  be  attacked,  you  are  half  secure. 

Frequently,  said  Mr.  D..  have  gentlemen  been 
Sold  of  the  means  by  whicn  the  liberties  of  some 
of  the  fairest  portions  of  Europe  have  been  de- 
stroyed, and  by  which  they  have  been  involved  in 
one  common  mass  of  plunder  and  destruction. 
But  it  is  in  vain  that  we  warn  gentlemen  to  learn 
wisdom  from  the  misfortunes  of  others;  it  is  in 
rain  that  bonnteous  nature  has  interposed  an  ex- 
tensive ocean  between  the  wild  and  ambitious  pro- 
jects of  that  nation  and  our  happy  country,  if, 
when  we  have  seen  the  gathering  of  the  storm, 
and  iu  fury  bursting  upon  and  destroying  others, 
we  are  determined  to  take  no  means  to  avert  it 
from  ourselves.  When  we  have  remonstrated  on 
these  subjects,  the  uniform  Aid  only  answer  we 
haTe  received  has  been  that  the  Governments 
which  have  been  subverted  were  ancient  tyrannies, 
that  they  oppressed  their  j^eopte;  and  that  the 
Freach  were  right  to  aid  their  people  to  break  the 
ahmckles  by  which  they  were  confined,  and  that  it 
was  advancing  the  rights  of  man.  This  is  the  only 
answer  we  have  received,  and  we  daily  hear  pray- 
ers set  up  for  the  success  of  the  French  in  the  in- 
Tasion  of  Ireland,  in  order  that  this  benevolent 
and  disinterested  nation  mny  rescue  the  friends  of 
liberty  from  the  yoke  of  British  dominion,  and  re- 
store them  to  liberty  and  equality.  And  who  are 
<hese  friends  of  liberty  t  From  fate  accounts,  said 
Mr.  D.,  1  should  call  them  an  organized  banditti, 
Tofabers,  and  assassins,  who,  like  beasts  of  prey 
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when  all  creation  is  at  rest,  make  from  their  fast- 
nesses nocturnal  excursions,  and  plunder  and 
destroy  all  who  are  opposed  to  their  nefarious 

projects. 

Thus  it  is,  we  see  gentlemen  recognise  the  right 
of  foreign  interference,  and  only  qualify  it  by  the 
nature  and  motive  for  such  interference.  If  a  na- 
tion, according  to  the  ideas  of  some  gentlemen,  is 
groaning  under  an  aristocratic,  monarchic,  or  oli- 
garchic Government,  it  is  a  good  thing,  and  for 
the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  world,  that 
France  should  interpose  to' put  them  to  rights. 
Thus,  too,  we  see,  such  is  the  benevolence,  the 
philanthropy  of  this  nation,  nunifested  in  these 
cases,  that  the  limits  of  Europe  are  too  narrow  for 
the  exercise  thereof,  and  she  has  penetrated  into 
the  barbarous  regions  of  Egypt  and  Arabia,  to  re- 
lieve ttie  friends  of  liberty  from  the  yoke  of  the 
Beys  and  Mamelukes.  And  who  knows  but  it 
may  be  thought  a  good  thine,  that  these  benevo- 
lent people  should  visit  the  shores  of  America,  to 
rescue  the  friends  of  liberty,  the  Republicans,  from 
the  vassalage  of  the  Beys  and  Mamelukes  of  the 
United  States?  That  it  may  be  desirable  thev 
may  come  here  to  check  the  progress  of  British 
influence,  the  rapid  strides  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  a  consolidation  of  all  the  State  sovereign- 
ties, as  has  been  said  was  our  object,  into  one  lim- 
ited or  absolute  monarchy;  for  preventing  the' 
British  party  from  keeping  up  a  system  of  alarm  { 
in  order  to  induce  the  people  to  believe  stand- 
ing armies  are  blessings ;  that  the  gag-law  is  a 
blessing,  (for  so  has  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr.  Gallatin,  said;)  in  order  to  chastise 
the  American  Legislatore  and  the  President,  for 
(tering  to  make  alaw  by  which  they  have  declar- 
ed to  European  convicts,  to  forei^  reo^fadoes, 
that  the  territory  of  the  United  States  belongs  to 
the  citizens  thereof,  and  not  to  them?  For  some  or 
all  of  these  things,  it  perhaps  might  be  desirable 
that  these  great  and  disinterested  people  might 
visit  us. 

True  it  is,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  said  that,  although  he  and  his  political  friends 
are  extremely  desirous  to  change  our  system  of 
administration^  vet  that  nobody  (he  is  surprised 
we  should  think  otherwise)  has  any  design  or 
wish  to  change  it  in  any  other  way  than  through 
the  medium  of  elections.  But  is  there  anybody 
upon  this  floor  ready  to  subscribe  to  this  declara- 
tion of  that  gentleman?  Has  that  gentleman 
seen  a  number  of  addresses  to  the  Executives  of 
different  States,  and  some  to  the  President,  in 
which  the  addressers  declare  that  they  have 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  are  ready  to  yield 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  check  domestic  usurpa- 
tion 1  Has  he  seen  certain  resolutions  in  which 
every  important  measure  of  this  Qovernment  is 
denounced,  and  in  which  it  is  resolved  that  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  Government  shall  be  openly  re- 
sisted, if  attempted  to  be  executed?  Has  he  seen 
a  writer,  under  the  signature  of  "  Curtius,"  mih 
whose  appearance  gentlemen  appear  to  be  highly 
pleased,  and  whom  ihey  have  dignified  with  the 
appellation  of  "Junius and  has  he  seen  thia 
writer  telling  the  people  of  Virginia  that  the  Ex- 
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eeutive  Directoir  of  Fraoce  rs  not  their  greatest 
•aemy ;  that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
is  a  greater  enemy ;  that  they  are  in  the  last  stage 
of  political  oppression ;  and  that  the  just  veo- 
geuice  of  an  insulted  people  is  as  terrible  as  the 
wrath  of  Heaven  ?  And  nas  the  gentlenun  from 
Pennsylvania  heard  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Livinqston)  at  the  last  session  most 
fervently  praying  that  tne  people  and  States  might 
rise  up  m  open  rebellion  agaiost  the  alien  bill ;  has 
he  heard  and  seen'all  these  thiags  and  many  more 
of  a  similar  complexion ;  and  will  he  still  declare, 
that  no  person  wishes  to  change  our  Administra- 
tion but  hy  elections  ?   Mr.  D.  said,  this  was 
not  his  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  be  believed  the 
maxim  with  many  was,  that  the  Administration 
must  be  changed,  and  diat  If  it  could  not  be  done 
through  the  ordmary  channels,  it  must  done 
vtherwise;  but,  at  all  events,  itmbst  be  done.  Bul 
admitting  that  the  object  of  all  the  clamor  and 
ialsehoo^  disseminated  through  the  Uaion,  to  be 
for  changing  the  Administration  by  election,  and 
that  this  is  exclusively  the  object  for  attaining 
which,  gentlemen  upon  this  door  had  talked  so 
much  aoout  Executive  patronage,  &c.,  have  we 
any  security  that  the  opposition  which  may  be  ex- 
cited will  be  confined  to  this  object  ?   When  they 
shall  have  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people  from 
t^e  GoveiDmeot ;  when  they  shall  sow  the  seeds 
of  division  and  excite  discontents,  can  they  control 
tbem  and  direct  them  at  their  will  ?   Can  they 
put  this  vast  machine  in  motion,  and  stop  it  with 
a  touch  of  the  finger?  Can  they  raise  a  factious 
temper  to  obtain  a  particular  end,  and  secure  us 
against  a  perversion  of  tt  to  other  uses?   No.  I 
nad  no  security  against  it,  either  from  the  exam- 
.  ipiea  of  other  nations,  or  from  these  gentlemen's 
intentions,  however  good  they  may  possibly  be. 
The  patriots  of  Berne  at  first  complained  only  of 
some  grievances  in  their  existing  Constitution; 
but  the  Qovernment  offeral  to  call  a  Convention, 
and  took  measures  to  do  it,  to  alter  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  remove  all  well-founded  complaints. 
It  was  indignaotlr  rejected  by  those  who  were 
determined  on  nothing  less  than  the  subversion  of 
their  system,  by  the  introduction  of  a  foreign 
force.  That  force  was  introduced  and  the  Qovern- 
ment subverted.   At  Qeneva,  the  opposition  and 
clamor  against  the  Qovernment  commenced  with 
A  handful  of  aliens  and  the  descendants  of  aliens, 
Uid  their  only  complaint  was,  that  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  a  seat  in  the  Assembly  of  the  people. 
But  the  citizens  of  Qeneva  ofiered  to  give  them 
this  right,  and  they  scornfully  rejected  as  a  favor, 
chat  which  they  said  belonged  to  them  as  a  right. 
They  were  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  an  en- 
tire revolution,  and  a  system  of  pillage  and  plun- 
der.  Many  well-disposed  persons  were  seduced 
into  the  clamor  they  raised  against  the  existing 
state  of  things,  who  were  afterward  very  desirous 
to  suppress  it,  but  who  fell  victims  to  the  very 
atorm  which  they  helped  to  raise.   Thus  we  see, 
JitArever  virtuous  may  be  some  gentlemen's  mo- 
tives, when  sedition  once  breaks  loose,  and  a  spirit 
of  revolutiMi  gets  afloat,  it  it  not  in  tne  power  of 
hnoun  foiesi^t  to  calculate  the  event.  And,  in 


my  opinion,  to  excite  these  discontents  is  to  &Tor 
the  policy  of  France  and  her  designs  upon  us. 
Gentlemen  complain,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  ungenerous 
suspicions,  and  tnat  one  object  of  tnis  bill  is  to  ex- 
cite and  keep  up  suspicions  against  them,  and  their 
party.  I  can  give  thesegentlemen  arecipe  against 
suspicions,  u  these  gentlemen  will  cordially  co- 
operate in  all  those  measures  necessary  to  defend 
us  against  the  arms  and  the  secret  machiuations 
of  France,  they  will  cease  to  be  suspected.  And 
until  then  ihey  will  continue,  I  will  not  say  with 
what  propriety,  to  be  suspected.  But  while  they 
complain  of  these  ungenerous  suspicious,  we  are 
charged  with  keeping  up  a  system  of  alarm  to 
cheat  the  people  out  of  thdr  rights,  to  raise  stand- 
ing armies,  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press ;  to  do  away  the  trial  by  jury ;  to 

ftrostrate  all  the  barriers  which  separate  freedom 
rom  the  dominion  of  despotism,  by  consolidating 
Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  power,  u 
we  have  kept  up  a  system  of  alarm  for  theaccom- 
plishment  of  these  purposes,  it  seems  as  if  these 
gentlemen  ought  to  be  the  last  to  com^^in  of  it. 
Have  not  these  gentlemen,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Government  to  this  moment,  kept  up  a  con- 
stant alarm;  have  they  not  continually  warned 
the  people  against  the  danger  of  funding  sys- 
tems, banks,  the  excise.  Executive  patronage, 
&c.  i  have  they  not,  by  all  possible  expedients,  es- 
deavored  to  operate  upon  the  apprehensions  of  the 
people  7  It  is  with  a  bad  grace  that  these  gentle- 
men now  complain  of  this  system  of  alarm. 

But  is  there  is  no  ground  for  alarm  7  There  is 
no  ground  for  fear  neither  am  I  affrighted,  bsC 
it  becomes  us  to  look  around  us,  to  survey  the 
ground  upon  which  we  stand,  and  ^ard  ev^ 
avenue  to  the  approaches  of  our  enemies.  When 
I  see  the  eool  and  philosophic  composure  wiUi 
which  some  gentlemen  behold,  and  have  for  a 
long  time  beheld,  the  insolent  aggressions  of  a  for- 
eign  Power ;  when  1  have  seen^  for  years  past,  ow 
commerce  plundered  and  citizens  imprisoned, 
thumb-screwed,  and  starved,  and  compelled  to  al- 
ter on  board  of  foreign  privateers,  to  plunder  thev 
own  countrymen ;  our  vessels  embargoed,  and  the 
property  of  our  citizens  taken  in  the  ports  of 
France,  by  order  of  the  Government,  and  the  in- 
dignities ofiered  to  our  Ministers ;  when  I  have 
seen  these  things,  and  that  they  have  not  disturb- 
ed the  equanimity  of  some  gentlemen,  who  are  all 
alive  to  the  supposed  aggressions  of  our  Govern- 
ment ;  when  I  see  those  who  are  crying  out  peace, 
peace,  with  rewd  to  France,  taking  every  means 
to  stimulate  diaetrntents^  already  ocvderiog  on 
open  insniTection ;  there  is  to  me  some  ground  for 
alarm. 

Again,  those  &:entlemen  who  have  heretofovs 
preached  day  aner  day  about  the  mischievoaa 
effect  of  foreign  infiuence ;  who  were  for  reatrais- 
ing  the  Executive  from  exercising  his  Constitu^ 
tiooal  powers,  in  sending  Ministers  .abroad,  lest 
these  Ministers  should  be  entrapped  by  the  diplo- 
matic talents  of  corrupt  politicians ;  these  gentle- 
men are  now  for  giving  the  utmost  latitude  to 
the  exercise  of  this  power  to  every  officious  indi- 
vidual. This  is  to  me  a  ground  of  alarm }  becusr 
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it  seemsasifitiraFesoiiwgeBtlemai's maxim,  that 
power  is  best  tmsted  whne  there  is  no  responsi- 
Dility;  whereas  to  me  it  appears  that  power  with- 
fHit  responsibility  is  the  essence  of  tyraDny.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania  (Mr.QALLATiN ) 
has  informed  us,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  too  contented  and  nappy,  in  the  eo- 
jorment  of  peace  and  Hbertr,  to  be  excited  to 
diArdeT  and  msnrrection.  1  believe  they  are  dif- 
fieoh  to  be  excited  to  rebellion,  but  our  rast  expe- 
rience warns  us  it  is  not  impossible.  How  was 
the  Western  insurrection  excited  1  Was  the  ex- 
cise the  ostensible  sround  of  that  insurrection  1 
la  dut  law  repealedl  Were  they  more  taxed,  or 
uy  more  oppressed,  than  at  pr«ent,  and  was  it 
poasiUe  thai,  and  why  is  it  imposuble  now,  to 
nise  insairections  ?  Bat  does  it  comport  with 
the  usoal  doctrines  of  these  gentlemen  to  say  the 
pei^e  are  free  from  oppression,  contented,  and 
Ba|^,  who  hare  so  often  told  us  of  the  tyranny 
of  oar  Gtoveroment,  who  have  so  frequently  de- 
clared that  we  have  been  imitating  ^e  British 
Goremment  in  her  system  of  terror  and  of  pun- 
ifllment?  No,  sir,  we  cannot  permit  it  to  these 
Mntlemen  to  say,  for  one  purpose  the  people  are 
lice  and  happy,  and  for  another,  they  are  despised, 
degraded,  and  oppressed.  They  may  say  which 
ther  i^ease,  bat  tney  cannot  be  permitted  to  say 
both. 

After  all,  what  are  the  particular  objections  to 
the  bill  ?  One  gentlemaQ  says  it  will  check  the 
ardor  of  indtrtdual  enterprise ;  some  say  it  is  in- 
deflnitc^  and  that  there  is  no  notice  to  those  upon 
same  <h  whom  it  may  operate ;  but  the  great  ar- 
gament  seems  to  be  that,  although  the  power  of 
eoadacting  our  exterior  relations  is  rested  in  the 
PresidenL  yet  each  individual  has  reserved  a 
light  to  nJmself  of  intermeddling  in  those  con- 
cems,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  peace,  and  it  would 
be  WTon^  to  pass  this  bill,  because  it  prevents  cer- 
tain pacific  persons  from  indulging  their  favorite 
disposition  of  making  peace.  This  can  only  be 
asserted  upon  the  principle,  that  our  Grovemment 
has  neglected  something  which  may  be  done  by 
an  individual,  and  which  was  essential  to  peace. 
Are  the  gentlemen  prepared  to  show  this,  and 
that  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  peace,  but  that 
the  Qovemment  refuses  to  embrace  the  opporta- 
nity?  Have  Aey  anr  new  project  which  they 
wish  to  be  attempted,  but  which  the  Government 
reiiises  to  accept  7  Are  they  prepared  with  an- 
other project  for  sending  over  to  France  another 
ship  load  of  Envoys  to  be  insulted  and  scornfully 
rqected?  I  cannot  believe  they  are,  and  I  cau- 
Mt  see  for  what  purpose  it  is  that  this  right  of 
nego^tioo  is  to  be  retained  to  individuals.  Is  it 
wpfosed  that  an  individual  may  influence  that 
Ooverameet  by  addresaiagtheir  justice?  Alrea- 
dy it  has  been  addrestied  and  ably  addressed,  and 
tJkey  have  told  us  that  justice,  like  rdigion,  was 
eatt  of  Auhion  in  Fiance.  They  only  inquired 
what  was  their  power,  and  not  what  was  justice. 
Is  it  that  some  individual  may  paint  the  enormity 
of  their  depredations  t  I  thoaght  my  colleagiK 
(Mr.  8.  Smith)  intimated  something  like  this. 
But  the  greater  part  of  oar  grteiwMes  originated 


in  their  own  decrees^  embargoes,  &c. ;  and  I  have 
seen  a  communication  from  the  Commissioners 
at  St.  Domingo,  in  1796,  in  which  is  fully  stated 
the  depredations  of  her  agents  and  their  priva* 
teers ;  and  our  Commissioners  most  eloquently 
disclosed  to  them,  that  similar  instances  of  pirati- 
cal outrages  to  those  committed  on  our  deienco' 
less  merchantmen,  are  unparalleled  in  the  annals 
of  nations.  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  addressing 
their  interests?  Already  has  it  been  demonstra- 
ted that  all  those  violations  of  neutral  rights  which 
they  hare  committed,  to  injure  their  enemy,  is 
now  bringinjf  ruin  upon  themselves.  But  this 
bill  ia  complamed  of  as  operating  hardly  on  those 
individnala  who  may  find  it  necessary  to  apply 
for  a  restmtion  of  captured  property,  releases  of 
seamen,  &e.  It  appeared,  however,  to  him,  that 
this  objection  was  done  away  by  the  proviso 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  If  it  was  not, 
he  was  glad  of  it,  for,  all  commercial  intercourse 
being  suspended,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
these  indivtdual  applications.  If  a  vessel  w«re 
captured,  or  seamen  imfHisoned,  it  would  be  a 
general  thing,  and  there  was  no  reason  upon  which 
to  expect  a  relaxation  in  any  particular  case,  ex- 
cept It  be  upon  the  principle  of  favoritism.  I  be- 
lieve, said  Mr.  D.,  if  a  man  were  to  apply  who 
was  a  good  democrat,  and  who  bad  certificates  to 
show  ^om  the  friends  of  liberty  in  America,  that 
he  had  been  nniformljr  attached  to  the  French 
Qoremmen^  accompanied  and  justified  it  in  all  its 
measures  relative  to  his  own  ooai^,  whilst  h« 
criminated  his  own  Gormmeat  in  everythiav 
respectiiu;  them ;  if  he  could  show  that  he  had 
one  huniued  times  cursed  the  British  Treaty,  and 
voted  for  resolutions  to  condemn  before  he  had 
read  it ;  and  if  he  would  promise  to  become  in  f»- 
ture,  a  faithful  servant  to  her  interests,  he  mi^t 
then  get  his  property  restored,  and  his  seamen  re- 
leased. But  when  the  question  is  between  these 
persons  and  the  public  safety,  he  did  not  hesitate 
a  moment  how  to  decide.  He,  therefore,  would 
not  only  prevent  political  correspondence,  bot  all 
correspondence,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
this  was  the  only  way  to  cut  off  criminal  eorre^ 
pondence.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  would  do  more,  be 
would  recall  our  citizens  from  France,  under  pen- 
sdly  of  disftanchisemraitjand  prohibit  our  citizens 
from  going  to  France. 

£The  Spbakbr  said,  Mr.  D.  could  not  be  pet- 
nutted  to  disclose  anythii^  which  he  wished  to 
be  done  beyond  iHiat  was  in  the  bill.] 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  arrived  at  the  close  of  his 
observations,  and  he  would  only  add,  that  he  be- 
lieved there  were  many  persons  in  the  country  who 
would  join  in  any  system  of  foreign  or  domestic 
combination,  to  subvert  the  Government;  tha^ 
although  this  bill  did  not  fully  meet  his  ideas,  as 
far  as  it  went  it  would  produce  good,  and  narrow 
the  present  latitude  of  unofficial  correspondence 
with  a  Goremment  from  which  we  had  much  to 
fear,  and,  therefore,  be  was  id  faror  of  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  T.  Claibobnb  said,  he  was  not  in  the 
Hoose  when  the  resolntion  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded,  first  made  its  appearance ;  but  soon  after 
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bis  arrival,  the  bill  was  reported.  Not  Icaowing 
what  bad  giveii  rise  to  the  bill,  be  felt  iDcliQed  to 
rote  for  it,  being  desirous  of  preveotiog  any  usurp- 
atiOD  of  Executive  power,  after  it  should  bare 
undergone  certaiu  amendments.  He  bad  attend- 
ed to  the  argumeots  for  and  against  it,  without 
suspecting  any  thorn  under  the  rose ;  for  be  was 
not  accustomed  to  suspect  gentlemen  of  improper 
motires  i  nor  did  be  suspect  any  thing  wrong  in 
this  business,  antil  be  saw  a  certain  memorial  in- 
troduced ana  mangled  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carf^ina ;  he  then  clearly  perceived  that 
the  object  of  gentlemen  way  to  depress  the  public 
spirit  in  this  country,  which  they  call  a  French 
or  a  jacobin  spirit.  What  1.  exclaimed  Mr.  C, 
has  the  period  arrived  when  it  is  criminal  to 
fae  a  republican  7  He  trusted  no  American  was 
y«t  ashamed  of  being  considered  a  republican.  It 
18  cruel  thus  to  treat  Virginians,  who  pride  them- 
selves in  being  republicans.  He  believed  this  to 
be  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  republicans,  by 
leaving  so  wide  a  discretion  in  the  courts.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  bad  chosen  to  brand 
the  Vircinians,  through  the  sides  of  Curtius,  (a 
youth  of  twenty  years  of  age,)  with  being  ene- 
mies to  the  Federal  Gorernment,  and  as  being 
ready  to  upset  it.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  belonged  to  no 
parly  ;  indeed,  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  gen- 
erally voted  did  not  act  upon  any  system,  as  it 
appeared  other  gentlemen  did ;  for  he  recollected, 
on  a  late  occasion,  when  a  gentleman,  who  usu- 
ally voted  with  them,  expressed  his  intention  of 
TOling  differently,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Oria)  did  au  but  weep  over  the  mem- 
ber vt^o  thus  fell  out  of  the  ranks.  He  should  be 
sorry  to  find  the  business  of  the  House  so  con- 
ducted as  to  leave  the  votes  upon  all  important 
questions  ascertained  before  a  measure  was  pro- 
posed; he  wished,  himself,  and  be  hoped  every 
other  gentleman  would  wish,  to  be  prafectly  inde- 
pendent in  bis  movements. 

Mr.  Harpeb  did  not  rise  with  a  view  of  enter- 
ing into  a  diseusstOD  of  this  subject,  nor  of  repeat- 
ing arguments  which  bad  been  used  for  seven 
days  together.  But  fae  deemed  himself  called 
iqon  tomakean  explanation  on  a  matterin  which 
be  was  personally  iuterested. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  paper  which  be  had 
introduced  as  a  part  of  bis  observations  upon  this 
subject,  was  not  delivered  or  written  by  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  be  had  alluded.  He  knew  not 
whether  these  two  facts  are  true,  or  not.  The 
gentleman  has  denied  baving  eiiner  wrliteo  or 
presented  the  memorial,  and  be  is  entitled  to  the 
lull  credit  which  such  a  denial  will  give  bim. 
Those  who  shall  read  this  paper,  and  compare  it 
with  this  gentleman's  letter,  will  determine  for 
themselves  on  this  point.* 

*P(r  iU  American  DaUy  AdeaiiatT. 

Bobot  O.  Hiffpcr,  on  Thund^  last,  teou^t  tat' 
wazd  and  read  in  CosgreM,  a  memorial  whidi  he  in< 
Nttuated  bad  been  presented  hy  me  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Exterior  Relations  in  Paris. 

Out  of  nmpttt  to  the  honoiaUe  situation  in  which 
Mr.  Harper  has  been  placed     hia  oonntry,  I  think  it 
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With  respect  to  the  manner,  said  Mr.  H.,  in 
which  ibis  memorial  came  to  my  bands,  I  will 
state  it.  A  gentleman  of  this  country^  who  bap- 
I>ened  to  be  in  Paris  at  the  same  time  with  the  per- 
son who  is  supposed  to  have  presented  the  paper, 
,  brought  it  to  America,  and  delivered  it  to  a  gen- 
tleman here  ''astbe  memorial  delivered  by  that 
person  to  the  French  GovernmenL"  The  gentle- 
man who  thus  received  it,  enclosed  it  to  ail  Ic- 
quaiotance  of  Mr.  H.'s  in  this  town,  who  gave  it 
to  bim,  together  with  an  extract  of  the  letter 
wherein  it  was  enclosed.  This  extract  he  read  in 
the  following  words:  "Yesterday  Mr. 
came  up,  and  presented  me  with  the  enclosed  me- 
morial, which,  he  says,  was  presented  by  Dr.  Lo* 

fan  to  the  French  Minister,  and  was  procured  for 
tm  by  Mr.  Ricbsrd  Codman." 
Whether  this  memorial  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Codman  or  Dr.  Logan,  be  left  the  public  to  judge ; 
be  was  himself  convinced,  from  tne  thing  tt^f, 
that  it  was  the  genuine  production  of  the  latter ; 
if  not,  it  evidently  spoke  his  sentiment.^.  He 
knew  be  bad  repeated  the  same  sentiments  to 
various  persons  in  this  city.  But  it  was  a  matter 
of  no  consequence  whether  the  memorial  was 
delivered  or  not,  as  it  served  to  show  bow  the 
most  mischievous  designs  might  be  covered  under 
a  plausible  garb.  He  was,  therefore,  justified  in 
the  introduction  of  it.  He  did  not  state,  at  the 
time,  that  it  was  the  production  of  the  Mission- 
ary, but  be  then,  and  now,  believed  it  to  be  so. 
Mr.  H.  concluded  by  some  remarks  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Allen  thought  it  time  that  this  debate  was 
brought  to  a  close.  He  believed  this  was  the 
eighth  day  which  it  bad  occupied.  If  this  course 
was  to  be  pursued,  it  would  be  possible  for  two  or 
three  members  to  prevent  any  of  the  important 
business  of  the  session  being  accomplished.  He 
thought,  by  thus  acting,  they  were  serving  their 
constituents  unfaithfully,  and  if  tbey  continued  . 
thus  t<>  act,  the  people  in  the  gallery  ought  to 
drive  them  from  their  seats.  Day  after  day  the 
same  persons  rise  in  the  debate,  and  frequenUr  so 
late  as  to  prevent  any  answer  being  given  to  tneir 
observations.    It  was  sufficiently  evident,  from. 

proper  to  obsoire,  that  neither  the  memorial  in  ques- 
tion nor  any  other  writing  was  ever  presented  by  me 
to  Citizen  Talleyrand.  The  paper  read  in  Congreas 
was  draughted  by  a  respectable  citizen  of  Boston,  re- 
siding in  Paris,  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Mr. 
Otis.  Some  of  the  sentiments  which  it  contains  were 
taken  fimn  a  letter  which  that  person  bad  just  teeaiTCd 
£tom  hii  brother,  and  which  he  had  a  few  Asj*  \>tSan 
communicated  to  Citizen  TaUevrand.  It  was  judged 
of  impmiaoce  that  these,  united  with  other  opinions 
calculated  to  promote  peace,  should  be  supported  by  a 
dtizea  of  the  United  States  immediately  frma  his 
country.  On  this  accoont  the  memorial  was  handed 
to  me  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  it  to  the  Min- 
ister. I  deduied  this  servioe*  as  hanng  too  much  the 
wpsaranes  of  an  oflkial  act.  I  returned  it  to  Mr. 
Codman  without  even  taking  a  copy  at  it,  or  mafcii^ 
any  use  of  it  whatever. 

GEORGE  LOGAN. 
PaiuauraiA,  Janatary  14, 17M. 
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the  votes  which  had  been  taken,  that  there  is  a  i 
large  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  this  bill,  i 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  question  might  be  taken,  i 
The  lengthy  debates  on  this  subject  were  not  : 
meant  to  have  effect  in  this  House,  but  out  of 
doors,  and  to  prerent  the  important  business  of  i 
the  session  from  beins  done.  The  session  was 
balf  gone,  and  no  one  u.w  had  been  pasMd.  He 
hoped  his  friends  would  forbear  to  fengthen  the 
debate,  as  it  would  only  be  casting  "  pearls  before 
swine." 

Mr.  McDowBu,  was  well  aware  that  the  House 
was  generally  desirous  of  the  question.  He  would 
not  however  occupy  many  minutes  in  stating  his 
reasons  for  voting  agaioat  this  bill.  The  leadiog 
object  ot  it  is  statea  to  be  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ference of  individuals  in  our  foreign  relations. 
In  support  of  this  bill,  he  expected,  therefore,  that 
it  would  have  b^en  shown,  that  some  individuals 
had  already  usurped  this  authority.  No  such 
thing  had  been  shown.  Is  the  situation  of  this 
country  at  present  morealarnuog  than  it  has  been 
mt  any  former  period,  or  more  so  than  that  of  any 
other  country  1  He  believed  not,  and  yet  no  law 
<^  this  kind  was  ever  passed  before.  Is  it  not 
surprising,  though  gentlemen  have  such  faithful 
correspondents  m  France,  who  communicate  to 
them  all  that  passes  there,  that  they  should  not 
have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  the  me- 
morial which  had  been  introduced  to  the  House, 
as  presented  to  the  French  Minister,  was  really 
jpresented  1  They  could  not  do  this,  because  it 
never  was  presented ;  but  gentlemen  are  continu- 
ally aiming  at  something  or  other  to  alarm  the 
public  mind,  and  to  induce  iperabers  in  this  House 
to  vote  for  measures,  under  the  impression  of  fic- 
titious alarms,  rather  than  of  sober  reason.  They 
wished  it  to  appear  that  Dr.  Logan  was  the  mis- 
sionary of  a  party  io  this  country,  and  to  establish 
this  &ct,  they  seem  to  be  willing  to  go  all  lengths. 
Falsehood  would,  however,  always  recoil  upon  its 
author.  For  his  part,  he  saw  no  offence  which 
had  been  committed  by  Dt.  Logan ;  but  the  con- 
trary ;  and  he  could  never  consent  to  punish  a 
man  for  endeavoring  to  promote  his  country's 
good,  though  he  should  be  glad  to  punish  all  who 
endeavored  10  injure  it,  by  involving  the  country 
in  war.  He  had  always  thought  the  intention 
with  which  an  act  was  done,  constituted  its  crime 
or  innocence.  Mr.  McD.  condemned  the  latitude 
allowed  to  the  courts ;  and,  after  a  few  other 
observations,  concluded  by  saying  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  instead  of  being  angry  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  for  opposiiur  this 
bill,  ought  to  have  thanked  him.  since  it  a&ided 
him  an  opportunity  of  making  nis  speech  about 
his  mother  dub. 

Mr.  Oallatih  observed,  that  a  number  of  ludi- 
crous circnmstaoces  had  attended  this  discussion. 
Poetical  quotations  had  been  produced  pro  and 
COR.  ThegeQtlemanfromMassacnusetts(Mr.OTis) 
had  pretended  to  possess  the  gift  of  prophecy, 'by 
saying  thatifeven  a  memorialshouldhave  been  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  lately  in  France,  it  would 
doubtless  contain  certain  sentiments;  and  it  now 
appears,  from  hu  own  confession,  that  it  wm  only 
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the  gift  of  aftersight,  for  be  had  actually  seen  the 
memorial  which  was  to  be  laid  before  this  House 
as  the  production  of  Dr.  Logan.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  told  the  House,  that  it 
was  by  pursuing  some  of  his  threads  of  conspir- 
acy that  he  had  come  in  possession  of  that  most 
important  paper,  and  it  now  seems  that  his  inge- 
nuity and  activity  have  only  led  him  in  the  pursuit 
of  a  phantom ;  to-day,  the  House  had  been  b>id 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Dbnnis,) 
that  this  bill  was  brought  in,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
introduc|ion  of  atheism,  philosophy,  politics,  and 
metaphysics,  which  issue  from  the  mother  club  in 
Paris;  and  the  gentleman  from  Connecticot  (Mr. 
Allen)  tells  us,  that  if  we  do  not  pass  so  many 
bills  per  day,  that  section  of  the  petmie  mmverain 
who  sit  in  the  galleries  ought  to  drive  us  fVom 
our  seats. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  find  any  argu- 
ments in  support  of  the  bill,  in  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  Sooth 
Carolina,  or  Maryland.  So  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, they  appeared  to  think  the  bill  neces- 
sary only  on  account  of  the  present  utuation  of 
Europe^  or  on  account  of  what  they  call  Dr.  Lo- 
gan's misaioQ. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had,  indeed, 
taken  aground  to  himself,  and  told  the  House  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  join  an  invading  enemy ;  but  did  not  seem 
to  be  supported  in  that  honorable  sentiment  by 
many  of  nis  friends. 

In  relation  to  Europe  it  is  said,  that  it  is  not  by 
war,  but  by  an  interference  in  their  internal  Gov- 
ernments, that  France  attacks  the  countries  which 
she  wishes  to  subdue.  In  support  of  this,  gentle- 
men refer  to  the  decree  passed  in  179S,  which  he 
believed  had  since  been  repealed.  On  this  ac- 
count the  gentleman  spoke  of  the  wild  beasts  of 
Ireland,  of  Holland,  SwizerUnd,  Italy,  and  the 
Mamelukes,  confounding  in  a  common  ma« every 
act  of  that  Government,  whether  done  in  pursmt 
of  an  open  war,  or  by  a  more  insidious  attack. 

Mr.  6.  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  apol<wlze 
for  the  conduct  of  France  in  ber  treatment  oifor* 
eign  countries.  If  he  were  to  consult  his  own 
feelings,  he  perhaps  felt  as  much  as  to  the  fate  of 
certain  countries  as  any  other  gentleman  possibly 
could  ;  but,  at  thesame  time,  be  went  rather  farther 
back  in  his  views  of  the  subject,  and  recollected 
but  too  well  the  conduct  of  foreign  Powers  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  the  countries  alluded  to,  at  a 
period  far  antecedent  to  any  revolutionary  system. 
Yet  it  is  said,  that  such  conduct  is  the  effect  of  a 
new  system,  a  system  which  must  be  opposed  by 
measures  of  an  extraordinary  nature.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  cared  less  about  the  bill  than  about  the  princi- 
ple i  but,  when  hesaw  l^sgronndedon  principles 
which  are  inadmissible  in  this  country,  and  under 
pretence  ^repelling  newrevolotiobafy  principles, 
he  bevan  to  feel  a  different  kind  of  aUrm  from 
that  felt  by  the  friends  of  this  bill. 

Last  year,  the  House  was  told  that  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  were  necessary  for  our  defence. 
They  were  passed ;  now,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  are  asked 
'  togoastepforther;  weaie  ealledto  legidateon 
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a  mbject,  in  order  to  catch  the  public  opioioo,  on 
which  DO  nation  ever  before  legislated,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  efiects,  as  is  said,  of  the  mother  club, 
and  its  disciples  and  emissaries. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  are  to  legislate  on  such  ar- 
guments as  these,  what  is  the  kind  of  measure  we 
may  not  be  called  upon  to  adopt  t  Under  color 
of  preventing  iimoTBtions.  we  may,  said  he,  goon 
to  undermine  the  principles  of  our  common  law, 
of  our  Government,  and  Constitution.  Let  gen- 
tlemen who  do  not  wish  to  excite  the  alarm  which 
these  measures  are  calculated  to  produce,  stop 
here ;  or  at  least,  bef<ne  they  propose  such  measures, 
jNton  the  facts  which  they  say  exiil  on  the  othn- 
side  of  the  water. 

in  rdation  to  Europe,  he  would  state  that  as  to 
the  conduct  of  France,  there  was  nothing  new  hi 
it.  Thejpractice  spoken  of  did  not  originate  widi 
diem.  The  endeavor  of  the  combined  Powers  of 
Europe  to  inuroduce  a  new  form  of  Government 
in  France,  was  as  much  an  interferencefnrthe  de- 
struction of  national  self^orerDment,as  any  part 
the  conduct  of  France  bad  been.  Indeed,  the 
conduct  of  those  combined  Powers  towards  France 
ud  Poland,  gave  rise  to  these  arbitrary  principles. 

Gentlemen  say  that  by  the  decree  which  France 
passed  in  1792,  it  was  their  object  to  encourage 
inMrrectiods  under  every  Grovemment.  Mr.  G. 
did  not  see  why  he  ought  to  be  more  afraid  of  a 
natioa  who  passed  a  decree  to  this  efiect.  than  of  a 
nation  who  acted  upon  the  prineiple  without  a 
decree.  He  saw  do  difference  W  ween  a  eivU  war 
sn|>port«d  by  Eagland  in  the  Vendee,  and  a  civil 
war  supported  by  Franoe  in  Ireland.  He  was  &r 
frcMn  justifying  any  of  these  interferences;  but  he 
believed  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  France,  bad  en- 
deavored to  do  as  much  mischief  as  she  was  able 
to  do  in  thisway.  But  be  could  draw  no  reason 
from  this  conduct,  why  Congress  should  pass  a 
law  of  this  kind. 

With  respect  to  the  dispodtion  of  the  people  of 
thiscouniry,  he  would  say  but  little.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  seems  convinced  that  there 
are  a  great  number  of  persons  in  this  country  ready 
to  join  an  invading  enemy.  He  was  far  from  be- 
lieving this ;  and  he  thought  the  gentleman  ought 
to  have  had  some  better  proof  of  it,  before  he  made 
the  declaration  lo  roundly,  than  the  resolution  of 
a  oertain  part  of  the  country  disapproving  of  two 
of  the  laws  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  If  that 
gentleman  coald  not  distinguish  the  difference  be- 
tween reaolatioQs  of  tliis  kind,  and  a  desire  to  join 
an  invading  army,  for  the  purpose  of  overturning 
the  Oo  vemnmit,  he  must  be  ready  for  establishing, 
by  law,  the  doetrineof  pasuvcoliedienee  and  non- 
nsistance. 

Mr.  G.  was  not  himself  much  alarmed  that  these 
rCTointionary  piioetples,  which  appear  so  greatly 
to  frighten  other  gentlemen,  would  make  much 
mogress  in  this  country ;  for  even  supposiag,  as  gen- 
uemen  say,  that  missionaries  have  been  seat  here 
for  this  purpose,  what  has  heretofore  been  their 
mcecss  7  Let  us  examine  our  situation,  said  be, 
for  several  years  back,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
sayi  that  so  ftr  from  progfessing  in  arerolntiooary 
my,  we  have  adt^ited  the  eontiary  eouise,  and  | 
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have  never  failed  every  year,  and  year  after  year, 
to  concentrate  some  new  power  in  the  Executive. 
As  to  the  other  ground  which  gentlemen  have 
taken,  viz :  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Logan  whilst  in 
BVaoce,  he  scarcely  knew  how  to  treat  this  part  ot 
the  subject.  He  bad  supposed  thegentlemancon- 
cemed  in  this  memorial  would  not  again  have 
brought  it  before  the  House.  What  have  they 
done?  Instead  of  explaining  the  manner  in  whkh 
they  got  the  mem<Mial,  they  still  speak  ambig- 
uously. The  gentleman  from  South  Cartdtna 
says,  an  Baat«m  gentleman  brought  it  from  I^rie, 
that  he  gave  it  to  another  gentleman  who  scot  it 
to  an  acquaintance  of  his  in  this  city,  who  gave  it 
to  him.  Why  this  mystery  ?  Why  not  say  at 
once  how  it  came?  He  woald  endeavw  to  asnst 
gendemen  ia  this  respect  Since  the  memorial 
was  introduced  he  bad  learnt  that  the  memorial 
was  known,  had  been  communicated  by  that  ac- 
quaintance of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
to  a  number  of  members  of  this  House,  who  were 
of  the  same  politics  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  his  acquaintance.  Thus  it  was  first 
shown  to  Mr.  A,  who  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it ;  then  to  Mr.  B,  who  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  proofs  of  its  beias  Dr.  Logan's  work;  then  to 
Mr.  C,  who  wonld  take  time  to  consider  of  it ;  and 
so  it  went  idl  round  the  alphabet,  till  it  finally 
came  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  X  and  Y,  (Otis  and 
Harpeb,)  theun<^cialsgentsoo  this  floor  of  their 
acquatntauoe,  otir  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 
And  they  had  done  the  business  in  so  bungling  a 
manner,  that  it  was  very  likely  he  would  nowaW 
avow  them ;  since  the  gendeman  frcnn  South  Car- 
olina did  not  dare  to  .say  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  shown  the  paper  privatdy  lo  him,  but 
made  use  of  general  and  ambiguous  expressions. 

As  to  the  memorial  itself,  he  did  not  understand 
what  gentlemen  had  said  on  the  subject.  This 
fact  is  certain,  that  it  was  pnt  into  their  hands, 
and  they  did  not  know  very  well  what  to  do  with 
it  The  gentleman  from  Massachosetts  says,  that 
either  Dr.  Logan  did  present  the  memorial,  which 
was  a  bad  one,  or  refused  to  present  a  memcnial 
which^n  the  opinion  of  his  friends,  was  a  good 
one.  What  argument  is  there  in  this  7  He  wonld 
reverse  the  gentleman's  statement,  and  say,  that 
either  he  refused  to  present  a  memorial  which  bit 
enemies  think  bad,  or  did  present  a  memorial  which 
his  fUends  diink  good.  But  both  gentlemen  say, 
there  is  a  great  similarity  between  this  memorial 
and  the  letter  which  Dr.  Logan  has  published.  Mr. 
G.  could  readily  believe  this.  Mr.  Godman  doubt- 
less knew  the  Doctor's  sentiments  pretty  generallyj 
and  he  would  insert  such  in  his  memorial  as  he 
would  be  likely  to  approve ;  but.  because  some  of 
the  sentiments  are  similar,  be  could  not  see  how  an 
argument  could  be  drawn  from  thence  that  the 
memorial  was  presented. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  stated  the 
oooduct  of  Dr.  Logan  as  extremely  mysterious : 
that  he  did  not  know  what  it  was;  yet  he  informed 
the  House  that  his  conversation  with  influential 
characters  was  with  three  members  of  the  Direc- 
tory. How  did  the  gentleman  get  thb  hctt  The 
public  had  been  told  by  Dr.  Lc^n  that  Mr.  Cod* 
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BM  h  a  eonespoDdent  of  this  Kentlemftn.  Per- 
il^ he  has  got  the  infonnttion  from  him;  but  he 
ought  Dot  (o  say  that  the  mmdoet  of  the  Doctor 
is  mystmoiu,  when  he  seems  to  know  so  much 
more  aboat  it  than  anybody  else. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad  taken 
a  difiereot  ground;  he  believed,  notwithstanding 
aU  that  bad  been  said  to  the  contrary,  that  the  me- 
morial was  written  and  presented  by  Dr.  Logan, 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  dUpute  the  belief 
of  that  gentlemaa ;  but  he  beliered  there  would  be 
ao  doubt  io  the  public  mind  on  the  subject. 

Sat  the  gentleman  said,  it  was  immaterial  whe- 
ther the  memorial  was  presented  or  not.  What  t 
said  Mr.  G.,  can  it  be  immaterial  whetlier  a  (nper 
wftueh  is  produced  to  prove  that  a  gentleman  is  the 
^mt  of  a  party  in  this  country,  was  not  written 
or  imaented  br  him,  but  written  by  a  Federalist, 
i1m  cwrespoaaent  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Massa- 
eliBsetts? 

Iftr.  G.  said  he  could  not  help  obserring  that 
Utis  UU  is  so  framed  a?  to  include,  in  future,  a 
case  lifce  Dr.  L^n's,  but  not  Bdr.  Codman's^ashe 
is  BOt  a  person  reading  wtthio  the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  notice  an  obserratioD  of  the 
gentlemaD  £rom  Massachusetts,  who  said,  that  the 

Siinciple  guarded  against  by  this  bill  is  of  so 
lagerous  a  aature,  that  it  had  formerly  produced 
a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  He 
would  remind  that  gentleman  that  the  cause  of 
that  war  was  not  merely  owing  to  the  sketch  of  a 
treaty  hariog  been  drawn  there  between  indivi- 
daab  and  this  country,  but  to  the  refusal  of  Hol- 
laad  10  (tisaTow  it,  and  to  punish  the  authors  of  it. 
aad  partienlarly  to  the  asstmption  of  Great  Britain 
that  we  were  rebels,  with  whom  no  nation  could 
iTcat.  But  every  gentleman  must  ronember  what 
took  place  at  that  time  in  relation  to  that  country. 

k  be  a  crime  iu  an  individual  to  do  an  act  of 
Ais  Uod,  it  is  certainly  equally  (^minal  in  a  Gov- 
eramem  to  oorrespood  with  the  individtial. 

If  this  princii>le  be  right,  let  us  recur,  said  he,  to 
iriiat  we  did  with  respect  to  Holland.  Did  not 
our  Governmeat  treat,  and  drawa  sketch  of  a  treaty, 
with  private  iadiriduats.  A  law  passed  two  years 
ago  (for  the  relief  of  De  Neufville)  which  brought 
ill  these  things  before  us.  Do  we  not  know,  said 
Bftr  G.,  in  what  high  station,  now.  is  one  of  the  char- 
acters who  were  mvolved  on  our  pert  in  that  ne- 
gotiatioD  with  individuals  in  Holland?  Mr.  G. 
said,  be  had  also  stated  the  other  day,  that  our  En- 
voys in  France  bad  treated  with  two  individuals 
whom  they  did  not  know  to  be  authmsed  by  the 
French  Government,  and  one  of  whom  declared 
be  was  MA. 

Mr.  G.  ecmeluded  by  referring  to  the  bill  before 
ihm  Howe  for  further  BUspendlDg  the  commweial 
ntereoune  with  France,  which^  ne  said,  contained 
a  provision  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  treat  with  rebels.  And  he  wished 
gentlemen  votdd  attend  to  their  own  conduct  he- 
me tbey  attempted  to  criminate  and  punish  that 
of  others. 

Mr.  Batabd  said,  it  was  witb  reluctaace  he  rose 
to  deuin  the  House  at  so  late  an  hour;  hot, to 
be  aileat,  would  be  to  give  socoaas  to  a  praetiee 
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studiously  observed  by  the  geatleman  from  Pean- 
sylvania,  of  speaking  till  the  hour  of  adjoummemt, 
in  order  to  piedude  a  tvpLj^  or,  in  case  of  a  re^y, 
that  it  should  meet  the  impatience  and  inutentum 
of  the  House.  Thb  practice,  like  many  of  that 
geatleman^  in  his  opinuai,  migat  be  artful  enoufhy 
but  was  without  candor. 

He  could  have  no  intention  at  that  late  hour  d 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  geueral  argument,  bat 
had  some  obsNvations  to-  make  on  a  snb;ject  on 
which  some  gentlemen  affected  much  triumph. 
The  subject  he  alluded  to  was  a  certain  Ftste  paper 
which  had  been  introduced  into  the  House,  as  the 
work  of  our  late  spurious  Envoy  to  the  French 
Republic.  We  are  told,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  this  paper 
was  not  drawn  by  the  Envoy,  nor  presented  by 
him,  but,  that  it  is  the  wcurk  ot  a  certain  Mr.  God- 
man.  And  some  gentlemen  seem  to.  think  tbia 
the  principles  of  the  paper  are  such  as  their  party 
neeil  aot  be  ashamed  of.  The  story  fabricated 
about  Mr.  Codmau,  he  said,  was  a  veiy  pretty  one 
for  the  amusement  of  those  who  were  disposed  to 
believe  it.  He  had  no  doubt  it  would  meet  th* 
faith  of  many,  for  there  were  certainlj  many  whose 
credulity  relished  a  strange  &brtcation  better  tfan 
the  plain  truth.  They  tul  us  the  paper  was  writ- 
ten oy  Mr.  Codmao,  and  handed  to  the  Envoy; 
but  he,  allegiDg  that  he  had  no  |Riblic  character, 
aad  that  be  went  to  Europe  for  nothing,  declined 
presenting  it.  Proof  had  been  rec|uir«i,  he  said, 
that  the  paper  was  the  work  of  the  Envoy,  and,  in 
bis  turn,  be  would  ask  what  evidence  there  was 
of  the  truth  of  this  story  about  tii.  Codman?  One 
thing,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  certain,  the  paper  has  an  exist- 
enee ;  the  only  question  is  as  to  its  parentage. 

He  would  undertake  to  show  that  it  was  the 
natural  ofl^ring  of  the  spurious  Buvoy.  His  proof 
was  derived  from  circumstaueea  eonneoted  vritk 
evidence  of  the  same  nattire  with  that  on  whidi 
rested  the  belief  of  our  holy  religion ;  he  meant  the 
internal  evidence  of  the  work  itaelf.  He  wodi 
beg  goitlemen  first  to  eoastder  the  time  whan  the 
Envoy  left  the  United  States,  and  the  suspiiHona 
under  which  be  departed ;  they  would  also  remem- 
ber thathe  bad  been  represented  as  a  man  of  wcaitfa, 
living  in  ease,  amid  every  domestic  comfort.  He 
was  eogaged  in  no  mercantile  pursuit ;  he  was  not 
travelling  for  health,  and  yet  we  find  him  suddenly 
embarking  for  Europe,  proceeding  with  great  haste 
to  Paris,  eipoeed  to  many  perib ;  and  could  all 
these  things  be  considered,  and  yet  could  it  be 
affirmed  t^t  the  whole  was  without  an  object  t 
Indeed,  it  was  scarcely  denied  that  the  object  was 
of  a  political  natve.  The  inpor  iu  question,  thai) 
corresponded  wirii  the  project  of  the  Envoy  ia 
going  to  Paris.  He  did  not  mean  to  contend  tbut 
the  paper  was  actually  composed  by  the  Envoy, 
not  ^t  he  siqjposed  a  want  of  will,  hut  of  ability, 
for  the  task.  Wot  anything  he  kiiew,  the  paper 
might-'he  would  not  say  iMt  it  saw  the  light,  but 
might  have  been  nursed  in  the  darkness  of  this 
cooDtry.  All  that  be  should  insist  on  was,  that 
the  paper  was  presented  to  the  French  Govern* 
meat  by  the  Envoy,  and  thereby  made  bis  act. 

OentWian  say  it  was  presented  by  Mr.  Cod- 
man.  [Mr.  QtnLi^ta  deaied  that  be  or  any  other 
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gentleman,  to  bis  knowledge,  had  said  the  memo- 
rial was  presented  by  Mr.  Codman.  He  believed 
that  it  had  not  been  presented  at  all.  As  to  evi- 
dence, he  had  none,  except  the  word  of  Dr.  Logan 
himself.]  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  memorial  was  presented  by  somelrady,  for 
it  was  certaioly  not  made  for  Dothing.  The  only 
question  was,  who  presented  it  ?  It  is  attributed 
to  two  persons,  ana  our  belief  as  to  the  person 
must  be  directed  by  the  weight  of  evidence  on  the 
subject  He  believed  the  proof  that  it  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Envoy  was  irresistible.  It  corres- 
ponded with  and  accounted  for  every  circumstance 
ofhis  mysterious  voyage.  He  beared  that  it  would 
be  renumbered,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
had  not  only  umittra,  but  reppatedly  declared, 
that  Mr.  Codman  was  a  Fedmdist ;  that  it  was 

Sretty  generally  known  that  the  Envoy  was  a 
acobin ;  and  be  should  take  the  liberty,  br  examin- 
ing the  paper  itself,  to  inquire  by  which  of  these 
cluiracters  it  was  most  likely  to  have  been  made 
use  of.  It  will  be  found,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  tins 
memorial  contains  the  most  abominable  falsehoods, 
and  the  most  atrocious  calumnies  on  the  Grovern- 
menl  of  the  United  States.  And  this  fact  should 
be  enough  to  satisfy  us  at  once' that  as  it  could  not 
be  the  work  of  a  Federalist,  it  waa  likely  to  be 
the  fruit  of  Jacobin  principles. 

The  writer  sets  out  by  avowing  himself  a  firm 
friend  to  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolution. 
Let  ua  examine  those  principles  to  see  whether 
ther  are  those  of  a  Federalist.  A  leading  principle, 
aaia  Mr.B.^  of  theRevoUititni,  waa  theannihUaUon 
(rf*  all  religion.  We  had  seen  the  altars  of  our  Sa- 
viour thrown  down,  and  heathenish  temples  erect* 
ed  on  their  ruins :  the  clergy  of  Fraoee  had  been 
universally  obliged  to  renounce  their  creed,  or  to 
suffer  j»roscriptionordeath.  The  very  calendar  had 
been  chang^.in  order  to  obliterate  the  era,  and 
to  confound  the  times  of  Christian  worship.  It 
was  evident,  he  said,  that  this  principle  of  the  Revo- 
lution embraced  the  project  of  erasing  every  trace 
of  Christianity ;  and  such  a  principle,  he  said,  he 
could  believe  to  be  the  prineitde  of  a  Jacobin,  but 
never  of  a  Federalist. 

Another  principle  of  the  French  Revolution 
had  been  the  exercise  of  a  military  despotism  by 
the  Gtoveniraettt — a  despotism  more  violent  and 
atrocious  in  its  ezceates  than  even  the  despotism 
of  the  most  maid  and  brutal  of  Roman  Emperors — 
«  detpotism  which  has  shed  oceans  of  Uood  and 
vrhicb  racked  invention  in  order  to  multi^y  its 
Tiotims  in  a  given  time,  which,  not  satisfied  with 
the  devouring  guillotine,  introduced  noyades  and 
fuselladesj  which  plunged  hundreds  and  thousands 
into  eternity  at  once — e  despotism  which  has  des- 
olated one  of  the  finest  countries  in  Europe,  and 
now  binds  iu  inhabitants  in  the  iron  shackles  of 
the  most  arbitrary  tyranny.  The  establishment 
ofsuch  a  Jacolnnie  power  was  not  amon^  the  prin- 
eiples  of  a  Federalist.  Another  principle  of  the 
French  Revolution  was  the  proscription  of  evay 
man  of  wealth,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  his  pro- 
perty. It  was  not  that  the  ancient  nobility  were 
lormid^ble  to  the  mass  of  die  nation,  and  there- 
fore were  exiled  or  murdmd ;  but  uieir  pones* 
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sions  were  inviting^  and  their  death  or  banishment 
was  the  shortest  title  to  their  property.  To  the 
same  cause  may  be  attributed  the  dreadful  immo- 
lations of  the  clergy.  The  end  justified  the  meaaa. 
Money  was  necessary,  and.  it  was  not  less  useful, 
because  it  was  moistened  by  the  tears  of  widows, 
or  by  the  blood  of  priests. 

Another  principle  of  this  Revolution  was  the 
abolition  or  the  liberty  of  the  press.  There  is 
not  a  press  in  France  exempt  from  the  immedi- 
ate control  of  the  Directory ;  there  is  not  a  printer 
who  dares  to  publish  what  may  give  umbra^  to 
the  Government.  If  ofien^e  byacctdent  was  given, 
it  was  not  punished  under  the  mild  provision  of  m 
sedition  bill,  where  a  jury  waa  to  try,  and  truth  m 
innocence  <»  intention  was  a  jostifieation,  but  tha 
summary  process  was  b^un  and  ended  by  a  file 
of  soldiers,  who  seized  the  body  of  the  delinquent, 
and  put  seals  upon  his  press.  He  should  not  say 
that  the  Jacobins  of  France  and  the  United  States 
resembled  in  this  point.  The  Jacobins  here  are 
attached,  not  only  to  the  liberty,  but  the  licentious- 
ness of  the  press;  and  they  indulge  themselves  in 
the  attachment.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  they 
varied  in  principle  from  the  Jacobins  of  France, 
but  circumstances  were  difiierent.  In  France  they 
are  in  power,  here  they  are  not.  But  "  let  the  true 
American  character  blaze  forth  at  the  elections"— 
theevent  so  devoutly  prayed  for  in  the  memorial — 
and  he  would  underuke  to  say  the  conflagration 
would  soon  not  leave  one  free  press  in  the  United 
Sutes.  "The  true  American  character P'  He 
would  recur  to  the  exvresaon  to  mark  the  abuae 
of  it.  He  eoncdved  tne  true  American  character 
now  blazing  forth ;  and  hoped  it  never  would  be 
eclipsed  by  the  French  -character  blazing  forth  in 
the  United  States. 

Another  principle  of  the  French  Revolution  is 
foreign  conquest.  At  no  era  had  any  Government 
betrayed  a  plainer  intention  of  establishing  an  uni- 
versal empire.  The  ambition  of  the  Directorf 
exceeds  that  of  the  Monarchy,  and  the  means  of 
extending  their  power  were  more  profligate  and 
unprincipled.  The  sovereignty  of  no  State  in  Eu- 
rope had  been  respected.  The  form  of  their  Gor- 
eroment  was  indifferent.  Republics  were,  equally 
with  Monarchies,  the  prey  oi  their  devouring  am- 
bition. Whatever  was  contemptible  in  intngne, 
whatever  was  detestable  in  hypocrisy,  whatever 
was  vile  in  the  basest  deceit,  were  the  means  1^ 
which  the  French  Government  accomplished  their 
ends.  Where  their  designs  were  the  bfackest,  their 
caresses  were  most  profuse.  With  a  Government 
at  home  the  most  arbitrary,  they  pretended  to  carry 
liberty  into  forei^  countries.  Liberty  end  equal- 
ity were  the  magic  sonnds  by  which  they  had  been 
enabled  to  conquer,  plunder,  and  oppress,  more  na- 
tions than  by  the  bayonet.  The  lower  classes  of 
society  were  cajoled  by  the  most  splendid  prom- 
ises, and  were  seldom  suffered  to  awaken  from 
their  dream  of  greatness,  till  the  manacles  of  them- 
selves and  fellow  countrymen  were  completely 
rivetted. 

Sue  h,  said  Mr.  B.,  a  re  tbe  princij^es  of  the  French 
Revolution — the  j»ineiples  to  wnieh  the  writer  vt 
the  paper  in  question  avows  himself  the  firm  friend. 
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Sure  he  was,  they  were  not  tbe  priuciples  of  a 
Federalist,  and  therefore  he  shoula  eooelude  that 
Mr.  Cod  man  did  not  write  the  memorial,  but  that 
it  was  tbe  work  of  a  Jacobin. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  that  passage  of  the  memorial 
which  speaks  of  tbe  blood  of  the  present  people  of 
France  naving  flowed  in  the  same  c^Doel  with 
that  of  the  Americans.  Thia,  said  be,  is  an  ab&o- 
lote  falsehood,  and  therefore  could  never  have 
come  from  a  Federalist.  There  is  not  a  Freneh- 
mut  now  in  France  who  ever  spill  a  drop  of  blood 
in  this  country.  The  seneroDS  Frencnmen  who 
spilt  theiiUood  in  our  defence,  and  lived  to  return 
to  their  country,  have  all  been  murdered  or  exiled 
in  the  course  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  in  the 
|^Te,and  not  la  tbe  Directorial  Palace,  that  Amer- 
ica was  to  look  for  her  French  friends. 

He  would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen, 
and  the  eolightened  sense  of  the  country,  for  the 
truth  of  his  remark.  He  would  the  ques- 
tiim  plainly^  To  whom  was  this  country  indebted 
for  the  services  which  France  rendered  us  in  the 
late  war  1  And  he  would  undertake  to  answer  it 
as  plainly :  It  was  to  the  Kiog^nd  next  to  him 
to  the  Queen,  of  France.  The  King  bad  tbea  tbe 
entire  power  of  the  nation  in  his  hands.  The  peo- 
ple might  have  been  kind  in  their  wishes,  but  wishes 
were  all  they  could  bestow.  Had  the  King  willed 
it,  not  a  French  soldier  could  hare  ever  put  his 
foot  on  our  sbore.  Tbe  troops  sent  here  were  the 
King's  soldiers — the  money  lent  was  tbe  King's 
treasure.  It  was  to  the  King  we  owed  everything ; 
aad,  while  be  was  in  power,  it  was  to  him  we  were 
disposed  to  attribute  and  pay  everything. 

He  would  ask  by  what  magic  it  was  that  tbe 

ritttde  due  to  tbe  Mooarch  was  transferred  to 
murderers?  It  was  impossible  to  look  over 
the  face  of  France,  and  discover  one  public  char- 
acter which  the  principles  of  gratitude  did  not  bind 
this  country  to  detest.  Gratitude  was  due  to  the 
person,  and  not  to  the  office ;  and  though  tbe  Di- 
rectory had  succeeded  to  the  power  of  Loui^  yet, 
atting  in  the  seat  stained  with  the  blood  of  tb« 
great  friend  of  onr  country,  they  must  be  olrjects 
of  OUT  abhorrence,  or  else  we  mast  abandon  all 
metensions  to  gratitude.  He  was  obliged  to  con- 
fess, with  a  sentiment  of  humiliation,  that  when 
the  scaffold  was  reeking  with  the  blood  of  our  ben- 
e&ctor,  the  event  excited  in  America  more  joy 
than  horror.  He  could  wish  to  find  an  excuse  in 
the  delirium  of  the  moment }  and  now  the  nation 
had  returned  to  its  sober  senses,  he  presumed  its 
gratitude  would  be  bestowed  on  its  proper  objects. 

He  was  not  afraid  of  advocating  the  truth  od 
this  subject,  though  be  migbt  again  be  called  a 
Monarchist.  Names  w^re  instg^iificaot,  and  let 
a  man  be  called  what  lie  might,  be  could  never 
suffer  in  public  opinion  for  supporting  tbe  truth. 

Mr.  B.  next  read  the  passage,  in  wnich  the  wri- 
ter says  he  could  oeithn  impute  the  blame  of  the 
existing  dispute  to  the  one  Government  nor  to  the 
other.  Would  a  Federalist  say  this?  asked  Mr. 
B.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution, 
hnre  not  the  people  of  this  country  constantly  evi- 
denced ft  strong  partiality  in  favor  of  the  Freneh 
euHe?    Has  not  tbe  GoTenunent  mnjtiianAj 
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rendered  tbem  every  service  which  their  duty  im- 
posed, or  wbich  neutrality  permitted  ?  Since  the 
origin  of  the  present  dispute,  has  any  step  been 
neglected  on  our  part  which  could  lead  to  a  rectm- 
ciliation?  Has  not  tbe  QovemmeDt  suffered,  in 
silence,  till  the  tatter  cup  of  wrongs  and  contumely 
was  filled  to  the  brim  1— till  the  wounded  spirit  of 
the  couotry  was  at  length  roused  to  resistance  hf 
the  danger  of  annihilauon? 

Smartiiig  with  the  sting  of  the  many  insults  we 
have  received,  was  not  ue  Government  willing 
still  to  iMstpone  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  fix 
indemnity  for  injuries  done  them,  and  were  not 
advances  made  under  every  form  of  respect,  to- 
wards a  settlement  of  differences,  upon  pnnctplee 
honorable  and  beneficial  to  France  7  And  how 
were  these  advances  treated  ?  With  a  contempt 
proportioned  to  our  former  submission,  and  in  a 
manner  which  could  be  borne  only  by  a  base  and 
abject  people.  And,  after  all  this,  could  any  but 
a  Jacobin  say  that  he  imputed  blame  to  neither 
of  tbe  Governments?  It  was  language  which 
suited  the  mouth  of  tbe  Envoy,  but  could  notjvo- 
ceed  from  tbe  lips  of  a  Federalist.  , 

Mr.  B.  next  took  notice  of  the  ex|H«ssion  "en- 
emies of  France  and  America."  It  was  manifest, 
he  said,  that  this  was  arolied  to  the  Government 
of  the  tJnited  States ;  because,  in  another  part  of 
the  memorial,  where  England  alone  was  meant, 
the  expression  was,  the  enemies  of  France.  Now, 
he  would  ask,  whether  it  was  credible  that  a 
Federalist  would  assert  the  Government  was 
not  only  the  enemy  of  France,  but  of  tbe  people 
of  the  United  Sutes  ?  This  was  a  false  and  de- 
testable calumny,  and  could  never  have  proceeded 
from  any  one  but  a  Jacobin.  It  corresponded 
with  tbe  grimace  of  the  French  Government  and 
the  cant  of  American  Jacobins,  which  equally  af- 
fected an  exclusive  attachment  to  tbe  rights  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  B.  next  alluded  to  that  part  of  tbe  memo- 
rial wbich  speaks  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
He  ask«t  howMr.Codman  could  know  anything 
about  the  sentiments  of  that  gentleman  t  He  had 
not  been  for  years  in  this  country,  and,  as  he  was  a 
Federalist,  it  might  safely  be  relied  on  that  he 
was  not  a  correspondent  oi  Mr.  Jefferson's.  Now, 
it  was  extremely  likely  that  the  Envoy  was  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Jefferson^  sentiments.  Tbey 
were  intimate  previously  to  the  departure  of  tbe 
Envoy;  it  was  generally  understood  that  there 
was  much  intercourse  between  tbem ;  and  it  was 
said  by  many,  and  actually  believed  bv  some,_that 
the  Envoy  not  only  carried  with  him  tne  opinions, 
but  also  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

He  conceived  that  this  reference  to  a  persoiul 
knowledge  of  tbe  sentiments  of  Mr.  Jefferson  dis- 
proved tbe  fnbficati(Hi  with  respect  to  Codman, 
and  fastened  the  production  npMisome  connexiMi 
of  the  Envoy's.  Mr.  B.  sai^  that  one  passage  in 
this  State  paper  hadlieen  reued  on  with  a  degree 
of  triumph.  He  referred  to  that  in  which  it  was 
stated  by  the  Envoy  that,  in  case  of  invasicni, 
thar  party  would  oppose  the  invaders.  There  is, 
to  be  rare,  said  he,  great  merit  in  this  dealaration. 
They  say  to  Fruice:  "Captmre  owr  Tessek;  dt- 
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■tray  our  corameive ;  rain  our  merchants ;  extin- 
fttiso  the  souices  of  public  rereoae ;  lay  your  em- 
bargoes ;  impcison  oar  seamen ;  insult  and  tiain- 
tile  upon  the  rif^ls  the  nation  abroad ;  bat  don't 
bring  an  army  among  us,  because  then  we  can  no 
LoDger  hoodwink  the  people ;  they  will  then  see 
and  feel  for  themselTes ;  tbey  can't  be  dee^red  as 
to  the  cause  of  what  they  suffer,  and.  in  conse- 
quence, our  party  will  be  rqined.  The  people 
will  taea  perceive  that  the  interest  of  the  Oov- 
vomeat  and  their  own  is  the  same  thing ;  and  all 
aur  clamor  can  never  convince  them  that  it  is 
better  to  be  governed  by  French  bayonets  than 
Amerieaii  law.  We  ^11  be  deserted  and  anni- 
hilated ;  we  moat  fall  never  to  rise  again."  Sneh 
Mr.  B.  undeistood  to  be  the  trae  cooatnuKion  of 
tbia  boasted  declaration,  and  he  had  the  charity 
to  allow  the  gentlemen  the  whole  merit  which  be- 
longed to  it. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  there  was  a  sentiment  in  the 
paper  equally  base  and  false.  He  referred  to  the 
assertion  that  the  French  were  the  deliverers  of  this 
country.  Our  delivery,  he  said,  was  owing  to  the 
energy  and  patriotism  of  our  own  citizens.  He 
eonsidered  the  aasertioa  as  an  immous  slaader 
uptm  the  hlood  of  those  heroes  who  fell  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war.  It  was  not  until  America  bad 
demonstrated  that  they  were  capable  of  effectual 
resistance,  by  the  capture  of  a  large  British  army, 
that  French  aid  was  o&red  to  the  country.  The 
wnr  probably  might  have  been  prolonged  withont 
that  aid ;  but  the  natira  had  spirit  oiough— and 
that  was  all  ^t  was  neceseary— to  accomplish 
their  independenee  without  French  assistance. 

Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  one  other  passage  in  the 
memorial  of  so  much  meaning  and  design,  that 
he  should  trouble  the  House  with  some  observa- 
tions upon  it.  It  at  once  marked  the  source  from 
wh»ce  the  paper  came,  and  famished  a  key  to 
the  novel  and  mysterious  embassy.  He  referred 
to  that  part  in  which  the  EUivoy  so  feelingly  ap- 
peds  to  the  interest  of  the  French  Qovernment, 
"  to  allow  the  true  American  character  to  blaze 
ibrth  at  the  ensuing  elections."  The  Envoy  knew, 
vhat  the  party  are  sensible  of,  that  their  actions 
had  so  associated  them  in  public  opinion  with  the 
fteocb  cause,  that  their  popolartty  must  sink  as 
that  declined.  French  popalarity  was  their  popu- 
larity ;  and  it  was  well  uown  that  every  man 
who  was  oared  of  the  Gallic  mania  was  lost  to 
their  pnrty.  The  enormous  aggresslotts  and  hn- 
■ubating  msults  committed  on  the  country  by  the 
French  b^^  to  recall  the  senses  of  the  most  in- 
&taated.  Goaded  into  resistance,  the  nation  had 
at  last  roused,  taken  up  the  gaantlet,  and  bid  defi- 
ance to  her  adversary.  In  the  attitude  we  then 
stood,,  one  blow  from  France  would  have  placed 
the  nation  in  a  state  of  general  hostility.  This 
was  the  event  deprecated  hy  the  party,  because  a 
w«r  with  France  would  necessarily  obliterate 
every  trace  of  French  influence,  and  to  extinguish 
the  attachment  to  France  was  to  annihilate  the 
party.  To  resist  the  war  was  to  contend  for  their 
austenee.  We  are  not,  therefore,  to  be  surprised 
if  they  shootd  iH«fer  the  pillage  of  our  commerce, 
dw  iwoitn(k»  of  natioud  ehanwitr,  or  even  the 
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imposition  of  a  tribute,  to  a  state  of  war.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  great  object  presented  itself  to  thoat 
who  sent  the  Envoy.  They  knew  that  oar-  citi- 
zens were  peaceable  in  their  temners,  indnstrioos 
in  their  habits,  and,  however  willing,  in  esse  of 
extremity,  to  abandon  everything  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  yet  that  peace  was  desirable  to 
them,  and  that  if  it  could  be  obtained  by  their 
IHirty,  while  it  cast  an  odium,  or  at  least  a  suspi- 
cion, on  the  conduct  of  the  Administration,  woud 
at  once  reinstate  Frmch  influence,  and  reatere 
French  favorites  to  public  esteem.  The  Envoy 
might  well  flatter  himself  with  a  cordial  reeep* 
tioiu  He  mnt  to  represent  a  party  affiiiMt  the 
Government.  It  opened  a  noUe  fidd  Tor  dipkn 
matie  AHU.  A  more  ao^ieioiu  event  never  jm- 
sented  itself  to  French  intrigue.  It  promised  to 
accomplish  the  great  object  of  their  policy  in  every 
country— to  separate  the  Government  from  the 
people ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  divide  the  people 
among  tbemselvea— which  might  ultimately  ren- 
der them  a  cheap  prey  to  French  ambition.  It 
enabled  tbem  to  say,  "  We  do  not  go  to  war  with 
the  good  people  of  America,  but  only  with  the 
Government,  the  pen^oners  of  Pitt." 

This  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  jus- 
tified by  the  passage  of  the  memorial  which  he 
had  last  cited. 

It  was  thought  that  peace  was  popular,  and  if 
denied  to  the  Govemmentand  granted  to  a  party, 
it  would  ^rip  the  Government  of  public  &vor 
and  support,  and  confer  it  on  the  party.  It  was 
thns  that  the  true  American  chuaeter  waa  to 
Maze  forth  at  the  approaehing  Sections,  wb»  a 
grateful  people  were  to  reward  the  party  which 
obtained  peace,  and  the  powa  which  granted  it 
He  believed  that  this  was  a  great  object  of  the 
embassy :  to  proeura  for  the  party  the  populari- 
ty of  peace-makers,  which  should  operate  on  the 
Actions  which  were  approaching.  He  woold 
not  say  that  the  nation  had  escaped  the  precipice 
to  wluch  this  ^ir  exposed  them,  because  the 
danger  might  not  yet  have  passed  away.  It  waa 
impossible  to  foresee  what  consequraiees  might 
bare  followed,  if  France  had  offo^  the  Envoy 
certain  terms  of  accommodation,  which  in  them> 
selves  were  acceptable  to  the  people.  Could  the 
Government  have  accepted  of  them,  knowing 
they  had  been  dairied  to  them  in  order  to  be  gmnl- 
ed  to  a  party ;  would  it  not  be  allowinc^  a  formga 
Government  to  erect  a  minority  in  this  eountrf 
into  a  ruling  power,  and  tberehy  to  establish  an 
influence  among  us  destructive  of  our  independ- 
enee 1  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  for 
the  Government  to  accept  terms  of  peace  refused 
to  themselves,  and  designedly  granted  to  a  party, 
would  be  an  act  the  most  disgraceful  and  dangerovs 
in  their  power  to  commit.  And  yet,  perhaps,  to 
discard  them  might  inflame  the  spirit  of  party  to 
a  height  which  might  be  attended  with  the  most 
dej^orable  consequences  to  the  country.  Sack, 
said  Mr.  B.,is  the  danger  to  which  the  presump- 
tion, the  folly,  or  criminality,  of  an  individual 
might  expose  us.  It  proved  the  expediency  of  the 
present  law.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  make  nofuf^ 
thH<  ofaaermtisaa  on  this  State  paper,  as  it  ha* 
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been  called.  He  believed  he  had  said  enough  to 
.point  oat  the  source  from  which  it  came,  and  the 
object  it  vas  designed  to  accomplish. 

Before  he  sat  dowa,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
indued,  notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  hour, : 
in  a  few  observations  oo  what  bad  fallen  from  the  ; 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  LiviNoeTON.) 
That  gentleman  had  been  absent  duringtbe  greater 
of  the  time  that  the  present  bill  had  been  ua- 
dabate.  Aad  recollecting  what  had  happened 
on  a  fonner  occasion,  he  had  presumed  the  gentle- 
naaa  bad  again  hastened  to  save  the  nation^  stored 
with  knowledge,  not  simply  the  fruits  of  his  own 
mduscry,  but  of  uie  researches  of  many  other  heads 
aqnaUjr  wise,  governed  by  principles  equally  pa- 
triotic. 

He  confessed,  therefore,  he  looked  for  much 
edification.  He  expected  a  great  speech.  He  was 
praparing  to  yield  to  an  involuntary  conviction. 
Snt  what  was  his  disappointment,  when,  after 

Sdentlv  attending  to  the  gentleman  for  more 
ui  half  an  hour,  he  found  he  had  nothing  to  tell 
the  House,  but  a  story  about  a  boiled  cook  and  a 
roasted  heretic.  Believing,  in  the  end.  that  the 
gentleman  designed  ooly  to  amuse  the  House,  he 
expected  he  would  have  gone  on  with  the  stories 
of  Tom  Thumb  and  of  Jack  the  Oiaot  Killer. 
His  speech  would  then  have  been  divided  into 
co-ordinate  parts,  ail  having  equal  application  to 
the  subject  under  discussion.  But,  said  Mr.  B., 
perhaps  be  was  mistaken.  The  speech  which 
was  delivered  might  be  designed  simply  as  an 
apologjr  for  one  wuich  was  to  be  published.  As 
this  had  once  happened,  it  might  again  occur; 
and  possibly  the  world  be  iuMmniOed  for  the 
present  diaai^ntment,  by  the  merits  of  a  second 
edition. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  trouble  the  House  no 
liw^er.  He  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering upon  a  regular  discuastoa  of  the  subject 
before  the  House,  but  for  the  purpose  of  malung 
the  remarks  he  bad  submitted  upon  some  matters 
btrodneed  into  the  debate,  thoi^h  not  properly 
belonging  to  iL 

Bfr.  NiCHoi^  said,  he  should  not  apologize  for 
rising  at  so  late  an  hour;  when  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  speak,  he  would  speak;  but  if  he  wanted  an 
apowgr,  he  bhould  certainly  have  it  in  the  con- 
dDGt  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  who,  after 
ebn^ging  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyiraaia  with 
making  a  speech  at  a  late  how,  that  it  might  not 
be  answered,  had  certainly  mftde  one  which  he 
could  only  have  made  under  such  an  expectation. 

Bfr.  N.  woodered  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
bad  not  been  warned  bv  the  conduct  of  his  friend 
from  MassachuseitSj(Mr.  Otis.)  who  had  predicts 
ed,  at  a  time  when  be  supposed  this  paper  would 
not  be  produced  to  the  House,  that  ii  any  memo- 
rial should  have  been  presented  by  Dr.  Logan,  it 
would  probably  be  such  an  one  as  would  serve 
rather  to  raise  his  charucter  than  otherwise;  who 
is  now  obliged  to  confess  that  he  had  at  the  time 
seen  the  memorial,  and  who  is  yet,  out  of  respect 
to  his  party,  to  give  it  a  different  character.  Now 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  insists  that  the  me- 
morial was  not  written  Jby  a  Federalist,  and  has 


[H.  ofR. 


adduced  a  number  of  reasons  in  support  of  his  be- 
lief. What,  said  Mr.  N.,  will  be  this  gentleman's 
situation,  if^  hereafter,  this  paper  should  really 
appear  to  have  been  written  by^Mr.  Codman,  a 
Federalist,  and  that  it  never  was  presented?  He 
will  not  surely,  in  that  case,  be  inclined  to  throw 
a  respectable  character  out  of  the  ranks  of  Feder- 
alism, and  yet  he  would  be  puzzled  to  avoid  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  the 
writer  of  thu  memorial  could  not  hare  been  a 
Federalist,  because  he  justifies  the  principles  of 
the  Frencn  Revolution.  This  gentleman  forgets 
one  thing,  that  though  men  may  class  together 
under  the  same  name,  they  may  difler  very  mate, 
rially  in  opinion,  and  that  among  Federalists  some 
may  be  Monarchists  whilst  others  are  RepuMi- 
eaos.  If  there  are  men  of  the  former  ilescriptian, 
and  he  really  believed  there  areO  they  certainly 
o  not  like  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion ;  but  he  had  proof  before  him  that  there  are 
Federalists  who  do  approve  of  the  principles  of 
the  French  Revolution.  The  proof  he  alluded 
to  was  the  Answer  of  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  (whom  the  gentleman  would  not 
deny  is  a  good  Federalist,)  to  the  Address  of  the 
French  Minister,  on  bis  presesiiog  the  colors  of 
France  to  the  United  States,  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1796.  Mr.  N.  read  an  extract  from  it  as  follows: 

**  Bom,  sir,  in  a  land  of  libertj ;  having  early  learned 
its  value ;  haviog  engaged  in  a  perilous  conflict  to  deftod 
it ;  having,  in  a  word,  devoted  the  best  jeers  of  my  lift 
to  secuie  its  permanent  establishment  in  my  own 
countiy;  my  anxious  raoirilections»  my  nympathstic 
fedings,  and  my  best  wishes  are  inesistibly  exdte^ 
whensoever,  in  any  country,  I  see  an  oppreesed  natios 
unfurl  the  banners  of  freedom.  But  above  all,  the 
events  of  the  French  RevoIutioQ  have  produced  the 
deepest  solicitude,  as  well  as  the  highest  admiiatioa. 
To  call  your  nation  brave,  were  to  pronounce  bat  com- 
mon praise.  Wonderful  people !  Ages  to  come  will  read 
withastontshmeDtthehiotoiyofyonrbrilliaDtexpIoits!  I 
rejoioe  that  tlie  period  of  yoor  toils  and  ofyoarfmmense 
saeriflees,  is  approaohing.  I  rejmee  that  the  intemtinc 
Revtdotionai;  movements  of  so  many  yean,  have  isened 
in  Iht  ftnnataon  of  aCoustitntion  dea%iied  to  give  peima- 
nen^  to  the  greet  ol^eot  for  winch  yoa  have  conlended. 
I  rejoiee  that  liberty,  which  you  have  eo  long  embraasd 
with  enlhosiasm — liberty,  of  which  yoa  have  been  Ibe 
invincihle  defenders,  now  finds  an  asylum  in  the  boaem 
of  a  r^oleriy  organised  Government;  a  GovenuMOt 
which,  being  formed  to  aacnre  the  hminess  of  the 
Frendi  people,  correripends  with  the  aramt  wishes  ot 
my  heart,  while  it  gntifies  the  pnSmjoiwttj  dtiim  of 
the  United  States,^  its  reeemblaiice  to  their  own.  On 
those  glorious  events,  tccepK,  mc,  my  sincere  coograta- 
hittons." 

Thi»  reply,  all  the  sentiments  of  which  he  wu 
not  now  going  to  give  ao  opinion  upon,  vres  given 
after  the  death  of  Robespierre,  and,  of  course,  after 
all  the  unjustifiable  acts  of  the  Revolution,  of 
wtiich  the  gentleman  had  spoken,  had  been  com- 
mitted. But  ihoiu^  this  is  the  language  of  a 
Federalist,  Mr.  N.  knew  it  is  not  the  laaguage  of 
all  Federalists;  he  knew  that  they,  like  all  other 
classes  of  men,  are  of  various  opinions,  some  of 
higher  and  others  of  lower  tone.  Mr.  N.  remem- 
hexed  the  gentleman  fcom  Delaware-  had  oooe 
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sud  that  the  rotten  boroughs  of  Englaad  are  ne- 
cessary^  to  support  the  Monarchy,  which  would 
not  hare  been  the  sentiment  of  the  Federalist  to 
whose  authority  he  bad  appealed. 

But  the  eeDtieman  says  the  memorial  eootaios 
a  lie,  and  therefore  it  could  not  have  been  written 
by  a  FederalisL  Mr.  N.  referred  to  the  occurrences 
of  every  day,  whether  or  uot  this  is  a  character- 
istic of  the  gentleman's  party.  There  is  no  per- 
son alive  now  in  Frauce,  says  he,  who  fought  for 
this  country.  From  this  assertion,  Mr.  N.  sup- 
posed the  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  fought 
by  the  side  of  these  brave  Frenchmen,  aod  recol- 
lects that  all  his  then  friends  and  acquaiatances 
are  cut  off.  He  himself  was  not  so  well  acquainted 
with  this  business,  but  he  had  been  told  that  Gen- 
eral Jourdao,  now  in  one  of  the  French  councils, 
was  either  a  private  or  a  sergeant  in  the  French 
army  in  this  country;  and  that  many  of  the  first 
military  men  in  the  French  army,  were  subordi- 
nate officers  or  privates  in  that  ariny. 

If  gentlemen  will  have  it  that  Dr.  Lwan  pre- 
sented this  address,  notwithstanding  all  that  is 
said  to  the  contrary,  he  would  examme  for  a  mo- 
ment the  thing  itself.  What  does  it  say  1  Why, 
that  when  the  French  Qovemment  shall  hare 
raised  their  embargo,  released  our  seamen,  and 
sent  a  Minister  with  liberal  powers  to  the  United 
States,  peace  may  be  made.  By  whom  t  By  the 
Executive  of  the  United  S  tales.  Where,  then,  is  all 
this  cause  of  alarm?  Gentlemen  complain  of  this 
paper  sayiog  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  testify  their  joy  at  tne  event  of  the  approach- 
ing elections,  and  they  seem  to  apprehend  that 
the  downfallof  their  party  must  be  mvolred.  Let 
it  be  recollected  that  pace  was  proposed  to  be 
made  through  the  Bxecutire,  and  on  liberal  terms, 
and  then  there  is  no  cause  for  such  an  apprehen- 
sion, bat  with  those  who  would  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  event,  and  would  be  incapable  of  ex- 
pressing the  joy  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  certainly  feel.  If;  indeed,  there  is  in  this 
country  enemies  of  the  French  Revolution,  who 
want  to  have  a  kingly  Qovernment  in  that  coon* 
try,  and  of  course  are  enemies  to  liberty  every- 
wnere,  the  consequence  of  a  peace  would  be  tbeir 
destruction,  as  it  would  produce  an  union  of  par- 
ties, which  would  be  destruction  to  their  views; 
but  such  an  event  could  injure  no  other  descrip 
tion  of  persons. 

This  manorial  is  complained  of,  because  the 
writer  saysj  he  will  not  undertake  to  blame  either 
Ctoremment.  And  would  it  hare  been  prudent 
in  any  man  who  wished  to  promote  a  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  two  Qovemments,  to  hare  begun 
by  telling  the  French  Gorernmect  that  all  that 
they  had  done  bad  been  wrong?  Certainly  not ; 
a  less  irritable  coarse  was  preferable;  and  the 
writer  only  says,  that  he  waives  the  subject  of  in- 
juries, and  prefers  rather  to  seek  the  means  of 
reconciliation.  Besides,  the  language  of  this  me- 
morial is  the  language  of  our  approved  negotia- 
tor in  the  British  Treaty. 

But  much  reliance  has  been  placed,  to  anwer 
the  purpose  of  gentlemen,  on  that  jwrt  of  the 
memorial  which  speaks  of  the  enemies  of  France 


and  America,  representing  it  as  meaning  the 
Executive  and  Federalists  of  this  country;  wnereu' 
nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  that  Great  Bri- 
tain are  the  enemies  hoe  alluded  to.  The  writer 
explains  himself  in  that  way  when  speaking  of 
the  euemies  of  France  alone,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  cannot  certainly  think  that  any 
party  believes  that  the  Executive  of  the  Unites 
States  is  a  greater  enemy  to  the  happiness  of  this 
country  than  the  British  Government  is.  Mr.  N. 
never  neard  such  aa  idea  expressed  ;  and  he  did 
not  think  that  the  construction  which  had  been 
lut  upon  this  part  of  the  memorial,  could  be  made 
lut  by  the  most  malignant  disposition. 

But  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Codman  could  not  have 
written  this  memorial,  because  he  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  In  writing  this  memorial,  he 
would  doubtless  express  what  he  took  to  be  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Lwan,  and  he  certainly  might 
have  learned  from  nim  what  was  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Jefferson ;  and  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  believed,  that  the  opinion  there,  was  not 
only  the  opinion  of  Mr.  J.,  but  of  every  friend  of 
liberty  in  the  country :  "  that  in  case  of  attack, 
alt  the  citizens  would  rally  round  the  standard  of 
tbeir  Government." 

The  gentleman  went  on  to  state  his  opinion  of 
what  would  be  the  conduct  of  parties.  Mr.  N. 
thought  he  might  have  spared  himself  that  trou- 
ble. The  party  with  whom  he  acted,  neither 
know  nor  care,  what  bis  opinions  are. 

[Mr.  B&TARo  did  not  know  why  the  gentleman 
should  take  his  remarks  to  himseli.l 

The  gentleman,  continued  Mr.  N.,  meant  his 
remarks  to  apply  to  gentlemen  in  this  House ;  bat 
he  was  perfectly  easy  as  to  what  bis  opinion 
might  be.   Neitner  that  gentleman's  public  or 

firivate  character  were  so  conspicuous  in  the  pub- 
ic view,  as  to  give  an  alarming  weight  to  bis 
denunciations.  His  character  is  founded  on  party 
efforts,  and  until  it  was  founded  on  something 
else,  anything  he  could  say  would  neither  hurt 
him  (Mr.  N.)  □or  his  friends. 

Mr.  N.  said,  the  memorial  of  which  so  much 
had  been  said,  and  which  gentlemen  yet  envel- 
oped in  mystery,  was  brought  to  this  country  by 
a  Mr.  Woodward,  who  received  it  from  Mr.  Cod- 
man,  at  Paris,  ana  was  probably  informed  by  him, 
that  it  was  an  address  intended  to  be  presented  by 
Dr.  Logan.  Mr.  N.  believed  that  Dr.  Logan  was 
not  disposed  to  blame  eiAer  of  these  gentlemen 
with  propagating  a  falsehood.  Everything  wta 
reconcilable,  by  supposing  that  Mr.  Woodward 
received  the  copy  while  uie  original  was  in  Dr. 
Logan's  possession. 

Mr.  NicHOLAa  concluded  by  saying,  that  it  was 
a  little  remarkable  that  gentlemen  should  under- 
stand this  paper  so  differently  at  different  times. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  at 
liberty  to  act  upon  it  or  not,  be  declared  it  inno- 
cent and  honorable. 
[Mr.  Otis  declared  be  had  said  no  such  thing.] 
Mr.  N.  said  he  had  said  so,  as  might  be  seen 
from  his  speech.  It  was  a  little  extraordinary, 
that,  af^er  going  through  so  many  hands,  the  me* 
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moriBl  sboatd  not  have  found  its  way  to  the 
House  before  it  came  to  the  hands  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  Why  did  not  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  bring  it  forward  1 

[Mr.  Bayard  said  he  never  saw  it  before  it  came 
before  the  House.] 

Mr.  N.  knew  it  bad  been  in  a  number  of  hands, 
and  certainty  must  have  been  considered  as  inno- 
cent by  them.  Now,  indeed,  gentlemen  endea- 
Tored  10  divert  the  attention  of  the  public  from 
the  circumstance  of  having  brought  forward  a 
false  paper  of  this  kind,  and  fVom  the  disgrace 
which  ought  to  attach  to  such  condact,  by  endea- 
Twing  to  extract  from  it  something  criminal, 
which  suspicion  would  attach  to  their  opponents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passase  of 
the  bill,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  carried--58 
to  36,  as  follows : 

Tkab — John  AUen,  George  Baer,  jim..  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Jamea  A.  Bawd,  Jonatbmn  Biace,  I>«^d  Brooks, 
Sl0|dien  Bullock,  Chiistopher  O.  Champlin,  John  Chap- 
man* James  Cochran,  William  Cr^  Samael  W. 
Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent, 
Wflham  Edmond,  Thomas  Etsus,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foater,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jon., 
Henry  Glen,  Chaoncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon, 
Boger  Gikw^  WilUam  Btm  Grove,  Robwt  Goodloe 
Hnper.  WiUim  Hfaidman,  Henkiah  L.  Hoamer,  Jas. 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Kittara,  Samael  Lyman,  Jamea 
Jfaditr,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  Harriwm  G.  Otis,  Imtc  Parker,  Jodah  Parser, 
Thomas  Pinekney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  Jan., 
James  Schoreman,  Ssmud  Sewall,  WilUam  Shepard, 
Thomas  Sionickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobba  Spaight,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  That- 
cher, Richard  Thomas,  Mai^  Thomson,  Thomas  Til- 
hngfaast,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  WadsworUi,  Robert 
Wain,  and  Jdm  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  Daiid  Bard,  Thomas 
Bloont,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Thomas  Clai- 
borne,  William  Chartes  Cole  Claiborae,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jvba  Cloptcm,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas 
Ebnendorf,  Wm.  Fmdley,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jas.  GilUes- 
pie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Jno.  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonadun  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heirter,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke, 
HaAaniel  Macon,  Blair  McOlenadutn,  Joseph  Mo- 
Dowall,  Anthony  New,  StUm  Nicholas,  Tompson  J. 
SknuMT,  Wiffiam  Smilh,  Rkhard  Sprigg,  lUehard  8tan- 
fiMtd,  Almm  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  and  Atemham 
VeuUe. 

RHohed.  That  the  title  be  "An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  therein  specified." 
And  then  the  Hoase  adjourned. 


Friday.  January  18. 

BIr.  RcTLBDoe  said,  he  wbhed  to  la^  a  resoltt- 
tion  upon  the  table,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
pterent  the  future  protraction  of  debat^  as  he 
llioaght  it  very  improper  to  consume  so  much 
time  in  debating  every  question  which  comes 
before  the  House.  He  was  persuaded  that  he 
coidd  never  offer  a  restolution  of  this  kind  with 
greater  chance  of  saccess  than  at  present,  when 
one-half  the  session  has  passed  over,  without  any 
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important  measure  having  been  adopted.  The 
resolution  was  to  the  following  effect : 

Reaohed,  T^at  during  the  remainder  of  the  session, 
it  shall  be  a  standing  rule  and  order  of  this  House,  that 
during  the  debate  on  any  bill  or  resolation,  no  motion 
for  an  adjoornment  shall  be  received  by  the  Chair,  either 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whde,  or  in  the  House,  ex- 
cept by  unanimous  cooamt. 

Ordered  to  lie. 

CENSUS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
making  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  tht 
United  States,  were  taken  up.  The  principal  of 
these  amendments  is  a  postponement  of  the  enu- 
meration until  the  1st  of  April,  1800,  which 
would  be  eztendiug  it  over  another  election.  On. 
motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  the  ameodments  were 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

REMONSTRANCE  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  for  the  consideration  oi 
the  report  on  the  representation  and  remonstrance 
of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  this  motion  would  not  be 
persisted  in,  as  there  was  a  fact  relative  to  this 
business  very  doubtful,  which  he  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  ascertain.  He  hoped  the  report  would  be 
permitted  to  lie  at  least  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Otib  hoped  this  report  woalS  not  be  takett 
up  for  another  reason.  There  was  a  bill  for  Air- 
ther  suspending  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
led  States  and  France,  which  is  the  order  of  the 
day.  He  had  already  twice  attempted  to  call  up 
this  bill,  when  it  had  been  objected  to,  because 
the  communications  which  had  been  promised  by 
the  President,  respecting  our  dispute  with  France, 
had  not  been  received.  He  had  given  way  on 
this  account^  not  becanse  he  thought  the  objection 
bad  any  weight,  but  because  it  had  been  made ; 
as  it  was  uncertain  whether  these  communica- 
tions would  be  received  to-day  or  to-morrow,  or 
Monday,  and  as  the  present  law  would  expire  on 
the  2d  of  March)  he  wished  it  now  to  be  taken  mk 
because  if  it  was  not  soon  acted  upon,  there  woola 
not  be  time  to  give  the  necessary  notice  to  the 
distant  jwrts  of  the  Union.  Prom  the  Speech  of 
the  President,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  gen- 
tlemen might  be  convinced  there  would  be  noth- 
ing in  the  promised  communications  which  could 
have  any  effect  on  this  bill ;  and  from  the  present 
jNTCcarious  situation  of  several  vessels,  aod  the 
earlj  expiration  of  the  present  law,  be  hoped  the 
subject  would  now  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Baldwin  withdrew  his  motion,  to  give  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  the  time  he  re- 
quired. 

tNTERCOCRSE  WITH  FRANCE. 
Mr.  Otib  then  called  up  the  bilf  he  had  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  surprised  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  should  persist  in  calling  np 
this  bill.  When  the  gentleman  from  PennsvlTa- 
nia  called  for  his  resolution  requesting  the  Pmi- 
dcnt  Co  send  the  despatches,  it  was  said  they  wooM 
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be  here  next  day ;  but  they  are  not  yet  come.  He 
tells  the  House  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  to 
hare  the  despatches,  because  the  President's  as- 
surances were  sufficient  to  assure  gentlemen  they 
would  make  no  change  in  our  circumstances,  and 
that  therefore  we  may  as  well  do  without  them. 
He  did  not  understand  the  footing  upon  which 
he  stood,  if  this  doctrine  was  to  be  admitted.  If 
the  President's  opinion  were  thus  to  be  acted  upon 
for  the  fouodatioD  of  a  law,  why  not  leare  him 
to  make  the  law  also?  Mr.  N.  said,  much  had 
been  said  about  delay-  It  was  extraordinary, 
that  chargesof  this  kind  should  be  brought  against 
this  House,  whilst  the  Executive  has  not  yet 
communicated  despatches  promised  six  weeks  ago. 
This,  said  he,  is  almost  all  the  business  before  toe 
House,  and  it  is  probably  owing  to  the  want  of 
this  communication,  that  so  much  time  had  been 
spent  on  other  subjects.  Mr.  N.  said  there  was  a 
Tery  important  new  principle  in  this  bill,  which 
these  despatches  perhaps  might  throw  some  light 
upon.  If  this  motion  was  persisted  in,  he 
should  consider  it  as  taking  away  LegUlatire  dis- 
cretion, and  as  tending  to  make  the  Qoverament 
wholly  Executive. 

.  Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped  his  colleague  would  not 
press  his  motion.  It  had  been  observed  that  it 
had  been  said  the  despatches  alluded  to  would  be 
laid  before  the  House  yesterday.  It  was  so  stated, 
but  he  found  they  were  not  ready.  He  had  been 
again  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
had  been  informed  they  would  be  here  to-day. 

"Mr.  Harpbb  could  gire  another  reason  why 
the  communication  was  not  made,  if  in  doing  it, 
he  should  not  run  the  risk  of  being  called  an  un- 
official went,  and  classed  on  the  ground  with  X, 
Y.  and  Z.  He  beliered  it  had  not  been  owing 
wholly  to  the  length  of  the  despatches,  and  the 
time  necessary  to  copy  them,  that  they  had  not 
before  now  laid  before  the  House;  but  from  the 
time  which  had  been  found  necessary  to  prepare 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  which  It 
was  thought  necessary  to  accompany  the  des- 
patches, and  from  completing  which  he  had  been 
{vereuted  by  the  variety  of  business  which  had 
engaged  his  attention.  As  soon  as  this  is  com- 
pleted the  despatches  will  be  communicated. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  his  colleague  (Mr.  Fosteb) 
seemed  to  admit  the  connexion  between  this  bill 
and  the  desiKiichps  in  question.  The  main  ob- 
ject of  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  the  continuing 
in  force  the  former  act,  the  propriety  of  which  no 
one  could  doubt,  since  the  aepredatioos  of  the 
French  are  continued,  and  no  dependence  could 
be  placed  upon  their  professions. 

Mr.  NiCBOLAS  was  afraid  the  members  of  that 
House  do  not  all  stand  on  equal  ground;  since 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  the  despatches,  while  others 
are  perfectly  ignorant  with  respect  to  them.  Mr. 
N.  denied  that  the  continuance  in  force  of  the 
former  act  was  the  principal  thing  contained  in 
the  bill  in  question.  But  it  seems,  said  Mr.  N. 
that  the  despatches  are  kept  back,  to  give  time  to 
die  Secretary  of  State,  to  accompany  them  with 
a  long  report   Since  the  Seeretary  of  State  bin 
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thought  it  necessary  to  analyze  these  despatehei 
before  they  are  laid  before  the  Legislature,  he 
trusted  there  would  be  something  worth  waitiuf 
for,  and  therefore  hoped  the  bill  lo  question  would 
not  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  of  the  unrea»0Dablenes8  of 
pressing  this  motion,  under  the  circumstances 
which  had  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  RuTLEDQE  urged  the  propriety  of  taking 
up  the  subject,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  time 
between  this  and  the  expiration  of  the  present 
law,  that  it  might  require  nearly  a  month  to  send 
information  of  the  decision  of  the  Legislature  to 
Savannah ;  and  if  this  information  was  not  re- 
ceived, great  quantities  of  provision  might  be 
sent  from  thence  to  the  West  Indies.  He  said  he 
knew  no  more  of  the  despatches  than  other  gen- 
tiemen ;  but  he  had  seen  Mr.  Gkrry*8  letter  which 
has  berai  published,  and  therefore  knew  the  re- 
sult. 

Mr.  T.  Claibobnb  did  not  wish  to  depend  upon 
newspaper  reports,  but  upon  information  from  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  LiTiNOSTOH  said,  if  the  bill  called  for  was 
no  more  than  a  renewal  of  the  act  for  suspending 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  there  might  be  some  weight  in 
the  reasons  given  for  going  into  its  consideration ; 
but  if  gentlemen  look  into  the  bill,  they  will  see 
far  dinerent  provisions.  There  is  there  a  clause 
enabling  the  President,  whenever  he  shall  think 
fit,  to  renew  the  intercourse  with  such  rebel  sub- 
jects as  shall  have  cast  off  their  allegiance  to  their 
mother  country.  This  important  principle  was 
not  in  the  former  law  ;  perhaps  occurrences  hare 
recently  happened,  which  may  have  made  it  ne- 
cessary. 

In  the  course  of  a  late  debate,  Mr.  L.  said,  gen- 
tlemen bad  thought  proper  to  foretell  certain  erents 
which  might  possibly  happen.  He  would,  on  this 
occasion,  follow  the  same  course,  by  speakins  hy- 
pothetically.  Suppose  said  he,au  agent  shallhaye 
arrived  in  this  city  from  the  G^ovemor  of  a  cer- 
tain foreign  Island;  suppose  that  agent  should 
have  been  the  bearer  of  certain  proposals,  in  or- 
der to  produce  an  alliance,  either  commercial  or 
political,  with  the  United  States ;  suppose  he 
should  have  been  introduced  to  the  Presidlent,  and 
haTe  laid  these  proposals  before  him ;  suppose  this 
agent  had  also  laid  these  proposals  before  certain 
members  of  the  Legislature;  ought  not  this  House 
to  be  equally  weU  informe<l  with  such  gentle- 
men on  this  subject,  before  they  are  called  upon  to 
act  t  He  had  stated  this  matter  hypothetically, 
because  he  possessed  no  erideuce  oi  these  facts 
which  he  could  lay  before  the  House;  but  he 
thought  the  presumptire  evidence  strong.  We 
have,  said  he,  seen  the  arrival  of  this  agent  an- 
nounced in  the  papers ;  and  we  have  seen  a  bill 
brought  in  to  meet  the  very  case.  He  thought 
this  furnished  presumptire  evidence  that  the  Pres- 
ident may  possess  information  on  the  subject 
which  this  House  ought  to  hare,  before  it  is  call- 
ed upon  to  legislate,  and  ther  cannot  be  justly 
char^  with  any  erils  which  may  be  produced 
by  the  delay. 
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But  it  is  said  the  despatches  alluded  to  will  not 
be  laid  before  the  House,  until  the  Secretary  of 
State  caa  accompany  them  with  his  report.  The 
Exeeutire  Seems  determiaed  that  the  Legislature 
shall  not  reueive  the  poison  without  an  antidote. 
Ur.  L.  said,  he  felt  his  iodignatioo  a  little  roused 
at  this  kind  of  treatment.  Heretofore,  said  he, 
despatches  of  the  greatest  consequence  have  been 
sent  to  the  House,  without  any  explanatory  re- 

Sort  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  Such  con- 
net,  said  excites  suspicion  that  all  is  not  right. 
As  to  what  bad  been  said  about  these  despatches 
being  onoeccssarr,  he  supposed  the  President  had 
thought  diOerenuy  when  be  promised  them  to  the 
House ;  and  baring  promised  them,  he  thought  it 
was  high  time  they  were  sent. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  whatever  indignation  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  might  feel  towards  the 
Secretary  of  State,  [Mr.  LiviHoaTON  said  he  did 
not  feel,  nor  did  he  say  he  fell  any,]  he  would  feel 
more  towards  him  for  having  made  this  motion, 
since  it  had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing  his  suspicions  with  respect  to  the  conductof  the 
Bxecutire.  Mr.  O.  said  he  had  been  induced  to 
make  this  motion  for  two  reasons,  viz :  because  he 
thought  all  the  information  necessary  now  before 
the  House,  and  because  several  of  his  friends  had 
pressed  a  desire  that  he  should  do  so.  The  sus- 
pension of  our  intercourse,  said  Mr.  O.,  was  found- 
ed upon  the  depredations  which  the  French  com- 
mitted upon  our  trade,  and  since  those  depreda- 
tions are  contiDued,  it  is  necessary  to  continue 
the  law. 

Mr.  O.  was  here  interrupted  by  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  communica- 
ting the  despatches  which  had  given  rise  to  this 
conversation.  The  papers  communicated  are 
long  and  numerous;  they  consist  chiefiy  of  let- 
ters which  passed  between  Mr.  Gerry  and  the 
French  Minister,  after  the  return  oi  Generals 
Pinckney  and  Marshall ;  together  with  a  general 
view  of  the  negotiation  by  Mr.  Gerry,  dated 
Nantasket  Roads,  the  1st  of  October.  The  read- 
ing of  these  papers  commenced  soon  after  twelve 
o'clock  ;  and  though  the  House  sat  till  half  past 
three,  they  were  not  nearly  gone  throush.  The 
reading  of  the  remainder  was  however  dispensed 
with,  and  the  whole  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See 
Appendix.] 

The  President  informed  the  House,  by  his 
Message,  that  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  subject  of  these  despatches,  will  be  com- 
municated to  both  Houses,  on  Monday. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  Jaooary  21. 
Mr.  HA.BPEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  directing  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  amount  producm  by  the  stamp  tax, 
and  into  the  proper  allowance  to  be  made  to  the 
supervisors  for  their  trouble  in  stamping  and  deli- 
vering out  the  stamps ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
{nint^. 

He  also  made  a  report  from  the  same  commit- 
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tee  on  the  subject  of  amending  the  law  directiog 
a  value  of  tands^  houses,  &c. ;  and  a  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed,  for  increasing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  assessors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  amend- 
ments  are  necessary  in  the  bul  making  certain 
grants  of  land. 

CENSUS. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  order  of  the  dav 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
providing  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States.  The  principal  change  in 
the  bill  proposed  by  the  Senate  was,  the  striking 
out  of  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
"  April,  1800."  The  effect  of  which,  Mr.  O.  ob- 
served, would  be  to  prevent  the  new  enumeration 
from  operating  upon  the  next  election,  and  to  cause 
a  direct  tax  to  be  laid  for  two  years  and  two 
months,  according  to  the  increased  enumeration, 
while  the  representation  was  founded  upon  the 
old  census.  The  amendment  was  negatived  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole— 51  to  31.  In  the  House 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon  it — 54  to  33. 

FRENCH  AFFAIRS. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  mentioned  in  his  Message  of  Friday 
last,  containing  the  Secretary's  observations  on  the 
docomenis  therewith  sent. 

ADDITIONAL  RULE. 
The  following  resolution  being  under  consider- 
ation : 

"  Se$ohed,  That  for  the  remainder  of  this  seauon  it 
shall  be  B  stsnding  rule  and  order  of  the  House,  that 
during  the  driiate  on  any  bill  or  resolution,  the  motion 
shall  be  received  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
rise,  or  the  House  to  actjoam,  exc^  bj  nnsnimons 
consent." 

Mr.  RtiTLEooE  said  he  had  offered  the  present 
resolution  from  a  persuasion  of  its  being  necessa- 
ry for  expediting  the  business  of  the  House.  If 
gentlemen  would  take  a  review  of  the  manner  in 
which  one-half  of  the  session  had  passed  away ;  if 
they  would  recollect  that  one  bill  only  had  gone 
through  the  House  which  was  of  a  public  nature ; 
if  they  would  contemplate  how  many  very  import- 
ant measures  had  been  recommended  to  Con- 
gress, by  the  BzecutiT^  and  calculate  how  short 
a  period  of  time  remains  for  their  adoption,  he 
flattered  himself  that  the  resolution  would  be  sup- 
ported by  a  considerable  majOTtty.  He  well  knew 
that  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  gentlemen  who 
think  the  measure  of  our  defensive  arrangements 
is  fulL  He  was  well  aware  of  the  opposition  it 
would  receive  from  those  who  think  the  less  we 
l^islate  the  less  mischief  will  be  done ;  and  who 
are  of  opinion  either,  that  we  have  already  taken 
sufficient  precautionary  measures  to  resist  success- 
fully the  hostile  projects  of  France,  or  that  she 
has  no  hostility  in  store  for  this  country.  He  ex- 
pected that  gentlemen  who  entertain  such  opin- 
ions will  resist  the  present  resolution;  but  he 
should  be  mnch  disappointed  if  it  did  not  receive 
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the  support  ofgeDtlemeo  who  think  that  our  sys- 
tem oiaefeoce  should  be  extended  aud  inrigora- 
ted  ;  who  are  of  opinion  that  our  Narai  Establish- 
ment ought  to  be  augmented ;  that  (he  Army  bill 
requires  amendments;  that  a  hospital  establish- 
ment is  iodispensably  necessary ;  that  the  law  in- 
terdicting commo'cial  intercourse  with  France 
should  be  reaewed,  and  that  new  sources  of  reve- 
nue must  be  explored  for  meetiog  the  expenditures 
which  these  necessary  measures  will  draw  after 
them.  To  gentlemeu  who  deem  those  measures  he 
had  enumerated  expedient,  this  resolutioa  was  par- 
ticularly addressed,  and  be  entreated  them  to  calcu- 
late theareat  length  of  time  it  will  require  lopass 
them,  ii  they  are  to  go  thrcuigh  the  House  at  the 
very  slow  pace  with  which  ererythiug  has  moved 
on  since  the  commencement  of  this  session.  So 
little  had  been  done,  so  much  remains  to  be  done, 
and  there  is  so  short  a  period  of  time  before  the 
present  Congress  will  expire,  that  it  seemed  to  him 
absolutely  necessary  we  should  quicken  the  march 
of  our  proceedings ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  this  desi- 
rable object  is  not  attainable  in  any  more  eligible 
way  than  by  adopting  the  proposed  resolution.  It 
appeared  to  him  so  unobjectionable  that  he  would 
not  take  up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  in 
enforcing  its  propriety  ;  at  least  until  he  should 
have  beard  the  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  observed  that  the  mover  of  this 
iresolution  had  introduced  a  variety  of  matter 
which  had  nothiov  to  do  with  the  qnestion.  If  he 
meant  topreventalldiscussiott,  topass  this  resolu- 
tion might  have  the  effect.  He  was  sorry,  since 
our  time  was  so  preciotis,  that  so  much  of  it  had 
been  occupied  in  reading  a  commentary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  official  despatches  lately 
laid  before  the  Honse ;  but,  as  the  resolution  could 
answer  no  good  purpose,  be  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  several  attempts  of  this  kind 
had  been  made  without  success ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve the  mode  now  proposed  of  shortening  the 
debate,  would  be  more  successful,  if  agreed  upon, 
than  others.  It  proposes,  that  while  any  one  man 
chose  to  keep  the  House  sitting,  it  shall  not  ad- 
journ. He  could  see  neither  propriety  in,  nor  ne- 
cessity for,  such  a  resolutioa.  The  gentleman 
who  proposes  such  a  resolution,  prides  bimself  in 
being  in  a  majority  with  respect  to  all  the  meas- 
ures which  he  had  enumerated;  being  so,  why 
cannot  he  trust  a  maj<»itr  to  determine  when  they 
will  take  a  qnestion  t  Have  we  not  experience, 
said  Mr.  N.,  on  this  subject?  Has  not  a  practice 
of  this  kind  been  the  means  of  turning  day  into 
nig^it,  and  night  into  day,  in  respect  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Grreat  Britain  1  Such  a  practice  wonld , 
no  doubt  frequently  keep  the  Honse  sitting  till 
two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  mem- 
bers would  not  then  he  fit  to  attend  to  business  at 
the  usual  hour.  By  degrees  the  House  would,  in 
consequence,  get  into  the  habit  of  meeting  alter 
dinner,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  country  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  and,  like  the  British  Parliament, 
do  business  in  the  night,  and  sleep  all  day.  Mr. 
N.  said  he  had  as  great  a  desire  to  despatch  busi- 
ness with  all  convenient  celerity  as  any  other 
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member;  but  he  wished  not  to  act  himself  before 
he  is  prepared  to  act,  nor  to  force  others  to  do  so. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  persist  in  his 
motion,  or  that,  if  he  did,  it  could  be  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  did  not  believe  this  measure 
could  have  the  effect  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  mentioned,  as  there  would  be  alt  the 
various  stages  from  a  resolution  proposing  a  bill  to 
its  passage,  for  discussion.  He  wished  some  mode 
to  ne  adopted  for  shortening  our  debates;  whe- 
ther this  was  the  best  he  would  not  tdl. 

Mr.  Otis  said  all  sides  of  the  House  had  a  com- 
mon interest  in  this  measure.  It  would  not  be 
more  in  &vor  of  one  party  than  of  another.  If 
there  can  be  any  difference,  it  is,  said  he,  in  favor 
of  those  gentlemen  who  are  generallv  in  the  oppo* 
sitioD,  since  it  is  much  easier  to  make  objections 
than  to  answer  them.  He  believed,  if  it  were 
adopted,  it  would  prevent  a  great  deal  of  use- 
less  recrimination^  which  was  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  legislation.  Perhaps  it  might  be  said 
that  be  was  entitled  to  his  share  of  blame  in  this 
respect.  This  might  be  so;  but  he  was  willing 
to  oe  confined  for  the  future.  With  respect  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  of 
turning  day  into  night,  be  did  not  believe  it  would 
have  that  effect,  but  the  effect  desired,  that  of  cur- 
tailing debates.  At  any  rate  he  thought  it  worth 
while  to  try  the  experiment.  Gentlemen  say  a 
majority,  at  present, can  sit  as  long  as  they  please; 
but  to  exercise  this  power  is  looked  upon  as  rather 
arbitrary,  and  never  fatls  to  be  complained  of 
when  recourse  is  had  to  it.  The  same  ebai^ 
would  not  be  brought  against  a  general  rule. 

Mr.  Macon  said  experience  had  proved  the  &1- 
lacy  of  resulations  of  this  kind.  One  of  the  ob- 
jects for  miich  Congress  met  was,  to  discuss  the 
subjects  which  came  before  them.  He  wished  to 
hear  arguments,  because,  if  thev  did  not  produce 
much  effect  here,  they  would  nave  their  effect 
elsewhere.  Mr.  M.  pointed  out  a  variety  of  ways 
by  which  the  resolution  might  be  evaded,  and  be- 
lieved it  would  be  best  to  let  business  go  on  in  its 
usual  way.  If  subjects  crowd  upon  the  House,  it 
would  be  well  to  meet  at  an  earlier  hour.  It  vras 
a  little  extraordinary  that  after  having  sat  one- 
half  the  session  without  doing  any  important  busi- 
ness, that  now  gentlemen  wish  to  push  everything 
through  the  House  without  debate.  He  thougfac 
there  was  never  less  occasion  for  a  rule  of  this 
kind  than  at  present. 

Mr.  NicHOULS  said,  in  a  House  where  there  are 
so  many  speakers  as  in  this^  if  the  rule  was  adcmt- 
ed,  members  on  one  side  of  a  question  only  mi^t 
be  permitted  to  speak.  As  to  the  recrimination 
which  the  gentleman  spoke  of)  be  bad  no  doabt 
opportunity  would  be  found  for  that,  where  any 
purpose  was  to  be  answered  by  it. 

Mr.  Harper  once  thought  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  would  be  useful ;  but  more  observation 
and  one  or  two  experiments  had  convinced  him 
of  the  contrary.  Nothing  but  a  common  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  the  House  to  close  a  dis- 
cussion at  a  certain  time  could  have  any  effect. 
No  rule  could  be  adopted  but  that  be  believed  the 
ingenuity  of  gentlenlen  would  evade. 
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Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  if  this  resolution  was  | 
agreed  to.  it  would  prereo't  the  end  of  their  meet- 
ing together,  which  was  to  discuss  questions  and 
to  understand  them.  If  the  proposition  should  be 
adopted,  it  would  be  well  to  depute  men  to  argue  ] 
the  di^vnt  questions  which  came  before  the 
House,  aud  impose  silence  on  everybody  else. 

Mr.  RuTLBoes  urged  the  propriety  of  passing 
the  resolution,  and  doubted  whether  the  ingenuity 
0f  seotlemen  could  erade  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed  that  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  applied  to  one  thing,  and  the  resolution 
which  they  meant  to  support  to  aootber.  Their 
object  seemed  to  be  to  preveal  too  loog  a  debate 
(»t  a  resolution  or  a  bill,  which' seldom  lasted  more 
than  a  day  or  two,  anu  which  would  not,  there- 
Core,  be  anected  by  this  rule,  if  adopted.  It  will 
only  operate  on  proceedings  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  as  no  motion  could  be  received  for 
the  committee  to  riM,  while  ooe  member  objected 
10  it,  the  eonseguoioe  would  be  that  a  committee 
would  be  obliged  to  go  througb  the  most  lengthy 
deuils  of  a  biU,  however  defective  they  might  be, 
at  one  sitting.  This,  be  thought,  must  be  attend- 
ed with  bad  effects,  particularly  in  some  import- 
ant bills  which  would  come  before  the  House  in 
the  course  of  the  session.  It  might  have  very  per- 
aiciouscoDsequeoces.  The  geatleman  who  brought 
forward  this  proposition  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Dofence.  The  House  had  heard  of  a 
Tariety  of  projects  from  that  quarter.  In  order  to 
expedite  business,  that  committee  might  incorpo- 
rate into  one  bill,  and  present  it  to  the  House,  all 
the  objects  upon  which  they  wished  the  House  to 
pass,  and  get  it  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  one  day.  Mr.  G.  showed  a  variety  of  ways  in 
which  the rulemightbe  evaded  in  ill  other  cases,  ex- 
cept in  Committees  of  the  Whole;  and  there, 
when  members  found  it  necessary  to  let  a  bill  pass 
through,  in  order  to  get  an  adjournment,  a  mem- 
ber might  the  next  day  move  a  recommitment,  on 
the  eround  of  its  imperfection,  so  that  the  rule 
would  onlv  prove  an  incumbraoce,  without  being 
of  any  real  use. 

The  motioa  was  put  and  negatived ;  there  be- 
ing only  25  votes  for  it. 

ON  PRINTINO  THE  DESPATCHES. 

Mr.  Allen  having  proposed  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"  Seaobted,  That  — — •  extra  copies  of  the  MeiMge 
«f  dw  Fnrideiit  of  die  United  States  of  the  ISUi  m- 
atent  and  of  this  day,  widi  the  papers  accompanying 
tfaem*  respectivdly,  m  printed  finr  llie  use  of  the  mem- 
ben." 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  question  would  be  di- 
vided. If  gentlemeo  thought  it  necessary,  he 
■houid  have  no  objection  to  an  extra  puUication 
of  the  despatches ;  but  he  did  not  thinx  there  was 
th«  same  necessity  for  publishing  an  extiaordina- 
ry  number  of  Mr.  Pickering's  commentary. 

The  Spbaub  declaring  the  question  incapable 
of  division — 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
('and  of  this  day." 

Mr.  Allbm  should  be  oi^MMed  to  the  publication 


[H.  ofR. 

of  the  first  communicatioiu,  unless  they  were  ac- 
companied with  something  to  correct  the  gross 
and  stupid  errors  which  they  contain--erron 
which,  he  said,  one  would  think  no  man  in  his 
I  senses  could  cummit.  The  Message  of  to<day, 
said  Mr.  A.,  contain.s  something  more  than  a  com- 
mentary— it  contains  facts — facts  which  ought  to 
be  published,  but  which  he  did  not  believe  one- 
fifth  of  the  members  heard,  which,  however,  he 
bad  attended  to.  He  was  not  for  having  the  pub- 
lic mind  misled.  People  in  the  country  migbt  be 
made  to  swallow  monstrous  things ;  they  might 
be  persuaded  tbat  France  is  sincerely  disposed  to 
make  peace  with  this  country ;  whereas  no  man 
in  his  senses  could  believe  it.  He  did  not  see 
why  gentlemen  should  be  opposed  to  the  pubUca- 
tioa  of  this  second  Message,  if  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  throw  dust  into  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
in  order  to  prevent  them  from  discovering  the 
truth. 

Mr.  Yekable  hoped  the  mover  would  consent 

to  modify  his  resolution,  that  the  House  might 
pass  their  opinion  upon  the  two  subjects  separate- 
ly. He  had  no  objection  to  the  printing  of  an  ex- 
tra number  of  the  despatches  nom  abroad;  but 
the  other  paper  is  of  a  different  nature.  But  the 
gentleman  says  it  is  not  proper  for  the  people  to 
see  the  despatches  without  toe  commentary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  upon  them.  How  came  the 
President  to  send  papers  to  the  House  which  are 
unfit  to  be  published  to  the  people,  or  which  they 
cannot  understand,  or  which  the  House  cannot 
understand,  without  an  explanation  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  t  And  are  we  come  to  this,  ex- 
claimed Mr.  V. — are  we  so  degraded  that  we  can- 
not be  trusted  to  put  our  owa  construction,  nor 
the  people  trusted  to  put  their  own  eonstruction 
on  official  papers,  without  a  commentary?  Strik- 
ing him  as  an  extracHrdinarjr  case  and  »s  a  new 
one,  he  wished  to  give  his  opinion  distinctly 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Thatcbeb  did  not  think  there  was  any 
thing  new  in  this  proceeding.  The  Secretary  of 
State,  it  would  be  recolleotra,  made  a  report  »- 
specting  our  dispute  with  Algiers,  which  was 
read  with  closed  doors,  and  which  was  not  con- 
sidered as  improper  at  that  time.  He  remembered 
then  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wished  tbat  re- 
port to  be  printed,  because  toe  President  desired 
It  migbt  not;  yet  now  he  is  against  printing,  lest 
the  people  should  be  misinformed.  Gould  the 
gentleman  say  there  was  any  misstatement  of 
facts,  or  erroneous  reasoning  in  this  report?  He 
hae  not  said  it.  Mr.  T.  saw  nothing  d^rading^  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  having  given  hie  opinicm 
on  public  documents.  The  report  rders  abo  to 

Spers  not  received  before  j  and  as  all  the  paper*  re- 
:red  to  in  this  report  are  almdv  before  the  peo- 
ple, they  cannot  be  misinformed  ey  it. 

Mr.  Sgwall  said,  gentlonen  spoke  of  this  eoaa- 
munication  as  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  this  House.  It  is  no  such  thing,  bat  a  com- 
munication from  the  President  oi  the  United 
States:  for,  though  the  paper  is  drawn  up  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  President  gives  hie  sanc- 
tion to  it  by  sending  it  to  thu  Hoose,  and  it  ought 
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to  be  eoosidered  in  the  same  light  as  ihe  Speech 
of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  It 
matters  not  to  this  House  whether  the  President 
ehoose^  to  write  his  communications  to  Congress 
himself^  or  employs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  do 
it.  This  paper  being  communicated  as  contain- 
inff  facts  relative  to  thestate  of  theUnion,  it  ought 
to  DC  communicated  to  the  people.  If  facts  are 
misstated,  or  wrong  conclusions  drawn  from 
them,  the  people  wonid  doubtless  discorer  that 
that  is  the  case. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  inclined  to  believe  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was  mistaken  in  con- 
sidering this  report  as  coming  from  the  President. 
The  President  himself,  in  his  Message,  calls  it  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  S.  hoped 
the  report  would  not  be  considered  by  any  gentle- 
man as  the  report  of  the  President.  It  contains 
some  things  which  could  not  come  from  him.  If 
he  was  not  much  mutaken,  he  heard  a  sentiment 
of  this  kind  read  from  it :  that  certain  men  were 
true  Americans  because  they  had  voted  in  a  eer- 
tmin  way,  and,  of  course,  that  all  who  voted  con- 
trarilr  are  not  true  Americans.  It  was  impossi- 
Ue  that  the  President  could  utter  so  illiberal  a 
sentiment. 

Before  he  voted  for  the  publication  of  this  re- 
port he  wished  to  read  it,  and  lo  see  what  it  con- 
tains; because,  in  voting  for  its  publication,  he 
considered  himself  as  approbating  its  sentiments. 
From  what  be  did  hear  of  it,  it  struck  him  as  one 
of  the  roost  extraordinary  productions  ever  laid 
before  a  Legislature.  He  considered  it  as  an  im- 
proper interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  this  House.  [The  Speaker  said 
the  report  was  received  from  the  President.]  Mr. 
8.  replied,  he  knew  it  was  received  from  the  Pre- 
■identj  but  not  as  the  act  of  the  President ;  and  be 
thought  it  would  only  be  caodid  in  the  gentleman 
fVom  Connecticut  to  let  the  House  see  the  paper 
before  they  order  this  extra  publication  of  it.  Mr. 
'8.  did  not  think  it  necessary  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  10  instruct  this  House  what  conclusions 
thev  ought  to  make  from  any  public  document 
laic  before  them.  The  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut does  not  think  that  any  man  in  his  senses 
could  make  the  conclusions  which  Mr.  Gerry  has 
made;  and  yet  Mr.  (3erry  must  be  considered  as 
a  person  in  his  senses,  because  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  his  embassy  by  the  President,  and  ap* 
proved  by  the  Senate,  and  we  had  received  no 
information  of  his  having  become  insane.  But 
why  the  Secretary  of  State  should  come  here 
with  his  opinions  be  could  not  tell.  [The  Spbak- 
BK  said  he  must  again  interrupt  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  not 
lay  his  opinions  before  the  House;  they  were  laid 
boTore  the  House  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  member  is  therefore  not  in  order.] 
Mr.  S.  appealed  to  the  House  whether  he  ought 
to  proceed. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  question  is  not  whether 
the  member  shall  proceed,  but  whether  be  was  in 
order  when  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

The  question  being  put  Mr.  8.  wu  declared 
oat  of  order— 46  to  37. 


[Jawuaht,  1709. 

Mr.  Smith  repeated  that  before  members  were 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  printing  of  any  paper 
of  this  kind  for  the  people,  they  ought  to  know 
what  it  contains. 

Mr.  Bataru  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  perfectlv  correct  when  he  called  this 
report  a  report  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  promised  this  information 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and  in  his  Message 
of  Friday  last  he  stated  that  the  information 
which  he  gave  was  not  complete,  but  that  it  would 
be  made  complete  on  this  day,  by  a  report  of  one 
of  the  organs  of  Government,  which  doubtless  the 
President  had  directed  lo  be  made  to  bim,  and, 
being  made,  he  communicates  it  as  his  act  to  the 
House.  As  well  might  gentlemen  say  that  the 
first  letter  which  appears  in  the  despatches  sent 
to  the  House  on  Friday^  recalling  Mr.  Gerry,  was 
not  an  act  of  the  President,  being  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  President  had  not  only 
a  right,  but  it  is  his  duty,.to  make  communiesp- 
tions  of  this  kind,  whenever  he  thinks  them 
cessary.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  gentlemn 
talking  about  commentaries  and  the  degradation 
of  this  House.  Can  this  House,  said  Mr.  B„  be 
degraded  by  receiving  information  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States?  Is  not  the  manage- 
ment of  our  foreign  relations  committed  to  his 
hands?  And  is  it  not  incumbent  upon  him  to  give 
to  the  Legislature  all  the  information  he  possesses 
with  respect  to  them?  And  if  he  thinks  the  pa- 
pers which  he  lately  sent  to  us  contain  false  facta 
or  wrong  inferences,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  his  dutv,  if  he  should  have  sent  snch 
documents  to  the  House  without  accompanying 
them  with  that  light  which  he  alone  possesses. 
He  thought,  therefore,  the  communications  ought 
to  go  out  together  to  the  public ;  indeed,  not  to 
print  the  report  would  be  to  pass  an  indirect  cen- 
sure upon  it.  It  was-no  less  an  act  of  the  Presi- 
deot  because  the  Secretary  of  State  had  written 
the  report ;  for  if  the  President  had  directed  his 
chief  clerk  to  have  drawn  it,  and  he  had  approv- 
ed it,  it  would  not  have  been  the  less  his  act.  Ete 
hoped,  therefore,  the  present  motion  would  be  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  thought  this  report  degrad- 
ing to  this  House,  not  on  account  of  the  source 
from  whence  it  came,  but  from  its  contents.  He 
understood,  from  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on 
this  subject,  that  tnis  information  is  to  be  consid- 
ered as  coming  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  because,  though  written  by  the  Secretarr 
of  State,  it  was  sent  to  the  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Be  this  as  it  may,  the  opinions  contained 
in  that  report,  from  whatever  quarter  they  came, 
are  degrading  to  this  House.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood, that  the  deliberations  of  Congress  ought 
to  be  free  from  any  kind  of  bias.  He  bad,  heretiK 
fore.  heard  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  declare, 
that  each  department  of  the  Government  ought  to 
move  within  its  proper  sphere.  When  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  communicates  informs 
tion  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Union,  he  commo- 
nicates  what  it  is  his  duty  to  send  to  the  Houses 
but  when  he  commtmicates  the  opiniona  of  the 
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Secretary  of  State  upon  public  docnments  already 
laid  before  the  House,  it  is  information  which 
we  are  degraded  by  receirtu^.  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
was  further  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  kind  of  infor- 
malioo  which  is  not  of  sufficient  im[K>rtance  lo 
be  sent  out  in  a  special  manner  to  the  people,  at 
in  extraordinary  expense,  being  the  mere  reason- 
iiu^of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  documents 
which  are  oflScial.  Let  these  official  documents, 
said  Mr.  C,  go  forth  to  the  people,  uaaccompaoied 
by  any  commeDtary,  and  leave  them  to  read  aod 
judge  for  themselves.  They  are  able  to  do  it. 

Aootber  thing,  the  direction  of  the  printing  of 
this  report  would  carry  with  ft  an  idea  that  the 
sentiments  it  contains  are  approred  by  this  House. 
If  the  expression  alluded  to  oy  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  be  in  it,  that  (he  true  Americans  brought 
into  office  the  present  President^  he  should  be 
wrry  to  couDtenance  such  a  distmctionj  because 
it  would  be  publishing  a  calumny  against  one- 
bilf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  voted 
infiTor  of  another  gentleman  ;  and  as  he  knew 
Aoe  are  among  these  not  only  true  Americans, 
bnl  men  warmly  attached  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
craineDt,and  to  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  this 
eoantry,  he  would  not  give  his  vote  for  the  publi- 
cttim  of  anything  which  threw  an  unwarranted 
reflection  upon  them. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  {gentlemen,  in  making 
their  objections  to  the  printing  of  this  report,  give 
ample  proof  that  they  do  not  (now  what  it  is.  It 
is  called  a  commentary,  a  mere  opintoa.  It  is  no 
sDch  thing.  It  is  a  statement  of  facts  relative  to 
sabjectsof  great  importance  ;  a  statement  calca- 
lated  to  enable  this  Hoase  to  form  a  correct  opin- 
ion with  respect  to  our  foreign  relations,  fx  is 
anther  an  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  nor 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  though  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  degrading  in  the  House 
to  receive  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations. 
He  had  been  thanked  for  such  an  opinion  hereto- 
fore. Without  a  report  of  this  kind,  every  gentle- 
Btttt  would  have  found  it  his  doty  to  have  looked 
ioto  att  the  facts  here  brought  together,  for  him- 
wlf.  This  has  bean  done  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  K-aA-whjt  Beeanse  it  was  judged  im- 
portant  that  thts  statement  of  facts  should  be 
brooght  into  view  before  this  Honse,  when  decid- 
ing on  questions  relative  to  the  French  Republic. 
By  whom  was  it  judged  necessary  ?  By  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  ?  No,  but  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  And  why  is  it  more  degrading  to 
receive  information  of  this  kind  at  this  time,  than 
at  former  periods?  The  same  course,  Mr.  H. 
»aid,  was  taken  in  communicating  information 
with  respect  to  our  dispute  with  Spain  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  it  was  then  neither  considered  de- 
grading nor  offensive.  He  supposed  gentlemen 
•«  not  afraid  that  the  weakness  aod  folly  of  this 
report  should  be  exposed.  Did  they  suppose  that 
any  one  thinks  it  necessary  for  a  commentary  to 
KOjmt  with  the  documents  to  expose  their  de- 
weti?  No  J  they  are  marked  in  strong  charac- 
len  on  their  front.  They  wtU  be  found  to  con- 
tun  extraor^nary  instances  of  design,  artifice,  in- 


trigue, duplicity,  ignorance,  and  childish  reliance, 
curiously  mixed  up  together,  which  need  only 
to  be  seen  to  be  judged  of;  bat  it  is  because 
this  report  states  facts  relative  to  the  French 
Republic,  which  are  necessary  to  enable  the  pub- 
lic to  form  a  correct  opinion  with  respect  to  out 
dispute  with  that  country,  that  its  publication  is 
opposed.  For  that  reason  the  report  was  made,  and 
for  that  reason  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  printed, 
in  doing  which  gentle^nen  certainly  do  not  make 
themselrcs  answerable  for  any  opinions  it  may 
contain.  As  to  the  expression  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  he  did  not  believe  it  is 
contained  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Varndm  understood  the  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  this  motion,  as  saying  that  he 
did  it  from  a  wish  that  this  report  snould  go  out 
with  the  documents,  in  order  to  do  away  the  false- 
hood contained  in  Mr.  Gerry's  statements.  And 
he  seemed  to  allude  particularly  to  a  passage  in 
Mr.  O.'s  letter,  where  he  says:  "On  tne  26th  of 
July  I  left  Paris,  and,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion I  could  obtain  of  the  disposition  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory,  they  were  very  desirous  of  a  re- 
coDciiiation  between  the  two  Republics."  The  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  says,  that  the  man  who 
could  write  this,  must  either  have  been  insane,  or 
known  be  was  writing  a  falsehood.  The  gentle- 
man must,  therefore,  accuse  Mr.  Gerry  of  ottering 
a  known  falsehood,  since  no  one  will  believe  he 
was  inaine,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  do  away 
this  falsehood  by  means  of  this  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale. 

Mr.  V.  said,  whoever  is  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Gerry's  character,  must  know  that  such  observa- 
tions very  illy  apply  to  him.  Mr.  G.  is  a  man  of 
the  utmost  veracity  and  independence ;  a  man 
who  would  not  say  he  believed  a  thing  except  he 
did  really  believe  it.  This,  said  Mr.  V.,  is  so  well 
known  to  be  Mr.  G.'s  character,  that  he  wonder^ 
ed  any  man  should  have  accused  him  of  false- 
hood. But  it  seems  the  facts  which  these  docu- 
ments contain,  are  not  agreeable  to  the  Executive 
Department,  and  they  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  accompany  their  publication  with  a  comment- 
ary, whicn  they  think  will  show  them  to  be  un- 
founded. They  seem  to  think  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  suffer  anything  to  go  ont  to  the  people, 
which  should  hola  oat  an  Mea  that  the  French 
Government  is  disposed  to  a  reconciliation  with 
this  country.  On  the  contrary,  they  wish  to  hold 
out  the  idea  that  France  is  determined  to  go  to 
war  with  this  country.  It  seemed  to  be  the  dar- 
ling object  of  a  number  of  people  in  the  United 
States  to  involve  this  country  in  war. 

[The  Spbaker  said,  such  expressions  were  ont 
of  order.] 

Mr.  V.  said,  he  was  against  the  printing  of  a  re- 
port which  could  serve  only  to  calumniate  a  man 
whom  he  was  certain  did  not  deserve  it.  But,  said 
Mr.  v.,  I  have  seen  gentlemen,  with  the  same  po- 
litical sentiments  with  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, lately  from  France,  who  are  of  the  same 
opinion  with  Mr.  Gerry,and  do  not  scruple  to  avow 
it.  Their  friends  here  tell  them  they  are  mista- 
ken ;  bat  he  l^t  it  with  the  public  togodge,  wJie- 
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ther  geDtlemeo  who  formed  their  opinioDs  from 
what  they  heard  aad  saw  in  France,  or  those  who 
take  up  their  opinions  from  what  ihey  hear  and 
^ee  here,  are  most  likely  to  be  right. 

If  gentlemeD  are  determined  to  have  this  re- 
port go  out  to  the  people  with  the  despatches,  be 
nopea  at  least  they  should  first  be  permitted  to 
■ee  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  an  adjournment,  as 
he  expected  it  would  be  priated  for  the  use  of  the 
House  by  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  negatived — yeas  39,  nays  44. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLiAus  could  not  see  why  geotle- 
men  should  refuse  to  let  questions  be  taken  upon 
the  two  subjects  semrately.  except  from  a  deter- 
nunation  tut  the  Hoose  should  not  vote  under- 
standinglj^uponit.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware 
says,  that  if  the  words  are  struck  otit  it  will  imply 
a  disapprobation  of  the  report.  This  difficmty 
l«ras  occasioned  by  connecting  the  two  things  to- 
gether, which  bes(»oke  a  want  of  candor ;  because, 
tf  there  be  a  majority  for  the  puhlicatioa,  they 
could  have  carried  the  question  separately.  He 
was  far  from  wishing  to  cast  a  censure  upon  the 
report  before  he  knew  whether  it  deserved  it; 
hut  if  it  contained  the  calumny  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  be  certainly  should  oppose  its  publi- 
cation. 

Mr.  Egoleston  thought  the  gentlemen  who 
consider  themselves  as  the  exclusive  friends  of 
the  Executive  had,  on  this  occasion,  done  the 
President  great  injustice,  by  ascribing  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  him ;  for  be  bad, 
in  his  Messages,  cautiously  guarded  against  any 
nioh  conclusion  beins  formed  by  calling  the  re- 
port "  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  contain- 
ing some  observations  upon  the  documents."  Yet 
gentlemen  persist^  in  confounding  the  two  thiof^s 
together,  by  wishiog  the  same  respect  which  is 
due  to  every  communication  from  the  President, 
to  be  paid  to  this  report  from  one  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments ;  and  went  so  far  as  to  say  that,  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  employed  his  clerk  to 
write  a  report,  which  he  approved  and  sent  to  the 
President,  and  the  President  sent  it  to  this  House 
it  must  considered  as  a  report  of  the  President  o: ' 
the  United  States. 

If  gentlemen  looked  to  Great  Britain,  they  would 
find  a  better  doctriue.  There,  when  the  Speech  of 
^e  King  came  under  consideration,  it  was  consid- 
ered as  the  Speech  of  the  Minister;  but  here  gen- 
tlemen reverse  the  case,  and  make  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  the  report  of  the  President, 
though  be  has  carefully  guarded  against  such  a 
oonclusion.  He  hoped,  until  more  was  known  of 
Ae  coBteata  of  this  pajwr,  it  would  not  be  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  the  way  proposed. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  gentlemen  appear  to  be  un- 
willing to  vote  for  the  publication  of  this  report, 
hecause  they  have  not  read  it.  If  this  was  a  gooc 
teason,  it  would  apply  equally  against  printing  the 
documents,  since  they  have  not  read  them;  but 
here  this  is  no  objection.  This  he  did  not  think 
Tery  consistent  conduct. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  it  would  be  admitted  there 
ta  a  great  difference  between  official  documents 
from  a  public  Minister,  and  a  report  of  any  kind 


from  one  of  the  Heads  of  our  Departments.  When 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  came  under 
consideration,  he  hoped  gentlemen  were  not  to  be 
deterred  from  commeuting  upon  it  by  being  told 
it  was  a  report  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Craik  said,  gentlemen  did  not  distingubh 
between  reports  made  by  Heads  of  Departmeais 
to  the  House,  or  committees  of  the  House,  and  re- 
ports made  from  the  same  quarters  to  the  President, 
and  by  him  communicated  to  the  House.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  think,  however,  with  some  other 
gentlemen,  that  what  came  from  the  President  was 
not  to  be  examined  and  commented  upon.  He 
was  surprised  the  gentleman  from  Virginu  should 
think  the  President  ought  to  be  considered  in  the 
same  light  as  the  Kine  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
therefore  "  he  could  do  no  wrong;." 
Mr.  BaoLESTON  declared  he  said  no  such  thia^. 
Mr.  Macon  would  not  consider  whether  thu 
report  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  or  of 
the  President;  let  it  come  from  which  it  would, 
he  felt  himself  at  full  liberty  to  remark  upon  it. 
His  objection  to  the  printing  of  this  pap«i  vas 
founded  upon  its  being  a  new  custom.  With  re- 
spect to  the  report  on  Algerine  affairs,  which  had 
been  referred  to,  it  contained  a  statement  of  official 
papers,  without  any  opinion  upon  them.  He  had 
another  reason  for  objecting  to  ii.  He  thought 
that  all  the  official  papers  with  respect  to  our  ais- 
pute  with  France  ougnt  to  go  out  to  the  people  in 
the  same  way ;  and  as  former  communications  had 
gone  out  witnout  a  commentary  to  direct  the  peo- 
ple's conclusions  either  this  way  or  that,  he  hoped 
these  would  be  suffered  to  go  out  in  the  same  way. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  occasion  lo  direct 
the  people  how  to  think;  he  believed  the  great 
body  01  them  would  always  think  right,  if  left  to 
themselves.  Was  it  because  former  communica- 
tions looked  more  like  war  than  these,  that  they 
were  given  to  the  people  without  commentary;  and 
that,  because  these  have  the  appearance  of  peace, 
it  is  necessary  to  twist  them  to  look  a  contrary 
way  ?  He  saw  no  such  necessity,  and  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  Gallatin  saw  no  reason  why  there  should 
be  an  extra  publication  of  the  despatches  them- 
selves, except  that  heretofore  it  had  been  thouf^ht 
proper ;  but  though  this  bad  been  the  case,  with 
respect  to  despatches^  he,believed  no  instance  could 
be  adduced  of  printmg  an  extra  number  of  any 
report  of  the  Secretaty  of  State,  which^  according 
to  the  President's  own  description  of  it,  contains 
obsOTations  upon  the  despatches."  For,  thou^ 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  has  said  that  this 
is  a  part  of  the  communications  promised  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  if  he  had  attended  to  the  Message  be 
would  have  found  that  the  President  says,  that 
"  the  communications  promised  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  relative  to  our  a&irs  with  France,aFe 
contained  In  the  sheets  which  accompany  this;" 
and  he  adds,  "  that  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  containing  some  ohserratioas  themm,  will 
be  laid  before  the  House  on  Monday."  The  two 
things  are  as  distinct  as  possible.  They  are  not 
called  ''facts"  by  the  President,  but  "obserntions 
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apon  the  despatches,"  and  they  are  so.  There  are, 
indeed,  a  few  insigDificant  facts  scattered  amongst 
the  observations,  and  he  should  have  do  objection 
to  have  them  tacked  to  the  end  of  the  despatches; 
though,  if  the  President  had  thought  thein  of  im- 

Crtance  to  be  communicated,  he  would  doubtless 
re  sent  them  aloftg  with  the  others.  The  report 
OODtains  no  information,  but  deductions  and  obser- 
Tations  from  the  eommnnieations  made  last  year, 
•nd  those  now  made.  He  therefore  saw  no  reason 
why  the  expense  of  publishins  an  extraordinary 
Mimb«r  of  this  report,  should  he  incurred,  more 
Aan  of  any  other  report  from  one  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments.  To  send  these  observations  and  rea- 
•Qoiogs  oQt  to  the  peoi^e,  wo^d  be  to  say  that  ihe^r 
are  in  all  respects  proper  and  tme,  and  therefore  it 
og^t  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  consider  either  the  restdution  or 
the  ameodmeDt  as  of  any  importance.  He  bad 
however  another  reason  for  wishing  the  report  not 
to  be  jitioted.  which  was,  that,  in  many  instances 
he  believed  it  contains  bad  reasoning,  that  facts  are 
improperly  stated^nd  that  it  is  in  some  parts  im- 

S roper  in  itself.  Though  these  reasons  would  in- 
ace  him  to  vote  against  winting  an  extraordinary 
number  of  this  reijort,  stul  his  objections  are  not 
ao  stToa8[  as  to  indnce  him  to  vote  ssainat  the  res- 
dntioD,  if  die  amendment  should  be  negatived  ; 
becatise  he  did  not  think  the  report  would  produce 
any  effect  apon  the  people.  He  believed  they  would 
4o  as  well  without  it  as  with  it;  but  if  they  had 
it,  he  did  not  believe  it  could  mislead  them  in  any 
inaterial  degree. 

The  paper  being  under  consideration,  he  might 
be  asked  to  state  some  of  his  objections  to  it.  He 
eoold  not  be  expected  to  do  this  with  much  cor- 
tecioess ;  but  it  had  struck  him,  in  the  reading,  to 
be  a  very  extraordinary  production.  Making  an 
obserrauon  on  the  French  Minister  having  declar- 
ed to  Mr.  Qerrr  that  he  did  not  wish  the  Gbvern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  break  the  British 
Treaty,  the  Secretary  of  State  finds  fiiult  with  that, 
and  seema  desirous  that  the  French  Oovemmeot 
ifcoidd  have  insisted  on  our  breaking  the  British 
Treaty.  For  bis  a];^ament  appears  to  amount  to 
tUa:  "'<^y  think  of  It  !-^thOM  villains  will  DIM  de- 
mand that  we  should  violate  our  treaties."  And 
he  really  appears  very  aiigry  on  the  occasion.  As 
to  the^eral  deduction,  that  the  French  Qovern- 
ment  is  not  disposed  to  treat  with  us,  he  bad  only 
heard  once  the  report^  and  was  not  yet  prepared 
to  form  a  oorreot  opinion  upon  that  part.  But  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seems  to  sup- 
pose  that  ignorance  and  a  childish  reliance  are  so 
conspicQoos  ill  the  despatches,  l^t  it  is  impossi- 
yAe  any  one  can  fail  to  see  them.  If  this  were  the 
case,  he  could  see  no  use  for  this  commentary.  Mr. 
G.  did  not  understand  whether  the  gentleman 
meant  to  apply  his  terms  of  ignorance  and  child- 
ishness to  the  French  Minister  or  Mr.  Gerry,  but 
aapposed  to  the  latter.  He  had  himself  read'  the 
greater  part  of  the  commanication,  and  had  nei- 
cber  found  moeh  of  ignorance  or  childishness.  He 
fband,  on  the  contrary,  opinions  expressed  with 
modeatjr,  and  iriach,  being  formed  on  the  ^tot,  were 
aeitaHuy  ensiled  to  cMifiidenoe. 


But  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  says  that 
this  report  is  necessary  in  order  to  correct  the  false 
information  and  wrong  conclusions  contained  in 
the  despatches.  In  saying  this,  the  gentleman  could 
not  allude  to  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Qer- 
ry  and  the  French  Minister,  but  that  between  Mr. 
Gerry  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  gentle- 
man seems  to  be  afraid  of  the  effects  which  this 
cwrespondeBee  will  produce.  Mr.G.  believed  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Gerry  would  ivoduce  an  effect  Let 
him,  said  Mr.  G.,  get  as  many  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  reports  as  he  pleases,  and  send  them  out 
with  as  many  of  his  ovm  observations  as  he  plea- 
ses, and  he  defied  him,  though  thousands  of  copies 
should  be  printed  and  dispersed,  to  prevent  the  im- 
pression tnat  would  be  made  upon  the  public  mind 
by  the  reading  of  Mr.  Gerry's  letter,  which  was 
known  to  be  written  by  an  honest  man  aod  a  man 
of  sense.  The  opinions  of  such  a  man  will  c^ 
tainly  have  greater  weight  than  the  opinions  of 
men  who  are  at  3,000  miles  distance.  Whether 
the  effect  will  be  pernicious  to  this  country  he 
would  not  say ;  it  may  be  so  considered  by  some 
gentlemen  ;  hut  he  believed  the  circumstance  of 
their  thinking  it  necessary  to  send  out  an  antidote 
with  the  poison  will  operate  against  them,  as  it 
will  lead  the  people  to  suspect  that  all  u  not  right. 
They  will  naturally  say,  why  are  not  these  des- 
patenes  sent  to  us  as  bnbre  ?  Was  not  the  opin- 
ion  we  formed  of  the  last  a  correct  one?  Did  we 
not  then  decide  rightly;  and  cannot  we  now  be 
trusted  to  decide  for  ourselves?  Because  we  have 
not  been  permitted  to  do  so,  it  must  have  been  sup- 
posed by  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
a  majority  in  Congress,  that  we  should  draw  a 
different  conclusion,  from  the  facts  sent  to  us,  from 
what  they  have  done. 

On  a  proposition  for  (ailing  for  the  despatches 
now  communicated,  it  had  been  given  as  a  reason 
why  they  were  withheld,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  preparing  a  report  to  accompany  them ; 
from  whicn  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred,  said 
Mr.  G.,  that  neither  Congress  nor  the  people  were 
to  be  trusted  to  make  their  own  conclusions  from 
these  despatches;  that  they  had  not  suffcient  dia- 
cernment  to  do  it,  without  receiving  a  previous 
lesson  from  the  Secretarv  of  State. 

Th\»j  said  Mr.  G.,  will  be  the  nataral  conclu- 
sion ;  but  if  the  despatches  are  suffered  to  ^  out 
as  usual,  the  people  will  form  their  own  opinions 
candidly  upon  them. 

Mr.  &DHOHD  said,  the  question  was,  whether 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  should  or  should 
not  go  out  to  the  people,  with  the  despatches  with 
which  it  is  connected.  It  is  said  the  report  con- 
tains something  beyond  &ct8,  and  that  therefore  tt 
ought  not  to  be  printed  with  the  despatches.  And 
does  not  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gerry,  besides  stating 
what  he  has  done,  also  contain  his  opinions.  Whe- 
ther his  opinion  or  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  most  correct,  he  would  not  now  undertake  to 
say  I  he  had  not  perused  them.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  says  the  deductions  of  Mr. 
Gerry  are  modest  and  ecmclusive,  and  will  have  a 
great  effect.  On  the  other  hand,  he  says  that  the 
dednetions  e<Hitatned  in  the  report  of  the  8ecre- 
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tary  of  State  will  operate  against  tiim.  As  he  did 
aot  know  what  either  cootained,  aod  wishing  the 
people  to  see  twth,  he  should  vote  for  both  being 
printed. 

Mr.  Otis  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  the 
House  that  was  degraded  by  receiring  this  report,' 
but  that  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  are  de- 
graded by  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  sup- 
pose they  are  not  to  be  trusted  wiUi  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  they  cannot 
determine  bow  far  its  reasonings  are  just,  or 
otherwise.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is  opposed  to  the  publication  of  ibis  report,  be- 
cause he  does  not  approbate  all  the  opinions  con- 
tained in  it ;  and  will  tbe  gentleman  say  that  he 
approbates  a^l  the  sentiments  contained  in  Mr. 
Gerry's  letter?  For  instance,  does  he  approbate 
this :  "  If.  on  the  other  hand,  Great  Britan,  unaid- 
ed, had  &lien,  the  United  States  would  have  been 
in  a  much  better  condition  at  peace  than  in  war 
with  the  most  formidable  Power  the  world  had 
exhibited.  In  such  an  event,  they  could  have  but 
small  hopes  of  resisting  France;  and  it  might 
have  been  deemed  madness  in  them  ever  to  have 
attempted  it !"  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says  these  despatches  ought  to  go  out  with- 
out this reportjbecause  the  former  despatch^  were 
so  sent  out.  This,  Mr.  O.  thought  a  good  reason 
why  this  re[>ort  should  be  published,  because  it 
brings  into  view  all  the  facts  contained  in  the  two 
despatches,  and  part  of  wl)ich  may  by  this  time 
have  been  forgotten.  And  who,  said  Mr.  O.,  is 
so  proper  to  draw  a  statement  of  this  kind  as  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  situated  at  the  source 
ofall  information  concerning  our  foreign  relations? 
In  his  mind,  this  report  would  be  considered  as 
the  finger  of  truth  in  this  business.  It  confirms 
what  was  said  by  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  "of  theultimate  failure  ofall  oar  mea- 
sures for  reconciliation and  adso,  that,  by  some  of 
their  declarations,  it  would  appear  that  the  French 
are  averse  to  a  rupture,  but  tliat,  unfortunately,  no 
r^iance  can  be  placed  upon  their  declarations 
or,  in  plain  words,  that  one  cannoi  believe  any- 
thing tbey  say. 

Mr.  O.  was  glad  to  see  this  opposition  made  to 
the  publication  of  this  report,  as  it  convinced  him 
that  gentl^en  are  fully  impressed  with  the  e^t 
it  would  have  upon  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Sbeparo  asked  if  gentlemen  would  be  op- 
posed to  the  publication  of  this  report,  if  they 
thought  it  contained  false  reasoning?  No,  they 
would  not.  They  were  convinced,  ou  the  contrary, 
that  it  contains  truths,  and  they  are  afraid  the  peo- 
ple should  see  them. 

Mr.  PiHCKNcr  was  astonished  to  hear  so  much 
opposition  given  to  the  publication  of  all  the  mfor* 
mation  for  the  people  which  is  received  by  Con- 
gress, throuffh  the  proper  official  channel,  on  a  trant* 
action  of  the  utmost  importance  to  them.  He 
could  not  conceive  what  hidden  reason  could  lurk 
under  this  opposition.  A  negotiation  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  President  of  (he  United  States. 
He  has  act^d  upon  tbe  light  which  he  has  received 
upon  the  subject;  and  if  be  chooses  to  give  his 
opinion  upon  any  despatches,  through  the  medi- 


um of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  s  view  of  jus- 
tifying the  part  be  has  acted,  is  he  not  justified  in 
doing  sot  And  when  he  does  it,  shall  the  House 
refuse  to  make  those  reasons  public  t  The  Presi- 
dent would  have  been  wanting  in  his  duty,  had  he 
not  given  this  information  to  Congress.  He  i> 
the  source  of  knowledge  with  respect  to  our  foreign 
relations,  and  is  therefore  the  only  person  who  caa 
give  information.  Are  we  afraid,  said  Mr.  P.,  to 
trust  the  people  with  this  information?  He  saw 
no  reason  which  could  apply  to  the  publication  of 
the  documents,  which  would  not  also  apply  to  the 
publication  of  the  report.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  says  it  will  produce  no  efiecl;  but 
his  attempt  to  stifle  its  publication  seems  to  speak 
a  difierent  language.  The  same  gentleman,  from 
Pennsylvania,  nad  insinuated  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  certain  members  in  this  House  to  plunge  tbe 
country,  unnecessarily,  into  war.  It  might  be 
replied,  that  there  are  o^er  gentlemen  who  wish 
to  lull  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  into  a  false 
security,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  vigorously 
preparing  to  defend  themselves  against  attack. 
This  would  be  repelling  one  unjustifiable  insinua- 
tion by  another  perhaps  equally  so. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  as  what  he  had  said  had 
been  frequently  alluded  to,  and  unfairly  stated,  he 
must  repeat  that  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  pre- 
clude the  people  from  a  sight  of  this  report.  The 
objection,  said  Mr.  V.,  is  not  to  the  making  of  it 
public,  because  it  will  doubtless  appear  in  all  the 
papers,  which  give  it  a  greater  pubncity,  than  any 
other  mode.  That  is  not  the  object;  gentlemen 
know  it  is  not.  The  Secretary  oi  State  may  cir- 
culate his  opinion  in  every  corner  of  the  United 
States,  if  he  pleases;  be  only  objected  to  the  mode 
of  doing  it  Mr.  V.  repeated  some  of  the  former 
expressions  as  to  the  report  being  deeding  to  tbe 
House,  and  said,  if  the  Secretary  of  State  wmto 
be  permitted  to  send  to  Congress  comments  on  one 
subject  he  might  do  it  upon  another,  and  where 
would  be  the  mund  left  for  legislation  ?  It  would 
become  very  limited,  indeed. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  words,  "and 
of  this  day,"  was  negatived,  46  to  36,  and  then,  the 
blank  being  filled  with  12,000,  it  was  carried  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice. 


Tdesoay,  January  22. 
Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meani^  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks ;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

RELIEF  OP  SICE  8EAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU 
to  authorize  the  reimbursement  of  money  advanced 
to  sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  foreign  countries; 
^hich,  after  adopting  one  amendment,  and  reject- 
ing two  others,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  further  to  stispeod  the  commercial  is- 
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tercoorse  betweea  tlie  United  Slates  and  Fraoce, 
tod  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  4tb  section  of  the  bill  being  uaUer 
eoosideratioD,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

*'1lMti$  atuiy  timsaAerthe  puaingof  this  act,  the 
Gtmnmeot  of  France,  or  any  pertom  claiming  and 
tscerdtme  eommand  and  annUmrUy^  «i  any  tdmd, 
fort  or  plaee,  belonging  to  the  Frmeh  BtpubHe,  diall 
det^^  (MtTow,  and  ■hiU  ba  fennd  to  refrain  from 
gNMOU^  depredation^  and  hoatilities,  wbich  have  be«n, 
and  ue  1^  them  encouraged  and  muntained  against  the 
TCwelf  and  other  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  their  national  rights  and  soTereign^, 
in  ndation  it  the  laws  of  nations,  it  shall  thereupon  be 
ItwAl  for  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  being  aa- 
nrlimed  irfthe  premises,  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient 
and  coDsislent  With  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  to 
rsnit  and  discontinue  the  restraints  and  prohibitions 
afcresaid,  either  vith  respect  to  the  French  Repoblic, 
or  to  any  sach  island,  port,  or  place,  belonging  to  said 
R^MiUie,  with  which  a  commercial  intercourse  may 
■afety  be  renewed;  and  also  to  revive  the  said  restraints 
ud  prohilMtioiu,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  discon- 
tinned,  wbenerer  in  his  mnniiHi  the  interest  of  the  United 
Slates  dull  require ;  and  he  shall  be,  and  herel^  is,  an* 
flHNind  to  make  proclamation  thereof  aoooidin^y 

Mr.  NiCROLAS  said,  there  are  some  words  in  this 
seetioa  [id  italics]  which  be  did  not  understand, 
and  If  he  could  not  get  an  explanation  of  them  in 
uf  other  wa^,  he  would  move  to  strike  them  out. 
They  are  not  ID  the  former  law ;  and  tfaejr  are  very 
exteosive.  They  ^o  to  this,  that  a  man  in  author^ 
ity  in  one  of  these  islands,  be  bis  authority  as  lim- 
ited as  it  may,  may  make  an  agreement  on  the 
■object  of  int^course  different  from  what  he  is 
tothorized  lo  do  by  the  Republic  of  France,  and, 
to  that  case,  the  island  is  to  be  open  for  our  com- 
merce. He  wished  for  Kmie  inmrmation  on  this 
fobjeet 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  understood,  that  the  rea5on  why 
these  words  had  been  iatroduced  into  the  bill  was, 
in  order  to  meet  the  case  of  Hispanioia.  It  was 
well  known  that  a  new  agent  bad  succeeded  He- 
douTille  there ;  that  beiias  published  a  proclama- 
tioD,  statingj  that  notwithstanding  the  decree  of  the 
Fieneh  Republic,  which  directs  the  seizure  of  all 
Amenean  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  whenever 
there  ^1  be  found  on  board  an  article  of  British 
mana&etare,  he  was  authorized  to  suspend  that 
decree  so  far  as  relates  to  vessels  coming  to  that 
island.  And,  Mr.  S.  said,  ifany  agent  in  the  West 
ladies  could  give  assurances  that  no  capture  should 
take  jdaee  from  the  island  of  which  he  is  Govern- 
or, then  the  President  shall  be  authorized  to  open 
oor  commerce  with  that  island.  It  was  on  this 
ground  that  he  had  given  his  consent  to  this  clause 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  if  the  clause  were  intended 
to  meet  the  case  to  which  the  gentleman  had  allu- 
ded, the  agent  had  his  powers  from  the  French 
Government,  and  whatever  he  did  must  be  coosid- 
«ed  as  done  by  that  Qovernment,  until  his  power 
UHiaU  be  revoked ;  but,  as  the  clause  stood,  it  would 
authorize  the  President  to  treat  with  usurpers ;  not 
merely  with  persons  in  power,  but  with  any  per- 
son baring  momentary  possession  of  aplace,  and 
he  eould  not  agree  10  anch  a  principle.  Why,BBked 


Mr.  N.,  was  this  law  originally  passed  ?  Was  it 
not  an  order  to  bring  France  to  terms  by  distress- 
ing her  islands?  Suppose  France  should  say  to 
one  of  her  agents  in  the  West  Indies,  "  You  shall 
be  authorized  to  make  a  stipulation  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  off  the  suspension  of  iatercojirse 
with  respect  lo  your  island."  Would  not  this  be 
to  acknowledge  that  there  our  regulation  pinched 
her?  And  would  not  the  opening  of  intercourse 
with  such  a  place,  by  relieving  the  distresses  of 
Francft  defeat  the  original  intention  of  the  lawf 
[Mr.  Harper  asked  if  there  was  any  question  be- 
fore the  committee?]  Mr.  N.  said  he  would  make 
one,  by  moving  to  strike  out  this  section.  A  clause 
of  this  kind,  Mr-  N.  said,  held  out  an  invitation  to 
agents  to  abandon  their  country,  and  to  set  up 
Governments  of  their  own.  If  it  were  to  operate 
only  in  a  partial  manner,  for  the  relief  of  such  of 
the  French  islands  as  are  so  far  distressed  as  that 
the  Oovernment  should  be  willing  to  restrain  her 
depredations,  so  far  as  related  to  those  particular 
places,  where  will  be  the  efficiency  of  the  law 
afterwards  1  It  will  only  prove  a  burden  upon  our 
own  citizens,  without  injuring  France.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  free  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  why 
deprive  tobacco  planters  of  going  immediately  to 
the  country  where  the  article  is  consumed^  instead 
of  going  thruDch  Spain,  and  by  other  circaitoua 
routes?  But  ue  other  aspect  of  the  bill,  Mr.  N. 
said,  was  the  most  extraordinary  and  exceptionable 
he  ever  saw.  It  authorized  the  President  to  treat 
with  persons  "claiming  authority."  This  prori- 
sion  may  produce  consequences  the  most  fatal. 
Suppose  any  of  the  islands  make  a  separate  nego- 
tiation with  this  country ;  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  our  having  thus  enticed  them  to  disobey  their 
Government?  Will  this  Government  not  be 
charveable  with  having  assisted  in  detaching  such 
a  eomny  from  its  Government  ?  And  if  so,  could 
anything  afford  a  more  lasting  cause  for  war  than 
an  act  of  this  kind?  If  there  be  any  disposition 
in  the  French  Government  to  treat,  (whicn,  how- 
ever, the  Secretary  of  Stale  denies,)  a  conduct  of 
this  kind  would  effectually  root  it  out,  and  there 
could  be  no  treaty — no  pieaee  between  the  two 
countries — for  years  to  come.  If  gentlemen,  there- 
fore, can  give  no  better  explanation  of  this  clause 
than  has  already  been  given,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Otis  did  not  believe  that  a  more  unjustifi- 
able jealousy  ever  entered  the  heated  imagination 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  than  that  which 
occupies  it  at  this  moment.  He  seems  to  think 
that  this  section  of  the  bill  is  intended  only  to  en- 
courage usurpation  and  rebellion,  whereas,  a  slight 
attention  should  convince  him,  that  when  any  one 
of  the  French  islands  or  dependencies  revolt  and 
declare  for  indepeodeoce,  neither  the  law  passed 
the  last  session  nor  this  bill  will  apply  to  such  a 
case.  In  such  an  event,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
existing  lavrs  to  prevent  our  carrying  on  a  free 
trade  with  such  revolted  island.  If  attention  be 
paid  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  seen 
to  apply  only  to  such  places  as  are  imder  the  ae- 
koowledged  Gh)vemment  of  France;  and  the  mo- 
ment a  place  is  no  longer  under  harGovemment, 
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both  the  existing  law  and  this  sectloa  become 
null  with  respect  to  that  place,  and  a  new  rela- 
tion would  be  created  which  would  be  regulated 
under  the  law  of  nations.  If  a  rebdlion  of  this  kind 
should  break  out,  it  would  become  a  question  to 
what  extent  we  ought  to  carry  on  commerce  with 
the'rebellious  place;  and  we  should  then  be  eov- 
erned  by  existing  circumstanaes.  If  we  should  be 
at  war  with  France,  we  should  doubtless,  said  Mr. 
O.,  avail  ourselves  of  the  trade  to  its  full  extent, 
without  respect  to  her  wishes;  but  if  an  accom- 
modation 01  differences  should  be  effected,  and  the 
mother  country  should  prohibit  all  trade  with  the 
revotten,  it  is  not  presumable  that  this  Oovemment 
would  sanction  any  commerce  that  would  proroke 
a  war,  or  protect  adventurers  from  seizure  aud 
confiscation  of  their  property. 

But  it  is  not  enough,  observed  Mr.  O.,  to  say 
that  this  section  does  not  relate  to  rebellious  colo- 
nies ;  it  is  merely  a  provision  to  meet  such  condi- 
tions as  the  agents  of  (he  Executive  Directory  are 
entitled  to  make,  consistently  with  their  all^iance 
to  their  ovni  country — such  at  least  as  they  con- 
atantly  undertake  to  propose.  Without  assuming 
to  define  the  powers  oithese  agents,  it  was  very 
dear,  that  they  have  undertaken  to  (tispense  with 
the  diecrees  and  laws  of  the  Republic,  whenever 
the  exigencies  of  their  Governments  have,  in  their 
opinion,  made  it  necessary  or  convenient. 

At  St.  Domingo  and  at  Guadaloupe,  the  agents 
seem  to  exercise  an  unlimited  control  over  the 
trade  and  maritime  concerns  of  those  islands.  He 
presumed  they  had  a  discretionary  right  given  to 
them  to  reUx  or  suspend  many  of  the  decrees  cd* 
the  mother  country,  with  respect  to  the  territory 
they  are  appointed  to  govern.  The  uniform  con- 
duct of  Santhooax  and  Polvercd,  and  of  all  the 
Commissioners  at  St.  Domingo^  show  this  to  be 
the  case ;  and  at  Gtuulaloupe,  Victor  Hugues  has 

£ roved  himnelf  to  be  nothing  less  than  a  despot 
r  this  bill  passed,  these  Commissioners  may  open 
the  commerce  with  this  country,  even  though  an 
open  war  should  exist  between  this  nation  and 
France.  Nay,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  a  proclamation 
of  Hedouville,  the  late  agent  at  Cape  Francois,  in 
his  hand,  which  shows  that  he  had  ^lenaiaed  to 
adopt  tbts  line  of  conduct. 

[Mr.  O.  read  the  procUimation  which  states  that 
neutral  ships  and  cargoes,  that  provisions  and  dry 
9Pods,8haU  be  admitted  into  St  Domingo  in  Amer- 
ican bottom^that  they  shall  not  be  seized  when 
destined  for  French  ports,  but  pass  tinmolested  by 
French  cruisers  even  if  war  should  break  out 
betweeo  the  mother  country  and  the  United 
States.] 

Now.  said  Mr.  O.,  the  interests  of  this  country, 
and  of  our  mercantile  citizeps  in  particular,  re- 

auire  us  to  place  ourselves  in  a  situation  to  meet 
lese  advances.  Can  there  be  any  difficulty  in 
giving  to  the  President  a  power  with  resjKct  to 
the  trade  with  a  part  of  the  French  dominions, 
which  he  at  present  possesses  over  the  whole  1 
Gentlemen  have  said  that  an  agent  has  arrived 
from  an  usurper  in  St  Domiogo.  Mr.  O.  said,  he 
did  not  know  the  fact.  He  did  not  know  of  any 
Usurper  in  ^t  Domingo.  He  believed  Geooral 
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ToQssaint  had  succeeded  Hedouville  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  island ;  that  he  had,  in  imitatim 
of  his  superiors,  sent  htm  off  in  the  same  way  u 
in  the  mother  country  are  sent  off  those  who  may 
be  obnoxious  to  the  designs  of  the  reigning  and 
the  strongest  party.  But  it  does  not  follow  that 
these  measures  of  General  Toussaint  will  not  be 
ratified  by  the  French  Gfoverament.  The  sane 
General  had  heretofore  sent  off  the  Commissioner 
Santhonax.  He  was  not,  however,  for  this  canse 
declared  to  have  forfeited  his  allegiance,  bat  pants 
were  taken  to  appease  and  reconcile  Kim,  and  Sin- 
thonaz  came  bacV.  He  was  afterwards  sacceeded 
by  Hedouville,  who  is,  in  his  turu,  sent  on  a  voy- 
age to  France.  But,  said  Mr.  O.,  shall  we  now 
begin  to  examine  into  the  l^ality  of  the  powets 
of  persons  in  ai^ority,  either  in  France  oria  her 
West  India  possessions  7  Have  we  not  unifonaljr 
adhered  to  the  principle  that  those  who  exercise 
power  de facto  are  the  only  persons  that  we  aie 
bound  to  recognise?  From  the  first  dawn  ai  th« 
Bevolution,  we  have,  said  he,  never  questioned  the 
legitimacy  of  the  power  exercised  in  Prance;  to 
OS  it  seemed  indifferent  whether  Jacobins  or  Gi- 
rondists were  at  the  helm  of  a&irs ;  whether  it 
was  a  reign  of  terror  or  of  moderation.  We  have 
constantly  sung  hosaonas  and  offered  adoratiw 
to  the  great  Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  withr 
out  considering  by  whose  hands  the  power  was 
exercised.  It  is  now  too  late  to  change -this  sys* 
tem.  We  have  no  way  of  knowing,  said  Mr.  0., 
whether  the  agents  of  the  Directory  act  in  eoii- 
formity  to  the  will  of  their  masters  or  not,  uoiil 
the  Government  declares  them  out  of  their  allegi- 
anee.  It  will  then  be  soon  enmigh  for  ns  lo  dia- 
mine the  posture  which  good  faith  and  policy  n* 
quire  us  to  take. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  we  ought 
not  to  treat  with  individuals  under  any  circnin- 
:  stances  ;  but  it  appears  probable  that  the  French 
Republic  may  permit  her  ag^ts  to  carry  on  this 
commerce,  aua  to  give  us  satisfactory  assurances 
of  safety  and  protection  without  a  treaty ;  and 
such  80  arrangement  would  be  adTantagMOs  to 
that  Republic. 

We  find,  indeed,  said  Mr.  O.,  from  the  papen 
on  the  table,  that  one  of  the  complaints  of  that 
Government  is  founded  on  this  suspension  of  ia- 
tercourse,  and  therefore  to  restore  the  trade  in  part 
is  to  diminisb  the  cause  o(  comidaiDt  With  le- 
spect  to  the  remark  of  the  gentfaman  from  Vi*?* 
nia,  that  it  was  the  object  of  the  original  act  \f 
distressing  France,  to  oring  her  to  terms,  he  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  him.  It  was  merely  a  de- 
fensive measure.  Our  trade  became  so  insecure, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  do — what?  eooqun 
France?  No;  but  to  prevent  the  raia  wiidi 
threatened  our  citizens,  by  prohibiting  all  iatcr* 
course  with  that  country  and  its  dependencies; 
and  whenever  an  end  is  put  to  those  affl^rc^ 
sions  and  depredations,  the  mspension  may  be 
removed. 

This,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  not  a  novel  practice.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  the  eitiseas 
of  the  Bahamas  were  excepted  from  the  gennral 
regulations  and  orders  prescribed  to  our  ^vatiw. 
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It  is  Terjr  possible  to  be  at  war  with  a  Datioo,  and 
yet  at  peace  with  a  certaio  portion  of  its  territory. 
We  find,  bjr  the  papers  od  our  table,  that  France 
nysher  privateers  have  transgressed  their  author- 
ity, aod  that  ther  have  oow  determined  that  no 
cODUnissioDs  shall  be  issued,  except  by  their  agents. 
Let  us  be  prepared  to  meet  them,  if  they  will  act 
accordingly ;  aod  if  their  agents  in  the  Colo- 
nies restrain  privateering,  and  depredations  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions,  let  us  avail  our- 
sdves  of  their  good  dispositions  without  any  nice 
iaaniries. 

ill.  O.  bad  said,  that  this  law  had  no  aUtuion  to 
any  country  in  rebellion ;  but  he  could  conceiTe 
it  possible  that  St.  Domingo  ma^  declare  itself  in- 
dependent, and  become  so,  in  spite  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  France,  or  the  wishes  of  this  eoantry.  Far 
be  it  from  me,  continued  Mr.  O.,  to  contend  that 
it  is  desirable  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
that  such  an  event  should  happen ;  such  a  doc- 
trine at  this  moment  would  be  unseasonable  and 
improper ;  but,  if  it  does  take  place,  he  might  say, 
without  offence,  it  would  be  good  policy  tohe  upon 
the  best  terms  with  the  persons  in  authority  there ; 
if  not,  the  inhabitants  of  that  island  may  become 
puates  upon  our  trade,  and  do  us  more  mischief 
than  we  formerly  suffered  from  the  ^rbary  Pow- 
ers. To  prevent  which,  let  us  feed  and  clothe 
them  and  deprive  them  of  indneementa  to  quit 
their  island. 

Bdr.  O.  hope^  therefore,  this  Beetion  would  be 
relsined,  and  that  we  should  not,  by  refusing  to 
listen  to  these  people,  tbrow  them  into  the  hands 
(rf*  another  Power.  This  island,  said  he,  may 
prove  a  very  formidable  enemy,  or  a  very  useful 
friend.  If  we  recollect,  said  be,  what  was  done 
by  a  handful  of  Maroons  of  Jamaica,  we  shall 
fwm  no  contemptible  idea  of  a  population  of  five 
hundred  thousand  sools,  of  which  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  are  disciplined  troops,  and  who  have  in 
their  possession  one  of  the  richest  islands  in  the 
West  Indies ;  and,  if  driven  to  despair,  would  have 
it  in  their  power  to  inflict  deep  wounds  upon  our 
oonunerce. 

While,  therefore,  we  carefully  abstain  from 
inciting  them  to  revolt,  and  are  silent  upon  the 
ramlt  of  their  independence,  in  reference  to  this 
ooontn,  W9  should  not  omit  any  ftir  occasion  to 
teach  them  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an 
amicable  intercourse  with  our  country:  and  to 
c«l urate  those  good  dispositions  which  others  will 
improve  if  we  unwisely  repel  them. 

Mr.  Habper  did  not  enow  that  he  could  give  an 
esplanation  of  this  section  which  would  be  satts- 
fibetonr  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ;  but  he 
would  state  what  was  the  intention  of  the  bill,  and 
what  he  thought  would  be  its  effects.  He  con- 
ceived that  the  section  now  under  consideration 
is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  bill  heretofore 
passed.  The  object  of  that  bill  was  twofold ;  first, 
to  save  our  commerce  from  that  speculative  and 
hazardous  enterprise  which  the  bigb  profits  made 
by  saecessful  voyages  enticed  the  merchant  to  go 
imta,  which  was  a  species  of  gambling  by  which 
some  made  laive  fortones,  and  othm  sustained 
hawy  loaaea.  This  trade  was  somethii^  of  the 
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nature  of  faro-banks,  or  lotteries,  which  all  good 
Governments  have  thought  proper  to  prohibit. 
The  Qovernment  of  this  country  thought  it  wise 
to  interfere,  and  say  to  the  merchants:  '°You shall 
not  run  these  ^reat  risks ;  for  though  a  few  of  you 
make  ^eat  gam  by  the  trade,  the  loss  upon  the 
whole  IS  much  greater  than  the  gain."  This  was 
one  object.  Tbe  other  was,  to  deter  the  French 
nation,  and  those  exercising  authority  under  it, 
from  committing  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce, and  thus  procure  protection  to  our  trade. 
By  what  means  was  this  to  be  accomplished?  By 
withholding  from  the  French  those  articles  of 
imme  necessity  which  they  were  ^customed  to 
receive  through  the  medium  of  commerce,  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  which  they  should  feel. 

Let  us  examine,  said  Mr,  H.,  whether  this  sec- 
tion is  in  conformity  to  these  two  objects.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  with  respect  to  the  first,  be- 
cause if  you  can  prevail  upon  those  who  hereto- 
fore encouraged  privateering,  to  forbear  to  make 
further  depredations,  our  commerce  will  un- 
qnestionabnr  be  rendered  safe.  The  reason, 
therefore,  for  laying  the  restriction,  is  thus  re- 
moved ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
continued. 

But  gentlemen  say,  that  this  clause  will  hold 
out  an  excitement  to  rebellion,  as  it  proposes  to 
n^tiate  with  unauthorized  urents.  It  says  to 
the  Colonies,  "  rise  and  shake  off  yomr  alle^nce." 
How  1  Is  it  throwing  off  allegiance  to  the  French 
Republic,  to  say  they  will  not  fit  out  privatebrs 
against  us  ?  Mr.  H.  asked,  whether  the  Colonies 
are  obliged  to  fit  out  privateers  ?  No  such  thing ; 
they  may,  in  case  of  war,  privateer ;  but,  it  is  a 
privilege  and  not  a  duty.  Is  the  advantage  held 
out  to  the  Colonies  by  this  bill,  on  condition  that 
they  revolt  1  We  say  expressly  to  the  contrary, 
viz :  '•  While  you  continue  under  your  alliance 
to  tbe  French  Republic,  and  shall,  nevertheless, 
cease  to  exercise  against  us  the  right  of  privateer- 
ing against  our  ships,  we  will  trade  with  yon  as 
usuaH"  This  cannot  surely  be  construed  mto  an 
exciting  of  rebellion.  We  know,  said  Mr.  H^hat 
these  Colonies  have  privateered  against  us.  Whe- 
ther they  have  done  what  they  were  not  author- 
ized to  do,  is  not  for  me  to  inquire.  If  they  will 
not  give  up  the  priviUae  of  privateering,  they 
cannot  have  the  beuefit  m  our  trade.  If  they  have 
not  the  aathtwity  to  do  so,  he  supposed  they 
would  not  do  it ;  but  if  Qenenl  Toussaint  larohib- 
its  privateering,  we  shall  suppose  he  has  the  right 
to  do  it. 

If  the  effect  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ 

gnia  mentions,  could  be  pro«iced  upon  the  French 
overnment  by  eontinaing  the  restrictions,  it 
would  be  wdl  to  continue  them;  but  we  have 
seen  how  little  France  cares  for  the  welfare  of  her 
Colonies,  and  therefore  cannot  reckon  upon  such 
an  effect.  To  persevere  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
an  uncertain  good,  would  be  bad  policy,  when,  by 
making  the  proposed  change,  we  can  obtain  a 
certain  good.  Scarcely  can  any  good  man  hen- 
tate  about  the  choice,  when  certain  and  preca- 
rious advantage  is  set  before  him. 
Mr.  GALi.ATiif  said,  one  of  the  objects  of  thii 
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bill,  when  it  passed  at  the  last  session,  was  to  pre- 
Teni  depredations  upon  our  commerce ;  but  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  who  TOted  for  it,  did  so  with 
a  view  of  compelling  France,  by  the  toss  of  our 
trade  to  her  islands,  to  come  to  reasonable  terms 
of  settlement  with  the  United  States.  It  was 
then  said  by  some  gentlemen,  that  It  was  not  im- 
probable that  the  trade  to  the  West  Indies  was 
even  more  advantageous  to  the  United  Stales 
than  to  France,  valuable  as  it  was  to  her ;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  would  not  produce  the  effect 
predicted.  This  was  his  opinion,  and  he  there- 
fore voted  against  the  bill.   But,  though  he  voted 

S^inst  this  measure,  and  some  others,  which  he 
ought  at  the  time  premature,  vet  a  majority  of 
Congress  having,  by  adopting  maa,  paced  the 
natiou  in  its  present  situation,  whatever  his  opin- 
ion might  then  have  beeo^  and  whatever  it  might 
now  be,. as  to  the  probability  of  an  end  being  put 
to  our  differences  with  France,  he  should  think  it 
bad  policy,  under  present  circumstances,  to  recede 
from  the  ground  men  taken,  since  such  a  conduct 
could  betray  nothing  but  weakness,  and  tend  to 
defeat  the  object  which  all  doubtless  have  in  view, 
whatever  might  be  the  different  opinions  of  ob- 
taining it,  an  honorable  peace.  Though  this  law, 
therefore,  was  limited  to  the  present  session,  he 
was  ready  to  vote  for  a  continuance  of  it;  but  the 
section  now  under  consideration  goes  entirely 
Upon  new  ground,  and  entirely  different  to  any 
either  taken  or  avowed  at  the  last  session. 

The  law  now  in  existence,  said  Mr.  G.,  has  a 
section  something  similar  to  this^  though  widely 
different  in  snbstaoce.  It  is  to  this  effect ;  that  if, 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  and  all  persons  under  its  author- 
ity, shall  disavow  and  be  found  to  refrain  from 
depredations  upon  our  commerce,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  suspend  the  operation 
of  this  law.  Not  to  any  part,  but  with  the  whole. 
By  that  law,  we  said,  *'  We  are  not  yet  at  war 
with  you,  we  will  adopt  such  measures  as  we 
think  necessary  for  our  present  situation.  We 
will  suspend  commerce  with  you  as  a  nation ; 
but  if  you,  as  a  nation,  shall  disavow  and  refrain 
from  depredations,  we  have  given  the  President 
power  to  renew  our  commercial  intercourse  with 
you." 

But  whaL  said  Mr.  G.,  is  the  language  of  this 
section  ?  Il  is  this.  [He  read  the  section  as 
above.]  It  is,  that  if  any  part  of  the  nation,  or 
any  commanding  officer,  or  person  claiming  au- 
thority, in  any  one  port,  or  island,  shall  take  those 
aleps  which  we  consider  necessary  for  that  nation 
to  take,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to 
remit  and  discontinue  the  restraints,  prohibitions, 
dtc.  Instead  of  taUng  a  general  national  ground, 
it  provides  for  the  negotiation  of  an  individual, 
on  his  private  account,  who  may  either  exercise, 
or  claim  to  exercise,  authority  in  any  island,  Ac. 

We  are  not,  said  Mr.  G.,  at  war,  and  an  act  of 
this  kind  is  an  act  which,  if  it  can  be  justified  at 
all,  can  only  be  made  use  of  in  a  state  of  war.  It 
is  only  in  such  a  state  that  we  aire  authorized  to 
declare,  that  we  will  act  a  different  part  with  cer- 
tain parts  of  a  country  at  war,  from  what  we 


meant  to  act  with  the  whole ;  that  we  will  nego- 
tiate, treat,  make  specific  regulations  with  private 
individuals,  provided  they  shall  do— what  i  Dis- 
avow what  the  French  Republic  does  not  disi- 
w.  The  present  act  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
disavowal  to  come  from  the  Government;  but 
this  section  says,  *'  that  alihough  the  French  Gov- 
ernment shall  not  disavow  or  restrain  her  depreda- 
tions, &,c.,  yet  if  an  individual  shall  do  it^  we  will 
open  a  trade  with  this  individual.  This  would 
be  to  encourage  insurrections.  It  is  establishing 
a  iloctriiie  which  is  reprobated  almost  every  day 
on  this  floor — that  it  is  right  to  divide  a  people 
from  their  Ghivernment. 

Before  he  examined  what  wouM  be  the  conse- 
quence of  such  a  conduct,  it  might  be  proper,  Mr. 
G.  said,  to  notice  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Massachusetts  and  South  Carouna. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  the 
House  that  this  section  could  not  apply  to  any 
place  in  rebellion,  because  no  part  of  this  bill  does 
apply  to  any  such  case;  and,  therefore,  that  it  is 
wrong  to  suppose  that  this  section  holds  out  any 
encouragement  to  rebellion.  In  proof  of  his  as- 
sertion, He  referred  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
to  show  that  it  relates  only  to  places  under  the 
acknowledged  Government  of  France.  Bv  ad- 
verting to  the  words,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  bill  prohibits  intercourse  "to  UT 
port  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the  FieDca 
Republic,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  or  to  any 
place  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  under  the 
acknowledged  Oovenmient  of  France."  This 
description  relates  to  two  different  states  of  things 
Ist,  commerce  with  any  port  or  place  within  the 
territory  of  France  or  its  dependencies,  (and 
is  included  St.  Domingo,  for  so  long  as  France  has 
not  renounced  her  Colonies,  ihey  are  her  depea* 
dencies,)  or  to  any  place  in  the  West  Indies,  an- 
der  the  acknowledged  Gk>vernment  of  France. 
These  words  relate  to  places  which  they  mar 
take  in  the  course  of  t^e  war,  which,  thougft 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  Fraoce, 
do  not  make  part  of  her  dependencies.  There- 
fore the  argument  of  the  gentleman  is  altogether 
groundless. 

The  gentleman  also  told  the  House,  that  this 
clause  was  meant  to  apply  to  certain  acts  of  the 
acknowledged  agents  of^France  who  may  open  a 
trade  with  us,  notwithstandiDg  the  decrees  of  the 
Directory,  and  he  introduced  the  proclamation  of 
Hedonville  to  show  that  this  was  the  intention  of 
the  bill.  Whatever  the  proclamation  of  Hedoa- 
ville  may  have  been,  this  hiU  was  certainly  not 
meant  to  meet  any  such  case ;  if  it  had,  it  would 
have  been  differently  expressed.  This  eection 
says,  that  when  any  persons  claiming  and  exer- 
cising command,  &c.,  shall  clearly  disavow-- 
whai?  the  aggressions,  depredations,  and  hostiu- 
ties  of  the  Government  under  whose  authority 
they  act.  What  does  this  amount  to  1  Ceriainiy 
to  an  official  disavowal  of  all  the  acts  of  the  Go'* 
ernmeni  of  the  mother  country  which  has  violt- 
ted  our  national  rights  and  sovereignty.  Both 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  the 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  proceeded  to  say|tu^ 
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tke  objects  produced  by  this  elanse  wmld  be  beo- 
deiu  to  the  Uaited  States.  Sappose  this  sboald, 
IB  some  degree,  be  the  case,  if  other  effects  of  a 
serioos  and  misenierous  nature  may  proceed  from 
it,  the  measure  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

The  effect  expected  to  be  produced  is  to  operate 
not  upon  France,  bat  upon  certain  a^nts,  or  eom- 
mading  officers  in  the  West  India  islands,  by 
iwliicinff  them  to  forbear  from  privateering.  Sup- 
posing mis  effect  is  produced,  said  Mr.  G.,  will  it 
notauo  be  considered  as  a  lure  throwD  out  to 
eDcoorage  those  agents  to  negotiate  in  their  pri- 
Tate  capacity  1  Certainly  one  effect  will  not  pre- 
Tent  the  other,  and  the  whole  of  the  subject  ought 
therefore  to  be  considered  together. 

It  is  said  that  any  kind  of  negotiation  which 
night  be  entered  into  with  any  afent  of  the  £z- 
erative  Directory,  whatever  may  m  the  ntnation 
of  that  agent,  ought  to  be  considered  as  lawful, 
because  we  ought  not  to  inquire  into  the  right 
which  aspersoD  has  to  exercise  a  power  ;  that  it 
is  enoogh  for  our  purpose  if  be  does  exercise  it. 
This  doctrine,  said  Mr.  G.,  will  not  apply  to  the 
eomminding  officer  of  any  island.  It  will  apply 
only  to  the  Goremment  of  a  nation,  and  not  to  a 
put  or  a  section  of  a  nation.  No  one  could  sup- 
pose it  right  to  treat  with  a  town,  or  any  foreign 
nation  which  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  from 
whaterer  source  the  person  proposing  to  treat 
might  liare  received  his  power.  The  case  is  dif- 
ferent with  respect  to  a  nation.  Whoever  exer- 
cises the  Government  of  a  nation,  is  supposed  to 
do  it  by  consent  of  the  nation.  This  rule  will 
not  apply  to  Colonies.  An  agent  in  an  island 
mulcr  toe  Goremmeot  of  France,  most  be  consi- 
dered as  an  affent  of  the  French  Gorernment. 
So  long  as  he  remains  an  agent  of  France,  it  is 
no  matter  to  us  whether  he  obtained  his  situation 
by  transporting  his  predecessor  in  office,  or  by  any 
other  improper  act ;  while  he  remains  an  agent  of 
tlie  French  Government,  he  must  be  considered 
u  nieh.  But  this  section  has  nothing  to  do  with 
tease  of  this  kind;  it  contemplates  a  period  when 
tltese  agents  shall  have  ceased  to  consider  them- 
telves  as  such  ;  when  they  shall  hare  thrown  off 
tlieir  illegtaBce  to  their  Government,  then  this  sec- 
tion ays,  we  shall  be  ready  to  negotiate  with  them. 

Mr.  G.  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  question 
eomei  to  this :  Is  it  proper  to  give  power  to  the 
President,  under  our  present  circumstances,  to  sti- 
pnlate  with  certain  agents,  that  in  case  they  will 
dBobty  their  Government,  by  declaring  them- 
■dves  independent,  or  by  throwing  themselves 
into  other  hands,  we  will  renew  oar  commercial 
iaiefeourse  with  joat  No  man,  said  Mr.  G.,  will 
deny  that  a  trade  this  kind  would  be  advan- 
tageoosto  the  United  States;  he  believed  it  to  be 
one  of  the  most  lucrative  branches  of  our  com- 
merce; bat  it  was  nevertheless  thought  proper, 
at  the  IsM  session,  to  suspend  it,  in  order,  as  then 
BQpposed.  to  effect  a  n-eater  good.  Therefore, 
diH  commerce  being  advantageous  to  the  United 
Btaiei,  is  not  a  snfficient  reason  why  this  measure 
*hoald  be  taken,  if  it  be  wrong  in  itself,  and  may 
Ifodoee  greater  miaehiefs  than  the  trade  can  do 
aigood. 


[H.orR. 

What,  said  Mr.  G.,  are  the  inconveniences 
which  would  arise  from  a  measure  of  this  kind? 
It  must  be  allowed,  io  the  first  place,  that  it  would 
give  the  lie  to  all  our  former  declarations  of  ab- 
horrence against  the  attempts  of  other  countries 
to  divide  the  people  of  a  nation  from  their  Gov- 
ernment; for  we  here,  said  he,  assume  the  ground 
that  it  is  proper  to  negotiate  and  stipulate  with  a 
part  of  the  people,  with  a  certain  district  of  a  coun- 
try, with  anv  person  who  shall  choose  to  say  that 
he  claims  the  right  of  governing  in  any  place. 
We  abandon  the  general  ground  of  treating  with 
a  foreign  Government,  and  determine  to  treat 
with  any  individual  who  may  either  have,  or 
claim  to  have,  authority.  Mr.  G.  believed  a  prin- 
ciple of  this  kind  at  all  times  improper ;  and  it 
would  be  peculiarly  improper  in  us  to  act  upon 
it,  with  respect  to  a  nation,  against  which  we 
have  so  many  grotmds  df  compuiint  of  this  kind. 
He  had  already  suted,  that  it  could  only  be  justi- 
fied in  a  state  of  war,  if  then,  to  hold  out  encour- 
a^ment  to  insurrection  and  rebellion  to  the  colo- 
nies of  another  country. 

But,  provided  the  act  be  justifiable,  would  it  be 
our  interest  to  do  it;  and  what  would  be  the  pro- 
bable effect  of  such  a  measure?  To  be  able  to 
speak  upon  this  point  with  perspicuity,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  investigate  the  real  object  of  this 
section  a  little  more  closely.  Mr.  G.  wished  gen- 
tlemen had  been  so  good  as  to  have  given  the 
House  all  the  information  they  possess  on  this 
subject;  he  wished  Congress  bad  received  what- 
ever official  information  there  may  be  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  archives  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or 
all  the  information  which  majr  exist  with  some 
gentlemen  on  this  fioor.  Deprived  of  this  infor- 
mation, said  Mr.  G.,  we  can  only  speak  of  what 
we  have  heard,  but  which,  he  believed,  suscepti- 
ble, in  some  degree,  of  proof. 

Mr.  G.  believed  he  might  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  this  section  was  not  inserted  to  meet  the  case 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland;  but 
for  the  admission  of  one  which  had  been  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  the  newspapers  for  some  time 
past.  He  meant  what  was  generally  understood 
by  the  mission  of  Toussaint,  a  black  General,  of 
St.  Domingo.  It  bad  been  asserted,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  the  arrival  of  a  supposed  agent,  that  he 
came  here  with  the  late  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  that  pt>rt;  that  he  brought  despatches 
from  Toussaint  to  our  Government.  Further 
than  this,  we  hare  teen,  in  some  of  the  newspa- 
pers printed  at  the  Eastward,  that  this  mission  ia 
likely  to  have  some  effect  We  have  seen  it  there 
suted,  that  the  President  is  neither  rash  nor  diffi- 
dent, and  that  good  effects  may  be  expected  to 
flow  from  this  mission."  So  far,  on  the  authority 
of  the  public  newspapers,  and  none  of  these  asser- 
tions have  been  denied. 

Should  I  be  doing  right^  said  Mr.  G..  to  say 
that  I  believe  that  this  section  of  the  bill  is  an 
effect  of  that  negotiation?  It  is  true  I  only  de- 
duce this  from  probability,  but  the  probabihty  is 
strong.  Mr.  Q.  said  he  knew  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  St.  Domingo  had  been  a  favorite  theme 
with  gentlemen,  and  they  had  made  an  appeal 
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upon  it  to  the  avarice  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  that,  io  case  of  war,  this  indepeodence 
would  be  of  advaatase  to  the  United  States,  and 
that,  during  a  time  of  peace,  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  prepared  for  this  event.  But  g^- 
tlemen  seem  to  think  that  the  public  mind  is  not 
jet  ready  for  this  change,  or  they  do  not  choose 
to  arow  the  object  of  this  mission.  Which,  he 
could  not  tell;  but  he  would  advise  those  ^ntle- 
men  who  have  received  information  on  this  sub- 
ject to  communicate  it.  Mr.  Q.  said  he  should  be 
nappy  to  know  the  subject  of  the  despatches  of 
G«ieral  Toussaint.  What  is  his  offer  to  our 
Qovemment?  Whether  his  ideas  go  to  indepen- 
dence or  noli  Whether  he  is  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  British  Governmeot,  or  not? 
Whether  the  sudden  and  extraordinary  evacua- 
tion of  St.  Domingo  by  General  Maitlaod  was  to 
promote  something  of  this  kind,  or  to  support  the 
force  of  Greneral  Toussainf?  He  should  wish  to 
know  what  is  the  disposition  of  the  Executive 
with  respect  to  this  business,  so  far  as  it  shall  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  of  these  gentlemen. 
He  would  aim  be  glad  to  know  the  disposition  of 
this  agent,  or  the  uatare  of  his  object,  at  least  so 
much  of  it  as  xazj  hare  escaped  at  an  y  petit  aoupir 
or  diiUr,  at  which  these  gentlemen  may  have 
been  parties?  If  any  such  information  could  be 
obtained,  it  might  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon 
the  subject,  u  he  should  be  mistaken  in  his 
views  01  it,  it  would  be  wholly  owing  to  his  being 
deprived  of  that  informatioo,  which  he  believed 
either  the  Executive,  or  some  of  the  members  on 
this  floor  possess. 

Mr.  Q.  believed  the  object  of  this  section  is 
to  give  encouragement  to  the  black  Geueral  in  his 
present  views.  A  single  sentiment  had  dropped 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Otis)  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  which  had  given 
riae  to  part  of  what  he  tuid  said  on  this  subject, 
and  which  led  him  to  believe  that  he  had  some 
information  which  he  ought  to  communicate.  He 
■aid,  "if  St.  Domingo  should  finally  be  indepen- 
dmt,  it  was  proper  to  cultivate  a  good  understand- 
ing with  that  island  at  present  and  not  refus^' — 
what?  "to  hold  out  certain  encouragement  to 
ilwm  in  such  an  event."  When?  Now ;  so  that 
we  ate  not  only  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding 
with  St.  Dormogo,  if  it  should  become  indepen- 
dent, but  in  the  expectation  of  it,  and  before  it 
lakes  place,  it  is  proper  to  cultivate  a  goodundsr- 
standmg  with  that  island,  by  holding  out  the  en- 
couragement proposed  by  this  bill.  This  was 
nothing  less  than  to  coniess  that  this  section  is 
intorted  in  the  bill  to  encourage  Toussaint  to  de- 
clare the  idand  independent.  Nay,  bis  views,  if 
he  is  a  man  of  sense,  must  go  further}  he  m^ast 
not  only  secure  a  temporary  trade,  but  he  would 
also  desire  to  know  whether  it  be  the  wish  of  thu 
country  that  Sl  Domingo  shoold  become  inde- 

Sndraotj  because  he  should  suppose  that  if  the 
svernment     the  United  States  was  opposed  to 
such  an  event,  a  temporary  trade  would  not  be  a 
sufficient  inducement  to  him  to'  throw  oS  his 
present  allegiance. 
To  me,  hdwerer,  said  Mr.  O.,  if  it  be  the  inten- 
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tion  of  the  General  to  declare  it,  the  indepeodence 
of  St.  Domingo  is  a  very  problematicat  event.  It 
would  certainly  be  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
to  oppose  an  attempt  of  this  kind;  since  it  could 
not  be  her  interest  to  have  a  black  Government 
there.  But  supposing  the  event  possible,  he  shoald 
consider  it  as  extremely  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  States.  Suppose  that  island,  with 
its  present  population,  under  present  circumstaa- 
ces.  should  oecome  an  independent  State.  What 
is  tnis  population?  It  is  known  to  consist,  almott 
altogether,  of  slaves  just  emancipated,  of  men  who 
received  their  first  education  under  the  lash  of  the 
whip,  and  who  have  been  initiated  to  liberty  only 
by  that  series  of  rapine,  pillage,  and  massacre,  that 
have  laid  waste  and  deluged  that  island  in  blood ; 
of  men,  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  if  altogetbcx 
independent,  are  by  no  means  likely  to  apply 
themselves  to  the  peaceable  cultivation  of  the 
country,  but  will  try  to  continue  to  liv&  as  here- 
tofore, by  plunder  and  depredations.    No  man, 
said  Mr.  G.,  wishes  more  than  I  do  to  see  an  abo- 
Utiou  of  slavery,  when  it  can  be  properly  e^ted; 
but  no  man  would  be  more  unwilling  than  I  in 
constitute  a  whole  nation  of  freed  slaves,  who  hid  | 
arrived  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  thus  to 
throw  80  many-wild  tigers  on  society.  If  the  popa*  | 
lation  of  St.  Domingo  can  remain  free  in  that  I 
island,  he  had  no  objection;  but,  however  fre&  he  I 
did  not  wish  to  have  them  independent,  and  be 
would  rather  see  them  under  a  government  that 
would  be  likely  to  keep  them  where  they  are,  sad 
prevent  them  from  committing  depredations  oot 
of  the  island.   But  if  they  were  left  to  govern 
themselves,  they  might  become  more  troubFesome 
to  us,  in  our  commerce  to  the  West  Indies,  than 
the  Al^erines  ever  were  in  the  MediterraneaD; 
they  might  also  become  dangerous  neighbors  to 
the  Southern  States,  and  an  asylum  for  renegii- 
does  from  those  parts. 

This  being  the  case,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  must  de- 
precate every  eneouragonent  which  may  be  held 
out  to  produce  such  an  event.  Did  not  gentle- 
men recollect  what'an  alarm  was  sounded  last 
year,  with  respect  to  the  probability  of  an  inva* 
slon  of  the  Southern  States  from  the  West  Indies; 
an  alarm  upon  wbieh  some  of  the  strongest  meas- 
ures of  the  last  session  were  grounded?  Mr.  G. 
could  not  help  hoping,  there  would  be  a  general 
wish  not  to  lake  any  measure  which  may  imbody 
so  dangerous  a  description  of  men  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, whose  object  ma^  be  plunder,  and  who 
:  might  visit  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  spread  their  views  among  the  negro 
people  there,  and  excite  dangerous  insurrections 
among  them.  He  did  not  wifh,  therefore,  to  see 
this  l»ack  population  independent;  and  that  the 
interest  will  be  wholly  black  is  clear.  The  Gen- 
eral is  black,  and  his  agent  here  is  married  ma 
black  woman  in  this  city.  Mr.  G.  did  not  mean 
by  this  to  throw  any  reflection  upon  the  GeneiaL 
He  believed  be  had  behaved  well  to  Americans. 
His  remarks  were  general,  and  were  only  intend- 
ed to  show  that  it  would  lie  with  a  black  popula- 
tion we  must  treat. 

But  Mr.  G.  believed  conduct  of  this  kind  wonU 
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have  the  elStet  to  remore  to  an  immense  distance 
any  expeetation  of  an  accommodation  of  oar  dis- 

Ctes  with  France.  We  have,  continued  he,  jnttt 
il  despatches  laid  upon  our  table  from  Mr.  Ger- 
rr,  one  of  oar  late  Commusioners  to  the  French 
Republic,  hf  which  we  are  told  that  he  beliered 
there  exists  in  that  CJoTeroment  a  sincere  desire 
to  treat  with  us.  Since  those  dispatches  were 
eommnnicated.  it  is  true,  that  the  Secretary  of 
9ute  has  sent  m  a  report,  in  which  be  endearors 
to  prore  the  deduction  of  Mr.  Gierry  unfounded. 
Be  it  so.  At  leastj  be  believed,  without  entering 
into  an  examination  of  the  despatches,  or  the 
Secretary  of  Slate's  reasoning  upon  them,  it  must 
be  allowed  that  appearances  are  more  favorable 
at  present  than  they  were  nine  months  ago.  The 
dittsters  which  had  happened  to  the  neets  of 
PiaDce,  her  want  of  success  in  other  parts,  the 
determined  tone  assamed  by  all  the  neutral  Pow- 
cn,  and  other  oecnnenees,  bare  rendered  it  more 
die  interest  of  France  to  treat  with  us  than  it 
was  nine  months  ago.  So  that  the  prosit  is 
lather  better  of  an  bonoratde  accommodation  of 
oar  difeences.  Wliile  things  are  thus  situated, 
and  after  we  hare  made  a  declaration,  by  echo- 
ing the  seotimeat  contained  in  the  President's 
Speech  respecting  the  rights  of  embassy,  that  we 
are  still  ready  to  treat  on  honorable  terms,  it 
wo«ld,  in  his  opinion,  be  highly  iinpolitic  to  rhange 
our  ground,  and  take  the  most  ofiensive,  a  ground 
that  wonid  show  out-  desire  for  war,  and  not  only 
for  war  but  a  war  of  extermination ;  for  no  meas- 
are  could  be  taken  which  could  affect  a  nation  in 
a  more  lively  manner,  than  an  attempt  lo  detach 
from  it  its  colonies,  by  giving  an  encouragement 
10  insurrection.  Eren,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  we  were 
ofalig[ed  to  goto  war  with  France,  it  would  be  im- 
politic lo  lake  a  step  of  this  kind.  Every  war 
orast  be  terminated  by  a  treaty;  and  we  shall  be 
able  to  obtain  better  conditions  if  a  project  like 
tUa  be  not  attempted ;  and,  in  case  the  attempt  at 
tadependence  by  the  Island  was  not  to  succeed, 
we  shoidd  cut  op  by  the  root  a  branch  of  the  most 
adwita^eoos  part  of  otfr  commerce  for  ever.  In 
his  opinion,  we  ought  neither  to  recede  from  the 
ground  taken,  nor  take  new  ground,  but  let  our 
measares,  whatever  they  are,  be  such  as  are  cal- 
cnlated  to  affi«t  the  nation  altogether,  and  not 
any  particular  part  of  it.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  section  would  be  strnck  out. 

The  committee  rose,  had  leare  to  sit  again,  and. 
the  HoDte  adjourned. 


WsnnBsoAY,  January  23. 

Mr.  8.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  respecting  quarantine  and 
health  laws,  which  was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  JoBiia  PAREBB,from  the  Navy  Committee, 
repcHied  a  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  Slates  Mr.  P.  stating  the  bill  was 
very  long,  and  related  entirely  to  the  government 
of  the  nary,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  de- 
lain  the  House  in  reading  it.  The  readme  was 
therefore  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
fOMeij  and  was  committed. 
6Ul  C011.--68 
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The  bill  amhorizing  the  reimbursement  oi 
money  expended  in  rendering  aid  to  sick  and  di^ 
abled  seamen  in  foreign  countries  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
taking  an  ennmeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Unitra  States,  to  which  they  had  eKtheredf  was 
taken  up ;  and  the  question  being  "  will  the  House 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate^s 
amendment,"  (which  was  to  postpone  the  enume- 
ration for  a  year,)  it  was  negatived,  26  rotes  only 
being  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  laid  the  following  resolution  oa 
the  table: 

"Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean  s 
be  inslnicted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  angment- 
ing  tiie  salary  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  EzecB- 
tive  Dflpartmmt  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie. 

PROJECTION  OF  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  it  bad  been  found  that  the 
act  passed  last  session  for  the  protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen,  was  ioefiectual,  by  udmittiog  per- 
sons to  receive  protections  who  are  not  entitl^  to 
them,  and  by  that  means  taking  from  than  all 
credit.  He  therefore  proposed  the  following  rea* 
olution :  ^ 

'*ReKhed,  That  a  otmunittee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire  and  rwort,by  trill  <n- othorvraMt  whether  any  and 
what  altsntuow  aie  nsesssaiy  in  the  act  fis  the  valiar 
and  protectiim  of  American  saamen." 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  appointed. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  on  the 
bill  further  to  suspend  our  commercial  intereooraa 
with  France,  and  Mr.  Nicholas's  motitm  to 
strike  out  the  1st  section  being  still  under  connd- 
eratton, 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  bill  was  far  the  greater 
part  of  it  nearly  a  renewal  of  the  old  law,  which 
expires  on  the  4th  of  March  next ;  and  the  ai^o- 
ments  used  in  support  of  the  present  motion  go 
rather  to  ^n  abandonment  of  the  law  as  now  u 
force,  than  to  show  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
the  section.  This  opinion  would  be  justified,  ht 
thought,  by  taking  a  view  of  those  clauses  of  the 
law  which  may  be  considered  as  aimed  at  by  theia 
arguments.  To  what  does  Ae  present  law,  said 
Mr.  S.,  relate?  Our  citizens  are  prohibited  from 
going  to  certain  places  with  their  commerce,  riz : 
to  the  territory  of  the  French  Republic,  to  the 
dependencies  thereoC,  to  the  West  Indies,  or  else- 
where, under  the  acknowledged  Ooremment  of 
France.  Our  vessels  are,  therefore,  only  prerent- 
ed  from  going  to  places  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  Republic.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  endeavored  to  show  that  by  the 
territory  of  the  French  Republic  or  the  dependen- 
cies thereof,"  are  included  all  the  actual  possess- 
ions of  France ;  and  that  by,  "  or  to  any  place  in 
the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere  under  the  acknowl- 
edged OovemmeDt  of  France,"  are  meant  places 
which  might  come  into  tbev  possesAon  m  the 
cotttse  of  the  war.  He  therefore  sni^posas  that 
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thouffb  a  part  of  the  Piench  West  India  islands 
shoivd  be  conquered,  an^  go  into  other  bands,  still 
our  intercourse  with  them  would  be  prohibited  by 
this  law. 

This  idea,  Mr.  S.  said,  could  not  be  considered 
as  baring  any  foundation,  since  the  law  was  in- 
tended to  operate  against  the  French  only.  Sup- 
pose, said  Mr.  S.,  a  merchant  sends  his  vessel  to 
the  West  Indies  at  a  time  when  he  supposes  Gaa- 
d^oupe  is  in  possession  of  Great  Britain.  In  sucb 
ease,  the  vessel  jGoav  safelv  eater  that  port ;  though 
if  it  had  remaioea  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
and  she  had  ^ne  in,  she  would  have  been  liable 
to  the  penalties  of  the  lav.  Mr.  S.  could  not  see 
any  difference  between  this  eaae  and  a  place 
changing  its  own  Government.  The  aim  of  this 
law  not  being  to  injure  ogr  own  cituens  by  de- 
priving them  of  this  trade,  but  because,  in  prose- 
cuting that  commerce,  the  French  Republic  have 
gainM  the  advantages  of  it  instead  of  our  citi- 
zens.  This  construction  of  th'e  act,  said  Mr.  S., 
is  Airther  confirmed  by  considering  the  words  "or 
shall  be.employed  in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with 
or  for  any  person  resident  within  the  jurisdiction 
or  tmder  the  authority  of  the  French  Republic." 
If  one  of  the  French  islands  shall  declare  itsdf 
indepeodfent,  any  per^n  residing  there  could  not 
be  said  to  "reside  under  the  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority of  the  French  Republic."  Let  us  consider 
a  question  to  arise  between  two  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Suppose  one  of  our  vessels  comes 
from  an  island  which  has  been  conquered  from 
.  the  French,  and  a  citizen  seizes  her  as  coming 
/rom  a  French  island,  would  it  not  be  competent 
for  the  owner  to  show  that  though  the  island  from 
which  he  sailed  had  been  a  membo*  of  France  it 
was  not  now  so?  Such  a  defence  would  cer- 
tainly be  complete.  Therefore,  all  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Penoaylvania  apply 
to  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  not  in  support  of 
this  motion.  The  gentleman  says  he  is  now  un- 
willing to  change  the  state  of  tbincs  which  he 
was  always  before  opposed  to;  but  ne  certainly 
argues  in  support  of  a  change  favorable  to  France, 
in  relation  to  her  colonies.  Mr.  S.  acbvowledged 
wrought  not  to  encourage  rebellion  in  the  colo- 
nies of  any  foreign  Power;  but  our  merchants, 
in  {HTOsecuting  their  commerce,  hare  nothing  to 
do  with  the  political  situation  of  the  coaotry  to 
which  they  go. 

Considering  this  bill,  therefore,  as  a  mere  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  justified  so  far  as  the  law 
goes.  Mr.  S.  could  not  admit  the  arguments  of  the 
centleraan  from  Pennsylvania  to  have  any  weight. 
Bir.  8.  said,  he  would  adduce  authorities  to  the 
committee  to  show  that  erery  nation  is  perfectly 
free  with  respect  to  their  commerce,  tnoogh  it 
seemed  strange  that  there  should  be  occasion  for 
proof  in  so  clear  a  case.  He  should  aUb  show 
that  where  there  is  rebellion  in  a  colony  against 
the  mother  country,  it  does  not  change  the  ground 
with  respect  to  commerce,  but  that  a  nation  has  a 
perfect  nght  lo  trade  there,  if  she  thinks  it  expe- 
dient In  passing  the  law,  Mr.  S.  said,  Congress 
might  hare  made  exceptions  in  favor  of  any  part 
of  the  possessions  of  France  j  and  we  ate  now 


proposing  not  to  eicq>t  any  particular  part  hf 
name,  but  to  declare  a  condition  upon  which  we 
will  open  a  trade  with  any  part  thereof;  and 
tatnly  if  the  restraint  can  oe  laid  altogether,  it  can 
be  modified  as  we  please. 

[Mr.  S.  read  extracts  frcnn  Vattd  in  support  of 
his  opinions.] 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  made 
some  objections  to  this  doctrine  on  a  more  gene- 
ral ground.  Upon  the  possibility  of  a  change  of 
our  conduct  with  respect  to  our  commerce  bar- 
ing an  effect  upon  some  of  the  possessions  of 
France ;  and  has  said  that  in  case  of  oar  gn>ing  to 
any  port  or  idace  in  reballion  against  its  Qorem- 
meut,  it  will  be  to  desert  onr  former  princij^w, 
and  give  the  lie  to  all  forma-  declarations  against 
the  French,  on  account  of  their  attempts  every- 
where to  dfvide  the  people  from  their  Govern- 
ments. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  show,  Mr.  S.  said,  how 
our  carrying  on  our  commerce  with  any  country 
was  to  attempt  to  divide  the  people  frtun  their 
Government.  The  gentleman  has  supposed,  wluit 
is  foreign  to  this  bill,  that  a  treaty  is  m  agitation 
with  General  Tonssaint,  and  that  a  missionary  is 
here  with  whom  the  treaty  is  to  be  condoded. 
The  gentleman  had  evidently  introduced  this  sub- 
ject to  pass  a  slur  on  the  councils  of  this  conntiT. 
This  bUl  cannot  produce  such  a  treaty.  The  only 
object  of  this  bill  is  to  ^ve  the  President  power, 
when  he  finds  any  particular  colony  has  chaogea 
its  conduct  with  respect  to  us,  to  open  our  com- 
merce with  that  plac^'withoul  afieeting  in  any 
respect  the  poliucal  relatioiu  between  the  two 
countries. 

It  is  well  known,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  situatitm 
of  the  French  possessions  is  very  uncertain,  the 
mother  country  having  in  a  great  degree  forsaken 
them.  They  nave  no  military  force  there;  thej 
are,  therefore,  supported  by  themselves  and  their 
own  force.  It  is  irae,  there  is  still  a  nominal  ac- 
knowledgment of  dependence  on  the  mother  coon- 
try  ;  but  the  Governors  of  the  islands  have  fre- 
quently contravened  the  decrees  of  the  mother 
country;  or,  when  inconvenient,  they  have  changed 
them,  and  acted  independently  of  any  other  ao- 
thority.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  might 
well  become  a  question  with  the  Governors  in  the 
West  Indies,  whether  they  will  change  their  con- 
duct towards  tis  by  restraining  their  pnrateera, 
^d  prerentinc[  American  ressds  from  being  con- 
demned in  their  ports,in  order  to  receive  the  ben- 
efits of  our  commerce.  We  mi^ht  then  open  onr 
intercourse  with  such  island,  being  delirered  from 
the  mischiefs  which  gave  rise  to  the  suspension, 
especially  since  this  commerce,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylrania  has  acknowledged,  is  of  all 
others  the  most  beneficial  to  this  countiy. 

Mr.  S.  had  heard  no  objection  to  this  power  be- 
in^' placed  in  the  President.  Great  advantages 
will  be  derived  from  placing  it  there.  During  the 
long  recess  of  Confess  great  changes  may  take 
place — changes  which  may  make  it  beneficial  to 
the  people  ol  the  United  States  to  have  the  inter- 
course opened.  We  know  also,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
in  Spain  and  some  other  countries,  privateers  are 
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eocouraged;  and  if  this  encouragement  should 
coDttQue,  it  will  be  highly  expedient  that  the  bus- 
peasion  of  intercourse  should  be  extended  to  those 
countries,  which  might  be  done  in  the  recess, 
without  waiting  for  an  extraordiDBry  call  of  Con- 
gress. 

Without  enlarging  further  on  the  subject,  the 
bUl  appeared  to  Mr.  S.  rery  necessary  at  present, 
and  it  would  be  proper,  in  his  opinion,  to  retain 
this  section. 

ilr.  8.  Smith  said,  that  if  he  thought  with  the 
gentleman  from  Penn&ylrania,  that  the  clause  un- 
der consideration  was  connected  with  the  missicHi 
&om  Toussaint,  and  the  separation  of  Hispaniola 
from  France,  or  with  an  intention  of  dividing  the 
people  of  that  islaod  from  their  Government,  he 
should  also  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  it  would  be  productive  of  none  but  good 
effects  to  this  coontry,  he  was  in  favor  of  retaining 
the  clause. 

It  might  be  well,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  relation  which  had  subsisted  between  France 
and  her  colonies  for  some  years  back.  Early  in 
the  Revolution,  Santhonax  and  Polverel  were 
sent  as  Commissiouers  to  Hispaniola,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  governing  the  island,  and  to  carry  into 
effect  the  decree  of  the  French  Government  for 
Ubeiating  the  slaves.  They  conducted  themselves 
in  a  friendly  manner  towards  America,  but  de- 
stractivelr  to  the  northern  part  of  Hispaniola,  and 
particularly  towards  Cape  Francois.  The  disas- 
trous contest  which  took  place  between  the  whites 
and  blacks,  to  the  destruction  of  the  former,  is 
well  known.  From  the  abuse  of  their  power, 
these  Commissioaers  were  recalled.  Polverd  had 
not  sufiScient  courage  to  appear  before  the  French 
Qoverament,  and  put  an  end  to  his  existence. 
Santhonax  went  to  France,  and  was  sent  out 
again  to  the  island.  Still  he  was  favorable  to  this 
country,  until  the  decree  of  France  which  declared 
chat  their  vessels  of  war  should  treat  neutral  ves- 
sels in  the  same  manner  as  neutral  Powers  suffer- 
ed Great  Britain  to  treat  them.  Santhonax  then 
issued  his  decree  of  December,  1797,  and  Ameri- 
can vessels  were  taken  and  carried  into  His- 
pnniola  indiscriminately,  and  nnsnspectingly,  not 
under  the  authority  of  France,  but  under  the 
authority  of  this  agent.  Not  content  with  this 
abase  of  his  power,  Santhonax  sent  Deforneaux, 
the  Conunissioner  of  Guadeloupe,  to  the  south 
side  of  Hispaniola,  to  carry  his  plans  into  ef- 
fect there ;  but  Rigaud,  a  man  of  color,  and  an 
honest  man,  who  had  gained  the  esteem  of  the 
people,  who  was  in  power  there,  frustrated  the 
attempt.  Deforneaux  attempted  to  escape,  but 
was  taken  and  sent  to  ITraoce.  We  see,  tnere- 
fore,  that  Santhonax  made  no  ncruple  to  set  aside 
the  decrees  of  France;  and  in  this  manner  has 
Rigaud  ever  done,  repealing  and  preventing  the 
execution  of  the  decrees  of  France,  whenever  he 
disliked  them.  And  was  Rigaud  punished  by 
France  for  thus  exercising  his  power  or  not?  No ; 
he  was  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  south 
side  of  the  island  for  having  sent  off  Deforneaux. 
Biedonrille  succeeded  Santhonax  in  the  Govem- 
menc.  and  faronght  with  him  the  power  to  execute 


or  not,  as  he  Judged  proper,  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
rectory direciing  the  capture  of  neutral  vessels 
with  British  manufactures  on  board.  He  deter- 
mined that  this  decree  should  not  be  carried  into 
effect  against  vessels  bound  to  Hispaniola.  Did 
he  carry  his  purpose  into  effect?  So  far  as  his 
(Mr.  S.'s)  information  went,  he  did. 

Here,  then,  we  see  Hedouville  setting  aside  the 
decrees  of  France ;  and  Rigaud  has  not  only  pre* 
vented  American  vessels  from  being  condemned, 
but  has  thrown  the  captains  of  privateers  into 
prison  for  daring  to  bring  in  American  vessels, 
and  has  caused  snch  as  have  been  carried  into 
Jacquemel,on  account  of  not  having  a  rotttPequi' 
page,  to  be  delivered  up  immediately.  Victor 
Hugues,  upon  the  recallof  Mr.  Adet,  ordered  that  all 
ves^s  carrying  on  trade  to  what  he  called  rebd 
ports,  should  be  brought  in  and  made  legal  prizes 
of.  This  was  another  separate  authority.  He  af- 
terwards issued  orders  for  the  condemnation  of 
vessels  coming  into  Guadalonpe  with  a  supercargo, 
who  should  either  be  an  Irish  or  a  Scotchman, 
though  they  had '  every  necessary  paper  on  board 
to  show  that  they  were  bound  to  that  port,  and 
vessels  were  condemned  for  this  alone ;  and  this 
is  not  seen  in  any  of  the  decrees  of  France.  Mr. 
S.  understood  this  clause  as  intended  to  meet  eases 
of  this  kind ;  and,  so  far  from  this  being  offensive 
to  France,  it  must  be  quite  the  reverse.  Under 
this  law,  saidMr.  S.,  the  President  will  be  enaUed 
to  say  to  these  special  agents, "  if  you  will  suspend 
your  decrees  with  respect  to  your  islands  our 
trade  shall  be  opened  to  you,"  and  by  this  means 
give  to  our  citizens  a  commerce  which  is  a  mine 
of  gold  to  them.  Such  a  conduct,  he  thought, 
must  appear  to  every  one  perfectly  reasonable. 

The  gentleman  irom  Pennsylvania  says  that 
the  independence  of  Hispaniola  would  be  daneer* 
ous  to  the  Southern  States.  But  does  this  bill, 
said  Mr.  S.,  contemplate  any  such  thing?  Does 
it  not  say  that  the  agents  must  be  under  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France  1  If  the  island  were  to  declare 
itself  independent,  we  could  not,  said  he,  prevent 
our  merchants  from  trading  with  it ;  or  if  it  should 
be  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  iney  would  trade  with  it 
at  all  risks,  without  ctHuing  under  this  act.  This 
bill  seems,  instead  of  encouraging  the  independ- 
ence of  the  island,  to  place  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  it  It  promises  to  the  commanding  officer  the 
trade  of  this  country,  so  long  as  he  remains  at- 
tached to  France,  and  forbears  to  depredate  upon 
our  commerce ;  but  the  moment  he  oeelares  him- 
self independent,  that  promise  is  no  longer  binding. 

Certain  words  in  this  clause  are  complained  oi  j 
and  Mr.  S,  owned  he  did  not  like  them  himself. 
He  meant  the  words,  "shall  clearly  disavow;" 
and,  if  this  motion  should  not  prevail,  he  would 
move  to  strike  them  out.  He  should  be  satisfied 
if  the  islands  refrained  from  depredating  upon  our 
trade,  without  making  anv  disavowal.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  could  by  no  means  nring  his  mind  to  be- 
lieve that  this  clause  could  give  encouragemmt  to 
the  people  of  Hispaniola  to  rebel  agamst  their 
country.  Toussaint,  said  he,  is  not  the  only  Gov- 
emor  m  that  island.  Bwaud,  wh&  as  he  had  at 
ready  stated,  is  a  nun  of  color  and  a  mu  of  ex- 
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edlent  character,  who  has  g^r«at  bold  of  the  afiec- 
tions  of  the  people,  and  whose  attichmeDts  are 
also  strong:  to  the  French  Gh)Teinment,  has  also  a 
eonsiderabie  share  of  authority- ;  and  Tonssaint, 
in  his  opinion,  would  not  on  this  account  dare  to 
declare  the  island  independent. 

But  suppose,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  independence 
were  to  take  place,  would  all  the  danger  to  this 
eountiy  actually  take  place  which  has  been  slated? 
In  his  opinion  the  reverse  would  be  true.  Refuse 
to  these  people  our  commerce,  and  the  prorisions 
of  which  they  stand  in  need,  and  yon  compel 
them-to  become  pirates  and  dangeroiu  neighbors 
to  the  Bonthera  States;  but,  so  Ton^  as  you  snp- 
I^y  them,  they  will  turn  their  attention  totheem- 
tiTation  of  their  plantations.  If,  on  the  conteary, 
diey  once  get  a  taste  for  plunder,  they  will  never 
settle  to  labor. 

Mr.  S.  obserred  that  it  was  the  other  day  said 
that  truth  was  the  characteristic  of  the  Federal 
party.  It  might  be  so,  though  he  had  found  it 
otherwise ;  but  the  chartcteiistics  of  party,  he  ob- 
serred,  always  is  detraction,  suspicion,  and  jeal- 
ousy, whether  it  be  called  this  or  that.  On  the 
present  occasion  he  found  jealousy  and  donbts  had 
intruded  on  the  miads  of  gentlemen  who  wonld. 
mt  other  times,  see  Tery  differently.  He  did  not 
mean  to  throw  any  censure  upon  them  on  this 
aceoontjbecause  they  doohtleaii  believe  themselves 
right.  This  party  spirit,  said  Mr.  8.,  is  every- 
irhere  to  be  found.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut had  the  other  day  said  that  he  (Mr.  S.) 
had  constantly  voted  against  every  measure  of 
defence,  yet  if  he  would  have  read  the  Journals, 
he  woultl  have  found  the  reverse  the  fact.  [The 
Chairman  doubted  whether  this  was  connected 
with  the  question.]  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying 
that  the  more  gentlemen  think  on  the  subject,  the 
more  they  will  be  convinced  the  bill  is  not  preg- 
■ant  with  the  mischiefs  which  they  apprehend. 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  said  it  would  be  difficult  to  as- 
certain precisely  where  truth  is  to  be  found  ;  whe- 
ther in  the  extremes  of  party  or  in  a  middle 
Murse.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  party 
men  are  always  in  the  wrong ;  therefore  be  sup- 
posed that  gentleman  to  be  of  opinion  that  those 
whoTibrate  between  two  parties  are  always  in 
die  right  In  considering  thisquesti<ai,  he  should 
do  it  acconiiag  to  his  best  judgment.  If  bis  mind 
should  be  so  operated  upon  by  party  spirit  as  not 
to  see  the  truth,  it  would  be  bis  misfortune. 

He  believed,  as  he  had  already  stated,  that  this 
bill,  as  it  now  stands,  will  authorize  the  President 
to  negotiate  with  the  subordinate  agents  of  a  Gov- 
ernment against  the  will  of  that  Oorernment, 
and  thereby  promote  a  separation  between  the 
agent  and  his  Government,  by  holding  out  a  tempt- 
ation to  do  cerisin  acts  not  warranted  by  tne 
Qovemment.    The  House  had  been  told,  by  two 

Sntlemen  from  Massachusetts,  that  this  cannot  be 
e  operation  of  the  law,  because  it  has  no  relation 
to  a  revolted  colony ;  that  when  a  revolt  once  takes 
place,  the  trade  will  open  of  itself,  as  the  territory 
will  no  longer  be  oiufer  the  authority  of  France. 
He  wished  to  inqmie  into  the  truth  of  this  doc- 
trinci,  lAAsh  one  gentlenu  bu  aiaerted  and  an- 
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other  has  endeavored  to  prove.  Mr.  N.  asked  if 
Toossaint  should  to-morrow  declare  himself  inde- 
pendent, would  the  President  be  authorized  to  di> 
rect  the  Collector  of  the  customs  to  consider  St.  Do- 
mingo as  no, longer  coming  under  the  present 
lawl  In  his  own  opinion,  he  could  not,  becsus* 
it  would  be  contrar;^  to  the  practice  of  any  other 
Gtorernment ;  and,  if  done,  would  give  the  lie  to 
all  the  professions  made  by  us  on  subjects  of  .  this 
kind.  When  the  separation  merdy  eommeoces; 
when  we  know  nothing  of  the  means  which  the 
rerolters  possess,  but  b^ause  some  person  ehoosa 
to  declare  a  place  independent,  shall  our  Govern- 
ment interfere  and  acknowledge  such  a  place  in- 
dependent? He  asked  whether  any  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  who  are  so  frequently  called  disof- 

fanizers,  had  ever  broached  a  doctrine  like  this? 
le  knew  very  well,  without  the  authority  of  Vat- 
tel,  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bad 
introduced,  that  any  nation  is  at  liberty  to  take 
part  in  a  rebellion  ;  but  it  is  a  good  cause  of  war. 
When  a  revolution  is  effected,  then  the  country 
revolting  becomes  independent,  and  any  nation 
may  treat  with  it  according  to  its  will.  But,  if 
you  take  part  with  ihe  revolters,  you  place  your- 
selves on  the  same  ground  with  them  in  rnpect 
to  the  (Government  revolted  against.  And^  said 
he^  in  case  we  give  any  assistance  to  any  idaad 
beicmging  to  France,  in  its  rerolt  against  that 
Government,  we  place  ourselves  in  a  state  of  war. 
The  only  q|nestion  would  be  whether  we  ought  to 
run  this  risk  t  The  gentleman  last  up,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, has  taken  it  for  granted  that  this  may 
be  the  effect  of  the  law,  and  has  attempted  to  just- 
ify it.  He  has  declared  that  after  any  i^nd  shall 
have  declared  itself  independent,  no  captain  of  a 
vessel  could  be  recovered  against  for  a  breach  of 
bis  bond.  Mr.  N.  asked  whether  the  gentlemsn 
could  suppose  that  any  of  the  courts  of  this  conn- 
try,  who  are  the  peculiar  defenders  of  order,  and 
who  are  to  keep  down  all  dispositions  to  violate 
it,  would  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  moment 
any  rebellious  agent  shall  declare  a  colony  inde- 
pendent, it  is  to  be  considered  as  realty  become 
so?  Mr.  N.  did  not  believe  this  opinion  coold  be 
seriously  avowed. 

But  tne  gendeman  says  that,  while  any  island 
remains  under  the  Goremment  of  France,  it  win 
be  no  Tioladon  of  the  ri^ts  of  France,  no  com- 
mitment of  the  peace  of  this  country,  to  agree,  oa 
certain  conditions,  to  trade  with  it,  while  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  is  interdicted  with  the  nation 
and  ^ssessions  generally ;  because  a  nation  has 
the  right  to  trade  with  whom  it  pleases,  and  to 
except  any  part  of  such  nation  which  it  may 
think  proper.  Snppose  this  doctrine  were  admit- 
ted, what  does  it  prove  1  Will  it  prove  that  we 
may  hold  out  an  invitation  to  a  part  of  a  coontry 
to  commence  trade  with  you,  when  that  inritt- 
tion  requires  an  abandonment  of  the  orders  of  the 
Government  to  which  it  belongs.  Certainly  aoL 
The  case  he  has  staled  coold  only  operate  with 
the  consent  of  the  foreign  Qovemment. 

Mi.  N.  beUered  gentlemen  are  wrong  in  theff 
ctmstmction  of  the  present  lav,  when  they  say  n 
Tonasaint  were  to  declare  hinudf  independent  to- 
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morrow,  that  the  Executire  might  immediately 
consider  him  so,  and  direct  trade  to  be  carried  on 
with  that  island  as  heretofore.  He  believed  the 
President  would  not  do  it,  and  that  the  present 
clause  of  this  hill  is  founded  upon  the  certainty 
that  be  would  not.  If  this  is  the  case,  the  same 
objection  is  in  full  force  against  the  wording  of 
this  section.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
first  up,  seems  to  acknowledge  that  this  law  is 
to  have  this  operation.  He  says,  St.  Domingo 
may  become  independent,  and  tlut  therefore  it  is 
higiiljr  proper  we  should  let  them  know  what  de- 
pmdanee  they  may  hare  upon  us ;  to  let  them 
Know  that  they  may  expect  all  the  advantages  of 
independence.  Is  not  this,  said  Mr.  N.,  an  acknow- 
ledgiaent  of  the  effect  wnich  this  law  will  have? 
That  the  moment  they  throw  off  the  French  yoke, 
they  will  receive  all  the  assistance  from  this  coun- 
try which  a  free  commerce  can  give  them  ?  Mr. 
N.  ttiought  the  gentleman  himself  inflicted  the 
deepest  wound  on  this  bill,  for  gentlemen  cannot 
say  that  such  an  assurance  is  not  a  temptation  to 
commit  the  act. 

fiut  it  is  said,  we  are  mistaken  in  the  meaning 
of  this  law,  continued  Mr.  N.,  and  that  it  relates 
only  to  persons  exercising  authority  under  the 
French  Govonment.  The  words  are,  "any  per- 
son claiming  and  exercising  authority  f*  so  that  a 
place  may  Iwlongtothe  French  Repnblie,  and  yet 
nor  nsarper  may  "  claim  and  exercise  an  author- 
ity'' there.  Indeed,  it  is  expressly  calculated  to 
meet  a  case  of  rebellion. 

But  gentlemen  tell  the  committee  that^ however 
these  words  may  be  construed,  it  is  not  the  mean- 
ins  of  gentlemen  that  they  should  operate  in  any 
other  way  than  to  meet  that  power  which  appears 
to  be  vested  in  the  agents  of  tbe  French  Qovern- 
ment  in  the  West  Indies,  to  exempt  their  islands 
from  the  laws  of  the  mother  country,  whenever 
they  are  found  inconvenient.  Tbe  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  produced  tbe  proclamation  of 
HedonviUe  in  support  of  this  opinion.  As  be  un- 
derstood that  proclamation,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  amount- 
ed to  no  more  thatt  this,  that  provisions  and  dry 
goods,  when  destined  to  St.  Domingo,  should  be 
received  there.  Does  this,  said  he^  make  a  case 
npon  wMeh  this  bill  can  operate  ?  It  does  not ; 
ud  every  one  must  admit  that  this  clause  was  not 
meant  to  apply  to  Hedouville. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Habpbk,)  whom  be  must  take  the  liberty  of  say- 
ing from  being  a  declaimer  against  tbe  practice  of 
dividing  the  people  from  their  Ctovernment,  is 
now  become  an  advocate  of  the  doctrine,  but  who 
seems  to  have  lost  much  of  the  force  and  energy 
which  he  has  heretofore  displayed — says  this 
bill  will  not  promote  disorganization,  because  pri- 
Tateeibg  is  a  privilege  of  the  colonists,  hut  it  is 
not  their  duty ;  that  they  may,  therefore,  privateer 
•r  not  at  their  will. 

Mr.  N.  5aid,  he  would  state  a  case,  in  order  to 
try  the  gentleman's  doctrine.  Suppose  we  make 
«n  agreement  of  the  kind  proposed  with  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  a  cruiser  of  France  should  carry  in 
there  one  of  our  vessels,  and  demand  eondemna- 
tiam,  he  wished  to  Ipvnr  whethn  Hm  Oovnnor 
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would  consider  the  orders  which  he  had  received 
from  France  or  the  agreement  which  he  had  en- 
tered into  with  our  Government  paramount?  Mr. 
N.  referred  to  what  bad  been  said  about  consider- 
ing every  Government  in  existence  as  legal.  With 
respect  to  a  nation  the  doctrine  was  correct;  but 
could  not  apply  to  the  usurpation  of  power  in  a 
colony. 

Mr.  N.  could  readily  believe  that  the  trade  of 
St.  Domingo  is  very  valuable  to  this  country,  and 
tbe  assertion  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
that  it  is  a  "mine  oi  gold,"  had  confirmed  that 
opinion ;  and  he  was  really  afraid  that  that  gen- 
tleman's  representing  ^  commercial  part  oi  the 
country,  and  being  himself  deeply  engaged  in  com- 
merce, the  tm^iortance  of  this  trade  may  have  too 
much  weight  in  deciding  a  question  of  this  kind, 
and  be  a  mean  of  disr^rarding  the  evils  which  may 
arise  from  it ;  but  Mi.  N.  was  of  opinion,  that  a 
solid  peace  would  be  far  more  beneficial  to  con^- 
merce  generally,  than  any  temporary  advantage 
of  this  kind.  Besides,  the  principle  upon  which 
such  advantages  would  be  built,  is  something  sim- 
ilar to  that  wnich  would  actuate  a  man  to  fall 
upon  tbe  property  ot  his  neighbor,  because  he  is 
richer  thaji  himself. 

But  does  not  the  same  gentleman  tell  the  House 
that  the  powers  in  St.  Domingo  are  pretty  e^oally 
balanced  between  General  Toussaint  andRigaua, 
and  that,  therefore,  if  Toussaint  attempted  to  es- 
tablish the  independence  of  tbe  island,  there  could 
be  no  certainty  of  his  success ?  Why,  then,  said 
Mr.  N.,  should  we  go  into  a  measure  which  might 
produce  war  between  the  two  countries,  when  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  it  is  so  very  doubt- 
ful ?  And  he  thought  the  danger  from  the  pto- 
ceeding  was  heightened  by  the  circumstance 
which  gentlemen  have  mentioned  of  there  being 
so  very  large  a  body  of  people  in  arms  there ;  for, 
since  the  powers  are  so  nicely  balanced,  is  it  nqt 
probable  that  the  Government  party,  in  .case  of  a 
struggle,  would  have  the  advantage  ?  And  would 
it  not  be  the  height  of  madness  wr  us  to  run  the 
risk  of  having  the  large  force  of  that  island  turn- 
ed against  us,  in  consequence  of  our  improper 
inteiferenoe  between  the  colony  and  its  Govern- 
ment 1 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  could  not  overlook  some  consij- 
erations  connected  with  this  subject,  which  he 
thought  of  great  importance.  It  is  well  known, 
(and  he  begged  gentlonen  who  have  the  same  de> 
sire  to  preserve  uie  country  in  peace  that  he  had, 
to  pause  at  the  suggestion,)  that  there  are  many 

S^entletnea  in  this  House  who  have  been  long  in 
avor  of  coming  to  an  open  declaration  of  war 
against  France ;  and  he  bad  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  tbe  same  disposition  yet  exists  in  these 
gentlemen ;  but  tbe  same  opportunity  of  making 
this  declaration  does  not  now  exist.  The  public 
mind  is  not  now  so  well  j>repared  for  entering  upon 
a  war  as  it  was  some  time  ago,  beeanse  they  b^ 
lieve  tbiD|»  wear  a  better  a|>pearaiiee.  If  thef, 
said  Mr.  N.,  the  same  disposition  exists  for  war ; 
if  these  gentlemen  think  they  or  their  eonntrr 
will  be  Mooted  by  war,  they  may  be  veij  wilt- 
ing UuU  France  should  declare  it;  and  it  U  lie 
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possible  that  a  yr'tsh  of  this  sort  mar  exist,  it  affords 
ft  full  solution  to  the  meaning  of  tnis  bill. 

We  have,  indeed,  been  lold  by  the  gentteman 
from  Conoecticat  (Mr.  Allen)  who,  like  himself, 
is  remarkable  for  the  coolness  with  which  fae 
makes  up  his  opinions,  that  there  is  no  change 
for  the  better  with  respect  to  our  dispute  with 
France;  and  that  it  would  be  madness  to  believe 
that  the  conclusions  and  observations  which  Mr. 
Oerry  has  made  upon  tbe  subject  are  well- 
founded.  If  so,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  justified  in  sup- 
posing that  gentlemen  think  there  is  no  change  in 
what  is  proper  for  this  countrr ;  and  he  was  fur- 
ther counrmed  in  this  opinion  by  Mr.  Pickering's 
report  upon  the  despatches.  For  his  own  part,be 
was  unwilling  to  take  a  step  that  would  effectu- 
ally dash  from  us  prospects,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
might  raid  in  peace,  notwithstanding  all  the  asser- 
tions [made  to  the  contrary.  Indwd,  if  all  the 
three  points  which  the  Secretary  of  State  sets  out 
with  wishing  to  prove,  in  his  report,  viz :  the  at- 
tempts of  tbe  French  Government  to  exculpate 
itself  from  the  charge  of  corruption  ;  to  detach 
Mr.  Gerry  from  his  colleagues,  and  to  inveigle 
him  into  a  separate  negotiation ;  and  its  design,  if 
the  negotiation  failed,  to  throw  the  blame  of  a  rup- 
ture on  the  United  States ;  if  all  these  points  were 
proved,  it  would  not  show  Mr.  Gerry's  conclusions 
to  be  unjust.  But,  Mr.  N.  believed,  from  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  Mr.  Pickering  himself,  that 
there  is  a  disposition  in  the  French  Government 
to  treat,  and  that  there  is  a  change  of  circumstan- 
ces between  the  two  countries ;  for  he  acknowl- 
edges that  tbe  idea  of  loans  and  reparation  on  ac- 
count of  speeches,  are  formally  given  np;  and  also 
the  demand  for  satisfiiction  on  account  of  the 
British  Treaty.  After  these  have  been  relinquish- 
ed, said  Mr.  N.,  what  are  the  points  of  dispute 
which  ramain  t  He  always  conceived  these  to  be 
two  of 'the  principal  complaints  against  Uf. 

There  is  one  effect  which  this  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  like  the  [vesent  bill,  is  calculated 
to  produce.  It  may  tend  to  change  our  situation 
with  respect  to  France,  by  insisting  that  all  the 
informal  acts  which  they  have  disavowed,  and 
must  get  rid  of  before  any  treaty  can  take  place, 
were  nevertheless  acts  countenanced  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory.  This  is  one  way  of  doing 
away  the  disposition,  which,  said  Mr.  N.,  in  my  > 
opinion,  exists  in  France  for  peace,  and  the  pass- 
ing of  a  law  like  the  present,  will  be  another ; 
and,  if  persisted  in,  a  sueeessftil  one. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  we  otight  not 
to  excite  the  animosity  of  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. Is  our  present  situation  calculated  to 
produce  this  effect?  Certainly  not,  since  they 
are  necessarily  involved  with  the  mother  country; 
and  to  take  the  part  proposed,  he  had  already 
riiown  might  be  attended  with  the  most  direful 
consequences.  He  thought  this  country  ought 
not  to  wish  for  the  independence  of  St.  Domingo 
in  another  point  of  view.  However  we  may  wish 
to  see  the  naval  power  of  France  put  down,  so 
that  they  may  not  have  it  in  their  power,  if  they 
have  the  wish,  to  invade  this  country,  it  is  highly 
important  to  us  that  the^aval  power  of  Europe 
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should  be  divided.  He  did  not  think  that  it  could 
be  for  the  interest  of  this  country  that  Great  Bri- 
tain should  have  a  navy  which  should  keep  the 
world  in  awe,  and  subject  it  to  her  views ;  and  if 
we  assist  in  destroying  the  colonies  of  France, 
we  shall  be  the  means  of  throwing  them  and  their 
naval  power  into  (he  hands  oi  Great  Britain. 
He  did  not  kuow  that  it  mattered  much  to  ns 
whether  St.  Domingo  was  a  colony  of  France  or 
England,  ooly  as  it  would  add  to  the  naval 
strength  of  England.  He  hoped,  therefore,  (he 
motion  for  striking  out  would  prevail. 

Mr.  PiNcxNET  observed,  that  so  ranch  bad 
already  been  said  on  this  subject,  and  the  general 
principles  of  the  bill  had  been  so  ably  defended, 
that  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  make  more  than 
one  or  two  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentlemaa 
from  Virginia.  That  gentleman  had  gone  alto- 
gether upon  the  idea  of  this  bUl  being  of  so 
obnoxious  a  nature  to  the  GoTemment  of  France, 
that  it  must  be  consider^  by  that  Government  as 
a  cause  of  war.  He  thought  it  had  already  bea 
shovni,  that  the  gentleman  was  altogether  mis- 
taken; and,  very  unhappily  for  his  position,  our 
own  experience  was  sumcient  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  hss  ever  been  considered  as  a  cause  of  war 
for  neutral  countries  to  trade  with  colonies  revolt- 
ing from  a  mother  country.  We  know,  said  he, 
very  well  how  neutral  nations  conducted  towards 
us  in  our  revolt  from  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  P.  believed  it  was  never  understood 
that  any  nation  with  whom  we  traded  was  in 
consequence  involved  in  war  with  Great  Bri(aiB. 
The  fact  was  otherwise.  It  was  never  so  looked 
upon  by  that  country,  and  gentlemen  will  admit 
that  that  Government  was  at  least  high-toned 
enough.  All  that  Great  Britain  did  was  to  seize 
the  vessels  whenever  she  could  lay  hold  of  them; 
and  this  is  the  rbk  which  the  gentleman  fr<Nn 
Maryland  mentioned  our  traders  would  run  ia 
carrying  commerce  into  any  place  in  a  state  of 
revolution.  It  is  well  known  that  we  endeavored, 
during  the  whole  course  of  our  war^  to  draw  for- 
eign commerce  to  this  country,  which  was  found 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the 
war.  Agents  were  employed  for  this  purpos^ 
and  we  saw  no  moral  turpitude  in  this.  And 
during  the  time  that  Holland  was  separated  from 
the  dominion  of  Spain,  was  war  declared  in  conse- 
quence of  any  nation  trading  with  Holland?  The 
case  was  so  different,  he  recollected  that  Hollaad 
declared,  that  she  would  seize  all  vessels  gcang  to 
Spain,  though  that  had  heretofore  been  considered 
as  the  mother  country.  This  was  reversing  the 
case. 

Mr.  P.  had  hoped  that  the  comprehensive  view 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  taken  of 
the  acts  of  the  different  colonies,  would  have 
removed  every  objection  to  our  merely  carrying 
on  a  trade  to  those  countries,  by  showing  that  the 
colonies  have  all  along  acted  as  if  they  were  inde 
pendent,  not  only  without  the  decrees  of  France, 
but  directly  in  opposition  to  those  decrees,  and 
this  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  tbe  French  Gov- 
ernment itself,  since  it  never  found  fault  with 
them.   Seeing,  therefore,  that,  the  Froieh  Gov- 
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crnineiit  left  the  colonies  to  trade  with  us  or  oot, 
u  the7  plmsed,  end  belieriDg  that  it  woald  befot 
the  bea^t  of  France  that  sacfa  a  trade  should  be 
carried  on,  he  thought  it  could  not  be  considered 
as  a  cause  of  oflence.  Gtentlemen  called  it  an  in- 
vitation to  rebellion.  He  saw  it  in  a  very  difier- 
ent  light.  No  authority  was  given  to  the  Pre- 
lident  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  onensiye  and  defen- 
ttre,  or  to  maintaiD  them  in  their  declaration  of  in- 
depeadence.  Nothing  farther  is  meant  by  this 
Inli  than  to  carry  on  our  commerce  as  QBual  with 
•Dch  of  the  French  islands,  as  shatl  refrain  from 
committing  depredations  upon  it  Reverse  the 
case,  and  thongh  these  islands  forbear  to  capture 
or  annoj  our  vessels,  we  shall  refuse  to  trade  with 
them ;  if  they  are  m  want  of  these  provisions, 
they  may  be  driven  to  despair  rather  than  starve. 
Who  knows  iriiat  excess  mieht  be  the  conse- 
quence  of  sneh  a  conduct  1  The  probable  event 
would  be,  that  they  would  become  pirates  upon 
oar  tradoj  or  throw  themselves  into  the  hands  of 
Great  Britain,  who  can  protect  them,  and  who 
can  find  for  them  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Vii^oia  has  made  some 
Temarks  upon  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  contained  in  his  late  report,  which  the  Pre- 
sident sent  to  the  House,  a  few  days  ago,  for  the 
mirpose  of  showing  that  the  Qovernment  of 
France  is  more  disposed  to  make  peace  with  us 
at  present  than  at  any  former  time;  and  if  this 
bill  be  passed  into  a  law,  may  divert  that  inten- 
tion and  bring  on  war ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
the  gentleman  had  shown  that  France  is  now 
more  inclined  to  conciliate  than  at  any  former 
time. 

With  respwt  to  the  three  points  stated  gene- 
nlly  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  they  are  not  said 
to  go  to  the  point  for  which  the  goitleman  from 
Virginia  has  taken  them.  With  regard  to  the 
doucatr  of  £50,000  Mr.  P.  would  say,  that  if  we 
beliere  this  attempt  to  have  been  made  to  extort 
this  sum  of  money  from  our  EInvoys,  for  corrupt 
purposes,  (and  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
said  on  tne  subject,  he  did  beUeve  that  X  and  Y 
were  the  agents  of  the  French  Government,  in 
that  transaction,  and  which  has,  indeed,  been  ac- 
knowledged by  Y,  Mr.  Bellamy  of  Hamburg, 
who  declares  he  has  never  written  or  said  any 
thing  to  our  Envoys  but  by  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs,)  no  reliance  ought 
to  be  placed  upon  »ny  of  their  declarations;  for 
after  such  an  act,  it  may  be  supposed  they  will 
aay  one  thiog  at  one  time  and  another  at  another ; 
uid  no  rdiance  could  be  had  upon  anything  which 
comes  from  so  corrupt  a  source. 

The  gentleman  from  Tirgiaia  says,  that  the 
Secrmry  1^  State  proves  his  second  point,  viz : 
that  die  French  Qovernment  attempted  to  detach 
Mr.  Gerry  from  his  colleagues,  and  to  inveicle 
him  into  a  separate  negotiation.  Mr.  P.  said,  lie 
eoold  not  help  differing  very  materially  from  that 
gentleman  on  this  point.  He  thought  the  attempt 
most  hostile  and  d^prading.  ^^is  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  French  does  not  agree  with  what  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  the  other  day 
■laled,  that  die  French  had  shown  no  difdomatic 
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skill.  This  skill  had  apparently  produced  some 
effect  even  upon  the  mind  of  the  Envoy  himself^ 
when  he  deeuues  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  French 
Government  are  desiroos  of  a  reconciliation  with 
this  country.  What !  when  this  Qovernment  has 
appointed  tnree  Envois  to  treat  with  the  French 
Government,  is  it  a  sign  of  an  amicable  disposi- 
tion to  say,  by  their  conduct,  "  We  do  not  consider 
you  as  an  indepeodent  nation  who  may  appoint 
what  agents  you  please ;  we  will  ourselves  choose 
with  whom  we  will  treat ;  we  wilt  cashier  some 
of  your  officers,  and  negotiate  with  the  person 
upon  whom  we  think  we  can  make  the  best  im- 
pression." So  far  from  this  showing  a  spirit  of 
conciliation,  he  thought  it  a  conduct  most  nostile 
to  our  iodependeoce. 

The  third  point,  viz:  to  throw  the  blame  of  a 
rupture  upon  the  United  States,  if  it  should  take 
place,  shows  no  intention  to  ooneiliate  our  diffiir- 
ences.  If  the  French  Government  were  eoit- 
vineed  that  our  grievances  were  just,  and  that 
they  ought  to  conciliate  with  us,  would  they  have 
ffone  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  their  conduct? 
When  they  justify  their  decrees  and  the  conGsca^  . 
tion  of  our  vessels,  can  it  be  conceived  that  when 
they  talk  of  peace  they  are  serious  1  If  they  had, 
indeed,  coiqe  forward,  and  disavowed  their  former 
conduct,  he  should  have  considered  it  as  a  concil- 
iatory circumstance ;  but  when,  they  justified 
everything  they  have  done,  it  evinced  no  disposi- 
tion for  peace. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  trouble  the  committee 
longer,  except  in  one  point,  and  that  was  as  to  the 
consequences  which  might  flow  from  a  declaration 
of  independence  on  the  part  of  St.  Domingo.  He 
should  endeavor  to  answer  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  as  to  the  consequences  which  it  mi^ht 
produce  to  the  Southern  States.  It  was  a  subject 
to  which  he  had  paid  all  the  attention  in  his  power. 
He  did,  on  all  questioosj  endeavor  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  divest  himself  of  anything  like  party  spirit; 
but  in  this  case,  where  he  had  himseli  so  much  at 
stake,  in  which  bis  native  country  and  everything 
dear  to  hc'm  was  concerned,  his  sincerity  could  not 
be  dflubted.  Mr.  P.  did  not  himself  believe  that 
this  bill  would  have  the  least  tendency  to  procure 
the  independence  of  St.  Domiogo;  but  as  some 
gentlemen  think  it  is  probable  ttiat  this  may  be  the 
result,  and  as  no  one  could  say  with  certainty  what 
the  effect  of  any  measure  would  be,  he  had  consid- 
ered the  subject,  and  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
should  the  independence  of  that  island  take  place, 
the  event  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the 
Southern  States  than  if  it  remained  under  the  do* 
minion  of  France,  considering  the  disposition  which 
France  has  evinced  towords  ui^  (and  of  which  he 
saw  no  prospects  of  a  clwnge,)  and  the  present  con- 
duct of  the  mhabitents  of  St.  Domingo.  Nothing  , 
which  we  can  do.  said  Mr.  P.,  can  Imng  back  the  * 
internal  state  of  tnat  island  to  the  state  it  was  for- 
merly in.  Considering  the  inhabitants,  then,  in  the 
light  of  freemen,  whether  will  it  be  better  for  us, 
in  the  Southern  States,  to  have  to  deal  with  them 
aa  such,  or  under  the  direction  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, unreasonable  and  arbitrary  as  we  have 
found  it  1  He  bad  no  heatation  in  saying,  that, 
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it  would  be  mare  for  the  safety  of  the  Southern 
States  to  have  that  island  iDdepeodent,  than  under 
the  GoTernment  of  France,  eitner  ia  time  of  peace 
or  war.  If  our  dispute  with  France  should  not  be 
accommodated,  and  they  keep  possession  of  St. 
Domingo,  they  could  invade  this  country  only  from 
that  quarter.  There  is  there  alaige  body  of  troops, 
and  tneir  unofficial  agents  told  our  Envoys,  that 
in  case  we  did  not  sumnit  to  their  conditions,  we 
might  expect  an  atiaclc  from  that  quarter.  It 
would  certaUly  lessen  the  danger  from  that  island, 
were  it  to  be  separated  from  France ;  but  remaining 
in  the  hands  or  France,  and  supported  by  the  pow- 
«rAil  navy  of  France,  notwithstanding  all  the  vigor 
we  hAve  shown  on  the  ocean,  we  might  be  very 
much  annoyed  from  thence. 

If  these  people  in  St.  Domingo  find  that  we 
withhold  from  them  supplies  which  are  necessary 
for  their  subsistence,  saict  Mr.  P.,  though  they  are 
fitiendly  disposed  towards  us,  they  will  look  else- 
where for  support;  they  must  either  turn  their  at- 
tention to  cultivating  their  land,  look  to  Great 
Britain,  or  become  freebooters.  Which  situation 
is  it  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that 
they  should  be  in  ?  Surely  the  peaceable  cultiva- 
tors of  the  ground ;  and  to  induce  them  to  take 
this  course,  it  will  be  our  interest  to  supply  them 
with  what  they  have  occasion  for,  lestthey  should 
^  the  lubit  of  freebooters,  and  make  our  com- 
merce the  object  of  their  plunder.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  motion  for  striking  out  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  paid  particular  attention  to  this 
aobject.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  every  gentle- 
man from  the  Southern  Slates  would  pay  atienllon 
to  it.  In  one  respect  he  was  precisely  in  the  same 
utuation  with  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroHna. 
He  lived  in  a  country  that  would  be  affected  by 
any  event,  such  as  bad  been  mentioned,  and  all  his 
connexions  were  there.  It  was  the  same  with  all 
other  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States.  He 
oiffered  in  opinion,  however,  when  the  gentlemen 
agid  that  we  should  have  less  to  apprehend  from 
St  Domingo,  in  case  it  should  become  indepen- 
dent, than  whilst  it  remained  a  part  of  the  French 
Republic.  He  believed  the  state  of  society  to  be 
men  in  that  country,  as  not  to  admit  of  setf-gov- 
wnment.  In  case  toey  separate  from  France,  he 
ihould  apprehend  that  the  consequence  will  be, 
that  instead  of  being  ruled  by  one  of  the  European 
Powers,  they  would  become  the  tools  of  them  all, 
in  turn,  and  we  should  probably  have  the  same 
game  played  off  upon  us  irom  thence,  that  we  have 
heretofore  had  played  upon  us  by  means  of  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  M.  said,  that  although  the  part  of  the  bill 
moved  to  be  stricken  out  does  not  go  directly  to  say 
*that  it  has  reference  to  St  Domiom  it  is  a  little 
floctnordinary  that  no  other  ease  will  fit  it.  There 
coidd  be  no  doubt,  if  the  islaod  became  indepen- 
deot|  we  should  have  a  right  to  trade  to  it ;  but  he 
believed  it  would  pu^e  gentlemen  to  find  an  in- 
atance  of  a  Legislature  passing  a  law  in  order  to  fit 
a  ease  which  might  happen.  As  he  thought  it 
imi^per,  he  ho^  it  wouU  be  stricken  out 
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The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 56  to  3& 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  moved  to  strike  ont  the  wwds 
"  shall  clearly  disavow."  Carried. 

Mr.  Livingston  observed,  that  gentlemen  had 
frequently  told  the  committee  that  they  did  not 
mean,  by  the  general  expression  of  this  claus^  to 
allow  any  disavowal  of  an  agent  of  any  acts  of 
his  Government,  bnt  merely  anch  an  avowal  of 
intention  as  they  were  entitled  to  make  by  thw 
proper  authority*  In  order  to  teat  the  uncerity  <tf 
tbeir  declaration,  and  to  prevent  any  improper  ua 
terference  between  an  officer  and  his  Govern 
ment,  and  to  prevent  any  lure  being  held  out  to 
insurrection  and  revolt,  ne  moved  to  add  th(M 
words:  "being  duly  authorized  by  the  QoTtm* 
ment  thereof,  shall  clearly  disavow." 

Aner  a  few  observations  npm  it,  this  motiMi 
was  negatived — 57  to  39. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  in  his  opposition  -to  the  above 
amendment,  said  he  believed  the  gentleman  from 
New- York  to  be  perfectly  sincere ;  but  his  judg* 
ment  appeared  to  oe  disordered,  and  to  be  in  a  aitoa- 
tion  something  like  the  jealous  man,  whenever  the 
subject  of  war  is  in  any  way  touched.  And  M 
know,  said  Mr.  P., 

 "  Trifles  l^t  as  air,  - 

Are,  to  the  jealous,  oonfinnmtion  strong 
As  {Hooft  of  Htrfy  WfiL" 

Mr.  Gallatin  proposed  an  amendment  which 
he  supposed  would  be  free  from  the  objectiona 
urged  aeaiost  the  last,  for  effecting  the  same  pur- 
pose. It  was  to  add  these  words :  "  by  virtue  ef 
powers  derived  from  the  GoTemment  and  in  ill 
name." 

This  motion  was  negatived — 52  to  38. 

Mr.  Spaiqht  moved  to  insert  the  words,  ^aui 
haviug,"  after  the  word  "exercising,"  and  betweea 
thewords  "authority"  and  "in,"  mthesameliiM, 
"  under  the  same." 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  thought  theamewl- 
ment  was  unnecessary,  as  it  went  to  make  no  mir 
terial  alteration  in  the  bill ;  but,  aa 

Mr.  Champlin'b  noticing  the  latter  partttfths 
amendment^  which  the  Speaker  had  notheard,hB 
expressed  his  disapprobation  of  it. 

Mr.  Gallatih  said,  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
discovering  why  the  gentlemen  form  New  Jerse/ 
and  Rhode  Island  dislike  this  amendment;  it  is 
obnoxious  to  them,  because,  if  adopted,  it  would 
prevent  a  treaty  being  made  with  persons  in  a  state 
of  rebellion ;  and  this  amendment  was  liable  to  oo 
other  objection. 

Mr.  Harpeb  thought  this  amendment  ottact 
those  things  which  might  be  adopted,  or  not,  with- 
out making  any  material  change  in  the  bill;  and 
believing  it  to  be  of  this  nature,  as  he  supposed  ii 
would,  at  least,  make  it  mote  agreeaUe  to  tbi 
mover,  he  should  vote  for  it 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  t^a  diSereat  opioiMi.  Ub 
man  had  thrown  off  his  aUegianee  to  a  Qovem- 
ment,  he  could  not  be  said  to  be  ezereiaiDg  a> 
authority  under  it. 

Mr.  Varndm  obseWed  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  said  that  he  should  vote  in 
favor  of  this  amaDdmen^  beoavae  it  woold  milk* 
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■o  change  in  the  bill  j  he  shoalt),  on  the  eontraryi 
TOte  for  it,  because  he  thought  it  made  a  most  ma- 
terial change  in  it.  That  genilemen  says  he 
eunot  see  how  a  person  can  claim  or  exercise  a 
eoDBoand  withouthanng  it  from  the  French  Qov- 
TOoment.  He  tboaght  wis  rery  eoneeivable.  A 
person  or  a  q amber  of  persoos  might  usurp  an  au- 
thority, and  this  amendment  went  to  prerent  a 
trait;  being  made  with  sucb  persons.  And  surely 
ooiuraaen  who  do  not  wish  to  connteoanee  tbe 
3oetrine  of  dividing  the  people  from  their  GhiTern- 
vent  can  hare  no  objection  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  GooDHioH  said  this  amendment  went  to 
ebai^  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  bill  goes 
■poa  the  idea  that  when  any  island  in  the  West 
Ikdies  shall  cease  to  make  depredations  niKni  our 
wmnerae,  oar  tmds  shall  be  opened  with  them, 
vathout  regarding  br  what  aothoritjr  or  fwoe  the 
change  was  e^ted.  The  matter  isjiot  placed 
inoB  the  ground  of  any  treaty  whatever ;  for.  said 
Mr.  we  can  neither  increase  nor  diminish  the 
power  of  the  President  in  this  respect.  A  great 
deal  of  mist  has  been  thrown  on  this  subject.  Tbe 
■Act  of  this  amendment  will  be,  that  the  person 
restraining  from  depredations  upon  our  commerce 
Duut  act  under  the  authority  of  the  French  Re- 
paUic ;  on  the  contrary,  the  friends  of  this  bill  wish 
mot  to  examine  br  what  authority  the  thing  is  done, 
prorided  that  it  be  done.  We  bare  a  risht  to  say 
Ifamt  our  vessels  shall  go  to  any  port  we  pkase ;  but, 
■oowding  to  the  doctrine  of  the  amenament,  sup- 
poeiDg  the  idand  of  8u  Domingo  was  conquered, 
we  emild  not  send  our  eorameree  there,  nor  could 
ve  aend  it  to  a  place  in  rebellion ;  so  that  our 
•emmeree  was  to  be  afieeted  by  erery  change  of 
airamstanees  which  might  take  {dace.  He  hoped 
tka  committee  would  recognise  no  princi^e  which 
Aall  say  we  hare  not  a  right  to  send  our  commerce 
wherever  we  please,  whether  the  places  to  which 
OOT  vessels  go  are  in  war,  peace,  or  rebellion. 

Mr.  Qaluthi  ms  astonished  to  hear  the  gen- 
tletan  from  Cooneoticut  say  that  this  is  merely 
a  commercial  (fnestioo.  Let  us,  said  h^  examine 
the  effect  of  thu  amendment  We  are  told  that 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  do  not  extend  to  any 
colony  which  may  be  conquered ;  for  instance,  to 
St.  Blaitin's,  St.  Lucia,  or  any  other  colonies  which 
Wave  been  conquered.  Let  us  see,  then,  bow  it 
will  apply  if  this  amendment  is  rejected,  and  whe- 
ther the  question  is  commercial  or  politied.  Let 
oc  inquire,  said  he,  what  is  the  ease  prorided  for, 
it  the  amendment  is  rejected,  and  which  is 
■aprovided  for  if  it  is  adopted,  and  it  will  then 
upeu  what  ground  is  covered  by  the  opposcrs  of 
tbw  amendmoit.  If  xejeeled,  it  will  rmilt,  that 
all  pnsons  who  may  claim  or  aereise  any  coro- 
ttand  ia  any  island,  &o.,  although  they  hare  not 
that  eoiomuul  under  the  Qorernment  of  France, 
nd  who  shall  refrain  from  privateering,  shall  be 
•■litled  to  a  free  trade  with  this  country.  The 
eaiy  ease  is  a  case  of  iosnrrection  and  rebellion, 
fti^pose,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  should  agree  with  the  aen- 
tlenan  from  Connecticut,  that  if  once  a  rebellion 
takes  place,  or  any  colony  shall  declare  itself  inde- 
imdent.  (bat,  by  the  by,  the  doctrine  is  not  connte- 
MBCod  by  the  law  ftf  aatima,)  that  we  may  trade 


there  as  we  please.  Does  it  result  that  we  have  a 
right  to  pass  a  law  beforehand  to  contemfdate  such 
an  event?  If  we  do,  it  will  be  speaking  publicly, 
thus:  ''If  any  persons  shall,  in  any  island,  port,  or 
pUee,  belonging  to  the  French  Republic,  raise  an 
insurrection,  and  declare  themselves  independent, 
and  shall  be  found  to  refrain  from  committing 
depredations  upon  oar  commerce,  we  will  open  a 
free  trade  with  them."  And  yet  the  gentleman 
from  Connectiont  cells  this  a  mere  eommereial 
question. 

The  committee  hare  been  told  of  a  number  of 
cases  which  he  had  been  astonished  to  hear — cases 
which  happened  in  oor  war.  Qentlemen  who  have 
mentioned  these  hare  not  attended  to  any  of  the 
facts  of  the  war.  Mr.  6.  refierred  to  the  can  of  the 
treaty  made  in  Holland,  which  has  already  been 
explained  in  a  former  debate.  Mr.  G.  said,  gen- 
tlemen might  put  what  construction  they  [uused 
upon  this  section ;  but  certainly  publicly  to  t^l  the 
French  colonies  that  if  they  will  rebel  against  their 
Goreroment,  and  restrain  from  depredating  npra 
us,  we  will  treat  with  them,  is  to  invite  them  to 
do  it.  A  declaration  of  war  has  always  been  the 
consequence  of  such  a  conduct  io  other  countries ; 
and  he  supposed  gentlemen  are  not  ready  for  a 
declaration  of  war,  though  they  tell  as  there  is  no 
change  in  our  affairs  for  the  better ;  that  negotia- 
tion IS  at  an  end ;  that  no  idea  can  be  entertained 
of  the  sincerity  of  any  professions  of  the  French; 
and  not  being  ready  to  bring  in  a  declaration  of 
war,  they  are  not  surely  ready  to  make  it,  or  pro- 
voke it ;  and  if  no^  why  assume  a  principle  that 
may  Imvc  this  effect  ?  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  One  was  airt  to  think,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  whose  candor  and  attach- 
ment to  tliis  bill  are  well  known,  could  have  fore- 
seen the  eagerness  with  which  gentlemen  opposed 
to  the  hilt  bare  seized  upon  Bis  amendment,  it 
would  hare  had  some  weight  with  him  in'lpre- 
senting  the  motion.  And  if  the  sagacity  of  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had 
not  been  a  little  surprised,  on  this  occasion,  be 
would  not  hare  given  bis  consent  to  it.  This 
amendment,  said  Mr.  O.,  contains  the  same  prin- 
ciple which  has  already  been  three  or  four  times 
rejected.  It  will  necessarily  lead  to  an  examinap 
tion  whether  the  officer  in  any  island  is  I^ally 
anthorized  or  not,  whereas  it  is  our  wish  to  let  thu 
question  alone.  To  say  that  this  hitl  will  be  a 
cause  of  war  is  ridicnlow.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylrania  had  ao  long  and  so  often  predicted 
causes  of  war,  that  everybody  would  discredit 
them  in  future ;  for,  being  at  peace  at  present,  was 
a  full  contradiction  to  all  his  former  predietiona. 

The  committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  ait 
agaia. 

TaDBBnAT,  Janaary  24. 
The  Spcakhr  laid  twfore  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  corr^ting  errors  which 
bad  occurred  in  the  copy  of  his  report  on  the  late 
despatches  printed  for  tbe  House,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 
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DEATH  OF  MR.  TAZEWELL. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  inform- 
ins  the  House  that  Henby  Tazewell,  Esq^  one 
oftheir  body,  died  this  morning,  and  that  they  bad 
directed  orders  to  be  taken  respecting  his  Aineral. 

Afterwards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Demt,  the  Hoase 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 
-  Raolved,  That  this  House  will  attend  the  fu- 
neral of  Hbnrt  Tazewell,  Esq^  late  a- member 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  tOHonorrow, 
at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

niTERCOtTRira  WTTH  FRANCE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itrolf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intereourie  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Spaioht'b  amendment  being  under  eonaid- 
oatien, 

Mr.  Hartley  said  the  general  policy  of  this  bill 
had  been  considered  at  toe  last  session ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt,  that  when  any  parts  of  the  French 
dominions  cease  to  depredate  upon  our  commerce, 
we  might,  with  propriety,  open  our  intercourse 
with  them.  If,  tor  mslance,  the  Isle  of  France 
had  fitted  out  privateers,  and  depredated  up^n  our 
commerce,  and  chose  to  forbear  to  do  so  in  future, 
ftnd  leave  our  passage  to  the  Indian  seas  clear,  it 
would  be  a  good  reason  for  opening  our  commerce 
with  that  place.  The  case  of  St.  Domingo  is  still 
stron^r,  and  has.  as  has  been  shown,  the  power 
of  domg  us  mncn  mischief,  should  we  refuse  to 
furnish  them  with  the  necessary  supplies.  If  they 
call  in  their  privateers,  therefore,  it  would  certainly 
be  right  to  open  our  intercourse  with  that  valua- 
ble island,  especially  since  they  appear  to  be  aban- 
doned by  France,  who  has  withdrawn  all  her  troops 
from  the  island. 

After  some  other  observations,  Mr.  H.  concluded 
witll  hoping  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed 
to,  as  it  would  only  tend  to  embarrass  the  bm,  by 
making  it  necessary  to  ascertain  the  legality  of 
the  governing  authority  of  the  places  wiu  which 
we  might  open  our'intercoune. 

Mr.  Brace  was  opposed  to  this  amendment,  as 
it  came  round  to  the  same  point  with  that  which 
die  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania  hadpropMed.' 
It  struck  him  that,  in  the  coune  of  the  debate, 
gentlemen  have  forgot  the  ground  on  which  we 
stand.  Our  treaties  with  the  French  Government 
have  been  declared  void,  on  account  of  the  con- 
duct of  that  Qo'vemmeot.  We  have  proceeded 
further,  and  suspended  all  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  France  and  her  dependencies.  It 
would  be  well  to  consider  what  kmd  of  connex- 
ion now  exists  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  and  whether  a  measure  of  the  kind  pro- 
uosed  can  iojore  our  present  prospect  of  peace. 
By  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen,  it  would 
seem  that  we  are  under  some  obligation  or  con- 
tract to  that  Government ;  whereas,  we  ought  to 
consider  ourselves  with  respect  to  it,  in  no  other 
light  than  we  consider  oarselres  widi  respect 
to  the  Gorernments  of  the  world  with  which  we 
ban  no  eonnexion.  We  hav^  therefore,  no  ob- 
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ject  to  pursue,  but  what,  in  a  dignified  nation^ 
view,  it  is  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  pursue. 

This  separation  having  beeo  eflTeetra  by  the 
wrong  acts  of  the  French  Qovernment,  she  can 
have  no  claim  upon  us ;  we  have  taken  our  stand 
upon  such  ground  as  can  always  be  justified,  when- 
ever a  spirit  of  justice  shall  return.  There  is  no 
man,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  this  House,  who  does  not 
wish  for  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  obtained  on  a 
solid  foundation.  But  it  was  well  observed  yes- 
terday by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Goonaion,)  that 
this  question  is  wholly  a  commercial  one.  TUs 
declaration  gave  offence  to  the  gentleman  fioa 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  surprised  that  any  one 
could  suppose  this  to  be  the  case.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
was  equally  surprised  at  the  a^ments  of  that 
gentleman.  What  connexion  had  we  with  the 
French  Qovernment?  or  what  connexion  had  we 
with  anyjrther,  besides  commercial?  He  had 
beard  much  clamor  out  of  doors  about  other  coa- 
nexions— about  treaties  offensive  and  defensive. 
He  hoped  no  such  connexion  ever  would  exist  be- 
tween this  country  and  any  nation  whatever. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  was  the  original  intention 
of  the  act,  which  this  bill  is  meant  to  contiaae? 
It  was  to  suspend  our  commercial  intercourse, 
leaving  a  power,  however,  with  the  President,  to 
repeal  the  suspension,  whenever  the  French  sball 
cease  from  their  depredations.  If  we  follow  this 
course,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  these  depredations  aie 
discontinued  in  any  of  the  West  India  island^ 
we  have  a  right  to  relax  this  suspension  with  re- 
spect to  them.  And  it  is  a  strange  idea  to 
suppose  that  such  a  step  can  give  offence.  Gen- 
tlemen suppose  that  some  kind  of  treaty  is  to  be 
made,  though  no  such  thing  is  provided  for.  The 
commerce  u  to  be  opened  the  moment  depreda- 
tions cease,  without  anv  agreement  being  entered 
into  whatever.  It  is,  tnerefore,  a  simple  proposi- 
tion, and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Govemmeat 
of  France ;  indeed,  so  far  from  being  matter  of 
offence  to  that  Government,  he  supposed  they 
would  b^gratified  by  the  circumstance. 

But  it  had  been  said,  that  the  independence 
St.  Domingo  would  have  bad  effects  upon  this 
country.  He  could  not  see  that  this  would  be 
the  result ;  nor  had  he  heard  sufficient  reason  to 
convince  any  man's  mind  that  this  will  be  the 
case.  If  persons  in  power  in  St.  Domingo  shall 
find  it  to  be  their  interest  to  cease  from  plunder, 
how  are  we  to  ascertain  that  they  do  not  act  ac- 
cording to  instructions  from  the  mother  country? 
If  they  do  refrain  from  doing  us  injury,  it  vrill  be 
sufficient  for  us.  It  is  a  strange  idea  that,  becaotc 
we  choose  to  serve  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domin- 
go with  provisions,  of  which  thev  stand  in  need, 
on  condition  that  they  will  not  (fepredate  on  oar 
commerce,  that,  in  doing  this,  we  promote  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country.  But  suppose  this 
should  be  the  consequence,  the  Frencli  Govon- 
ment  must  allow  that  it  is  an  effect  produced  Iv 
their  own  actSjand  not  by  any  conduct  of  tbil 
Government.  Totalkinthi8way,ldr.athoagbt, 
was  t»  show  a  &lse  complaisance  towards  Fnine& 
He  wished  to  treat  that  nntiott  with  justiee  j  faA 
could  never  cooaent  to  praatrate  the  digniir" 
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the  conntry,  by  supposing  that,  in  doing  an  act 
merely  to  regnlate  oar  own  commerce,  we  are 
•boot  to  gire  offence  to  the  French  Grovernment, 
and  that,  therefore,  we  ought  not  to  adopt  it.  Mr. 
B.  would  advise  gentlemen  to  take  a  view  of  tbe 
acgrearions  we  have  receired  from  France,  and 
also  of  our  resources,  in  order  to  see  whether  the 
latter' are  such  as  to  warrant  our  giving  up  the 
mdependence  of  our  nation ;  if  this  was  not  the 
ease,  and  he  was  sure  it  was  not,  we  ought  to  take 
a  firm  and  dignified  attitude.  But  if  this  amend- 
ment is  afreed  to,  it  will  render  it  necessary  to 
inquire  whether  the  authority  exercised  is  under 
tbc  French  Government,  beiore  we  can  permit 
oar  vessels  to  carry  on  commerce  with  any  of  the 
islands,  how  well  disposed  soever  ihe^  may  be. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Spaioht  said,  be  wished  to  have  j^ven  tbe 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  make  thiit  ameod- 
mmt  yesterday,  but  a  motion  being  made  for  the 
committee  to  rise,  prevented  him.  Having  been 
a  member  of  the  committee  who  formed  this  hill, 
and  having 'given  his  consent  to  it,  he  trusted  it 
would  not  be  believed  that  he  Inought  forward 
this  motion  to  defeat  the  bill ;  his  obieet  was  to 
make  it  more  palatable  to  many  gentlemen,  who, 
if  an  amendment  somethiug  like  the  present  was 
not  adopted,  wonid  vote  against  the  bill.  The 

Enilemen  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
ve  said,  that  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  it 
will  destroy  some  of  tbe  most  important  princi- 
ples of  the  Mil.  He  believed  thev  bad  mistaken 
the  eflect  of  the  amendment.  Tney  state  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  President  to  inquire 
whether  the  commander  of  any  island  with  which 
he  was  about  to  open  our  intercoarse,  bad  bis  au- 
thority from  the  French  Government?  On  the 
contrary,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  S,  that,  so  long  as  the 
dtixena  of  any  island  acknowledged  France  as 
the  mother  country,  whatever  authority  may  ex- 
ist thoe,  the  place  must  be  under  the  Govern- 
meni  of  France.  If  an  open  rebellion  took  place, 
it  would  alter  the  case  entirely-  And  if  conquer- 
ed by  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  it  would  not 
then  come  nnder  tbe  bill ;  so  that,  in  either  case, 
tlie  amendment  could  have  no  bad  effect.  The 
principal  motive  with  him  for  moving  the  amend- 
ment wasj  in  order  to  take  away  tne  objection 
made  to  it  by  many  gentlemen,  that  the  bill  is 
calculated  to  produce  tne  independence  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  for  he  himself  had  no  such  view,  nor  did 
he  think  any  other  member  of  the  committee,  who 
reported  the  bill,  had.  He  believed,  if  the  wants 
of  these  people  are  supplied  from  this  coantry,  it 
will  be  better  that  ihey  should  remain  under  the 
Government  of  France ;  but,  if  we  refuse  to  sup- 
ply them  with  provisions,  they  may  act  as  free- 
booters, or  do  still  worse— throw  themselves  Into 
the  hands  of  Cheat  Britain,  in  order  to  procure 
sappltes.  These  reasons  had  induced  nim  to 
make  the  amendment,  and  he  should  be  glad  to 
see  it  adopted. 

Mr.  Cbahplih  could  see  no  difference  between 
tkis  and  the  former  amendment,  which  had  been 
negatived.  Tbe  design  of  this  section  is,  to  au- 
^rbee  the  President  to  open  the  interconrae  with 
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any  of  the  islands  and  the  United  States,  when- 
ever he  shall  deem  i|  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  this  country,  without  inquiring 
whether  such  place  is  under  the  French  Govern- 
ment. Frequent  decrees  are  passed  in  France,  said 
Mr.  C,  for  revoking  the  commissioos  of  these 
o£Scers,  which  are  not  enforced ;  and  yet  if  this 
amendment  is  passed,  sueh  a  person  could  not  be 
treated  with,  and  it  would  always  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  whether  an  oflScer  acted  under  the  Froich 
Government  or  not.  If  the  islands  choose  to  cease 
from  their  depredations,  he  would  openly  trade 
with  them ;  for  the  intercourse  was  originally 
suspended,  not  with  a  view  of  starving  the  islands, 
but  to  prevent  depredations  being  committed  upon 
our  commerce.  He  was  astonished  to  find  tnat 
nothing  could  come  before  this  House,  but  gen- 
tleman are  ready  to  object  to  it  on  account  of  tha 
effect  it  may  have  on  France.  For  his  part,  if 
the  measure  be  beneficial  to  this  counOy,  he  cared 
not  what  effect  it  might  have  upon  France.  It 
was  said  this  provision  would  have  a  tendency  to 
provoke  instirreetion,  or  the  independence  of  the 
island ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed,  if  this  law 
does  not  pass,  they  will  throw  themselves  into  the 
bands  of  Great  Britain,  or  become  plunderers  of 
our  property.  He  hoped  to  see  the  intercourse 
opened,  not  only  with  St.  Domingo,  but  with  the 
Isle  of  France. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  when  this  amendment  was 
first  made,  he  considered  it  as  making  no  consid- 
erable change  in  the  section,  and  was,  therefore, 
inclined  to  vote  for  it ;  but  the  gentlemafi  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Varnum,)  oi^ whose  discern- 
ment he  had  a  very  high  opinion,  having  said 
that  he  considered  it  as  making  a  very  consider- 
able change  in  the  section,  and  declaring  that  he 
would,  on  that  account,  vote  for  it  he  was  induced 
to  take  a  further  view  of  it,  and.  ne  found,  nptm 
reconsideration,  that  it  would,  indeed,  make  a 
very  material  coange  in  the  sectioD,  and  because 
he  foiuid  this  would  he .  the  ease,  ne  must  vote 
against  it 

Mr.  Galuitim  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
amendment  goes  no  further  than  to  prevent  any 
stipulations  vrith  persons  who  have  usurped  the 
power  of  a  country.  It  was  yesterday  stated  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  repeated 
to-day  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
that  It  did  not  extend  to  cases  where  men's  com- 
missions are  doubtful.  If  a  man  has  once  held  a 
commission  as' an  agent  in  any  French  colony, 
he  may  be  recognised  as  their  agent,  so  long  as  he 
has  not  been  publicly  declared  to  be  otherwise. 
His  exercising  the  power  will  be  sufficient  proof 
that  he  has  it;  and,  unless  this  principle  is  admit- 
ted, it  must  be  evident  that  the  bill  is  intended  to 
operate  in  favor  of  revolters. 

There  is  a  great  difference,  said  Mr.  G.,  between 
this  amendment  and  the  one  ^hieh  had  been 
moved  by  the  gentleman  firom  Virginia,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  or  that  which  he  nad 
himself  moved.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  it  was  his  also,  that  the 
Presideat  ougM  not  to  be  authorixed  to  open  a 
trade  with  St  Domingt^  unless  the  eonsututed 
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aatborities  of  Prance  had  diiavowed  their  former 
aggressions,  and  refrained  from  them ;  they  did 
Dot  think  it  right  to  permit  a  trade  with  particular 
parts  of  the  possessions  of  France,  consideriDg 
that  the  measure  was  originailv  taken  to  distress 
the  French  Grovernment,  and  bring  it  to  terms ; 
bat  this  section  gives  the  power  of  opening  a  par- 
tial intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  though  the 
GoTernment  of  France  should  not  disavow  any 
of  her  former  illegal  acts ;  and  the  present  amend- 
ment only  proposes  to  except  oases  of  insurgency. 
Nor  could  he  see  what  possi hie- objection  can  be 
made  to  it,  except  that  it  will  prevent  a  lure  fiom 
bein^  held  out  to  promote  the  mdq>endence  of  St. 
Domingo;  for  in  nothing  else  doeatheamendmeDt 
difi^  from  the  bill     it  now  stands. 

If  we  are  to  hold  oat  this  liir«,  said  Mr.  Q.,  it 
most  be  because  we  have  the  right,  and  it  is  our 
interest  to  do  iu  When  be  asserted  we  have  not 
the  right  to  do  it,  he  would  remark  upon  the  word 
"  right."  Gentlemen  sajr  we  have  a  right  to  do 
this,  because  we  are  an  independent  nation.  No 
dount.  But  when  he  said  we  have  not  a  right  to 
do  it,  he  meant  that  we  could  not  do  it  without 
infracting  the  law  of  nations,  or  those  rules  which 
we  have  declared  ought  to  govern  every  nation. 
And  though  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has 
said  that  there  is  no  connexion  of  a  political  na- 
ture between  as  and  France,  and  therefore  con- 
siders this  as  merely  a  commercial  regulation,  Mr. 
Q.  said,  he  has  mistaken  his  meaning,  by  making 
use  of  the  word  "connexion'*  instead  of  relation. 
We  have  no  ccomexion,  either  commercial  or  po- 
litical, with  France ;  bat  we  stand,  as  a  nation,  in 
a^poliiical  and  commercial  relation  with  France 
and  other  nations.  There  is  no  connexion  between 
«s,  but  there  ia  the  same  relation,  both  political 
UM  cofflmercial,  that  there  is  between  all  other 
nations.  And,  said  Mr.  Q.,  it  is,  doubtless,  an  in- 
fraction on  the  law  of  nations  to  offer  any  lure,  or 
promote  the  independence  of  a  colony.  We  cer- 
tainly have  a  right  to  give  assistance,  in  case  of  a 
rebellion,  by  running  the  risk  of  becominga  party 
in  the  war,  but  not  without  iafractiug  the  law  of 
Dations;  still  less  could  we  do  it  without  breaking 
that  mcwality  in  politics,  the  breach  of  which  we 
have  so  often  complained  of.  We  may  suppose 
the  QoTeornmrat  of  France  radically  wrong,  and 
the  jpei^e  exercising  it  corrupt^  bat  neither  would 
justify  the  OTertanung,  or  holding  out  uf  eneoo- 
ragement  to'others  to  orertar%  the  Qovemment  of 
any  part  of  her  dependencies. '  A 'conduct  of  this 
kind  coiild  only  be  justified  in  time  of  war. 

In  this  country,  in  our  speeches,  at  least,  we 
Iatc  pone  farther,  and  said  that,  even  in  ease  of 
war,  It  would  not  be  right  to  sow  the  seeds  of  in- 
surrection ;  for,  on  what  other  srounds  could  we 
account  for  the  phUippios  which  have  been  pro- 
■oDBced  oB  this  floor  against  France,  for  her  con- 
duct not  only  against  countries  with  whom  she 
was  at  peace,  but  also  against  those  with  whom 
she  wss  at  war.  This  was  the  case  with  respect 
to  all  the  charges  made  against  France  with  re- 
spect to  Holland,  or  the  Milanese  (now  Cisalpine 
Il^blic)  with  whom  she  was  at  war  lyben  the 
Kttempu  eondramad  were  made.  Bat  we  hnt 
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said,  war  is  at  best  an  unfortunate  state,  and  it  is 
not  right  to  heighten  itsevils  hy  exciting  insurrec- 
tions and  commotions.  If  this  princijue  is  right, 
and  Mr.  G.  believed  it  correct  in  most  cases,  it  is 
clear  that  we  shall  not  be  justified  in  promoting 
insurrections,  even  in  war,  much  less  in  this 
state,  which  is  a  state  of  hostility,  hut  not  of  war. 

Notwithstanding  the  respect  which  bepaid  to 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliaa 
(Mr.  Pinoknbt)  he  could  not  be  persuaded  that 
the  independence  of  St.  Domingo  could  be  a  desi- 
rable object  To-day,  it  had  been  avowed,  in  whM 
fell^from  his  colleague,  (Mx.  Habtlbt,)  that  this 
was  the  ground  apon  which  the  clause  was  foondr 
ed,  all  the  French  force  bong  withdrawn.  He 

Sive  credit  to  the  candor  of  his  eoUeagne  for 
e  deelarttioni  and  it  was  in  this  point «  visv 
which  he  had  always  considered  it,  beeaoa^  he 
had  stated  that,  no  doubt,  an  agent  from  that 
quarter  had  come  with  propositions  tooorOor- 
emment. 

Mr.  G.  repeated  some  of  his  former  reasons 
against  the  policy  of  promoting  the  independcnec 
of  St.  Domingo.  He  heard  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  with  regret,  repeat  one  of  thoee 
illiberal  ideas  that  had  heen  so  frequently  intn>- 
duced  here,  by  saying  that  gentlemen  seemed  o^ 
posed  to  this  measure,  because  it  would  be  injurt- 
ous  to  France. 

Some  remarks  had  been  made  on  the  probatality 
of  peace  being  made  with  Prance.  He  did  not 
mean  now  to  consider  this  sabject,  became  he 
did  not  consider  it  as  connected  with  this  bilL 
In  the  course  of  the  session,  he  suppwed  qoea- 
tions  would  come  before  the  Hou&e,  in  which 
it  would  be  proper  to  touch  this  point.  At  pres- 
ent, he  wished  to  make  no  change  in  our  sitnn- 
tioo. 

Mr.  Cbamplin  observed,  that  he  did  not  allade 
to  anything  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
said,  when  he  spoke  of  a  common  interest  betwe^ 
this  country  and  France.  He  drew  this  from 
what  fell  from  the  gentlenum  from  Virginia,  that 
we  are  interested  in  (be  preservatiMi  of  uie  French 
marine. 

Mr.  PinoKHBT  wished  to  make  a  single  obsem- 
tion  up'jn  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  In  order  to  defeat  alt  that  has  been 
said  about  this  section  holding  out  a  lure  for  the 
establidunent  of  the  independence  <tf  St.  Do- 
mingo, it  need  only  be  said,  that  it  is  confined 
to  the  colonies  which  are  under  the  jurisdio- 
tion  of  France.  The  language  this  elanse  i^ 
'*  so  long  as  you  continue  dependent,  we  will  tmtt 
with  you. 

Mr.  Nicholas  ex[dained. 

Mr.  SFBAaoB  obsnvef  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  insisted  upon  it,  that,  without  this 
amendment^  this  bill  would  hold  out  a  lure  to  in- 
surrections m  St.  Domingo,  and  that  if  gentlemen 
did  not  wish  to  encourage  these,  they  must  agree 
to  the  amendment.  What  is  this  encouragement? 
It  is,  '*  if  you  will  forbear  committing  denreda- 
tions,  which  we  have  heretofore  experienced  fron 
you,  we  wiU  open  our  trade  wiih  you."  Then, 
according  to  toe  gentlem«n'a  reasoping,  aeis  41 
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hoacBitf  against  the  commerce  of  this  countrjr, 
favorable  to  France;  or  rather,  ceasing  to 
commit  tbem  is  an  act  of  rebelHoo  agmtnst  the 
nother  country ;  and,  to  hold  out  a  Inre  on  our 
part,  to  slop  these  depredations,  is  so  contrary  to 
the  views  of  France,  as  to  give  a  high  offence  to 
that  countrv* 

Mr-  McDowell  remarked,  that  gentlemen  op- 
fotei  to  this  amendment,  all  agree  that  the  sec- 
tion, as  it  stands,  holds  out  no  lure  to  insurrection 
in  the  French  West  India  islands ;  if  not,  why 
^oold  they  object  to  this  amendment,  which  is 
oslr  calculated  to  make  certain  wbat  is  at  present 
AobWoI  to  some  members.  He  wished  gentle- 
men to  consider  what  might  be  the  conaequrace 
of  sathorizing  the  President  to  treat  with  unao- 
Aorized  persons.  Gentlemen  have  stated,  and  he 
mi^osed  truly,  that  the  trade  of  this  island  of  St. 
Domingo  is  a  gold  mine  to  the  merchants  of  this 
coutry;  and  he  was  afraid  that  the  richness  of 
this  tnrae  had  too  much  attraction  to  be  resisted 
by  those  concerned  in  it,  though  it  might  be  dear- 
ly porehased  by  the  nation  atlarge.  He  differed 
widely  in  opinion  from  the  geotieman  from  South 
Carolma,  with  respect  to  the  effect  which  the  in- 
Aependeuce  of  that  island  would  have  upon  this 
country ;  he  believed  it  was  by  no  means  a  deaira- 
Ue  event  to  this  country. 

Mr.  LtviHoeTON  was  afraid,  and  it  could  not  be 
too  often  repeated,  that  the  committee  are  losing 
at^tof  those  great  principles  which  gentlemen 
have  heretofore  bo  warmly  espoused,  viz :  the  dan- 
ger of  interftring  with  the  concerns  of  other  Oov- 
cnunents.  It  has  been  said  that  this  detestable 
has  been  practised  to  an  extent  in  Europe, 
unknown  to  the  ancient  or  modern  world.  If  this 
im  tnie,  though  he  wa^  not  himself  inclined  to  be- 
Here  it  is  a  modern  doctrine,  it  certainly  ought 
BOt  to  be  practised  by  nations  wbo  make  the  law 
of  nations  their  rule  of  action. 

We  have  complained,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  another 
Goyemment  has,  by  invitation,  by  words,  not  by 
acts^  attempted  to  separate  tbe  citizens  of  this 
country  from  its  Government,  ti  the  fact  is 
wdi  founded,  and  could  be  proved,  it  ought  doubt- 
less to  have  excited  the  indignation  of  all  Ame- 
nou  Let  us,  uid  Mr.  L.,  see  what  we  are  about 
to  do.  We  are  about  to  say,  bjr  law,  "that  wt 
will  give  particolar  advantages  in  trade,  whra- 
crer  any  port  of  the  dependenein  of  Fraace  slmll 
be  fcnud  to  act  differently  from  tbe  whole  bodr 
of  the  ikattOD,  and,  of  course,  contrary  to  tbe  wiU 
of  their  Government."  Are  we  not  about  to  do 
dtis7  No  man  who  reads  this  bill  can  hesitate  to 
say  we  are. 

But  gentlemen  say  it  is  no  lore  thrown  out  to 
the  dependencies  of  France,  to  say  to  them^  "  Yon 
ought  to  refrain  from  committing  depredations 
upon  Ae  commerce  of  the  United  States."  This 
is  a  strange  argument.  The  refraining  from  these 
acts,  for  me  advantages  of  our  commerce,  is  the 
lore.  If  it  is  right  in  the  United  S:ates  to  nego- 
tiate with, a  part  of  the  French  dominions,  in  or- 
der to  induce  tbem  to  act  differently  from  their 
Gorerament,  whether  right  or  wrong,  it  would  be 
tigkt  fw  a  ford^  Qovemiaent  to  negotiate  wiUi , 
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separate  parts  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  ne- 
gotiating with  the  General  Government.  The 
ri{^t  must  be  reciprocal. 

France  niay,  for  instance,  consider  the  law  an- 
tfaorizing  the  fitting  out  of  vessels  in  the  United 
States,  to  cruise  against  her,  as  an  act  of  hostility, 
and  very  injurious  to  her.  Suppose,  then,  the 
Government  of  France  were  to  say  to  the  in* 
habitants  of  New  York,  or  Boston,  "Provided 
you  'sbalt  refrain  from  fitting  out  any  vessels 
against  our  trade,  we  will  refrain  from  capturing 
your  ressels."  Would  not  a  conduct  of  this  kind 
excite  a  far  greater  degree  of  indignity  in  the 
American  Government  and  people,  than  any  con- 
duct of  the  French  Qovernment  has  yet  excited  1 
It  eerteinly  would.  Tet.  where  is  the  diffierenet 
between  this  conduct  and  thai  which  we  are  pur- 
suing? He  could  see  none.  Will  gentlemen  say 
"we  are  right,  and  they  are  wrong}  because 
they  are  making  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce, and  refuse  to  do  tu  justice?"  This  will 
give  no  answer.  Every  nation  is  its  own  judge, 
and  can  always  declare  wemselves  right,  ana  their 
enemy  wrong. 

But  gentlemen  say  no  negotiation  is  to  taltt 
^ce.  Will  the  President,  said  Mr.  L.,  when  he 
finds  privateers  no  longer  fitted  out  at  certain 
ports,  renew  intercourse  at  once  with  such  port& 
without  any  assurance  that  tbe  same  conduct  will 
be  pursued  7  Some  intercourse  must  take  place 
before  a  proclamation  can  be  issued  declaring 
that  the  practice  of  privateering  has  ceased  at  any 
place.  Here  is  thto  a  negotiation,  and  a  treaty, 
not  only  with  a  colony,  but  with  any  other  port 
or  placc^  which  will  make  application  for  it ;  yet 
we  say  an  inierfereDce  with  ioreuni  Governmentt 
cannot  be  sufficiently  detested.  We  say  this,  and 
yet  we  are  about  to  do  the  same  thing,  not  by 
words  only,  but  by  a  solemn  legislative  proceeding 

Gentlemen  say  wherever  an  authority  is  exer- 
cised, it  must  be  supposed  to  be  legal,  and  referred 
to  the  different  Powers  which  have  neeo  established 
during  the  Revolution  in  France.  This  was  rea- 
soning from  particular  aeencieq  to  a  General 
Government.  In  case  of  a  revolution  in  the 
Government  of  a  nation,  'he  would  not  inqnire 
how  the  new  Government  came  by  its  power. 
It  woold  be  sufficient  for  him  that  they  had  it 
But  with  respect  to  io^vidnab  who  exercise  a 
subordinate  power  they  can  never  be  equal  to 
making  a  national  compact.  A  governor,  com- 
mandant, or  Justice  of  peae^  may  h«  negotiated 
with  under  this  act:  and,  if  diis  amenomeot  be 
rejected,  we  not  only  say  we  will  negotiate  widb 
particular  persons,  but  we  expressly  declare  that 
we  will  n^otiate  with  persons  not  under  the 
Government.  Gentlemen  say  this  bill  means 
that  persons  legally  constituted  only  should  be 
treated  with,  but  they  refuse  to  say  so  by  admit- 
ting an  amendment  which  makes  tbe  matter  clear. 
What  is  tbe  meanin^of  this?   What,  but  if  the 

feneral  expression  is  suffered  to  stand,  the  Pres- 
ent would  have  it  in  hb  power  to  negotiate  with 
any  man  who  chooses  to  bbt  he  is  in  power  under 
the  authority  of  France.  The  infercsnce  is  dear. 
An  insinuation  had  been  thrown  dut  tkM  gen- 
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tlemen  wished  ratber  to  promote  the  interests  of 
France  than  of  their  own  country.  If  any  infer- 
ence of  this  kind  is  proper,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  re- 
Terse  is  true.  QcDtlemea  say  they  do  not  mean 
to  detach  any  part  of  the  dependencies  of  France 
from  the  QoTernment— and  if  so,  it  certaioly  must 
be  an  advaotage  to  France  to  open  a  commercial 
intercourse  with  inch  of  them  as  are  id  disttess 
for  proTidooe— to  allow  them  to  receiTe  directly, 
what  ther  now  reeeire  in  a  ciienitons  manner. 
If,  therefore,  he  and  his  friends  wished  to  serve 
France,  they  had  only  to  Join  gentlemen  in  this 
measnre;  but,  intead  of  this,  said  Blr.  we  give 
it  oar  most  decided  opposition. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pimoknbt)  yesterday  told  the  committee  that  an 
ungrounded  jealousy  bad  taken  possession  of  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen,  and  particularly,  said 
Mr.  L.,  of  mine.  That  a  eonstaot  distrust  was 
shown  with  respect  to  the  execution  of  every 
Executire  measure.  It  may  be  so.  Whether  I 
bare  reason  for  this  distrust,  circumstances  may 
determine. 

[Mr.  PiNCKjiET  said  be  did  not  mention  the 
Execntirei  he  was  spealuog  mt  the  subject  of 
war.] 

Mr.  L.  said,  it  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  A 
distrust  relative  to  war,  must  relate  to  Executive 
measures;  for  the  me&sures  taken  in  this  House 
r^tive  to  war,  must  he  in  connexion  with  Exe- 
cutive measures.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  never  con- 
sidered jealousy,  though  a  fault  when  carried  to 
excess,  a  much  less  fault  in  governmental  proceed- 
ings than  blind  confidence;  and  if  I,  said  Mr.  h., 
am  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  jealous  man, 
I  must  consider  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina as  a  blind  lover,  who  cannot  see  faults  where 
they  really  exist  Which  of  the  two  dispositions 
may  be  indulged  with  the  least  dans^r,  he  left  to 
the  committee  to  determine.  For  his  own  part, 
when  he  saw  gentlemen  oppose  an  amendment, 
whieh  ffoes  to  meet  what  tney  say  is  the  (Aject 
of  this  Dill,  he  could  not  avoid  a  jealous  fear  that 
something  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear. 

Mr.  J.  WILLIAMS  did  not  intend  to  have  said 
anything  on  this  subject  as  it  is  principally  a 
eommeroial  eoneem.  of  which  he  knew  but  little; 
but  he  also  eooceivea  that  the  agricultural  interest 
is  connected  with  it  Gentlemen  are  afraid  more 
is  meant  by  this  bill  than  meets  the  eye;  they  are 
afraid  to  take  a  worm  or  a  fly.  lest  a  hook  should 
be  concealed  in  them.  Insteao  of  war,  he  thought 
this  bill  calculated  to  promotepeace.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  Hispaniola 
cannot  support  itself.  How  mast  they,  then,  get 
support?  Either  we  must  supply  them,  or  they 
must  depend  upon  neutral  islands,  or  the  people 
must  bend  their  whole  force  upon  our  commerce. 
What,8aidhe,ismo8t|ffndenttodo?  Hethougfat 
the  rwulation  proposed  bv  this  bill  the  best  that 
could  M  hit  upon.  Bur  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  said  we  are  oUiged  to  send  our  tobacco 
throug^h  Spain  to  France;  is  this,  said  he,  an  ad-- 
vantagetotbe  people  of  this  country?  It  may 
be  presumed,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  the  President  will 
go  no  further  in  Uus  faasitun  than  the  intarett  of  | 
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the  country  requires.  This  jealousy  of  the  Prest- 
deat  has  a  bad  effect;  because,  from  a  want  of 
confidence  in  this  officer,  he  will  be  unable  to  da 
any  thing  for  us.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

It  was  negatived — i9  to  41. 

Mr.  EooLEBTON  hoped,  since  {^utlemea  bad 
opposed  several  amendments  which  had  been 
onered,  with  a  view  of  baiefitiiw  the  commerce 
of  certain  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  whieh 
they  belong,  he  hoped  they  would  support  an 
amendment  which  ne  should  propose,  out  of 
gard  for  the  commerce  of  that  part  of  me  country 
to  which  he  bdonged.  We  are,  said  he,  engi^ 
in  carryiug  on  a  commerce  in  tobacco  to  France. 
This  commerce  is  of  no  advantage  to  France,  but 
it  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  part  of  the  conntrr 
where  it  is  raised ;  and  though  we  do  not  thiai 
it  prudent  to  trust  American  vessels  to  carry  It  to 
France,  from  the  risk  they  would  run  of  being 
plundered  and  robbed,  be  hoped  this  commerce 
would  be  suffered  to  be  carriea  on  by  foreign  nes- 
tral  vessels.  To  effect  this  purpose,  he  moved  u> 
strikeout  of  the  first  section  the  words  "  hired  or 
employed."  This  would  give  an  opportunity  to 
sncn  as  choose  to  accept «  it,  to  employ  neutral 
vessels. 

Mr.  Dent  said,  this  amendment»wonld  not  be 

in  order  until  the  bill  was  gone  through. 

The  Chaibman  confirmed  this  opinion. 

Mr.  EaoLESTON  said  he  would  niove  it  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  Spaioht  said,  as  he  had  been  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  lose  one  amendment,  he  would  propme 
another,  which  would,  if  agreed  to,  leave  the  bill 
as  he  wished  it  to  have  stood  at  first 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  4th  section, 
so  that  it  should  read  thus: 

-  That,  St  any  time  after  the  paanng  of  this  act,  it 
flhall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  and  oonaistent  with  the 
interest  of  the  United  Sutee,  to  remit  and  discontinns  fb* 
restraints  and  wohibitiona  aJbreaaid,  either  with  ntftd 
to  the  French  K^nblic,  or  to  any  islandiport,  or  pne^ 
belonging  to  ths  aaid  RepubUe,  with  whidi  coBuiirrial 
interoonrse  may  aafily  be  renewed :  and  also  revive  die 
said  restrainta  and  prohibitioiis,  wfaetwrer,  in  his  opfaj* 
ion,  the  interest  of  the  United  States  dull  reqain,  sad 
he  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authraind  to  niks  jpms' 
maUon  thereof  aooordiBftr*" 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  there  being  tt 
votes  for  it. 

The  fifth  section  then  came  under  eonstden* 
tion;  it  was  in  the  following  words: 

-  Sac.  6.  And  be  U  further  tnaettd,  That  it  ahal 
be  lawful  for  the  Vnaa&at  of  the  United  Sutes,  if  he 
ihall  judge  it  expedient  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  to  issae  a  proclamation  for  aaspeadiiig 
and  prohibiting  all  commercial  interconrse  between  die 
United  States  and  any  port  or  place  in  the  West  Indias 
or  elsewhere,  in  which  vessels  or  privateers,  commit- 
sioned  by  or  sailing  under  color  of  authori^  from 
French  Repntdie,  shall  be  built  repaired,  or  otfienriis 

I equipped  as  vessels  of  war,  for  the  porpose  of  craiiiBf 
agatikst  n  eaptaring  dw  vessels  of  tfia  United  States, 
wwkh  ai^  port  or  place  at  whieh  skips  ervnaaalssf 

Digitized  Dy  Google 


jmSTORT  OF  CONGRBSa 

hUercaurw  with  Frtmce. 


2781 

Jamdart,  1799.] 


the  United  States,  captured  by  ahips  of  war  or  priTa- 
teers,  sailing  ander  the  authority  or  color  of  autnori^ 
from  the  French  Republic,  ■hall  or  may  be  carried  in, 
and  condemned  or  sold.  And  it  shall  also  be  lawfttl 
fa  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  raroke  any 
ancfa  proclamation,  whenever,  in  his  t^nnion,  the  public 
iBtenst  may  require  the  same.  Proridedi  That  the 
departure  of  any  diip  or  Teasel  shall  not  be  lestraiued 
by  any  prodamation  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act  until 
w  exmntion  of  one  month  from  the  date  thereof,  nor 
shaB  tlie  entiy  of  any  ship  or  veaaet  within  any  port  of 
Hm  United  States,  be  prevented  Inr  any  proclamation, 
mitil  the  expiration  of  two  months  from  the  date  of 
aneh  pnxdaination,  unless  inch  proclamation  shall  re- 
Bit  aiM  diacMitinue  all  the  raatiaiDts  and  prohibitions 
impnaed  by  this  act." 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  to  strike  out  this  section. 
He  did  not  know  why  authority  was  ^iven  to  the 
President  to  suspend  our  commercial  intercourse, 
on  the  terms  here  stated.  It  is  said  that  this  in- 
tCTCOurse  may  be  snspended  with  any  port  or  place 
in  which  prirateen  shall  be  built,  or  repairea,  dbc. 
He  anpjtoMd  that  the  nations  alluded  to  are  under 
oUigntion,  by  treaty,  to  permit  Tessels  thus  to 
come  in  aad  repair,  &c.,  and  because  this  is  al- 
lowed, shall  the  President  cut  off  our  commerce 
with  uaese  places?  He  hoped  not.  He  was  not 
willing  to  go  to  any  such  extremity,  and  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  not 

Mr.  Chahplin  hoped  the  section  would  not  be 
stnick  out.  Great  aouses  were  committed  in  the 
Dutch  and  Spanish  islands  in  the  West  Indies. 
In  Cnracoa  our  seamen  are  imprisoned,  and  ves- 
sels commissioned  by  the  French  Republic  are 
permitted  to  equip  in  those  ports,  and  follow  our 
ships  immediately  upon  their  getting  under  way. 
He  did  not  believe  the  law  of  nations  would  justi- 
ly  the  treatment  which  our  seamen  there  received, 
whether  or  not  these  abuses  could  be  corrected, 
he  could  not  tell ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  give  to  the  President  the  power  of  cutting  off 
our  intereonrse  with  those  iuands ;  which,  how- 
erer,  it  might  be  necessary  to  hold  oret  them  in 

Mr.  Batasu  said,  it  was  clear  to  him  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  bad  not  considered  this 
sabject  in  its  proper  light.  If  the  United  States 
have  a  beneficial  trade  to  anjr  of  these  islands^  it 
would  Dot  be  cut  off  by  this  bill ;  because  the 
authority  eiven  is  discretionary,  and  it  must  be 
exercised  »r  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
And  will  any  gentleman  say,  that  anything  in  the 
law  €^  natiims  will  prevent  us  from  thus  protect- 
ing our  commerce?  What  hare  we  to  do  with 
the  treaties  of  these  islands  1  If  they  are  obliged 
by  treaty  to  give  harbor  to  these  privateers,  it  may 
be  a  good  reason  why  we  ought  not  to  declare 
war  against  th^Dj  but  not  against  our  cutting  off 
our  intercourse  with  them.  Our  right,  in  this  re- 
spect, is  uolimited,  and  the  exercising  of  it  could 
not,  therefore,  |rive  any  just  ground  of  complaint. 
If  those  who  indulge  these  practices  tbinlc  it  is 
more  tbeir  interest  to  do  so  than  to  bare  an  open 
intercourse  with  us,  let  them  continue  to  indulge 
them.  If  not^  they  will  refrain  from  them. 

Mr.  Ona  said,  he  would  state  the  motives  which 
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induced  the  committee  to  insert  this  clause  in  the 
bill.  It  was  stated  to  the  committee,  that  ravages 
and  depredations  to  a  great  and  mischievous  ex- 
tent are  sanctioned  by  the  Governors  of  various 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  with  which  the  United 
Stales  are  at  peace.  At  Curacoa,  Havana,  Porto 
Rico,  our  vessels,  captured  by  French  priva- 
teers, are  taken  in  and  sold,  and  sometimes  by  ves- 
seb  uncommissioned.  It  also  appears,  by  docu- 
ments on  the  table,  that  the  judges  and  officers 
who  condemn  them,  are  concerned  in  the  vessds 
who  make  the  captures.  This  being  the  state  of 
things,  i|  was  thought  necessary  to  introduce  a 
section  of  this  kind ;  for,  since  the  fourth  section 
is  agreed  to,  it  is  most  probable  that  all  the  resaels 
which  heretofore  sailed  from  St.  Domingo  will  be 
driven  to  these  places.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
doing  the  business  by  halves,  were  not  a  section 
of  this  kind  to  be  adopted.  With  respect  to  the 
argument  that  these  islands  are  obliged  by  treaty 
to  admit  French  prizes  into  their  ports,  there  ma^ 
be  a  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  of  this 
kind ;  but  if  these  prizes  are  taken  from  a  neutral 
Power  instead  of  an  enemy,  and  Spain  thus  be- 
comes leagued  with  France  against  us,  such  a 
treaty  ought  not  to  be  binding  upon  us.  He  could 
not  believe  that  Spain  had  entered  into  any  tre^ 
which  would  countenance  such  a  practice.  We 
might  as  well  suppose  that  F ranee  had  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  Spain  to  receive  stolen  goods, 
or  to  make  tbeir  ports  receptacles  of  pirates.  He 
did  not  mean  to  enlarge,  because  gentlemen  seem 
determined  to  0]>p03e  every  pKnciple  of  this  bill, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  let  these  gentiemen  have  their  talk 
to  themselves. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware did  not  understand  him.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  seems  to  have  understood 
him,  but  had  not  satisfied  him.  Mr.  N.  did  not 
mean  to  deny  that  we  have  the  right  to  interdict 
our  commerce  with  any  country  we  please;  but, 
if  prior  to  our  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
with  Spain,  a  treaty  existed  between  France  and 
Spain,  in  wnich  the  right  was  reciprocally  allowed 
to  carry  prizes  into  each  other's  ports,  with  which 
we  were  acquainted  at  the  time,  if  we,  because 
Spain  admits  of  these  prizes,  interdict  oiu  com- 
merce with  any  of  her  possessions,  we  violate  out 
treaty,  aad  she  will  be  at  liberty  to  say  the 
treaty  shall  be  no  longer  binding.  This,  Mr.  N. 
said,  was  the  objection  in  his  mind  to  this  sec- 
tion, for  which  ne  did  not  think  himself  deserv- 
ing of  the  reproof  which  he  had  received.  As  to 
the  argument  that  no  harm  could  arise  from  giv- 
ing the  President  this  power,  it  was  sufficient  to 
answer,  that  when  power  is  given  it  is  expected 
to  be  exercised,  and  if  this  power  be  likely  to  run 
foul  upon  a  treaty,  it  ought  not  to  be  given. 

Mr.  Qallatin  believed  it  impossible  to  mistake 
the  meaning  of  this  section.  It  is  extremely 
plaio.  and  the  gentieman  from  Massachnsetts  is 
doubtless  right  in  endeavoring  to  make  this  a 

Earty  question,  in  order  to  prevent  its  rejection, 
ecBUse  he  defied  that  gentleman  to  support 
the  propriety  of  the  section  by  argument.  He, 
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therefore,  makes  ao  appeal  to  party,  hy  sayiog  it 
will  be  best  to  leave  geottemen  to  their  own  con- 
versation. Mr.  Q.  believed  so  too,  because  it 
would  be  imposjiible  for  the  friends  of  this  section 
to  answer  the  objections  brought  against  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  com- 
Dlains  that  every  section  of  this  bill  is  opposed. 
No  put  of  this  Dill,  said  Mr.  G.,  which  is  similar 
to  the  law  as  it  now  siands  haa  been  opposed,  but 
only  the  new  priaeiples  which  have  oeen  intro- 
doced  into  it ;  and  could  it  be  expected  that  we 
should  sit  silently  to  see  a  section  pass  like  the 
present,  which  authorizes  the  President  of  the 
ITnited  States  to  interdict  all  our  intercourse  with 
Spain  and  Holland,  without  sayiag  it  is  wrong  1 
Because  this  power  is  to  be  lodged  where  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  it  is  expedient  for  the  United  States 
it  ought  to  be  lodged,  are  we,  said  Mr.  G.,  to 
place  an  unlimited  conndeoce  in  the  President  on 
the  subject  of  commerce,  which  the  Constitution 
iaa  exclusively  placed  in  our  hands?  Gould  it 
be  supposed  that  members  on  this  floor  who  re- 
present the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  and  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee^ sntnild  be  silent  when  a  provision  is  pro- 
posed to  the  House  which  might  go  to  prevent 
those  parte  of  the  countrr  from  exporting  a  bushel, 
of  wheat  or  a  barrel  of  flour  1  Tnis  could  not  be 
expected ;  for  ^  own  part,  he  could  scarcely  be- 
lieve his  own  eyes,  when  he  read  this  section  of 
the  bill. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
had  said  about  the  imprisonment  of  our  seamen, 
this  bill  has  no  relation  to  them.  This  section 
says  that  the  President  shall  have  pow»  to  sus- 

giod  our  intercourse  with  all  those  places  in  which 
rench  privateers  shall  be  built,  repaired,  &c.  Is 
it  not  known,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  Spain  and  Hol- 
land are  parties  in  the  present  war  against  Oreat 
Britain,  and  that  therefore  their  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies  and  ekewbere  must  receive  French 
I«iv»teers  and  suffer  them  to  be  repaired?  Indeed, 
they  ant  interested  in  all  their  captures  of  British 
ressels  and  property ;  and  if,  under  the  pretence 
o€  cruising  against  the  British^  they  bring  in  Ame- 
rican vessels,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  ports 
of  Spain  and  Holland  can  refuse  them  harbor.  It 
is  clear  that  every  port  of  the  possessions  of  Spain 
and  Holland  does  and  must  admit  French  priva- 
teers. Whilst  parties  in  the  war  they  can  m  no 
way  avoid  it ;  and.  unless  we  mean  to  make  ererv 
nation  in  Europe  a  party  in  our  disputes  witn 
France,  and  declare  war  against  them  as  joint  en- 
emies with  France,  we  ought  not  to  pass  a  clause 
like  the  present. 

Is  it,  asked  Mr.  G.,  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions to  8u£fer  the  ve&sels  of  a  belligerent  Power 
to  be  built  in  a  neutral  port?  Certainly  not,  for 
we  admit  (tf  it  ourselves.  We  are  now  building 
ressals  for  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  which  are  intended 
to  cruise  against  neutral  nations;  and  how  can 
we,  therefore,  say  it  is  a  breach  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions? In  building  these  vessels,  we  do  not  sup- 
pose that  we  have  anything  to  do  with  their 
enipl6yment  But  the  prohibition  is  still  more 
extraordinary  when  it  is  extended  to  places  in 
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which  French  prizes  are  permitted  to  be  con- 
demned or  sold.  So  far  as  relates  to  condemna- 
tion, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  seems  not 
to  understand  it.  Most  neutral  nations  have  ad- 
mitted of  a  consular  jurisdiction  by  France  with 
respect  to  the  sale  of  their  prizes,  though  we  have 
not.  They  afe  considered  as  an  inferior  court  of 
admiralty,  and  we  hare  no  right  to  find  fault  with 
any  nation  for  admitting  of  them,  though  W« 
have  not  chosen  to  do  so.  But  the  bill  does  not 
only  contemplate  cases  of  condemnation,  but  also 
those  of  sale.  Did  not  we^id  Mr.  G.,  before  the 
British  Treaty,  suffer  the  French  to  bring  in  and 
sell  their  prizes  in  our  ports  1  It  is  tro^  a  neu- 
tral nation  is  not  obliged  to  permit  Uie  sale  of  the 
prizes  of  belligerent  Powers ;  it  is  a  thing  which 
they  may  do  or  not,  as  they  find  it  their  interest  p 
we  nave  done  it,  and  we  should  have  thought  it 
very  extraordinary  if,  on  that  account,  Great  Brit- 
ain should  have  said,  we  will  prohibit  all  inter- 
course with  you,  because  you  permit  French  prizes 
to  be  sold  in  your  ports. 

What  is  the  ground  upon  which  this  business 
is  taken  ?  There  is  no  official  document  before  the 
House ;  it  is  true  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts has  r^  a  memorial  to  show  that  the  judges 
in  Curacoa  are  corrupt,  and  have  suffered  {vizes 
to  be  sold  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  Bat 
what  is  the  natural  course  to  be  taken  in  sneh 
eases  7  Certainly  for  our  Executive  to  negotiate 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  not  cut  off  at  one 
blow  our  intercourse,  without  waiting  for  any  re- 
presentation on  the  subject.  The  same  ground  of 
complaint,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  existed  in  some  of  the 
British  West  India  islands.  Have  gentlemen  few- 
gotten  what  was  done  at  Cape  Nichola  Mole  t 
And  did  we  think  it  right  at  that  time  to  suspend 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  the  British? 
No ;  the  first  step  was  to  negotiate  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government 

A  provision  like  the  present  is  extremely  noveL 
It  proposes  to  jdace  an  unlimited  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  as  to  the  interdiction  of 
our  commerce.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and says  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  this.  If 
so.  said  Mr.  G.,  Congress  might  as  well  pass  a  law 
for  the  President  to  do  whatever  he  thinks  proper 
with  respect  to  our  commerce.  But,  if  we  mean 
to  preserve  peace  with  all  nations,  except  France} 
we  ought  not  to  act  thus;  for  we  are  not  au- 
thorized by  the  law  of  nations  in  a  conduct  of  this 
kind. 

Again :  with  respect  to  Hdland,  we  have  de- 
clared by  a  treaty  with  that  country  that  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  which  we 
grant  to  the  most  favored  nation.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  without  violating  that  treaty,  prevent 
vessels  from  Curacoa,  or  any  other  Dutch  posses- 
sion, from  coming  into  our  ports. 

Mr.  G.  wished,  however,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  postponed  his  motion  until  the 
amendments  proposed  to  be  made  to  this  section 
had  been  adopiea  or  rejected,  as  he  supposed  it 
would  be  necessary  to  retain  the  latter  part  of  the 
seetitn. 
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Tbe  qoestion  oo  striking  out  wm  put  and  ne- 
gattTed— 48  to  34. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  mond  to  strike  out  the 
wkole  of  the  proriso  of  the  sectitm.  The  motion 
WIS  carried— 45  to  31. 

Hr.  Gallatin  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  re- 
nuinder  of  the  section.  He  had  voted  against  the 
notion  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  because 
he  though  t  the  proriso  neoesnry ;  hut  as  that  had 
beoi  struck  out,  he  htqied  the  remainder  would 
foUov  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ooaoon,  the  committee  rose 
and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fbidat,  Jano«rf  25. 

ALIEN  AND  SEIHTION  I.AW8. 

Ur.  Hatemb  presented  a  memorial  from  the  iu- 
faaluianls  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  &e.,  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  exiweaaing  their  alarm  on  ae- 
CMM  of  the  alien  and  seditimi  laws  passed  at  the 
kit  sessimk,  which  they  e^msider  as  inconsistent 
bodi  with  the  spirit  miuf  letter  of  the  Constitatira, 
ud  pmy  fffir  a  repeal  diereof.  Referred  to  a  Com- 
nitiee  of  the  Whole  House— 43  Totes  to  S7. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  PRANCE. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Wkole  oo  the  bill  further  to  suspend  our  commer- 
eiU  intercourae  with  France,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
QuUTiN  to  strike  out  the  remainder  of  tbe  fifUi 
Mction  being  ooder  consideration. 

BIr.  Sbwall  aaid,  he  had  heard  no  reason  giren 
fiir^  strikioff  out  of  this  section  which  had  any 
vci^  upon  nis  mind.  It  is  no  more  than  the 
cxerdse  <»  a  ri^t  which  every  commercial  coiu- 
try  ponesses  of  regolating  its  ctHnmerce  in  such  a 
■nuuieras  appears  to  be  for  their  interest.  It  is 
u  internal,  a  nd  not  an  eiternat  regulation,  which 
does  Dot  affect  any  other  country,  except  inci- 
dentally. The  countries  alluded  to  have  regu- 
lated their  commerce  in  the  most  arbitrary  man- 
na- with  respect  to  us ;  when  they  choose  to  re- 
eeire  our  flour  and  salt  provisions,  they  say  so, 
Uit  this  is  only  when  it  suits  their  coDveoieoce. 
Nor  is  this  ever  considered  by  us  as  a  cause  of  of- 
fence }  on  the  coDtrary,  we  have  always  consider- 
ed ouselves  as  bound  to  submit  to  them. 

he  thought  a  sufficient  argument  against 
all  thii  had  been  said  as  to  this  r^uhuion  Ming  a 
caoie  of  offence. 

Mr.  S.  would,  however,  if  he  were  not  prevoxt- 
eo  by  the  present  moticni,  more  to  exclude  the 
cases  buddiuff,  repairing  or  equipping  of  ves- 
•els  in  tbe  ports  descnbed  in  this  section.  These, 
he  though^  oughc  not  to  be  considered  as  causes  of 
OKDce.  Besides,  in  such  cases,  it  would  be  found 
impossible  to  execute  the  law,  as  it  would  be 
impossiUe  to  ascertain  for  what  purpose  ves- 
sels are  boildiof.  The  law  would,  therefore,  be 
coostaody  evaded;  but  there  is  a  case  which 
ought  to  be  considered  as  offensive  to  us,  and 
a^ich  ought  to  be  prevented.  He  meant  the  re- 
itting  of  vessels  captured  by  French  privateers, 
ia  Spanish  and  Dutch  ports,  which  is  not  allowed 
hy  the  law  of  nations ;  and  if  such  practices  are 
6th  Com.— 89 
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sanctioned  by  treaty,  it  isa  treaty  injiuious  to  nsj 
and  the  party  having  made  it,  must  lake  their 
choice,  whether  they  will  abide  by  such  stipidfe 
tions,  and  lose  our  commerce,  or  give  np  theff 
treaty,  and  accept  of  our  trade. 

Mr.  S.  believed,  if  practices  of  the  kind  he  had 
mentioned  were  prevented,  tbe  others  would  also 
cease,  as  if  the  French  were  not  allowed  to  refit 
their  prizes,  they  would  not  carry  them  into  those 
islands. 

Mr.  B.  Shith  said,  he  meant  to  have  risen  fbr 
the  purpose  of  proposing  an  amendment  of  the 
kind  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  mentioned ;  and  he  trusted  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  have  tbe  candor  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  purpose  of  admitting 
this  amendment,  as  he  might  afterwards  move  to 
sQ-ike  out  the  section,  if  he  did  not  like  it.  Thtt 
^tteman  seemed  to  found  his  principal  dtne»- 
tioo  to  this  seetiMi  on  its  possibly  affecting  New 
Orleans ;  but  when  he  recollected  that  that  port 
could  never  become  a  resort  for  privateers,  as  they 
could  not,  with  any  sort  of  convenience,  get  up  to 
it,  he  hoped  his  objection  to  the  section  oo  this 
account  would  be  done  away.  This  law  would 
principally  apply  to  tbe  ports  of  the  Havaanah, 
which  are  easy  of  access,  and  which  are  con- 
stantly used  as  harbors  for  privateers  which  de- 
stroy our  commerce.  Boats,  said  he,  lie  under 
the  Moro  Castle,  and  when  our  vessels  pass  by, 
they  row  out  and  cany  them  in,  and  frequently 
proceed  to  sell  them  wimout  trial,  since  the  issue 
of  a  trial  under  the  Oovernment  of  Hedouville 
was  not  quite  so  certain,  as  it  was  under  Santho- 
nax.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  himself  suffered  in  this 
wav,  one  of  his  vesseb  having  been  carried  in 
and  sold  without  trial. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  secti<m  was 
put  and  negatived — 49  to 

Mr.  Sbwall  then  moved  an  amendment^  ti^eb 
being  adopted,  left  the  section  to  read  as  follows : 

"That  it  Bhail  be  lawful  Ibr  the  Prendent  of  die 
United  States,  if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient  andforthe 
interest  of  the  United  States,  to  issoe  a  proclsmstkn 
for  soipendtng  and  pndiibitfnt  aD  commercial  uiter« 
eoone  between  the  United  States  and  any  port  or  plaoe 
in  the  Wcet  Indies  or  elsewhere,  to  which  ships  sr 
Tessels  of  the  United  States,  captured  by  ships  of  ww 
or  priTateers,  aailing  ooder  the  andiority,  or  colw  of 
•nthority  bma  the  Frrach  R^nUic,  shall  be  allowed  te 
be  sent  or  carried  in,  and  to  be  there  c<Hidemn»d  «t 
■old.  And  it  shaU  alM  be  lawful  fbr  tbe  Presideat  «t 
the  United  States  to  revoke  any  such  prodamatkm 
whnieveri  in  his  opinion,  the  public  intwest  may 
quire  the  same." 

On  stiggestion  of  Mr.  EooLEaroN,  Mr.  Sswall 
proposed  tbe  following  amendment,  to  be  inti»- 
duced  after  the  words  **  condemned  or  sold,"  ia 
the  above  section,  which  was  agreed  to. 

"  And  such  prodamation  riiall  be  flfleekBal  to  pr^ 
Teat  the  depaitora  of  any  vesid  which  riiall  not  eofr 
finnn  thereto,  after  notice  has  been  given  of  the  same  at 
the  office  of  the  otdleetocs  of  the  sevenl  distikts  of  the 
United  States ;  and  from  and  after  the  ezpiratiasi  «f 
two  montba,  or  any  longer  time  which  shall  be  therda 
axpnased,  it  shall  be  e&etnal  to  pevent  ttte  entry  ffT 
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•njr  TCHel  ooming  from  any  pcxt  or  plue  widi  wUch 
the  eommeroUl  intercoanai&ulbetherfllrriirohilnted." 
«  The  bill  hariiig  been  gODe  through, 

Ar.  EooLESTON  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
yesterday  moved,  at  a  time  when  it  could  not  be 
admitted,  proposing  that  neatral  vessels  might  be 
hired  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  our  commerce. 
It  was  Degatived,  21  votes  only  being  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Shitb,  the  limitation 
clause  was  amended,  so  as  to  confine  the  operation 
of  this  law  to  the  3d  of  March,  1800. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments  which  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  fifth  section,  and  called  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  complained  of  this  motion,  as 
placing  members  in  an  awkward  situation.  He 
was  against  the  section  as  it  originally  stood,  but 
in  favor  of  it  as  amended. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  there  could  be  no  kind  of 
inconvenience  in  taking  the  question  in  this  way. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  satisfied  with 
the  section  as  proposed  to  be  amended,  he  will,  of 
coarse,  vote  against  the  motion  to  strike  it  out. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  meant  to  vote  in  favor  of  striking 
out  the  section,  because  he  did  not  approve  of  it 
as  amended.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  no  breach  of 
the  law  of  nations  to  allow  the  sale  of  prizes  with- 
in neutral  ports.  Gentlemen  have  said,  we  may 
limitourcommercialintercourseas  we  please.  This, 
he  alio  wed,  mi^ht  be  done,  where  treatiesare  not  in 
the  way ;  but  m  relation  to  Holland,  we  are  bound 
by  treaty  to  receive  them  upon  the  same  terms 
with  the  most  favored  nation ;  we  have  therefore 
no  right  to  interdict  our  commerce  with  that  na- 
tion, except  they  commit  some  act  either  contrary 
to  the  stipulations  of  our  treaty,  or  in  breach  of 
the  law  of  nations.  But,  for  permitting  American 
vessels  to  be  sold  in  their  ports,  we  have  not  a 
right  to  break  our  treatv  with  them;  and  though 
the  Spanish  and  Dutch  islands  in  the  West  In- 
dies, do  receive  or  restrain  our  commerce  at  their 
will,  they;  only  act  towards  us  as  they  act  towards 
other  nations.  But  this  bill  does  not  apply  to  the 
West  Indies  alone;  it  will  apply  to  Amsterdam 
as  well  as  Curacoa  ;  and  if  any  vessel  of  oars  he 
add  as  a  prize  at  Amsterdam,  the  President  will 
be  authorized  to  interdict  onr  commerce  to  Am- 
aterdam.  If,  said  Mr.  we  are  to  go  to  war  with 
France,  he  saw  no  reason  why  we  shoald  break 
OUT  treaty  with  Ht^land,  because  they  do  an  act 
which  is  not  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations.  Till 
the  British  Treaty,  we  had  permitted  British  prizes 
to  be  sold  in  our  ports,  and  we  had,  by  the  law  of 
nations,  a  right  to  do  it  or  not ;  and  Holland  has 
the  same  right  with  respect  to  French  prizes. 
Mr.  Q.  agreed  it  would  be  for  our  interest  that  our 
Tcssds  should  not  be  sold  as  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
Holland;  but  it  cannot  be  allowable  to  say,  be- 
oante  this  is  the  case,  we  will  break  our  treaty 
with  that  nation.  No  nation  ever  yet  complained 
of  a  practice  of  this  kind.  If  this  bill  bad  only 
relation  to  those  Dutch  and  Spanish  ports  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  receive,  or  refuse  to  receive, 
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our  commerce,  at  their  pleasure,  he  would  aot 
have  objected  to  it. 

The  port  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.-Q.  said,  would 
be  included  within  the  operation  of  this  bill.  That 
port  is  in  a  peculiar  situation,  as,  by  onr  treaty 
with  Spain,  it  is  in  fact  rendered  an  American 
port,  to  or  from  which  we  cannot  be  admitted  or 
expelled  at  pleasure.  The  Spaniards  have  agreed 
to  give  it  to  us  for  a  number  of  years ;  and  if,  at 
the  end  of  that  period  they  do  not  choose  to  con- 
tin  ue  to  us  that  portj  they  engage  to  give  us  anoth- 
er, equally  well  suited  for  our  purpose ;  and  to 
give  the  President  the  power  to  suspend  the  in- 
tercourse of  the  Western  country  with  New  Or- 
leans, would  be  much  the  same  thing  as  to  give 
him  power  to  sospend  the  intercourse  between 
Albany  and  New  York ;  because  New  Orleans  i! 
to  Pittabm^,  what  New  York  is  to  Albany. 

Mr.  O.  would  be  glad  if  the  operation  of  the 
bill  could  be  confined  to  ports  in  the  West  Indies; 
because,  since  they  only  receive  our  vessels  when 
they  please,  there  would  be' some  justice,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  do  it,  in  making  this  regulation 
with  respect  to  them.  But  he  did  not  wish  the 
provision  to  extend  to  Europe,  since  it  is  well 
Known  that  the  Governments  of  Spain  and  Hol- 
land are  well  disposed  towards  this  country. 

Mr.  9.  Smith  said  it  was  perfectly  ateurd  to 
suppose  that  New  Orleans  could  ever  be  afiected 
by  this  clause,  since  it  never  could  becomea  place  i 
for  the  resort  of  privateers.  Privateers,  he  said, 
miffht  as  well  be  carried  up  to  Pittsbirrg,  as  New 
Orbans. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Shith) 
was  accurately  informed  as  to  the  situatioa  of 
New  Orleans.  Mr.  C.  had  no  personal  knowl- 
edfre  of  that  port,  but  a  reputable  characttr  hid 
told  him,  that  it  was  accessible  to  privateers,  and 
that  several  prizes  bad  been  brought  there,  during 
the  last  Summer,  but  be  did  not  suppose,  that  the 
practice  would  be  pursued. 

Mr.  C.  said  be  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
section.  He  saw  no,  necessity  for  ceding  to  the 
President  such  general  powers ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  cession  appeared  to  nim  highly  improper.  It  j 
the  clause  was  retained,  the  President  might,  by  a 
single  dash  of  his  pen,  destroy  the  commerce  ta 
the  Wetitem  country ;  and  this  interest,  Mr.  C 
said,  he  was  too  tenacious  of  to  consent  to  tnu»* 
fer  a  power  of  this  kind  to  any  Exeeuttve.  The 
river  Mississippi  was  the  only  commercial  road 
now  opened  to  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  aad 
through  the  dominions  of  Spain  their  exp<Mts  woe 
necessitated  to  pass.  If  the  President  then  should 
forbid  an  intercourse  with  the  Spanish  ports  on 
the  Mississippi,  the  surfilus  produce  of  toe  West- 
ern farmers  would  remain  on  their  hands,  and  the 
rising  prosperity  of  the  Western  Stales  greatly 
checked.  Mr.  C.  said  he  might  be  told  that  froin 
the  great  discernment,  prudence,  and  patriotism  of 
the  President,  an  improper  use  of  power  need  not 
be  apprehended  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  a 
power  improper  to  be  exercised,  ought  not  to  w 
conceded  ;  and  surely  no  gentleman  will  contend 
that  an  intercourse  with  Spain  should  at  this  tin* 

Digitized  by  Google 


Intercourte  viih  Franet. 


2789 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2790 


Jahuabt,  1799.] 


be  snspended.  How  ftr  this  clause  may  affect  the 
commerce  of  the  Atlantic  States,  he  was  not  suffi- 
eientW  ioformed  on  the  subject  to  hazard  an  opm- 
ion.  It  appeared  to  him,  howerer,  that  the  Ame- 
rican trade  was  already  sufficiently  shackled.  Mr. 
C.  could  not  approbate  the  practice  of  coDcediDg 
so  macb  (o  Executive  discretion.  Of  the  motives 
of  the  President  he  had  no  doubt.  He  believed 
them  to  be  strictly  virtuous.  But  the  Presideot, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  must  frequently  act 
up<Hi  the  information  of  others,  which,  in  misdi- 
recting his  judgment,  might  injure  the  public  in- 
terest. 

If  there  are  any  oeutral  ports  to  which  our  com- 
merce should  be  prohibited,  let  gentlemen  name 
the  places,  and  if  their  reasoDs  for  a  suspension  of 
our  intercourse  with  such  places  were  good,  no 
doubt  but  their  wish  would  be  ohiaioed.  But  Mr. 
C.  was  unwilliog  to  throw  all  the  responsibility 
upon  this  head,  upon  th;  President,  where  duties, 
eares,  and  responsibility,  are  already  sufficiently 
Tarions  and  great. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  the 
motion  negatived— 53  to  36,  as  follows : 

Tsu— Almhani  Bsldwui,  David  Bard,  Hms.  Blount, 
Bobert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Thonuts  Claiborne. 
William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Ctaj,  John 
Clopton.  Jdin  Dawaon,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas  El- 
meadori,  William  Piodley,  Albert  Gailatin,  James  Gil- 
leqite,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B  Harri- 
aon,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  Edwud  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Joseph  MoDowdl,  Anthony  New, 
John  NidiolBs,  Tompson  J.  SkinnM,  Wiltiun  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg.  Josa^  B. 
Vamnm,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams, 

NaTS-^ohn  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.  Bailey  Bart- 
let^  Jon^han  Brace,  David  Brot^  Stephen  Bullock, 
UhiiMwherG.  ChampliD,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, William  Craik,  John  Dmnis,  Geoi^^  Dent,  Wil- 
liua  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Channcey 
Goodrich.  William  Gord(»i,  Roger  Oriswold,  William 
Barry  Qron,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hart- 
ley, William  Hindman,  Hezektah  L.  Hosmer,  James 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James 
Madiir.  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Josiah  Parker, 
TboBtts  Fmdioey,  Jdm  Reed,  John  Rntledge,  jr., 
James  Sdiareman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard, 
Thomas  SimiieksoD,  Sanmel  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs 
l^paight,  Peleg  Spragne,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Tho- 
mas, Mark  Hkomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Peleg  Wads- 1 
wavA,  Bobert  Wab,  and  John  William*. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ments to  the  fifth  section,  on  which  Mr.  S.  Smitb 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  question  was  car- 
ried—87  to  1,  as  follows : 

TxAS— Jdm  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
wm,  David  Band,  Bdley  Baitlett,  Thomas  Blount,  Jon- 
athan Bnce^  David  Brooks,  Robert  Brown,  Stephen 
Bnllock,  Samuel  J.  Uaball,  Christopher  O.  ChampHn, 
John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  ClaibOToe,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Claptau,  James 
Coduan,  William  Craik,  John  Dawson,  William  Ed- 
■wmd,  Joeeph  EggtevUm.  Loeas  Elmendor^  Thomas 
BnMk  William  Findley,  Abiel  Foalar,  Dwight  Fostw, 
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Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gilleyis^ 
Hcauy  Glen,  Chaonoey  Goodtieh,  William  Goiwni, 
Andrew  Oiegg,  Roger  Griswc^d,  William  Bsny  Grovs, 
Jdm  A.  Hanna,  R^>ert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Har- 
rison, Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Josefdi 
Heister,  William  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Hexdiah 
L.  Hosoier,  James  H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Samnel 
Lyman,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  William  Mat- 
thews, JosB|4k  McDowell,  Daniel  MiHgan,  Lewis  S. 
Moifia,  Anthony  New,  Jobn  Nichiriai^  Haniaoa  O. 

Isaie  Parker,  Jodah  Patfcer,  Thomas  Phiclmay, 
J<dm  Reed,  John  Rutledgt^  jr..  James  Bdimeman,  6am- 
ud  Sewall,  William  She^rd,  Thos.  Sinnickson,  Toom- 
son  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Rich* 
ard  Dobbs  Speight,  Pelcg  Sprague,  Richard  Sprigg, 
George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson, 
Thomas  Tillb^ast, Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Josqph 
B.  Varnnm,  Abraham  VeoaUe,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Ro- 
bert Wain,  John  Williame,  and  RobertWilliams. 
Nat — George  Dent. 

The  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  the  tenth  section,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  for  and  during  the  space  of  one 
year,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert, 
"until  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,"  was  agreed  to — yeas  57, 
nays  32,  as  follows  : 

YiM—AbrabamBaldwhi,  David  Bard,  Thos.  Blount, 
RcAert  Brown,  Samnel  J.  Cabdl,  John  ChqHnan,  Tho- 
mas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Cliqptmi,  WilUam  Craik.  John  Dawson, 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Jos^b  Egglestoo,  Loeas 
Elmendor^  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  William 
Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodtoe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joo^h  Heu- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Hetdtiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H. 
Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Lo<^  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  Mat- 
thews, Joseph  McDowell,  AnAmij  New,  Jtdm  Nicho- 
las, Isaac  Parker,  Jodah  Pailter,  Thnnas  Knckney, 
J<^  Reed,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  WU- 
Kam  Smith,  Ridiard  Dobbs  Speight,  Richard  Sprigg^ 
Rtehard  Tbomaa,  JAaA  Thomson,  Tbmnas  "miinghasl, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  Robert  Wahi,  and  Robert  Williams. 

N^TS-^idm  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr..  Bailey  Bartlett, 
Jonathan  Brace,  Itevid  Brooks,  StejAen  Bullot^  Chria- 
topher  O.  ChampUn,  James  Codtran,  William  Ed- 
mond, Thomas  Evana,  AUel  Fostw,  Dwight  Fostar, 
HeiOT  Gin,  Chaonoey  Ooodiieh,  William  Oocdon,  So- 
ger Grtswold,  Thomas  Hartley,  mniliam  Hindman, 
Wilkes  Kittna,  Samnd  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewk 
R.  Morris  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Joba  Rulledg^  jr.,  James 
Schoreman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Sb^ard,  Tbinnas 
Sinnickson,  Peleg  Spragne,  George  Thatefaer,  Felsf 
Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams- 
Mr.  W.  Ci^iBOBNB  moved  a  prorisoto  prevent 
this  law  operating  to  suspend  the  commerce  of  the 
Western  country  hy  the  Mississippi.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  the  motion  was  carried — 55 
to  34,  as  follow^ : 

YsAS— John  Allen,  George  Baar,jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, David  Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thomas  Blount,  Jon- 
aOatt  Bmoat  B^ctt  Brown,  St^han  Bnlledt,  Samael 
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J.  Cabetl,  John  Chapman,  Thomaa  Clatborae,  Williua 
Charlea  Cole  Cleibome,  MatUiew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
John  DawBon,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Joseph  £g- 
gleeton,  Lucas  Elmendori;  Thomas  Evans,  William 
Findlejr,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
Gillespie,  Andrew  Gragff,  John  A.  Hanoa,  Carter  B. 
Hanuon,  JotiaUum  N.  Havens,  Jos^h  Heister,  David 
HoliMa,  Walter  Joiwa,  Edward  LivingatM,  MatAew 
Lodu,  James  Maebir»  Nadiainel  MacMu  WilUam  Ma^ 
Aews,  Joseph  McDowell,  Daniel  Morgan,  Anthon; 
New,  John  Nichotaa,Josi^  ftAet,  ThomMsPincknOT, 
John  Reed,  Tompsou  J.  Skiimer,  Samuel  Smith,  WU- 
yam  toith,  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Richatd  Sprigg, 
Mark  ThomsMt.  ThonsB  TiUingluat,  Soba  Trigg,  Jo- 
seph B.  VanuuB,  Afanham  VeuUe,  and  Robert  Wil- 
lutiaa. 

Nats— David  Brooks,  Christogto  G.  Chamfdin, 
James  Cochran,  William  Craik,  William  Edmond, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Henr;  Glen,  Channce; 
Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William 
B.  Grove,  Robert  G.  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley.  William 
Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John 
W.  Kittera,  Samnel  Lyman,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Rntledge,  jr.,  James  Sohure- 
man,  ^mnel  Bewail,  William  Shewd,  Thomaa  Sin- 
nkkaon,  Peleg  ^nagne,  George  Tbctchs,  Richard 
1lMinaa,J(^  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Ro- 
bert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  ffentleman  from  PennsylTania,  he  would 
ntore  »e  following  wonis,  viz :  "On  the  eonti- 
neat  of  America^  so  as  to  exclude  the  operation 
of  this  act  from  Burc^>ean  porta. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 46  to  41,  and  then 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Monday,  January  28. 
Ml.  Habpbb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Ueani,  r^rted  a  b31  inkiikg  appropriations  for 
the  mpport  of  GoTerament  for  the  year  1799; 
iriiieh  was  twice  read  and  oommltted. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  PRANCE. 

The  bill  further  su^odiog  our  ctnnmereial  io- 
tercourse  with  France  and  Mt  depeodencies,  aod 
for  otbef  porposes,  having  been  read  the  third 
time, 

Mr.  Allen  moved  for  a  reeommitmeat  of  the 
biU,  in  order  to  have  ezpuMied  a  proviso  intro- 
diecd  by  the  member  from  iWiessee,  excludi^ 
the  port  of  New  Orleans  from  its  operation. 
staled  his  reason  to  be,  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  was  likely  to  be  a  rendezroos  for  French  pri- 
Tale»s;  but  that  if  it  should  be,  it  ought  to  be 
liable  to  the  same  restrictions  with  other  ports ; 
mnd,  if  it  was  not  likely  to  becomes  harbor  of  pri- 
vateers, to  insert  a  proviso  of  this  kind,  was  to  show 
a  distrust  that  the  President  would  not  exercise 
the  power  given  to  him  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  States. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Otis,  and 
omosed  by  Mef<srs.VENABLB,NicROLAs,  S.  Smith, 
W.  Claiborne,  and  Hasper.  It  was  negatived, 
theyeas  and  nays  being  taken — 74  to  18. 

The  question  on  the  pa«ing  of  the  bill  was 
tiheotakca.4Hid  stood}  yna  55,  nays  87,  as  follows: 
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YiAB— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jao.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Jemes  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  Q.  Champlin,  John  Cht^ 
man,  James  Cochran,  William  Craik,  John  Dennis, 
George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Nathaniel 
Freeman,  jun.,  Hemy  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger 
Griswold,  William  Bany  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, Thomas  Hartl^,  William  Hmdman,  Hezekiah  L. 
Hosmer,  James  H.  fmlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Mchv 
gan,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Jonah  Paricer, 
Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  RuUedge,  jun., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard, 
Thomaa  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Dobba 
Spaight,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Marie  Tba^ 
son,  Thomas  Tilling^st,  John  E.  Van  Alan,  Pdsg 
Wadsworth,  Robert  Wain,  John  WiUiams,  and  Robert 
WiUiams. 

N^Tfr— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard, Thos.  Blount^ 
Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Tho. 
mas  Claiborne,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Cloptott,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Eggleston,  Lucas  Ehnendorf,  William  Finney, 
ARiert  Gallatin,  James  CKlleqoe,  Andrew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Hairison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Joseph  Heiater,  David  Htdmea,  Waher  Jones,  Edwaid 
Lrringston,  Matthew  Lot^e,  Nsdianiel  Macon,  Antho- 
ny Nmv,  John  Nicholas,  Tomp«>n  J.  Skinner,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigfl^  Abram  Tiigg,  Jdm  Tr^, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joeefh  B.  Vsmum,  and  Afa» 
ham  Vmable. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  then  ca^  up  ike  resolution 
which  he  had  laid  upon  the  tttble  some  days  ago^ 
directing  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  augmenting  ri>e 
salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Oovernment ;  and  being  agreed  to  be 
taken  up,  the  question  on  the  reference  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — 53  lo  33. 

MARINE  C0BF8. 

Mr.  Harper  submitted  the  following  reeolotioK: 

"  Retolved,  That  the  Navy  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  whether,  ac- 
cording to  the  existing  legnhi^ona  ofthe  Nav^,  any  and 
what  augmentations  are  necessary  hi  the  Manne  CiHpa, 
as  now  established  by  law." 

Mr.  H.  said  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaaa 
bad  been  informed  that  the  Navy  EstaUiahraaat 
requires  a  greater  number  of  marines  thM  the 
present  law  provides ;  and.  before  tkey  can  be 
appropriated  for,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass  a  Iht 
making  the  augmentation. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

QUARANTINE  LAWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oo  the  bill  re- 
specting quaraDtioes  and  health  laws,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge  10  the  Chair. 

The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Sac.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  quanntinea  and 
oAer  restraints  whi<9i  shall  he  required  and  estaUiahed 
by  i&e  health  laws  of  aa^r  State,  fla  poimnat  thcnta, 
napectaig  any  vassBhi  aniviag  in,  or  bound  to,  taaj 
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port  or  district  thereof,  whether  from  a  foreign  port  or 
place,  or  from  another  district  of  the  United  Stales, 
duH  b«  duly  obwnred  hj  the  eirfleeton,  and  all  other 
dtan  of  tM  mveaw  «  tha  United  St^ea,  appointed 
wd  empb^ed  Sat  the  wvenl  coUe^n  districts  of  such 
Stale  leepeetmfy,  end  bj  the  masters  and  crews  of  the 
several  rerenne  cutters,  and  by  the  military  officers 
lAo  shall  ctuoamand  in  any  fort  or  atatbn  npon  the 
seaeoest ;  and  all  such  officers  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required 
Itithfiilly  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  such  quarantines 
and  heiJth  laws,  accOTdm;  to  llteir  nipeetm  powen 
aad  pradiieti,  and  as  they  shall  be  diieeted  fma  time 
t»  time  by  the  Sacretaiy  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
>laleei  And  the  said  Secretary  shall  be,  and  he  is 
b««by  authorized,  when  a  conformity  to  snch  quanin- 
I  and  health  lawa  shall  require  it,  and  in  respect  to 
which  shall  be  subject  thneto,  to  prolong  the 
limited  for  the  entry  of  the  same,  and  the  report 
m  tatty  of  their  cargoes,  and  to  vary  or  dispmee  with 
tmj  other  legnlationB  applicable  to  such  leporta  or  en- 
triaa.  Pnmded,  That  nothing  herein  shall  enable  any 
State  to  collect  a  de^  of  tonnage  or  impost,  without 
tte  eoneent  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  there- 
to :  And  provided,  That  no  part  of  the  cargo  of  any 
veeeel  shall,  in  any  case,  be  taken  out,  or  unladen  there- 
from,  otherwise  tnan  as  by  law  is  allowed,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  hereinafter  established. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when,  by 
the  health  laws  of  any  State,  or  by  the  regulations 
which  shall  be  ipade  pursuant  therelOi  any  vessel  arriv- 
ing within  a  collection  district  of  andk  State,  shall  be 
prohibited  from  coming  to  the  port  of  enby  or  delivery 

law  established  for  such  district,  and  it  shdl  be  re- 
qwiad  or  permitted  by  each  health  lawi,  that  the  cargo 
it  end)  tmsbI  shall  or  may  be  unladen  at  some  other 
alace  within  or  near  to  such  district,  the  collector  author- 
aed  therein,  after  due  report  to  him  of  the  whole  of 
«f  such  cargo,  may  grant  his  especial  warrant  or  per- 
mit for  the  unlading  and  discharge  thereof  under  the 
cue  of  the  surveyor,  or  of  one  or  more  inq>ectors,  at 
aone  other  place  where  such  health  lawa  AM  permit, 
■ad  upon  the  emditioBs  aad  teetrietioaa  which  shall  be 
diiaded  by  the  Seerataiy  of  the  Traasoiy,  or  whidi 
facii  coUeettnr  may,fiw  the  time,  reasonably  expe- 
dient for  the  secoiity  of  the  public  revenue ;  Promaed, 
That  in  every  such  case,  ail  the  articles  of  the  cargo  so 
to  be  unladen,  shall  be  deposited,  at  the  risk  of  the  par- 
ties concerned  therein,  io  such  public,  or  other  ware- 
booses  or  enclosnrss,  as  the  o^ector  shall  designate, 
there  to  remain  under  the  joint  custody  of  such  col- 
lector, and  of  the  owner  or  owners,  or  master,  or  other 
parson  havii^  durge  of  such  vesad,  until  the  same 
shall  be  entirely  unladen  or  discharged ;  and  trntil  the 
f0oda,ware8,  or  merchandise,  whidi  shall  be  so  deposited, 
■my  be  safoly  removed,  without  contravening  snt^  health 
laflse;  and  when  suit  v«aoval  may  be  allowed,  tiie 
eoUector  having  charge  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer* 
dkaadiae,  may  giant  pemits  to  tha  lespective  owners 
m  ooasigaeee,  their  foctns  or  agent*,  to  receive  all 
food%  wans,  or  metefaaadiee,  whidi  shall  be  enteted, 
aad  wfaenof  the  dntka  aeetuing  ahaU  be  pied  se- 
aared,  according  to  law,  upon  the  payment  by  them  of 
a  re— aaable  rate  of  storage,  which  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  for  all  public  warehouses 
■id  eadoaarea. 

Bsc.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  there  shall 
he  purchased  or  erected,  under  the  orders  and  with  the 
ai^robatkm  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  suit- 


able warehouses,  with  wharves  and  endosnres,  where 
goods  and  merchandise  may  be  unladen  and  depodted, 
from  any  vessel  which  shall  be  sutyect  to  a  quarantine, 
or  other  restraint,  pursuant  to  the  hedth  lawa  (tf  ai^ 
State  as  aforesaid,  at  such  convenient  place  or  plaoea 
Uierdn,  as  the  safety  of  the  public  revenue,  and  tite 
observance  of  such  hedth  laws  may  require.  Provided, 
That  the  sites  of  all  such  warehouses  and  wharves, 
with  such  other  adjoining  lands  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  public  uses  hereby  authorized,  shall  be  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  State  wherein  the  same 
shall  be. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  Jiuiher  enacted.  That  when,  Igr 
the  prevdence  of  any  contagious  or  epidemicd  diseaaa, 
in  or  near  the  place  by  law  established  as  the  port  of 
entry  for  any  collection  district,  it  shall  become  danger* 
ons  or  inconvenient  for  the  collector  and  the  other  offi> 
cers  of  the  revenue  emfrfoyed  therein,  to  continue  the 
discharge  of  thdi  respective  offices  at  such  port,  the 
Secretary,  or,  in  his  absence,  tiie  ComptroUm  of  tiie 
Tieasuiy  of  the  United  States,  may  direct  and  awtbor- 
ize  the  removd  of  the  eolleetor,  and  tike  other  oflBcen 
employed  in  his  department,  from  such  port,  to  any 
other  more  convenient  place,  within,  or  ae  near  as  may 
be  to  such  collection  district,  where  such  collector  and 
officers  may  exercise  the  same  authorities,  and  shaR  be 
liable  to  the  same  duties,  according  to  existing  circum- 
stances, as  in  such  lawflil  port  or  district ;  and  of  audi 
removal,  puUic  notice  shall  be  given  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  to  strike  out  thejproviso 
at  tbe  close  of  the  tbird  section,  as  it  miffht,  in 
his  opinion,  be  productive  of  delay  io  some  cases, 
and  of  danger  in  others.  Some  of  tbe  State  Le- 
^idatores  might  not  be  in  session  before  tbe  evil 
miended  to  be  guarded  a^iut  retams  upon  ns, 
and  it  mifbt  interfere  with  the  juriadietioa  of 
towns  or  cities^  of  which  thoce  sites  form  a  part. 
He  knew  that  there  were  some  gentlemen  in  the 
House  who  think  no  money  ought  to  be  expended 
by  the  United  States  for  any  public  works  until 
cessions  of  tbe  jurisdictions. are  made.  This  mar 
be  pro^r,  said  Mr.  L.,  with  respect  to  forts  and 
magazines,  with  which  State  jurisdiction  might 
interfere ;  but  this  being  merely  a  civil  jurisdic- 
tion,  aod  so  far  from  interfering  with  any  State 
jurisdiction,  is  to  consperate  with  the  State  regu- 
lations, gentlemen  may  vote  for  striking  out  wis 
clause,  without  parting  with  tbeir  favorite  doc- 
trine. 

Mr.  Dayton  trusted  the  motion  would  not 
prevail. 

It  was  negatived,  there  being  only  23  votes  in 
fiiTor  of  it. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  then  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill 
by  striking  out  of  the  second  line  of  the  third 
section  the  words  "and  with  the  approbation," 
which  was  certainly  surplusage.  A||^ed  to. 

Mr.  Waln  said,  if  it  was  proper  to  cede  tka 
laud  upon  which  warehouses  are  niUt,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  right  to  cede  the  sites  of  wharves 
to  the  United  States.  He  should  not  thiak  it 
right,  for  instance,  to  cede  tbe  jurisdiction  of  any 
wharves  which  mifht  be  built  in  the  vicinilr  of 
this  city  to  the  United  States.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  and  wharves.** 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  insist  upon  this  motion.  No 
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wharres  would  be  erected  where  wharves  aow 
are;  and  if  ihe  United  States  are  at  the  expense 
of  ereetioff  wharves,  they  ooffhl  to  haTe  the  jaris- 
dictioD  iH  their  sites,  as  well  as  of  the  sites  of 
warehouses. 

This  motion  was  n^tired.  there  being  only 
12  votes  for  it. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill; 
when 

Mr.  Harper  renewed  the  motion  for  striking 
oat  the  proviso  in  the  third  section,  for  the  reasons 
urged  in  support  of  the  former  motion,  and  be- 
cause this  cession  could  be  of  no  use  to  the  United 
States ;  and,  after  some  few  observations  upon  it, 
the  motion  was  carried — 40  to  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  a  section  was  added 
to  the  bilL  repealing  a  law  of  the  first  session  of 
the  fourth  Congress,  respecting  quarantine.  It 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

JONATHAN  HABFIELD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  a  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Hasfield,  who  claimed  $258  for  the  public  service, 
was  taken  up.  This  report,  which  was  ftvorable, 
was  concurred  in,  and  a  bill  reported  for  his  relief ; 
it  was  read  and  committed. 

GAZZAM,  TAYLOR,  AND  JONES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Qazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  made  at 
the  last  session,  allowing  them  certain  drawbacks 
for  which  iher  wayed,  waa  uken  up  and  concur- 
red in,  and  a  oiA  reported,  read,  and  committed  for 
their  relief. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  BaowN  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton^  in  this  State,  expressine,  in  rery  strouff  terms, 
dieir  alarm  at,  and  dissatisnLCtion  with,  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  passed  at  the  last  session,  which 
Uiey  state  as  contrary  not  only  to  the  spirit  but  to 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  They  complain, 
also,  of  the  law  giving  the  President  power  to 
raise  a  provisional  armv  when  he  shall  judge 
proper,  and  of  that  whicn  allows  him  to  {lay  any 
interest  for  money,  which  he  may  judge  right,  as 
increasing  the  Executive  power  at  the  expense  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  Government. 

This  memorial  was  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  which  was  referred  a  re- 
monstrance of  the  same  kind  from  Suffolk  county, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

FRENCH  AFFAIRS. 

The  following  Messa^^  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  Uniteo  States: 
OaUlemai  of  the  Smote,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houee  of  Reprttentativet : 

An  edict  of  the  Execattve  Directoiy  of  the  French 
Republic  of  th«  twen^-ninth  of  October,  1798,eDdowd 
fan  a  letter  from  oar  Minister  Pleoipotentiaiy  in  Iion- 
doB,  of  the  lixtaenth  of  November,  h  of  so  mnch  im- 
portance that  it  cannot  be  too  soon  commnnieated  to 
you  and  to  the  pnblic.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Jaxvau  S8,  1790. 


Extract  of  a  tdter  fiwn  Rufiu  B»q.,  JKnitier 

PUnipotentianf  of  the  Umted  Statu  at  London,  t» 
the  Seer^ary  ^  State,  dated  November  16, 1798. 

"The  annexed  arr£t  woold  appear  extravagant  and 

incredible,  if  it  proceeded  from  any  other  aothori^ ;  but 
mankind  is  so  sccostomed  to  the  violence  and  injnatiee 
of  France,  that  we  almost  cease  to  express  onr  wax: 
prise  and  indignation  at  tha  new  instanees  that  dw 

continues  to  display." 

[TKAirSUTIOir.] 

Decree  of  the  Exeeuiae  Directory,  of  October  39, 1 798. 

The  Executive  Directoiy,  upon  the  report  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Relations,  considering  that  the  fleets^ 
privateers,  and  ships,  of  England  and  Rnaaa,  are  in 
part  equipped  by  foreigners. 

Consiaering  that  this  violation  ii  a  manifest  abuse  (tf 
the  rights  of  nations,  and  that  the  Powers  of  Europe 
have  not  taken  any  measursa  to  prohibit  it.   Decrees : 

lat  Evwy  individual,  native  (ou  ortrmouv)  oC 
friendly  coontrieB,  allied  to  the  French  Rapublic,  at 
neutral  bearing  a  conuniMon,  granted  by  the  enemies 
of  France,  or  making  part  of  the  crews  of  ships  of  war, 
and  others,  enemies,  shall  be  by  tbia  single  fact  declared 
a  pirate,  and  treated  as  such,  without  being  permitted 
in  any  case  to  all^e  that  he  had  been  forced  mto  snA 
service  by  violence,  threats,  or  otherwise. 

2d.  The  Executive  IHreclwies  of  the  Batavian,  Ln- 
^risn.  Cisalpine^  and  Roman  Republics,  shall  be  in- 
stiucted  to  this  e^ct. 

3d.  The  provisions  contained  in  the  first  article  shall 
be  notified  to  those  Powers  which  are  neutral  or  allied 
to  the  French  Republic. 

4th.  The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  present  arrfit  whidi  shall  be 
printed  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Laws. 

[Signed]  TERILHARD,  Prendent. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table 


TufisDAT,  January  29. 

Thomas  Sumtbii,  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  bill  respecting  qtimntines  and  health  law^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jo6IAh  Parker,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Navy  Committee^  Mr.  Rotledqb  in 
the  Chair;  and,  after  some  dit^cussiouj  the  com- 
miltee  rose,  and  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Betohed,  That  two  docks  be  eatabUsbed  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  60,000  dollars  bs  ap^npriatad 

ther^r. 

Reaohtd,  That  lO^OOOddUnbeappioprialed  fbrAs 
annual  pnidiase  of  timber  to  be  nsed  or  praserved  far 

boilding  ^ps  or  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  Stales^ 

RcMwed,  That  the  Navy  be  augmented  by  a  nunip 
ber  not  exceeding  ox,  of  ships  of  war,  to  carry  not 
less  than  seventy-fonr  gnns,  (to  be  built  within  the 
United  States,)  and  a  number  not  exceeding  six,  of 
sloope^f-war,  carrying  not  less  than  eighteen  guns,  (t» 
be  built  or  purchased  within  the  United  States,)  and 
that  a  stun  not  exceeding  me  million  of  doUius  bs 
appropriated  Uwrefbr. 
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Baohedy  Tbat  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Statra  be 
antborixed  by  law  to  augment  the  number  of  gune  on 
board  any  ebip  now  in  service,  or  building,  above  the 
number  such  ship  may  be  rated,  and  that  85,000  dol- 
laia  be  apfvomated  for  tbat  purpose. 

ReaUoedy  That  the  PreMdent  (rf  the  United  States 
diall  be  anthorked  to  take  on  the  Naval  Eatablish- 
ment  sndiof  the  revenue  entters  now  in  leiviee,  as  may 
'be,  inhBO|^nion,fitlbraarviee  abroad. 

The  wonrds  within  parenthesis,  were  introduced 
on  motion  of  Mr.  LiviirmrTOM. 

The  first  restdntion  was  agreed  to  without  de- 
bate. 

Bir.  Parebb  stated  that  one  of  the  docks  was 
proposed  for  the  Eastern  and  the  other  for  die 


Middle  States. 

Mr.  P.  stated,  in  support  of  the  second  resolu- 
tion, that  ii  was  necessary  to  secure  a  sufficient 
qoantity  of  timber,  and  to  have  it  in  readiness  for 
hnilding  ships  of  war.  To  effect  this,  he  suppos- 
ed it  would  be  necessary  to  purchase  a  forest  cov- 
ered with  live  oak  and  red  cedar.  And  having 
timber  secured,  no  nation  in  the  world  could 
uld  better  ships  than  the  United  States. 
It  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Macon,  that  this  was 
not  a  proper  time  jo  go  into  a  speculation  of  pur- 
ehasiog  land,  for  the  sake  of  a  future  supply  of 
timber,  when  we  are  obliged  to  pay  eight  per  cent 
for  all  the  money  which  the  OoTernmeDt  bor- 
rows ;  he  wished  no  more  money  to  be  appropri- 
^ed  than  was  necessary  for  a  present  supply  of 
timber. 

The  motion  was  carried  without  a  division. 
In  respect  to  the  third  resolution,  Mr.  Parkeb 
stated  that,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Sec- 
reiaryof  the  Navy,  six  74-gan  ships  would  cost 
near  $2,400,000,  and  the  six  smaller  vessels  about 
$300,000 ;  but,  though  the  smaller  vessels  are  im- 
mediately wanted,  the  74's  could  not  be  built  in 
less  than  a  rear,  he,  therefore,  supposed  that  if  one 
million  of  oullars  were  appropriated^  it  would  be 
as  much  as  would  be  expended  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Habpbb  and  Mr.  S.  Smith  sapported  the 
same  opinion. 

It  was  objected  by  Messrs.  Nicbolab  and  Gai.- 
i^TiN.  that  if  it  were  meant  tbat  these  vessels 
dumld  be  built  within  a  year,  as  had  been  men- 
ticmedj  the  whole  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars ought  to  be  appropriated}  tbat  one  mil- 
li<m  only  being  asked  for,  was  a  [Hroof  that  they 
would  not  be  built  within  the  time  stated ;  they 
suspected  these  vessels  are  not  wanted  to  meet  the 
present  supposed  emergency,  but  that  the  present 
moment  is  merely  seized  as  favorable  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  favorite  project  of  a  Navy,  as  a  per- 
manent establishment,  ana  that  a  comraencemeot 
having  been  once  made  in  the  business,  the  ships 
might  be  completed  at  leisure.  They  were,  there- 
fore, oi^osed  to  the  resolution,  and  said  that  those 
who  thmk  it  would  be  desirable  at  this  time  to 
have  these  vessels,  onght  also  to  be  opposed  to  it. 
since  tt  is  evident  that  they  are  wanted  for  future 
purposes}  and  consideringthepresenttime,when 
money  can  only  be  obtained  at  a  very  high  rate, 
H  a  very  improper  season  to  go  into  a  work  o 


such  immense  expense  to  the  country.  They  had 
reference  to  the  enormous  expense  of  the  three 
frigates  already  built,  which  had  cost  more,  they 
said,  than  double  the  price  that  six  frigates  were 
origmalty  estimated  at,  and  which,  it  is  probable^ 
would  never  have  been  built,  if  the  whole  expense 
had  been  at  first  stated. 

It  was  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  resolution, 
that  one  mulion  would  be  as  much  money  aa 
could  be  expended,  though  every  possible  exertion 
was  made,  considering  Ute  number  of  vessels  al* 
ready  building. 

This  resolntion  was  the  only  one  upon  which  a 
division  was  called.  It  was  carried,  by  68  mem- 
bers rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Pabkbr  stated  the  object  of  the  4th  resolu- 
tion to  be,  to  eftabte  the  President  to  put  on  bMrd 
tbree  of  the  24-gun  vessels,  8  additional  guns, 
making  them  frizates  of  32  guns.  The  5th  reso- 
luiioD  was  to  place  such  of  the  revenue  cutters 
oa  the  Navy  Establishment  as  might  appear  pro- 
per. A  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  to  take 
them  into  service;  hut  not  being  placed  on  the 
Navy  EUtablishment,  the  officers  are  unwilling  to 
go  into  the  service,  without  the  same  rank  and 
pay  with  the  officers  in  the  Navy,  and  one  of  them 
had  refused  to  act.  This  resolution  is  necessarf 
to  rectify  the  defect. 

No  opposition  was  made  to  these  resolutions ; 
and  the  whole  were  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee who  repotted  them,  to  bring  in  a  Inlt  or  bilk 
accordingly. 

The  House  went  into  committee  on  two  billa^ 
which*  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, viz:  a  bill  for  the  rdiefof  Gazzam,  "uiylor, 
and  Jones,  and  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
HaskiU. 

Wednesday,  January  30. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qazzam,  Taylor,  and 
Jones,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  ctf  Jonathan  Haa- 
kill,  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Habpsb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  f<w  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary EstaUishroent  for  the  year  1799  j  which  was 
committed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  EoGLEBTON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Amelia  county,  Virginia,  censuring 
many  of  the  measures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, calling  the  British  Treaty  the  first  link  in 
its  chain  of  errors^  and  complaining  that  itfollows 
too  much  the  policy  of  the  British  Goveromunt, 
and  particularly  prays  that  the  alien  and  sedititm 
laws,  which  it  terms  impolitic,  tyrannical,  and 
unconstitntiooal,  may  be  obliterated  from  our 
statute  book }  and,  also,  that  the  law  authorizing 
the  President  to  raise  a  proviuonal  army  may  be 
repealed. 

Mr.  B.  having  moved  to  refer  this  petition  to 
the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  for- 
mer petitions  of  the  same  nature  had  been 
ferre^ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  address 
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and  temoastance  from  Essex  county,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, of  the  same  nature,  though  couched  io  less 
pointed  language,  which  he  wished  to  have  the 
«ftme  diiectioD;  which  haTiof  been  read, 

Mr.  QoBDON  called  for  a  division  of  toe  ques- 
tion ;  and  the  question  being  on  the  Virginia  ad- 
dress, he  hoped  it  would  not  prerail.  Ererf  gen- 
tleman who  had  att«ided  to  the  reading  of  this 
faper,  must  hare  beard,  he  said,  that  it  contained 
4.  ubel  upon  ererv  measure  of  this  Ctorernment 
wee  its  first  estaUishment ;  and,  at  the  conclu- 
ison  of  the  address,  there  is  a  sentiment  stilt  more 
exceptionable — a  sort  of  threat,  that  unlesa  Con- 
■ffn*B  aha]l  {iroceed  to  repeal  the  two  laws  in  ques- 
tion, thejnilitia  of  that  county  would  not  obey 
the  orders  of  the  General  Government.  If  a  stop 
vas  not  put  to  the  presenting  of  sAch  petitions  as 
these,  this  Hoose  would  be  considered  as  a  place 
conaecrated  to  abuse. 

Mr-  EoouMTON  believed  that  the  gentleman 
most  have  misunderstood  that  part  of  the  petition 
to  which  he  had  particularly  referred.  So  far  as 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  gentlemen  who  sign- 
ed the  petition,  he  was  sure  tner  never  entertained 
•nch  a  sentiment.  Indeed,  they  expressly  de- 
clare, in  another  part  of  the  petition,  that  they 
•hall  always  be  ready  to  oj^MSse  an  invading  ene- 
my, and  to  obey  the  will  of  the  (najority.  He 
ht^ied  gentlemen  would  not  so  rigorously  ex- 
press tiieir  disapprobation  of  this  petition,  when 
they  recollect  that  this  is  the  first  which  has  been 
presented  to  Congress,  though  the  laws  in  ques- 
tiott  are  generally  disapproved  in  that  State.  Most 
other  parts  of  the  State  had  made  representations 
of  tbeir  disapprobation  to  the  State  Legislature, 
which  he  did  not  think  so  regular  a  way  as  to  ap- 
j>ly  to  this  House.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  peti- 
tion would  be  referred. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampehiie  certainly  mistook  the  passage  in  the 
petition  to  which  be  had  alluded.  It  merely  stated 
thtrt  should  a  standing  army  be  dispensed  with, 
the  militia  of  the  Union  would  be  found  equal  to 
the  protection  of  the  country.  This,  at  least,  is 
the  natural  construction,  and  he  thought  gentle- 
nen  onght  not  to  put  the  most  acrimonious  mean- 
ing possible  upon  the  words  of  petitions, 

Mr.  KiTTERA  thought  ihere  was  another  ex- 
pression in  the  petition  not  less  exceptionable; 
which  was,  '*  that  the  solicitude  of  the  Adminis- 
tration for  a  standing  army  was  a  sufficient  cause 
to  apprehend  that  they  are  ultimately  intended  for 
other  objects  than  defence  against  a  foreign  ene- 
my." 

Mr.  LiviNQSTon  had  hoped  that  the  sedition 
law  would  have  gone  fai  enoagh  for  gentlemen, 
and  that  they  would  not  have  Drandea_petitions 
(o  this  House  with  the  name  of  libel.  The  gen- 
deman  from  New  Hampshire  wished  this  petition 
to  receiTethe  marked  disapprobation  of  the  House, 
because  it  disapproves  of  aU  the  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  because  it  contains  something  like 
a  threat  that  the  militia  will  not  perform  tl^eir  du- 
ty. The  first  allegation  was  justifiable,  he  said, 
to  the  fullest  extent ;  the  secona  could  not  be  found 
in  the  petition.   To  what  would  the  gentleman 
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reduce  the  right  of  netitioniog  ?  Have  not  the 
people  a  right,  said  Mr.  L.,  to  say  to  Congress, 

You  have  done  wrong,  you  have  exceeded  yoor 
powers."  If  they  thiBK  so^  who  shall  stop  their 
moutbs,  since  the  Constitution  has  guarantied  to 
them  this  right  ?  If  gentlemen  are  so  very  scru- 
pulous as  to  the  form  of  petition,  they  ought  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  and  prescribe  a  courtly  form  to  the 
people,  with  which  they  would  be  pleased,  and  de- 
fining when  honest  bluntoess  may  be  defied  a 
libel  and  when  not.  With  respect  to  the  threat 
alluded  to,  there  is  no  such  thing.  Speahiog  of  a 
standing  army,  the  petitioners  say,  "  Repealyov 
lam  establishing  armies,  and  you  will  find  themi- 
litia  a  sufficient  defence."  If,  said  Mr.  L.,  when 
we  pass  unconstitutional  laws,  the  people  are  not 
to  be  permitted  to  tell  us  so,  the  right  of  petition- 
ing will  be  reduced  to  narrow  ground  indeed. 

Mr.  Isaac  Parkbr  said,  it  could  not  be  won- 
dered that  the  gentleman  from  New  Yvik.  should 
so  zealously  defend  petitions  of  this  sort,  since  he 
had  called  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  laws  in  question  passed,  to  resist  theii 
execution,  and  to  come  forward  and  show  th«r 
disapprobation  of  them.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  people  have  a  right  to  petition 
Congress  on  any  subject  they  pleaae^  but  this 
House  has  a  right  to  protect  itself  agamst  abuse, 
and  to  see  that  the  lanffuage  of  petitions  is  decent 
and  proper.  The  whole  m  this  petition  appeared 
more  calculated  to  insult  the  majority  who  pass- 
ed this  law  than  to  obtain  the  redress  prayea  for. 
They  charge  Congress  with  acting  tyrannically, 
and  the  Executive  with  being  solicitous  to  in- 
crease the  standing  Army  for  other  purposes  than 
the  pnblie  safety.  If  this  petition,  like  others  on 
the  same  subject,  had  he&i  expressed  in  decent 
terms,  he  should  have  had  no  objection  to  have 
referred  it  to  a  select  committee.  He  had  voted 
against  the  reference  of  the  others,  because  he 
thought  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  an  improper 
reference. 

Mr.  Allen  was  sorry  his  frtaid  from  New 
Hampshire  kmi  OMKued  the  refaeace  of  this  pe- 
tition. He  thought  it  was  desiraUe  that  persona 
who  would  sign  a  petition  like  this  should  come 
forward  that  they  might  be  disclosed  to  the  wwld. 
These  addresses  are  doubtless  calculated  for  a 
particular  object  ;  but  there  could  be  no  doubt 
bat  persons  of  this  description  would  be  held  in 
such  general  contempt  and  abhorrence,  when  they 
are  known,  that  their  designs  would  fail  of  effect. 
He  believed  the  House  must  be  content  to  sit  and 
hear  a  number  of  addresses  like  this,  which  he 
supposed  would  get  worse  and  worse.  He  su^ 
posed,  however,  these  addresses  would  in  some 
way  or  other  find  their  way  to  the  public :  and  he 
trusted  the  honest  part  of  the  people  would  be  in- 
duced  to  rise  ana  throw  off^  these  people  ai  so 
many  mcwbid  excrescences  on  the  body  politic. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  end  of  the  business  wosU 
be  eonftesion  to  the  subscribers  of  such  petitions. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  found  fault  with  the  man- 
ner  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachtisetts 
had  spc^en  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition. 
Who,  exclaimed  Mr.  C,  gave  that  gentleman  the 
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right  to  stand  on  this  floor,  but  the  people  ?  He 
was  afraid  Virgioia  was  ao  eye-sore  to  some  gen- 
tlemen,  because  they  choose  to  express  themsdres 
m  maiily  and  strong  laojgua^e,  and  are  unwilling 
to  surrender  any  of  their  rights  as  Republicans. 
Bat  though  they  speak  firm^,  said  he,  they  will 
always  obey  the  laws ;  and  if  the  President  was 
to  oraer  any  alien  amongst  them  to  be  sent  out  of 
the  country,  the  order  would  be  obeyed;  but  the 
men  who  executed  the  order  would  be  tht  first  to 
sar  the  law  is  anconstitutionai. 

Mr.  LiTiNQBTOH  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Conneetieut  (Mr.  Allen)  to  explain  what  he 
meant,  when  he  said  "  that  the  honest  part  of  the 
people  would  rise  aad  throw  off  the  description  of 
persons  who  had  signed  this  petitioo,  as  a  morbid 
weight  upon  the  Union."  [Mr.  Allen  replied, 
be  aid  not  say  so.1  Mr.  L.  so  understood  him, 
and  wished  he  would  explain  to  the  House  what 
he  did  say.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
said  Mr.  L.,  does  me  the  honor  to  suppose  some 
part  of  the  spirit  shown  against  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws  had  been  excited  by  me.  It  is  not 
so;  the  cause,  he  said,  lies  deeper — it  is  from  a 
firm  sense  the  people  hare  of  their  rights ;  but  if 
anything  he  had  said  or  done  had  tended  to  awak- 
en the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  rights,  be  should 
think  be  had  not  lired  in  Tain. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  some  gentlemen  seemed 
to  suppose  that  when  members  look  their  seats  in 
this  House,  they  surrendered  certain  rights,  and 
were  to  be  insulted  with  impunitv,  though  before 
they  came  here,  they  would  not  bare  been  liable 
to  be  so  insulted  without  redress. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  observedj  that  if  the  gentleman 
was  deprived  of  some  rishts  by  havmg  a  seat 
here,  he  possessed  others,  which  he  did  not  before 
possess ;  since  be  mi^ht  say  here  what  he  might 
not  like  to  say  out  oidoors ;  so  that  what  he  loses 
in  one  respect  he  gains  in  another. 

Gallatin  scarcely  beliered,  when  the  ob- 
ieetion  to  this  reference  was  first  made,  it  would 
nare  been  serious.  He  thought,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  that  the  opposition  is  ra- 
ther impolitic.  This  petition  is  objected  against 
as  being  a  libel,  so  that  after  having  declared  by 
law  that  anr  person  who  shall  find  fault  with  the 
doings  «i  doreramenL  so  far  as  to  bring  it  into 
dim^te,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  libel,  this  doctrine 
goes  a  step  farther,  by  saying,  that  if  these  opin- 
ions are  expressed  by  way  of  petitioiu  it  ought 
to  be  adjudged  a  libelj  and  not  inquired  mto.  And 
this  is  to  be  done,  said  Mr.  G.,  not  by  a  court  or 
jury,  bat  by  ourselves,  who  passed  the  laws  com- 
]^amed  of,  taking  it  for  granted  we  are  right  and 
me  petitioners  wrongj  and  that  whatever  opinion 
differs  from  ours  is  libellous,  which  was  enectu- 
all^  to  destroy  the  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
which  guarantees  the  right  of  petitioning,  ana 
gives  to  the  people  the  right,  at  any  time,  to  op- 
pose their  «>iniona  to  those  of  Congress^  and 
there  is,  said  he,  no  way  of  doing  this  without 
ehar;ging  as  with  being  deficient  la  wisdom  or 
•mnetbiog  worse;  and  although  gentlemen  may 
lot  Kke  this,  it  is  ao  oidm^  sm  cannot  be  got 
over  by  ehai^ng  a  petition  with  being  fidse  or  li- 


bellous. He  did  not  mean  to  justify  the  petition  in 
all  its  parts,  because  it  was  unnecessary;  but  he 
did  not  think  the  passages  which  had  been  quoted 
were  objectionable,  "oie  one  he  had  already  jus- 
tified, and  the  other  respecting  the  militia  did  not 
apply  to  the  militia  of  that  district  in  particular, 
but  to  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales.  As  to  the 
expression  alluded  to^  that  the  petitioners  expect 
a  standing  Army  is  wanted  for  other  purposes 
than  defence  against  forajga  enemies,  he  saw 
nothing  improper  in  this.  This  has  beenavowed 
by  men  high  m  office  j  it  has  been  puUicly  said 
that  die  Army  is  not  wanted  so  much  to  repel 
invasion  as  on  accouut  of  certain  appearances  of 
discontent  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  amoagst 
which  wy  mentioned  the  part  from  which  this 
petition  comes,  and  he  believed  if  the  question  of 
continuing  the  Army  was  to  be  brought  up  in  this 
House,  there  are  gentlemen  who  would  make  use 
of  this  as  one  of  the  arguments  for  the  necessity 
of  keeping  it  up. 

Mr.  Egoleston  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  PiNCCNEir  said,  he  had  attended  particu- 
larly to  the  langnage  of  the  petition,  because  he 
thought  the  indecency  of  that  almost  the  only 
ground  upon  which  a  petition  conld  with  profme- 
ty  be  rejected,  and  he  did  not  think  it  so  excep- 
tionable as  to  authorize  its  rejection. 

Mr.  RirrLEDOB  thought  it  was  much  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  time  of  the  House  was  so  fre* 
quently  consumed  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  by  consequent  debate  to  explain  the  reason  of 
members'  votes.  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  reference,  because  he  thought  it  im- 
proper that  petitions  of  this  kind  should  go  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  they  ought  either  to 
go  to  the  Committee  of  Defence,  with  a  view  of 
lowing  them  that  their  former  measures  were 
wrong,  or  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  upon 
them  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
carried— 73  to  30,  as  follows : 

Yeas — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  junior,  AbnJuua 
Baldwin,  David  Bard,  James  A.  Bayatd,  Thos.  Blount, 
JonathsQ  Brace,  Richard  Brent,  David  Brooks,  Robert 
Brown.  Stephen  Bullock,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  John  Chap- 
man, Thomas  CUtbome,  William  Charles  Cole  Cl^ 
borne.  Matthew  Clay,  StAm.  Clopton,  James  Codiran, 
William  Craik,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennis,  George 
Dent,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas  Ehnendorf,  Thomas 
Evans,  WiUiam  Pindley,  Jonathan  Freeman,  PTathaniel 
Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  GaUatin,  James  GUletpie,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Wdliam  Bany  Grove,  John  A.  Banna,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  nomas  Haitier, 
Jonadisn  N.  Bswm,  Joseph  Heistw,  David  Hobnes, 
Heukiah  L.  Hoaner,  James  H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jon«£ 
Edward  Livingston,  BfatOww  Locks,  SsMiel  Lvman, 
James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  William  MattitewsL 
Joseph  McDowell.  Lewis  R.  Monis,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Joaiah  Parkw,  ThuL 
Pinckney,  John  Reed,  James  Schuteman,  ThMias  Sim. 
niekson,  Tompson  J.  Skinner.  Samuel  Smith.  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprire.  Richard  8taii£>rd,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  TillinghMt,  Abnm 

'^l.  '""^  ^'  Vamum.  Abraham 

TensWs,  John  l/fl&ms,  and  Robert  Williama. 
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Naxs— Bail«y  Bartlett,  Willum  Edmond,  Abiel 
Focter,  Dwight  FosteT,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Good- 
rich, WiUiun  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Hind- 
*  man,  John  Wilket  Kittera,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Rut- 
ledge,  junior,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Peleg 
Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  John  E. 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadswortb,  and  Robert  Wain. 

STAMP  DtmES. 

The  House  being  again  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  tiie  stamp  act,  and 
the  documeots  which  had  been  direeted  to  be  ob- 
tained relative  to  the  amount  of  duties  received, 
and  with  respect  to  the  proper  atlowanee  to  be 
made  to  the  Snperrisors,  haviog  been  read,  Mr. 
Otib's  motion  for  filling  up  the  blank  for  com- 
peosatbg  the  Supervisors  for  their  froubte  in 
stamping  and  dispersing  the  stamps,  with  six  per 
cent  recurred ;  when 

Mr.  Orts  said,  at  the  time  be  made  this  motion, 
he  bad  obtaiapd  an  informal  estimate  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  which  appears  to 
have  been  the  foundation  of  the  documents  since 
laid  before  the  House.  The  allowance  of  six  per 
cent,  was  at  that  time  considered  by  some  gentle- 
men as  very  exorbitant.  We  have  now  some  more 
data  on  which  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  these 
officers  are  entitled  to  receive,  and  if  this  data  is 
tobedqicDded  upon,  he  did  not  think  the  sum 
which  he  had  proposed  would  be  too  much.  One 
Bnpervisor  wonld,  indeed,  receive  more  than 
others^  but  this  is  an  inequality  which  eanoot  be 
remedied,  except  an  adequate  salary  were  to  be 
given  to  these  officers,  instead  of  a  commission 
upon  what  they  receive;  and  he  should  prefer  a 
plan  of  this  kind. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  O.  said,  the 
amount  of  duty  collected,  io  the  Supervisor's  of- 
fice, for  six  months,  was  18,606  dollars,  upward  of 
11,000  dollars  of  which  was  collected  in  the  fir&t 
quarter,  which  is  attributed  to  the  want  of  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  true  consumption  of  stamps.  Mr. 
O.  supposed  8,000  dollars  aquarter  would  oe  about 
the  average  revenue,  in  this  State,  in  the  Super- 
Tisor's  office,  and  a  commissioD  of  six  per  cent, 
upon  this,  wonld  give  $1,930.  Out  of  this  sum 
must  be  dedncted  the  extra  expenses  of  the  Super- 
visor, which,  as  estimated,  would  leave  a  clear 
profit  of  756  dollars.  To  this  sum  must  be  added 
a  commission  of  one  ^  cent,  on  money  received 
from  other  offices,  which,  supposiog  it  to  amount 
to  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  would  make  an  ad- 
ditional hundred  dollars. 

These  duties,  Mr.  O.  said,  might  perhaps  in- 
crease in  a  few  years,  and  the  Supervisors  might 
receive  something  from  the  direct  tax,  and  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  give  large  salaries,  though  he 
wished  to  make  every  person  employed  under  the 
Government  an  adequate  compensation  for  bis 
services^  he  was  willing  that  this  blank  should  be 
filled  with  four  per  cent.,  which,  though  it  would 
be  inadequate  at  present,  might  become  sufficient 
kcreafter,  if  not,  he  supposed  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  an  ulvance. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said  that  from  a  view  of  the  doc- 
uments on  the  table,  one  net  seemed  to  be  certain, 
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(hat  whether  a  Supervisor  dispersed  a  lar^  or  a 
smalt  quantity  of  stamps,  he  would  stand  in  need 
of  a  person  to  work  the  stamp  and  keep  an  ac- 
count of  what  was  delivered  out ;  therefore  a  sum 
per  cent,  might  be  twice  too  much  to  some  offi- 
cers, and  far  too  little  in  others.  He  believed  it 
would  be  improper,  on  this  account,  to  make  a  per 
centage  allowance.  Nor  ought  the  Inspectors  to 
be  classed  with  the  Supervisors,  as  thev  have  no 
trouble  in  either  stamping  or  delivering  the  stamps. 
His  idea  was,  that  there  should  be  allowance  tor 
clerk-hire  to  each  Supervisor,  for  this  special  datf , 
and  then  allow  the  ordinary  commissioo  of  one  or 
one-and-a-half  per  cent,  as  is  allowed  upon  other 
duties.  It  was  true  that  at  the  last  session,  the 
Collectors  were  allowed  six  per  cent,  upon  the 
collection  of  all  the  internal  duties,  but  as  the 
stamp  duty  had  not  then  uken  place,  he  did  not 
expect  it  would  have  applied  to  that,  but  if  it  was 
so  considered,  it  was  an  average  sum  upon  all  the 
duties,  and  some  of  them  are  very  troublesome  in 
the  collectioQ. 

In  order  to  enable  the  committee  to  forfla  a  betted 
judgmeot  as  to  what  allowance  will  be  proper  to 
be  made  to  the  Supervisors  for  stamping  and  dis- 
tributing stamps,  he  would  make  some  remarks 
on  the  present  actual  receipts  of  these  officers. 

We  have  had,  said  Mr.  O.,  an  official  account 
laid  before  us  of  iriiat  is  received  by  them;  but 
there  are  two  omissions  in  it,  one  the  allowance 
made  at  the  last  session  for  clerk-hire,  and  the  other 
the  commission  which  they  will  receive  upon  the 
land  tax.  Adding  these  two  items.'he  would  state 
what  is  the  total  amount  received  by  the  Supervi- 
sors of  the  several  States,  exclusive  of  any  allow- 
ance under  the  stamp  act 


Mr.  G.  stated  it  to  be  aa  follows : 


Tiifinia 

fMlO 

Pennsylnnia  - 

5,166 

Maasachuaatts  - 

4,648 

^11 

North  Carolina 

Maryland 

3,197 

New  York  - 

3,181 
2,561 

South  Carolina 

Coonecticat  • 

s.oo> 

New  Joraey  - 

1,658 

New  Hampdure 

1.S80 

Rhode  Island  - 

1,609 

Kentucky  and  Nwthwest  Tenitmr 

1,700 

Vermont 

I, OSS 

Georgia 

1,161 

Tennessee 

1,099 

Delaware 

9M 

These  sums  are  taken  from  the  revenue  of  1796 
and  1797,  and  there  must  be  deducted  from  them 
what  these  officers  are  obliged  to  pay  for  clerk- 
hire.  This  statement  shows  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  make  a  per  centage  allowance,  and  that 
four  per  cent,  on  the  stamp  duties  in  the  States  of 
Virgmia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Massachusetts,  will 
be  too  much,  and  far  too  little  in  alt  the  small 
States.  In  Pennsylvania,  it  appears  that  upward 
of  18,000  dollars  have  beat  received  for  stamps  in 
the  Supervisor's  office  for  six  months ;  but  as  it  is 
supposed  more  was  received  in  the  first  quarter 
than  will  be  receired  again,  he  would  suppose,  that 
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iiam{ntotheambiuitor30,000dollars  a  year  would 
be  dispersed  at  that  office.   Tbisj  at  four  per  ceot.,  i 
Toold  afford  a  commissioo  of  1,300  dollars,  and  < 
to  give  this  sum  to  an  officer  who  already  re- 
ceires  5,165  dollars,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  quite  ; 

WTOO^. 

If  It  would  be  in  order,  Mr.  Q.  said,  be  would 
move  to  strike  out  the  words,  "and  Inspectors," 
in  order  to  confine  this  provision  to  Supervisors , 
and  then  that  the  section  should  read,  that  the 
foUowiog  sums  shall  be  allowed  for  clerk-hire,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  already  allowed and  in  the 
neit  place,  provide,  "that  the  Supervisors  and 
lospeclOTs  of  Surveys  shall  be  severally  allowed 
apM  all  stamp  duttes  and  fines  per  cent** 

Mr.  Q.  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts tint  it  would  be  Mtter  to  allow  these  of- 
ficers salaries,  than  to  pay  them  by  way  of  com- 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that  the  calculations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  did  not  differ  material- 
ly from  those  which  are  on  the  table,  except  that, 
in  order  to  appreciate  the  salary  of  the  Supervisor 
of  Peonsylrania,  he  has  taken  the  amount  of  taxes 
for  the  last  two  years,  instead  of  takin;;  an  average 
for  several  years  back.  The  true  way  of  ascer- 
taining the  amount  of  this  gentleman's  compensa- 
tion, is  to  take  it  from  the  statement  on  the  table, 
vhich  it  appears  that  his  nett  allowance,  after 
the  expenses  of  his  office  are  deducted,  is  from 
i;300  to  1,500  dollars  a  year.  This  sum  could  not 
w  thought  too  much.  If  the  plan  which  the  sen- 
tUman  proposes  had  been  the  original  plan,  Mr. 
0.  did  not  know  that  he  should  have  objected  to 
it;  but,  to  adopt  a  new  pritieiple  at  this  time, 
wovU  only  prodoce  unnecessary  delay :  atid  the 
expense  to  the  Union,  in  the  plan  of  the  gentle- 
man, would  be  as  great  as  the  one  now  proposed. 
At  the  next  session  of  Congress,  he  supposed  more 
correct  information  on  this  subject  will  be  laid 
before  the  House,  and  a  plan  of  giving  adequate 
■hries,  instead  of  commi^ioos,  might  he  adopted. 

Mr.  Harper  was  sorry  that  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  did  not  con- 
cur in  the  idea  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  It  seemed  obvious  to  him  that  a 
rate  per  cent,  cannot  be  an  equal  or  proper  mode 
of  compensation  few  then  officers ;  b«»nse  whether 
aaOOO  doUaia  or  1(^000  dollars  are  collected  in  an 
oflwe,  the  troable  wilt  be  pretty  much  the  same ; 
as  the  ddivering  of  a  stamp,  at  a  dollar,  is  as  soon 
performed  as  the  delivering  of  one  of  five  cents. 
He  did  not  think  four  per  cent,  would  be  too  much 
in  any  of  the  States,  aeduetiiur  for  clerk-hire,  hot 
he  was  satisfied  it  would  be  nr  too  little  in  the 
nnaller  Sutes. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said,  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Petinsylvania,  and  recom- 
menaed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolioa, 
might  have  been  proper,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
law  of  last  session,  making  au  allowance  for  clerk 
hire,  which  he  supposed  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  stamp  duties  also,  and  be  believed  if  this  course 
was  taken,  the  expense  would  be  much  more  than 
fbor  jw  cent.;  for  if,  said  he,  we  look  to  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
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whole  amount  of  duty  there  collected  in  only  $520; 
and  if  $400  be  allowed  to  the  Supervisor  of  that 
district  for  a  clerk,  it  will  swallow  nearly  the 
whole  amouQi.  He  believed  it  would  be  best  to 
go  on  at  present  with  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  At  the  next  ses- 
sion, when  further  information  is  before  the  House, 
a  different  course  may  be  taken.  With  respect 
to  the  amount  of  duties  collected  ia  Pennsylvania, 
as  he  knew  that  State  had  been  deficient  in 
making  its  returns  for  several  years  past,  the  two 
last  years  might  include  some  of  those  deficiencies. 
He  oelieved  it  was  bad  policy  to  starve  the  public 
officers;  he  wished  them  to  be  enabled  to  live 
decenUy  and  respectably.  If  not,  men  might  come 
into  office  who  would  pay  themselves. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  smce  the  question  must  be 
first  taken  on  the  amount  of  commission  to  be 
allowed,  be  should  be  in  favor  of  the  sum  proposed. 
He'  Ijelieved  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  erred  with  respect  to  the  present  emoluments 
received  by  the  Supervisors  in  the  several  States. 
A  striking  instance  of  this  error  appeared  in  the 
statement  made  as  to  the  Supervisor  of  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  H.  said  be  had  before  him  an  au- 
thentic statement  of  the  emoluments  received  by 
that  officer  for  seven  years  past,  including  every- 
thing which  had  been  allowed  to  him,  and  making 
deductions  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery, 
and  his  clear  annual  allowance,  from  the 
year  1791  to  1798,  has  been  no  mote  than  $448 
and  61  cents.  This  year,  on  account  of  an  allow- 
ance for  clerk-hirfc  and  a  commission  upon  the 
direct  tax,  his  emolument  would  be  considerably 
increased.  He  supposed  he  would  receive  som»> 
thing  more  than  $800  clear.  This  sum,  for  an 
officer  who  is  obliged  to  live  in  Charleston,  must 
be  acknowledged  to  be  too  small;  and  it,  said  he, 
we  persist  in  this  course,  our  choice  of  men  must 
be  confined  to  men  of  fortune,  without  reqwet  to 
industry  and  abilities. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that  though  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue  had  omitted  to  notice  the  land 
tax  in  his  statement,  he  had  mentioned  it  in  a  note. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  though  he  acknowledged 
it  to  be  important  that  the  office  of  Supervisor 
should  be  filled  by  men  of  integrity,  yet  he  thought 
it  would  be  impolitic  and  improper  to  increase 
their  emoluments  in  any  material  degree  at  pre^ 
ent.  So  far  as  he  was  acquainted,  the  salaries  of 
these  officers  had  been  found  adequate.  Last 
year  an  allowance  of  clerk-hire  had  been  made, 
and  he  thought  four  per  cent,  on  the  stamp  duties 
would  be  too  great  an  addition  to  their  present 
emoluments. 

The  motion  on  fitting  the  blank  with  four  per. 
cent,  was  carried — 40  to  38. 

The  blank  for  allowing  Supervisors  a  commis- 
sion on  money  received  from  the  Collectors  was 
filled  with  one  per  cent.,  and  that  for  compensa- 
ting the  Inspectors  of  Surveys  with  1^  per  cent. 
An  amendment  was  also  agreed  to  excluding 
bonds  from  the  operation  of  the  clause  in  favor 
of  60  day  notes;  and  another  making  an  allow- 
I  ance  for  defoced  stamps.  The  committee  had 
I  leave  to  sit  again. 
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NORTHWESTERN  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kittera,  a  commitee  was 
appointed  to  consider  whetfm  any  and  what  amend- 
mcDts  are  necessary  in  the  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
United  States*  lands  northwest  of  the  (Niio. 

A  rqmrt  was  laid  before  the  House  from  the 
Treasnry  Department,  respecting  the  valoeof  goods 
fanporteo  into  the  United  States. 

Theirsoat,  Jannary  31. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Lewis,  was  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensatioii  of  clerks^  was  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  it,  and  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  order  to  undergo  some  alterations. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
United  States,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Director 

the  Mint,  with  a  statement  of  the  coinage  of 
the  Mint  for  the  last  year.  Both  these  communi- 
oatims  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAW. 

Mr.  Hartley  presented  a  number  of  petitions 
(copies  of  each  other)  from  the  county  of  York, 
signed  by  upwards  of  1,800  persons,  complaining 
against  several  laws  passed  at  the  last  session, 
|Murticularly  against  the  law  for  raising  a  provis- 
ional army,  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  the  stamp 
act,  and  the  direct  tax  law,  and  praying  for  a  repeal 
of  them ;  and,  also,  that  such  a  system  of  economy 
maybe  adopted  by  the  Government,  as  will  com- 
port with  its  dignity,  and  prove  agreeable  to  the 
people  at  large. 

Mr.  H.  hoped,  as  this  petition  was  couched  in 
decent  and  proper  tarns,  no  objection  would  be 
laade  to  its  leferenee.  He  hoped  also  that  its  mer- 
its would  be  duly  considered,  and,  upon  a  full  dis- 
cnssiMi  of  the  saojeet,  he  had  on  doubt  the  petition- 
ws  would  be  satisfied  with  the  result  He  moved 
the  usual  reference,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Haitma  ^sented  petitions  from  the  county 
of  Dauphin,  in  the  same  words  with  those  from 
York  county,  signed  by  504  persons;  and 

Mr.  Oallatin  presented  a  petition  and  retnon- 
strancc  from  Washington  county,  signed  by  1,544 
persons,  of  a  similar  nature  with  the  above ;  which 
ftad  also  the  same  reference. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wbde  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  stamp 
act;  when  Mr.  One  proposed  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  providing  that  every  certificate  of  stock  in 
any  bank  or  insurance  company,  above  one  hun- 
dred end  not  exceedingfour  hundred  dollars,  shall 
pay  the  sum  of  25  cents,  and  all  above  $400,  an 
additional  duty  of  five  cents  for  every  $100,  in  lieu 
fi£  the  present  duty.  The  motion  was  negatived — 
44  to  37. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
VP  the  amendments.  When  that  was  come  to, 
which  was  yesterday  introduced  by  Mr.  Oria,  for 


excluding  bonds,  at  or  within  60  days,  from  tke 
exception  in  favor  of  notes  of  this  deseriptkm, 
Mr.  Qallatin  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to. 
Mr.  QoRUOit  also  spoke  against  it.  and  Mr.  Bay- 
ard in  its  favor.  It  was  negatived,  26  votes  only 
being  in  its  favor. 

On  the  other  amendment  of  Mr.  Otis,  propas- 
ing  that  de&ced  stamps  should  be  allowed  for,  Mr. 
Waln  said  if  it  were  agreed  to,  it  would  open  a 
door  for  fraud.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  why 
notes  at  or  under  60  days  were  made  to  pay  a  less 
duty  than  others,  was,  because  a  number  of  stamp* 
used  in  this  way  would  be  necessarily  debced  by 
merchants  drawing  notes  which  never  would  be 
discoiuted.  Mr.  W.  bad  no  donbt  that  in  pait^ 
cular  instances  individuals  mi^t  sofihr  from 
stamps  being  accidentally  defiieed;  but  he  be- 
lieved if  this  woTision  paned,  all  the  60  day  notei 
not  discounted  would  be  included  within  it. 

Mr.  8.  Smitb  was  also  oppmed  to  it ;  and  the 
amendment  was  nogadved  wtdioat  a  dissentsng 
voice. 

On  the  amendment  to  fill  the  blank  allowing  a 

compensation  to  supervisors  for  stamping  and 
selling  stamps  with  four  per  cent. — 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
agreed  to.  In  relation  to  tbeSupervisor  of  Charlea- 
ton,  whose  case  Hie  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  introduced  to  the  view  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  he  would  say  a  few  words.  It  had 
been  stated  that  hts  nett  compensation  at  present, 
including  his  commission  on  stamps  and  the  di- 
rect tax,  would  not  exceed  $800.  In  order  to 
make  that  sutement,  he  has  deducted  all  the  in- 
crease of  <^ee  rent  and  clerk  hire  which  will 
arise  from  the  inerease  of  duty,  and,  of  eoursa  ift* 
stead  of  $900,  which  were  the  expenses  of  hia 
office  in  1798,  he  has  charged  $1,500  in  1790.  fai 
examining  the  credit  account,  Mr.  Q.  was  sur- 
prised to  see  the  manner  in  which  the  superriaer 
nad  stated  it.  Though  the  amount  of  commis- 
sion arising  from  duties  collected  for  the  two  last 
years  were,  as  stated  by  himself,  in  1707,  $1,517 ; 
in  1798,  $1,500;  yet  he  makes  his  estimate  at  twelve 
hundreid  dollars,  which  is  three  hundred  dollars 
less  than  iiis  real  receipts.  He  has  also  stated  his 
commission  upon  stamps  at  one  hundred  doUais. 
The  amount  of  duties  collected  on  stamps  for 
something  less  than  six  months  is  $6,201.  Sup- 
posing the  amount  for  twelve  months  to  be  tea 
thousand  dollars,  at  four  per  cent,  hia  emolument 
would  be  four  hundred  aoUars.  Add  to  this  one 
per  cent  upon  other  stamp  duties  reoeiTed  fraai 
the  collectors,  and,  instead  of  the  sopervisiv  re- 
ceiving $800,  it  would  be  found  he  would  reoeire 
at  least  $1,500. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  yesterday  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  the  amouot  of  emdument 
received  by  the  different  supervisors  of  the  United 
States.  There  was  one  item,  however,  which  he 
could  not  take  into  consideration,  because  there 
was  no  return  before  the  House  from  which  he 
could  take  it.  This  was  the  allowance  upm  cei^ 
tificates  for  wines,  &C.,  which,  as  stated  by  the  ' 
Supervisor  of  South  Carolina  himself,  was,  in  the 
year  1796,  $241;  in  1797,  $293;  in  179S,  $266. 
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This  amount  will,  of  conne.  he  eonsiderabtr 
larger  ia  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
than  ia  Charleston.  He  supposed  in  these  towns 
•iz  or  serea  hnndred  dollars  would  accrue  to  the 
sooerrisor  from  this  source. 

Mr.  G.  regretted  that  the  Hoose  had  not  yet 
bad  laid  before  it  an  annual  return  an  this  subject, 
diRcted  to  be  laid  before  them  in  the  month  of 
Deoanber.  If  that  was  before  them,  he  apftfe- 
handed  very  difiereat  conclusions  nrignt  be  drawn 
Crani  it,  Crom  what  can  be  drawn  from  less  au- 
thentic sources. 

In  relniion  to  the  Saperrisor  of  this  State,  he 
had  yestenlay  stated  that  his  emoluments  are 
IMbo,  iaclnding  what  will  arise  from  the  land 
az.  To  this  som  must  be  added  about  $750, 
arinng  from  certificates;  also  the  allowance  on 
the  stamp  duties,  which,  if  they  amount  to  thirty- 
n  thotiand  dollars  a  year,  wul,  at  four  per  eait^ 
aaoont  to  upwards  of  $1,400,  and  also  one  per 
esat.  upon  stamp  duties  recetved  from  the  collec- 
tors, which,  he  supposed,  would  leaTC  another  oat 
htwfaed  doUars.  making  the  whole  of  the  emolu- 
neou  of  this  office  $7,400. 

What  are  the  expenses  of  this  officer?  "We 
baTe  not  these  from  himself,  but  from  a  clerk  in 
his  office.  Clerks  and  office  rent  are  estimated  at 
$1,500;  and  that  an  additional  clerk  will  be  ne- 
cessary on  account  of  the  stamp  duty,  so  that,  al- 
lowi]^  this  clerk  to  be  necessary,  nine  hundred 
doUan  &  year  will  be  cleared  from  these  stamps 
ilosa.  He  soppeaed  his  emoluments  would 
tmaaal  to  a  nett  jM^OOOa  year  This  officer,  said 
Mr.  6.,  does  not  lire  whoUy  in  this  city,  and  his 
meases  oo^ht  not  to  be  calralated  as  being; 
•buged  to  lire  here;  and  if  he  pays  a  laiger  sum 
fat  clerk  hire,  because  he  is  himself  absent,  this ; 
arpCAse  ought  not  to  induce  a  lareer  allowance. : 
He  had  no  doubt  the  office  is  well  kept;  he  men- 
tioBed  this  circumstaace  only  because  it  will  cer- 
ifcinly  be  necessary  to  pay  more  for  clenrks  when 
the  sttperrifor  himself  is  not  present,  than  if  he 
was  to  attend  his  duty  himself. 

This  remark  Mr.G.  beliered  applicable  to  most 
of  the  large  Sutes.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was 
aeeesaary  for  these  officers  to  -lire  in  laige  cities, 
as  a  creat  portion  of  the  internal  duties  is  not  ool- 
ketad  there.  Resifiag  in  uties  is,  therefnre,  a 
mmtUT  t4  ehoioe  wiA,  snperrison. 

ThiB  moroing,  said  Mr.  G..  we  liare  had  pre- 
sented a  peiitiott  finm  York  eonnty,  in  which 
eoraplaint  is  made  anintt  certain  taxes,  with 
a4ich,  howeret,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
cheerfully  acquiesce,  if  they  were  conrioced  that 
they  are  necessary ;  but,  at  the  time  the?  pray 
that  a  system  of  ^economy  mar  be  adopted,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  good  policy,  or  that  it  would 
increase  their  affection  for  the  law,  to  tell  them 
on  the  same  day  that  their  petitim  is  presented 
that  we  are  about  to  allow  four  per  cent,  on  the 
coUeetion  of  the  stamp  doty;  that  in  so  dtnng  the 
greatest  ineqaalitr  would  be  produced  between 
the  allowance  maile  to  the  officers  of  large  and  of 
tmall  States.  To  do  this  might  induce  an  opin- 
100  that  taxes  an  raised  for  the  nlEe  of  giving 
h^  salaries  to  those  who  collect  them. 
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With  respect  to  the  stamp  tax,  Mr.  G.  said,  no 
tax  could  be  collected  cheaper  than  it,  being  a 
mere  matter  of  sale  and  receipt  of  money.  Ac- 
cordingly we  find,  when  this  law  passed,  it  was 
suppo^  that  the  duty  could  be  collected  for  fire 
per  cent,  and  yet  we  now  find  six  per  cent,  gircn 
to  the  collectors,  one  per  cent,  to  the  superrisor, 
and  one  and  a-half  per  cent,  to  the  inspector. 

Mr.  G.  said,  his  great  objection  to  this  amend- 
ment was  its  inequality.  He  hoped  it  would, 
therefore,  be  rejected,  and  a  more  equal  principle 
be  introduced  in  its  place. 

Mr.  Otis  betiered  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  again  hare  troubled  the  House 
oa  this  subject,  ootess  he  had  flattered  himself 
that  some  gentlemen  who  represent  some  of  the 
smaller  States  had  been  affected  by  Ae  wish  wUch 
he  Imd  ^pressed,  of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  the  oflScers  oi  those  States ;  but,  sedng  tbi& 
though  his  object  is  very  different,  for  he  beliered 
it  was  to  starve  the  officers  of  all  the  States,  ha 
Inid  again  brought  the  matter  before  the  House. 
The  gentleman  complains  of  want  of  information. 
Hare  not  the  supervisors  from  different  parts  of 
the  Union  petitioned  the  House  for  two  years 
past,  and  sent  statements  of  their  accounts?  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  singled  out 
these  officers  as  not  being  sufficiently  paid,  and  as 
being  unable  to  support  themselves  without  an 
advance  of  pay.  What  says  the  gentleman  ftom 
Pennsylvania  to  this  t  He  says  it  is  all  loose  in- 
formation, and  that  the  statements  which  be  givM 
to  the  House  are  only  to  be  depended  upon.  Al- 
low him  his  own  data,  and  be  w31  umke  results; 
but  Mr.  O.  believed  the  proper  data  was  the  in* 
formation  lecdred  firom  rae  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

With  respect  to  the  error  of  the  SupepriscNr  of 
South  Cartflina,  he  could  not  correct  it ;  bat  he 
bdiered  that  gentleman  incapable  of  such  incon- 
sistency as  the  gentleman  has  stated.  He  si^ 
posed  the  superrisor  had  drawn  his  statement 
from  correct  data,  and  the  geademan  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  taken  his  from  what  he  guesses  to 
be  correct.  Yesterday,  the  gentleman  told  the 
committee  that  the  Supervisor  of  this  State  is  in 
the  receipt  of  emoluments  from  his  office  of  a 
clear  $3,000  a  year ;  to-day  be  says  it  is  $4^} 
and  there  could  be  little  doubL  if  this  sutiject  eu- 
gaged  the  House  a  few  dajrs  longer^he  wonld 
bring  irrefragable  proof  that  it  is  $10,000. 

But  we  hare,  said  Ur.  O.,  a  return  from  thn 
olScerhimseU;  and  be  tells  yon  that,  exclusively 
of  the  stamp  duty,  it  is  from  twelre  to  fifteen 
hundred  dolkrs.  But  the  gentleman  sutes  that 
this  account  is  not  giren  by  himself,  but  by  a  clerk. 
Can  we  hare  better  information,  said  Mr.  O.,  tham 
that  of  the  clerk  who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the 
office?  Mr.  O.  denied  that  it  was  likely  the  stamp 
duty  in  the  Supervisor's  office  in  this  State  woom 
be  $36,000  a  year,  though  it  had  been  $18,000  in 
the  first  dx  montbs,owing  to  circumstances  which 
had  already  been  mentioned.  Prabaps,  howevn, 
it  might  be  $30,000,  which  would  produw  $l,aO(^ 
at  four  per  cent.;  and  it  appears  that  the  eleA 
hire  ia  this  business  had  taken  the  whole  of  thiS} 
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so  that  DOthinjt  remains  for  the  saperrisor  but  one 
per  cent,  upon  the  money  received  from  the  col- 
lectors, which  would  not  produce  more  than  a 
sett  sum  of  980  or  $100. 

From  the  maoaer  in  which  the  ^otleman  had 
spoken  of  the  Supervisor  of  Pennsylvania,  it  would 
almost  seem  that  he  had  some  personal  dislike  to 
him.  This  officer,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  compelled  to  go 
to  and  from  the  city ;  andj  if  he  employs  a  capa- 
ble person  in  his  office,  it  a  not  material  whether 
he  be  himself  there,  or  in  his  own  county,  lulling 
those  disquietudes  which  hare  been  industrloosly 
faiaed  among  a  set  of  people  who  are  well 
posed  towards  this  Goremment;  for  his  own  part, 
he  should  be  inclined  to  pay  him  better  on  this 
aceoant. 

With  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  people,  he 
had  the  same  idea  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania of  them — that  they  are  unreasonable; 
since  the  taxes  which  are  laid  are  uoavoidable,  and 
fairly  and  equally  imposed,  and  are  for  the  support 
of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  country. 
Mr.  O.  said  he  would  not  inquire  into  the  origin 
of  these  petitions.  In  some  instances,  they  doul)t- 
less  arose  from  an  examination  of  the  subject ;  but 
in  others,  they  are  the  work  of  malcontents,  who 
complain  because  tbey  are  disposed  to  make  diffi- 
culties; and  too  many  follow  these  file-leaders, 
and  sign  petitions  and  remmistranees,  which,  if  he 
mistook  not,  they  would  hereafter,  when  they  see 
matters  in  their  true  light,  be  gM  to  unsay  and 
contradict 

Mr.  Habtlet  said  if  all  the  statements  which 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Gallatin)  had  made  were  like 
that  which  related  to  the  residence  of  the  Supervi- 
sor of  Pennsylvania,  they  would  be  indeed  incor- 
rect ;  for  though  the  family  of  that  gentleman  lives 
at  Yorktown,  he  was  himself  four-fifths  of  his  time 
in  this  city.  This  officer,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  much 
disagreeable  duty  to  perform,  and  he  was  sure  that 
his  constituents  wontd  wish  him  to  be  well  paid. 

Mr.  Hahpbb  observed  that  there  was  nothing 
new  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penur 
sylrania,  except  two  points,  one  of  which  was  rda- 
tire  to  the  residence  tn  Supervisors,  and  the  other  to 
the  statement  of  the  officer  of  South  Carolina.  He 
says  these  officers  are  not  oUiged  by  law  to  reside 
in  large  towns;  but,  said  Mr.  H..  the  law  gives 
them  duties  to  perform  which  makes  it  necessary 
for  them  to  spend  the  greater  part  of  their  time 
there ;  and  the  gentleman  cannot  suppose  that  tbe 
Supervisor  of  this  State  would  be  constantly  ridioff 
bacKward  and  forward  between  York  county  and 
this  city,  if  he  was  not  obliged  to  keep  his  office. 
If  the  residence  of  the  family  of  this  gentleman  in 
the  country  proves  anything,  it  proves  that  his 
office  wilt  not  support  them  in  town,  and  that  his 
compensation  oagbt  to  be  increased.  Could  it  be 
supposed  that  the  Superrisor  of  Maryland  had 
made  inroads  upon  his  fortune  from  his  desire  to 
lire  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  thoiuh  his  duty  did 
not  require  it  f  Certainly  not.  H.  conld  not 
see  uriiy  the  gentleman  from  Pmosylrania  should 
hare  stated  to  the  House,  that  when  die  Commit- 
•ioncr  of  the  Rereone  sent  to  the  office  of  the 
Snpemsor  he  was  not  in  town,  exeept  it  was  to 
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glance  indirectly  at  tbe  manner  in  which  the  busi- 
ness of  that  office  is  done ;  and  as  that  gentleman 
frequently  told  tbe  House  he  does  nothing  without 
a  reason,  he  could  see  no  other  reason  he  could 
have  had  for  it. 

With  respect  to  tbe  Supervisor  of  South  Caro- 
lina having  taken  $1,300  as  an  arerage,  it  was  not 
an  error,  but  the  average  allowance  received  from 
1791  to  1798.  He  may,  indeed,  hare  been  wrong 
in  not  having  taken  the  avenge  of  the  three  or  fbar 
last  past  years,  instead  of  the  seven-  He  beUered 
himself  this  would  hare  been  most  proper.  Whnt 
is  the  result?  That  9300  ought  to  be  added  to 
tbe  $800  which  he  had  sUted  to  be  the  amount  of 
his  emoluments,  which  would  make  81,100,  which 
be  was  sure  could  not  be  thought  a  sufficient  allow- 
ance for  such  an  officer.  But  the  gentleman  sa^ 
the  Saperrisor  ought  to  have  added  S400  more  lor 
the  stamp  duties,  and  $100  as  arising  from  moneys 
received  by  the  collectors.  Was  he  to  blanke  fix 
not  baring  done  this,  when  he  did  not  know  what 
would  be  allowed? 

[Mr.  Qallatin  said  he  did  not  say  he  was  to 
blame  on  this  account,  but  for  baring  stated  at 
81,200  what  he  most  know  ought  tolwTe  been 
$1,500.1 

No,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  gentleman  did  not  blame 
him  alon^  but  ererybody  dse  must  do  it  from  the 
manner  in  which  toe  ffentteman  expressed  him- 
self. We  contend,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  4  per  cent, 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  calculates  what  be  would  receive, 
if  this  was  the  case,  but  himself  opposes  it.  He 
hoped  4  per  cent,  would  be  allowed. 

Mr.  PiNOKNET  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two 
vritb  respect  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  There  might  have  been 
an  error  in  judgment,  in  the  Supervisor  of  South 
Carolina,  in  takmgthe  average  which  be  had  taken; 
but  if  reference  was  had  to  what  he  has  actually 
received  for  his  services,  it  will  be  found  he  has  by 
no  means  received  an  adequate  allowance ;  and  on 
tl^t  account,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  ought  rather  to  go  be- 
yond what  may  be  strictly  a  sufiicient  allowance, 
in  order  to  mace  amends  for  past  defieiowies.  In 
time  past  it  appears  his  emoluments  bare  only 
been  frmn  ^00  to  $800  a  year,  and  the  utmost 
allowance  now  proposed  is  81,500;  and  he  asked 
whether  any  man  could  support  a  family  for  less 
than  this  in  the  city  of  Charleston  1  He  thought 
he  ought  at  least  to  have  8^,000.  He  concaved 
it  bad  policy  to  withhold  a  competent  allowance 
from  tbe  officers  of  the  public.  As  to  the  commis- 
sion arising  from  the  direct  tax,  it  ought  not  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  as  a  permament  allow- 
ance, as  it  was  only  laid  for  one  year,  and  no  one 
could  say  it  would  be  continued. 

Mr.  GALLATiNinsisted  that  thestatementshehad 
made  were  taken  from  official  documents.  And 
to  show  that  the  allowance  to  the  Supervisor  of  this 
State  was  what  he  had  menticmed,  he  eunm^mted 
the  items  as  foUows : 

Salary       .       .        -       -  81,200 

AUowanee  for  clerk-hire    -  800 
-  Commission  from  duty  oa  distilled 

sprits  -  1,744 
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Commission  on  all  the  other  intemai 

daties      -        -                -  235 

CMDmissum  on  bod  tax    •        •  1,186 

Total           -         -         -  $5,165 


These,  said  Mr.  Q.,  are  not  loose  ealcnlations. 
1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  drairtDgcoaelusioDs  from 
loose  caleolations.  When  I  have  no  information 
on  a  subject,  I  am  silent;  and  because  I  had  no  data 
OD  which  to  ascertain  the  amount  received  from 
entificates,  I  was  silent  with  respect  to  them.  But 
thb  morning  a  statement  with  respect  to  them  bad 
been  received.  Mr.  Q.  said  he  had  selected  the 
officers  of  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  shew  the  une- 
qual manner  in  which  a  per-centage  allowance 
would  i^ierate;  and  so  far  from  extending  hisgen- 
enl  remarks  to  the  officer  of  South  Carolina,  he 
thoai^ht  his  sala/y  ought  to  be  full  as  much  as  it 
would  be  made  oy  allowing  him  4  per  cent,  on  the 
stamp  dutie^  and,  of  course,  that  all  tb(»e  who 
receive  less  than  him  receive  too  little. 

In  relation  V>  the  officer  of  Pennsylvania,  whom 
he  had  select»l  for  the  reason  which  he  had  stated, 
he  had  been  astonished  to  hear  it  said  that  he  had 
made  invidious  remarks  with  respect  to  that  gen- 
tleman. He  wished  to  know  how  it  could  be 
deemed  invidious  to  state  facts  relative  to  the  emol- 
uments received  by  one  of  our  officers,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  stated  the  office  was  well  filled.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  had  not  the  least  personal  disrespect  for 
m  objection  to  bim.  The  only  reason  why  he  had 
mentioned  this  officer's  spending  a  part  of  his  time 
in  York  county  was.  that  he  must  necessarily  pay 
more  for  clerk-hire' during  his  absence  than  he 
otherwise  would  hare  occasion  to  do. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  informs 
theHouse  that  thU  officer  is  better  employed  in  York 
eoiuty,  than  he  could  be  in  his  office  at  Phiiadel- 
^ia.  rMr.OriB  denied  having  said  so.]  The  House 
woultf  recollect  Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  gentleman 
spoke  of  this  ameer's  being  in  York  county  doing 
away  those  groundless  objections  which  appeared 
to  exist  there  to  some  of  our  laws;  so  that  it  seems, 
said  Mr.  G.,  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  an  addi- 
tional salary  should  be  allowed  to  our  officers  is, 
not  on  account  of  their  attending  to  their  duty  as 
Supervisurs,  but  on  account  of  some  extra  duty, 
which  their  office  does  not  oblige  them  to  do.  Of 
whalmuure  is  this  duty  7  It  is  to  correct  the  errors 
of  the  peoi^e  of  York  county  as  to  certain  politi- 
cal troths;  to  give  them  lectures  on  the  laws;  not 
rnhf  the  duty  of  acquiescing  in  them ;  not  only 
peaceably  to  obey  them— because  they  have  always 
been  inclined  to  do  thu — but  to  teach  them  that 
Aeir  opinions  with  respect  to  them  are  wrong. 
As  diis  is  not  a  duty  enjoined  upon  any  of  the  Su- 
pervisors, he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  used  as 
an  armament  for  advancing  their  emoluments. 
Nor  did  he  know  in  what  they  were  better  calcu- 
lated to  convince  the  people  of  their  errors  than 
other  gentlemen.  As  an  individual,  Mr.  G.  said  he 
did  bdieve  that  the  oniaion  of  the  people  of  York 
county  is  correct.  With  respect  to  the  grievance 
they  complain  of,  in  the  direct  tax,  he  had  always 
beut  for  placing  land  and  bouses  on  the  same  foot- , 
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ingj  which  would  have  avoided  threvil  they  com- 
puiQ  of. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  wish  to  see  this  at&oer  receive 
more  p&y  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  who  are  cer- 
tainly bis  superior  officers. 

Mr.  Otis  said  he  did  not  make  any  positive 
assertion  with  respect  to  the  officer  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  the  only  information  he  bad  on  the  sabject 
fdl  from  the  gentteman  from  Pennsylvania  mm- 
self,  in  conversation.  In  following  him  it  seems 
he  had  fallen  into  mistake.  This  he  allowed  was 
natural  enough,  and  he  would  be  careful  how  he 
followed  him  again. 

Mr.  O.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  made  his  calculations  from  what  the  officer 
of  this  State  received  last  year,  which  was  more 
than  any  preceding  one.  He  believed  that  $S00 
ought  to  be  deducM  on  account  of  clerk-hire  for 
the  bud  tax  duty ;  and  when  this  was  done,  and 
all  the  other  expenses-  deducted,  it  would  only 
leave  $2,413. 

Mr.  Hartley  denied  that  this  officer  was  em- 
ployed in  York  county  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  Galltik  said  that  he  might,  for  aught  he 
knew,  have  said  something  in  jest  over  one  of  the 
fires,  and  in  private  conversation;  but  he  denied 
altogether  having  given  or  pretended  to  give  any 
information  on  the  subject.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  bad  upon  the  floor  argued  on  a  sup- 
position that  the  fact  was  so,  and  was  the  only 
person  who  had  made  the  assertion  bis  own.  As 
to  himself,  he  knew  loo  well  the  respect  due  to 
any  gentleman,  and  to  himself,  to  assert  in  hi.s  place 
as  a  fact  what  he  did  not  know,  or  to  repeat  any 
jest  that  he  might  have  overheard  in  private  con- 
versation. And  in  what  he  had  said  he  only  fol- 
lowed and  answered  the  argument  openly  made 
by  the  eentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  then 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  taken,  and 
the  question  for  fiUing  the  blank  with  4  per  cent, 
was  carried— 49  to  40,  as  follows : 

YiAs— John  Allen,  Bailey  Baitlett,  Jsmcs  A.  Bayard, 
Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooki,  St«pheD  Bullot^  LhiiH 
tofrfier  G.  CluuDi^o,  James  Cochran,  Williant  Craik, 
John  Dennis,  Geoige  Dont,  William  Edmond,  ThtHOi* 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonatbsn  Freemtn. 
Nathuiiel  Freeman,  jr.,  Heni;  Glen,  Chauncey  Good- 
rich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Bany 
Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoemer,  James  H.  Imlay, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machh, 
Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Monis,  Harrison  O.  Otis, 
Isaac  Parker,  Thomas  Pindmoy,  John  Rntbdge,  jr.. 
Jamas  Sehnfeman,  8amnel  Sewall,  William  Sh^ud, 
Thomas  Sinniduon,  Samuel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague, 
RidiardSprigg,  Geoige  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Jcdm 
E.  Van  Alen.  Pel^  Wadnrorth,  Robert  Wain,  and  Joba 
WiUiams. 

Njlts — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabdl,  Thomas  Clai- 
bcMme,  William  Charlea  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lnns 
Elmeodoii^  William  Findley,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamas 
Gillespie,  Andrew  Gn^,  John  A.  Banna,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  JtmaAao  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Hei^,  David 
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Hofane*,  Edward  LivingibHi^  VtMiaw  LodEe,  Nsthan- 
id  Macon,  William  Matthewa.  JoMph  McDowell,  Jolm 
Nicholas,  Joaiab  Parker,  TMopflon  !•  Skinner,  WiUiam 
Sndth,  Richard  Dobba  Spdght,  Sichud  Stanford,  Tho- 
maa  Sumter,  Mai^ThoiiiBon,Th<nna*TUUn^iai^  Abiam 
Trigg,  Jolm  Tiigg,  Icme^  B.  Tan»iiii»  Abnbam  Veo- 
aUe,  and  Kobert  Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 
Then  tbe  House  adjoomed 


Fbidat,  February  1^ 

John  Fowler,  from  Kentucky,  appeared  and 
took  bis  seat  in  tne  House. 

tSx.  3.  Parkbr,  from  the  Naral  Committee,  re 
ported  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  for  augmenting  the  Nary,  and  fixing  the 
pay  of  Captains  of  ships  or  vessels  of  war. 

A  bill  authorizing  tne  establishment  of  docks, 
and 

A  bill  authoriziog  the  purchase  of  timber  for 
naval  purposes. 

These  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  com- 
niitted. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  proposing  to  make  an 
extra  allowance  to  the  Sergeaat-at-Arms,  on  ac- 
count of  his  sickness  during  the  last  session,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  was  committed. 

The  bill  to  alter  tbe  stamp  duty  imposed  on  for- 
eign bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lading,  and  fur- 
thw  to  amend  the  stamp  act,  was  read  the  third 
cinuB,  and  the  blanks  oeing  filled,  was  passed. 
This  act  is  to  take  place  after  the  Slst  day  of 
March  next. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb,  fron  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
nported  a  bill  to  r^^olate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  impost  and  tcmnajre,  which  was  emnmitted  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

COLLECTION  OF  DIRECT  TAX. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Shitb,  the  House  went 
into  a  Ck>mmittm  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend 
tht  act  to  provide  for  tbe  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwellin^-honses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves 
within  the  United  States.  The  first  clause  of  this 
bill  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
augment  in  cases  where  he  may  find  it  necessary 
the  eompeasation  fixed  for  principal  and  assistant 
assessors  by  the  present  law,  so  that  no  principal 
or  assistant  assessors  shall,  in  any  case,  receive 
mcure  than  two  dollars  per  day,  exclusive  of  an 
allowance,  also  made  in  the  second  section  of  this 
bill,  for  clerk  hire  to  the  principal  assesor,  of  one 
dollar  per  day. 

On  ioquiry,  it  appeared  that  the  principal  asses- 
sors have,  by  the  uw  as  it  now  stands,  one-and-a- 
half  dollar  per  day  allowed  them ;  and  the  other 
asiesBors  one-and-a-half  dollar  whilst  collecting, 
and  one  dollar  when  otherwise  employed. 

This  bill,  advancing  the  pay  oi  the  assessors, 
originates  from  complainu  from  the  Stateof  Mary- 
land, that  persons  cannot  be  got  (o  peribrm  the 
otBoe  for  the  sum  allowed,  and  mat,  in  consequence, 
in  many  pwru  of- that  State,  no  steps  have  been 


taken  to  carry  this  law  into  executioa.  This  fact 
was  stated  by  Messrs.  S.  Smith,  Cbaik,  Sprio^ 
and  Mattbbws,  Represeotatires  from  that  State. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  moved  to  strike  out  two  dollars, 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  three ;  but  this  motion 
was  superseded  by  one  made  by  Mr.  Vauidh  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

He  thought  the  present  allowance  quite  suffi- 
cient, and  rather  more  than  enough ;  that  no  com- 
plaint has  been  made  from  any  other  part  of  the 
Union ;  that  he  coold  not  agree  to  allow  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  powcc  to  pay  the  officers 
in  Maryland  more  than  is  paid  to  the  tame  effioen 
in  other  parts  of  the  Union;  and  he  could  not  cchh- 
sent  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  whole,  when  thejr  aib 
excepting  the  caae  mentioned,  perfectly  aatiafien 
with  what  is  now  allowed.  Mr.  V.  saw  no  neeea- 
sity  for  clerit-hire ;  if  a  clerk  were  to  be  allowed, 
the  ofBcB  of  principal  assessors,  he  said,  would  be- 
come a  sinecure;  that  nothing  would  make  the 
tax  so  unpopular  as  thus  to  increase  the  expens* 
of  collection ;  and  that  out  of  two  miUioos  of  d(ri- 
lars  raised,  not  more  than  one  million  would  find 
its  way  into  the  Treasury.  This  opmicm  was  sup- 
portecl  generally  by  Messrs.  Vbnablb,  McDow- 

ELI.,  ShEPARD,  J.  WILLIAHB,  TbATOBER,  T.  CLiU- 
BORMB,  and  FiNDLBV. 

T4ie  necessity  of  the  increase  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  S.  Smith,  Gordon,  Craie,  Fincenet, 
Harper,  and  Otis,  as  absolutely  necessary,  if  the 
tax  was  to  be  collected  in  Maryland ;  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  advance  the  pay  of  the  officers 
in  any  otherparts  of  the  Union  ;  but  that,  owing  to 
the  extent  oi  the  districts  in  Maryland,  and  from 
other  causes,  persons  could  not  be  induced  to  per- 
form this  duty  without  the  proposed  advance. 

After  a  great  deal  of  conversation  ml  the  8ab> 
ject,  the  motion  for  striking  out  the  section,  was 
negatived— 4fi  to  41.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  luul  leave  to  dt  again. 

REMONeTRANCB  OP  OBORGIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  a  select  committee  on  the  petition  and  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia ;  and  the 
resolution  reporteaby  that  committee  being  under 
consideration,  its  adoption  was  opposed  principatty 
by  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  the  following  resolatkm 
would  be  less  exceptionable  than  the  one  reported, 
and  it  was  agreed  to — 55  votes  being  in  its  favw. 

*' AesoiDed,  That  prorision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  ibr 
OMUi^ying  with  anui  txetHy  as  Ae  President  of  the  IJiu* 
tad  States  may  ttunk  proper  to  make  with  the  Creak 
Indians,  and  for  obtaining  poaseanon,  in  behalf  of  tbe 
8t^  of  Georgia,  of  tbe  lands  lying  within  the  ooontv 
of  TaUassee,  or  other  lands  on  the  frontier  o£  the  sua 
State,  which  may  be  deemed  equiTalent  thereto,  and  dial 
 dollars  be  aiqimipriatsd  uterefiw." 

The  committee  rose,  and,  afta  some  fortkec 
remarks  from  Idr.  Allbm,  the  resolution  was  con- 
curred in — 69  votes  being  io  its  fhvor.  It  was  then 
refured  to  the  select  committee  to  repmt  a  biU. 

The  Honae  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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MoHDAY,  February  4. 

Mr.  Habper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
MeftQs,  made  the  foliowiOg  reports,  riz: 

A  aew  bill  for  regulating  the  compensation  of 
elerks; 

A  bill  making  additional  eompeimtioa  for  the 
I799j  to  eertain  offiom  t>tthe  Senate  and 
Honae  of  Representttires  of  the  United  States ; 
tmd 

A  bill  making  appr<^'atioiis  for  the  support 
mf  ^  Navy  Establuhmeat  for  the  year  1799; 

Which  biUsweve  BerenUytirice  read  and  oom- 
nntfed. 

Mr.  McClbnachah  preaeiiied  a  peiittoa  and 
remonstrance  from  1,310  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  which  they  deem  unconstitu- 
tini^.   Referred  as  usnal. 

W.CK  AND  DISABLED  8CAMEN. 

Mr.  PiNCKHET  mored  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
nek  and  lUsabled  seamen,  and  that  they  have  power 
to  report  by  bill  or  otberwiite.  He  said,  there  is  a 
provision  in  the  present  law,  direcAoe  that  all  the 
money  collected  within  a  district  shall  be  expend- 
ed within  the  same,  in  carrying  which  into  effect 
ineoQTenience  has  been  experienced,  from  the 
smaUness  of  the  districts  under  the  revenue  system. 
It  would  be  necessary,  therefore,  either  to  repeal 
that  provision,  or  enlarge  the  districts.  Some 
doubt  also  existed  whether  seamen  of  ihe  Navy  are 
admissible  into  the  hospitals  to  be  provided  under 
this  law.  He  hoped,  therefore,  a  committee  would 
be  appointed.   Agreed  to. 

COLLECTION  OF  DIRECT  TAXES. 
The  House  again  reserved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Mil  to  amend  the  act 
fcH*  Taluing  the  lands  and  dwdling-houses  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  enumeration  of  slaves; 
when 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  oni  two,  for  the 
pwpose  of  inserting  three,  making  the  allowance 
to  the  assessors  three  dollars. 

Mr.  Cbaie  seconded  the  motion.  He  bdieved  tlat 
without  this  allowance  no  tax  eonld  be  collected 
in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  nnce  no  part  of  the  tax 
could  be  laid  nntll  alt  the  assessments  are  made. 
Mr.  C.  believed  the  allowance  was  tbooght  too 
small  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  also. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  would  have  been  satisfied  with  doable 
the  allowance  for  the  assessors  In  Maryland,  that 
is  allowed  to  any  otbor. 

Mr.  McDowell  spoke  also  against  the  allow- 
ance. 

Mr.  Waln  was  in  favor  of  the  advance;  he  be- 
Ueved  the  present  pay  too  small,  and  that  the  as- 
sessors in  this  city  had  andertaken  the  business 
more  from  personal  respect  to  the  Commissioner 
than  from  any  other  reason.  If  this  was  agreed  to, 
be  should  be  tor  dispensing  with  the  clerk  provided 
1^  Uie  next  section  for  the  principal  assessors. 

Mr.  Gallatih  said,  he  voted  against  the  strik- 
5th  CoBT.— 90 
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ing  out  of  this  section,  not  because  he  thought 
the  present  allowance  too  small,  but  because  he 
knew  the  fact  that  ihe  assessments  are  not  made 
in  certain  parts  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  tax  can- 
not be  laid  uotil'the  whule  of  the  assessments  are 
made.  He  therefore  saw  the  necessity  of  making 
some  advance.  He  was,however,  altogether  against 
this  amendment.  It  appeared  very  mysterious  to 
him  that  though  assessors  were  readily  fotmd  to 
do  the  business  for  the  sum  allowed,  in  those  parts 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  which  are  only  sepa- 
rated from  these  distriels  of  Maryland  by  an  ar- 
bitrary line,  persons  cannot  be  obtained  to  do  th« 
business  there.  As  to  what  his  colleagoe  (Mr. 
Waln)  had  stated,  of  assessors  having  Dnaertum 
the  business  in  this  city,  principally  out  of  personai 
respect  to  the  Commissioner,  he  could  scarcdy 
think  that  was  the  case  j  since,  for  doin^  the  same 
kind  of  business,  the  Slate  only  pays  ite  offieers 
one  dollar  a  day.  and  he  never  heard  of  any  want 
of  persons  lo  fill  the  places.  The  County  Com- 
missioner, whose  duty  is  the  same  with  that  of 
the  principal  assessors,  receives  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  $1  33^.  In  voting  against  striking 
out  this  section,  he  proposed  to  introduce  an  amenf 
meat,  providing  that  the  additional  compensation 
shall  not  be  made  to  any  person  who  has  at  iHresent 
accepted  the  office. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  fact  which  had  been 
stated,  might  appear  less  mysterious  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania^  when  he  informed  the 
committee  that,  about  two  years  ago,  the  State  of 
Maryland  passed  a  law  for  levying  a  direct  tax, 
and  allowed  to  the  assessors  of  each  district  $106; 
and  though  this  business  was  simple,  and  the  oresent 
assessments  complex,  only  345  are  here  auowed. 
Another  reason,  in  th^  State  of  Maryland,  no  person 
employed  by  the  Stale  in  its  assessments,  can  un- 
dertake the  same  business  for  the  United  States. 
He  supposed  these  the  principal  reasons  for  the  ex- 
isting difference  between  this  State  and  others. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gordon  that  the  question 
had  best  be  first  taken  on  striking  out,  it  was  agreed 
to  be  so  taken. 

On  the  question  being  put  to  strike  out  two,  it 
was  negatived— 47  to  34. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  moved  to  introduce  the 
following  words  into  the  section,  "in  order  to 
procure  principal  assessors,  where  the  same  may 
not  have  been  appointed." 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Habpbil 
J.  Williams,  Macon  and  Vbnable;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Thatcrbb,  Matthews,  and  S.  Shith. 

It  was  negatived — 19  votes  only  being  for  it. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  moved  to  make  the  advance 
general  throughout  the  United  States.  He  w^ed 
to  have  no  discretion  anywhere  on  this  sabject, 
but  in  Congress. 

Only  five  votes  were  in  favor  of  this  motion. 

Mr.  Thatcher  saw  no  necessity  for  the  second 
section,  which  provided  a  clerk  of  the  princi^ 
assessors;  if  a  man  could  read  and  write,  he  said, 
he  might  certainly  do  the  business  of  this  office 
without  a  clerk. 

The  motion  was  carried,  59  votes  being  in  iu 
favor. 
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The  third  sectioD  then  came  under  consideration, 
which  went  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  present  act 
as  makes  it  necessary  to  take  an  account  of  the 
windows  in  dwelling-houses. 

Mr.  Waln  wished  to  propose  au  amendment  to 
this  section.  He  thought  there  are  other  parts  of 
the  9th  section  ot  the  present  law  which  might 
very  welt  be  dispensed  with,  as  they  tended  only 
to  make  the  law  disagreeahle  in  its  execution,  in 
the  same  way  that  numbering  (he  windows  had 
giren  people  an  idea  (hat  a  window  tax  was  in 
eontemplatioD.  The  only  reason  which  he  had 
heard  given  for  these  details,  was,  that  they  were 
to  enaue  the  Commissioners  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
Talue  of  houses;  but  he  thought  this  reason  in- 
sufficient, as  he  did  not  helieve  any  just  opinion  of 
the  value  of  houses  could  he  formed  without  a  per- 
sonal view  of  them.  The  Secreury  of  the  Trva- 
anry,  io  his  letter  to  the  cbairmao  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  seems  to  hold  out  this 
idea.  Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  section  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"That  so  mudi  of  the  said  act  as  requires  the  bbwb- 
son  to  make  the  number  and  description  of  the  windows 
of  dwelling-houses,  and  of  the  exact  dimensions  or  area 
of  the  dwelliog-houses,  or  other  building,  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  it  thall  be  ike  duty  of 
asBettort  io  requa^  weh  a  gmmU  ekBeription  of  dwel- 
Sng-houaea  and  other  btmdingMf  aa  they  majf  deem 
neceuary.** 

This  amendmen(  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bayard 
and  Mr.  J.  Williams;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Harper,  GoRnoN,  DIioholas  and  Rbed. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr  Nicholas,  that  the  words 
printed  in  italic  were  mure  objectionable  than  the 
present  law  could  be,  Mr.  Waln  withdrew  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  n^tived — 2S  votes  only  being 
for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  a  new  section  was 
added  to  the  bill,  giving  a  power  to  the  Comqiis- 
sioners  to  extend  the  time  of  receiving  appeals  by 
the  principal  assessors. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Waln  moved  an  amendment  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  pr&<)ent  law  which  requires  appeals  to 
oe  made  in  writing,  which,  he  said,  was  found  in- 
convenient in  some  parts  of  this  State ;  carried — 
35  to  29. 

Mr.  Varhum  (hen  moved  to  s(rike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  (which  makes  the  increase  of 
pay  to  the  assessors.)  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  should  vote  against  strik- 
ing out  this  section,  in  hopes  that  an  amendment 
something  like  that  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  proposed  in  the  Committee  ofthe 
Whole  would  be  adopted;  but,  if  such  an  araend- 
mect  was  not  agreed  to,  he  would  finally  vote 
against  the  passing  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  stood — 
yeas  47,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Tkab — Abraham  Baldwin,  Darid  Bard,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Robert  Brown,  Stephen  Bullock,  Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Jidm  Chapman,  Thomas  Claibixiia,  William  Charlea 
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Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Eg^leaton,  Lucas  El- 
mendorf,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  (Sr^g, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan 
N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Htrimes,  Waltv 
Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Lode,  Samuel  Ly- 
man, James  Machb,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  MeClm* 
achan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  William 
Shepaid,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  George  Thatcher,  Maifc 
Thomson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Von  Aien, 
PbUip  Van  Cortlanilt,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Abraham 
Venable,Jolm  Williams,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— George  Baer,  jr.,  James  A.  Bayard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Jonathan  Biaee,  Z)avid  Brooks,  Chrisb^dMr  G. 
Champtin,  James  Cochnui,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond, 
Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Albert 
Gallatin,  Jsmee  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  Channcey  Good- 
rich, William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  John  A.  Han- 
na,  Bobflrt  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  James  H.  Imlay,  William  Matthews, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  John  Nicholas,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac 
Parker,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed, 
John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall, 
Thomas  Sinnidison,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Dobfaa 
Spaight ,  Peleg  Sgrague,  lUchud  Sprigg,  Richard  Thran- 
as,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  Waln. 

The  first  seerion  being  struck  ou(,  the  remainder 
of  the  bill  underwent  tne  necessary  alterations,  in 
point  of  form,  and  then  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  respecting  certain 
balances  due  from  the  several  States  ofthe  United 
States.  The  amendments  were,  first,  that  the  time 
of  erecting  fortifications  should  be  confined  to  five 
years;  second,  that  cessions  should  he  made  ofthe 
territory  on  which  any  such  fortifications  shonid 
be  built. 

Mr.  Bat ARD  moved  to  amend  the  first,  by  adding 
"or  in  (he  erec(ion  of  piers  for  the  jurotection  and 
improvement  of  any  port  or  harbor  in  the  United 
StaT'es."  This  motion  was  negatived—^  votes 
only  being  for  it. 

Mr.  Cochran  moved  to  strike  out  that  pert  of 
the  amendment  which  requires  «  cession  of  (he 
territory. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Livmo* 
STON,  J.  Williams,  Brooks  and  Gallatin  ;  and 
opposed  by  Mr  Harper. 

Mr.  BAYARn  moved  a  reference  of  this  amend- 
ment to  a  select  committee;  which  was  negativ- 
ed—46  to  29. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  what 
relates  to  cession,  which  was  carried— 40  to  38. 


Tuesday,  February  5. 

The  House  met  as  usual;  when  the  Clerk  in- 
formed the  members  present  that  the  Speakbb 
was  indisposed,  and  unable  to  attend  the  duties  o( 
the  Chair  this  morning,  when  a  motion  was  nude 
to  adjourn,  and  the  House  adjourned  accordingly 
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WEDNEaoAY,  February  6. 
The  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the  valua- 
tioa  of  land  aDddwelliDg-bousesand  the  eoumera- 
tioD  of  slaves  within  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

IMPORT  AND  TONNAGE  DUTIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Shitb,  the  House  resolTed 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
toanaee.  A  few  ameadments  were  agreed  to^  and 
the  bnl  being  gone  through,  the  committee  rose, 
bat  the  Speaker  having le^  the  House,  indisposed, 
no  report  could  be  made,  and  the  House  was  in- 
formally adjouFoed  by  the  Clerk. 

A  short  debate  took  place  in, the  committee  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Litinoston,  to  exclude  from  duty 
books,  maps,  prints,  or  charts,  imported  for  any 
college,  academy,  or  incorporated  library.  It  was 
oppOM^  principally  on  the  ground  that  toe  subject 
had  been  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  bad 
not  yet  made  their  report  The  motion  was  finally 
witfadrawD. 


Tbd^sday,  February  7. 

Mr.  RuTLBDaB  made  his  report,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  on  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  coUeetion  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage;  which  report  was  taken  up,  the 
amendments  concurred  in,  and  some  others  inade. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  providing  compensation 
for  marshals,  attorneys,  jurors,  and  witnesses  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was  committed. 

Mr.  Craik.  from  the  Commitleeon  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  establlthing  the 
Post  Office  of  (he  United  States,  which  was  com' 
mitted. 

Mr.  PmcKNBV,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
emisider  the  representation  and  remonstrance  of 
the  Legblature  of  Georgia,  reportedabill  appropria- 
ting a  ceruin  snm  of  money  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the 
Indians;  which  was  committed. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  Ha.rper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
fideaos,  reported  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  the  Eiecntire  Departments.  By 
this  bill  it  isprovided  that  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
Treasury.  War,  and  Nary,  shall  each  have  $5,000 
a  year;  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  $4,000; 
the  Attorney  Qeaeral,  the  Treasurer,  the  Auditor, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rerenue,  each  t3,- 
400;  the  R»risterof  the  Treasury  Q3,800;  theAc- 
eoontants  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  each 
t8,300;  the  Postmaster  General  ^2,400,  and  the 
Assistant  Postmaster  General  $1,700. 

The  bill  was  committed. 
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INTEBCOUHSE  WITH  FRANCE. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  fur  further  suspending  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France.  The  principal  of  the^ 
amendments  was,  to  strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth 
sections  of  the  bill,  which  gave  the  President  power 
to  suspend  our  intercourse  with  such  Spanish 
and  Dutch  ports  as  should  be  found  to  harbor 
French  privateers.  This  amendment  of  theSenate 
was  concurred  in,  60  votes  being  for  it.  The  rest 
followed  of  course.  The  Committee  then  rose, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  in  the 
House  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  question  was  carried — 69  to  32, 
as  follows ; 

Ybas — Geoi^e  Baer,jT.,  Abrshsm  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  B.  Bartiett,  Jas.  A.  Bayard,  Thoa.  Blount,  Richard 
Brent,  Robert  Browo,  Stephen  Bultock,  John  ChapmaUi 
Thomas  Claiborne,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Thomas  T.  Davit,  John  Dawaoni  George  Dent,  Joseph 
Eggieston,  Lucas  Elmendorf^  Thomas  Evans,  Wtlliua 
Findlej,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr.,  Albert 
Gallatinplamea  Gilleflpie,Andrew  Greg^ John  A.Hatuu, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joeeph  Heiater,  David 
Holmes,  Jamee  H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, Matthew  Locke,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McClenachan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Isaac  Paiker,  Josiah  Parker,  John 
Reed,  Jamee  Sdiureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Tompaon  J. 
Skinner,  Samuel  Smith, William,  Smith,  Richard  Spiiggt 
Richard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm, 
Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nits — John  Allen,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks, 
Cbriatopher  G.  Champlin,  William  Craik,  John  Dennis, 
William  Edmond,  Abiet  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jona 
than  Freeman,  Hennr  Glen,  Cbauncey  Goodrich,  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  Roger  GjuwoH,  William  Hindman,  He- 
zekiah  L.  Hosmer,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Ly- 
man, William  Matthews,  Joeeph  McDowell,  Harrison 
G.  Otis,  Thomas  Finckney,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  Richard 
Dobbs  Speight,  Peleg  Spragne,  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Mark  Thonuon,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg 
Wadswofth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  WiUiams. 
STATEMENT  OF  EXPORTS,  Ac 

A  communication  was  laid  before  the  House  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  enclosing  statements  of  goods 
exported  from  the  United  States, by  which  it  appears: 
That  the  total  amount  of  the  value  of  our  exports,  for 
the  last  year,  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last, 
was  961,837,411,  lhirty>three  millionB  of  wbii^  it  is 
estimated  were  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of 
forogn  growth  or  mansftcture.  Abo,  a  statement  of 
the  tonnage  of  onr  shipfonf  for  the  year  17B7,  whidi 
is,  of— 

TofU.  96t&i, 
Registered  tonnage  -  697,777  43 

Enrolled  and  licenMsddo.  •  -  237,403  60 
Fishing  vessels,  do.  -         -         -   41,733  73 


Total  •         -         -  876,918  90 

Of  the  above,  it  is  found  1^  returns  that  &7,67B  tons 
were  built  in  the  United  Sutes  in  Uie  year  1797. 

The  increase  of  onr  domestic  exports  this  year  over 
the  last,  is  above  two  millions,  whidi  is  owing  to  about 
10,000  hogsheads  more  of  tobacco  having  been  ex- 
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ported  Uui  ywr  than  thi  lut  Tlwfidlowiiig  uacom- 
pantrre  tUteiiMnt  of  the  ozports  of  the  yem  1797 
taA  1708: 


Ac 


1h  what  towitrka. 
KiieiiBffte.- 
Sweden,  Ac 
DeBtnark,  Nonreyt 
Holland, 

Cheat  Biitain,  &c. 
Hanjw  Towni 
France,  Ac 
Spain,  &C.  • 
Portugal,  &.C. 
Morocco 
Italy 

China,  and  India  ganeraUy  - 
Weat  Indiea  generaDj 
Afinct  do 
Europr  do 
Nortbweat  Coaat  of  America 
ImpCNCud  porta 


1797.  ' 
3,4fi0 
898.316 
3.633,224 
8,805,486 
8,569,748 
9,589,868 
11,664,091 
6,69«,358 
463.310 
1S,000 
767,004 
387,310 
1,608,044 
230,878 
207,077 
15,607 


1798. 
60,732 
738,462 
2,901,611 
7.420,650 
17,086,189 
14,492,613 
6.941,486 
8.740,653 
739.089 
19,188 
1.384,036 
261,795 
248,131 
132,863 
74,868 
79.615 
70.730 


Total 

51,294,710 

61.327,411 

Summary 

1797. 

1798. 

New  Hampshire 

275,840 

361,453 

Maasachuaetts 

.  7,602.047 

8,639,362 

Rhode  Island 

976.680 

947,837 

Connecticut 

814.606 

763,128 

New  York  - 

-  18,808,064 

14,800,893 

New  Jersey 

18,161 

61,877 

Pennsylvania 

-  11,446,291 

8,915,463 

Delaware  - 

98.939 

183,739 

Maiyland  - 

-  9,811,799 

12,746,190 

Virginia 

-  4,908,718 

6,113,461 

North  Carolina 

640,901 

338,124 

South  Carolina 

949,823 

6,994,179 

Georgia 

644,307 

961.848 

Total 


-  61,394.710  61,327,411 


AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Passer,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  od 
the  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy,  and 
fixing  the  pay  of  the  captains  of  ships -or  vessels 
of  war ;  Then  the  first  section  beitkg  under  consi- 
doalioQ— 

Mr.  Qallatin  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"six  ships  of  war,  of  assize  to  carry,  and  which 
diall  be  armed  with  not  less  than  seventy-four 
guns  each ;  and  these  shall  be  built  or  purchased 
wilhm  the  United  States in  order  to  take  the 
•rase  the  committee  oo  the  propriety  of  build- 
ing, at  present,  ships-of-the-line.  When  this  sub- 
ject was  last  year  before  the  House,  the  general 
opinion  was,  that  during  the  present  war,  consider- 
ing the  crippled  state  of  the  French  navy,  frigates 
and  vessels  of  a  smaller  size,  were  sufficient  to 
protect  our  vessels  on  our  own  coast,  and  in  the 
West  India  seas;  nor  did  that  opinion  seem  to 
have  undergone  any  material  alteration  ;  for,  al- 
though the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  select 
committee,  had  reported  that  the  expense  of  build- 
\d%  the  six  seventy-four  gun  ship*  now  propowd, 


would  amount  to  $2,400,000,  yet  the  appropriation 
asked  for  the  present  year  was  only  one  million  of 
dollars.  It  was  not  expected  that  much  more 
than  one-third  of  the  work  necessary  to  send  those 
ships  to  sea,  could  be  executed  during  the  present 
year.  It  was  not  expected  that  they  could  be  fin- 
ished in  less  than  two  or  three  years.  They  wen 
not  wanted  for  any  immediate  purpose.  The 
proposed  measure  was  not  therefore  a  measure  ^ 
defence.  It  was  a  project  of  a  general  lutture. 
The  q^uestion  is,  whether  it  be  proper,  at  tbe  pre- 
sent time,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  navy,  of  a 
fleet,  that  might  be  able,  hereafter,  to  give  us  a 
certain  weight  in  relation  to  European  nations; 
which  might  be  able  to  cope  with  the  fleets  of 
those  nations:  and  it  was  in  order  to  bringthst 
question  fairly  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
that  he  had  made  bis  motion.  Should  that  mo* 
tion  prevail,  it  would  not  a^t  the  building  of 
the  six  sloops  of  war  which  were  said  to  be  imme- 
diately wanted,  in  addition  to  our  present  naval 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  proteciiog  our  commerce. 
It  would  merely  prevent  tbe  building,  at  present, 
of  a  fleet  whica  was  supposed,  by  Uie  friends  of 
tbe  bill,  to  be  wanted  only  for  future  purposes. 

The  only  a^ment  ^ivea  by  the  select  com- 
mittee in  support  of  tbia  new  establishment,  was 
inapplicable  to  the  present  question.  It  went  only 
to  show  that  great  proteeuon  had  been  afibrded 
to  our  commerce  by  our  |Mresent  naval  force.  Sup- 
posing, therefore,  that  their  calculations  were  cor- 
rect, and  that  those  advantages  had  been  derived 
from  our  navy  which  they  contended  for,  it  would 
not  follow  that  it  was  necessary,  at  present,  to 
build  a  fleet  which  could  not  be  applied  to  that 
object.  Yet,  as  that  argument  was  in  itself  falla- 
cious, and  calculated  to  make  a  wrong  impres- 
sion, he  would  examine  the  data  on  which  it  was 
grounded. 

Tbe  committee  state  that  about  the  time  of  the 
sailinz  of  our  ships  of  war,  the  rate  of  insurance 
in  Philadelphia  stood  as  follows : 
To  Rusria  out  32|  per  cant— Home  23} 


Sweden  - 

20 

<l 

ft 

134 

Denmark  and  Hanse 

Towns  - 

174 

«l 

*t 

174 

Holland  - 

to 

M 

II 

174 

Chreat  Britain  - 

"4 

«< 

tt 

174 

Spain      -  - 

174 

(f 

•( 

17J 

Pra'ce 

Portugal  • 

16 

«l 

<« 

16 

Morocco  - 

30 

tt 

tt 

30 

Italy 

87i 

»t 

tt 

374 

China  and  the  East 

Indies  - 

30 

*t 

tt 

15 

Wf  Bt  Indies  - 

174 

t* 

tt 

174 

Africa 

SO 

tt 

tt 

SO 

That  at  this  thus  insnrance  can  ba  had  at  ^  fiil- 
lowing  rates,  in  the  same  officea: 
To  Rysna  -    ont  1S4  per  eanL— Hone 

Swaden  •       -         I«4  ** 

Denmark  and  Hanae 


Towns* 
HoUaod  - 
Great  Britain 
apain 


10 
16 
10 

1S4 
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T*  ninee    -      -    out  -  pv  cent.— Home  - 
PorlagaJ  -  10      <•  '*  10 

Morocco  -      -         ISi     ■*  **  13i 

Italy       -  17i     •*  "  17J 

China  and  the  Eart 

Indiee  -      -         10      "  "  10 

West  Indie*     -  13^     "  «  12^ 

Afiica      -      -         ISi     «  *'  1S| 

That  oar  exports  and  imports  for  one  jrear,  may 
be  estimated  at  oae  haodred  millions  of  dollars, 
ud  the  Talae  of  our  vessels  at  tweatjr^ereii  mil- 
UoBS}  and  thai  the  iauurance  having,  according 
to  the  preoeding  table,  fallen  7^  per  cent,  on  an* 
avenge,  there  roolts  a  clear  annaal  saTiog  of  Qine 
BiUiona  aod  a  half,  which  thef  ascribe  solely  to 
«iir  naral  forec.  Thecranmittee  thence  eonclade 
that  the  aaviiig  in  insarance,  is  a  clear  {ptin  to  the 
emntiy  grdkter  thaa  the  expense  incurred  by 
ihe  narr. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  differed  in  toto  from  the  com- 
mittee, both  in  their  premises  and  conclusions, 
and  must  therefore  be  permitted  to  make  some 
ohserraiioDs  on  this  Jitatement. 

In  the  first  plac&  whatever  fall  may  have  taken 
place  in  the  rate  of  insurance,  that  fall  must  have 
been  owing,  at  least,  to  two  distinct  causes,  viz:  to 
private  vessels  having  been  suffered  to  arm,  and  to 
pnUie  armed  vesaele.  To  decide  precisely  what 
«hare  of  the  effect  was  produced  by  our  public 
anned  vessels,  it  would  be  necessary  to  know  ex- 
actly what  effects  have  been  produced  by  private 
armied  vessels ;  the  balance  mi^ht  then  be  ascribed 
•oourpablio  force.  Considering  the  manner  in 
which  our  trade  bad  principally  suffered  in  tfae 
West  Indian  seas,  by  row-boats,  and  otlier  small 
Teasels,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  armed  pri- 
vate Toeek  had  been  of  much  greater  service  in 
orcservingoar  vessels  from  plunder,  than  our  navy. 
And  even  in  relation  to  those  private  armed  ves- 
•ela,  the  expense  of  arming,  and  of  a  greater  crew, 
most  be  deducted  from  the  profit  arising  from  a 
Call  in  the  rate  of  insurance. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  Yery  extraordinary  that 
this  committee  should  have  at  once  supposed  that 
the  fall  which  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  in- 
sarance. has  been  wholly  owing  to  our  armed 
force.  If  this  had  been  the  case,  it  would  have 
&llen  most  where  our  force  was  principally  em- 
ployed, viz:  to  the  West  Indies.  Has  this  been  the 
«ase?  It  has  not.  The  eommittee  state,  that  the 
insurance  to  the  Hanse  Towns  and  Great  Britain, 
was  last  Summer,  17|,  and  now  only  tea  per  cent.; 
that  last  Summer  it  was  to  Italy  27^,  aud  now  17^, 
per  cent.;  that  to  China  and  the  Bast  Indies,  it  was 
last  Summer  30,  and  now  10  per  cent;  and  that  to 
the  West  Indies  it  was  last  Summer  17^,  and  now 
12}  per  cenL  Thus,  by  their  own  account,  the 
insurance  has  fallenlO  per  cent,  to  Italy,  China  and 
the  East  Indies ;  7}  per  cent,  to  Great  Britain  and 
the  Hanse  Towns;  and  only  5  per  cent  to  the  West 
Indies.  Had  the  fall  of  insurance  been  owing 
solely,  as  it  is  ascribed  by  the  committee,  or 
prmcipally  to  oar  navy,  that  fall  would  have  been 
gteater  to  that  part  of  the  world  where  that  navy 
lad  principally  been  employed  and  could  afford  the 
fTMlcst  proteetioo.  But  tne  revene  was  the  fact. 


To  the  West  Indies,  where  that  navy  was  prin- 
cipally applied,  the  fall  of  insurance  was  ihe  least. 
To  Italy  and  China,  where  it  could  afford  almost 
none,  it  was  the  greatest.  To  England  and  Ham- 
burg, wh«e  more  than  one-balf  of  our  exports  aud 
imports  entered,  and  where  our  fleet  had  never 
been  seen,  it  had  fallen  50  per  cent,  more  than  to 
the  West  Indies,  where  our  navy  had  principally 
been  stationed.  This  is  at  once  sufficient  to  show, 
how  erroneous  were  the  calculations  of  the  com- 
mittee. AH  the  scaffolding  of  their  superstrocturc 
falls  to  the  ground ;  and  they  have  altogether  mis- 
taken the  causes  of  the  fall  m  the  rates  of  insur- 
ance. It  was  possible,  Mr.  G.  said,  when  he  at- 
tempted to  assign  reasons  for  the  alteration  which 
had  taken  i^aoe  in  the  price  of  insurance,  that  be 
might  also  be  mistaken;  but  it  would  not  still  ht 
less  clear  that  the  committee  have  been  wrong. 

Mr  G.  believed  the  All  in  the  rate  of  insurance^ 
had  been  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes.  One  te^ 
son  was,  the  rate  had  been  fixed  too  hi^  and  tha 
trade  of  insurance  bad  afforded  too  large  a  profit ; 
and  (his  opinion  be  drew  from  a  simple  fact,  viz: 
that  the  dividends  of  some  of  the  insurance  com- 
panies had  lately  been  very  exorbitant.  One  of 
these  offices  had  deetared  a  dividend  of  20  per 
cent,  for  half  a  year,  which  is  40  per  cent,  a  year. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  price  of  iasurance 
bad  borne  no  proportion  to  the  risk  incurred.  la 
consequence,  two  or  three  new  insurance  compa- 
nies had  applied  for  incorporation  acts,  and  some 
new  offices  bad  actually  been  opened  on  private 
account,  which  showed  the  profits  were  so  la^ 
as  to  oeeasion  a  competition  in  the  business. 

Again,  it  is  clear,  that  in  April  last,  when  the 
despatches  which  were  then  received  from  Franee 
were  published,  coiuiderable  apprehension  of  war 
was  entertained,  not  only  with  France,  but  with 
Spain  and  Holland,  from  their  connexion  with 
France ;  and  in  consequence,  the  price  of  insurance 
was  much  advanced  in  the  months  of  May,  June, 
and  July.  Facts  had  occurred,  he.believedj  to 
justify  what  be  had  stated  to  be  the  public  opinion, 
with  respect  to  Spain  and  Holland.  He  under- 
stood that  insurance  had  been  refused  on  the  risk  of 
vessels  being  detained  in  the  ports  of  those  nations : 
so  great  were  the  apprehensions  of  war  with  those 
Powers,  from  the  measures  taken  during  the  last 
session.  This  fear  had  now  subsided,  and  the  rate 
of  insurance  fiiUen  in  proportion. 

Again,  in  relation  to  Europe,  it  is  clear,  that  the 
measures  which  havebeen  aotmted  both  by  France 
and  Eng^nd,  have  tended  to  diminish  thenombor 
of  jmvateers  in  the  European  seas.  Franca, 
either  with  the  intention,  or  under  the  pretence  ot 
an  intention,  of  invading  England,  laid  an  em- 
bargo on  her  own  vessels  and  seamen,  which  had, 
in  a  great  measure,  locked  np  their  privateers. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  measures  adopted 
by  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  that  invasion,  had  the 
effect,  by  a  complete  olockade  of  the  French  ports, 
to  detain  there  both  their  fleets  and  their  pri  vateen. 

Another  event  bad  eminently  contributed  to  di- 
minish the  rate  of  insurance,  to  the  British  West 
Indies,  generally.  It  was  the  evacuation  of  St. 
Domingo  by  the  English.  For  the  greatest  dai^^ 
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and  the  highest  rate  pf  iDsurance,  were  on  vessels 
bouDd  to  their  ports  in  that  part  of  the  island  called 
the  Bite  of  Leogane,  where  Port-au-Priace  laid. 
And  since  the  evacuation,  that  part  of  the  trade, 
and  of  the  insurance  being  at  an  end,  no  mention  oi 
it  coald  be  made  in  the  table  given  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Two  other  causes  had  contributed  to  produce 
thi5  general  effect.  Whatever  might  be  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  French  Government,  in  their  appa- 
rent desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  disputes  now  ex- 
isting; it  was  not  less  true,  that  (and  it  was  im- 
material to  what  motives  it  was  owing)  they  had 
Telaxedintheireonduct  by  sea  with  us.  Theirpri- 
vateers  were  actually  under  greater  re8traints,anda 
ffeneral  belief  had  taken  place  in  the  public  mind, 
UMt  they  were  more  disjKeed  to  make  peace  now, 
thansome  time  ago.  Whether  that  belief  was  well- 
founded,  or  not,  he  did  not  mean  now  to  examine ; 
but  it  was  sufficient  that  the  belief  existed,  to  cause 
a  fall  in  the  premium  asked  for  a  riskwnich  was 
thus  believed  lo  be  diminished. 

Finally,  within  these  six  months,  not  only  has 
the  tone  of  the  French  been  lowered,  but  their 
power  has  been  diminished,  from  the  destruction 
of  their  fleets  and  other  causes;  and  that  was  also 
a  powerful  cause  of  a  greater  confidence  in  our- 
selves, of  an  opinion,  that  as  that  nation  had  it  less 
in  their  power  to  injure  us,  the  risk  of  captures, 
and  the  premium  of  insurance,  must  be  less  than 
before.  Henee,  he  concltided,  that  though  he  was 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  our  nary  had  been  of 
some  service  in  protecting  our  commerce,  and  con- 
sequently bad  produced  some  effect  in  lowering 
the  rate  of  insunmce,  jret  the  extraordinary  changes 
ascribed  to  it,  were,  in  a  great  degree,  produced 
by  other  causes,  and  the  enonmius  and  ridiculous 
ealealationsof  tne  committee  altogether  ground- 
less. 

In  relation  to  the  amount  of  captures  made  by 
the  belligerent  Powers,  he  knew  out  little,  as  he 
possessed  no  documents  from  which  to  collect  this 
mformation.  He  knew  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  said,  that  they  amounted  to  four  times 
the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the  navy  which  he 
recommended ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  Statfe 
had  estimated  the  amount  of  captures  by  the 
French  alone,  at  twenty  millions  oi  dollars.  Mr. 
G.  said,  he  should  be  happy  to  see  some  documents 
relative  to  this  subject.  If  any  such  were  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  would  have  been 
his  duty  to  communicate  them  to  Congress,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  passed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  directed  him  to  do  it.  As  he  has  not 
done  it,  we  must  infer  that  he  does  not  possess  any 
documents  or  official  information,  and  that  his 
saying  that  those  captures  amount  to  twenty  mil- 
lions, must  be  considered  as  a  vague  assertion,  un- 
supported by  proof.  Twenty  millions  was  a  round 
number,  which  had  become  fashionable.  These 
captures  were  twenty  millions  eighteen  months 
ago,and  twenty  millions  now. 

There  is  a  way,  howeverj  of  coming  at  their 
amount,  within  at  least  a  million  of  dollars.  By 
an  apiplicatitm  to  the  insurance  offices  of  this  city, 
New  Tod:,  Baltimore,  and  Boston,  for  an  account 


of  the  sums  which  they  have  paid,  both  for  British 
and  French  captures,  and  by  comparing  the  total 
amount  insured  with  the  total  amount  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports,  a  sufficiently  correct  calcula- 
tion could  be  formed.  If  gentlemen  coming  from 
those  quarters,  and  who  are  more  immediately 
concerned  in  commerce,  have  made  any  such  in- 
quiry, he  should  be  glad  if  they  would  favor  the 
House  with  the  result.  He  himself,  last  yeanob- 
tainedan  account  of  this  kind  from  one  of  the  offices 
in  this  city ;  but  the  amount  was  so  small,  that 
he  was  astonished  that  the  idea  of  twenty  tnil- 
lions  should  ever  have  been  fixed  upon  as  the 
amount  of  captures  by  the  French.  Whether  the 
amount  of  these  captures  have  been  three  or  twen- 
ty millions,  is  very  immaterial  as  to  our  feelings 
or  conduct  towards  a  nation  who  has  caused  or  suf- 
fered tbesedepredatioDs  to  be  made  upon  us.  But, 
though  this  circumstance  makes  no  difference 
with  respect  to  that  nation,  it  ought  to  have  con- 
siderable weight  on  the  question  of  a  navy.  Be- 
cause, in  considering  the  policy  and  propriety  of 
establishing  a  navy,  we  ought  certainly  to  calcu- 
late the  expense,  and  the  profits  to  be  derived  from 
it.  It  is  only  on  this  ground  that  we  can  say  whe- 
ther it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  this  coimtry  to 
have  a  navy,  or  not. 

This  led  him  naturally  to  consider  the  expense 
of  that  navy.  It  is  stated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  that  the  annual  expense  of  a  74^a 
ship  will  exceed  216,000  dollars,  and  that  therefore 
the  annual  expense  of  six  of  these  ships  will  be 
about  1,300,000  dollars.  That  the  building  and 
equipping  a  74-guu  ship,  exclusive  of  militarr 
stores,  will  be  342,700  dollars ;  and  that  the  mil- 
itary stores  will  cost  48,000  dollars  ;  so  that  the 
first  building  and  equipping  six  of  these  vessels 
will  cost  about  2,400,000  dollars.  This  is  the  first 
expense,  but  nothing  is  said  of  the  yearly  repair^ 
ing  and  building  which  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  fleet  of  this  kind.  It  is  estimated,  in  the  na- 
vies of  Europe,  that  a  ship-of-the-line  will  last 
from  12  to  Id  years;  so  that,  besides  ordinary  re- 
pairs, the  whole  expense  of  building  would  have 
to  be  renewed  every  12  or  15  years.  It  would 
have  been  desirable,  and  it  might  have  been  ex- 

Eected,  that  the  select  committee  should  have  laid 
efore  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  peace  esta- 
blishment of  a  navy  to  the  extent  proposed,  in 
order  to  have  enabled  the  House  to  have  tormedm 
just  opinion  oo  the  main  question.  This  they  have 
not  done ;  but  supposing  the  other  estimates  to  be 
perfectly  correct;  supposing  that  the  expense 
would  not  overrun  the  calculations  laid  before  the 
House,  and,  if  so,  it  would  be  the  first  time  it  had 
not  done  it;  supposing,  according  to  those  calcu- 
lations, that  a  74-gun  ship  will  hereafter  cost  tis 
less  than  two-thiras  of  what  44-gun  frigates  have 
heretofore  cost  us ;  it  results,  that  the  first  neces- 
sary expense(includin^®150,000  for  docks  and  tim- 
ber) will  exceed,  for  six  ships  only,  two  millons 
and  a  half  of  dollars ;  and  that  the  annual  expense 
of  supporting  them,  when  in  commission,  exclu- 
sively of  annual  repairs,  and  of  building  new  ships, 
necessary  to  supply  those  that  from  time  to  time 
will  become  luuSt  for  service,  will  amount  to 
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1,300,000  dollars.    Whether  it  be  proper  at  pres- 
eot  to  incur  that  expense  for  an  object  which,  con- 
fessedly, is  not  of  immediate  necessity,  will  be  best 
detennined  by  an  examination  of  oar  present  re- 
Tcnne  and  expenses. 
The  reremie  from  imports  and  ton- 
nage, was  the  last  year,  and  may  be 
estimated  at         -   '      -         -  97,400.000 
Ditto,  from  internal  duties,   -         -  600,000 
Ditto,  from  land  tax  and  stamp  tax 
(aUoiring  for  the  expense  in  col- 
lection, losses,  &c.)  -         -  2,000,000 


Nett  revenue  from  taxes, 


-  10,000,000 


Mr.  G.  did  not  think  that  ten  millions  would 
either  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  real  rovenue  of 
the  present  year  half  a  million. 

As  to  our  expenses,  they  would  be  found  in  the 
estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trrasury  before 
the  House. 

TIm  appropriations  asked  lor  the  pre- 
sent year,  are        -         -         -  $7,400,000 

Besides  this  sum,  there  are  a  number 
of  items  not  included.  In  the  first 
place,  the  interest  and  charges  on 
the  public  debt  and  domestic  loans, 
including  8  per  cenL  stock,  amount 
to  about     -        -        .        .  3,800,000 

But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  besides  this 
there  are  a  number  of  articles  for 
which  appropriations  have  been 
made,  which  are  not  yet  expended, 
Tiz :  fortiScaticms,  and  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purchase  of  arms, 
establishing  armories,  and  found- 
ries, Slc.,  amounting  to  1,500,000 
dollars,  of  which,  this  year,  there 
might  be  expended  about  -         -  800,000 

In  the  estimate  for  the  Navy  Bistablish- 
ment,  the  appropriation  asked  for  the 

E resent  year  was  only  2,160,000  dol- 
irs,  but  the  expense  was  stated 
to  be  3,980.000  dollars,  the  difier- 
ence  harina  been  appropriated  last 
session,  and  being  more  than       -  800,000 


Total  - 


12,800,000 


From  this  must  be  deducted,  on  account  of  the 
additional  army,  as  the  whole  number  of  men  will 
not  be  raised  within  the  year,  about  1,500,000 
dollars. 

He  supposed,  therefore,  that  our  expenses  will 
be  about  eleven  millions  and  a  half,  for  the  present 
year,  exclusively  of  the  addition  to  the  navy  now 
proposed,  of  the  expenses  for  docks.  &c.,  of  the  pay- 
ment for  the  British  debts,  and  of  the  interest  on 
the  newloan.  Therefore,  not  only  the  whole  of  the 
expeose  incurred  by  thb  addition  to  the  navy,  but 
at  least  one  million  and  a  half,  and  perhaps,  two 
millions  of  our  present  expenses,  must  be  paid  out 
of  the  five  miuion  loan,  about  to  be  opened,  at 
8  per  cent. 

It  is  not  necessary,  said  Mr.  Q.  to  examine  into 
the  terms  of  this  loan,  whether  they  are  too  high,  or 


too  low.  SupposioiG',  for  the  present,  that  the  terms 
are  as  good  as  could  be  obtained  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  it  follows,  that,  in  order  to  build 
this  navy,  we  must  borrow  money  at  8  per  cent., 
irredeemable  for  at  least  ten  years,  which  waa 
nearly  equal  to  a  perpetual  annuity,  of  about  7  per 
cent.  Mr.  0.  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  extravagance  of  borrowing  money  at  this- 
rate.   It  forcibly  evinces,  that  provided  a  navj 
shall  be  necessary  hereafter,  for  our  protection,  this- 
is  not  the  proper  time  to  set  about  building  it. 
^  In  the  next  place,  if,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  consider 
this  as  a  permanent  establishment,  and  look  at  our 
permanent  resoorces,  and  compare  them  with  our 
permanent  expensies,  it  will  not  appear  proper  for 
us  to  go  into  the  proposed  expenditure.    He  bad 
already  stated  our  permanent  revenue  at  ten  miU 
lioos,  should  the  land  tax  be  continued.   The  per- 
manent expenses,  supposing  the  additional  army 
to  be  disbanded,  may  be  estimated  as  follows: 
Civil  list,  mint  establishment,  foreign 
intercourse,  Indian  trading  houses, 
light-houses,  contingencies,  miscel- 
laneous claims,  &c.         -         -  $1,000,000 
Permanent  army, (exclusive  of  ihead- 
ditional  army,)  consists  of  5,000 
men,  and  if  we  look  at  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  made  for  5,000 
men  on  paper,  it  will  never  be  found 
less  than    -         -         -         -  1,500,000 
Interest  and  charges  on  public  debt,  in- 
cluding interest  on  new  loan,       -  4,200,000 
Deferred  debt,  which  will  become  due 

in  1801,      -         -         -         -  1,200,000 
Fortifications,  purchase  of  military 
stores,  and  maintaining  the  navy  2,600,000 


Total 


10,500.000 


From  whence  it  appears,  that  even  if  we  shall 
disband  the  additional  army,  and  exclusively  of 
the  claims  for  British  debts,  the  expense  of  our  per- 
manent army,  the  Navy  Establishment,  the  Diplo- 
matic and  Civil  Defrartments,  and  the  charges  and 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  will  exceed  by  half  a 
million,  our  permanant  revenue,  the  land  and  stamp 
taxes :  and  thus  considering  both  of  them  as  per- 

E;tual.  It  was  under  these  circumstances,  that  the 
egislature  were  called  upon  to  builda  navy,  which 
was  not  immediately  necessary. 

Deducting  the  expense  of  the  navy,  frona  the  pre- 
ceding calculation,  the  other  permanent  expenses 
of  the  Government  would  be  about  eight  millions, 
and  this  is  the  amount  of  our  revenue,  deducting 
the  land  tax  and  stamp  tax.  It  follows  first,  that 
a  perpetual  land  tax  is  necessary  to  support  the 
navy ;  and,  second,  that  every  preparatory  expense 
for  any  increase  on  that  navy,  must,  in  the  first 
place,  be  paid  out  of  a  loan,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
per  cent. 

If  thpse  premises  are  true,  and  he  knew  they 
could  not  be  contradicted,  the  conclusion  must  be 
most  forcible  that  it  is  improper  at  present  to  build 
a  navy,  especially  since  there  is  no  immediate  de- 
mand for  it.  ButifoQcethefoandationoralarge 
navy  is  laid,  do  one  (»n  say  where  it  will  stop. 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Nary  does  not  suppose  that 
six  74-gun  ships  will  be  sufficient.  He  supposes 
twelve  necessary;  six  are  now  proposed  merely  as 
an  entering  wedge.  And  when  once  tweWe  ships- 
of-the-line  are  obtained,  if  our  commerce  and  coast, 
extensive  as  they  are,  must  be  effectually  pro- 
tected, these  will  not  be  deemed  sufficient.  He 
drew  this  conclusion  from  the  naval  force  of  Eu- 
ropean nations.  Our  tonnage  exceeds  that  of  any 
European  nation,  except  Great  Britain  and  Hol- 
land }  and  if  we  must  have  a  navy  lo  protect  our 
commerce,  it  must  bear  some  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  our  coast,  to  the  amount  of  our  tonnage, 
and  to  the  navies  of  the  European  nations.  And  , 
upon  what  terms  are  we  to  cope  with  the  Powers 
of  Europe  with  respect  to  any  navy  7  It  would  be 
ncolteeted.  that  when  last  year  there  was  a  mu- 
tinr  on  bbard  the  British  fleet,  in  order  to  put  an 
ena  to  it,  the  sailors*  wages  were  advanced  to  one 
shilling  sterling  per  day,  equal  to  thirty  shillings 
sterling,  or  six  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month, 
whilst  we  give  oar  seamen  seventeen  dollars  a 
month,  so  that  we  pay  nearly  three  times  as  much 
for  liken  to  supply  our  navy,  as  England  does. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  would  not  detain  the  committee 
longer  at  present,  though  he  meant  to  have  made 
some  observations  with  respect  to  the  expense  of  na- 
vies to  those  aations  who  support  them,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  expense  of  taem  far  exceeds  the 
benefits  derived  from  them.  If  reference  were 
had  to  European  nations,  it  would  be  found.  Mr. 
Q.  said,  that  navies  were  used  more  as  eagines  of 
power,  than  as  a  protection  to  commerce.  Even 
Tith  respect  to  Great  Britain,  which  is  the  only 
nation  which  has  succeeded  in  effecting  any  mate- 
rial object  by  a  navy,  though  she  has  ot^ined  a  pre- 
ponderacy  at  sea,  and  has  been  mistress  of  it  for  the 
ust  hundred  years,  yet  it  has  been  the  means  of 
involving  her  in  almost  continual  war,  and  the 
■npport  of  it  has  always  been  attended  with  enor- 
mous expense.  He  believed  he  was  correct,  when 
he  stated  that  from  1776  to  1789,  the  average  ex- 
pense of  the  navy  of  Great  Britam  (including  a 
period  of  seven  years  of  war  and  six  of  peace)  was 
six  millions  of  pounds  sterling  a  year.  Now,  said 
Mr.  G.  if  we  calculate  the  rate  at  which  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  pay  for  everything  appertaloing  to 
a  navy,  what  will  be  the  sum  necessary  to  support 
a  navy  of  any  extent  here?  Suppose  a  navy 
shoald  only  be  one-tenth  part  of  the  British,  and 
instead  of  180  ship»-of-the-line,  we  should  be  con- 
tent with  twelve.  The  expense,  according  to  the 
British  rate  of  expenditare,  would  be  £600,000 
sterling,  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year; 
but  when  we  know  that  wepay  three  times  asmuch 
for  oor  seamen  as.they  do,  it  is  imposible  precisely 
to  calculate  what  the  expense  would  be. 

In  relation  to  European  nations,  it  would  be 
found,  that  none  had  ever  derived  any  advantage 
f^om  a  navy,  except  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
said  (and  by  high  authority)  that  an  exteosive 
commerce  cannot  be  maintained  without  a  navy. 
In  answer  to  this  it  may  be  said,  that  Spain  has 
always  had  a  considerable  navy,  but  very  tittle 
commerce;  their  tonnage  compared  with  ours  was 
insignificant,  yet  their's  is  the  third  navy  in  £u- 
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rope.  Holland,  for  a  time,  had  a  powerful  navy ; 
but  they  gave  it  up,  as  more  expensive  than  bene- 
ficial, since  the  wars  of  dueen  Anne.  Yet  their 
commerce,  on  this  account,  never  diminished  in 
any  considerable  degree.  They  are  the  second 
commercial  nation  in  Europe;  and  they  never 
sufier  for  want  of  a  navy,  except  when  they  become 
a  party  in  war ;  he  conceived  therefore,  that  a 
navy  is  not  necessary  to  protect  commerce.  Al 
this  time,  Mr.  Q  knew  that  the  commerce  of  Hd- 
land  was  io  a  great  degree  annihilated ;  but  so  was 
that  of  France  and  Spain,  notwitbstandinK  their 
powerful  navies.  Holland  being  at  the  door  of 
Great  Britain,  may,  in  time  of  war,  be  aluwetbei 
blocked  op  by  the  fleets  of  that  nation.  Fortn- 
nately  that  was  not  our  situation. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  that  as  he  believed 
commerce  might  exist  inde[>endentLy  of  a  navy : 
that  a  navy  would  cost  far  more  than  it  would 
ever  benefit  the  country ;  and  knowing  our  fiaaneei 
were  not  such  as  to  admit  of  the  expense^he  mut 
hope  bis  motion  would  prevail. 

When  Mr.  G.  had  finished  his  ronarks,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Friday,  February  8. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
reported  the  bill  to  establish  the  compeosati(Hi  of 
omcers  employed  in  collecting  ibe  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  hill  authorizing  the  establidiment  uf  docks, 
and 

The  bill  authorizing  the  porchase  of  timbor  for 
na  val  purposes,  were  severally  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  Navy,  Mr. 
Gallatin's  motion  for  striking  out  what  relates  to 
74-guo  ships  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  JosiAH  Parker  hoped  this  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  was  happy  to  find, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  from  PenosylvaDia 
did  not  go  farther,  and  oppose  the  whole  force,  as 
he  had  heretofore  always  opposed  evnything  like 
a  navy.  Indeed,  he  has  acknowledged  that  our 
infant  navy  has  done  some  service,  though  be 
does  not  give  to  it  all  the  credit  which  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  this  bill  thinks  it  deserves. 
He  attributes  the  fall  in  insurance  to  other  ob- 
jects than  the  navy,  because  he  says  it  has  fallen 
more  on  vessels  to  Europe,  where  our  navy  could 
have  had  no  effect,  than  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
that  effect  was  more  likely  to  be  produced.  But 
the  gentleman  should  have  recollected  that  the 
fall  to  Europe  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  British  navy;  but  iu  the  West 
Indies,  the  British,  or  at  least  the  officers  of  the 
British  men  of  war,  seemed  rather  to  counte- 
nance, than  prevent,  the  depredations  of  the 
French ;  as,  in  many  instances,  they  have  suffr^ 
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ed  captures  to  be  made  by  the  French,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  recaptured  the  vessels,  and 
by  that  means  obtained  a  salvage  upon  them. 
Nor  did  he  suppose  the  British  Gkirernment  would 
cegret  these  depredations,  since  they  knew  such 
tteatment  woald  serre  to  rouse  the  resentment  of 
this  country  against  her  enemy.  Mr.  P.  snppoaed 
the  MTiDff  iHTodnced  by  our  navy  had  even 
been  freatn  tnan  llie  committee  had  supnoBed, 
as,  the  report  made  yesterday  on  the  subject  of 
oar  exports,  it  appears  they  have  been  ten  millions 
more  lium  the  committee  calculated  them  at.  He 
allowed  that  our  nary  had  not  been  the  sole  cause 
of  safety  to  our  commerce  ;  the  British  navy  had 
also  eontriboted  rreattr  to  it.  But  it  woold  be 
recollected  that  when  this  navy  was  first  fitted 
out.  French  priratem  and  picaroons  were  not 
only  upon  our  coast,  but  in  our  very  bays ;  and, 
bat  for  these  measures^  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
our  shores  would  at  this  time  have  swarmed  with 
French  privateers,  which  the  British  would  have 
sniped,  in  order  to  widen  the  breach  b^ween  the 
two  countries. 

Mr.  F.  hoped  when  the  quantity  of  shipping, 
and  the  numoer  of  seamen  we  employ,  is  consid- 
ered— that  these  are  the  means  of  bringine  as 
from  foreign  ccrantries  all  that  we  desire  to  hare 
from  tbenee,  and  that  Uiey  thereby  fill  our  treas- 
ury with  money— gentlemen  will  not  hesitate  to 
allow  our  commerce  a  competent  protection.  No 
nation,  except  Great  Britam,  exceeds  this  coun- 
try in  the  number  of  vessels  and  men  engaged  m 
this  service,  yet  no  nation  has  done  lo  little  lo 
protect  them.  He  trusted  we  should  be  allowed 
to  have  a  sufficient  navy  to  protect  our  commerce 
aad  coast,  and  to  cause  us  to  be  respected  abroad. 

The  British  Government,  Mr.  P.  said,  has  141 
sait-oF-the-line,  (according  to  Steele's  list,  which 
he  had  lately  seen,)  and  these,  according  to  the 
cninion  of  the  first  statesman  and  politician  that 
England  erer  possessed,  Lord  Chatham,  require 
as  many  thousand  seamen ;  not  that  each  vessel 
requires  1000  men,  but  it  is  necessary  to  have  this 
aaraber  in  order  lo  employ  their  frigates  and 
sloops  of  war,  not  that  the  ship  of  the  Une  re- 
quire 1000  men ;  yet,  thongh  Britain  has  this  iro- 
menae  aary,  she  has  not  doable  the  number  of 
machant  vessels  and  seamen,  which  this  cooo- 
trf  possesses.  If,  said  Mr.  P.,  these  six  74-gun 
ships  and  six  sloops  are  agreed  to,  we  shall  not 
want  more  than  12,000  seamen  to  man  our  navy. 
At  neseot  we  have  only  4,000 ;  and  the  whole  an- 
nual expense  will  be  4,230,149  dollars.  Mr.  P. 
believed,  in  order  to  give  us  eflScient  ^H-oteclion, 
we  ought  to  hare  eleven  sail-of-the-line ;  but  as 
he  considered  six  to  be  as  many  as  our  present 
finances  will  allow,  he  should  be  satisfied  with 
that  Bomber. 

The  geotleman  from  Pennsylvania  wished  to 
be  informed  as  to  the  expense  of  a  peace  estab- 
lishment of  oar  navy.  A  large  navy  in  time  of 
peace  would  be  unneeessary ;  ne  should  wish  it, 
novever,  to  be  kejrt  on  a  respectable  footing. 
Many  of  our  ships,  Mr.  P.  said,  vrill  last  moen 
longer  than  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
haa  supposed ;  some  of  them,  he  doaUed  not, 
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would  last  forty  or  fifty  years.  The  British  have 
ships  which  have  been  in  service  thirty  years; 
when  poorly  built  they  may  not  last  more  than 
seven  years.  He  had  not  made  an  estimate  of 
what  would  be  the  expense  of  a  peace  establish- 
ment with  respect  to  the  navy ;  nor  did  he  know 
what  force  the  President  of  the  United  States 
might  think  it  necessary  to  maitttain  in  time  of 
peace,  but  he  supposed  it  would  be  small,  and  a 
single  officer  and  thirty  men  wotild  be  sufficient 
to  take  care  of  a  ship  when  she  is  laid  up  in  ordi- 
nary ;  that  only  a  few  of  the  best  ships  would  be 
kept,  and  the  others  sold. 

Tne  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  repre- 
sented the  expense  of  a  navy  in  this  country  as 
being  much  greater  than  in  England;  but  when 
he  spoke  of  the  pay  of  British  sailors  being  only 
one  shilling  sterling  a  day,  he  was  certainly  mis- 
taken. They  have  at  least  a  guinea  and  an  half 
a  month,  which  is  seven  dollars ;  and  ours  average 
fourteen  dollars,  which  is  double  to  tlutt  of  Eng- 
land. If  the  .<iame  means  were  taken  here  that  are 
taken  in  Eneland,  of  raising  men  by  means  of  press- 
gaiigs(whicfi,  however,  he  rejoiced  never  could  be 
sufior^  in  this  country,)  they  might  perhaps^  be 
gotten  OD  easier  terms,  as  the  Qoveroment  might 
ioI1d>w  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  by  fixing  the 
pay  and  pressing  the  men.  He  woold  much  rather 
pay  higher  wages ;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  a  very  noall  part  of  the  money  paid  to  seamen 
will  ever  go  out  of  the  country ;  they  spend  their 
money  freely,  and  the  United  States  will  not,  there- 
fore, lose  it.  ' 

And  as  to  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
Navy,  if  they  were  not  thus  employed  in  our  own 
service,  they  would  go  abroad,  since  this  is  the  em- 
ployment they  choose;  indeed,  if  all  our  citizens 
were  employed  in  cultivating  the  ground,  our  pro- 
duce would  be  so  great,  and  sell  for  so  little,  as 
to  make  it  scarcely  worth  the  trouble  of  raisiitg. 
And  if  we  do  not  provide  for  our  own  defence,  we 
shall  he  at  themeroy  of  every  foreun  Power  which 
chooses  to  insult  or  ill-treat  us.  The  interests  of 
commerce  and  agriculture  mnst-always  go  hand 
in  hand ;  and  farmers  who  now  get  so  much  bet- 
ter a  price  for  their  produce  than  they  heretofore 
got,  ought  to  be  the  first  in  supporting  a  navy  sof- 
neient  to  protect  our  vessels  in  carrying  that 
produce  to  foreign  conntries.  When  they  see 
their  interests  more  clearly,  Mr.  P.  trusted  they 
would,  like  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be 
ready  to  allow  that  our  Navy  is  of  service.  It 
wonfd  be  happy  for  us,  and  for  the  world,  Mr.  P. 
said,  if  there  were  no  use  for  navies,  and  nations 
mignt  be  permitted  to  carry  their  productioaB 
wherever  tney  pleased  without  annoyance;  but, 
while  nations  continue  to  make  war  upon  eacli 
other,  we  must  expect  to  come  in  for  our  share  of 
the  evils  of  such  a  system,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  some  force  not  only  to  guard  against  in- 
juries, but  to  keep  foreign  bellwerent  natkms  in 
check,  lest  we  should  throw  our  lorce  into  the  soale 
against  them.  The  French  Directory,  said  Mr.  P., 
^ve  lately  passed  a  decree,  which  onght  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  world, 
"that  the  citizens  of  neutral  countries  fonnd  on 

Digitized  Dy  Google 


Augmentation  of  the  Navy. 


2835 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


28S6 


H.  ofR.] 


Augmentation  t^the  Namf. 


[Fbbkuast,1799. 


board  of  any  of  their  ships  shall  be  considered  and 
punished  as  piixites"\  Where  is  the  man,  ex- 
claimed he,  who  will  not  defend  his  coanlry  and 
his  fellow-citizeDs  against  such  a  decree  t 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  quoting 
the  authority,  on  the  subject  of  a  Navy,  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  deservedly  ranked  hish  in  public  esti- 
mation, and  whom  he  was  proud  to  call  his  coud- 
trymaa.  The  aulboritjr  he  referred  to  was  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia.  He  read  the  follow- 
ing extract: 

"  But  the  actual  habits  of  oar  counbrymea  attach  them 
to  commerce.  The;  will  exercise  it  for  themselvea. 
Wars,  then,  must  sometimes  be  our  lot ;  and  all  the  wise 
can  do,  will  be  to  avoid  that  half  of  them  which  would 
be  produced  b;  our  own  follies,  and  our  own  acta  of  in- 
justice ;  and  to  make  for  the  other  half  the  beat  prepara- 
tions we  can.  Of  what  nature  should  these  be  1  A 
land  army  would  be  useless  for  offence,  and  not  the  best 
nor  safest  instrument  of  defence.  For  either  of  these 
porposes,  the  sea  is  the  field  on  which  we  should  meet  an 
XiUropean  enemy.  On  that  element  it  is  necesasjy  we 
should  possess  scHne  power.  To  aim  at  such  a  navy  as 
the  greater  nations  of  Europe  possess,  would  be  a  foolish 
and  wicked  waste  of  the  energies  of  our  countrymen. 
It  would  be  to  pull  on  our  own  beads  that  load  &[  mili- 
tary  •expense  which  makes  the  European  laborer  go 
BUpperless  to  bed,  and  moistens  bis  bread  with  the  sweat 
of  his  brow.  It  will  be  enough  if  we  enable  ourselves 
to  prevent  insults  from  those  nations  of  Europe  which 
are  weak  on  the  sea,  because  circumstances  exist  which 
render  even  the  stronger  ones  weak  as  to  us.  Provi- 
dence has  placed  theiriichest  and  moat  defenceless  pos- 
sessions at  our  door — has  ol^ged  their  most  predous 
eommerce  to  paw,  as  it  were,  in  review  before  us.  To 
protect  this,  or  to  assail  us,  a  small  part  only  of  their 
naval  force  will  ever  be  risked  across  the  Atlantic.  The 
danger  to  which  the  elements  expose  them  here  are  too 
well  known,  and  the  greater  danger  to  which  they  would 
be  exposed  at  home,  were  any  general  calamity  to  in- 
volve their  whole  0eet  They  can  attack  us  by  detach- 
ment only ;  and  it  will  loffiee  to  make  ouiselvea  equal 
to  what  they  may  detach.  Even  a  smaller  force  ^n 
what  they  may  detach  will  be  rendered  equal  or  rape* 
rior  by  the  quickness  with  which  any  chec^  may  be  re- 
paired with  us,  while  losses  with  them  will  be  irrepara- 
ble till  loo  late.  A  small  naval  force,  then,  is  sufficient 
for  us,  and  a  small  one  is  necessary.  What  this  should 
be,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  I  will  only  say,  it  should 
bjr  no  means  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  Sup- 
pose the  million  of  dollars  or  £SOO,000  which  Vir^nia 
could  annually  spm,  wiUtout  distress,  to  be  applied  to 
the  creating  a  navy.  A  ni^le  yeu**  contribution 
would  build,  equip,  man,  and  send  to  sea  a  force  which 
should  carry  3ll0  guns.  The  rest  of  the  Confederacy, 
exerting  themselves  in  the  same  proportion,  would  equip, 
in  the  same  Ume,  1,500  guns  more.  So  thatone  years 
contribution  wotdd  set  up  a  navy  of  1,800  guns.  The 
British  ships-of-the-ltne  average  76  guns,  ^eir  frigates 
88 — 1,808  guns,  then,  would  form  a  fleet  of  30  ships, 
18  of  which  might  be  of  the  line,  and  IS  frigates.  Al- 
lowing 8  men,  (the  British  average  for  every  gun,)  their 
annual  expense,  mduding  sub^tence,  pay,  clothing, 
and  ordinary  rqtairs,  would  be  about  $1,380  for  every 
gun,  or  $8,804,000  for  the  whde.  I  state  this  only  as 
one  year's  posnble  exertion,  without  deciding  whe- 
ther more  or  less  than  a  year's  exertion  should  be  thus 
appUed." 


Mr.  P.  perfectly  concurred  in  this  opinion.  Efe 
had  frequently  expressed  it  Bat  the  gentleman 
from  PennsyWania  says  we  have  no  money,  and 
therefore  we  ought  neither  to  bare  a  navy  nor  any- 
thing else,  to  defend  ourselves  at  home  or  at  sea. 
He  tells  the  House  that  our  revenue  will  not  exceed 
ten  millions,  and  that  if  we  agree  to  hare  tbcK 
ships  built,  we  shall  want  tw^ve  millions.  &b. 
P.  trusted  that  if  these  two  millions  were  wanted 
the  ways  and  means  wilt  be  found,  rather  than  that 
we  shall  suffer  our  commerce  to  be  destroyed,  and 
lose  all  our  credit  as  a  nation  abroad.  Admitting, 
said  Mr.  P.,  that  our  debt  is  a  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  it  must  be  recollected  that  its  increase  has 
been  owing  to  a  number  of  causes  which  could  oot 
be  avoided,  amongst  which  was  our  war  with  die 
Indians,  the  Western  insurrection,  our  treaty  with 
Algiers,  and  the  building  of  vessels  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce  ;  but  if  our  debt  is  fifteen 
millions  more  now  than  it  was  at  the  commenee- 
ment  of  the  present  Government,  out  nnmbenhtve 
greatly  increased  since  that  time,  so  that  h«  "JP* 

Eosed,  considering  the  number  of  individuals  who 
ave  to  bear  it,  it  is  not  so  heavy,  in  proporiioii  to 
our  popolation,  as  it  was  at  that  time. 
the  ability,  therefore,  he  tmsted  there  wouW  be 
found  the  will  to  provide  a  respectable  naval  force 
to  protect  us  at  home,  our  commerce  abroad,  ana 
leave  us  in  a  situation  to  be  more  respected  by  for- 
eign nations  than  we  have  heretofore  been,  and 
therefore  hoped  the  present  motion  would  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Harper.— Notwithstanding,  Mr.  Chaimwn, 
the  subject  n<^  before  the  committee,  the 
ness  J3f  a  Naval  Establishment  for  the  United 
Slates,  has  been  so  frequently  and  so  fully  dis- 
cussed 00  former  occasions,  I  deem  it  importiat 
to  enter  once  more  into  a  particntar  consideratnm 
of  it.  less  on  account  of  the  general  reaWM  » 
often  urged  against  the  measure,  than  ot  une 
particular  objections,  founded  on  the  suppwM 
state  of  our  pecuniary  resources,  whereby  it  oMj 
at  this  time,  been  assailed.  , 

The  objections  yesterday  urged  by  the  geaue- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  against 
the  establishment  of  a  navy— and  they  are  tue 
same  which  we  have  heard  from  him  seven  at 
eight  times  before,  as  often,  indeed,  as  this  subject, 
in  any  shape,  has  been  under  consideration—natu- 
rally divide  themselves  under  two  heads:  the  in- 
adequacy of  our  resources  to  the  support  of  a  na- 
vy; and  the  inadequacy  of  a  navy,  could  we 
support  one,  to  its  main  object,  the  protection  oi 
our  commerce.  The  last  is  the  favorite  topic  oi 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  has  here- 
tofore given  us  very  many  dissertations  upon  »» 
and  yesterday  it  furnished  him  with  the  chiel  ma- 
terials of  a  discourse,  in  which  he  displayed  mnca 
learning,  and  a  total  forgetfiilness  of  history,  nw 
ter  of  fact^  and  jiut  reasoning  on  the  actual  staw 
of  things  m  the  world.  . 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  provea. 
as  he  thinks,  that  no  possible  nary  could  be^"*" 
to  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  extended  as « 
is.  And  how  has  he  proved  this?  By  me  ex- 
ample of  other  nation»-of  HoUand,  Spam,  and 
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Great  Britain.  Spain,  he  says,  has  a  y&ry  con- 
siderable navy,  perliaps  the  third  in  Europe;  and 
yet  DO  commerce.  Holland  found  herselt  unable 
to  support  her  navy,  and eren  while  shesupported 
it  was  unable  to  protect  her  trade ;  and  therefore 
she  ^Te  it  up,  and  yet,  after  she  had  done  so, 
contmued  to  possess  a  very  g;reat  commerce. 
SvCT  Britain,  according  to  him,  mistress  o(  the 
ocean  as  she  has  been  Tor  a  century  past,  has  not 
foUr  protected  her  trade  by  her  marine ;  which, 
in  the  mean  time,  has  cost  her  more  than  the 
wliole  sum  whieb  her  trade  has  yielded — and, 
thenfore,  she  would  have  been  better  without  a 
narr.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  calculation  of 
a  scBoolboy,  not  of  a  statesman ;  of  the  connting- 
boose,  not  cu  the  cabinet ;  and  if  the  judgment  of 
die  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  were  not  warp- 
ed <m  this,  as  on  so  many  otber  occasions,  by  his 
particular  political  system,  he  would  be  one  of  the 
last  persons  in  the  world  to  present  the  subject  in 
a  point  of  view  so  much  beneath  a  mind  of  the 
least  political  discernment.  The  gentleman,  in 
bet,  forgets  that  Britain  is  iDdebtea  to  her  navy, 
not  for  her  commerce  only,  but  for  her  independ- 
ence ;  not  only  for  the  dominion  of  the  seas,  but 
for  her  existence  as  a  nation.  Every  man,  who 
is  in  the  smallest  degree  versed  in  bistory,  knows 
that  Qreat  Britain,  but  for  her  navy,  must  long 
since  have  been  a  province  of  France.  Had  not 
Britain  been  mistress  of  the  ocean,  France  would 
long  since  have  been  not  only  her  mistress,  but 
mistress  of  the  rest  of  Europe.  That  great  peo- 
ple, aniting  within  itself  all  the  sources  of  milita- 
ry, pecaniary,  and  maritime  strength,  has  never 
ceased  to  contend  for  unirersal  empire,  with  im- 
neiise  means,  vast  genius,  boundless  ambition, 
and  tuwearied  perseverance,  since  the  period 
when  two  centuries  ago  its  provinces  became  uni- 
ted under  one  Government,  and  its  immense  re- 
sources, managed  and  called  into  activity  by  a 
Minister  whose  mind  was  equal  to  his  station, 
were  directed  to  the  increase  of  its  power  and  ex- 
tension of  its  limits.  How  has  Britain  been  ena> 
bled  to  efaeck  this  formidable  career,  to  maintain 
her  own  power,  and  to  arrive  at  her  present  high 

Eicch  of  consequence  in  the  scale  of  nations?  Not 
y  her  population,  which  b  Utile  more  than  one- 
third  oi  that  possessed  by  France;  nor  by  her  in- 
solar  situation^  which  heretofore  could  not  pro- 
tect her  from  invasioo  and  conquest ;  nor  by  her 
military  power,  which,  when  compared  with  that 
of  France,  has  never  been  coasiderable ;  but  by 
her  nary.  It  was  that  navy,  and  the  wealth 
which  commerce,  protected  by  it,  poured  into  bei 
^p,  that  enabled  her  to  support,  with  glory,  so  un- 
equal a  contest,  to  call  to  her  aid  the  military 
force  of  Grermauy,  and  thus  to  establish  a  counter- 
poise to  the  power  of  France.  But  for  this  naval 
force,  and  the  commerce  which  it  protected  aad 
cherished — but  for  this  union,  cemented  by  the 
money,  and  aided  by  the  maritime  preponder- 
ance of  England — France,  combining  as  she  did, 
greater  means  of  strength  of  every  kind  than  any 
other  nation,  or  even  Uian  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope united,  except  Oermanv  and  Great  Britain, 
most  long  since  hare  established  her  dominion 
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over  all.  England  must  have  fallen  first,  being 
unable  without  the  command  of  the  sea  to  save 
herself  from  invasion;  and  then  the  Powers  of 
the  Continent,  deprived  of  the  pecuniary  aid 
wherewith  England  was  enabled  by  her  com- 
merce, under  the  protection  of  her  navy,  to  supply 
and  unite  tbem,  would  have  bent,  one  after  ano- 
ther, beneath  her  formidable  and  continually  aug- 
menting strength.  Even  now  this  same  navy 
enables  England  to  ride  secure  amidst  the  most 
terrible  storm  wherewith  the  political  world  has 
ever  been  afflicted;  to  brave  all  the  trancndoua 
dangers  by  which  she  has  been  threatened ;  to 
baffle  every  attempt  against  her  safety,  or  that  of 
her  remotest  possessions;  and  amidst  toe  dismay, 
the  humiliation,  or  the  total  overthrow  of  so  many 
Powers,  to  triumph  over  her  rival,  whose  strength, 
always  formidable,  is  exercised  not  more  bylker 
extension  of  territory  and  of  influence,  than  by 
the  consternation  wherewith  her  successes  have 
stricken  other  States,  by  the  disunion  and  feeble- 
ness which  has  characterized  their  counsels,  by 
the  terrible  weapon  of  internal  commotion  with 
which  she  threatens,  or  has  actually  assailed  them, 
and  by  the  unheard  of  despotism  of  her  own  Gov- 
ernment, which  enables  it  to  employ,  in  a  degree 
hitherto  unexa^npled  in  the  history  of  civilized 
men,  the  physical  forces  of  the  nation,  in  execu- 
ting its  pluis  of  idunder  and  conquest.  This 
same  navy  enables  England  not  only  to  maintain 
thus  gloriously  a  conflict  so  dreadful  and  so  une- 
qual, but  to  aland  the  barrier  between  independ- 
ence and  universal  dominion,  between  liberty  and 
the  most  degrading  despotism,  between  civiliza-  • 
tioa  and  the  barbarism  of  the  dark  ages — to  become 
the  citadel  of  property,  the  store-liouse  and  the 
banker  of  the  world,  and  to  render  all  nations, 
with  their  own  consent,  tributary,  by  means  of 
her  commerce,  to  the  support  of  her  greatness. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  must  we  think  of 
that  political  system  which  estimates  the  British 
navy  by  a  calculation  of  the  sums  which  it  has 
cost  to  maintain  it;  forgetting  that,  without  this 
iwvy,  there  would  have  been  no  wealth  to  suppty 
these  sums,  and,  perhaps,  no  nation  to  pay  them ; 
that  without  this  navy  Great  Britain,  instead  cf 
holding  her  present  exalted  station  among  the  Pow^ 
en  of  the  earth,  must  long  since  have  sunk  into  a 
secondary  and  unimportant  State;  and,  probably, 
into  the  condition  of  a  province  of  that  very  rival 
against  whom  she  now  so  nobly  and  so  gloriously 
contends  1  Is  it  too  much  to  say  of  such  a  calcu- 
lation, that  it  is  a  paltry  calculation,  unworthy  of 
a  statesman,  and  befitting  only  a  schoolboy? 

But  even  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us,  formidable 
as  it  is,  has  not  afforded  complete  protection  to  her 
commerce.  How  then,  he  asks,  can  we  expect  to 
protect  our  commerce  by  a  navy  ?  If  the  gentle- 
man means  by  "protection,"  the  total  prevention 
of  captures  at  sea,  it  is  certain  that  no  nation  ever 
did.  or  ever  caoj  |Hotect  its  commerce,  in  that 
scale.  But  that  is  not  the  true  idea  of  "  protec- 
tion,"  which  means  nothing  more  than  sncn  a  de- 
gree of  safety  as  may  enable  the  merchanti  of  a 
I  nation,  taken  as  a  body,  to  pursue  their  eommer- 

Digitized  tjy  Google 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Augmentation  of  the  Navy. 


2839 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2840 


H.orR.] 


eial  enterprises  without  discouragement,  or  erent- 
oal  loss.  This  is  all  the  protection  that  is  ever 
attempted,  or  that  is  necessary ;  and  this,  I  con- 
tend, we  have  it  in  our  power  to  eire. 

Respeciine  the  nary  of  Holland,  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  falls  into  a  mistake  equally 
remarkable.  Holland,  he  t^s  us,  has  no  navy, 
and  yet  maintains  a  very  great  commerce.  For- 
merly she  had  a  navy,  but  could  not  maintain  it. 
and  was  forced  to  give  it  up.  But  where  did  that 
ffentleman  learn  that  Holland  has  no  navy  t  Had 
she  no  navy  in  the  American  war,  when  with 
ffreat  gallantry,  though  with  unequal  success,  she 
lought  the  Kog^tih  at  sea?  Had  she  no  navy 
when  she  fitted  out  the  formidable  armament  un- 
der De  Winter,  in  October,  1797,  which,  after  a 
^cadful  conflict,  was  defeated  rather  by  the  su- 
perior address  of  the  British  Admiral,  than  the 
saperior  force  or  hmrery  of  his  fleet  ?  Do  we 
not  know  that  even  now,  after  this  fatal  defeat, 
afae  possesses,  in  her  different  harbors,  a  much  more 
ntnnerous  fleet  than  is  proposed  by  the  present  bill 
for  the  United  States?  How,  then,  coaldthegen- 
tleman  friHn  Pennsylvania  say  that  Holland  has 
no  navy  1  He  ought  to  have  known  that  until  the 
marine  of  France  and  Spain  were  destroyed,  in 
the  present  war,  that  of  Holland  was  sufiScient  to 
turn  the  scale  lo  their  favor  and  against  England ; 
which  SBTe  her  not  only  security  for  her  com- 
merce, out  respectability  and  weight  among  the 
maritime  Powera  of  Europe. 

As  to  the  other  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  Holland  a  long  time  ago  found 
«  her  nary  too  burdensome  for  her  resources,  and 
^erefore  gave  it  up,  it  is  equally  erroneoos.  Hol- 
lud,  as  we  hare  teen,  nerer  gave  up  her  nary, 
and  even  now,  exhausted  and  ruined  as  she  is  by 
Proich  fraternity  and  internal  revolution,  main- 
tains a  much  greater  one  than  is  proposed  for  the 
Uoited  States.  There  is,  indeed,  a  period  in  her 
history,  the  close  of  the  last  and  the  oeginning  of 
the  present  oentnry,  when  she  ceased  to  be  rank- 
ed with  the  first  maritime  Powers  of  Europe ;  but 
that  happened,  not  through  the  want  of  means,  but 
n  mistake  in  policy.  Before  that  period  her  sys- 
tem had  been  wholly  maritime.  All  her  resources 
were  applied  to  her  nary.  A  maritime  armed 
neutrality  was  her  great  object,  and  she  long  pre- 
,  lerred  it  with  snccess.  Her  commerce,  fostered 
Inr  her  marine,  spread  over  every  sea ;  and  the 
Northern  maritime  States,  guided  to  the  same  pol- 
icy by  her  influence,  acknowledged  her  as  their 
umpire,  their  mediator,  and  their  safeguard.  The 
great  Powers  courted  her  alliance  and  respected 
her  rights.  She  interfered  with  weight  in  their 
disputes.  Her  villa^  of  the  Hague  became  the 
eentre  of  their  most  important  negotiations.  She 
disputed  the  empire  of  the  seas  with  them  singly ; 
ana,  at  one  time,  she  held  the  traited  forces  of 
France  and  Bi^land  in  check  at  sea,  and  finally 
-eoippeUed  the  French  armies  to  retreat  from  her 
territory,  which  they  had  overrun  and  occupied. 
All  this  she  effected  by  means  of  her  nary,  and  of 
the  reionrees  which  it  had  furnidted  to  ber  by  the 
proteetitm  of  her  eommeree. 

At  this  period  ahe  altered  her  system,  and  in- 
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stead  of  cherishing  her  marine,  and  confining  be^ 
self  solely  to  the  maintenance  of  her  eommeree, 
by  an  armed  raaritime  neutrality  at  the  head  of 
the  Northern  Powers,  she  engaged  in  the  land  wan 
of  the  great  military  Powers,  and  made  exertions 
disproportionate  tu  her  strength,  whereby  her  re- 
sources were  exhausted.  Into  this  fatal  mistake 
she  was 'drawn  by  the  aspiring  ambition,  the  popa- 
larity,  and  the  heroism  of  one  of  her  own  cilizeu^ 
stimulated  and  aided  by  the  agressions,  the  in- 
sults, and  the  alarming  eacroacbmeola  of  the 
French  Monarch,  Louis  Xl  V.,  at  the  zenith  of  hii 
glory,  evidently  aspiring  to  nnirersal  dominioB. 
William  III.,  phiced  by  his  birth  and  personri 
merit,  at  the  head  of  the  Dutch  nation,  saw  iboaa 
objeets  of  French  ambition,  and  roused  his  owi 
country  to  resistance.  Called,  at  length,  to  ibc 
government  of  England,  he  communicated  lotbat 
nation  his  own  martial  ardor.  He  finally  succeed- 
ed informing  a  confederacy  to  check  the  progress 
of  France.  Of  this  confederacy,  Holland,  bis  na- 
tive eonolry,  was  induced  by  his  influence  to  be- 
come a  principal  member.  At  the  head  of  it  he 
struggled  agamsl  the  power  of  France,  with  une- 
qual means,  and  sometimes  with  unpratperousfoT' 
tune,  but  with  a  genius  and  persererance  not  to  ba 
subdued,  and  a  heroism  rarely  to  be  e<}ualled.  Af- 
ter his  death,  the  impulse  which  his  mind  bad 
given  to  his  own  and  other  countries  continued  to 
be  felt,  and  the  eonfederacr  was  renewed  n* 
der  his  successor,  on  a  difller«it  occasion,  bat 
with  the  same  views.  At  length  its  object  was 
altered.  France  was  completely  humbled,  and 
Europe  secured  against  her  enterprises,  but  tke 
strength  of  Holland  was  undermined  in  the  strag* 
gle.  The  vast  armies  which  she  had  kept  nphu 
Foaded  her  with  debts.  Her  operations  for  somaof 
years,  by  land,  had  drawn  off  her  attention  ftoa 
her  marine;  and,  from  that  moment,  it  declined, 
while  that  of  England  rose  gradually  on  its  inias. 

Hence,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  downfall  of  the  mar- 
itime greatness  of  Holland.  Her  resources  were 
not  equal  to  the  maintenance  of  fleets  and  annie^ 
of  both  maritime  and  military  strength.  Whik 
she  was  left  to  attend  solely  to  her  raaritime  con- 
cerns, she  continued  to  be  powerful,  respected  ud 
prosperous ;  but  her  situation  on  the  Cnitioenl^ii 
the  neighborhood  of  a  great  and  ambitions  buU* 
tary  Power,  drew  her,  perhaps  unnecessarily, ibM 
land  wars,  to  which  her  strength  was  uneqoilj 
and,  of  course,  her  naval  power  declined.  Batstm 
she  continued  for  a  century  to  keep  up  a  navy  suf- 
ficient to  form  a  oonsiderabte  weight  in  the  scalRi 
and  to  secure  attention  to  her  rights  as  a  nation ; 
and,  under  this  security,  her  commerce  continued 
to  flourish,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  tiU  a  d(K 
raestic  revolution,  aiding  and  aided  by  foreign 
pression,  dried  up  all  its  sources. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  instrueliol 
which  we  may  draw  from  this  example?  A 
tion  whose  population  never  exceeded  two  mfr 
lions  and  a  half,  and  whose  territory,  compam 
with  ours,  is  but  a  mere  speck  on  the  mrfaee  of 
the  globe,  a  mere  nrden  spot,  was  aUe  to  mwa- 
lain  a  most  formidable  naiaria&  while  it  attended 
to  that  object  solely,  to  extend  itBcommenenBdar 
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the  protection  of  this  marine,,  and  to  maintain 
not  onljr  an  equal,  but  a  distinguished  rank,  among 
the  great  Powers  of  Europe  by  whose  territories 
it  was  surrottoded,  and  by  whose  formidable  ar- 
mies it  was  liaUe  to  be  invaded.  Even  this  na- 
tion,  after  a  mistake  in  iis  poUcy,  or  the  pressure 
of  ineTitable  circuautances,  it  had  been  mduced 
to  divert  its  attention  from  its  marine  to  land  wars, 
to  exhaust  its  resources,  and  burden  itself  with 
ithtM  too  sreat  for  its  means,  by  these  dispropor- 
tionate  ej^rts,  still  was  able  to  preserve  a  navy 
aoffieieat  to  give  respectability  to  its  flag,  and  a 
deigree  of  safety  to  its  commerce.  Even  now, 
wmtu  its  resources  are  dried  up  by  anarchy,  or  di- 
verted by  foreign  exaction  into  the  coffers  of  ano- 
ihar  HtiOB ;  when  its  territory  is  curtailed,  and 
it*  popnlatioii  reduced  to  one  million  and  a  half} 
when  it  is  compelled  to  maiatain  aa  army  of 
SS^OOO  men  for  Frenee,  still  it  has  a  navy  greater 
than  we  propose.  Shall  it,  then,  be  said  tlut  ihb 
eoantry,  with  probably  six  millions  of  population, 
moat  rapidly  increasinji; ;  with  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory capable  of  containing  fifty  miUi<His;  with  a 
commerce  greater  than  that  of  Holland  ever  was ; 
aKd  with  more  tonnage  and  sailors  than  she  ever 
possessed ;  is  not  able  to  support  such  a  navy  as 
she,  even  since  the  commencement  ol'  her  dowo- 
faU,  hasalway8supported,andstillsupports?  Yes, 
it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania ; 
but  the  cood  sense  of  tliis  House  and  of  this  coun- 
try, will,  I  trust,  correct  his  mistake,  as  as  it  has 
so  often  done  heretofore. 

But  if  it  were  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Holland 
hml  nflbcded  no  protection  to  her  commerce  by  the 
nary  iriueh  she  has  be»  able  to  keep  up,  does  it 
follow  that  the  same  thing  will  happen  to  usi 
Will  the  same  navy  be  more  efficacious  in  onr 
ease,  than  in  the  case  of  Holland,  or  SpainjOrPor- 
mgal?  This  must  be  taken  for  granted  in  order 
lo  give  any  solidity  to  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man horn  Penoiylvama,  and  yet  nothing  can  be 
more  untrue.  Those  States  are  situat^  at  the 
very  door  of  the  great  maritime  PoVers,  and  their 
dominions  are  also  exposed  to  invasion  by  land. 
They  must,  therefore,  either  singly  or  by  combina- 
tions with  other  Powers,  contend  against  the  whole 
maritime  force  of  those  great  States,  and  must 
maioiaia  navies  adequate  to  that  purpose.  Bat 
we  are  under  no  such  necessity.  Placed  at  a  vast 
distance  from  those  great  Powers,  and  ii)  the 
neighhorhood  of  those  possessions  which  eontrib- 
Hle  most  to  the  support  of  that  commerce  and 
their  uvies,  we  can  attack  them  in  a  weak,  and 
yet  n  vital  part,  with  our  whole  {(ace,  while  but  a 
small  part  of  thisir  force  can  at  any  time  be  brought 
to  act  against  us.  It  is  with  this  part  only  that 
we  ahaU  have  to  contend,  should  they  at  any  time 
drive  us  into  a  war.  Let  us  take  Eoglaod  as  an 
instance.  Her  great  and  valuable  possessions  lie 
at  oar  threshold.  The  uniform  course  of  the  trade- 
winds  compels  all  her  vast  and  rich  comaurce 
wth  those  possessions,  to  pass  almost  in  sight  of 
our  shores.  The  force  which  she  can  send  to  pro- 
tect this  commerce  ftud  annor  us,  in  case  of  a  rup- 
tar^  will  not  be  her  whole  force,  but  that  part  of 
it  enly  which  she  can  spare  from  Borope,  after 
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securing  her  preponderance  there.  France,  not- 
withstanding the  proatmte  condition  of  her  nnyy 
at  pr^ent,  possesses  maritime  means  which  will 
speedily  enable  her  to  raise  it  up  again,  whenso- 
ever those  means  come  to  be  directoi,  as  one  day 
they  must,  by  a  Gtoverament  of  some  understand- 
ing. This  navv,  and  the  maritime  combinations' 
which  will  be  formed  under  its  protection,  Kag- 
land  must  watch  and  keep  under.  Her  existence 
will  depend  upon  it.  She  wilt,  therefore,  have  bat 
little  force  to  spare  which  sue  can  bring  to  act 
against  us.  A  comparatively  small  maritime 
force,  therefore,  will  compel  bar  to  respect  us,  and 
to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  its  by  all  just  and  rear 
sonable  means. 

It  follovrs  that  a  moderate  nary,  a  much  smaller 
one  than  Holland,  Spain,  or  even  Portugal,  have 
supported,  would  be  sufficient  for  our  protection, 
aided  by  the  pecidiar  advantages  of  omr  otaation. 
Those  nations,  incoasiderahle  as  they  are  wbu 
compared  to  us  in  population,  wealth,  and  extent 
of  territory,  have  supported  navies  which,  how- 
ever unequal  to  that  of  England,  have  yet  afforded 
some  degree  of  protection  to  their  trade,  rendered 
their  flags  in  some  degree  respectable,  and  given 
them  a  weight  in  the  scale,  a  consequence  amona 
nations,  which  otherwise  they  could  not  have  had. 
And  shall  not  we,  with  our  great  and  increasing 
resources,  and  the  peculiar  advantages  of  onr  sita- 
ation,  be  able  to  effect  still  more  I 

We  shall  never  be  able,  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  tdls  aa,  to  afford  comidete  protec- 
tion to  oar  commerce  by  a  navy.  No  nation,  he 
says,  has  done  it,  and  we  can  never  hope  to  do  it. 
Be  it  so,  Mr.  Chairman ;  but  tf  we  cannot  have 
complete  protection,  are  we  therefore  to  hare  no 
protection  ?  If  we  cannot  prevent  any  of  onr 
vessels  from  being  captured  on  the  high  seas,  are 
we  not  therefore  to  have  a  squadron  that  may 
drive  privateers  from  our  coasts,  jmevent  them 
from  blocking  up  our  harbors,  sailing  into  onr 
rivers, and  making  prize  of  ourvessds  within  our 
very  ports?  WiU  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania seriously  tell  me,  that  because  I  am  not 
rich  enough  to  live  in  a  palace,  I  shall  therefore 
deny  myself  a  decent  and  comfortable  habitation? 
Surely  not,  and  yet  this  is  the  amount  of  his  argu- 
ment on  this  point. 

He  further  tells  as,  that  we  never  shall  be  able  to 
cimtend  on  the  ocean  with  the  great  maritime  Pow- 
ers. As  often  as  it  suits  his  purnosei  he  blaxois 
forth  the  vast  naval  power  of  England,  places 
before  our  eyes  her  six  hundred  ships  of  war, 
and  then,  witn  a  most  anti-patriotic  triumph,  asks 
us  what  our  six  seventy-fours,  and  ten  or  uteea 
frigates,  can  do  against  this  migbty  Colossus.  I 
grant,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  shall  not  be  aUc  to 
contend  with  this  force,  nor  do  I  wish  it.  I  aim 
not  at  dominion,  but  at  defence.  To  dominion  we 
cannot,  and  ought  not.  to  aspire.  To  protect  our 
commerce  agaust  that  portion  of  the  maritime 
force  of  Europe  which  can  be  brought  to  act 
against  OB,  we  <9in  and  ought  to  aspire.  The  dif- 
ference between  defeats  and  dominum,constitat«a 
the  difference  between  that  gentleman's  argunuttt 
and  truth. 
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So  much,  Mr.  Chairmu,  for  the  example  of 
Hollaad,  who,  had  she  abstabed  from  land  wars, 
and  persisted  in  that  system  of  maritime  policy 
on  which  we  wish  to  enter,  persisted  in  fosteriog 
her  nary  with  her  whole  care,  would,  at  this  day, 
have  been,  if  not  equal  to  England,  at  least  a 
second-rate  Power  ;  instead  of  being  what  she  is, 
a  paltry,  ruined,  and  miserable  province  of  France. 

As  to  the  example  of  Spain^  I  am  really  astou- 
ished  thai  any  gentleman,  havmg  the  least  preten- 
tions to  historical  knowledge,  should  adduce  it  in 
a  discussion  about  the  conduct  and  policy  of  na- 
tions. Spain  indeed  has  a  fleet^  without  commerce, 
and  that  fleet  is  void  of  efficiency ;  but  this  pro- 
ceeds from  weakness^  the  total  incapacity  of  her 
€torefDment;  from  its  waot  of  seiue,  its  want  of 
energy,  and  iu  sobjeetion  to  foreign  influence. 
The  spirit  of  the  nation,  its  militarr  enterprise  for 
which  it  once  was  famoas,  its  naval  prowess,  have 
been  snok  and  broken  by  the  miserable  politics 
of  its  Government ;  and  we  ought  not,  therefore, 
to  take  it  into  the  calculation  of  what  a  nation  may 
elfect  by  wise  and  vigorous  counsels.  Spain  has 
been  a  great  nation,  and  with  a  Government  pos- 
sessing sense,  spirit  and  energy,  might  be  a  great 
nation  again ;  but  her  QovernmeDt,  instead  of  guid- 
ing her  to  independence  and  glory,  has  given 
itself  up  to  become  a  contemptible  tool  in  the  hands 
of  the  French  Directory — a  mere  board  of  tax-gath- 
erers for  French  rapacity.  The  nation,  of  course, 
is  sunk  and  gone.  Its  fleet  did  once  venture  out 
of  port,  at  the  orders  of  France,  aud  was  defeated 
by  a  force  one-half  its  inferior;  and  has  ever  since 
been  ignominiously  blocked  up  in  port.  This  fleet, 
mamicd  by  American  sailors  and  commanded  by 
American  officers,  or  by  those  of  Britain,  would 
constitute  a  formidable  maritime  force.  As  it  is, 
it  amounis  to  nothing. 

But  still  it  proves,  inefficient  as  it  is,  that  Spain, 
evm  withoat  the  aid  of  commerce,  can  maintain 
a  lar^  fleet  Shall  it  then  be  said  that  we,  with 
our  immense  commerce,  cannot  maintain  that 
small  establishment  whicn  would  be  sufficient  for 
onr  purposes? 

If  we  consider  a  navy  under  the  view  of  ex- 
pense, we  shall  find  it  not  only  the  most  ^oa- 
cious  mode  of  strength  for  as,  and  the  best  adapt- 
ed to  our  particular  situation,  but  by  far  the  cheap- 
est, io^proportion  to  its  efficiency.  According  to 
tiie  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  PeoDsylvania, 
the  arerage-  expense  o(  ihe  British  navy  for  12 
yews  past,  including  six  years  of  war,  and  six 
of  peace,  has  been  six  millions  sterling  per  annum. 
Since  the  eommeneement  of  the  present  war,  her 
whole  annual  expense,  we  know,  has  been  enor- 
mous— twenty-fire  millions  annually  at  least,  and 
probably  much  more.  If  we  suppose  that  the  an- 
nual war  expense  of  her  navy  has  been  ten  mil- 
lions, (which  perhaps  is  near  the  truth,  though  not 
having  lately  recurred  to  the  statements  on  that 
subject  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  them,)  it  will  re- 
sult that  the  expense  of  the  British  navy,  during 
the  present  war,  has  been  little  molk  than  one-third 
of  her  whole  expense.  The  other  two-thirds  have 
gone  to  the  army.  If  we  compare  the  effect  pro- 
aneed  by  her  navy  with  that  of  her  exertions  on 
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land,  we  shall  find  that  ihey  bear  no  {voportion  to 
each  other.  Her  soldiers  have  always  fought  gal- 
lantly, but  from  their  inferiority  in  numbers,  and 
other  causes,  they  have  made  little  figure,  and  siiU 
less  impression  on  her  enemy.  Her  navy,  on  the 
other  handjhas  been  unifOTmly  triumphant.  It  has 
humbled  the  united  maritime  strength  of  more 
than  two-thirds  of  Europe  iu  the  dust  at  her  feet 
It  has  enabled  her  to  make  many  important  con* 

Juests,  and  to  protect,  not  only  from  conquest  but 
rom  invasion,  every  part  of  her  own  dominions, 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  that  at  a  time  whoi 
greater  means  were  brought  to  act  against  her 
than  have  ever  before,  in  modem  times,  oeen  com- 
bined under  the  direction  of  one  Power.  It  has 
rendered  her  the  protectress  of  Europe,  crowned 
her  with  glory,  and  poured  into  her  lap  the  com- 
merce and  the  wealth  of  more  than  half  of  the  ani> 
Terse.  These  are  the  benefits  which  she  has  de- 
rived from  her  navy,  and  they  have  cost  her  about 
one-third,  or  a  little  more  perhaps,  of  her  whole 
annual  expense.  This  may  serve  to  convince  as 
that  maritime  power,  to  those  nations  whose  sit- 
uations and  circumstances  enable  them,  like  ns,  to 
aspire  to  it,  is  infinitely  cheapest  in  proportion  to 
its  efficiency ;  for  not  ten  times  the  sum  which  the 
British  navy  has  cost  could  have  enabled  that  na- 
tion, in  any  other  way,  to  produce  half  the  effect 
in  the  present  war. 

If  we  look  back  to  former  wars — to  her  history 
for  a  century  past — we  shall  find  the  same  obser- 
vation fully  verified.  From  authentic  statements 
which  have  been  potdished  it  appears  that,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  century  up  to  the  year  1783, 
(the  termination  of  our  war,)  tne  annual  expense 
of  the  British  navy  has  been,  on  an  avera^  but 
one-third  of  the  war  expense  of  that  nation.  With- 
in that  period  she  has  been  engaged  in  a  great 
number  of  wars.  On  land  she  has  been  almost 
uniformly  unfortnn<ite,  except  indeed  for  a  short 
period,  while  her  arms  were  conducted  by  the  tri- 
umphant genius  of  Marlborough.  But  al  sea,  she 
never  ceased  to'  hold  victory  enchained  to  her  car, 
and  by  naval  triumphs  she  has  risoi  to  her  present 
colos^  strength. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  reap  instruction  from  this 
great  example.  Of  all  nations,  Britain  not  except- 
ed, we  are  the  most  favorably  situated  for  mari- 
time operatioDs.  We  possess  within  ourselves  all 
the  nuterials  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Our 
buildters  are  skilful  j  our  sailors  numerous,  hardy, 
and  expert ;  our  commerce  is  rast  and  increaaiDg ; 
our  sea-coast  extends  two  thousand  milea,  affoiv- 
ing  everywhere  the  finest  harbors;  a  great  por- 
tion of  our  people,  living  near  the  sea,  are  nat- 
urally inclined  to  maritime  pursuits;  our  popiilft> 
lion,  our  agriculture,  and  our  wealth,  iocreuse 
rapidly,  and  our  vast  territory  affords  the  means 
of  further  increase  almost  beyond  the  power  of  cal- 
culation. Even  the  boasted  insular  situation  of 
Britain  gives  her  no  advantage  over  us  in  this 
respect ;  for  as  to  all  purposes  of  defence  oar  situ- 
ation also  is  insular,  since  our  inland  settlements 
are  bounded  by  immense  deserts,  and  the  only 
nations  that  can  attack  us  are  beyond  the  Atlan- 
tic Ifattftcked,  we  most  he-attacked  by  sea.  We 
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are  even  better  situated  than  Britain,  since  she  is 
divided  from  her  enemies  by  a  narrow  channel 
only,  while  ours  mustcross  a  sea  a  thousand  leagues 
wide  before  they  can  reach  us.  Such  is  the  pecu- 
liar felicity  of  our  situation,  that,  as  to  all  purposes 
of  population  and  free  extent  of  limits,  we  are  on 
a  continent,  and  on  an  island,  as  to  all  purposes  of 
defence.  And  while  the  great  nations  of  Europe 
most  cross  this  immense  ocean  to  attack  us,  our 
Ticinity  to  their  rich  possessions,  and  to  the  neces- 
sary course  of  their  commerce,  enables  us  to  attack 
them  almost  at  our  own  doors.  Our  operations 
may,  therefore,  be  wholly  maritime.  If  we  defend, 
we  defend  at  sea.  If,  in  order  to  secure  respect  to 
our  rights,  we  are  compelled  al  any  time  to  make 
ourselres  be  kit,  and  to  attack,  we  attack  by  sea. 
We  can  be  under  no  necessity  of  dividing  our 
force  and  our  resources  by  keepios  up  laive  Mili- 
tary Establishments.  A  small  body  of  troops, 
continued  [»ermaoently,  for  ordinary  purposes,  ana 
augmented  occasionally,  in  times  of^ danger,  will 
be  sufficient  for  us:  and  we  may  employ  all  our 
vast  and  increasing  resources  in  the  ereation  and 
support  of  a  Marine. 

But  we  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  ought 
not  to  make  the  proposed  increase  of  our  Navy  at 
presiCQt,  because  we  must  borrow  money  at  8  per 
cent.  We  have,  however,  already  resolved  to  bor- 
row money  at  ih'at  rate.  The  act  authorizing  the 
loan  was  passed  at  the  last  session.  The  proposals 
for  the  loan  have  been  published  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Tbe  money  is  to  be  borrowed, 
and  sorely  it  is  not  intraded,  that  when  borrowed, 
it  shall  lie  useless  in  the  Treasury.  As  we  hare 
resolved  to  borrow  the  money,  I  hope  we  shall  not 
resolve  not  to  use  it,  because  we  think  the  interest 
too  high. 

As  to  the  rate  of  interest,  let  me  ask  whether 
any  nation  does  borrow,  or  has  borrowed,  at  less  ? 
I  believe  not.  We  know  the  terms  on  which  the 
British  Government  has  made  its  loans;  and  I 
think  I  may  safely  assert,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  immense  wealth  of  that  nation,  and  the  firm 
reliance  placed  by  it  on  the  credit  of  its  Govern- 
ment, loans  have  never  been  made  there,  or  but 
very  seldom,  at  less  than  8  per  cent.  The  form  of 
the  loan,  indeed,  is  diSerenU  Stock  is  sold  bear- 
ing 3  per  cent.,  but  it  is  sold  at  a  rate  which  brings 
the  interest  on  tbe  sum  actually  received  by  Gov- 
ernment up  to  8  per  cent.  Many  persoos  have 
contended  tnat  muchmore  than  8  per  cent,  is  paid — 
as  mQeb,j>erhaps,as  10  per  cent.  The  statements 
of  the  Minister  himself  often  place  it  as  high  as  8. 
From  the  mode,  too,  in  which  their  loans  are  made, 
the  British  Government  can  nerer  reduce  the 
interest ;  whereas,  according  to  our  mode,  we  may, 
at  the  end  often  years,  avail  ourselves  of  any  favor- 
able circumstances  to  pay  off  the  debt  by  a  new 
loan,  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest — perhaps  5  per 
cent  It  appears,  therefore,  that  we  borrow  on  as 
moderate  and  beneficial  terms  as  any  Government 
can  expect,  at  a  time  like  tbe  present,  when  money 
is  in  such  great  demand,  and  bears  so  high  a  rate 
of  interest  among  individuals.  And  when  the 
question  is  to  take  measures  forthe  protection  of  our 
commerce  and  our  national  rights,  I  cannot  see 
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the  policy  of  making  a  difficulty  about  one  or  two 
per  cent,  in  the  rate  of  interest.  If  we  defend  oor 
commerce,  and  secure  respect  for  our  rights,  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  pay  this  interest,  or  even  a  higher 
one,  if  aeceisary,  with  ease ;  but  if,  for  fear  of  bor- 
rowing at  this  rate  of  interest,  we  neglect  the  de- 
fence of  our  rights,  our  commerce  will  be  destroyed, 
and  our  citizens  will  have  nothing  to  tend;  our 
revenue  will  fail,  our  credit  will  fail,  and  our  wealth 
will  fail.  We  shall  neither  have  the  means  of 
borrowing  nor  of  paying  intere^it,  however  low  the 
rate  of  interest,  or  whatever  necessity  we  mar  be 
under  to  get  the  money.  The  consideration  of  one 
or  two  per  cent,  therefore,  in  the  rale  of  interest, 
I  cannot  help  considering  as  a  paltry  considera- 
tion on  a  question  of  this  kind. 

Since,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  on  the  question  of 
expense,  I  deem  it  proper  to  present,  in  this  place 
and  on  this  occasion,  a  short  sketch  of  our  present 
financial  siiuation — of  our  means,  compared  with 
our  expenses.  I  deem  it  proper  to  make  this  state- 
ment, not  because  I  find  the  estimate  yesterday 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
be  materially  erroneous,  but  in  order  to  show  that 
if  the  bill  as  now  before  the  committee  should  pass, 
our  resources  will  yet  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  present  year,  without  further  taxes 
or  a  new  loan. 

In  estimating  the  revenue  of  1799, 1  have  taken 
that  of  1798  as  a  safe  basis ;  because  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  there  is  any  good  reason  for  apprehend- 
ing a  material  diminution.  An  increase,  indeed, 
may  rather  be  expected,  because  the  depredations 
on  our  commerce  have  affected  the  revenue  of 
1798,  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  will  probably 
affect  that  of  the  present  year. 

Revenue  for  1799. 

Id  1798  the  impost  and  tonnage  produced  the  sum 
of  87,405,420.  In  1799  they  ought  to  be  some- 
thing greater,  because  the  new  duty  on  salt  of 
eight  cents  per  bushel,  which  did  not  commence 
until  September,  1797,  and  are  calculated  at 
$130,000,  wilt  come  into  the  Treasury  in  1799. 
Being  on  a  credit  of  nine  months,  very  tittle 
was  received  fiom  them  in  1798.  Making 
allowance,  however,  for  the  effect  of  captures, 
which  was  heavily  felt  in  1798,  and  may  be 
more  so  in  1799,  it  wilt,  perhaps,  be  unsafe  to 
estimate  these  duties  for  the  present  year  higher 
tbam  their  product  in  tbe  last,  which  was 

$7,405,420 

In  1798,  the  internal  revenues,  ex- 
clusive of  stamp  duties,  produced 
$585,879,  as  much,  at  least,  may  be 
expected  for  ihe  present  year     -  585,879 
In  1798,  the  revenue  irom  the  Post 
Office  was  $57  000.    The  same 
may  be  expected  this  year         -  SfflOO 
[Id  1798,  the  sale  of  public  lands 
produced  li51,049.    This  is  an  in- 
creasing and  very  important  branch 
of  revenue,  but  its  proceeds  being 
appropriated  by  law  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  public  debt,  it  can- 
not be  taken  into  tbe  estimate  of 
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ways  aad  meant  for  defrajriog  the 
current  expenditure  of  OoTerDmen(.] 
The  stamp  duties,  according  to  the 
accouDt  which  has  been  rendered 
for  1798,  during  two  quarters  of 
which  they  have  been  in  opera- 
tion, may  safely  be  estimated  for 
1799,  at  - 
The  bank  dividends  of  the  United 
Sutes,  as  stoekfaold«n  in  the  bank, 
prodace   -         -         -  - 
Otner  amall  sources  of  revenue,  from 
patents,  coinage,  repayments,  Ac. 
may  be  taken  at  - 
The  direct  tax  is  $2,000,000;  bat  if 
we  deduct  for  the  expense  of  the 
first  Taluations,  and  of  one  year's 
coUeefion,  $200,000,  which  ner- 
lups  will  not  be  too  much,  there 
will  remain  for  the  nett  product 


200,000 


79.920 


20,000 


1,800,000 


$10,138;319 


From  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  May  1st,  1798,  it  appears  that  there 
was  last  year  a  balance  of  $1,060,000  of  revenue 
beyond  the  ordinary  expenditore.  This  balance 
was  subject  to  the  extraordinary  appropriations 
fot  that  year;  and  we  know  that  it  was  greater 
than  -the,  repwt  stated,  because  in  that  report, 
the  imiMrt  and  tonnage  duties  were  estimated 
at  $7,000,000  only,  whereas  they  actually  pro- 
duced $7,405,420,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
internal  revenues  fell  short  about  $115,000  of 
the  estimate.  The  balance,  therefore,  in  fact, 
was  $285,000  greater  than  the  report  made  it,  or 

t 1.365,000;  and,  as  in  the  aforesaid  estimate, 
300,000  were  allowed  for  the  payment  of 
awards  under  the  sixth  article  of  the  British 
Treaty,  no  part  of  which  sum  was  called  for 
last  year,  this  $300,000  must  also  be  added  to 
the  balance;  which  raises  it  to  $1,665,000.  But, 
as  we  have  not  yet  seen  the  detailed  account  oi 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  last  year,  it  is  not 
known  what  part  of  the  balance  has  been  actu- 
ally expended  in  the  naval  and  military  prepa- 
rations voted  last  session,  and  it  is  therefore  the 
most  safe  to  leave  it  entirely  out  of  the  present 
oatculation,  and  to  take  the  revenue  of  this 
year  at  the  above  sum  of  -  -  $10,138,219 
If  to  this  we  add  the  5,000,000  loan,  5,000,000 

authorized  at  last  session,  and  propo-  

sals  for  which  have  actually  been 
published,  it  gives  for  the  whole 
ways  and  means  of  the  present 
year,  now  provided,  the  sum  of    -  15,138,219 


We  now  come  to  the  expenditure  which  is 
composed  of  the  following  sums: 
The  principal  and  interest  due,  in  the  present 

year,  on  the  foreign  debt  -  $676,801 
Interest,  and  extinguishing  annuity 

of  two  per  cent,  on  the  six  per  cent. 

stock        -         .         .         -  2,321,525 

Interest  on  the  three  per  cent,  stock  -  687,097 

Ditto  on  the  5}          do        do  -  101^ 


Interest  on  the  4i  per  cent,  stock  -  7,980 
Ditto  on  the  unfunded  debt  -  -  71,029 
The  interest  paid  on  domestic  loans 
in  the  last  year,  was  $238,679 ;  but 
as  a  lai^  amount  of  those  loans 
was  paid  off  in  the  course  of  last 
year,  the  interest  for  the  present 
year  will  require  a  much  less  sum. 
It  may  be  stated  at  -         -  150,000 

To  this  must  be  added  the  interest  of 
the  new  loan,  for  a  whole  year  to 
9400,000  7  but  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  instalments  are  to  be 
paid  in,  and  the  interest  to  com- 
mence, not  more  than  half  of  that 
sum  will  be  necessary  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  this  item  most  be  stated  at  200,000 
The  pnncipal  and  extinguishing  an- 
nuity of  two  per  cent  on  the  de- 
ferred debt,  amounts  to  $1,146,370, 
but  as  neither  is  payable  tilt  the 
year  1801.  it  cannot  be  taken  into 
the  account  of  expenditure  for  the 
present  year. 
The  appropriations  for  the  present 
year  are  not  yet  made ;  but  the  esti- 
mates, from  which  it  is  probable 
that  there  wilt  be  no  material  vnria- 
tion,  are  as  follow : 
For  the  civil  list,  diplomatic  depart- 
ment, and  fulfilling  treaties  -  759,609 
For  the  present  army  -  -  1,461,175 
For  the  additional  army,  $2,740,830 
are  estimated ;  but  the  army  being 
not  yet  raised,  it  is  erident  tnat  not 
more  than  half  the  expense  can  be 
incurred  during  the  present  year; 

Erobably  not  more  than  one-third; 
ut  takmg  it  at  one-half,  it  is      -  1,370,415 
Present  Naval  Establishment^  includ- 
ing the  expense  of  finishing  and 
equipping  for  sea  those  vessels 
wnich  are  yet  unfinished,  and  of 
maintaining  the  whole  number  till 
the  end  of  the  year         -         -  2,984^ 
Military  pensions     -         -         .  ^400 
Light-houses,  &c.     -  44,281 
Contingent  expenses  of  Cktremment  20,000 
Trading-hiouses  with  Indians  •  ImfXfi 

Miscellaneous  claims         -        -  19,000 

Making  a  total  for  the  expenses  of 
this  year,  according  to  the  present 
esiablishraent,  of    -         -         -  11,178,148 

There  was  appropriated  last  year  for 
fortifications,  arms,  cannon,  and 
military  stores,  $1,240,000.  of  which 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  more 
than  1,000.000  will  remain  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  in  the  pre- 
sent year;  though  it  is  not  yet 
known  precisely  what  sum  has 
been  expended  on  this  account 
Add  for  thU  object         -        -  1,000,000 
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And  it  gives  for  the  whole  expense 
now  authorized,  a  total  of        -  13,178,149 


Deduct  this  from  the  whole  amount 
of  waysaud  meaosas  stated  above, 
(915,138^19)  and  deduct  also,  for 
awards,  under  the  sixth  article  of 
the  British  Treaty,  $300,000,  which 
has  been  appropriated,  and  may  be 
waated  in  the  course  of  this  year; 
and  it  leaves  a  clear  balance,  to  be 
applied  to  the  new  Naval  Arma« 
meot,  of    -         -         -         -  2,760,070 

The  sums  proposed  to  be  appropria- 
ted for  the  armament,  during  the 
present  year,  are 

For  the  ships     -         -  1,000,000 
For  ship  limber  -         -  100,000 
For  docks        -         -  50,000 
Foraugmentiogiheforce 
of  some  ships  already 
built  -        -        -  35,000 

  1,185,000 


Which  being  deducted  from  the  above 

balance,  leaves  a  clear  balance  of  -  $1,575,070 


Which  is  an  excess  of  the  ways  and  means  of 
the  present  year,  above  all  the  prc^msed  expendi- 
tnre. 

Hence  it  appears,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  may  de- 
fray the  whole  expense  of  Government,  the  inte- 
rest of  our  debt,  the  annual  sum  for  the  extin- 
Toishmeat  of  toe  principal,  the  Civil  List,  the 
Army,  the  Navr,  contingent  and  miscellaneous 
expenses,  and  the  new  naval  Armament,  out 
of  the  ways  and  means  of  the  present  year, 
and  without  anticipating  the  whole  of  the  direct 
t&x,  or  perhaps  any  part  of  it.  By  anticipating 
that  tax,  which  the  President  is  auinorized  to  do 
in  case  of  need,  we  shall  have  a  large  surplus  for 
cootingencies  and  deficiencies.  All  this  we  can 
effect  without  new  taxes  or  further  loans,  and  by 
the  ways  and  means  provided  for  last  year :  fur 
let  it  he  remembered  that  the  five  millioa  loan 
and  the  direct  tax  were  provided  for  the  last  year, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  die  expen!>es  voted 
at  the  last  session.  But  we  ^t  through  t  hat  vear 
bf  our  ordinary  revenues^  without  touching  these 
extraordinary  mnds;  which,  instead  of  bemg  ex- 
pended during  the  last  year,  will  carry  us  through 
the  present,  at  our  increased  rate  of  expenditure. 

I  well  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  we  are 
obliged,  by  the  violence  and  injustice  of  other 
nations,  to  keep  up  and  enlarge  our  Naval  Eisiab- 
lisbment;  to  raise  the  provisional  army;  and,  in 
short,  to  consider  ourselves  as  in  a  state  of  war, 
and  make  preparations  suitable  to  such  a  state, 
we  must  make  further  loatis,  for  no  nation  ever 
did,  or  ever  can,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
raise  from  taxes,  within  the  vear.  sufficient  sums 
to  defray  war  expenses.  Tney  are  all  obliged 
to  borrow  money,  and  contract  debts,  in  time 
qC  war,  and  to  rely  on  p&yi°^  them  off  grad- 
ually in  time  of  peace.  This  was  oor  prac- 
tice daring  tmr  Revolationary  war }  and  we  are 
5tb  CoK.— 91 
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now  paying  the  debt  then  contracted  to  secure 
our  independence.  Wbile  other  nations  have  re- 
course to  borrowing  in  time  of  war,  and  thos 
increase  their  present  means  by  anticipating  their 
future  means,  any  one  nation  which  should  reject 
this  resource,  and  confine  itself,  in  its  war  ex- 
penses, to  what  could  be  raised  by  taxes  alone, 
must  Fpeedily  sink  under  the  power  of  its  neigh- 
bors. The  means  employed  by  some  must  be 
employed  by  all.  We  also  must  submit  (o  this 
common  necessity,  or  submit  to  the  power  of  tboat 
who  assail  us.  Since  they  recur  to  loans,  aad 
thus  increase  their  means  «  attack,  we  must  re- 
sist with  equal  arms,  or  sink  in  the  unequal  con- 
flict When  they  put  on  a  coat  of  mail,  we  miut 
put  on  a  coat  of  mail.  If  they  attack  us  with 
cannon,  we  must  employ  cannon  in  our  defence. 
As  long,  therefore,  as  their  injustice  and  aggrea^ 
sions  shall  compel  us  to  remain  in  a  state  of  noe> 
tile  pre[»ration;  in  a  state  which  is  war  in  fact, 
though  not  in  name,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
loans  for  defraying  our  expenses,  or  a  great  part 
of  them.  When  this  state  ceases,  it  will  be  for 
our  wisdom  to  employ  efficiently  the  resources  of 
the  country  in  extinguishing,  gradually,  the  debt 
which  we  may  thus  be  forced  to  contract. 

And  was  there  ever  a  nation  on  earth,  let  me 
ask,  which  had  leas  reason  to  he  afraid  of  con- 
tracting a  debt  in  defence  of  its  rights  than  this 
nation?  Was  there  ever  a  nation  whose  present 
burdens  were  so  inconaidnahle,  in  proportion  to 
its  means?  Was  there  ever  a  nation  whose meatis, 
in  the  short  period  of  ten  years,  had  multiplied  in 
the  same  degree  ?  Was  there  ever  one  the  pecu- 
liar felicity  of  whose  situation  and  circumstances 
gave  it  so  certain  a  prospect  of  great  and  progress- 
ive increase  for  the  future  ?  Our  extent  of  terri- 
tory is  unbounded.  Our  population  has  increased 
and  still  increases  with  unexampled  rapidity.  Our 
revenue  is  bottomed  on  consumption,  and,  as  that 
consumption  must  increase  with  the  increase  ot 
our  population,  and  of  our  wealth,  which  in- 
creases faster  than  our  population  itself,  it  iscleu 
that  our  present  revenue  must  certaioly  become, 
more  and  more  productive.  Many  of  the  most 
fruitful  sources  of  taxation,  nearly  exhausted  by 
other  oations,are  yet  untouched,  or  but  very  slightly 
touched,  among  us. 

Hence  it  is  dear  that  a  debt  which  in  our  pres- 
ent situation  might  be  inconvenient,  will,  twenty 
years  hence,  if  we  do  justice  to  ourselves,  become 
mere  sport  and  play — may  be  paid  off  by  some 
savings  out  of  our  pocket  money.  And  when 
this  is  our  situation,  and  these  our  prospects,  shall 
we  endanger  these  prospects,  and  deprive  our- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  this  situation,  by  re- 
fusing to  grant  the  necessary  means  for  onr  de- 
fence, through  fear  of  contracting  a  debt  of  ten 
twenty,  or  even  thirty  millions  of  dollars? — 
through  fear  of  incurring  a  debt  which  even  now 
we  should  not  feel,  and  the  means  of  which  must 
every  day  increase,  by  the  natural  increase  of  our 
population,  our  wealth,  and  our  consumfrtion, 
without  an  augmentation  of  taxes?  We  are  at 
present  far  less  taxed  than  any  other  nation ;  and 
these  taxes,  light  as  they  are,  must,  in  a  few  years, 
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with  some  temporary  adtlitioos,  perhaps,  become  | 
more  than  stifficieat  to  pay  off,  in  a  reasooable 
time,  any  debt  which  our  defence  at  present  might  | 
Teqnire  us  to  contract.  Since  tbis  ia  our  situation,  \ 
I  trust.that  we  shall  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  put  i 
forth  our  streogtE  in  a  degree  sufficient  to  repel  ; 
foreign  aggression,  to  protect  our  national  rights 
and  honor,  to  secure  the  property  of  our  citizens, 
and  to  inspire  thera  with  that  confidence  in  their 
Government  which  it  ib  proper  that  the  people  of 
this  country,  above  all  others,  should  uninterrupt- 
edly feel. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  this  question  was  different 
from  any  former  question,  with  respect  to  the 
Navy,  which  had  been  before  the  House.  What- 
ever gentlemen  may  have  heretofore  said  with  re- 
ijwet  to  the  advantages  of  a  navy  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commeiee,  they  must  agree  that  the 
inresent  question  has  a  different  aspect,  as  no  man 
can  say  that  seventy-four  gun  »hips  are  calculated 
to  resiht  the  kind  of  force  whico  has  heretofore 
made  attacks  upon  our  commerce  in  the  West 
Indies.' 

Mr.  N.  was  far  from  believing  that  our  armed 
vessels  had  produced  the  effect  which  the  com- 
mittee, who  reported  this  bill,  stated  them  to  have 
done.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  adduced  many  sufficient  reasons  for 
the  fall  which  had  taken  place  in  the  price  of  in- 
surance, independent  of  our  navy ;  and  that, there- 
fore, the  committee  were  wholly  mistaken  that 
the  advantages  already  derived  from  our  navy 
have  exceeded  the  cost  of  it;  and  that,  if  it  had 
been  established  several  years  a^o,  it  would  have 
proved  a  great  saving  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  N.  supposed  the  first  time  gentlemen  would 
have  thought  it  proper  for  this  country  to  have 
taken  alarm,  and  to  have  built  a  navy,  would  have 
been  when  the  British  published  their  provision 
order  of  June,  1793.  Suppose  that  a  fleet,  such 
as  is  now  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  less  than  which  none  of  the  advocates 
of  a  navy  seem  to  think  would  answer  our  pur- 
pOM,  had  been  then  established,  what  would  it 
have  cost  the  United  States  at  this  time  ?  Ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  himself,  the  original  cost  would  have  been 
at  least      -  $9,173,700 

The  expense  for  six  years,       -  33,300,000 


Total, 


41.473,000 


Let  gendemen  set  off  against  this  expense  the 
highest  estimate  which  has  been  made  of  captures 
the  French  and  British.  Tweotv  millions  was 
the  greatest  amount  he  had  ever  heard  French 
captnres  reckoned  at,  and  five  millions  the  Brit- 
ish. But  ^d  millions  more,  and  genilemeD  will 
see  that  the  sum  will  fait  far  short  of  the  expense  of 
building  and  supporting  a  navy.  He  knew  ex- 
pense was  not  the  only  consideration  on  a  subject 
of  this  kind.  He  acknowledged  it  was  a  mortify- 
ing consideration  that  this  country  should  be  sub- 
ject to  losses  from  the  depredations  of  foreigners ; 
DBt,  when  there  are  serious  doubts  that  the  means 
pn^Kwed  to  remedy  the  evil  will  not  be  efficient, 


it  certainly  is  worth  while  to  consider  theexpense 
of  those  means,  and  on  that  ground  try  the  policy 
of  going  into  the  system  proposed. 

Mr.  N.  confessed  he  had  always  been  oppo»d 
to  a  naval  force  for  the  purpose  of  warring  with 
European  nations,  and  whether  the  force  now 
prop{»ed  is  considered  as  necessary  for  defence  or 
offence,  it  must  have  that  character.  The  pro- 
priety of  a  naval  force  for  this  purpose  never  ap- 
peared to  him  in  a  questionable  point  of  view;  he 
thought  every  consideration  of  policy  and  inter- 
est forbids  it!  We  are  well  informed,  said  be,  by 
the  best  historians,  that  the  British  navy  has  been 
the  means  of  sinking  that  nation  to  its  present 
state ;  for  he  could  not  admire,  like  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  the  splendor  and  prosperity 
of  a  nation,  which  is  brought  into  such  a  sitoatioB 
as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  it  can  exist  for  a 
day,  a  month,  or  any  other  period.  If  the  navy  of 
Great  Britain,  then,  commenced  under  different 
circumstances  from  those  in  which  we  are  placed— 
which,  according  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  was  not  only  for  the  protection  of  her 
commerce,  but  as  a  defence  against  neighboring 
nations,  and  to  guard  against  the  worst  revo- 
lutionary principles — has  nearly  ruined  (hat  coun- 
try by  the  immense  sums  necessary  for  its  sup- 
port, shall  We,  who,  according  also  lo  the  con- 
fession of  that  gentleman,  have  nothing  to  feai 
from  European  nations-^fMr.  Harper  interrupt- 
ed Mr.  N.  to  deny  that  he  had  said  we  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  Europe.  He  bad  said  we  had  nothing 
to  fear  but  from  the  sea.]  Mr.  N.  said  this  was 
the  way  in  which  he  understood  the  gentleman, 
and  that  no  dan^r  exists  of  any  invasion  by  & 
land  force.  If  this  is  the  case,  the  use  to  whicn  i 
navy  can  be.  put  will  only  be  to  defend  our  com- 
merce from  cruisers,  and  passing  fleets.  We  have 
not.  therefore,  half  the  inducements  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  navy  which  influence  European  na- 
tions, and  many  [mwerful  reasons  against  such  a 
force. 

The  European  nations  have,  most  of  them,  dis- 
tant colonies,  which  they  have  to  protect,  and 
with  which  they  have  to  keep  up  a  constantcom- 
munication  across  the  ocean,  which  renders  a  na- 
vy in  some  degree  necessary.  But  all  the  Euro- 
pean nations  commenced  their  navies  under  the 
delusion  that  a  small  force  would  only  be  necessa- 
ry, and  that  one  or  two  ships  would  give  tbemaB 
ascendency  over  other  nations.  Can  we  expect 
this,  said  Mr.  N.?  No;  we  begin  the  busiaesi 
with  fewer  inducements  than  any  other  natitm 
ever  begun  a  navy,  and  without  necessity ;  for  it 
is  acknowledged  we  have  nothing  now  to  appre- 
hend from  invasion,  (and  if  we  nad,  this  force 
could  not  be  provided  in  time,)  we  have  no  colo- 
nies to  protect,  and  no  intercourse  which  calls  for 
a  naval  force. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  said  Mr,  N.,  embark  in 
this  business  with  the  same  motives  which  influ- 
enced all  European  nations  in  establishments  of 
this  kind.  They  built  small  navies  because  they 
would  be  equal  to  cope  wjth  the  small  navies  of 
their  neighbors ;  but  we  are  about  to  begin  the 
business  with  a  navy  staring  us  ia  the  face,  the 
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most  formidable  that  any  maa  could  suppose  to 
exist  Accordioj^  to  his  colleague,  the  British  have 
140  sail-of-the-liae ;  and  yet  our  navy  is-under- 
lakeo  vith  the  avowed  purpose  of  keeping  her.  as 
well  as  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  in  check.  Mr. 
N.  asked  whether  we  coold  ever  hope  lo  succeed 
in  a  plan  of  this  kind?  We  certainly  could  not, 
jinee  Great  Britain  would  always  even  in  war 
hare  more  than  a  sufficient  force  to  meet  all  the 
ships  which  we  can  build.  Besides,  if  our  situfl- 
tioD,  as  gentlemeD  say.  will  make  a  small  force  so 
0|MiratiTe  in  our  hands  in  time  of  European  wars, 
will  DOt  our  possessing  it  be  sufficient  to  produce 
war  with  Great  Britain,  when  it  is  always  a  suffi- 
«ieDt  cause  for  war,  in  the  opIaioQ  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, for  any  other  maritime  Power  to  put  a  few 
mote  ships  in  commission  than  their  ordinary  es- 
lablisbmeat  ?  Aod^  if  Congress  were  to  order  the 
baildiag  of  fifty  ships,  it  would  oaly  iocrease  the 
4ertainty  of  this  eneci.  How  is  a  naval  force  to 
goard  Us,  which  Great  Britain  can  destroy,  when- 
ever  she  pleases^  even  in  time  of  war?  For  she 
has  frequently  ships  sufficient  on  our  coast  to  de> 
stnnr  aU  the  vessels  which  are  contemplated  to  be 
bailt.  lo  short,  this  navy  will  be  the  means  of 
keeping  this  country  in  continual  broib.  On  the 
■first  appearance  of  arming  any  additional  vessels 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  for  whatever  cause, 
we  most  set  on  foot  a  oegotiation  to  combine  the 
other Powerii  of  Europe  in  our  favor;  and  this 
■country  will  become  the  centre  of  intrigue  and 
tricks  for  the  agents  of  every  country. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says, 
this  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  defence ;  but  does 
the  gentleman  prove  this?  Can  he  prove  that 
£10,000,000  sterling  is  only  the  third  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  defence,  as  he  says  ?  Does  he  not  recollect 
how  much  of  the  revenue  of  that  country  goes  to 

Sy  the  interest  of  their  enormous  debt,  and,  there- 
e.  cannot  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  ezpend- 
itote  for  defence  ?  The  gentleman  will  find,  on 
lefiectbn,  he  is  mnch  mistaken  in  his  calculation 
in  this  respect.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina  has  been  loud  in  his  encomiums  on  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  oo  account  of  its  usefulness  to  the 
world }  and  he  calls  the  calculation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  PennsylTania,  relative  to  the  eipenses 
of  a  navy,  a  paltry,  schoolboy  calculation,  be- 
cause ii  has  not  taken  into  view  this  usefulness. 
That  gentleman,  said  Mr.  N.,  only  referred  to  the 
British  oavy  so  far  as  it  was  useful  in  the  way 
gentlemen  say  they  expect  ours  to  be  advantage- 
oua.  But  from  the  contradictions  which  the  gen- 
-tleman  from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  run  into  on 
this  subject,  he  did  believe  that  he  had  not  an  eye 
to  a  nary,  merely  for  the  defence  of  our  com- 
merce; he  appeared  to  wish  that  this  country 
should  take  a  stand  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  that 
the  safety  of  the  world  may,  at  a  future  day,  de- 

Kod  upon  us,  as  it  now  does  upon  Great  Britain, 
r.  N.  beliered  the  ambition  ot  this  country,  the 
pride  of  its  Government,  and  naval  commanders, 
will  all  operate  this  way ;  and  we  may,  one  day 
or  other,  if  we  proceed  with  this  navy  scheme,  be 
as  asianuff.  as  domineering,  as  any  othor  nation 
io  the  vrorid,  and  by  this  means  be  embroiled  in 
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continual  war,  and  be  saddled  with  a  debt  equal  to 
that  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  N.  was  not  satisfied  with  the  observation 
made  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Parker)  ihat^  as  the 
expense  incurred  in  support  of  a  navy  goes  to  our 
own  citizens,  and  is  spent  in  the  country ;  that, 
because  the  money  only  changes  hands^  and  is  not 
lost  to  the  United  States,  aggregately,  it  is,  there* 
fore,  not  of  much  consequence  that  it  is  drawn 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  who  earn  it,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Grovemmeat.  He  believed 
tt  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  keep  out  of  the 
hands  of  Ghivernment  money  that  is  unnecessary 
for  its  proper  uses.  He  believed  the  immense 
expenses  of^the  British  Government  had  a  double 
operation  ;  the  taxes  to  supply  them  were  not  only 
oppressive  to  the  people  but  deprived  the  people 
of  their  proper  share  in  the  Government  of  that 
country.  If  the  British  navy  has  been  the  sole 
cause  of  their  enormous  national  debt,  (and  he 
believed  it  would  not  be  denied,)  he  thought  his 
colleague  ought  to  pause,  before  he  wishes  Con- 
gress to  embark  in  a  system  which  seems  so  likely 
to  make  oar  situation  the  same  with  hers. 

But  Mr.  N.  found  this  idea,  that,  because  the 
expense  of  our  navy  will  chiefly  be  at  home,  it 
ought  not  to  be  objected  to,  was  not  confined  to 
his  colleague.  The  usefulness  of  this  money,  in- 
dependent of  the  defence  which  was  expected,  be 
feared  was  the  greatest  recommendation  of  the 
navy  to  some  gentlemen  upon  this  floor;  and  so 
long  as  the  people  shall  cheerfully  part  with  their 
money  in  support  of  it,  he  did  not  doubt  the  ex- 
pense will  sufficiently  recommend  itself.  It  will 
give  great  power  to  the  Executive,  by  disbursing 
money  into  the  hands  of  favorites,  and  by  that 
means  give  to  him  the  power  of  destroying  great 
part  of  the  influence  which  it  was  intended  the 
people  should  have  in  this  Govemmeut. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  made  m 
statement  of  our  present  revenue  and  expenditure, 
the  correctness  of  which  had  been  allo«e4  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  This  e^iraate 
was,  however,  confined  to  the  present  year ;  but, 
if  we  are  to  prepare  for  a  state  of  thin^  which  is 
to  continue  for  several  years,  it  is  not  enough  to 
take  into  view  the  ^nances  of  the  current  year, 
our  view  ought  to  be  carried  forward  to  some 
years  hence. 

Perhaps,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  did  not  bear  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  rightly;  for  he  under- 
stood him  to  say  that,  after  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  current  year,  there  would  remain  a  clear 
balance  of  receipts,  (including  the  five  million 
loan,)  independent  of  the  direct  tax,  of  $2,700,000. 

[Mr.  Harper  said,  not  independent  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  but  including  it.j 

If  80,  Mr.  N.  said,  there  would  be  no  material  dif- 
ference in  the  estimates.  He  had  made  estimates 
of  the  expenses  of  the  years  1800,  1801,  and  1808. 
They  were  as  follows ; 

Forim. 

Civil  list,  Ac.          -         -         -  $1,000,000 

Debt   3,800,000 

Permanent  army     -        -        -  1,500,000 
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Additional  army  now  raising  -  2,500,000 

Annual  support  of  navy      •  -  4,000,000 

Fortifieaiions,  arms,  roaodries,  &c  -  700.000 

Instalment  of  Dutch  debt     -  -  400^000 

Interest  on  new  Iran          -  -  400,000 


14,300,000 

For  1801. 

Civil  list,  &c.,  debt  including  interest 
on  new  loan,  permanent  and  addi- 
tional army  and  narjr,  same  as  in 
1800  .  -  .         .  $13,200,000 

Deferred  debt  -         -         -  1,200,000 

Instalment  of  Dutch  debt     -         -  500,000 


14,900,000 


For  1802. 
Civil  list,  Sic^  debt,  permanent  and 

additional  army.  naTy,and  deferred 

debt,  same  as  in  1801  -  -  $14,400,000 
Instalment  of  Dutch  debt    -        -  1,400,000 


15,800,000 


It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  revenues  will  be 
usufibsient  by  a  very  large  sum,  for  tbe  expenses 
of  any  one  of  these  years,  tbe  estimates  all  ajiree- 
in^  that  it  may  be  considered  as  only  ten  millions 
ofaollars.  In  the  next  year,  supposing  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  loan  now  making  should 
be  $2,700,000,  a»  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina supposed,  (but  which  he  believed  was  more 
than  will  be  left;)  the  deBciency  will  be  $1,600,000, 
and  eveo  tbe  disbanding  of  the  additional  army 
will  not  prevent  the  necessity  of  imposing  further 
burdens  on  the  people  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
three  years  he  had  stated. 

When  these  statements  are  considered,  Mr.  N. 
thought  gentlemen  ought  seriously  to  pause  be- 
fore they  lay  the  country  under  expenses  which 
oar  resources  will  not  justify,  especially  when  ne- 
eessity  does  not  call  for  the  measure.  And  if 
these  vessels  are  oot  wanted  at  present,  and  it 
seemed  to  be  agreed  that  th^  measure  promised 
no  present  usefulness,  consider  the  difference  there 
would  be  between  building  and  equipping  them 
in  the  present  time  of  war,  and  a  time  of  peace. 
It  would  be  well,  indeed,  if  weare[ffoviding  for  a 
future  war,  to  let  the  present  first  be  at  an  end,  as 
we  may  want  alt  our  resources  for  the  present; 
if  not,  we  shall  not  only  pay  a  much  higher  price 
for  money,  but  more  prolusion  wilt  be  seen  in 
every  part  of  tbe  business,  and  the  vessels  will 
cost  more  than  double  what  they  would  be 
built  for  in  time  of  peace.  And  if  a  oavy  be 
really  so  necessary  to  our  existence  as  an  in- 
dependent nation,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
it  is,  they  need  not  fear  that  the  disposition  to 
provide  it  will  be  wanting  when  better  times  shall 
arrive  for  carrying  into  effect  a  project  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  N.  believed  there  existed  no  good  reason  for 
going  into  the  ettaUishment     a  navy  at  all.  be- 
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cause  he  believed  it  would  never  be  really  useful 
to  this  country ;  but  if  it  should  be  otherwise  de- 
termined by  a  majority  of  Congress,  this,  be 
thought,  of  alt  times  the  most  improper  to  com- 
mence the  worlc. 

The  question  was  pat,  and  negatiyed — ^yeas40, 
nays  60. 

Mr,  J.  Williams  then  moved  to  strike  oot  what 
relates  to  18-gun  vessels,  on  the  ground  that  the 
thirty-nine  small  vessels  which  we  have  are  suffi- 
cient. The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  di> 
vision. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  proposed  filling  up  the  blanks 
in  the  section  fixing  the  pay  of  Captains  in  Ae 
Navy,  with  an  advance  from  $75  to  $100  per 
month  to  Captains  of  74's2  and  others  in  propor- 
tion ;  except  the  masters  of  vessels  under  20  guns, 
which  were  proposed  to  be  lowered. 

Some  objection,  however,  bein^  made  to  this, 
and  particularly  lo  the  mode  of  doing  the  business, 
this  neing  the  first  time  that  the  subject  had  been 
before  the  House,  the  section  was  moved  lo  be 
struck  out,  and  carried. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  hav- 
ing concurred  in  the  amendment  reported, 

Mr.  Nicholas  renewed  the  motion  for  striking 
out  the  74-gun  ships, and  called  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  They  were  taken  and  stood,  yeas  40, 
nays  54,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Abraham  Btldfrin,  David  Bard*  Kdiiri 
Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Tliomaa  CUi- 
bome,  William  ChuiesCoIe  Claibmie,  John  Cloploa. 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  tiggXtsbao,  Lucas  Ehnendoi^ 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  GsUatin,  James 
Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  Dand 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Mattlww 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenacbao,  Joaefll 
McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Jolm  Nicholas,  TompsonJ- 
Skinner.  William  Smith,  Richard  Spiigg,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Thomas  Sumter,  Abiam  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Hiifif 
Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vanium,  Abraham  VeaaUe^ 
and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  G^eorge  Baer,  Jan.,  Bailey  B«rt- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  BKxdi. 
Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Jame* 
Cochran,  William  Oreik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Den- 
nis, George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evanst 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwigfat  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Bea* 
ry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Bogw 
Griswotd,  William  Bany  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Btf* 

gr,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hexeki^L. 
osmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Sam- 
uel Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  Matthewa,  Daaid 
Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Par- 
,  ker,  Jonah  Parker,  Thomas  Pin<^ey,  JtAm  Reed, 
John  Rutledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sew* 
all,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Dsbbi 
Spaight,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Kiohirf 
Thomas,  Marie  Tbomsoo,  Thomas  Tillinghaat,  John  £• 
Van  Aleo,  Peleg  W«dsworth,  Robert  Widn,  and  Joba 
Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Hartlbt  said,  that  since  presenting  the 
petition  which  he  had  laid  before  the  House  from 

Digitized  by  Google 


Alien  and  Sedition  Laws. 


3857 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2868 


Febbuabt,  1799.] 


York  county,  praying  for  a  rep«al  or  certain  laws, 
lie  had  been  writteo  to  on  the  subject ;  he  gave 
notiee,  therefore,  that  he  should  call  up  the  peti- 
tion for  consideration  on  Monday. 

The  Speaker  saying  il  would  be  necessary  to 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  H&rtlbt  made 
ihit  motioD,  vhich  was  carried. 

Saturday,  February  9. 
Tbe  Ull  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imporli  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
fBned. 

8TSPHBN  SAYRE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rotledgb,  the  House  resolT- 
■ed  itself  into  a  Oommiitee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Sayre,  who  prays  for  compeosation  as 
Secretary  of  Legation  to  Mr.  Lee  at  the  Court  of 
Berlin,  for  a  lew  months,  and  for  other  public 
services.  This  claim  bavins  been  decided  against 
at  a  former  session,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  an  unfavorable  report^  without  going  into 
the  consideration  of  the  merits  of  the  claim. 

Messrs.  GaiawoLn,  Craik,  Macon,  Bayard, 
and  Gordon,  spoke  m  favor  of  the  report ;  and 
Messrs.  Pinckney,  Harper,  Gallatin,  Brooks, 
8.  SMtTB,  and  the  Speaker,  against  it,  and  iti  &- 
Tor  of  allowing  tbe  claiin. 

The  report  was  finally  negatived — 21  votes  only 
being  in  its  favor.  The  committee  rose,  and 
the  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Harper  then  laid  two  resolutions  on  the 
table  directing  the  accountine  officers  of  tbe  Trea- 
■nry  to  settle  the  account  of  Mr.  Sayre ;  but  be- 
fore a  decision  was  had  upon  them,  a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 


MoHDAT,  February  11. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
tonfer  with  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
(rflbe  two  Houses  on  the  bill  respecting  balances 
doe  fiam  certain  iudividual  Slates  to  the  United 
Elates,  made  a  report,  which  lies  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
fbnnio^  the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  for 
winizuig  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
•tier  purposes,  to  which  they  request  the  concur- 
mee  of  this  House. 

AUGMENTATION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  for  augmenting  the  Navy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  read  tbe  third  time ;  and  on  the 
«BCMion,  ''Shall  this  biU  pass?" 

Mr.  BoaLESTON  said,  he  did  not  stand  up  with 
any  hope  itf  changisg  the  rote  of  any  gentlenuD 
who  bad  heretofore  favored  the  bill  now  under 
eimsideratioa,  and  yet  he  felt  impelled  to  offer  a 
lew  objectioos,  which  presented  themselves  to  his 
mind  against  its  passage. 

He  said  he  was  oppoeed  to  the  bill  because  he 
believed  thcare  was  already  as  much  done  for  de- 
ttnee  as  the  danger  or  ability  of  the  country  ren- 
«Kd  neceeiur.  When,  said  he,  we  have  forti- 
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fied  our  harbors  and  ports,  and  shall  by  their  means 
afford  shelter  and  protection  to  our  present  marine, 
and  thus  enable  them  to  protect  our  commerce 
from  the  ravages  of  privateers,  and  from  the  in- 
sults and  robberies  of  those  kind  of  vessels  usually 
employed  in  plundering  mercbaotmen,  I  think 
we  shall  have  completed  as  much  as  tbe  present 
state  of  our  finances  and  the  existing  danger  can 
justify.  Here  we  ought  to  stop  for  the  presoa^ 
on  account  of  those  uoavoidaUe  expenses  which 
are  already  authorized,  and  which  tne  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  and  my  colleague  have  shown 
to  be  greater  than  our  receipts. 

Mr.  E.  said,  additional  taxes,  or  further  loans, 
ought  not  to  be  resorted  to.  without  the  danger  of 
our  situation  made  it  really  necessary  to  have  re- 
course to  such  dUagreeable  expedients.  A  culti- 
vating people,  he  apprehended,  ought  not  to  be 
unnecessarily  depressed  and  harassed  with  taxes. 
As  much  of  the  surfdus  of  therr  labor  as  could  be, 
ought  to  be  left  for  the  extension  and  improve- 
ment of  cultivation.  The  conlributions  of  Ame- 
rica for  the  support  of  Government  bad  hitherto 
been  very  light — hence  arose  the  unexampled 
growth  and  population,  and  even  increasing  com- 
merce of  the  United  Slates;  and  all  this  without 
a  Navy.  This  experience  ought  tooperate  on  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  more  powofuUy  than  those 
nations  which  had  been  adduced  as  examples,  to 
induce  them  to  vote  for  an  augmentation  of  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  B.  said,  his  colleague  (Mr.  Pabebr)  had 
resorted  to  argument  in  support  of  this  expensive 
measure,  which  he  did  not  expect  to  hear  openly 
avowed.  According  to  his  ideas,  it  ts  immateriu 
how  much  money  is  extracted  from  the  people  by 
Governmeni,  provided  the  matter  is  so  managed 
that  it  is  again  expended  in  the  United  States. 
Such  doctrine,  carried  into  practice,  would 
squeeze  from  the  hard  hands  of  a  laborious  father 
of  a  numerous  family  the  Utile  surplus  of  his  in- 
dustry and  economy,  in  order  to  equip  fleets  and 
armies,  and  611  the  pockets  of  well  dressed  officers 
and  modern  fine  gentlemen.  It  was  robbing  the 
bee  to  feed  the  drone,  and  this  when  no  necessity 
or  danger  existed  to  demand  the  measure. 

But,  added  Mr.  G.,  if  the  six  sfaips-of-the-line 
were  already  in  commission  and  afloat,  and  as 
many  others  as  could  l»  manned  and  supported 
they  would  be  ineffectual  to  oppose  any  of  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe  in  any  great  attempt. 
Should  an  invasion  be  attempted,  those  meana 
which  had  heretofore  been  successful  must  again 
be  resorted  to. 

In  possession  of  a  wide-extended  territory,  the 
population  of  which  is  dispersed  over  such  a  con- 
tinent, he  conceived  that  we  are  precluded  from 
sudden  impressions  from  an  invading  enemy,  or 
from  irreparable  damage;  nor  can  we  be  con- 
quered from  the  toss  of  a  single  battle,  as  had  hap- 
pened to  that  island  from  whence  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  so  often  cited  examples. 

The  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  United  Stales 
could  not,  then,  rest  on  a  Navy,  as  that  gentleman 
seemed  to  thinkj  even  if  an  invasion  were  proba^ 
Me.  But,  as  it  18  improbaUe,  why  ought  so  great 
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an  expense  be  incurred  to  ward  off  a  danger  so 
remote,  when  it  Is  well  known  means  less  expen- 
sive could  repel  it  were  it  to  happen  7   The  same 

§eatleman,  he  said,  spoke  much  of  the  efficacy  of 
le  naval  power  of  England,  in  supporting  tbat 
balance  so  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  Kurope. 
This  did  not  apply  to  America  at  all.  Separated 
from  those  complex  and  dreadful  scenes  of  car- 
nage aud  expense,  it  was  not  necesnry  to  be 
forced  into  a  participation  of  their  follies,  their 
vices,  and  their  miseries. 

The  late  President,  Mr.  E.  said,  gave  good  ad- 
vice on  this  point ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that, 
contrary  to  his  mazinis,  negotiators  were  appoint- 
ed to  Russia  and  Turkey,  and  he  feared  that  cause 
would  arise  to  lament  such  departure  from  the 
plainness  and  simplicity  of  past  time-:. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  also 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  Holland,  and 
told  them  many  things  of  her  navy,  and  the  bene- 
fits she  derived  from  it.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  gentleman  had  never  been  more  unfortunate 
in  his  allusions,  for  he  could  not  have  selected  a 
nation  more  unlike  America.  Holland  was  a 
mere  spot  on  the  globe,  so  surcharged  with  in- 
habitants, and  so  destitute  of  material  to  exercise 
their  industry,  that  they  were  obliged  to  build 
their  houses  on  ground  reclaimed  from  the  sea. 
America,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  immense  conti- 
nent, To  excite  industry,  stimulate  exertion,  and 
profitably  employ  wealth  and  labor. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  by  saying  the  gentleman 
might  as  well  advise  us,  and  it  would  as  well  be- 
come us  to  follow  his  advice,  to  desert  our  cities 
and  hills,  and  buitd  our  houses  on  land  claimed 
from  the  Atlantic,  as  to  depend  on  a  navy  for  our 
safety,  and  exjiaust  our  resources  and  impoverish 
our  people  in  building  one.  I  am,  therelore,  said 
he^  decidedly  against  the  bill,  and  hope  it  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  QAI.IJITIN  hoped  that  the  extreme  import- 
ance of  the  question  would  be  a  snfficieut  apology 
for  his  once  more  troubling  the  House  on  this 
subject  He  had  before  confined  his  remarks  to 
the  arguments  suggested  by  the  select  committee 
in  support  of  the  measure.  Judging  both  from  the 
answer  of  the  chairman,  (Mr.  J.  PAHEEB,)andfrom 
the  silence  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  special  position  assumed  by  that  com- 
mittee,  in  relation  to  the  Mvaotages  actually  de- 
rived from  our  present  naval  force,  was  untenable 
and  in  a  manner  abandoned,  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  make  some  observations  on  the  general 
advantages  that  might  be  supptned,  by  its  advo- 
cates, to  be  derived  from  a  navy. 

A  navy  was  stated  to  be  necessary  and  proper 
as  affordmg  means  of  defence  against  invasion, 
protectioQ  to  commerce,  and  giving  this  nation  a 
certain  weight  in  the  geDeralscale  of  European 
polities. 

In  rdation  to  invasion,  be  thought  a  fleet  to  be 
neither  a  necessary  nor  a  sure  means  of  defence. 
Not  sore,  because,  if  an  invasion  was  ever  attempt- 
ed, it  must  be  by  a  nation  possessed  of  a  very  su- 
perior naval  force,  and,  in  that  case,  what  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  six  seventy-fouis,  against  oae 


of  the  great  maritime  Powers  of  Kurope,  effectu- 
ally to  defend  a  coast  of  1,500  miles?  Not  neces- 
sary, because  the  events  of  the  last  war  had  al- 
ready proved  that  this  country,  even  if  invaded  bv 
the  most  formidable  naval  Power  in  the  world^ 
had  within  itself  the  means  of  rejjelling  the  inva- 
der; because  our  defence  must,  m  that  instance, 
finally  rest  on  the  people  themselves.  To  say, 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
England  owed  her  political  existence  to  that  navy 
which  had  prevented  her  from  becoming  a  pro- 
vince of  France,  was  only  to  show  the  dissimi' 
larity  of  situation  of  the  two  countries,  and  to- 
prove  that  reasons  of  a  superior  nature  had  ren- 
dered a  fleet  essentially  necessary  to  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, which  did  not  exist  in  the  United  States. 
Nor  was  that  gentleman  more  happy  in  his  allu- 
sion to  the  invasion  of  Holland,  since  the  fleet  of 
that  nation  had  never  prevented  her  being  invaded. 
Her  navy,  although  then  triumphant  ao^  mistress 
of  the  oceaCj  had  not  prevented  her  from  the  at* 
tack  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  it  was  not  tu  her  navy 
that  she  awed,  at  that  time,  her  deliverance.  The 
superior  navy  of  her  late  ally,  Great  Brittiin,  bad 
not  been  aUe  to  snatch  her  from  the  late  French 
cooquesL  And  a  comparative  view  of  these  two 
invasions  must  convince  every  man  tbat  not  in 
navies,  not  in  regular  armies,  does  the  safety  of  a- 
nation,  in  a  great  crisis,  consist,  but  in  the  union, 
the  zeal,  and  the  bravery  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  these,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  placed  his  sole  con- 
fidence against  the  danger  of  an  invasion.  Bnt 
that  danger  did  not  exist,  and  was  not  seriously 
apprehended,  either  by  the  American  people,  or 
by  their  Representatives  on  that  floor.  No  one 
did  believe  that  any  nation  would  attempt  an  in- 
vasion of  this  country,  or  that  an  invasion,  if  ever 
attempted,  would  be  successful.  He  would,  there- 
fore, dismiss  that  part  of  the  subject,  and  examine 
the  ground  on  which  gentlemen  seemed  most  to 
rely — the  protection  afforded  by  a  navy  to  com- 
merce. 

Much  had  been  stud  on  the  duty  of  Government- 
to  give  as  effectual  protection  to  our  floating  pro- 
perty on  the  sea,  as  to  the  lands,  houees.  and  per- 
sons of  our  citizens  on  our  shore.  Mr.  Q.  did  not 
think  the  position  to  be  correct,  in  its  full  extenL. 
The  rights  of  property,  the  liberties  of  the  fwople, 
and  the  independence  of  the  nation,  required  a. 
full  and  complete  protection  of  every  part  of  the 
country  against  an  invader,  whatever  the  risk  and 
expense  might  be.  But  as  the  advantages  of 
commerce  were  a  mere  matter  of  calculation,  the 
defence  to  be  afforded  to  commercial  property, 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  became 
also  a  proper  subject  of  calculation,  a  question  of 
profit  and  toss.  He  did  not  wish  to  draw  any  in- 
vidious distinction  between  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  interests  of  this  country;  but  wbra, 
under  pretence  of  protecting  commerce,  the  na- 
tion was  to  incur  an  enormous  expense,  it  became 
proper  to  examine  to  whom,  on  the  supposition 
that  a  navy  would  effectually  protect  commerce, 
that  expense  would  prove  most  beneficial,  and  bf 
whom  It  must  finally  be  borne. 

Mr.  G.  agreed  tbat  the  agricultnni  and  com- 
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mercial  interest  were  intimately  connected  to-  i 
getber  to  a  c^tain  extent.   So  far  as  the  raer-  1 
chants,  by  tbeir  enterprise  and  industry,  open  i 
new  avenues  of  trade  for  the  ezporiation  of  our  i 
produce,  increasing  the  demand,  and  thereby  both  i 
the  quantiiv  and  value  of  our  exports — at  the  ; 
same  time  that  they  supply  us  with  toreign  neces- 
sary articles,  from  the  cheapest  markets  and  on 
the  cheapest  terms — so  far  tne  interests  of  com- 
meiee  ana  agricultare  are  the  same;  so  far  com- 
merce is  dire«tiy  and  immediately  beneficial  to 
the  whole  nation ;  and  so  far  as  this  kind  of  com- 
ncree  could  with  propriety  be  protected,  he  would 
agree  to  protect  it.   But  it  ought  to  be  observed 
diat  more  than  ODe-half  of  the  commerce  of  this 
eoODtiy  does  not  consist  of  either  the  exportation 
id  oar  j^roduce,  or  the  importetion  of  articles  con- 
sumed in  this  country;  but  of  a  sort  of  extraneous 
staple.  By  the  return,  lately  laid  upon  our  table, 
it  appears  that  our  exports,  during  the  last  year, 
amounted  to  sixty-one  millions  of  dollars,  twenty- 
eight  of  which  only  were  our  own  produce, 
the  other  thirty-three  millions  consisting  of  arti- 
cles first  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and 
afterwards  re-exported  to  various  parts  of  the 
dobe;  and  however  advantageous  this  trade  miffht 
he  to  the  merchants  concerned  in  it,  it  was  of  no 
direct  service  to  the  farming  interest,  or  to  the 
natimi  at  large.  In  an  indirect  manner,  indeed,  it 
benefitedj  in  a  small  degree,  the  other  parts  of  the 
mnmuQity,  by  increasing  the  wealth  of  these 
mmhants;  by  euabtiog  them  pay  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  tax^  and  by  producing  those  general 
advantages  which  may  be  supposed  to  result  from 
the  general  increase  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 
Bat,  with  respect  to  this  extraneous  trade,  he  was 
(^opinion  that  if  it  did  not  yield  a  sufficient  profit 
to  imtect  itself,  without  expense  to  the  nation,  it 
was  not  entitled  to  any  extraordinary  protection. 
If  the  advantages  derived  to  the  nation  from  this 
kind  of  commerce  cannot  be  purchased  at  a  cheap 
mte,  he  would  much  rather  abandon  them  alto- 
gether.  Yet,  when  gentlemen  speak  of  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  they  always  include  this,  as 
well  as  any  other  kind  oi  commerce. 

With  respect  to  that  fnrt  of  our  commerce 
wbicb  consists  of  the  exportation  of  oar  own  pro- 
doec^  the  profits  are  divided  between  the  mer- 
chant and  larmer.  The  agricultoral  interest  is  so 
Jar  benefited  by  this  commerce,  as  the  price  ob- 
tuaed  by  this  means  for  their  produce  exceeds 
that  which  woold  have  been  obtained  for  it,  had 
it  been  exported  in  the  vessels  of  ToreigD  nations. 
The  jMofits  are  not,  however,  divided  m  an  equal 
[ffoportion— -the  greatest  share  goes  to  the  mer- 
chant. 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  apply  these  remarks  to  the 
expense  contemplated  by  this  bill,  and  to  inquire 
what  portion  of  it  will  be  paid,  and  how  much  of 
the  advantage  will  be  received  by  the  farmer.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  said,  indeed,  that  the 
expense  was  imnmterial,  since  the  money  would  be 
spent  at  home,  and  only  pass  from  one  hand  to 
another.  No  argument,  in  his  opinion,  could  be 
more  foUacioas  than  this.  He  considered  it  of 
some  importance  toinqtiire,8upposing  this  navy  to 


five  full  protection  to  our  commerce,  into  whose 
aods,  and  for  whose  benefit  the  millions  which  it 
is  to  cost  will  principally  fall  t   Suppose  we  raise 
a  tax  of  four  millions  of  dollars.   01  this  tax  nine- 
tenths  will  be  paid  by  the  farmers,  manufacturers, 
and  mechanics,  and  one-tenth,  at  most,  by  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  community;  since  it  must 
be  paid  in  proportion  to  their  respective  consump- 
tion or  real  estates.   Supposing  that  this  navy 
shall  prerent  all  future  captures,  more  than  one~ 
half  of  this  advantage  goes  solely  to  the  merchanl^- 
as  the  [votection  is  extended,  as  well  to  the  car- 
rying trade  of  foreign  productions  which  we  do- 
not  consume,  as  to  that  which  may  be  considered 
as  a  national  commerce.  And  if  the  advantage  of 
this  last  is  supposed  to  be  equally  divided  between 
the  merchant  and  farmer,  one-fourth  part  only  of 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  establishment  will  be 
received  by  the  farmer,  and  the  other  three-fourths 
will  go  to  the  merchant.    What  is  the  result? 
We  raise  four  millions,  3.600,000  of  which  will 
be  paid  by  the  farmers,  manufacturers,  and  me- 
chanics, and  400,000  by  the  merchants;  while  the 
agriculturists  will  receive  only  about  one  mil- 
lion of  the  profits,  and  the  merchants  the  other 
three  miUioos.    This  is  the  way  in  which  the 
money  will  be  expended;  and  yet  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  tries  to  make  this  business  a  mere 
shifting  of  property  from  one  hand  to  another. 
It  makes  some  difference,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  a  man 
who  pajrs  a  heavy  tax,  whether  he  is  to  receive 
any  portion  of  the  money  back  or  not.   If  this 
money  was  to  be  spent  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  make  little  difference  to 
him  whether  it  was  expended  in  or  out  of  the 
country.   But  he  had,  heretofore,  gone  on  a  sup- 
position that  a  navy  was  an  efficacious  means  of 
protecting  commerce,  and  the  next  question  was, 
whether  it  answered  that  end,  whether,  in  fact,  tt 
was  essential  to  the  existence  and  support  of  that 
commerce? 

Mr.  O.  considered  an  extensive  commerce  as 
depending  upon  the  wealth  of  a  nation  ;  and  that 
wealth  as  depending,  in  the  first  place,  on  internal 
industry,  and  in  the  next,  on  the  laws  for  the  pro- 
tection of  property.  If.  said  he,  we  turn  oar  at^ 
tention  to  any  part  of  Europe,  we  shall  find  the 
commerce  of  coantries  depend  invariaUy  upon 
this  wealth  and  industry,  and  not  upon  a  nary. 
And  the  reason  we  arc  deceived,  witn  respect  to 
Great  Britain,  is.  that  we  perpetually  confound 
the  effects  with  the  cause.  It  is  the  internal  in- 
dustry, and  the  protection  afforded  to  manufac- 
tures and  commerce,  in  that  country,  which  have 
produced  its  wealth,  that  wealth  has  produced  its 
immense  commerce,  and  has  enabled  them  to  sup- 
port a  powerful  rtavy ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
ner  navy  has  effectually  promoted  and  invigorated 
that  commerce  ;  and  to  say  that  it  has  created  it, 
that  their  industry,  their  manufactures  and  com- 
merce,  have  been  produced  by  tbeir  navy,  is  a 
doctrine  which  cannot  be  supported. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  mentioned  the  other  day,  merely 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Holland,  without  scarc^y 
any  navy  at  present,  has  an  extensive  commerce ; 
I  and  that  Spam,  with  a  great  navy,  has  scarcely 
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aQ^  commerce.  All  lie  intended  to  show  was, 
that  a  commerce  might  exist  without  a  navy,  and 
a  navy  without  commerce.  In  order  to  show  this 
idea  to  be  unfounded,  what  was  the  answer  given? 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  altogether 
miiitook  the  position,  and  went  into  a  dissertation 
of  the  causes  which  destroyed  the  nary  of  Hoi- 
land  and  the  commerce  of  Spain.  These,  Mr.  G. 
said,  were  nothing  to  hira ;  he  had  only  staled  the 
fact  And  he  would  call  upon  gentlemeo,  paiting 
England  out  of  view,  to  show  in  what  country 
their  navy  and  commerce  bore  any  kind  of  pro- 
portion toe  one  lo  the  other. 

From  Holland  he  would  go  to  another  country. 
He  meant  the  Hanse  towns  of  Germany.  Let  us, 
said  he,  compare  Hamburg,  which  has  no  navy, 
with  the  neighboriug  countries  of  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Russia,  wliicb  have  each  of  them  con- 
siderable navies.  It  is  true  that  the  Hanse  towns 
had  formerly  a  considerable  navy;  but  finding 
that  their  commerce  would  not  support  the  ex- 

gnse,  they  gave  it  up ;  and  at  this  time,  though 
amburg  has  an  immense  trade,  she  has  not  a 
single  gun-boat  at  iiea;  whereas,  if  we  turn  our 
eyes  to  their  next  neighbors,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Prussia,  they  possess  sixty  or  seventy  ships-of- 
tbe-line,  with  very  little  commerce.  He  presum- 
ed, though  Russia  has  forty  ships-of-the-tiijjp,  the 
commerce  of  Hamburg  is  fifty  times  greater  than 
that  of  Russia.  Therefore  it  may  be  clearly  in- 
ferred that  the  sources  of  commerce  are  perfectly 
distinct  from  a  navy  ;  and  that  a  navy  is  created 
more  as  an  instrument  of  power  than  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce. 

If  the  merchants  of  Hamburg  could  have  per- 
suaded the  inhabitants  of  Germany  ffenerally  to 
pay  taxes  to  support  a  fleet,  they  perhaps  would 
H^adly  have  had  one,  in  the  same  way  that  the 
mercbaDts  of  this  country  wish  for  a  navy,  if  they 
can  prevail  upon  the  farmers  to  pay  taxes  for  that 
purpose ;  but  Hamburg,  though  it  is  the  chief  sea- 
port of  Germaoy,  does  not  govern  that  country, 
and  the  people  at  large  have  not  beeo  willing  to 
pay  for  that  supposed  protection  of  commerce  j 
the  merchants,  who  well  knew  that  it  would  be  a 

greater  expense  than  commerce  itself  would  bear, 
ave  abandoned  all  ideas  of  a  navy.  Germany 
now  enjoys  all  the  benefits  of  commerce,  without 
being  burdened  with  the  expense  of  a  navy,  and, 
in  fact,  sufferti  less  in  a  commercial  pnint  of  view 
than  the  great  naval  Powers;  for,  however  war 
may  rage  on  land,  they  carry  on  tbeir  trade  with- 
out interruption ;  whilst  those  countries  which 

E assess  fleets,  the  moment  they  enter  into  war, 
are  their  commerce  immediately  either  curtailed 
or  annihilated.  He  had  not  heard  that  the  com- 
nherce  of  Hamburg  had  been  more  affected  than 
that  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  during  the  present 
long  and  extraordinary  war  j  that  orall  three  has, 
at  different  times,  been  more  or  less  interrupted, 
but  the  trade  of  this  port  has  not  suffered  more 
than  that  of  any  other. 

In  relation  to  Holland,  their  navy  arose  from 
their  situation.  It  is  well  known  that,  when  thai 
country  was  created,  they  carried  on  commerce 
and  war  together ;  they  conquered  tliat  part  of  the 


East  and  West  Indies  which  they  poitsess  by  their 
vessels  of  trade;  and,  haviiig  thu^  found  them- 
selves possessed  of  a  powerful  navy,  they  deter- 
mined to  dispute  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  at 
sea.  What  was  the  conaeqaence  t  After  seme- 
time  they  found  themselves  more  heavily  taxed 
than  any  other  nation,  and  they  were,  therefoie, 
induced  to  drop  their  navy.  From  the  Treaty  « 
Utrecht,  in  the  year  1714,  to  this  day,  they  ure 
never  had  a  fleet  at  sea  more  than  two  or  three 
weeks  at  a  time.  Last  war  they  fitted  out  bnt 
one,  and  one  only ;  and  this  war  they  have  fitted 
out  two — one  to  be  taken  out  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  other  at  the  mouth  of  their  own 
ports.  He  did  not  consider  their  fleet,  therefore, 
as  any  protection  lo  their  commerce.  Yet  in  what 
situation  is  that  commerce?  When  the  country 
is  at  war,  it  is  true  that  it  is  annihilated,  from  their 
being  situated  at  the  door  of  Great  Britain.  But, 
in  time  of  peace,  though  it  is  not  now  so  great  at 
it  was  formerly,  yet  it  is  very  coDsiderane}  and 
its  decrease  is  not  owing  to  the  decrease  of  their 
navy,  but  to  the  increase  of  the  industry  and 
wealth  of  neighborinff  countries.  So  far,  indeed, 
from  their  being  weakened  for  the  want  of  a  na- 
vy, they  have  enjoyed  a  greater  share  of  tran- 
quillity during  the  present  century,  than  in  the 
last,  and,  of  course,  their  commerce  has  suffered 
less  during  the  last  period,  than  it  would  hive 
done  had  they  acted  the  same  part  they  did  during 
the  former. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  turn  our  attention  to  oiu- 
selves,  examine  our  situation,  and  compare  oar 
commerce  with  that  of  other  countries,  what  i> 
the  result?  We  have  bad  no  navy, no  prolecttM 
to  our  commerce.  During  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  we  have  been  plundered  by  both  parties 
in  a  most  shameful  manner ;  mor^  perhsps,  thai 
we  should  have  been  during  any  other  war,  mi 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  present  contest  The 
beUigerent  Powers  hare  not  svppoied  themselTes 
bound  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  orders  and  ths 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Franoehave  been 
in  defiance  of  that  law.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all 
those  depredations,  what  is  oar  present  situauon? 
Year  after  year  our  exports  and  imports  have  in* 
creased  in  value;  not  only  that  part  which  in- 
cludes our  own  produce  and  the  articles  consnmed 
in  the  country,  but  even  that  i»rt  which  is  merely 
the  trade  of  our  merchants,  viz :  the  importation 
of  goods  from  one  foreign  country  in  order  to  ex- 
port them  to  another.  And  this  increase  has  taken 
place,  ootwithstaoding  the  fall  which  our  produce 
sometime  ago  experienced,  and  the  suspenuon  « 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  France.  _  Tait 
proves  that  a  commerce  can  be  protected  withont 
a  navy,  whilst  a  nation  preserves  its  Deutrality. 

Mr.  O.  said,  that  when  we  consider  comm^ 
as  connected  with  a  navy,  we  ought  to  consiaer 
the  price  of  that  navy ;  and  it  will  be  clear  uiat 
a  navy  will  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  all  the 
profits  of  the  trade  put  together ;  profits  whiefa,si 
has  been  shown,  are  unequally  divided  between 
the  merchant  and  the  farmer,  the  farmer  ^c"^ 
ing  less  of  the  beopfirs  and  paying  more  °^J~^ 
expense  of  protection  than  the  meteba»t-  '■^ 
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imulitbe  forgotten  that  countries  are  involved 
ia  war  in  proportion  to  the  exfent  of  their  navies. 
No  miD  could  doubt,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  if,  in  1793, 
we  had  had  twelve  ships  of-the-tine,  we  should 
bare  beeo  involved  in  the  present  war,  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  according  to  the  flactuation  of 
pnbUe  opinion.  And  the  protection  of  commooe 
oaght  to  be  taken  into  considerstion  in  time  of 
wv,  ai  well  as  in  time  d  peace.  Every  one 
mait  be  sensible  of  the  immense  losses  that  must 
be  consequent  on  a  state  of  war. 

Tfae  price  of  this  protection  of  commerce  in 
Bagtaod  has  been  equal  to  the  whole  of  their  im- 
moise  national  debt.  He  believed,  if  the  exports 
and  imports  of  that  country  were  examined,  and 
every  possible  profit  allowed  upon  them,  that  pro* 
fit  would  be  found  to  be  less  than  the  expense  of 
tbdrnavy.  It  is  no  consolatioo  to  us,  >t  is  no  ar- 
goment  against  naval  expenses  to  be  told  by  the 
mtlemaQ  from  South  Carolina,  that  England 
us  spent  more  by  land  wars  than  by  sea,  and  with 
less  success;  but  the  fact  is  that  a  great  part  of 
those  land  wars  may  be  fairly  ascribe  to  her  na- 
vy—ber  streo^h  by  sea  having  more  than  once 
been  the  principal  reason  which  indneed  her  to 
provoke  wars,  that  might  otherwise  have  been 
avmded.  Had  it  not  been  for  that  cause,  the  de- 
faee  and  conquest  of  colonies,  and  the  expensive 
and  froitless  attempt  to  subdue  America,  never 
would  have  been  attempted.  Notwithstanding 
tbe  great  industry  and  ingenuity  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain — notwitbstaodiog  their  extensive 
manafaetures  and  wealth,  the  CKtvemmeot  of  that 
eooatry  has  laid  its  hands  uprai  all  the  surplus 
capital  o(f  the  nation,  and  applied  it  to  the.use  of 
her  navy  and  anny. 

Bat  what  wilt  be  the  cost  of  a  navy  here?  Tbe 
House  will  remember  that  statements  have  been 
jKodnced  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
by  the  genuemao  from  Virginia,  and  by  himself, 
which  were  not  materially  different  from  each 
eAer.  Two  facts  appear  well  ascertained ;  the 
oae,  that  this  fleet  ia  to  be  built  and  equipped  out  of 
tbe  uoeeeds  of  loans ;  and  tfae  other,  that  its  peace 
estudisbmeut  must  depend  upon  the  land-tax, 
which  at  present  is  only  laid  for  one  year.  These 
facts  are  not  disputed.  And  this,  said  Mr.  Q, 
leads  me  to  notice  the  loan  which  is  now  adver- 
liied,  and  about  to  be  opened. 

This  loan  is  to  consiM  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
at  eight  per  cent.,  irredeemable  for  ten  years.  It 
iaout  of  this  mtmey,  that  we  must  build  our  fleet. 
A  fleet  which  is  not  to  be  put  into  commissioo  for 
two  years,  and  may  not  be  wanted  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Buropean  war.  He  would  go  far- 
ther, and  say,  that  not  only  this  fleet  is  to  be  paid 
for  out  of  this  loan,  but  it  is  meant  to  be  a  cover 
fin  this  loan.  So  far  aa  relates  to  tbe  terms  of 
dus  loaa,  if  he  might  give  his  opinion  upon  it,  he 
tboQght  the  rate  of  interest  too  great ;  when  it  is 
illed,  tt  will  be  filled  by  banka  and  foreigners ;  or 
•1  least  the  wbote  of  it  that  will  not  be  subscribed 
by  banks  will  eventtmlly  fall  into  the  bauds  of  for- 
c^ers.  [The  Spiakeb  asked  whether  the  gentle- 
BMm  from  Penasylvania  thought  these  o&erva- 
—  m  Older  ?j  ladiibit^y  so,  said  Mr.O.,  as  I 


mean  to  establish  the  fact  that  if  we  do  not  pass 
this  bill,  we  shall  either  want  to  borrow  to  a  less 
amount,  or  perhaps  have  no  occasion  for  this  loan, 
and  that  thereforethis  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  He  had 
said,  that  not  only  the  interest  to  be  given  for  this 
loan  is  too  great,  but  we  shall  have  to  pay  it  to  for- 
eigners, which  will  be  sending  $400,000  a  vear 
out  of  the  country.  If,  indeed,  we  have  a  real  ne- 
cessity for  money,  and  it  can  be  got  on  reasonable 
terms  from  abroad,  it  would  be  nebt  to  get  it  from 
that  quarter ;  but  when  we  consider  that  we  are  to 
pay  them  an  extravarant  premium  for  their  mo- 
ney, it  is  an  additional  reason  why  we  should  not 
borrow  it,  if  we  can  possibly  do  without  it.  Our 
revenue  is  allowed  by  all  to  amount  to  ten  minions, 
and  our  expenses  for  the  present  year,  exclusively 
of  this  additional  navv,  to  be  eleven  and  a  half 
millions;  and  that  if  this  bill  does  not  pass,  we  shall 
therefore  want  at  all  events,  and  at  mc^t,  but  one 
million  and  a  half  on  loan:  and  although  therefore, 
it  should  feem  that  if  this  bill  does  pasu,  we  shall 
want  but  two  millions  and  a  half,  yet  this  bill  is 
meant  to  cover  the  whole  loan ;  ana  it  is  probable 
that  the  two  millions  and  a  half,  remaining,  which 
possibly  may  be  lent  to  ns  at  the  rate  of  eight  per 
cent,  by  the  banks  themselves,  will  be  applied  to 
repay  to  the  banks  the  delH  for  which  we  now  pay 
them  only  six  per  cent.  If,  on  the  contrary,  this 
bill  is  rejected,  we  may  either  take  only  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  on  loan,  or  by  repealing  the  law 
passed  last  year  for  an  additional  ariny,  of  which 
we  stand  in  no  need  at  present,  the  whole  of  tbe 
loan  might  be  set  aside  by  repealing  the  law  which 
authorizes  it.  The  more  money  we  borrow,  the 
further  we  shall  go  forward  in  these  schemes,  and 
tbe  higher  interest  we  shall  pay.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  said,  we  pay  no  more 
for  interest  than  Great  Britain  pays.  He  did  not 
believe  this  to  be  a  fact.  He  did  not  know  that 
that  country  ever  paid  more  than  six  per  cent  on 
the  money  they  received,  and  as  to  the  nominal 
capital  they  borrowed,  it  wu  of  little  consequence 
to  them,  since  the  idea  of  paying  that  principal 
was  abandoned.  There  the  amount  yearly  {aid 
was  the  real  debt — its  nominal  amount  an  imagi- 
nary superstructure.  But  supposing  Ghreat  Brit- 
ain did  pay  eight  per  cent:  what  consolation 
would  that  be  to  usT  Certainly  none. 

When  the  fleet  {Hioposed  is  created,  it  must  be 
supported  in  peace  as  well  as  war.  No  estimate, 
as  he  before  observed,  has  yet  been  made  of  the 
peace  establishment ;  bui  he  would  show,  by  ano- 
ther statement,  that  if  we  go  on  with  this  fleet, 
the  increase  of  debt  which  it  will  occasion  in  four 
years,  will  render  it  necessary  to  make  the  land- 
lax  a  permanent  tax.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  indeed  told  us,  that  our  population 
and  our  means  increase  in  so  rapid  a  way,  that 
we  might,  without  being  frightened  or  astpnisb'ed, 
go  on  toinereaaeourdebtto  ten,twenty,or  thirty, 
millions  of  dollar^  that  the  debt  which  we  now 
consider  large,  will,  in  a  few  years  hence,  when 
oor  means  shall  be  thus  increased,  appear  a  mere 
trifle.  So  that,  according  to  that  gentleman,  we 
are  constantly  to  increase  our  taxes,  in  proportion 
not  only  to  our  [weaent  means,  resources,  and  pop- 
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ulatioo.but  in  proportion  to  wbat  we  expect  tbey 
may  hereafter  oe.  And  to  what  purpose  is  that  in- 
crease of  taxatioo  to  be  applied?  Not  to  the  dis- 
charge  of  our  present  debt ;  not  to  the  encouri^e- 
ment  of  agricultorCj  toanufftctures,  or  aoythiDg 
really  useiul  to  society — but  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  of  a  large  debt  which  we  shall  create 
in  the  establishment  of  a  nary ;  and,  because  it  is 
supposed  that  we  may  hereafter  be  able  to  pay 
this  interest,  we  are  told  that  we  ought  to  pass 
this  bill  without  hesitation. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  gare  credit  to  the  candor  of  the 
gentteman  from  South  Carolina ;  it  was  coming 
to  the  point  at  once.  This  bill  caonot  be  passed, 
without  contemplating  a  debt  of  this  kind.  Mr. 
G.  said,  be  had  made  a  statement  for  four  years 
to  come,  upon  the  ground  that  our  present  expen- 
ses will  continue  wbat  they  are;  that  in  relation 
to  the  vessels  proposed,  it  will  take  two  years  to 
build  them,  and  that  they  will  not  come  into  com- 
mission until  the  third  year.  He  had  taken  the  es- 
timate on  the  table  for  the  cost  of  the  vessels, 
(though  there  is  reason  to  fear  they  will  cost  dou- 
ble the  sum  at  which  they  are  estimated,)  and 
reckoning  nothing  for  repairs  for  the  four  years. 
In  1799  our  expenses  will  be  -  $12,750,000 

1800  -  14,850,000 

1801  -      -      .      .  15,450,000 

1802  -      -      -      .  16,750,000 
Our  revenue,  Mr.  G.  said,  as  be  had  before 

Ehown  is  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  therefore, 
whatever  our  expenses  are,  above  that  sum,  must 
be  met  by  either  borrowing  money,  or  providing 
new  taxes.  The  excess  of  expenditure  over  our 
actual  revenue  for  four  years,  will  be,  according 
to  this  estimate,  919,800,000.  From  this  sum 
must,  indeed,  be  deducted  a  part  of  the  Dutch 
debt,  of  $2,300,000}  the  payment  of  which  is  in- 
cluded in  the  above  statement,  and  leaves  an  in- 
crease of  debt  or  taxation  of  $17,500,000.  The 
interest  on  this  increase  of  debt,  if  no  new  taxes 
shall  be  laid,  will  lay  upon  us  a  perpetual  addi- 
tional burden  of  $1,500,000. 

This  principle  is  not  denied,  but  it  is  contem- 
plated by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and 
contemplated  with  boldness.  Mr.  G.  confessed  he 
did  not  think  a  sum  of  this  kind  worthy  of  so  lit- 
tle consideration.  The  gentleman  says,  we  shall 
be  able  to  bear  it.  This,  I  doubt  not,  said  Mr.  G. ; 
if  it  must  be  paid,  we  must  bear  it.  But  the  gen- 
tlemen goes  on  to  say,  that  we  pay  leds  than  any 
other  nation,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  complain. 
Mr.  G.  did  not  know  this,  and  wished  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  brought  forward 
facts  to  have  proved  it.  He  knew  that  we  pay 
less  than  Gh^t  Britain,  Holland,  or  France ;  but 
he  knew,  also,  that  we  are  only  about  beginning  a 
mtem,  which  has  been  in  operation  in  Great 
Britain  for  a  century,  in  France  for  a  century  and 
a  hali^  and  in  Holland  for  two  centuries.  He  was 
not  surprised,  therefore,  that  we  should,  at  this 
time,  pay  less  taxes  than  those  countries ;  but,  pay- 
ing what  we  do  at  present,  if  we  follow  their  steps, 
as  we  are  now  proposing  to  do,  by  building  a  navy, 
and  increasing  our  debt,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that, 
before  our  system  has  been  as  long  in  existence  as 
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theirs  have  been,  we  shall  pay  as  much  as  they 
do.  What,  asked  Mr.  G.,  do  we  pay  now?  To 
the  General  Qovernment  ten  millions  of  ddUn. 
How  much  do  we  pay  to  the  State  Gtovemments  1 
How  much  for  poor  rates,  county  taxes,  *c.1 
Suppose  these  do  not  exceed  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  that  will  make  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  to 
be  paid  by  four  millions  of  white  people — about 
three  dollars  a  head  annually.  He  did  not  think 
ibis  a  very  low  tax.  He  recollected  that,  just  be- 
fore the  French  Rerolution  took  place,  according 
to  Mr.  Necker's  calculations,  notwithstanding  the 
corruptions,  abuses,  and  oppressions  of  that  Gov* 
emmeot,  the  taxes  upon  an  average  were  not  five 
dollars  a  head.  Before  the  American  war,  in 
Great  Britain  the  annual  taxes  were  about  ten 
millions,  which,  divided  among  eight  millions  of 
people,  was  about  twenty-five  shillings  sterling,  or 
about  five  dollars  and  a  half  a  head ;  and,  wnoi 
we  consider  the  immense  wealth  of  that  country 
and  ihe  extravagance  of  the  Ooremment,  and 
compare  it  with  oiir  situation,  it  must  be  allowed 
that  the  sum  which  we  pay  is  by  no  means  ineon- 
siderable.  He  believed  that  the  money  now  rais- 
ed from  the  people  was  quite  as  much  as  could  be 
raised  with  convenience.  He  knew  we  could  raise 
more,  but  he  believed  not  without  inconvenience 
to  the  people.  In  the  country,  the  (|[nantity  of  cir- 
culating medium  is  so  small  that  it  will  be  with 
difficulty  that  the  present  taxes  will  be  paid.  It 
was  on  this  account  that  the  land  tax  had  proved 
so  unpopular  in  some  parts  uf  the  Middle  States, 
where  the  people  had  always  been  remarkaUefn* 
their  attachment  to  the  General  Government;  and 
it  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  saying  that  taxes  are 
heavy  enough,  when  people  who  cannot  be 
charged  with  being  anti-F»deralists,  Jacobin^  or 
disorganizers.  complain  bitterly  of  the  weight 
which  tbey  already  bear.  In  the  part  of  the  emuip 
try  where  he  live^  he  knew  tha^  to  pay  the  in- 
ties  on  excise,  ana  the  direct  tax,  would  require 
more  money  than  there  was  circulating  medium, 
and  that  they  could  not  be  paid  two  years,  unless 
a  greater  quantity  of  money  was  expended  there 
by  Government,  in  the  purchase  of  produce,  than 
the  amount  of  toe  taxes. 

Having  considered  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  for  the  Navy  is  to  be  raised,  and  the  de- 
gree of  protection  which  it  is  calculated  to  afford, 
he  would  now  consider  the  Navy  as  an  instru- 
ment of  power.  And  he  believed  that  this  was 
not  the  least  favorite  object  of  the  supporters  of 
this  bill.  He  agreed  that  navies  bad  always  been 
great  engines  of  war  and  conquest.  So  far  as  a 
navy  would  tend  to  create  new  officers,  or  to  cause 
new  contracts,  it  would  be  the  means  of  extending 
the  power  of  administration  at  home ;  and.  so  fiu' 
as  this  might  be  the  object,  it  would,  doabtleas,  be 
answered ;  but  be  meant  to  consider  it  only  as  an 
instrument  of  power  abroad. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  navies  had  been  princi- 
pally employed  for  the  protection  of  colonies 
abroad,  or  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong  in  the  rank  of  nations.  In 
relation  to  colonies,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  want  no  nary, 
,  as  we  have  none,  and  he  hoped  never  abonld  hare 
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tDf.  He  trasted  it  would  be  our  policy  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  OUT  immense  territory,  without  seeking 
for  wealth  in  foreign  conquests  and  establish- 
meais.  In  relation  to  the  West  Indies,  though 
thef  lie  near  as,  he  considered  a  project  of  obtam- 
ioff  possession  of  tboae  islands  as  the  most  fatal 
pobey  that  could  he  adopted }  he  hoped  we  should 
alwavs  trade  with  them,  but  nerer  possess  them. 
Ye^  if  we  have  no  use  for  our  navy,  after  we  have 
got  it,  the  having  a  fleet  may  be  made  use  of  as  an 
atgnment  for  eodeaToring  to  obtain  some  part  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  otherwise  extending  our 
power. 

As  an  instrument  of  power,  howerer,  and  as 
HKh.  he  was  persnaded,  eentlemen  were  chiefly 
io  faVor  of  it,  it  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  its  other 
object,  viz :  to  protect  commerce,  by  invoWing  us 
in  wars,  and  inducing  us  to  interfere  in  the  politi- 
cal interest  of  Europe.  The  Navy  will  injure 
commerce  in  another  respect,  by  raising  the  wages 
at  seamen,  which  it  must  do,  unless  we  adopt  the 
Brltisb  mode  of  pressing  men;  a  practice  which, 
at  present,  he  did  not  beTiere  would  meet  with  the 
tppn^ion  of  this  Legislature. 

Bat,  in  what  manner  is  this  navy  to  be  applied, 
in  order  to  give  us  a  weight  in  the  scale  of  Euro- 
petaoations?  And  whalarethegeneralpolitical 
objects  of  the  supporters  of  this  new  establish- 
ment 7  As  an  inducement  to  pass  this  bill  we  are 
told,  on  this  door,  that  the  navy  of  Great  Britain 
has  enabled  her  to  assume  the  first  rank  among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and,  above  alt,  to  curb  the 
aaibition  of  France.  From  higher  authority,  we 
have  beard  that  it  is  a  most  desirable  object  to  pre- 
reot  that  relapse  into  barbarism  with  which  that 
Mtion  threatens  Europe.  And,  at  the  opening  of 
the  first  session  of  this  Congress  the  President  of 
the  United  States  told  us: 

"It is  a  natnial  ptriiey  for  a  nation  that  studies  to  be 
MUltal,  to  consult  with  other  nations  engaged  in  the 
MM  Btodis*  and  pmrsoits." 

Will  not  DOW  the  rererse  of  that  proposition  be 
mpported  f  Will  it  not  be  said,  that  it  is  a  natu- 
nu  policy  for  a  nation  that  studies  nof  to  be  neu- 
tral, to  consult  with  other  nations  engaged  in  the 
same  pursuit  1  And  if,  under  the  impression  of 
the  first  sentiment,  an  embassy  to  Prussia  origi- 
nated, will  not  the  Administration,  under  their 
pKseat  impressions,  throw  this  navy  in  the  scale 
of  a  new  coalition  against  France,  form  a  more 
intimate  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  and  seek 
for  nations  engaged  in  similar  pursuits  with  them- 
selves, by  sending  embassies  to  Russia  and  Con- 
stantinople  ?  Our  navy  is  intended  for  the  com- 
mon service  of  mankina.  The  united  banners  of 
Mahoinetand  of  America  are  to  establish  true  re- 
ligion in  France.  And,  in  order  to  check  a  re- 
hpse  into  feudal  barbarism,  io  order  to  promote 
civilization  in  Europe,  we  are  to  receive  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Tartars  of  Russia,  of  the  Cossacks 
of  the  Ukraine,  of  the  Mamelukes  of  Egypt,  aud  of 
the  Moors  of  Africa.  These  are  designed  as  our 
hopeful  allies;  and  I  should  think,  continued  Mr. 
G.,  that  instead  of  wasting  the  treasure  and  shed- 
ding the  blood  of  the  freemen  of  America  in  this 
new  crusade,  oar  quota,  to  make  the  wht^e  a  ho- 
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mogeneous  tnass,  ought  to  consist  of  Gherokees 
and  Mohawks. 

I  am  alaroied,  said  Mr.  G.,  at  the  idea  of  creat- 
ing a  navy  with  a  view  of  throwing  our  weight 
into  the  political  scales  of  Europe ;  it  is  carrying- 
our  views  beyond  all  rational  bounds.  The  ex- 
cesses of  the  French  Revolution,  the  dislike  which 
we  have  to  some  of  their  writings,  their  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  religious  establiahments,  and 
our  great  desire  to  restore  religion  and  order,  in- 
duce us  to  believe  that  we  ought  to  take  an  active 
part  in  bringing  France  to  her  senses ;  it  appears- 
desirable  to  the  friends  of  this  bill,  that  we  should 
spend  our  blood  and  treasure  to  prevent  or  cure 
these  evils.  Mr.  G.  owned  he  had  no  such  wish. 
I  know  not,  salQ  he.  whether  I  have  heretofore 
been  indulging  myself  in  a  visionary  dream ;  but 
1  had  conceived,  when  contemphting  the  situation 
of  America,  that  our  distance  from  the  European 
world  might  have  prevented  our  being  involved 
in  the  mischievous  politics  of  Europe,  and  that  we 
might  have  lived  in  peace  without  armies  and 
navies,  and  witbout  being  deeply  involved- in  debt. 
It  is  trufc  in  this  dream  he  haa  conceived  it  would 
have  been  our  object  to  have  become  a  happy,  and 
not  a  powerful  nation ;  or,  at  least,  no  way  power- 
ful, except  for  self-defence.  He  had  uot  conceived 
that  power  was  to  be  accumulated  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  and  a  few  other  persons,  in  order 
to  increase  our  weight  in  Europe,  or  with  a  view  of 
feeding  the  ambition  of  these  individuals. 

To  be  happy,  as  we  have  heretofore  been,  ought^ 
in  his  opinion,  still  to  be  our  object;  for,  said  Mr. 
G.,  when  we  enter  upon  the  career  proposed  to  us. 
do  we  know  where  to  stop  t  When  we  are  told 
that  an  increase  of  debt  is  contemplated,  according 
to  the  increase  of  our  population,  it  is  an  avowu 
that  we  mean  to  follow  the  example  of  the  great 
nations  of  Europe. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  Q.  said,  produced  an 
alarm  in  his  mtnd,  at  this  bill,  and  would  deter- 
mine him  to  vote  against  it.  He  trusted  that,  after 
the  present  popular  fervor  had  ceased,  our  succesa* 
ors,  guided  Dy  public  opinion,  would  pat  a  stop  to 
schemes  of  this  kind;  and  he  did  believe  that,  if 
the  House  could  have  firmness  enough  to  reject 
this  bill,  though  the  popular  opinion  might,  in 
some  quarters,  be  in  favor  of  it  at  present,  wnen 
the  subject  came  to  be  seriously  considned  by  the 
people,  the  im  policy  of  the  measure  would  be  seen, 
and  the  measure  never  again  be  proposed  with  any 

Prospect  of  success.  However,  whatever  might 
e  the  public  opinion  upon  the  subject,  he  must 
comply  with  his  own  convictioos  of  its  evil  effects, 
and  oppose  its  passage. 

Before  he  sat  down.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  take 
Dotice  of  a  quotation  which  had  been  made  from 
the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  high  in  office  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  always  disposed  to  listen 
to  the  opinions  of  men  superior  in  telenta  and  in- 
formation, and  to  none  more  than  to  those  of  a 
gentleman  for  whose  integrity  and  abilities  he  en- 
tertained the  highest  respect.  But  still,  after  a  fair 
examination,  he  believea  them  erroneous;  his  au- 
thority would  not,  with  him,  be  an  ar^mait  for- 
cible enough  to  abandon  his  own  sentiments  an^ 
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to  induce  him  to  vote  for  a  measure  which  that 
^Dtleraan  had  recommended  fifteen  years  ago. 
Vet,  if  he  understood  the  quotation,  there  was 
nothing  in  it  applicable  to  our  present  situation. 
Th^t  {^ntleman  had,  fifteen  jrears  ago,  gone  on  a 
supposition,  then  not  improbable,  that  we  should 
not  apply  our  resources  to  an  increase  of  debt; 
that  we  should  hare  no  assumptioo,  no  perpetual 
fondiag  system ;  and  be  proTed  (he  practicability 
of  a  nary  on  the  supposition  (bat  Yirgiaia  for  her 
quota  might  pay  a  million  of  dollars  toward  it. 
Nor  bad  that  gentleman  any  idea  of  our  baring,  at 
the  same  time,  a  standing  army  of  14.000  men. 
But  now,  without  a  fleet,  our  present  expenses  are 
already  ten  millions  of  dollars,  two  millions  of 
which  are  paid  by  the  State  of  Virginia.  Can 
Virginiaj  under  these  circumstances,  pay  the  addi- 
tioiuU  million  for  that  purpose  1  Tne  question  is 
not  whether  we  might,  wtthont  inconvenience,  in 
case  we  had  not  swelled  up  oar  debt  to  near  ninety 
millions  of  dollars,  and  in  ease  we  had  not  it  in 
prospect  to  spend  four  or  fire  millions  a  year  on 
armies,  apply  four  or  fire  millions  a  year  on  a  navy, 
but  whether  it  is  proper,  at  this  time,  to  add  that 
burden  to  those  we  already  bear? 

Wbeo  Mr.  Oallatin  bad  concluded — 

Mr.  JosiAH  Pabker  said,  be  would  not  have 
troubled  the  House  again  on  this  subject  bad  it 
not  been  for  an  observation  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
EaoLEaTON.)  He  had  said  be  did  not  expect  to 
change  a  rote  in  this  House,  nor  did  he  believe 
he  would.  He  says  our  commerce  has  increased 
without  a  navy  ;  but  be  knows  not  what  it  would 
have  done  if  we  had  had  a  navy.  But  ibe  senti- 
ment which  had  concerned  himself,  and  upon 
which  he  rose  principally  to  remark  was, "  that  he, 
Mr.  P.  did,  not  seem  to  care  bow  much  was  ex- 
pended upon  naries  and  armies,  though  it  was 
drawn  from  the  industrius  fathers  of  numerous 
families;  or  how  much  was  taken  from  the  bee  to 
rapport  the  drone."  Mr.  P.  thonght  such  a  sen- 
timcDt  rerr  unfkir  as  applied  to  him,  since, 
though  he  bad  erer  been  a  supporter  of  a  nary, 
he  had  always  been  opposed  to  a  standing  army 
as  much  as  that  gentleman  or  any  other. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked,  what 
our  six  sevenly-four-gun  ships  would  be  able  to 
do  against  the  powerful  nations  of  Europe  ?  Mr. 
P.  did  not  believe  they  were  intended  to  fight 
those  Powers,  but  to  be  used  for  the  protectioo  of 
our  own  coast  and  our  own  commerce ;  and  think- ; 
ing  anary  the  best  and  most  natural  defence  of 
this  country,  he  was  in  faror  of  iL 

The  European  Powers  have  distant  possessions ; 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Holland,  have  territo- 
ries in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  and,  of  course, 
a  great  part  of  their  nary  is  employed  abroad ;  and 
if  either  of  these  Powers  be  at  war  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  others  would  not  likely  be  at  war 
with  the  same  European  Power.  In  this  case  our 
small  navy  would  enable  us  to  annoy  the  raluable 
trade  of  either  Great  Britain,  France,  or  Spain, 
in  our  neighborhood,  and  keep  us  secure  at  home, 
without  the  expense  of  a  military  establishment, 
except  troops  enough  to  garrison  our  extensive 
frontiers.    We  bare  nothing  to  appreheod  from 


[Februabt,  1799. 


invasion  from  one  nation,  since  she  has  heretofore 
failed  in  her  attempt  to  subdue  us;  the  attempt 
having  ended  in  her  disgrace,  and  our  independ- 
ence. France,  if  she  had  a  navy,  might,  perhaps, 
be  able  to  succeed  in  an  attempt  of  this  kmd.  Tba 
event  might,  at  least,  be  douhiful,  and  the  repd- 
liog  of  such  an  attack  might  be  attended  with 
great  expense,  and  produce  great  rarages.  He 
bad  no  doubt  the  French  have  the  inclinatiun  to 
make  the  attempt,  since  it  is  clear  that  their  aim 
is  universal  dominion.  This  efibrt  was  feebly 
made  by  Louis  XIV. ;  but  as  the  energies  of  that 
nation  are  now  in  action,  and  supported  by  mili- 
tary enthusiasm,  they  hare  advanced,  unhappily, 
too  far  in  this  career;  a  great  part  of  Europe 
and  Italy  hare  either  been  conquered  or  revt^a- 
tionized,  and  the  rest  paralyzed.  Africa  now  bend* 
under  its  weight,  and  Asia  is  threatened,  and 
trembles  for  its  fate ;  and,  after  haring  extended 
their  arms  to  every  other  quarter,  if  they  could 
get  together  a  navy  for  ths  purpose,  he  should  ex- 
pect them  to  make  tbe  attempt  upon  us.  W^c 
ought,  therefore,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  ptrepare  to  meet 
such  an  event,  be  the  expense  what  it  may.  thoiwli 
he  did  not  expect  it  at  present.  France,  said  b% 
seems  to  bare  seized  the  truncheon  of  Mars,  and 
and  wields  it  successfully  in  two  quarters  of  tbe 
world,  and  yet  she  is  not  satisfied — and  Ne|itane 
has  yielded  his  trident  to  Great  Britain  ;  but  w« 
may  expect,  at  some  future  day,  when  our  unfledged 
Kagle  has  attained  full  plumage  and  vigor,  that 
it  will  explore  its  vast  aquatic  domains,  and 
snatch  the  trident  from  tbe  hands  of  proud  Albion, 
and  bring  it  to  America.  That  day  may  be  di>- 
tant.  but  the  time  must  come,  when  the  United 
States  will  give  laws  to  the  world.  If  so^  ha 
hoped  we  shmild  make  tbem  good,  and  let  ihm 
family  of  mankind  be  happy. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  we 
are  raising  a  navy  to  carry  oo  a  trade,  one  half  of 
which  does  not  consist  of  the  produce  of  thia 
country,  or  of  articles  consumed  in  the  country. 
Mr.  P.  thought  this  a  happy  circumstance ;  it  gave 
full  employment  to  our  seamen,  to  our  carpenters, 
smiths,  &c.,  and  enabled  tbe  owners  of  our  for- 
ests to  dispose  of  their  timber  to  adrantage,  and 
was  the  means  of  keeping  up  a  valuable  nursery 
of  seamen  ;  and,  said  he,  it  is  as  natural  for  men, 
born  on  the  sea  shore,  to  seek  for  a  living  upon  the 
sea,  as  it  is  for  men,  born  in  the  woods,  to  lire  bf 
game. 

And  is  it  not  reasonable,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  oui 
citizens,  engaged  in  commerce,  should  bare  their 
property  protected ;  for,  if  persons  from  the  back 
woods,  bringing  down  their  produce  by  land  or  by 
water  to  market,  were  met  by  a  banditti  who  should 
take  it  from  them,  would  they  not  have  cause  of 
complaint,  if  no  redre»8was  afforded  them?  If 
so,  they  certainly  would ;  and  some  defence  ought 
to  be  given  to  our  citizens  oo  the  ocean,  to  which 
we  hare  more  right  than  any  other  nation,  baring 
a  more  extensive  margin  on  the  water  than  any 
other  Power  in  the  Northern  hemisphere. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylranu  spoke  of  tb* 
Hanse  towns  as  baring  great  trade  and  no  navy. 
It  would  not  be  in  their  power  to  maintain  a  navy  ( 
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tbey  depend  for  protectioo  upon  the  armies  of 
Qermaoy.  These  free  towns  are  left,  by  common 
eoosent,  to  supply  the  belligerent  Powers  with 
wliat  tbey  may  have  occasioa  for.  We  have  no 
neighbors  near  us  who  can  do  us  any  injury ;  and 
he  noped  tbis  country  would  never  be  guilty  of 
aggressions  towards  other  nations,  wbicb  should 
give  cause  for  war.  He  believed  we  have  notbiag 
to  apprehend  but  from  France;  but  when  she  had 
accomplished  her  other  objects  of  cooqaest,  she 
luay  turn  her  attention  to  this  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  our 
prodoee  has  sunk  in  value.  This,  ^id  Mr.  P.,  is 
certainly  not  correct.  There  never  was  a  time 
before  toe  present,  war  when  our  produce  was  so 
high  as  at  present.  Tobacco  never  brought  so 
gDod  a  price ;  and  wheat  and  ftour  sell  equally 
well. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  we  carried  on  onr  last 
wsr  without  a  nary.  iMiM  was  not  so;  we  had  a 
iniaU  navy,  Init  we  wnre  nnfortunate  with  it.  Our 
karbors  were  in  the  possession  of  our  enemy.  It 
would  he  recollected  that  thirteen  frigates  were 
ardered  to  be  built  by  the  first  Congress,  but  thejr 
wen  mostly  destroyed  in  our  harlwrs.  Our  pn- 
vateers,  however,  did  much  service. 

Had  it  not  been  for  these,  and  the  few  vessels 
of  war  of  the  United  States,  we  should  not  now 
have  bad  our  seats  in  this  House.  It  is  well 
known  when  General  Washington  invei^ted  Bos- 
ton that  be  had  not  power  to  carry  on  a  siege,  and 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  capture  of  a  British  ord- 
nance and  store  ship,  by  a  schooner  of  the  United 
States,  be  must  hare  abandoned  the  investment. 

Grant  our  merchants  this  navy,  said  Mr.  P., 
and  they  will  spread  our  sails  in  every  jurt  of  the 
ocean,  and  by  that  means  keep  up  the  price  of  our 

{iroduce  \  but,  if  this  is  not  done,  it  will  be  left  to 
breigo  nations  to  come  and  bring  our  produce,  and 
give  us  what  tbey  please  for  it ;  and  give  us  in 
return  articles,  which  we  require,  at  their  own 
price,  as  in  times  of  war  many  merchant  ships 
are  employed  in  transport  service. 

Mr.  P.  was  sorry  to  find  that,  in  all  the  observa- 
tions which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
nuide  on  tbis  subject,  he  insisted  that  but  for  tbis 
navy,  the  loan  and  land  tax  would  he  unnecessary. 
Why  does  not  the  gentleman  tell  the  House  that 
more  than  two-thi^  of  onr  whole  revenue  is  re- 
ceived from  customs,  and  (httt  only  three-fiAhs  of 
what  is  received  from  commerce  is  now  asked  for 
a  navy?  He  tells  you  the  people  in  the  back 
parts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  are  unable  to 
pay  their  taxes,  except  Government  spends  more 
moneyambng  them  than  their  taxes  amount  to.  He 
did  not  know  what  sums  miffht  hereafter  be  spent 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  but  he  knew  that  all 
the  great  expenses  of  the  Government,  since  its 
existence,  except  what  has  been  paid  to  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  had  taken  place  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  Upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  expended  in  the  Western  country  in 
quelling  the  insurrection,  and  in  keeping  up  an 
army  oo  the  Western  and  Soathwestern  Iroa- 
fien. 


The  opposition  to  this  measure  appeared  to  Mr. 
P.  to  be  of  a  piece  with  the  opposition  which  had 
been  shown  to  all  the  other  measures  of  defence 
which  had  been  proposed.  If  any  part  of  the 
country  would  be  more  particularly  benefited  by 
a  navy  than  another,  it  would  be  the  Western 
country,  as  iheir  produce  will  be  convoyed  from 
New  Orleans  by  it. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  should  make  no  further  observa- 
tions oo  this  subject;  nor  should  he  have  made 
these,  but  for  the  remark  of  his  colleague,  which 
he  had  noticed ;  and  concluded  with  saying,  that 
few  on  this  floor  were  more  afi'ecied  by  taxes  laid 
than  him,  as  there  wu  none  which  ne  did  not 
pay  except  that  of  retailing  wines  and  spirits. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  first  stage  of  his  argument, 
had  contended  that  the  naval  armament  proposed 
by  this  bill,  in  addition  to  die  present  estaolidi- 
ment,  would  not  be  su£5cient  to  protect  the  coon- 
toy  against  an  invasion  by  the  superior  fleets  of 
Europe;  yet,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  discourse^  he 
suppc^es  our  navy  traversing  distant  seas,  naviga- 
ting the  Baltic,  in  aid  of  Russia,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean, to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Turk,  and  pur- 
suing projects  of  conquest  and  dominion  to  which 
powerful  navies  only  can  be  adequate.  Did  the 
gentleman  rely  that  the  House  would  forget  the 
ground  which  he  first  assumed,  or  had  he  forgot- 
ten it  himself,  in  wandering  into  the  fields  of  im- 
agination. In  these  excursions  it  most  he  ac- 
knowledged the  gentleman  was  not  so  fortunate 
as  when  he  confined  himsdf  to  facts  and  sober 
reasoning.  Mr.  O.  believed,  however,  that  a  small 
navy  would  be  instrumental  in  defending  the 
country  from  invasion ;  though  the  danger  of  in- 
vasion being  remote,  did  not  furnish  the  most  or- 

Knt  reasons  for  an  immediate  augmentation  of  it 
:t  it  be  remembered,  that  whenever  this  country 
is  invaded,  it  will  not  be  by  the  entire  fleet  of  any 
European  nation,  but  by  a  detachment  only  of 
such  squadrons  as  can  be  spared  from  its  own 
coasts.  The  situation  of  the  country  also  af- 
fords reason  to  hope  and  believe  that  we  shall 
not  be  suddenly  involved  in  any  European  war, 
singly  and  alone.  It  is  by  the  collision  of  other 
nations  that  our  peace  is  endangered,  and  this 
danger  will  be  diminished  by  qualifying  ourselves 
to  act  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  upon  the  sea. 
-When  gentlemen  contend  that  we  have  never 
been  dereoded  by  a  fleet,  let  them  beware  of  de- 
rogating from  the  claims  of  France  in  eflecting 
our  independence;  let  them  not  incautiously  de- 
prive our  former  allies  of  any  portion  of  their  me- 
rit. He  bad  never  bean  charged  with  doing  tbem 
too  much  justice,  but  he  readily  allowed  that 
the  small  fleet  sent  to  our  arsistance  by  Prance 
enabled  us  to  strike  a  blow  which  hastened  the 
termination  of  our  controversy  with  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  a  moderate 
Navy  would  be  always  essentially  useful  in  pro- 
tecting the  entrance  of  our  rivers  and  harbors, 
and  in  the  convoy  of  troops  from  one  part  of  the 
continent  to  another.  Bat,  further,  said  Mr.  O., 
an  argmnent  drawn  from  the  comparative  weat- 
neas  of  any  fleet  which  m  are  aue  to  equips  in 
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competition  with  such  a  force  as  may  possibly  be 
sent  against  us,  is  equally  conclusive  against  the 
fortification  ofour  ports  and  harbors,  noneof  which 
are,  or  probably  ever  can  be,  made  impregnable 
againstan  invading  enemy.  The  objection  is  as 
strong  against  the  fort  now  building  in  the  Dela- 
ware as  against  a  ship-of-the-Iine ;  it  applies  no 
less  to  the  Army  already  established,  wbicK  would 
be  insufficient  m  itself  to  protect  the  country.  It 
is  by  multiplying  the  means  of  annoyance;  it  is 
by  the  co-operation  of  fleets,  of  forts,  and  of  ar- 
mies, that  our  security  must  be  provided  for.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  nad  proceeded  to 
assert  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  commerce  of 
this  country  consists  in  the  carrying  of  foreign 
produce  and  mannfiietures,  from  which  the  agri- 
cultural intoest  derives  no  direct  emolument,  and 
for  which  it  is  uojost  to  tax  them  with  the  sup- 
port of  a  navy.  If  this  assertion  be  true,  why  will 
not  that  gentlenuQ  permit  us  to  institute  a  navy 
sufficient  to  protect  the  other  half,  consisting  in 
the  carriage  of  domestic  produce  1  But  it  is  not 
true.  This  doctrine,  he  supposed,  had  been  a  long 
time  cherished  by  that  gentleman,  but  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  it  so  boldly  avowed  on  that  floor. 
The  carrying  trade  of  foreign  commodities  was 
not,  indeed,  so  beneficial  to  a  country  as  the  car- 
riage of  articles  of  home  growth  and  manufac- 
ture ;  but  the  one  actually  promoted  and  augment- 
ed the  other  by  increasing  the  number  of  ships 
and  of  seamen.  Has  not,  said  he,  the  exportation 
of  OUT  own  produce  increased  at  the  same  time 
that  our  carrying  trade  has  increased?  And  is 
not  the  portion  of  our  shipping  employed  in  this 
exportation  fully;  eqaal  to  the  demand  1  Are  not 
the  riches  acc^uired  by  this  trade  brought  home 
and  expended  m  productive  labor,  and  circulated 
through  every  part  ofour  country  ?  Is  not  a  por- 
tion of  the  surplus  medium  acciutred  by  this  trade 
laid  out  upon  land,  by  which  its  value  is  increas- 
ed, and  iu  improvements  advanced?  And  are 
not  the  landholders  and  cultivators  directly  inte- 
rested in  these  consequences?  Surely,  all  who 
had  heard  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  on  this 
subject  must  have  been  filled  with  astonishment. 
These  objects  are  essentially  connected,  and  this 
country  is  calculated  to  combine  both  with  ad- 
vantage. 

Another  assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania ^ipeared  to  be  addressed  to  those  who 
bad  never  read  the  history  of  any  commercial  na- 
tion, or  extended  their  views  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  own  country.  He  insists  that  the  commer- 
cial prosperity  u*  other  countries  has  not  been 
promoted  by  their  fleets;  and  instances  Holland 
as  a  nation  possessing  an  extensive  commerce  with 
a  small  fleet,  while  Spain  has  a  powerful  fleet  and 
no  commerce.  Mr.  O.  said,  that  in  defiance  of 
that  gentleman's  assertion,  he  was  ready  to  main- 
tain that  110  nation  on  earth  had  ever  carried  on 
an  extensive  and  prosperous  commerce  without 
the  aid  of  a  navy.  The  navy  and  commerce  of 
Holland  grew  up  ti^ther.  and  her  c<^onies,  the 
source  of  hw  opulence,  were  acquired  and  pro- 
tected by  her  fleets.  Tbecommerceof  Spain  was 
originally  extended  and  protected  by  a  nanl  force; 


it  has  been  ruined  by  an  erroneous  course  and 
direction,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  the 
American  mines.  When  the  commerce  of  the 
Hanse  Towns  was  in  its  zenith,  their  fleet  com- 
manded  respect  in  every  sea.  France,  prior  to 
the  administration  of  Colbert,  was  respectable 
neither  as  a  commercial  or  naval  Power.  That 
Minister  bent  his  attention  to  a  navy,  and  her 
trade  flourished  beyond  all  former  example.  All 
these  countries  have  declined  in  commercial  im- 
portance, not  because  they  had  great  navies,  but 
because  they  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  na- 
tion who,  by  ipore  persevering  efforts  and  atten- 
tion to  a  navy,  has  defeated  their  fleets  and  sup- 
planted their  rule.  Why,  sir,  did  the  gentleman 
mention  Hamburg  ?  Do  we  not  know  that  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  have  a  common  interest  in  pre- 
serving Hamburg  as  a  mart  during  the  present 
war ;  and  that  this  city  is  under  the  specud  pro- 
tection of  a  powerful  Monarch?  Yet,  with  these 
advantages,  Hamburg  has  preserved  her  commerce 
and  her  privileges  by  becoming  tributary  to 
France ;  by  sacrificing  her  independence  to  a  mer- 
cantile, calculating,  sordid  spirit — a  spirit  which 
France  expected  to  find  predominant  in  the  policy 
of  this  country,  and  to  amerce  in  the  same  wav ; 
but  they  mistook  the  character  of  our  {people. 
When  we  become  a  nation  of  merchants  without 
public  spirit,  or  of  farmers  destitute  of  patriotism; 
when  our  moneyed  men  shall  be  ready  to  yield 
their  liberties  and  preserve  their  capital,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  we  may  be  likened  to  Hamburg.  It 
might  be  shown  that  other  Republics  besides 
those  mentioned  by  the  gentleman — that  Genoa, 
Venice,  and,  in  a  word,  ttwt  all  commercial  States, 
ancient  and  modern,  attained  the  summit  of  pros- 
perity and  opulence  by  means  of  their  naval 
equipments,  and  that  their  trade  and  their  navies 
decayed  and  perished  by  a  common  fate.  And  it 
would  be  not  less  easy  to  show  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  both  has  been  accelerated  by  internal  dis- 
sensions by  want  of  confidence  in  their  own  Gov- 
ernments, and  by  the  delusion  and  siren  songs  of 
those  who  lulled  them  into  a  false  security  while 
danger  was  near. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  would  hardly  be  expected  that 
he  should  reply  in  detail  to  the  speech  ol  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  the  materials  d  which 
appeared  to  be  collected  at  the  expense  of  much 
time  and  labor,  and  which  was  delivered  at  a  mo- 
ment when  least  apprehended  by  the  Hoosft 
That  gentleman  had  exhibited  new  calciUations 
of  the  expense  attending  this  armament.  It  had, 
however,  been  shown,  by  incontestiUe  documents, 
that  our  ways  and  means  for  the  present  year 
were  abim^ntly  adequate  to  all  our  expenses. 
The  true  question  returns,  Is  the  augmentation  of 
the  Navy  a  measure  essential  to  the  public  wel- 
fare? The  calculations  of  the  gentleman  are 
founded  on  the  assumption  that  this  fleet  is  to  be 
supported  upon  a  war  establishment ;  but  this  will 
not  happen  unlera  we  should  be  enga^  in  a  war 
or  exposed  to  the  danger  of  it,  and  in  that  event 
the  fleet  most  be  supported,  cost  what  it  may. 
But  if  we  escape  a  war,  and  maintain  the  fleet 
only  upon  a  peace  establishment,  a  very  small 
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pCfftioQ  of  the  estimated  expense  will  be  sufficient 
lor  tbat  object.  It  has  been  urged  that  ships 
which  are  now  to  be  put  upon  the  stocks  cannot 
be  gotten  ready  for  any  present  emergency ;  but 
we  must  regard  the  future  as  well  as  the  present ; 
and  the  objection  would  be  alike  pertinent  against 
building  lorts,  completing  the  buildings  at  the 
Federal  City,  or  any  other  measure  dictated  by  a 
prudeot  foresight. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  intro- 
duced the  snbject  of  the  new  loan,  and  of  the 
rate  of  ioteiest  proposed  for  that  loan,  and  takes 
it  for  granted  that  money  will  not  be  borrowed 
hereafter  on  better  terms.  With  respect  to  this 
Joan,  it  was  necessary  to  open  it  on  rach  terms  as 
would  insure  its  beine  speedily  filled.  To  pa- 
nit  it  to  lie  open  montn  after  month  would  have 
made  a  very  unfavorable  impression  of  our  re- 
soarees,  aod  of  the  disposition  of  the  people, 
upon  France  and  all  Europe.  The  precise  rate 
at  which  money  could  be  obtained,  could  not  be 
ascertaioed  before  a  trial,  unless  the  loan  had  been 
confined  to  a  few  rich  and  speculating  characters. 
In  order  to  make  sure  of  it,  it  is  possible  that 
half  per  cent  too  much  may  have  been  offered. 
But  in  several  of  the  States  the  legal  interest  of 
money  is  seven  per  cent ;  and  in  all  the  States 
the  market  rate  of  interestis  much  higher.  This 
loan  is  a  first  experiment,  and  if  it  i^hould  be  filled 
with  greater  eagernesSf  future  loans  may  be  opened 
apoB  raiuced  terms, 'though  he  did  not  believe 
that  recourse  to  this  measure  would  be  necessary 
hereafter.  The  revenue  of  the  country  from  in- 
direct taxes  constantly  increases,  and  he  thought 
that  additional  duties  might  be  laid  upon  imports 
which  would  produce  from  one  to  two  millions. 
But  however  that  may  be,  il'  it  should  become 
necessary  to  borrow  twenty  millions,  to  preserve 
our  independence,  or  defend  our  country,  we 
most  meet  the  expense  without  repining.  The 

freatest  economy  in  our  public  expenses  vras  in- 
ispcmsable,  nothing  should  be  squandered,  but 
the  liberty  and  safety  of  the  country  were  objects 
not  to  be  estimated  by  money.  That  gentleman, 
indeed,  has  condescended  to  show  us  a  mode 
whereby  much  money  may'  be  saved.  By  undo- 
ing the  defensive  measures  of  the  last  session: 
disband  your  army,  dismantle  your  ships,  call  in 
your  cnusers,  proeUim  to  the  world  that  you  are 
reeonciled  to  France,  and  are  coDTtnced  of  her 
liaeerity  1  Confess  that  your  late  professions  of 
a  determined  spirit  of  resistance,  were  the  ebulli- 
tions of  a  temporary  enthusiasm ;  that  you  mean 
to  save  money,  and  for  that  purpose  will  desist 
from  nisiDgan  army  or  a  nary  ;  that  with  folded 
arms  you  are  ready  to  receive  and  patiently  en- 
dure the  blow^  of  the  first  ruffian  that  assaults 
you!  Adopt  this  system  and  doubtless  some 
present  savings  may  be  made.  He  declared,  bow- 
ever,  that  he  saw  nothing  that  should  induce  the 
House  to  relax  a  single  measure  of  defence,  or  to 
repent  of  the  vigorous  measures  already  adopted. 
For  himself  he  gloried  in  the  inconsiderable  snare 
which  bad  fallen  to  him  in  providing  for  the  de- 
fence cf  the  country.  Under  present  circumstan- 
ces he  should  adhere  to  every  titUe  of  the  system, 
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unless  compelled  to  relinquish  it  by  a  majority  of 
that  House.  A  departure  from  that  system  upon 
slight  suggestions  and  vain  hopes,  would  be  truly 
degrading,  and  would  prepare  him  to  bid  fareweO 
to  the  independence  of  his  country. 

Another  favorite  object  of  the  geulleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  seemed  to  be,  to  connect  the  Navy 
with'  the  land  tax,  doubtless  with  a  view  to  trans- 
fer the  odium  aod  prejudice  created  by  that  tax 
to  the  Navy  ;  but  only  a  few  years  since  that  gen- 
tleman wrote  an  elaborate  treatise  to  prove  that 
oiur  ordinary  revenue  would  not  be  equal  to  the 
current  expenses  and  discharge  of  the  public  debt 
without  aland  tax,  and  at  a  time  whoi  no  aug- 
mentation of  the  Navy  was  contemplated.  What 
has  been  the  result  1  The  increased  means,  and 
rapid  growth  of  our  prosperity,  have  baffled  those 
calculations,  and  he  now  contends  that  we  might 
dispense  with  the  land  tax,  but  for  the  Navy,  al- 
though other  expenses  have  considerably  increased. 
Mr.  O.,  bad  no  faith  in  the  former  calculations 
and  predictions,  and  doubted  not  that  the  present 
ones  would  prove  equally  fallacious. 

Another  argument  had  been  drawn  from  the 
scarcity  of  money.  In  the  part  of  the  country 
where  that  gentleman  resides,  be  believes  there 
will  not  be  found  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  taxes 
already  imposed  by  law.  If  this  be  true,  said  Mr. 
O.  that  a  part  of  the  people  are  unable  to  pay 
their  taxes,  it  is  very  clear  that  Qovernment  can- 
not receive  them,  and  in  the  end  they  must  here- 
leased;  but  surely  people  in  this  situation  were 
not  entitled  to  be  gratified  at  tiK  expense  of  those 
who  were  able  and  willing  to  pay.  Shall  the 
body  of  the  nation  be  deprived  of  their  natural 
protection,  and  compelled  to  relinquish  a  favorite 
plan  of  defence,  because  that  plan  is  unpopular 
with  a  set  of  men  who  cannot  pay  their  taxes  1 
Surely  those  who  are  disposed  to  contribute  to 
the  public  defence,  should  not  be  prevented  by 
those  who  are  neither  able  or  disposed.  Mr.  O. 
could  not  forbear  to  express  his  regret  at  hearing 
an  argument,  the  main  tendency  and  design  of 
which  was  to  array  the  commercial  aod  agricul- 
tural interests  of  this  country  againsteach  other. 
He  had  often  touched  upon  this  topic,  and  was 
persuaded  that  a  more  odious,  a  more  ruinous  di- 
vision of  parties  could  never  be  established.  If 
the  body  of  farmers  can  be  persuaded  that  their 
interest  in  the  State  is  distinct  from  that  of  the 
body  of  merchants,  party  dissensions  will  acquire 
a  malignity  that  will  be  appeased  by  nothing 
short  of  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution. 

He  concluded  by  again  declaring  that  he  did 
not  rise  with  the  intention  of  attempting  a  mi- 
nute reply  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman,  but 
only  to  such  of  his  observations  as  appeared  to 
him  deserving  of  the  most  attention. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  he  meant  to  have  given  a 
silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  because  he 
thought  the  subject  had  heretofore  been  suffi- 
ciently discussed ;  but  the  distinction  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  drawn  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  was  so  invidious,  that  he  felt  himself 
called  upontooffer  some  remarks  to  the  oommittee. 
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The  gentletnao  has  stated  this  as  a  new  system, 
as  a  new  era  in  our  affairs.  Mr.  S.  deaied  that 
this  was  the  case.  The  system  had  commenced 
at  the  last  session  ;  74-j{un  ships  were  then  men- 
tioned, and  authority  was  given  to  the  President 
to  provide  six  ships  of  not  less  than  32  euns ;  un- 
der'wiiichauthorityit  was  well  understoodhemight 
have  baiU  74-gan  ships.  It  was  found  tluit  Ws 
could  not  be  bmlt  so  speedily  as  to  answer  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  case.  Indeed,  at  the  time  the  De- 
partment of  the  Navy  was  instituted,  it  was  un- 
derstood that  it  was  done  with  the  view  of  esiab- 
Ushing  a  permanent  nary  for  the  United  States, 
B8  wdi  as  with  a  view  of  economy  in  the  expend- 
iture of  money  in  that  department,  the  neeesu- 
ty  of  which  had  been  shown  in  the  extravagant 
expenditures  which  bad  taken  place  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  frigates. 

Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  our  present  Navy  had 
bad  all  the  effects  ascribed  to  it ;  but  he  believed 
that  it  bad  shown  to  Prance^  that  we  were  de- 
termined not  to  submit  to  their  unjust  treatment, 
and  were  able  to  resist. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  amount  of  the  depredations  com- 
mitted upon  our  commerce  by  France  was  any- 
thing like  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  He  did  not 
think  they  amounted  to  more  than  six  or  seven 
miUitms ;  he  grounded  his  opinion  on  the  follow- 
ing information.  The  two  insnranee  offices  at 
Baltimore,  agreeably  to  an  actual  sitatement  from 
their  presidents,  had  paid  for  losses  sustained  by 
French  captures,  ^50,000  dollars.  He  had  esti- 
mated the  sums  not  insured,  or  paid  by  the  other 
officers,  at  450,000  dollars,  making  one  million  for 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  The  documents  on  the 
table  show  the  commerce  of  Baltimore  to  be 
equal  to  one  fifth  of  that  of  the  whole  Union;  the 
losses  might  therefore  be  estimated  at  the  same 
proportion.  This  would  be  five  millions  for  the 
United  States.  He  therefore  conceived  that  sev- 
en mUtiuns  would  be  a  high  estimate. 

By  a  letter  which  he  had  seen  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  North  American  Insurance  Company, 
he  found  thai,  since  the  British  Treaty,  the  pro- 
portion of  French  depredations  to  those  of  Brit* 
isbj  had  been  as  two  to  one.  He  believed  this 
itatemeot  to  be  correct  it  corresponded  with  the 
losses  sustained  by  Baltimore.  In  this  estimate 
the  seizure  of  contraband  goods  was  not  included. 
.  But  it  has  been  said,  that  our  Navy  has  render- 
ed little  or  no  service.  In  his  opinion,  the  con- 
trary would  appear  to  be  true,  from  a  statement  of 
the  North  American  Insurance  Company,  quoted 
for  a  different  purpose,  by  which  it  appears  that 
our  commerce  has  suffered  less  within  the  last  six 
months  from  French  than  from  British  captures. 
He  believed  the  fact,  which  shows  that  our  drmed 
vessds  have  effectually  protected  our  commerce 
against  French  cruisen. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  Mr.  S's 
opinion,  has  taken  the  subject  on  its  true  ground, 
when  he  considered  it  as  connected  with  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  United  States.  Considering 
the  subject  in  that  point  ^  view;  he  had  dassea 
his  argoments  ondor  three  headi,  vis :  as  a  de- 
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fence  against  invasion,  as  a  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  as  an  instrument  of  power;  and  has 
endeavored  to  prove  that  it  will  answer  neither 
of  the  two  first  purposes,  that  it  will  merely  be- 
come an  instrument  of  power,  and  therefore  be  is 
opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  con- 
templated an  invasion  at  present ;  but  is  this  any 
reason  why  it  may  not  hereafW  be  attempted  1 
The  navy  of  France,  it  is  true,  is  nearly  anoifai- 
laied.  We  have  seen  it  similarly  situated  in  the 
days  of  monarchy,  and  raised  again  hi  the  coane 
of  one  war,  so  as  to  meet  the  British  with  eqoal 
force ;  and  he  supposed  they  would  not  do  less 
under  a  republican  than  under  a  monarchical 
Qovernment.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  that 
we  ought  never  to  apprehend  an  attempt  of  thia 
kind.'  He  was  not,  however,  afraid  of  an  inva- 
sion ;  nor  do  the  American  p«)ple  fear  it.  It  was 
for  the  general  good  of  the  nation  that  he  wished 
a  fleet.  When  the  people  of  the  United  States 
associated  and  formed  one  National  Government, 
it  was  for  their  mutual  good.  When  was  protec- 
tion refused  to  that  part  of  the  country  from 
which  the  gentleman  himself  comes?  Did  any 
member  now  in  favor  of  the  Navy  oppose  protec- 
tion to  the  Western  country  when  it  was  wanted? 
They  did  not ;  and  they  have  a  right  to  expect,  in 
their  tunij  protection  to  commerce,  on  which  the 
welfare  of  all  depends.  Can  it  be  expected,  that 
that  quarter  of  the  Union,  which  depends  as  much 
on  shipping  for  support  as  Qreat  Britain  does  upon 
her  manufactures,  will  be  contented  without  this 
protection  1  And  would  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania be  willing  to  give  up  the  advantages  of 
our  carrying  trade  for  the  paltry  consideration  of 
a  few  millions  of  dollars?  He  hoped  and  believed 
that  equal  protection  would  be  given  to  all  oar 
citizens  who  are  equally  entitled  to  it. 

But  the  gentleman  asks,  what  will  six  74*s  do? 
He  should  recollect,  said  Mr.  3.,  that  we  conton- 
plate  twelve  74'3,  and  with  these  we  shall  be  aUe 
to  do  much.  When  the  nations  of  Europe  areat 
war,  we  can  throw onr  force  into  the  scale  against 
that  nation  which  shall  dare  to  insult  our  com- 
merce ;  or  it  is  probable  that  the  idea  that  wemay^ 
do  so,  without  our  doing  it,  will  preserve  us  frooa 
insult.  Let  it  be  considered  that  the  Buropean 
Powers  are  compelled  to  piss  by  our  doors  when 
returning  from  their  West  India  possessions;  and 
if  they  attempt  to  trample  upon  our  trade,  we  ean 
send  these  vessels  out,  and  seize  upon  their  com- 
merce, without  contending  with  their  naval  force. 

Qentlemen  opposed  to  the  Navy  have  said, 
Great  Britain  will  prevent  France  from  coming 
against  us;  but  shall  we  depend  upon  and  throw 
ourselves  into  the  arms  of  another  Power  for  pro- 
tection? It  had  never  yet  been  our  custom  to  do 
thi&,  and  he  hoped  ii  never  would. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  spoken 
of  our  extraneous  trade;  that  out  of  61  milli<MU 
of  exports,  33  millions  were  of  foreign  production, 
whicn,  according  to  that  gentleman,  only  benefitn 
the  merchants  (» the  Un^  Slates;  bat,  said  Mv. 
S.,  this  extraneous  commerce  is  the  produce  of 
the  labor  and  industry  oi  cnr  diinns,  and  it  aos 
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tamly  must  be  of  adrantage  to  the  eonntry,  that  I 
a  commerce  of  61  millioas  has  been  carried  on 
with  a  capital  of  33  millions. 

Bat  the  gentleman  fVom  Peansjrlvania  says,  that 
HoUimd  carries  on  an  extensive  commerce  with- 
ODt  a  nary ;  and  that  Spain,  with  a  nary,  has  no 
commerce.  Mr.  S.  did  not  koow  where  the  gen- 
tlemao  ^t  this  information,  but  certainly  it  is  far 
from  being  correct.  Whilst  Holland  possessed  a 
nary,  she  carried  on  an  immense  trade ;  but,  as 
her  nary  declined,  in  the  same  proportioD  did  her 
commerce  decline.  At  present,  Holland  is  Dot  a 
gremt  trading  nation  in  her  own  ships.  Spain,  it 
IS  said.  Iws  little  coinmeree.  She  hu,  on  the  eon- 
trary,  said  Mr.  S.,  immense  commerce ;  she  has 
CBOBgh  lo  employ  the  whole  of  her  ca[>ital  within 
her  own  dominioiL  This  commerce  is  so  valua- 
ble, that  it  has  always  been  an  object  with  Great 
BritaiUj  in  time  of  war,  to  fall  upoa  the  commerce 
trf*  Spain,  in  order  to  pay  for  her  hard  fought  hax- 
ties  with  France. 

The  gentleman  has  also  spoken  of  the  Hanse 
Towns.  They  had,  said  Mr.  S.,  at  one  period,  a 
navy  superior  to  all  the  world ;  and  compelled 
the  King  of  England  to  receive  their  merchants, 
and  give  them  exclusire  privileges,  evea  io  Loo- 
don,  otherwise  they  captured  tbeir  vessels.  Great 
Britain  attempted  to  crush  them,  but  did  not  im- 
mediately succeed ;  she  increased  her  navy,  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  navy  of  the  Hanse  Towns  fell, 
and  with  it  their  commerce. 

Bat  why,  continued  Mr.  S.,  does  the  gentleman 
compare  this  country  with  Hamhnrgf— a  single 
city— a  spot  of  earth  compared  with  a  great  ua- 
tioD?  Is  the  trade  of  Hambu^  carrira  on  by 
their  own  ships?  No ;  by  our  ships,  and  by  the 
ship*  of  all  the  world.  By  a  reference  to  the 
statements  on  the  table,  it  will  be  seen  what  a 
small  quantity  of  the  Hanse  Town  shipping  visits 
our  ports.  A  great  part  of  their  trade  is  carried 
on  in  Danish  and  Swedish  bottoms.  When  Great 
Britain  attacked  the  commerce  of  neutral  coun- 
tries, Denmark  and  Sweden  armed,  and  obtained 
a  settlement  of  their  differences.  Indeed,  the  Eu- 
ropean nations  depredate  upon  us  because  of  our 
weakness.  He  trusted,  since  we  had  discovered 
something  tike  a  disposition  to  defend  ourselves 
at  sea,  we  should  not  now  act  a  contrary  part. 

It  bad  been  said  we  should  not  be  able  to  man 
oor  ships.    We  were  told  the  same  story,  said  Mr. 

last  year ;  that  onr  sailors  would  tie  taken  to 
man  our  ships  of  war,  and  oar  merchant  ships 
would  not  be  able  to  gel  men.  Bat  no  scarcity 
bad  taken  place  until  lately,  when  such  a  spring 
had  been  given  to  commerce  in  consequence  of 
the  aeearity  from  our  little  fleet,  as  he  had  never 
bdore  witnessed. 

The  gentleman  has  asked,  how  it  was  that 
Hamhuiv  carried  on  its  commerce  without  a 
fleet  t  it  had  been  shown,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  it 
was  protected  by  others.  They  have  money,  and 
what  they  cannot  do  with  men,  they  do  with 
money.  They  have  paid  France  twice  for  their 
neotrality,  and  probably  they  will  again  be  called 
upon. 

It  is  said  that  oar  fleet  will  be  attended  with 
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greater  expense  than  profit.  But,  said  Mr.  S,  there 
is  something  like  honor ;  and  (o  make  a  calcula- 
tioQ  of  this  Kind,  would  be  to  say  that  all  naiioos 
might  rob  us  with  impunity. 

The  genileman  from  Pennsylvania  observed, 
that  our  commerce  had  incrijased,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  spoliations  which  have  been  committed 
upon  it.  This,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  beelf  owing  to  our 
neutral  situation,  and  the  enterprise  of  our  mer- 
chants. But,  notwithstandins;,  be  adds,  our  pro- 
duce has  fallen  in  value.  For  a  while,  Mr.  S. 
said,  it  fell ;  but,  as  soon  as  our  commerce  was  in 
some  d^ee  protected,  it  rose  again,  and  tobacco 
was  never  so  high  as  it  is  at  present.  Floar  has 
also  lately  risen }  indeed,  all  our  produce  has  risen, 
in  proportion  to  the  protection  which  our  com- 
merce nas  received.  Bat  the  genUeman  says,  the 
farmer  pays  more  of  the  expense  of  (he  protec- 
tion of  commerce  and  receives  less  of  profits, 
than  the  merchants.  This,  said  Mr.  S.,  was  mak- 
ing an  invidious  distinction  between  them.  The 
gentleman  cannot  himself  think  this  a  well- 
founded  remark,  or  such  an  one  as  can  have  any 
effect  in  this  House ;  he  means  it  to  have  an  effect 
elsewhere.  It  is  impossible  for  a  merchant  to  be 
benefited,  without  the  farmer  being  also  benefited 
at  the  same  time.  What  was  our  situation  in 
1789,  when  this  Government  commenced  ?  Our 
agriculture  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  our  trade  op- 
pressed by  foreign  nations.  Commerce  almost 
instantaneously  sprung  up,  and  flourished,  and 
agriculture  followed ;  and  we  now,  on  every  field, 
view  the  blessings  which  have  evoy  where  flowed 
in  their  train. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  of 
opinion,  that,  if  ve  had  been  possessed  of  twelve 
ships-of-the-lme  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  we  should,  ere  now,  have  been  parties 
in  iu  He  was  biniself  of  a  different  opinion. 
He  believed,  that  if  we  had  -possessed  these  ves- 
sels, Great  Britain  would  never  have  issued  her 
order  of  the  5th  of  November.  She  would  have 
known  that  her  vessels  to  the  West  Indies  passed 
by  our  doors,  and  that  we  could,  thereforcj  have 
retaliated  upon  her  with  ease.  &ut  knowing  we 
had  no  naval  power,  she  had  acted  as  we  nave 
seen.  France  followed,  and  greatly  exceeded  her 
example.  If  we  had  possessed  the  fleet  now  pro- 
posed, neither  our  commerce  nor  our  honor  would 
have  suffered  in  the  manner  they  have  done  from 
either  nation. 

The  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  also  said, 
reject  this  bill,  and  repeal  your  army  bill,  and  you 
will  save  money  j  but,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  these  are  to 

Elace  the  country  io  a  strong  posture  of  defence, 
e  would  not  surely  dispense  with  them  for  the 
sake  of  a  little  money.  The  natural  defence  of 
this  country  is  a  navy  and  a  welt  regulated  mili- 
tia. If  a  plan  which  he  proposed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion for  newly  organizing  the  militia,  had  been 
adopted,  be  should  nave  been  opposed  to  an  army. 
But  when  he  found  he  could  not  carry  his  point 
in  putting  the  militia  upon  a  better  footing  than 
it  is  at  present,  he  thought  an  army  absolutely 
necessary,  and  bad  voted  for  it 
But  the  gentleman  says,  the  people  in  the  coaa- 
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try,  and  in  those  parts  which  have  alwaa  been 
accounted  the  most  federal,  complain  of  the  direct 
tax.  They  complain,  said  Mr.  8.,  before  they 
know  whether  any  part  of  the  tax  will  fall  upon 
them?  He  believed  very  little  would  fall  upon 
the  country,  but  that  it  would  be  paid  mostly  by 
the  cities.  The  people  who  are  dissaiisfied  have 
yet  paid  Dofhiog.  They  are  told  they  will  have 
■  a  great  deal  tb  pay;  he  doubted  not  they  would 
be  satisfied. 

The  gentleman  had  expected  that  we  mieht 
Jiave  gone  od  in  a  state  of  peace.  So  we  mi^t, 
aaid  Mr.  S.,  if  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  hare 
let  Di  atone.  But,  since  they  will  not,  we  must 
have  a  nary  to  protect  oursefres. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmatiTe — 54  to  4S,  as  follows : 

Ykas— John  Alien,  Oeorge  Baer.Jb.,  Bailey  Barilett, 
Juaet  A.  B*ywd,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Ste- 
phen Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  James  Coch- 
t*B,  'Willnm  Craifc,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  John  Dennis, 
Qeerge  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Foster.  Dwight  Foster,  JonaUian  Freeman,  Henry 
Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  R<^er 
Oriawold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 

St,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L. 
own  or,  Jas.  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  KUtera,  Samnel 
Lyman,  James  Hacbir,  William  Matthews,  I^niel  Mor< 
gan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otta,  Isaac  Parker, 
Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinclmey,  John  Reed,  John 
Rutledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall, 
William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Peieg  Sprague,  George  That- 
cher, Richard  Thomas,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E. 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Wahi,  and  John 
Williama. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blonnt,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Ca- 
bell, Thomas  Claiborne.  William  Charles  Cole  Clai- 
boras,  Jdm  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph' Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmendoi^  William  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jas.  Gillespie,  Andrew 
Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan 
M.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Hobnes,  Walter 
Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Blur  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  An* 
thony  New,  John  Nicholss,  Tompson  J.  Skiiuwr,  Wil* 
liam  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Phil^  Van  Cort- 
land t,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Abraham  Venable,  and 
Robert  WiUiams. 

DOCKS  AND  TIMBER  PGR  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  anthorizinj^  the  establishment  of  docks, 
and  the  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  timber 
few  naral  parposes,  were  sererally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 


TuEeDAY,  February  12. 
Mr.  D.  FoBTER.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  others,  with  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was 
committed. 

Mr.  JosiAB  Parker,  from  the  Nary  Commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  and 
commanders  of  ships  and  vessels  of  tne  United 
Stntes ;  which  was  committed. 


2884 


[Fbbhuart,  1799. 


The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  te> 
spectin^  balances  due  from  iadividual  Sutes  to 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up  and  concurred 
in.  They  went  to  give  the  right  of  jurisdiclioB 
to  the  United  States  of  all  places  whereon  forti- 
fications should  be  built ;  but  reserved  to  ibe 
States  the  right  of  soil,  and  the  right  of  serving 
criminal  and  civil  process  therein. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  ot^nizing  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pupo- 
sei!,  was  read  and  committed. 

A  bill  was  receired  from  the  Senate,  veetiiig 
the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  eases,  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

THE  ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  LiTiNasTOH  presented  a  petition  from  t 
number  of  aliens,  natives  of  Ireland,  resUent 
within  the  United  States,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  alien  law ;  which,  having  been  read,  heraoTed 
to  have  it  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  petiU'oDs 
heretofore  presented  against  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws. 

Mr.  SfiWALL  objected  to  this  reference.  He 
'  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  motion,  which  he  had, 
several  times,  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  risen 
to  make  in  relation  to  petitions  of  this  kind. 
He  could  not  now  offer  it  as  a  reason  whr  he 
should  vote  a^rainst  this  motion.  It  had  all  ai<«g 
appeared  to  htm  that  these  memorials  would  have 
been  better  referred  to  a  select  committee  than  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  As  the  snbjeet  of 
these  pptitions  was  the  order  of  the  day,  be  bad 
intended,  in  order  to  sare  time  and  prerent  unne- 
cessary dbcussion,  to  hare  mored  to  dtschaige 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a  further  con- 
sideration of  these  petitions,  with  a  view  o^afte^ 
ward;'  referring  it  to  a  select  committee.  Indeed, 
he  thought  it  important,  whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  the  business,  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  afforded  of  showing  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
Union  at  large,  the  nature  of  the  complaints  made 
against  these  laws,  from  whence,  and  from  vhom 
tney  came.  Some  of  these  memorials,  it  wis 
seen,  were  presented  by  aliens,  who  not  onlycom- 
plaio  of  the  alien  law,  but  other  acts  of  Congress, 
to  which  our  citizens  make  no  objection ;  and 
who,  it  is  clear,  said  Mr.  S.,  do  not  aim  so  roach 
at  oDiaining  a  repeal  of  the  alien  law^  as,  by  com- 
ptatnin^of  the  Oorernment  of  the  Union,  to  spread 
a  seditious  spirit  ibrough  the  eonntry.  How 
far  this  was  the  case,  he  eonld  not  precitdy  say  i 
but  if  the  business  was  referred  to  a  select  coo* 
mittee,  they  woald,  of  course,  examine  the  merits 
of  thes6  petitions,  and  report  their  opinttm  tbereoa 
to  the  House.  He  hoped,  therefore:,  the  ptesnt 
reference  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  withdraw  bis  motion,  in  order  to 
make  way  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. He  had  listened  to  the  petition  which 
had  been  read,  and  did  not  hear  anything  in 
but  what  related  to  the  case  of  the  petitionen; 
but  he  thought  they  had  gone  further  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  OUT  Conaiitntion  than  was  necesaary 

Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Alien  and  Sediiion  Lava. 


2885 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS.  2886 


FnRVART,  1799.] 


Alien  and  Sedition  Lavsa. 


[H.opR. 


for  their  |>arpose.  He  did  not  wish  the  petitioiiit 
or  oar  citizens  to  be  blended  with  this. 

Mr.  LiriBoaroN  had  no  objection  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  at  the  same  time  tbat  he  must  say  the 
otpjecltoDs  to  this  petition  are  wholly  without 
foandatioD.  The  object  of  these  petitioners  is  to 
obtain  a  repeal  of  a  law  which  is  pointed  at  them, 
and  at  no  other  persons:  and  when  aliens  pray  for 
a  repeal  of  the  alien  law,  shall  we  say  to  them, 
"Ton  shall  not  use  armaments  which  you  think 
will  induce  us  to  repeu  the  law?"  Certainly  not. 
He  would,  howerer,  withdraw  his  motion^  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  confound  this  petition  with  the 
petitions  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sbwall  then  made  his  motion, that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred sundry  memorials  for  the  repeal  of  the 
alien  and  sedition  acts,  he  discharged  from  a  far- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  same  be 
i^erred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Macon  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  any 

rHl  purjKise  eoald  be  answered  by  this  motion, 
it  was  intended  to  save  time,  he  was  sure  it 
would  not  have  that  effect.  If  a  statement  of 
die  contents  of  these  memorials  is  to  be  made, 
thete  will  be  as  much  time  spent  in  agreeing  to  it 
as  in  eonsidering  the  petitions  themselvesi  The 
point  on  which  the  House  has  to  act  is  single  and 
distinct;  the  petitioners  pray  for  a  repeal  of  cer- 
tain laws,  and  it  is,  not.surely  necessary  to  employ 
a  committee  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  doin^  this.  He  apprehended  that  the  effect  of 
tbi«  motion,  if  agreed  to,  would  be,  that  these  pe- 
titions would  not  be  acted  upon  at  all.  The  House 
most  adjourn  on  a  certain  day ;  and  it  was  proba- 
ble that  the  select  committee  might  not  report  till 
within  a  few  days  of  the  close  of  the  session:  To 
lirerent  this  effect,  therefore,  he  wished  the  peti- 
tions now  to  be  considered,  and  their  prayer  either 
granted,  or  rejected,  at  once.  In  the  ca.oe  of  the 
British  Treaty,  when  the  table  was  covered  with 
petitions,  this  was  the  course  teken. 

lAr.  NicHOLAe  observed,  that  by  the  remarks  of 
dw  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  prerions  to 
making  ttiis  motion,  it  appears,  that  this  motion 
baa  a  two-fold  object;  it  is  to  inquire  who  the 
petitiooers  are,  whether  they  are  in  circumstances 
saeb  as  ought  to  call  for  attention,  and  what  are 
the  ^nnds  upon  which  they  pray  for  a  repeal  of 
these  laws.  What  hare  these  inquiries  to  do,  Mr. 
N.  said,  with  the  decision  of  this  House  upon  the 
quertion  as  to  the  propriety  of  repeating  the  laws 
in  question  1  Would  the  gentleman  say.  that  he 
should  be  ready  to  yield  to  the  petition  of  one  de- 
scription of  persons,  and  not  to  that  of  another 
description?  Could  be  say  that  anything  could 
be  drawn  from  these  petitions,  by  analyzing  them, 
which  could  influence  the  determinations  of  the 
HoDse?  He  supposed  the  intention  of  this  mo* 
tioo  wasj  to  give  an  opportunity  to  draw  out  rea- 
sons anmal  repealioff  the  laws,  on  a  supposition 
that  these  laws  wiU  not  be  rejjealed.  Mr.  N. 
heped  this  question  would  he  decided  on  the  rea- 
son of  the  thing,  and  that  a  question  of  import- 
ance, like  that  of  determining  whether  these  ob* 


noxious  laws  should  be  repealed  or  not,  would  not 
be  shifted  to  a  select  committee.  He  conceived 
this  course  was  intended  to  evade  the  question, 
and  to  prevent  that  discussion  which  gentlemen 
are  aware  will  take  place  on  this  question  when- 
ever it  comes  up.  But  gentlemen  might  as  well 
suffer  the  business  to  lake  the  usual  coarse;  for, 
if  thesfe  petitions  are  thus  referred,  any  person 
would  be  at  liberty  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  these  laws,  upon  which  the  same 
discussion  might  take  place  as  upon  these  ped- 
tions. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favor  of  the  reference^ 
because  he  thought  the  business  would  be  better 
matured  in  a  select  committee  than  it  could.be  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  committee  would  soon  make  their  report;  and 
when  they  do,  the  same  opportunity  will  be  af- 
forded for  debate  that  would  be  afforded  in  case 
the  petitions  were  immediately  acted  upon. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  in  favtir  of  the  motion, 
as  it  would  bring  a  distinct  proposition  before  the 
House.  He  had  a  desire  to  see  the  petitions 
which  had  come  to  the  House  analyzed,  as  he 
found  they  were  not  only  from  our  citizens,  but 
from  aliens;  and  also  found  that  even  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Sabbath  have  been  broken  in  opon 
to  obtain  signatures  to  them. 

Mr.  EooLGBTON  hoped  this  motion  wpuld  not 
pass.  This  House,  he  said,  must  have  two  objects 
in  view ;  the  one  to  treat  the  petitions  with  that 
respect  which  is  due  to  them,  and  the  other  to 
decide  upon  their  merits  in  the  least  objectionable 
and  shortest  way.  If  gentlemen  consult  these  two 
poiots,  they  will  not  concur  in  the  present  propo* 
sition.  What  will  be  the  course  taken,  if  the  mo- 
tion  is  not  agreed  to  ?  The  Hoose  will  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after  one  of  the 
petitions  has  been  read,  motions  will  be  proposed 
for  repealing  the  two  laws;  and,  if  the  present 
motion  is  agreed  to,  as  his  eotleagme  had  steted, 
distinct  jnopositions  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws 
might  still  M  brought  forward.  As  he  beltered 
there  was  more  wisdom  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  than  in  any  select  committee,  he  trusted 
the  rderenee  would  not  take  place. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  if  the  question  was  an  ab- 
stract one,  whether  or  not  tnese  laws  should  be 
repealed,  there  would  be  propriety  in  going  di- 
rectly upon  it ;  but,  when  gentlemen  rely  upon 
the  arguments  and  complaints  of  the  people  to 
enforce  the  repeal,  it  is  right  that  they  should  go 
to  a  select  committee  to  oe  analyzed.  As  gen- 
tlemen are  continually  speaking  of  these  memo- 
rials, it  will  be  well  to  know  from  whence  and 
from  whom  they  come ;  and,  as  some  complain 
of  one  thing  and  some  of  another,  he  wished  to 
have  the  whole  in  one  view,  that  the  House  may 
discover  whether  ther  speak  in  one  voice,  or  in  so 
many  diflferent  and  aiseordant  tones,  as  ought  to 
have  no  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  abstract 
question.  He  did  not,  indeed,  consider  these  me- 
morials as  evidences  of  any  real  pressure  upon  the 
people,  but  as  evidences  of  the  seditious  feelings 
and  seditions  princifdes }  as  proofs  that  they  hare 
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been  deceireU  by  those  in  whom  they  hare  placed 
confidence. 

[The  Speaker  called  to  order.] 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  would  be  treatiog 
these  petttioas  with  respect,  to  have  a  statement 
of  their  contents  on  the  Journals  of  the  House; 
and,  as  be  had  no  idea  that  the  laws  would  be 
repealed  at  the  present  session,  the  report  upon 
these  petitioos  might  suggest  reasons  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  which  might  satisfy  them  with  their 
being  continued  in  force. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  the  reasoss  for  this  mo- 
tion were  rery  apparent ;  they  were,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  in  part  suted 
them,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  giren  of  cast- 
ing an  odium  on  the  petitioners,  and  of  making 
an  address  to  the  people  in  faTor  of  these  laws } 
and,  also,  to  jprerent  any  discussion  upon  the  sub- 
ject, by  putting  off  the  report  upon  it  to  the  close 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  LiTiKQSTON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  acknowledgea  that  it  was  impossi- 
Ue  to  get  rid  of  the  discossion  upoa  this  soojeet, 
because  any  member  even  after  the  reference, 
may  propose  a  resolution  for  a  repeal ;  but  the 
gentleman  wishes  to  separate  the  consideraiion 
of  these  petitioas  from  that  discussion.  He  is 
aware  of  the  weight  and  respectability  of  those 
applications,  and,  therefore,  wishes  to  hide  them 
in  the  committee  room,  while  we  are  debating  on 
the  subjects  of  which  they  complain.  The  gen- 
tleman, indeed,  says,  that  these  remou-ttrances 
are  not  produced  by  any  real  grievances ;  but,  as 
he  baldly  and  deeisirely  pronouoced,  are  the  ef- 
fects of  weakness  or  imposition.  Yet  the  geutle- 
mao  says,  that  he  knows  so  little  of  their  contents, 
that  he  wants  a  select  committee  to  iaform  him 
what  are  the  subjects  of  their  complaint.  He 
has  scarcely  heard  them  read,  is  ignorant  of  their 
contents,  and  yet  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
they  could  be  signed  only  by  knaves  or  fools;  for 
this  is  the  amount  of  the  gentleman's  observations. 
He  trusted,  however,  that,  on  so  serious  and  so- 
lemn a  subject,  that  gentlemen  would  not  shut 
their  ears  to  the  complaints  of  their  constituents; 
that  they  would  observe,  on  this,  the  course  which 
had  been  universal  on  former  occasions,  and  re- 
ject the  resolution. 

Believing,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts does,  that  these  obnoxious  laws  will  uot  be 
repealed,  he  wishes  to  find  a  justificatory  memori- 
al in  the  report  of  a  select  committee;  it  was  nat- 
ural for  the  gentleman,  and  all  who  thought  with 
him,  to  wish  this.  They,  indeed,  wanted  all  the 
argument  that  iogenuity  could  devise,  to  recon- 
cile the  people  to  the  operation  of  these  laws.  ; 
But,  as  I  cannot  yet  believe,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  a 
majority  of  this  House  are  determined  to  reject 
the  complaints  of  the  people;  as  I  earnestly  ex- 
pect that  the  discussion  will  end  in  a  repeal,  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  this  report  to  j 
justify  the  laws.  Many  gentlemen  voted  for  these 
measures  from  an  idea  that,  though  violent,  they 
were  called  for  by  the  pressure  of  the  times;  others 
may  have  done  so  from  the  agitation  naturally 
produced  in  times  of  party  beat.   The  situation 


of  a&irs  being  now  somewhat  changed,  and  the 
warmth  of  party  being,  he  hoped,  in  some  degree, 
allayed,  he  could  not  but  flatter  himself  that  gen- 
tlemen, in  the  predicament  he  had  described,  join- 
ed to  the  new  members  of  the  House,  would  form 
a  weight  sufficient  to  incline  the  balance  in  fitvor 
of  a  repeat. 

He  trusted  that  no  man  would  enter  on  the  dis- 
cussion so  far  prejudiced  as  to  be  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  prudence,  to  the  complaints  of  his  cotutitueots, 
to  a  regard  for  the  Constitution,  and  his  sacred 
oath,  in  its  support;  all  of  which,  in  his  opinion, 
called  for  the  repeal. 

Let  not  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  L.,  deceive  them- 
selves, or  hope  to  deceive  the  public,  by  this  de- 
vice. It  wilt  be  understood^  that  erery  man  who 
rotes  thus  to  hide  the  public  comi^Dts,  will  be 
considered  as  voting  for  a  continuance  of  theae 
laws.  That  the  public  might  bare  full  inform- 
ation on  this  subject,  he  caUed  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Harper  wasgladthegentleman  from  New 
York  had  not  again  threatened  the  House  with  an 
insurrection  of  ue  people  and  of  the  States,  be- 
cause gentlemen  happened  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  him ;  but  he  has  to-day  come  pretty  near  iL 
He  says,  if  gentlemen  do  not  listen  to  reason  and 
prudence,  they  must  look  to  the  consequences. 
He  did  not  know  whether  his  former  threat  had 
produced  effects  which  induced  him,  in  this  cov- 
ered way,  to  repeat  it.  For  his  own  part,  he 
felt  it  as  little  now  as  he  di'd  formerly,  and,  not- 
withstanding appearances^  he  was  inclined  to  con- 
tinue the  same  course  which  had  heretofore  been 
taken.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
a  legislator  to  surrender  his  opinion,  becaose  that 
opinion  ir,  in  some  parts  oi  the  coiutry,  and 
among  a  certain  description  of  people,  anpopolar. 
He  was  disposed  to  meet  the  arguments  of  one 
gentleman,  and  the  threats  of  another.  He  was 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  looking  this  thing 
boldly  in  the  face.  We  will  do  what  is  right, 
said  Mr.  H.,  and  if  you  throw  out  threats,  we  will 
not  mind  them. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  that  if 
the  course  proposed  was  taken,  it  would  preclade 
all  reference  to  the  petitions.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
was  as  much  disposed  to  treat  the  petitions  of  the 
people  with  respect,  as  any  gentleman  could  be  ; 
nor  was  he  disposed  to  consider  who  are  the  signers 
of  a  petition,  but  what  are  the  reasons  it  contains; 
and  if,  as  he  suppose,  by  adopting  this  motion, 
gentlemen  woold  be  {veeiuded  from  referring  ta 
these  petitions,  he  should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  the 
contrary  is  true;  gentlemen  may  call  for  the 
reading  of  any  one  or  the  whole  of  the  petitioaa 
if  they  think  proper  to  do  so.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  may  place  in  array  before  the 
House  all  the  petitions  from  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties  to  the  streets  of  New  York,  and  be  may 
threaten  us  with  their  force. 

[Mr.  Livingston  said,  be  made  no  threats 
though  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
several  times  said  so,  but  he  was  not  willing  to 
interrupt  him  in  florid  harangue.  Mr.  L.  repeat- 
ed what  he  had  said.] 
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Mr.  H.  remembered  very  well  what  the  eentle- 
nuD  bid  ttid,  and  when  he  Tecommended  pru- 
deace,  with  the  peealiar  emphasis  which  he  laid 
upoo  It,  he  considered  it  a  threat,  as  strong,  though 
not  so  cross,  as  that  which  he  used  at  the  last  ses- 
aioa.  If  bis  speech  on  this  occasion  wanted  any 
comment,  he  need  only  refer  to  his  former  speech, 
when  he  told  the  House,  that  not  only  the  people, 
but  the  Slates,  ought  to  rise  and  oppose  this  law. 
If  the  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  use  a  similar 
thrnt  at  present,  be  ought  to  be  more  cautious 
in  his  expressions  hereafter.  The  inteotioo  of 
this  motion,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  merely  that  the 
matter  of  these  petitions  should  be  arranged,  so  as 
to  be  better  understood  than  it  could  be  in  its 
peseot  state. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  this  motion  was  of  a  norel 
Hlore.  He  believed  it  had  been  an  uniform  rule 
in  this  House,  that  whenever  petitions  come  which 
■date  either  to  i»rticnlar  claims,  or  respecting  the 
details  of  any  law,  or  touching  anything  wliich 
leqttires  a  statement  of  facts,  they  are  r^erred  to 
select  committees  to  report  tbmoD.  It  is  not  less 
ttiK  that,  when  petitions  of  a  general  and  abstract 
utare,  praying  Tor  the  repeal  of  a  law  in  toto,  and 
complaining  oia  measure  in  all  its  parts,  all  sneh 
petitions  are  uniformly  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House;  and  this,  for  a  plain  reason, 
because  the  question  is  perfectly  abstract;  it  is. 

Shall  this  thing  be  done  or  not  1 "  Though  he 
was  deiirous  of  giving  due  weight  to  the  arguments 
of  petitioners,  yet  the^  can  hare  but  parUal  weight, 
as  the  question  itself  is  considered,  and  gentlemen 
addoce  their  own  arguments  for  and  against  it, 
and  the  num  ber  and  respectability  of  the  petitioners 
never  comes  under  consideration.  In  me  case  of 
the  British  Treaty,  when  the  taUe  was  covered 
with  petitions  from  tme  end  of  the  United  States 
to  tte  other,  no  idea  was  ever  sug^gested  of  refer- 

nthem  to  a  select  eommittee,  m  order  to  give 
e  House  information  who  the  petitioners  were, 
Bor  whether  argumente  had  been  used  to  deceive 
them  by  false  information,  or  whether  the  people 
had  been  moved  by  their  own  free  will  to  sign 
them.  The  subject  was  well  understood,  and  the 
House  wanted  no  information  from  a  select  com- 
mittee. What,  said  Mr.  G.,  will  be  the  report  of 
a  select  eommittee?  Not,  perhaps,  the  real  argu- 
meots  contained  in  the  petitions  against  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  but  a  distortion  of  those  argu- 
lovts.  if  the  graileman  who  makes  the  present 
motion  be  emfJoyed  to  analyze  these  arguments, 
hewill  certainly  eater  upon  the  task  with  a  preju- 
dice against  the  petitioners;  he  will  consider  the 
petitioners  as  discontented  and  seditious  persons, 
and  will  determine  to  find  ont  sedition  in  the 
■wmorials  j  a  fair  statemat  could  not  be  expected 
Irom  a  prejudiced  eommittee.  And  it  b  to  gentle- 
Joea  who  avow  their  sentiments  against  the  peti- 
tions that  the  statement  will  be  entrusted,  and  not 
(0  those  who  are  in  favor  of  them.  Would  it  not 
be  fairer,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  allow  us,  who  are  in 
t^ioo  with  the  petitioners,  to  produce  our  own 
arguments,  and  to  give  those  of  the  petitioners  all 
the  weight  that  we  think  they  deserve,  and  leave 
to  those  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  petition- 
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ers  the  task  of  refuting  those  arguments.  But  the 
gentleman  who  makes  this  motion,  has  a  novel  ob- 
ject in  view ;  he  wishes  the  House  and  the  people 
at  large,  to  be  informed  of  the  names  and  charac- 
ters of  the  petitioners.  He  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
men from  South  Carolina^  that  these  ought  to  hare 
no  influence  oo  the  decisions  of  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  had  already  said,  that  a  correct  stat^ 
ment  of  the  arguments  of  toe  petitioners  was  not 
to  be  expected.  Most  probably  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  would  contain  an  answer  to  those 
arguments.  The  object  of  this  committee  is  in- 
fluenced by  public  opmion ;  for  though  gentlemen 
may  despise  what  they  call  threats  from  the  peo- 
ple, (which  indeed  ought  to  be  disregarded,)  yet 
they  are  not  beyond  the  reach  ofpu^ic  opinion. 
Gentlemen  may  say  so,  and  that  tney  do  not  act 
under  this  influence,  but  when  they  vote  on  this 
ground,  they  act  on  a  different  principle.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  not  afraid  of  public  opinion,  if  thej 
are  not  afraid  of  meeting  a  discussion  on  this  sub- 
jecl,  why  take  the  course  now  proposed— a  coone 
neva  before  pursued? 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  the  geiL- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  brought  forward  a 
proposition  for  printing  an  extraordinary  numher 
of  these  laws,  in  order  to  correct  mistakes  which 
he  said  existed  with  respect  to  these  laws.  Yet, 
though  this  was  not  to  make  an  address  to  the 
people,  but  merely  to  have  the  laws  spread,  the 
gentleman  who  makes  this  motion,  and  most  of 
the  other  friends  of  the  bill,  voted  against  it.  He 
himself,  though  he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  mea- 
sure, voted  for  it;  but  the  friends  of  the  laws  were 
for  trusting  to  the  good  sense  of  the  American 
people,  and  were  not  to  be  shaken  by  demagogues 
and  puUio  meetings.  They  therefore  rejected  the 
motion  as  extraoratnarjr  in  its  nature;  but  now 
the  same  gentlemen  wish  to  take  a  course  stUl 
more  extraordinary,  by  directing  a  eommittee  to 
make  an  address  to  the  peoplie,  in  jnstificatton  of 
these  laws;  of  which,  he  supposed,  they  would 
wish  to  have  10,000  or  20.000  copies  distributed 
among  the  people.  Though  this  practice  has  been 
adopted  by  other  Le^slatures,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  adopted  by  this. 

As  to  the  laws  themselves,  he  did  not  think  that 
there  is  no  probability  of  their  being  repealed. 
He  believed  that  there  is  a  probability  that  the 
sedition  law  will  be  repealed  at  this  session,  at 
least  so  far  as  relates  to  this  House ;  as  he  knew  it 
was  passed  by  a  majority  of  only  three  votes;  and 
if  there  had  been  no  change  of  opinion  since  that 
time,  in  members  who  then  voted  for  it,  as  a  mea- 
sure of  defence;  as  seveial  members  are  now  in 
the  House  who  were  not  then  here,  and  as  he  could 
not  help  believing  that  at  least  all  who  had  not 
already  voted  for  this  law,  would  now  rote  against 
it.  He  did  not  wish,  therefore,  to  sanction  any  mo- 
tion which  would  have  the  appearance  of  pre- 
judeingthequestion.  Besides,  if  any  arrangement 
of  the  arguments  contained  in  these  petitions  were 
to  be  made,  it  ought  to  be  done  by  a  person  friendly 
to  them.  Mr.  G.  acknowledged  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Habpb a*)  possessed 
very  superior  talents,  and  that  he  could  arrange 
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■ny  crude  massof  matter  much  better  tban  he  could 
do  it;  but  I  will  submit  it  to  the  caodor  of  that 
geBtlemao,  said  Mr.  Q.,  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  fit  for  me,  who  am  friendly  to  a  repeal  of 
these  laws,  to  state  the  arguments  in  favor  of  a  re- 
peal, than  that  he  should  do  it;  sod  whether,  not* 
withsiandiDg  my  iaferiorit^  of  talents,  I  should 
not  be  likely  to  state  them  In  a  stronger  manner 
than  he  would  state  them? 

Mr.  G.  thought,  though  threats  ought  to  be 
despised,  the  public  opinion  ought  to  be  attended 
to;  aod,  if  so, lie  hoped  the  laws  in  question  would 
be  repealed,  and  that  a  course  of  action  would  not 
be  adopted  which,  by  producing  considerable  de- 
lay, may  prevent  the  subject  b^g  acted  upon  at 
all  An  instance  had  occurred  during  the  present 
session  in  which  the  public  opinion  had  been 
respected.  He  alluded  to  the  repeal  of  that  purt 
of  ue  law,  passed  at  the  last  session,  for  valuiog 
the  houses  and  lands,  and  enumerating  the  slaves 
in  the  United  States,  which  relates  to  the  mea- 
suring of  windows,  &c.,  which,  from  its  having 
created  discontent  among  the  people,  from  an  ap- 
prehension that  it  was  the  forerunner  of  a  window 
tax,  had  been  at  this  session  repealed,  without 
attributing  the  dissatisfaction,  which  nad  been 
shown  on  account  of  it,  to  a  seditious  spirit,  espe- 
cially as  it  was  found  no  way  essential  to  the  law. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  suffer  the  like  con- 
siderations to  have  weieht  on  this  occasion.  The 
petitions  which  have  been  received  ought  to  be 
taken  as  a  proof  of  discontent  with  the  laws  in 
question,  and  though  the  arguments  made  use  of 
in  support  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  may  be 
bad,  we  ought  to  pay  respect  to  them  as  sym{>toms 
of  real  objections  against  these  laws,  and  if  the 
laws  are  not  foimd  to  he  essential,  they  oi^ht  to 
be  repealed. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  could  foretell,  without  much 
chance  of  being  mistaken,  what  kind  of  report 
might  be  expected.  It  would  be  doubtless  stated 
that  the  aivuments  of  the  petitioners  are  weak 
and  contradictory,  and  this  representation  would 
be  accompanied  with  reasons  for  continuing  the 
laws.  He  supposed  this  report  would  be  accom- 
panied with  a  negative  resolution  that  it  is  not 
proper,  at  this  time,  to  repeal  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion, upon  which  the  same  opportunity  for  debate 
is  not  afforded  as  upon  an  affirmative  proposition. 
Or,  perhaps,  instead  of  a  repeal,  the  committee 
may  propose  some  trifling  amendments  to  the 
laws,  and,  by  that  means,  exclude  from  debate  the 
question  of  repeal. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  no  good  conld  arise  from 
pursuing  this  course,  as  it  will  be  acknowledging 
the  propriety  of  publishing  addresses  to  the  peo- 
fde,  and  not  being  willing  to  trust  a  select  com- 
mittee to  analyze  the  petitions,  he  should  vote 
against  this  motion. 

Mr.  Habpeh  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  spoken  of  threats,  as  if  he  (Mr. 
H.)  had  represented  the  memorials  upon  the  table 
as  containmg  threats.  He  had  no  reference  to 
them.  He  did  not  hear  any  of  them  j  if  he  had, 
he  certainly  should  hare  opposed  the  T«£ereiiee  of 
any  such. 
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Bfr.  LiTiHOBTOM  said  that  he  could  not  imuine 
which  of  bis  obaerrations  the  gentleman  frmn 
South  Carolina  alluded  to,  when,  in  the  former 
part  of  his  speech,  he  quoted  him  as  having 
threatened  the  House.  But,  as  he  was  unwilling 
to  spoil  a  florid  language,  he  bad  not  interrupted 
the  gentleman  to  make  Uie  inquiry.  He  had  at 
length  discovered,  and  with  some  surprise,  that 
the  threat  was  contained  in  his  recommendation 
of  prudence.  This  was  the  first  time,  Mr.  L.  said, 
that  the  recommendation  of  a  virtue  had  been 
construed  into  a  breach  of  its  precepts.  The  geiK 
tleman's  public  conduct,  he  wouk^  however,  as- 
sure him,  would  always  have  prevented  his  un- 
dertaking the  hopeless  task  of  enforcing  the  prac- 
tice of  this  virtue  upon  him ;  but  he  reafiy  thottght 
that  he  might,  without  a  crime,  recommend  its 
ohserranee  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Union,  aad 
that  it  could  not  be  eonstraed  into  a  threat  of  ar- 
raying the  citizens  of  the  Northern  Libertica 
a^^st  them.  It  was  certainly  a  bitter  satire  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  to  say  that  prudeae* 
was  so  utterly  discarded,  that  the  name  ought  not 
ever  to  be  mentioned  within  its  walls.  For  his 
own  part  he  did  not  believe  this  to  be  precisely  the 
case,  but  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  prudene* 
and  deliberation  were  as  necessary  to  public  bodies 
as  to  individuals ;  and  that,  as  he  himself  bad  fre- 
quently been  reproved  (perhaps  justly)  on  tluM 
floor,  for  a  disre^rd  of  this  virtue,  be  tfiDUffht  he 
might,  without  offence,  recommend  it  to  the  Houses 

Mr.  Shepard  thought  gentlemen  seemed  to  b« 
afraid,  that  when  these  petitions  came  to  be  look- 
ed into,  they  would  be  found  to  contain  no  solid 
reasons  for  a  repeal,  and  that  they  are  ill-timed. 
He  originally  voted  for  these  laws,  and  he  baA 
seen  no  reason  to  repent  for  having  done  so.  He 
considered  them  as  essential  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  asany  law  tipon  our  code} 
and,  as  the  mode  proposed  will  be  likdy  to  Imng 
the  business  to  a  conclusion  much  sooner  thaa 
any  other,  he  trusted  it  vould  be  adopted.  Mr. 
S.  considered  the  word  "prudence,"  as  used  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  imply  a  threat. 
He  wished  gentlemen  could  be  more  united. 

Mr.  T.  Claibornb  was  opposed  to  this  motion. 
It  appears  as  if  gentlemen  meant  to  denounce  cer^ 
tain  parts  of  the  country  as  seditious,  and  to  de- 
clare that  their  petitions  are  unworthy  of  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  Batabd  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Piew 
York,  (Mr.  LtviNOSTOH,)  for  the  prudence  he  had 
recommended  to  the  House;  but  be  should  have 
thanked  him  more,  had  he  explicitly  declared 
what  he  meant  by  pradenee.  Pradenee,  generally 
speaking,  was  to  be  deemed  a  virCoe ;  but  be  wa* 
not  certain  that  what  that  gentleman  pleased  to 
call  prudence,  would  be  considered  by  others  en- 
titled to  that  appellation.  The  enthuaasm  which 
the  gentleman  affects  for  the  liberties  of  the  people 
might  lead  him  to  say  that  it  would  be  prudent 
to  o|]pose  by  force,  instead  of  by  petitions,  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  in  question.  Nor  was  tfus- 
simply  matter  of  conjecture  that  such  a  thing- 
might  be  recommended  by  Uie  gentleman.  Itwaa 
doubUese  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  Hoose,  thtt- 
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at  the  list  session,  when  one  of  these  bills  was  ua- 
iter  eooaideratioD,  the  geotleman.  in  his  place,  had 
pnhbclj  called  upon  the  people,  and  upon  the 
Stue  GoTernmeDts,  to  oppose  the  law,  and  prayed 
to  bis  God  that  it  would  be  opposed.  He  had  af- 
fonud  it  to  be  an  uneonstitatiODal  law,  and  there- 
foR  void,  eooseqaently  not  binding  on  the  peo- 
and,  tbeiefore,  that  they  had  a  right  to  op- 
pOM  it  by  foree.  By  this  recommmcution,  any 
tt^nent  of  the  people,  no  matter  how  amall,  how 
maifaraied,  without  official  character — nay,  any 
iadinitoal,  or  deseriptton  of  persons,  who  thought 
proper  to  call  themselves  the  people,  were  to  op- 
pose their  judgment  to  the  solemn,  deliberate  opin- 
m  of  the  Representative  Legislatareof  the  Union, 
dothed  with  the  sanctity  oi  all  the  forms  of  law. 
This  was  a  specimen  of  the  prudence  of  the  gen- 
litmtD  from  M  ew  York.  - 

Mr.  LiviNoaTON  interrujited  Mr.  Bavard,  say- 
iog  he  must  pray  the  decision  of  the  Chair  upon 
ooe  point  b  it  io  order,  in  debating  a  question 
Qow  before  tbe  House,  to  allude  to  argnments 
wfaieh  took  place  at  a  former  session  ;  if  it  he,  how 
an  Aosa  argameats  to  be  correctly  quoted  1  and 
to  whom,  when  members  dijBfer.  are  they  to  ap- 
pnl  1  He  had  been  made  to  say,  by  the  frentleman 
uom  Delaware,  that  any  incoosiderable  section 
of  thepoKde  might  oppou  the  laws  by  force;  an 
idea  heabborred  and  bad  never  expressed.  If  gen- 
tle men  are  to  be  indulged  in  these  misstatements, 
he  most  be  permitted,  in  fature,  to  go  into  a  full 
Mience  of  wiiat  he  had  said  at  tbe  period  alluded 
to.  The  frequent  bHusiods  to  his  sentiments  on 
that  occasion  made  it  a  duty  which  he  should 
iiithfBlly  perform,  when  a  proper  opportunity  of- 
imi,  to  defaod  the  doctrines  ne  had  then  stated, 
to  show  that  they  were  such  as  he  ought  to  glory 
ia,  lather  than  palliate  or  excuse;  out,  in  the 
meantime,  he  would  request  gentlemen,  when 
they  did  him  the  honor  to  refer  to  that  speech,  to 
qaoie  bit  expressitms  truly ;  to  give  them  in  their 
eooHzioa  with  other  arguments,  and  not  impute 
to  him  doctrines  ^ieh  he  detested,  or  words 
wfaieh  he  never  nttoed. 

The  Speaker  said  the  sentiment  delivered  by 
the  gcDtlemaD  from  New  York,  at  the  last  session, 
and  DOW  referred  to  by  tbe  gentiemaa  from  Dela- 
ware was,  "  that  the  States  ought  to  resist  the 
law,  the  people  ought  to  resist  the  law,  and  be 
hoped  10  Qod  the  people  would  resist  the  taw.'' 

Mr.  LivmosTON  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  because  the  Speaker  had  undertaken  to 
ittte,from  memory,  the  precise  words  which  it 
was  said  he  uttered  twelve  months  ago,  without 
giving  the  arguments  with  which  they  were  con- 
seeted,  and  because  the  statement  itself  was  ma- 
terially incorrect,  as  he  would  proceed,  if  it  were 
ia  Older,  to  show.  £Tbe  Speaker  here  called  to 
ordn.] 

The  decision  of  the  House  on  the  point  of  or- 
in  was  carried— 97  to  29,  in  favor  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bataso  conceived  that  it  would  really  be 
pradeat  for  the  gentleman  to  attempt  a  defence  of 
tm  condoct  on  this  subject.  Ingenious  speeches 
■s  be  could  make,  he  apprehended  he  would  find 
itadifliMltutsk.  The  (Aair  had  stated  the  words 
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he  had  made  use  of,  and  so  plain  a  commendation 
of  insurrection  could  never  be  forgiven  by  any 
honest  man  in  tbe  country.  He  might  possibly 
derive  credit  for  his  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  some 
people ;  but  an  esteem  earned  by  such  conduct,  in 
bis  opinion,  was  io  no  deeree  enviable. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  alluded  to  the  memorable 
declaration  of  the  gentleman  at  the  last  session, 
as  connected  with,  and  in  some  d^ree  explaining, 
what  at  present  was  to  be  understood  by  the  gen- 
tleman's prudence.  He  believed,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Harpeb.)  that 
it  was  intended  as  a  threat.  It  was  as  much  as  to 
say,  if  you  do  not  voluntarily  repeal  these  laws, 
the  people,  according  to  the  advice  given  them,  wiU 
rise  and  compel  you  to  repeal  them.  Understand- 
ing, as  he  did,  what  was  meant  by  the  gentleman^s 
prudence,  the  last  quality  be  should  w  ambitious 
to  possess  would  be  such  a  prudence. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  believe,  with  the  geatletnan 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  that  the 
laws  in  iraestion  would  be  repealed ;  and  yet  he 
believed  uiat  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  would  accomplish  their  object.  It  was 
not  his  opinion  that  there  was  any  sincerity  ia 
tbe  anxiety  expressed  by  some  gentlemen  for  the 
repeal  of  those  laws.  The  means  were  apparent- 
ly directed  to  one  object,  but  in  truth  designed  f<a 
another.  The  noise  and  clamor  excited  by  a  party 
against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  he  was  satis-, 
fied,  were  intended  solely  to  divert  the  public  mind 
from  another  subject.  The  acts  and  sentiments 
of  this  party  had  long  associated  them  with  a 
French  interest.  There  was  a  moment  when 
they  had  a'  pride  in  avowing  the  fact,  and  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  it,  when  the  torrent  of  revolutionary 
opinion  threatened  to  prostrate  every  mound  of 
Government  and  social  order.  In  this  moment  of 
delirium^  they  willingly  enough  connected  them- 
selves with  the  French  interest.  The  few  years 
which  had  since  elapsed  had  completely  developed 
the  French  character,  and  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
nation.  We  have  seen  that  country  deluged  in 
innocent  blood.  We  had  beheld  rali«on  Innished, 
and  a  system  of  crimes  sabstitnted  in  its  ^ace; 
principles  the  most  sound,  ridicoled  and  violated; 
age, sex,  innocence,  without  respect  or  protection} 
ant^  added  to  this,  a  long  train  of  acts  had  proved 
their  Government  to  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  the 
most  inordinate  and  unprincipled  ambition.  A 
spirit  which  manifestly  aimed  at  universal  em- 
pire. A  spirit  equally  and  ever  disposed  to  ac- 
complish its  objects  by  the  most  daring  outrage  of 
power,  or  by  the  meanest  anificps  of  intrigue. 

These  things  had  awakened  the  country,  and 
had  pointed  out  the  precipice  they  had  approached. 
The  ignig  fatuua  which  lately  glittered  before 
their  eyes,  has  now  lost  all  its  attractions.  This 
is  well  known  to  the  parnr  who  formerly  profited 
so  much  by  French  influence  in  our  country. 
They  have  felt  the  shock,  and  hare  been  sinking 
under  the  decay  of  the  French  spirit  among  ui. 
It  became  necessary  to  throw  oat  another  tub  to 
tbe  whale. 

It  was  necessary  to  sever  their  connexion  in 
public  opioion  with  the  French  interest,  and  to 
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establish  a  new  fouadatioa  of  popularity.  The 
attack  upon  the  sediiioo  and  alien  laws  is  the 
commenpemeiit  of  the  new  plan  of  operations. 
To  create  a  clamor  against  a  public  measure,  it  is 
necessary  only  that  the  sigoal  should  be  given  by 
the  leaders  of  a  party.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  early  in  the  session,  gave  notice  of  his 
design  to  move  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws,  he 
must  hare  known  that  he  was  scattering  iSre- 
lirands  through  the  United  States.  The  thing 
was  designed  to  ^ut  in  activity  every  restless  and 
•discontented  spirit  in  the  country — to  overwhelm 
-US  with  petitions  and  remonstrances. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  not  in  order  to  speak 
4^  the  motires  of  a  member's  conduct. 

Mr.  Bayard  said  he  could  discover  no  other 
■effect  attending  a  motion  to  repeal  these  laws, 
than  an  increase  in  the  rajge  and  virulence  of 
party.  The  complaints  against  these  laws  were 
visionary.  There  was  not,  nor  had  there  been,  a 
man  in  the  United  States  who  felt  the  operation 
of  the  alien  law.  He  had  not  understood  that  it 
had  been  executed  against  a  'single  individual. 
It  proved  the  power  given  by  the  bill  had  been 
safely  delegated.  If  there  have  been  any  sufier- 
in^  from  tlie  bill,  they  have  been  only  the  affairs 
ofimagi  nation. 

He  could  have  <witihed  to  have  seen  the  law 
carried  into  effect.  He  had  reason  to  believe 
there  were  many  intriguers  among  us,  employed 
not  only  to  debauch  the  minds  of  the  people,  but 
acting  as  spies  upon  the  country.  In  his  opinion, 
it  vns  the  duty  of  the  Government,  required  by 
the  interests  of  the  community,  to  send  such  ali«i8 
ont  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  another  reason  which  induced 
him  to  think  that  gentlemen  could  not  be  very 
anxious  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws,  was  the  cir- 
cumstance that  they  would  expire  by  their  own 
limitation,  in  a  very  short  time.  No  case  had  oc- 
curred under  the  alien  law;  but  one  solitary  case 
of  exemplary  justice  under  the  sedition  law ;  and 
when  these  acts  were  not  to  continue  longer  than 
they  had  already  existed,  what  great  national 
mischief  could  be  contemplated.  He  thought  he 
was  warranted  in  saying,  that  the  laws  in  ques- 
Uon  would  have  been  allowed  quietly  to  expire, 
if  a  partjr  had  not  supposed  that  uiey  had  a  great 
interest  in  exciting  the  clamor  and  discontent 
which  had  been  raised. 

The  question,  Mr.  B.  said,  was,  whether  the  re- 
ference should  be  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ? 

Now,  the  petitions  on  the  table  could  derive 
weight  only  from  two  causes:  1st.  the  numbers 
who  signed ;  and,  2dly,  the  reasons  by  which  they 
were  supported.  It  was  more  suitable  to  refer  to 
a  select  committee,  in  relation  to  either  of  ihese 
grounds;  because  they  alone  were  capable  of  as- 
certaining either  the  numbers  of  the  signers,  or 
the  weight  of  the  reasons  offered  in  the  petitions. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  nas  com- 
jdained,  that,  if  the  reference  were  to  a  select 
committee,  the  report  would  be  partial.  Mr.  B. 
Hud  his  suspicitms  on  this  subject  betooged  only 
to  his  own  br«st,  and  he  hoped,  for  thelioiuu'  of 


[FSBROABT,  1799. 


the  House,  bad  not  entered  the  bosom  of  any  other 
gentleman.  He  did  not  question  the  sagacity  (A 
the  gentleman,  but  it  was  too  much  for  any  maa 
tu  foresee  that  the  Speaker  would  be  partial  io 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  and  the  com- 
mittee partial  in  their  report.  The  gentleman 
himself  had  frequently  been  appointed  on  com- 
mittees— sometimes  chairman  of  the  committee— 
and  might  possibly  be  appointed  on  the  present} 
and  he  could  not  suppose  that  the  gentleman's 
habit  of  suspecting  would  carry  him  so  far  as  to 
suspect  himself. 

But  suppose,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  report  should  be 
favorable  to  the  eoutinuaoee  of  the  laws,  tad  its 
arguments  should  be  aosweis  to  the  all^tionsof' 
the  petitions.  Will  any  one  say  the  Govemmeat 
has  not  a  right  to  defend  itself  against  unfounded 
charges  alleged  against  it  ?  The  petitions  on  the 
table  he  considered  «a  the  act  of  a  party,  the  mi- 
nority of  the  nation — many  of  them  were  abosive, 
and  most  of  them  inflammatory.  And  could  there 
be  any  impropriety  in  a  majority  of  Congress  ty- 
pealiog  to  the  better  sense  of  the  people,  and  dis- 
closing the  true  and  necessary  ground  on  which 
the  law  stood?  This  was  not  avoiding  a  sub- 
mission to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion;  but  it 
was  simply  bringing  the  subject  fairly  before  the 
people,  and  furnishing  them  with  equal  mwti  of 
deciding  the  meriu  of  the  points  m  dispute 

He  conceived  it  was  the  opposition  who  were 
afraid  of  public  opinion.   The  busy  industry  of 
the  party  had  at  present  given  them  every  adraD- 
tage  which  could  be  derived  from  argument,  arti- 
fice, or  calumny.    Every  means  had  been  em-  \ 
ployed  to  inflame  popular  discontent.   We  had  | 
seen  a  Legislature  capable  of  the  humble  imposir  | 
tion  of  passing  a  law  to  secure  the  liberty  of  j 
speech,  thoujgh  the  meanest  understanding  in  the  | 
country  could  not  examine  the  sedition  law,  and  | 
suppose  it  extended  to  words,  much  less  to  de-  j 
bates,  in  a  legislative  body.    The  Government 
would  be  treacherous  to  itself,  if,  in  order  to  re- 
sist these  efforts,  it  did  not  enable  the  well  disposed 
part  of  the  commuoity  to  judge  of  the  grounds  of 
Its  measures. 

Mr.  B.  said,  another  reason  operated  in  indnci^ 
him  to  vote  for  the  petititms  eoing  to  a  adeet 
committw.  It  was  in  order  wt  some  inquiry 
might  be  made  as  to  the  maoner  in  wliich  they 
were  obtained.  He  believed  that  very  improper 
means  had  been  employed  in  obtaining  signos* 
He  had  reason  to  believe  that  many  people  had 
been  imposed  on  in  procuring  their  signatures; 
that  the  petitions  were  represented  to  them  as  be- 
ing of  a  different  nature  from  their  actual  import. 
If  such  frauds  had  been  practised,  they  ought  to 
be  known,  for  petitions  obtained  io  such  a  manner 
could  not  be  entitled  to  any  weight.  From  what 
had  been  recently  experienced  in  this  city,  it  was 
certain  that  the  promoters  of  the  petitions  were 
capable  of  any  arts  or  violence  which  tended  to 
accomplish  their  object.  We  had  seen  the  saae- 
tity  of  a  church  violated— the  holy  services  of  re- 
ligion interrupted — the  devotion  of  a  whole  coa- 
gr^ation  disturbed,  by  a  daring  and  insdeat 
attempt  to  procure  signers,  and  an  outrageoos 
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support  of  the  attempt.  Such  conduct  could  be 
DO  ioducemeDt  with  him  to  repeal  a  crimiual 
law;  it  showed  the  necessity  of  extendiDgi  and 
inrigoratiiig  the  crimioal  code.  Facts  oT  this 
kind  ooghi  to  be  ascertaioed ;  a  select  committee 
was  atone  competent  to  the  inquiry,  and  he  should, 
of  emseqnence,  vote  for  such  a  committee. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  the  geatleman  from  Del- 
aware has  accounted  in  his  way  for  the  sentiments 
and  actions  of  others,  and  has  said  that  an  attempt 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  laws  in  question  was 
made  with  a  view  of  spreading  firebrands  among 
tbe  people  of  the  United  States,  and  because  the 
^ntleman  is  a  Federalist,  and  he  says  Federal- 
ists always  speak  the  truth,  he  supposes  that  his 
assertion  will  be  believed.  Mr.  McD.  was  of 
opinion  the  people  would  not  concur  with  him  in 
mis  statement. 

The  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and  South 
Carolina  say  that  it  is  necessary  to  refer  these  pe- 
titions to  a  select  committee,  in  order  to  draw  from 
the  heterogeneous  mass  of  matter  contained  in 
them  a  statement  of  the  arvuments  which  they 
eontain,  and  to  bring  forwara  an  answer  to  them ; 
to  convince  the  petitioners  of  their  errors,  and 
that  these  laws  are  good  and  proper.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  was  also  of  the  same  opin- 
ion, as  if  ailments  could  not  be  adduced  by 
members  friendly  to  these  laws  on  the  floor  of  tbe 
House,  without  sending  to  a  select  committee  for 
them.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
eandidly  stated,  that,  if  this  motion  should  be 
agreed  to,  and  a  motion  should  afterwards  be 
brooffht  forward  for  a  repeat,  it  would  probably 
be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  so  that  this 
coiffse  might  effectually  prevent  a  discnssion  of 
Ifais  subject. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  said,  he  had  not  yet  learned 
the  art  ai  remaining  silent,  when  he  heard  the 
most  illiberal  reflections  thrown  upon  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  with  whom  be  generally  agreed  in 
(^nion,and,  consequently,  upon  himself,  as  mak- 
ing one  of  the  number.  These  he  had  this  day 
heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  a 
^eech,  which  for  ilUberality  was  never  exceeded 
even  by  that^^tleman  himself.  It  was  ooecon- 
tinneo  tissue  of  invective  against  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  and  others  who  differ  in  opinion  from 
him.  To  what  superiority  is  that  gentleman's 
opinion  entitled  over  that  of  his  fellow-citizens  ? 
Is  it  from  his  superior  standing  in  the  American 
world  7  Or  is  it  from  his  superiol-  patriotism,  ac- 
knowledged by  the  people  ? 

Among  those  gentlemen  whom  he  has  thought 
proper  to  abose  are  men  better  known  for  their 
prtriotism,  better  known  for  their  virtues  and  pub- 
ne  osefalness,  than  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
or  any  of  thMe  with  whom  he  acts. 

Are  we  to  be  told,  ncelaimed  Mr.  C,  that  gen- 
dcmen  who  express  their  disapprobation  of  the 
idien  and  sedition  laws,  that  the  petitioners  for 
Aev  repeal,  do  not  wish  to  obtain  that  repeal,  but 
merely  to  spread  firebrands  through  the  Union,  in 
order  to  excite  disquiet  and  discontent  among  tbe 
people  of  the  United  Stetes?  And  that  they  do 
this  from  an  attachment  to  the  French  nation? 
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Such  charges,  such  illiberality,  such  untruths, 
were  reserved  for  the  gentleman  from  Delaware. 

I  was  one,  said  Mr.  C.,  who  voted  against  tbe 
passage  of  these  laws,  and  I  shall  vote  for  their 
repeal.  I  did  it,  and  will  do  it,  because  I  consider 
these  laws  bad  laws,  and  that,  instead  of  promot- 
ing the  happiness  of  the  country,  they  will  only 
promote  discord  and  discontent;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  will  not  have  the  boldness  to 
call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  my  declaration. 
What  is  this  tub,  which  that  gentleman  says  is 
thrown  out  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
play  with?  That  tub  the  freemen  of  the  United 
States  have  themselves  brought  into  discussion, 
by  the  memorials  now  upon  the  table;  and,  if  this 
House  acts  with  the  prudence  which  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  so  nxpperly  recommended 
to  them,  these  memorials  will  receive  the  most 
serious  consideration.  For,  let  the  geatleman 
from  South  Carolina  make  as  light  of  it  as  be 
will,  it  is  a  serious  subject.  He  has  said,  "  We 
know  these  memorials  are^  confined  to  partv 
efforts ;  we  know  that  the  dissatisfaction  whicn 
appears  with  respect  to  these  laws  has  been  ex- 
cited by  certain  States."  But,  said  Mr.  C,  does 
the  gentleman  call  these  States  a  party  ?  Will 
he  call  the  expression  of  a  Legislature — a  Legis- 
lature chosen  from  araone  the  freemen  of  aState, 
as  men  most  eminent  for  tlieir  virtue,  their  talents, 
and  their  love  of  liberty — will  he  say  that  the  de- 
liberate opinion  of  such  a  body  is  the  expression 
of  a  party  7  Or  that  they  are  moved  by  party 
efforts  7  Or  that  they  can  be  in  the  interest  of  a 
foreign  nation,  as  has  been  insinuated  ?  If  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  does  think  this,  there 
IS  not  a  man  in  the  United  States,  whose  mind  is 
devoid  of  prejudice,  and  open  to  the  conviction  of 
truth,  who  will  not  disagree  with  him  in  opinion. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  shoum  have  been  silent,  had 
not  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
called  him  upon  the  floor ;  being  up,  he  would  de- 
clare his  disapprobation  of  the  motion,  for  this 
reason;  because,  if  it  succeeds,  the  petitions  will 
be  thrown  out  of  view,  and  the  committee  may 
keep  back  their  report  until  nearly  the  close  of  the 
session,  which  would  be  much  crowded  by  busi- 
ness that  must  and  will  be  attended  to;  and,  of 
course,  any  discussion  upon  the  subject,  which  he 
thought  ought  to  be  had,  will  be  prevented.  It 
was  unfair.  Mr.  C.  said,  to  insinuate  that  these 
petitions  had  been  obtained  unfairly. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  tells  the  House 
that  even  the  Sabbath  has  been  violated  in  the 
procuring  of  signatures  to  these  petitions.  When 
the  gentleman  made  this  charge,  he  ought  not  to 
have  made  it  general.  If  be  had  said,  in  a  soli- 
tary instance,  something  of  this  kind  had  taken 
place,  there  might  have  been  some  truth  in  the 
charge. 

Mr.  Bavard  said  he  spoke  only  of  one. 

Mr.  Claiborne  said,  and  that  one  is  not  inclu- 
ded in  the  present  motion,  as  it  is  not  referred,  but 
ties  on  the  table;  and  he  believed  no  chareeof 
irregularity  could  be  brought  against  any  of  the 
others,  and  he  trusted  they  would  be  treated  with 
respect ;  and  though  genUemea  may  think  it  ne- 
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oessary  and  proper  that  the  laws  in  question  ought 
to  be  contioued — and  he  did  not  question  the  mo- 
tives of  gentlemen,  he  beliered  some  of  them  to 
be  actuated  by  the  best  of  motires — they  ought  to 
be  willing  to  allow  the  subject  to  have  a  fan  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  EaoLEBTON  hoijed  opportunity  would  be 

Eivea  for  a  fair  discussion  of  this  question.  He 
ad  heard  it  said  that  favors  mieht  be  so  roughly 
cooferred  as  to  take  away  all  sense  of  obligation, 
and  that  others  might  be  refused  so  pleasantly  as 
to  prevent  any  disagreeable  seasatioa  at  the  dis: 
appointment. 

When  the  petitions  were  presented,  though  the 
reference  of  some  of  them  had  been  opposed,  they 
had  generally  been  treated  with  decency  and  re- 
spect. He  hoped  the  House  would  continue  to 
act  in  this  way.  WiA  respect  to  threats,  he  had 
heard  oooe  in  auy  of  the  petitions;  but  if  some 
one  bad  contained  anything  of  this  kind,  it  ought 
not  to  affect  those  which  were  unezceptioDable  in 
their  language.  He  hoped  the  House  would  go 
into  the  sn^ect  fully ;  and,  if  there  should  be 
found  a  majority  against  the  repeal,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  may  then  bring  forward 
his  reasons  for  coniiDuiog  the  laws,  and  the  public 
will  judge  who  are  right. 

Mr.  Thatcber  did  not  know  why  this  question 
should  have  called  forth  so  much  warmth.  He 
did  not  think  either  of  these  laws  of  such  a  na- 
tus,e  as  to  call  up  all  the  irascible  passions  of  the 
human  heart.  He  was  himselfin  favor  of  this  re- 
ference, and  for  this  reason :  because  he  thought 
it  would  give  the  whole  business  tbeao-by,  and 
the  House  would  hear  no  more  of  it.  He  had  no 
reason  to' expect  conviction  on  a  subject  of  this 
kind.  If  it  was  discussed,  until  every  gentleman 
is  tired  of  speakine,  he  did  not  suppose  a  single 
mind  would  be  changed.  Notwithstanding  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  wished  gentle- 
men to  keep  their  minds  open  to  conviction,  yet 
he  believed  that  gentleman  is  so  well  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  a  repeal  that  nothing  short  of 
a  miracle  would  convince  nim  to  the  contrary ; 
and  he  believed  the  miod  of  the  gentleman  &om 
Pennsylvania  is  so  firmly  fixed  as  to  be  even  be- 
yond the  power  of  a  miracle.  That  gentleman 
said,  he  could  predict  what  would  be  the  report 
of  the  committee;  and  I,  said  Mr.  T.  could  pre- 
dict with,  at  least,  as  much  certainty,  who  will 
vote  for  the  repeal,  and  who  will  vote  against  it. 
Then  why  should  this  discussion  take  place,  when 
every  gentleman  has  made  up  his  mind  upon  the 
subject,  and  determined  he  will  not  alter  it  ?  Ii 
is  clear  gentlemen  do  not  wish  this  discussion  for 
themselves,  and  he  wished  them  to  believe  that 
others  do  not  want  it.  But  it  is  said,  a  respect  for 
the  public  opinion  requires  that  this  subject  should 
be  discussed;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  the 

Sublic  opinion  is  in  favor  ofj  and  generally  satis- 
ed  with  the  laws,  and  against  any  unnecessary 
discussion.  (Gentlemen  commit  a  great  mistake, 
when  they  say  that  these  petitions  are  from  "  the 
people"  of  the  United  States.  They  are  not  in 
the  proportion  of  one  to  one  thousand ;  they  are 
like  a  drop  compared  with  the  ocean.   This  is 
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taking  a  part  for  the  whole;  as  when  a  man  jumps 
up  and  calls  himself  '*  the  peojtle but  if  dree 
or  four  persons  meet  together,  in  any  oonrn  ttf 
the  country,  they  are  sure  they  are  **  the  peopte," 
and  proceed  to  act  as  if  they  were  roQly  w. 
Thisj  said  Mr.  T.,  is  the  language  of  democraejf. 
But  It  has  been  said  that  some  ol  the  Legislatutes 
of  the  States  have  declared  their  disapprobatiw 
of  the  laws ;  but,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  the  State  L^i>> 
latures  are  consulted  generally,  they  wiU  be 
found  in  favor  of  these  laws,  though  two  or  three 
States  have  expressed  their  opinions  agamsttheio. 
Therefore,  as  it  could  not  be  said  loae  the  wish 
of  the  people  that  this  subject  should  be  again  dis- 
cussed^ he  hoped  no  more  time  would  be  spent 
upon  It. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed^  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had,  with  great  candor,  given 
the  House  the  true  ground  of  this  motion,  which 
he  says,  is  to  give  the  subject  the  go^by.  And 
that  gentlenuiD  says  he  shall  vote  for  it,  beeaiw 
he  thinks  the  discossioD  would  be  nscwss,  and 
those  who  think  with  him  will,  of  course,  vote 
with  him.  But  he  adduced  his  argiuauat  to  show 
that  these  petitions  are  the  work  of  demagogues. 
He  says,  that  wheaeTer  a  man  jumps  up  to  deliv- 
er his  sentiments,  he  calls  himself  "  the  people." 
Therefore  such  a  person  was  a  Jacobin^  becaifa 
he  declares  all  the  people  of  his  opinion.  But 
the  gentleman  has  himself,  in  the  present  instaoM, 
declared  that  "  the  people"  agree  with  him  in 
opinion;  and  has  taken  upon  himself  to  deelue 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  different  L^slaturea 
of  the  Union,  who  have  themselves  expressed  no 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  Who  was  the  dema- 
gogue and  Jacobin,  he  left  the  House  to  judge. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  lud,  with  great 
candor,  given  uiother  reason  for  this  motion,  to 
notice  which  had  induced  him  to  rise  again  oa 
this  subject.  He  has  told  the  House  that  theteis 
in  this  country  a  party,  which  hmtofore  derived 
its  influence  Irom  its  connexion  wiUi  the  French 
Republic  ;  but  finding  that  cause  unpopular,  it  hu 
abandoned  that  ground,  and  is  now  attempting  to 
raise  itself  in  the  public  opinion,  by  taking  part 
against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  • 

The  object  of  the  geatlenun  from  Delaware, 
said  Mr.  G.,  has  uniformly  been  to  attempt  to  show, 
by  political  imposture,  but  which  has  neretofore 
had  too  much  weight,  that  the  opposition  which 
had  been  given  to  certain  measures  in  this  Hoiue, 
some  of  which  were  intimately  connceted  with 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  could  not  be  called 
measures  of  defence,  arose  from  an  imi^oper  8^ 
tachment  to  the  French  GtoTemment.  He  be- 
lieved the  gentkman  is  right,  therefore,  in  believ- 
ing, as  a  statesman,  and  connected  with  a  corlain 
parry,  that  the  moment  that  this  political  impos- 
ture can  be  got  rid  of,  the  people  will  unite  with 
us  in  our  measures,  and  in  the  condemnatioD  of 
those  generally  advocated  by  that  gentleman.  Mr. 
G.  bebeved,  that  when  the  present  fervor  is  past, 
and  he  thought  he  saw  tt  departing,  all  those  mea- 
sures which  are  calculated  to  en^ieate  frran  ow 
minds  the  principles  of  our  Revolution,  and  to  eoo- 
eentrale  power  in  the  fixecutiv^  will  prove 
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Dexioas  to  the  people  of  America.  He  was  of 
opinion  saoh  measures  never  would  bare  been  sup- 
ported, bad  it  not  been  for  the  alarm  which  had 
oeeo  created  throujihout  the  country  with  respect 
to  the  designs  of  France,  and  a  party  in  this  coun- 
try Slid  to  be  in  their  favor.  ~  It  was  therefore 
thioogbt  improper  to  discuss  this  subject,  because 
it  is  totally  unconnected  with  the  subject  of  alarm, 
nd  eaanot  be  influenced  by  it.  He  owned  this 
WIS  one  of  the  reasoiu  why  Ae  wished  to  meet  this 
dtacDBdim. 

But,  said  Mr.  Q.  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
does  not  bdiere  us  sincere  in  our  wish  for  the  re- 
peal ttf  these  laws;  because,  in  another  year, 
tbey  will  tx^n  of  themsdves.  Can  it  be  no  ob- 
jeet  10  obtkiD  a  repeal  of  erne  of  these  laws  for  a 

Cir,  which  it  is  tUlowed  has  not  proved  a  dead 
ler?  Do  not  gentlemen  remember,  that  the 
MmegCTtleman,on  a  former  occasion,  when  chai^- 
iag  us  with  all  the  cruelties  and  enormities  of  the 
Jicobins  of  Europe^  allowed  that  we  are  at  pres- 
at  in  faror  of  the  freedom  of  the  press ;  but  that, 
if  we  had  power,  we  should  be,  like  the  BxecutlTe 
Directory,  for  suppressing  that  liberty ;  but  to-day 
he  tells  as.  we  are  not  sincere,  when  we  ask  to 
hare  this  liberty  of  the  press  restored. 

Mr.  G.  said,  gentleman  could  not  charge  him 
or  th  friends  with  bringing  this  subject  into  view. 
We  opposed  the  laws  in  question,  said  he.  in  all 
their  steges ;  we  not  onljr  did  all  in  our  power  to 
pcrent  them  from  passing ;  but  we  endeavored 
to  nuke  them  as  good  as  we  could  before  tbey  did 
pMs.  An  amendment  was  proposed,  and  which 
■iKeeeded,deaDinff  the  powers  of  juries,  by  the 
eaemies  of  the  Uli,  but  opposed  by  that  gentleman 
and  other  friends  of  the  bill.  Bo  that  the  whole 
of  our  eooduct  has  proved  our  sincerity.  But  the 
^tlemaD  says  the  friends  of  the  repeal  are  not 
siacere,  because  the  laws  have  been  moperative, 
and  that  therefore  no  one  can  have  ground  of  com- 
ptaioi  against  them.  If  this  were  trne,  what  would 
be  said  of  the  arguments  used,  whilst  they  were 
nader  consideration,  to  prove  their  necessity  1  It 
was  then  said,  Government  could  not  exist  with- 
onttheio.  But  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  that  these  laws  had  been  a 
dead  letter;  one  of  them,  indeed,  had  only  been 
held  as  a  rod  tn  terrorem  ;  but  the  other  (the  sedi- 
tion law)  has  been  carried  into  effect,  and,  not  only 
ID  one  solitary  instance,  (though,  perhaps,  only  one 
jodgment  may  have  been  rendered,)  it  has  been 
levelled  against  the  free  presses  in  several  parts  of 
the  country;  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  he 
belieTed,  in  New  Jersey,  jprosecations  had  been 
eomaeiieed  against  the  pnnters  of  newspapers,  on 
aecoaot  of  some  offensive  paragraphs  which  have 
appeared  in  their  papers.  But,  supposing  that  only 
one  solitary  instance  had  occurred,  he  wished  to 
know  whether  that  woald  not  be  sufficient  for  gen- 
tlemen to  wish  for  a  repeal  of  this  law?  Have  we 
not  seen  three-fourths  of  the  present  session  pass 
away,  wit^tout  the  Representative  of  a  district  of 
Vermont  *,  so  that  laws  have  been  passed  to  bind  a 

Etion  oif  the  people,  whose  Reinresentative  has 
D  absent  from  his  duty  during  this  time.  He 
•Aed  whether  there  is  tfot  just  cause  of  alarm 
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when  the  gentleman  saw  this,  without  saying  any 
thing  about  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  sentence 
against  the  member  alluded  to  ?  whether  gentle* 
men  ought  not,  as  members  of  this  Legislature,  to 
have  a  wish  that  this  law  was  repealed  t 

But  have  gentlemen  fo^otten  that  these  laws 
were  opposed  on  the  ground  of  their  unconstitu- 
tionality'? Iftheydonot  give  us  credit  for  our 
sincerity  in  other  respects  they  must  believe,  said 
Mr.  Q.,  that  we  were  perfectly  sincere  in  our 
wishes  to  support  that  construction  of  the  Consti- 
lion,  which  went  to  prore  these  laws  unconsti- 
tutional. 

Mr.  G.  supposed  the  gentleman  fromMassachu- 
setts  would  be  as  obstinate  in  his  opinion,  as  he 
himself  ahonld  be ;  but  there  are  gentlemen  in  the 
House  who  have  yet  given  no  opinion  upon  the 
subiect  These  gentlemen  it  may  oe  supposed,  are 
perfectly  unbiassed,  and  will  not  shut  tneir  eara 
to  argument  on  die  subject.  He  wished  it  there- 
fore to  be  had. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  expect  the  alien  law  to  be  re- 
pealed, though^  as  he  had  before  stated,  be  had 
hopes  the  sedition  law  would  be  repealed ;  and 
though  he  did  not  believe  the  alien  law  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Constitution, yet  he  wished  the  peo- 
ple to  submit  to  it.  So  far  from  desiring  to  in- 
flame the  public  opinion  on  account  of  it,  or  any- 
thing else,  be  should  endeavor  to  calm  the  minds 
of  the  people ;  because  he  knew  that  whenever 
anarchy  should  be  produced  in  an^  part  of  the 
country,  it  would  rum  the  cause  which  be  wished 
to  support,  and  tend  only  to  give  additioual  power 
to  theffixecutive  Department  of  the  Government, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  already  possessed  too  much. 

Mr.  G.  said,  if  gentlemen  wished  to  promote 
union  in  the  country,  they  would  coniient  to  a  re- 
peal of  these  laws,  as  there  is  nothing  tends  mote 
to  divide  them,  and  to  render  the  administration 
of  the  Government  unpopular.  If  gentlemen  will 
joiu  us  in  our  wish  for  a  repeal  of  these  laws,  we 
will,  said  Mr,  O.,  have  as  little  discussion  as  tney 
please. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  it  was  a  matter  of  joy  to 
hear  that  instead  of  there  being  only  one  solitary 
prosecution  under  the  sedition  law,  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  there  have  been 
several.  This  is  an  additional  reason  with  him 
for  keeping  the  law  in  force.  He  should  wish  to 
make  it  a  permanent  law.  <  It  shows  that  the  peo- 
ple do  not  like  sedition,  though  he  did  not  think 
the  law  had  operated  so  extensively  as  it  ought  to 
have  done.  He  had  seen  instances  in  which  he 
thought  the  law  ought  to  have  operatedj  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  more  effectually  put  in  force 
hereafter.  But  he  was  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  alarmed  because 
a  member  of  this  House  has  been  seditious,  and 
punished ;  for  that  gentleman  cannot  be  affect- 
ed by  this  law.  unless  he  become  a  seditious  mem- 
ber, and  not  then,  unless  he  becomes  a  seditious 
man ;  and,  if  he  does  become  so,  the  law  ought  to 
operate  upon  him,  as  well  as  upon  oth^-  Mr.  T. 
observed,  tt  was  well  said,  "  that  the  tongue  is  an 
unruly  member  and  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween the  tongue  and  the  press,  except  that  every 
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press  ought  to  be  coosidered  as  a  million  of  tongues, 
aBd  ougDt  to  be  guarded  with  a  million  of  guards. 

Mr.  Haktlbt  disapproved  of  what  the  geutle- 
lasn  from  Massachusetts  had  said  about  giviag 
these  petitions  the  go-by,  referring  them  toaselect 
committee.  If  that  genilemao  bad  any  such  wish, 
he  trusted  he  stood  alone. 

Mr.  Batard  said,  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mf.McDowell)  and  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Claibohne)  had  been  eztreme- 
\y  liberal  in  their  charges  of  illiberality  against 
him.  Considering  the  distinguished  urrauityand 
uncommon  good  breeding  of  those  gentlemen,  he 
should  not  question  their  privilege  to  make  such 
charges.  He  could  tell  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, howerer,  that  in  all  he  had  said,  he  had 
aerer  once  entered  his  mind,  and  he  therefore 
coald  hare  had  no  personal  allusion  to  him.  He 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  attributing  to  the  gentle- 
man any  schemes  from  which  the  country  bad 
reason  toapprehend  danger  to  its  peace  or  security. 

He  would  confess thatne should  feel  itasagreat 
reproach  if  he  were  justly  liable  to  the  cha^e  of 
ilhberalitv.  He  had  made  no  reflection  upon  any 
individual,  nor  had  he  reference,  in  what  he  had 
said,  to  any  particular  character.  He  spoke  gen- 
erally of  the  party  whose  Tiews  aud  designs, 
whatever  language  it  might  be  necessary  to  ex- 
press them  in,  he  considered  as  not  only  a  fair 
proceeding,  but  a  duty,  to  develope  and  expose. 
And  he  trusted  that,  whatever  his  public  duty 
called  upon  him  to  do,  the  fear  of  no  charge  cor 
of  any  consequence,  would  restrain  him  from  per- 
forming. But,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  me  ask  what  right 
those  gentlemen  have  to  take  offence  at  what  has 
been  said  of  their  party  1  Has  it  not  been  the 
constant  practice,  for  years,  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  to  criminate  the  views,  and  vilify  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  of  those  who 
supported  the  operations  of  (he  Government  ?  Has 
not  the  wish  and  intention  to  change  the  form  of 
Oovernmeot  been  often  imputed  to  as  1  Has  it  not 
been  insinuated  that  we  were  more  friendly  to 
monarchy  than  to  republicanism,  and  desirous  of 
fashioning  the  Government  of  this  country  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  a  certain  foreiga  Govern- 
ment ?  Could  anything  be  more  insidious,  more 
groundless,  or  more  calnnmious,  than  these  impu- 
tations? 

And  when,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  at- 
tempt to  lisp  even  a  disagreeable  truth,  the  gen- 
tlemen then  flew  for  shelter  behind  the  rules  of 
decorum  and  the  etiquette  of  good  breeding.  Mr. 
B.  said,  it  gave  him  no  pleasure  to  say  anything 
which  ma  unpleasant  to  any  part  of  the  House, 
but  what  his  duty  enjoined  him  to  say  he  should 
consider  it  not  only  as  a  fals^  but  a  criminal  deli- 
cacy to  suppress. 

He  had  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  with  having  op- 
posed the  amendment  introduced  into  the  sedition 
bill,  giving  a  power  to  the  jury  to  decide  the  law 
and  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  : 
other  cases.  He  should  not  deny  this  charge.  He 
admitted  it  to  be  true ;  but,  if  the  gentleman  had 
acted  candidly,  he  would  hare  stated  the  ground 
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upon  which  he  had  rested  bis  opposition.  It  was 
not  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the 
amendment,  but  because  he  considered  the  provis- 
ion as  nugatory  and  useless.  It  was  because  he 
had  DO  doubt  that  a  jury  would  possess  and  exer- 
cise the  power  as  fully  without  the  provision  being 
introduced  into  the  law  as  under  a  specification  « 
it  He  had  opposed  it  upon  the  same  principle 
that  he  should  have  opposed  a  provision  that  a 
party  should  not  be  convicted  upon  a  charge  under 
the  law,  without  the  jury  being  sworn  to  give  a 
true  verdict,  or  without  the  jury  all  agreemg  in 
their  verdict.  But,  as  the  gentleman  has  tuen 
the  pains  tomeotioo  an  instance  in  which  hecoa- 
ceived  him  unfriendly  to  the  security  of  the  party 
accused,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  hoped  he  should  be  ex* 
cused  for  taking  the  liberty  of  mentioning  an 
ammdment  which,  upon  his  motion,  was  incor- 
porated into  the  bill,  and  which  greatly  enlarged 
the  means  of  defence  under  the  law.  He  allud- 
ed to  the  clause  which  enabled  a  defendant  to 

J;ive  the  truth  of  a  charge  in  evidence  in  his  de- 
enee.  He  took  the  common  law  to  be  that,  upoa 
a  prosecution  for  a  libel,  the  truth  of  the  charge 
could  not  be  given  in  evidence.  By  the  provis- 
ion, therefore,  which  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
introducing  into  the  bill,  he  conceived  that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  had  been  placed  on  a  basis  as 
broad  as  was  compatible  with  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society.  As  the  law  stood,  no  man  could 
be  convicted  but  for  publishing  a  malicious  false- 
hood. He  was  not  liable  to  be  punished  for  his 
malice,  unless  it  was  false ;  nor,  ior  his  falsehood, 
unless  it  was  malicious.  And  surely  there  could 
be  found  no  man  so  dmaved,  so  devoid  of  mocal 
rectitude^  as  to  eonteiM  that  punishment  should 
not  attend  a  fiUsehood  published  with  a  malibious 
intent 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  in  the  course  of  his  former  ob- 
servations, he  had  remarked  that  there  had  been 
but  one  instance  in  which  any  one  had  suffered 
under  the  operation  of  the  law.  And  this  obser- 
vatioD,  which  was  designed  to  prove  it  of  a  harm- 
less nature,  had  been  laid  hold  of  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  show  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  passing  it ;  and^^as  there 
was  no  occasion,  there  was  no  power  ot  passing 
it.  This  he  conceived  to  be  a  perverted  view  m 
the  subject.  It  did  not  follow  because  no  cases 
happened  under  a  law,  that,  therefore^  it  was  aur 
necessary.  The  terrors  of  a  law  might  prerent 
the  commission  of  crimes  which  otherwise  might 
justly  have  been  apprehended.  He  did  not  know 
that  any  persons  had  been  convicted  of  piracy ; 
but  it  would  not,  therefore,  follow,  he  said,  that  it 
was  unnecessary  to  provide  a  punishment  for  the 
crime.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  the  true  pride  of  a 
country,  to  hare  laws  punishing  crimes  with  se- 
verity, with  few  or  no  instances  of  persons  suffer- 
ing under  them.  It  was  an  evidence  of  a  sound 
and  wholesome  state  of  society.  It  was  a  prooC 
also,  that  the  Government  was  not  in  the  bands 
of  persons  whose  vices  or  crimes  stood  in  need  of 
the  counteoaace  or  indemnity  of  indulgent  or 
weak  laws. 

In  order  to  show  the  injustice  of  the  law  ia 
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qnestioD,  the  ^entlemaD  from  PeDosylvaDia  had 
complaiDed  bitterly  of  its  operation  apoo  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  whose  coDstituents,  in  conse- 
qDenceofbis  punisbroeDt.  would  be  left  the  greater 

Ert  of  B  session  without  a  Representative.  Mr. 
said,  he  could  excuse  the  impulse  of  sym- 
pathy, but  he  did  not  expect  such  an  instance  of 
uniH^idence  from  that  gentleman.  He  could  not 
have  supposed  that  the  gentleman  would  have 
pnUkiy  r^retted  the  absence  of  ft  man  whose 
presence  would  have  disgraced  the  Houm,  and 
whose  society  humbled  those  who  were  obliged  tp 
anoetate  with  him.  A  man  who  had  been  con- 
^eted  of  a  crime  of  the  strongest  political  cast 
which  erideoeed  a  will  to  destrov  the  Qorem- 
ment  of  the  country,  and  proved  the  party  to  be 
utterly  unworthy  of  any  public  trust. 

Mr.  B.  believed  there  could  hardly  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  could  question  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  jury  or  the  integrity  of  the  court  who 
passed  upon  the  trial  of  the  party  referred  to ;  and, 
after  he  had  been  convicted  of  an  aggravated 
breach  of  the  law,  could  he  be  deemed  a  fit  per- 
son to  make  laws  ?  A  man  who  will  not  obey 
the  law,  will  you  allow  him  to  make  laws?  If 
hk  example  shonld  be  followed,  wlwt  wonld  avail 
yoar  laws?  Thev  might  be  food  for  worms,  but 
society  would  not  be  benefited  by  them.  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  had  no  hesitation  io  going  further,  and  ex- 
plieitly  declaring  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  member 
ought  to  be  instantly  apelled,  if  he  should  again 
take  his  seat. 

The  Speakeb  observed  that  the  gentleman  was 
departing  from  the  qaestion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  risen  simply  to  reply  to  some 
observations  which  had  &llen  from  different  gen- 
tfemeo  on  the  other  side. 

They  bad  not  much  connexion  with  the  subject 
before  the  House,  and,  of  consequence,  necessarily 
led  him  from  it.  He  had  not  much  to  excuse  him, 
for  he  had  ever  been  sensible  that  be  could  not 
follow  their  example  without  running  into  error. 
He  would,  however,  be  more  guards  in  future. 
Presnming  that  gentlemen  were  impatient  at  the 
late  hour  for  the  question,  he  woula  trespass  no 
longer  on  their  patience. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  and  carried— 51  to 
48,  as  follows : 

John  Allen,  George  Baer,  Jan.,  Bailey  Bart< 
bo,  JaiDCs  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks, 
etasbma  Banock,  Cbrirtopher  O.  Cbamplin,  Sdbn  Chap. 
man,  James  Cochran,  WilHam  Craik,  mmael  W.  Dana, 
John  Dennis,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  JonaUian  Freeman,  Henry 
Glen,  Chaunce;  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger 
GtmwoW,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  GoodJoe  Har- 

eiT,  Thomaa  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L. 
owner,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lvman,  James  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel 
Moigan,  Lewis  R.  Monis,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac 
Fadur,  Thomas  Fin^n,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  < 
jm^  James  Sehoreman,  Samuel  SewaU,  William  Shis- 
pard,  Tbomma  aionickson,  Pdl^  Spngu^  Qwgt  '■ 
Thatdker,  Rkhard  Thaaas,  Mark  lliomaDii,  John  E.  < 
Tan  Ales,  Peleg  Walworth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  < 
WilKaK  ] 


Nirs — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thoous 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cab*  . 
ell,Thomai  Claiborne,  WiUiam  Chatlee  C<iie  Cfau- 
bome,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Daiie, 
John  DawBon,  Geoi^  Dent,  Jomh  Eggleston,  Lncaa 
Elmendor^  Wm.  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, James  Gillespie,  An^ew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna* 
Carter  B.  Hamson,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  ioavfh 
Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  Mo- 
Clenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  Jonah  Parker,  Tompeon  J.  Skmner,  Samuel 
Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  Richard  Dobbe  Speight,  Rich* 
ard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thunaa 
TiUiaghwt,  Abram  Tiigg,  John  Trigg,  nUUp  Van 
Cortluidt,  iampb  B.  Vamnm,  Atwaham  TenaUa,  and 
Robert  Williama. 

Messrs.  Qoodri  ch,Pincehbt,  NicHOLaS)  Ckaik, 
and  Hartlbt,  were  named  a  committee  to  report 
upon  the  subject. 


Wednbsdat,  February  13. 
Mr.  Greqo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Sturgeon,  [confined 
in  prison  for  debts  due  the  United  States,  for  mo< 
oeys  received  as  Collector,  which  he  appropriated 
to  his  own  use,  and  is  unable  to  refuQd,J[  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  the  said  Robert 
Sturgeon  from  nis  present  confinement;  which 
was  committed. 

Mr.  Rdtleooe  called  up  for  consideration  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  which,  after 
a  few  observations,  was  agreed  to,  $360  being  al- 
lowed him,  on  account  of  his  sickness.  It  was 
ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Greoo  presented  a  remonstrance  against 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  signed  by  two  hundred 
and  seventy  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Mif- 
flin county  which  lies  north  of  Tuney's  moun- 
taio.  Mr.  O.  said  that,  yesterday,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  on  the  subject  of  the  reference  of  the 
several  petitions  respecting  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  some  insinuations  had  been  thrown  oat 
against  the  eharacten  of  the  signers  of  these  pe- 
titions, and  the  manner  la  wfatcn  their  signatures 
had  been  obtained.  He  therefore  thought  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  him  to  state,  in  his  place,  that 
the  remonstrance  which  he  presented  had  been 
drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  the  signers  thein- 
selves,  iu  consequence  of  and  agreeable  to  certain 
resolutions  which  they  had  previonsly  adopted  at 
a  numerous  meeting,  specially  convened  for  that 
purpose.  The  signers  are  mostly  freeholders,  and 
others,  reputable  inhabitants  of  that  district. 
Many  of  tne  more  aged  of  tb«n  have  been  ac- 
tively aod  unefuUy  engaged  in  the  service  of  their 
country  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  and  ever 
since  that  period  have  conducted  themselves  as 
good  citizens  and  friends  to  the  Government,  con- 
stantly yielding  to  its  laws  a  ready  and  cheerful 
submission.  This  is  the  first  and  only  instance  of 
their  troubling  Government  with  their  complaints, 
and  he  was  persuaded  they  would  have  been  silent 
now,  had  they  not  been  irresistibly  impelled  to 
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the  measare  by  the  force  of  the  objectioos  which 
ihey  had  stated  in  their  TetnoDstrance. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  aluo  two  petitions  and  re- 
moDstnoces  on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  380  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  coanty  in  this  State, 
which  he  wished  also  to  present.  He  remarked, 
with  respect  to  these  petitions,  that  they  had  been 
formed  bydeputiesfromdiffereot  parts  of  the  couQiy, 
and  were  signed  by  the  yeomanry  of  the  places  from 
which  they  came }  a  yeomanry  highly  respectable, 
not  only  for  their  number,  but  also  in  point  of  afflu- 
eooe,  respectability,  and  patriotism.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  petitions  would  be  referred,  and  meet 
with  that  attention  which  their  importance  re- 
qaired. 

They  were  referred  to  the  select  eommittoe  yes- 
terday appointed. 

Mr.  Havens  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
Queen's  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
for  a  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  which 
was  reierred  to  the  same  committee. 

DUTIES  ON  DRAWBACKS. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  observed,  that  it  was  said  the 
other  day  that  some  additional  -revenue  might  be 
drawn  from  commerce.  As  a  bill  had  passed  this 
House  for  the  purpose  of  effectnally  protecting 
commerce,  he  hoped  some  additional  revenue 
would  be  raised  from  it ;  and  proposed  a  resolntion 
to  the  following  effect : 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
additional  duty  ought  to  be  laid  upon  dimwbaeka  aUowed 
on  good*  exported  from  the  United  Stafeea;  and  that 
th^  report  by  bill  otherwise. 

Oidered  to  lie. 

LAW  OP  RETALUTION. 

The  biU  from  the  S«iate  vesting  the  power  of 
letaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  President  oi  the 
United  States,  was  read ;  and,  on  a  motion  bang 
made  to  commit  the  bill  for  to-morrow, 

Mr.  NioBOLAs  hoped  it  would  be  made  the 
order  for  Monday;  as  he  understood,  at  the  time 
this  subject  was  before  the  Senate,  it  was  declared 
that  the  President  had  received  information  of 
the  French  arr«t,  upon  which  this  bill  is  founded, 
having  been  suspended;  for,  though  necessity 
might  call  upon  ibe  Legislature  for  a  law  of  this 
kind,  without  that  necessity  no  one  could  wish 
to  see  oar  code  stained  by  a  law  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOB  thought  it  improper  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  House  should  be  influenced  by 
mere  report.  He  had  not  beard  of  the  report  of 
whieh  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  speaks.  He 
supposed  it  was  a  mere  report  of  the  day.  If 
there  had  been  any  foundation  for  it,  ere  now  it 
would  have  found  its  way  into  a  certain  print. 
Or,  if  there  had  been  any  such  information,  it 
would  doubtless  have  been  sent  to  this  House  by 
the  Executive.  He  was  jHvmpt  in  sending  the 
arr^t,  and  be  would  certainly  have  been  equally 
so  ill  sending  any  account  which  he  might  have 
received  of  its  suspension.  He  was,  therefore, 
unwilling  to  postpone  the  bill  on  account  of  any 
report  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  LiviNttSTOK  had  also  heard  the  report  men- 


[FbbiuabTjITW. 


tioned  by  the  ffendeman  from  Virginia,  and  bad 

Srepared  a  resuution  for  calling  upon  ue  Piesi- 
ent  for  any  information  which  he  may  poisett 
relative  to  this  matter.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  that  the  House  ought 
not  to  be  influenced  in  its  deliberations  by  vague 
information.  He  also  agreed  with  him  that  the 
measure  is  important,  but,  being  important,  he  did 
not  think  the  House  ought  to  be  hurried  to  a  de- 
cision upon  it  without  consideration;  the  more 
important  the  measure,  said  he,  the  more  we  ought 
to  r^ect  upon  it  before  we  adopt  it;  the  more 
serious  the  consequences  which  may  arise  from 
it,  the  more  we  ought  to  wish  for  informatitn 
which  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject.  Wky 
commit  this  bill  for  to-morrow,  instead  of  Mon- 
day, when  there  is  at  least  a  possibility  that  in- 
formation, of  the  kind  which  had  been  mentioned, 
has  been  received  by  the  Executive?  HeemU 
see  no  reason  for  it.  He  meant  to  1»  the  rasoln- 
tion.  whieh  he  had  prepared  to  call  for  this  infiir- 
mation,  upon  the  table.  Whether  the  President 
would  send  the  infornution  without  being  called 
upon,  or  whether  the  President  isacquaintedwidi 
the  suspension  of  this  decree,  he  bad  no  means 
knowing,  it  was  sufficient  for  bim  to  beUere 
that  the  information  does  exist,  to  make  it  Us 
duty  to  call  for  it. 

Mr.  Bbooks  said,  though  the  bill  be  made  the 
order  for  to-morrow,  if  it  should  af^>ear  that  uy 
information  was  likely  to  be  obtamed,  it  woald 
not  be  taken  up,  but  deferred  till  Monday ;  but  to 
defer  it,  from  a  mere  surmise  that  information  may 
be  received,  would  be  showing  too  great  a  fond- 
ness to  catch  at  the  least  shadow,  as  an  apology 
for  suspending  our  proceedings  upon  a  bill  of  w 
momentous  a  nature.  He  should  be  sorry  to  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  the  hx 
taltoTtia — but,  in  some  cases,  it  may  become  the 
greatest  mercy.  Mr.  B.  did  not  thiu  it  would  be 
right  to  call  upon  the  President  for  despatebei 
which  it  was  not  known  he  had  received.  U, 
said  he,  the  President  has  received  the  infonaa- 
tioo,  will  he  not  communicate  it,  without  beiiiff 
called  for?  When  we  know  that  he  has  received 
it,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  pass  a  resolntioa 
such  as  is  proposed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  if  gentlemen  would  conde- 
scend to  understand  the  business,  some  speeches 
might  be  saved.  It  was  declared,  by  members  in 
the  Senate,  that  they  had  been  told  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  this  information  had  been  re- 
ceived. But,  according  to  the  gentleman  list 
up,  said  Mr.  N.,  we  are  not  to  call  for  inforaUr 
tion^  except  we  are  certain  the  President  possesses 
it;  if  stk  we  pat  it  in  his  power  to  conceal  from 
the  House  whatever  information  he  pleases.  Mr. 
N.  thought  it  would  have  been  as  wdl  for  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  RuTLBnoa) 
to  have  spared  his  remarks  on  this  subject;  be- 
cause, if  Ibis  information  should  be  obtained  by  a 
call  upon  the  President,  he  would  have  ^ 
nonneed  a  censnre  upon  him  for  not  having  srat 
it  without  the  call  He  hoped  gentlenen  voold 
now  oonseBt  to  let  this  bttaneaa  lie  for  a  day  or 
two. 
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Mr.  OoRDON  obserred,  ffentlenien  adverted  to 
a  partiealar  arr£t  of  the  Freiich  Directory,  as  if 
it  was  the  only  oae  to  which  the  priociple  of  this 
bill  could  apply.  la  looking  into  the  bill  it  would 
be  foood  to  be  intended  to  operate  not  only  on 
that  an<t,  but  any  law  which  may  be  passed  by 
the  French  RepaSlic,  and  which  may  e»ll  for  re- 
taliati^.  Oo  this  ground  he  should  vote  in  favor 
of  this  bill,  provided  it  shall  be  found  that  the 
wrAt  alluded  to  has  been  suspended  or  repealed. 
Gentlemen  exclaim,  What!  shall  we  not  wait  a 
moment  before  we  stain  our  code  by  a  law  like 
this,  which  will  authorize  the  most  sanguinary 
acts?**  Mr.  G.  said  this  law,  instead  of  being 
saagnioary,  is  intended  to  prevent  sanguinary 
acts,  and  to  preserve  the  lives  t^oar  citizens.  If 
the  decree  alluded  to  is  repealed,  wtuit  security 
have  we  that  the  Directory  will  not  soon  pass  a 
similar  one?  And,  after  Congress  rises,  no  reta- 
tiatory  law  can  be  enacted  to  meet  it.  He  hoped, 
tfaeietore,  that  the  House  would  proceed  in  this 
taunesi,  withont  wwting  for  the  raformation  in 
qaeition. 

Mr.  Harpbr  believed  it  was  not  perfectly  in 
wder  to  introduce  here  what  mar  have  been  said 
in  the  Senate,  with  the  view  of  making  it  the 
ground  of  our  aeciiions.  Though  the  bill  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  it  does  not  follow  that 
it  will  be  taken  up  on  that  day,  and  if  objection 
be  made  to  it,  it  doabtless  will  not  If  any  gen- 
tleman, on  inquiry  at  the  office  at  the  Secretary  of 
State,  should  to-morrr^w  state  that  the  inforniatioo 
alluded  to  bad  been  received,  and  bring  forward  a 
resolution  calling  for  it,  this  bill  would  certainly 
give  way  to  other  wders  of  the  day.  It  did  not 
appear  to  Mr.  H.  that  it  was  a  just  conclusion, 
that  because  the  French  may  have  suspended  or 
repealed  the  decree  lately  passed,  that  this  law 
o^fat  not  to  be  enacted.  May  not  seamen  of  other 
eotutries,  taken  on  board  our  own  ships,  if  this 
decree  ia  repealed,  be  considered  as  (urates,  if  the 
Freoeh  shall  choose  to  call  us  enemies,  which  we 
have  no  reason  to  think  they  will  not?  Besides, 
u  has  been  noticed,  the  offensive  decree  ma^  be 
again  renewed  when  Congress  is  not  in  session ; 
ud,  before  Congress  comes  together  again,  our 
seamen,  taken  on  board  British  ships,  may  be  sac- 
rificed as  pirates;  and  he  was  astonished  that  gen- 
tlemen, woo  have  heretofore  been  so  zealous  for 
the  protection  of  our  seamen,  when  impressed  by 
one  country,  should  now  be  so  cool,  when  they 
are  about  to  be  hung  by  another.  What  could  be 
the  reason  of  this,  he  could  not  say,  but  the  fact  is 
striking. 

Mr.  H.  did  not  believe,  with  the  eenUeman 
fhna  Virginia,  that  the  passing  of  this  bill  would 
be  staining  our  code.  If  would  be  repelling  vio- 
tenee  by  nolence.  It  would  be  the  same  as  say- 
ing to  a  murderer  or  highwayman,  "  if  yon  attack 
me,  I  will  put  yon  to  death."  This,  said  he,  is 
the  law  of  nature  and  of  reason ;  and  so  far  from 
this  law  staining  our  code,  he  thought  it  would  be 
honorable  to  this  Legislature,  as  it  would  show 
that  it  had  spirit  to  repel  so  great  an  outrage,  a 
paiailel  to  mieh  could  not  be  foimd  in  the  most 
oarbaroos  countries.  [Mr.  NtcaoLAS  ofaeerred 
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that  he  had  said  it  would  stain  our  code,  if  found 
to  be  unnecessarv.J  Mr.  H.  was  about  to  say  that 
if  France  repealed  her  obnoxious  decrees,  there 
would  be  nothing  for  this  law  to  operate  upon. 
Bot,  said  Mr.  H.,  ts  the  arr£t  in  question  the  only 
act  to  which  this  law  can  apply?  Let  gentle- 
men remember  the  famous  decree  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1796,  in  which  the  same  provision  exists 
in  relation  to  American  seamen,  which  is  in  the 
late  decree  made  general,  and  the  6ist  decree  is 
yet  in  force.  In  his  opinion,  a  bill  like  the  pres- 
ent ought  to  have  been  passed  long  ago,  and  he 
thought  it  disgraceful  to  the  country  that  such  a 
law  had  not  before  now  been  passed.  He  saw  no 
reason  for  making  it  the  order  for  a  distant  day. 

Mr.  Habtlbt  hoped  this  bill  would  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow.  If  the  decree  was  merely 
suspended,  it  might  at  any  time  be  renewed.  , 

Mr.  EooLBBTOM  said  it  was  unfortunate  that  in 
almost  every  subject  which  cornea  before  this 
House,  addresses  are  made  to  the  ^ssions  of 
members,  instead  of  to  their  reason.  We  all  feel 
as  we  ought  to  do  for  the  protection  of  our  citi- 
zens, both  by  sea  and  land ;  but  ouffht  not  mem- 
bers to  have  sufficient  time  allowedthem  for  o^ 
taining  information  on  the  subjects  upon  which 
they  are  called  to  act.  He  thought  gentlemen 
had  wholly  departed  from  order  in  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  bill.  If  it  were  in  order  to  speak  of 
its  merits,  it  might  have  been  asked  whether,  be- 
cause the  British  had  passed  an  order  to  retaliate 
this  decree,  it  is  become  necessary  to  pass  a  simi- 
lar law  here?  But,  in  a  question  whether  the 
bill  shall  be  made  the  order  for  to-morrow  at 
Monday,  it  was  only  necessary  to  state  that  in- 
formation is  wanted.  ■ 

Mr.  Bbooks  thought  gentlemen  were  wn»g 
in  charging  this  bill  with  the  term  sanffuinaiT. 
If  there  M  anytbii^  sanguinary  ia  it,  it  saould  be 
charged  upon  the  French  Republic,  and  not  upon 
Congress,  for  repelling  their  sangainary  decree 
With  the  same  reason  might  a  person  be  called 
sanguiniry,  who  should  say  to  a  robber  or  mnr- 
derer  about  to  enter  bis  house,  "  if  you  dare  enter 
and  commit  violence,  we  will  meet  you  with  the 
point  of  the  bayonet."  No ;  gentlemen  say  it  is 
possible  the  French  may  not  carry  this  decree  into 
effect,  or  there  is  a  report  they  will  not  do  it.  But, 
said  Mr.  S.,  until  we  know  that  the  French  have 
not  only  repealed  their  decree,  but  ceased  to  act 
upon  it ;  not  only  that  they  hare  suspended  it,  but 
that  they  will  not  bring  it  again  into  fwcoe,  we 
ought  to  pass  this  law. 

Mr.  Qallatin  observed  that  the  present  ques- 
tion was  merely  whether  the  bill  should  be  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow  or  Monday.  The  reason 
for  wishing  it  darned'  till  Monday  is,  that  in- 
formation  may  then  be  received  which  cannot  be 
had  to-morrow.  The  question  is,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  O.,  whether  we  mean  to  pass  a  retaliation 
taw  upon  general  ground,  according  to  the  views 
of  the  gentleman  from  new  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
OobdohO  bf  passing  diis  law,  thouga  there  is  no 
decree  of  France  to  be  repelled  by  it,  or  to  go  upon 
the  ground  of  retaliating  a  erael  and  unjustifiable 
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decree.  He  had  no  doubt  on  this  poioL  It  ap- 
peared to  him  improper  to  grant  sach  a  power  on 
general  grounds.  If  there  be  any  propriety  in 
such  a  measure,  it  must  be  to  meet  and  repel  that 
decree.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  more 
distant  day,  that  the  fact  may  be  ascertained 
whether  the  decree  is  in  existence  or  not.  As  to 
the  argument,  though  it  is  now  repealed,  it  may 
be  re-enacted,  he  trusted  Congress  would  never 
legislate  on  a  supposition  of  this  kind. 

It  had  been  said  that  ^ntlemen  who  had  been 
very  earnest  on  the  subject  of  our  seamen  when 
impressed  by  one  nation,  are  now  very  cool  when 
they  are  about  to  be  hung  by  another.  The  obser- 
Tation  might  be  retortedl>y  saying.  genUemen  are 
now  very  ready  to  reuliate  a  vi^eot  measure 
threatened  by  one  nation,  though  heretofore  they 
never  thought  of  such  a  thing,  when  violent  acts 
*irere  committed  by  another.  It  is  true  the  decree 
complained  of  is  sanguinary  and  disgraceful  to  the 
French  nation ;  and,  though  it  is  true  that  a  sim- 
ilar decree  was  passed  two  years  ago  against  Ame- 
rican seamen,  it  is  not  less  true  that  not  one  of  our 
seamen  has  suffered  in  consequence  of  it.  And  it 
is  not  less  true  that,  though  Great  Britain  had 
passed  no  decree  upon  the  subject,  they  have 
pressed  into  their  service  thousands  of  our  sea- 
men, who  have  been  forced  against  their  will  to 
fif^ht  their  battles,  and  many  of  whom  hare  been 
killed  on  board  of  their  vessels.  We  seemed 
alarmed,  said  Mr.  G.,  at  a  decree  on  paper,  but  not 
at  acts  of  cruelty  which  hare  taken  place  without 
a  decree.  He  did  not  mean  by  this  to  say  it  would 
be  proper  to  pass  an  act  of  retaliation  against  the 
British  nation.  He  knew  there  were  other  modes 
of  settling  this  business,  and  he  did  not  know  but 
they  had  Seen  adopted.  He  only  mentioned  the 
fact  to  show  that  the  insinuation  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  is  unfounded. 

In  relation  to  this  bill  itself  he  considered  it  as 
very  unimportant.  He  did  not  believe,  if  the  de- 
cree is  not  repealed,  that  it  will  ever  be  carried 
into  effect;  and  the  reason  why  he  was  of  this 
opinion,  was,  that  the  former  decree  had  existed 
for  two  years  without  being  carried  into  effect. 
Nor  did  he  believe  this  law  would  be  carried  into 
effect,  if  passed;  and,  for  this  reason,  because  a 
retaliation  law  never  could  be  carried  into  effect 
in  this  country.  He  believed,  if  the  French  na- 
tion were  to  execute  this  decree,  the  effect  pro- 
duced here  would  not  be  a  deaire  to  retaliate,  but  a 
declaration  of  war.  The  American  nation  would, 
with  one  voice,  be  ready  to  resent  such  a  conduct ; 
but  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  reconcile  them 
to  retaliation,  for,  though  every  one  knows  there 
was  sufficient  cause  for  retaliation  during  the  last 
war,  no  instance  of  the  kind  had  occurred.  Ame- 
ricans hate  the  cool  shedding  of  blood,  and,  there- 
fore, he  did  not  expect  the  law,  if  passed,  would  ever 
be  executed.  But.  if  it  is  thought  proper  to  hold  it 
in  terrorem  it  ought  not  to  passed,  except  the  de- 
cree which  it  is  intended  to  repel  is  in  existence. 

Mr.  CuAMPLiN  said  that  this  bill  appears  not  to 
be  understood.  It  is  said,  in  ca&e  the  French  de- 
cree is  repealed,  this  will  be  a  sanguinary  law. 
This  cannot  be,  because  there  will  be  noenormity 
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to  retaliate.  He  thought  it  was  a  case  that  ong^t 
long  since  to  have  bwn  provided-for,  and  that  it 
is  disgraceful  to  the  country  that  it  was  not  He 
was  surprised  at  one  argument,  viz:  that  on  in- 
vestigation, we  may  find  that  the  British  may 
have  taken  our  seamen  under  their  protection, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
law.  He  was  surprised,  also,  that  the  remark  should 
come  from  gentlemen  who,  he  should  have  sup- 
posed, would  not  have  received  protection  for  oar 
seamen  from  Great  Britain.  Mr.  C.  was  for  our- 
selves redressing  the  wrongs  of  our  seamen.  With 
respect  to  the  impressment  of  seamen,  gentlemen 
are  tremblingly  alive  whenever  that  subject  is 
mentioned.  As  to  the  report  which  has  been  men- 
tioned, he  thought  it  ot  little  consequence  whe- 
ther tme  or  fals&  If  the  decree  be  repealed,  he 
should  still  think  it  propf  r  to  pass  this  law,  and 
could  see  no  reason  for  delaying  the  bill  a  moment. 
When  such  violence  is  proposed,  it  ought  to  be 
opposed  almmt  by  acclamauoo. 

Mr.  EouLESTON  said,  it  would  be  curious  enough 
if,  after  suffering  Great  Britain  to  impress  our 
seamen  with  impunity,  if,  because  France  shall 
punish  them  for  being  in  that  situation,  we  shall 
go  to  war  with  her.  For  it  is  clear,  if  the  men 
had  not  been  first  pressed,  there  would  have  been 
no  cause  of  offence  on  the  part  of  France. 

Mr.  LiviNQSTON  said,  he  was  far  from  arrogat- 
ing to  himself  any  merit  on  account  of  his  former 
exertions  in  behalf  of  American  seamen  ;  nor  had 
he  taken  to  himself  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  on  this  subject.  But  it 
seem^  said  Mr.  L.,  that  he  alluded  to  my  zeal  at 
that  time,  and  my  coolness  nofr.  He  did  not  see 
how  this  coidd  be  inferred.  The  bill  from  the 
Senate,  now  under  consideration,  gives  extraor- 
dinary powers  to  the  President.  It  has  been  on 
the  table  one  day.  A  few  days  only  are  asked  in 
order  to  gain  information.  He  could  see  no 
blameable  coolness  in  this.  The  decree  of  the 
Directory  is  one  of  the  most  detestable  that  ever 
disgraced  the  code  of  any  nation.  No  man  could 
have  but  ooe  impression  upon  it.  We  are,  said 
Mr.  L.,  about  to  pass  a  law  to  prevent  the  evit: 
but  ought  we  not  to  examine  the  best  means  of 
repelling  this  decree,  and  not  pass  laws  by  accla- 
mation, as  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  ad- 
vises us  to  do ;  not  to  pursue  a  conduct  which, 
when  we  receive  further  information,  we  shall  be 
sorry  fot.  Mr.  L.  took  a  review  of  the  former 
steiK  which  were  taken  for  the  relief  of  Ameri- 
can seamen,  in  which  he  had  acted  a  principal 
part.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  takoi  ap 
before  Mond^,  as,  if  it  was,  the  House  might  act 
upon  false  information. 

Mr.  L.  had  serious  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
passing  a  retaliation  law  at  alL  He  had  doubts 
whether,  because  one  nation  becomes  cruel  and 
barbarous,  we  should  become  so  too ;  whether, 
because  one  nation  roasts  our  citizens,  we  should 
roast  theirs.  He  hoped,  however,  the  expected 
information  would  be  waited  for. 

Mr.  Rdtleoqe  observed,  though  it  would  seem 
to  be  disagreeable  to  the  Keotlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York  toA  this  bill  should  be 
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mide  the  order  of  the  day  for  tomorrow ;  yet  the 
pmsiiu'Df  this  qaestion  has  given  them  an  op- 
portDDity,  which  they  never  fail  to  seize  witn 
aiidity,  of  talking  about  the  conduct  of  Qreat 
BriiaiD  several  years  ago,  and  which  conduct  h.»» 
lonr  since  been  adjusted  by  negotiation,  in  order 
to  destroy  the  quick  sense  of  injuries  which  we 
feel  frona  the  oppressive  conduct  of  France.  We 
hare  nothing  to  do  at  this  time,  said  Mr.  R^,  with 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  against  French 
woceedings  that  we  are  now  proridmg  a  remedy. 
Bat  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  we 
never  thought  of  retaliation  against  the  British. 
Whit,  said  Mr.  R.,  was  the  conduct  of  the  friends 
of  thia  bill  with  respect  to  Qreat  Britain  in  a  re- 
cent instance  ?  Did  not  gentlemen,  who  are  fre- 
foeaily  charged  with  too  great  affection  for  that 
emntry,  the  moment  thejr  heard  of  the  outrage 
which  had  been  committed  by  a  British  vessel  of 
war  against  one  of  our  vessels,  come  forward  with 
a  resolution  calling  upon  the  President  for  informa- 
ticFn  relative  to  the  affair  ?  and  has  not  the  Presi- 
dent sinee  given  the  most  spirited  orders  to  the 
mmmaoders  of  our  vessels  with  respect  to  their 
fdture  conduct  1  This  was  their  conduct  towards 
Great  Britain,  though  ihejr  are  constantly  and  in- 
stdiotuly  chai^ied  with  being  always  favorable  to 
that  coantry. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  thai, 
ifoae  nation  roasts  their  prisoners  he  would  not 
fallow  their  example,  though  he  had  the  other  day 
introdaeed  both  imtaaces  of  boiling  and  roast- 
ing in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  What  was  the 
condoet  of  G^t  Britain  when  France  declared 
that  00  quarter  should  be  given  to  her  soldiers  in 
case  of  victory  ?  They  declared  thejr  woi^ld  retal- 
iate, and  the  French  repealed  their  sanguinary 
decrees.  If  you  have  to  contend  with  an  enemy 
vho  is  r^rdleiis  of  the  laws  of  war,  you  most 
also  be  regardless  of  them.  If  you  have  to  coo- 
tend  with  cannibals,  you  must  reduce  yourselves, 
u  nearly  as  you  can,  to  the  state  of  cannibals. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  EooLEa- 
ton)  is  afraid  of  being  hurried  into  a  vote.  He 
has  not  been  long  on  this  floor;  if  he  had,  he 
woold  know  that  he  has  no  need  to  entertain  a 
fear  of  this  kind;  if  be  wants  information  before 
the  bill  tt  passeiL  time  will  be  given  him.  We  do 
not  nos.  said  Mr.  R.,  for  going  into  a  Committee 
of  ine  Whole  on  tbu  bill  to-morrow,  bat  merely 
ibit  it  may  be  made  the  order  for  that  day,  that  it 
nay  not  appear  to  the  world  that  we  are  diverted 
from  our  purposes  with  respect  to  France  by 
the  most  trifling  occurrences. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  to  correct  a  statement  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  perhaps  in- 
•drertently,  but  certainly  not  just.  Hehastelked 
tboot  thousands  of  our  seamen  impressed  by  Qreat 
Britain.  He  forgot  that  thousands  meant  only 
forty-two!  He  could  further  state  that  the  most 
e&cioat  measures  have  been  taken  to  counteract 
this  evil,  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  number  of 
■mpreismenis  have  of  late  greatly  diminished,  and 
weaowvwy  inconsideraUe.  This  he  was  able 
(0  state  from  documents  to  his  possession,  as  a 
wmber  of  the  committee  appointed  on  this  aub- 
5th  Cov.— 93 
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ject.  He  thought  it  proper  to  reduce  this  Ivoad 
assertion  to  fact. 

Leave  having  been  asked  for  Mr.  LtviNGSTOM 
to  speak  the  third  time,  and  obtained  by  a  divisira 
of  the  House, 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  said,  it  was  not  usual  with  him 
to  exceed  the  rule  of  the  House,  nor  would  he 
have  done  it  now.  if  he  had  thought  there  would 
have  been  any  opposition  to  a  few  words,  which 
he  wished  to  remark  on  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  He  says  that,  on 
Inquiry,  it  will  be  found  that  thousands  meanionly 
forty-two.  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
only  forty-two  of  oar  seamen  had  been  impressed 
by  the  British  ?  If  he  does,  the  documents  on  the 
table  will  contradict  him.  He  believed,  by  two 
lists  from  Mr.  King,  there  -appear  to  be  several 
hundreds — he  thought  eight  hundred — who  had 
applied  to  our  Minister  in  order  to  get  their  dis- 
charge, but  which  could  not  be  effected.  He  had 
seen  the  documents  which  the  |fenlleman  from 
South  Carolina  mentioned  as  being  in  his  bands 
and  he  believed  the  number  of  seamen  pressed 
during  the  last  year  does  not  exceed  the  number 
stated  by  him.  But  seamen,  to  the  extent  he  had 
mentioned,  to  a  certainty  are  yet  languishing  on 
board  British  ships  of  war;  and  when  the  difficulty 
of  communicating  with  our  Minister  from  ships 
of  war  is  consid?red,  the  number  having  applied 
for  relief,  it  will  appear  reasonable  tosuppo^that 
at  least  treble  the  number  are  suffering  on  board 
British  ships  of  war.  Add  to  these  the  nambers 
which  have  been  discharged  by  our  agents  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  elsewhere,  and  it  mu;t  be  allow* 
ed  that  the  British  have,  at  different  times,  im- 
pressed several  thousands  of  our  seamen.  Many 
of  these,  said  Mr.  L.,  are  now  rejoicing  in  their 
liberty,  which  h^s  been  effected  by  those  laws 
which  it  has  been  insinuated  were  passed  more 
under  the  influence  of  passion  than  of  reason.  He 
appealed  to  the  world  to  say  on  which  side  passion 
lay.  and  on  which  side  reason.  If  passion  and 
prejudice  have  produced  these  effects,  he  should 
never  covet  the  reason  which  other  gentlemo 
boast  of. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  complained  of  the  length  of  the 
debate,  and  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken. 

The  question  for  Monday  was  taken,  and  nega- 
tived—51  to  39.  The  bill  was  then  made  the  or- 
der for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Livingston  aflterward  laid  a  resolution  on, 
the  table  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Saohed,  That  the  Pietddent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  information 
which  he  may  have  leeeived  toochiog  the  suspensitm  of 
the  arr^t  of  the  French  Directory  relative  to  the  dti- 
xens  of  neotral  nations  found  on  board  of  British  ahlpe 
of  war." 

Ordered  to  lie  till  to-morrow. 

The  two  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  were 
(hen  read  and  committed : 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  giving  effect  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee; and 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  fw  the  sale 
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of  land  of  ihe  Ujuted  States  Northwest  of  the 
rirer  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky 
liver. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pihckney,  the  Hoase  went 
into  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  ap- 
propriating a  certain  sum  of  money  to  defray  the 
exp«ose  of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the 
I&dians }  and,  after  fillio^  the  blank  for  containing 
the  sum  appropriated  with  $25,000,  the  committee 
TOM,  and  the  House  having;  concurred  ia  the 
unendment,  and,  on  motion  oTMr.  Allen, adopt- 
ed 1  proviso,  limiting  the  allowance  to  Commis- 
aioaen  to  eight  dollars  a  day,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Thursday,  February  14. 
RSLATI0N8  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  LivufasTON  called  up  for  consideration,  the 
resolution  which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
calliog  upon  the  President  for  any  information 
which  he  may  possess  touching  the  suspension  of 
the  French  arr^t,  declaring  neutral  citizens  pirates 
when  found  on  board  the  vessels  of  belligerent 
Powers ;  which  being  read, 

Mr.  L.  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upoa  it.  He 
said  he  understood  that,  since  yesterday,  a  mem- 
ber  of  this  House  had  applied  at  the  omce  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  been  informed  that  some 
information  had  been  received  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject. Perhaps  the  gentleman  would  himself  state 
to  the  House  what  he  had  learned  from  that 
office. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  had  oiily  to  state,  that  he 
had  made  inquiry  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  had  been  informed  that  a  letter  nad 
been  received  from  our  Minister  in  London,  en- 
closing an  extract  from  the  Redacteur  (supposed 
to  be  an  official  French  paper)  stating  that  the 
Executive  Directory  had  suspended  the  edict  in 
question.  This  extract,  he  understood,  does  not 
stale  the  reason  of  this  suspension  j  but  our  Min- 
bter  writes,  that  it  was  owing  to  a  threat  of  the 
British  Government  to  retaliate  upon  French  citi- 
zens within  their  power. 

The  ye&H  and  nays  were  taken,  and  stood — 53 
to  38,  as  follows: 

T»B — John  Allen,  George  Bur,  jr.,  Abraham  Bold- 
win,  David  Bsrd,  Jamea  A.  Bayard,  Robert  Brown, 
8teph«i  Bullock,  Samael  J.  Cabell,  John  Chapman, 
Tbomia  CUttwrne,  Williata  Charlea  Cole  Claibome, 
Matthew  Ckj,  Jglw  Cloplon,  Icba  Da«nao»  Joseph 
Egl^erton.  Lucas  Eimmdoi^  WiUlam  FinAey,  John 
Fowler,  Nathaniel  Fraemui,  jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
Oillsqne,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John 
A.  Hanaa,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonathan  N.  Hav«ia,  Joseph  Heister.  David  Hdmes, 
Edward  Livingsbm,  Matthnv  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Matthevra,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joeeph  Mc- 
Dowell, Anthony  New,  John  Nicholai,  Jonah  Parker, 
Tbomai  Pindmey,  James  Schureman,  Tompaon  J. 
ndnner,  Samuel  SnuOi,  William  Smith,  Richard  Dobba 
Spaighl,  Richard  Sf^,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Suilsr,  Abnun  Trig^  SAn  Trigg,  JoMrii  B.  Tamom, 
Abraham  Veoable,  and  Robert  WiUiams. 

Nats— Bailir  Baitktt,  Jonathan  Bimoa,  D.  Braoki^ 


Christopher  O.  ChampHn,  James  Cochran,  Wifiiam 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennia,  George  Dent, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Alael  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jtmatban  Freeman,  Henry  Gtt-n,  Cbanaoqr 
Goodrich,  William  Goitdon,  Roger  Griswdd,  Williw 
]ffiifn^^n*»i  Hittrkff^  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Sobn 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamea  Hachir,  Lewii 
R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otia.  Isaac  Parker,  IcAm  Reed, 
John  Rotledge,  jr.,  Samael  Sewall,  Thomas  Sinniduco, 
Nidhaniel  SmiOi,  Pdeg  awagoe,  Gecme  Thatcbs^ 
Richard  Thonua,  Thomas  TilHntfiiat,  Robert  Wdl^ 
and  John  Williams. 

The  resolution  having  been  agreed  to,  Messrs. 
LivinoeroN  and  Habpeb  were  aj^inted  a  oon- 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  President  therewith. 

SUNDRY  BaLS. 

The  hill  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  defray  the  expense  of  holding  a  treaty  or  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians ;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  andjMSsed. 

On  motioD  ofMr.  S.Smitb,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  compensation  of  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  dntin  on  imports  and  tonnage,  ani 
for  other  purposes ;  and,  after  making  some  amend- 
ments, thecommittee  rose,  the  House concurredin 
the  ameodments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
eogrobsed  for  a  mird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Parker,  the  Hottse 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  of  ships  and 
vessels  of  the  United  States;  and,  after  some 
amendments,  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

[This  bill  provides  "  that  all  vessels  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  mounliog  20guna  kdA 
upward,  be  curomaudeU  by  captaius;  those  not 
exceeding  18  guns  (except  galleys,  which  are  to 
be  commanded  as  heretofore  provided  by  lawJby 
masters  or  lieutenants,  according  to  the  size  of  toe 
vessel,  to  be  regulated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  that  the  pay  of  a  captain,  eoni- 
maoding  ships  of  32  guns  and  upward,  be  $100 
per  month,  and  eight  rations  per  day  ;  of  captoui^ 
commanding  ships  of  20  and  under  32  guns,  |75 
a  month,  and  six  rations  a  day  ;  of  a  master-c(»i- 
mandant,  $60  per  month,  and  five  rations  per  dar  i 
and  of  lieutenants  who  may  command  the  smaller 
vessels,  $50  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day; 
that  whenever  any  officer  as  aforesaid  shall  beem- 
ployed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron,  in  separate 
service,  the  allowance  of  rations  to  suco  command- 
iog  officer  shall  be  doubled  during  the  continoince 
of  such  command,  and  no  longer,  except  in  caseof 
a  commanding  officer  of  the  Navy,  wnose  allow- 
ance, while  in  service,  shall  always  be  at  the  ntt 
of  sixteen  rations  per  ^."1 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Cuibobne,  tbe  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oa 
the  bill  for  amending  the  act  giving  effect  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  State  of  TettM|- 
see.  The  committee  rose  aod  reported  the ^ 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  thud 
reading. 
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Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Mokrib,  the  Hooseweni  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oa  the  bill  proTidinr 
eompeosalion  lo  marshals,  jurors,  attorneys,  and 
witnesses ;  and.  afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
committee  roaej  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  8. 
RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
The  following  Message  was  rbceired  from  the 
Frbbidcnt  op  the  Dkited  Statbs: 

Gtntlcmen  of  the  Houae  of  Reprtaentativet  : 

bx  pnrsiuBce  of  the  request,  in  your  resoWe  of  je»- 
tarday,  I  lay  befive  you  nich  infbniLatk>n  u  I  have  re* 
enrad,  toodung  a  snipeDniHi  of  the  an£t  of  the  French 
BspnUie,  eommnniealed  to  your  Honae  by  my  Mea- 
a^  of  th«  SSlh  of  Jtniiuy  lift.  But  if  the  execution 
of  that  mil  be  tuniended,  or  even  if  it  wore  repeAled, 
it  ahould  be  remembered  that  the  urSt  of  the  Executive 
Directoiy  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1797,  remainB  in  force, 
dike  third  aitide  of  whidi  Bubjecto  explicitly  and  exclu- 
nvely  American  seamen  to  be  treated  aa  pirates,  if 
finmd  on  board  ihips  of  the  enemies  of  France. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UsiTBV  Statis,  F^mary  IB,  1799. 

Extnut  of  a  letter  from  Rufua  King,  Esq.,  Mmitta- 
Pknipotmtittryt  ^e.,  London,  to  the  Seeretaty  of 
State,  dated  26th  November,  1798. 

"  Annexed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord 
GtanviUe,  lasMcting  the  French  vrc&t  trauamitted  to 
joowithmy  Mo.  0.  A  late  Fiench  paper  contains  a 
Mcond  arret  which  postpone!  the  ezeoation  of  the 


Lord  GrermUe  to  36:  King. 

The  nndermgned.  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Auin,  has  the  honor  of  c<HQmanic8ting  to 
Mr.  King,  Mfaiiater  Plenipotantiaiy  for  the  United 
Slat— of  America,  for  the  adanutixfa  aS  his  Goreni- 
asant,  that,  1^  a  deerae,  pnUlahed  officially  at  Puis,  it 
appears  to  have  bera  dedared,  in  the  name  of  the 
rranch  Directoty,  that  every  person  being  a  native  of 
cr  originally  belonging  to  neutral  countries,  or  to  such 
a*  are  in  amity  and  alliance  with  the  French  Republic, 
who  shall  bear  any  oommission  under  His  Majes^,  or 
who  •hsD  form  a  part  of  the  crews  of  any  British  ships 
of  war,  or  other  vessels,  should,  on  the  proof  of  that 
bet  alone,  be  conndered  and  treated  as  a  pirto,  and 
that  it  has  been  ordered  that  thia  resoluUon  dull  be  no. 
tified  to  the  neutral  Powers,  and  to  those  in  alBanoe 
with  France. 

Even  diia  decree,  contrary  as  it  is  to  the  nsages  of 
every  dvHiied  nation,  cannot  excite  any  snrprise,  as  pro- 
eeeong  from  those  in  whose  name  it  has  been  pobliah- 
ed.  To  the  difierent  Powers  who  are  thus  insulted,  and 
wboaa  innocent  subjects  are  exposed  to  the  most  cruel 
treatment  on  the  part  of  a  Qovemment  profoasing  friend- 
dqi  at  aUtanoe  with  them.  His  Mijeaty  mast  leave  it 
to  adi^  each  measuree  as  they  wUl,  without  doubt, 
judge  neceasary.  in  the  case  of  an  outrage  hitherto  un- 
exampled in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  King,  however,  feels,  that  protsctioa  is  also  due 
from  him  to  those  who  sail  under  his  flag,  either  in  His 
M^eaty's  ships  of  war,  or  in  other  British  vessels ;  Hie 
Majesty  has,  therefore,  not  hesitated  to  direct  it  to  be 
ngnified  to  the  Commissioner  for  French  prisoners  in 


Great  Biilsin,  that  the  first  inatanee  of  the  exeeatum  of 
this  decree  shall  be  followed  by  the  most  rigorous  retal- 
istioa  agaiflBt  the  French  prisoneie  whom  Uw  fortune 
of  war  hasabeady,  or  may  nereafterplaoe  at  the  ffing** 

disposal. 

It  would  certainly  never  be  but  with  extreme  reinet- 
ance  that  the  King  could  yield  to  the  painful  necessity 
of  expoongso  many  unfortunate  individuals  to  the  fotal 
but  inevitable  efiects  of  this  atrocious  decree;  but  His 
Miyesty  will  have  at  Iqpst  Uw  satia&etiDn  of  Aeling  that 
noUiing  has  hem  omitted  cm  hu  part  to  prevent  its 
executum,  and  that  the  authors  of  it  can  alone  be  ctm- 
sidered  reaponnUe  for  all  its  goilt  and  all  its  conse- 
qnences. 

GRENVaLE. 

POWKIITB  STBKXT,  NoWTHbcT  27,  1798. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  that  this  communica- 
tion be  printed. 

Mr.  Allen  objected  to  the  motion,  as  it  would 
delay  the  consideration  of  the  bill  proposing  to 
vest  the  President  with  the  power  of  retaliation 
in  certain  cases^  and  it  was  clear,  from  this 
commuQication,  it  ought  to  hare  no  effect  upon 
that  bill. 

Mr.  LiviNosTON  said  he  was  not  posvessed  of 
that  intuitive  faculty  which  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  seemed  to  have,  as  he  seems  prepared 
to  act  on  the  bill  alluded  to,  without  scarcely  hear- 
ing this  communicatioa  read ;  and,  perhaps,  with- 
out knowing  the  dates  of  the  diflereat  decrees. 
The  President  has  told  the  House  that  though  the 
obnoxious  decree  has  been  repealed,  there  is  still 
left  in  force  another  decree.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  recollect  the  words  of  that  de- 
cree? Or  has  he  had  time  to  examine  whether 
that  decree  is  really  in  Ibrce,  or  not  1  If  he  had 
done  this,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  not  done  it.  It 
would  appear,  from  what  happened  the  other  day, 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  move  quite  so  rapidly 
in  tbis  business.  The  House  wastheo  told  by  the 
genileman  from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was  im* 
possible  that  tbis  information  could  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  President,  because,  if  it  had  been 
received,  the  Pnsident  would  undonbtedly  hare 
immediately  sent  it  to  the  House.  [Mr.  Rtrv^ 
LBDOB  said,  he  did  not  use  the  word  imppssiUe, 
but  improbable.]}  Mr.  L.  admitted  this  might  bt 
the  word.  But  it  now  apiiear^  that  the  President 
has  not  only  received  the  informatton  then  allud- 
ed to,  but  received  it  officially. 

Mr.  Allen  interrupted  Mr.  L.  by  withdrawing 
his  motion.  The  communication  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  was  committed  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  referred  tha 
bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  Pre 
sident. 

EXPENSES,  &c  OF  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  Champliit  laid  upon  the  taUe  the  follow- 
iag  resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  lefened 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which  relates  to 
invigorating  our  system  of  defence,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  provision  ought 
to  be  made  \tj  law  to  defray  the  expense  that  has  been 
or  sbaU  be  incurred  for  the  subostence  and  safekeeimg 
of  all  penons  who  have  been,  or  hveaflar  diall  bSr 
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teken,  by  the  public  or  private  armed  Aliipa  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  and  detained  am  priMuera  Id  ponraance  of 
tibe  law*  thereof;  and  that  thiey  have  leave  to  report  by 
Mil  or  otherwiM. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

80NDRT  BILL8. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
wd  passed : 

The  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  and  com- 
manders of  the  ships  and  ressels  of  war  of  the 
United  States ; 

The  act  to  ameod  an  act  to  gire  effect  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Tennessee;  and 

The  bill  to  e.'itablish  the  compensation  of  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  KiTTERA,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hilt  from  the  Senate  respecting 
the  sale  of  land  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  re- 
ported the  bill  with  one  amendment ;  and  the  bill 
and  amendment  were  committed. 

BCr.  Harper  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  has  been  committed  the  bill,  dbc., 
may  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  that  bill,  with  a  view  of  postponing  it  to  the 
next  session. 

After  some  objections  to  this  motion,  Mr.  Rdt- 
LBDOE  wished  his  colleague  would  withdraw  it,  to 
give  way  to  one  for  a  postponement  till  Monday, 
which  was  done.  The  motion  was  nes^tived, 
there  being  only  26  votes  for  it.  Mr.  Harper 
then  renewed  his  motion,  which  was  negatived — 
46  to  35. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  and  went  through  it. 
The  amendments  were  reported  to  the  House,  but 
not  taken  up. 

Satcrdat,  February  16. 

A  bill  from  the  Seoat^  for  forming  a  Supreme 
Court  10  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qrboo,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  Robert  Sturgeon  from  bis  pre- 
aent  confinement.  The  bill  was  agreed  to  with- 
out amendment  or  debate,  and  ordeted  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  took  up  the  repon  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  marshals,  attorneys,  ju- 
rors, and  witnesses,  and  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  oe  engrossed 
for  a  ibird  reading. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  A.  Foster  laid  oo  the  table  a  resolution 
proposing  aa  ameadmeat  to  the  Constitution,  with 
respect  to  the  mode  of  electing  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  by  making 
it  necessary  to  designate  the  person  voted  for  as 
President,  and  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent; which  resolution  was  ordered  to  He  on  the 
taUe  and  to  be  printed. 


INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
salaries  therein  mentioned — 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting- 
among  the  other  augmented  salaries,  an  officer 
which  he  supposed  had  been  overlooked,  viz :  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  2,800  dollars. 

Mr.  Oreoo  was  opp(»ed  to  the  whole  bill,  and 
would  therefore  propose  a  motion,  which  he  sap- 
posed  would  superwde  that  of  the  eentlemaa 
from  MassaehuseUs,  which  was  to  strUce  out  the 
whole  section. 

The  Chairman  declared  the  motion  ont  of  or- 
der, as  the  bill  consists  of  only  one  section.  The 
gentleman  might  attain  his  object  by  disagreeing 
to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Otis'b 
amendment,  and  it  was  negatived— 45  to  27. 

Mr.  Vabncm  moved  to  strike  out  "$1,700,"  the 
salary  fixed  in  this  bill  for  the  Assistant  Postmas- 
ter General,  and  to  insert  in  its  place  "  $2,300.** 
The  business  of  this  department,  said  Mr.  V.,  is 
very  extensive,  and  if  the  salaries  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  Government  are  to  be  raised  gene- 
rally, he  thought  this  officer  ought  at  least  to  be 
placed  on  a  looting  equal  to  the  Accountant 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

After  some  observations  from  several  tnembeiB 
in  favor  of  this  motion,  it  was  carried  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Otis  then  renewed  his  motion  to  advanee 
the  salary  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies- 
He  proposed  now  to  make  his  pay  $2,600. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill 
altogether;  but  if  it  is  to  pass,  iie  wished  the  aug- 
mentation to  be  kept  within  some  bounds.  He 
had  supposed  it  was  to  be  confined  to  the  Execu- 
tive officers  of  Government.  There  was  another 
officer,  viz:  the  Superiniendent  of  Military  Stores, 
who  is  obliged  to  reside  in  the  city,  and  whoae 
salary  is  only  $1,500.  He  supposed  there  is  the 
same  reason  for  advancing  the  salary  of  this  offi- 
cer as  that  of  the  Purveyor  of  the  Public  Sup- 
plies. If  the  salaries  of  these  officers  are  to  be 
augmented,  he  supposed  the  ol&cm  of  the  Mint 
would  next  be  introduced,  and  all  other  cfficen  of 
the  Government  who  live  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  he  had  considered  this  amend- 
ment as  introducing  a  new  principle,  he  should 
have  suppressed  it.  He  had  considered  the  pro- 
posed augmentation  of  salaries  as  being  confined 
to  officers  connected  with  the  great  departments 
of  GoreroroeotjOf  which  kind  is  the  Purveyor  of 
Supplies.  The  same  reason  would  apply  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Military  Stores ;  but  by  no 
means  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint. 

Mr.  NioHOLAS  asked  whether  it  is  not  cootem- 
I^ated  to  have  the  duties  of  the  Purveyor  of  Sup- 
I  plies  divided,  and  a  new  officer  of  this  kind  ap- 
pointed of  the  Navy,  leaving  the  present  officer  to 
the  War  Department. 

Mr.  Otis  believed  such  a  proposition  was  made; 
but  this  would  form  a  perfectly  distinct  question. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  said,  It  appeared  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachnsetts  was  determined  to  ia- 
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crease  salaries  at  all  events,  otherwise  he  would 
Doi  select  a  case  of  this  kind,  the  duties  of  which 
are  aboot  to  be  so  greatly  lessened  by  a  new  ap- 
poiDlment. 

Hr.  J.  WiLLiAHB  obserred  it  was  diflScult  to 
ascertain  what  is  best  to  be  done  in  this  business. 
Two  years  ago  a  bill  of  this  kiiid  was  rejected, 
when  there  was  a  greater  necessity  for  the  aug- 
mentation than  at  present.  Some  of  the  officers, 
he  beliered  ought  to  have  their  salaries  advanced} 
but  others,  he  thought,  had  quite  enough.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  determined  first  to  put  in  one  officer 
and  then  another,  he  should  be  opposed  to  the 
viiolebill. 

The  question  was  put,  and  negatived,  there  be- 
ine  only  15  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Brooks  moved  to  advance  the  salary  of 
ibe  Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  instead 
of  from  $1,600  to  92  300,  as  it  stood  in  the  bill  as 
reported,  from  $1,600  to  $2,800.  He  thought  this 
officer  ought  to  stand  on  the  same  ground  with  the 
R«isterofthe  Treasury. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  GREoa  had  already  said  he  was  opposed  to 
the  bill  altc«ether ;  but  if  it  was  to  pass,  he  should 
wi^  to  maEc  it  as  equal  as  possible.  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  advance  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Military  Stores,  from  91,500  to  $2^000. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  a  limitation  clause,  pro- 
vidiog  that  this  hilt  shall  continue  in  force  two 
years  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favor  of  the  limitation 
clause.  A  part  of  his  constituents,  it  would  be 
Kcollected,  had  prayed  the  House  to  use  as  much 
economy  as  possible  in  the  administration  of  Got- 
ernmeat ;  but  he  doubted  not  that,  when  ihey  are 
informed  that  the  present  salaries  of  our  officers 
vere  filed  when  the  Qovernment  first  commenced, 
when  93,000  would  have  purchased  as  much  as 
$6,000  will  now  purchase,  ihey  will  be  convinced 

the  propriety  of  the  proposed  advance.  He 
tBooght  it  would  be  mo»t  prudent,  however,  to 
limit  the  law. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  an  amendment  to  this  lim- 
itation clause,  which  wa^  to  strike  out "  two,"  and 
«»*nt  "three  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  neit  session  of  Congress,"  as  he  did  not  think 
two  years  would  afford  sufficient  time  to  try  the 
experiment  of  this  law. 

Mr.  Gallatin  had  no  objection  to  this  amend- 
ment. He  supposed  the  friends  of  this  bill  go 
npon  the  ground  that  our  officers  are  not  able  to 
live  in  this  city  upon  their  present  salaries.  As 
^  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year  1800,  the 
Seat  of  Government  is  to  be  removed,  and  as  the 
wpenses  of  living  may  be  lower  in  the  Federal 
City  than  at  Philadelphia,  he  should  wish  to  have 
the  mbjeel  anin  under  consideration,  in  a  year 
w  two  after  the  change  has  takep  place. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  this  clause  would  not  be 
*STeed  to.  As  to  the  idea  of  reducing  salaries 
wee  established,  he  believed  it  to  be  perfectly  falla- 
eioos ;  it  was  a  thing  that  never  did,  and  be  would 
watore  to  say,  never  will,  happen ;  for,  if  the  ex- 
pnue  of  living  at  the  Federal  City  was  lower 


than  at  Philadelphia,  the  officers  will  only  have 
to  increase  their  style  of  living.  To  agree  to  this 
clause,  would  be  giving  a  color  to  this  bill  which 
he  did  not  think  it  deserves^  viz :  that  the  salaries 
are  increased  on  account  of  the  present  expensive- 
ness  of  living.  On  the  eootrary,  he  rather  thought 
the  proposition  was  made  now  from  an  idea  that, 
if  the  augmentation  was  not  now  obtained,  the 
rate  of  living  would  become  so  much  more  rea- 
sonable, from  present  apj>earances,  than  it  has 
been,  that  the  augmentation  never  would  be  ob- 
tained. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  said,  when  he  proposed  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers 
of  our  Government,  he  did  not  do  it  from  an  idea 
that  the  price  of  living  would  fall  so  much  that  if 
not  done  now,  it  could  not  hereafter  be  done.  Nor 
did  he  think  this  idea  of  a  considerable  fall  in  the 

firice  of  provisions  having  taken  place,  or  being 
ikely  to  take  place,  was  correct.  It  wat»  troethat 
there  had  been  a  fall  in  the  price  of  markets  in  this 
city,  owing,  probably,  to  the  lo^s  of  people  by  the 
late  fever,  and  to  the  great  quantity  of  provisions 
which  were  brought  to  market  when  the  disorder 
had  subsided.  But  no  fall  has  taken  place  in  the 
other  large  cities,  and  the  present  low  prices  can- 
not be  expected  to  continue  here.  Flour  had 
lately  risen  two  dollars  a  barrel ;  coffee  is  high,  and 
almost  all  imported  articles  have  risen  in  value. 
When  the  salaries  of  our  officers  were  fixed,  600 
barrels  of  flour  could  be  purchased  for  $3,000; 
whereas  now  not  many  more  than  200  could  be 
purchased  with  the  same  money.  Many  of  the 
other  necessaries  of  life^  and  house  rent,  hare 
risen  in  the  same  proportion.  Nor  could  it  be  ex- 
pected that  we  shall  ever  see  things  at  the  same 
rate  as  formerly,  since  there  is  a  constant  depre- 
ciation  taking  place  in  the  value  of  money. 

Mr.  Habpbb  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginin 
had  exhibited  two  q^oalities,  which  he  was  muck 
in  the  habit  of  showing,  viz :  a  most  uncl»ritaUe 
temper,  and  a  total  want  of  information  on  the 
subject  upon  which  he  speaks.  He  tells  the  com- 
mittee that  gentlemen  who  support  this  bill  are 
not  actuated  by  the  motives  which  they  assume 
in  advocating  it;  that  the  officers  cannot  lire 
upon  their  present  salaries ;  but  by  a  deceitful  mo- 
tive, which  they  keep  out  of  view,  to  catch  at  the 
embers  of  expiring  nieb  prices,  knowing  that,  a 
little  time  hence,  it  wul  appear  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  this  advance;  that  it  was  our  object 
to  get  an  augmentation  of  salaries  at  any  rate. 
In  the  next  place  he  bad  shown  a  want  of  know- 
ledge on  the  subject ;  since  the  price  of  living  has 
not  fallen  in  any  considerable  degree,  and  wilt  not 
fall,  whilst  the  cause  which  makes  the  price  of 
produce  rise,  exists,  and  the  eause  of  the  tempo* 
rary  depression  in  price,  as  sUted  b^  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  haa  eeased  to  exist.  To  these 
causes  of  depression  in  the  price  of  produce  may 
be  added  the  stagnation  of  our  commerce ;  but 
does  this  stagnation  at  present  exist  ?  Never  was 
commerce  as  flourishing,  and  the  commercial  spi- 
rit so  high,  as  at  preseni.  The  mercantile  part 
of  the  community  begin  now  to  find  that  they 
bdong  to  a  nation }  the  arm  of  Qovernment  hn 
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been  extended  for  their  support,  and  the  conse- 
quences will  be  an  enhaocement  in  the  prices 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  which  are  tbe  basis  of 
onr  commerce.  With  tbese,  house  rent,  labor, 
and  evay  ttuDg  else  will  rise.  But,  he  believed,  the 
fall  in  price,  upon  which  genttemen  dwelt  so 
i^uch,  had  been  very  inconsiderable.  He  did  not 
belieTe  that,  if  aay  housekeeper  in  this  city  were 
to  examine  his  house  expenses  for  the  last  year, 
he  would  find  them  much  less  than  any  of  the 
late  preceding  years.  And,  as  these  high  prices 
hare  been  occasioned  by  an  influx  of  wealth  into 
the  country,  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  a  fall  in 
them.  The  only  reason  to  expect  a  change  in 
the  price  of  living  to  the  cheers  of  QoTernmeot, 
18  gronnded  upon  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment to  tne  Federal  City.  It  may  happen 
that  the  price  of  living  may  be  much  lower  inere, 
and,  if  so,  the  salaries  may  be  put  again  upon  the 
old  footing.  On  this  account  the  limitation  clause 
was  propmed. 

Mr.  Habbison  said,  he  would  vote  for  the  lim^ 
itatioD  clause.  When  a  gentleman  speaks  of  the 
ignorance  of  others,  he  ought  to  be  certain  that  he 
has  taken  the  right  view  of  the  subject  himself, 
which  be  did  not  believe  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  bad  done,  it  was  not  owing  to 
the  arm  of  Gorerment  being  extended  to  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  that  the  price  of  produce  has 
risen;  it  is  owing  to  defective  crops.   But  that 

Eentleman  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
U  favorite  topic — the  navy,  to  which  almost 
every  advautage  we  possess  is  ascribed. 

Mr.  Batabo  would  almost  as  soon  have  the 
bill  lost  altogether,  as  to  pass  with  a  limitation 
clause.  For,  if  tbe  principal  officers  of  Gorern- 
raent  receive  $5,000  a  year  for  three  years,  it  may 
be  expected  that  they  will  live  at  that  rate ;  and 
would  it  not  be  tmjustifiable  and  cruel,  at  the  end 
of  that  period,  to  reduce  the  salaries  again  to 
^3,500 1  It  certainly  would.  On  what  principle 
IS  it,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  tbe  salaries  are  proposed  to 
be  augmented?  Is  ii  to  enable  our  officers  to 
live  1  No  ;  be  supposed  they  would  not  starve  if 
they  had  only  one  thousand  dollars  a  year.  The 
object  was  to  enable  them  to  live  as  gentle- 
men, which  they  cannot  do  upon  their  present 
allowance.  They  cannot  live  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  officers  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
live,  to  enable  them  to  associate  with  that  rank 
in  society  with  which  they  ought  to  associate, 
and  to  live  in  a  manner  which  would  be  credita- 
Ue  to  the  United  States,  and  becoming  tbe  digni- 

gaad  character  of  the  nation.  We  ought,  there- 
re,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  augmenting  and  fixing  these 
salaries,  to  proceed  on  permanent  principles,  and 
not  because  the  expenses  of  living  in  this  city 
may  be  greater  than  they  will  be  in  the  Federal 
City.  Mr.  B.  did  not  think  $5,000  too  much  for  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments  of  this  (Government 
anywhere.  What  ground  ought  to  be  taken  in 
esumating  what  these  salaries  ought  to  be  ?  He 
thought  it  a  proper  way  to  ask  what  is  the  price 
of  the  best  talents  in  the  United  Stales,  as  this 
ought  to  be  given  in  order  to  induce  men  of  the 
ftnt  ulenu  and  respectability  to  come  forward 


and  serve  their  country?  If  not,  they  will  em- 
ploy themselves  in  business  in  which  they  can  get 
better  paid.  And  will  gentlemen  say  that  $5,M0 
a  year,  either  here,  or  in  any  other  idtce,  is  a 

freater  sum  than  such  a  person  could  get  in  a 
iflerent  line  of  business  ?  When  it  is  considered 
bow  much  the  national  interest  depends  upoa  tbe 
exercise  of  their  talents,  it  is  a  measure  oi  econo- 
my in.stead  of  expense,  to  hold  out  eocouragement 
to  the  best  talents  in  the  United  StUes  for  the 
Heads  of  our  Departments. 

Gentlemen  say  they  wish  to  vote  for  this  clause, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  public  sentiment  upon 
this  au^enlation,  before  it  be  made  a  permaneiit 
relation.  He  knew  no  measure  better  calcula- 
ted to  create  noise  and  clamor  in  the  eominuiuty 
than  ft  limitation  of  this  act.  He  knew  that  this 
augmentation  would  be  unpleasant  to  some  pov- 
tioDs  of  the  community,  as  it  would  carry  witnit 
an  idea  of  an  increase  of  taxes;  and  its  being 
limited  would  set  the  whole  country  in  a  flame. 
Petitions  and  remonstrances  would  be  sentbeie 
against  the  law,  and  we  should  have  persons  gong 
from  State  to  State  to  encourage  the  discontent, 
and  Congress  might  be  compeUed  to  reduce  tke 
salaries,  nowever  reasonable  they  might  ^pear. 
But,  if  the  law  passes  without  a  limitation,  tJieie 
will  be  an  end  of  the  business.  From  the  defwe- 
ciation  which  had  taken  place  in  our  circulatinK 
medium,  owing  to  tbe  establishment  of  baniu,«Bd 
from  other  causes,  he  did  not  think  $5,000  m 
DOW  equal  to  what  $3,500  were  when  the  lalanBi 
were  first  establUbed. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  said,  he  should  not  attend  to 
answer  that  part  of  tne  observations  of  thegei- 
tteman  from  South  Carolina  which  spoke  of  his 
(Mr.  N's)  want  of  information.  To  talk  of  him- 
self would  exhibit  a  self-conceit  peculiar  only  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliiia.  To  equal 
him  in  this  respect  would  be  impossible,  since  it 
is  his  constant  and  favorite  employment  to  souad 
bis  own  praise. 

Mr.  N.  was  far  from  charging  tbe  eentlemaii 
from  South  Carolina  with  any  conceded  riefii 
iu  respect  to  the  augmentation  of  salaries.  He 
well  knew  he  had  constantly  been  in  favor  of  bi^ 
salaries,  and  of  many  other  expenses.  He  there- 
fore always  expected  this  from  him,  and  he  knew 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  in  favor  of  them- 
He  recollected  that,  two  years  ago,  thai  gentle* 
man  was  very  anxiotu  to  make  an  augmentation 
of  these  salaries.  But,  Mr.  N.  observed,  he  bid 
said  that  a  fall  had  taken  place  in  the  ^riceof  tU 
necessaraies  of  life,  and  an  amtreciation  in  tb* 
value  of  money,  which  made  tou  advance  piiti- 
cularly  improper  at  this  lime.  He  was  well  itr 
formed  that  this  fall  could  not  be  reckoned  at  lea 
than  33  per  cent.  The  gentleman  from  SonU 
Carolina,  he  [wesumed,  had  no  information  on  thit 
subject,  except  what  be  got  from  boarding-boiues; 
but  he  believed  it  is  notorious  that  both  house- 
rent  and  meat  are  much  lower  than  at  anv  time 
within  tbe  two  last  years;  and  if  there  is  tnis  de- 
crease in  tbe  price  of  living,  the  suspicion  arises 
which  he  before  mentioned!  that  geotlemen  in 
afraid  no  time  will  arrive  iiereafter  which  will 
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afford  a  better  prospect  than  the  present  for  aug- 
meodnffthese  salaries. 

Ur.  Waln  did  not  know  whence  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Virginia  got  his  informatioD.  He  did 
■ot  himaelf  belieTe  that  any  sach  fall  in  the  price 
of  linng  in  Philadelphia  had  lakeo  place  as  was 
mentioBed  by  that  gentleman.  Butcher's  meat 
may  have  fidflen  in  price,  and  the  rents  of  small 
bmuet,  oceauoned  by  the  loss  of  many  of  our 
dlizeiia  by  the  late  eontagioua  ferer ;  bat  be  be- 
Ufffcd  the  ncpeoMi  of  a  family,  taken  alti^ther, 
Me  high  n  they  have  been  in  any  preceding 
vev.  Ik  had  no  doubt  these  expenses  hare 
doaUed  within  the  last  ten  years.  He  did  not 
think  the  highest  sum  which  nad  been  contem- 
]il«ted,  therefore,  more  than  sufficient ;  nay,  he 
was  eertain,  that  to  enable  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments to  live  comfortably,  and  in  a  manner  which 
every  gentleman  thinks  they  ought  to  live,  with- 
out mtrenehing  on  their  private  fortunes,  they 
owht  to  have  at  least  5000  dollars  a  year. 

Mr.  Beookb  wiu  of  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
maa  fruoi  PeoDsylrania,  who  bad  just  sat  down, 
that  these  sums  are  not  too  large  for  a  permanent 
salary.  He  was  well  aware  that  this  subject  is 
oapMle  of  being  tamed  to  great  advantage  to 
thoM  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  adrance 
at  sawiea ;  but  he  should  always  be  in  faror  of 
wfaii  he  cbonght  necessary,  howerer  anpopnlar  it 
might  be.  In  addition  to  what  had  been  adraneed 
by  the  gentleman  from  PennsylTania,  wfaieh  he 
thonght  conclusive  as  to  the  price  of  living,  he 
thongbt  the  salaries  of  public  officers  ought  not 
MUy  to  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  live  com- 
fortably, but  also  to  leave  them  some  clear  gains, 
bm  only  for  the  education  and  provision  of  their 
ebildrea.  but  to  lay  by  something  against  old  age. 
And  he  was  willine  to  risk  this  opinion,  not  only 
to  his  constituents,  W  to  the  world.  Gentlemen 
may  call  this  prodigality;  but  he  believed  it 
would  be  the  best  economy  to  hold  out  encour- 
agement  to  proper  persons  to  accept  of  these  offi' 
ees.  The  whole  anementation  proposed  wilt 
amoimt  only  to  about  15,000  dollars  a  year,  and 
what  is  this  sum  compared  to  what  may  be  tost 
employing  impropw  persons  in  these  import- 
nt  deputmeuts  ot  Government  ? 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  he  should  vote  both 
agaiiist  this  amendment,  and  against  the  bill.  He 
had  observed  a  constant  propensity  in  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  to  raise  the  salaries  of  pub- 
lic officers,  but  he  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as 
lowering  a  salary.  The  arguments  made  use  of 
ID  favor  of  the  proposed  augmentation  are  mere 
matters  of  course ;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  after  the  salaries  of  these  gentlemen  are 
cmiaed.  all  the  other  officers  of  tat  Gtorernment 
follow.  If  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  is  to  prevail,  that  our  officers  are 
not  to  be  paid  according  to  their  services,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  expense  of  living ;  but  in  order  to 
euide  them  to  move  in  a  certain  line  in  society, 
there  would  be  no  knowing  to  what  our  salaries 
may  be  extended  ;  {at  first  oar  officers  must  rise 
«p  to  a  eei-tain  rank  ia  societr,  and  ihcnj  be  sup- 
posed, if  they  weie  iiwliMa  to  movnt  higher. 


society  must  follow  them,  and  by  this  means  their 
expenses  will  be  contiaually  increasing.  He  had 
heard  no  good  reason  for  advancing  the  salaries- 
at  present,  and  our  treasury  notljeing  in  a  state  to 
meet  umiecessary  expense,  he  hoped  neither  the' 
amendment,  nor  the  law  itself  would  pass. 

The  question  on  the  limitation  clause  was  pot- 
and  negatived — 46  to  39. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ;  and- 
on  the  question  "  shall  this  bill  be  ennossed  for  a 
third  reading  V*  it  was  negatived— w  to  42.  So> 
the  bill  was  lost 


Monday,  February  18. 

The  bill  authwizing  the  diseha^  of  Robert 
Sturgeon  from  his  confinement,  and 
The  bill  providing  for  the  compensation  of 

marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors,  and  witness- 
es, in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  for  repeal- 
ing such  parts  of  the  former  law  as  are  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropriation 
for  defraying  the  expenses  which  mar  arise  in 
carrying  into  effect  certain  treaties  with  tribes  (v 
nations  of  Indians,  was  read  and  committed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  making  compensation 
to  James  Mathers,  for  his  services  and  expenses 
as  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  du^it^^  the 
recess^  was  read  and  committed,  as  was  also 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  eventual  authof>- 
ty  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  aug- 
ment the  Army.  [This  bill  gives  the  Presideat 
authority,  in  case  a  war  shall  break  out  betweea 
the  United  States  and  any  foreign  Power,  or  in 
case  of  imminent  danger  of  such  war,  in  his  opin- 
ion to  exist,  to  organize  and  raise  twenty-four  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  one  regiment  of  riflemen,  and 
three  regiments  of  cavalry.  The  President  is  al- 
so authorized  to  call  out  the  volunteer  corps,  on 
all  occasions  in  which  he  is  at  present  authorized 
to  call  out  the  militia,  prprided  that  he  does  not 
call  a  greater  proportion  from  any  one  State,  than 
he  is  authorized  to  call  out  of  the  militia,  by  the 
law  which  directs  the  80,000  militia  to  be  held  in 
readiness.  If  it  be  necessary  to  carry  thb  law  in- 
to effect,  two  millions  of  dollars  are  appropriated 
for  the  purpose.] 

On  the  question  for  reading  this  bill  a  second 
time,  it  was  carried— 45  to  37. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 
Mr.  Allen  believed,  from  what  appeared  on 
the  discussion  of  the  bill  on  Saturday  for  aug- 
menting the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  the 
United  States,  that  there  is  a  majority  of  this 
House  in  favor  of  advancing  the  salaries  of  some 
of  the  principal  officers  of  the  Government }  be 
believed  the  chief  difference  in  opinion  was  as  to 
the  rate  of  this  advance.  In  order  to  bring  the 
subject  again  before  the  House,  he  proposed  a  reio- 
lution  for  augmenting  the  salaries  of  tne  f<dlowuig 
officers:  dolUrs,  viz.:  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  War, 
Secretary  the  Navy,  and  the  Assistant  Pob^ 
master  ueoeral. 
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Mr.  D.  Foster  moved  to  refer  this  resolutioo 
to  a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole,  but  this  beiog  ob- 
jected to  hj  Mr.  McDowBtb,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
OD  the  table. 

SALE  OP  NORTHWESTERN  LANDS. 
The  House  went  inlo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whoie  oa  the  bill  for  amendinf;  the  law  providing 
for  the  sale  of  land  Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio; 
when,  after  some  discussion,  and  .^CT'eral  amend- 
meots,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cbaik  for  the 
committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  of  postponing  the 
further  coDsideration  of  it  till  the  next  session. 
This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned aceordiogly. 

COMPENSATION  OP  CLERKS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to 
r^ulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks;  and 
after  introducing  some  amendments,  the  two  prin- 
cipal of  which  were,  to  allow  the  Postmaster 
General  $4,250  for  clerk  hire,  and  an  additional 
clerk  of  $800  salary  to  the  War  Office,  the  bill 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
next  day,  and  passed. 

CAPTURE  OP  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Rutledoe  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  encouraging;  the  capture  of 
French  armed  vessels,  by  armed  ships  or  vessels, 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  allowing  salvage  in  certain  cases. 
The  hill,  which  proposes  a  bounty  on  guns,  ac- 
cording to  their  sizes,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McDowell  observed,  that  this  bill  is  simi- 
lar to  the  one  which  was  two  or  three  different 
times  ne^gatired  at  the  last  session.  At  that  time, 
be  considered  the  situation  of  this,  country  more 
alarming  than  at  present,  and  the  conduct  of 
France  more  likely  to  drive  us  toextremities  than 
it  has  since  been.  Knowing  this,  he  did  not  ex- 
pect gentlemen  would  have  introduced  a  bill  of 
this  kmd.  Finding,  however,  that  gentlemen  are 
not  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are,  but  are  de- 
sirous of  hiring  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
make  war  upon  France,  though  they  are  unwilling 
to  declare  war,  and  not  being  willing  to  give  bis 
TOte  to  any  sach  measure,  he  should  more  to 
•trike  out  the  first  section  oi  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put,  when  there  appeared  43 
TOtes  for  it,  and  42  against  it,  and  the  Chairman 
said,  "  it  is  carried,"  before  he  declared  his  vote  to 
be  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise, 
and  negatived — 43  to  42. 

Mr.  A  LLEN  asked,  whether  the  former  question 
could  be  considered  as  carried,  the  Chairman  hav- 
ing, by  mistake,  omitted  to  vote. 

The  Chairm&n  considered  a  majority  of  the 
committee  as  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of 
his  mistake. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  it  was  clear  that  every  mem- 
ber in  the  committee  is  obliged  to  decide  one  way 
or  other,  and  therefore  the  Chairman  has  not  a 
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right  to  omit  voting,  when  his  vote  will  affect  a 
decision;  and,  if  he  omits  to  vote  through  in  in- 
advertency, any  member  in  the  committee  has  a 
right  to  call  upon  him  to  vote. 

Mr.  Dattoh  (the  Speakn)  said,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  deliver  his  opinion  on  this  oecasioD ; 
which  was,  that  the  question  was  decided  against 
striking  out  the  first  section.  Having  »aid  this, 
he  would  add,  that  the  Speaker  would  be  justified 
in  refusing  to  recave  a  report  from  the  Chainnan 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  went  to 
destroy  that  portion  of  the  bill ;  since  every  mem- 
ber must  know  that  a  bill  is  not  sent  toa  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  report  their  disagreement  to 
it,  but  to  examine  and  amend  its  details. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  this  was  starting  a  new 
question,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee 
ought  not  at  present  to  be  drawn.  Mr.  N.  sup- 
posed the  best  practice  would  be  not  to  attack  toe 

Erinciple  of  a  bill  in  a  Ctuunittee  of  the  Whole; 
ut  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  ma<  allow, 
that  he  has  seen  it  done  in  a  thousand  instances, 
without  anv  objection  being  made  to  this  course^ 
except  the  bill  has  only  one  section,  and  then  the 
absurdity  of  the  practice  prevents  its  being  acted 
upon.  As  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey's 
saying  he  should  consider  himself  authorized,  as 
Speaker,  to  refuse  a  report  from  the  Chairman  o( 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  provided  he  re- 
ported a  disagreement  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  he  thought  it  an  extraordinary  assertion.  If 
so,  said  Mr.  N.,  we  may  as  well  hold  our  tongues, 
if  the  Speaker  is  to  tell  the  committee  he  wifi  act 
in  this  way,  or  that,  with  respect  to  the  report  of 
their  chairman. 

The  Speaker  said,  be  did  not  say  he  would  act 
in  this  way  or  that,  but  that  he  should  be  jastifted 
in  so  acting. 

It  amounted  to  the  same  thing,  Mr.  N.  said,  as 
he  supposed  the  Speaker  woula  do  his  duty,  and 
if  he  thought  be  ought  to  refuse  the  report,  he 
would  of  course  do  so.  In  Mr.  N's  opinion,  if  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  which  the  Speaker 
is  himself  a  member,  direct  their  chairman  to  make 
a  report,  the  Speaker  must  receive  it,  and  that  he 
has  no  right  to  make  any  objection  to  the  report, 
be  it  what  it  may.  Mr.  N.  did  not  believe  the 
rules  of  the  House  require  ihe  Speaker,  or  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  vote, 
except  in  cases  where  they  have  a  casting  vole. 
When  their  vote  may  tie  a  question,  they  may 
give  it  or  not,  as  they  please.  At  any  rate,  hav- 
ing not  only  taken  that  ijuestion,  but  decided  u- 
other,  he  hoped  the  deeitdon  would  not  now  be 
called  in  question. 
Mr.  McDowell  concurred  in  this  opinion. 
The  CaAiaiuN  declared  the  question  to  have 
been  decided.  Finding  members  inclined  to  take 
advantage  of  his  mistake,  knowing  it  conid  waiy 
hare  a  temporary  effect,  he  acquiesced  in  the  de- 
cision. Having,  therefore,  declared  the  question 
carried,  except  there  be  an  appeal  from  the  Chair, 
there  can  be  no  further  question  upon  it. 
A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise. 
Mr.  KiTTGRA  objected  to  this.  He  hoped  the 
bill  would  first  be  gone  through ;  for,  if  there  be 
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a  majority  in  faror  of  ihe  bill,  they  will  disagree 
to  tbie  report  of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the 
first  section,  and  the  bill  wUl  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Sewall  concurred  in 
this  ofHuion. 

The  questuMi  on  rising, was  put  and  negatived — 
48  to  25. 

The  bill  was  then  gone  through,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  one  amendment,  viz., 
their  disagreement  to  the  first  section. 

The  House  took  it  up ;  and  the  question  being 
npw  coneurriog  with  the  report  uf  ue  Committee 
i^tbe  Whole, 

Mr.  N10B01.AB  called  the  yeaa  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  8.  Smitb  wished  lo  know  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  reported  this  bill, 
iriiat  is  its  object  t  It  had  already  been  twice  re- 
jected at  a  former  session.  The  object  was  then 
said  to  be  to  encourage  our  merchants  to  arm  their 
Teasels  to  guard  their  vessels,  and  to  repel,  and  to 
attack  French  privateers.  Hare  the  merchants 
oi  this  country  wanted  any  encooragemeot  of  this 
kind  to  induce  them  to  arm  their  vessels?  Have 
they  not  armed  them  to  a  greater  degree  than  any 
one  could  have  expected?  No  man  could  have 
supposed,  that,  in  the  short  space  of  six  months, 
300  merchantmen  would  have  been  armed.  See- 
ing, therefore,  that  there  is  no  want  of  this  en- 
cooragement,  by  allowing  a  bounty  on  gnos,  why, 
said  Mr.  3^  shall  we  expend  the  money  of  the 
Uuted  States  in  this  way?  Not  a  vessel,  more  or 
leas,  will  be  taken  on  account  of  this  encourage- 
ment. Gentlemen  were  (^posed  to  raising  cer- 
tain anlaries  the  other  day,  because  our  Treasury 
cannot  spare  the  raooey,  yet  they  are  about  to 
larish  it  away  to  no  purpcee  by  this  bill.  He 
could  see  no  reason  tor  passing  this  bill,  yet  if  it 
is  passed,  said  Mr.  S.,  my  ccastiiuents  will  be 
benefited  more  by  it.  perhaps,  than  those  of  any 
other  gentlemaa  on  ihisfloor.  siDce  they  own  more 
aiinea  ships,  having  62,  which  is  more  than  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  number  in  the  Uoired  States. 
He  did  iiot  think  it  right  to  Expend  the  money  of 
the  public  upon  a  measure  which  could  be  of  no 
serrice  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.CBAMPLiN  was  astonished  at  the  opposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to  tnis  bill. 
When  the  sobjeet  of  arming  merchant  vessels  was 
under  consideration  at  the  hut  session,  that  gen- 
tlenun  was  opposed  to  it ;  the  expense  he  said 
would  be  enormous,  the  object  woidd  nevet  be  an- 
nreied,  and  merchants  wmdd  never  go  into  the 
measore.  It  is  now  seen  the  contrary  has  taken 
l^aee. 

Ml.  C.'s  idea  was,  however,  that  though  a 
greater  number  of  vessels  had  been  armed  than 
eoald  have  been  expected,  yet  they  have  not  armed 
in  so  effectual  a  manner,  as  if  encooragemeot  had 
bera  given  to  them  to  do  1^0.  Eight  or  ten  in- 
stances, he  believed]  had  occurred,  of  our  vessels 
having  engaged  French  privateers,  and  driven 
them  off,  but  not  a  single  instance  of  capture ;  and 
for  a  plain  reason,  b^tue  there  was  no  induce- 
ment to  make  such  a  capture,  the  privateers  being 
of  too  little  valoe  in  themselves  to  take  any  trouble 
■boat  th«m.    It  was  necessary,  therefore,  lo 


make  them  of  more  value,  by  allowing  a  bounty 
on  their  guns,  according  to  their  size.  For  his 
part,  he  thoaght  it  of  infinite  consequence,  that 
when  a  French  armed  vessel  strikes  to  one  of  our 
merchant-men,  that  they  should  be  encouraged  to 
take  it,aDd  bring  it  into  port,  as,  by  capturing  one 
of  these  privateers,  twenty  or  thirty  of  our  own 
vessels  might  be  saved.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  proposed  bounty  would  increase  th?  number 
of  our  armed  vessels,  hut  it  would  certainly  in- 
crease their  force.  He  remembered  the  other 
day,  when  the  subject  of  the  Navy  was  under  con- 
sideration, the  gentleman  from  Maryland  concur- 
red with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  in 
the  idea  that  all  the  advantage  received  from 
our  armed  force  at  sea,  was  not  due  to  our 
Navy,  but  part  of  it  to  our  private  armed  vessels, 
though  he  bad  been  originally  opposed  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  it  was  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  the  geatleman  from  Maryland,  who 
was  himself  one  of  the  committee  which  reported 
thi<t  bill,  !>hould  call  upon  that  committee  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  object  of  the  bill.  [Mr.  Smith 
said  he  was  in  Maryland  at  the  time  the  bill  was 
reporteJ.]  The  gentleman  must  koow,  however, 
that  it  was  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  our 
system  of  defence.  He  says  this  bill  was  lost 
three  times  at  the  last  session;  but  it  will  be  re- 
coUt'cted,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  it  was  lost  once  by  ac- 
cident, on  a  question  of  order,  and  once  because 
some  gentlemen,  friendly  to  tne  bill,  thought  it  a 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Hoos&  to  bring  for- 
ward the  subject  again,  after  it  had  been  once  de- 
cided ;  and  thai  when  the  question  was  first  taken 
upon  the  bill,  several  of  its  friends  were  absent. 
Mr.  O.  considered  the  bill,  therefore,  as  standing 
on  original  principles;  and,  in  order  to  judge  of 
its  expediency,  it  will  be  necessary  to  recur  to  the 
great  object  of  our  maritime  preparations;  which 
was,  to  break  up  the  nest  of  French  privateers 
which  swarmed  in  the  West  India  seas — an  object 
clearly  within  our  power — and  it  is  for  the  House 
to  determine  whether  this  bill  would  not  give  en- 
couragement which  would  further  the  breaking 
up  of  that  nest.  Id  his  opinion  it  would.  He  be- 
lieved that  many  of  the  privateers,  which  run  into 
little  rivers  and  small  lays,  will  be  ferreted  out 
by  our  merchant  vessels,  when  this  encourage- 
ment is  held  out  to  them ,  and  that  many  of  our 
merchant  vessels,  on  their  return  home,  wul  cruise 
in  aid  of  our  public  armed  vessels,  if  this  encou- 
ragement be  given.  At  present,  however  well  a 
merchant  vessel  is  armed,  it  will,  in  ordinary 
cases,  make  the  best  of  its  way  home,  and  rather 
get  out  of  the  way  of  privateers,  than  endeavor  to 
capture  them ;  and  in  order  to  yiduce  such  ves- 
sels to  stop  and  ^ive  battle  to  these  privateers,  this 
encouragement  is  given. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  discovered, 
that  if  this  bill  passes  into  law,  it  wilt  be  beneficial 
to  his  constituents.  It  was  formerly  said,  that  it 
would  be  beneficial  only  to  the  Eastern  States. 
As  the  gentleman  is  now  convinced  the  law,  if 
passed,  mil  be  beneficial  to  bis  constituents,  upon 
a  little  fnrtber  investigation,  he  hoped  that  gen- 
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llcoui  would  fiad  it  to  be  hit  datjr  to  puriM  the 
iaiere*t  of  his  eoontittimt*. 

With  respect  to  Praoee  tuviii^  shown  a  nuire  , 
iDoderate  dupotitioa  towardi  thu  eouotry  than  - 
formertv,  be  could  ooljr  say.  ia  oae  wocd,  geoile- 
mea  wao  draw  these  coDCiiuioDa,  thoo^t  rery 
dUferently  from  bim.   He  saw  oo  measure  of  the 
Freiv^h  Goveroment  which  is  not  corered  by  du- 
plicity, whether  he  looked  to  the  Bzeentive  Di- 1 
rectory  itself,  or  to  its  ageots,  in  which  gentlemen,  • 
ioDOcently  perhaps,  eo-operale,  to  throw  as  off  oar 
caard,  and  loll  tu  into  a  false  secniity.   Let  i 
France  repeal  ber  obnoxious  laws ;  noUiioff  short  | 
<^  this  can  evince  bersincerity.   Notbingsbortof  i 
this  ought  to  impede  our  measures  of  defence,  i 
All  the  songs  which  the^  have  song  to  this  coun- 
try have  been  more  fitting  to  be  sung  to  ehildnen 
than  to  thepeo|de  of  the  United  States. 

Much  might  be  said  upon  this  subject.  He 
knew,  however,  that  there  are  some  gentlemen 
who  believe  thai  everything  said  by  the  French 
Republic  is  to  be  regarded  as  Oospel  truth ;  and 
that  llueir  words,  and  not  (heir  actionSj  ought  to  be 
attended  to.  He  hoped,  however,  this  is  not  the 
sense  of  a  majority  of  thu  House,  but  that  gentle- 
men generally  consider  our  situation  as  more 
hazardous  now  tban  it  was  at  tbe  lastsesaion; 
and  that  the  dignity  and  honor  of  tbe  country  are 
more  concerned  to  keep  up  our  defensive  raea- 
■ures.  For  these  general  reasons,  notwithstand- 
ing tbe  eagerness  of  lome  members  in  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  avail  themselves  of  a  mis- 
take to  destroy  the  bill,  he  hoped  that  it  would 
BOW  receive  the  sanction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JoBiAB  Pabkbh  said,  he  inteoded  to  have 
TOted  for  this  bill ;  but  he  had  just  been  informed 
that  the  President  has  this  day  nominated  to  the 
Senate  a  Minister  to  go  to  France,  and  be  should 
not  be  willing  to  go  into  any  hostile  measure  that 
might  injure  that  negotiation.  The  President 
having  taken  tbis  step,  some  favorable  change  in 
our  situation  with  respect  to  France  must  have 
occasioned  it,  and  the  probability  is,  that  we  may 
have  peace— an  event  most  desirable  to  this  coun- 
try. Having  this  information,  be  should  vote 
against  tbe  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RoTLEDOB  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  negatived — 48  to  42. 

Mr.  HuTLiDQC  said,  the  first  question  now  be- 
fore the  committee  appears  to  be,  whether  it  is 
the  policy  of  this  eountry  to  destroy  the  French 
privateers  which  infest  our  trade ;  the  next,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  most  for  the  interest  of  thia  eoun- 
try to  destroy  them  by  holding  out  an  encourage- 
ment to  our  merchant  vessels  to  effect  the  busi- 
ness, or  whether  we  ought  to  augment  our  naval 
force  lor  the  purpose.  In  his  opinion,  the  forma 
would  be  less  expensive,  and  equally  efficacious, 
and  therefore  he  was  in  favor  of  it. 

It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, that  the  private  armaments  of  this  country 
have  exceeded  all  calculation.  He  speaks  cor- 
rectly on  this  aubjeot,  and  this  furnishes  a  reason 
why  our  commerce  has  so  suddenly  revived.  It 
has  revived  from  its  depression  bjr  means  of  pri- 
vate armament^  and  the  question  is  new  whetaer 


we  wiU  ctiesd  them  by  makug  them  still  mme 
efeetual?  How  is  this  to  be  done?  ItisbyboU- 
ing  out  eaeoufgeneat  to  iadastrioos  enieqicise. 

The  gentleniaa  fxom  Marvland  says,  that  hav- 
ing refiued  to  advance  ilie  salaries  of  our  offieen, 
beeaase  our  Treasury  eooU  not  afibrd  it,  tbe 
House  oueht  not  to  agree  to  spend  money  on  this 
ob|ect  This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  not  pceusely  tbe 
ease.  This  was  not  the  argununt  chiefly  otged 
ist  those  aiwmentatioas,  it  was  (and  be 
;hi  it  a  very  ftUaoioas  argument)  that  living 
ehe^Kf  than  it  had  been.  But  just 
when  the  House  is  about  to  decide  on  this  ques- 
tion, a  gentleman  rises  and  says  it  will  be  wrong 
to  pass  tbis  law,  because  a  nomination  has  been 
made  to  the  Senate  of  a  Minister  to  goto  Fianee. 
He  did  not  know  bow  the  gentleman  received  his 
tnfwmation  of  this  nomination  ;  bat  if  it  shooU 
have  taken  place,  and  it  be  thought  necessary  on 
this  account  not  to  pass  this  bill,  it  may  stop 
where  we  leave  it.  If  peace  be  likely  to  be  ob- 
tained, no  man  would  wish  less  than  bim  to  fim- 
Irate  it.  If  be  saw  peace  in  proapeet,  if  he  saw  a 
probability  of  an  htmorable  n^otiation,  bo  one 
would  be  more  ready  to  embrace  it  than  he ;  bat 
be  nevertheless  thought  it  would  be  improper  for 
tbe  House  to  act  upon  this  information.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  this  bill  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  SuiTH  said  he  was  oertainry  averse  to 
this  bill  at  tbe  last  session,  as  well  as  to  some 
other  plans  which  were  called  measures  of  de- 
fence, for  which  he  then  gave  his  reasons,  and  ia 
some  instances  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  intte- 
dace  amendmwis  which,  in  his  opimon,  vreat  to 
make  certain  measures  less  ofa^tionable ;  bat  he 
had  been  aninst  no  snbetamial  moamre  of,de> 
fence.  He  cnew  such  assertiona  as  had  this  daf 
been  boldly  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Rbede 
Island,  had  gone  forth  to  the  public  in  some  of  the 
public  prints.  Mr.  S.  now  deebied,  and  a  recur- 
rence to  the  Journals  would  confirm  tbis  declara- 
tion, all  such  assertions  to  be  wholly  unfounded. 
It  must  be  recollected^  that  so  far  from  opposiDg 
tbe  arming  of  merchEmt  vessels,  he  declared  on 
this  floor,  tnat  the  President  had  no  right  to  pro- 
hibit their  arming,  since  merchants  bad  a  natorsl 
right  to  arm  their  vessels.  And  this  had  alwiyi 
been  his  languupe.  He  bad  already  said,  that  he 
believed  this  bill  could  answer  no  good  purpose, 
as  the  encouragement  it  holds  out  would  not  in- 
duce a  single  merchant  vessel  to  go  out  of  its  way 
to  take  French  privaMen,  their  eatgoes  are  geo^ 
rally  too  valunue  to  be  thus  sportecTvrith.  If  tba 
encouragement  held  out  was  to  be  so  large  as  M 
encourage  the  fitting  out  of  privateers,  thai  weald 
be  another  conwdemtion,  Imt  he  was  certain  it 
would  have  no  efiect  with  respect  to  merchut 
vessels. 

Mr.  OoooRicB^  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  an 
established  principle  in  this  House,  that  when  it 
hears  informally  of  anything  being  done  in  the 
Senate,  or  of  anything  being  done  by  France  tbst 
has  a  favomble  appeamno^  that  it  ought  imme- 
diately to  wrest  iu  proceedings.  If  so,  it  will  at 
any  time  be  in  the  ^w*r  of  France  to  prevent 
putting  ourseivea  in  a  postere  of  deftnee.  We 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2933  mSTORT  OF  OONaKESS. 


2934 


FSBKUAftV,  1799.] 


Capture  of  Prmeh  Veeselt. 


[H.orR. 


know  DothlDff  at  present,  said  Mr.  G.,  of  the  mis- 
sion which  Das  been  mentioned.   It  maj.  for 
an^t  ve  know,  be  another  attempt  to  drive  us 
from  the  strong  groand  which  we  are  taking  for 
ODV  defence;  aod  what  effect  will  it  have  upon 
the  coQneiU  of  a  foreigo  natiui,  to  be  told,  that 
the  very  moment  we  heard  it  Uaped,  not  hy  ao- 
thority,  out  bjr  a  member  in  this  House,  without  any 
regokf  information  upon  the  sabject,  that  the 
Pmident  has  aominated  a  Minister  to  treat  with 
Franee,  the  consideration  of  an  important  bUl  was 
swpeaded ;  that  the  spirit  of  the  gentleman  who 
baa  been  the  most  zealons  in  patrooising  our  Nary, 
is  immediately  relaxed,  and  ae  detenmnes  to  rote 
against  a  measure  of  defence,  which  he  before 
supported  7   He  saw  no  reason  for  this,  but  the 
coBtiary,  since  if  the  disposition  of  France  ia  in 
any  degree  changed  towards  this  country,  it  must 
be  aeen  to  be  entirely  owin^  to  our  baring  acted 
with  some  degree  of  8[»rit,  in  [weparing  to  resist 
her  ontrageoos  conduct.   We  hare,  therefore,  said 
Mr.  Qj  the  strongest  reasons  for  maintaining  our 
flToraM,  until  the  moment  of  determined  peace. 
This,  he  said,  was  our  ptactiee  in  oar  Rerolutiott- 
ary  war,  -whva  the  same  arts  were  practised.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  on  nfleeiion,  the  gentle- 
man uom  Virginia  wouM  still  vote  in  favor  of 
thisbUL 

Public  economy^  Mr.  G.  said,  required  this  law, 
IB  order  to  excite  indirtdoal  oiterprise  to  make 
captures  of  French  prirateers ;  and,  since  prirate 
amamenu  have  been  found  so  important  to  the 
United  States,  if,  by  holding  out  a  small  reward, 
you  eaa  excite  and  invigorate  this  spirit,  a  reiy 
valuaUe  purpose  will  be  attained  at  a  very  small 
exjiense,  and  we  may  be  certoin  that  the  expense 
eaa  nerer  exceed  toe  benefit,  smoe  they  most  go 
band  in  hand. 

Btr.  O.  acknowledged  that  the  spirit  for  prirate 
aiming  had  been  ereat.  B^ore  that  spirit  the 
French  privateers  hare  retired.  But  is  there  no 
danger  that  this  spirit  may  relax  from  its  expen- 
HTeness?  In  order  to  prevent  tiiis  from  taking 
|daoe,  and  to  encourage  the  capture  as  wdl  as  the 
repulsion  of  French  prirateers,  he  hoped  this  bill 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otis  rose  to  acknowledge  his  obligations 
u>  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Parebr)  for 
faroishing  him  with  a  stronger  argument  in  sup- 
port of  this  bill  thui  had  heretofore  been  urged. 
If  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States,  who  has 
always  been  disposed  to  restore  peace  to  the  conn- 
tiy  whenever  an  c^p(»tunity  offered,  has  pro- 
ceeded to  nominate  a  Minister  to  treat  with 
Fnuaoe,  we  ought,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  be  rery  careful 
that  the  Minister  so  nominated  goes  to  France 
wder  auspices  more  fhronUe  than  his  predeces- 
sors. It  was  clearly  his  otanion,  that  if  the  nego- 
tiation with  that  country  is  to  be  renewed,  it  ought 
to  be  accompanied  wiu  a  ccmtinuatioo  triT  deter- 
mined measures  on  our  part,  of  that  defence  ^ich 
has  already  been  adopted,  until  the  negotiation 
diaU  be  l»Ott^t  to  a  ftromble  ooaelusion  y  if  not, 
we  may  expect  our  negotiatton  to  terminate  like 
those  M  other  natioDs  with  that  RepuUic.  If  the 
Bwninatioa  of  a  Miaiitor  to  Vnao9  aflbrda  ua  a 


single  glimpse  of  hope  for  peace,  that  hope  will 
be  briglitened  if  our  Minister  goes  under  the 
strongest  preparations  of  this  country  for  war,  in 
case  our  negotiations  should  not  succeed.   If  our 
first  Envoys  to  Fiance  had  been  thus  supported, 
it  is  probable  we  should  hare  had  peace  long 
since ;  or  if  this  had  been  the  case  with  respect  to 
our  late  Envoys^  they  might  hare  been  able  to 
bring  their  negotiation  to  a  favorable  issue ;  for  if 
there  ai^>ears  any  farorable  symptom  in  the  pre- 
sent eondnct  of  France,  it  has  certainty  Men 
brought  about  by  measures  of  which  this  bill 
forms  a  ]nrt — measures  which  seem  to  hare 
awakened  the  Directory  of  France  to  a  sense  of 
their  true  interest — measures  which  hare  con- 
vinced them  that  their  party  in  this  country  is 
not  so  strong  as  they  expected,  and  that  we  hare 
pirit  to  resist  their  oppressions.  Therefore, 
nough  he  did  not  think  it  was  in  order  for  the 
gentfemBQ  from  Virginia  to  notice  the  nomina- 
tion which  he  had  mentioned^  yet,  If  any  infer- 
ence might  be  drawn  from  it,  it  ought  to  be,  that 
whilst  we  hold  the  olire  branch  in  one  hand  we 
ought  to  hold  the  sword  in  the  other.  He  under* 
stood^  howerer,  that  this  nomination  is  merely  a 
conditional  one,  empowering  our  Minister  at  the 
Hague  to  proceed  to  France,  whenever  he  shall 
be  conrinced  that  France  will  receire  him  as  the 
Minister  of  a  free  and  powerful  nation.  But  surely 
a  circumstance  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  affect  the 
[Htssage  of  a  bill  like  this.   If  it  did,  the  House 
might  as  well  go  on  and  repeal  our  Army  and 
Nary  laws.   He  hoped,  howerer,  that  what  bad 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia  was 
merelytbe  result  of  that  pleasurable  feeling  which 
everyone  experienced  at  the  prospect  of  peacej 
but  he  hoped  the  gentleman,  for  his  own  credit,  as 
well  as  in  consideration  of  those  friends  who  hare 
of  late  been  proud  of  his  assistance  in  putting  this 
country  in  a  state  of  defence,  would  still  rote  for 
this  bill.  But  as  die  minds  of  eentlemenmay  not 
be  perfectly  satisfied  on  the  subject,  he  should  be 
l^d  if  the  House  would  adjourn,  and  he  renewed 
that  motion ;  which  was  agreed  to— 49  to  47. 


TuBSDAT,  February  19. 

A  quorum  of  members  being  assembled,  the 
Clerk  called  the  House  to  order,  and  said,  that  he 
had  just  been  informed  that  the  Speaker  was  so 
much  indisposed  this  morning  as  to  be  unaUe  to 
attend  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  CuiBORNB  wished  a  Speaker  pro  tem. 
to  be  appointed ;  hut  a  motion  being  made  to  ad' 
joum,  It  was  carried  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Wednesdat,  February  SO. 

Matthew  Lyon,  from  Vermont,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 
Mr.  LiTiMoeroir  saidj  he  had  received,  under 
cover,  a  number  of  petitions  from  the  State  of 
Verm<mt,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedi 
tion  laws,  which  he  b^ed  leare  to  present  to  the 
House.  One  ctfwkiohlnTing  been  read, in  which 
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among  their  other  objections  to  the  laws,  tbe  pe- 
titiooers  complain  of  haring  beeii  deprived,  by  the 
sedition  law,  of  their  Representatire  in  Coosress 
for  the  greater  part  oi  the  jM-eitenl  session ;  Mr.  L. 
mored  to  have  the  whole  referred  to  the  select 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  other  peti- 
tions relative  to  this  subject ;  but  on  Mr.  Qalla- 
tih'b  suggesting  that  he  junderstood  that  commit- 
tee  is  r^y  to  report,  and  thai  it  would  therefore 
be  better  to  snfier  ihe  petitions  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  that  report  is  maoe,  and  then  have  the  whole 
referred  to  toe  same  Committee  of  the  Wfade ; 
that  coarse  was  taken. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  eocouraging  the  cap- 
tare  of  French  prirateers,  bjr  allowing  a  bounty 
on  guDs,  and  the  motion  being  to  concur  in  the 
agreement  of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  MACon  said,  there  were  some  other  obser- 
rations  made  the  other  day,  when  this  subject 
was  under  consideration,  which  be  thought  very 
foreign  to  the  subject.  The  history  of  ibis  bill 
during  the  last  session  was  given.  The  House 
was  told  it  was  three  times  rejected — once  by  trick. 
He  was  surprised  to  hear  two  g^tlemea  make 
use  of  this  expression.  If  there  was  any  trick,  it 
certainly  was  among  those  geotlemeD  who  bad 
so  frequently  brought  the  subject  before  the  House. 
It  had  been  said,  also,  that  it  was  once  rejected  by 
accident.  It  was  the  first  time  be  had  ever  beard 
it  urged  as  a  reason  for  reconsidering  a  subject, 
that  certain  members  had  before  voted  acciden- 
tally  upon  it.  Another  reason  was  given,  that 
the  vote  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  been 
improperly  obtained,  by  taking  advantage  of  a 
mistake  of  the  chairman.  By  the  rules  of  the 
House,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  Speaker,  or  Cluirman  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  has  a  casting  vote,  or 
thev  may  tie  a  vote ;  but^  aAer  tbe  chairman  had 
declared  the  question  earned,  it  might  be  supposed 
he  did  not  mean  to  vote,  or  if  he  did  that  hemeant 
to  vote  with  tbe  majority. 

Nothing,  then,  seems  more  decided  than  that 
the  sense  of  the  Legislature  is  opposed  to  a  bill  of 
this  kind.  Another  circumstance  occurred,  which 
he  thought  equally  strange;  which  was,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachosetts  should  have  so 
feelingly  regretted  that  a  gentleman  (Mr.PAREEa) 
had  expressed  bis  intention  of  voting  against  this 
bill.  He  thought  these  uncommon  amiments  on 
tbenssageofabill. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  lud  seen  a  letter  printed  in  the 
papers  from  one  of  our  naval  commanders  in  the 
West  Indies,  wherein  he  says,  that  American  ves- 
sels sail  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  French 
islands,  in  ordered  to  be  carried  in  ;  that  they  af- 
terwards get  away,  pretending  to  have  made  their 
escape,  and  soon  return  with  another  cargo.  He 
also  mentions  having  fallen  in  with  one  of  these 
vessels,  evidently  steering  for  a  French  island, 
but  the  vessel's  papers  were  so  well  managed,  and 
the  captain  and  mate  understood  each  other  so 
well,  tnat  he  could  make  noUung  of  them. 


said  Mr.  M.,  the  laws  for  suspending  our  inter- 
course with  France  and  her  possessions  can  be  so 
easily  evaded,  might  it  not  be  expected  that  this 
law  would  be  evaded,  and  that  privateers  mig^t 
be  fitted  oiit  in  tbe  West  Indies,  aad  brought  to  a 
certain  latitude,  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  9 
He  bad  no  doubt  this  would  be  the  case. 

Whatever  gentlem«i  may  say  to  the  contrair, 
the  reasons  for  passing  this  bill  at  tbe  last  sesMon, 
were  much  stronger  than  at  present.  Itvrasthen 
said,  that  except  a  law  of  this  kind  was  passed  to 
encourage  the  taking  of  them,  privateers  would 
come  into  our  ports.  We  find  that  this  is  far  from 
being  the  case  at  present.  One  of  the  captains  of 
our  armed  vessels  writes,  that  there  are  no  priva- 
teers to  be  seen  in  the  West  Indian  seas,  but  that 
they  confined  themselves  in  port,  being  com- 
pletely blocked  up;  nor  had  he  heard  one  reason 
for  passing  this  law  now  which  was  not  ni^^ 
last  year,  and  the  reasons  against  it  are  certainly 
much  stronger  than  they  were  at  that  time.  Since 
that  time,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have  done  another 
thing  which  we  never  did  before;  we  have  pab* 
licly  advertised,  that  we  are  ready  to  borrow 
money  at  eight  per  cent.  Therefore,  now,  when 
I  our  situation  is  so  much  better  than  it  ms  at 
I  that  time,  and  when  all  the  money  we  pay  one 
in  this  way,  will  be  borrowed  at  this  extravagant 
I  interest,  he' hoped  the  bill  would  not  pass. 
I  Mr.  McDowell  said,  that  when  this  bill  was 
I  before  under  discussion,  he  had  stated  that  our 
!  situation  with  respect  to  France  appeared  to  be 
more  favorable  than  last  year.  This  was  denied 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis.) 
He  considers  our  danger  greater,  and  this  bill  more 
necessary  than  at  tluit  time ;  and  has  gone  oo  to 
remark,  that  all  that  was  said  about  our  improved 
situation  with  respect  to  France,  were  songs  only 
fit  for  children,  and  not  for  the  people  of  America. 
He  was  of  a  dllferent  opinion ;  they  were  the 
songs  of  peace,  and  as  such,  he  believed,  suited  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  who  wish  to  live  in 
peace.  And  if  that  gentleman  knew  more  of  the 
evils  attendant  on  war  than  he  does,  he  certainly 
would  not  be  so  ready  to  embrace  them  as  he  ap- 
pears to  be. 

But  he  thought  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts mistaken  as  to  our  situation ;  he  believed  it 
to  be  much  belter  than  it  was  at  the  last  session. 
He  formed  this  opinion  from  the  despatches  of 
Mr.  (Jerry,  who  declares  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that 
France  is  sincerely  disposed  to  make  peace;  and 
more  particularly  from  tne  President  having  nomi- 
nated a  Minister  to  treat  with  France,  though  he 
bad  declared  he  never  woald  send  another  Minis- 
ter until  he  should  receive  assurances  that  he 
would  be  recdved  as  the  Minister  of  a  great,  free, 
and  powerful  nation.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that 
the  President  has  received  these  assurances,  and 
that  we  have,  on  thb  account,  some  reason  to 
hope,  that  a  reconciliation  between  the  two  Qot- 
emmenis  will  take  place. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  because  it  might  be 
the  meeos  of  oringing  the  country  into  difficulties 
and  war ;  it  was  giving  to  one  part  of  our  citizens 
the  power  to  eoabroil  the  whole.  No  necessity 
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hu  been  shown  to  exist  fcv  this  law ;  it  is,  indeed, 
wuA  to  be  necessary  to  keep  down  the  mTateers 
ot  Praoce,  but  we  find  by  letters  which  liare  just 
been  published,  from  the  eomtnaDdo-s  of  oar 
armed  vessels,  that  ^ere  are  rery  few  to  be  aeeo. 
Bat  sopposing  there  are  yet  a  nomber  of  them. 
iHut  better  use  ean  our  public  armed  v»sels  be 
pot  to  thau  10  go  after  them  ?  They  must  either 
be  employed  in  doing  ihis^r  sent,  where  he  did 
not  wish  them  to  go,  to  the  il!nr<^>eao  seas,  or  kept 
oaelcss  at  home. 

Blr.  McD.  alluded  to  what  bad  been  said  about 
the  rote  iu  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  baviag 
been  obtained  by  trick.  He  thought  it  takea  per- 
fectly fair,  and  trusted  it  would  be  confirmea  by 
the  Boose. 

Mr.  O&LLATiN  would  Dot  have  troubled  the 
House  on  this  subject,  had  it  aot  been  for  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Ons)  Itamediately  before  the  adjournment  took 
phce  on  Mcmday.  He  told  the  House  that  the 
TOte  on  this  subject  ought  not  to  be  inflaencedby 
dw  nominatioD  of  a  Miiuster  to  go  to  France ; 
and  he  precluded  any  answer  being  then  given  to 
the  remark,  by  moving  an  adjoummeat. 

For  my  part,  said  Mr,  O.,  1  do  not  consider  ibis 
tnll  as  very  important  in  itself,  and  I  have  always 
been  at  a  loss  to  know  why  taere  appeared  to  be 
so  great  an  anxiety  to  have  it  passed.  It  is  said, 
we  on^t  not  to  recede  from  the  ground  we  have 
taken ;  and  really,  from  the  argoments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  it  would  appear  that 
there  was  a  motion  before  the  House  to  prevent 
oor  merchants  from  arming  their  vessels,  or  our 
paUic  vessels  from  takiov  French  privateers. 
This  measure  brings  us  to  tbe  question,  not  whe- 
ther we  will  recede,  but  whether  we'  will  pro- 
gress. The  object  of  this  bill  is  not  to  authorize 
any  new  measnre.  bat  it  is  to  give  a  bounty  to 
merchaots  to  do  what  they  are  already  authorized 
10  da  The  only  question  is,  whether  it  will  pro- 
mote the  taking  of  French  privateers?  He  be- 
lieved it  would  produce  no  effect  at  all,  except  the 
blanks  in  the  bill  are  to  be  filled  with  sums  which 
would  produce  a  very  serious  demand  on  oar 
Treasury.  The  object  of  merchants  is  to  make  a 
safe  and  quick  voyage,  and  if  privateers  will  keep 
oat  of  their  way,  they  will  never  go  in  search  of 
them :  and  if  they  should  fall  in  with  a  privateer, 
their  aim  would  be  self-defence,  and  not  captore, 
ciuce  to  attempt  this  might  hazard  the  loss  of  their 
vessel  aod  valuable  cargo,  and  take  from  them 
means  tif  drfence  against  any  other  attack,  since 
they  most  put  their  own  men  on  board  the  cap- 
tared  privateer. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  one  of 
two  things  must  take  place,  either  we  mnst  give 
saeh  a  bounty  on  the  guns  of  privateers  as  will 
make  the  expense  of  taking  them  greater  than  the 
beo^t,  or  else  it  will  become  a  mere  matter  of 
speeoIatioD,  or  small  vessels  will  be  fitted  out  on 
purpose  to  obtain  the  bounty.  When  privateers 
are  taken  by  other  countries,  they  are  always 
taken  by  their  vessels  of  war,  and  seldom  by  let- 
ters of  marqae. 

But  It  is  said  this  meamre  ought  to  be  taken,  in 
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order  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  Minister,  by 
showing  our  determination  to  resist,  in  case  an  ao- 
commodation  does  not  take  place.  On  the  same 
grounds,  Mr.  Q.  said,  a  declaration  of  war  might 

be  urged. 

As  to  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  the  appoint 
meot  of  a  Minister  to  treat  with  Fraoce,  he  con- 
sidered it  merely  as  opening  a  door  to  oegotiatioQ. 
He  agreed  with  the  geotleraaa  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  it  ought  by  do  means  to  be  considered 
as  putting  an  end  to  the  dispute  between  the  two 
countries.  It  may  succeed,  or  not.  But  this  step 
having  been  taken,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  go 
into  a  measure  of  this  kind,  especially  since  it  can 
be  attended  with  so  little  good  effect. 

Mr.  JosiAB  Pabkeb  said,  when  he  gave  notice 
to  the  House  on  Monday  of  the  nomination  of  a 
Minister  to  go  to  France^  and  declared  that,  on 
that  account,  he  should  vote  against  this  IhU,  he 
did  not  do  so  because  he  was  willing  to  relax 
from  any  of  our  measures  of  defence  or  ofSause 
against  the  French ;  but  because  he  thought  the 
measure  proposed  by  this  bill  puerile  and  inefieo- 
tual,  and  therefore  unnecessary.  When  he  made 
this  declaration,  he  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsett^  with 
whom  he  had  had  the  honor  to  vote  very  fre- 

Sueotly.  At  the  same  time  that  he  said  this,  he 
eclared  himself  ready  to  abide  by  every  measure 
of  defence  yet  adopted,  and  even  to  take  higher 
ground  than  has  yet  been  taken ;  for  be  had  no 
opinion  either  of  the  magnanimity  or  sincerity  of 
the  French  Republic.  He  believed  they  had  no 
desire  for  peace,  except  such  as  arose  from  their 
changed  situation.  He  thought  it  better,  how- 
ever, not  to  go  into  any  little,  irritating  measure, 
like  this.  The  President  had  heretofore  told  the 
House  that  he  would  never  send  another  Minis- 
ter to  France  until  he  received  assnranees  that 
he  would  be  properly  received ;  he  bdieved  the 
President  had  received  these  assurances  from  the 
French  Minister  at  the  Hague,  through  oar  Bfin- 
ister  there. 

Mr.  P.  thought  the  second  section  of  this  bill, 
allowing  a  salvage  on  the  retaking  of  any  of  mir 
vessels,  ought  to  pass;  the  first  be  hoped  would 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  PmcKNET  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  gentleman  just  sat  down  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  passing  this  bill.  He  did  not  think  it  a 
measure  of  great  importance;  but,  as  an  addition- 
al measure  of  defence,  it  may  have  some  effect, 
and  hewasthereforeforagreeingtoit.  Hethou^t 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Galla- 
tin) bad  put  the  prospect  of  a  negotiation  with 
France  upon  a  proper  footing;  and  he  agreed 
with  that  gentleman  that  we  ooght  not  to  vary 
the  ground  we  have  already  taken ;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  any  augmentation  of  force  would  be 
goine  off*  the  CTOund  originally  taken. 

Wnai.  asked  Mr.  P.,  was  the  ground  taken  at 
the  last  session,  and  acted  upon  at  this  ?  It  was, 
that  we  should,  by  all  means  in  our  nower,  pre- 
pare for  our  defence,  more  especially  that  we 
should  add  to  every  measure  of  defence  to  which 
otir  revenue  is  adequate,  on  the  ocean.   We  have 
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shown  tbis  to  be  our  deter minatioQ  both  at  the 
last  sessioD  and  this,  and  our  preparations  hare 
only  been  limited  by  our  aUlitjr  to  make  them. 
This  measure,  therefore,  is  a  coatiauanee  of  the 
same  ground. 

This  bill  rerem,  therefore,  altoeether  upon  the 
question  of  expediency,  and  this  he  thought  the 
proper  footing  on  which  to  place  it.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylrania  has  objected'  to  its  expe- 
diency, because  he  saya  it  will  be  inefficacious. 
Mr.  P.  would  give  a  short  answer  to  this,  which 
was,  that  its  expense  will  be  commeosurate  with 
its  utility.  There  is  no  doubt,  if  it  has  any  effect 
at  all;  if  it  induces  any  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  bring  into  our  ports  priva- 
teera  which  are  depredating  on  otir  commerce,  no 
moderate  reward  cotild  be  too  great  to  be  given 
for  this  advantage.  And  if  there  is  nothing  done ; 
if  the  law  proves  ineffectual,  then  the  public  is 
nothitig  out  of  pocket.  It  is'  one  of  those  cheap 
expedients  which  may  be  beneficial,  but  which 
can  have  no  bad  consequences. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  when  this  bill  was 
first  proposed  at  the  last  session,  be  viewed  it  as 
bottomed  on  a  narrow  policy — as  calculated  to 
produce  no  general  good — as  a  mere  burlesque 
when  spoken  of  as  a  nfeasure  of  defence.  He 
therefore  voted  a^ii)st  it,  and  was  happy  to  find 
himself  in  a  majority  on  the  occasioD.  when  the 
bill  was  proposed  the  second  time,  his  first  impres- 
sions respecting  it  were  not  removed ;  and  at  that 
period  the  situation  of  our  country  called  at  least 
as  much  for  measures  of  defence  as  it  does  at  the 
present  period.  Nay,  more.  How  comes  it,  then, 
asked  Mr.  C,  that  this  bill,  after  havine  been 
twice  considered  and  rejected,  that  it  should  now 
appear  so  strikinsly  proper  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina^  Let  nim  read  the  bill,  and  he 
cannot  declare  it  important  as  a  measure  of  de- 
fence. Let  him  look  over  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  whose  duty  it  is  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Legislature  what  appears  to  him  use- 
ful for  our  defence  in  that  Department,  and  he 
will  not  find  a  measure  of  this  kind  ever  glanced 
at.  Let  him  also  examine  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  of  this  House,  appointed  to  consider 
whatever  relates  to  the  Navy,  and  he  will  find  no 
bounty  on  cannon  recommended.  Supported  by 
these  two  authorities,  and  his  best  judgment,  be 
must  continue  opposed  to  this  measure. 

He  was  of  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  nomination,  to  relax  our  mea- 
sures of  defence,  nor  ought  we  to  go  further  by 
taking  any  step  which  might  tend  to  widen  the 
breach  between  the  two  countries.  Though  he 
had  heretofore  been  opposed  to  some  of  the  mea- 
sures of  defence,  he  would  not  at  present  revoke 
them.  But  thinking  this  bill  unnecessary,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  he  hoped  it  wotild  not  pass. 

Mr.  S.  Shith  said,  that  previous  to  the  question 
being  taken,  he  would  stat^  that  if  he  thought 
thi«  meafture  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, he  would  give  it  his  vote ;  but  believing  it  un- 
essential, he  should  vote  against  it.  He  agreed 
that  the  system  adopted  at  the  last  Mssiwi  ought 
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not  to  be  departed  from.  In  some  instaoees  ke 
should  be  for  making  it  stronger. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  that  gentlemen,  in  theii 
deliberations  on  this  subject,  have  fallen  into 
some  mistakes  as  to  the  course  which  this  bill 
took  at  the  last  session.  Mr.  H.  gave  the  historr 
of  this  bill,  and  also  spoke  of  the  decision  whics 
had  taken  place  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  at 
by  no  means  conclusive.  On  the  general  poliey 
of  the  measure,  he  was  not  inclined  to  make  any 
observations.  He  believed  it  was  well  understood ; 
but  he  would  not  omit  this  occasion  of  declaring, 
that,  in  his  opinioii,  its  policy  had  not  been  ehao^ 
ed  by  the  nomination  which  has  taken  ^aee  of  a 
Minister  to  treat  with  the  Praich  Repiwlie. 

It  is  said  that  vn  intimation  has  been  made,  not 
through  the  Dutch  Minister,  but  through  the  Se- 
cretary of  Legation  at  the  Hague,  to  our  Ministtr 
there,  that  the  French  Oovenunent  is  disposed  to 
receive  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  which  we 
may  choose  to  appoint,  suitable  to  the  digoitjr  dne 
to  the  representative  of  a  great,  free,  and  inde- 
pendent nation.  This  intimation  having  been 
given  to  the  President,  he  has  thought  it  proper 
to  meet  the  advance  so  far  as  to  nominate  a  Min- 
ister, which  Minister  is  to  go  to  France,  provided 
he  shall  receive  assurances  of  being  properly  re- 
ceived, and  a  Minister  of  equal  rank  appointed  to 
treat  with  him. 

This  chance,  Mr.  H.  said,  from  haughty  inw- 
lence ;  from'uie  expuluon  of  our  Minister ;  bta 
a  demand  of -tribute}  from  requiring  apologiesfor 
speeches;  from  outrage  and  insul^  to  the  mild 
language  of  supplication,  most  certainly  have 
been  owing  to  the  measures  of  this  Government, 
and  therefore  clearly  evinced  the  policy  aod  pro- 

Rriety  of  these  measures.  We  have  thus  far,  said 
(r.  H.,  seen  the  good  effects  of  buckling  on  our 
armor,  at  the  same  time  that  we  hold  out  the  olive 
branch.  And  instead  of  relaxing,  we  ought  now 
to  brace  up  the  system;  not  that  he  wouid  wish 
to  take  any  new  ground,  but  merely  reinforce  and 
invigorate  the  system  already  estaUished.  This 
he  thought  the  true  policy  of  this  country,  Wb^ 
ther  this  application  for  a  negotiation  on  the  {aft 
of  the  French  Re|>ublic  may  arise  from  sincoi^, 
or  from  a  wish  to  wheedle  this  country  to  their 
own  advantage,  «*  because  they  perceive  we  are 
not  to  be  btUUed  into  submission,  and  therefeie  it 
is  best  to  live  on  friendly  terms  wuh  us,  he  held 
it  wise  policy  in  us  to  enlarge  our  means  both  of 
defence  and  ofienee,  until  our  dbpate  with  Fiaaee 
is  Ivonght  to  a  close.  He,  thermre,  thou^^t  it « 
more  importance  to  adopt  this  measure  now  tbso 
heretofore ;  because,  if  it  is  not  carried,  it  may  be 
supposed  that  we  have  forborne  to  adopt  it.  be- 
cause we  are  disposed  to  relax  the  instant  we  osre 
information  that  a  negotiation  is  likely  to  be 
opened,  and  that  they  may  at  any  time  unaave 
our  arm  by  a  proposition  to  negotiate.  There- 
fore, if  he  had  before  been  against  this  measure, 
he  should  now  be  in  favor  of  it,  because,  if  it  hsd 
no  other  good  effect,  it  would  convince  the  Gov- 
ernment with  whom  we  are  about  to  treat,  lhaj 
the  same  vigorous  measures  which  have  proooeed 
this  negotiation  will  still  be  eontiaead,  and  that 
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thmuh  we  are  treating  for  peace,  we  are  prepar- 
ing for  war,  aad  that  we  are  determiDed  to  do 
ouTselres  justice,  if  they  refuse  to  do  us  justice. 
For  these  reasons  he  hoped  thf  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  LiTiNQsTON  said,  that  considerio^  how 
greAt  a  laTorite  this  measure  had  been  of  its  par- 
tial parents,  it  was  the  most  uolucky  child  that 
erer  showed  its  face  iu  the  House.  It  had  scarce- 
ly seen  the  light  at  the  last  session,  when  it  was 
lost  in  the  short  passage  from  its  nursery  in  the 
committee  to  the  House,  because  those  who  were 
most  interested  io  its  pteservatlou,  by  accident, 
did  not  happen  to  vote  for  iu  Another  accident 
of  the  same  natore  prerented  its  passage  when  it 
was  again  attempted  in  the  same  session.  At  the 
interral  of  a  ye«r,  Uie  same  ill  fortune  seemed  to 
poisDe  this  unlucky  bantling.  It  bad  scarcely 
taken  Its  first  step  into  ejiistence  when  the  same 
forgetfuloess  seemed  to  seize  all  those  who  had 
checareof  it.  Again,  it  was  lost  in  the  committee ; 
again  it  accidentally  expired;  and  all  the  efforts 
to  rerive  it,  he  believed,  would  be  in  vain.  Mr. 
L.  then  went  into  a  history  of  the  bill  to  show 
that  it  was  lost,  not  by  accideut,  but  because  a 
majority  were  opposed  to  it. 

In  arguing  on  the  merits  of  this  bill  at  present, 
.  had  those  opposed  to  it  said  aoythinff  about  relax- 
ing those  measures  of  defence  whicu  were  taken 
in  times  of  greater  danger?  Hare  (hey  advised 
jrou  to  lay  up  the  frigates,  disband  your  army,  and 
idace  full  reliance  on  the  advances  of  the  French 
'  Repablic  towards  Dwotiatioo  ?  No  such  thing. 
It  has  been  said  only  uiat  this  bill  having  been  re- 
jected in  times  of  greater  danger  than  the  present ; 
and  having  now  been  thou^t  of  so  little  conse- 
quence as  to  be  suffered  to  lie  till  the  close  of  the 
session,  it  ought  not  now  to  pa:^.  He  believed 
there  is  no  contrariety  of  opiuion  in  this  Honse  as 
to  the  propriety  of  abiding  by  all  the  measures  of 
defence  which  have  been  taken,  until  the  proposed 
negotiation  is  brought  to  a  conclusion;  and  he 
could  not  conceive  why  geottemeu,  in  arguing  in 
&vor  of  this  bill,  should  speak  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  induce  a  by-stander  to  suppose,  that  mem- 
bers opposed  to  it  advised  a  relaxation  of  that  sys- 
tem.  He  did  not  think  this  perfectly  candid. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  undnstood  that  France  propo- 
ses  to  receive  a  Minister  from  this  country  on  the 
rery  terms  upon  which  only  the  President  of  the 
Uotied  States  has  heretofore  said  he  would  ever 
send  one.  It  was  said  to  be  improper  to  recede 
from  the  ground  we  have  taken  on  this  account, 
because  the  French  may  not  be  sincere.  He  had 
heard  no  such  idea  suggested,  and  gentlemen  cer- 
tainly do  wron{f  in  imputing  motives  to  others 
without  foundation.  But  when  gentlemen  come 
to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  they  touch  them  very 
lightly.  They  tell  you  u  is  part  of  our  general 
system  of  defence.  Is  this  the  case  7  How  is  it 
to  operate  1  It  is  to  operate  as  a  measure  of  ag- 
gression, not  of  preservation,  or  self-defence ;  and 
tnoogh  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  preserve  our 
praent  ground,  he  did  not  wish  to  progress  in  any 
measures  of  hostility^  especially  when  so  little 
advantage  can  be  derirea  from  it  as  is  proposed 
by  this  bilL 
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But  it  was  said  to  be  a  measure  of  self-defenee, 
because  it  went  to  disarm  our  enemy  of  the  means 
of  annoying  our  trad&  by  encouraging  the  taking 
of  their  privateers.  Upon  the  same  principle  of 
self-defence,  he  did  not  see  why  we  might  not 
despatch  our  frigates  against  one  of  the  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  from  whence  these  private«i& 
sail,  and  take  possession  of  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent {H'ivateers  from  being  fitted  out  irom  thenae 
against  us.  He  did  not  wish  to  take  either  oT 
these  steps  while  in  our  present  situation. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
saiiL  that  gentlemen  who  wf^e  formerly  opposed 
to  this  bill  ought  now  to  be  in  favor  of  i^  becaoM, 
if  it  is  not  adopted,  France  will  suppose  we  aie 
relaxing  our  measures,  and  trust  altt^ther  to  the 
sincerity  of  their  professions.  This  argiuneat, 
Mr.  L.  said,  would  apply,  if  there  was  a  proposi- 
tion  for  receding  from  measures  already  taken, 
but  it  could  not  apply  in  tbe  case  of  a  new  mea- 
sure like  the  present. 

Mr.  Bdmono  rose  to  rectify  a  mistake.  When 
the  question  was  taken  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  he  had  been  out  a  few  minutes,  and  was 
just  entering  the  door,  and  supposing  it  had  been 
to  agree  to  the  bill,  he  voted  m  the  affirmative, 
though,  if  he  had  known  that  the  question  had 
been  for  striking  out  the  first  section,  he  should 
have  voted  in  the  negative.  He  did  not  apply  to 
have  tbe  mistake  corrected  at  the  time,  because 
he  diwovered  an  nnwiUin^ess  to  correct  mis- 
takes in  tbe  case  of  the  Chatrmau. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  the  President  of  the  Unitei 
States,  in  his  Messase  to  both  Houses  of  the  Slat 
of  June  last,  declarea>  "  that  be  w6uld  never  send 
another  Minister  to  France  until  he  had  assur- 
ances that  he  would  be  received  as  the  Ministe- 
of  a  great,  free,  and  powerful  nation."  The  char- 
acter of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for 
integrity  and  political  fortitude,  is  well  known 
and  established,  and  that  character  is  pledged  for 
an  adherence  to  the  declaration  above  recited. 
Nor  had  he  any  idea  of  his  receding  from  it. 
With  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  we  are  to  inquire 
what  is  the  purport  of  tbe  information  which  has 
been  given  to  this  House  of  a  Minister  having 
been  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  French  Re- 
public. For  his  own  part  he  did  not  consider  the 
French  Qovemment  sincere;  and  he  waa  author- 
ized to  think  so  hy  the  declaration  of  this  Home 
in  answer  to  the  President's  Speech.  Nor  did  he 
think  the  President  believed  them  to  be  sincere, 
and  he  was  authorized  in  thinking  so,  from  his 
commanication  to  both  Houses  at  ine  opening  of 
the  session.  How,  then,  is  the  nomination  of  a 
Minister  to  be  understood  ?  It  was  to  be  under- 
stood in  the  same  light  in  which  we  used  to  ap- 
point  Commissioners  during  our  Revolutionary 
war,  who  were  sent  to  Europe  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain  long  before  we  expected  she  would  be 
willing  to  treat  for  peace ;  but  they  were  possessed 
of  eventual  authority.  So,  in  the  present  case, 
the  authority  proposed  to  be  given  to  our  Minister 
at  the  Hague,  is  only  to  be  «n  eventual  authority, 
that  when  he  receives  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  French  Goremment,  he  may  pro* 
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ceed  to  treat  with  them.  Nor  did  he  believe  that 
the  Senate  possessed  aoy  document  iaforraiog 
them  that  the  Preaideot  has  already  reeeired  these 
assurances. 

TMr.  D.  here  read  atracis  from  the  President's 
address  to  both  Houses,  from  the  address  of  this 
Honse  in  answer  to  it,  and  from  bis  reply;  in 
which  the  President  states  he  can  have  no  confi- 
dence in  the  sincerity  of  the  French  QoTeromeDt, 
while  the  decree  which  condemns  our  vessels  as 
prizes,  on  accoant  of  having  articles  of  British 
growtn  or  manufacture  on  board^  is  in  force.] 

We  know,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  this  decree  is,  how- 
erer,  yet  in  force ;  and  yet  gentlemen  pretend  to 
say  that  the  nomination  which  has  taken  place  is 
a  proof  that  the  President  has  now  some  reliance 
on  the  sincerity  of  the  French  Government ; 
whereas  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  conditional  ap 
poistment,  such  as  he  had  already  stated.  No 
gentleman  will  hazard  his  political  sagacity  by 
sayine,  a  negotiation  is  likely  to  take  place  whilst 
that  decree  is  in  existence ;  nor  can  any  gentle- 
man be  found  who  will  apologize  for  it.  if  it  is 
so  atrocious  that  its  repeal  must  be  an  indispensa- 
ble preliminary  to  any  negotiation  which  may 
take  place.  Believing  this  nominatiou,  therefore, 
to  be  nothing  more  than  the  naming  of  a  person 
to  treat  with  the  French  Qoverament  when  it 
shall  condescend  to  do  us  Justice,  the  arguments 
of  gentlemen  built  upon  it,  fall  to  the  ground. 
And  if  they  attend  to  the  declaration  of  this 
House,  in  the  address  already  alluded  to.  they  wilt 
find  that  we  ought  to  advance  in  our  defensive 
measures  instead  of  receding,  or  even  remaining 
stationary. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  made 
a  sagacious  discovery.  He  says,  this  act  will  not 
only  be  progressing  in,  but  changing  our  system. 
Oar  system  has  generally  been  maritime  defence, 
with  a  view  of  not  only  protecting  our  commerce, 
but  of  subduing  all  foreien  force. 

Mr.  LiviNOsTOH  said  lie  did  not  say  it  would 
be  changing  the  principle  of  our  measures,  but 
extending  that  principle. 

Then,  said  Mr.  Dana,  I  must  consider  the  argu- 
ment as  extremely  idle,  because  our  having  a  ves- 
sel more  or  less,  or  a  regiment  more  or  less,  can- 
not be  objected  to. 

Mr.  D.  was  in  favor  of  this  measure,  because  it 
would  assist  us  in  making  effectual  resistance  to 
the  maritime  violence  of  France,  and  because  he 
believed  the  nearer  our  measures  of  hostility  ap- 
proached  war,  without  producing  war,  the  nearer 
would  be  our  prospect  of  peace.  For  the  French 
nation,  said  Mr.  D.,  hare  discovered  a  character 
which  no  other  nation  ever  before  discovered. 
Other  nations,  when  they  are  solicited  to  be  at 
peace,  will  be  so ;  but  the  more  you  seek  for  a  good 
tinderstanding  with  the  French,  the  more  they  in- 
sult and  abuse  vou.  Yet,  when  we  took  measures 
which  were  calculated  to  establish  a  mortal  hatred 
between  the  two  countries,  it  is  then  we  see  a 
spirit  of  supplication  and  compliance.  Justice 
has  no  influence  upon  them;  they  are  strangers 
to  that  honor  which  nations  and  individuals  wish 
to  auppOTt  in  their  charmeters.  He  hoped,  there- 
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fore,  the  same  measures  which  had  heretofore 
been  acted  upon  would  be  continued,  and  that  this 
would  be  added  t^  them. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supposed,  during  the  first  half  of 
thespeechofthe  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
that  he  meant  to  vote  against  this  bill,  for  he  could 
not  have  supposed  that  he  had  quoted  the  Presi- 
dent's MessajE^e  to  Coojgress,  in  June  last  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  decuration  such  as  he  haf  made 
with  respect  to  it.  He  supposes  that  the  President 
has  received  no  assurances  from  the  French  Re- 
public that  our  Minister  will  be  received,  though 
be  has  heretofore  said  he  never  would  send  a  Mm- 
ister  until  he  had  assurances  he  would  be  properly 
received;  but  that  he  has  appointed  a  Minister  to 
wait,  as  it  were,  at  the  door  of  France,  for  a  dec- 
laration that  he  will  be  properly  received.  And 
he  supposes  that  the  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent will  in  this  way  be  satisfied.  Mr.  N.  believed, 
if  the  President  has  appointed  a  Minister,  he  will 
be  received,  because  he  did  not  believe  he  would 
have  appointed  him  until  he  had  good  assurance! 
that  this  would  be  the  case ;  or,  if  he  has,  that  he 
has  certainly  forgotten  his  declaration. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  during  our 
war  with  Great  Britain,  when  the  Commissioners 
were  appointed  to  reside  to  Europe  for  the  purpose 
of  making  peace,  we  were  then  in  a  situation  which 
made  us  anxious  for  peace — every  one  longed  to 
see  it  restored.  Our  situation  is  now  different. 
We  make  the  act  of  peace  the  act  of  our  enemy. 
He  should  not  stop  to  examine  into  the  propriety 
of  this  change  in  our  conduct 

Mr.  N.  could  not  help  being  surprised  at  some 
observations  which  had  been  made  on  this  occa- 
sion. Gentlemen  seem  determined  to  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  enjoying  self-applause,  on 
account  of  the  present  appearance  or  things— ttf 
saying  that  they  have  managed  our  affiiiis  wel^ 
and  that,  by  acting  with  spirit,  they  have  hum- 
bled a  nation  which  has  set  all  other  nations  at  de- 
fiance; and,  on  this  behalf,  they  wish  to  adopt  a 
new  measure.  It  is  surprising,  said  Mr.  N.,  that 
gentlemen  can  entertain  so  ralFacious  an  opinion, 
however  flattering  it  may  be  to  thenLselves.  He 
should  leave  them  to  enjoy  it  uncontradicted  if 
other  measures  were  not  to  proceed  on  the  sup- 
posed success  of  the  former. 

The  gentleman  la^t  up  bad  made  use  of  a  very 
extraordinary  argument.  He  says  the  French  na- 
tion is  governed  by  different  principles  from  any 
other.  When  we  intreat  them  to  be  at  peace,  he 
says  they  insult  us ;  but  when  we  give  them  cause 
to  wage  eternal  war  against  us,  they  become  ham 
ble  and  sabmissire.  Mr.N.  believed  that  this  was 
not  the  first  time  that  such  measures  hare  had  this 
tendencT ;  bnt  it  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  ac- 
knowledged that  the  measure  alluded  to  (the  pub- 
lication of  the  despatches  containing  the  unauthor- 
ized negotiations  of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  he  supposed  was 
meant)  was  calculated  to  produce  these  direful  ef- 
fects. He  did  fear  they  were  intended  to  have  these 
mischievous  consequences;  but  he  hoped  and  be- 
lieved (bat  their  being  so  notorious  and  palpable 
have  been  (he  means  of  defeating  the  intention,  and 
ofsaving  the  nation  from  war,a8  U  showed  that  the 
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GoTernmeat  of  this  couatry  had  no  desire  to  be 
at  peace.  The  French  sav  that  a  war  between 
the  United  States  and  them  would  have  been  a 
wmr  of  passion,  in  which  they  could  have  had  no 
KttsiUe  interest,  and  which  would,  above  all  other 
things  have  prored  agreeable  to  their  enemy. 
They  saw  that  there  was  a  partjr  in  this  coantry 
who  wished  for  this  state  of  thing^  and  he  be- 
liered  the  extremity  to  which  things  had  been  car- 
ried has  defeated  tbe  object  in  view.  I  do  believe, 
said  Mr.  N..  that  France  is  now  disposed'  to  make 
peace;  that  she  i»  calling  apon  us  to  enter  into 
negotiatioo,  in  order  that  the  party  in  this  coun- 
try who  are  desirous  of  war  may  have  no  pre- 
text for  carrying  their  wishes  into  effect. 

Mr.  N.  was  astonished,  that  after  a  Minister  of 
re^tectable  character,  a  Minister  chosen  by  the 
President,  and  who  declared  he  accepted  of  the 
emi^oymeat  from  a  desire  to  support  his  adminis- 
tration, being  well  acquainted  with  the  disposi- 
tion of  France,  from  his  baring  resided  there  a  con- 
siderable time — has  asserted  that,  previous  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  publication  of  the  negotiations 
of  X,  T;  and  Z,  in  this  country,  the  French  Gov- 
etnment  were  desirous  of  negotiating  a  peace; 
that  after  having  rejected  two  of  our  Ministers,  and 
retained  a  third,  their  resentments  appeared  to  be 
satisfied ;  and  that,  though,  after  they  had  received 
information  of  the  publication  of  these  despatches, 
their  displeasure  was  for  a  while  excited,  yet,  be* 
fore  Mr.  Gerry  left  France,  the  same  disposttioa 
for  peace  had  returned ;  though,  from  the  disposi- 
tion which  appeared  in  this  country,  they  were 
doubtful  how  their  overtures  would  be  received. 
And  after  we  have  now  proofs  that  they  have 
made  overtures,  in  conformity  to  the  sentiments 
exhibited  in  Mr.  Grerry's  despatches,  it  was  aston- 
ishing, be  saidj  that  gentlemen  should  ascribe  this 
oBier  to  negotiate  to  the  effect  which  the  small 
force  we  raised  has  had  upon  them — a  force  which 
eoold  ooi  possibly  hare  availed  anything  against 
such  a  force  as  it  might  be  expected  would  be  seat 
against  us,  if  it  was  the  purpose  of  France  to  in- 
vade this  country. 

Mr.  N.  said  we  bad  lately  heard  much  about  the 
usefulness  of  our  Navy  in  the  protection  of  our 
commerce^  and  as  being  the  cause  of  the  late  in- 
creased price  of  our  produce.  Within  these  two 
days,  he  had  observed  a  letter  in  the  papers  from 
one  of  our  naval  commanders,  which  seems  to 
give  a  different  face  to  things.  He  says  the  French 
privateers  have  been  laid  aside  on  a  different  ac- 
count, viz :  on  account  of  the  rigorous  orders  that 
the  commanders  of  them  are  laid  under.  The 
heavy  penalties  attached  to  offences,  Captain  Tin- 
gey  writes  has  destroyed  privateering. 

He  wotild  make  an  observation  here  which  had 
considerable  force  on  his  mind.  Tbe  decree  reg- 
□lating  tbe  conduct  of  commanders  of  the  priva- 
teers of  France,  was  issued  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Gerry,  and  which,  though  it  had  received  the 
marked  censure  of  the  Secretarjr  of  State,  it  seems 
has  produced  very  good  effects  in  restraining  pri- 
vateering. Gentlemen  cannot  have  forgotton  that 
the  unwarrantable  British  order  of  tbe  6ih  of  No- 
vember, was  corrected  by  another  of  the  8th  of 
5tb  Com.— 94 
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January;  and,  though  this  last  order  was  very 
exceptiooable,  conSrming  almost  every  exception- 
able principle  of  capture  in  itself^  yet  it  produced 
almost  the  state  of  things  we  wished.  It  is  the 
policy  of  Governments,  when  they  are  called  upon 
to  correct  bad  laws,  to  throw  tbe  biame  upuo  their 
agents,  and  to  afford  redress,  not  b^  repealing  tbe 
laws,  but  in  some  indirect  way,  which  does  not  go 
to  an  acknowledgment  that  toey  had  passed  bad 
laws. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  omitted  to  notice  an  obsev- 
vaiion  of  the  gentlemao  from  Connecticut,  where 
he  says  that  the  only  possible  ground  on  which  the 
United  States  can  open  a  negotiation  with  France 
will  be,  by  their  first  repealing  their  offensive  de- 
crees j  and  that  the  President  had  said  this  must 
first  be  done.  Mr.  N.  did  not  recollect  bis  having 
said  this ;  but  he  knew  be  had  said,  that  he  woum 
not  send  another  Minister  to  France,  until  he 
should  have  assurances  of  his  being  received  as 
the  representative  of  a  great,  free,  and  powerful 
nation ;  which  places  tbe  business  on  a  very  diffn- 
ent  footing  from  tbe  repealing  of  decrees,  &c^  as 
a  preliminary.  What !  would  thegentleman  fvuli 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  refrain  from 
sending  a  Minister  to  France  until  be  receives  the 
submission  of  France?  until  she  does  everything 
we  complain  of  by  way  of  preliminary,  so  that 
nothing  will  be  left  for  negotiation  t  If  these  are 
to  be  the  terms  of  negotiation,  we  should  need 
no  negotiator  at  all.  He  seems  to  think  it  will 
only  K  necessary  for  our  Minister  to  go  and  re- 
ceive tbe  submission  of  France.  Mr.  N.  did  not 
think  it  right  to  flatter  tbe  people  of  the  United 
States  with  any  such  expectations,  so  different 
from  anylhiug  which  has  heretofore  been  seen 
in  tbe  settlement  of  disputes  between  independent 
nations. 

Mr.  Rdtleooe  observed,  that  the  effect  of  the 
measures  which  were  taken  at  tbe  two  last  sessiona 
of  Congress  have  been  so  different  from  what  was 
predicted  by  the  gentleman  .romVii^inia  that  he 
was  DO  longer  indined  to  give  credit  to  bis  predie- 
tions.  He  nas  constantly  been  prophesying,  bat 
time  and  experience  have  shown  bis  prophecies  to 
be  wholly  unfounded.  It  was  doubtless  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that  that  gentlemiA 
thousht  it  would  be  weak  to  rely  upon  a  Navy; 
be  tncught  and  said  that  many  of  the  measures 
formerly  taken  would  plunge  tlie  country  in  war, 
by  causing  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
France.  Tbe  gentleman  apologized  for  the  length 
of  his  speeches,  because  he  thought  the  measures 
of  the  last  importance ;  and  that  if  they  were 
adopted,  tbe  scaobard  would  be  thrown  away, and  it 
would  not  be  in  our  power  to  resume  it.  But, 
instead  of  war,  it  is  now  found  these  measures  have 
obtained  for  us  peace — at  least  gentlemen  say  so. 
The  gentleman  from  Viminia  now  predicts  we 
shall  have  peace ;  but  as  alT  the  former  predicliooB 
of  that  gentleman  have  fallen  to  the  ground^  be 
trusted  amajority  of  this  House  will  not  be  inclined 
to  give  credit  to  his  present  prediction. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  diplomatic  skill 
of  France ;  and  he  thought  her  present  eonduet 
more  deserving  of  this  epithet  tnan  any  of  her 
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fonnirruyrutor^  Wtih  rnpcet  to  tbuKomttj.  Let 
CKiti«i»en  rvriiinr  the  iiMtdoet  of  that  eoootry. 
Hb«  0n«  atl«oip4ed  to  builjr  u^;  bat  finding  tbai 
WR  wenr  not  to  l>«  frightened,  ber  next  object  w» 
(o  obtain  d^tajr.jo  order  toaff'^d  lime  for  Ibespiril 
wkicb  had  t'eeo  routed  ber  injarie^.  lo  spend 
it*  force,  Wben  our  Minu  er,  Mr  Piockney.  first 
•rrired  in  France,  be  was  a«mred  be  would  be 
receired ;  bat  the  Kreneb  bad  an  a^eot  in  thia  eotm- 
iry  fevrlmg  tbe  paUe  of  tbc  P^opie,  and  finding 
tut  there  existed  a  great  deal  of  Frea«b  mania, 
and  a  part  opon  whom  tbr^  could  rely,  tbe  Kreocb 
OoTemment  refused  to  recetre  oar  Mmisier.  Tbis 
eottotry  still  desirous  of  preserving  peace,  tent 
three  ComraiMioner*.  What  was  tben  (he  cooduei 
of  the  French  Goreroment?  Oar  Mtoisters  re- 
mained for  monthi  at  Paris  an  nniqiie  spectacle, 
waiting  in  rain  to  be  reeeired.  France  has  endea- 
Tor«d  to  ^Uy  our  Gorerament — to  |irodace 
drlny— to  give  tima  for  that  noUe  sprit  wbieb  has 
done  M  mnch  honor  to  our  eoontry  to  spend  itself. 
When  she  flods  that  our  efforts  to  negotiate  having 
failed,  we  hackled  on  our  armor,  and  were  deter- 
minin  to  resist  her  injustice,  the  Freocb  Secretary 
of  f.<eg^lion  at  the  Hague  is  directed  to  bare  some 
convenation  witb  our  Minister  there;  and  awtare 
him,  notwithstanding  this  country  had  done  acts 
enough  to  justify  tbe  raott  offensive  measures,  that 
if  we  will  send  another  Minister  to  Franco,  he 
would  be  received  as  ao  agent  of  a  great,  indepen- 
dent, and  powerful  nation.  Gentlemen  catch  at 
this;  but  what  is  it  but  an  attempt  to  arreitt  tbe 
arm  of  i  he  Government  of  (his  country,  just  when 
it  waa  about  to  strike  a  blow  ?  And  vet  gentlemen 
are  the  dupes  of  thin  diplomatic  skill. 

Home  grntlemen  were  always  opposed  to  this 
bill:  but  llie  gentleman  from  Virginia  sayi  he  was 
in  favor  of  it,  but  now  wishes  to  stop — a  Minister 
fiaving  been  appointed  to  go  to  France.  The  gen- 
tleman is  mistaken  as  to  the  fact— no  Minister 
-is  appointrd  to  go  to  France.  The  President  of 
the  United  Statea  knows  how  little  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  on  (he  assurances  of  the  French  Qovern- 
ment ;  he  only  proposes,  therefore,  (hat  when  Mr. 
Murray  is  convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  the  French 
Clovernment,  he  shall  proceed  to  Paris.  This  act 
-of  the  President  manifested  what  he  and  his  friends 
had  alwaysinsisted  upon,  but  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  his  friends  had  always  denied, 
viz:  that  the  President  has  always  been  ready  to 
embrace  peace,  the  moment  it  could  be  obtained 
with  safety  and  honor.  Mr.  R.  confessed,  however, 
that  the  remembrance  of  (he  past  duplicity  of  (be 
French  Government  wah  no(  removed  from  bis 
mind  ;  and  he  did  not,  therefore,  rely  much  upon 
this  odvanov  on  the  part  of  France.  But  certain 
grntlempn  in  this  House  lay  great  stress  upon 
tnis  nomination.  He  wished  these  gi-ntlemen 
would,  in  some  instances,  imitate  the  policy  of  the 
Frencn,  which  is  at  times  wise  in  the  extreme. 
Mr.  R.  allowed  it  was  unwise  in  any  Government 
to  aim  at  conquest;  but  this  being  the  object  of 
France,  her  means  of  carrying  hfr  purpose  were 
well  adapted.  At  the  lime  negotiations  are  going 
on  at  Rnntadt,  (he  French  Directory  have  made  a 
OiU  for  800,000  men,  which  will  be  the  atrongeet 


argument  their  &Tor  a>  BasiadL  Bat  whu 
was  tbe  ctnduci  ct  France  lowatds  Swuzeriandl 
At  the  lime  thef  mcdhated  iis  overtbrow  tWy 
talked  of  peace,  and  if  ihos  amoaiae  tbe  Swia 
iber  were  the  better  eauled  loefiect  iaeirparpoa, 
ani^  tbe  libertj  ti€  thai  coantrr  is  bow  tomplclely 
subdued. 

I  wish  to  God,  oelaimed  Mr.  R.  that  we  wy 
have  peace.  My  constitoeats  wish  ii  as  much  ai 
those  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor;  for  if  Fraaee 
were  to  make  war  upon  this  eoantry.  they  rai^ 
ravage  the  whole  coast  of  the  eoantry  which  I  re- 
present in  one  night.  It  was  not  tbmfore  to  be 
expected  that  I  can  wish  for  a  state  of  things  which 
would  pat  their  property  and  my  own  in  the  greats 
est  jeopardy.  Mr.  R.  declared  ne  was  not  for  war, 
hot  for  peace — not  a  transient,  bat  a  permanent 
peacey-and  the  only  way  to  insure  a  p^ce  of  this 
kind,  in  bis  opinion,  was  to  prepare  vigorously  for 
war. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  in  order  tosbmr 
that  we  are  not  indebted  to  our  Navy  for  the  ap- 
parent change  in  our  affitirs  for  the  better,  had  read 
a  letter  from  a  commander  of  one  of  our  vesidi, 
to  show,  that  notwithstanding  the  offenuve  decreet 
of  France,  the  conduct  of  the  privateers  in  the  West 
Indies  is  materially  changed.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
would  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  another  of 
our  commanders,  who,  having  been  in  the  islands, 
he  apprehended  was  be((er  informed  on  the  sabiect 
[Mr.  R.  read  Captain  Bainbridge's  let(er,  which 
speaks  of  a  great  number  of  American  vesseb  be- 
ing constantly  made  prizes.l  Mr.  R-  accoanied 
for  the  different  language  held  by  Captain  Tingey, 
from  his  having  gone  from  this  country  with  san- 
guine hopes  of  taking  a  number  of  French  privs- 
(eers,  ana  because  he  had  not  met  with  many  of 
them,  he  supposes  tbe  French  have  changed  (heir 
3ys(em;  bat  this  opinion  is  altogether  contradic(ed 
by  tbe  better  information  of  Captain  B. 

Mr.  R.  thought  it  of  importance  to  pass  this  biU- 
Not  to  do  it.  would  be  to  attach  too  much  copfi- 
deoce  to  trifling  occurrences;  it  would  be  P^lsy'H 
the  arm  of  Government,  and  make  the  people  « 
this  country  think  it  unnecessary  to  pursue  their 
system  of  defence. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  being  endowed 
with  much  wit,  sometimes  entertains  the  Horae 
with  stories  about  boiled  here(ics  and  roasted  cook; 
and  this  bill  be  calls  the  most  unfortunate  ^nf 
that  was  ever  brought  into  the  world.  The  nctt 
are  known  to  this  House,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  tte 
bill  had  been  kept  back  by  accident.  It  is  said,&ow 
cnn  gentlemen  tell  how  those  members  who  wett 
absent  would  have  voted?  Because  the  gentleoun 
tbemaelves  have  declared  what  they  would  bare 
done.  The  Committee  of  Enrolment  were  out 
of  theHouse  when  the  question  was  first  taken  upon 
a  bill  of  this  kind,  and  therefore  an  attempt  was 
made  to  revive  it;  and  a  few  days  since  it  was  dis- 
agreed to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  a  ma- 
joriiy  of  one,  the  Chairman  fbimself)  not  recol- 
lecting that  he  had  a  right  in  that  case  to  vole;  mH 
it  might,  therefore,  be  justly  said  (hat  the  vote 
against  this  bill  bad  been  carried  by  accident. 

Mr.  Varndm  said  it  was  perfeedy  astonubug 
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toobserretbe  effect  whicti  this  bill  produced  wbeo- 
em  it  came  uader  coasideraUon.  No  ooe  could 
faaTesopposed,  beforehand,  that  it  was  calculated  to 
excite  so  much  sensibility.  If  strangers  were  to 
bear  the  debate  which  has  taken  place,  tbey  might 
suppose  that  the  question  was,  whether  another 
Minister  should  be  seat  to  France,  or  whether  the 
doors  should  be  closed,  in  order  to  consider  the 
question  of  a  declaration  of  war,  whereas  the 
bill  before  the  House  is  a  very  simple  one.  It  is 
nKiely  toeive  a  bounty  to  meichaut  vessels,  which 
most  gentlemen  beliere  will  be  a  dead  letter,  ex- 
cept where  the  boont^r  shall  be  fraudnlently  re- 
cored  }  for  no  gentleman  could  beliere  that  anj 
■efehut  will  permit  his  eaptain  to  stop  in  hu 
Torage  to  fiifht  and  take  priTateers,  or  that  tbey 
will  send  additional  hands  fur  the  purpose.  Why, 
then,  introduce  into  debate  matter  so  foreign  to 
the  subject,  if  it  were  not  for  the  sake  of  making 
fine  speeches  ?  It  is  merely  to  abase  France,  be- 
cause tbe^  bare  expressed  a  desire  to  settle  the 
existing  differences  between  them  and  us,  and  seem 
determined  not  to  go  to  war  with  us.  Mr.  V.  did 
not  think  the  question  of  all  the  importance  which 
vas  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  PiNCKNBY  said,  that  notwithstanding  the 
little  consequence  which  attaches  to  this  question, 
in  itself  (for  he  did  not  think  it  very  important,) 
aiid  Dotwithstanding  arguments  may  have  been 
iatrodaced  which  do  not  bear  directly  apon  the 
pnot;  ret,  as  they  hare  been  introduced,  and 
mne  oTthe  arguments  made  use  of  by  the  geatle- 
nan  from  Virginia  have  not  been  answered,  he 
hoped  he  should  J»e  excused  if  he  made  a  few  ob- 
■errations  in  reply. 

In  the  course  of  that  gentlemao^s  remarks,  he 
observed  that  he  believed  the  French  Directory  is 
■lisposed  to  peace  with  the  United  States;  be  be- 
liem  this  on  the  testimony  of  one  of  our  Commis- 
sionerswho  remained  in  France  after  the  depart- 
ure of  his  colleagues,  who  says,  that,  at  the  time  of 
bis  sailing,  he  belieres  this  to  have  been  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  French  Directory.  Mr.  P.  called  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say  in  what  single 
instance  France  has  onered  to  make  peace  with 
osl  That  tbey  hare  brought  forward  propositions 
to  n^otiate,  is  no  proof  that  they  are  desirous  of 
peae^  sisee  keeping  up  a  negotiation  may  be  a 
more  denrable  situation  for  them  than  the  present. 
Bat  hare  they,  it  has  been  repeatedly  asked,  in  any 
respect  altered  their  conduct  towanis  us  7  They 
bare  not;  and  until  they  dOj  he  could  not  give 
them  credit  for  any  better  disposition  than  tbey 
have  hcKtofore  shown.  Does  not  the  decree  exist 
which  sentences  our  mariners,  taken  on  board  Bri- 
tish vessels,  to  the  fate  of  pirates?  And  could  it 
be  sapposed,  that  if  they  had  a  sincere  desire  to 
Gweiuate,  tab  decree  would  be  suffered  to  remain 
is  existence  ?  la  there  any  other  act  of  their's 
which  manifests  a  disposition  for  conciliation? 
Tbeeeptleman  from  Virginia  says  that  the  decree 
regalmtiDg  the  conduct  of  their  privateers  is  of  this 
utnre,  and  has  undertaken  to  show  that  the  pro- 
ne^Dgs  of  ifae  French  and  British  have  been  very 
■nilar  in  respect  to  their  unjustifiable  decrees. 
Mr.  P,  thtHight  he  had  attended  particularly  to  the 
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issuing  of  these  orders;  but  if  the  opinion  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  formed  of  them 
be  correct,  he  must  have  misunderstood  them.  The 
British  order  of  the  6th  of  November  cut  off  at  one 
blow  all  the  intercourbe  of  the  United  States,  by 
declaring  that  all  vessels  may  be  carried  in  for 
adjudication  which  should  contain  any  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  colonies;  so  that  all  our  vessels 
were  made  subject  to  confiscation.  The  decree  of 
the  dth  of  January  went  nearly  to  a  repeal  of  the 
former  decree.  It  went,  indeed,  od  the  old  doc- 
trine that  no  neutral  nation  shall  be  permitted  to 
carrjr  on  commerce,  in  time  of  war,  which  was 
prohibited  by  every  nation  in  time  of  peace.  But 
this  did  not  strike  at  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  direct:  it  did  not  prevent  our  commerce 
with  the  West  Indies.  He  allowed  that  this  de- 
cree did  not  go  far  enough. 

If,  however,  all  the  weight  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  claims  for  uis  argument  was  given 
to  it,  it  would  go  no  further  than  to  justify  the 
aggressions  of  one  nation  by  those  of  another. 
Mr.  P.  thought  it  impossible  to  justify  the  condnct 
of  the  French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies.  [Mr. 
Nicholas  said  he  did  not  pretend  tojustif^rthem; 
he  only  meant  to  show  the  manner  in  which  na- 
tions undertook  to  correct  unjust  laws.]  But,  asked 
Mr.  P.,  has  the  French  decree  respecting  the  com- 
manders of  their  privateers,  in  any  way  corrected 
the  offensive  decrees  of  France  ?  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  required  to  conQply  with  the  laws  of  the 
Republic ;  and  they  so  nnderstand  it,  as  appears 
from  the  letter  of  one  of  their  agents  lately  come 
over,  which  has  been  published :  in  which  he  says, 
that  the  American  vessels  which  they  met  with, 
having  all  the  necessary  papers,  esfiecially  the 
role  Sequipage,  (the  requiring  of  which  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  the  most  arbitrary  regula- 
tion,) they  were  suffered  to  pass. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  endeavored  to  find  out  whe- 
ther there  had  been  anything  in  our  conduct  to 
induce  the  French  to  behave  with  a  more  friendly 
disposition  towards  us  than  heretofore,  but  could 
find  DOthing:  and  he  did  not  expect  them  tochange 
their  conduct  without  some  cause.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  admits  they  were  hostilely  dis- 
posed towards  us  at  a  former  period :  that  they  had 
Been  guilty  of  aggressions  which  would  justify  a 
declaration  of  war.  Mr.  P.  did  not  believe  we 
had  shown  a  more  amicable  disposition  of  late 
towards  them ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  not  allow  that  any  of  our  armaments  have 
had  any  effect.  Therefore,  unless  gentlemen  could 
show  some  cause  for  a  change  in  the  conduct  of 
France,  he  must  continue  to  oelteve  that  her  dis- 
position remains  the  same. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  this  negotia- 
tion, he  could  easily  imagine  that  a  state  of  ne- 
gotiation would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  French 
nation  than  a  state  of  actual  hostility,  or  than  the 
present  state  of  things.  They  have  diplomatic 
skill  enough  to  see  that  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  would  be  roused  by  a  continua- 
tion of  tbeir  enormities,  and  would  be  prepared  to 
baffle  any  attempt  which  might  be  made  to  subdue 
or  to  Iffing  us  to  twins ;  and  they  can  also  see  that 
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a  neffotiaiion  may  be  caught  at  by  the  people  of 
the  Uoited  States,  and  serve  as  a  lure  (o  di<!arin 
them  and  relax  all  their  measures  of  defeace,  and 
by  this  means  prepare  us  for  a  more  eaby  prey  ai 
some  future  peri-id. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  uot  surprised  that  gentle- 
meo  who  had  always  been  the  advocates  of  war, 
at  this  critical  moment,  when  all  the  horrors  of 
peace  stare  them  iu  the  face,  should  seize  every 
opportunity  of  postponing  that  dreaded  eveot  by 

gistioning  the  sincerity  of  the  ofier  lo  negotiate, 
r.  Rdtlbdoe  asked  whether  this  had  been  done  t 
e  Speaker  answered  in  the  owative.}  From 
those  gentlemen  this  was  oatoralTy  to  hare  been 
expected,  and  he  therefore  excused  their  vexation 
and  dismay.  But  Mr.  L.  said  he  was  not  a  little 
ftstonished  that  others,  who  at  least  professed  an 
attachment  to  peace,  should  betray  such  evident 
anxiety  and  uneasiness  at  its  approach.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  RnTLEnoE)  has 
said  that  he  wishes  for  peace ;  that  no  class  of  men 
are  more  exposed  than  his  constituents,  and  thai 
be  himself  would  be  a  great  sufferer  by  war.  Such 
wishes  and  such  motives  he  was  however  inclined 
to  believe  would  bare  prompted  language  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  had  just  beenlieard.  A  gen- 
tleman really  desirous  of  peace  would  not,  he  should 
have  supposed,  travel  out  of  the  arj^ument  to  pro- 
Doance  philippics  against  those  with  whom  we 
were  treating,  or  to  question  the  sincerity  of  over- 
tures which  were  made  in  themode  we  ourselves 
had  prescribed.  Such  an  one  would  naturally  say 
to  himself,  *'If  these  overtures  are  sincere,  irrita- 
ting  laosuage  and  violent  measures  may  retard,  or 

rjrhapsTrustrate,  the  accomplishment  of  that  event 
so  much  desire.  If  on  the  contrary  they  are  in- 
sincere,  big  words  and  reproachful  language  will 
add  nothing  to  our  defence."  And  he  would  con- 
clude that  conduct  which  might  be  productive  of 
mischief,  but  could  in  no  event  be  coDdncive  to 
good,  had  belter  be  avoided. 

Mr.  L.  said  these  suspicions  of  double-dealing 
and  insiocerity  must  lead  to  eternal  warfare  and 
endless  animosities.  He  knew  no  mode  in  which 
differences  could  be  adjusted,  if  every  offer  was  to 
be  repelled  by  suggestions  of  deceit.  He  knew  not 
whether  these  offers  to  n^tiate  were  the  effect  of 
a  desire  to  accommodate,  or  were  dictated  by  du- 
plicity. It  was  imposibie  he  should  know.  Every 
one  was  at  liberty  on  this  subject  to  indulge  his 
own  suspicions,  or  to  form  bis  opinion  upon  the 
facts.  He  himself  firmly  believed  that  the  French 
Republic  were  sincerely  desirousof accommodating 
their  differences  with  the  United  Slates ;  and  since 
the  President,  by  the  appointment  of  a  Miniiiter, 
had  met  their  advances,  he  had  little  doubt  thnt  an 
honorable  treaty  would  be  the  result.  But  he  did 
not  think  that  either  the  one  opinion  or  the  other 
ought  to  induce  any  difierence  of  conduct ;  because 
he  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  alter  the  position 
we  had  assnmed,  even  on  the  best  grounded  expec- 
tations of  peace.  He  had  not.  it  is  true,  approved 
of  all  the  steps  which  led  to  that  position ;  but  be- 
ing assumed,  he  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  it 
until  the  final  arrangement  of  our  disputes. 
He  would  not  ask  gendemen  who  prononnee 
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so  decisively  on  the  subject ;  who  tell  us  that  no 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  French  professions ;  that 
they  promise  only  to  betray  ;  that,  unlike  all  other 
nations,  they  treat  us  with  disdain  when  we  ask 
for  peace,  but,  like  spaniels,  crouch  and  fawn  upon 
us  when  we  use  ihem  ill,  whether  they  had  calcu- 
lated the  consequences  of  their  doctrine?  That 
would  be  demanding  more  from  them  than  their 
conduct  had  ffiveo  nlm  a  right  to  expect;  but  he 
would  ask  whether  they  had  attended  to  dates, 
when  they  arrogated  to  their  measures  the  credit 
of  producing  the  present  disposition  for  peace  m 
the  QovenimeDt  of  France?  -hot  it  be  remem- 
bered, said  Mr.  L.,  that  the  most  earnest  and  presto 
ing  solicitations  for  an  accommoda^on  were  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  Qerry ;  that  he  was  repeatedly  uraed 
to  negotiate  a  treaty,  which  it  was  more  tuan 
intimat^  he  might  have  on  his  own  terms;  and 
that,  after  his  repeated  refusals  to  treat,  a  Minister 
was  designated  to  carry  these  pacific  intentions  Uy 
America — and  all  this  before  any  account  ofthoae 
measures  on  which  gentlemen  so  much  pride  them- 
selves bad  arrived  in  France.  Let  it  not  be  fof 
gotten,  too,  that  when  the  account  of  these  mea- 
sures did  arrive,  so  far  from  having  a  beneficial 
effect,  they  were  very  near  producing  the  one  for 
which  gentlemen  now  tell  iu>  they  were  intended, 
and  for  which  they  were  indeed  admirably  calcu- 
lated— that  of  proToking,  on  the  part  of  France,  a 
declaration  which  eoiud  not  he  obtained  here. 
Mr.  Gerry  very  expressly  gives  us  these  imporimnt 
facts.  He  states  the  evident  desire  to  accommo- 
date before  the  arrival  of  the  despatches,  and  the 
turn  which  their  contents  gave  to  the  negotlaiioa. 
The  discussion  was  turned  to  imi'mportant  points ; 
the  design  of  sending  a  Minister  was  relinquished ; 
and  everything  showed  a  design  to  protract  the 
business,  until  it  could  be  ascertained  whether  the 
United  States  were  desirous  of  peace,  or  would 
receive  a  Minister,  if  he  should  be  sent.  In  this 
state  of  things,  Mr.  Gerry  received  orders  to  return. 
Alt  further  intercourse  with  France  then  ceased, 
until  the  President,  by  his  Message  to  this  Hona& 
declared  the  terms  on  which  alone  he  would  send 
a  Minister  to  France.  No  sooner  were  these  terms 
known,  than  the  assurance  is  sent  in  the  very 
words  prescribed  by  the  President,  aeeomp«iiieil 
by  expressions  of  an  earnest  desire  to  treat.  In  all 
this  history,  subsequent  to  tbe  departure  of  Mesan. 
Piuckney  and  Marshall,  he  thought  an  evident 
desire  had  been  shown  for  an  eccommodaticm,  the 
sincerity  of  which  he  believed  it  was  our  duty  lo 
test — not  by  reproachful  speeches  and  hostile  mea- 
sures, but  by  meeting  their  overtures  for  negotia- 
tion in  good  faith  ;  and  while  we  showed  our  de> 
sire  for  peace,  not  to  trust  too  much  to  our  wishes, 
but  retain  every  measure  of  defence. 

But  gentlemen  had  said  that  the  professions  to 
Mr.  Qerry  were  equally  insincere  vnth  the  over- 
tures that  are  now  made.  Mr.  L.  said  this  might 
be  so;  but,  on  this  subject,  be  thought  some  little 
weight  ou^ht  to  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  a. 
man  who,  in  some  respects,  perhaps,  was  in  a  sitoa- 
lion  better  raited  to  form  a  true  judgment,  than 
those  who  differ  from  him.  A  man  who  waa  <m 
the  spot,  who  was  a  principal  aetor  in  the  MOeut, 
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who  had  DO  prejadices  in  favor  of  the  French ; 
who  bad,  as  he  himself  vtiys,  uodertakeo  his  mis- 
aioD  wilh  a  view  of  supporting  the  admiDistralion 
of  the  Executive.  This  mao  expressly  tells  us  that 
he  firmly  belieres  the  French  were  sincere  in  their 
desire  of  accommodation  before  the  arrival  of  the 
despatches.  And  yet  gentlemen,  at  3,000  miles  dis- 
tance, in  the  plenitude  of  their  wisdom  undertake 
to  say  that  he  was  mistaken,  and  grossly  ignorant 
«f  what  fae  ought  to  haTe  been  best  informed. 

But  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  not  quarrel  with  gen* 
tlemen  aboat  the  credit  which  they  assnm  eiffur 
produciDg  the  (wesent  state  of  things.  All  he  de- 
aired  was,  that  however  produced,  proper  advan- 
tage mighl  be  taken  of  it.  And  hecotild  not  avoid 
expressing  his  astonishment  that  so  much  evident 
vexation  should  be  shown  at  the  prospect  of  an 
event  which  some,  in  the  House  at  least,  say  they 
expected  from  the  eaergy  of  their  measures.  The 
key  to  it,  he  believed,  was  to  be  found  in  the  sen- 
timent delivered  by  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticnt  (Mr.  Dana,)  who  states  "  that  nootbernation 
but  the  French  would  or  ought  to  have  borne  the 
measures  taken  by  the  United  States;  that  they 
were  calculated  to  produce  war,  and,  with  any 
other  nation,  would  nave  had  that  effect."  Is  it 
disappointment,  then,  that  produces  the  sensation 
so  evident  on  the  pro^>eet  of  peace  ?  He  was  loth 
to  answer  in  the  affirmative,  but  certain  symptoms 
flourht  warrant  the  opioioo. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rur- 
lboob)  had  mentioned  delay.  France,  he  said, 
always  conquered  by  producing  delays.  This  he 
thought  not  a  very  applicable  expression  to  the 
sapidity  with  which  gentlemen  traced  their  con- 
<}ttests.  But  on  this  occasion  it  was  particularly 
nnfortUDate.  It  appears  that  the  overtures  which 
have  now  been  acted  upon  were  communicated  by 
Ae  Minister  for  Foreign  Relations  at  Paris,  to  Mr. 
PichoD  at  the  Hague,  and  by  him  to  Mr.  Murray, 
OB  the  28th  of  September;  and  we  hear  nothing 
of  them  until  the  close  of  February.  He  did  not 
kaow  when  the  communication  was  received  here ; 
but  there  was  at  least  a  protMbility,  from  the  date, 
that  it  was  before  the  opening  of  the  session ;  be- 
fote  the  adoption  of  alt  the  expensive  measures  we 
have  tudenaken  i  before  the  loan  was  opened  at 
eight  per  cent;  before  the  intemperate  commeotary 
was  written  on  Mr.  Qerry*s  despatches,  with  which 
we  have  been  favored  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Let  gentlemen  compare  the  language  of  that  sin- 

EJar  State  paper  with  these  proposals  made  to  Mr. 
array ;  let  them  examine  the  respective  dates, and 
then  let  them  talk  to  us  of  delay. 

Mr.  Sbepard  could  not  think,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  that  France  is  serious  in  her 
proposals  to  negotiate;  he  believed  she  meant  to 
deceive  us;  and  sooner  than  be  deceived  by  thero 
he  woold  fight  the  ungodly  nation.  After  some 
other  observations,  he  sat  down,  with  hoping  the 
question  would  be  taken. 

Tbeqoestion  wawut  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Wh(»e,  and  carried— 53  to 
4&U  follows: 

Tbas— GM»m  BsN.  jr.,  Ateaham  BaMwra,  David 
Bm4,  SiAiid  Brant,  Bobert  Brown,  Sbmisl  J.  CaMl. 


John  Chapman,  Thomaa  ClaUwme,  William  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
T.  Dftvis,  John  Dawson,  Geoige  Dent,  Joseph  Eggle- 
Bton,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamas  Gilla^ 

S'e,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Chtive,  John  A. 
anna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
seph Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward 
Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  An- 
thony New.  John  Nicholas,  Josiah  Parker,  Tompson  J. 
Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Dobbs 
Spaigbt,  Peleg  Spragve,  Richard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Thomas  Swnter,  Abnun  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip 
Tan  Cortland^  Joseph  B.  Tsmnm,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Robert  WiUbms. 

Nats— John  Allen,  Bdl^  Bardett,  Jsnus  A.  Bsy^ 
ard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Ballo<^ 
Christopher  G.  Cbamplin,  James  Cochran,  Wm.  Craik, 
Samnel  W.  Dsns,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmond,  Tho- 
mas Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Free- 
man, Henry  Glen,  Chaoncey  Goodrich,  Wilham  Gor- 
don, Roger  Oriswold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas 
Hartley,  WtUiam  Hiodmsn,  Hezekish  L.  Hosmer,  Jas. 
H.  Imky,  J(^n  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Junes 
Machir,  William  Matthews,  Lewis  R.  Mortis,  Harrison 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomu  Pinckney,  John  Reed, 
John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schuremsn,  Samuel  Sewall, 
William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomion, 
Thomaa  Tillinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

The  second  section  was  then  amended  by  add- 
ing to  it  the  usual  enacting  clause ;  but  after  some 
ot^ervations  against  passmg  it  hy  Mr.  Sewall, 
since  the  first  section  had  b^ti  stricken  out  on  the 
motion  for  its  going  to  a  third  reading,  it  was 
negatived.   Ana  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

EXPULSION  OP  MATTHEW  LTON, 

Mr.  Batabd  proposed  the  following  restdation 
to  the  House: 

"  Betohed,  ThaX  Matthew  Lyon,  a  member  of  Uiis 
House,  having  been  convicted  of  being  a  notorious  and 
seditious  person,  and  of  a  depraved  mind,  and  wicked 
and  diabolical  disposition ;  and  of  wickedly,  deceitfully, 
and  maliciously,  contriving  to  defame  the  Government 
of  the  United  States ;  and  of  having,  with  intent  and 
design  to  defame  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  John  Adams,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  bring  the  said  Government  and  President  into 
contempt  and  disrepute,  and  with  intent  and  design  to 
ezdte  against  the  said  Government  and  President  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
stir  up  sedition  in  the  United  States — wickedly,  know- 
ingly, snd  malidoosly,  written  and  published  certain 
scandalous  snd  seditious  writings  or  Ubels,  be  therefor 
expelled  this  House." 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  only  to  remark  that  this  res- 
olution is  copied  from  the  record  of  the  trial,  which 
he  had  in  bis  possession. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  if  this  had  been  a  candid 
statement  of  the  business,  he  should  have  been 
willing  to  have  come  to  an  immediate  vote  upon 
it;  but  words  are  introduced  into  this  resolution 
I  (which  are  words  of  course  in  every  indictment) 
which  do  not  particularly  belong  to  this  ofieace, 
1  and  the  truth  of  which  is  never  iimi«u^  iDtanpon 
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B  trial.  As  he  wished  the  nature  of  the  ofience 
to  be  clearly  stated,  be  hoped  the  motion  would 
lie  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Bayaro  observed  he  had  already  said  the 
terms  used  are  copied  from  the  record  itself,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
been  wiser  than  the  law.  He  had  himself  no 
doubt  that  all  the  charges  on  the  record  are  perti- 
nent to  the  snbject ;  if  not,  it  woald  be  extremely 
improper  to  introduce  them.  They  are  charges 
upon  which  a  jury  of  the  country  have  decided. 

Mr.  Nicholas  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  and  to  all  other  gentlemen  of  the  law 
who  heard  him,  whether  the  words  here  used  are 
Dot  the  mere  form  of  the  indictment,  and  ancon- 
nected  with  the  act  here  charged.  He  moved  to 
adjjoani,  which  motion  was  carried  without  a  di- 
TisioD. 


Tbdssdat,  February  21. 
ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 
Mr.  Goodrich,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  several  petitions  which  have  been 
preferred  during  the  session  for  the  repeal  of  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws,  made  a  long  report  on  this 
subject,showingthe  constitutionality  of  these  laws, 
and  the  propriety  of  continuing  them  in  force.  The 
report  concludes  with  three  resolutionis,  declaring  it 
inexpedient  to  repeal  the  alien  law,  sedition  law, 
or  any  of  the  laws  relative  to  the  Military  or  Na- 
val Establishments  of  the  United  Sutes.  The 
report  was  committed  for  Monday,  and  ordered  lo 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  a  petition  from  seven 
hnndred  and  fifty-five  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Chester,  and  another  from  seventy-eight  inhabi- 
tants of  Washington  county,  both  in  the  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  petitions  and  remon- 
strances, of  the  same  nature,  from  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty  inhabitanis  of  Montgomery 
county.and  from  onethousand  one  hundred  inhabi- 
tants of  Northampton  county,  both  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  McClenacban  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same  kind,  from  five  nundred  ana  eighty-seven 
inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was,  this  morning,  re- 
ferred the  report  of  a  select  committee  on  this 
Bubject. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Mr.  PmcKHBY.  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  whether  any  and  what  amendments 
are  necessary  in  the  law  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  pte- 
sent  law,  which  was  committed. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the 
law  appropriating  lauds  for  military  services,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  amend  this  law,  which  was  com- 
mitted. 


[Febkdart,  1790. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Arnold,  and  a  hill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
beacon  on  Boon  island,  which  were  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ^Iarper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two  fol- 
lowing bills,  which  were  agreed  to^  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  viz : 

A  bill  allowing  James  ftfathers'a  eompenntioo 
for  services  done  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
expenses  attending  the  same ;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  defraying  the 
expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect 
certain  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  GovemmeDt 
for  the  year  1799;  and,  after  going  through  the 
same,  the  House  look  up  the  amendments  and 
agreed  to  them.  The  bilf  was  then  ordered  lo  be 
!  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  vent 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hilt  to 
grant  additional  compensation  for  the  year  1799, 
to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  hiv- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  committee  rose,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Varncii  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  taUe  to 
the  following  effect : 

Raohed,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  StttH 
be  authorizied  and  empowered  lo  call  upon  the  Ex«ai« 
ttves  of  the  several  States,  to  take  effectual  meosarei, 
as  toon  OS  may  be,  to  organize  and  hold  in  readineiito 
march,  on  the  shortest  notice,  60,000  militia,  including 
officers,  to  be  appointed  according  to  the  nomber^ 
while  male  inhabitonta  in  each  State  reipectivdjr; 
which  detodmient  of  militta  shall  be  officered  oat  of 
the  preoent  militta  officers. 

Mr.  Varnom  said,  that  at  the  extraordinary  ses- 
sion, a  law  was  passed  directing  80,000  militia  to 
be  held  in  readiness,  which  law  expires  at  ^ 
close  of  the  present  session.  These  80,000  men 
had  been  the  only  effective  force  of  any  conie- 

Sjuence  which  we  have  possessed  during  that  time; 
or  though  laws  have  wen  passed  for  augmenting 
our  Army,  the  object  has  not  been  effected ;  and, 
as  he  had  great  confidence  in  the  defence  of  the 
militia  of  the  country,  he  should  wish  this  number 
of  men  to  be  held  to  readiness,  until  our  disputes 
with  France  are  completely  settled.  He  shoald 
not  think  it  safe,  in  our  present  situation,  to  relin- 
quish this  force. 
The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PURCHASE  OF  NAVAL  TIMBER 
On  moUon  of  Mr.  Josiah  Parker,  the  House 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bUl 
authoriziitf  the  puiehase  of  timber  for  naval  par- 
poses.  The  amendments  proposed  to  strike  ool 
the  appropriation  of  $100,000,«nd  to  inaert  in  its 

I dace  9200,000.  aothoriziiig  also  the  monejr  to  be 
aid  out  on  lanct  upon  whicn  timber  is  growing,  as 
well  as  upon  timber. 
After  some  debate,  iu  which  these  amendmniB 
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were  suranrted  hy  Mr-  J.  Parker  and  Mr.PiNCE- 
HBT,  aoa  opposed  by  Messrs.  Nicholas,  J.  Wil- 
liams. Gallatin,  aud  McDowell,  the  amend- 
moits  were  concarred  in — 50  to  37. 

QUARANTINE  LAWS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  ameodments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  respecting  quarantines  and 
Iiealth  laws,  which  were  concurred  in.  [They 
proTided  that  the  Judge  of  any  diairict  court,  in 
case  of  any  contajfious  sickness,  which  may  en- 
danger the  lires  of  persons  confined  in  prison,  do 
direct  the  Marshal  to  remove  the  prisoners  to  the 
next  adjacent  prison,  where  such  disease  does  not 
prevail;  tbat,  in  case  of  such  disease  prevailing 
at  the  seat  of  Oovernment,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  to  permit  and  direct  the  removal  of 
any  or  all  the  public  offices,  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as,  in  his  discretion,  shall  be  deemed  mo»t 
safe  and  convenient  for  conducting  the  public 
Innaeis ;  and  also  a  power  to  Judges  to  adjourn 
any  court  which  may  be  held  in  any  nlaee  where 
contagion  exists,  to  a  place  of  safety.] 


Friday,  February  22. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed  : 

A  oill  allowing  to  James  Mathers  compeosatioQ 
for  services  as  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate ;  a 
IhU  makin|[  apfvopriations  for  expenses  which 
mar  arise  m  carryiog  into  effect  certain  treaties 
with  Indian  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians ;  and  a 
bill  to  grant  additional  compensation  for  me  year 
1799,  to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  SLepresentatives  of  the  United  States. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 
Mr.  Bard  presented  several  petitions  and  re- 
moDstrancea  from  1,487  inhabitants  of  the  county 
Franklin,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  re- 
pea]  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  wuch  having 
iieen  read, 

Mr.  Babd  moved  to  have  this  petition  referred 
as  nmal. 

Bfr.  Harper  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  strike  out  a  part  of  this  petition.  On 
being  answered  in  the  negative  by  the  Speaker, 
Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  always  unwilUng  to  object  to 
the  reference  of  petitions ;  but,  on  this  occasion, 
he  could  not  help  protesting  against  an  atrocious 
libel  contained  in  these  petitions  against  the  courts 
and  juries  of  this  country.  Some  time  ago  a 
great  deal  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  courts 
and  juries  in  this  House,  and  now  we  find  the 
sentiments,  as  many  others  have  been,  reverbera- 
ted in  the  form  of  petitions.  It  is  here  said,  "that 
the  sedition  law  had,  in  its  execution,  been  used 
as  a  means  of  private  vengeance,  personal  enmi- 

2,  and  party  resentment."  A  charge  so  nnjusti- 
lUe^  and  so  untrue,  npon  the  courts  and  luries 
of  this  country,  he  could  not  suffer  to  be  referred 
withont  his  protest. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  the  reference  of 
these  petitions  is  objected  to,  on  account  of  what 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  calls  a  libel, 
which  makes  a  port  of  these  petitions.  This,  said 


Mr.  G.,  is  going  upon  the  ground,  which  the  great- 
est enemies  of  these  laws  have  barely  suggested 
might  be  taken,  but  which  they  thought  scarcely 
possible,  viz:  that  the  right  of  petitioning  might 
next  be  restricted,  since  the  liberty  of  writing  and 
speaking  on  the  measures  of  Qorernment  were 
by  law  restricted ;  and  now,  taking  it  for  granted, 
that  the  allegation  contained  in  these  petitions 
is  untrue,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
wishes  to  refuse  these  petitions  a  reference,  with- 
out examining  whether  it  is  true  or  not.  The  peti- 
tioners say  that  the  sedition  law  has  been  carried 
into  effect  under  the  operation  of  party  spirit  and 
personal  revenge.  The  gentleman  says  that  this 
IS  not  true ;  but  he  does  not  want  to  have  the  alle- 
gation examined,  in  order  to  discover  whether 
It  be  true  or  not,  but  to  dismiss  the  subject  at 
once;  to  tell  the  people,  "You  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  lay  your  petitions  before  us,  if  you  dare 
to  say  that  laws  are  carried  into  operation  to  gra- 
tify party  spirit  or  private  revenge,  (for  nothing  is 
said  of  courts  and  juries.)  if  they  contain  such 
allegations,  we  will  reject  your  petitions."  Mr. 
G.  hoped,  on  examination  of  the  fact,  the  House 
would  be  convinced  that  though  the  charge  is  not 
a  libel,  that  it  is  at  least  a  gross  mistake ;  that  no 
such  personal  enmity,  party  spirit,  or  private  re- 
venge, has  taken  place,  either  in  the  cohimence- 
meot  of  any  prosecution  under  this  law,  or  in  any 
decision  which  has  taken  place.  But  thus  to  ot>- 
ject  to  the  reference  of  petitions,  would  be  to  say 
that  we  have  the  power  of  defining  the  nature  of 
petitions;  that  they  may  apply  to  this  and  that 
object,  but  that  there  are  certain  points  which  the 
people  may  not  touch.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  people  have  not^  a  right  to  say,  if  they 
choose,  that  the  administration  of  justice  is  cor- 
rupt 1  and  whether,  if  they  do  say  so,  the  fact 
ought  not  to  be  inquired  into  ?  It  certainlv  ought, 
ana  he  was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  objectioa 
made.  It  must  have  arisen,  because  these  peti- 
tions are  grating  to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  who 
are  favorable  to  these  laws.  He  hoped,  on  recol- 
lection, that  the  reference  of  petitions  does  not 
imply  an  approbation  of  the  sentiments  contained 
in  them,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
would  permit  these  petitions  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  Harper  was  not  surprised  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  should  defend  these  peti- 
tions, for  reasons  which  every  man  must  know. 
What  he  has  said  upon  the  subject  is  no  more  than 
a  repetition  of  some  things  which  we  have  before 
heard.  He  agreed  that,  when  grievances  are  com- 
plained of,  they  ought  to  be  examined ;  and  if  the 
people  were  to  Complain  of  a  maladministration 
of  justice,  the  fact  ought  to  be  inquired  into;  but 
when  the  repeal  of  a  Htw  is  prayed  for,  it  certainly 
cannot  be  proper  for  petitioners  to  go  into  charges 
against  the  administration  of  courts  and  juries,  by 
saying  that  prosecutions  are  carried  on  under  par^ 
ty  malice  and  party  revenge.  To  do  this  is  to 
strike  at  the  vitals  of  our  Constitution.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  likes  this,  perhaps,  from 
party  motives,  but  he  ought  to  remember  that  itis 
an  instrument  which  wifl  cut  both  ways;  and  the 
use  of  which,  if  he  has  any  respect  for  the  laws 
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-and  rights  of  his  country,  he  may  live  to  regret 
haviug  couDteoaaced.  Mr.  H.  said,  if  in  order,  he 
would  more  to  refer  this  part  of  the  memorial  to 
•a  select  eommittee,  with  a  view  of  ioquiriDg  into 
the  subject-matter,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
on to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  declared  such  a  motion  out  of 
order;  and,  after  some  obserTUions  from  Mr. 
NtGH0i.A8,  in  which  he  said  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolma  bad  answered  himself,  by  allowing 
the  propriety  of  a  reference  at  all  j  and  observed, 
if  because  these  petitions  complained  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  one  part  t^  our  Qoverament 
<(which,  however,  be  did  not  allow  they  do)  they 
were  to  be  rejected,  it  might  be  expected  that, 
hereafter,  no  petition  would  be  received  tnat  com- 
plained  of  the  maladministration  of  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government. 

The  reference  was  carried,  there  being  55  votes 
for  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  petitions  from  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  tohabitanis  of  Chester 
county,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws,  in  the  same  worda  with  those  pre- 
stnted  yesterday. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mf.  Harper,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
makine  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment  for  the  year  1799  ;  and,  after 
filling  the  blanks  of  the  bill,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  having  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments, the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  NAVY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Parker,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  and,  after  going  through  thesamej 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  amendments  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

ON  EXPELLING  MATTHEW  LYON. 
Mr.  Batabd  called  up,  for  consideration,  the 
followiDg  resolution,  which  he  had  laid  upon  the 
table  a  day  or  two  ago : 

"  R^hed,  That  Matthew  Lyon,  a  member  of  thii 
HouM,  having  been  convicted  of  being  a  notorious  and 
seditious  person,  uid  of  a  depraved  mind,  and  wicked 
and  diabolical  disposition,  and  of  wickedly,  deceitftiUy, 
and  maliciously,  contriving  to  de&me  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  having  with  intent  and 
design  to  de&me  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  John  Adams,  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  to  bring  the  said  Government  and  Prarident  into 
contempt  and  dinepute,  and  with  intent  and  design  to 
excite  against  the  said  Government  aod  President  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  Sutei,  and  to 
stir  up  sedition  in  the  United  Sutes,  wickedly,  know- 
inclj,  and  uaUciouily  written  and  publiribe^  certain 
scandaloiis  and  ssditions  writings  or  Ubels,  be  therefore 
expelled  this  House.** 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  B.  pre- 
sented to  the  House  a  copy  of  the  record  of  Mr. 
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Lyon's  trial,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  after 

which, 

Mr.  B.  observed,  it  would  not  be  neeessari 
to  trouble  the  House  with  many  obserratioDS 
in  support  of  this  resolution.  The  facts  upon 
which  the  resolution  is  founded,  are  proved  to  be 
incoatrorertibly  true,  br  the  record  which  hid 
just  been  read.  The  only  question,  therefor^  be* 
fore  the  House  was,  as  to  the  consequence  of  ^ 
fact,  or  whether  the  crime  of  which  the  meinkr 
in  question  had  been  convicted,  is  a  sufficient 
cause  for  expulsion.  Mr.  B.  referred  the  House  to 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  gives  the 
House  the  power  of  expnlsioo.  The  power,  said 
he,  is  unlimited.  The  House  has  the  power  to 
expel  a  member  for  any  crime,  or  for  anv  caase, 
which,  in  their  discretion,  they  conceive  has  ren- 
dered him  unfit  to  remain  a  member  of  the  body. 
Perhaps  some  gentlemen  may  think  that  it  is  im- 
proper for  the  House  to  take  notice  of  acts  done 
by  Its  members  out  of  the  House,  but  he  believed 
the  fallacy  of  such  a  doctrine  would  be  easily  sen. 
It  was  certainly  possible,  and  might,  tberwire,  be 
imagined,  that  a  member  of  thi^  House  might  be 
guilty  of  murder,  treason,  perjury,  or  other  iala- 
mous  crime,  and  would  it  be  asserted  that  a  man, 
deOled  by  crimes  of  this  kind,  ought  to  be  saffered 
to  represent  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Unild 
States  in  the  National  Legislature?  He  trusted 
that  DO  gentleman,  who  valued  reputation,  would 
contend  for  such  a  point.  The  question,  thea  is, 
said  Mr.  B.,  whether  the  act  in  question  is  an  act 
'of  that  description,  the  commission  of  which 
ought  to  induce  the  House  to  expel  the  coaricted 
member?  In  his  opinion,  the  crime  was  of  the 
first  political  magnitude.  A  crime  not  oitly  af- 
fecting the  members  of  this  House,  but  the  whole 
community,  as  its  consequences  go  to  thesubrer 
sion  ot  the  Government.  This  Qoreromeat,  nM 
Mr.  B»  depends  for  its  existence  uptm  the  pnd 
will  of  the  people.  That  good  will  is  mautauted 
by  their  good  opinion.  But.  how  is  that  ^ooi 
opinion  to  be  preserved,  if  wicked  and  unpruei- 
pted  men,  men  of  inordinate  and  desperate  amlu- 
tion,  are  allowed  to  state  facts  to  the  people  whieli 
are  not  true,  which  they  know  at  the  time  lo 
be  false,  and  which  are  stated  with  tbe  criminal 
intention  of  bringins  the  Gh>vernment  into  disre- 
pute among  the  people.  This  was  falsely  and  de- 
ceitfully stealing  the  public  opinion;  it  was  a  fel- 
ony of  the  worst  and  most  daogerous  nature.  The 
member  from  Vermoot  has  been  convicted  of  do- 
log  this,  with  a  view  of  exciting  the  hatred  oftbe 
people  against  the  President  and  Senate,  and  of 
stirring  up  sedition  in  the  country.  This,  in  kii 
opinion,  was  a  crime  of  the  greatest  ma^itnde, 
since  it  is  all  important  that  the  channel  by  which 
information  is  conveyed  to  the  people  should  be 

fireserved  as  pure  as  possible ;  for,  if  men  are  sl- 
owed to  state  things  as  facts,  which  they  know  to 
be  false,  what  will  be  the  ctmsequraee?  How- 
ever upright  the  Government,  or  however  conect 
the  First  Magi^rate  may  be,  the  hatted  of  the 
people  may  be  excited  against  them  by  means  of 
false  information ;  and  when  a  foreign  foe^  or  do- 
mestic traitors,  join  the  standard  of  rebeUmi,  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

On  Expelling  Matthew  Lym. 


2»61 


mSTORT  OF  GOXGBESS. 


2962 


Fn^DABT,  1799.1 


On  Expdling  Matthew  l^fon. 


[H.  orR. 


bcft  Constitution  and  Gorerameot  may  be  sab- 
Tcrted.  Tberefore,  that  falsehood  which  deprives 
mm  oi  the  means  of  finnxing  a  true  judgment  of 
piAUe  tfiain,  in  this  countrVj  where  the  QoTern- 
DKBi  is  electiTe,  is  a  crime  of  the  first  magnitude. 
The  member  from  Vermont  has  been  convicted, 
ander  a^pravated  circumstances.  He  was  on  this 
floor  when  the  law,  against  which  he  has  offended, 
was  passed.  He,  therefore,  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  law;  yet,  with  this  knowledge,  he  has 
blsety,  Kcandaloosly  and  maliciously,  defamed  the 
PntideDt  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of 
esritiiig  hatred,  and  stirring  op  sedition.  These 
ftets  are  recorded  and  ineontrovenible ;  and  he 
sooeaTed  it  would  be  out  uf  order  to  call  them  ia 
qantion* 

Mr.  B.  CMicloded  with  appealing  to  the  candor 
nd  honor  wbieb  he  expected  to  find  in  the  House, 
whether  a  member,  the  malice  of  whose  heart,  and 
the  fiUsehood  of  whose  pen,  stood  recorded ;  who 
bd,  from  the  worst  and  basest  motlres,  riolated 
a  law  which  he  had  himwlf  assisted  to  make,  was 
fli  to  hold  ft  seat  in  that  House.  Will  any  one 
■tr  that  a  man  who  does  not  keep  the  laws  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  make  them  ?  Certai  nly,  nothing 
was  more  repognant  to  principle  and  propriety ; 
aBd,ashe  conceived  the  member  from  Vermont 
was  notoriously  and  exeroplarily  guilty  in  this  re- 
flect, an  obligation  rested  on  the  House  to  expel 
hna.  Mr.  B.  said  he  brought  forward  this  resolu- 
tioB  from  a  ^ense  only  of  public  duty,  from  a 
itnmg  feelinff  for  national  character.  He  knew 
knt  little,  and  should  be  happy  if  it  were  less,  of 
the  member  who  was  the  object  of  it.  He  could 
■ot  be  suspected  of  having  oeen  induced  to  the 
«ep  he  had  taken  by  the  miserable  gratification  of 
oiering  violence  to  the  feelings  ot  the  member. 
Be  beuered  that  nothing  he  had  said,  nor  any- 
fting  which  could  be  said,  would  awaken  a  single 
feding.  His  sensations  were  of  another  sort,  and 
excited  in  another  manner.  Mr.  B.  conceived  he 
Ud  done  his  duty,  and  if  the  House  refused  to  pu- 
nfy  itself  by  the  expulsion  of  the  member,  it  was 
aiatiaiaeti(Hi  to  him  to  reflect  that  it  would  appear 
to  the  world  that  he  had  no  share  in  the  disgrace. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
Uota  Delaware  would  have  shown  to  the  House 
something  in  this  transaction  which  made  the 
ehtracter  of  the  member  alluded  to  so  infamous 
aslohave  rendered  him  unfit  to  bold  a  seat  in  this 
House.  He  should  have  thought  that,  after  a 
■amber  of  this  House  had  suffered  so  severely  as 
the  member  from  Vermont  has  suffered  by  fine 
aad  imprisonment,  it  would  have  been  thought 
BeecisarT  to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  nature 
ef  the  omnce  of  whieh  he  is  said  to  hare  been 
gulty,  and  to  have  shown  that  the  guilt  attaching 
10  him  was  such  as  to  defile  the  characters  of  the 
Rst  of  the  members  to  sit  with  him,  before  a  rote 
ofexpolsion  was  taken.  Indeed,  Mr.  N.  had  sup- 
pned  that  there  had  been  hat  one  opinion  on  this 
nhieet,  and  that  no  attempt  would  have  been 
made  to  have  inflicted  a  second  punishment.  The 

EDtleman  from  Delaware,  Mr.  n.  said,  had  con- 
ed himself  in  his  declaration  about  this  offence, 
toitit  beiog  an  oflenee  against  one  of  the  laws  of 


the  United  States,  without  showing  the  House 
what  the  offence  was.  or  wishing  them  to  form  a 


judgment  upon  it. 
Mr.N.i 


was  surprised  at  this  second  prosecution, 
because,  if  gentlemen  will  speak  candidly,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinions  which  they  formerly  delivered 
in  justification  of  the  law,  they  will  ackoow- 
ledge  that  the  whole  of  the  charges  brought 
against  the  member  from  Vermont  ought  not  to 
have  been  inquired  into  under  the  sedition  taw; 
since  two  of  the  counts  contained  in  the  indict- 
ment are  mere  matters  of  opinion,  not  containing 
the  least  suggeitlion  of  fact  t  and  the  third  rests  so 
much  on  matter  of  opinion,  that  it  is  impossible, 
according  to  a  sound  construction  of  the  law,  for 
any  guilt  to  be  incurred  by  the  act. 

Mr.  N.  wished  the  House  to  attend  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  charges  exhibited  against  the  member 
from  Vermont,  and  to  say  whether  they  were  not 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  say 
whether  they  are  wdl  founded,  and,  if  they  are 
well  founded,  then  they  are  innocent.  In  the  re- 
cord from  which  he  had  copied  the  charges,  there 
are  three  coonls ;  two  of  them  are  founded  on  ex- 
tracts taken  from  a  letter,  called  "Barlow's  Let- 
ter;" the  third  is  for  sentiments  contained  in  a 
letter  of  the  member's  own  writing.  The  two 
first  turn  on  mere  matters  of  opinion.  Mr.  N. 
read  the  counts  as  follows : 

The  miflondentanding  between  the  two  Govern* 
ments  bat  become  extremely  alaiming;  confidence  is 
completely  destroyed,  mistrusts,  jealousy,  and  a  dispo- 
sition to  a  wrong  attribution  of  motiveB,  are  so  appa- 
imt  as  to  require  the  utmost  caution  in  eveiy  word 
and  action  that  are  to  come  befeie  your  Ezecntive— I 
mean  if  your  object  is  to  avoid  hostiiitiea.  Had  diis 
truth  been  andentood  with  you  before  the  recall  of 
Monroe,  bafore  the  commg  and  seSbnd  coming  of  IHndk* 
ney  ;  had  it  guided  the  pens  that  wrote  tiie  bullying 
Speech  of  your  President,  and  stapid  answer  of  your 
Senate,  at  the  opening  of  Congiess  in  November  bat, 
I  should  probably  have  bad  no  oocaakm  to  addreaa  you 
this  letter.  But  we  found  him  borrowing  the  language 
of  Great  Britain,  and  telling  the  world  that,  allbnigh 
he  should  succeed  in  treaUng  with  the  Fieiieh,  than 
was  no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  any  of  th^  en- 
gagementa;  that  their  religion  and  morality  were  at 
an  end ;  that  tbey  had  turned  puratea  and  plunderers ; 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  perpetually  armed 
against  them,  though  tbey  are  at  peace.  We  wonder- 
ed that  the  answer  of  both  Houses  had  not  been  an 
order  to  send  him  to  a  mad-house.  Instead  of  this,  the 
Senate  have  echoed  the  Speech  with  more  sRviUty  than 
ever  Geoige  III.  experienced  from  ritber  House  of  Par- 
liament 

**  As  to  the  Ezecntive,  when  I  diall  see  the  efibrtsof 
that  power  bent  on  the  jmHtiotion  of  the  comfort,  the 
happneaa,  and  accommodation  of  the  people,  that  Ex- 
ecutive shall  have  my  zetdoua  and  uniform  support. 
But,  when  I  see  every  conaideratioa  of  the  public  wel- 
fare swallowed  np  in  a  continual  grasp  for  power,  in  an 
unbonnded  thirst  fat  ridioolans  pomp,  foolish  adutatim, 
or  selfish  avarice ;  when  I  diaU  behold  men  of  ml 
merit  daily  turned  out  of  office  for  no  other  eawe  but 
independence  of  sentiment ;  when  I  shall  see  men  of 
firmness,  merit,  years,  abilities,  and  expeiience,  dia* 
carded  on  their  application  tat  (Ace,  for  fear  they  poa- 
eeas  that  independenee ;  and  men  of  meanuMs  pieMied 

Digitized  by  Google 


2963 


H.orR.] 

for  the  ease  with  which  they  take  ap  and  advocate 
fminioni,  the  consequeDce  of  which  they  know  bat  lit- 
tle of;  when  I  shall  see  the  sacred  name  of  religion 
employed  as  a  State  en^e  to  make  mankind  hate  and 
persecute  one  another,  I  shall  not  be  their  humble  ad- 
Tocate." 

The  two  first  counts  contain  the  opinions  of  the 
writer  on  public  and  notorious  acts.  No  act  is 
eturged  upon  the  President  and  Senate  which  is 
not  notorious.  It  is  not  an  attempt  to  impose  upon 
the  wortd  a  belief  of  facts  which  do  not  exist.  He 
called  apon  gentlemea  of  the  law  and  others  to 
say  whether  this  law  iffis  ever  intended  to  extrad 
to  matters  of  opinion.  He  was  astonbhed  that  a 
record  of  this  kind  should  erer  come  from  a  court 
of  the  United  States.  The  law  declares  that  the 
publications  which  it  proposes  to  punish,  shall  be 
nlae  and  scandalous.  Do  gentlemen  say  opinions 
can  be  false  which  do  not  contain  matter  of  fact? 
Another  part  of  the  law  gives  to  the  party  accused 
the  privilege  of  giving  the  truth  of  the  fact  charged 
in  evidence ;  but  it  is  impossible  that  this  can  be 
done,  where  the  matter  charged  consists  of  mere 
opinion ;  and  juries  could  notpossibly  say  whether 
an  opinion  be  true  or  false.  They  can  only  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  it  is  their  own  opinion. 

If  a  man  is  to  be  subject  to  a  prosecution  for  bis 
opinions,  what  witt  be  the  consequence  t  We  are, 
said  Mr.  N.,  sent  here  to  form  an  opinion,  and, 
when  we  return  home,  we  are  ezpectra  to  deliver 
that  opinion  to  our  constiuents ;  but,  if  the  pro- 
priety of  our  opinions  are  not  to  be  judged  oi  by 
ours^ves,  but  hy  others,  what  will  become  of  us  7 
No  man  will  be  safe ;  for,  though  he  may  have 
formed  his  opinion  as  correctly  as  possible,  if 
twelve  men  are  to  sit  up<Hi  it,  and,  if  it  should  not 
happen  to  be  their  opinion,  or  if  tbey  should  not 
believe  it  to  be  hi^upon  whom  it  is  charged,  he 
will  be  liable  to  a  severe  fine  and  imprisonment. 
Is  it  proper,  Mr.  N.  asked,  for  legislators  to  be 
placed  on  this  ground  1  Or,  will  gentlemen  say 
It  was  their  intention  to  place  themselves  in  this 
situation?  They  certamly  will  not}  for  who 
would  consent  to  sit  here,  or  of  what  use  would 
it  b&  under  such  conditions  7 

The  third  count  is  somewhat  of  a  different  na- 
ture. Mr.  N.  said,  in  speaking  on  this  subject,  he 
was  not  giving  his  own  opinion.  If  he  were  to 
give  it,  he  should  say  he  had  no  foundation  for  the 
fact  here  stated.  There  is  no  mode,  however,  of 
ascertaining  whether  or  not  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  member  from  Vermont ;  and  if  it  were  his 
opinion,  there  being  no  mode  of  determining  whe- 
ther the  opinion  is  correct  or  otherwise,  it  was  im- 
possible to  act  upon  it. 

With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  third  count, 
which  speaas  of  "  every  consideration  of  the  pub- 
lic welfare  being  swallowed  up  in  a  continual 
grasp  of  power,  6cc.,"  he  supposed  it  would  be 
agreed  that  it  was  an  expression  of  the  affection 
of  the  mind — an  opinion  upon  the  disposition  dis- 
covered by  actions.  That  part  of  it  which  relates 
to  "  men  of  real  merit  being  turned  out  of  office 
for  no  other  cause  but  independence  of  sentiment, 
fte.,"  sug^ts  a  fact,  but  it  this  was  his  opinion, 
it  ii  a  matter  so  much  connected  with  opinion,  as 


2964 


[FesBUAaT,  1799. 


to  be  scarcely  distinguishable  from  it.  And  shall 
we  be  told,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  a  member  ought  lo 
be  banished  from  his  seat  for  uttering  a  seatmient 
of  this  kind,  after  having  been  told  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  Delaware,  and  others,  that  it  was  a 
complete  disqualification  for  office  for  a  min  to 
hold  a  different  political  opinion  from  that  of  the 
Executive  ?  He  trusted  gentlemen  could  not  se- 
riously think  so.  For,  since  if  the  fact  were  true, 
and  the  member  from  Vermont  had  adduced  (u 
he  believed  be  mi^ht  have  done)  two  or  thiee 
instances  of  men  being  turned  out  of  office  merely 
on  account  of  their  political  opinions,  still  the 
jury  might  have  asked,  "how  ob  you  know  that 
the  men  displaced  ponessed  superior  talents  to 
those  who  succeeded  them?"  This,  though  tree, 
could  not  be  proved,  therefore  the  member  &om 
Vermont  could  not  have  availed  himself  of  the 
advantage  held  out  by  the  law.  Oentlemen  may 
say  this  is  not  necessary,  as  this  law  goes  to  many 
offences  not  capable  of  this  proof;  they  may  sty 
that  the  British  taw  on  this  subject  goes  to  many 
others.  But  our  taw  is  not  the  same  with  the 
British  law ;  there,  though  the  libel  be  Uoe,  it  is 
not  less  a  tibel,  which  is  not  the  case  uoderonr 
law,  which  is  an  important  distinction. 

It  was  clear,  Mr.  N.  said,  that  such  parts  of  the 
counts  as  went  to  insinuate  fact,  were  so  con- 
nected with  opinion,  that  it  was  impoasible  tose* 
parate  them.  It  could  not  be  said  that  the  jvy 
were  competent  lo  decide  upon  the  truth  of  the 
case.  The  decision  of  twelve  honest  men  on  a 
point  of  fact,  is,  perhaps,  the  best  security  that 
can  be  devised  for  the  security  of  justice  ;  but  if 
a  man  is  to  be  convicted  because  his  opinions  and 
those  of  a  jury  are  at  variance,  there  is  an  end  to 
all  security.  Men's  opinions  are  as  various  u 
their  faces,  and  the  truth  or  falsehood  o.^.^'^''*^ 
opinions  are  not  fit  subjects  for  the  decision  (» 
a  jury. 

Upon  what  ground  does  the  member  from  Vet- 
mont  stand  ?  He  is  arepresentative  of  the  people; 
and  gentlemen  could  not  shut  their  eyes  against  a 
notorious  fact,  viz.:  that  the  constituents  of  this 
member,  wiUi  a  full  knowledge  of  this  proseca- 
tion,  have  re-dected  him ;  and  if  the  people  vt 
Vermont  choose  to  have  a  person  possessing  these 
opinions  to  represent  them,  who  hare  a  ridit  to 
say  they  shall  not?  Indeed,  if  they  are  to  be  re- 
presented at  all,  they  mnst  be  represented  by  the 
man  whom  they  choose  to  elect. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  said,  that 
all  the  offences  of  Mr.  Lyon  were  greatly  aggra- 
vated from  bis  being  a  member  of  this  House. 
Mr.  N.  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He  thooght  it 
incumbent  on  a  Representative  to  disclose  hia 
opinions  on  public  affairs  to  his  constituents ;  tad 
this  disclosure  will  become  more  necessary,  in  pro- 
portion as  such  opinions  rhay  be  offensive  to  the 
administrators  of  the  Government ;  as,  when  alt 
goes  on  smoothly  and  well,  there  wilt  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  calling  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
public  concerns. 

The  gentleman  has  also  said,  that  it  wonld  be 
out  of  OTder  to  contest  the  troth  of  anythiiw  eoa- 
tained  in  thia  record.  He  thought  diOerently,  ibo 
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that  If  it  was  ptaper  to  act  upon  the  subject  at  all, 
it  would  be  proper  to  assigo  a  day  to  have  a  fair 
healing  of  the  business,  to  enable  the  House  to 
judge  of  the  facts.  For  gentlemen  will  not  say, 
thai  courts  and  juries  are  so  infallible,  that  there 
is  oo  case  in  which  the  decision  of  a  court  ought 
to  be  revised.  If  the  member  from  Vermont 
should  think  it  necessary  to  demand  ^Is  investi- 
gatiMi,  the  House  ought  to  submit  to  it. 

Th««  was  sometUng  in  that  record,  Mr.  N. 
said,  which  was  very  singular  Indeed ;  something 
which  requires  investigation ;  for  unless  the  fact 
is  different  from  what  his  information  made  it.  a 
Boat  extraordinary  circumstance  was  connected 
with  the  third  count.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the 
lowing  of  the  record,  that  the  letter  upon  which 
iks  chaj^  is  founded,  was  written  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  on  which  the  offence  was  tried. 
If  he  was  not  misinformed,  no  evidence  was  ad- 
duced in  court  to  show  that  Mr.  LvoN  ^d  any 
act  subsequent  to  the  writing  of  bis  letter  in  the 
publication,  and  that  though  the  thin?  appeared 
m  print  after  the  law  took  its  effect,  alt  that  was 
dome  by  the  writer  was  done  before  the  law  was 
passed.  He  thought^  therefore,  before  the  House 
acted  upon  this  subject,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be 
had  upon  it.  He  did  not  know  what  were  the 
wuhes  of  the  member  from  Vermont  bimsdf  on 
this  subject ;  he  had  not  put  the  question  to  him, 
because  he  thought  there  was  no  offence  contained 
io  the  record  of  which  the  House  ought  lo  lake 
noiiee.  He  would  say  farther,  that  believing 
ncMt  religiously  that  the  law  against  which  the 
nember  nom  Vermont  is  said  to  have  offended, 
is  a  Tiolaiion  of  the  Coiwtltution  of  this  country, 
be  conid  not,  without  a  breach  of  his  oath,  do  any 
act  to  punish  a  breach  of  that  law. 

Hr.  ILtoi*  said,  he  did  expect  that  if  he  was  to 
lutve  had  a  second  trial,  he  should  have  been  at 
liberty  to  have  adduced  the  evidence  upon  which 
a  jury  had  already  decided.  Gentlemen  whohave 
hen  able  toobtain  a  copy  of  the  record,  which  he, 
potwithstandiog  all  his  earnest  desires  to  obtain 
it,  had  not  been  able  to  procure,  might  also  have 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  testimony  on  which  this 
judgmoit  was  founded. 

Mr.  L.  thought  he  had  received  an  unjust  trial 
and  a  bard  sentence.  He  said  unjust,  because  he 
was  frowned  upon  by  the  Judge  m  a  very  abrupt 
planner  when  he  challenged  two  of  the  Jury, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  do  by  a  law  of  the  State. 
Tlia  Judge  answered  me,  said  Mr.  L.,  "  You  are 
osaoqaainted  with  the  laws  of  the  State."  Mr.L. 
observed,  that  there  is  a  law  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont (or  punishing  persons  who  speak  against 
the  public  authorities,  which  gives  to  the  accused 
the  privilege  of  challenging  six  of  his  jury.  This 
{wivileae,  nid  Mr.  L.,  I  was  denied,  exclusive  of 
the  political  packing  of  the  jury  who  tried  me. 
This  is  the  kind  of  treatment  I  have  received ;  but 
I  shall  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  House  vrith- 
out  oceunying  their  time  on  my  account,  further 
than  md^nnnies  are  desirous  of  so  occupying  it, 

Mr.  Allen  said,  nothing  but  the  respect  which 
be  entertained  for  the  character  who  presided  at 
the  trial  <^  the  member  from  Vermont  would  have 
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drawn  him  from  his  seat  on  this  occasion.  But, 
if  he  understood  the  member  from  Vermont,  he 
said  he  was  frowned  upon  by  the  court  when  he 
challenged  two  of  his  jury,  and  having  been  pre- 
sent at  the  trial,  he  was  able  to  speak  to  that  fact. 
He  understood  the  member  to  make  a  challenge, 
and  the  Judge  told  him  be  did  not  know  the  laws 
of  Vermont ;  but  so  far  from  any  harshness  being 
used  towards  the  member,  he  must  say  he  never 
saw  a  trial  more  fairly  conducted.  He  thought  it 
did  honorto  Judge  Peterson,  who  presided.  When 
the  member  persisted  in  his  opinion,  that  a  law  of 
the  State  gave  him  a  right  to  challenge  bis  jury, 
the  Judge  replied,  "  if  that  was  the  law,  it  woula 
require  consideration;"  and  he  inquired  of  the 
District  Judge  if  that  was  the  law,  who  said  it 
was  not.  As  to  the  member's  being  precipitately 
tried,  [Mr.  Lyoh  observed,  he  did  say  sc^}  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  ddiberately  tried,  or  in  which 
tmexamided  indulgence  was  shown  to  the  accused, 
it  was  thia 

The  member  from  Vermont  had  spoken  of  the 
jury  being  packed.  He  had  seen  this  asserted  in 
the  papers,  and  the  public  ought  to  be  informed 
that  the  ehai^  is  wholly  untrue.  The  member 
from  Vermont  most  know  it  is  untrue.  The  jury 
Was  drawn  from  the  boxes  as  is  usual,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  order  made  by  the  court  in  May, 
which  pointed  out  the  particular  towns  from 
whence  the  jury  were  to  be  drawn.  Mr.  A.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  be  was  sorry  to  find  any  man 
base  enough  to  attack  the  gentleman  who  presid- 
ed on  this  trial,  as  be  believed  his  conduct  to  be 
unimpeachable. 

Mr.  Batabb  said,  considering  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  he  should  limit  his  reply  to  a  few  ob- 
servations. He  did  not  know  what  would  bind 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia}  be  denies  the  oblt- 

Stion  of  the  law,  and  the  credibility  of  the  record, 
e  could  not  expect,  therefore,  that  he  would  be 
bound  by  the  obrigattoo  of  reason. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  io  his  defence  of 
the  member  from  Vermont,  has  gone  upon  the 
ground  that  mere  matter  of  opinion  cannot  be 
construed  into  a  libel.  He  begged  leave  to  differ 
from  that  opinion,  for  which  there  was  not 
the  least  ground.  Four  things,  Mr.  B.  said,  are 
necessary  to  constitute  a  crime  under  the  law 
in  question:  it  is  necessary  that  a  publication 
should  be  seditious,  false,  scandalous,  and  mali- 
cious. When  these  four  things  appear,  whether 
the  publication  consists  in  the  assertion  of  matter 
of  opinion,  or  matter  of  &ct,  it  will  be  within 
the  law,  wnich  makes  no  discrimination  on  die 
subject. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  think  it  altogether  in  order  to 
question  in  this  place  the  regularity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  court  of  justice.  According  to  the 
organization  of  this  Qovernmeot,  the  powers  of  it 
are  distributed,  and  the  Judicivy,  in  its  depart- 
ment, is  as  sovereign  as  the  Legislature ;  and  it  is 
as  improper  for  the  Legislature  to  question  the 
proceedings  of  a  court,  as  it  would  be  for  a  court, 
in  common  cases,  to  question  the  obUgation  of  a 
law.  What  has  tne  fact  been?  The  judgment  of 
a  court  has  decided,  on  the  verdict  of  a  jury  given 
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upon  oath,  that  this  case  was  withia  th<>  law ;  and, 
after  a  judicial  determination,  is  it  for  a  member 
of  this  House  to  say  that  the  case  was  not  with- 
ia the  law  ? 

But  Mr.  B.  could  conceive  no  idea  more  ipronnd- 
less  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  VlrgiQia, 
that  mere  matters  of  opioion  are  not  grounds  of 
charges  under  this  law.  This  the  gentleman  had 
made  his  alpha  and  omega.  He  wished  to  know 
how  a  distinction  was  to  be  made  on  this  subject  ? 
If  an  opinion  upon  a  fact  be  expressed,  and  that 
opinion  is  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious,  ought 
it  not  to  be  subject  to  prosecution  1  Does  the 
gentleman  say  opinioni  cannot  be  fiilse?  Mr.  B. 
■aid,  he  would  put  a  case  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tir^nia,  without  any  intention  of  personal  re- 
flection, but  raorely  for  the  sake  of  the  argument 
Suppose  any  person  were  to  say  that,  in  hu  opin- 
im,  that  gentleman  was  a  nt^gw,  or  any  other 
opinton  casting  a  gross  imputattoo,  would  the 
offence  be  less,  because  he  had,  instead  of  say- 
ing expressly  he  was  a  rogue,  merely  given  it 
as  his  opinion?  But  if  the  geotlemao  insisted 
opinions  could  not  be  false,  how  would  he  get  rid 
of  the  conclusion?  This,  Mr.  B.  conceived,  might 
be  sufficient  to  show  that  opinions  may  be  false. 
Or  suppose  a  man  were  to  say  that,  in  bis  opin- 
ion, another  was  a  traitor,  ought  he  not  to  be  pun- 
ished as  severely  as  if  he  had  asserted  the  thing 
as  a  fact  ?  The  Intention  and  wisdom  of  this  law 
was,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  caution  men  to  be  guarded  in 
the  publication  of  their  opinions ;  since,  by  the  ex- 
{Hression  of  false  opinions,  the  minds  of  the  people 
may  be  alienated  from  their  Qovemment.  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  the  member  from  Vermont,  were  to  har- 
angue the  peo];>le,  imd  say,  in  their  opinum,  this 
law  is  unconstitutional,  and,  therefore,  not  bind- 
ing: that  it  ouj^ht  not  to  be  obeyed,  but  opposed 
by  force ;  that  it  was  made  by  men  grasping  afier 
power,  in  defiance  of  the  best  interests  of  their 
country,  in  order  to  answer  their  own  private 
Tiews.  Although  this  all  might  be  mere  matter 
of  opinion,  would  it  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law  in  question  t  No  man  on  earth,  Mr. 
B.  said,  would  be  more  opposed  to  any  measure 
for  restraining  the  expression  of  honest  and  well 
intentioned  opinions^  than  himself.  All  that  this 
law  does,  is  to  restram  false,  malicious,  and' scan- 
dalous opioioDs.  And  will  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  say,  that  the  good  of  the  country,  or  its 
liberty,  will  be  promoted  by  indulging  in  an  ex- 
IHession  of  what  is  false,  scandalous,  and  mali- 
cious? Could  this  be  liberty  ?  He  thought  not. 
Every  man,  under  this  law,  has  the  liberty  of 
publishing  what  he  pleases,  taking  the  responsi- 
bility upon  himself  for  the  truth  of  what  he  writes. 
If  he  writes  only  what  is  true,  he  is  not  liable  to 
panishment;  if  what  is  false,  and  that  malicious- 
ly, it  is  only  reasonable  he  should  be  punished  for 
ius  falsehood  and  malice. 

Suppose  a  eommon  case,  that  a  nun  were  to 
say  that,  in  his  opinion,  another  was  insolvent,  a 
bankrupt,  or  a  thief,  would  he  not  be  answerable 
for  this  opinion?  He  certainly  would.  Asd 
ovght  a  nian  to  be  permitted  to  sunder  the  Got- 
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erament  and  not  an  individual?  If  the  licen- 
tiousne^  of  the  press  be  allowed  to  go  thus  fu, 
there  will  be  nothing  safe  in  character ;  it  will 
always  be  in  the  power  of  a  malicious  person  to 
rob  the  best  men  of  their  reputation  with  impa* 
nity.  He  presumed,  therefore,  that  there  was  do 
ground  for  the  distinction  which  the  gentleman 
had  attempted  to  draw. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  called  upon 
the  advocates  of  this  resolution  to  show,  that  the 
member  from  Vermont  could  be  punished  a  st* 
cood  time.  Mr.  B.  did  not  know  tut  the  expol- 
sion  of  a  member  from  his  seat  could  be  c(»sid- 
ered  ia  the  light  of  a  panirhment.  It  was  merelf 
lopping  off  from  the  Legislative  bodv  a  rotta 
member  who  contaminates  the  whole  aystem. 
This  was  done  without  regard  to  the  member 
himself,  but  with  a  view  solely  to  the  health  and 
purity  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member.  The 
CoDsiimtion,  however,  left  no  doubt  oo  the  lob- 
ject. 

It  is  said  that  the  member  from  Vermont  hu 
been  re-elected,  since  bis  offences  were  known. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  to  say, 
how  this  fact  was  ascertained.  At  one  moment 
he  disputes  the  truth  of  the  record,  and  saysh 
cannot  be  considered  as  conclusive  or  creditable; 
yet,  at  another,  he  asserts  a  fact,  upon  the  grooads 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter,  or  a  paragraph  in  a  iwi» 
Mper,  of  which  this  House  could  take  no  mtko. 
The  member  was  not  re-elected  to  the  pfesnt 
Congress,  nor  was  any  return  made  of  bis  re-eke- 
tion  to  the  next.  Suppose  he  had  a  majority  of 
votes  at  the  late  election,  may  it  not  hereafter  ap* 
pear  that  the  election  was  earned  by  corraptun 
or  fraud,  and  that  the  member  is  not  entitled  to  Us 
seat? 

It  is  suggested  as  a  fact  that  the  tetter  of 
member  from  Vermont  was  written  before  the 
law  passed  ;  but  the  crime  is  not  in  the  writing  of 
the  letter,  but  in  the  publication  of  it.  Then 
would  have  been  oo  crime  in  scandalously  wri- 
ting, if  he  had  not  published  the  letter.  The  crime 
consisted,  not  in  the  wickedness  of  bis  own  hear^ 
but  the  intention  to  corrupt  others ;  the  design  lo 
scatter  firebrands  through  the  community,  with  i 
view  of  exciting  insnrreetioiM.  If,  thmfore^  ^ 
could  have  proved  before  ihe  court  ami  jury  tkit 
he  was  not  accessory  to  the  publication,  9.(tet  tht 
passing  of  the  law,  he  woold  doubtless  have  bees 
acquitted  ;  and  though  he  did  not  Uiink  highly  of 
the  talents  of  that  member,  he  supposed,  ff  thu 
had  been  the  case,  be  would  nave  had  wit  enoop 
to  have  availed  himself  of  it. 

He  would  nay  a  word  with  respect  to  the  coe- 
sequences  of  the  crime  upon  a  member.  In  Bi^- 
land,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  mty 
be  expelled  for  libellous  matter.  Such  was  tke 
case  with  Mr.  Wilkes ;  though,  in  this  case,  toe 
transaction  was  afterwards  expunged  from  tke 
Journals,  it  was  not  done  upon  the  principle  tt^ 
the  original  expulsion  was  not  justioabl^hut  be- 
cause he  had  been  exp^ed  for  the  saovffw^ 
after  he  had  been  re-«ected  to  tJie  same  P*™*' 
ment  ,   

Bclievini^  as  he  did,  that  the  wnber  in  fiw 
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doo  diuraced  the  body  to  which  »t  present  he 
beUmged,  he  hoped  tbe  resolutioa  would  be  al- 
lowed to  wasb  away  tbe  blot  which  marked  and 
du%ared  this  branch  of  the  Qorernment. 

iir.  Gallatin  coDfessed  that,  though  there 
were  some  reasoas  which  diminished  his  surprise 
at  aeeing  this  resolution  on  tbe  table,  he  did  not 
expect  to  bare  heard  it  defended  on  tbe  grouod 
wbich  tbe  geotieman  from  Delaware  had  taken 
in  his  ktft  speech.  He  did  not  expect  that  when 
a  judgment  awarded  undec,  the  sedition  law, 
ms  mider  eonudemtion,  a  gentleinan  shoald  rive 
■ad  idl  the  Houie  that  thu  law  appliei  to  the 
pobJieatioa  of  opinions  as  well  as  to  that  of  facts ; 
■ttd  it  ms  less  to  be  expected  from  the  rery  gen- 
tteman  who  introduced  an  amendment  into  that 
law.  providing  that  the  truth  of  a  charge  may 
be  giveo  in  evidence.  His  present  decutration 
ainouBled  to  this:  that  those  words  were  intro- 
daced  in  order  to  deceive  tbe  public,  since  they 
could  be  of  no  real  use. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  bad  constantly 
eonfoonded  matter  of  fact  expressed,  not  positively, 
b<U  only  as  the  belief  of  the  writer,  and  opinions 
or  deductions  from  facts.  If  a  man,  with  a  view 
of  defaming  the  Government,  publishes  that,  in 
his  oiHnion,  according  to  his  belief,  a  certain  fact 
does  exist,  which  is  susceptible  of  proof,  and  is 
foDod  to  be  false,  the  publioation,  by  the  law,  is 
ondoubtedly  a  libel.  Thos,  if  a  nun  says  that,  io 
his  i^inion,  a  man  is  a  thief,  a  bankrupt  or  i^sol- 
Tent,  it  is  not  less  a  libel,  than  if  he  said  such  a 
person  was  positively  so,  because  these  things  are 
sosceptiUe  of  proof.  But,  when  weapeakof  opin- 
ion, as  distinct  from  fact,  we  speak  of  opinions  not 
snseeptibie  of  proof,  because  tbey  depend  upon 
reasoning,  and  different  opinions  may  be  deduced 
from  the  same  facts ;  therefore,  we  say  that  sacli 
tq^ioDS  are  not  matter  for  prosecution  even  un- 
der tbis  Law.  But,  tbe  gentleman  from  Delaware 
says  that  all  opinions  are  liable  lo  be  prosecuted, 
provided  that  they  can  be  proved  to  be  false,  scan- 
dalous, and  malicious.  Proved  false!  And  who 
are  tbe  judges  7  To  be  sure,  twelve  jurymen,  who 
are  sworn  to  give  a  verdict  according  to  evidence. 
And  how  can  tbe  truth  of  things  which  cannot 
be  proved  by  eridenee,  be  determined  by  evidence  7 
An  opinion  may  be  ineonect ;  aad,  if  judged  in- 
correct by  the  ^ntleman  from  Delaware,  it  is,  ac- 
<wrdiDg  to  his  reasoning,  to  be  deemed  fUse,  and 
liable  to  prosecution. 

The  House  had  been  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
trial,  any  further  than  tbe  record :  that  it  ought  to 
be  taken  as  complete  evidence  of  the  facts  which 
it  contains,  wbicn  ought  not  to  be  disputed.  He 
also  tells  the  House  that  courts  of  justice  are  as 
in^Iependeot  of  the  Legislature,  as  tbe  Legislature 
of  them  ;  that  this  House  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  crime;  that  it  is  tbe  conviction  only  which 
they  ought  to  take  coraizance  of.  If,  said  Mr.  G., 
the  geotieman  from  Delaware  had  not  brought 
forward  tbe  resolution  now  under  discussion,  we 
should  have  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  business. 
We  did  not  bring  forward  tbe  bolgectj  we  have 
BoCbing  to  do  wiUi  it.  Mr.  O.  added,  I  believe  I 
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go  too  far  when  I  say  we  have  Dotbiog  to  do  with 
It ;  for  I  believe  it  was  tbe  duty  of  tbis  House  to 
have  sent  the  Sergeant-  at-Arms  for  the  member 
from  Vermont,  and  demanded  him  from  confine- 
ment,  that  he  might  have  attended  to  his  duty  in 
this  House. 

[The  Speakbr  said  this  was  not  now  tbe  ques- 
tion.] 

Mr.  G.  knew  this  was  not  tbe  question;  he  men- 
tioned this  to  show  that  the  House  might  have 
bad  something  to  do  with  the  business.  Bat  we 
did  not,  said  he,  bring  the  subject  before  tbe 
House;  and,  if  we  have  noUijng  to  do  with  the 
decision  of  a  court,  that  decision  has  notbia|[  to 
do  with  us.  If  the  member  from  Vermont  is  to 
be  expelled,  he  ought  to  be  expelled,  not  because 
he  has  been  convicted,  but  because  he  has  com- 
mitted a  crime  which  renders  him  unfit  to  retafai 
bis  seat.  What  is  that  crime  7  It  is  stated  in  the 
record ;  and,  stated  as  it  is,  he  did  not  believe  it 
was  sufficient  to  ground  a  motion  of  this  kind 
upon.  Whatever  is  contained  in  these  charges, 
which  is  capable  of  proof,  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  but  not  what  is  mere  matter  oS 
opinion.  It  was  generally  allowed,  he  believed, 
that  tbe  paragraphs  from  what  is  called  Barlow's 
letter,  are  of  this  last  description.  With  respect 
to  tbe  other  port  of  the  charge,  viz:  the  extract 
from  a  letter  said  to  -be  written  by  tbe  membra 
from  Ymnont  himself,  to  which  he  meant  to  con- 
fine his  observations,  be  would  beg.leave  to  state 
it.  Mr.  O.  read  it. 

Mr.  G.  said,  the  whole  of  this  paragraph  was 
hypothetical;  but,  supposing  that  the  moaber 
from  Vermont  had  declared  it  as  his  opinion  "  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Executive  power  was  not  bent 
on  the  promotion  of  the  coimort,  tbe  happines^ 
and  the  accommodation  of  the  people,"  he  wished 
to  know  whether  this  could  be  considered  as  a 
declaration  oi'  fact  or  opinion  7  There  is,  perhaps, 
no  measure  passed  by  Congress,  which  one  or  other 
may  not  think  will  be  contrary  to  the  happiness, 
comfort,  and  accommodation,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  We  had,  said  he,  the  other  ^y, 
the  question  of  a  navy  before  us,  the  estabUsh'* 
ment  of  which  many  believe  is  necessary  for  the 
promotion  of  the  comfort,  happiness,  and  accom- 
modation of  the  people ;  whereas,  in  my  opinion, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  many  others,  it  will  prodnee 
the  very  reverse.  How  is  this  question  to  be  de- 
cided 7  And  yet  it  is  known  that  tbe  FresidenL 
io  his  writings  and  speaking,  has  recommended 
the  esUblishment  of  a  navy  ;  and  persons  writing 
and  speaking  against  tbis  system,  which  they 
ought  to  do,  if  they  believe  the  system  inimical  to 
the  United  States,  might  be  charged  with  bringing 
the  Congress  and  President  into  contempt.  But, 
doubtless,  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  not 
susceptible  of  proof  by  evidence.  In  order  to 
prove  the  truth  of  either  assertion,  you  must  bring 
forward  a  dissertation  pro  and  con. 

The  next  part  of  the  paragraph,  viz :  "  when  I 
shall  see  every  considoation  of  the  public  welfare 
swallowed,  up,"  &e."  So  far  as  relates  to  the  first 
member  of  this  sentence,  he  did  not  see  how  it 
could  be  proved.   He  was  not  of  opinion  that 
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erery  consideration  of  the  public  welfare  was 
swallowed  up  in  a  continual  grasp  for  power;  but 
he  did  believe  that  there  was  a  constant  disposi- 
tion, not  ooljr  in  ths  Executive,  but  in  many  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  to  increase  tbe  power  of  the 
Executive. 

[The  Speaker  said^  neither  this  remark,  nor  the 
observations  on  the  ^lavy.  were  io  order.] 

Mr.  Q.  said,  that  he  always  wished  strictly  to 
adhere  to  order,  and  in  order  to  aroid  committing 
any  ftartber  mistake,  he  desired  to  be  informed 
why  it  was  out  of  order  ?  Was  tbe  argument  not 
in  point;  or  was  it  the  deelaratioa  of  his  own 
opinion,  as  he  went  along,  that  was  out  of  order? 
He  wished  to  know,  as  he  meant  to  be  guided  by 
the  rule  adopted  by  tbe  Chair. 

[The  Speaker  repeated  that  thegentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  bad  been  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Q.  proceeded.  With  respect  to  that  part 
of  tbe  paragraph  which  says,  '*when  I  shall  see 
men  of  firmness,  &c.,  discarded  on  their  applica- 
tion for  office,"  &c.  This,  said  Mr.  Q.,  is,  in  some 
degree, matter  of  fact,  and,  in  some  degree,  matter 
of  opinion.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact,  so  far  as  that 
men  of  firmness,  experience,  dec,  nave  been  turn- 
ed out  of  office ;  and  matter  of  opinion  as  to  wiiat 
ii  said  of  men  of  meanness  being  preferred  in  their 
place.  I  do  believe^  said  Mr.  G..  that  tbe  first  as- 
sertion is  true ;  and  what  is  here  written  is  no  more 
than  an  illustration  of  what  has  been  declared 
upon  this  floor,  that  men  of  certain  political  opin- 
ions, however  capable,  experienced,  firm,  and  vir- 
tuous tbey  might  be,  were  unfit  to  bold  offices. 
This,  Mr.  O.,  said,  was  the  only  fact  which  could 
be  brought  under  the  taw,  and  he  thought  it  a  fact 
capable  of  being  proved  to  be  true.  Mr.  G.  ad- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  fact,  tbe  cases  of  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Revenue  for  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  who,  be  said,  it  was  evident, 
were  turned  out  of  office  on  account  of  their  politi- 
cal opinions.  And  he  read,  in  support  of  his  asser- 
tion, tbe  publication  of  the  late  Commissioner  of 
Loans  of  New  Hampshire. 

Another  part  of  this  paragraph  speaks  of  "  an 
unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous  pomp."  This, 
said  Mr.  Q.,  is  mere  matter  of  opinion.  Take  the 
member  from  Vermont  to  the  house  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent, aiid  he  may  call  its  furniture  and  appenda- 
ges, ridiculous  pomp ;  take  a  member  from  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  tbe  country,  and  he  may  declare 
everything  decent  and  plain ;  but,  take  an  over- 

Erown  nobleman  from  Great  Britain  into  the 
ouse  of  the  President,  and  he  would  set  down 
everything  he  saw  as  mean  and  selfish. 

But,  I  insist  upon  it,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  matter  of 
opinion  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  cognizauee  by 
tbb  law.  What,  said  he,  is  the  nature  of  the  crime 
now  proposed  to  be  punished  by  the  expulsion  of 
tbe  member  from  Vermont.  We  are  told  that  he 
has  published  and  uttered  false,  seditious,  and  ma- 
licious writings ;  that  though  these  writings  may 
be  only  matter  of  opinioiL  yet  if  those  opinions  are 
false,  tbe^  come  under  this  law ;  and,  also,  that 
Mcb  writings  hare  a  tendraey  to  stir  up  sedition 
and  iosnrrection. 
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Mr.  G.  would  not  repeat  what  bad  been  said 
as  to  the  uoconstitutionality  of  the  law  under 
which  the  member  from  Vermont  had  been  coa- 
vicled ;  but  this  alone  would  be  a  sufficient  reason 
for  him  to  vote  against  the  present  motion.  But, 
supposing  the  law  Constitutional,  is  tbe  crime  an 
infamous'  oue?  Certainly  nou  It  is  apolitical 
crime,  and  will  always  be  determined  aecordiag 
to  the  situation  of  tbe  parties  at  the  time.  For, 
said  he,  we  may  say  as  much  as  we  please  lAoot 
the  purity  of  our  courts  and  juries,  and  of  onr  om 
purity ;  decisions  upon  political  questions,  willal* 
ways  be  influenced  by  party  spirit.  It  is  we,nid 
Mr.  G.,  that  have  introduced  this  spirit  into  Ae 
courts ;  and  having  given  tbem  political  quesiiou 
to  decide,  it  need  not  be  expected  that  courts  will 
be  free  from  party  prejudiceaoy  more  ihanothen. 
Therefore,  the  falsehood  or  maliciousness  of  a 
publication  will  be  determined  by  the  pditicd 
opinion  of  the  jury. 

As  to  the  manner  io  which  tbe  trial  oftbemem- 
ber  from  Vermont  bad  been  conducted,  he  knew 
nothing  of  it.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Allen,)  who,  it  seems,  wu 
present  at  the  trial,  would  inform  the  House  what 
proof  was  adduced  to  the  court  to  show  that 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Lton  was  published  by  bimafis 
the  sedition  law  passed.  The  letter  is  dated  tbe 
l^th  of  June,  the  law  was  jMissed  on  the  6tb  ot 
July,  and  the  letter  was  published  in  Vermont  t» 
the  30th  of  July.  He  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  any  evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that 
Mr.  Lton  did  anything  relative  to  that  pnblici- 
tion,  after  writing  tbe  letter  from  Philadaphlara 
the  20th  of  June?  If  not,  it  will  appear  strange, 
indeed,  that  be  should  have  been  punished  for  in 
act  done  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law  ondn 
which  he  was  convicted. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  jury  had  been 
summoned,  be  supposed  it  bad  been  done  io  the 
usual  way.  Without  sayiug,  however,  that  tbe 
jury  was  packed,  nirbicb  he  qid  not  bdieve,  yet,  if 
tbe  towns  out  of  which  the  jury  was  selected, 
were  towns  which  had  never  given  Mr.  Lyod  bat 
one  or  two  votes  at  bis  election,  it  necessarily  R* 
suits  that  the  jury  were  bis  political  enemiesiand 
being  called  upon  to  try  him  for  a  political  ofleeee, 
they  would,  oi  course,  convict  him. 

Mr.  G.  said,  the  lateness  of  the  hour  would  pre- 
vent bim  from  detaining  the  House  longer.  Rb 
would  only  observe  that,  considering  that  the 
member  from  Vermont  ba4  been  tried  for  a  po- 
litical offence,  by  a  jurv  opposed  to  bim  io  opinioDi 
and  upon  a  law  passed  on  political  ground  at  the 
last  session ;  that  be  bad  been  punished  by  an  im- 
prisonment  of  four  months,  and  by  a  fine  of  one 
thousand  dollars;  that  he  nad  been  deprived  of 
his  seat  in  the. Legislature  for  three  months;  be 
thought  it  would  hare  been  better  not  to  h^n 
proposed  this  resolution. 

If  this  resolution  should  be  adopted,  it  wooM 
follow,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  every  member  who  Bhw 
write  anjrtbing  which  is  contrary  to  tbe  cnHOiwi 
of  a  majority  of  this  House,  wbetber  what  be 
writes  be  founded  in  truth  or  not  will  be  liaUeW 
be  expelled,  in  order  to  purify  the  House.  B". 
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0.  thought  persecution  had  followed  the  member 
from  Vermont  long  enoosh.  Every  candid  man 
most  acknowledge  that,  if  he  has  committed  an 
oKnce,  he  has  already  been  inifficieDily  punished 
byfioeand  imprisonment;  to  expel  him  from  his 
seat,  woold  carry  with  it  an  idea  of  persecution  to 
die  public,  and  to,his  constituents,  thai  they  would 
Bot  be  permitted  to  have  a  representative  on  this 
floor.  He  knew  the  circumstance  of  the  member 
from  Vermont's  having  been  re-elected  could  not 
be  introduced  as  an  argument  in  his  favor,  bat  it 
m^t  .«erve  to  show  that  what  he  had  suffered  for 
wat  no  offence  in  the  eyes  of  his  constituents. 

The  question  was  pat ;  when  there  appeared  49 
yeas  and  45  nays,  as  follows : 

Till — John  AUen,  Buley  Bartlett,  Jame^  A.  Ba;- 
ui,  JoDiUban  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Christopher  G. 
Cham^in,  Jdm  Cbapmin,  Jamw  Ooduran*  William 
Old.  Sanniel  W.  Dana,  J<^  Dennis,  William  £d- 
mmd,  Thomas  Evana,  Abiel  Foater,  Dwtg^  Foster, 
Janathan  Freeman.  Henry  Gkn*  Cluancey  Ooodrich, 
Wyfiam  Gordon.  Roger  GriswiM,  William  B.  Grove, 
BobertOoodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hardev,  WUliamHind- 
mu,  HescUah  L.  Hosmer,  Janes  H.  Imlay,  John 
Wilkea  Kittna,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir,  WiU 
liun  Mattbem^  Lewis  R.  Moni^  Harrison  G.  Otis, 
iMae  Paikar,  Joaiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckoey,  John 
RoUedg^jr.,  James  Schareman,  Somoel  Sewall,  Wil- 
liam Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
Sprague,  George  Thatdier,  Richard  Th«na% 
Maik  Tht^cm,  Thomas  TUUiu^ust,  J<dm  £.  Van 
Ako,  Robert  Wain,  and  Jdm  ^^liams. 

Nats — George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bud,  Robert  Brown,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas  Clai- 
borne, William  Charlfls  Cole  Claiborne  Matthew  Clay, 
Joha  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  George 
Dent,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  William 
Fuidley,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  junior.  Al- 
beit Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gre^,  John  A. 
Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jme^  Edward 
Lifin^toD,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macoo,  Blair 
McClenachan,  Joaepb  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  Wil- 
&□)  Smidi,  Richard  %rigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Atnmm  Trigg,  John  Trigi^  Plulip  Van  Cort- 
Isndt.  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Abraham  VauU^  and  Btih 
ert  Wiiiiai^ 

The  SpEAKEH,  declaring  the  state  of  the  vote, 
said,  the  Constitution  requiring  two-thirds  of  the 
tnembers  present  to  expel  a  member,  the  resolu- 
tioo  is  Dot  carried. 


Satdbday,  February  23. 

Mr.  J.  Parker,  from  the  Navy  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  the  augmentation  of  tbe 
Marine  Corps ;  which  was  committed. 

The  two  foUowiag  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1799;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1799; 

Mr.  Cbaik,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offi- 
ces and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  toalter  and  dia- 
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continue  certain  post  roads,  and  to  establish  others ; 
which  was  committed. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  comniittee  on  the 
bill  for  erecting  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

COLLECTION  OF  DIRBCT  TAX. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
amending  the  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of 
lands  and  houses  in  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
enumerations  of  slaves,  were  taken  up.  One  of 
these,  which  was  a  renewal  of  the  principle  which 
was  forraeriy  agitated  in  this  Hoase,  of  authoris- 
iof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  where  he  shall 
think  it  necessary,  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  as- 
sessors, as  that  the  allowance  ao  not  exceed 
two  dollars  a  day,  occasioned  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  Gallatin  first  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  the  words,  **iQ  order  to  procure 
roper  assessors  where  the  same  may  not  have 
een  appointed." 
This  motion  was  negatived,  27  votes  only  ap- 
pearing in  its  favor.  The  question  then  returned 
upon  the  amendment,  which  was  supported  on  the 
^ound  of  its  necessity,  in  order  to  carry  the  land 
tax  law  into  effect  in  some  parts  of  Maryland  and 
South  Carolina,  as  the  assessors  had  positively 
refused  to  serve  at  the  present  compensation  of 
one  dollar  aod  fifty  cents  a  day;  and  opposed,  on 
tbe  ground  of  the  present  allowance  being  found 
sufllcient  in  every  other  part  of  the  Union  ;  that, 
if  an  advance  was  made  it  ought  to  be  general, 
otherwise  it  held  out  a  bounty  to  officers  to  refuse 
to  do  their  duty ;  and,  also,  asvestingan  improper 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  amendment  was  finally  carried  by  yeas 
and  nays — 57  to  36,  as  follows: 

YxAB — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.  Bailey  Bart- 
lett, James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Chiiatopher  G.  Champlin,  Thomas 
Claiborne^  James  Cochran,  William  Oraik,  Sunnel  W. 
Dana,  J.  Dennis,  G .  Dent,  Wm.  Ednumd,  Tboa.  Evan^ 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foatw,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Heniy  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Oocdon, 
Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Carter  B-  Harrison,  William  Hindman,  Hei«- 
kiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Edward  Livingston, 
Samuel  'Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  Matthews, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  John  Nicholas,  Harrison  G.  Otis, 
Isaac  Parker,  Joaiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckoey,  John 
Reed,  John  Ratledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel 
Sevnllt  William  8hqraid(  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Na- 
ttianiel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Feleg  Sprague,  Richard 
Sprigg,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thom- 
son, Thomas  Tillinghast,  Jdm  E.  Van  Alen,  Pdeg 
Wadsworth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williami. 

NiTs — .\biaham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Rob't  Brown, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell,  William  Chariee  Cole  Claiborne 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton.  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  William  Fiiidley,  John 
Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gilleq)ie,  Andrew 
Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N. 
Havens,  Joseph  Hcoster,  David  Hobnaa,  Matthew  Lo^ 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nalhanid  Maeon,  Blair  McClenachan, 
Josefdi  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Tonmon  J.  Skin- 
ner, William  Snuth,  Ridurd  Stanford^  Thomas  8am- 
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tar,  Abnun  Trigg,  John  Trigg.  PhUip  Van  Cortludt, 
Jowph  B.  VuniuB.  Abraham  VenabU^  and  Sobort  WU- 
liama. 

DETACHMENT  OP  MILITJA. 

Mr.  Vahhdm  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  resolation  which  he  had  yesterday  laid  on  the 
table,  proposiae  the  appoiotment  of  a  committee 
to  briog  in  a  but  for  a  detachment  of  80,000  mili- 
tia, in  ibe  frface  of  the  law  which  expired  at  the 
close  of  the  present  sesHion. 

Mr.  Sewall  could  not  say  he  was  prepared  to 
decide  upon  this  resolution.  There  were  two  bills 
before  the  House  from  the  Senate ;  one  for  organ- 
iziog  the  Army^  the  other  for  giving  the  President 
ereotual  authority  for  raising  aa  armV)  which  he 
wished  first  to  see  decided  upon.  If  those  bills 
passed,  a  bill  of  this  kind  would  be  unnecessary. 
His  colleague  had  formerly  acknowledged  that 
this  law  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without 
expenM ;  and,  except  it  would  be  of  smne  use,  it 
would  be  nnneeessary  to  incur  that  expense. 

On  a  su^stioa  that  it  woald  be  best  to  com- 
mit the  resolution,  Mr.  Varndh  mored  to  have  it 
committed. 

Mr.  NicBoi^s  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tioDs  going  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  but  he 
thought  the  House  might  as  well  decide  upon  it 
at  present.  Gentlemen  could  as  well  show  thur 
preference  to  Tolunteer  corps  now,  as  at  any  other 
time. 

The  question  being  carried  for  a  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole, 

The  Speaker  asked  the  usual  question,  "For 
what  day  shall  it  be  made  the  order  V* 

Mr.  Otis  answered  Monday,  Mr.  Qallatin  to- 

Jkr.  Gallatin  said,  he  would  give  his  reasons 
why  he  wished  this  bnsinees  to  Iw  made  the  order 
•f  to-day.  The  present  bw  oo  this  subject  ex- 
{Rres  with  the  present  session.  He  had  himself 
expected  that  the  committee  appointed  at  the  open- 
ing  of  the  session  for  invigorating  our  measures 
of  defence,  would  have  reported  a  bill  to  continue 
In  force  the  presmt  law,  since  this  detachment  is 
organized  in  many  of  the  States,  and  ready  to 
march  at  a  moment's  notice;  but  ii  this  law  is  not 
renewed,  there  will  be  no  power  to  continue  them 
in  this  readiness.  The  bill  now  proposed,  is  no- 
thing more  than  to  continue  the  preseot  act  in 
force  for  the  ensuing  year ;  and  as  the  House  had 
only  one  week  to  sit,  if  they  mean  to  show  that 
they  place  any  reliance  upon  the  militia  of  this 
country,  it  is  high  time  the  subject  was  entered 
upon ;  if  not,  it  will  be  the  same  as  posttKnting  it 
altogether.  The  Hou^te  is  told  that  the  bills  from 
the  Senate,  respecting  a  regular  army  and  volun- 
teers ought  first  to  be  decided  upon.  'He  ^d  not 
think  ibu  necessary.  He  was  not  of  opinion  that 
our  whole  defeneedkould  depend  on  a  regular  ar- 
my. He  knew  some  gentlemen  were  more  inclined 
to  rely  upon  these  than  others;  but  he  never  yet 
beard  it  asserted  that  our  whole  reliance  ought  to 
be  put  upon  them.  Yet  this  is  the  question  be- 
fore the  House ;  and  be  thought  it  ought  to  be  im- 
nsdiately  decided. 
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Mr.  Haetley  hoped  this  subject  would  be  made 
the  order  for  Monday,  that  the  hilt  from  the  Soi- 
ate  which  proposes  the  calling  out  of  voluntea 
in  cases  of  emergency  might  first  be  considered. 

Mr.  Habpbr  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  coo- 

Sring  the  militia  with  oar  other  raeansof  defence, 
e  h«ieTed  others  to  be  more  efficacious  ;  but  he 
should  be  sorry  to  see  this  neglected.  Had  not 
the  subject  been  placed  in  a  proper  channel  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session^  he  should  himself 
have  called  it  up  before  this  time. 

Mr.  Otib  said,  he  was  in  favor  of.  going  into 
this  business  on  Monday,  in  preference  of  to-dajr, 
because,  as  his  colleague  knows,  this  measure  u 
unnecessary,  in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which 
they  came,  the  mUitia  being  always  in  a  good 
state.  He  had  no  objection,  however,  to  its  being 
taken  up  tonlay.  With  respect  to  the  Committee 
of  Defence  not  having  reported  a  bill  on  this  uib- 
ject,  be  himself  thought  it  of  no  use ;  bat  if  other 
gentlemen  wished  it,  he  had  no  particular  objectum 
to  it.  He  iK^d,  howemr,  he(tm  this  nuasiiie 
was  gone  into,  some  account  would  be  given  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  former  law  was  caniad 
into  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried  for  to-day.  And  the 
House  afterwards  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  it;  when 

Mr.  Allen  said,  he  did  not  understand  precisely 
the  purport  of  this  resolution.  He  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  as  saying,  that  it 
was  precisely  the  same  thin^  as  a  bill  to  cootiaue 
the  old  law  in  force.  He  did  not  think  that  men 
who  bad  been  draughted  under  the  present  lav, 
could  be  kept  up  longer  than  the  law  exists;  nor 
could  he  suppose  the  same  men  would  be  draughted 
under  a  new  law;  and  the  calling  together  8(^000 
other  meu  would  be  an  idle  piece  of  business,  and 
would  only  serve  to  burden  the  people.  In  the 
section  of  the  Vni<m  to  which  he  bdonged,  such 
a  detachment  is  unnecessary;  the  militia  being 
always  in  a  stale  of  readiness  to  march.  And  is 
the  States  south  of  the  Delaware,  be  believed  it 
could  have  no  good  effect,  from  the  militia  being 
generally  unarmed.  Where,  said  he,  would  be  ibe 
use  of  detaching  7,000  men  in  North  Carolina, 
when  they  have  not  70  muskets  amongst  themt 
For  bis  own  part,  he  would  rather  the  defence  (h 
country  should  rest  upon  men  who  voluntarily 
oflered  their  service.  A  great  part  of  the  mihtia 
are  laborers  and  mechanics,  and  it  would  be 
doing  them  a  favor  to  let  them  stay  at  honw- 
When  we  come  to  the  doctrine  of  requisition,  stia 
he,  men  may  be  forced  into  the  service;  hitf  be 
thought  those  who  are  willing  to  go,  should  first 
be  talen. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  vas 
certainly  as  incorrect  in  saying  that  the  militia 
service  was  coofined  to  the  poor  farmers  and  me- 
chanics, to  the  exclusion  of  the  rich,  as  be  was  in 
saying  there  are  not  more  than  70  muskets  among 
the  militia  of  North  Carolina.  In  North  Carolina 
we  have  men  in  reality ;  we  have  given  proofs  of  it, 
and  those  proofs  are  on  record.  He  did  not  know 
the  proportion  of  muskets  they  had,  bat  they  fisa 
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[H.  OPR. 


MdSeient  to  meet  ao;  attaok  tliat  could  be  made  | 
vpOD  them.   And  does  the  gentleman  from  Con- | 
necticttt  suppote  that  the  rich  will  be  the  only 
men  who  willofier  themselves  as  rolunteers  ?   He , 
believed  the  contrary  would  be  true.   It  was  well  i 
teown  that  the  rich  generally  wished  to  avoid  per- 
sonal service.   He  believed  it  would  be  proper  to 
Rly  npoo  the  whole  mass  uf  the  people,  and  not 
upon  any  particular  descripiioa  of  citizens. 

Mr.  Uatton  (the  SpeaW)  wished,  instead  of 
informing  the  House  what  the  militia  of  North 
Carolina  could  do,  the  geatleman  from  that  State 
bad  said  what  they  had  done  with  respect  to  car- 
rying into  effect  the  law  making  a  detachment  of 
W,Ow  men.  It  was  not  unusual  for  that  gentle- 
man to  rise  and  talk  in  the  same  strain  about  the 
services  of  their  militia.  He  gave  him  full  credit 
far  those  services,  (rat  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  portion  of  militia  directed  to  be  detached,  had 
been  enrolled,  and  made  ready  for  taking  the  field? 
b  his  opioion,  the  law  had  operated  unequally, 
had  been  opi^essive,  vexaiiuos,  and  expensive. 
He  looked  upoa  the  enrolment  as  a  pomptm*  md- 
iUjf.  In  the  State  from  which  he  came  the  law  had 
been  carried  into  effect,  at  a  considoitble  expense; 
in  some  States  little  ha.l  been  done  with  respect 
to  it;  in  others,  the  militia  was  not  known,  their 
names  not  even  being  on  paper.  In  other  States, 
the  milita  is  in  such  good  order,  that  nothing  was 
thought  necessary  to  put  them  in  greater  readi- 
ness. When  it  IS  seen,  therefor^  that  iu  some 
Slates  the  law  is  strictly  carried  into  execution, 
and  in  others  wholly  neglected,  he  conceived  a 
more  nneqaal  and  oppressive  law  could  not  be 
passed.  He  believed  if  gentlemen  from  the  differ- 
ent Slates  wonld  give  an  exact  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  law  had  been  observed,  the 
House  would  laugh  at  the  absordity  uf  such  a  taw. 
In  ease  of  an  invasion,  Bdr.  D.  said,  we  mast  look  (o 
the  great  body  of  the  militia,  and  not  to  a  draught 
of  tus  kind. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  he  wonld  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey.  The  enrolments  have 
been  made  in  North  Carolina.  The  nnmber  re- 
quired generally  turned  out  voluntarily,  and  all 
the  officers  were  nominated.  There  had  been  no 
lailwe  in  North  Carolina.  As  to  his  sounding 
die  praises  of  the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  he 
^onld  not  have  done  it,  had  be  out  considered 
himself  called  upon  by  the  gendeman  from  Con- 
nect icnL 

Mr.  Varhdh  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  could  consider  this  as  coniinu- 
iag  the  old  law  in  force,  or  as  intended  to  keep  the 
same  men  detached,  which  are  now  held  in  readi- 
ness. He  knew  that  the  present  law  and  the  en- 
gagements of  the  men  woiild  expire  together.  His 
mtention  was  not.  therefore  to  continue  the  old 
law,  but  to  have  a  new  law.  He  did  not  know 
how  fat  the  former  law  had  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect ;  but  it  was  considered  as  very  important  at 
a  former  session,  by  gentlemen  who  are  now  op- 
posed to  it.  In  the  State  of  Massachus<.tts,  he 
knew  the  men  were  completely  detached,  officers 
appointed,  and  the  whoie  regularly  organized. 
Tn«y  were  in  as  great  readiness  as  any  standing 
5th  CoH.— 95 


army  eoald  be,  and  could  have  been  marahed  at  a 
moment's  warning,  in  case  of  invasion,  which 
nould  not  be  the  case,  without  such  a  detachment. 
Did  the  cenileman  from-  New  Jersey  suppose, 
in  case  of  an  invasion  in  South  Carolina,  that  the 
whole  body  of  the  New  Jersey  militia  would  be 
called  upon  lo  marc)]  to  that  State  7  He  knew 
the  whole  might  be  called  upon ;  but  it  was  wdl 
to  hold  a  part  in  readiness,  in  case  of  a  sudden 
necessity. 

Mr.  Dana  knew  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  been  employed  in  real  and  import- 
ant services,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massaoho- 
setts  also ;  and  it  was  on  this  account  that  he  was 
astonished  to  hear,  when  they  were  speaking  of 
our  defence  by  militia,  that  they  should  have  omit- 
ted to  say  one  word  about  the  only  article  of  im- 
portance. They  have  told  the  House  that  the 
men  and  officers  ordered  to  be  detached  were  d^ 
signated  on  paper ;  but  have  they  said,  that  the 
men  thus  designated  were  better  armed,  equip- 
ped, or  disciplined,  than  others?  Or  that  they 
were  ever  assembled  under  their  officers  ?  Oir 
that  they  knew  each  other?  Or  that  they  could 
have  been  called  into  service  more  promptly  than 
the  other  parts  of  the  militia?  Consider,  said 
Mr.  D.,  if  these  men  were  to  be  called  upon,  how 
many  vacancies  there  would  be,  owing  to  the  con- 
tmual  moving  of  the  people  from  one  place  to 
soother.  If  these  men  are  not  belter  disciplined 
and  equipped  than  the  rest  of  the  militia,  (and  when 
they  are  called  together  they  are  strangers  to  each 
other.)  gentlemen  must  know  that  this  detachment 
deserves  the  epithet  applied  to  it  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  of  a  pompous  nullity-  Indeed, 
he  considered  it  as  far  worse  than  a  nnUiiy.  The 
observations  of  tbesenttemau  from  Massachusetts 

S roved,  that  the»e  detachments  prevent  the  great 
Ddy  of  the  militia  from  holding  themselves  iu  a 
state  of  preparednessj  and  that  it  therefore  redueea 
the  efficacy  of  the  roiiitia  ;  and  if.  said  he,  we  go 
on  with  this  paper  system,  the  bill  ought  to  be  eur 
titled,  "  a  bill  lo  reduce  the  efficacy  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  the  objections  to  this  mea- 
sure were  of  two  kinds.  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  seems  to  think,  that  the  making  of  a 
detachment  of  militia,  in  the  way  proposed,  would 
lessen  our  dependence  upon  the  main  body  ;  and 
another  gentleman  from  the  same  State,  speaking 
of  these  detachments,  gave  them  the  name  of  re- 
quisitions, in  imitation  of  another  country,  forget- 
ting that  we  had  originally  set  the  example  of  uius 
calling  out  the  force  of  the  country. 

The  question  now  before  the  House,  said  Mr. 
O.,  is  fairiy  this :  Whether  any  d^ndence  can 
be  placed  on  our  militia,  as  an  effectual  guard 
against  invasion,  or  whether  we  ought  to  rely 
upon  a  different  kind  of  force?  And  all  the  ar- 
guments of  gentlemen  tend  to  show,  that  no  de- 
pendence  ouffht  to  be  placed  upoo  the  militia ;  ibey 
are  said  to  be  disorganized,  disarmed,  and  undis- 
ciplined, that  all  dependence  upon  them  will  prove 
delusive  and  ineffectual;  and  that,  therefore,  re- 
liance roust  be  had  upon  other  resources.  What 
these  are,  has  been  pointed  out  in  a  plain  way. 
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It  basbeoi  said,  that  the  bill  from  ibe  Senate,  pro- 
Tidiog  for  an  eventual  army,  and  for  giving  power 
totbe  President  to  convert  our  oiiUtia  into  volun- 
teers, to  be  officered  by  him,  instead  of  the  Exeeu- 
tires  of  the  seTeral  States,  would  give  us  the  kind 
of  force  we  wanted. 

In  order  to  render  this  project  popular,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  says,  that  the  draughting 
^  the  militia  is  vexatious  and  troublesome ;  that 
it  lies  heavy  on  particular  classes  of  the  commu- 
sity,  viz:  on  farmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers, 
whilst  the  more  wealtoy  are  excused.  However 
novel  this  doctrine  appeared,  he  believed  it  was  a 
favorite  with  those  gentlemen  who  have  at  all 
times  been  for  increasing  our  Military  Establish- 
ment. Nor  was  it  surprising,  that  gentlemen  of 
(hi*  description  hhould  represent  detachments  of 
die  militia  as  inrflcacious,  expensive,  and  vexa- 
tiotM.  Let  them  only  succeed  in  establishing  the 
opinion,  that  to  be  a  militia-man  is  a  mere  duty, 
and  not  a  right;  thtit  it  is  a  heavy  duty,  from  whicn 
they  might  easily  be  rdieved,  in  the  first  place  by 
Ttrfunteer  corps,  in  the  next  by  regular  troops. 
Let  gentlemen  succeed  in  this,  ana  they  will, 
in  a  shcwt  time,  introduce  a  standing  army  as  a 
Mibititute  for  the  militia.  So  far  as  it  may  be 
^ugbt  prudent  to  avow  the  doctrine,  it  has  been 
arowed  on  this  floor. 

Id  the  first  place,  this  detachment  has  been  called 
inefficaciou;4,  because,  if  an  invasion  takes  place,  our 
defence  would  out  rest  upon  a  small  budy  of  the 
militia,  but  upon  ihewhole.  Mr.  G.  observed,  that, 
in  case  of  in  vasion.  80.000  men  wuuld  be  no  incon- 
siderable force.  It  might  be  expected,  however, 
that  a  great  part  or  the  whole  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  where  the  invanion  ithoald  take  place  might 
be  called  upon,  and  that  the  detachments  in  the 
more  distant  States  might  not  be  called  upon.  In 
ease  of  an  invasion  in  one  of  the  Southern  States, 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  Pennsylvania  should 
•end  more  than  11,000,  or  New  Jersey,  4,000  men, 
which  is  their  proportion  of  the  80,000  men,  to 
that  part  of  the  Union.  But,  if  there  was  any  ob- 
jection to  the  number,  it  might  be  incre^d. 

In  the  next  place,  it  was  said,  we  had  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  former  law 
had  been  carried  into  effect.  He  knew  the  law 
had  been  carried  into  effect  in  this  State.  In  the 
put  of  the  country  where  he  lived,  he  knew  that 
indepeodem  corps  had  off^ed  their  services,  and 
formed  two-thirds  of  the  whole  quota,  and  the  rest 
were  supplied,  Mmetimes  with  and  sometimes 
without  having  recourse  to  a  dnngbt.  Id  other 
parts,  draughts  had  taken  place  with  little  trouble, 
and  without  expense. 

This  law,  Mr.  Q.  said,  went  not  onlv  to  organ- 
ize, but  to  arm  and  equin.  How  far  ine  different 
States  had  carried  it  fully  into  effect,  he  could  not 
say,  nor  whether  they  had  taken  means  to  supply 
themselves  with  arms.  In  this  State,  they  have 
appropriated  for  20,000  stand  of  arras;  10,000  of 
which  are  contracted  for,  and  many  of  them  de- 
livered. In  many  instaoces,  the  men,  being  desig- 
nated, have  procured  arms  for  themselves,  and 
militia  volunteers  must  have  arms,  before  they  are 
admitted. 
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Mr.  G.  conceived  the  question  clearly  to  be, 
whether  this  detachment  shall  be  made,  or  75,000 
volunteers  and  the  eventual  army  shall  be  relied 
upon  in  their  place?  And  for  himself  he  bad  ae 
hesitation  in  making  a  choice.  If  he  had  nootbei 
reason,  he  should  choose  militia  because  they  ate 
certain,  whereas  the  others  will  depend  on  voloa- 
tary  enlistment.  We  know,  said  he,  the  number 
of  volunteers  which  have  already  offered  their  set- 
vice,  and  also  the  namber  of  men  ealistedioto  the 
regular  arm^.  We  also  know  that  until  the  dan- 
ger  of  war  la  imminent,  men  who  would  be  vil- 
Fing  to  serve  their  country  io  the  hour  of  danger, 
will  not  enter  into  the  service.  Elntbusiasm  us 
already  gone  as  &r  as  we  can  expect  it.  Thealun 
of  war  which  has  for  some  time  existed,  is  new 
subsided;  and, except  it  we» renewed, he not 
expect  many  soldiers  would  be  goL  He  thooght 
it  would  be  wise  and  proper,  therefore,  to  tgtetta 
this  proposition.  Indeed,  it  was  attended  with  >o 
tittle  expense,  that  heshoold  notob^t  toils  beiag 
a  permanent  provision  in  our  militia  law. 

Mr.  W.  Claibornb  observed,  that  the  meanue 
upon  the  table  had  been  called  a  pompous  anility. 
I  am  afraid,  said  he,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  who  thus  terms  a  detachment  of  80,000 
militia  of  the  country,  is  not  witling  duly  to  ap- 
preciate the  services  of  our  militia.  He  was  him' 
self  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  strong  measure  of  d^ 
fence,  in  his  mind,  more  security  might  he  plaKd 
upon  it,  than  upon  a  standing  army,  or  voiuoteeit, 
on  which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  wish  enlirdf 
to  rely.  He  thought  it  high  time  to  give  IM 
militia  of  the  coonbry  some  encoarag«nent;  ud 
no  greater  stimulus  could  be  affonled  tint  M 
commit  a  part  of  the  honor  of  defending  their 
country  to  their  charge.  This  resolniion  goes  m 
farther;  it  goes  only  to  rally  round  the  staadtrl 
of  Government,  when  danger  shall  apiffoachit.t 
large  detachment  of  militia ;  and  can  any  BCDlIt' 
man,  who  is  a  friend  to  the  great  bulwark  (rf  i 
free  country,  a  militia,  say,  that  this  measure  jaan 
improper  one?  He  wished  he  had  heard  a  diffid- 
ent appellation  given  to  it.  If  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  bad  been  acquainted  with  the  mililkfT 
spirit  of  every  State  of  the  Union,  be  would  ntf 
have  hazarded  the  appellation  he  had  given  Ui 
them.  How  far  (he  militiaof  New  Jersey  deserv- 
ed it,  it  was  for  himself  to  judge ;  but  if  he  e««U 
take  a  view  of  the  militia  m  his  State,  he  weoU 
not  ffive  them  this  name.  He  did  not  know  tbM 
the  law  had  been  strictly  complied  with ;  iHit  if  it 
had  not,  it  was  an  additional  reason  for  dieUw 
proposed,  in  which  ought  to  be  introdnoed  neb 
regulations  as  will  insure  a  eom|^iance  with  it  io 
future. 

In  the  State  which  he  represented,  Mr.  C.  said, 
the  mititia  law  had  expired,  and  no  power  was 
vested  in  the  Governor  to  have  the  men  directed  is 
be  detached,  draughted ;  but,  the  moment  the  OqT' 
ernor  signified  this  to  he  the  fact,  he  had  the  pica- 
sore  to  say,  that  volunteers,  more  than  the  number 
wanted,  offered  their  service.  One  whole  ngi- 
ment  of  cavalry  directed  their  Colonel  to  intotm 
the  Governor,  that  they  were  ready  to  obe^^ 
call  of  their  coonlry ;  and  this  regiment,  he  veoU 
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Bay,  was  as  well  disciplined  as  aor  caratry  militia 
in  the  Uoton.  If  the  genllemaD  from  New  Jersey 
oould  comimiDd  these  troops,  he  would  not  say 
they  were  a  pompous  ouUtty.  [The  ChairmaD 
said,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  applied  that 
term  to  the  detachments  ordered  by  the  present 
law,  and  not  to  the  militia  at  large.}  Mr.  G.  said, 
ke  ondoBtood  the  gentleman  as  saying,  that  the 
part  o{  the  militia  proposed  to  be  called  out  by  the 
Ksolotion  on  the  table,  was  a  pompous  nullity ;  and 
he  ilioaght  himself  correct  in  shovring  that  it  did 
DOC  deserve  that  appellatioo.  He  trusted  a  ma- 
iority  of  this  House  would  also  confirm  hisopiaion, 
Djr  tgnaog  to  the  resolution. 

Bfr.  Sbwall  said,  it  was  an  uaeandid  represen- 
tation to  say,  that  those  who  opposed  this  reso- 
lution, do  not  rely  upon  the  militia.  He  took  it 
they  did  rely  upon  them,  and  did  not  wish  to  lessen 
their  number.  He  thought,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  that  it  would  be  a  law  to  re- 
d«ee  the  number  of  the  militia.  The  whole  body 
of  our  militia  ought  always  to  be  well  disciplined, 
and  in  readiness;  and  this,  directing  only  60,000 
to  be  so  held,  of  course  lessens  instud  of  increas- 
inc  the  force  of  the  militia. 

Bat  if  a  detacbment  of  this  kind  is  objection- 
dde  in  this  point  of  view,  it  is  still  further  objec- 
tionmble  from  its  being  unequal  in  its  operation. 
It  is  well  known,  that  in  many  pa  rts  of  the  Union, 
the  detachments  are  never  made ;  and  in  others, 
thu  great  complaints  are  made  by  the  people, 
who  say  that  they  have  no  more  time  to  give  to 
^  couDtry  than  others.  The  consequence  of 
these  comiuaiots  had  been,  that  those  not  detached 
bed  contribnted  to  pay  those  that  were,  for  their 
trouble  and  loss  of  time.  In  consequence  of  this 
oppressive  operation,  no  detachments  had  been 
made  in  consequence  of  the  law  ol  1797,  except 

Xn  {Mper,  which  had  therefore  produced  no 
:r  effect  than  to  derange  the  ordinary  arrange- 
mMits  of  the  militia.  Mr.  S.  believed,  therefore, 
thet  the  militia  would  be  a  better  defence  with- 
oot  this  law  than  with  it. 

Bfr.  Habpu  was  sorry  to  see  any  eomparisons 
introduced  in  this  House  between  the  different 
kinds  of  force  which  we  possess.  He  believed, 
in  tine  of  daagnr,  all  oar  force  would  be  neces- 
mry.  He  did  not  wish  to  examine  the  question 
wiwther  militia  volunteers,  or  a  standing  army, 
•wen  the  best  kind  of  defence.  He  thought  it 
wbdtnmto  combine  them  all;  we  had  heretofore 
done  so,andhe  hoped  would  continuetodoso.  He 
admitted  that  this  was  a  detachment  of  militia  on 
paoer,  rather  than  in  reality,  but  it  does  not  re- 
MiK  that  they  are  of  no  effect.  As  to  the  trouble 
attending  the  carrying  into  effect  such  a  law,  it 
has  already  been  incurred.  He  hoped  this  meas- 
we  would  be  continued ;  he  was  against  discoa- 
tiBuing  any  of  our  means  of  defence.  Though 
the  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened  may 
Mt  be  very  imminent,  yet,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
by  no  means  diminished ;  and  he  hoped  no  meas- 
ure of  defence  would  be  relinquishea. 

Mr.  NionoLA,«  bdUered,  it  was  imposnble  not 
teseo^  from  the  use  made  of  the  comparisons  in* 
mdoead  beiweea  the  n^itia  and  regular  array, 
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to  the  disadvautafeof  the  former,  that  gentlemen 
wish  to  rely  wholly  upon  a  regular  force  for  de- 
fence. It  is  said,  the  House  does  not  know  whe- 
ther the  former  law  was  carried  into  effect.  Sup- 
posing it  bad  not,  this  was  not  a  reason  against 
passing  the  law,  but  to  shew  the  necessity  of 
making  it  more  effectual.  How  is  the  militia 
ever  to  be  called  into  service^  if  Congress  will  not 
provide  laws  to  |dace  them  in  detachments  ?  And 
ought  they  to  wait  for  itenger  before  this  is  done  ? 
But  Mr.  H.  doubted  the  &ct  as  to  the  former  law 
not  having  been  carried  into  effect.  He  couU 
not  say  it  hsd  been  observed  in  every  part  of  the 
country  from  which  he  came ;  but  he  knew  this 
was  the  case  in  some  parts.  Nor  could  it  be  ex- 
pected that  members  could  give  complete  infor- 
mation on  this  subject ;  it  ought  to  be  knowo  in 
the  War  Department  what  had  been  done  in  this 
respect. 

But  the  House  had  been  told,  that  this  was  an 
expensive  operation.  If  be  understood  the  law, 
there  was  no  expense  attending  it.  Nothing  is 
said  about  discipline,  but  merely  of  organization. 
If  some  parts  of^  the  Union  have  proceeded  todiv 
ciplincjjt  was  more  than  was  contemplated  by  the 
law.  There  was  no  farther  expense  than  attend- 
ed the  calling  of  nny  portion  of  the  militia  to- 

S ether.  This  most  always  be  incurred ;  and  gen- 
emen  who  use  this  argument  must  mean  that 
the  militia  should  never  oe  employed  ;  and  as  to 
the  argument  that  this  service  bears  hard  npcm 
farmers  and  mechanics,  it  is  certainly  foundea  fn 
deception,  and  explains  itself.  Gentlemen  either 
mean  to  sul»iitute  a  regular  force,  or  a  volunteer 
force,  which  is  to  put  down  the  militia,  and  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  the  Constitution  is  destroy- 
ed in  one  of  its  most  material  parts.  He  had  not 
heard  a  single  objection  against  this  measure, 
which  did  not  go  against  ever  employing  the  mi- 
litia at  all. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  not  convinced  of  the  great 
futility  of  this  law.  It  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  those  men  who  have  already  been  detached, 
have  done  their  duty  as  completely  as  if  they  had 
be«i  called  into  the  field,  and  if  this  law  passes, 
other  men  must  be  detached.  The  law  passed  in 
1794,  on  this  subject,  was  not  executed  in  Mary- 
land ;  but  that  passed  in  1797,  was  carried  into  ef- 
fect, and  the  men,  though  not  called  from  their 
homes,  were  held  ready  for  service. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  should  not  have  been  much  in 
favor  of  this  law,  but  from  the  recent  appoint- 
ment, which  gave  us  an  appearance  of  peace ;  and 
he  thought  a  departure  from  any  branch  of  the 
system  of  defence  which  had  been  adopted  would 
be  improper.  Believingashe  did,  that  the  strong 
measures  of  defence  which  this  Qovernment  had 
taken,  had  been  the  means  of  producing  this 
change  in  the  conduct  of  France,  he  should  give 
this  law  his  vote,  though  it  may  not  have  allthe 
effect  which  some  gentlemen  suppose. 

It  must  be  known,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  militia 
are  obliged  to  do  their  dvty  when  called  upon, 
and  thnt  thi^samerednught  in caseof  necessity. 
With  respect  to  the  Stale  to  which  he  belonged,  he 
felt  less  on  accotmtof  it  than  osoal;  theSute  har- 
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ing  passed  an  ezcelleni  miliiia  law;  a  law  which 
pror  idei  a  select  corps  of  young  men  from  tweniy- 
one  to  thirty,  who  are  equipped  by  the  Slate. 
The  division  to  which  he  belonged,  had  all  volun- 
tarily offered  their  service  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  ID  case  of  necessity,  and  be  did  not  be- 
lieve if  this  law  passed  that  there  would  be  any 
occasion  for  a  draught  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Mr.  Datton  utia,  he  did  notintermpt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  in  bis  gross  miarepreseDt- 
atioa  of  what  he  had  said ;  wcaase  be  did  not 
wish  to  break  that  ^ntleman's  florid  language ; 
not  because  he  considered  it  as  made  up  of  pom- 
pons nultittes,  but  of  pompma  falgehoods.  He 
kaew,  in  many  cases,  rhetorical  floarishes  must 
be  endured,  or  the  oratory  of  some  gentlemen 
would  be  at  an  end.  Though  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  make  further  remarks  upon  what  fell 
from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he  must  be 
indulged  with  a  few  remarks  on  what  was  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Peonsylrania,  whom  he  con- 
sidered as  his  JUe-leader. 

That  gentleman  had  ascribed  to  himadistrust — 
an  avowed  distrust,  in  the  services  of  the  mi- 
litia of  this  country.  Every  gentleman  who  heard 
him  would  bear  him  witness  that  he  had  always 
had  confldeuue  in  the  great  body  of  the  militia. 
He  had  said,  that  whenever  an  invasion  shall 
take  place,  the  whole  or  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  militia  would  necesiarily  be  called  out.  He 
believed,  with  the  gintleman  from  Connecticut, 
that  80,000  men  might  be  scKiner  drawn  from  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia,  than  by  meann  of  the 
proposed  detachment ;  as  had  been  observed,  when 
the  detached  men  were  called  upon,  a  great  part 
of  thero  would  not  be  found.  He  appealed  to 
gentlemen  whether  a  fifth  or  a  sixth  part  of  the 
quota  of  some  of  the  States  of  these  80,000  men 
might  not  be  expected,  when  called  for,  to  be  fish- 
ing fur  cod  or  catching  whales ;  and  it  would,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  the  same  with  respect  to  other 
State?,  in  consequence  of  the  constant  removal 
which  takes  place  from  one  State  to  another. 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  relied  much  more  on  the  power 

Sven  to  the  President,  whenever  the  country  is 
danger,  to  call  out  such  number  of  the  militia 
as  he  may  think  necessary,  to  repel  invasion,  than 
upon  any  detaebment  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  D.  said  h«  had  called  these  detachments  a 
pompous  nullity;  because  the  officers  and  men 
bad  never  seen,  nor  ever  would  see  each  other ; 
because,  in  many  of  the  States^  not  even  their 
names  were  upon  paper;  while  in  other  parts  of 
the  Union,  considerable  expense  had  been  incurred, 
and,  in  some  instances,  men  who  could  not  conve- 
niently perform  the  service  themselves,  had  hired 
substitutes.  In  privateinquiries  of  different  mem- 
bers, he  found  thai  in  some  parts  no  step  had 
been  taken  towards  carrying  the  law  into  effect. 
He  bad,  therefore,  said  that  a  law  of  this  kind 
was  oppressive,  vexatious,  unequal,  and  ineffica- 
cious. He  added,  also,  and  he  would  repeat  it, 
that  it  brought  the  body  of  the  militia  to  rely  upon 
these  detachmenis ;  and  caused  the  State  Legisla- 
tures and  officers  to  be  more  attentire  to  the  arm- 
ing  aud  equipping  of  the  whole  of  the  miliiia. 
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\  Mr.  W.  Claibobice  said  be  was  indebted  to  tbe 
'  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  for  the  complimoit 
I  he  had  paid  him  with  respect  to  bis  talents;  and, 

in  return,  he  would  inform  that  gentleman  that 

he  was  always  well  pleased  to  hear  his  etoqaent 

and  energetic  speeches. 
Mr.  C.  should  not,  however,  have  risen,  bat  to 

have  noticed  one  expression  which  fell  from  tbat 

?:entleman,  which  wastheealliDiF"the gentleman 
irom  Pennsylrania  bis  (Mr.  C's)  leader." 
Mr.  C.  said  be  would  inform  the  gentleman  ftoni 
Jersey,  that  if  be  meant  to  etrnvey  the  most  ie> 
mote  idea  that  he  was  led  by  tbat  gientleman  uy 
further  than  by  the  weight  of  his  reasonings,  he 
had  done  him  great  tnjnstice.  Mr.  G.  knew  be 
had  not  been  aecnstomed  to  command  in  a  private 
station,  much  less  in  a  public  station;  but^ifhe 
could  be  dictated  to  in  the  performance  of  his  pub- 
lic doty,  by  any  other  view  than  the  good  of  kis 
country,  he  should  disdain  his  own  soul. 

Since  the  gentleman  from  Jersey  bad  explain- 
ed, he  believed  be  had  used  the  expression  of 
pompous  nullity  improperly  ;  thinking  so,  he  made 
the  confession.  But  he  was  himself  lar  from  con- 
sidering this  measure  as  a  pompous  nullity.  He 
believ^  the  Govarnmeut  of  this  country  had  here- 
tofore had  recourse  to  pompou-s  nullities.  He  look- 
ed upon  the  provisional  army  of  this  description, 
and  upon  the  proposed  erentaal  army  as  of  the 
same  description,  though  be  had  no  doubt,  if  ea^ 
ried  into  enect,  they  would  each  of  them  prove 
energetic  measures. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said  the  making  of  these  de- 
tachments were  attended  with  considerable  ex-  I 
pense,  without  being  of  any  use.    The  detach-  I 
raenis  ordered  in  1794  not  having  been  called  I 
upon,  in  1797  the  number  of  men  voluntarily  of-  I 
fered  themselves.    This  was  the  case  in  tbe  bri-  I 
gade  which  he  commanded ;  but,  if  these  men  j 
were  called  upon,  what  reliance  could  be  had 
upon  them,  having  offered  iheir  services  under 
such  circumstances  1   If  immediate  service  was 
wanted  from  the  militia,  no  better  troops  could  be 
had;  but  they  never  could  be  kept  together  more 
than  two  or  three  weeks.   If  this  detachment 
was  ordered,  be  supposed  men  wonid  again  be 
ready  to  o&r  their  services,  under  an  idea  tbat  dielr 
serriees  would  never  be  wanted.  I 

Mr.  T.  Claibobub  observed,  if  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  last  up  meant  anything,  they  vent 
to  say  that  tbe  framers  of  tbe  Constitution  did  not 
know  what  would  be  the  proper  defence  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  Venable  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  somewhat  mistaken  with  respect  tothe 
brigade  which  he  commanded.  The  gentleman 
had  heretofore  been  loud  in  their  praises;  but  now 
he  says  they  would  not  have  offered  their  services, 
if  they  had  expected  to  be  called  upon;  and  that, 
if  they  had  any  apprehension  of  being  called  into 
service,  they  would  not  again  come  forward.  He 
did  not  think  his  brigade  would  thank  their  Gen- 
eral for  giving  this  cnaracter  of  them. 

Mr.  V.  hoped  the  gentleman  was  mistakn  in 
another  respect.  It  was  said  tbat  whenever  en 
invasion  lakes  place,  it  will  btf  aecessary  for  d» 
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milUia  to  tarn  out  to  mass.  Thb  majr  be  the 
case,  in  the  pans  where  the  iovasioii  happens ;  to 
which  this  oetacbmeDt  will  be  do  hindrance.  And 
wheQever  the  mititia  shall  be  called  out,  he  had 
no  doabt  they  would  be  kept  together  fire  or  six 
weeks,  without  dlflSculty. 

Mr.  Williams  explained. 

The  resolution  was  then  finally  agreed  to — 48 
to  40;  and  Messrs.  Varhoh,  McDowell,  and 
Harper,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a 
bill  in  pursuance  of  it. 


Monday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Qrboo  presented  two  petittoos  praying  for 
a  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  the  one 
from  Cumberland  county,  signed  by  370  persons ; 
the  other  from  MiflBia  county,  in  Pennsylvania, 
aicned  by  314  peniODs. 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  another  petition  of  the 
same  kind  from  Cheater  county,  sij^ed  by  -098 
persons. 

Mr.  LtviNOSTON:  one  of  a  similar  nature,  signed 
by  2,500  citizens  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Hgister  :  one  of  the  same  kind,  from  1,400 
inhabitants  of  Berks  county. 

Mr.  Bayabd  :  one  from  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
castle county,  State  of  Delaware,  signed  by  be- 
tween 700  and  800  persons. 

Mr.  Batard  and  Mr.  Brown  each  of  them  pre- 
aented  petitions  to  the  same  effect,  signed  by  a 
amall  Dumber  of  persons. 

The  whole  were  referred  as  usual. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Litinqston,  the  petition 
imaeDted  some  dan  ago  from  a  numbev  of  alien 
Irishmen  against  tne  ataen  Ull,  was  also  referred— 
44  to  35. 

The  two  following  bills  were  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed,  viz:  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
erection  of  a  iK^con  on  Boon  Island,  and  a  bill 
for  the  gorernment  of  the  Nary  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  year  1799 ;  which  was  commitied. 

Mr.  Varnom  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  committed. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ooodbich,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
«  select  committer  on  the  petitions  praying  for  a 
repeal  of  the  alien  and  aediiion  laws;  which 
was  read  by  the  Chairman,  as  follows: 
TIm  eomiBhtae  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials 
of  nndij  inhabitants  of  the  connties  of  Bufiblk  and 
Queen,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York;  of  E§mx  countf, 
in  New  Jeiaey ;  of  the  eouoties  of  Philadelphia,  York, 
NorUiampton,  Miilin,  Daophin,  Wsshington,  and 
Ctunbflriand.  in  Peuiuytvania ;  and  of  the  county  of 
Amelia,  in  Vti^^nia ;  compUlning  of  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  concerniiv  aHsiM,"  and  odmr  hte  ants  of 
CongiMi,  sobmit  the  following  lepoit: 
It  is  the  professed  object  of  those  petitions  to  sriidt 
a  repeal  of  two  acts  passed  during  Uie  bat  ssswon  of 


Congress,  the  one  "  An  act  conceming  aliens,"  the 
other  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  punish- 
ment  of  certain  crimes  spinet  the  United  States,"  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  onconstitutional,  oppresnve, 
and  impolitic 

The  committee  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  notice, 
that  the  prindpal  measures  hitherto  adopted  for  repell- 
ing the  anramons  and  hjsntte  of  France  have  not  e»> 
caped  animadTerston. 

Complaints  are  particnlarly  directed  against  the  laws 
providing  a  Navy— fbr  augmenting  the  Anny — author^ 
mng  a  provisiuial  anny  and  corps  of  volDnteers — -for 
laying  a  duty  on  stamped  vellnm,  parchment,  and  pa- 
per— assessing  and  collecting  direct  taxes — and  snthor- 
ning  loans  for  the  public  service. 

With  these  topics  of  complaint,  in  some  of  the  peti- 
tions, are  intermingled  invectives  against  the  poUqr  of 
the  Government  from  an  early  period,  and  insinuations 
derogatoiy  to  the  duuracter  of  the  LegislatDre  and  of 
the  AdmtnistratiiMi. 

While  {he  committee  regret  that  the  public  coundls 
shonldever  be  invited  to  listen  to  other  than  expressions 
of  respect,  they  tmst  that  tbey  have  impartially  consider- 
ed the  qnestions  referred  to  their  examination,snd  formed 
their  opinions  on  a  just  appredation  of  their  merits, 
with  a  due  regard  to  Uie  authority  of  Oovernment,  and 
the  dispssaionate  judgment  of  the  American  people. 

The  act  eniceming  aBena,  and  the  aet  in  addition  to 
the  aet  entitled  an  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes,  shall  be  6rst  considered. 

Their  oonstitntionality  is  impeadked.  It  is  contended 
that  Congress  have  no  power  to  pass  a  law  for  remov- 
ing aliens. 

To  this  it  is  answered,  that  the  asylum  given  by  a 
nation  to  foreigners,  is  mere  matter  of  favor,  re- 
somable  at  the  public  will.  On  this  point,  abundant 
aothoiitiea  might  be  adduced,  bvt  the  emnmon  ^metiee 
ofnatuHU  attests  the  princ^ile. 

The  ^^t  cf  removing  aUens,  as  an  incident  to  the 
power  of  war  and  peace,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
Constitution,  belongs  to  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
Statea.  By  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  Congress  is  required  to  protect  each 
State  from  invasion,  and  is  vested  by  the  eighth  section 
of  the  6ftb  srtide,  with  power  to  make  sU  laws,  which 
shall  be  proper  to  cany  into  effect  aH  powers  vested  by 
the  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  depanment,  or  offieer  thereitf;  and  to 
remove  from  the  country,  in  times  of  hoetOity,  dan- 
geiona  aliens,  who  may  be  employed  in  jw^iaring  the 
way  for  invadon,  is  a  measure  necessary  for  the  par* 
pose  of  preventing  invasion,  and  <^  course  a  measure 
that  Congress  is  empowered  to  adopt 

The  act  is  said  to  be  onoonstitutional,  because  to  re- 
mote aliens  is  a  direct  breach  of  the  Constitution, 
which  provides,  *■  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  sr- 
tide, that  the  migration  or  importation  <rf  such  persona 
as  any  of  the  Statea  shall  think  to  admit,  diall 

not  be  prohibited  1^  the  Congiess  prior  to  the  year 

To  this  it  is  answered,  first,  that  this  section  in  the 
Constitution  was  enacted  solely  in  order  to  prevent 
Congress  from  prohibiting,  until  after  a  fit  period,  the 
importation  of  slaves,  which  appears  &om  two  con- 
siderations. First,  that  the  restnction  is  confined  to  the 
Statea  which  were  in  existence  at  the  time  of  establish- 
ing the  Constitution  ;  and,  secondly,  that  it  is  to  con- 
tinue only  twenty  years,  for  ndther  of  which  modifica- 
tions could  there  have  been  the  least  reason,  had  the 
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TMtrictiosB  been  intended  to  Kpply,  not  to  ilavei  parti- 
cularly, but  to  all  emigrants  in  general. 

Secondly.  It  is  answered,  tbat  to  prevent  emigration 
in  general,  ia  •  Teiy  different  thing  frnoB  aending  oS, 
after  their  arrival,  audi  emigranta  aa  might  aboae  the 
indulgence,  by  rendering  themaelvea  dangerona  to  the 
peace  or  aaiety  of  the  country,  and  that  if  the  Consti- 
tution in  this  particular  should  be  bo  conatnied,  it 
would  prevent  Congress  from  driving  a  body  of  armed 
men  firom  this  country,  who  might  land  with  views 
evidently  hostile. 

Thirdly.  That  as  the  ConstitulieD  has  given  to  the 
States  no  power  to  remove  aliens  during  Uie  period  of 
the  limitation  under  consideratioD,  in  the  meantime  on 
the  construction  assumed,  there  would  be  no  autbori^ 
ill  the  country  empoweted  to  send  away  dangerous 
aliena,  which  cannot  be  admitted ;  and  that  on  a  sap- 
position  the  aforesaid  restrictive  clause  included  every 
oescription  of  emigiyoits,  the  different  sections  must  re-, 
ceive  such  a  construction  as  shall  reconcile  them  with 
each  other;  end  acctwding  to  a  fair  interpretation  of 
the  difierent  parts  of  the  Constitution,  the  section  can- 
not be  considered  as  restrictive  on  the  power  of  Con- 
VMB  to  aeud  away  dangerons  fotugnere  in  timea  of 
uueatened  or  actual  hostility.  And  though  the  United 
States,  at  the  time  of  peaaiBg  this  act,  were  not  in  a 
state  of  declared  war,  they  were  in  a  state  ef  partial 
hostility,  and  had  the  power,  by  law,  to  provide,  as  by 
this  act  they  have  done,  for  removing  dangerous  aliens. 

This  law  is  said  to  violate  that  part  of  the  Constitn- 
tion  which  provides  Out  the  trial  oi  all  crimes,  except 
in  cases  of  impeachment,  aball  beby  jury ;  wbweastlua 
act  invests  the  President  mth  power  to  send  away 
aliaiia  «n  his  own  sumdon,  and  thus  to  inflict  puniab- 
ment  without  trial  juy. 

It  is  ansareied  in  first  place,  that  the  Constita- 
tion  was  made  for  citisens,  not  for  aliens,  who  of  con- 
■eqaence  have  no  rights  under  it,  bat  remain  in  the 
eouniry  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  not  as 
matter  of  right,  but  merdy  as  matttt  of  favor  and  per- 
mission, which  favor  and  pennissioD  may  be  withdrawn 
whenever  the  Go«erum«it  charged  with  the  general 
welfore  shall  jodge  their  Author  continuance  dan- 
gcnnia. 

It  is  answered  in  the  seotmdpkoe,  that  tlwivoviMons 
in  the  Constitution  rdative  to  prsssntmemt  and  trial  at 
gttuncw  by  juries,  do  not  apply  to  the  revoeation  of  su 
•^um  given  to  aliens.  Those  provinons  solely  resfwet 
cnmes,  and  the  alien  mi^  be  temoved  without  having 
committed  any  oflence,  merely  from  motives  of  pol»7 
or  security.  The  ctliun,  being  a  member  of  the  so* 
cie^ihaa  a  right  to  remain  in  the  country,  of  which  he 
■cannot  be  disfranchised,  except  for  oflnioes  first  asoer- 
tained,  on  presentment  and  trial  by  jtuy. 

It  is  answetred,  thirdly,  that  the  removal  of  aliens, 
though  it  nwy  be  inconvenient  to  them,  cannot  be  eon- 
ddered  aa  a  punishment  inOieted  for  ao  ofience,  but,  as 
h(^bre  remarked,  merely  the  removal  from  motives  of 
general  safety,  of  an  indnlgenoe  whieh  theie  is  danger 
of  their  abusing,  and  whidiwe  are  in  no  manner  bourul 
to  grant  or  continue. 

The  "  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  fia 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States"  eommmW  called  the  sedition  act,  contains  ptx>- 
vidmis  erf  a  twofold  nature ;  fint,  against  seditious  acts, 
ud,  second,  against  libellous  and  seditious  writings. 
The  first  have  never  been  comphuned  o(  nor  has  any 
otnection  been  made  to  its  validi^.  The  otyeetion  w- 
pfiaa  solely  to  the  second ;  and  on  the  gnrnnd, » the 


first  place,  that  Congress  have  no  power  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  psBfl  any  act  for  puoisbing  libels,  no  su<A 
power  being  expmsly  given,  and  all  powers  not  given 
to  Congress,  bemg  reswved  to  the 'States  respectively, 
or  the  people  thereof. 

To  tfiis  olgection  H  is  answered,  diat  a  taw  to  pnnidi 
fidse,  scandsJons,  and  malicious  writinga  i^nst  tiw 
Government,  with  intent  to  stir  up  sedition,  is  a  law  ne> 
cessary  for  carrying  into  efifect  the  power  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  Statss, 
and  in  the  departments  and  officers  thereof,  and,  conse- 
quently, such  a  law  as  Congress  may  pass ;  because  thv 
direct  tendency  of  such  writingB  is  to  obebruct  the  acts 
of  the  Government  by  exdting  opposition  to  them,  ta 
endanger  its  existence  by  rendering  it  odious  and  caor 
temptiUe  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  to  produce  se- 
ditious combinations  against  the  laws,  the  power  to 
punish  which  has  never  been  questioned  ;  becanee  H 
would  be  manifestly  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  (iovera- 
ment  might  punish  sedition,  and  yet  be  void  of  povrer 
to  prevmt  it  by  punishing  those  acts  which  ^ainly 
and  necessarily  lead  to  it ;  and,  because,  unoier  the 
general  power  to  make  all  laws  proper  and  necessaiy 
fiv  carrying  into  eflbct  the  powers  vasted  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress has  passed  many  laws  for  which  no  expreas  pn>- 
viflon  can  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  the  con- 
stitutionality of  which  has  never  been  questioned,  sndi 
as  the  first  section  of  the  act  now  under  consideratioii 
for  punishing  seditious  combinations;  the  act  passed 
during  the  present  sesrion,  for  punishing  persons  who, 
vrithout  autbori^  from  the  Government,  shall  cany  on 
any  correspondence  rriative  to  foreign  a&irs  with  any 
foreign  Government ;  the  act  for  the  punishment  oi  obt' 
tain  crimes  .against  the  United  States,  which  definsa 
and  pnniriies  mimriaien  of  treason ;  the  10th  and  Itth 
sections,  whkh  oecdare  thepnniriment  of  sreessarisa 
to  pieacy,  and  of  petsona  who  shall  oonfoderate  to  ba- 
come  pirates  themselves,  or  to  induce  others  to  beeoma 
so  ;  ue  16th  section,  which  inflicts  a  poialtf  on  those 
who  steal  or  falsify  the  record  of  any  court  of  the  United 
States ;  the  18th  and  31st  seeticau,  which  provide  far 
the  punidunent  of  petsoos  committing  pegury  in  any 
court  of  du  United  States,  ot  attempting  to  mbt  aaf 
of  their  Jndges;  the  SSd  section,  whidi  puniriiea  Ihosa 
wtu>  obstruct  or  resist  the  process  of  any  court  of 
United  States;  and  the  S8d, against  resoung  all  offintd* 
era  who  have  been  convicted  of  any  capital  ofience  be- 
fore these  courts ;  provisions,  none  of  which  are  ex- 
pressly authorized,  but  which  have  been  considered  as 
Constitutional,  because  they  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  eflect  certain  powers  expivsriy  givea 
to  Congress. 

It  is  oUeeted  to  tlus  act,  in  the  second  place,  that  it 
is  expresdy  contrary  to  that  part  of  the  CowtitutioB 
whidi  dedafea,  that  **  Congtesa  dial]  make  no  law  1^ 
specting  an  estabUdunent  trf  rdigion,  w  prohilHting  the 
ffee  exercise  Amotf  or  tbndgmg  the  IHier^  of  tfaa 
press."  Thn  art  in  quritinn  ia  siin  tn  ha  an  "  alifi% 
ment  of  the  ttarty  of  the  presa^"  and  thmfim  wmbd> 
stttutiraal. 

To  this  it  is  uiswered,  in  the  first  place,  that  dw 
liber^  of  the  preas  consists  not  in  a  license  iu  Mviy 
man  to  publish  what  ha  nlnaaas  witbgut  bainf  lidrie  ts 
puiiislnneiit,  if  be  dioula  .dnwe  dua  license  to  the  ii^ 
jary  ^  othora,  but  in  a  psfmisnsti  lo  puMidi,  withoot 
inevions  restraint,  whatever  he  may  thmk  pmpar,  bdof 
answanble  to  the  poblie  and  indtvUualih  mr  any  abm 
of  this  ywiasinn  to  fedr  ygodiat.  F"i  F*h-  nnnBir. 
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fts  the  liberty  of  ipeech  does  not  authorize  a  man  to 
■peak  maHcionB  tlauders  agauut  his  neighbor,  nor  the 
IUmi^  of  action  yutify  him  in  going,  bj  violence,  into 
•nollwr  man'a  houie,  or  in  aanulting  any  penon  whom 
he  may  meet  in  the  ■treets.  In  the  sereral  Statea  the 
libei^  of  the  pien  hai  alvrays  been  undaratood  in  this 
manner,  and  no  other;  and  the  Constitution  of  every 
State  which  bae  been  framed  and  adopted  since  the 
Sedaration  of  Independence,  aaeetts  "  the  liberty  of  the 
preea while  in  aerenl,  if  not  all*  their  laws  provide 
lor  the  poniahment  of  tibelloos  pablicatioiu,  which 
woold  be  a  manifest  absurdity  and  contradiction,  if  the 
liberty  of  the  press  meant  to  public  any  and  everything, 
without  being  amenable  to  the  laws  for  the  abuse  of 
this  licanae.  Aoeording  to  ttiis  just,  legal,  and  univer- 
satly  fi'tn^**-'  definition  itf  ■*  the  liberty  of  the  press," 
•  hiw  to  leatiain  its  Ucantiousness,  in  publishing  (aleie, 
scasdaloos,  and  malidous  libels  against  the  Govern- 
ment, cannot  be  considered  as  "  an  abridgment"  of  its 
"  liber^." 

It  is  answered,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  liberty 
of  the  press  did  never  extend,  according  to  the  laws  of 
any  State,  or  of  the  United  States,  or  of  England,  from 
whence  oar  lawaare  derived,  to  the  publication  of  Alsoi 
•caadakras,  and  malieioas  writings  against  the  Govem- 
mant,  written  or  pidiluhed  with  intent  to  do  mischief 
gndi  publications  being  nnlawAil,  and  punishable  in 
every  State ;  from  whence  it  ftdlows,  undeniably,  that 
A  law  to  punish  seditious  and  malicious  publications,  is 
not  an  ^ridgment  of  the  liber^  of  the  press,  for  it 
would  be  a  mani&st  absurdity  to  say,  that  a  man's 
liberty  was  alwidged  by  punishing  him  for  doing  that 
which  he  never  had  a  Uberty  to  do. 

It  is  answered,  thirdly,  that  the  act  in  question  can* 
not  be  nnconatitutioBal,  because  it  makes  nothing  penal 
that  was  not  pesal  bdflire,  and  gives  no  new  pawers  to 
the  ■•art,  but  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  eommen  law, 
BsaM  lot  vendering  that  law  move  geoetally 
kDPwa,  aad  BM«a  easier  tmderatood.  Thn  camuM  be 
dniM,  if  it  be  admitted^  ai  it  must  be,  that  &laa,  soaa- 
dalous,  and  maHcioas  libels  against  the  Government  of 
the  country,  pubHshed  with  intent  to  do  mischief  are 
pmwriuble  by  the  common  law ;  for,  by  the  3d  section 
tiOm^A  article  of  the  Constitution,  the  judicial  power 
•f  Ae  United  States  is  expressly  extended  to  aU  of- 
teflM  arinig  wider  the  Ctmslttatioii.  By  the  Consti- 
MitMi,  the  Oomiunant  of  the  United  States  ia  eatab- 
Hdied,  for  many  iraportaDt  objects,  as  the  Government 
ot  tbe  coon  try ;  and  Kbels  against  that  Government, 
there  fare,  are  offencee  arising  under  the  Constitution, 
and,  consequently,  are  punkhable  at  common  law  by 
the  conns  of  the  United  States.  The  act,  indeed,  is  so 
fir  from  having  extended  the  law  and  the  power  of  the 
eOBrt,  that  it  has  abridged  both,  and  has  enlarged  in- 
ilead  of  abridging  theuberty  c^the  praas;  for,  at  com- 
mui  law,  Q>ds  i^ainst  Ae  Chmmment  m^ht  be  pna- 
i^ad  with  fine  and  imprisonmaiit  at  the  diaeration  of 
the  court,  whoeas  the  act  limits  Ae  Ana  to  two  tfaim* 
sand  dollars,  and  the  imprisonment  to  two  years ;  and 
it  also  allows  the  party  accused  to  give  the  truth  In 
erideaee  for  his  justifintiMi,  which,  by  the  ooduoob 
law,  was  expressly  forbidden. 

c  And,  lastly,  it  is  answered,  that  had  the  Censtitution 
intemded  to  prohibit  Congteaa  from  l^lating  at  all  on 
the  mA^9ai  of  the  picas,  which  is  ths  ctmstruclion 
whaiasM  die  <MaetieDs  to  this  tew  am  Ibanded,  it 
wonld  have  uaea  the  same  expresriona  as  in  that  part 
•f  dw  ehBiB  which  leblM  to  rrtigion  and  leligioas 
lMto(  whams,  the  woida  aw  whoUy  difiwaet ;  '*Ooik- 
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gress,"  says  the  Constitution,  (amendment  3d,)  "  sbaH 
make  no  law  respecting  an  eetablldunent  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exerdse  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freO' 
dom  of  qieechor  of  ihe  press."  Here  it  is  mai^est  tiutt 
the  ConstituttOD  intended  to  prohibit  Congress  from  liH 
gifting  at  all  on  the  BUl>ject  of  religions  estabUshmenti^ 
and  the  prohibition  ia  made  in  the  most  express  terms. 
Had  the  same  intention  prevailed  nspecting  the  prees, 
the  same  expressioDS  would  have  been  uaed,  and  Ctm* 
gress  would  have  been  "  prohibited  from  passing  ai^ 
law  respecting  the  [wees.''  They  are  not,  however 
"prohibited"  from  legislating  at  all  on  the  subject, 
but  merely  from  abndging  the  liberty  of  the  presb 
It  is  evident  thqr  may  legislate  respecting  the  ^em, 
may  pass  laws  lot  ita  tegalatim,  and  to  ptuiah  thoa* 
who  pervert  it  into  an  engine  of  misduef,  provided 
those  laws  do  not  abridge  its  liberty.  lu  UbWty,  a»- 
cording  to  the  well  known  and  untversaUy  admitted 
definition,  conusts  in  permissiott  to  publish,  without 
previous  restraint  upon  the  press,  but  subject  to  pUfr 
ishment  afterwards  for  impn^r  publications.  A  law* 
therefore,  to  impose  previous  restraint  upon  the  presR^ 
and  not  one  to  inflict  punidunent  on  wicked  and  mali- 
cious publications,  would  be  a  law  to  abridge  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  and,  as  such,  unconsUtutional. 

The  foregoing  leeaoniDg  ia  submitted  as  vindicating 
the  validity  of  the  laws  in  question. 

Although  the  committee  believe,  that  each  ttf  the 
measures  adopted  by  Congress  during  the  last  sessioa, 
is  snsceptiUe  of  an  analytkal  justtfieatien,  on  the  ptln> 
dples  of  the  Constitution,  and  national  policy,  yet  thay 
prefer  to  rest  their  vindication  on  the  fame-  ground  Of 
considering  them  as  parts  of  a  generml  system  of  d*. 
fence,  adapted  to  a  crisii  of  extraordinary  diflScully  and 
danger. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  power  to  declare  wtfr, 
to  raise  and  support  armies,  to  provide  and  muntain  a 
navy,  to  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasions,  emd 
also  the  power  to  defray  the  necessary  expense  by  loans 
or  taxes,  are  vested  in  Congress.  "Unfortunately  for  the 
present  generation  of  mankind,  a  contest  has  arisen 
and  rages  with  unabated  ferocity,  which  has  desolated 
the  fairest  portions  of  Europe,  and  shaken  the  fabric  of 
eocie^  through  the  civilized  world.  From  the  natnte 
and  efiects  of  this  contest,  aa  developed  in  the  expe- 
rience of  nations,  melancholy  inferences  must  be  drawn, 
that  it  is  unsnsceptiUe  of  the  restraints  vriiidt  have 
either  dedgnated  the  olgecta,  limited  tiie  domtion,  or 
mitigated  the  horrors  of  national  eontentions.  In  the 
internal  history  of  Pranoe,  and  in  the  conduct  of  her 
forces  and  partisans  in  the  countries  which  have  fallen 
under  her  power,  the  public  councils  of  our  country 
were  required  to  discern  the  dangers  wbidi  threatened 
the  United  States,  and  to  guf  rd  not  only  against  the 
usual  consequences  erf'  war,  bat  also  against  the  effecBi 
of  an  nnpreoedenled  comtnnatitm  to  establish  new  iniB- 
c^tee  of  sodal  action,  on  Ae  subvarrion  of  religlMr 
morali^,  law,  and  gevemmenL  Will  it  be  ai^  thM 
the  raising  of  a  small  army,  and  an  eventual  pro^riou 
for  drawing  into  the  puUic  sorvice  a  considanlde  put- 
portion  of  the  whole  force  of  the  country,  wma  in  ntch 
a  crisis  unwise,  or  improvident  1 

If  such  should  be  the  assertion,  let  it  be  candidly 
considered,  whether  some  of  our  fertile  and  flourishing 
States  did  not,  six  months  sinc^  weaeut  as  alluring' 
olueets  for  the  natiflcaiMm  of  amUtHn  or  en|Hd^,  aa 
the  inhoapttdde  climate  of  Enpt  What  Aen  a» 
pearad  to  be  the  GomparatiTe  diffiaahiee  between  innA* 
ing  Anwnea  and  nwverting  the  Britirii  power  in  An' 
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East  Indies  1  If  this  was  a  professed,  not  real  object, 
of  the  enterprise,  let  it  be  asked,  if  the  Sultan  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  was  not  realty  the  friend  of  France 
at  the  time  when  hia  unaospectmg  dependencies  were 
inTaded;  and  whether  the  United  States  were  not  at 
Hba  same  time  loaded  with  inraHs,  and  uiaiied  with 
faoaHH^t  IS  howerer,  it  be  asserted,  that  the  system 
<tf  France  is  hostile  only  to  despotic  or  monarchical 
Goremments,  and  that  onr  security  arises  from  the 
torn  of  our  Constitution,  let  Switzerland,  first  divided 
«nd  disarmed  by  perfidous  seductions,  now  agonized  by 
rrientless  power,  illustrate  the  consequences  of  similar 
eredality.  Is  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  vindicate  the 
Naval  Armament?  rather,  ma^  not  the  inquiry  be 
boldfy  made,  whetiier  the  guardiant  of  the  pnUie  weal 
would  not  hare  deserved  and  received  the  Tqmwehes  of 
every  patriotic  American,  if  a  contemptible  naval  force 
had  been  longer  permitted  to  intercept  onr  neeesaary 
■applies,  destroy  our  prindpal  sonrce  of  revenue,  and 
•ene,  at  the  entrance  of  our  harbors  and  rivers,  the  pro- 
ducts of  .our  industry, destined  to  our  foreign  markets? 
If  sQch  injuries  were  at  all  to  be  repelled,  is  not  the  re- 
striction which  confined  <  apturea  by  oar  shipe  solely  to 
■nned  *etMla  of  FnnM,  a  sufficient  pttwf  of  onr 
moderation  1 

theroforei  naval  and  military  preparations  were 
neceaaarj,  a  provinon  of  Ainds  to  defray  the  eonse- 
qnent  expenses  was  of  coarse  indiapensable.  A  review 
of  all  the  measures  that  have  been  adopted  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Govenmient,  will  prove  that  Con- 
gieas  have  not  been  unmindfiil  of  the  wishea  of  the 
Amwicaa  people,  to  avmd  an  accumulation  of  the  pub- 
lio  debt;  and  iIm  aoceaas  which  has  attended  these 
neaaares  afiwds  oonduaiTe  evidence  of  the  nncerity  of 
their  intentions.  But  to  purchase  sufficient  quantities 
of  military  supplies,  to  establish  a  navy,  and  invvide 
Sat  all  the  contingencies  of  an  army,  without  recourse 
to  new  taxes  and  loans,  was  impracticable ;  both  mea- 
sures were  in  Cact  adopted.  In  devising  a  mode  of 
taxation,  the  convenience  and  ease  of  the  least  wealthy 
class  of  the  people  were  consulted  as  much  as  possible, 
and  althonga  the  expenses  of  assesiment  have  fnr- 
nished  a  topic  of  cnt^leint,  it  is  found  that  the  allow- 
ances are  barely  sufficient  to  insure  the  execution  of 
die  law,  even  aided  as  they  are  by  the  disinterested  and 
patriotic  esertioDB  of  wortiiy  citizens;  besides  it  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  the  expenses  of  organizing  a 
new  system,  should  not,  on  any  principle,  be  regarded 
as  a  permanent  burden  on  the  public. 

In  authorizing  a  loan  of  money,  Congress  have  not 
been  inattentive  to  prevent  a  permanent  debt ;  in  this 
calar,  also,  the  public  opinion  and  interest  have 
connlted.  On  considering  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  pipposed  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
eolien,  die  eoramittea  are  well  satisfied  in  finding  any 
excess  in  the  immediate  charge  upon  the  revenue,  is 
likely  to  be  compensated  by  the  &cility  of  redemption 
wUdi  ia  aecured  to  the  Government 

The  alien  and  sedition  acta,  so  called,  form  a  part, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  an  essential  part 
in  these  precautionary  and  protective  measures,  adopted 
for  oar  security. 

France  appears  to  have  an  ofganized  system  of  con- 
duet  towarda  fbietgn  nationa}  to  l»ing  them  within 
the  iqihere,  and  under  the  dominion  of  her  influence 
and  control.  It  has  been  unremittingly  paranod  under 
the  changea  of  her  internal  polity.  Hw  meana  are  i 
in  wonderfal  omnddence  with  her  ends ;  among  Iheaa, 
Md  not  the  leaat  aocoeaafalt  ia  the  diraetiMi  and  em- 


ployment of  the  active  and  versatile  talents  of  her  citi- 
zens abroad  as  emissariee  and  spies.  With  a  nume- 
rous body  of  French  citizens  and  other  foreigners,  and 
admonished  by  the  passing  scenes  in  other  countries, 
as  well  as  hy  aspects  in  our  own,  knowing  they  had 
the  power,  and  believing  it  to  be  their  dn^,  Congrsii 
passed  the  law  reapecting  aliens,  directing  tlie  danger- 
ous and  suspected  to  be  removed,  and  leaving  to  the 
inoflensive  and  peaceable  a  saft  asylum.  - 

The  principles  of  the  sedition  law,  so  called,  are 
among  the  most  ancient  principles  of  oar  Governments. 
They  have  been  engrafted  into  statutes,  or  practised 
upoil  as  maxims  of  tite  common  law,  according  as  occa- 
sion required.  They  were  often  and  justly  applied  in 
the  Revdationary  war.  Is  it  not  atxange,  Uut  now 
th^  should  first  be  denounced  as  oppreerive,  whea 
they  have  long  been  recognised  in  the  jurisprudence  of 
these  States  I 

The  necessity  that  dicti^  these  acta,  in  the  opinhm 
of  the  committee,  still  exists. 

So  eccentric  are  the  movements  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, we  can  form  no  opuiion  of  their  future  de- 
signs towards  onr  country.  They  may  recede  from  fln 
tone  of  menace  and  inaolenee,  to  empknr  the  arts  ef 
aeduetion,  before  they  aatoniah  us  with  thar  Blfisate 
designs.  Our  safe^  consists  in  the  wiadora  of  Aa  pib* 
lie  councils ;  a  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  people 
with  the  Government,  by  snt^orting  the  meaaDreaiie- 
vided  for  repelling  aggressions,  and  an  obedience  to  Ae 
social  laws. 

After  a  particular  and  general  review  of  the  wb<de 
subject  referred  to  their  consideration,  the  committee 
see  no  ground  for  rescinding  these  acta  of  the  Legida- 
ture.  The  complaints  preferred  by  eome  of  the  peti- 
tionera  may  be  &ur)y  attiibated  to  a  diversity  of  seati* 
ment  naturally  to  be  expected  among  a  people  of  vad> 
ous  habits  and  education,  widely  dispersed  over  an 
extensive  country.  The  innocent  misconoeptkffis  of 
the  American  pei^  will,  however,  jield  to  refladioi 
and  argument,  and  ftom  than  no  danger  is  te  be 
apprehended. 

In  such  of  the  petitkms  as  are  etniceived  in  a  *fk 
of  vehement  and  acrinomona'nmonatranee, 
mittee  pereaivo  too  iduu  indioationa  of  the  prtndplM 
of  that  exotic  egratem  wUdi  otmvalaes  the  ciribai 
worid.  With  thu  system,  however  organized,  the  pab- 
lie  councils  cannot  safely  parley  or  temporize,  whetbor 
it  assumes  the  guise  of  patriotism  to  mislead  the  adec* 
tions  of  the  people ;  whether  it  be  be  employed  in  foni- 
ing  projects  of  local  and  eccentric  ambition,  or  ahill 
appear  in  the  more  generous  form  of  open  hoatiliV'  ^ 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  bane  of  pnUie  u  «(u 
private  tranqoiUi^  and  order. 

Tboaetowhom  the  mon^jement  of  niUie  awB* 
now  oHifided,  cannot  be  joatified  in  yidding  any  caw 
lished  principlea  of  law  or  government  to  the  sngRe**  || 
tions  of  modem  theory  ;  their  duty  requires  them  !■> 
respect  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  transmit  to  pw- 
terity  the  civil  and  religious  privileges  which  sre  the 
birthright  of  our  country,  and  which  it  was  the  great 
object  of  our  hapi^  Constitution  to  secure  and  per* 
petuate. 

Impreaeed  with  theae  aentimanta,  the  cmnmittea  beR 
leave  to  repmt  the  following  reeolations : 

Retolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  npfl  ^ 
paased  tile  Isst  sesaiMi,  entitled    An  act  oonoemiBS 
aUens." 

Eetohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  Mftai  ^^JT 
paaaed  the  last  aeaahm,  entitled  **  An  not  in  " 
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the  mtHf  entiUad  '  An  act  for  the  paoishnient  of  certain  i 

tnnn  igaintt  the  United  Statea.' "  i 

Bem^Mdf  That  'ft  it  inexpedient  to  repeal  any  of  the  i 

lawa  reqM^S  the  Navy,  MtKtaiy  EataUiahiiMnt,  or  ■ 
revenoeof  the  United  State*. 

The  qtieslkm  beiog  udod  agreeing  to  the  first 
leaolatioD  declaring  it  to  oe  inexpedient  to  repeal 
the  alien  law, 
Mr.  Gallatin  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman:  This  subject  was  so  fully  dis- 
cussed during  the  last  session,  that  I  would  not 
haVe  addressed  the  committee  on  this  occasion, 
did  I  not  entertain  some  hope  tbaj  the  change  of 
eircomstances  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
lavs  were  enacted,  and  above  all,  the  sense  which 
so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  expressed  on 
their  propriety  and  constitutionality,  may  induce 
the  House  to  recoosider  their  decision  of  last  year. 

Petitions,  signed  by  near  18,000  freemen  of  this 
State  alone,  collected  in  a  few  cotmties  and  with- 
in a  few  weeks,  bare  been  laid  on  your  table,  ear- 
sc^y  requesting  Congress  to  repeat  laws,  at  best 
of  a  doubtful  nature  and  passed  under  an  impres- 
tim  of  danger  which  does  not  now  seem  to  exist, 
of  gmeral  alarm,  which  has  nearly  subsided. 

Sixteen  hundred  of  m^  immediate  constituents 
hftve  Joined  in  these  petitions,  and  their  opinion 
on  this  subject  being  the  same  which  I  hare  Uni- 
formly entertained,  I  feel  it  forcibly  to  be  my  duty 
to  examine  the  reasoning  used  by  the  select  com- 
mittee who  hare  reported  against  the  repeal  of 
the  obnoxioiiB  laws. 

The  act  concerning  aliens  comes  first  under 
ecHisideration.  Two  uws  were  passed  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  ^e  one 
concerning  aliens  generally,  the  other  respecting 
alien  enemies.  No  petition  has  been  presented 
against  tbe  last,  and  it  would  remain  in  force  eren 
if  the  first  should,  agreeably  to  the  requrat  of  the 
petitioners,  be  repealed.  The  petitions  apply 
solely  to  those  provisions  of  the  first  act  wDich 
are  not  included  in  the  last.  The  provision,  there- 
fore, eomplaioed  of,  and  which  isthesubjectHoaat- 
ter  of  tbe  referenee  to  the  committee,  is  that 
iriiich  authorizes  the  President  to  remove  out  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  "  all  such  aliens 
(bang  natives,  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects  of  a 
nation  which  is  not  at  war  with  the  United  States, 
and  which  bas  not  jierpetrated,  attempted,  or 
threatened  any  invasion  or  predatory  incursion 
u^inst  the  territory  of  the  United  States)  as  he 
sball  judge  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  United  Stales, or  shall  have  reasonable  grounds 
A  to  sugpeet  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
aeeret  machiaatiimi  against  the  Qovernment 
thereof." 

This  authorization  is  considered  by  the  peti- 
tioners  as  unconstitutional — 1st,  because  such 
power  bmng  neither  amcmg  the  specific  powers 
giaated  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Oeneral  Qov- 
cniinent,  nor  necessary  to  carry  into  effKt  any  of 
those  qiecific  powers,  is,  both  by  inconlestiUe  de- 
duction, and  by  the  13th  amendment,  reserved  to 
the  indiridual  Statea ;  Sd,  because,  even  supposing 
sneh  power  to  be  by  implieation  comprehended 
■moBg  those  giuted  to  the  General  Gorenment, 
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its  exercise  is,  for  the  present,  expressly  prohibited 
to  that  Government  by  the  section  which  provides 
that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit 
shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the 
year  1808 ;  and  3dly,  because  aliens  are  supposed 
lo  come  under  the  general  description  of  persons 
to  whoin,  by  the  Constitution,  the  right  of  a  trial 
of  all  crimes  by  jury  is  secured. 

In  answer  to  tne  first  objection,  it  is  not  con- 
tended that  the  power  of  removing  such  alieoK  is 
specifically  granted  by  the  Constitution.  But  it 
is  insisted,  first,  that  every  nation  bas  a  power  at 
will  to  admit,  to  remove  aliens;  second,  that  this 
power  is  necessary  and  proper  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  the  specific  powers  vested  in  Congress 
to  declare  war  and  to  [notect  each  State  from 
invasirm. 

To  admit  tbe  first  position  in  its  full  extent  does 
not  destroy  the  force  of  the  objection ;  for  that 
objection  rests  not  on  a  supposition  that  the  power 
of  removing  aliens  does  not  exist  ia  the  nation; 
but  on  the  principle  that  it  is  not  one  of  those 
granted  by  tbe  nation  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; that  it  is  one  of  those  intrusted  by  the  na- 
tion to  the  Governments  of  the  individual  Slates 
respectively.  Tbe  second  position  is  predicated 
on  a  construction  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  an  appUcatioo  of  that  construction  to  tbe 
act,  which  to  me  appear  inadmissible.  The  ex- 
pressions used  in  that  clause  are  '*  necessarv  and 
proper."  The  idea  conveyed  by  the  word  pro- 
per" is  implied  in  that  of  the  word  "necessuv," 
for  whatever  is  necessary  must  be  proper.  The 
addition  of  the  word  "  proper"  was  therefore  use- 
less, unless  designed  more  precisely  to  ascertain 
tbe  meaning  of  the  word  necessary,"  the  better 
to  prevent  a  construction  "  that  by  necessity  noth- 
ing more  was  meant  than  propriety,"  and  to  estab- 
lish, beyond  contradiction,  that  whatever  might 
by  Congress  be  thought  proper,  was  not  on  t^t 
account  to  be  judged  necessaiy.  Hence  the 
meaning  of  the  woid  "necessary"  is  confined  in 
that  clause  to  ita  strict  sense,  to  wit:  the  power 
of  passing  laws  without  which  some  of  tbe  powers 
delegated  lo  Congress  could  not  be  carried  into 
efiect. 

In  the  present  case  it  cannot  be  said  that  a 
power  generally  to  remove  aliens,  not  belonging 
to  a  nation  from  which  a  war  or  invasion  is  ap- 
prehended, is  necessary  or  even  proper  in  order  to 
protect  the  States  against  such  a  war  or  invasion. 
Aliens  individually  may  commit  acts  tending  to 
assist  the  enemy,  and,  m  such  case,  it  would  be- 
come necessary  to  punish  them.  Should  a  body 
of  armed  aliens  (the  supposed  case  of  tbe  select 
committee)  land  with  views  evidently  hostile,  to 
whatever  nation  they  might  belong,  the  act  itself 
would  be  an  invasion,  and  the  necessity  of  repel- 
ling, or  if  another  expression  is  sdected,  of  re- 
'  moving  them,  would  be  self-evident  and  imme- 
diately flowing  from  the  specific  power  delc|||ated 
to  Congress  to  protect  the  States  against  invasions. 
But  it  is  preposterous  to  say  that  the  necessity 
of  a  general  removal  of  alien  friends  flows  from 
,  the  apprehension  of  an  invasion.   The  law  eon- 
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eerniDff  aliens,  howerer,  does  not  designate  the 
acts  'tvhieh-  shall  establish  the  necessity  of  their 
reaioval  individually.  Although  they  may  not 
have  been  concerDea  in  any  machtDations  against 
Government ;  although  the  machinations  in  which 
they  may  have  been  concerned  shall  not  have 
tended  to  promote  or  assist  an  invasion;  and  al- 
•  though  their  machinations  might  be  sufficiently 

Erevented  and  punished  in  the  common  course  of 
Lw;  although,  therefore,  their  removal  may  not 
be  necessary  to  protect  the  States  against  an  in- 
vasion;  yet,  by  the  present  law,  they  are  liable  to 
be  removed,  if  they  shall  be  suspected  of  being 
concerned  in  those  machinations.  Their  having 
actnally  and  individnally  committed  certain  acts 
ia  requisite  to  constitute  that  necessity  which 
alone  can  j[ustify  th«  exercise  cf  the  power  dele- 
cted by  this  law.  And  yet  that  removal,  which, 
in  order  to  be  Constitutional,  should  rest  on  its 
necessity,  depends,  by  the  provisions  of  this  law, 
on  the  bare  suspicion  of  a  necessity.  But  necessity 
implies  proof,  and  cannot  rest  on  suspicion.  The 
law  cannot  be  supported  by  the  Constitution  un- 
less that  instrument  had  declared  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  which  they  may 
suspect  to  be  proper  or  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  certain  specific  powers  delegated  to 
them. 

Bat  the  law  does  not  even  confine  its  operation 
to  cases  when  a  war  or  invasion  should  be  appe- 
hended.  Supposing  the  alarms  on  that  subject 
to  be  completely  at  an  end,  still  the  power  re- 
mains with  the  rreaident  to  remove  aliens  sus- 
{weted  bjr  him  to  be  concerned  in  secret  machina- 
tions aninst  Government  The  power  delated 
by  thislaw  is  not  api^cable  exclusively  to  cases 
where  it  may  be  thought  necessary  in  order  to 
carry  into  effect  the  powerto  protect  States  against 
an  invasion.  It  is  to  apply  generally  and  under 
cdor  of  its  necessity  for  executing  certain  specific 
powers,  it  may  be  exercised  in  a  case  where  that 
specific  power,  on  which  alone  it  rests,  has  itsdf, 
nothing  on  which  to  operate.  Although  it  may 
happen  that  there  shall  be  no  necessity  to  protect 
States  a^inst  invasion,  it  will  even  then,  accord- 
ing to  this  constructive  doctrine,  still  be  lawful  to 
do  an  act  which  cannot  be  Constitutional,  except 
on  account  of  its  being  necessary  to  protect  States 
i^ost  invanoiL 

In  order,  therefore,  to  support  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  law,  the  select  committee  must  sup- 
pose, in  the  first  place,  that  Congress  may  pass 
kws,  without  a  certainty  of  their  being  necessary 
for  carrying  into  execution  some  of  the  specific 
powers  granted  to  than;  that  is  to  say,  that  Con- 
gress have  a  right  to  pass  laws  which  may  be  un- 
neeeuary  for  that  purpose.  In  the  next  place, 
that  if  a  certain  law  is  necessary  only  for  execu- 
ting a  Constitutional  measure  of  a  temporary  na- 
ture, that  law  may  constitutionally  be  executed, 
although  the  temporary  measure  itself  should  not 
be  executed  at  all;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  inciden- 
tal power  may  be  exercised  for  a  purpose  differ- 
ent than  that  of  executing  the  original  power  on 
which  it  rests. 
The  applteatioB  d  that  coutraetiTB  dootrine 


to  the  sedition  and  alien  kws  jnatifies  a  eoaelt- 
sion  that,  if  adopted,  it  will  snbstitote  in  tbat 
clause  of  the  Constitution  a  stipposed  asefalDea 
or  propriety  to  the  necessity  expressed  and  eoi* 
templated  by  the  instrument,  and  will,  in  Act, 
destroy  every  limitation  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress. It  will  follow  that  instead  of  being  botud 
by  any  positive  rule  laid  down  by  their  charter, 
the  discretion  of  Congress,  a  discretion  to  be 
governed  by  suspicions,  alarms,  popular  clanin, 

grivate  ambition,  and  by  the  views  of  fiucioatii^ 
ictions,  will  justify  any  measure  they  maypleaae 
to  adopt;  that,  instead  of  being  bound  by  a  Con- 
stitution, they  may  claim  the  omnipotence  of  a 
British  Parliament;  that  all  the  reserved  powm 
of  the  people  or  of  the  States  will  be  swallowed 
np  at  Ineir  pleasore  by  that  nod^ned  diseretioat 
in  a  word,  tnat  the  Constitution  itself,  sofiuw 
respects  a  limitation  of  powers,  is  by  that  doctrine 
completely  annihilated.  Even  the  positive  cfaecik^ 
which,  in  a  few  instances,  prohibit  the  exereiuoi 
certain  powers,  will  not  prove  a  stfffieimt  gnid 
against  an  inordinate  appetite  to  legislate  on  some 
favorite  subject. 

Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  sedition  law,  the  prt^ 
hibitory  clause,  respecting  an  abridgment  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  is  attempted  to  be  constrscd 
away  by  star-chamber  definitions,  by  exotic  doc- 
trines, wblch,  if  suffered  to  flonriso,  will  oro^ 
shadow  and  smother  every  plant  of  American 
growth ;  doctrines  incompatible  with  the  princi- 
ples of  a  Government  elective  ia  all  its  Bzeentin 
and  L^iislative  braocbesj  of  a  GoTerament^iicli 
the  people,  the  sole  foantain  of  power,  cauot 
properly  carry  into  exeeatioUj  if  the  aourees  oOb- 
formation  are  shut  up  from  them ;  if  a  fnetaA 
full  discussion  of  every  public  measnre  is  at  tbe 
will  of  those  who  enjoy  only  a  delegated  auAoritf, 
checked. and  embarrassed  by  prosecutions  for Ti- 
bels,  grounded  solely  on  the  British  system  of  h^ 
reditary  preri^tive. 

And  thus,  in  the  case  of  the  alien  law,  it  is  fsid 
that  the  temporary  prohibition  enjoined  on  Con- 
gress, to  forbid  the  importation  of  persons,  mmt 
be  understoad  as  applying  only  to  slaves;  aod 
that  a  power  to  remove  ernigraais  may  be  eoowi- 
tutionally  exercised,  though  that  of  prohibitiiit 
their  migration  should  be  unconstitutional. 

The  evidence  of  members  of  the  Conventioa 
which  framed  the  Constitution,  has  sometimes  ben 
offeivd  to  prove  that  that  body  by  penom,  meat 
tkaxt.  But  the  evidence  of  diose  members  can* 
not  prove  anything  beyond  their  own  individosl 
intention,  or,  at  most,  trwir  belief  of  what  miglit 
have  been  the  intention  of  some  other  membim. 
Nor  is,  on  any  possible  supposition,  the  inteatiaB 
of  the  Convention  itself  of  any  importance  to  de- 
cide the  true  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  For 
they  were  not  the  legi^torswfao  passed  and  rati- 
fied the  act,  but  only  the  framers  who  drew  the 
instrument  and  offered  it  fot  consideration.  A> 
well  might  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Conirbe 
induced  in  their  decision  on  a  point  of  taw,  to 
abandon  the  clear  construction  pomted  oat  by  the 
precise  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  statate,  <m 
aocotmt  of  the  supposed  qpinoa  itf  aone  M  of 
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tbe  members  of  the  committee  of  this  House  that 
had  dnuaiited  the  law,  as  we  be  guided  by  what 
yna,  at  the  time,  the  meanioff  of  some  of  the  gen- 
tkawo  who  drew  the  CoDstitation.  After  a  lapse 
of  ten  years,  it  is  preposterous  to  receive  parole 
eridenee  a^ast  a  sacred  record.  Are  the  people 
of  America  to  be  uM,  after  a  lapse  of  ten  years, 
that  the  delegation  of  powers,  which  they  sanc- 
tioned  under  the  impression  of  what  on  its  &ce 
iQ^keared  to  be  its  meaning,  is  to  receive  a  contra- 
coBetraetion,  faottomed  on  private  meaniog,  on 
e  ankoowo  opinion  of  the  members  of  a  body 
wfaoae  deliberatioDS  were  secret?.  And  if.  even 
titroogh  mistake,  those  indiridaals  adopted  ez- 
ansaions  which  conveyed  a  difiereot  meaning 
from  what  ther  inteaded,  is  that  supposed  inten- 
tion to  prevail  over  the  exi^icit  Mose  a[  those 
expressions? 

But  we  are  told  by  the  select  eommiuee,  that 
"  there  could  not  have  been  the  least  reason  "  for 
eoaftoing  the  restiietion  to  the  then  existing 
States,  and  to  a  ^riod  of  twenty  rears,  had  the 
oMriction  ^been  mtended"  to  apply  to  all  emi- 
grants in  general.  Here,  again,  a  supposed  in* 
Icatim  is  Ivought  asan  aigomait  against  the  geo- 
eml  acceptation  of  the  word  "persons."  The 
uestion  is  not,  whether  we  are  at  a  loss  to  find 
UM  reasons  which  dictated  a  modification  of  the 
rcstrtetioo.  Yet,  if  we  were  to  recur  to  supposi- 
tioaa,  we  might  as  well  suppose  ^at  the  then  ex- 
isting States,  which  alone  formed  the  Constitu- 
ctoo,  felt  interested  only  for  themselves,  and  not 
ftw  future  nou-existtng  States;  and  that  those 
States,  who  were  interested  in  promoting  the  mi- 
gltation  of  free  persons,  were  satisfied  with  the 
wmme  regulation  which  satis^  those  States  who 
were  ai^ehensive  of  an  interference  in  the  im- 
porlaiioa  of  slaves.  But  the  only  question  is, 
whether  modification  is  oontradictory  with  the 
coaunDD  acceptation  of  thewwd  "persons,"  which, 
it  will  wtt  be  denied,  in  its  itatunu  sense,  will  ap- 
jiy  to  frM  as  well  as  to  the  other  description  of 
iBdiTUaak?  Whether  there  is  anytfaiof;  absurd 
K  repugnant  to  eonmuia  sense,  io  saymg  that 
CoDgress  shall  not,  for  twenty  years.  probiEtt  the 
■ugratkm  of  free  persons  in  the  existmg  States  1 
If  there  be  nothing  inconsistent  in  that  provision, 
the  modification  of  the  restriction  cannot  modify 
and  alia  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  persons." 

Was  there  any  possibility  of  doubt  on  the  sense 
of  that  word,  it  might  be  explained  by  other  parts 
of  the  CoQstitution  and  by  other  expressions  in 
the  elatise  itself. 

The  2d  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, speaking  of  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
xmpeeAte  numbers  of  the  several  States,  declares 
Aat  they  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  "  the 
whole  Biunber  of  free  persims"  (including  those 
boond  to  awviee  for  a  teim  of  yean,  and  exdod- 
ng  ladiana  not  taxed)  "three^fths  of  all  othw 
penona."  A  sentence -in  which  the  word  pariom 
HCiqpresdy  applied  first  to  freemen,  and  secondly 
todaves. 

The  probUntory  clause  itself  declaMB  that  the 
wimlioa  or  importatian  of  soch  persons  as  any 
of  the  States,       shall  not  he  pnhibiied.  The 
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word  migration,"  as  contradistinguished  from 
"  importation,''  clearly  implies  the  free  will  of  the 
person,  and  applies  exclusively  to  free  persons. 

The  select  committee  have  also  informed  us  that 
the  power  to  send  off  emigrants,  who  abuse  the 
indtdgence  granted  them  to  remain,  is  a  verjr  dif- 
ferent thing  from  the  power  of  preventing  emigra- 
tion ;  meaning,  I  suppose,  that  although  Congress 
might  be  forbidden  by  the  Constitution  to  prohibit 
migratitui,  they  mar  constitutionally  send  off  such 
emigrants.  Was  the  power  claimed  by  this  law, 
that  of  punishing  by  transportation  aliens  con- 
victed of  certain  onences.  d^ned  by  the  law, 
although  the  Const itutionai  necessity  of  the  m<^ 
of  pumshment  would  still  remain  to  be  moven,  yet 
the  argument  of  the  committee  would  deserve 
some  consideration.  But  it  is  denied  that  there  is 
the  least  difiereoce  between  a  power  of  prohibiting 
emigration  and  that  of  sending  off  any  alien  at 
the  will  of  the  President,  merely  because  he  is  suit* 
peeled  by  that  Magistrate.  The  tiansportatim  of 
the  emigrant  does  not  rest  on  anjr  act  committed 
by  himTbuton  the  degree  of  su^ncion  entertuned 
by  the  President.  The  removal,  therefore,  con- 
templated by  the  law,  is  not  the  special  removal 
of  certain  eaugrants,  but  a{||eneral  power  to  remote 
all  the  emigrants,  on  suspicion,  if  the  Ptestdent  shall 
please.  I  most  confess  that,  to  my  understanding, 
that  power  to  remove  all  emigrants  would,  if  ex- 
ercised, (and  the  law  authorizes  its  general  exer- 
cise,) amount  iH-ecisely  to  the  same  thing  with  a 
general  prohibition  of  emigration. 

So  far  is  it  true  that  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion admits  of  a  construction  which  would  defeat 
its  object  J  that,  at  the  end  of  it,  we  find  a  provision 
permiUing  Congress  to  lay  a  duty  of  ten  dollars, 
not  onmigratioD,  but  on  the  imporWtion  of  persons. 
Had  it  not  been  for  that  provision,  Congress  could 
not  even  have  checked  that  importation  by  any 
duty.  As  the  clause  now  stands,  they  cannot 
cheek  the  migration  by  an^  duty  whatever,  nor 
the  importation  by  a  duty  higher  than  ten  dollaa. 
And  yet  it  is  contended,  that  notwithittanding  m> 
much  cautioD,  Congress  may,  by  a  general  power 
of  sending  off  emigrants,  evade  the  restriction  laid 
upon  them,  and  iDt<^ther  prevent  the  effect  of 
migration. 

Finally,  if  there  be  any  differoace  between  the 
power  of  prohibiting  migration  and  that  of  sending 
off  emigrants,  it  consists  in  this,  that  it  might  have 
been  apprehended  that,  under  color  of  the  general 
power  over  commerce  given  to  Congress,  they 
might,  by  duties  or  other  ctnnmercial  regulations, 
have  prevented  or  checked  migration ;  but  that 
there  does  not  exist  any  power  gmnted  to  the  Genr 
nal  Government  by  the  Constitution  whioh  can 
rationally  serve  as  a  pretence  to  claim  an  author 
ity  to  remove  emigrants  generally.  And  the  only 
deduction  to  be  thence  inferred  is,  that  the  clause 
now  under  consideration,  althoiuh  it  might  be 
proper  for  preventing  the  CMrcise  of  the  first  power, 
was  nnnecessary  for  the  last  ourpose-— a  conclu- 
siott  to  which  I  agree  in  its  full  exMit,and  which 
it  seems  to  me  I  bxre  already  fully  established  in 
the  first  part  of  ray  arguments. 

The  seleet  committee  (driven  thereto,  petbapi, 
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by  the  weakness  of  the  gcoand  they  were  compelled 
to  defend)  have  recurred  to  a  last  argament.  the 
most  extraordinary,  perhaps,  of  any  they  have  ad- 
Tanced.  Hariog  said^  in  the  former  pan  of  their 
report,  that  every  nation  bad  a  right  to  send  off 
aliens  at  will,  they  afterwards  assert  that,  "as  tbe 
Constitution  has  ^iveo  to  the  States  no  power  to 
remove  aliens,"  it  is  necessary  to  conclude  that  the 
power  devolves  to  the  Qeoeral  Government 

It  is,  I  believe,  the  first  time  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  powers  of  tbe  individual  States 
were  derived  from  the  Gonstitation  of  tbe  United 
States.  That  Constitution  has  heretofore  been 
considered  as  a  delegation  of  powers  to  the  Qea- 
enl  Oovernmeat,  and  not  to  the  several  States. 
But  tbe  assertion  of  the  committee  may  be  shortly 
answered  by  reading  tbe  twelfth  amendment  to 
tbe  CoQstitutioQ,  viz:  "  The  powers  not  deJ^izted 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
^:Urited  by  it  to  the  States,are7ie«en«<f  to  tbe  States, 
respectively,  or  to  the  people."  In  order  to  prove 
that  the  powers  are  not  reserved  to  tbe  States,  i( 
is  necessary  to  prove  that  they  are  delegated  to 
Congress  ;  and  the  committee,  with  that  kind  of 
l(^ic  which  pervades  tbe  whole  of  their  report,  in 
order  to  prove  that  powers  are  delented  to  Con- 
gress,  assume  the  position  that  they  do  not  belong 
to  tbe  States.  Tbe  Constitution  declares  that  the 
powers  not  prohibited  to  the  States  are  reserved  to 
Uiem,  and  the  committee  nsierts  that  the  powers 
not  given  to  the  States,  are  not  reserved  to  them. 
It  woidd  seem,  as  the  committee  bad  been  desirous 
of  jQstifying,by  their  own  ailment,  what  I  have 
advanced,  Uiat  tbe  doctrine  necessary  to  support 
the  constitutionality  of  this  law  would  infallibly 
swallow  up  all  the  powers  of  the  several  States. 

That  the  States  had  a  right  to  legislate  on  this 
subject  never  was  denied.  It  is  a  fact,  that  some 
them  have  legislated  upon  it  Virginia  lus 
passed  an  alien  law,  which  has  been  quoted  by  the 
supporters  of  the  law  of  Congress.  It  was  strange 
enoughj  that  on  a  Constitutional  question,  whether 
tbe  United  Stales  or  the  several  States  had  a  right 
to  pass  such  laws,  tbe  advocates  for  tbe  right  of 
Congress  should  quote  a  law  of  one  of  tbe  States, 
which  proved  the  very  reverse  of  their  doctrine. 
But  their  object  was  to  puzzle  and  confound,  and 
not  to  enlighten  the  understanding ;  and  if  they 
meant  to  rescue  the  law  of  Congress  from  the 
charge  of  imfoopriety  and  injustice,  by  the  instance 
ai  that  of  Vii^inia,  they  have  been  guilty  of  a  gross 
mttrepreseDtation :  for  the  act  of  that  State,  so  far 
firom  oeing  similar  to  that  complained  of,' is  not  a 
law  eoncemiog  alien  friends,  but  a  law  respecting 
alien  enemies,  perfectly  similar  to  that  of  Congress, 
of  which  no  one  complains,  and  which  passed 
without  opposition. 

To  tbe  argument  against  the  law,  drawn  from 
that  part  of  tbe  Constitution  which  secures  the 
trial  of  alt  crimes  by  jury,  tbe  most  satisftctory 
answer  given  by  the  committee  is,  that  aliens  not 
being  parties  to  the  Constitution,  have  no  rights 
under  it.  Without  entering  into  an  examination 
of  tbe  Conrtitutional  question  arisiog  on  that 
point,  I  will  only  remark,  that  the  construction  is 
aaiih ;  and  tha^  to  tnuufiort  emigrants,  merely 
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from  moiivesof  policy,"  and  "without  their  having 
committed  any  offence."  is  often  unjust — alwijv 
oppressive  and  cruel.  Tbe  manner  in  which  alias 
have  been  invited  to  this  country,  and  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  tbey  stand,  justify  tbe  asser- 
tion. 

Tbe  Constitution  fives  to  Congress  no  power 
over  aliens,  except  that  of  naturuization.  The 
power,  therefore,  remains  with  the  States  to  give 
to  aliens  tbe  rights  of  denizens.  That  power  hu 
not  been  exercised  by  that  name;  but  it  has,  in 
fact,  been  carried  into  effect  Not  only  in  some 
States  have  aliens  been  enabled  topurcba9e,tolioU, 
to  inherit,  and  to  leave  by  will,  real  estates— a  rigkt 
which  principally  constitutes  a  denizen— but  maiy 
have  actually  been  admitted  in  some  States,  either 
by  special  acu  of  the  Legislature,  or  in  conforinitf 
to  former  general  laws,  to  all  tbe  rights  of  citizess 
of  those  States,  so  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  indi- 
vidual Sutes  to  do  it ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they  have 
received  every  ri^ht,  but  such  as  arise  from  nataral- 
ization — every  right  of  denizens.  On  the  other 
band,  the  laws  of  the  Union  have  invittd  emigta- 
tion.  by  holding  ont  tbe  prospect  of  being  nalnral* 
ized  at  tbe  end  of  a  period  which,  till  nearly  tbe 
time  when  the  alien  law  passed,  never  exceeded 
five  years.  Under  these  laws,  eroigranis  have, If 
a  formal  declaration  before  our  courts,  ^ven  tn- 
dence  of  tbeir  intention  of  becomipg  citizens  tad 
of  renouncing  their  ftnmer  alle^^cfr— a  deehia* 
lion  almost  tantamount  to  an  aeiual  renuneiatwi. 
They  have  abandoned  their  native  countries  for- 
ever; many  of  them  have  acquired  lands,  and  uhu- 
ri^  in  America,  most  of  them  have  here  the  whole 
of  tbeir  property,  or  their  only  means  of  substeKaea 
Under  all  mese  eircumsunces,  it  may  be  doofatfd 
whether  a  great  proportion  of  these  aliens  are  net 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  denizens  ;  and  if  tbeyaie 
not  so.  by  a  strict  construction  of  positive  laws,  at 
least,  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  tbe  moviaoai 
of  the  law  violate,  in  this  respect,  the  uicutesof 
humanity  and  justice. 

Tbe  policy  of  this  measure  seems  to  be  defrayed 
by  tbe  select  committee  on  t&e  same  ground  whiek 
is  to  be  a  pretence  and  a  justification  for  every  ict 
of  domestic  oppression,  for  every  encroadnacBt  a 
power,  for  every  new  uz,  for  everjr  extravagaM 
loan,  for  every  prodigal  act  of  expenditure,  for  ercrf 
increase  of  the  Navy,  for  every  standing  amy 
which  may  be  lused  under  the  various  namM  of 
permanent  army,  additional  army,  provisiooal 
army,  eventtial  army,  or  mU^e^ed  volanteen 
The  alien  and  sedition  acts  form,  in  theopinioo  of 
the  committee,  an  essential  part  of  our  general  sys- 
tem of  defence  against  France.  1  do  not  mean  to 
follow  them,  whiut  they  use,  instead  of  argumeoiS) 
the  mere  cant  of  the  day.  Tbey  cannot  be  seriotu 
when  they  tell  us  of  the  employment  uf  the  actiw 
talents  of  a  numerous  body  of  French  citizens  hoe 
as  emissaries  and  spies.  And  if  they  are,  does  thai 
committee  mean  to  impose  upon  thisHouse,asapM 
the  people  of  some  parts  of  the  Union  ?  Do  we 
not  know  tfaat,  if  there  be  any  danger  from  Fraaci^ 
tbe  act  respecting  alien  enemies  is  applicable  to 
her  citizens,  and  uat  the  Uw  now  complained  oi 
respecu  alien  friends,  and  was  originally  intowoa 
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to  operate,  not  against  subjects  of  France,  but 
against  A-uA  emtgraots  and  other  subjects  or  Great 
raitain?  Do  we  notkoow  that,  not  withstanding 
all  the  clamor  of  last  Summer,  and  notwithstand- 
ing Ae  two  laws  passed  oa  that  subject,  not  a  sin- 
gle FrcDch  citUEen  has  been  remorea  1 

Sdll  less  can  I  suppose  that  the  committee  were 
in  earnest  when  they  pretended  to  believe  that 
the  United  States  offered  as  easy  and  nlluriag  a 
eonqaest  to  France  as  Egjrpt.  Toer  seem  to  have 
fot»>ttea  that  Eigypt  was  governed  and  def? nded 
bv  Mamelukes  and  inhabited  b^  slaves;  that  the 
united  Suies  are  as  yet  inhabited  and  defended 
Ij  the  people  themselves.  Hut  if  the  committee 
thought  that  the  fear  of  an  invasion  did  justify 
those  taws,  when  passed,  will  they  pretend  to  say 
that  the  danger,  even  in  their  opinioOj  now  exists, 
aad  that  the  same  necessity  now  justi6es  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  laws  1 

It  is  not  only  against  invasion  that  those  laws 
are  said  to  be  necessary.  We  are  told  of  a  system 
which  convulses  the  civilized  world,  and  has 
ihaken  the  fabric  of  society  ;  of  an  unprecedented 
eombioatioD  to  establish  new  principles  of  social 
action,  on  the  subversion  of  religioo,  morality, 
law,  and  Government.  If  these  are  the  dangers 
which  threaten  us,  and  if  Congress  think  them- 
selrea  vested  with  all  the  powers  which  they  may 
diink  expedient  to  repel  them,  I  wish  to  know  to 
wbat  extent  they  may  not  legislate,  and  by  what 
possiUe  limitation  they  can  Iw  restrained,  in  their 
ammption  of  powers?  There  is  not  an  iodivid- 
ntlen  this  floor,  there  is  not  a  man  of  common 
onderstaDding  and  common  information  in  the 
natioo,  who,  unless  he  is  uader  the  influence  of  the 
ilhuion&  of  tbe  new  anti-republican  fanaticism,  or 
blinded  by  party  spirit,  does  not  know  that  these 
pelended  dangers  are,  in  America,  the  visionary 
phantoms  of  a  disordered  imagination.  And  I 
have  taken  notice  of  those  sentiments  merely  to 
give  an  additional  proof,  that  under  pretence  of 
prereniing  imaginary  evib,  an  attempt  is  made  to 
establish  tbe  omnipotence  of  Congress,  and  sub- 
stantial despotism,  on  the  ruins  of  ourConstitution. 

Is  that  a  measure  of  security  and  general  de- 
fence which  puts  anumerous  body  of  aliens — aliens 
who  are  represented  as  so  desperate  and  danger- 
ous-HiDder  the  absolute  control  of  one  man,  which, 
by  bolding  the  rod  of  terror  over  their  beads,  and 
Inrioi^  tluir  fate  at  his  sole  disposal,  renders  them 
complete  i^ves  of  the  President,  and  makes  them 
ptO(wr  instruments  for  the  execntion  of  every  pro- 
ject which  ambition  may  sa^st,  which  faction 
nuy  dictate  ?  Is  that  a  QoveromeDt  of  laws  which 
leaves  os  no  security  but  in  the  confidence  we 
have  in  the  moderation  and  patriotism  of  one  man? 
And  do  the  abettors  of  these  laws  forget  that  even 
that  is  precarious,  and  that  tbe  unlimited  power 
vbieh  they  think  safely  lodged  in  one  individual 
may  in  a  day  be  vested  in  another  man  in  whom 

do  not  place  the  same  confidence  ? 
,  Is  that  a  measure  of  general  defence  which  has 
diminished  confidence  in  tbe  Government  and  pro- 
duced disunion  among  the  the  States  and  anumg 
the  people? 
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Yet  I  am  happy  to  find  that  even  this  law  has 
produced  such  general  dissatisfaction.  I  was  the 
the  more  alarmnl  on  account  of  ibis  law,  because, 
attacking  only  aliens,  for  whom  no  immediate 
concern  conld  be  felt^  it  might  the  more  easily 
become  the  vehicle  to  introduce  doctrines  and  in- 
novations which  wonld  hereafter  serve  as  a  prece- 
dent to  attack  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  them- 
selves. A  pretence  of  general  defence  may  justify 
oppressive  measures  against  citizens  as  well  as 
against  aliens.  Although  some  nice  distinctions 
may  now  be  made  in  order  to  discriminate  one  class 
from  tbe  other,  yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
only  security  oi  citizens  against  unconstitutional 
measures  consists  in  a  strict  adherence  to  the  Con* 
stitution ;  that  their  liberties  are  only  protected  by 
^parchment — by  words — and  that  they  may  be  de> 
stroyed  whenever  it  shall  be  admitted  that  the  strict 
and  common  sense  of  words  may  be  construed 
away  under  the  plea  of  some  supposed  necessity; 
whenever  the  Constitution  shall  be  understood  and 
exercised  as  an  instrument  unlimited  where  it 
grants  power,  and  nugatory  where  it  limits  powa. 

We  may  feel  alarmed  when  we  see  a  committee 
of  this  House  asserting  that  the  powers  not  given 
to  the  Stales  (and  it  may  be  added,  by  the  same 
rule  of  construction,  the  powers  not  given  to  the 
people  by  tbe  Constitution)  belong  to  (he  General 
Government.  We  may  feel  alarmed  when  that 
committee  insist  that,  although  it  is  true  that  the 
trial  of  all  crimes  must  be  by  jury,  yet,  to  inflict 
a  punishment  when  no  oflence — no  crime — has 
been  committed,  is  not  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution; when  the  only  distinction  they  apply  to 
citizens  consists  in  the  difference  of  punishment, 
but  not  in  a  difference  of  the  principle.  We  may 
feel  alarmed  when  we  find  that  Congress  have 
already  acted  on  those  principles  toward  citizens ; 
that  they  have  already  passed  another  law — the 
sedition  law — grounded  on  the  same  principles, 
on  the  same  doctrine,  or  rather  on  the  same  aban- 
donment of  the  ezidicit  and  evident  sense  of  the 
Constitution,  which  alone  could  justify  the  alien 
law.  I  hope — I  trust — that  the  spirit  which  dic- 
tated both  laws  has  subsided,  even  within  these 
walls,  and  that  the  name  Congress  who,  under  the 
impressions  of  a  momentary  alarm,  which  prevent- 
ed a  coot  investigation,  hastily  adopted  those  two 
measures,  will  have  courage  enough  to  revise  their 
own  conduct,  to  acknowled^  their  own  errors, 
and,  by  a  repeal  of  the  obuoxioos  acts,  restore  gen- 
eral confidence,  union,  and  harmony,  amongst  the 
States  and  the jwople. 

When  Mr.  Gallatin  had  concluded,  the  quea- 
tion  was  taken  and  carried — yeas  52.  nays  48. 

The  2d  resolution  being  next  in  order,  viz : 

Raohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  reped  As  act 
passed  the  last  sesshm,  entitled  <'  An  act  in  adAtim 
to  tbe  a^  entitled  An  act  for  tbe  panishoMnt  ctf 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Nicholas  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman — I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
rise  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  indisposed  also 
as  I  find  myself,  to  speak  on  this  important  ques- 
tion ;  but,  smce  gentlemen  are  determined  now  to 
decide  upon  it,  1  must  be  indulged  in  making  some 
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otwerratioBs  upon  it,  prerious  to  the  qnestion  be- 
inff  tftken. 

The  select  committee  had  very  truly  stated, 
that  only  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  act, 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  are  com- 
plained of— that  the  part  of  the  law  which  pun- 
ishes seditious  acts  is  acquiesced  in,  and  that  the 
Iiart  that  poes  to  restrain  what  are  called  sedi- 
tious writiDgs,  IB  alone  the  objeet  of  the  peti- 
tions. 

This  part  of  the  law  is  complained  of  as  being 
unwarranted  by  the  Constitntion,  and  destruciiTe 
of  the  first  principles  of  Republican  Goremment. 
It  is  always  justifiable,  in  examining  the  princi- 
ple <^  ■  law,  to  inquire  what  otbo^  laws  can  be 
pused  with  equal  reaaouj  and  to  impute  to  it  all 
the  misehiefs  for  which  it  may  be  used  as  a  pre- 
oedent.  In  this  ease,  little  inquiry  is  left  for  us 
to  make,  the  ar^menta  in  favor  of  the  law  car- 
rying ns  immediately,  and  by  ineTitable  conse- 
qaenee,  to  absolute  power  orer  the  press.  The 
case  chosen  for  oar  first  legislation,  that  of  "  false, 
scandalous,  and  malicious  writings."  is  specious, 
and  as  likely  as  any  can  be  to  establish  an  inter- 
est in  its  favor;  but  when  it  is  fairly  examined,  it 
will  be  found  to  operate  on  cases,  which  could 
not,  at  first  riew,  be  expected  to  come  under  it ;  to 
be  the  instrument  or  most  unjust  oppression, 
and  to  restrain  that  free  communication  of  hon- 
est opinion  which  is  the  soul  of  the  Government. 
But  when  you  come  to  inquire  further,  and  learn, 
from  the  advoeates  of  the  law,  the  authority 
which  they  claim  for  passing  it,  you  will  find  that 
the  power  claimed  does  not  stop  even  with  this 
law,  mischievous  as  tt  may  be,  but  that  it  extends 
to  absolute  and  unlimited  control. 

It  U  not  ]Hvtended  that  the  Constitution  has 
given  any  exvret$  authority  which  they  claim  for 
passing  this  law,  and  it  is  claimed  only  as  im- 
plied m  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
'*laws  which  shall  be  necMSorv  and  proper  for 
"carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 
"and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  i 
^  in  the  Ooremmeot  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
"  auy  department  or  office  thereof."  It  is,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  fix  a  jnst  constmelion  of  this 
clanie. 

That  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government 
were  intended  to  be  limited,  is  universally  admit- 
ted, in  the  abstract ;  is  proved  by  every  claase  of 
the  Constitation,  and  is  positively  declared  by  the 
ISth  nmedmoit  in  these  words:  "the  powers  not 
"  delated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 
"  tion,  nor  nrohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
^  served  to  the  States  rencetively,  or  to  the  pco- 

The  jnst  construction  of  the  Constitution,  if 
the  clause  respecting  necessary  and  proper  powers 
had  been  omitted,  would  have  been  the  same  that 
it  ought  to  be  witn  the  addition  ;  for  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  that  a  grant  of  specified  powers  would 
have  contained  a  grant  of  such  power  as  is  neces- 
•■ry  to  carry  the  specified  power  into  efiect,  and 
therefore  the  declaration  ought  to  make  no  diflbr- 
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euce,  according  to  a  wdl  known  maxim.  This 
was  the  understanding  of  all  the  friends  of 
Constitation  at  its  adoption,  and  the  GonstiiaUoa 
ought  now  to  be  construed  as  if  the  claase  had 
been  omitted.  But  it  is  proper  to  examine  the 
meaning  of  it,  as  expressed. 

It  is  clear,  that  this  clause  was  intended  to  be 
merely  an  auxiliary  to  the  powers  specially  etio- 
merated  in  the  Constitution;  and  it  most,  thete- 
fore,  be  so  construed  as  to  aid  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  leave  the  boundaries  between  ths 
General  (Government  and  the  State  Governmenti 
untouched.  The  ai|[umeat,by  which  the  select 
committee  hare  endeavored  to  establish  the  to* 
thority  of  Congress  over  the  jnress,  is  the  follow- 
ing: ''Congress. have  power  to  punish  seditiau 
comUnntions  to  resist  the  laws,  and  therefore  Con* 
eress  must  have  the  power  to  punish  false,  teaa* 
dalons  and  malicious  writings ;  because  sack 
writings  render  the  Administration  odioas  and 
contemptible  among  the  people,  and,  bjr  doing  lo, 
have  a  tendency  to  produce  opposition  to  the 
laws." 

It  is  expressly  admitted  by  the  committee,  that 
the  power  to  punish  seditious  combinations  to  re- 
sist the  laws,  is  only  derived,  by  constrDciion, 
from  the  clause  giving  all  necessary  and  proper 
powers  before  recited ;  and  that  there  is  no  ezp>^ 
power  in  the  Constitution  to  that  effect.  There 
IS  no  dispute  about  this  construction  being  jnst; 
but  I  contend  that  the  inference  from  this  implied 

EDwer  cannot  be  supported,  viz :  That  Congress 
ave  a  power  to  punish  seditious  writings." 
The  Constitntion  sa^s :  Congress  shall  hive 
power  over  all  acts  which  hinder  the  exeention,* 
dec.  J  but,  to  make  it  support  the  construetioB  of 
the  committee,  it  should  say  that,  ''Congress  shall 
have  power  over  all  acts  which  are  likely  to  pro- 
duce acts  which  hinder  the  execution,"  «c,  Ooi 
construction  confines  the  power  of  Congress  to 
such  acts  as  immediately  interfere  with  the  at- 
cution  of  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress  j  be- 
cause the  power  can  only  be  necessary  as  wdl  ts 
proper,  when  the  acts  really  would  hinder  the 
I  execution.  The  construction  of  the  comminee 
extends  the  power  of  Congress  to  all  acts  whicb 
have  a  relation,  ever  so  many  d^ees  removed, to 
the  enumerated  powers,  or  rather  lo  the  acts  which 
would  hinder  their  execution.  By  oar  eonstrac* 
tion,  the  Constitntion  remains  defined  aadlinite^ 
according  to  the  plain  intent  and  meaning  of  tiK 
framers  fbv  the  constraction  of  the  comnutteej  all 
limitation  is  lost,  and  it  may  be  extended  over  the 
different  actions  of  life  as  speculative  ptditiciuM 
may  Uiiok  fit. 

The  suggestion  on  which  the  authority  overue 
press  is  founded,  is,  that  seditions  writings  htrea 
tendency  to  produce  oppmsitton  to  Govemmeirt. 
What  has  a  greater  tendency  to  fit  men  for  in- 
surrection and  resistance  to  Government,  than 
dissolute,  immoral  habits,  at  once  destroying  love 
of  order,  and  dissipating  the  fortune  which  gives 
an  interest  in  society  ? 

The  doctrine  that  Congress  can  punish  any  sel 
which  has  a  tendency  to  hinder  the  execution  n 
the  laws,  as  well  as  acts  which  do  hinder  it,  will, 
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Aerefore,  clearly  entitle  ih«m  to  assume  a  general 

SiardiaDship  over  the  morals  of  the  people  of  the 
oiled  States. 

Again :  nothiogr  can  hare  a  greater  tradeocy  to 
nanre  obedience  to  law,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
likAj  to  check  every  propensity  to  resistaoce  to 
QoTemment,  than  virtuous  and  wise  education: 
therefore  CoBgress  must  have  power  to  subject  all 
die  youth  of  the  Uuiied  States  to  a  certain  system 
of  MocatioD.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  connect 
every  sort  of  authority  used  by  any  Glovernmeiit 
with  the  well-being  of  the  Geaerai  Government, 
and  with  as  much  reason  as  the  committee  had 
f<a  their  opinion  to  assign  the  power  to  Congress, 
althoiuh  the  consequence  must  be  the  prostra- 
tioo  01 the  Slate  Qovemments. 

Bat  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  oecesnty 
of  adhering  to  the  common  meaning  of  the  word 
''BeeesMTy?'  in  the  claose  under  eonsidemtion, 
vfaieh  is,  that  the  power  to  be  assumed  most  be 
one  without  which  some  one  of  the  enDmaiated 
powers  cannot  exist  or  be  maintained.  It  cannot 
escape  notice,  however,  that  the  doctrine  contend- 
ed for,  that  the  Administration  must  be  protected 
igainst  writings  which  are  likely  to  bring  it  into 
eootempt,  as  tending  to  opposition,  will  apply  with 
moreforce  to  truth  than  falsehood.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  discovery  of  maladministration 
wilt  bring  more  lasftiog  discredit  on  the  Glovern- 
mnitofa  country  than  the  same  charges  would 
if  untrue. 

This  is  not  an  alarm  founded  merely  on  coo- 
straction ;  for  the  Gk>vernmeats  which  mtve  exer^ 
cisedcoatrol  over  the  press,  have  carried  it  the 
^ole  length.  This  ia  notoriously  the  law  of 
SsgUnd,  from  whence  this  systan  has  been 
drawn ;  for  there,  truth  and  fhlsehood  are  alike 
nbjeet  to  punishment,  if  the  publieatiMi  brings 
eoBtempt  on  the  officers  of  Government. 

I  jiave  shown,  as  I  promised,  that  the  authority 
OB  Whieh  this  act  is  supported,  ^vea  unlimited 
power  over  the  press,  as  to  its  investigation  of 
jaiAk  affitirs,  which  ia  its  most  important  func- 
ucHi ;  and  I  wiU  now  endeavor  to  snow,  that  the 
effect  of  the  present  law  is  very  little  short  of  the 
complete  restraint  of  all  mefuIdiaeiiarioD  on  pub- 
lic men  and  measures. 

Tbe  law  has  been  current  by  the  fair  pretence 
<^pflmahing  nothing  but  &behood,  and  by  holding 
oat  to  the  accused  the  liberty  of  proving  the  truth 
of  tbe  writing;  but,  it  was  from  the  first  appre- 
hcflded,  and  it  seems  now  to  have  been  adjudged 
fthe  doctrine  has  certainly  bera  asserted  on  this 
loor)  that  matters  of  opinion,  arisinigon  notorious 
nets,  come  under  tbe  law.  If  this  ii  tbe  ease, 
^re  is  the  advantage  of  the  law  requiring  .that 
1^  writing  should  be  false,  before  a  man  shall  be 
liaUe  to  punishment,  or  or  his  having  the  liberty 
of  proving  the  truth  of  his  writing  1  Of  the  truth 
of  facts  there  is  an  almost  certain  test;  the  belief 
of  honest  men  is  certain  enough  to  entitle  it  to 
?reat  confidence;  but  their  opinions  have  no  cer- 
tuoty  at  all.  The  trial  of  the  truth  of  opinions, 
in  the  best  state  of  society,  would  be  altogether 
precarious;  and,  perhaps,  a  jury  of  twelve  men 
could  never  be  found  to  agree  in  any  one  opinion. 


At  the  present  moment,  when,  unfortunately, 
opinion  is  almost  entirely  governed  by  prejudice 
and  pftssioii,  it  may  be  more  deotded,  but  n<dmdy 
will  say  it  is  mote  res^table ;  chance  must  de- 
termine whether  political  opinions  are  true  or 
false,  and  it  will  not  anfrequently  happen,  that  • 
man  will  be  punished  for  publishing  opinion* 
which  are  sincerely  his,  and  which  are  of  a  nature 
to  be  extremely  interesting  to  the  public,  merely 
because  accident,  or  deugu,  has  collected  a  jury 
difierent  sentiments. 

If  the  effect  of  the  preset  law  is  to  restrain  the 
free  communication  of  opinion,  and  its  principle 
will  justify  any  contn^  Gh>verament  chooses  to 
exercise  over  the  press,  an  inquiry  may  nfely  be 
entered  on,  whether  Congress  ought  to  possetis  tbe 
power,  even  if  tbe  clause  giving  necessary  an^ 
noper  power  would  extend  tosucn  remote  cases  ? 
It  is  the  more  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  useini- 
ness  of  this  power  in  the  hanu  of  Gongreaa,  since 
the  opinion  is  beooming  current,  that  that  altwA' 
will  ^ive  Congress  a  right  to  assume  it,  upon  the 
principle  that  GtovHument  must  hare  a  right  te 
do  everything  proi)er  for  its  safety.  This  doctrine 
may  be  very  fallacious,  if  not  taken  in  the  restrict 
ed  sense  to  be  found  in  the  clause  giving  neeeaaarjr 
powers.  No  Government  can  assume  a  power 
DOt  delegated,  on  pretmce  of  its  being  necessary ; 
for  none  have  a  right  to  judge  of  what  is  necessa^ 
ry  bat  the  makers  of  the  Coostitution,  otherwise 
all  Governments  would  be  comjietent  to  make 
every  alteration  in  a  Constitution,  they  might 
think  proper,  and  the  Constitution  would  rank 
with  the  laws,  and  not  above  them.  For  the  exe- 
cution of  powers  expressly  given,  there  must  have 
been  some  latitude  allowed  to  those  who  were  to 
execute  them,  the  same  in  fact  which  is  exjseaaeA 
in  the  clause  respecting  necessary  powers. 

Is  the  power  claimed  proper  for  Congress  to 
possess  7  It  is  believed  not,  and  will  readily  be  ad- 
mitted, if  it  can  be  proved,  as  I  think  it  can,  that 
the  pei^ns  who  administer  the  Government  have 
an  interest  in  the  power  to  be  confided,  opposed  to 
that  of  the  oommuuity.  It  must  be  agrmd  that 
the  nature  of  our  Government  makes  a  difiltston 
of  knowledge  of  public  affairs  necessary  and  proper, 
and  that  the  people  have  no  mode  of  obtainingit  but 
through  the  press.  The  necessity  for  their  having 
this  information  results  from  its  being  their  duty 
to  elect  all  the  juris  of  the  Government,  and,  m 
this  way,  to  sit  in  judgment  over  tbe  ccmduci  <^ 
those  who  have  been  heret(^ore  onployed.  The 
most  important  and  necessary  information  for  th* 
people  to  reoeive  is,  of  the  mtsconduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  beeanse  their  good  deeds,  although  thsr 
wUI  produce  affection  and  gratitude  to  puUie  offi- 
cers, will  only  confirm  the  existing  eoafideoee, 
and  will,  therobre^  make  no  change  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  people.  The  question,  then,  whether 
the  Government  ought  to  have  control  over  the 
persons  who  alone  can  give  information  through- 
out B  country,  is  nothing  more  than  this,  wne- 
thef  men  interested  in  supiHvssing  information 
necessary  for  the  people  to  have,  ought  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  power,  or  whether  they  ought 
to  have  a  power  which  their  pemonal  interest 
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leads  to  the  abuse  oft  I  am  sure  no  candid  mao 
will  hesitate  about  the  answer ;  and  it  may  also 
safely  be  left  with  iogeauous  men  to  say  whether  the 
miscooducl  which  we  sometimes  see  in  the  {jress, 
had  not  better  be  borne  with,  than  to  run  the  risk  of 
confiding  the  power  of  correction  to  men  who  will 
be  constantly  urged  by  their  own  feelings  to  de- 
stroy its  usefulnesa. 

The  mode  of  thinking  which  countenances  this 
law.  and  the  doctrines  on  which  it  is  built,  are  de- 
rived from  a  country  .whose  Gtovernmeot  is  so 
different  from  ours,  that  the  situation  of  public 
officers  ou^ht  to  be  very  different.  In  Qreat  Britain, 
the  King  is  hereditary,  and,  according  to  tbe  theo- 
nr  (»r  their  Government,  can  do  no  wrong.  Public 
officers  are  bis  represeotatiTes,  and  derive  some 
portion  of  his  inviolability  from  theory,  but  more 
from  the  practice  of  the  Governtnent  which  has, 
for  the  most  part,  been  very  arbitrary.  It  was, 
therefore,  of  course,  that  they  should  receive  a 
different  sort  of  respect  from  that  which  is  proper 
in  our  Government,  where  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment are  the  servants  of  the  people,  are  amenable 
to  them,  and  liable  to  be  turned  out  of  office  at  pe- 
riodical elections.  In  Great  Britain,  writings  are 
seditious,  though  they  are  true,  if  they  tend  to 
bring  a.public  officer  into  contempt. 

In  this  country,  it  is  seen  that  the  same  princi- 
ple is  contended  for,  and  that  in  practice,  with  re- 
spect to  matten  of  opinion,  we  have  gone  the 
whole  length  of  the  pnaciple.  How  long  can  we 
expect  to  maintain  the  other  distinctive  qualities 
of  the  magistracy  of  the  two  countries,  when  this 
sameness  is  established  1  How  long  can  it  be  de- 
sirable to  have  periodical  elections,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  judffiog  of  the  conduct  of  our  rulers,  waen 
the  channels  of  information  may  be  choked  at 
their  will? 

But,sir,I  have  ever  believed  this  question  as  set- 
tled by  an  amendment  to  tbe  Coosiitution,  proposed 
with  others,  for  declaring  and  restricting  its  pow- 
ers, as  the  preamble  declares,  at  the  request  of 
several  of  the  States,  made  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  in  order  to  prevent  their  miscon- 
struction ana  abuse.  This  amendment  is  in  the 
following  words:  "Cmgress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohib- 
itiiig  the  Tree  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  the 
Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances."  There 
can  be  no  doubt  about  the  effect  of  this  ameod- 
mmiy  luless  the  "freedom  of  the  press  means 
something  very  different  from  what  it  seems;  or 
unless  there  was  some  actual  restraint  upon  it, 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  commen- 
surate with  that  imposed  br  this  law.  Both  are 
asserted,  viz :  that'tbe  *'  freedom  of  the  press"  has  a 
defined,  limited  meaning,  and  that  the  restraints 
of  tbe  common  law  were  in  force  under  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  are  greater  than  those  of  the  act 
of  Cmgress:  and  ihaL  therefore^  either  way  the 
"  freedom  of  the  press"  is  not  abridged. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  select  committee,  and  by 
every  body  who  has  gone  before  them  in  thia  di»- 


[Fbbrdabt  1799. 


cussion,  that  tbe  freedom  of  the  press,  according 
to  the  universally  received  acceptation  of  the  ex- 
pression, means  only  an  exemption  from  bU  pre- 
vious restraints  on  publication,  but  not  to  an  ei- 
emption  fromany  punishment  Government  plessv 
to  inflict  for  what  is  published.  This  dednitioa 
does  not  at  all  distingmsh  between  publications  of 
different  sorts,  but  leaves  all  to  the  regulation  of 
the  law,  only  forbidding  Government  to  interfere 
until  the  publication  is  really  made.  The  defi- 
nition, if  true,  so  reduces  the  effect  of  the  amend* 
ment,  that  the  power  of  Congress  is  left  unlimited 
over  the  productions  of  the  press,  and  they  are 
merely  deprived  of  one  mode  of  restraint 

The  amendment  was  certainly  intended  to  pro- 
duce some  limitation  to  Legislative  di8cretioB,and 
it  must  be  construed  so  as  to  produce  such  aa  ef- 
fect, if  it  is  possible.  This  is  required  in  the  con- 
struction of  all  solemn  acts,  but  must  be  more  par- 
ticularly due  to  this  on  account  of  the  various  ex- 
aminations it  underwent,  previous  to  its  adop- 
tion. It  was  first  recommended  by  the  coDves- 
tions  of  several  States,  was  adopted  by  two-thirdi 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  finally  ratified  b]r 
three-fourths  of  the  State  Legislatures.  To  give 
it  such  a  construction  as  will  bring  it  to  a  mttt 
nullity,  would  violate  the  strongest  injunctiootof 
common  sense  and  decorum  j  and  yet  that  appean 
to  me  to  be  the  effect  of  the  construction  adopted 
by  the  committee.  If  subsequent  punishmeBis 
are  sufficient  to  deter  printers  from  publishiig 
anything  which  Is  probioited,  there  is  no  stint  to 
tbe  power  of  Congress :  and  ^et,  it  appears  to  me 
that  a  limitation  was  clearly  intended.  1  cannot 
doubt  the  power  of  Government  to  bend  prinien 
to  their  will  by  subsequent  punishments,  when  all 
other  offences  are  restrained  only  in  this  waf. 
Government  does  not  punish  men  for  keeping  in- 
strumenu  with  which  they  cannot  commit  nuu- 
der,  but  contents  itself  with  punishing  mordn 
when  committed.  The  effect  of  the  amendmeai, 
says  the  committee,  is  to  prevent  Governnient 
taking  the  press  from  its  owner ;  but  how  is  their 
power  lessened  by  this,  when  they  may  take  the 

firinter  from  his  press  and  imprison  him  for  any 
ength  of  time,  for  publishios  what  they  ehooie 
to  prohibit,  although  it  may  be  ever  so  proper  for 
public  information?  Tbe  result  is,  that  QoTem- 
ment  may  forbid  any  species  of  writing,  true  as 
well  as  false,  to  be  published ;  may  inffict  the 
heaviest  punishments  they  can  devise  for  disobe- 
dience ;  and  yet  we  are  very  gravely  assured  that 
this  is  "  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

But  it  is  worth  while  to  trace  this  defioitioa  to 
the  place  from  whence  it  is  taken,  and  inqaire 
into  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  used.  Black- 
stone,  in  his  Commentaries  on  tbe  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, after  stating  the  law  respecting  libels,  which 
is,  that  everything  which  brings  a  magistrate  into 
contempt  is  punisnable,  whether  true  or  false,goei 
on  to  say,  that  this  law  is  not  inconsistent  wiu 
the  liberty  of  the  press;  and  th«i  gives  a  defini- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  thepros  in  the  manner  it  u 
used  by  tbe  Gommtttee.  The  meaning  of  all 
stone  has  said  is  this,  that  the  (fress  futs  the  pnuwr 
degree  of  liberty  in  England,  and  that  libel^  wke- 
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that  troe  or  &]se,oi]ghtto  be  puoisbed  there.  Let 
08  tpply  what  he  has  called  a  definition,  in  the 
my  at  used  it,  to  the  legislation  of  the  United 
Butes.  Suppose  the  present  question  was,  whe- 
ther ve  should  punish  truth,  as  welt  as  falsehood, 
is  libels,  would  geDtlemen  venture  to  tell  us  that 
it  was  consistent  with  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
or  Ilut  the  degree  of  freedom  proper  for  the  Uni- 
Ud  Stales,  would  remain  t  I  rentore  to  say  they 
vonld  not.  Otight  they,  then,  to  support  the  doe- 
triae  which  hereafter  may  be  practised  on  to  the 
full  extent  1  Is  there  not  reason  to  believe  gentle- 
nen  hope  to  conceal  the  full  extent  of  their  prin- 
dplei,  Of  briogipg  them  into  operation  only  by 
itgnnl  But,  sir,  it  is  a  manifest  abuse  of  Black- 
rtnrfi  anthority  to  up^y  it»u  it  has  been  here 
inlied.  He  had  advanced  into  the  fborth  volume 
Ma  panegyric  on  the  laws  of  England,  and  after 
Matug  the  law  on  this  subject,  makes  a  theory  to 
justify  the  actual  state  of  the  law.  It  must  be  re- 
marked, in  his  justification,  that  the  nature  of 
their  Government  justifies  more  rigor  than  is  cod- 
wtnit  with  oars,  and  that  the  existing  law,  of 
which  he  was  writing  the  praise,  had  been  greatly 
•oftmed  in  practice,  by  public  opiuion.  In  this 
ease,  there  was  no  danger  of  impairing  the  secu- 
rity to  liberty,  intended  by  the  Constitution  ^  for 
Bagkod  has  no  Constitution  but  what  may  be 
altered  by  the  Parliament,  aud  therefore  do  great 
pecisioQ  was  necessary  with  respect  to  general 
prioeiptes.  Indeed,  his  observations  on  this  subject 
oof  ht  to  be  called  a  theory,  and  a  theory  adapted 
nndy  to  his  own  country,  and  not  a  definition, 
very  oifierent  are  the  cureumstances  in  which  bis 
doctrine  has  been  applied  here.  A  restrictive 
elute  of  the  Conatitation  of  the  United  States, 
bf  its  applieatioo,  is  made  to  mean  nothing,  and 
when  it  is  clearly  the  iatcntion  of  the  Coostltu- 
tioD  to  put,  at  least,  some  acts  of  the  press  oat  of 
control  of  Congress,  by  the  authority  or  this  writer 
til  are  subjected  to  their  power. 

But  it  IS  said,  that  the  States  have  all  adopted 
the  same  coostruction  which  is  given  to  freedom 
of  the  press  by  the  committee,  for  that  all  the 
oQtte  Constitutions  provide  for  it,  and  yet  the  law 
^  libels  renaains  part  of  their  codes.  If  (bis  is 
HUtabout  which  however  I  am  uninformed,  it  is 
nsihr  to  be  accounted  for.  At  the  Revolution, 
the  Slate  laws  were  either  the  law  of  England,  or 
were  built  on  it,  and,  of  course,  they  would  con- 
tra the  oiooBrehieal  dootrine  respecUog  libels, 
i^eo  the  State  Coastitatioiis  were  formed,  the 
old  law  was  continued  in  force  indiscriminately, 
aod  only  a  general  exceptitm  made  of  what  should 
wfoaodineonsisteDi  with  the  State  Constitutions. 
Now,  to  prove  that  the  States  have  considered  the 
nw  of  libds  consistent  with  the  freedom  of  the 
gentlemen  should  show  that  this  law  has 
practised  on  since  the  Revolution,  and  that 
the  attention  of  the  Sutes  had  been  called  to  it  by 
U3  execution,  and  that  it  still  remains  in  force.  I 
believe  this  cannot  be  done.  So  far  as  I  know,  it 
M»  been  a  dead  letter.  I  mean  the  law  of  libels 
■gainst  magistrates;  and,  if  so,  the  argument  is 
Kvcraed,  and  is  wholly  on  my  side.  The  terms 
of  this  law  furnish  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the 
5th  Con.— 96 
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truth  of  my  opinion  ;  for  the  framers  of  it,  wound 
up,  as  they  have  been,  in  their  notions  about  Qov* 
ernment,  since  the  adoption  of  the  State  Gkivera- 
ments.  endeavored  to  take  a  middle  course  be- 
tween  real  liberty  aod  the  State  law,  which  is 
supposed  to  coniiDue  in  force,  and  have  studi- 
ously endeavored-  to  conceal  toat  their  doctrine 
leads  to  the  same  thing  by  constantly  pretending 
that  their  law  is  to  punish  only  falsehood.  Thu 
is  a  plain  admission,  that  even  now,  public  opin- 
ion would  not  support  what  they  pretend  in  the 
law  of  each  State.  But,  from  the  argument  be- 
fore urged,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted,  that  if  the 
States  had  so  understood  it,  the  construction  could 
not  be  extended  to  this  ameDdment.  No  solemn 
ia^troment  can  be  construed  so  as  to  destroy  it, 
I  have  seen  somewhere,  and  I  beg  leave  here  to 
remark  on  it,  theauthorityof  theCooventioo  who 
formed  the  Constitution  of  Virginia,  quoted  to 
justify  this  construction.  That  Convention  is 
said  to  have  passed  a  law  sioiilar  to  the  law  of 
Congress,  after  bavioff  provided  for  the  liberty  of 
the  press  in  their  bUFof  rights.  Let  us  examine 
that  law.  The  first  section  is  to  punish  those 
who  shall  "by  any  word,  open  deed,  or  act  ad- 
visedly and  willingly  maintain  aod  defend  the 
authority,  jurisdiction,  or  {rawer  of  the  King,  or 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  heretofore  claimed 
over  this  Colony,  or  shall  attribute  any  such  aiH 
thority,"  &c.  This  section,  passed  8t,the  begin- 
ning of  the  most  awful  contest  in  which  ever 
man  was  engaged,  a  contest  for  the  right  of  self- 
government  against  one  of  the  most  powerful  na-- 
tions  in  the  world,  was  to  establish  what  1  Not 
the  inviolability  of  the  Qovemor  of  the  State,  nor 
of  the  majority  of  either  House  of  the  Legislature, 
but  to  punish  men  who  should  promote  resistance 
to  the  right  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves,  to 
the  principle  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  repuUi- 
cao  principle.   So  difiereut  is  this  from  the  ob- 

J'ect  of  the  law  of  Congress,  that  it  would  have 
>ecn  impossible  to  believe  that  they  should  have 
been  compared,  if  we  bad  not  seen  it  done.  All 
argument  must  be  throwo  away  on  gentlemen 
who  do  not  feel  the  difierence  between  the  respect 
due  to  the  Constitution,  to  the  right  of  self-gOT-. 
ernment  in  the  people,  aod  that  which  is  due  to 
the  organs  of  Admmistration,  who  cannot  only 
deserve  contempt,  but  who  are  to  be  removed 
with  disgrace,  according  to  the  Constitution  itselll 
when  they  misbehave.  By  the  second  section  of 
this  law,  those  wne  to  be  punished  "  who  should 
maliciouuy  and  advisedly  endeavor  to  excite  the 
people  to  resist  the  (Soverument  of  the  Colony,  or 
persuade  them  to  return  to  a  dependence  on  the 
Crown  of  Qreat  Britain,  or  maliciously  and  ad- 
visedly excite  or  raise  tumults  and  disorders  in 
the  State,  or  maliciously  and  advisedly  terrify  and 
discourage  the  people  from  enlisting,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  GommoDwealtb,  or  dispose  them  to 
favor  the  enemy."  The  design  of  this  section  is 
apparently  the  same  with  the  former.  Every  act 
ot  ill-will  to  the  existing  Ooveroment,  is  imme- 
diately followed  by  one  tending  to  subiAission  to 
Great  Britain.  These  acts  are,  however,  out  of 
the  question,  for  they  belong  to  the  class  envme- 
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rated  in  tbe  first  section  of  the  seditioa  law,  which 
nobody  wishes  to  repeat,  as  the  committee  declare. 
Bat  if  the  law  had  anjr  analogy  to  the  law  of  Con- 
gress, it  would  be  improper  to  quote  it ;  for  it  is 
wtAl  known  that  oar  Revolution  made  a  resort  to 
exi>edie[it8  necessarj  in  a  variety  of  instances, 
which  could  not  be  justified  bj  principle,  and  that 
for  a  time,  personal  rights  were  compiled  to  bend 
before  public  necessity. 

A  distinction  is  v«y  frequently  relied  on,  be- 
tween the  freetlom  ana  the  liceotioasoess  of  the 
press,  which  it  is  propel  to  examine.  This  seems 
%o  me  to  refute  every  other  argument  which  is 
Used  on  this  ratvject;  it  amounts  to  ao  admission 
thmt  there  are  some  acta  of  the  press  which  Con- 
tfreas  ouAt  not  to  hare  power  to  rMtrain,  and 
uat  by  the  ameadment  they  are  prohibited  to  re- 
ttrain  these  acts.  Now,  to  justify  any  act  of  Con- 
gress, they  oiufht  to  show  the  boundary  between 
what  is  prohihited  and  what  ts  permitted,  and 
tiiat  the  act  is  not  within  the  prohibited  class. 
The  Constitution  has  fixed  do  such  boundary, 
therefore,  they  can  pretend  to  no  power  over  the 
|vess,  without  claimmg  the  right  of  defining  what 
IS  freedom,  and  what  is  licentiousness,  and  that 
would  be  to  claim  a  right  which  would  defeat  the 
ConsttlUtion  ;  for  every  Congress  would  have  the 
■ame  right,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press  would 
floctnate  according  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature. 
This  is,  tt^eretore,  ooly  a  new  mode  of  claiming 
absolate  power  over  the  press. 

Bat  it  is  said,  that  the  phra^lo^  of  the  amend- 
ment proves  that  the  framers  of  it  considered  the 
freedom  of  tbe  press  as  limited,  otherwise  they 
would  have  used  the  same  words  in  speaking  of 
die  freedom  of  the  press  which  they  use  in  speaking 
of  religious  establishments.  This  argument  is  cer- 
tainlr  faDclfal ;  bat  it  shall  be  considered,  as  it  is 
my  aesiffn  to  leave  do  argnment,  which  I  recol- 
lect to  have  seen,  unanswered.  It  is  jiaia,  the 
writer  of  the  amendmeot  intended  to  indulge  his 
copiousness  of  expression,  or  that  he  had  been  ac- 
eostomed  to  use  certain  words  in  a  particular 
connexion.  The  amendment  says,  in  speaking 
of  religion,  ''Congress  shall  make  no  law  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the 
free  exercise  thereof."  The  change  of  expression, 
•eeordiog  to  the  argument,  ought  to  have  some 
new  object ;  and  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if 
the  word  prokUriting  was  dropped,  the  prorisioii 
would  be  the  same.  But  the  a^ument  will  lose 
all  force  when  the  amendment  is  read  to  the  eod, 
and  it  seems  to  have  arisen  merely  from  the  com- 
mittee having  stopped  in  the  midiUe  of  it,  and  lost 
eight  of  the  latter  part.  It  says,  *<or  abridgiof  the 
fraedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of 
the  peofde  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  the 
Ctoverament  for  a  redress  of  grieniDces."  The 
ar|[nment  is  that  the  wordaftri^inf,asit  is  distin- 
guished from  remectiiw,  implies  that  tbe  freedom 
of  the  press  was  before  limited ;  but,  if  this  is  true, 
it  must  also  be  the  case  with  the  right  of  peaceably 
assembling  and  petitioning,  &c.  Is  this  pretend- 
ed, and  Inay  we  hneafter  expect  to  have  a  defi- 
aition  ot  the  right  of  petitioning,  which  will  put  it 
«lMiuderUte  control  of  Congress? 
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.  I  think  I  have  answered  every  consttuetion  irf 
the  amendment  which  can  prevent  its  being  eoni* 
pletely  prohibitory  of  all  legislatiim  by  Coagie* 
on  the  subject  of  the  press,  unless  there  was  torn 
existing  restraint  under  tbe  ConstitutiiHi  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  time  of  adopting  the  namd* 
ment.   To  this  in<|uiry  I  now  proceed. 

It  is  said,  there  is  a  common  law,  which  makes 
part  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  which  re- 
st raiued  the  press  more  than  the  act  of  Coagms 
has  done,  and  that  thotefore  there  is  no  a&niilf^ 
meni  of  its  freedom.  What  this  common  law  iil 
cannot  conceive,  nor  hare  I  seen  anybody  whe 
could  explain  himself  when  he  was  tauioi  of  it 
It  certainly  is  not  a  common  law  of  the  united 
Statea,  aeqaired  as«thal  of  Baf^d  wu,  by  im- 
memorial vmsf-  The  staa^Dg  of  the  Omm- 
meot  makes  this  imposaiUe.  It  oaanot  be  a  eode 
of  laws  adopted  because  they  were  uoiversiUT  in 
use  in  the  States,  for  the  States  had  nounimB 
eode ;  and  if  they  had,  it  could  hardly  become,  kf 
implication  part  of  the  code  of  a  Ckxvemment  of 
limited  powers,  from  which  ererything  is  ex^e»- 
ly  retained,  which  is  not  giren.  There  nerer  was 
a  uniform  code  of  laws  at  any  time  eiiunu  the 
States.  Their  senlemait  took  place  at  dinoeai 
times,  and  the  law  of  England  was  adopted  up  to 
the  respective  settlements,  in  the  whole  or  by  «■ 
lection.  Virginia  recognised  the  common  liv, 
property  so  called,  and  the  statutes  to  tbe  4tk 
James  I. ;  Maryland,  the  common  law,  and  iCM- 
utes,  up  to  the  time  of  her  settloneat:  tad 
South  Carolina,  I  am  told,  nem  acknovrfedgad 
any  of  theEo^h  statutes  to  be  in  force,  eic^ 
what  were  specially  adopted  by  law.  With  ilm 
diaimilarity  at  the  commencement,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  decisions  of  courts,  and  tbe  stst 
utes  which  were  constantly  passing,  most  ton 
made  tbe  codes  of  the  sereral  States  akogetber 
ooUke  at  the  time  of  adopting  tbe  Federal  Qoi- 
ernment.  Is  it  the  law  of  England,  at  anypailie- 
ular  period,  which  is  adopted?  It  canaot  be  be- 
lieved that  this  was  a  anirersal  favorite;  for  it 
had  been  greatly  altered  in  every  Stat&  to  adaptii 
to  their  situation,  and  it  cannot  be  belipved  thst 
after  altering  it  under  the  instruction  of  aperi- 
ence,  it  was  intended  to  bring  it  again  into  foioe. 
But  the  nature  of  the  law  (»  England  makes  it 
impossible  that  it  shonld  have  been  adopted  is  tfce 
tump  into  such  a  Goremtaient  as  this  is ;  beetw 
it  was  a  com]^e  system  (at  the  maDagweala 
all  the  a&irsof  a  country.  It  regulated  ceMBi 
pimidied  all  crimes,  and,  iu  diort,  went  to  wU  thiifF 
for  which  laws  are  necessary.  It  mi^bt  be  moR 
poperly  considered  as  the  measure  of  tbe  powers 
left  with  the  States.  Bat  how  was  this  law  adopt- 
ed ?  Was  it  by  the  Constitution  1  If  so,  it  is  m- 
mutable  and  incapaUe  of  amendment.  In  ww 
part  of  the  Constitution  is  iideclared  to  be  adopted^ 
Was  it  adopted  by  the  courts?  From  whence  do 
they  derive  their  auihority  ?  Tbe  ConslitutiM}  m 
the  clause  first  cited,  relies  on  Congress  to  pen 
all  laws  necessary  to  enable  the  courts  to  tMtTj 
their  powers  into  execution ;  it  cannot,  theremti 
have  been  intended  to  give  them  a  power  notae- 
eessary  to  their  declared  powers.  Tbciedoaim 
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seen  to  me  tbe  smallest  pretext  for  so  monstrous 
ID  atsumption;  on  the  contrary,  while  the  Con- 
stitutioQ  is  silent  about  it,  erery  fair  inference  is 
against  it.  It  was  thougbt  necessary  to  adopt 
cxpresdy  many  of  the  aaoient  and  most  Talnable 
pnnciFrfes  of  the  law  of  England,  such  as  trial  by 
jary,  and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  and  wherever 
the  Coosiilation  ffiTes  cognizance  of  crimes,  which 
vece  blown  in  that  law.  it  requires  Congress  to 
define  them,  and  direct  the  punishment,  except  in 
tbeose  of  treason,  which  it  defines  itself.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  law  of  England  with  re- 
gpect  10  libel  was  in  foree  in  all  the  States,  and 
(flat  therefore  it  is  to  be  considered  as  adopted. 
When  we  recollect  what  that  law  is,  tliat  it  puu- 
iifaes  truth  as' well  as  falsehood^  and  that  the  Con- 
grus  of  1798  did  not  think  proper  to  enact  its  pro- 
TitioQsin  the  fuU  extent,  it  may  be  fairly  denied 
that  it  could  hare  accorded  with  tbe  jealous  re- 
poUicBD  temper  of  the  Convention  who  adopted 
the  Constitution.  If  the  common  law  was  adopt- 
ed on  this  subject,  it  was  adopted  entire  as  it  then 
existsiL  and  must  remain  forever  unchangeable  as 
part  of  the  Constitution.  The  pow«r  of  juries 
■uut  be  the  same  that  it  was  then,  and  no  more, 
aad  the  improvement  which  was  immediately 
uierwards  produced  by  public  opinion  in  that  re- 
spect, in  England,  will  he  denied  to  us,  and  we 
may  even  have  to  regret  the  want  of  eome  of  tbe 
jmriaions  of  the  present  odious  law;  tmt  there  is 
too  little  reason  for  the  sng^tion  of  there  being 
a  common  law  in  the  United  States,  to  need  a 
lefutation.  If  there  was  a  uniformity  in  the  law 
tt^>ectiag  libels,  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  eriden- 
CM  of  what  was  before  said,  that  this  whole  doc- 
triae  of  libels  was  obsolete;  for  nobody  can  doubt, 
>fier  bearing  what  it  is,  that  it  must  have  under- 
gone considerable  changes,  if  it  had  ever  been 
piactised  on. 

_  The  committee  seem  to  suppose,  for  I  confess 
It  is  very  difl&cult  to  comprehend  this  part  of  their 
t^iQent,  that  tbe  law  of  libels  is  adopted  by  that 
of  the  Constitution  which  extends  tbe  judi- 
power  to  cases  of  law  and  eauityarisii^  un- 
ler  the  Constitution ;  for  this  is  the  expression  of 
ihej^t  refened  to  by  theai.  and  aot  "ofienees 
uuviK  amier  the  GonstituuQa,"  as  they  have 
Wotea  it.  How  this  can  be  infarred,  I  cannot 
meeire.  If  tbe  expression  was  "offiineea,"  as 
vuf  assert,  bUU  it  would  mean  ofienees  on  which 
9<*ii^Tesa  WW  directed  by  the  €>onstitution  to  le- 
gwate;  bnt,  as  the  expression  really  is,  the  cases 
ge  innameraUe  which  come  within  it.  See  ''The 
Vederelist,"  vol.  H.,  for  an  explanation  of  this  part 
rfdie  Constitution.  It  is  tliere  said:  "It  has 
Men  asked,  what  is  meant  by  cases  arising  under 
CoQstitutioti,  in  contradistinction  from  those 
"iMog  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States?  All 
the  restrictions  on  the  authority  of  the  State  Le- 
gt^Uures  furnish  examples  of  it,"  Ac.  For  the 
opioion  of  the  same  writer,  as  to  the  force  of  tbe 
eommoa  law  in  the  United  States,  see  same  vol- 
™^  page  345,  and  the  two  following  pag^s,  in 
much  he  uisweis  the  objection  to  an  omiKsion  of 
lb  provisions,  and  admits  that  it  is  not  adopted  by 
the  ConatitutioB. 


[H-ofR 


Upon  tbe  whole,  therefore,  I  am  fully  satisfied,  ^ 
that  no  power  is  given  by  the  Constituuoa  to  con- 
trol the  press,  and  that  such  laws  are  expressly 
prohibited  by  the  amendmenL  I  think  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  our  Governmeat,  that 
iu  administration  should  have  power  to  restrain 
animadversions  on  public  measures;  and  for  pro- 
tection from  private  injury  from  defamation,  the 
States  are  fully  competent.  It  is  to  them  that  our 
officers  must  look  for  protection  of  persons,  estates, 
and  every  other  personal  right ;  and,  therefore,  I 
see  00  reason  why  it  is  not  proper  to  rely  upon  it| 
for  defence  against  private  libeu.  \ 

The  call  for  the  question  being  loud, 

Mr.  McDowell  rose,  and  hoped  the  questiim 
would  not  now  be  taken,  but  that  the  committee 
would  rise,  it  being  now  a  late  hour  of  the  day, 
and  he  doubted  not  other  gentlemen  would  wish 
to  deliver  their  sentiments  upon  this  important 
question;  and  he  thought  an  hour  or  two  of  to- 
morrow mijght  be  well  employed  in  the  discussion 
of  this  subject — a  subject  which  had  been  brought 
before  tbe  House  by  the  people,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  receive  a  full  discussion.  He  moved  the 
committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Bayaru  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
not  rise,  but  that  the  question  would  now  be  taken. 
The  subject  had  already  been  exhausted  by  essays, 
and  debates  which  have  taken  plaoe  in  this  and 
other  Legislatures,  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  want  to  hear  anythinc 
more  on  this  subject.  One  gentleman  had  been 
heard  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  one  law,  and  ano- 
ther in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  tbe  other ;  and  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  keepiog  the  laws  in  force,  he 
trusted,  would  be  satisfied  with  the  arguments  in 
favor  of  them,  reported  by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  LiviNQSTON  rose  to  enforce  tbe  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  for  further 
lime  ior  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  and  be 
thought  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  showed  tbe  necessity  of  this  discussion. 
This  is  a  subject  said  Mr.  L.,  such  as  seldom  oc- 
curs ;  such  as,  he  hoped^  would  seldom  occur  ia 
tbe  annals  of  this  country.  It  is  a  subject  which 
has,  more  than  ao7  other,  alarmed  and  agitated 
the  public  mind.  Our  taole  is  loaded  with  pet^ 
tions,  which  charge  us  with  having  gone  beyond 
our  powers ;  and  we  are  now  about  to  decide  whe- 
ther the  charge  is  well  or  ill  founded.  And  is  not 
this  a  question  of  great  importance?  He  must 
say  he  thought  it  of  awful  importance.  If  the 
cranplaints  of  the  people  are  ill-founded  ought 
they  not  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  received 
due  consideration  1  Can  we  say  that  this  subject 
has  had  this  consideration,  without  afibrding  more 
than  two  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  giving  their 
opinions  upon  this  subject?  We  cannot;  the 
people  will  tell  us,  it  has  not  been  duly  consider- 
ed. They  will  answer,  when  we  tell  them  that 
much  public  business  prevented  a  more  full  dis- 
cussion, "  our  complaints  are  of  infinitely  greater 
importaaee  than  any  other  sub!j.ect  which  eoold 
engage  your  attention,  as  it  relates  to  the  very  ex- 
istence of  otir  ItbertiM,  and  of  the  CoutilntioB, 
which  you  have  w^edly  sworn  to  preserve," 


Alien  ami  Sedition  Lam. 


Digitized  by  Google 


301& 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


301A 


H.  OP  R.] 


Alien  and  Seditim  Laa». 


[Febbuabt,  179B. 


Shall  we  tell  the  people  wheo  they  thtis  speak, 
said  Mr.  L.,  that  the  subject  has  been  discussed  in 
the  newspapers ;  and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no 
necessiir  for  discussion  in  the  Legislature  t  He 
did  not  believe  that  they  would  be  satisfied  with 
such  an  answer.  Gtenllemen  may  say  that  they 
are  willing  to  sit  and  hear  those  who  choose  to 
speak  upon  the  subject;  that  their  reasons  in 
fkTor  of  the  law  are  stated  in  a  summary  way  in 
the  report  of  the  committee.  But  who,  on  this 
fiooT,  can  be  considered  as  the  organ  of  another  7 
Can  any  one  ^ntleman  sav  that  a  majority  uf 
this  House  are  in  favor  of  adopting  the  reasoning 
of  the  select  committee?  No  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  speak  in  what  be  thinks  the  language  of  a 
majority;  and  though  gentlemen  may  be  desirous 
of  delirering  their  sentiments,  yet  nature  cannot 
support  zeal  beyond  a  certain  extent ;  if  it  would, 
the  question  on  this  subject  would  undergo  much 
more  discussion.  Bills  of  small  importance  were 
frequently  postponed  at  the  request  of  a  single 
member :  and  he  hoped  on  so  important  a  ques- 
tion  as  the  present,  a  few  hours  for  debate  would 
not  be  refnaed. 

Mr.  Dattom  (the  Speaker)  said,  it  was  to  be 
lamented  that  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  and 
North  Carolina  should  think  it  necessary  to  con- 
sume time  in  speaking  in  favor  of  being  allowed 
to  speak.  Besides,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
ougnt  to  recollect  that  the  sense  of  the  committee 
has  already  been  taken  upon  the  propriety  of  re- 
pealing the  alien  law,  on  the  passing  ot  which 
that  gentleman  had  last  year  exhausted  all  his 
threats  and  all  his  bitterness.  And  he  believed  if 
a  similar  decision  takes  place  on  this  resolution, 
that  gentleman  as  well  as  himself,  will  eat  his 
dinner  as  well,  and  sleep  as  quietly,  as  if  the  ques- 
tion was  determined  in  a  different  way. ' 

Mr.  LiTiNOSTOM  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  is  mistaken.  If  the  resolution  be  decided, 
as  be  thinks  it  will,  I  will  not  sleep  in  quiet.  The 
country  will  not  be  quiet.  The  gentleman  may 
again  construe  this  into  a  threat.  He  may  tell  me 
that  my  former  predictions  with  respect  to  these 
laws  were  unfounded,  and  that  these  are  equally 
so.  I  hope,  said  Mr.  L.  that  bis  will  be  true,  that 
the  people  will  remain  as  tranquil  as  he  supposes; 
but  I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  theUnitedStates 
will  sit  down  quietly  under  the  operation  of  these 
Laws.  Mr.  L.  believed  they  would  not  suSerano- 
ther  session  to  pass  without  having  the  table  load- 
ed again  with  petitions.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  put 
the  present  discontent  to  sleep,  they  ought  to  suffer 
a  more  full  discussion;  if  they  refuse  this,  they 
may  be  assured  the  people  will  not  be  satisfied. 

As  to  his  speaking,  to  obtaiu  time  to  speak,  he 
did  not  wish  to  force  his  sentiments  upon  the  com- 
mittee, because  he  believed  they  would  avail  but 
little  here,  though  he  should  hope,  when  the  peo- 
sle  should  hare  seen  a  full  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject, they  would  be  satisfied  with  the  result,  what- 
ever  it  be. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  if  the  question  was 
then  taken,  he  should  participate  in  the  disquiet 
which  his  friend  from  New  York  bad  declared  he 
ybould  feel ;  because  be  thought  so  hasty  a  decis- 


ion on  80  important  a  questioo  would  be  an  iBmh 
offered  to  the  majesty  of  the  people.  It  is  aqne»> 
tion  wbich  the  people  themselves  have  bronghi 
before  us.  It  is  no  less  than  whether  we,  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  haveviolated  the  Con- 
stitution, which  we  have  sworn  to  maintaii. 
Short  as  the  time  consumed  in  this  discussion  hu 
been,  he  had  received  much  important  informa- 
tion from  the  two  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on 
the  subject.  They  have  delivered  reasons  to  the 
committee  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  these  laws, 
which  are  not  answered  by  the  report  upon  the 
table;  and  the  friends  of  these  bills,  if  they  wish  to 
satisfy  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  are  called  upon 
to  answer  these  arguments.  If  time  be  refused 
for  this  discussion,  it  will  be  offering  no  iodigoitjr 
to  the  people,  of  which  they  will  not  be  inseiDi- 
ble ;  nor  will  they  be  satisfied  with  this  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  majority ;  it  will  be  deemed  as  add- 
ing msult  to  injury. 

The  question  on  rising,  was  pu  t  and  negatived— 
55  to  43.  ,  . 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolatioD, 
and  carriedf  5d  votes  being  in  fovor  of  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  third 
resoluiion,  which  was  carried  without  a  divisim 
The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  quesiioa  be- 
ing upon  concurring  in  the  agreement  of  thecom- 
mittee  to  the  first  resolution, 

Mr.  Livingston  entered  upon  a  defence  of  the 
sentiments  which  he  delivered  when  the  passage 
of  this  law  was  under  consideration,  which,  he 
said,  had  been  much  misrepresented;  but,  after 
making  some  progress  in  his  observations,  w 
Speaker  declaring  them  unconnected  with  the 
question  before  the  House,  he  sat  down,  and  the 
first  resolution  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  iiu 
stood— 62  to  48,  as  follows : 

Ybas— John  Allen,  Gcoige  Baer,  n-.,  Bwley  Bwd*, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Jontthsn  Brac^  David  Brook^"^ 
pbea  BuUock,  Christopher  G.  ChsmpUn,  John  Clu^ 
man,  James  Goc^nm.  William  Craik,  8«noe!  W- 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Enns, 
Abiel  Foster,  DwightFortar,  Jonstfaan  Freenun,  Saaj 
Glen,  Ohaunoey  Goodridi,  William  Gotdon,  KogW 
Giiswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodlos  Hsn* 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  HezeknA  I*  H*' 
taet,  James  H.  ImUv.  SamusI  Lyoso.  Jamsi  Mam 
William  Matthews,  Danid  Motgan,  Lara  B.  Itan^i 
Hanison  G.  Otis,  Immt  Pariur,  Thomas  I4»dnMr> 
John  Resd.  John  Butledge,  jr.,  James  8charein«n,Hm- 
uel  SewaU,  William  Sh^ard,  Thomaa  BinoHM 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Peieg  Bprmgue,  Gwrge  TbslA*, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  ThunsMi.  Thoowa  TUliii|M 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadswoilb,  Robert  Wata, 
and  John  Williams. 

Nats— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  T™""* 
Blount,  Richard  Breat,  Robert  Browo,  Samoel  J.  **■ 
bell,  Thomai  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Chi- 
borne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thoa.  T.  Dm* 
John  Dawson.  George  Dent,  Joseph  Bggleston,  hvem 
Ehnendor^  William  Fuidley,  John  Fowler,  Nathiniet 
Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  GallaUn,  James  Gille^ie,  AmW» 
Giegg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harriaon,  Jo^taL 
N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heirter,  David  Hoiowa,  WsW 
Jonea,  Edward  UTingaton,  Matthew  Locke,  MaWW 
Lyon.  Nathaniel  Maooo,  Blair  Mc01«achsn» 
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lUDam^  Amhoiiy  N«w,  John  NidioK  JotbhTwt- 
kv,  TM^m  J.  SUimar.  Sunoel  Bndth,  William 
SaDith,  Kidwrd  Opngg,  jKchard  Stanford,  Thoa.  8am- 
lar,  AbniD  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Oortlandt, 
Joa^  B.  Vvnum,  Abraham  VenaUa,  and  Robert 
WiUianM. 

IAt.  McDowgli.  then  moTed  an  adjournment  i 
whieh  was  attired — 55  to  38. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  res- 
olution, upon  which  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ex- 
acUr  tne  same  as  upon  the  first. 

The  q^uestion  on  the  third  was  concurred  in,  61 
roles  being  for  it. 

ToESDar,  February  26. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Craik,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  establishing 
the  Poat  KH&ce  of  the  United  States;  which  beine 
gone  thronefa^  the  committee  rose,  and  the  bill 
wns  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
neeessar]^  in  the  law  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  American  seamen,  reported  a  bill  to  revise, 
continue  in  force,  and  amend  the  law;  which  was 
committed. 

The  following  bilb  from  the  Senate  were  read, 
Tiz: 

A  bill  for  the  security  of  bail,  in  certain  cases ; 

A  bill  to  augment  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
therein  mentioned ; 

A  bill  concerning  the  territory  west  of  Penn- 
sylvania, commonly  called  the  Western  Reserve 
of  Connecticut } 

A  bill  alterix^  the  time  <rf  holding  the  District 
Court  of  Vermont ; 

A  bill  concerning  French  citizena  that  have 
been,  or  may  b^  broagbt  into  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinqston,  the  bill  reiipect- 
ing  the  Western  Reserve  lands,  was  postponed  tilt 
Ae  next  session. 

The  bill  respecting  the  District  Court  of  Ver- 
mont, and  the  bill  concerning  French  citizens, 
were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 
and  the  others  were  committed. 

On  motion  to  read  the  bill  respecting  salaries 
the  second  time,  Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  reject 
the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  very  little  dif- 
ferent from  a  bill  which  had  already  been  reject- 
ed bjr  this  House ;  but  the  motion  for  a  second 
reading  being  withdrawn,  the  question  of  rejec- 
tioa  will  also  lie  over  tilt  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Pahkbr,  the  House 
lesolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Uie  bill  authorizing  an  augmentation  of  the  Ma- 
nne  Corpa.  The  augmentation  is  by  two  first 
lientenants,  tlx  second  lieutenants,  eight  sergeaots. 
^ghteen  drums  and  fifes,  and  one  nundred  and 
•evenly  privates.  After  filling  the  blanks,  the 
eommittee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinoknbt,  the  Hoose  went 
aao  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
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seamen ;  which  being  agreed  to,  went  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  for  the  better  organizing  of  the. troops  of  the 
United  States;  and,  afier  some  discussion,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  prepress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Gallatin  pret.ented  a  petition  from  George 
Turaefjpraying  tor  a  pre-emption  to  certain  lands 
in  the  Western  Territory,  formerly  included  with- 
in the  tract  of  Judge  Symmes,  but  now  excluded 
therefrom.  Mr.  G.  urged  in  favor  of  the  aj^ 
pointment  of  a  select  committee  to  consider  this 
petition ;  that  he  believed  if  some  steps  were 
not  taken  immediately,  with  respect  to  these  lands, 
that  the  United  States  would  never  get  anything 
for  them.  A  eomminee  of  three  was  ftppoint«d 
to  report  bv  btU  or  otherwise. 

The  following  billa  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed: 

The  bill  respecting  French  citizens  who  are  or 
may  be  captured  and  brought  into  the  United 
States ; 

The  bill  for  altering  the  lime  for  holding  the 
District  Court  of  Vermont; 

The  bill  for  augmenting  the  Marine  Corp ; 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  rehef  and 
protection  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen;  and 

The  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  certain  lands  between  the  Great  and 
Little  Miami  rivers;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ABMT. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  better  oreanizing  the  troo{)s 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes.  This 
bill  proposed,  besides  the  better  organizing  of  the 
troops,  to  provide  an  eventual  increase  of  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  and  a  present  increase  of  a 
iMttalion  of  artillery^  two  companies  of  cavalry, 
and  a  battalion  of  riflemen.  In  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  S. 
Smith,  to  striae  out  what  relates  to  the  present 
increase  of  the  Army,  when  there  appeared  40 
votes  infovorof  the  motion,  and  39  against  it;  and 
the  Chairman  declaring  himsdf  in  the  negative^ 
the  motion  was  not  carried. 

When  the  bill  came  into  the  House,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  which  went  to 
say,  that  no  part  of  the  proposed  additional 
force  should  be  raised,  unless  further  provisim 
shall  be  made,  or  war  shall  break  out  between 
the  United  Stetes  and  some  European  Prniee, 
Potentate,  or  State,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at 
his  discretion,  to  cause  the  said  raiments,  or  any 
of  them,  to  be  severally  eomideted  to  their  fuU 
establishment. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  SSi,  nays  45,  as 
follows : 

Tka»— AbidiaBi  Baldwin,  David  Baid,  Riehaid 
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Bnnt,R(dwrtBrowii,8ftmiielJ.  Cabdltit^dupinui, 
Thomw  Claiborne,  Williim  C.  C.  Utdbome,  Bwthew 
Chy,  John  Clopttm,  Thomu  T.  Davis,  John  Dawaon, 
George  Dent,  Joseph  Eggleaton,  Lucas  Elmendorf, 
Williain  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr^ 
Albert  Gallatin,  Jamas  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonathan  IS.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston.  Matthew  Locke, 
Matthew  Ljon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  Matthews, 
Blair  MeClenadian,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Josiah  Parter,  Tompson  J.  Skinner, 
Samael  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richa^  Dobbs  Spaigbt, 
Richard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter, 
Thomas  Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.T'aroum,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  BaUc?  Butlett,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, Jonathan  hnet,  David  Brooks,  Stephm  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Cham^in,  James  Cochran,  WilUam 
Oruk,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  Stim  Dtwm,  WiUiaiD  Ed* 
mond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwi^t  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  CbaoQcey  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hos- 
mer,  James  H.  Imby,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Tho- 
mas Pindmey,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  Jun^  James 
Schureman,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Feleg  Spragne,  George  Thatcher, 
Bicbaid  Thomas,  MaA  Thmnaon,  John  E.  Tan  Alen, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  a  motion  to  strike 
out  a  section  of  the  above  act,  tvhich  proposes  to 
rqieal  so  much  of  the  9th  section  of  the  act  for 
tugmentin^  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as 
confines  the  choice  of  Inspector  of  Artillery  to 
the  corps  of  Artillerists  and  Eogineera,  and  to  al- 
low any  other  person  to  be  appointed  as  such  In- 
sjwctor.  The  question  for  stnkiog  out  was  car- 
ried, there  being  60  rotes  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  section  providing  for  a  Purveyor  for  the 
War  Department,  distinct  from  the  Navy,  vras  also 
stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  dien  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

INCHEA8E  OF  8ALARIE8. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  HaRpbr,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
«tigmeiidnffeertaiiL salaries. viz:  the Sraretary  of 
State  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  $5,000; 
the  Seeretaries  of  War  and  Navy,  to  $4,600 ;  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  to  93,600;  the  Attor- 
ney General,  the  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  and  Postmastor  G^eral, 
to  93,000 ;  the  Register,  to  $2,400 ;  the  Account- 
SDts  of  the  Navy  and  War  Departments,  to  4I£,000; 
and  the  Assistant  Postmaster  (General,  to  91,700. 
The  bill  passed  through  the  committee  without 
debate,  and  on  the  question  of  its  going  to  a  third 
readiug,  after  being  opposed  by  Mr.  McDowell, 
as  being  much  the  same  as  the  bill  already  nega- 
tived, and  supported  by  Meavrs.  Harpbr  and 
Cbamflih,  who  said  the  whole  advance  would 
only  amount  to  911)650  a  year,  the  question  was 
eani«d~7ea8  fi^  nays  43,  as  fouows : 
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TsAS—Jodm  AHeu,  BaBey  Bartbtt,  Jamet  A.  Bif. 
aid,  JonaAan  Brace,  David  Btooka,  8te{dien  Balleck, 
Ghriatopber  6.  Chamirim,  James  Cocbran,  Wflttaa 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Daa^ 
WiHiam  Edmond,  ThomM  Evans,  AbM  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Nathaniel  Freaaan,  jc, 
Henry  Qlen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordmi, 
Roger  Griawold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  GoocUoe 
Harper,  Thomas  Hartlay,  WiUiam  Hindman,  HeseUsh 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Inday,  Edward  Livingston,  Baik- 
uel  Lyman,  Jamea  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Iiewii 
R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Joiish  Paifca, 
Thomas  I^(^ey,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jmiior, 
James  Schnreman,  Samuel  Sewall,  WiUiam  Shepard, 
Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  George  Thatchw,  Richtid 
Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alan,  Pdag 
Wadsworth,  and  R<rf>ert  Wabi. 

Nats— Almham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Rabt.  BnftD, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell,  John  Chaimwn,  Thmnaa  dubsnu^ 
William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  Jdu 
Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawsoa,  Joseph  Eg* 
gleston,  Lucas  Elmendtn^  William  Findley,  Jcdu  Fow- 
ler, Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Qngg, 
John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Ha- 
vens, Joseph  Heieter,  David  Holmea,  Walter  Jone^ 
Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Mses^ 
Blair  McCienachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  Mar, 
John  Nicholas,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  William  Smitt, 
Pel^  Sprague,  Ridiaid  ^nigg*  Richard  Stanfind,  no- 
mas Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Fhilqi  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Tamum,  Alnaham  TenaUe,  ani 
Robert  Wffliama. 

The  bill  was  afterwards  passed,  52  to  40— three 
members  who  voted  in  tlw  negative  on  the  for- 
mer question,  being  absent  00  wis. 


Thdrsday,  February  28. 

PROMULGATION  OP  THE  LAWS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  tirt 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  subject  of  a  further  promnlgatimi  of  the  lava, 
when  the  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  aDtbOrii- 
ed  and  required  to  cause  all  the  laws  of  the  Untrf 
States  which  may  be  passed  session,  and  heresAfr, 
to  be  be  printed  in  some  one  or  more  of  the  newapi]i(n 
in  each  State,  as  soon  as  convenientiy  may  be. 

Retolvtd,  Th^in  addition  to  the  number  ofa^M 
of  the  lawa  now  required  to  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
each  session  of  Cmigiess,  there  ought  to  be  printed  6,M0 
copies  thereof — one  copy  thereof  to  be  distribntsd  to 
each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  StaMM 
one  for  the  use  of  each  clerk  of  the  said  courts,  fer  the 
use  of  the  courts  ;  and  one  com  for  each  of  the  Hsr- 
shals  and  District  Attorneys  of  Uie  United  Ststes;  Ih* 
rest  to  be  ftimished  to  the  States  according  to  ^ 
of  representation. 

"  Setohed,  lliat  S,00d  eofStti  (tf  ifaa  CnistitBtionlf 
the  United  States,  and  the  ameadmenta  dnt  bsve  beta 
made  thereto,  ought  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  thi 
members  of  this  House. 

"  Saohed,  That  a  copy  die  Constitutioa  of  At 
United  States,  and  the  amendments  which  have  Mt, 
or  may  he,  made  dumto,  ought  to  be  added  to  each 
copy  which  is  to  ba  made  of  the  bwi  lbs  pmNBt  I* 
sion  of  Caofiesst 
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"  Itmhti,  That  tbe  reaobition  fcr  KOthoimng  tnd 
trarthn  Um  SMialaiT  of  Stata  to  eraia  t»  ba  pouted 
M^copiM  of  tfaa  CeDBtilutiaB  of  Ob  Unitad  States 
fl^Mt  to  be  adopted." 

A  eenmitiee  ma  appointed  to  report  a  bill  ae- 

SUNDRY  BILLa 
Tbe  House  weat  into  a  Committee .  of  the 
Whole  OD  the  toUowioff  bills,  which  vt&e  seve- 
raUy  agreed  to,  aod  orwred  for  a  third  reading 
to^y,  riz : 

Tbe  bill  to  ameod  the  act  for  graaling  land  for 
military  services,  dtc. ;  the  bill  authoriziog  a  de- 
taehmeaat  of  the  mililia  of  tbe  United  States ;  and 
Ike  tall  to  ammd  the  act  for  the  relief  and  pro- 
tection of  American  seamen. 

These  bills  afterwards  receired  their  third  read- 
iac,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  the  bill  to  alter  several  post  roads,  and 
te  establish  others;  and,  after  making  sundrf 
iOMndments  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and 
leave  was  refused  lo  it  to  sit  agaio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vabndh,  a  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  advanciiu;  the  salary  of  the  Assistant 
PoBtniaster  Oeoerarto  tSiOOO,  and  a  bill  ordered 
to  be  reported. 

The  Hunse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Wh(4e  on  the  bill  to  authorize  tbe  sale  of  certain 
laods  between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rirers, 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 

the  Ohio,  and  for  giving  a  pre-emption  to  cer- 
laia  purehaWa  and  aettleis ;  which,  being  agreed 
to,  wu  onlered  to  a  third  raiding. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Bbooks,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  tbe 
tdief  Comfort  Sands  and  others;  which,  be- 
iag  agreed  to,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

NAVAL  AND  OTHER  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HA,RPEa,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two  fol- 
lowing bills,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  viz : 

The  bill  nmking  appropriations  for  tbe  Naval 
Eaublishment  for  the  year  1799;  aod  the  bill 
makiag  certain  additional  appropriatifms  for  the 
year  1799. 

[Among  other  appropriatioQR  contained  In  the 
lau-meolioQed  bill,  is  $78,700  for  contiojgent  ex- 
peaaea of  intercourse  with  fordgn  nationa^m  wbieh 
aon  Mr.  Habpbr  informed  the  Houae,  is  inetod- 
«d  948,700  on  account  of  the  propoaed  Embassy 
to  France;  and  ^fl^OOO  for  the  expense  of  the 
Uinister  lately  appointed  to  go  to  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  for  tbe  porpose  of  forming  a  Commercial 
Treaty  with  that  Power.  This  Inll  also  contains 
u  ap{wopriation  of  1^00,000  for  making  good  de- 
fietenctes  in  former  appropriations  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  engagements  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Mediterranean  Powers;  951,987  to  be 
paid  to  certain  sulyects  of  Algiers  and  Tunis,  for 
the  damages  sustained  by  them  from  the  capture 
or  loss  of  certain  merchandise  freight  on  board  of 
fesaels  sailing  under  theibg  of  the  United  Slates; 
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981^000  for  tbe  expenses  of  intercourse  with  for^ 
eign  nations  during  the  present  year,  in  additioBi 
to  the  $40,000  appropriated  bv  law  for  that  mir^ 

Kie;  818,000  for  dmaying  tbe  expenses  which 
re  already  arisen,  or  may  arise  during  the  prce^' 
ent  year,  on  account  of  captured  French  pruub-- 
ers;  forexpensesarisiogonaerthe  British  Treaty 
967,499 ;  aod  for  expenses  under  the  Spaniiu. 
Treaty,  920,000.] 


Fbiday,*  March  1. 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time  aniy^ 
passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oomfort  Sands  and  others  f 
a  bill  for  authortzintr  the  sale  of  lands  between  the 
Great  aod  Little  Miami  rivers ;  a  bill  making  ad- 
ditional approiMriations  for  the  year  1799:  and  a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  Naval  Estab- 
lisbment  for  the  year  1799. 

Mr.  Habpeb  reported  a  bill  respecting  distillers, 
which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  VaaHma  reported  a  bill  for  establishing  the 
salary  of  the'AssistantPostmaster  Qeneral,  wnicfa 
was  commitnd. 

Mr.  QooDRicu  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  mure  general  promulgation  of  the  lawa 
of  the  United  Sutes,  which  was  committed. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ABHT. 

The  House  having  resolved  4  tselt  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  giving  the  Pre»' 
dent  authority  to  raise  an  eventual  army, 

Mr.  Glat  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  first  secUoa 
tbe  bill  in  order  to  tr^  the  sense  of  the  Honae 
whether  tbey  ^hed  tbw  InU  to  pass  or  not.  He 
could  see  no  reason  for  it,  afte  haring  authorized 
a  detachment  c^80^000  militiB ;  beaidea,  as  we  had 
now  every  prospect  of  peaee,  he  hoped  gentlemen 
could  not  be  serious  in  wishing  this  bill  to  imss. 

Mr.  McDowBLL  said  tbe  principle  of  this  blR 
might  ae  well  be  tried  now  as  upon  any  other 
motion.  For  his  own  part,  conceiving,  as  he  did, 
that  this  power  ought  not  to  be  given,  except  in 
eases  of  imminent  Moger,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Legislature,  into  those  of  the  Pref^idenL  he  should 
be  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  called  upon  ^ntlemen 
to  say,  whether,  taking  into  view  the  situatioo  of 
Europe,  and  our  present  prospect  of  peace,  there 
was  any  ground  to  expect  an  invasion ;  and  if  there 
were,  beoelieved  tbe  detachment  of  militia  which 
bad  been  ordered,  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  in 
reserve,  and  our  preaent  Military  Bstablishment, 
would  be  equal  to  the  meeting  of  any  attack  whieli 
might  be  made  upon  as.  He  nw  no  neeeaaitf 
therefore  for  tbe  transfer  of  this  power.  The  Pre- 
sident might  not  exercise  tbe  power  improperly; 
bat  he  was  not  for  giving  powers,  to  this  extent 
without  having  the  means  himself  of  judging  of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure.  The  transfer  of  this 
power,  if  not  exercised,  coold  have  but  one  effect, 
which  was  to  alarm  the  public  mind,  and  to  lead 
the  people  to  believe  that  no  reliance  was  placed 
upon  the  advance  of  the  French  Government  to- 
wards peace.  That  part  of  tbe  bill  which  respects 
rolanteer  eorpe  was  to  him  the  moat  objectiooaMe, 
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as  he  considered  it  as  destrucdre  of  the  militia, 
and  as  going  to  the  establishment  of  a  Presiden- 
tial, instead  of  a  National,  militia. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
was  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  bill  providing 
a  provisionat  army  at  the  last  session,  except  that 
the  number  of  men  is  larger.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  instead  of  moving  to  strike  out  the 
first  section,  had  proposed  to  lessen  tbe  number  of 
men.  he  might  have  agreed  with  him;  but  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  lessen  our  force,  in  any  respect,  he 
must  vote  against  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  PiHCKNET  was  opposed  to  this  motion.  He 
was  serioQs  when  he  thought  the  provision  con- 
tained in  this  section  might  be  of  essential  service 
in  our  jvesent  «ituatioD.  This,  said  Mr.  is  only 
an  eventual  army,  to  be  raised  in  ease  certain  con- 
tingencies  shall  lake  place.   With  respect  to  the 

Srobability  of  those  contingencies  happening,  he 
id  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  very  material  argument. 
If  the  oeceslsity  arises,  the  troops  will  be  raised; 
if  not,  they  will  not  be  raised,  and  no  expense  will 
be  incurred.  It  will  be  an  army  upon  paper  mere- 
ly, which  can  do  no  harm ;  but,  even  upon  paper, 
it  may  do  some  good.  It  will  continue  io  force 
provisions  similar  to  those  contained  in  ibe  pro- 
visional array  law ;  and  as  experience  had  proved 
that  the  ground  taken  at  the  last  session  was  safe 
and  honorable  to  the  United  States,  he  wished  it 
to  be  still  preserved.  Besides,  the  very  knowledge 
in  any  nation  with  whom  another  treats  that  there 
exists  a  power  in  the  Executive  of  the  Government 
to  raise  an  immediate  force  to  lepel  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  upon  them,  may  induce  tbem 
to  beliaTe  with  propriety ;  whilst  an  idea  of  the 
weakness  of  the  nation  with  whom  they  had  a  dis- 
pute might  encourage  attack. 

If  we  consider  the  situation  of  Europe,  said 
Blr.  P. — though  there  is  no  certainty  of  any  Power 
able  tol>ringaDy  considerable  force  to  bear 
Upon  us,  yet,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  rapid  changes 
which  there  take  place  in  the  situation  of  things — 
no  man  can  answer  for  the  events  of  a  few  months, 
persons  risking  conjectures  on  this  subject,  fre- 
quently mistake  ;  all  calculation  seems  whoUy  at 
random.  We  have  seen,  said  be,  since  the  rising 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  most  uncommon 
attempt  by  a  most  formidable  army — he  meant 
Bonaparte's  expedition  against  India.  We  ma^, 
in  the  course  of  events,  again  xee  something  simi- 
Lur  to  this  take  place.  We  are  fortunately  so  sit- 
uated as  not  to  hare  much  to  fear,  if  we  only  stand 
upon  onr  ground — if  we  show  a  determination  to 
protect  ourselves — but  if  we  show  any  symptoms 
of  weakness,  or  a  disposition  to  be  misled  by  mere 
conciliatory  disposition  on  the  part  of  France,  we 
should  not  be  in  that  position  of  safety  in  which 
we  wish  to  remain. 

Most  of  tbe  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on  the 
subject  of  preparatory  measure  since  the  com- 
muoication  of  a  Minister  beins  appointed  to  treat 
with  France,  though  some  of  them  bad  been  oppo- 
sed to  the  measures  origiually,  have  agreed  in  tneir 
propriety  of  not  retracting  from  a  single  step  here- 
tofore taken ;  and  this  measure  is  substantially  the 
same  with  one  taken  at  the  last  sessioo,  exc^t 
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that  the  number  men  is  sonuwhat  incretaed. 
We  have  heard,  within  these  few  days,  said  Hi. 
P.,  (it  is  true  the  information  rests  on  newspapa 
report,)  that  peace  has  been  concluded  betweee 
France  and  the  German  Empiie,<8t  RasiadL  Sup- 
posing this  to  be  well  founded.  France  wilt  be  at 
liberty  to  turn  her  attention  elsewhere;  and  we 
know  the  vigor  and  ability  with  which  she  carries 
into  effect  projects  the  most  stupendous.  We 
also  know  what  the  resources  of  such  a  oaltra  can 
accomplish,  and  when  we  know  this,  we  ought 
not  to  he  lulled  into  too  great  security. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  a  general  peacesboaU 
take  place  in  Europe  in  the  course  of  the  Winter, 
which  he  did  not  tnlnk  improbable— what  wonla 
be  our  situation  if  no  negotiation  be  earned  iato 
effect  with  France  1  How  very  important  will  it 
be  for  us  to  be  secure  against  any  attack  wlui^ 
France  might,  in  such  circumstances,  be  inclined 
to  make  against  us.  In  such  circumstances,  with 
all  our  exertions,  we  should  find  it  difficult  to  pre- 
vent their  sending  a  considerable  force  against  this 
country.  The  navy  of  Chreat  Britain. would  then 
be  entirely  out  of  the  case;  and  the  navy  of  France 
might,  with  great  facility,  conduct  her  force  to 
effect  the  purposes  which  have  heretofore  been  held 
out,  viz:  to  take  possession  of  Louisiana,  and  from 
thence  assail  tbe  United  States.  Considering  this, 
it  would  certainly  be  unwise  for  Congress  to  orest 
up  without  vesting  the  President  with  a  power  of 
this  kind. 

This  measure,  said  Mr.  P.,  if  not  carried  into 
effect,  will  cost  nothing  but  the  time  oeeuiaed  in 
passing  this  law.  If  necessary,  the  troops  wiU  be 
raised,  and  then  the  expense  incurred  wul  be  well 
expended.  He  thought  the  event  of  last  yeai 
ought  to  take  away  aU  jealousy  which  some  gen- 
tlemen may  have  with  respect  to  the  vesting  of 
this  power,  since  it  had  been  seen,  though  a  simi- 
lar power  was  last  year  vested  in  tbe  President, 
he  had  not  strained  a  point  to  carry  it  into  effect 

He  hoped,  therefore,  the  present  motion  woild 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  really  at  a  loss  to  know  whtt 
were  the  reasons  for  this  measure.  We  are  told, 
in  the  first  place,  said  be^hat  we  ought  to  be  readj 
in  case  of  an  attack  by  France;  and,  in  the  next, 
that  this  measure  is  necessary^  in  order  to  gin 
weight  to  the  proposed  negotiation. 

Though  several  steps  bad  been  taken  at  thelsrt 
session,  which  he  was  himself  opposed  t(^  he  bad 
already  declared  that,  as  certain  grounds  had  been 
taken  with  respect  to  France,  he  did  sot  thick  it 
would  be  proper  to  recede  uom  them.  For  in- 
stance, he  did  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  re- 
peal the  act  for  declaring  the  treaties  between  this 
country  and  France  void ;  or  any  of  the  laws  au- 
thorizing merchant-men,  or  our  public  vessels  to 
take  any  armed  French  vessel  because,  to  do  to, 
might  weaken  the  measures  of  the  Executive.  He 
did  not  think  these  the  wisest  measures  which 
might  have  been  adopted ;  but  he  was  williif 
that  they  should  now  be  permitted  to  have  their 
full  effect,  notwithstanding  tbe  change  of  situation, 
I  which  gentlemen  themselves  are  compelled  to 
I  allow  has  uken  place.   Though  he  did  not  tbuk 
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it  would  be  right  to  recede,  he  thou^rht  it  would 
be  eqaally  wrong  to  progress  in  war  measurea. 
The  act  for  proridinga  prorisional  army,  now 
«aqiured,  gave  the  Presidoit  power  to  raise,  on  the 
eoMiiigeney  of  war  or  threatened  isTauon,  10,000 
men.  The  bill  which  has  been  passed  this  session 
ibr  otgantnikg  the  Army  of  the  United  States  io- 
ocuca  the  cstttblishmenL  by  8,000  men,  on  the 
same  eontingener.  He  did  not  thiok,  therefore, 
that  there  eoold  be  any  necessity  for  this  evenr- 
val  army.  Otir  permanent  army,  said  he,  is  5,000 
men ;  an  additional  army  of  9,000  men  was  or- 
dered, at  the  last  session,  to  be  raised  immediately, 
and  to  continue  in  force  during  our  dispute  with 
France,  besides  the  provisional  army  to  which  has 
BOW  been  substituted  the  increase  just  made  of 
8,000  men,  as  mentioned  above.  The  (question  is, 
wfa^her  it  chn  be  necessary,  in  addition  to  the 
measures  of  last  session,  to  give  the  President  an 
eventual  power  to  raise  20  regiments  more,  or  about 
aoOOOmen. 

This  wsald  be  an  army  of  30,000  men  on  paper, 
in  addition  to  the  one  which  we  have  already  on 
paper  to  the  amount  of  9,000  men,  besides  the  in- 
crease of  8,000  made  by  the  law  for  organizing 
the  Army,  and  our  permanent  establishment  of 
5,000  men  is  not  full.  Notwithstandiag  all  that 
had  been  heard  on  the  subject  of  invasion,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did  not  proceed  to 
organize  the  additional  army  provided  at  the  last 
session,  until  Cougress  met  at  the  present  session, 
which  w^  a  proof  the  President  did  not  think  the 
eoaDtry  in  any  danser.  He  conceived  he  should 
be  therefore  juntifiea  in  saying,  that  an  army  on 
paper  cannot  be  considered  as  a  measure  necessary 
to  repel  any  really  existing  danger.  And  the  ques- 
tion returns  as  to  the  danger  being  greater  now 
tfian  it  was  at  the  last  sMsion.  We  are  told,  said 
Mr.  G.,  that  an  erent  has  taken  place  since  the 
last  session  which  oiight  to  convince  as  of  the 
nat^eability  and  possibility  of  an  inrasiou  from 
France.  Ttiis  event  is  the  invasion  of  Egypt  by 
Bonaparte.  One  tbiug,  however,  gentlemen  for- 
get ;  which  is,  that  that  country  optned  an  allur- 
ing object — an  object  easy  of  conquest,  because 
it  was  governed  by  Mamelukes,  and  inhabited 
by  slaves ;  whereas,  at  present,  this  country  is  in- 
habited by  freemen  ana  governed  by  the  people 
themselTes.  This  difference  ought  to  be  suffi- 
CMOt  to  repel  from  our  minda  all  apprehensions  of 
danger  from  invasion.  Indeed,  in  the  event  allud- 
ed to,  though  an  invasion  was  effected,  the  means 
of  effecting  that  invasion  have  been  destroyed; 
and  how  we  were  to  be  invaded  without  a  fleet,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know. 

Again,  the  House  was  told  that  no  dependence 
coold  be  placed  upou  the  situation  of  Europe. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  depend  upon  it;  he  believed 
the  situation  of  that  country  was  so  fluctuating 
that  no  dependence  could  he  placed  upon  it.  But, 
we  are  told  that  it  is  probable  a  peace  will  be  con- 
cluded at  Rastadt.  And  when  we  are  told  of  the 
dakBger  of  our  situation,  in  case  of  a  genial  peace 
taking  place  during  the  Winter,  it  leads  us  to  exa- 
mine tbe  measures  which  have  taken  place  io  order 
to  make  va  partial  ia  the  eoncetns  of  Europe.  If 


[H.  orR. 


there  is  so  much  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  general  peace,  does  it  not  follow  that  it  is  for  the 
Executive  of  this  country  to  enable  us  to  become 
a  party  in  that  peace,  in  case  it  is  made  I  Have 
not  these  measures  been  taken  1  He  believed  they 
had.  He  believed  he  might  go  so  far  as  to  say^ 
(though  he  did  not  wish  to  make  any  allusion  to 
what  nad  taken  place  in  another  body,)  that  the 
President  had  wisely  made  an  appointment,  calcu- 
lated to  give  us  a  Minister  in  Europe  who  might 
have  sufficient  power  to  pat  an  end  to  our  Host' 
ences,  and  to  prevent  the  danger  which  might  arise 
to  us  from  a  general  peace,  without  our  being  a 
party  in  it.  Whether  any  attempts  had  been  made 
to  defeat  this  measure,  and  whether  those  attempts 
had  been  successful,  he  left  it  to  other  gentlemen 
to  inform  the  House.  He  must  confess  that,  for 
his  share,  he  did  not  see  any  great  danger  likely 
to  arise  to  this  country  from  a  general  peace.  We 
are  asked  what  will  be  our  situation  if  a  peace 
takes  place  and  the  British  fleet  is  withdrawn  from 
us?  He  would  ask,  to  what  danger  we  should  be 
exposed  if  it  were  not  for  the  war  in  Europe  t  The 
critical  situation  in  which  we  have  been  so  loiw, 
and  in  which  we  now  are,  has  been  and  is  whol^ 
owing  to  that  war.  Let  an  end  be  put  to  that, 
and  our  disputes  will  also  come  to  a  close.  There 
would  remain,  indeed,  some  difficulty  in  making 
new  arrangements  and  settling  for  spoliations 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  war;  out  these 
would  be  easily  accommodated.  So  far  from  a 
general  peace  producing  bad  effects  to  this  coun- 
try, he  thought  it  would  oe  a  most  fortunate  event. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  should  not  have  made  these  ob- 
servations, had  not  the  subject  been  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  because  he 
did  not  consider  them  as  connected  with  the  bill. 
Mr.  G.  did  not  believe  that,  even  in  case  of  actual 
war,  the  army  proposed  bv  this  bill  would  be  ne* 
cessary.  He  did  not  wtsn,  therefore,  to  place  a 
power  in  the  President  which,it  appeared  to  him, 
would  in  no  event  be  proper  to  be  exercised,  espe- 
cially since,  before  any  war  could  be  declared, 
Congress  must  meet,  and  they  could  then  them- 
selves determine  upon  the  proper  force  to  be  raised. 
For  it  might  appear  to  them  that  the  resources  of 
the  country  might  be  more  usefully  employed  than 
in  providing  an  army  of  this  kind.  But  if  the 
power  was  now  transferred,  no  choice  would  here- 
after be  left  to  them.  If  this  addition  was  made 
to  our  Army,  its  support  would  cost  at  least  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars  a  year.  He  did  not  think 
it  necessary  for  our  defence,  in  addition  to  our  mi- 
litia, against  any  force  that  could  be  sent  against 
us  by  the  largest  naval  Power  in  Europe.  Mr.  G. 
Wished  to  know  the  real  motives  of  this  hilL  He 
could  see  no  good  it  could  do,  but  some  eviL 

It  had  been  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to  show 
that  we  are  determined  to  resist  attack.  He  did 
not  think  it  necessary  now  to  show  to  the  world, 
that  the  American  nation  will  resist  any  attack 
that  mav  be  made  against  her.  If  there  could  be 
any  doubt  of  this,  it  most  be  occasioned  by  a  bill 
of  this  kind ;  which  appears  to  say,  that  no  reli- 
ance is  had  upon  the  people  at  large.  Nay,  this 
bill  by  proposing  the  extravagant  number  of  fifty 
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thousand  men,  destroys  its  owd  object,  and  seems  to 
declare,  that  we  mean  to  confioe  oar  exertions  to 
paper. 

Mr.  Harpkr  said,  if  the  geatlemao  from  Penn- 
sylraoia  had  now,  for  the  first  time,  began  to 
prophesy  what  woald  be  the  effect  of  those  meas- 
ures which  he  does  not  like,  some  reliance  might, 
perhaps,  be  placed  upon  his  predictions ;  butwhen 
a  course  of  events,  to  which  he  had  always  been 
opposed,  had  flatly  contradicted  erery  one  of  his 
predictions,  it  was  but  with  a  bad  grace  that  he 
re-commences  his  prophesies.  He  takes  care  to 
refiite  his  own  arguments.  Truth  presses  him  so 
hard,  that  at  alt  the  windings  which  he  takes  to  get 
out  of  its  way,  he  is  still  met  by  it  at  every  torn. 

Atone  time  the  gentleman  tells  the  House  this 
is  a  dangerous  measure;  at  another,  that  it  will 
be  useless  and  can  do  nothing;  then,  that  this 
measure  hariog  heretofore  been  useless,  and  that 
not  having  been  carried  into  effect,  proved  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  the  law.  It  was  seri- 
ously said  that  because  the  law  had  not  been  acted 
upon,  it  was  therefore  a  useless  precaution.  Is  it 
pOBsiblej  said  Mr.  H.,  that  arguments  more  flatly 
contradictory  could  be  used?  We  were  not  in- 
Tftded.  Why  1  Because  the  power  from  whom 
inrasioD  was  amirc;hended,  wanted  the  inclina- 
tion? Ask  the  Egyptians,  or  the  Swiss,  if  they 
wanted  the  power?  It  was  not  because  they 
wanted  either  the  incliaation  or  the  power ;  it  was 
owing  to  those  energetic  measures  having  been 
taken  by  this  country,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  continually  opposed,  since  those 
measures  showed  that  this  country  was  ready  to 
meet  an  iuvasion  ;  that  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple were  determined  to  repel  any  aggressions 
which  might  be  attempted  ;  and  the  aggressors 
having  more  disposition  to  plunder,  than  to  fight, 
kept  away. 

The  pnovisional  army  had  been  objected  to;  but 
it  had  doubtless  been  one  of  those  measures  which 
had  preserved  the  country  from  invasion — from 
that  depredating  plan  which  the  French  have  ex- 
ecuted on  other  countries.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylrania  says,  that  a  peace  in  Europe 
will  settle  all  our  difficulties;  that  after  that  event 
we  shall  have  nothing  to  do  but  aettle  some  old 
ucoonts.  Does  the  gonleman  foifet  that  it  was 
act  till  after  a  peace  was  made  with  the  Empe- 
ror of  Germany,  that  the  Swiss  Cantons  were 
struck  by  Fiance ;  that  France  had  been  on  good 
terms  with  Switzerland  for  several  years,  andhad 
talked  about  friendship  and  affection,  but  the  mo- 
ment that  a  peace  took  place  with  the  Emperor, 
she  laid  all  her  professions  aside,  and  seized  upon 
the  country  ?  If  he  has  forgotten  this,  it  is  a  lit- 
tle extraordinary ;  and  if  he  does  not  know  it, 
his  knowledge  is  far  too  circumscribed  to  legis- 
late for  a  country  like  this.  France  has  found 
e«t  this  country  is  more  determined,  somethijy 
stronger  than  she  expected;  but  her  principle  is 
tT^whcre  the  laine}  she  chooses  to  hare  as 
few  enemiea  at  a  time  as  she  eao. 

When  we  hear  of  a  peace  at  Rastadt  Uking 
pUee,  is  it  MOfe  Ukdy  that  a  geneial  paace  wiU 
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take  place  7  No ;  it  is  less  likely  than  bcfeie,  u 
France  will  be  more  at  liberty  to  attond  to  ttoaa 
Powers  which  remain.  We  nave  heard,  in  cfflh 
sequence  of  diis  peace,  that  permissioB  has  been 
asked  of  Spain,  to  march  100,000  men  thioifh 
her  t^itones  to  attack  Portugal.  ThisshowsUa 
.  result  of  her  system  of  policy,  rix :  to  get  rid  of 
one  enemy,  that  th^  may  proceed  with  gnatat 
e^t  against  anotha-. 

If  Spain  is  so  tost,  so  humbled  a  slave  at  the 
foot  of  Franca  said  Mr.  H.,  as  to  permit  a  Preoch 
army  to  pass  through  her  territory  to  attack  Po^ 
tugal,  what  shall  hinder  her  from  giving  up  Lootna- 
na  to  France,  in  order  to  enaUe  her  to  attack  ns? 
Is  such  a  project  less  likely  than  the  invasiaaof 
Egypt  ?  The  momeat  a  French  army  enters  the 
territory  of  Spain,  Spain  will  becoiO£,  in  effect,  a 
dependence  of  France,  and  the  King  a  Viceroy 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  ready  to  do  whatev- 
er they  may  ask  of  him. 

And  does  not  this  state  of  things  make  it  wis- 
dom in  us.  to  premre  a  force  which  will  enable 
this  country  to  defend  itself  against  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  upon  it  t 

But,  perhaps,  it  ma^  be  said,  that  France  is  not 
disposed  to  invade  this  cotiotry.  Let  us  hear  the 
opinion  of  a  man,  said  Mr.  H.,  deserving  of  u 
much  credit  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor.  Us. 
H.  had  reference  to  an  answer  of  General  Pinek- 
ney,  one  of  our  late  Envoys  to  France,  to  an  ad- 
dress presented  to  him  by  the  Intendant  and  War- 
dens of  the  city  of  Chailestoiii  which  he  read  ai 
follows ; 

"  To  retnra  to  my  conntiymMi*  onsaocflHfiil  in  the 
missioa  of  peace  and  reo>ncilialion  on  which  I  wh 
delegated,  is  no  doubt  painful  in  a-  high  degree  to  m/ 
feelijDgi ;  but  to  receive,  on  my  return,  the  testiiuoiua 
of  their  approbation  while  abroad,  goes  far  indeed  I* 
alleviate  thorn  feelings,  and  to  compensate  for  the  in- 
dignities and  insults  so  liberally  bertowed  upon  me  bj 
the  Government  to  irtiidi  I  was  deputed.  Widi  r^ 
nmct  to  tfiat  Power,  yon  must  have  observed  with  indf, 
that  the  energetic  measores  of  the  United  States  kava 
already  produced  the  effect  to  change  theb  laode  ef 
prooedore ;  bat  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  mj,  Ibil 
from  the  intimate  knowledge  of  that  nation,  wbidi  I 
have  had  an  opportuni^  to  poswea,  I  am  thorou^ 
permaded  that  no  alteration  has  taken  place  in  tkm 
a^tem.  It  is  witti  {deasme  I  obaerve,  that  yon  an 
awara  of  their  inimieal  viewa  towards  oa,  whan  yaa 
tell  me  that  ear  eitiaens  are  pFOpared  to  meet  at  A0 
point  of  the  sword  any  ^tacka  that  majf  be  made  on 
their  sovereignly  and  independuice.  The  ezpenenee 
of  several  yean  has  shown  us,  and  the  occunenna  of 
every  day  must  convince  us,  that  in  no  other  maiuier 
can  be  met  the  daring  encToachmeota  of  a  pet^e, 
who,  abusing  the  honorable  title  of  Republicaiu,  an 
bending  their  whole  strength  to  subvert,  in  every  qua'' 
ter  of  the  globe,  the  holy  bloMnga  of  civil  h^bei^,  and 
the  precious  rights  of  sdf-govemment :  a  people  vl^ 
no  candid  apical  to  joettce,  no  claim  of  anotent  fiiw- 
ship,  andno  hnmiliation  can  for  one  moment  dHwt 
from  their  long  planned  ^stem  of  general  oppoaHi'*; 
Pofoe  alone  ia  left  to  those  whom  she  haa  injaiw;  w 
happy  tha  nation,  whom  die  inadionB  arts  of  bare** 
Btradiva  foUey  have  not  afready  depawad  of  this 
Iny  rasoom.  Aineiioa  ia  atill  amang  Ae  naBhab 
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Here  said  Mr.  we  hare  ifae  opinion  of  aman 
BOt  leawiniBg  on  this  side  of  the  AtUuitic,  and 
fended  OD  aarmiBe,  but  who  has  been  three  yms 
ia  Vimte,  wham  duty  it  was,  from  his  tmeia) 
dimeter,  to  wateh  all  the  moTementsof  that  Got- 
onment ;  and  he  declares  that  though  die  aay 
change  her  measures,  she  would  not  change  her 
system,  and  that  if  we  supposed  so,  it  would  he  a 
&tBl  delusion.  .Mr.  H.  rrad  (be  following  extract 
from  another  answer  of  the  same  genUeman.  to 
aa  address  presented  to  him  by  the  officers  of  the 
aerenth  brigade  of  Charleston : 

*'  With  heartMt  pleuure  I  see  the  msrtial  ardor  whidi 
ywtides  an  d—ss  of  my  feUow-dtizeDi,  uid  th«k 
lnndet«nniDstion  to  mpport  our  rights  and  independ- 
mee.  An  hibitoal  didike  to  prap«re  for  hosttle  renst- 
SDM^  and  apathy  with  mpeet  to  natinMl  honor,  toe  cer- 
^mij  fiafoka  aggisadnn  m  all  unbitians  and  pownfiil 
8lalM;  whUe  on  dia  other  hand  a  preparation  for  war, 
a  aaem  onioo  among  all  the  citizens  of  the  State,  wh»- 
ft*  tfacy  are  called  by  the  voice  of  their  country  to 
command  or  to  obey,  \nih  a  strong  manifestatioo  to 
nqqxnt  oar  nationu  rights,  will  as  certainly  produce 
the  diect  of  checking  the  criminal  enterprises  of  the 
moft  rtpadous  and  as[Mring  foe.  You  are  pleased  to 
obanre.  that  yoor  senaibili^  was  often  awakened  by 
fte  nnwoTthy  and  insidioiu  treatment  whidi  I  recuTed, 
and  which,  through  me,  was  ofibred  to  onr  country, 
bj  dtOM  we  BO  lately  esteemed  our  friends.  Fennit  | 
ttt^ondiis  oceanon,  to  say  thst  if  my  own  feelings  were 
eftea  eidted  by  the  insulting  conduet  of  France,  their 
keenaoM  iraM  doubly  augmented,  when  I  reflected  that 
thi«  treatment  was  directed  towards  a  peopla,  whom  I 
btdn  lately  left  orerllowingwitfi  the  wannest  aShdow 
•f drtnnsfrioDddwk.  Butenriaindsarenowawaken- 
aitodwdewa  of  ant  aalini.  Let  us  hasten,  then, 
Ulow<eDldien,  aa  onr  overtoies  fin-  peace  have  been 

rmed  with  oontampt,  to  prepare  with  active  mergy 
■nr.  The  despots  of  France  will,  I  sm  sora,  at- 
tiopt  to  disunite  as,  for  they  are  insidious  and  cunning ; 
htt  I  coninre  you  to  exert  the  utmost  vigilance,  to 
detect  and  guard  againt  their  wile^  and  to  frustrate 
fluir  Hachiavdian  policy.  They  will,  by  fallacious  pro- 
podlioBs,  endeavor  to  relax  our  activi^ ;  be  careful  how 
yon  trast  them,  and  be  in  readiness  to  repel  their  hos- 
tiHties;  for  they  are  vindictive,  fierce,  and  unrdenting, 
aad  didr  animon^  against  as  isrouaed  by  theverrin* 
Jaiies-whidiwehave  snstained  atthdr  nan^  -Lata 
Mrenoons  application  confirm  your  dtsdjOine ;  let  the' 
enthtuiasm  of  public  virtue  animate  your  exertioiu; 
Isf  •  eonfidenee  in  Ae  Jnatiee  of  yoor  cause  devato 
ywrbopes,  and  the  dbrts  of  your  valor  will  assure 
yea  victory." 

These  are  the  connads,  said  Mr.  H.  to  which 
dus  country  ought  to  listen,  and  not  to  those  false 
pediotors,  to  those  miserable  politicia'as,  who 
would  hare  left  this  country  a  prey  to  the  designs 
of  France. 

We  are  told,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  steps  baving  been 
towards  a  negotiation.  By  whom  are  these 
tduai?  By  the  Executive  to  whom  the  power  of 
failing  this  army  is  to  be  giTen.  And  afW  tiiis 
•astance  of  his  unwillingness  to  have  recourse  to 
foxe,  except  he  is  abeoliitely  obliged  to  it,  no  fear 
wght  to  be  entertained  about  trusting  him  with 
power.  When  he  manifested  sueh  alacrity  to 
Bcet  the  digbiest  advance,  even  the  appearance 
wadvueei,  on  the  p«t  of  the  French  Gtovera- 
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ment,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he  will  be  incliQ- 
ed  to  abuse  this  power-  Oa  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  was  sufficient  to  show  that  whatevec 
extent  of  power  was  placed  in  the  Executive  it 
would  not  he  abused. 

At  what  moment,  said  Mr.  H.  is  it  neceesary  to 
make  the  greatest  display  of  force  7  Is  it  not  at 
the  aeaatm  when  peace  is  abcm  to  be  treated  for  t 
Ought  a  nation  not  to  show  at  sach  a  moment^ 
that  if  their  disputes  cannot  be  adjusted  amicably, 
they  are  prepared  to  do  themselves  justice  by  im 
sword  t  All  nations  who  have  had  any  title  to 
wisdom  in  their  proceedings,  have  acted  thoa. 
This,  said  Mr.  H.  is  the  dictate  of  wise  ^icy. 
except  the  word  negotiation  was  to  he  considered 
as  another  name  for  sttbmission.  This  will  show, 
that  though  we  are  willing  to  make  peace,  we  arc 
determined  to  defend  our  country,  our  libnty  and 
independence ;  that  we  are  not  to  be  lulled  into  se- 
curity by  iosidious  propositions.  If  they  are  not 
insidious,  there  cu  be  no  doubt  peace  will  be 
concluded;  but  if  they  are inndieus, it  b  woper 
we  should  be  ready  to  meet  die  desimi.  Indeed 
the  measure  proposed  may  render  that  uncer^ 
which  was  originally  iosidious;  when  the  Frenth 
find  we  cannot  be  duped,  they  may  change  the^ 
disposition,  and  desire  to  hare  peace  with  us. 

But  gentlemen  say  this  is  an  advance  in  our 
measures.  Mr.  H.  was  of  a  different  oplnioa. 
Our  position  consists  in  the  ground  taken,  and  not 
in  the  meaos  employed.  Our  posture  was  that  Of 
defence.  We  aaid  that  we  could  not  rat^e  war, 
but  we  would  repel  with  vigor  the  aggressions  ef 
France,  and  we  now  only  mean  to  add  greater 
means  to  this  position.  If  a  proposition  was  on 
the  table  to  declare  war,  or  to  grant  letters  of  t0- 
prisal.  or  to  take  French  merchant  ships,  it  might 
be  oaUed  an  advance  of  measures ;  but  this  coald 
not,  as  it  was  (Mily  aireiigdiraiDg  the  gronid  hef^ 
tofore  tidceii. 

Mr.  MoDomLL  obaerrc^  that  the  gaitleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  indulged  liis  amal 
vrarmth,  and  taken  another  opportunity  of  abusing 
the  French  Governinent,  and  of  flattering  himeeff 
and  friends  upon  the  anceeas  which  had  attended 
the  measures  which  they  had  hervurfbre  brought 
forward.  He  attributed  the  change  in  the  con- 
duct of  France  to  different  causes.  Mr.  MoD. 
said  he  was  one  of  those  who  voted  against  these 
measures  at  the  last  session,  and  of  those  who  dia- 
bdiered  all  that  was  then  said  about  an  invasion. 
The  event  had  shown  he  was  right.  Much  had 
been  said  about  having  this  army  on  paper.  He 
did  not  believe  the  Freacb  nation  vras  to  be  awed 
by  an  army  on  paper,  or  that  it  would  influenee 
her  conduct.  If  he  thoofiht  otherwise,  he  cer- 
tainly should  not  be  opposed  to  it  If  thia  country 
were  to  be  invaded  oy  Louisiana,  aa  had  been 
suggested,  could  this  eventual  army  be  called  into 
existence  in  a  day,  or  a  month,  tc>  march  againtt 
them  ?  No,  reliance  must  be  had  upon  the  troopB 
in  service,  and  opon  the  militia.  These  thirty 
regiments  opon  paper  would  be  of  no  use  in  suoh 
a  case.  Dependence  must  be  had,  in  all  aasea  4f 
anergenoy,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  militte, 
until  Fegalar  «roopi  could  be  raited. 
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Mr.  LiTiMGSTOH  represenied  this  measure  *x 
vholly  UDoecessaiy,  and  as  ukiog  new  ground, 
wbicb  be  thoagbt  impolitie  aoder  present  ciream- 
stanees.  A  proTisional  army  had  alreadjr  been 
ordered,  and  an  uncoDditional  army,  which  is  not 
ff^  raised.  Besides,  he  beliered  tne  defence  of 
this  couDtrjr  oogbt  to  be  left  to  other  than  merce- 
narv  bands,  he  thooght  the  militia,  the  yeomanry 
of  tnecoontry,its  proper  defence  of  which  e^hty 
thonsand  had  beoi  ivdered  to  be  held  in  rndi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Habtlot  did  not  apprehend  that  there 
wonld  be  any  necessity  for  raising  this  army ;  but 
he  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent this  power.  He  had  great  reliance  on  the 
Toliuteer  cor^  If  gentlemeD  thinl  twenty-four 
nginwau  of  infitatry  too  many,  the  nomber  may 
WlcaMued ;  but  be  noped  the  section  would  not 
be  stmek  out. 

Mr.  PiNCKHBT  rose  to  notice  an  expression 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
which  he  presumed  he  did  not  consider  so  fully  as 
he  generafly  considers  what  be  delivers ;  or  else  it 
did  not  strilce  his  mind  in  the  same  light  that  it 
appeared  to  him.  That  gentleman  said,  "be 
wished  the  defence  of  tbis  country  to  be  placed 
in  other  than  mercenary  bands."  The  genUeman 
certainly  did  not  wish  to  reflect  upon  oar  Army, 
and  ret  the  word  seemed  to  convey  that  idea! 
Mr.  P.'s  idea  of  a  mercenary  soldier  was,  one 
who  did  not  come  forward  for  the  ddfence  of  his 
own  country,  bat  who  was  ready  to  be  hired  to 
moy  country  who  might  waot  him.  The  term 
"mereenary,"  was  illy  applied  to  our  Army.  The 
Army  emplored  in  the  last  war  receiTed,  and  our 
pKaent  EMablishment  reeeiTc  compensation  for 
their  serriees,  and  so  do  the  militia,  when  called 
into  service ;  therefore,  if  the  regular  Army  are 
^  to  be  called  mercenaries,  merely  because  they 
receive  pay,  the  militia  ought  also  to  be  so  termed. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  well  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  seems  to  think  that 
Uiis  measare  is  a  departure  from  the  ground 
which  had  been  taken  at  the  last  session.  His 
idea  was,  that  it  was  a  continuance  of  those  mea- 
sures which  were  in  contemplation  previous  to 
the  ofier  of  negotiation  from  France  being  made 
known. 

But  what  Mr.  P.  rose  principally  to  remark 
upon  was,  what  bad  fallen  from  the  gentlemen 
itom  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina  with  re- 
spect to  tbis  being  an  army  on  paper.  He  had 
attended  to  their  arguments,  expecting  tbey  would 
hare  shown  some  evil  consequences  that  might 
arise  from  this  law,  hot  none  were  shown.  The 
objection  to  it  was,  that  it  was  merely  an  army 
upon  paper ;  a  paper  defence,  which  coald  bare 
no  good  effect,  bat  the  contrary.  If,  said  Mr.  P. 
we  attempted  to  pat  an  army  on  paper  beyond 
what  the  resources  of  the  United  States  could 
raise,  then  indeed  it  would  look  like  rain  txnst- 
ing  ;  but  if  the  force  was  recollected  which  the 
United  States  proposed  to  raise,  at  a  time  when 
they  did  not  possess  one-half  of  the  resources 
which  tbey  now  have ;  that,  instead  of  thirty,  they 
then  proposed  to  raise  eighty  regiments,  and  he 
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believed  an  addition  of  sixteen,  making  Binety«i 
in  the  whole ;  if  during  the  period  of  onr  Btevo- 
lotion,  the  resources  of  the  United  States  wm 
equal  to  the  keeping  in  pay  ninety-six  rc^uneati^ 
surely  an  addition  of  thutr  regineniS;  in  our  pn- 
sent  circumstuKes,  could  not  be  conndersd  ai 
mere  boasting. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  present  array  is  not  foil, 
and  that  the  army  ordered  to  be  raised  is  not  yet 
raised.  This,  Bdr.  P.  said,  was  no  argomait 
against  the  present  bill  for  raising  men  when  tfaej 
shall  be  found  necessary.  No  attempt  has  beta 
made  to  raise  the  new  troops ;  if  there  had  been, 
tbey  woold  doobtlesk  have  been  raised.  The  offi- 
cers hare  only  lately  been  named ;  which  is  aao- 
ther  proof  thiit  steps  are  not  takok  by  the  Piai- 
dent  before  they  are  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  CuiBOBHB  had  attended  to  the  ai|a- 
meots  which  had  been  adduced  on  this  oeessNB, 
and  had  heard  a.  great  deal  of  declamation  fnm 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  Mr.  G. 
conla  not  think  that  any  nation  would  bdieve 
that  an  army  on  paper  was  an  army  indeed.  Att 
nations  know  that  we  bare  a  militia,  which  we 
look  upon  as  our  bulwark  of  defence ;  and  he  mi 
not  williog  to  degrade  the  United  States  so  mocb 
in  the  eye  of  the  world  as  to  let  it  appear  that 
Congress  should  think  it  necessary  to  pat  on  pa- 
per something  merely  to  make  fureigners  bdiere 
that  we  have  an  army,  when  we  have  none.  We 
have  an  army  at  hand  following  the  plough,b)it 
ready  to  come  forward  whenever  called  upon; 
not,  indeed,  to  ulay  giants  which  gentlemen  them- 
selves raise  and  kdf;  but,  if  giants  indeed  iWWi 
we  shall  have  a  militia  ready  to  slay  them.  Pi»- 
ing  laws  like  the  present,  he  said,  was  hiring  ^ 
ditional  duties  upon  the  Presidoit}  who  had  alressy 
sufficient  upon  lus  bands— duties  which  he  ^  not 
believe  he  wished  to  hare.  The  world  knows 
what  we  can  do — they  know  that  when  neeesnty 
calls,  said  Mr.  C,  we  shall  march  to  a  man,  Hr. 
Chairman,  and  what  better  men  could  march  than 
you  and  I,  sir?  He  wished  to  hear  no  more  « 
these  imaginary  giants. 

Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Dattor  rose  toge- 
ther. The  latter  having  the  preference  said,  « 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  when  be 
rose,  would  declare  (for  he  had  not  heard  thegea- 
tleman)  whether  he  had  called  the  Army  oftbe 
United  States  a  mercenary  army,  in  the  maoMr 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caio- 
lina.  and  whetha  be  meant  thus  to  call  Uiemf 

Mr.  LiriiroBTCMi  eziriained,and  justified  theutt 
of  the  word  "mercenary"  as  ap^ied  to  rcgolv 
troops,  in  contradistinction  to  noilitia.  It  wow 
equally  apply,  he  said,  to  all  persons  who  reeetved 
wages  for  their  serrices. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  shielded  himself  under  a  poor,  pitifiu 
evasion.  The  term  "  mercenary"  could  only  Iw 
applied  to  men  who  are  engaged  for  life  as  sol- 
diers, and  who  make  a  trade  of  arms ;  whereas  m 
this  country  the  longest  pcdod  of  serrice  is  fire 
years;  others  are  only  enlisted  for  three  yean; 
and  the  men  for  the  army  now  in  riew  are  only 
to  serre  so  long  as  danger  threatens  vs.  He  was 
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rare  the  gentleinsn  would  be  ashamed  of  the  ez- 
pressioD ;  oot  only  because  it  was  a  reflection  upon 
the  present  army,  but,  if  he  had  any  feeling,  he 
must  have  koowD  that  erery  member  on  this  floor 
most  oondemn  the  expression,  as  it  was  owing  to 
m  deaer»)doD  of  troops  which  he  has  called  "  mer- 
cenary" that  that  gentleman  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
on  this  floor;  and  the  making  use  of  such  an  ez- 
pressicm  was,  therefore,  indirectly  to  abuse  the 
men  who  placed  him  wnere  he  is. 

Mr.  LiTiRGBTON  denied  that  he  had  used  any 
erasion. 

Mr.  PiHCKKET  could  assure  the  gentleman  frum 
New  York  that  he  never  made  use  of  any  argu- 
ment on  this  floor  with  a  riew  of  gaioing  popu- 
laritr  with  any  other  body  of  men,  or  with  the 
people  at  large ;  but,  when  he  heard  epithets  used 
reflecting  on  a  deserving  body,  by  a  geDtieman 
who  seldom  uses  expressions  without  intention, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  notice  of  them,  and  to 
oVriate  any  ill  efiecu  which  they  are  calculated 
Co  produce.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
pTen  the  House  a  definition  of  the  word  "  merce- 
nary," and  his  friend  from  Pennsvlrania  has  given 
oae  which  differs  rery  maieriaOy  from  it.  The 
latter  ^ntleman  had,  in  substance,  given  the  same 
definition  of  the  term  which  be  had  ulmself  given; 
but.  at  the  same  time,  the  gentleman  says,  no  re- 
flection could  have  been  intended  npon  the  pre- 
sent army. 

Who  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  are  the  "mercenary 
bands,"  according  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania's opinion,  who  will  fight  in  anybody's 
cause,  if  paid?  It  never  could  apply  justly  to  an 
armv  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  in  vain  for 
gentlemen  to  talk  about  standing  armies — they 
know  that  the  proposed  army  is  to  be  raised,  if 
raised  at  alL  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  for  a  lim- 
ited term.  Neither  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  nor  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  he  be- 
lieved, were  in  our  Revolutionary  Army.  He 
had  the  honor  of  serving  in  that  army ;  and  he 
knew  that  an  imputation  of  this  kind  was  always 
ctmsidered  by  the  soldiers  of  that  time  as  tne 
greatest  insult.  They  were  not  men  who  fought 
for  wages;  they  came  forward  in  defence  of  their 
conutry  equally  with  the  militia,  and  could  with 
no  more  propnety  be  called  mercenary  than  the 
militia.  If  the  gentleman  bad  called  the  troops 
a  r^nlar  array,  he  should  not  have  objected  to 
it;  but  he  could  not  suffer  them  to  be  called  mer- 
cenary, without  noticing  the  expression. 

Mr.  Qallatin  was  a  little  surp:ised  that  the 

Sntlemen  from  South  Carolin  and  New  Jersey 
(mid  have  taken  so  much  alarm  at  the  expres- 
sion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  won- 
dered at  their  ingenuity  in  making  it  a  reflection 
OB  the  last  American  Army,  or  on  the  officers  of 
the  present  Army.  He  could  see  no  reason  for 
this,  except  it  -Wks  to  destroy  those  prejudices 
which  exist'  in  the  American  mind  in  favor  of 
militia  and  against  a  standi^  Army,  in  order  to 
pave  the  way  for  this  kind  ofdefence  in  the  place 
of  mUitia.  The  term  mercenary  troops  was  to 
be  understood  in  a  variety  of  senses.  It  some- 
times meant  dtose  troops  in  foreign  countries 
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who  sell  their  services  and  their  blood  to  any 
country  which  will  purchase  them;  sometimes  it 
means  those  who  fight  for  pay,  in  contradistictLon 
to  those  who,  perhaps,  fi^ht  for  plunder }  but  the 
term  has  the  meaning  given  to  it  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York,  viz :  Boldiera  who  fight  fw 
pay.  Men  of  this  kind  may  be  necessary,  and 
very  valuable.  All  descriptions  of  men  who  re- 
ceive pay  for  their  services  may  in  that  sense  be 
called  mercenary,  as  contradistinguised  from  those 
who  might,  not  as  a  profession,  hut  occasionaUr, 
do  the  same  services.  In  that  sense,  you  mi^hC 
call  lawyers  who  speak  for  money,  mercenaries. 
Does  this  make  the  profession  disreputable  ?  No ; 
but  it  is  perfectly  well  understood  that  both  those 
wbo  practice  the  law  and  those  who  go  into  the 
Arniy,  do  so  for  the  sake  of  the  emoluments  aria- 
ing  from  each,  and  that  both  are  not  less  honora- 
ble professions  for  that  circumstance. 

Mr.  G.  believed  the  term  mercenary  properly 
applied  to  an  army  which  is  raised,  not  for  any 
specific  purpose^  but  for  the  purpose  fitting  in 
any  cause  in  which  their  Government  may  choose 
to  employ  them.  A  distinction  ought  to  he  made 
between  officers  and  privates,  in  this  respect,  be- 
cause officers  can  resign  if  they  do  not  like  the 
employment,  but  privates  cannot.  But  from  this 
deODiiion  of  the  term^  he  could  see  nothing  in  it 
which  would  apply  either  to  the  late  Army,  or  to 
any  Army  whicn  may  be  raised  against  France, 
but  it  would  solely  and  precisely  apply  to  any 
permanent  establishment  which  may  be  projected 
for  this  country.  Nor  had  it  anything  to  do  with 
the  first  section  of  this  bill,  which  contained 
merely  an  abstract  proposition ;  that  section  was 
objectionable  only  so  far  as  it  formed  a  part  of  a 
bin  calculated,  in  his  view,  to  raise  a  standing 
Army  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  militia. 

As  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fran  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Habpbr,)  he  should  take  no  notice 
of  them.  That  gentleman  always  gave  the 
House  a  handsome  aeelamation  whenever  he  couM 
introduce  the  extravagances  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, which  he  was  not  displeased  to  heavi 
since  there  was  generally  something  handsome 
in  the  language,  even  when  there  was  nothing 
novel  in  the  matter;  but  as  to  the  application  <h 
his  observaiioos  to  the  present  subject,  he  could 
not  see  how  the  gentleman  had  connected  the  two 
subjects. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  mean  to  prophesy  anything  about 
France.  The  gentleman  may  be  correct  in  his 
flights  and  fancies,  for  aujE^bt  be  knew;  but  as  to 
the  conclusions  he  drew,  he  did  not  think  any  ar- 
gument necessary  to  repel  them. 

Mr.  Bataru  remarked  iipon  the  ingenuitjr  dis- 

Slayed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penns]|rtvattia  iu 
efenee  of  the  epithet  used  by  his  friend  from 
New  York.  He  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman 
wdl  understood  both  the  word  and  the  thing.  He 
spoke  of  mercenary  troops  and  mercenary  law- 
yers, but  there  were  other  mercenaries  whom  he 
had  omitted.  He  might  have  added  mercenary 
patriots  and  mercenary  politicians,  of  whom  we 
nave  had  but  loo  many  examples.  He  might  also 
have  aaid,  that  there  were  mercenary  politiciaas 
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imported  from  abroad,  as  well  as  merceoary  troops- 
[Mr.  EoQLEaTON  rose  to  call  the  gentlemaa  to 
order;  and  was  proceeding  lo  state  the  impropri- 
etv  of  personal  refiectioas,  but  there  was  a  seae- 
ral  cry  of  order — that  a  member  was  oa  the  floor. 
The  Speakeb  desired  Mr.  B.  to  proceed.]  Mr. 
B.  beiieved  he  wa?  oot  more  out  of  order  thao  the 
gentlemaa  from  PennsylTania;  but  what  fell 
from  him  might  make  a  different  impression  upoD 
the  geatleman  from  Tirginia.  He  was  saying, 
that  amongst  other  merceoaiies  there  might  he 
mercenary  politicians.  He  did  not  know  why  he 
should  be  understood  as  haring  particular  refer- 
ence to  persons  in  that  House.  Did  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  mean  to  allege  that  any  per- 
sons were  described  by  what  he  said  1  He  should 
be  glad  if  the  gentlemen  would  point  them  out. 
When  the  gentlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  spoke  of 
merceoary  lawyers,  he  supposed  be  did  not  allude 
to  any  honorable  gentleman  on  that  floor  of  that 
profession.  He  beliered  further,  with  respect  to 
mercenary  politicians,  that  there  were  some  who 
were  doubly  mercenary ;  they  received  pay  from 
their  own  Government,  and  also  from  a  loreign 
Government,  and,  actually  served  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, vhilsi  they  are  receiving  the  pay  of 
their  own. 

But  to  recur  to  the  sense  in  which  the  gentle- 
man IVom  New  York  had  used  the  word  merce- 
nary. He  believed  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey was  perfectly  correct  when  he  said  that  the 
term  can  only  be  applied  to  troops  whose  princi- 
pal object  is  to  receive  pay,  without  any  motive 
of  rendering  service  to  tneir  country.  If  the  term 
was  to  be  understood  in  any  other  sense,  the  mi- 
litia of  the  country  might  as  well  be  called  mer- 
cenaries as  any  other  soldiers,  since  they  receive 
pay  for  their  services.  Indeed,  if  all  men  are  mer- 
oenarv  who  receive  wages,  we  had  a  mercenary 
Presiaent,  a  mercenary  Vice  Prepideat,  a  merce- 
nary Senate,  and  a  mercenary  Houtte  of  Repre- 
sentatives. In  that  case,  the  clergy  would  be  as 
much  mercenaries  as  officers  in  uie  Army,  since 
both  receive  pay  for  their  services.  Nor  would 
the  gentleman  be  Me  to  find  a  man  who  is  not  a 
mercenary.  For  this  term,  said  Mr.  B.,  has  a 
peculiar  signification ;  and  whenever  we  speak  of 
ft  mercenary  armjr,  we  mean  to  say  it  is  an  army 
devoid  of  [tttriotism  and  virtue,  whose  soldiers 
serve  alone  for  the  sake  of  money ;  and  be  was 
certain  no  gentleman  could  say  this  description 
euotd  be  applied  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
Gentlemen  knew  the  fact  was  otherwise;  they 
know  that  the  Army  of  the  United  States  is  made 
up  of  the  yeomanry  and  other  citizens  of  the 
country,  who  have  a  common  interest  with  their 
fellow-citizens  in  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  country ;  and  with  respect  to  officers  in  the 
Army,  he  believed  the  money  received  for  their 
services  was  the  least  consideration.  Tbey  bad 
come  forward  to  offer  their  services  at  a  mo- 
ment when  our  national  independence  was  threat- 
ened. He  was  confident,  therefore,  that  the  term 
could  not  apply  to  our  Army. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  B,  is  not  positively  to  raise 
an  army,  but  eventually  to  do  so,  and  therefore 
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he  could  see  no  connexion  between  it  and  tbe 
present  state  of  Europe,  or  the  probability  of  as 
invasion,  or  the  probability  of  a  peace  at  Euuiadt; 
since  DO  army  is  contemplated  to  be  raided,  ex- 
cept in  case  of  war.  and  no  man  could  say  suck 
an  army  would  not  be  necessary  in  case  «  inva- 
sion. Will  the  militia,  said  Mr.  B»  be  compoent 
far  your  defence  in  Kuch  a  case?  If  you  call 
them  into  service,  their  time  will  expire  before 
they  can  be  well  brought  to  act ;  for,  id  the  hut 
war,  by  the  time  the  militia  had  arrived  at  die 
place  of  their  destination,  and  could  be  broogfat  to 
operate,  their  times  expired,  and,  at  momeati  of 
the  greatest  emergency,  there  was  no  power  is 
detam  them.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be{Rn- 
deot,  therefore,  to  let  the  safety  of  the  country  de- 
pend upon  such  a  source. 

No  one,  said  Mr.  B^  doubts  the  discretion  of  tbe 
President.  He  has  been  trusted  with  the  powa 
with  respect  to  the  provisional  army,  and  bis 
shown  no  disposition  to  abuse  it.  He  thMigkt, 
therefore,  he  might  be  safely  trusted  with  this. 

Mr.  EoGLESTON  said,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  has  so  explained  bis  meaning  as  to  sof- 
ten tbe  harshness  I  supposed  he  was  running  into 
when  I  called  to  order,  I  only  rise  to  nuke  an  ob* 
servation  or  two  on  the  necessity  of  adberiag  t* 
decency  and  decorum  in  debate.  If  we  mean  to 
be  a  deliberatinff  assembly,  all  personalitiea  wbfr 
ther  against  ioaividuals  or  descriptions  of  moi, 
ought  to  be  avoided,  as  landing  to  inflame  and  sot 
to  inform  or  convince  the  mind.  It  is  a  coarse  I 
shall  endeavor  to  pursue,  and  I  would  not  willing- 
ly reflect  on  any  member,  or  use  asperity  in  illte^ 
preting  his  expressions.  Nothing  can  be  mote 
unfair  than  to  lay  hold  of  a  particular  word  used 
in  the  warmth  of  debate,  ana  by  affixing  to  it  is 
invidious  meaning,  endeavor  to  excite  prejudice, 
as  in  the  present  mstance.  If  there  are  any  lacr- 
cenary  politicians,  as  hinted  by  tbe  gentlemsn 
from  Delaware,  I  should  think  they  most  proba- 
bly would  be  found  among  those  who  areaoxioa 
to  extend  Executive  influence^  patronage,  sod 
power,  because,  as  Executive  friends,  they  nufl^ 
expect  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  office. 

If  it  could  be  expected,  said  Mr.  E.  that  pr^ 
dice  could  be  thrown  aside,  I  should  think  boa 
sides  of  the  House  would  concur  in  rejecting  tkii 
bill ;  for  the  armaments  and  expenditures  already 
authorized  will  consume  all  toe  receipts  of  tke 
present  year ;  and,  of  course,  more  efficacy  will  be 
given  to  tbe  measures  already  adopted,  if  the  mo- 
ney is  received  to  carry  them  into  enecL  Aad, 
if  there  is  real  danger,  and  the  country  should  be 
invaded,  the  great  mass  of  tbe  people  will  be  able 
to  defend  it  until  Congress  can  be  asseml^ 
and  while  the  regiments  now  established  are  rais- 
ing; and  filling.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  bill  will  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Harper  said  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  Aid 
about  his  nights  of  imagination. 

Mr.  LivmoaroN  complained  that  he  had  not 
been  treated  with  candor.  After  he  had  ginn 
an  explanation  of  the  term  which  he  had  used,  ho 
thought  a  di^rent  meaning  ooght  not  to  bin 
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been  pat  apoa  it,  with  a  riew  of  excUuig  preju- 
dkesaffaiost  him. 

Mr.  I  Aacon  believed,  if  the  tabjeet  had  beeo 
more  eloaeljr  attended  to,  the  question  mi^ht  have 
been  ukea  long  ago.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
ijRre  waa  do  nece-isity  for  the  present  bill,  as  our 
aiiifs  were  certainly  in  a  better  conUitioa  than 
hat  Tear.  The  only  effect  which,  in  .his  opinion, 
the  bill  would  have,  would  be  to  ascertain  how 
mny  people  would  apply  for  commissiMis  under 
it;  for  DO  one  could  believe  the  army  would  ever 
betuied,  as  it  is  calculated  upon  a  contingency 
vbieh  cannot  possibly  hap[wn  within  twelve 
watha^coosideriog  the  jKBsent  state  trf"  the  French 
■arine.  Ht«  principal  objection  to  the  measure 
via  the  delegatioa  of  a  power  which  Cmgnaa 
oaght  alwajrs  itself  to  exercise. 

The  qaestion  on  striking  out  the  first  ncUon  was 
pat  and  negatived— 54  to  42. 

Mr.  VABMnM  moved  an  amendment  to  prerent 
lbs  immediate  appointment  of  the  officers, 

Mr.  One  eonsioered  it  as  the  principal  merit  of 
tUi  biU  that  the  officers  of  the  proposed  eventual 
tnn][  may  be  immediately  appointed,  that  the  re- 
enitii^  senrice  may  go  on  withoat  delav,  when- 
ever the  necessity  for  raising  them  shall  appear. 
Mr.  O.  said  it  was  a  difficnlt  thing  to  make  a  ee- 
lectioQ  of  officers  for  so  large  a  body  of  men  ;  five 
•r  six  months  elapse  before  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  officers  wilt  accept  of  their  appointments. 
The  officers,  thoagb  appointed,  will  receive  no 

aimttl  they  enter  opon  actual  service ;  and  it 
certainl|r  be  of  advaBtage  to  hare  them  ap- 
Ioiatcd,that  in  ease  of  necessity,  the  Secretary  of 
War  may  know  where  to  find  than. 

Mr.  Eaoi.ESTOif  said,  bat  few  officers  would  be 
mted  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting ;  and  whilst 
these  officets  were  employed  in  recnuiing,  there 
woald  be  time  enough  to  appoint  the  others. 

Mr.  McDowell  remarked,  that  what  the  gen- 
llnan  from  Massacbusetis  considered  as  the 
greatest  excellency  of  this  law,  he  considered  as 
lb  most  objectionable  qnality,  as  it  goes  to  enlist 
ths  officers  on  the  side  of  the  President,  and  gave 
Ino  aa  influence  whicb  he  ought  not  to  have 
withoat  ^Molate  necessity  required  it  Indeed, 
he  believed,  to  create  this  influence  was  the  chief 
pwpoieofthe  bilL 

^Os^  qnestioQ  being  put,  it  was  negatived— 

On  eeaiog  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  relates 
to  nrimteers, 

Mr.  W.  CuAiBORME  tmdj  this  part  of  the  bill 
vai  to  him  far  the  most  objectionable.  He  view- 
id  it  as  altofiether  useless,  and  not  called  for  by 
the  txigeBcy  of  the  tintes.  Bat  his  principal  ob- 
Jtc^oB  was  to  the  ancoostitulionality  of  the  pro- 
ven, since  the  volunteers  are  resorted  to  in  lien 
of  ibe  militia,  and  to  be  employed  for  the  pot^ 
poses  which  the  Constitution  directs  the  militia 
■ball  be  employed  for.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  oot  the  6th  section ;  which,  if  agreed  to,  the 
Ttb  and  Sth  would  follow  of  course. 

Mr.  S.  SMrm  hoped  tbe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
MsMc  was  about  to  hare  made  a  different  motion, 
m  had  no  objection  to  a  part  of-  this  seetioit,  as 


it  merely  goes  to  the  organizing  of  the  volunteera. 
He  hojped  he  was  going  to  more  to  strike  out  that 
part  or  tbe  section  which  limits  tbe  employment 
of  volunteers  to  tbe  Sute  to  which  they  ImUod^. 
This  provision  was  oot  contained  in  the  provi- 
sional army  bill.  It  had  been  proposed,  but  dis- 
agreed to ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  now  be  struck 
out. 

Mr.  Claibobmb  withdrew  his  motion,  to  make 
way  for  the  one  proposed  by  the  gentlettiaD  from 
Maryland. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  made  his  motion.  This  subject 
was  fully  argued  at  the  last  session ;  there  would 
be  no  occasion,  therefore,  to  occupy  mnch  tine 
with  it  at  presenL  Agreeably  to  the  Constitatieo 
ot  tbe  United  States,  the  seretil  Sutes  have  the 

Kwer  of  appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  militia, 
the  case  of  these  volunteer  corps,  that  power  is 
taken  from  the  States  and  placed  in  the  President; 
but  that  part  of  tbe  bill  now  proposed  to  be  stnuk 
out  goes  a  step  farther.  It  proposes  to  take  per- 
sons from  the  militia  into  tbe  volunteer  corps,  and 
by  that  means  make  the  militia  less  effectual ;  and 
it  is  proposed  that  the  volunteers,  though  equipped 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  Sutes,  snail  not  be 
employed  out  of  the  State  to  which  they  belong ; 
though  tbe  militia  are  obliged  to  march  wherever 
they  are  ordered  to  go,  equipped  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. So  that  the  youth  and  the  most  active 
part  of  (Hir  citizens  arc  to  be  kept  at  home,  and 
the  more  aged  and  less  enei^tic  part  are  to  go 
wherever  Mlled.  This,  to  hu  mind,  was  one  of 
the  most  extmordinarv  provisitms  be  ever  saw. 
It  went  to  paralyze  and  destroy  the  militia,  and  to 
give  us  nothing  in  its  stead.  What  satiuactioii 
would  officers  of  the  militia  hare  in  eommandinc 
men  who  had  been  culled  for  the  rolnnicer  coqw 
He  could  see  no  reason  for  the  distinetiODj  and  he 
thought  it  onnecessary  to  say  more  upon  it. 

Mr.  Bat  Ann  considered  tbe  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  as  going  to  the  destructioa 
of  the  Tolunteer  corps;  for,  if  bis  motion  obtained, 
tbe  couaequence  would  be  we  should  have  no 
roluoteers  at  alt.  The  rolunteer  corps,  Mr.  B. 
said,  were  generally  composed  of  young  men,  en- 
gaged in  various  avocations  of  Uk.  who.  witnoot 
receiving  any  pay,  equip  and  discipLine  themselves 
in  order  to  be  qualified  for  rendering  aid  to  their 
eonntry.ineaae  of  necessity.  Theyoaghtnot,tbet»- 
fore,  to  be  enuidered  as  mercenary^  troops ;  they 
associate  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  certain  aid) 
but  not  that  aid  which  persons  who  devote  their 
whole  time  to  military  services  are  destined  to 
afford.  The  spirit  of  the  volunteers  themselves, 
he  was  satisfied,  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
want  ol  provision  of  this  liiDd ;  but  their  parents 
and  connexi<»i8  will  not  suffer  tbem  to  enter  with- 
out iL  Uncommoo  pains,  he  knew,  bad  beet 
used  with  the  friends  of  young  men  to  prevent 
tbem  from  entering,  on  tbe  ground  that  they 
wonid  be  liable  to  be  sent  to  tbe  extreme  parts  as 
the  Union,  wherever  danger  should  appear.  He 
knew  these  representations  had  produced  effect, 
not  upon  the  young  men  themselves,  but  upon 
their  friends,  and  lud  prevented  many  from  en- 
rolling themselves.    Seeing  that  this  operation 
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had  taken  place,  be  considered  this  proTisjoD  as 
tbe  vital  principle  of  the  sysiem  which,  if  not 
Agreed  to,' would  prevent  enrollments  altogether.. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  com  plained  that 
this  provision  would  operate  as  a  hardship  upon 
the  militia,  who  were  obliged  to  march  wherever 
called;  but  it  would  be  recollected  that  militia 
were  obliged  only  to  serve  for  three  months  at  a 
time,  which  was  nearly  the  same  thing  as  saying 
they  shoold  not  march  to  distant  parts,  as  tiie 
time  of  serrice  would  not  admit  of  it  At  any 
rate,  if  militia  are  obliged  to  march  to  a  greater 
distance  than  the  Tolunieers,  the  vdanteert  have 
B  much  longer  period  of  service  than  the  militia. 
He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland ;  on  tbe  contrary,  be 
thought  the  militia  should  consider  themselves  as 
obliged  to  the  volunteers.  If.  however,  the  service 
of  the  volunteers  is  preferable  to  that  of  the  mili- 
tia, the  militia  may  become  volunteers,  if  they 
choose.  They  will  hare  the  same  eleettoD  with 
others. 

The  operation  of  this  provision  was,  said  Mr. 
B.,  that  the  volunteers  should  not  be  compelled 
to  go  oat  of  the  State  to  which  they  beloug ;  but, 
when  enrolled  and  in  service,  he  asked  whether 
it  was  probable  that  these  yoang  men,  fired  with 
Petprit  de  corps,  would  rntise  to  go  to  the  fur- 
thest extent  of  the  Union  whether  they  would 
atop  at  an  imaginary  tine?  He  was  sure  they 
would  not  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege ;  but, 
in  cooler  moments^  when  about  to  ennu  tfaera- 
seLves,  thejr  do  hesitate,  and  it  operates  as  a  bar- 
rier to  the  increase  of  these  corps. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
though  he  should  have  been  better  pleased  with 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  His  mind 
was  stroDgMT  impressed  with  a  conviction  that 
that  part  of  the  bill  passed  at  the  last  session, 
which  directs  that  these  volunteers  shall  be  or- 
gauized  and  their  officers  commissioned  by  the 
President,  was  an  infringement  of  tbe  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  he  hopied  no  other 
law  of  the  kind  would  be  passed. 

Bat  he  was  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  should  call  the  provision  proposed  to  be 
struck  out,  an  essential  part  of  the  bill.  What ! 
that  these  patriotic  young  men  shall  be  kept  at 
home  in  time  of  danger  I  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  patriotisnoj  which  Be  called  tunghine  ^riotigm, 
-and  the  patriotism  of  these  young  men  seemed  to 
be  of  this  kind,  or  thejr  would  not  decline  to  meet 
danger  wherever  it  might  appear. 

Mr.  Bataro  said,  he  spoke  of  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  young  men,  and  not  of  the  young 
men  themselves,  as  destnng  this  provision. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  be  knew  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  talked  much  of  the  patriotism 
of  these  young  men  ;  but  he  had  a  different  wish 
from  that  gentleman.  He  wished  to  hare  do  vo- 
lunteers, except  they  were  wHliog  to  march  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  He  was  not 
willing  to  hare  a  Presidential  mititia,  to  be  con- 
fined to  their  own  State.  For  what  would  be  the 
aitaation  of  a  general  eommanding  an  army  of 
Tolnnteers,  who,  when  they  come  to  the  line  of  a , 
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State,  will  say,  "We  wiUgo  no  further?"  It 
would  be  mortifying  (o  the  greatest  d^ee,  aad 
he  trusted  so  disgraceful  a  provisioo,  as  it  respect- 
ed the  volunteers,  would  never  be  adopted. 

Mr.  McD.  trusted  that  those  gentlemen  who 
were  in  favor  of  a  detachment  of  the  militia  would 
be  found  against  this  part  of  the  hill,  which  would, 
if  agreed  to^  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  militia 
system. 

Mr.  W.  Claibormb  said,  one  of  the  greyest  ob- 
jects, at  the  formation  of  this  Union,  was  to  se> 
core  the  common  defence;  and  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  as  great  an  obligation  rested  m 
the  yuuog  men  of  Tenneasee,  to  defend  tbe  State 
of  Delaware,  if  attacked,  as  to  defend  the  soil  od 
which  they  live ;  and,  if  a  disposition  exists  in  the 
minds  of  certain  young  men  to  be  freed  from  that 
duty,  he  would  not  be  for  passing  a  law  to  gratify 
that  disposiiion.  He  was  glad  to  hear  tbe  gende- 
men  from  Delaware  remark,  that  this  proritioa 
was  not  introduced  at  the  suggestion  of  the  yonng 
men,  but  of  their  parents  and  friends.  He  believ- 
ed there  was  more  patriotism  and  love  of  coantry 
in  the  young  men  of  America;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  find  that  the  provision  was  wished  by  the  eUer 
part  of  society.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  wai 
mistaken  in  this  respeet,  and  that  the  lath«s 
friends  of  these  young  men  did  not  possess  so  nu- 
row  a  patriotism.  But,  if  they  do  possess  thii 
disposition,  if  his  rote  could  prerent  it,  it  sbouU 
not  be  gratified.  The  militia  law  operates  npoa 
all.  and  tbe  President  could  call  out  these  yooog 
men  under  that  law,  and  send  them  to  the  moat 
extreme  parts  of  the  Union.  But  if  this  law  passA  I 
these  select,  these  favorite  corps,  will  be  excladeo 
from  duties  which  attach  to  other  citizens.  He 
should  suppose  that  justice,  policy,  and  a  regard  i 
to  the  feelings  of  our  fellow-citizens  genenulr, 
would  prerent  the  passing  of  such  a  law;  wbics,  I 
in  his  opinion,  would  give  a  vital  stab  to  ourmi- 
iitia  system,  which  he  considered  as  our  best 
ftupport 

Mr.  Macom  said,  if  ihb  motion  did  not  prerail, 
it  was  clear  that  the  rolonteer  cups  cooU  act  be 
sent  out  uf  their  respectire  Statea.  It  was  m, 
the  militia  were  only  called  out  for  three  moatb 
at  a  time ;  but  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that,  if 
Congress  choose  to  pass  a  law  to  hold  tbem  ii 
service  six  months,  tbey  must  submit  to  it.  Bat 
it  is  said  that,  if  the  militia  think  the  volanteei 
service  pr^erable,  they  may  enter  into  it,  and 
then  we  shotild  hare  no  militia,  and  no  man  could 
be  taken  out  of  the  Sute  to  which  he  belongs* 
But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  observed  that 
this  provision  will  hare  no  effect  upon  tbe  yooag  i 
men ;  that  tbey  will  march  to  the  extremest  part 
of  the  UnioD,  notwithstandiiu.  Why,  then,  ia- 
sert  tbe  provision  1  The  gentleinao  says,  "  to  sa- 
tisfy tbe  parents  and  guardians  of  these  you^ 
men."  Mr.  M.  supposed,  after  this  declantioBi 
the  old  folks  would  not  be  thus  taken  in.  Be- 
sides, as  some  of  tbe  States  are  mach  easier  inva- 
ded than  others,  it  wonl  l  render  the  service  ray 
uneqoal ;  and,  as  he  had  heard  no  good  reason  m 
the  claose,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  ajgreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  Cla»ou»  said,  it  appeared  atraoge  to 
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him,  that  ^eotlemeo  who  are  at  all  times  desirous 
of  anemeatiDg  the  power  of  the  President,  are 
oov  (or  taking  a  part  of  the  power  which  he  pos- 
sesses out  of  his  ttaods.  He  is  at  present  Com- 
mander-iii-Cbief  of  all  the  militia  of  the  United 
Stales;  aad  gentlemea  wish  to  separate  a  part  of 
that  militia,  under  the  name  of  volunteers,  to  be 
placed  under  officers  oi  his  appointing;  in  doing 
wfaieL  be  supposed  the  men  were  to  be  traas- 
f<Hinfa  into  men  of  greater  spirit,  more  patriol- 
iatn,  more  virtue,  or  become  more  lubserrient  to 
the  GoTernment,  Constitution,  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  than  the  militia.  Would  the  mere 
amwiDtment  of  officers  br  the  President  make 
t&is  change  1  He  beliered  not.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion that  thcM  men  would  make  good  peace  sol- 
diers, hot  would  not  answer  the  purpose  for  war. 
He  disliked  the  thing  exceedicgly,  as  it  weut  to 
a  disorganization  of  the  militia.  He,  therefore, 
mored  the  committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  of  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  this  bill  till  the  next 
session. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Venable  thought  two  reasons  ought  to  have 
weight  with  the  committee  in  striking  out  this 
part  of  the  section.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems 
that  the  geatieman  from  Delaware  does  not  ex- 
pect this  clause  to  hare  any  operation  when  the 
Tolimteers  come  into  senrice ;  be  wishes  it  only 
to  pacify  the  parents  and  guardians  of  young  men. 
Mr.  V.  tbougnt  this  improper.  When  a  person 
enters  into  service,  both  be  and  bis  friends  ought 
to  know  the  terms  on  which  he  enters,  without 
iny  deception.  In  the  next  place,  these  volun- 
teers are  to  have  peculiar  privileges;  they  are  to 
be  exempt  from  militia  duty,  and  to  be  kept  with- 
iii  their  owa  States.  He  thought  these  objec- 
tions against  this  part  of  the  bill  were  entitled  to 
eooside  ration. 

Mr.  Batard  denied  that  he  bad  an^  inteDtion 
to  deceive  the  volunteers  or  their  friendk  He 
declared  his  view  explicitly. 

Ur.  S.  Smith  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  bad  said,  that  if  this  motion  ob- 
tiiu,  it  will  destroy  the  bill,  as,  without  a  provi- 
non  of  this  kind,  no  young  men  will  enrol  tbem- 
selves.  What,  said  Mr.  S.,  does  this  go  to?  If 
yon  bdd  out  a  temptation,  a  bribe,  to  these  young 
nen^  Ihey  will  enrol  themselves,  if  they  have 
aothing  to  do,  instead  of  going  into  the  militia. 
Bni  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  they  will 
not  stop  when  they  come  to  the  Hue  of  demarca- 
tion, because  they  are  not  mercenaries  (and  here, 
by  the  by,  he  uses  the  term  in  the  same  sense  that 
ine  gentleman  from  New  York  used  it.)  Mr.  S. 
«id,  he  had  bad  some  experience  in  this  business, 
ud  he  believed  men  would  march  no  further 
uuo  they  were  obliged  to  march.  Mr.  S.  enume- 
rated several  instances  in  the  late  war,  where  men 
left  the  service  at  the  instant  their  time  expired, 
It  the  most  critical  periods.  And,  as  he  never 
vished  to  place  the  commander  of  an  army  in 
such  a  situation,  he  trusted  the  clause  would  be 
rttock  out. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  introduced  this  motion,  he  begun  with 
5th  Cor.— 97 


a  declaration  not  founded  in  fact,  viz:  that  this 
was  precisely  the  same  que:ition  which  bad  been 
decided  at  the  last  session,  and  rejected,  and,  of 
course,  that  this  provision  would  meet  the  same 
fate.  Mr.  D.  took  ihe  liberty  of  reminding  that 
gentleman  that  there  was  an  important  difference 
between  the  two  measures.  In  tne  former  case, 
there  was  no  limituiion  to  the  number  of  volun- 
teers to  be  accepted ;  the  whole  militia  might 
have  become  volunteers ;  whereas,  in  the  present 
bill,  the  number  is  limited  to  each  State,  and  the 
whole  number  to  75,000. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  should  use  no  other  arguments 
than  those  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
in  favor  of  the  motion,  to  induce  the  committee 
to  reject  it.  He  has  shown  how  little  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  men  engaged  for  a  short  term ; 
whether  for  three,  four,  six,  eight,  or  bine  months. 
What  is  the  subject  of  this  bill  ?  To  place  in  a 
stale  of  readiness,  men  who  may  properlv  enough 
be  called  niilitia,  for  two  years,  to  be  called  upon 
to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  What  is  asl  ked 
for  in  return  ?  That  they  shatinot  be  obliged  to 
go  out  of  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  except 
with  their  own  consent.  Stipulations  in  our  en- 
listments are  not  unusual.  Sometimes  men  are 
engaged  for  five,  sometimes  for  three  years,  and 
sometimes  for  a  particular  kind  of  service.  If 
75,000  of  those  volunteers  are  stationed  at  Uie 
most  important  parts  of  the  Union,  in  case  of  in- 
surrection or  invasion,  these  men  will  be  first 
called  upon,  and  screen  the  militia  from  a  call 
which  might  be  inconvenient  and  oppressive. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  a  thing  which  the  grt-at  body 
of  the  militia  would  wish.  If  this  were  bribery, 
it  was  a  kind  of  bribery  which  he  did  not  under- 
stand; for  how  could  these  volunteers  perform 
less  duty  than  the  militia,  when  they  are  always 
liable  to  the  first  call  for  two  years? 

Gentlemen  say,  the  object  of  this  provision  is 
to  extend  the  power  of  the  President.  On  the 
contrary,  the  effect  will  be  to  abridge  it.  At  pre- 
sent, he  may  marcb  these  volunteers  to  the  fur- 
thest extent  of  the  Union;  but  if  this  motion  is 
negatived,  and  the  bill  passes,  he  cannot  em[dojr 
diem  out  of  their  own  State.  Mr.  D.  believed 
nothing  more  need  be  said,  to  show  that  the  pro- 
vision IS  a  proper  one,  and  that  this  bill  diners 
very  materially  from  that  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  said,  the  provisional  army  bill 
did  not  propose  to  confine  the  service  of  the  vol- 
unteers to  their  own  State,  but  to  an  adjoining 
Stale;  and  it  never  could  be  expected  that  the 
whole  of  the  militia  would  become  volunteers; 
but  that  what  remained  would  be  paralyzed,  and 
no  man  would  like  to  command  what  was  left ; 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Jersey  was  left  to 
command  the  dross  of  the  militia,  he  would  feel, 
said  Mr.  S.,  like  myself. 

The  question  on  striking  out  wa.1  put  and  car- 
carried — 51  to  44,  as  follows: 

YxAS — George  Baer,jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Browne 
Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas  ClaibMne,  William  Chades 
Cole  Claibotne,  Matthew  Clay,  John ^loptim,  Jdm 
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DftWMD,  George  Dent,  Jose^  Eggleston,  Lucat  Elmen- 
dorf,  WiUUm  Findley,  Jon.  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jas. 
Gilleapte,  Andrew  Gre^,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edwani  LivingBton,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William 
Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  An- 
thony New,  Josiah  Parker,  James  Sdutremao,  Thos. 
IMnniekMin.  Tompeon  J.  Skinner,  Samael  Smith,  WU- 
Uam  Smith,  lUchard  Dobbs  Spaigbt,  Peleg  Spragne, 
Sidiard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Samter, 
Thomas  TiUm^iaat,  Ahram  Trigg.  John  Trigg,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  JoseiA  fi.  Vunam,  and  Abraham 
Vcnable. 

Nats — John  Allen,  Baiiey  Bartlett,  Jatnea  A.  Bay- 
aid,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Stef^en  Bollock, 
Chriatt^er  O.  Ghamplio,  James  Cocarui,  William 
Craik«  Samael  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Ed-' 
mood,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwig^t  Foster, 
Jonadian  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswotd,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Han>er,  Thomas  Hartley,  William 
Bindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoamer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir,  Lewis 
R.  Monis,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas 
Pfnckn^,  John  Reed,  Samuel  Bewail,  Wm.  Shepard, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Ridiard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomaon,  John  E<  Van  Akn.  Pel^  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Wahi,  and  John  WiUtama. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  section  which  prorided  for  the  holding  in 
readiness  75,000  Tolunteers,  apportioned  to  the 
several  States. 

The  motion  was  Degatived — 50  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
amendments;  which  harins  been  gone  through, 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  limit  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest of  the  two  miUiuns  of  dollars  proposed  to 
be  borrowed  for  carrying  this  law  into  ef^l,  to  6 
per  cent. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Speaker,  there  being  46  votes  for  it.  and  46 
against  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  a  provision  wasintro- 
daced  into  the  bill. that  no  voluateer  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  out  of  the  State  in  which  be  resides, 
for  aloiuer  term  than  three  months  after  be  arrives 
at  bis  pnce  of  rendezvous. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  an  amendment  to  take 
from  the  President  the  power  of  immediately  ap- 
pointing the  officers  to  the  24  regiments  of  infan- 
try, a  regiment  and  abatialioo  of  riflemen,  a  bat- 
talion ofartillerists  and  engineers,  and  three  regi- 
ments of  calvary,  which  be  is  authorized  by  this 
act  to  raise,  in  case  war  shall  break  om  between 
the  United  States,  and  a  foreign  Power,  or  in  case 
imminent  datiger  of  invasion  of  their  territory  by 
any  siich  Power,  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  discovered 
to  exist,  which  was  negatived— 56  to  39,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yxia — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Bloant,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samael  J.  Ca- 
bell, Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Clai- 
borne, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmendorf,  William  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Albert  GalUtin,  JameaOUIeapie,  Andrew 
Ongg,  Carter  B.  HarriMm,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph 


Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jonea,  Edward  Livings 
Bton,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma* 
con,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anlhooy 
New,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Tiigg, 
Philip  Tan  Cortlandt,  Joa^  B.  Tamnn,  and  Aim- 
ham  Venable. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baor,  jun^  BaK- 
lett,  Jamea  A.  Bayard,  Jonaihan  Braea^  David  Brooka, 
Stephen  Bullo<^,  ChristofJier  G.  ChampUn,  Jaaias 
Codiran,  WilUam  Oraik,  Samael  W.  Dana,J(^  Den- 
nis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thorn m  Evans, 
Abie]  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonadian  Freeman,  Hen- 
ry Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  G<Md(Hi,  Roger 
Griswold,  William  Bar^  Grove,  John  A.  HaoDa,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  HarUqr*  William  Hindmao, 
Hezekiah  'L.  Hoamer,  Jamea  B.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Madiir,  William  Mit* 
thews,  Lewis  R.  Monia,  Harrison  G.  Ods,  Isaac  Pu* 
ker,  Josiah  Pariter,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed, 
Jamea  Scbureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard, 
Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smid^ 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  ^irigg, 
George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomaa,  Mark  Thomscn, 
ThomasTillinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
54  to  41,  as  follows: 

Yeas — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr..  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Jonathan  Brace,  David  Brooks,  Ste- 
phen Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Jas.  Codiran, 
William Craik,8amnelW.Dana,John  Dennis, GcMgs 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomaa  Evans,  Abiel  Podar. 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Heniy  Glen,  Chans* 
cey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  Wil- 
liam Bany  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  TboDSf 
Hartley,  Wm.  Hindman,  Hexekiah  L.  Hoamer,  Janwi 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Semud  Lyman,  Janes 
Machir,  William  Matthews,  Lewis  R  Morris,  HarriMii 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Josiah  Park«r,Thomas  Pinckney, 
John  Reed,  Jamea  Sdiureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  WilHua 
Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Saiith,  Samael 
Smith,  Rjehard  DoUm  Spai^t,  Peleg  Sptague,  OeoifB 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Hark  Thomson.  ThoBUi 
Tillinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Wain,  and  John  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Baid,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Robert  Brown,  Samael  J.  CabeO, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  ClaibonM, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Jos^ 
Eggleston,  Lucas  Ebneadorj;  William  Findley,  J<u> 
Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Oilleq^  Andrew  Gn«|t 
John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harriaon,  Jonathan  N.  Ha* 
vena,  Joseph  Hnster,  David  Holmes,  Walter  J<nMB, 
Edward  Livingaton,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon. 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Job.  McDoweH 
Anthony  New,  Tompeon  J.  Skinner,  William,  Sondi, 
Richard  Sprigg,  Richard  Stanfixd,  Thomaa  Sfliattr, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt.  JoMffc 
B.  Vamum,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  ordered  to-morroV  at 
half  past  ten.  and  then  the  House  adjonrued. 


Satdsoat,  March  2. 
A  call  of  the  House  took  place  at  half  paM  ten, 
agreeably  to  order,  when  92  members  (includtng 
the  Speaker)  appeared  in  their  seats.   Some  a£we 
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nembera  were  absent,  who  had  sereratly  to  make 
apologies  oa  takinff  their  seats. 

The  House  resoTred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wfacde  on  snndry  bills,  which  were  sererally 
read  the  third  time  aad  passed. 

A  Messaee  was  received  from  the  Presideot, 
statiDg  to  toe  House  the  Dumber  of  vessels  com- 
missioned since  July  last ;  the  number  of  which  is 
965,  their  tonnage  66,691  tons,  their  number  of 
gnns  3,723,  of  men  6,347. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  he 
some  time  ago  laid  upon  the  table,  respecting  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  a  Commiltee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The 
molioo  was  negatived — 56  to  28. 

A  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Courts  to  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the' 
rirer  Obio  underwent  some  discussion,  but  was 
afterwards  postponed  till  next  session. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  resolution  in  favor  of 
JoBcph  WWton,  also  one  in  &tc»  of  subscribing 
fiw  400  «>pie8  of  the  old  Journals  proposed  to  be 
printed  by  Mr.  Folwell. 

Mr.  Gbeoo  presented  a  petition  signed  by  950 
inhabitants  of  Lancaster  county,  praying  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.   Ordered  to  lie. 

Adjourned  till  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

EVENIIfO  BITTING. 
LAW  OF  RETALIATION. 

Mr.  Otis  called  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
Testing  the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  when 

Mr.  Dent  moved  to  postpoDe  the  consideration 
lathis  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress;  which 
motion  was  negatived — 35  to  33. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  this  bill,  and  after  some  discussion,  and 
an  amendment  being  introduced  into  theprearoble 
of  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Datton,  (the  Speaker,)  to  make 
it  api^y  generally  to  any  acts  of  severity  that  may 
be  committed  by  the  French  RepobHc  in  pursuance 
of  any  violent  decree  instead  of  applying  partica- 
larly  to  the  decree  declaring  Americao  citizens, 
found  on  board  vessels  of  their  enemy,  pirates,  and 
liable  to  suffer  death,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  being,  "  Sball  this  bill  pass  V 

Mr.  LivmosTON  complained  that  this  bill  went 
to  {dace  the  power  of  life  and  death  in  the  bands 
of  the  President,  with  respect  to  every  Frenchman 
in  this  country,  in  case  the  French  Government 
should  commit  any  act  of  violence  against  one  of 
onr  citizens.  He  doubted,  indeed,  whether  he 
would  not  have  this  power,  in  case  of  any  Ameri- 
can citizen  being  killed  in  battle  on  hoard  a  British 
ship.  The  Legislature,  he  said,  had  no  right  to 
Test  this  power,  except  in  case  of  warj  nor  did  he 
Mieve  it  would  ever  be  exercised,  if  given.  And 
as  the  decree  complained  of  had  been  two  years 
in  existence  without  being  carried  into  effect,  he 
thought  there  was  no  need  now  to  create  an  alarm 
abont  it.  Indeed,  the  last  decree  baring  been  sus* 
pended,  he  considered  the  first  to  be  so  also. 


[H.ofR. 


Mr.  EoHONo  was  sorry,  at  this  late  hour,  to  oc- 
cupy a  single  moment  of  the  lime  of  the  House ; 
but  he  found  himself  called  upon  to  say  a  few 
words.  It  was  a  paiofUl  reflection,  he  said,  that 
any  nation  in  the  world  should  ddtiberately  pass  a 
Legislative  act  for  the  purpose  of  authorizing  the 
commission  of  murder ;  tor  the  airit  of  the  French 
Republic  was  nothing  less  than  a  law  for  pnttine 
innocent  men  to  death.  An  instance  like  it  could 
not  be  found  on  record.  In  time  of  war  retaliation 
is  found  necessary  to  prevent  the  enormities  of  an 
enemy.  Indeed,  the  intention  of  retaliation  is 
always  to  prevent  cruelty.  This  decree  was  said 
to  be  suspended;  but  if  it  were  not  intended  to 
give  it  future  operation,  it  woold  have  been  repeat- 
ed. It  might  be  convenient  to  suspend  the  decree 
for  a  time;  but  when  a  nation  is  so  depraved  as  to 
pass  a  decree  of  this  kind,  what  security  have  we 
that  the  decree  will  not  be  brought  into  operation 
in  the  recess  of  Congress.  If  it  is  not,  the  present 
law  can  hare  no  e&ct.  Mr.  £.  believed  no  one 
but  die  j^ntleman  from  New  YaA  could  have 
snpposen  that  this  law  was  meant  to  retaliate  for 
men  killed  in  Inttle.  If  he  examines  the  bill,  he 
will  find  that  the  person  must  hare  been  put  to 
death  pursuant  to  a  decree  of  the  French  Republic. 
And  whilst  we  suffer  our  humanity  to  be  touched 
with  respect  to  French  citizens  nere,  we  ought 
not  to  forget  American  citizens,  whose  blood  may 
be  spilt  in  France  under  this  decree. 

Mr.  Qallatin  observed,  that  three  arguments 
had  been  used  in  favor  of  passing  this  bill.  One 
of  ihem  was,  that  it  would  afford  protection  to  our 
seamen ;  the  second,  to  give  sufficient  cause  of  irri- 
tation by  repelling  every  hostile  measure  of  the 
French  Government  by  one  of  a  similar  nature; 
the  third,  to  prevent  the  people  of  America  having 
any  bdief  in  either  the  sincerity  of  France  or  the 
probability  of  a  n^tiation. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  believe  that  this  bill  would  give 
the  protection  expected  to  our  seamen ;  apd  as  to 
the  power  of  retaliation,  well  knowing,  both  from 
the  character  of  the  President  and  the  general  char- 
acter of  America,  that  retaliation  would  be  repug- 
nant to  his  feelings,  and  the  feelings  of  the  public 
at  la^e,  he  did  not  believe  a  single  case  would  ever 
happen  in  which  it  would  be  exercised.  What, 
said  Mr.  G.,  would  be  the  degree  of  proof  necessary 
to  carry  into  efi^t  this  law  ?  A  man  must  have 
been  taken  on  board  a  British  vessel,  or  some  other 
vessel  at  war  with  France,  and  put  to  death  or  ill- 
treated  by  the  French.  It  must  also  be  proved  to 
have  been  done  in  pursuance  of  a  French  decree. 
In  the  next  place,  he  must  be  an  American  citizen, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  go  on  board  such  ship; 
and  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  how  all  this  information 
was  to  COOK  to  the  President. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  he  really  our  intention  to  gxre 
protection  to  our  seamen,  instead  of  authorizing 
the  proposed  retaliation,  we  ought  to  go  to  the 
source  of  the  evil,  and  endeavor  to  i>revent  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen  by  the  British,  which 
atone  brought  them  into  this  situation.  This  bill 
does  not  comprehend  any  American  who  goes  on 
board  of  a  British  ship  of  war  voluntarilr ;  tney  are 
not  entitled  to  onr  protection  hy  the  isw  of  na- 
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tioQs  ihey  must  seek  proteclion  from  the  country 
under  wnose  flag  they  sail.  Those  American 
citizens  only,  therefore,  who  have  been  forced  on 
board  a  British  »hip  of  war,  and  who  have  been 
obliged  to  fight  their  battles  against  their  will,  are 
by  tnis  bill  to  be  protected,  so  far  as  retaliation 
can  protect  them. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  bad  been  induced  to  mention 
this  point,  not  only  because  it  naturally  flows  from 
the  subject,  but  from  one  of  the  documents  which 
had  been  submita-d  to  the  House.  He  alluded  to 
Lord  Gren  ville's  tetter  to  Mr.  King,onr  Minister  at 
London.   [Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  of  that  letter.} 

Air.  G.  observed,  upon  this  document,  that  it 
contained  a  very  extraordinary  acknowledgment. 
Lord  Grenville  says,  "  the  King  feels  the  protec- 
tion due  to  those  who  sail  under  bis  flag."  There- 
by openly  acknowledging  that  there  are  a  number 
of  American  seamen  who  do  sail  under  hi^  flag. 
And^  as  not  many  of  our  seamen  had  selected  his 
service  in  preference  to  that  of  their  own  country ; 
as  our  own  seamen,  if  left  to  their  choice,  would 
sooner  sail  on  board  of  our  own  ships  than  those 
of  His  British  Majesty ;  it  is  therefore  an  explicit 
arowal  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen. 
That  identical  document  which  eommuoicates 
the  offeoftiTe  decree  of  France,  is  also  the  occasion 
of  this  bill. 

This  acknowledgmeot,  said  Mr.  G.,  leads  to 
more  than  ooe  consequence.  If  we  pass  this  bill, 
it  will  amount  to  this,  that  knowing  American 
seainen  were  impressed  by  the  British,  the  fact 
having  been  thus  coofessoi,  we  choose  rather  to 
pass  a  retaliatory  law  against  (he  French  for  pun- 
ishing our  seamen  found  in  a  situation  into  which 
they  were  arbitrarily  forced  by  the  British,  than 
apply  a  remedy  to  the  root  of  the  evil. 

Again,  another  part  of  ihis  letter  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville, when  connected  with  this  measure,  made  an 
eitraordioary  impression  on  his  mind.  The  ac- 
knowledgment bavini;  been  made,  it  might  have 
been  supposed  Lord  Grenville  would  have  ordered 
all  such  American  seamen  to  have  been  released; 
but  he  does  not  do  this,  but  says  the  King  will 
cause  retaliation  to  be  exercised.  To  do  this, 
mi^tfaare  some  effect  whilst  these  men  remained 
on  Doard  of  the  King's  ships ;  it  would,  therefore, 
increase  bis  power,  and  prolong  the  time  during 
which  such  seamen  will  remain  on  board.  But 
Lord  Grt-nville  does  not  stop  here.  He  says,  the 
"King  leaves  it  with  the  difiereot  Powers  to  take 
measures  accordingly."  So  that  he  gives  us  advice 
what  we  ought  to  do^  and  we  are  about  to  do  it. 

Mr.  G.  bad  said,  tbis  bill  was  not  likely  to  pro- 
duce any  effect;  yet,  if  it  should  be  put  in  force,  by 
referring  once  more  to  Lord  Grenville's  letter,  it 
will  appear  that  the  retaliation  of  which  he  speaks 
is  to  he  confined  to  French  prisoners,  whom  tbefor- 
tnne  of  war  bad  thrown  into  the  power  of  Great 
Britain;  and  he  believed  the  present  law  should  be 
confined  to  persons  who  should  be  captured  by 
ressels  of  the  United  States.  And  it  would  be 
most  effectual  in  this  way:  because  if  it  were  to 
operate  against  other  Freucn  citizens  in  this  coun- 
try, the  French  Goveromeot  would  not  be  con- 
cerned about  it,  since  ninety-nine  out  of  a  han- 
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dred  of  those  citizens  are  probably  emigrants,  or 
persons  for  whose  ^afety  ihey  have  no  interest. 

If  by  meeting  every  hostile  act  of  the  French 
Government,  by  a  measure  of  a  similar  kind,  could 
render  this  country  more  respectable,  Mr.B.  should 
be  in  favor  of  it ;  but,  in  the  present  case,  he  did  not 
think  the  measure  apfdicable.  There  was  a  great 
difference^  he  said,  between  measures  of  hostility 
and  retaliation.  Measures  of  retaliation  could  du 
no  good,  except  as  preTeDtives ;  and  as  the  decree 
in  question  had  already  been  two  years  in  fbree 
without  being  carried  into  effect,  it  could  scarcdy 
be  expected  that  it  would  now  be  exercised. 

It  must  be  allowed,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  some  change 
had  taken  place  in  our  situation  with  respect  to 
France;  but  it  seemed  as  if  gentlemen  wished,  by 
nbe  passing  of  tbis  bill,  to  take  off  any  impression 
of  this  kind  which  might  have  been  made  on  the 
people  by  the  late  appointment  of  Ministers  to 
treat  with  France.  Mr.  G.  did  not  mean  to  express 
any  opinion  on  the  probable  issue  of  that  nomina-- 
lion.  He  believed  the  President  had  taken  certain 
measures;  and  that  nothing  which  he  could  door 
say  would  either  accelerate  or  delay  those  mea- 
sures. He  wished  to  leare  them  uncontrolled,  to 
have  tbe  effect  they  may,  whatever  it  may  be.  ¥e^ 
in  relation  to  what  had  been  said  with  respect  to 
Guadaloupe,  he  believed  that  captures  had  taken 
place ;  yet,  when  we  speak  of  information,  there 
was  a  letter  written  by  one  of  the  commanders  of 
our  vessels,  which  says,  that  a  number  of  vessels 
go  there  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken,  in  order  to 
carry  on  a  trade  contrary  to  the  laws  of  ihe  United 
States.  [The  Spe&keb  called  to  order.J  Mr.  G. 
said  he  was  about  to  conclude.  He  considered  tbis 
bill  as  calculated  to  have  but  little  effect,  and  faad 
{  it  not  been  for  the  arguments  of  the  gentletnan 
from  Massachusetts,  he  should  have  been  at  a  Ion 
to  have  known  for  what  reason  it  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  "with  what  measure^ou  mete, 
the  same  shall  be  measured  to  vou  again,"  was  t 
doctrine  long  since  established.  It  was  a  doe- 
trinewhich  injured  man  had  assumed  in  aJleotu- 
tries,  and  the  justice  of  which  had  been  uniTemlly 
admitted. 

An  appeal  to  tbis  national  sentimentj  and  to  the 
writers  on  this  subject,  would  be  a  sufficient  answer 
to  the  gentleman's  humanity  for  Frenchmen,  to 
the  forgetfulness  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  general  principles  ol  tbe  law  are  too  just 
to  be  questioned.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, well  knowing  that  the  national  feelings  of 
man  must  approve  of  tbe  principle,  undertakes  to 
distiaguii^h  away  the  subject.  Instead  of  coming 
forward  to  the  point,  he  nas  gone  into  complaints 
against  British  inhumanity.  But  why  speak  of 
British  inhumanity,  if  not  to  embarrass  this  bilH 
This  bill  is  intended  against  the  French  nation. 
If  the  gentleman  wished  a  similar  law  against  the 
British,  neither  be  nor  his  followers  cotild  be  sus- 
pected of  any  attachment  to  that  nation,  which 
would  have  preveoted  him  or  them  from  u-lngiDg 
forward  sucn  a  measure.  The  gentleman  knew 
such  a  measure  would  be  embarrassed  with  diffi- 
cultiesj  and,  if  it  iailed,  it  would  deprive  him  of 
the  argument  he  now  makes  use  of.  Shidl  we, 
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nid  Mr.  D.,  because  our  seamen  hare  becQ  first 
iniored  by  Great  Britain,  when  France  uses  tbem 
am  worse,  abandon  tbem?  Because  they  have 
beeo  once  injured  with  impunity,  shall  we  turn 
our  backs  upon  them  forever'?  The  doctrine  is 
too  inhuman,  too  absurd,  to  be  countenanced. 

The  gentlemao  from  Pennsylvania  assigns  an- 
other reasOD  a^inst  this  bill.  To  make  it  effectual 
he  says  certain  information  must  be  given  to  the 
President,  viz:  that  the  person  ill  treated  is  an 
Americau  seaman;  and  that  he  has  received  bis 
ill  treatment  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  French 
Government.  Hax  the  sentleman  to  learn  that, 
when  the  officers  of  the  French  Government  do 
an  act  of  violAce,  which  the  principles  of  human- 
ity and  the  Uw  of  aatioos  condemn,  if  the  nation. 
Aks  not  punish  its  officers  for  the  act,  it  must  be 
3one  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Government  7 

The  gentlenuD's  other  objection  was  honorable 
to  Americans.  It  was  that  the  humanity  of  the 
president,  and  of  the  people  of  this  country,  would 
not  suffer  the  law,  if  passed,  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  Mr.  D.  said  it  was  difficult  to  reason  on 
Uiis  subject,  bu;,  admitting  the  fact,  it  affords  a 
decisive  proof  that  this  power  will  never  be  abused, 
and  at  the  worst,  the  law  could  only  be  ineffectual, 
and  it  migfbt  have  the  good  effect  of  preventing 
the  unprincipled  murder  of  ouf  countrymen. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
that  the  aecree  of  the  British  Caoinet  might  have 
bad  some  effect  in  procuring  a  suspension  of  the 
decree  of  the  Executive  Directory. 

[Mr.  Gali^tiii  denied  haviDK  said  that  the 
French  Qorerament  bad  suspended  their  decree 
on  account  of  the  threats  of  the  British.  Mr. 
King's  first  letter  is  dated  the  27th  of  November, 
aod  his  second,  mentioning  the  suspension  of  the 
decree,  the  2Stn,  so  that  that  was  impossible.] 

The  gentleman  has  taken  an  opportunity  of 
referring  to  the  note  of  Lord  GrenvtUe.  If  the 
sentleman  wasdisposed  to  make  a  philippic  against 
Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  no  reason  to 
vindicate  him;  but,  when  the  gentleman  went  so 
far  beside  the  question  to  do  it,  it  showed  he  had 
little  respect  for  his  audience.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  certainly  incorrect,  when 
he  said  the  note  of  Lord  Grenville  was  a  direct 
admission  that  impressed  American  seamen  were 
held  on  board  the  British  fleet.  He  would  state 
a  case  in  which  American  seamen  would  be  liable 
to  the  effects  of  the  French  decree,  where  the 
British  Oovernment  conld  not  be  censurable. 
Suppose  an  American  vessel  captured  and  plun- 
dered by  the  French,  and  some  of  our  seamen,  to 
escape  the  severities  of  a  French  dungeon,  had 
escaped  and  got  on  board  of  a  British  ship  of  war, 
hopioft  by  that  means,  in  time,  to  get  to  their  own 
country.  Such  cases,  he  had  no  doubt,  had  hap- 
pened, and  in  such,  the  gentleman  must  allow,  our 
citizens  must  be  liable  to  suffer  as  pirates,  without 
any  blame  resting  on  the  conduct  of  the  British. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  it  had  been  so  long  unfashionable 
to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  France,  or  to  make 
apologies  in  her  behalf,  that  those  who  now  wished 
to  do  It,  attempt  to  excite  hatred  against  another 
nation.   The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
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gone  altogether  upon  this  principle.  He  has  said 
but  little  against  the  priocipleof  the  bill.  Hisonly 
objection  to  it  was  that  it  was  not  sufficiently  exten- 
sive. Admitting  the  injuries  to  exist  with  respect  to 
Great  Britain,  and  that  many  of  our  seamen  hav« 
been  impressed  by  them,  did  the  gentleman  wish 
us  to  retaliate  by  impressing  British  seamen?  No, 
be  would  be  the  first  to  oppose  such  a  law ;  and 
yet  this  is  the  only  just  kind  of  retaliation  that 
could  be  adopted,  for  he  would  not  wish  us,  because 
the  British  have  impressed  our  seamen,  to  put  the 
first  British  subject  we  meet  to  death;  and  to  talk 
of  impressing  their  seamen,  would  be  perfectly 
ridiculous. 

It  was  not  incumbent  upon  him,  Mr.  O.  said,  to 
enter  into  any  argument  to  distin^ish  between 
the  iniurieti  which  we  hare  received  from  the 
French  and  British  Govecnments,  nor  to  palliate 
the  conduct  of  any  nation  which  has  done  vm 
wrong;  bt|t  when  things  perfectly  clear  are  rio- 
lently  distorted,  to  excite  undue  prejudices,  widt 
a  view  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  the  subject  before  tbem,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  notice  the  attempt.  Let  it  be  granted  that 
Great  Britain  impressesour  seamen ;  she  renounces 
every  right  to  do  so.  She  perseveres,  it  is  true,  in 
her  right  to  reclaim  her  own  seamen  from  on 
board  ourvesseU,  and  in  making  this  claim,  some 
abuses  may  have  taken  place. 

If  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  seen 
fit  to  do  justice  to  Lord  Grenville  be  would 
have  turned  to  another  document  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  Secretary  of  State  last  year,  wherein 
he  says  that  Great  Britain  had  never  assumed  the 

ftriociple  of  impressing  American  seamen.  His 
riend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Piwckmey)  af- 
firmed what  be  said,  and  showed  that  the  great 
difficulty  was  in  preventing  false  pa.«sports  from 
being  ^iven.  This  was  verified  in  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Loring  and  the  Baltimore  sloop  of  war. 
The  difference,  Mr.  O.  said,  between  the  conduct 
of  Fitance  and  Great  Britain  towards  us  was  pal- 
pable. Great  Britain  never  refused  to  rectify  grier- 
ances ;  she  never  heaped  outrages  upon  us.  If  she 
hadj  he  should  have  been  for  vengeance  and  war 
against  that  country,  and  the  cry  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  echoed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  disdained  that  sort  of  sensibility 
nhich  his  friend  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana) 
seemed  to  think  redounded  to  the  booor  of  th^ 
people  of  this  country.  He  owned  it  would  not 
wound  his  feelings,  in  the  smallest  degree  to  see 
the  law  of  retaliation  executed  upon  any  French 
citizen  in  America.  If  one  American  citizen  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  the  decree  of  France,  it  would  alto- 
gether absorb  his  sympathies  for  Frenchmen. 
There  is  a  French  citizen,  said  he,  now  living  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  York,  who  originally 
came  here  as  Ambassador  from  the  French  Re- 

fiublic;  aod  I  must  say  that  I  should  not  feel  the 
east  seDsibility  if  he  should  fall  a  victim  to  this 
law!  Indeed,  there  were  French  citizens  enough 
on  whom  to  execute  the  law;  though  he  joined 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House  io  uopiDg 

Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Law  ^  Retaliatim. 


8061 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


3052 


H.  OF  R.] 


IMachment  of  MUUia. 


[Mabcb,  1799. 


that  there  would  be  do  occasion  to  carry  it  into 
effect. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  vays  that  a 
law  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be  nassed,  except  io 
time  of  war;  and  yet,  said  Mr.  the  gentleman 
will  not  let  us  go  to  war,  and  in  the  meantime 
our  citizeos  may  suffer  with  impunity  under  the 
bloody  decrees  of  France.  But  he  beliered  Con- 
gress  nad  clearly  the  power,  from  those  words  of 
Uie  CoDsiitutioQ  which  say  "they  shall  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  nod  reprisal" — reprisal,  doubtless, 
not  only  against  ships,  but  agaiost  property  and 
persons,  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind.  Mr.  O.  thought 
It  necessary,  therefore,  to  show  lo  the  French 
Republic  tnat  we  are  not  negotiating  through 
fear:  that  we  are  desirous  of  keeping  peace  with 
all  the  world,  so  lon^  as  we  can  do  it  con:$isteDt 
with  our  honor  and  mdependence;  but  no  longer. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  wished  to  have  postponed  this 
bill  till  the  next  session.  He  thougnt  it  improper 
as  it  originally  stood;  as  the  decree  whicn  was 
passed  two  years  ago  was  never  acted  upon.  In- 
deed he  had  somewhere  seen  that  American  sea- 
men were  released  on  apj^catiou  of  Mr.  Skip- 
with,  our  Consnl  in  France.  The  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, is  far  less  objectionable,  yet  he  wished  it  were 
postponed  till  next  ses.<iion.  because  he  never  wish- 
ed to  see  a  taw  of  this  kind  on  our  code.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  that 
it  was  legalizing  murder. 

Mr.  8.  beliered  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts mistaken  in  many  respects.  He  himself 
believed  France  was  disposed  to  make  peace. 
Mr.  8.  proposed  an  amendmeot  to  the  bill  confin- 
ing the  retaliation  to  persons  captured  in  pursu- 
anee  of  any  of  the  taws  of  the  United  States.  If 
this  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  would  be 
less  exceptionable;  for,  though  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  bad  said  he  should  not  regret 
tiie  murder  of  any  French  citizen,  under  this  taw, 
nothing  surely  but  the  heat  of  argument  could 
bave  led  him  to  say  this ;  he  mast  own  he  should : 
nor  did  he  beliere  that  that  gentleman,  or  any 
other,  could  lay  hold  of  an  unfortunate  French- 
man, and  put  him  to  death,  though  one  of  our 
citizens  might  have  suffered  unjustly  and  cruelly 
in  France. 
The  amendment  was  carried. 
Mr.  Macon  did  not  wish  to  see  this  in  our 
code^  In  his  opinion  nothing  but  the  utmost  ne- 
cessity ought  to  induce  us  to  pass  it.  Nor  could  he 
believe  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
could  see  any  man,  even  if  taken  in  arms,  put  to 
death  in  cold  blood !  Though  it  might  be  right 
to  punish  those  who  passed  the  decree,  if  they  could 
be  laid  hold  of,  it  was  a  mournful  thing  to  retali- 
ate upon  innocent  persons  the  offences  of  the 
guilty. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  quoted  a 
acriptnral  passage — "  With  the  same  measure  that 
yon  mete,  the  same  shall  be  measured  unto  you." 
In  the  same  volume,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  also 
find,  "Dounto  others  as  ye  would  they  should  do 
unto  you and  a  law  of  this  kind  eootd  not  be  jus- 
tified upon  the  latter  principle. 

It  it  said  we  ought  to  show  that  we  do  not  act 


from  fear.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  last  mea- 
sures the  House  should  pass  to  evince  that.  Mr. 
M.  hoped,  that  on  the  last  evening  of  the  session, 
a  bill  of  this  kind  would  not  be  pressed.  The 
members  had  heretofore  been  accustomed  to  part 
in  good  humor,  at  the  close  of  the  sessioo,  how- 
ever they  might  have  differed  in  the  conrie  of  it. 
He  hoped  they  should  not  now  depm  from  this 
custom.  He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  thebill 
till  next  session. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  negatived-- 
48  to  37. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  McDowBLi, 
against  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  tbiid 
time  and  passed — yeas  56,  nays  30, Vs  follows: 

YxAB — John  Allen,  George  Bser,  jr..  Bailey  Barflet^ 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stepheo  Balloek, 
Cbriatopher  G.  ChampKn,  James  Cochran,  Sunnet  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Faster,  -  Jonathan  Freemao,  Na- 
thaniel Freeman,  jr.,  HeniyGlen,  Chauncejr  Goodridt, 
Wm.  Gordon,  Aitdivw  Gng^  Rogwr  Griawdd,  WiUin 
Barr;  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Gaodloe  Hatpcr, 
Thomaa  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  David  Hobne^ 
Hexekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  WilkM 
Kitlcra,  Samuel  Ljrman,  James  Machk,  William  Mat- 
thews,  Lewis  B.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Par- 
ker, Joaiah  Parker,  "niomafl  Pinckncy,  John  Reed,  Jumi 
8diareman,  Saniuti  Sewall,  William  Shepaid,  ThOoiM 
^inlckscHi,  Nathanid  Smidi,  Samnel  Smith,  Ricli»l 
Dobba  Spaigbt,  PelegSprague,  George  Tlutdhar,  Ridi- 
ard  Thomas.  Mark  Thomaon,  ThtHnas  Tillin^isi^ 
John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Ala^  Joa^  B.  Vanna^ 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  M  aln. 

NATs^Abrabam  Baldwin,  Bobert  Brown,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Mettbew  Clay,  John  Ci(^c& 
John  DawBon,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Lucas  Elmcndoi^ 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  JanM 
Gille^ie,  Carter  B.  Harriaon,  Jonathan  N.  Haveo^ 
Walter  Jone«,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Lockc^ 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macm,  Blair  Mcdentehaii, 
Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Tompson  J.  Skin- 
ner, WilUam  Smith,  Richard  Sprigs,  Richard  Staofon^ 
Thomas  Snrater,  Abram  Tagg,  Philip  Van  Cortluid^ 
and  Robert  Williama; 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITU. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sea* 
ate  to  the  bill  providing  a  detachment  of  S^OOOof 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  which  amendmeot 
was,  that  "the  President  should  be  authorized  to 
dispense  with  the  detachments  being  made  by  the 
States  east  of  the  Potomac." 

Mr.  W.  CLAtBORNE  spoke  warmly  again^  this 
amendment,  and  inquired  what  could  be  the  rea- 
son on  which  it  was  founded  ? 

Mr.  Otis  supposed  the  reason  of  it  was,  that  the 
States  east  of  tne  Potomac  held  their  militia  i& 
such  good  order  that  they  were  always  ready  to 
march ;  and  that  the  militia  of  the  Soothern  Sutet 
were  not  in  this  readiness.  Another  reason,  (as  the 
gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States  appear  most 
desirous  for  this  detachment)  the  Senate  wish  to 
gratify  them  in  it,  and  to  excuse  those  who  do  not 
wish  for  it.   He  should  therefore  be  in  favor  of  it 

Mr.  S.  Smith  declared  it  one  of  the  mortextfi- 
ordinary  propositions  he  ever  heard  of. 
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Mr.  Vbnable  exclaimed,  What !  is  it  come  to 
thii^  tbat  one  part  of  the  nation  shall  have 
duties  laid  upon  it  which  another  part  is  to  "be 
Hcnsed  from  ?  Hare  any  of  the  States  south  of 
the  Potomac  erer  been  deficient  in  duty?  Have 
uy  States  been  more  prompt  than  they  in  execu- 
ting the  laws  of  the  United  States  ?  He  believed 
DO  militia  in  the  Union  had  done  their  dnty  better. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  Union  is  to  be  separa- 
ted— that  one  kind  of  law  shall  operate  in  one 
nrt,  and  another  in  another  part?  If,  said  Mr. 
V.  we  of  the  Southern  States  are  to  become  "  hew- 
ers of  wood  and  drawers  of  water"  it  is  time  we 
sboold  know  it.  He  hoped  no  gentleman  could  be 
foond  in  the  House  to  rote  for  an  amendment  like 
this. 

BIr.  Cbahpun  voted  against  this  bill ;  but  if  it 
passed  at  all,  he  had  no  idea  of  drawing  disgrace- 
mi  distinctions  between  the  Southern  and  Eastern 

States. 

Mr.  Egolebton  expressed  himself  pleased  with 
the  liberality  of  the  gentlemao  from  Rhode  Island. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
been  etjtially  liberal.  If  it  was  necessary  to  speak 
in  praise  of  the  militia  of  Virginia,  he  could  do  it 
fully.  [The  Speaker  said  it  woald  not  be  in  or- 
der; and  Mr.  E.  sat  down.] 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wluch  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Dana  said  it  was  not  a  little  singular  that 
gentlemen  who  have  been  most  desirous  for  this 
detachment  of  militia,  now,  when  all  the  honor  is 
confined  to  themselves,  they  deem  it  burdensome, 
as  making  them  "  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water."  It  was  objected  to  as  unnecessary  by  the 
Eastern  States ;  and  this  amendment  proposes  to 
excuse  them  from  the  duty,  and  to  give  it  to  those 
who  wuh  it. 

Mr.  Harper  said  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  Into 
laments  on  this  amendment.  He  was  sorry  to 
we  it  bad  given  rise  to  so  much  warmth.  It  was 
eoQtiary  to  every  idea  of  legislation,  as  it  went  to 
the  passing  of  a  law  to  operate  on  one  part  of  the 
eouDtry,  and  not  upon  another. 

Mr.  Clopton  observed,  it  was  true,  that  this 
amendment  did  not  deserve  to  be  discussed;  but  it 
could  not  be  surprising  tbat  the  members  from 
Virginia  feel  irritated  by  such  a  proposition,  as  it 
was  evidently  intended  to  insinuate  that  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State  immediately  joining  upon  the  mark 
(^distinction  was  not  in  such  good  order  as  their 
adghbor's,  who  were  to  be  excused  from  the  de- 
taenment.  Knowing  tbat  the  State  of  Virginia 
never  had  been  backward,  and  convinced  it  never 
wonld  be  Iraekward,  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
in  time  of  danger,  be  hoped  such  a  proposition 
would  not  meet  a  moment's  countenance. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  amongst  other  objections  to 
this  amendment,  it  was  impossible  to  understand 
what  it  meant.  He  had  endeavored  to  discover 
whether  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  in  which  he 
lived  could  be  considered  as  east  of  the  Potomac, 
or  not,  and  was  at  a  toss  to  determine. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  when  this  amendment  first  ap- 
peared, he  was  indifferent  as  to  its  fate.  He  sup- 
posed the  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States 
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would  .have  no  objection  to  it,  because  they  did 
not  seem  to  consider  the  detacbmentasbnrdensome; 
but  as  the  matter  appeared  to  be  illy  received  fay 
them,  he  would  not  vote  for  it. 

On  a  wish  being  expressed  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
might  be  dispensed  with,  the  Speaker  said,  if  there 
was  a  single  objection  to  their  being  dispensed 
with,  they  must  be  taken ;  but  no  objection  apoBar- 
ing.  the  amendment  was  rejected  unanimously. 

The  Senate  afterwards  informed  the  House 
that  they  had  postponed  this  bill  till  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Several  bills  were  then  taken  up  and  passed; 
when 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Livinqbton,  to 
adjourn  till  ten  in  the  nioming,  as  it  Would  be  im- 

Eossible  to  get  through  the  business  to-night,  and 
e  uoderstcKKl  the  Senate  were  about  to  adjourn 
to  that  time. 

Mr.  Dana  proposed  lo  adjourn  till  seven  in  the 
evening;  but  tl^t  motion  being  negative^,  ifae 
House  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. 

S0NDAT  Morning,  March  3. 
Several  reports  were  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Enrolment,  and  sundry  messages  communicated 
from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  bills  in  their  pas- 
sage. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 
Mr.  Champlim  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

"  Sensible  as  I  am  of  the  importance  of  the  duties 
that  at  all  times  attach  to  a  gentleman  who  pre- 
sides over  the  deliberations  of  this  assembly,  and 
more  especially  in  times  of  imminent  danger;  im- 
pressed with  the  able  and  honorable  manner  in 
which  those  duties  have  been  discha^ed  by  the 
gentleman  who  now  fills  the  Chair ;  ana  believing 
the  sentiments  I  entertain  on  this  occasion  to  be  in 
perfect  unison  with  those  of  every  member  of  this 
House — I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  the  House  on  this  subject  :** 

He  then  moved  the  following  resolution : 

"  Reaolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
•ented  to  Jonathan  Dayton,  in  testimony  of  their  appro- 
bation of  bis  conduct  in  diBcbarging  the  arduous  and 
important  duties  assigned  him  whilit  to  tbe  Chair. " 

This  motion  was  received  by  the  Clerk,  and 
the  question  being  put  upon  it  by  him,  there  ap- 
peared for  it  40,  againiit  it  22. 

The  resolution  being  carried,  the  Speaker  rose 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

No  language,  gentlemen,  can  do  justice  to  those  £m1- 
ings  which  thu  second  vote  of  t^qnobatiao  of  my  con* 
duct,  after  four  yeara  prestden^  m  the  House  of  Kepra- 
■enlativea,  hu  excited  in  my  breasL  It  would  be  tm- 
jost  in  me  not  to  Kcknowle^fi^  that  to  the  sopiiort  uni* 
formly  afforded,  and  to  the  confidence  nnremiltedly  le- 
poaed  in  me,  rather  than  to  any  merit  of  my  own,  ia  to 
be  ascribed  the  aueceaa  vritti  which  you  are  pleased  to 
declare  that  the  duties  of  the  Chair  bare  been  executed. 

Permit  me  to  say,  that  far  from  being  displeaaed,  t 
have,  on  the  contrary,  been  very  mach  gratified  at  hear- 
ing that  the  reaotution  of  thanks  has  not  been  passed,  as 
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ft  nun  matter  of  form,  unaniinoudf.  As  in  all  public  Mr.  Macon  moved  the  usual  resolution  appoint* 
bodki^  there  haTe  ever  been  found  men  whoee  approb«- !  ing;  a  joint  committee  with  the  Senate,  to  inform 
tioQ  most  be  connderfNd  by  tbe  meritoriovs  aa  a  eennire,  :  the  President,  that  Congress  is  ready  to  adjourn 
ao  in  this  body,  there  are,  unhappily,  KMne  whose  !  vilhout  day,  unless  he  has  any  further  communi- 
&«uure  will  be  regarded  all  whoee  esteem  I  valae,  as  |  cation  to  make  them  ;  which  being  agreed  to. 
the  highest  testimony  of  merit.  About  to  abandon  the  '  Messrs.  Otib,  Macon,  and  Bbookb,  were  ap- 
ant  which  I  bave  held  in  this  branch  of  the  General  poioied  a  committee  on  the  pan  of  this  House. 
Legulature  for  eight  sacceMve  years,  I  take  advantage  Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait 
of  rtw  moment  which  precedes  our  sepaiatMD  to  bid  yon,  (^e  President,  informed  the  House  that  they 

genUemen,  an  aflfecUonate  fereweU.  performed  that  service  i  and  he  informed  then 

The  Senate  sent  down  a  bill  for  altering  the  "that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make, 
time  of  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  making  it,  except  to  express  bis  wish  for  the  health  and  hap- 
instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  December,  (as  fixed  piness  of  the  members,  and  a  pleasant  journey 
ty  the  Constitution,)  the  third  Monday  in  No-  home  to  their  families  and  friends." 
Tember.  The  Spbakbb  then  a^ourued  the  House  with- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  this  bill  was  re-  I  out  day. 
Jected-^3  votes  being  for  it. 
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FRANCE  AND  SPAIN. 

[Cwamonictted  to  CoogreHontbelSthof  May,  1797.] 

Dbfabthekt  of  State, 

Afoy  17, 1797. 

8iB :  By  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  hare  the  honor  to  present  the  en- 
closed papers,  nombered  from  one  to  eighteen,  as 
Boied  below,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
icaentatiTes.   I  am,  &c. 

TIMOTHY  PICEERINO. 
The  Speaker     the  Boum  t^Eepu. 

No.  1.  General  Pinckney's  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated  at  Paris,  December  10th,  1796. 

No.  2.  Report  of  Major  Mountfiorence  to  Gen- 
eral Pinckney,  dated  at  Paris,  December  18th, 
1796. 

No.  3.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinck- 
ney to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  at  Paria,  Jan- 
unr  6ih,  1797. 

No.  4.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinck- 
ney  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  at  Amst«^ 
dam,  February  ISih,  1797. 

No.  5.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinck- 
ney to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  at  Amster- 
dam, March  5tb,  1797. 

No.  6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Motmt- 
florence  to  General  Pinckney,  dated  at  Paris,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1797. 

No.  7.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Mount- 
florence  to  General  Pinckney,  dated  Paris,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1797. 

No.  8.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinck- 
ney to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Amsterdam, 
March  8, 1797. 

No.  9.  Speech  of  Mr.  Barras,  President  of  the 
Exeeotire  Directory  of  the  French  Republic,  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  December  30, 1796. 

No.  10.  Decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of 
the  French  Republic,  dated  March  2, 1797. 

No.  11.  Extract  oi  a  letter  from  John  ^uiocy 
Adams,  Esq.  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  at  the 
H^ue,  November  4th,  1796. 

No.  12.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  committee 
of  foreign  relations  of  the  Batarian  National  As- 
■embly  to  John  ^uincy  Adams,  Esq.,  dated  at 
Haffoe,  September  27th,  1790. 

No.  13.  extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Qjiincy 


Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
Hague,  to  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  of  the 
Batarian  National  Assembly,  dated  at  the  Hague, 
October  31st,  1796. 

Na  14.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Johu  Q^incy 
Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  of  the  United  State^at  the 
Ha^e,  to  tne  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Februa- 
ry 17,  1797. 

No.  15.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  RofusKing.Esq., 
Minister  of  the  United  States  in  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  dated  March  12,  1797. 

No.  16.  Letter  irom  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  Majr  6, 1797. 

No.  17.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to 
the  Chevalier  de  YrujOj  the  Minister  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  to  the  United  States,  dated  May  17, 
1797, 

No.  18.  Letter  from  General  Pinckney  to  the 
Secretary  of  Sute,  dated  Paris,  February  1st,  1797. 

No.  1. 

Pabis,  30/A  Frimaire, 

(December  10th,  1796.) 

Dear  Sir  :  We  lef^  Bordeaux  on  the  25tb  of 
November,  having  been  detained  there  untjl  that 
time:  first,  by  the  badness  of  the  weather,  which 
prevented  the  unloading  of  the  ba^age,  and  af- 
terwards by  some  neces.oary  alterations  being  made 
to  my  carriage,  to  encounter  the  bad  roads  we 
were  threatened  with.  The  roads  were  even 
worse  than  the  horrible  description  we  had  heard 
of  them ;  and  we  broke  down  twice,  and  were 
obliged  to  get  three  new  wheels,  out  of  four,  be- 
fore we  reached  this  city,  which  we  at  length  did 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  December.  I  here 
met  Major  Henry  Rutledge,  my  secretary,  and,  on 
the  mornine  of  the  next  day,  (December  G,)  I 
transmitted  oy  him.  to  Mr.  Monroe,  his  letters  of 
recall,  with  my  compliments,  and  that  I  would 
wait  upon  him  at  any  hour  he  would  appoint.  I 
receired  for  answer  that  Mr.  Monroe  would  see 
me  whenever  I  pleased.  I  immediately  waited  on 
him.  and  we  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  af- 
fairs of  America ;  in  which  he,  with  a  great  deal 
of  frankness,  communicated  all  the  late  measures 
of  this  Grorernmeot  with  respect  to  ours,  and  of 
which  you  must,  long  before  this,  have  been  ap- 
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prised,  both  by  Mr.  Adet  and  the  despatches  of  yoa  between  the  hours  of  one  and  fonro'cloe]^ 
Mr.  Monroe^   He  also  showed  me  a  letter  which  this  afternoon^  if  conrenieDt  to  you.  I  pray  jaa 


he  had  received  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Aflairs.  in  die  following  words : 

Hie  Minister  ofF(mignA£hin  to  Citiien  Monroe,  Min> 
ister  Plen^otentiaiy  of  the  Umted  8utc«. 

Paris,  12th  Frimaire^ 

Uk  year  of  the  French  Republic. 
Citizen  MiNiaTEn:  The  arrival  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney,  at  Paris,  appearing  to  be  near  at  hand,  if  it 
has  not  already  taken  place.  I  eonceire  that  I 
should  communicate  to  vou  certain  formalities 
which  you  are  lo  folfil  on  the  occasion.  The  usage 
is,  that  the  Minister  recalled  and  bis  successor 
send  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affiurs  a  copy  of 
their  letters  of  credence  and  recall.  As  I  presume 
yoor  letters  of  recall  have  already  been  sent 
to  you,  I  request  you  to  communicate  them  to  me 
as  soon  as  possible.   Greeting  and  fraternity. 

CH.T>E  LA  CROIX. 

I  told  Ur.  Monroe  that  I  thought  it  would  be 
more  respectful  to  the  Minister  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  arrival,  and  to  inform  him  that  we  would 
wait  upon  him  any  hour  he  should  appoint,  with 
my  letters  of  credence,  and  his  letters  of  recall. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Monroe,  in  my  presence,  and 
with  my  approbation,  sent  him  the  following  letten 

The  Minister  nennwtentiary  of  the  Cnited  States  of 
America  to  llw  Minister  «  ToieigB  AlButs  oi  the 
Frendi  RepnbHci 

Parib.  December  6,  (18iA  FHmairt.) 
21<f  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  Statet  of  America. 

Citizen  Ministeb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  my  successor^  Mr.  Pinckney.  is  arrived, 
and  is  desirous  of  waiting  upon  you  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  credence 
Ibr  the  Directoire  Exicutif  of  the  French  Re- 
public. By  him  I  havealso  received  my  letter  of 
KcalL  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  request  that  you 
will  ^  so  obliging  as  to  appoint  a  time  when  Mr. 
Pincraey  and  myself  shall  hare  tbe  honor  to  at- 
tend you,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  you  copies 
of  those  documents.  Accept  the  assurance  of  my 
respect.  JAMES  MONROE. 

On  Friday  morning,  December  9, 1  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Monroe,  informing  me  that  M. 
De  la  Croix  had  appointM  that  day,  between  one 
and  four  o'clock,  p.  m.  to  receive  tu.  M.  De  la 
Croix's  letter  was  conceived  in  the  following 
terms : 

The  Ministar  of  Foreign  AAirs  to  Citizen  Monroe, 
Ministar  Ptctt^otentiaiy  of  the  United  States  of 
Anaica. 

Paris,  I9th  Frimaire, 

&th  year,  {December  9, 1796.)  - 
CmzEN  Minister  :  I  have  received  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  tome,  in  which 

J on  request  an  interview  for  Citizen  Pinckney, 
esignated  for  your  successor,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
delivering  copies  of  his  letters  of  credence,  and 
youi  letters  or  recall.  I  shall  be  glad  to  reoeivc 


to  propose  this  to  Citizen  Pinckney.  GreeAng 
and  fVaternity.  CH.  DE  LA  CROIX. 

Mr.  Monroe  and  myself,  with  my  secretary, 
Major  Rutledge,  about  tvo  o'clock,  waited  am 
M.I>c  la  Croix,  and  I  was  introduced  by  Hr. 
Monroe  as  the  person  appointed  as  his  suceenor. 
Tbe  Minbter  at  first  received  us  with  great  stil^ 
ness,  but  afterwards,  on  our  conversing  on  some 
general  subjects,  he  unbent  and  behaved  with 
civility ;  and,  on  receiving  the  official  copies  of 
our  letters  of  credence  and  recall,  said  he  would 
deliver  them,  without  delav.to  the  Directory.  He 
desired  Major  Rutledge  to  let  him  have  our  names 
of  baptism,  and  our  age^  that  cards  of  hospitality 
might  be  made  out.  which  he  said  were  necestt- 
ry  to  reside  here  unmolested.  This  requisitioa 
was  immediately  complied  with,  and  he  proraiwd 
to  send  the  cards  the  next  morning.  Wben  this 
interview  was  known,  the  reports,  which  bad  been 
^read  abroad  before  my  amval,  of  my  not  bciig 
received  by  the  Directory,  vanished,  and  the  get- 
en]  idea  seem^  to  be  that  there  wmild  be  no  ob- 
jection to  receive  me  as  Minister  from  America. 
At  11  o'clock,  on  Monday,  December  12,  Vs. 
Prevost,  (Mr.  B4oiirroe*s  secretary,)  called  opn 
me,  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  just  re> 
ceived  a  letter  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  and  desired 
to  know  if  I  had  received  one.  I  said  na  He 
then  showed  me  M.  De  la  Croix's  to  Mr.  Mosro^ 
which  was  as  follows : 

The  Iffiniator  of  Foreigii  A&im  to  CitinD  MoBrae, 
Mmiater  Flenipotentiaiy  trf'tbc  United  States  of  Asm- 


Par  is,  21st  Fnmatre. 
(Dec.  1 1,  1796,}  6th  year  o/thei 
vepubhc^  one  tmd  indioi$ 


Paris,  21st  FHmaire. 

heTreaek 
mitmttUe. 

CiTizGN  Minister  :  I  hasten  to  lay  before  the 
Executive  Directory  the  copies  of  your  letters  of 
recall,  and  of  the  letters  of  credence  ofMr.  Pinck- 
ney, whom  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  ha* 
appointed  to  itucceed  you,  in  tbe  quality  of  Mia* 
ister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  nearthe 
French  Republic.  Tbe  Directory  has  chamd 
me  to  notify  yon  '  that  it  will  not  acknowledge 
Dor  receive  another  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  until  after  the  redress  of  the 
grievances  demanded  of  the  American  Qoven- 
ment,  and  wbich  the  French  Republic  has  a  right 
to  expect  from  it." 

I  prajr  you  to  be  persuaded,  Citizen  Minister, 
that  this  determination  having  become  necessary, 
allows  to  subsist  between  the  Fr«ich  RepoUie 
and  the  American  peojde  the  affection  founded 
upon  former  benefits  and  reciprocal  interests;  aa 
affection  which  you  yourself  nave  taken  a  pleas* 
ure  in  cultivating  by  every  means  in  your  power. 

Accept,  Citizen  Boinister,  the  assurance  of  my 
perfect  consideration.    CH.  DE  LA  CROIX. 

I  waited  until  next  morning,  expecting  to  re- 
ceive a  notificatioD  from  M.  De  la  Croix,  when, 
not  hearing  from  him,  I  mrote  him  the  ibllowiag 
lettw: 
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Paris,  December  13. 
Citizen  Minister:  Colonel  Monroe  has  been  I 
90  good  as  to  commuDicate  to  me  yoar  letter  to  i 
him  of  the  21st  Frimatre,  wherein  you  inform  : 
him  that  you  had  submitted  to  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory his  tetters  of  recall,  and  my  letters  of  cre- 
dence as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  that  the  Directory  had  in- 
ttmeted  you  to  notify  him  "qu'il  ne  reconnoitra 
et  ne  recevra  plus  de  Mioistre  Plenipotentiarie 
des  Etats  Unis  jumu^aprfis  le  redressemeot  des 
griefs  demands  an  Qourernement  Americain,  et 
que  la  RCirabliqae  Franfoise  est  en  droit  d*eD  at- 
tendre"  [That  it  will  not  acknowledge  nor  re- 
eeire  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  until  after  the  redress  of  the  grieranees 
dcnulnded  of  the  American  Goverament,  and 
which  the  French  RepuUic  has  a  right  to  expect 
from  it]   This  communication  has  filled  me  with 
real  sorrow,  as  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  sentiments  of  America  and  tls  Gorernment — 
for  tl^y  are  one — are  misunderstood,  and  that  I  am 
BOt  pennittrd  even  to  attempt  to  explain  them,  or, 
in  the  terms  of  my  letters  of  credence,  to  endea- 
Tor  ''to  efface  unfavorable  impressions,  to  banish 
suspicions,  and  to  restore  that  cordiality  which 
was  at  once  the  evidence  and  pledi^e  of  a  friendly 
tnrion."  Deroted^aslam,  to  the  liberty,  prosper! 
ty,  and  independence  of  ray  own  country,  the  free- 
iam,  happiness,  and  perfect  establishment  of  the 
French  Republic,  have  always  been  dear  to  me, 
and  to  have  been  inatrumental  in  cementing  the 
good  understanding  which,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  their  alliance,  has  subsisted  between  the 
two  nations,  would  have  been  the  height  of  my 
ambition.   I  most  fervently  ptn.y  that  there  may 
be  a  speedr  and  candid  investigation  of  those 
points  m  wbieh  you  differ  from  us,  that  aflfection 
may  banish  distrust,  and  that  Ae  alliance  of  the 
two  Republics  may  be  perpetusl. 

-In  your  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe  you  do  not 
desire  hioi  to  make  any  communication  to  me, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  his  politeness  for  the  know- 
ledge I  have  of  the  intentions  of  the  Directory. 
I  submit  to  rou,  citizen  Minister,  that,  as  the  let- 
ters of  recall  had  been  received  by  Nfr.  Monroe, 
and  <^ial  eopies  of  his  letters  of  recall,  and  my 
letters  of  credence,  had  been  delivered  to  you,  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  Directory  should  be  com- 
mnnieatcd  by  you  immediately  to  me,  that  I  may, 
without  delay,  transmit  them  as  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  Republic  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  1  may  be  informed,  by 
you,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Directory 
that  1  shoold  immediately  quit  the  territories  of 
the  Republic,  or  whether  I  and  my  family  may 
remain  until  i  hear  from  my  Government  As  I 
have  not  received  the  cards  which,  in  yourinter- 
riew,  yon  said  I  ought  to  possess  in  order  to  ena- 
Ue  me  to  reside  here,  and  that  they  should  be 
transmitted  to  me  the  next  morning,  I  am  the 
more  doubtful  on  this  subject  than  I  shonld  other- 
wise be.   Accept  my  best  wishes. 

CHARLES  0.  PINCKNBT. 
Citizen  De  la  Croix, 
JtMtto'  ttf  Fort^  ^atn  of  the  FrenA  RqnMie. 


This  letter  I  sent  by  Major  Rutledge,  who  de- 
livered it  to  M.  De  la  Croix,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing report  of  what  passed  between  them,  which 
he  immediately  reduced  to  writing : 

Faxis,  S3({  fWtaatre,  (IStik  iteeenAer.) 
I  this  day  waited  upon  M.  De  la  Croi:^  the  . 
Minister  for  Forei^  Affairs,  at  two  o'clock,  as 
bearer  of  a  letter  from  General  Pinckney.  I  was 
admitted  immediately  on  sending  in  my  name, 
and  delivered  the  letter.  Having  informed  him 
from  whom  it  came,  and  that  there  was  a  French 
translation  annexed,  he  opened  it  and  proceeded  to 
read  the  letter  in  my  presence,  which,  when  he 
had  finished,  he  desired  me  to  return  to  General 
Pinckney  as  his  answer:  That  the  Executive 
Directory  knew  of  no  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  since  the  pre- 
sentation of  Mr.  Monroe's  letters  of  recall,  and 
that  the  Executive  Directory  had  charged  him  to 
notify  to  Mr.  Monroe  (here  he  read  the  quotation 
contained  in  the  leiter)  qu'il  ne  reconnoitra  et  ne 
recevra  plus  de  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  des  Etate 
Unis,  jusqu^aprte  le  redressement  des  griefs  de- 
mandft  au  Gouvernement  Americain,  et  que  la 
R6pubUque  Franfoise  est  en  droit  d'en  attendxt. 
Which  notification  the  Directory  relied  upon  Mr. 
Monroe's  imparting  to  his  own  Government,  as 
well  as  communicating  to  General  Pinckney. 
Upon  my  asking  hiu)  if  I  undetatood  him  rightly, 
he  stopped  me,  by  repeating  the  substance  of  what 
1  hare  mentioned,  with  toe  alteration,  when  he 
came  to  the  notification  of  the  word  ^nterican  into 
Federal.  He  then  went  on  to  say,  that  with 
respect  to  the  second  subject  of  G^eral  Pinck- 
ney's  tetter,  he  could  return  no  answer  until  it 
was  laid  before  the  Directory.  I  then  su^ested 
to  him  the  inconveniences  to  which  General  Pinck- 
ney was  exposed;  he  replied,  that  he  would  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  submitting  bis  letter  to 
the  Directory,  prolnbly  the  next  day.  I  asked  H 
General  Pinckney  should  expect  an  answer;  he 
re]klied,  that  their  intentions  should  be  signified 
either  to  himself  or  to  Mr.  Monroe.  I  ihea  took 
my  leave,  and  withdrew. 

HENRY  M.  RUTLEDGE. 

On  the  35th  of  Frimaire,  (15th  of  December,) 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  af^rnoon,  a  Mr.  Giran- 
det  called  on  me,  and  said  he  was  chief  secretary 
in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  ^  that  he  came 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affhirs,  to 
signify  to  me  that,  with  respect  to  my  letter  to  him, 
(whicQ  he  produced,  together  witn  the  transla- 
tion,) he  could  not  directly  communicate  with 
me  on  it,  as  such  dv'ect  communication  would  be 
acknowledging  me  as  Minister^  when  the  Direc- 
tory had  determined  not  to  receive  me;  that,  as  to 
the  other  part  of  my  letter,  relative  to  remaining 
here,  that  he  supposed  I  was  acqusinted  with  the 
laws  of  France,  as  they  applied  to  strangers.  I 
told  him  that  I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  local 
laws  of  the  Republic;  he  said  that  there  was  a 
decree  which  prevented  all  foreigners  from  re- 
maining at  Paris  without  particular  permission, 
which,  as  the  Directory  did  not  mean  to  grant  to 
.  me,  of  coarse  the  general  lairjironld  onentte. 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


S063 


APPENDIX. 


3064 


Relationa  with  France  and  Spain. 


I  aoswered,  that  I  could  not  conceive  the  hav- 
ing  a  direct  commuDicatioD  with  me  would  in- 
Tolre  the  consequences  he  stated ;  that  if  Mr. 
Mouroe  had  died  before  my  arrival,  the  in- 
formation that  they  would  not  acknowledge  me, 
must,  of  course,  hare  been  made  to  myself;  Mr. 
Monroe  having  received  bis  letter  of  recall  from 
our  Qovernment,  could  not  now  act  ofGeially  any 
more  than  if  he  had  ceased  to  exist;  that  I  was 
indebted  to  Mr.  Monroe's  politeness  for  the  infor- 
mation I  had  received  of  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
rectory not  to  acknowledge  me,  but  that  he  had 
not  intended  it  as  an  official  communication. 
That,  with  regard  to  the  laws  of  France  relative 
to  strangers,  the  law  which  he  had  cited  did  not 
apply  to  the  requisition  of  my  letter,  which  was 
to  know  whether  it  was  the  iDtention  of  the  Di- 
rectory that  I  should  quit  the  territories  of  the 
Republic,  or  whether  I  might  remain  here  until 
I  should  near  from  my  Qovernment.  He  said,  he 
rather  believed  that  it  was  the  intention  that  I 
should  quit  the  territories  of  the  Republic;  but, 
as  it  admitted  of  a  doubt,  he  would  mention  it  to 
the  Minister,  with  whom  be  was  to  dine,  and 
acquaint  me  with  the  result  in  the  evening.  I 
told  him  I  should  be  obliged  to  him,  should  it  he 
the  intention  of  the'Directory  that  I  should  quit 
the  Republic,  to  inform  me  in  what  time  I  was  to 
wt  out,  as  my  baggage  was  not  arrived  from  Bor- 
deaux; that  I  meant  not  to  ask  any  personal  favor, 
but  to  have  the  intention  of  the  Directory  clearly 
expres&ed,  as  it  related  to  me,  in  the  situation  in 
which  I  came  to  France.  He  said  he  would,  and 
expressed  a  regret  at  being  the  bearer  of  disagreea- 
ble information,  and  then  departed.  His  Deha- 
Tiour  and  manners  were  very  polite. 

In  the  evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  he  returned, 
and  informed  me  that,  id  answer  to  the  doubt 
vhich  had  been  entertained  in  the  morning,  ^a 
doubt,  he  observed,  which  had  proceeded  from  his 
own  inattention  to  the  words  oi  M.  De  la  Croix,) 
the  Minister  could  only  reply  that  be  andentood 
the  Directory  to  mean  the  territory  of  the  Repub- 
lic, and  not  Paris  alone,  which  was  to  be  quitted ; 
that  as  to  the  time  in  which  it  was  necessary  to 
depart,  the  Minister  could  not  designate  it,  hut 
that  he  would  have  another  communication  with 
the  Directory,  and  that  their  intentions  should 
he  made  known  to  me  in  a  more  explicit  manner 
upon  both  points;  that,  at  the  same  time,  he  must 
inform  me  that,  in  all  probability,  M.  De  la  Croix 
would  not  be  the  organ  through  which  they  would 
be  addressed,  as  t':e  Minister  of  the  Police  Gfini- 
rale  would  t>e  the  officer  under  whose  department 
my  case  would  come.  I  replied  that  I  apprehend- 
ed M.  De  la  Croix  was  the  proper  organ  throueh 
which  information  should  come  to  me,  as  he 
knew  the  capacitjr  in  ijrhich  1  had  come  to  France: 
whereas,  the  Minister  of  Police  might  regard  me 
as  a  mere  stranger,  and  throw  me  into  confine- 
roeot;  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Directory 
to  receive  me,  or  not:  but  they  could  not  divest 
themselves  of^  the  knowledge  which  they  had  of 
the  public  character  in  which  I  came  to  France; 
that,  before  1  arrived,  M.  De  la  Croix  had,  on  the 
12th  of  Frimaire,  written  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that,  as 


my  arrival  at  Paris  might  he  soon  expected,  if  it 
had  not  already  taken  place,  that  the  custom  was 
for  the  recalled  Minister  and  his  successor  lo  send, 
respectively,  copies  of  their  letters  of  credence  and 
recall  to  the  Mmista  of  Foreign  Affiiirs;  that,  in 
consequence  of  this  notification,  M.  De  la  Crmx 
was  informed  in  writing,  on  the  16ifa  Frimalr^ 
the  morning  after  my  arrival,  by  Mr.  Monroe,  that 
I  was  arrived  as  his  successor,  and  was  desirous 
of  waiting  on  him,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
a  copy  ofmy  letter  of  credence  for  the  Sxecutive 
Directory  or  the  French  Republic;  that,  on  the 
19ih  of  Frimaire,  M.  De  la  Croix  iDformed  Mr. 
Monroe,  by  Iptter,  that  he  would  receive  us,  with 
our  leiten  of  credence  and  recall,  between  the 
hours  of  one  and  four,  if  it  suited  us :  agreeably  to 
which  notification,  we  waited  on  him,  and  I  was 
introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Monroe  as  his  successor ; 
that  we  presented  official  copies  of  our  letters  of 
recall  and  credence;  that  he  promised  to  lay  them 
before  the  Directorv,  and  also  promised  that  cards 
of  hospitality  should  be  sent  to  me  and  Mayw 
Rutleoge  the  next  morning;  that  M.  De  la  Croi^ 
on  the  21st  Frimaire,  wrote  to  Mr.  Monroe,  ana 
informed  him  ''that  he  had  laid  before  the  Direc- 
tory tbe  copy  of  bis  letters  of  recall,  and  of  the 
letters  of  credence  of  Mr.  Finckney,  whom  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  named  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  quality  of  Minister  Pleoipoientiary 
of  the  said  States 'near  the  French  Republic.'* 
From  all  which  circumstances,  tbe  character  with 
which  I  was  invested  must  he  apparent  both  to 
tbe  Directory  and  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  and  that,  in  that  character,  I  was  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations,  whether 
tbe  Directory  received  me  or  not.  If  they  per- 
mitted me  to  remain  until  I  beard  from  my  Gov- 
ernment. I  was  under  the  protection  of^  those 
laws:  if  they  ordered  roe  to  quit  the  territories  of 
tbe  Republic,  I  was  still  entitled  to  letters  of  aafe 
conduct,  and  passports  on  my  Journey  out ;  that 
this  was  the  case  even  with  Ministers  of  bellige- 
rent Powers,  much  more  ought  it  to  apply  between 
us,  who.  were  at  peace.  He  said,  suppotiog  M. 
De  la  Croix  had  been  mistaken  in  having  desired 
my  letters  of  credence,  in  seeing  me,  and  in  his 
laying  those  letters  of  credence  oefore  the  Direc- 
tory, such  mistake  of  the  Minister  could  not  be 
binding  on  tbe  Directory.  I  replied  that  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  admit  that  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  had  commiited  a  misuke  in  bis 
official  duty:  he  was  held  forth  to  the  world  as 
Minister;  all  his  acts  must  be  accredited  as  per- 
formed within  the  line  of  his  duly,  and  under  a 
competent  authority;  and  that  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Monroe  showed  he  was  desirous  that  the  estab- 
lished usage  should  be  complied  with.  He  said 
he  did  not  allege  that  there  was  a  mistake :  he 
had  only,  for  argument's  sake,  niged  a  supposition, 
which  might  w  unfounded;  that  he  would  com- 
municate what  I  meatiooed  to  M.  De  la  Croix. 
I  desired  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  M.  De 
la  Croix  that  I  requested  whatever  further  passed 
might  be  in  writing,  that  no  mistakes  might  hap- 
Den  by  verbal  communication,  and  that  1  might 
Know  explicitly  what  were  the  intentions  of  the 
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Directory.  Since  this  coaversatioD,  I  have  not 
heard  from  the  Directory,  or  any  of  the  Ministers 
or  their  a^nts.  My  aitaatioD,  as  you  may  easily 
coneeiTe,  is  unpleasant;  but  if  I  can  ultimately 
render  any  semces  to  my  country,  I  shall  be  fully 
compensated :  at  all  events,  it  shall  be  my  study 
to  avoid  increasing  the  discontent  of  this  Govern- 
ment, without  committing  the  honor,  dignity,  and 
respect  due  to  our  own.  Should  I  fail  in  doing 
this,  or  should  I  err  in  the  measures  I  pursue  to 
accomplish  it,  the  failing  will  not  be  in  my  zeal, 
but  should  be  charged  to  my  want  of  ability.  At 
present,  I  think  the  ground  I  have  taken  has  puz- 
zled them:  they  wish  me  gone,  but  they  appre- 
hend that  it  would  be  too  harsh  a  measure  to  send 
c^in  a  peremptory  manner,  the  Minister  of  my 
country;  though  there  is  no  saying  what  their 
conduct  wilt  ultimately  be,  as  I  am  informed 
that^  they  have  already  sent  off  thirteen  foreign 
BfinisterR*.  and  a  late  emigrant,  now  here,  has  as- 
sured them  that  America  is  not  of  greater  conse- 
quence to  them,  nor  pught  to  be  treated  with 
greater  respect,  than  Gieneva  or  Genoa.  Tho^e 
who  r^ard  us  as  being  of  some  conseqoence, 
seem  to  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  our  Govern- 
ment acts  upon  principles  opposed  to  the  real 
senliments  of  a  targe  majority  of  our  people,  and 
they  are  willing  to  temjMrize  until  the  event  of 
the  election  of  President  is  known;  thinking  that, 
if  une  public  character  is  chosen,  he  will  be  at- 
acbed  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain;  and  that, 
if  another  character  is  elected,  he  will  be  (to  use 
the  expression  of  Du  Pont  de  Nemours,  in  the 
Council  of  Ancients)  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
France;  entertaining  the  humiliating  idea  that 
we  are  a  people  divided  by  party,  the  mere  crea- 
tures of  foreign  influence,  and  regardless  of  our 
national  character,  honor,  and  intere^.  To  eradi- 
cate this  ill-coDceived  and  unfounded  opinion, 
will  be  a  work  of  time  and  labor,  so  greatly  have 
they  been  prejudiced  by  misrepresentation.  The 
reasons  that  are  alleged  here  for  the  conduct  of 
the  present  Government  of  this  country  to  us,  you 
have  already  been  apprised  of  from  Mr.  Adei  and 
Mi.  Monroe.  The  letter  of  the  21st  Frimaire, 
from  M.  De  la  Croix  to  Mr.  Monroe,  above  reci- 
ted, shows  the  distinction  which  this  Olovernment 
attempts  to  make  between  the  American  people 
and  tbdr  Government;  at  the  same  time.  Major 
Moaoiflorence's  report  to  me,  which  I  enclose, 
■hows  that  the  property  of  the  Ameriean  citizens 
is  not  respected  in  the  cases  he  mentions.  !  truat 
that  America  will  show  that  her  sentiments  and 
those  of  her  GoTentment  are  one;  and  that  she 
will  never  suffer  any  foreign  nation  to  interfere 
in  her  concerns;  and  that  an  attempt  to  divide 
her  citizens  will  be  the  "signe  de  ralliement,"* 
and  render  them  the  moreunited.  As  much  as  I  am 
averse  to  a  sea  voyage,  I  should  immediately  have 
sailed  for  Phitadelpnia,  on  knowing  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Directory  not  to  acknowledge  me, 
that  1  might  receive  personally  the  instructions 
of  the  Administration  of  our  Government,  more 
particularly  at  a  time  when  Congress  was  sitting ; 


*  Signal  for  raltytng. 


but,  as  lam  informed,  the  order5toMr.  Adet  were 
issued  about  the  19th  of  August,  and  that  the  ves- 
sel which  carried  them  sailed  from  L'Orient  about 
the  7th  of  September,  I  thought  it  probable  that 
new  instructions  might  be  forwarded  to  me  be* 
fore  I  could  arrive  in  America:  and  I  hare  there- 
fore determined,  if  the  Directory  will  not  suffer 
me  to  remain  upon  the  territory  of  the  Republic, 
until  I  hear  from  you,  to  proceed  to  Amsterdam, 
and  stay  there,  until  I  shall  receive  orders  how  to 
act,  or  whether  to  return  home. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Monroe  very  often  since  my 
arrival:  his  conduct  has  been  open  and  candid, 
and  I  believe  he  has  made  me  every  communica- 
tion which  he  thought  would  be  of  service  to  our 
country.  He  undoubtedly  felt  himself  hurt  at  his 
being  superseded;  but  I  am  convinced  he  has  not, 
on  that  account,  left  anything  undone  which  he 
thought  would  promote  the  objects  of  my  mission. 
The  Directory  and  Ministers  had,  for  sometime 
before  they  were  informed  of  his  removal,  treated 
him  with  great  coolness;  but  as  soon  as  they  heard 
of  his  recall,  their  attentions  to  him  were  renewed. 
Should  this  Government  attempt  to  make  any 
further  communications  to  me,  through  him,  he 
has  promised  me  to  inform  them  that  he  cannot 
comply  with  their  desire,  as  his  powers  have 
ceased.    I  remain,  with  great  respect,  dtc, 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 

Colonel  PicKERiNo,  Secretaryi^ State, 

No.  2. 

Major  Monotflorenee's  Report,  given  in  lo  General 
I%)dmey,flie  19th  December,  17M. 

CONSDLAT  AmBRICAIN. 

Paris,  December  18,  1796. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Skipwith,  I  will 
endeavor,  at  your  desire,  to  make  you  a  succinct 
general  report  of  the  present  situation  of  our  com- 
mercial interests  in  this  country,  in  the  best  man- 
ner that  the  shortness  of  the  time  will  admit  of. 

Since  several  months,  the  Executive  Directorr 
has  given  evident  symptoms  of  displeasure  towaros 
our  Government;  which  has  beengenerally  attribu- 
ted to  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 
In  consequence  of  which,  orders  hare  been  given 
to  their  cruisers  to  visit  every  neutral  vessel  going 
in,  or  coming  from,  an  Ei^lish  port,  but  the$e 
orden  are  common  to  the  Danish  and  SisedM 
vettdaat  iseUasto  our  own.  Numbers  of  oar 
vessels  have  been  brought  into  the  ports  of  France 
by  virtue  of  these  onwrs,  and,  in  a  subsequent 
report,  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you 
a  nominative  list  of  all  of  them,  informing  you  of 
the  several  proceedings  respecting  each  of  them; 
several  of  them  have  been  already  released;  some 
of  the  cargoes  temporarily  sequestered;  and  others 
now  Ubetled  before  the  tribunals  of  commerce. 
During  the  government  of  the  Convention,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  had  exclusively  the 
cognizance  of  all  matters  respecting  prizes  or 
captures  at  sea;  which  committee  gave  judg- 
ment on  the  reports  of  the  executive  commission 
of  marine;  but  since  the  organization  of  the  present 
constitution,  the  legislature  has  passed  a  law  on  the 
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27ih  of  April  last,  giviog  power  to  the  tribunals 
of  commerce  in  every  port  of  FraDce,  to  take 
coKoizance,  in  the  first  instaDce.  of  every  matter 
leEitive  to  captures  at  sea ;  from  whose  judgoieot 
fippeals  may  be  carried  before  the  civil  trihuDals 
gi  the  re^ipective  departments ;  and  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  aforesaid  law  emtcts,  that  io  cases 
of  appeali  before  the  departmental  tribunals,  should 
the  interests  of  neutrals  be  concerned,  the  com- 
missaries of  the  Executive  Directory  near  the  tri- 
bunals (whose  duties  are  similar  to  those  of  our 
attorneys  general)  may,  if  they  see  cause,  refer  the 
whole  proceedings  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  to  take 
the  opmion  of  the  Directory  thereon,  before  judg< 
ment  be  given  by  the  said  tribunals.  I  deemed  it 
necessary,  sir,  to  enter  into  these  particulars  in 
wderto  elucidate  the  proceedings  which  have  lately 
taken  place  in  respect  to  some  of  our  vessels,  cap- 
tured and  libellea.  The  tribunals  of  commerce 
are  chiefly  composed  of  merchants,  and  most  of 
them  are  directly  or  indirectly,  more  or  less,  inter- 
ested in  the  fitting  out  of  privateers,  and  therefore 
are  often  parties  concerned  in  the  controversies  they 
are  to  determine  upon.  This  happened  in  the  case 
ofCapt.  John  Bryant,  of  Norfulk,m  Virginia,  which 
I  beg  leave  to  relat?  to  you :  Captain  John  Bry- 
ant, master  ai  the  Fanny,  of  Portsmotith,  in  Vir- 
ginia, lost  that  vessel  at  sea,  having  a  sea-letter, 
whicn  he  preserved,  and  was  taken  up  the  brig 
Francis,  of  Salem,  and  carried  to  Spain;  from 
whence  he  returned  to  Norfolk,  where,  having  re- 
ceived the  command  of  the  Powhatan,  of  Rich- 
mond, be  proceeded  in  her  to  London,  where  the 
said  vessel  was  sold  by  the  owners.  Ue  purchased 
in  England  from  our  Consul,  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson, 
a  prize  vessel,  the  Royal  Captain,  and  traded  with 
her  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
several  coasting  voyages  from  one  French  port  to 
another,  his  ship's  papers  having  been  found  regu- 
lar. But,  lately  Douna  from  Flusbiog  to  Bordeaux, 
with  a  cargo  belonging  to  him,  he  was  captured 
by  a  privateer  from  ^ulogne,  and  brought  into 
that  port.  The  judjges  of  the  tribunal  were  most 
of  them  concerned  m  the  privateer  and  of  course 
declared  the  Royal  Capuin  a  lawful  prize,  under 
pretence  that  she  had  no  sea-letter.  Appeal  has 
been  made  from  that  judgment  and  the  case  re- 
ferred to  the  Minister  of  Justice.  Mr.  Skipwith 
and  myself  waited  on  the  Minister  and  had  a  long 
conference  with  him  on  the  proper  construction 
to  be  made  of  the  25th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  between  the  United  States  and  France. 
The  Minister  having  acknowledged  the  Royal 
Captain  and  her  cargo  to  be  American  property ; 
but  insisting  upon  its  being  liable  to  condemna- 
tion, not  being  furnished  with  a  sea-letter,  we 
urged  to  him,  that  the  very  article  of  the  treaty 
upon  which  he  founded  his  opinion,  did  not  specify 
seizure  or  confiscation  of  vessels  which  should  not 
be  provided  with  sea-letters;  that  every  peoal 
law  was  to  be  coostmed  liberally ;  that  the  o^wt 
of  the  treaty  must  have  been  reciprocal  benefit  to 
the  merchants  and  commerce  of  both  couatries; 
that  the  interpretation  given  by  him  to  that  arti- 
cle would  operate  in  a  quite  oroosite  manner,  and 
place  the  merchants  cu  the  United  States  in  a 


worse  situation  than  if  there  had  been  no  treaty, 
which  most  certainly  could  never  have  been  the 
intention  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties;  for 
if  there  existed  no  treaty,  most  undoubtedly  aa 
American  vessel  being  brought  into  a  French  port 
would  be  immediately  released,  upon  due  proof 
being  made  of  her  being  American  property,  and 
consequently  neutraL  Besides,  we  aUegea  that 
this  doctrine  bad  been  sanctioned  in  France  aiace 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  several  fauadrcdi 
of  our  vessels  having  visited  their  ports,  and  no 
exception  being  taken  to  the  want  of  sea-Iettea; 
indeed  they  have  never  been  heretofore  asked  for; 
that  the  French  Government  had  sold  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  prize  vessels  to  our  merttbaots 
in  payment  of  supplies  by  them  furuisbed,  or  other 
wise;  some  of  which  had  been  chartered  by  the 
very  agents  of  the  Government,  for  sundrv  voy- 
ages in  Europe,  all  of  which  bad  no  sea-letien, 
nor  could  tbey  ever  obtain  any  before  they  made 
a  voyage  to  the  United  States-  All  we  could  ob- 
tain from  the  Minister,  was  his  saying,  that  he 
would  reconsider  the  matter  and  take  thedscisioa 
of  the  Directory.  Nothing  yet  has  transpired  oa 
this  subject ;  but  two  days  ago,  letters  from  Brat 
mentioned  that  the  Diana,  Captain  Ingnham,from 
Savannah  to  Europe,  sent  into  Brest  bya  Freaclt 
privateer,  has  been  condemned  by  the  tribaoal  ef 
commerce  of  that  port,  and  that  the  only  motive 
for  condemnation  was  the  want  of  a  sea-letter.  I 
have  wrote  to  Mr.  Bamet,  the  consular  agent  at 
Brest,  to  instruct  the  counsellor  on  the  appeal  to 
apply  to  the  commissary  of  the  Directory  am 
the  tribunal  of  the  department,  to  hare  the  matter 
referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice.  Should  the 
Directory,  sir,  decide  this  important  question  upm 
the  construction  of  the  25to  article,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  tribunals  of  commerce  have  done, 
it  would  be  very  alarmioc  to  our  trade,  as  we  hare 
a  vast  number  of  vessels  in  that  predicamesl, 
many  of  which  are  now  in  the  several  porti « 
France.  As  to  the  several  claims  of  the  AuMn- 
cao  citizens  against  the  French  QovemmeDk  m 
supplies  furnished  here  and  in  the  W^tloaio, 
spoliations,  embargoes  at  Bordeaux,  and  at  Bre^ 
and  other  ports,  indemnities  for  illegal  captorts 
and  detention  of  our  vessels,  freights  of  vess^ 
chartered  by  the  French  agents  in  the  United 
States,  drafts  of  the  cc4onial  administrations  upon 
the  national  treasury,  delegations  of  the  said  ad- 
ministrations on  the  Ministen  of  France  near  the 
United  States;  nothing  can  be  done  with  than 
for  the  moment;  but  this  suspension  is  comm<n 
to  all  the  claimants  of  other  neutral  nations,  ai 
likewise  to  the  French  creditors ;  for,  indeed,  the 
embarrassment  of  their  finances  is  such  that  many 
of  the  officers  of  Government  cannot  obtain  the 
payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  them.  I  dewnii 
also  my  duty,  air,  to  inform  yoa  that  a  foreign 
built  sloop,  the  Nancy,  Captain  Berrr, 
been  detamed  at  Calais  by  the  custom-Iioiue^ 
cera  of  that  port,  the  tribunal  of  commerce  ordered 
her  to  be  released,  provided  the  Minister  of  the 
United  Stales  near  the  French  Republic,  wouid 
countersign  her  ship's  papers.  Having  at  tbu 
moment  no  Minister  acknowledged  by  tuFnach 
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Republic,  Captaia  Berry  writing  a  very  pressing 
letter  to  be  able  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  tbe 
aforesaid  tribttoal,  wbich  orders  are  conformable 
to  a  late  rc^gulation  of  tbe  Directory,  I  hare  waited 
on  the  Miaisier  of  Foreiga  Relations,  to  submit 
the  difficulty  we  labor  under  in  that  respect,  and 
shall  have  the  honor  of  communicaiiagtoyou  his 
answer  when  it  shall  be  giren. 

With  ffreat  respect,  &c., 

J.  C.  MOUNTFLOBENCE. 
BSajor  Oeneral  Fimcm sr. 

No.  3. 

SxtraetofalettarfrmB  Oeneral  PinokiM^  to  the  Beve> 
taiyofSute. 

Puis,  Jkamary  6, 1797. 

Deab  Sih:  The  cessation  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
fnnctions,  and  the  dormancy  of  mine  in  this  coun- 
try, hare  been  attended  with  many  inconreniences 
to  our  fellow-citizens ;  among  others,  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  passports  to  come  from  the  out-ports 
to  Paris,  and  to  go  from  Paris  out  of  the  Republic, 
were  complained  of;  and  I  conceited  it  my  duty, 
though  not  acknowledged  by  this  QorernmeDtjto 
endearor  to  remedy  this  grievance;  for  to  our 
countrymen,  arrivine  here  from  the  territories  of 
a  Power  at  war  witn  the  Republic,  it  was  really 
so,  as  they  were  put  into  confinement  on  their  ar- 
riral  at  the  port,  unless  they  could  give  security 
for  iheir  good  behaviour  until  they  could  obtain 
passports  ^om  oar  Minister  at  Paris— which  ^ss- 
puts  were  countersigned  by  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs ;  and  present  circumstances  did  not 
even  admit  of  these  dilatory  passports.  I,  there- 
fore,  requested  my  Secretary,  Major  Henry  Rut- 
ledge,  (o  wait  upon  M.  De  la  Croix  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  desired  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  obtain 
from  him,  unofficially,  an  account  of  what  the 
Directory  had  resolved,  with  regard  to  the  points 
eoDceming  my  residence,  which  Mr.  Giraudet  had 
informed  me  M.  De  la  Croix  would  submit  to 
tbeir  determination.  Major  Rutledge  waited  upon 
M.  De  la  Croix,  and  made  me  the  foliowiDg  re- 
port: 

Paris,  December  26, 1796. 
I  this  diB^t  at  twelve  o'clock,  called  upon  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affkirs,  and  being  admitted, 
after  waiiiog  some  little  time,  I  informed  him 
that  I  came  on  the  part  of  General  Finckney,  who 
had  desired  me  (o  say  that,  although  he  had  not 
the  honor  to  address  him  in  an  official  capacity, 
yet  his  feelings  would  not  excuse  him  from  com- 
municating an  article  of  intelligence,  in  which 
the  humanity  of  both  nations  was  interested — it 
was  upon  the  sul^ect  of  such  of  our  citizens  as 
had  of  late  arrived  in  tbe  different  ports  of  France. 
That,  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  po- 
lice, all  foreigners,  upon  their  arrival  on  the  ter^ 
ritories  of  the  Republic,  were  arrested  and  put 
into  confinement  until  they  bad  obtained  from 
the  Ministers  of  their  respective  countries,  near 
the  Republic,  a  passport  countersigned  by  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs.  That  the  circnm- 
■tance  of  having  no  Minister  acknowledged  by 


the  French  Republic,  had  thrown  the  American 
citizens  into  a  predicament  which  had  rendered 
them  incapable  of  complying  with  the  accus- 
tomed forms.  That  the  consequence  was  their 
having  remained  for  some  time  past  in  prison, 
which,  at  tbe  present  season,  was  a  situation  from 
which  they  could  not  be  too  soon  released;  it 
wa^  therefore,  to  know  in  what  manner  to  an- 
swer their  various  applieationa,  and  to  be  informed 
to  what  authority  he  should  refer  them  for  relief, 
that  General  Pincknev  had,  at  this  moment,  taken 
the  liberty  to  trouble  nim.  Tbe  Minister  replied, 
that  an  arriti  had  been  made  on  the  subject,  ana 
that,  in  future,  all  petitions  for  passports  on  behalf 
of  the  American  citizens,  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Minister  of  the  Police  G£n6rale.  That  he 
would,  however,  charge  himself  with  any  which 
General  Pinckaey  might  have  at  that  moment  by 
him,  if  he  preferred  the  channel  of  his  depart- 
ment. I  thanked  him  for  his  politeness,  and  made 
a  motion  to  go,  but  stopped  and  asked  him  if  he 
had  heard  anything  further  from  the  Directory  as 
to  their  intentions  respecting  General  Pinckney's 
remaining  where  he  was.  He  aoatvered,  with 
marks  of  great  surprise,  that  he  thoitght  he  bad 
already  explained  bwiself  with  suflkient  clearness 
on  the  subject ;  that  he  had  signified  to  G«ieral 
Piockney,  long  since,  the  impossibility  of  his  stay- 
ing ;  that  bethought  he  bad  exercised  much  '*  con- 
descendance"  in  having  been  so  long  silent ;  which 
he  had  been  induced  to  do  by  General  Pinckney'a 
having  complained  of  tbe  delay  of  his  baggage, 
whicl^  he  supposed,  must,  by  this  time,  have  ar- 
rived from  Bordeaux ;  that,  in  short,  he  should  be 
sorry  if  his  further  slay  should  compel  him  to 
give  information  to  the  Minister  of  the  Police. 
To  this  I-  replied,  that,  if  he  would  permit  me,  I 
would  recall  his  recollection  to  the  communica- 
tion which  he  had  been  pleased  to  make  to  Gene- 
ral Finckney,  through  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Giraa- 
det ;  that  tMt  geoueman  had  called  on  General 
Piackney,  and  liad  very  clearly  ejqiressed  the 
wishes  of  the  Directory,  in  answer  to  a  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  requesting  to  know  their  will }  which  de- 
sire was,  that  General  Pinckney  should  consider 
himself  in  the  light  of  any  common  stranger,  to 
whom  a  card  of  hospitality  was  refused,  and  who 
was  compelled,  by  the  laws  respecting  foreigners, 
to  withdraw  from  the  territories  of  the  Republic. 
That  General  Pinckney  had  refused  to  regard 
bitoself  in  any  other  light  than  the  oae  in  which 
he  had  entered  France,  which  had  not  been  in 
a  private  capacity,  but  in  a  public  character ; 
which  circumstance  had  been  officially  announce 
to  the  Directory,  by  his  having  delivered  to  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  a  copy  of  his  letters 
of  credence  and  bv  other  acts.  That  this  pre- 
cluded all  laws  relative  to  strangers  from  ope- 
rating on  htm,  and  put  him  under  the  protection 
of  the  law  of  nations,  which  he  eli^tned  in  hia 
favor.  That  Mr.  Oiraudet  had  taken  leave  irith 
a  promise  to  communicate  to  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs  the  ground  which  General  Pinckney 
had  taken.  That  he  returned  again  in  the  eve> 
ning,  and  then  said,  t&at  the  BSinister  wonld  again 
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lay  Gteneral  Pinekney's  letter  before  the  Directory, 
aod  that  their  iDteations  should  be  made  known 
to  him  as  sooa  as  possible.  All  this  bad,  no  doubt, 
been  faithfully  related  to  bim  by  his  secretary. 
He  answered  that  General  Pinckney  must  have 
mistaken  Mr.  Giraudet  as  to  his  intention  of  again 
laying  his  letter  before  the  Directory  I  told  him 
that  it  was  impossible ;  for  that  1  had  been  present 
at  both  converBaiions,  in  which  the  material  points 
had  passed  in  English,  and  been  repeated  in 
French.  He  then  said  Mr.  Giraudet  nad  acted 
without  his  authority.  I  replied,  that  General 
Pinckney  had,  howerer.  waited  until  this  mo- 
ment in  expectation  of  nearing  from  him,  agree- 
ably to  Mr.  Giraudet's promise;  that  he  was  very 
far  from  intending  to  dispute  the  will  of  the  Eze- 
etitiTe  Directory ;  what  he  wanted  was  a  com- 
maaicaiion  of  their  wishes  in  writing.  He  said  ^ 
that  it  had  already  been  given.  I  de:<ired  to  know  I 
whra }  he  answered  in  the  notification  which  he  ' 
had  made,  by  their  order,  to  Mr.  Monroe  j  that  it 
had  contained  their  sentiments  on  Mr.  Pinckney's 
staying,  inasmuch  as  that  his  not  being  received, 
implied  that  he  should  depart.  I  denied  (hat  it  was 
a  fair  deduction ;  he  insisted  that  it  was;  I  de- 
clared that  it  had  not  struck  General  Pinckney  or 
any  person  with  whom  he  had  conversed ;  but 
that,  however,  if  such  was  the  coastruclion  which 
he  had  put  upon  it,  I  flattered  myself  that  he  could 
have  no  objection  to  throwing  his  idea  upon  pa- 
per, that  General  Pinekney  might  have  something 
more  sabslantial,  than  the  amhentieily  of  the 
word  of  his  secretary  to  justify  himself  to  his 
own  GoTemment,  for  quitting  a  spot  to  which  he 
had  come  in  obedience  to  their  orders.  The 
Minister  here  turned  from  me  with  some  warmth, 
and  said  that  he  should  do  no  such  thing ;  that  Gene- 
ral Pinckney  might  make  his  own  deductions; 
he  desired  to  have  no  more  communication  with 
him.  I  only  replied  by  a  bow,  satis6ed  to  end  a 
conversation  which  had  already  lasted  near  half 
an  hour ;  during  which  I  had  not  been  admitted 
to  the  honor  of  a  seat. 

HENRY  M.  RUTLEDGE. 

This  behaviour  of  M.  De  la  Croix's  did  not  in- 
duce me  to  alter  my  conduct ;  I  considered  that  I 
was  at  the  post  where  my  duty  required  me  to 
remain  tmtil  I  received  orders  from  my  Govern-  ' 
meat  how  to  conduct  myself,  or  till  this  Govern- 
ment should  gire  me  a  written  mandate  to  depart, 
or  send  me  passports  as  a  Minister  of  my  country 
•whom  they  would  not  suffer  to  remain  here ;  or 
would  do  some  unequivocal  act  r^pecting  me  as 
would  justify  me  in  going.  M.  De  la  Croix's 
conversation  with  Major  Rutledge  I  did  not  deem 
such;  I  have  therefore  staid;  though  notwith- 
standing the  inclemency  of  a  journey  for  my 
family,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to  Amsterdam, 
it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  to  have 
gone  away  than  to  have  remained  here  in  this 
situation.  This  interview,  however,  prevented  me, 
unlit  three  days  ago,  from  changing  my  lodgings, 
which  were  very  expensive  and  inconvenient; 
when,  not  receivmg  any  farther  intimation  to  de* 
part.  J  changed  ihem,  and  hare  not  yet  heard  from  ! 


M.  De  la  Croix.  When  I  was  sending  away  the 
triplicare  and  quadruplicate  of  No.  2,  (he  speech 
of  M.  Barras,  President  of  the  Directory,  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  appeared,  I  therefore  transmitted  it  to 
you  io  those  enclosures.  I  need  not  comment  on 
so  strange  a  composttioa  ;  it,  however,  evinces  the 
disposition  of  the  directors  of  this  country  towards 
us,  and  the  system  which  they  have  adopted,  by 
endeavoring  to  [wrsuade  our  countrymea  that 
they  can  have  a  different  interest  from  their  feU 
low-citizensj  whom  themselves  have  chosen  to 
manage  their  joint  concerns.  One  circumstance; 
however,  attending  this  speech,  you  ought  not  to 
be  unacquainted  with.  Mr.  Monroe  assures  me 
that  the  Directoiy  were  not  acqoaioted  with  i 
syllable  contained  in  the  valedictory  address  he 
delivered,  till  the  moment  he  pronounced  it;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  be  finished,  President  Barras  letd 
his  own  speech.  Of  course,  the  speech  of  H. 
Barras  was  not  an  answer  to  Mr.  Monroe's  spe- 
cific harangue ;  but  was  an  answer  to  every  speech 
which]  on  thai  occasion,  could  possibly  have  been 
made.  This  anecdote  does  not  make  the  present 
sentiments  and  views  of  the  Directory  respecting 
our  country  less  evident. 

Whatever  the  decision  of  this  country  msT 
prove  with  regard  to  me,  be  assured  that  1  shall 
endeavor  to  behave  in  such  a  manner  as  shkU 
neither  injure  nor  compromit  the  respect  dae  to 
our  own ;  and  that  no  personal  slights  can  pre- 
vent me  from  most  earnestly  praying,  that  the  in- 
dependence and  liberty  of  France  may  be  firmly 
secured  by  a  speedy  aod  honorable  peace. 

No.  4. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from'Qeneral  Pinckney  to  the  SectC' 
tary  of  8uts,  dated 

Ahsteboam,  February  18, 1797. 
Dbab  Sir:  I  arrived  here  last  night,  after  an 
expensive  and  tedious  journey,  through  some  veiy 
bad  roads,  from  Pans.  My  letters  No.  6,*  « 
which  I  forwarded  to  you  quadruplicates  fiom 
that  city,  wilt  inform  you  that  the  day  after  ac- 
counts were  received  of  Bonaparte's  successes  ia 
Italy,  Mr.  De  la  Croix  gave  me,  by  direction  of 
tbe  Executive  Directory,  oflScial  notice  in  writing 
to  quit  the  territories  of  the  French  Republic,  w 
this  was  complying  with  what  I  had  declared  to 
he  a  requisite  preliminary  to  my  departure,  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  remain  longer  at  Paris  than 
was  necessary  to  prepare  for  my  journey ;  and, 
having  received  the  customary  passports  for  thb 
city,  I  set  out  with  my  family  and  secretary  on 
the  fifth  instant.  I  shall  remain  here,  or  in  some 
part  of  the  United  Provinces,  till  I  receive  direc- 
tions from  you  bow  to  act.  l  regret  that  my  mis- 
sion to  Europe,  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  been 
very  unpleasant  to  myself,  should  be  both  expen- 
sive and  unprofitable  to  my  country.  Could  1  be 
of  any  service,  I  should  disregard  personal  incon- 
venience, and  tbe  idea  of  benefiting  my  counlqr 
would  stnlen  the  asperities  of  a  situation  reodereo 


*  TIm  letters  Noi.  ^  ^  from  0«iml  Pfndm^thsft 
not  yet  ooma  to  hand. 
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partieiilarlf  disagreeable  by^  the  eoadact  of  a  Got- 
erBiiWBi  witb  woom  we  wish  tu  be  oa  the  most 
amicable  terms,  and  yet  who  disregards  and  an- 
Dihilates  the  usual  mode  of  conciliatory  explana- 
tioD established  between  independent  nations.  Mr. 
Giraudet,  the  chief  secretary  in  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs  at  Paris,  mentioned  to  Major 
Rotledge,  a  few  days  before  I  left  Paris,  that,  as 
ve  were  not  goin^  far,  he  hoped  he  should  soon 
see  OS  return.  This  I  imagine  was  only  the  lan- 
guage of  politeness;  it  certainly  was  not  spoken 
officially,  anti  I  have  not  the  least  idea  that  I  shall 
Teeeive  any  invitation  from  France;  though  I  ar- 
denily  wish  for  a  return  of  the  good  sense  and  good 
bamor  of  that  Republic. 

CHAS.  C.  PINCKNEY. 


No.  5. 

Eitnet  (tf  a  letter  from  General  C.C.  Pinckner,  to  the 
Sectetary  of  State,  dated 

Amsterdam,  March  5, 1797. 

Some  time  before  I  left  Paris,  I  was  informed 
that  the  Direcioiy  had  requested  the  Dutch  to  join 
tbea  in  treating  neutral  vessels  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  by  their  aecree  in  Messidor  they  had  deier- 
iqined  to  treat  them.  As  I  did  not  obtain  this  in- 
fonuttOB  from  a  source  that  I  could  depend  on,  I 
Hi  not  trouble  you  with  it ;  but  I  have  since  had 
msoo  to  believe  that  it  was  either  true,  or  the 
Dutch  were  apprehensive  such  requisition  would 
be  made ;  for  i  have  just  received  inteltigence, 
which  I  am  persuaded  I  may  rely  on,  that  the 
Daich  have  informed  the  Directory,  that  it  would 
be  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  them  to  join  in  so 
bostile  a  measure,  for  that  they  would  thereby 
lose  the  friendship  and  trade  of  America,  which 
(emsidering  their  commercial  los&es)  were  of  ez- 
iensif  e  benefit  to  them,  and  they  would  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  means  of  affwding  the  French  tnose 
lids  which  their  commerce  enabled  them  to  do. 
Ib  these  reasona,  my  information  adds,  the  French 
Ittve  acquiesced,  and  there  is  now  no  apprehen- 
Boo  that  our  commerce  will  be  molested  by  the 
Dutch.  If  the  French  had  not  consented  to  this, 
there  is  but  little  doubt  but  the  Dutch  would  have 
beat  obliged  to  have  treated  us  as  the  French  do : 
for  there  are  twenty-fire  thousand  French  troops 
in  Batavia,  and  it  is  here  no  secret,  that  they  can 
direct  what  measures  they  please. 

I  transmit  you  extracts  from  Major  Mountflor- 
nteeV  letters  to  me  of  the  14th  and  21st  of  Febru- 
ary, relative  to  the  infamous  conduct  of  some  of 
oar  countrymen,  (I  blush  to  call  them  to,)  in  fit- 
tiof^  out  privateers  under  French  colors,  and  pluo- 
deriog  our  fellow-citizens.  Something  energetic, 
1  tiQkt,  will  be  done  b^  our  Government  with  re- 
■peet  to  thetie  anprincipled  marauders. 

No.  6. 

Extnct  of  a  letter  from  Major  MoantBorence  to  Gene- 
ral Pinckney,  dated 

Paris,  February  14, 1797. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Bamet,  our  eonsolar  agent  at 
5th€oir.— 98 


Brest,  under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  informs  me 
that  a  French  privateer,  owned  by  Captain  Cow- 
ell,  a  citizen  native  of  the  United  Siatess.  and  for- 
merly master  of  the  Jane,  bast  captured  lately  two 
of  our  vessels,  and  sent  them  tu  L'Orient ;  one  of 
them  is  a  ship  of  four  hundred  tons,  belonging  to 
Boston,  and  bound  from  New  Orleans  to  London ; 
the  other  is  a  brig  from  Baltimore  to  London,  with 
a  very  rich  cargo  of  sugar,  cotton.  &c.  Another 
letter  of  the  said  agent  of  the  7tb  informs  me,  that 
though  he  is  certain  that  these  two  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  are  American  property,  yet  it  is 
generally  believed  that,  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
aforesaid  Captain  Cowell,  and  of  a  certain  Cap- 
tain Beniamin  Lewis,  or  Marblehead,  that  the 
whole  will  be  condemned.  I  blush  when  I  think 
on  the  conduct  of  some  of  our  countrymen  in  thii 
country;  not  satisfied  with  violating  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  our  neutrality,  but  arm- 
ing vessels  under  French  colors  to  plunder  their 
co-citizens !  Besides,  sir^  I  have  it  utom  good  au- 
thority, that  those  Amencans  who  are  interested 
in  fitting  out  privateers,  are  constantly  teasing  this 
Qovernment  with  applications  for  more  severe  or- 
ders lo  cruise  against  our  vessels,  and  it  is  really 
our  own  countrymen  who  endeavor  to  irritate 
matters  between  us.  The  same  agent  informs  me 
that  a  large  number  of  our  sailors^  found  on  board 
of  English  vessels,  are  now  detained  as  prisoners 
of  war  at  Brest.  I  had  formerly  recommended  to 
that  officer  to  use  all  his  endeavors  to  procure  the 
release  of  such  as  he  should  be  satibfied  were 
really  Americans,  and  that  he  has  donu;  but  bia 
last  letter  mentions  that  the  Minister  of  the  Ikdb- 
rine  has  tateljr  given  orders  not  to  release  any 
more  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  may 
be  taken  on  board  British  vessels.  A  new  embar- 
go was  laid  on  the  7tb  instant  at  Brest,  which  is 
the  third  since  General  Hoche's  expedition. 

No.  7. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Monntfloienee  to  Gene- 
ral Pincknoy,  dated 

Parib,  February  21, 1797. 
Without  any  of  your  Ikvors  to  answe^  it  is  mr 
duty  to  inform  you  that  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail, 
our  consular  agent  at  L'Orient,  under  date  of  the 
13th  instant,  mforms  that  the  American  shipe 
Hope.  Captain  Rogers,  and  Antelope,  of  Boston, 
Captain  Benjamiu  Hilton,  captured  by  the  priva- 
teer Hardy,  Captain  Cowell,  (the  man  I  mention- 
ed in  my  fast,)  and  carried  into  L'Orient  are  now 
libelled ;  and  the  only  reason  upon  woich  this 
American  captor  grounds  his  claim,  is,  that  the 
seamen's  articles  are  not  countersigned  by  an 
American  public  officer;  I  cannot  find  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  require  that  formality  ; 
and  the  truth  is,  that  not  an  American  vessel  in  a 
hundred  has  the  seamen's  articles  countersigned 
in  that  manner;  but  Cowell's  attorney  pretends 
that  an  antiquated,  an  obsolete  ordoonance  of 
France,  of  the  year  1750,  authorizes  all  ships  of 
war  to  arrest  such  vessels,  as  have  them  not,  bs 
pirates.   Thetiibunal  of  commercfi,  has  refiued 
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proDoanciog  in  this  question  till  they  receive  in- 
structions from  the  Executive,  having  written  on 
the  subject  to  the  three  Ministers,  of  justicCj  Ma- 
rine, and  Foreign  Relations,  and  I  am  going  to  do 
the  same,  but  my  application  will  be  signed  by 
Mr.  Skipwiih.  Mr.  Vail  further  adds,  wttb  much 
truth,  "  the  American  commerce  Terr  much  de- 

fends  upoD  the  fate  of  these  two  vessMa,  and  the 
opes  01  the  privateers  are  placed  j[reatly  on  these 
vessels  being  coodemned  and,  m  another  place 
he  writes,  that  most  of  the  privateers  are  owned 
or  commanded  by  Americans,  who  create  these 
difficulties. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Le  Baroo  fiU.  our  con- 
sular agent  at  Dieppe,  iDforms  that  the  American 
ship  Hare,  of  New  York,  Captain  Nathan  Haley, 
of  the  burden  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  has 
been  sent  into  Dieppe  on  the  17tb  instant,  having 
been  captured  by  a  French  privateer.  These  cap- 
tures alarm  very  much  our  traders.  If  this  Gov- 
ernment sanctions  the  doctrine  held  out  at  the 
trtbaoal  at  L'Orient,  it  would  be  untamount  to  a 
atate  of  warfare,  as  almost  every  vessel  we  have 
now  in  Europe  are  in  that  predicament. 

J.  C.  MOUNTFLORENCE. 

Major  Greneral  Pihckhey. 


No.  8. 

Exbact  of  a  letter  from  Generd  Pinckney  *o  ttw  Sec- 
retary of  8tat«,  dated 

Amsterdam,  March  8, 1797. 
I  have  just  received  intelligence  from  Major 
MountSorence,  that  the  tribunal-civil  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Pas  de  Calais  has  confirmed  the 
judgment  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce,  condemn- 
•  ing  as  lawful  prize  the  American  vessel  Royal 
Captain,  John  Bryant  master  and  owner,  for  want 
of  a  sm-letter.  I  understand  that  it  is  a  Captain 
Natfaao  Haley,  an  American,  who  commanded 
the  privateer  under  French  colors,  which  captur- 
ed and  carri«]  into  Dieppe,  the  17th  ultimo,  the 
American  ship  Hare,  commanded  by  a  namesake 
and  cousin  or  his,  bound  from  England  to  New 
Tork,  with  a  cargo,  it  is  said,  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  Mr.  Bamet,  our  consular  agent 
at  Brest,  informs  me  that  several  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  were  captured  in  British  ves- 
sels, on  board  of  which  they  bad  been  pressed,  are 
at  present  confined  in  the  prisons  of  that  place  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  suner  much  by  close  con- 
finement and  bad  provisions,  and  that  all  his  soli- 
citations in  their  behalf,  since  the  latter  end  of 
January,  have  been  in  vaia.  These  ii^urious  acts 
to  our  couniryroen  and  trade  are  exceedingly  dis- 
tressing, nor  can  it  be  said  when  they  will  cease. 
It  is  thoi^ht  by  many,  and  I  believe  justly,  that 
the  election  of  their  new  third  will  decermine 
France  either  to  conciliation  or  avowed  hostili- 
ties }  as  much  as  I  wish  for  the  former,  I  wish  the 
measures  of  our  Government  will  be  dispassion- 
ate and  candid,  but  firm.  Mean  submissions  are 
generally  returned  with  contempt  and  renewed 
OM»rcssion. 


No.  9. 

To  Mr.  Moium's  Taledktorr  Addrev  to  the  Ezeca- 
tive  INieclnjt  Ae  Prendent  tepUed : 

Mr.  Minister  PIenipptentiar7  of  the  United 
States  of  America :  By  presenting  to-day  yonr 
letters  of  recall  to  the  Executive  Directory,  you 
give  to  Europe  a  very  strange  spectacle. 

France^  rich  in  her  liberty,  surrounded  by  a 
train  of  victories,  strong  in  the  esteem  of  herallies, 
will  not  abase  nerself  by  calculating  the  coose- 
quences  of  the  condescension  of  the  American 
Government  to  the  suggestions  of  her  former  ty- 
rants ;  moreover,  the  French  Republic  hopes  that 
the  successors  of  Columbus,  Ramhiph,*  and  Penn, 
always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never  for^ 
that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weigh,  in 
their  wisdom,  the  magnanimous  benevoloice  of 
the  French  people  with  the  crafty  caresses  of  cer- 
tain perfidious  persons  who  meditate  Jmagiag 
them  oack  lo  their  former  slavery.  Assure  the 
good  American  people,  sir.  that,  like  them,  we 
adore  liberty ;  that  they  will  always  have  oar  es> 
teem }  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  Freneb  peo> 
pie  republican  generosity,  which  knows  how  ts 
grant  peace,  as  it  does  to  cause  its  sovereignty  U 
be  respected. 

As  to  you,  Mr.  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  yoa 
have  combated  for  principles;  you  havenown 
ihe  (rue  interests  of  your  country:  depart  wiih 
our  regret.  In  you  we  give  up  a  representatire  to 
America,  and  reuin  the  remembrance  of  the  citi- 
zen whose  personal  qualities  did  honor  to  that 
title. 

Na  10. 

Dtcru  <^  the  Executive  Directory. 

Marcb  2, 1797. 

The  Executive  Directory  having  consulted  the 
law  of  the  9th  March,  17^  considering  that  the 
flags  of  neutral  Powers  being  no  longer  respected 
by  the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic,  snd  all 
toe  rights  of  men  being  vicdated  to  their  prqo- 
dice.  It  is  no  longer  permitted  to  the  French  pe(^ 
to  fulfil  toward  those  Powers,  in  general,  that  wish 
which  they  have  so  often  manifested,  and  which 
they  will  constantly  entertain  for  the  full  and  en* 
tire  freedoiQ  of  commerce  and  navigation,  diRCU) 
among  other  dispositions : 

I.  That  ships  of  war  and  privateers  may  sWP 
and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  Republic  neutral 
ships,  which  shall  be  charged  in  whole  or  in  put 
with  merchandise  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

II.  That  merchandise  belonging  to  thememy 
shall  be  declared  good  and  lawruTivizes,  aitd  k 
confiscated  to  the  profit  of  the  captors. 

III.  That,  in  all  cases,  neotral  ships  shallbe 
released  the  moment  that  the  merchandise  seized 

is  discharged;  that  the  freight  of  it  shall  be  mi«  i 
at  the  rate  which  shall  have  been  stipulated  by 
the  consignee ;  and  that  a  just  mdenmity  shall  k 
granted,  on  account  of  their  detentimt,  by  the  tn*  I 

•Pioba^y  mtendsd  br  Raleigh. 
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butls  competent  to  decide  on  the  Talidity  of] 
priies. 

IT.  That  these  tribunals  shall  be  directed,  be- 
sido,  to  send,  tbree  days,  after  the  decision,  a  dou- 
Ue  iarentory  of  the  merchandise  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  and  another  to  the  Minister  for  Foreigo 
Aftin. 

T.  That  the  present  law,  applicable  to  all  the 
ciptDrea  that  have  beeo  uiade  stace  the  declara- 
tioD  of  war,  shall  cease  to  hare  effect  as  soon  as 
the'eaemy  shall  hare  declared  non-seizab)e,  al- 
though destined  for  the  ports  of  the  Republic,  the 
mercbaDdise  laden  on  board  neutral  ships  which 
shall  belong  to  the  Gorernment  or  to  French  citi- 
zens. 

Haring  seen  the  law  of  the  27tb  July,  1793, 
which  directs  the  foregoing  law  to  be  fully  eze- 
CDled ;  baring  also  seen  the  serentb  article  of  the 
Uwof  the  13ih  Ntrose,  third  year,  which  enjoins 
all  the  agents  of  the  Republic  to  respect  and  ob- 
serre,  in  all  their  dispositions,  the  treaties  which 
utile  France  to  the  neutral  Powers  of  the  Coati- 
HBt,  and  to  the  United  States  of  America ;  eon- 
■dering  that  thiv  last  is  not  derogatory  to  the  law 
of  the  dih  of  May,  1793,  resolres,  as  follows : 

Abt.  I.  The  commissaries  of  the  Elxeeutire 
Dimiory,  with  the  ciril  tribonals  of  the  depart- 
Bteats,  shall  take  care  that,  in  the  contesto  upon 
litt  raliditr  oi  maritime  |«izea,  no  decision  saaU 
be  foimded  on  the  serenth  article  of  the  law  of 
the  thirteenth  Nirose,  without  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice baring  been  preriousiy  consulted,  eonforma- 
blr  to  the  third  article  of  the  law  of  the  eighth 
Fforeal,  fourth  year,  relative  to  the  treaties,  in  rtr- 
lae  of  which  neutral  persons  pretend  to  withdraw 
tbeotsdres,  by  means  of  the  first  of  these  laws, 
from  the  execution  of  that  of  the  9th  of  March, 

AiT.  II.  The  Minister  of  Justice  shall  examine 
whether  the  treaties  still  subsist,  or  whether  they 
bare  been  modified  since  the  conclusion  of  them ; 
there  shall  be  fumbhed  to  them,  by  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  all  the  documents  of  which 
(bey  sball  stand  in  need^  and  reference  shall  be 
nt^  to  the  EzecQtire  Directory,  as  is  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  the  eighth  Floreal,  fourth  year. 

Abt.  UI.  The  Directory  remind  all  the  French 
ciiizois  that  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  sixth 
of  February,  1778,  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  been,  on  the  terms  of  the  second 
article,  modified  of  full  right  by  that  which  has 
been  concluded  at  London,  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, 179^  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  England :  in  consequence, 

1.  After  the  article  seventeen  of  the  Treaty  o'' 
London  of  the  19th  of  November.  1794,  all  mer 
ehandise  of  the  enemy's,  or  mercnandise  not  suf* 
fieicMly  ascertained  to  be  neutral,  conveyed  under 
American  flags,  shall  be  crafiacated ;  but  the  ship 
on  board  of  which  such  merchandise  shall  be 
foond.  shall  be  released,  and  giren  to  the  proprie- 
tor. The  commissaries  of  the  Directory  are  en- 
joined to  accelerate,  by  all  means  in  their  power, 
the  deciriw  of  the  eontesu  which  shall  arise, 


either  upon  the  validity  of  the  captures  or  the  ear- 
goes,  or  upon  freights  and  insurances. 

8.  According  to  the  eighteenth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  London,  dated  the  19th  of  November, 
1794,  relaiivft  to  articles  declared  contraband  by 
twenty-fourth  article  of  the  treaty,  dated  February 
6tb,  1778,  are  added  the  following: 

Ship  timber ;  oakum,  pitch  and  rosin ;  copper 
for  sheathing  vessels;  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage; 
and  everything  which  serves,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, to  the  arming  and  equipping  of  vesseb,  ex- 
cepting bar  iron,  and  fir  in  planks.  These  arti- 
cles sluU  be  confiscated  as  often  as  they  sball  be 
destined  or  attempted  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy. 

3.  According  to  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  London,  of  the  above  date,  every  American 
who  shall  hold  a  commission  from  the  enemies  of 
France,  as  well  as  of  erery  seaman  of  that  nation 
composing  the  crew  of  the  ships  and  vessels,  shall, 
by  this  fact  alooe,  be  declared  piratical,  and  treat- 
ed as  such,  without  suffering  the  party  to  estab- 
lish that  the  act  was  the  consequence  of  threats  or 
violence. 

4.  In  pursuance  of  the  law  of  the  14tb  of  Februa- 
ry, 1793,  the  regulations  of  the  21st  of  October, 
1744,  and  of  the  28tb  of  July,  1778,  respecting  the 
manning  of  vessels  and  neutral  merchandise,  shall 
be  complied  with,  according  to  their  form  and 
tenor. 

Erery  American  ship  shall  therefore  be  deemed 
a  lawful  pri2ej  which  shall  not  have  on  board  a 
bill  of  laaing  in  due  form,  according  to  the  plan 
annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1778,  the  ezecation  of  which  is  ei^oined  by  the 
twenty-fifth  and  twenty-seventh  articles  of  that 
treaty. 

5.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory are  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  penalties 
that  attach  on  all  clandestine  attempts  that  may 
be  made  by  American,  or  vessels  belonging  to  any 
other  nation,  to  pass  as  neutral,  on  board  the  ves- 
sel where  the  fraud  is  attempted  to  be  jHraetised,  in 
the  manner  that  these  penalties  have  been  reprat- 
edly  carried  into  effect  during  the  present  war. 
The  penalty  sball  attach  where  the  blanks  in  the 
consignments  or  invoices  are  not  filled  up,  though 
signed  and  sealed ;  where  the  papers  are  in  the 
form  of  letters,  containing  fictitious  signatures; 
where  are  double  passports  or  policies,  specifying 
different  destinations ;  where  consignment  is  made 
to  two  or  more  factors;  and  where  th^  are  dif- 
ferent receiptit  or  papers  of  any  kind,  which  con- 
sign the  whole  or  part  of  the  same  goods  to  differ- 
ent owners  or  different  destinations. 

6.  By  this  article,  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  the 
ninth  Frimaire  last,  relative  to  the  freight  and  in- 
surance, are  repealed  as  far  as  they  apply  to  in- 
surance. 

7.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  published  in  the 
bulletin  of^ the  laws.  Tne  Ministers  of  the  Marine 
and  of  the  Colonies,  of  Justice,  and  of  Forei^p 
Affairs,  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  it  in 
their  respective  ttepartments. 

REWBELL,  Pna. 
LEOARDEj^SIh;.  Gen. 

Digitized  by  Google 


3079 


APPENDIX. 


3080 


RdationM  wiih  Prance  and  Spain. 


No.  11. 

Eztnet  of*  letter  from  John  Qninqr  Adame.  Baqnire, 
Minuter  R««dent  of  tlie  United  States  new  the  B«- 
tftvian  RepobUc,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
The  Hague,  November  4, 1796. 

In  the  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  with  my 
last,  they  hare  raised  pretensions  and  used  expres- 
sions, upon  which  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  anticipate  the  opinion  which  you  will  form,  or 
the  notice  which  yon  may  think  proper  to  take 
of  them.  But,  as  it  i*  possible  that  the  tone  and 
ideas  may  appear  extraordinary,  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  add  a  few  obserraticms,  and  some  particu- 
lars of  information,  which  will  make  them  more 
accountable. 

The  general  disposition,  even  of  the  patriotic 
partr  in  this  country,  favors  cordially  and  sin- 
cerely the  neutrality  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  a  very  substantial  reason  for  this  disposiiioa, 
as  they  are  cootlnoally  receiving  remittances  of 
interests  upon  their  moneys  loaned  to  the  United 
States,  iind  as  these  are  almost  the  only  public 
funds  upon  which  the  payments  are  still  punctual, 
they  apprehend  that  thedilficullies  and  tae  neces- 
sities of  war  might  produce  a  suspension  or  post- 
ponements on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  simi- 
lar to  those  of  which  many  of  the  belligerent 
Powers  have  given  examples.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  the  patriotic  party  can  have  no  avowed  will 
different  from  that  which  may  give  satisfaction 
to  the  Government  of  France.  They  feel  a  de- 
pendence so  absolute  and  irrerooveable  upon  their 
(rood  will,  that  they  sacrifice  every  other  inclina- 
tion, and  silence  every  other  interest,  when  the 
pleasure  of  the  French  Oorernment  is  signified  to 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  makes  an  election 
necessary. 

I  received,  not  long  ago,  an  intimation  that  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs had  confidentially  communicated  to  a  friend 
a  circumstance  which  was  intended  to  be  kept 
profoundly  secret;  it  was,  that  the  French  Gov- 
ernment had  determined  to  defeat,  if  possible,  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  had  signified  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs  here  their  expectation 
that  they  woulaconcnr.  with  all  their  influence, 
towards  the  same  object.  The  tenor  of  their  let- 
ter strongly  serves  to  show  the  accuracy  of  the 
inf9rmation.  The  object  which  ihe  last  para- 
graph of  iheir  letter  aims  at,  rs  not  at  alt  equivo- 
cal ;  but,  in  considering  the  manner  in  which  they 
vige  tbeir  pvposals,  the  address  with  which  they 
parane  their  point  may  be  ranged  on  a  level  with 
their  logic.   After  having  undertaken  formally  to 

1'ustify  the  condemnatioD  of  the  Wilmington  Pac- 
:et's  cargo,  because  they  conelnded  it  to  bie  French 
property,  they  make  no  difliculty  to  assume  m 
right  to  HMtM  upon  the  protection  of  Batavian 
ivopeny  oo  board  of  American  vessels.  They 
call  very  loudly  upon  the  United  States  to  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  make  a  common  came 
with  the  French  and  Batavian  Republics.  The 


!  whole  of  this  singular  passagemight  have  excited 
I  a  stronger  sentiment  than  it  did,  had  I  not  pre- 
viously received  Ihe  intimation  mentioned  above. 
Considering  their  language  as  dictated  by  an  iire- 
bislible  external  impulse,  an  excuse  for  its  singu- 
larity was  derived  from  the  necessities  of  their 
situation.  In  the  answer  which  I  have  givea, 
therefore,  it  was  my  endesTor  to  avoid  every  on- 
necessary  discussion,  and,  as  far  as  possible, every 
unpleasant  expression;  but  the  inconsistency  « 
their  pretensions  with  their  own  argument  could 
not  be  passed  without  notice.  Their  oblique  in- 
sinuation, of  treaties  formed  by  the  United  Sates 
militating  with  that  before  contracted  with  this 
Republic,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  repel  in  the 
most  decided  and  explicit  manner.  Their  asser- 
tion of  mtmerouB  aemicea  rendered  by  their  Re- 
public to  the  American  nation,  authorized  there- 
Terence  in  the  answer  to  the  reciprocal  services 
and  common  utility,  upon  which  I  conceived 
the  engagements  between  ihe  two  nations  to  be 
founded. 

As  they  very  clearly  hint  a  wish  that  the 
United  States  should  violate  some  treaty  conclu- 
ded after  that  with  the  Batavian  Republic, 
make  a  common  cause  with  them  and  Frsnce,  I 
thought  the  honor  and  dignity  of  my  country,  aad 
its  Ctorernmeat,  required  an  explicit  declaration 
in  anttwo',  that  they  would  inviolably  maintaia 
tbeir  engagements  with  all  other  nations  as  faidi- 
fully  as  with  this;  but  I  did  not  think  it  necessa- 
ry, though  it  might  have  been  not  unfair,  to  ob- 
serve that  their  proposal,  of  a  common  cause  to 
be  made  with  the  French  Republic,  could  not  be 
made  by  them  without  her  concurrence,  or  that  j 
the  energy  which  they  would  insist  upon  for  the  | 
protection  of  their  property  in  American  vessels 
would  be  unnecessary,  if  it  were  efficaciously  em- 
ployed in  giving  security  to  the  navigation  of  their 
own  flag.   It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  | 
American  flag  is  not  the  only  one  for  the  bona  | 
of  which  these  gentlemen  have  taken  sodeepaitd 
so  generous  a  concern.   They^  some  time  stnee^ 
interested  themselves  in  a  similar  manner  for  the 
honor  of  the  Danish  neutrality,  nntil  they  were 
given  to  understand,  by  the  Count  de  Bernstorl^  , 
that  the  Government  of  Denmark  was  the  pnum 
judge  of  its  own  honor,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
listen  to  their  instigations  upon  its  concerns  with 
ether  nations. 


No.  12. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  ForeigB  At 
&irs  of  Ihe  Batavian  National  AsaembiT,  to  tho  Min- 
ister Reqdent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  datad  i 

The  Hague,  September  27, 1796. 

We  cannot  Jet  the  present  opportunity  pass 
without  reqaestini^  ypa  to  slate  to  your  Govern- 
ment, how  useful  tt  would  be  to  the  interests  ^  : 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  Republics,  thai  the  | 
United  States  should  at  last  seriously  take  to  heart 
the  numberless  insnlts  daily  committed  on  their 
flag  by  the  English ;  to  represent  to  Uiem  that, 
when  circumstances  oblige  our  commerce  to  coo- 
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fide  its  interests  jo  the  oeutral  flag  of  American 
Tcnels,  it  Itaa  a  just  right  to  in«5t  that  that  flag 
be  poteeted  with  eaergf,  and  that  it  be  not  iu- 
soned  at  ihe  expense  of  a  frioidly  and  allied  na- 
tion. Ddga  to  recall  to  the  remembrance  of  the 
utim  of  which  you  are  Minister,  that  the  nu- 
merous services  which  our  Republic  has  rendered 
loil,oor  reciprocal  relations,  as  well  as  mutual 
Militf,  impenously  require  that  it  should  cease  to 
Tiew  with  indifference  the  manner  in  which  the 
English  act,  who  carry  off,  with  impunity,  from 
on  board  American  vessels  the  property  of  Bata- 
Tiaos.  Lead  them  to  perceive  that  reasons  of  con- 
Tenienee,  treaties  concluded  subsequent  to  that 
with  the  Batavian  Republic,  cannot  change  or 
aiual  a  treaty  formally  concluded  and  ratified  be- 
tween our  two  nations,  between  two  nations  who 
bare  equally  Buffered  from  the  arrogance  and  des- 
potism on  the  seas  of  proud  Albion :  in  a  word, 
wtween  two  nations  isAo,  making  common  cause 
leith  the  French  Republic,  and  governing  them- 
selves by  the  imprescriptible  rights  of  nature,  and 
of  men,  may  render  to  the  two  hemispheres  a 
peace  for  which  humanity  languishes. 

No.  13. 

Extrtct  of  a  letter  from  John  Qoini^  Adams,  Esqaire, 
MiobtMr  Rerident  of  the  United  Sutes  at  the  Hague, 
to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  nX  the  Bata- 
viaa  National  AssemUj,  dated 

Thk  Haqde,  October  Zly  1796. 
I  shall  not  lail  to  transmit  also  to  the  Govem- 
Btent  of  the  United  States  the  other  obserrations 
wfaieh  yon  hare  thought  proper  to  make  to  me  on 
tkis  occasion.  It  does  not  tfeloD^  to  me  to  jadge 
vith  what  sentiments  it  will  new  that  part  of 
yoar  letter,  in  which  you  eomplaio  of  the  seizore 
of  Dutch  property  on  board  American  vessels, 
when  h  compares  it  with  the  other  part  where 
you  suppose  that  the  quality,  necessary  to  procure 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag  for  the  lading 
of  a  vessel,  did  not  exist,  because  the  lading  ap- 
peared to  you  to  be  French  property.  But  yon. 
yourselves, on  reflection,  will,  1  hope,  be  convinced 
that  these  two  claims  are  not  easy  to  be  recon- 
ciled. 

But  I  wilt  take  upon  myself,  citizens,  to  assure 
yon  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  remind  the  nation, 
Those  Minister  I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  that  "rea- 
sons of  conveniepee,  or  treaties  posterior  to  that 
eoncladed  with  the  Batavian  Republic,  cannot 
destroy  or  annul  that  treaty.**  I  can  answer,  be- 
fore band,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  is  perfectly  sensible  of  this  truth,  and  has 
always  conducted  itself  agreeably  to  the  princi- 
I^es  on  which  it  is  founded.  In  all  posterior  en- 
CWemenis  it  has  reserved  to  itself  ine  power  of 
idtnlliagall  prior  ones;  it  will  ever  fulfil  those 
which  reciprocal  utility  and  services  have  caused 
it  to  contract  with  the  Batavian  Republic ;  and, 
while  it  religiously  observes  all  the  obligations  of 
its  treaties  with  outer  nations,  it  will,  in  Tike  man- 
ner, observe  all  those  which  yon  have  a  right  to 
demand  fnun  it. 


No.  14. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  John  Quincy  Adams,  BsquirSt 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  at  HagUjO, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

The  Haqde,  February  17,  1797. 
The  neutrality  of  every  other  uation  is  as  little 
respected  by  the  French  Government  as  that  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  recently  proposed 
to  Denmark  to  shut  up  the  mouth  of  toe  Elbe 
against  all  British  vessels. 

No.  15. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ruftu  King,  Esquire^  Minister 
Plenipotentiaiy  <rf  the  United  Stalsa,to  the  Seeretaty 
of  Stats,  dated 

LoNnoN,  March  12,  1797. 
Mr.  Adams  will  inform  you  from  tiie  Hague  of 
what  is  passing  in  that  quarter;  but,  lest  his  op- 
portunities of  writing  should  be  less  Ircquent  than 
mine,  it  may  be  proper  to  stale  that  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  though  the  French  Government  assign 
our  treaty  with  England  as  the  cause  of  their 
maritime  conduct  towards  us,  that  they  have  re- 
cently demanded  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  to 
suspend  all  commerce  with  England.  These 
cities  have  not  yet  complied,  and  the  French 
Minister  has  been  recalled  from  Hamburg.  The 
same  demand  has  t>een  made  at  Copenhagen,  and 
the  refnsal  has  produced  a  sharp  diplomatic  con- 
troversy. These  Powers  have  made  no  late  trea 
ties  with  England. 

No.  16. 

Letter  from  flw  Minister  of  Spain  to  ^  Secretary  of 
State,' dated 

PaiLAnsLPHtA,  May  6, 1797. 
Sir:  The  King,  my  master  desirous  of  draw- 
ing closer  the  connexions  of  mendship  and  good 


'  Fhiladxlpbia,  May  24, 17S7. 

Sik:  In  the  collection  of  documcnta  referred  to  in 
the  President's  Speech,  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
memlien  of  t>oth  Houses,  I  have  seen  the  translation  of 
the  memorial  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  on 
the  6Uk  hiBtant,  and,  after  a  cursory  perusal  of  it,  I 
have  observed  with  concern  that  the  translation  has 
not  been  exact  in  some  particular  passages ;  and,  ss  it 
has  been  pobliriied  and  presented  to  Congress  in  that 
unperfect  state,  I  AaU  talte  die  liberty  of  pi^thig  out 
to  yon,  sir,  those  passages  which  appear  to  me  most 
material,  flattering  myself  you  will  be  pleased  to  order 
the  publication  to  be  corrected. 

In  ttie  8th  line,  p^e  4fi,  at  the  beginning  of  my  me- 
morial, it.is  said  that  the  cession  of  a  coariderable  por- 
tion as  territory  from  Spain  to  tlw  United  States  has 
been  made  by  agreeing  to  draw  a  Une  of  demareatim 
between  the  possessions  of  bedi  parties.  At  a  time 
when  tlie  sense  nS  every  proposition  is  so  minutely  ex- 
amined into,  I  cannot  pass  over  this  without  remarkink 
to  you,  that,  as  every  State  has  a  right  to  a  line  of  de- 
marcation to  its  possessions,  it  is  not  only  by  agreeing 
to  draw  Umitt  that  the  cession  was  made  to  the  United 
States,  bnt    by  the  manner"  in  which  Hit  CathoUe 
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correspondence  already  subsistiDg  between  Spain 
and  the  United  Slates,  concluded  with  them,  on 
the  27th  of  October,  1795,  a  treaty  dictated  by  the 
most  generous  principles,  opening  to  the  Ameri- 
cans the  navi^tion  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
ocean,  and  eedmg  to  the  United  States  a  conside- 
rable portion  of  territory,  by  agreeing  to  draw  a 
line  of  demareatioD  between  the  possessioDs 
both  jnrties.  Equally  animated  by  the  desire  of 
diminishing  for  humanity  the  horrors  of  war,  he 
adopted  the  liberal  i)riQciple  that  free  thipt  shall 
makejree  goods.  This  stipulation  was  in  r^ity  an 
inealcalahle  advantage  for  the  American  citizens, 
who.  by  the  extension  of  their  narigaiion,  the  geo- 
graphical situation  of  their  country,  and  the  na- 
ture of  their  political  connexions  at  that  epoch, 
promised  a  neutrality  as  advantageous  as  durable. 
At  the  same  time,  His  Majesty  agreed  by  the 
said  treaty  that  articles  necessary  for  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  vessels  should  not  be  deem- 
ed contraband.  In  a  word,  the  concessions  on  the 
part  of  Spain  for  cementing  a  sincere  uaion  be- 
tween both  nations  were  such^  that  the  treaty  was 
received  throughout  the  United  States  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  with  the  most  evident  marks  of 

f neral  approbation.  Id  these  circumstances,  the 
ing,  my  master,  who  had  so  efficaciously  ad- 
vanced the  interests  of  America,  promised  him- 
self, by  the  effect  of  a  good  correspondence,  as 
sacred  among  nations  as  between  individuals^  that 
the  United  Slates  at  least  would  not  contribute 
to  the  injury  of  Spain.  What  should  be  the  sur- 

Mf^eaty  agreed  it  should  be  done — and  thu  it  the  lite- 
nl  wnse  of  my  words. 

In  the  dxteenth  line  of  the  nine  page,  peaking  of 
the  advantage!  arising  to  the  Amencan  cttnteiu  from 
the  prineqtlt  that  free  ibqM  shall  make  fiwe  goeds,  it  is 
•aid  in  the  tnuulatioot  that  this  stipulation  vromUed  a 
neutrality  at  advantageous  aa  mtrable,  when  in  my 
memorial  I  my,  that  the  Americans,  for  reasons  therein 
assigned,  toouJd  promise  themselves  a  neutraUtj/  as  ad- 
vantageous  as  d*md>U, 

In  page  47,  it  Is  said,  whilst  a  state  of  war"  re- 
mmet  that  his  squadrons  and»h^thouldre^eetEng- 
liah  property  on  board  of  Amertean  vessels  t  Ae  sense 
•f  my  words  is  quite  cufferent:  whilst  it  may  be  re- 
quired of  his  squadrons  and  ships  to  re^peet  BngUsh 
property  on  board  of  American  vessels. 

m  the  thii^-seventh  line  of  the  same  page,  it  is 
said,  whilst  the  latter  must  suffer  jrom  " emariee"  or 
the  high  price  of  an  article  to  her  so  absolutely  neees- 
tary.  My  woras  are:  whilst  the  latter  may  suffer 
frim  the  **  wan^*  or  high  price  of  an  urHdSy  dec. 

Theie  are  sevaial  other  peasages  where  the  language 
is  materially  altered;  but,  as  the  sense  is  preserved,  I 
shall  not  trouble  you  about  them.  I  shall  only  take 
the  liberty  to  observe,  that,  had  you  been  pleased  to 
have  sent  me  the  translation  previous  to  its  publicatitHii 
I  could  have  corrected  it,  and  saved  you  the  frouUe  of, 
this  letter.  As  the  translation  of  my  memorial  has  ap- 
peared in  the  aewsp^rs,  I  shall,  through  the  same 
channel,  pnUish  this  latter,  in  <9der  to  have  these  mis. 
takes  removed. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  nr,  yoot 
must  obedient  servant, 

LE  CHEVALIER  D^RUJO. 

TixoTBT  PicuKiita,  Esq. 


prise  [admimcionl  of  His  Majesty  on  knowioi 
that  this  country  had  contracted  engagemeDls 
with  England  prejudicial  to  his  rights,  and  to  cbe 
interests  of  his  subjects,  nearly  at  the  same  time 
in  which,  witb.so  much  liberality,  he  wasgiviit 
to  the  United  States  the  most  strikiiig  pmifi  a 
the  most  sincere  friendship. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  King,  my  master, 
persuaded  that  England,  in  her  ireatv  with  Ame- 
rica, had  mtrprited  the  good  ftith  oi  the  Fedenl 
Government,  reserved  to  faimsdf  to  make,  ob  a 
proper  opportunity,  the  necessary  representaliotti; 
not  doubting  but  that  the  e^aity  of  the  Unhed 
States  would  place  Spain,  in  relation  to  other 
Powers,  upon  that  footing  of  equality,  witkont 
which  the  neutrality  adopted  by  America  would 
exist  only  in  appearance,  and  be  purely  nomiod; 
but  experiencingj  since  the  declaration  of  the  war 
against  Qreat  Britain,  injuries  and  evils  which  Ik 
had  foreseen  from  the  moment  he  was  infonaed 
of  the  English  Treaty,  he  finds  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  anticipating  this  step,  and  therefore 
has  ordocd  me  to  make  to  this  QoveraHiea^ 
through  you,  the  fotlowinff  observatioos: 

By  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween His  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  it  b 
stipulated  that  the  subjects  of  the  King,  and  the 
American  citizens,  may  navigate  with  their 
sels  and  cargoes  freely  to  all  the  ports,  exceptsach 
as  are  declared  blockaded,  raafcing  the  neatraiflig 
secure  the  goods  which  they  may  have  on  boatcl,  i 
so  (hat  they  cannot  be  seized,  even  though  tkey  i 
should  belong  to  an  enemy.   His  Majesty  has-  | 
tened  with  pleasure  to  adopt  a  principle  so  nsefnl 
to  humanity,  although  for  the  reasons  hinte4 
above  it  was  to  operate  more  advantageously  to 
the  American  citizen's  than  to  his  subjects.  Bis 
Majesty  ought  to  have  expected,  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Government,  dispositions  eqoaHy  i 
friendly,  and  as  their  adoption  would  not  prove 
injurious  to  those  Powers  who  should  establidi 
them,  that  tbia  should  form  a  general  mie  in  aU 
their  engagements  of  a  like  nature;  but,  unfoTio- 
nately,  the  17th  article  of  the  English  Treaty  b» 
dissipated  this  agreeable  hope:  for,  it  not  oely 
permits  English  vessels  to  take  and  carry  ioto 
port  those  of  America,  upon  the  arbitrary  groond 
of  suspicion,  but  also  to  take  and  seize  an  eoemy^  | 
property  or  merchandise  found  under  the  Ameri- 
can flag.   In  short,  the  principle,  tftat  fru 
mtdK  free  goods,  was  then  destroyed;  and  His 
Majesty  is  reduced  to  the  disadvanta^oos  situa- 
tioD  of  seeing  the  property  of  his  sulnects  seized 
with  impunity,  under  the  safeguard  of  neatiality,  | 
whilst  a  state  of  war  requires  that  his  sqntdrMs 
and  ships  should  respect  English  inroperty  oa 
board  of  American  vessels.   Can  it  then  be  Mp- 
posed,  with  good  faith,  that  the  Kingintenm 
v<duntarily  to  go  into  a  stipulation,  the  ^Mervaooe 
of  which  should  require  from  his  subjects  aothing  , 
but  detriment  and  injury  1   An  adherence  to  tae  | 
principle  adopted  by  the  King  implicitly  leids 
him  to  a  reciprocity  complete  in  all  its  circBin- 
stancei*. 

Nor  are  the  injuries  to  ^nin.  arising  out  of  tke 
18th  article  of  the  treaty  with  6reat  Britain,  im 
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Mlpable.  From  it^  like  the  preceding,  arise  neat 
losie*  to  the  American  naYiffation ;  bat  tbe  aam- 
tana  which  tbe  sabjeets  of  the  King,  and  his  roy- 
al lenriee  experience,  are  still  of  moch  i^eater 
coasidwatioD.  By  that  article,  England  and  the 
Uniled  States  agree,  that  timber  for  ship  building, 
tar,  rosin,  copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hemp,  cordage, 
and,  generally,  whatever  may  serre  directly  to 
the  equipment  of  vessels,  shall  be  declared  contra- 
hand,  hi  the  16th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
after  enumerating  those  articles  which  should  be 
deemed  such,  it  is  stipulated,  that  all  kinds  of  cot- 
ton, hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables,  sails,  sail- 
cloth, anchors,  wood  of  all  kinds,  and  all  other ' 
ihinffs  proper  for  the  construction  and  repair  of 
Tenels,  shall  be  looked  upon  as  articles  of  free 
emnmerce.  What,  then,  is  the  consequence  of 
these  contradictory  stipuutions  1  Is  it  not  aban- 
doning to  England  tbe  exclusire  commerce  of 
naval  stores?  And  is  it  not  giving  her,  in  a 
maritime  war  like  the  present,  a  powerful  arm, 
which  she  uses  to  tbe  injury  of  Spain,  whilst  the 
latter  must  suffer  from  avarice,  or  the  high  price 
of  an  article  to  her  so  absolutely  necessary  ?  You 
will  Miy  in  reply,  that  Spain  entered  voluntarily 
into  these  stipiilations ;  but  could  it  ever  have 
been  expected  that  America  would  have  made, 
almost  at  the  same  moment,  such,  on  her  part,  as 
should  cause  the  King,  my  master,  to  repent  of 
his  generosity  and  great  beneficence. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  Spanish  Treaty,  its  ob- 
ject is  said  to  be  for  the  mutual  advantage  and 
leciprocat  utility  of  both  countries.  I  leave  you 
to  determine  what  advantages  either  Spain  or 
America  can  derive  from  the  15Ui  and  Iwh  arti- 
cles of  their  treaty,  whilst  those  of  the  17th  and 
18th  of  the  English  Treaty  remain  in  full  force. 

Thus  far  I  have  represented  merely  the  injury 
done  to  the  interesu  of  Spain;  but  I  shall  now 
state  to  yon  a  point  in  which  her  rights  are  esseu- 
tiall^  concerned — I  mean  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi. 

The  just  ground  upon  which  Spain  refused  to 
acknowledge  tbe  mutual  and  illegal  cession  which 
England  made  to  the  United  States,  in  the  8th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  3d  of  September,  1783,  of 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  ocean ; 
the  necessity  in  which  America  has  found  hertelf 
of  recurring  to  a  special  treaty  with  Spain  for  ob- 
taining it ;  and,  above  all,  the  tenor  of  the  4th  arti- 
cle of  the  said  treaty,  in  which  it  is  agreed  that 
the  free  navwation  of  tbe  said  river  to  the  ocean 
belongs  excaigively  to  the  snhieets  of  the  King, 
and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  had  given 
His  Majesty  reason  to  believe  that  the  FMeral 
Government,  by  this  stipulation,  annulled,  as  ille- 
gal, the  claim  which  it  had  made  with  England,  as 
to  this  point,  in  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Bat  His  Majesty  has  seen,  with  equal  surprise, 
that  the  United  States  not  only  pretend  to  con- 
firm that  right  to  England,  by  tbe  3d  article  of 
their  Commercial  Treaty,  but  that  they  have, 
since  the  conclusion  of  that  with  Sjtaia,  in  which 
the  navigation  of  tbe  Mississippi  is  confined  ex- 
ckuaivdy  to  the  Spaniards  and  Americans,  agreed 
to  the  explanatory  article  signed  here  by  yourself 


and  the  English  Charg6  des  Affiures,  Mr.  Bond, 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1796^  in  which  it  is  declared, 
"that  no  other  stipulation  or  treaty  concluded 
since  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  with, 
any  other  Power  or  nation,  is  understood  in  any 
manner  to  derogate  from  the  ri^t  to  the  free  com- 
munication and  commerce  guarantied  by  the  3d 
article  of  the  treaty  to  the  subjects  of  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty." 

The  King,  my  master,  finds  so  much  the  more 
difficulty  in  reconciling  this  stipulation  concerning 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in  article  3d,  of 
the  Eogrish  Treaty,  confirmed  oy  the  explanatory 
article  of  the  4th  of  May,  with  the  4tb  article  of 
that  with  Spain,  as,  on  examining  the  original 
right  of  England,  none  is  found  to  exist,  ana  the 
United  States  alone  bold  that  which  Spain  ceded 
in  the  said  article  of  the  treaty  with  them.  In 
order  (o  convince  yon  of  this,  let  us  examine  the 
stipulations  of  former  treaties,  from  which  I  give 
the  following  extract : 

By  the  6tb  article  of  the  preliminary  treaty 
made  on  the  3d  November,  1762,  between  Prance 
and  Great  Britain,  and  by  the  definitive  treaty  sign- 
ed on  the  lOtb  of  February,  1763,  it  is  stipulated 
that  all  that  part  of  Louisiana  situated  on  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  excepting  New  Orleans  and  its 
dependencies,  should  belong  to  Great  Britain. 

By  tbe  8th  article  of  the  provisional  treaty  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Great  Britain,  on  the  30th  November,  1782,  and 
tbe  definitive  treaty  signed  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1783,  it  is  stated  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  from  its  source  lo  the  ocean,  shall  for 
ever  remain  and  be  free  to  the  sabjeets  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  Spain  and  England,  and  the  de- 
finitive treaty  signed  on  the  3d  of  September, 
1783,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  Spun  all  East  and 
West  Florida,  which  two  provinces  woe  the 
only  territory  that  that  nation  had  remaining  in 
this  part  of  the  continent. 

In  the  5th  article,  in  which  this  cession  is  stip- 
ulated, not  a  single  word  is  said  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  nor'do  the  other  ar- 
ticles say  anything  on  the  subject. 

When  England  signed  these  preliminary  arti- 
cles with  tbe  United  States  of  America,  in  1782, 
Great  Britain  still  held  the  right  to  East  and 
West  Florida,  because  then  she  had  not  ceded^ 
ever  those  provinces  to  Spain,  as  is  proved  after- 
wards by  the  treaty  of  1783.  and  without  the  least 
mention  therein  of  the  Mississippi. 

Therefore,  England  having  ceded  East  and 
West  Florida  in  1783,  and  not  having  reserved 
the  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
course  lost  it  entirely  when  she  made  Spain  mis- 
tress of  tbe  two  banks. 

The  only  right  which  the  United  States  had  in 
the  navigation  of  that  river  was  founded  on  the 
stipulations  derived  from  England ;  but  having 
changed  their  political  existence  by  the  declara- 
tion of  their  independence,  and  having,  by  this 
actj  separated  their  interests  from  those  of  Great 
Britain,  the  liberty  of  navigating  the  Mississippi 
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did  not  follow  10  the  United  States,  but  by  a  spe- 
cial treaty  which  has  just  been  coucluded  oetweeD 
Spain  and  this  country. 

So  far  good;  huw  cau  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  cooseut  of  Spain,  cede  to  Euglaud  the 
right  of  navigatiog  the  Missisxippi,  which  is 
granted  only  to  themselrea?  And  in  virtue  of 
what  privilege  can  the  Federal  G^vernmeDt  give 
the  navigation  of  this  river  to  a  nation  who  has 
lenouDced  all  her  rights  ttifough  the  medium  of 
solemn  treaties,  and  who  not  only  does  not  hold 
a  single  port,  but  abo  does  not  possess  a  single 
inch  of  land  on  its  banks? 

This  simple  exposition,  in  conjunction  with  the 
opinion  of  all  jurists,  that  the  navigation  of  rivers 
naturally  belongs  (o  him  who  possesses  the  two 
banks,  evidently  manifests  the  injury  done  to  the 
rights  of  Spain  in  the  3d  article  of  the  English 
Treaty,  and  the  explanatory  article  signed  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1796. 

The  King  of  Spain,  desirous  of  preserving  the 
best  harmony  and  friendsbifi  with  tnis  cnuniry,  as 
protector  of  tne  interests  of  his  subjects,  has  ordered 
me  to  repres«it  to  this  Government  what  I  have 
just  mentioned ;  and  His  Majesty,  relying  upon 
the  equity  of  bis  demands,  hopes  that  the  United 
States,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments,  will 
come  to  a  composition  which,  without  injuring 
the  American  citizens,  shall  insure  the  happiness 
of  his  subjects,  and  guard  the  rights  of  his  sove- 
reignty. 

T,  with  pleasure,  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
renewing  my  wishes  to  serve  you,  and  that  Qod 
may  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DE  YRUJO. 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esq., 

Secntary  t^Staie. 

No.  17. 

,  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minister  of 
His  CathoUc  Majes^,  dated 

Department  of  State, 

PhUadtlpkia,  May  17,  1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  which  has 
been  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  contains  three  subjects  of  complaint,  as  arising 
out  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Nav- 

gation,  between  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
riiain. 

1.  That  the  principle,  that  free  ships  make  free 
goods,  is  thereby  destroyed  ;  the  17th  article  not 
only  permitting  English  vessels  to  take  and  carry 
into  port  those  of  America,  upon  the  arbitrary 
ground  of  suspicion,  but  als«i  to  take  and  seize 
enemies'  property  or  merchandise  found  under  the 
American  flag. 

2.  That,  bv  the  18th  article  of  that  treaty,  tim- 
ber for  ship  building,  tar,  rosin,  copper  in  sheets, 
sails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and,  generally,  what- 
ever may  serve  directly  to  the  equipment  of  ves- 
sels, are  declared  contraband. 

3.  That,  by  the  3d  article  of  that  treaty,  and  the 
explanatory  article  added  thereto,  the  United 


States  have  ceded  and  confirmed  to  Great  Britain  I 
the  right  of  navigating  the  river  Mississippi ;  a 
right  which  you  say  the  United  States  themselves 
acquired  only  by  virtue  of  their  treaty  with  Spain,  j 

Your  lett.'r  also  contains  various  intimatiou, 
which,  in  connexion  with  these  three  topics  of 
complaint,  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  notice. 

It  is  very  true,  that  our  treaty  with  Spain  wis  j 
received  throughout  the  United  Stales  with  sat* 
isfaction  and  general  approbation,  because  it 
closed  a  dispute  which  haa  been  pending  miny 
years  between  the  two  countries,  by  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  acceding  to  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  (which  they  deemed  founded  in  right)  lo 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  from  Its  i 
source  to  the  ocean,  and  to  their  southern  bound-  I 
ary  line  as  described  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  | 
1783.  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
We  were  also  satisfied  with  the  engagement  d 
His  Catholic  Majesty  to  compensate  onr  mer-  ' 
cantile  citizens  for  the  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained by  the  capture  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes 
hy  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  during  the  lite 
war  between  Spain'and  France.   All  these  woe 
acts  of  substantial  justice,  which  were  neces- 
sarily approved  by  every  upright  mind.  All 
the  other  stipulations  of  the  treaty  betwe«i  the  | 
United  States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  were 
wholly  voluntary,  and  perfectly  reciprocal ;  lO 
that  neither  of  the  two  contracting  parties  could 
say  that  they  had  granted  or  received  a  favor.  I 
make  this  observation,  because  of  the  numerout 
intimations  in  your  letter,  that,  by  these  other 
stipulations,  benefits  and  adjutages  had  been 
granted  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  United 
States,  without  receiving  from  them  any  equiva- 
lent; intimations  for  which  wesee  no  fonndatioB.  I 
To  instance  in  the  articles  which  constiute  the  j 
two  first  subjects  of  your  complaint.  [ 

1.  Fcee  ships  shall  make  free  goods.  It  is  in-  I 
possible  that  the  two  contracting  parties  shoold 
ever  have  conceived  that  this  rule,  as  between 
themselves,  could  have  any  operation,  except 
when  one  was  at  war  and  the  other  at  peace.  The 
United  States  being  in  the  latter  situation,  have  a 
right  to  carry  in  their  vessels  goods  of  the  enemies 

of  Spain,  without  being  liable  on  that  account  to  | 
capture.  On  the  other  band,  if  the  United  States 
were  at  war,  and  Spain  at  peace,  her  subjecu 
would  have  a  right  to  transport  in  their  vessels  the 
guods  of  our  enemies,  free  from  capture  by  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States.  And  thus 
this  stipulation  is  exactly  equal  on  both  sides. 

2.  Ship  timber  and  naval  stores  are,  by  the  law 
of  nations,  contraband  of  war.  But  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  for  their  mutual  benefit,  af^eed 
to  consider  them  as  free  goods,  in  order  that  either 
party,  remaining  at  peace,  might  safely  coutinDe 
Its  commerce  in  those  articles,  even  by  carryii^ 
them  to  the  enemies  of  the  other.  And  thos  this 
rule  will  operate  equally,  like  the  former. 

You  compare  the  liberal  stipulations  in  th^ 
two  articles  with  those  of  a  contrary  nature  in 
the  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  GrMt 
Britain,  and  ask,  what  should  be  the  surprise  [otf- 
mtracum]  of  His  Cathdic  Majesty  on  knowiag 
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of  (he  tatter  engagements  1  After  remarking  that, 
if  those  atipulatioDS  were  liberal  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  they  were  alike  liberal  on  the  part  of  the 
Uniteo  States,  seeing  they  were  perfectly  recip- 
rocal; permit  me  to  say,  that  the  engagements 
with  Great  Britain  do  not  appear  to  oner  any 
cause  for  "surprise"  on  the  part  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  because  His  Majesty  had  seen,  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  American  war,  how  stead- 
ily Great  Britain  persisted,  in  opposition  to  the 
demaods  of  alt  the  maritime  Powers,  to  maintain 
her  claims,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  capture 
enemies'  property,  and  timber,  and  naval  stores,  as 
contraband,  m  neutral  ships.  His  Majesty  had 
also  seen,  in  the  present  war,  in  which  he  was 
for  a  lime  a  party  with  Great  Britain  against 
France,  that  Qreat  Britain  continued  to  avow  and 
practise  upon  the  same  principles.  And  with 
soch  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  principles  and 
conduct  of  Great  Britain,  and  while  she  was  still 
en^ed  in  the  war  with  a  Power  which  she 
strenuously  endeavored  to  deprive  of  limber  and 
naval  stores,  and  whose  mercantile  shipping  was 
greatly  reduced,  could  His  Catholic  IMhijesty  ex- 
pect that  Great  Britain  would  relinquish  her  legal 
rights  to  a  nation  (the  United  States)  which 
ibonaded  in  materiaU  for  haildfog  and  equipping 
ships,  and  whose  ressels,  adapted  to  the  carrying 
tradt  traversed  erenr  sea,  and  visited  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe  ?  i  ou  seem  to  imagine  there  is 
the  more  reason  for  "surprise,"  because,  as  you 
say,  ihe  en^ements  between  ihe  United  States 
and  Great  Bntaia  were  contracted  "  nearly  at  the 
jame  time  " — *•  almost  at  the  same  moment,"  with 
oursiipulatioDs  with  his  Catholic  Majesty.  But 
allow  me  to  bring  to  your  recollection  the  periods 
when  these  different  treaties  were  formed.  That 
with  Great  Britain  was  concluded  on  the  19th 
day  of  November,  1794 ;  that  with  Spain  on  the 
27lh  October,  1795.  Further,  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  was  published  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1795,  almost  four  months  be- 
ior  the  treaty  with  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  con- 
ned, and  nearly  ten  mooths  before  it  received 
hit  ratification,  at  which  time  (Spain  and  the 
United  States  being  then  at  peace  with  all  the 
world)  it  does  not  appear  that  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty found  the  smallest  difficulty  in  giving  his 
final  ainciion  to  his  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  their  prior  treaty  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. Moreover,  Mr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  who 
negotiated  the  treaty  with  Spain,  being  privy 
to  the  whole  n^otiation  with  Great  Britain, 
and  DCTfectly  acquainted  with  every  article  of 
the  British  Treaty,  it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted 
that  he  communicated  to  the  Prince  of  Peace 
every  ioformation  concerning  it  which  had  any 
relation  to  his  negotiation  with  Spain.  The  mode 
of  [ffoceeding  in  the  cases  of  captures  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  is  precisely  the  same  in  both  treaties, 
and  the  most  material  expressions  in  the  7th  arti- 
cle of  the  British  Treaty  are  copied  into  the  21st 
of  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

I  am  now  to  consider  your  third  complaint — 
that  relating  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

Ton  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  rignt  of 


the  United  Stales  to  this  navigation,  and  draw 
this  conclusion,  that  their  right  is  derived  solely 
from  the  cession  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  by  the 
4th  article  of  his  treaty  with  the  United  States. 
Hence  you  are  induced  to  ask,  "How  can  the 
United  States,  without  the  consent  of  Spain,  cede 
to  England  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississip- 
pi, which  is  granted  only  to  themselves?"  If,  sir, 
your  statement  was  correct,  there  could  be  no 
questioQ-in  the  case.  If  the  riffht  of  the  United 
States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  origin^ 
ated  in  their  treaty  with  Spain,  which  was  con- 
cluded on  the  37th  of  October,  1795,  it  requires  no 
argument  to  prove  that  they  could  not  have  grant- 
ed the  right  of  that  navigation  to  Great  Britain 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1794. 

But  I  might  deny  that  the  United  States  ever 
granted  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  to 
Great  Britain.  A  recurrence  to  the  treaties,  to  which 
you  refer,  wilt  prove  that  she  pos.sessed  that  right  by 
the  peace  of  1763,  and  that  she  has  never  formally 
relinquished  it.  1  do  not^  indeed,  eonceive  the  in- 
quiry essential  to  the  subject  of  your  present  com- 
plaint ;  but,  as  you  have  thought  fit  to  go  into  it,^ 
you  will  allow  me  to  follow  you. 

By  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  the 
10th'  of  February,  1763,  France,  then  possessed  of 
Louisiana,  ceded  to  Great  Britain  all  her  posses- 
sions on  the  east  nde  of  the  Mississippi,  except 
the  town  and  island  of  New  Orleans.  And  it  was 
likewise  sti|)ulated  "that  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  shall  be  equally  free,  as  well  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  as  to  those  of  France, 
in  its  whole  length  and  breadth,  from  its  source 
to  the  sea,  and  expressly  that  part  which  is  be- 
tween the  said  island  ol  New  Orleans  and  the  right 
bank  of  that  river,  as  well  as  the  passage  both  in 
and  out  of  its  mouth."  The  people  of  the  United 
States  being  then  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  they  of  course  participated  in  the  right 
of  navigating  the  river  Mississippi,  and  by  the  8th 
article  of  toe  provisional  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britian,  concluded  the 
30th  of  November,  1782,  and  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  the  3d  of  September,  1783, 
this  right  was  confirmed,  it  being  tnerein  stipula- 
ted that  "the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  for  ever  remain 
free  and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  theSd  of  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  the  latter  ceded  to  Spain  "East 
Florida,  as  also  West  Florida but  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, as  you  observe,  is  not  even  mentioned  in 
the  treaty.  What  is  the  just  inference  from  this 
circumstance,  the  United  States  need  not  decide. 
Doubtless  Great  Britain  conceived  it  important 
to  hold  a  right  to  the  navigation  ofit^and  all  par- 
ties, at  that  time,  certainly  supposed  that  parts  of 
her  territories  joined  its  eastern  side,  aiid  prolMi- 
bly  no  one  can  now  say  thev  do  not.  Bot  how- 
ever this  silence  with  regara  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  the  treaty  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  may  he  construed ;  whether  the 
latter,  by  not  xeserving,  is  to  be  coosidmd  as  le- 
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linquishin^  her  right  to  it;  or  broot  expressly 
relinqoishmg,  is  to  be  nDderstooo  to  retain  it,  it 
is  proper  to  consider  the  nature  and  effect  of  the 
stipnlatioQs  on  this  sabjeci,  between  her  and  the 
United  States. 

When  peace  was  made  between  the  two  Pow- 
ers in  1783,  both  were  entitled  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  both  desiring  to  pre- 
serve this  right,  the^  mntually  stipulated  for  its 
continuance ;  but  neither  is  pledged  to  tnaintain 
it  for  the  other,  though  each  is  bound  not  to  ia- 
terrupt  the  other  in  the  exercise  of  that  right. 
The  Treaty  of  London,  concluded  on  the  19t&  of 
November,  1794,  contains,  as  to  this  point,  no  new 
grant  on  either  side;  but  their  respective  rights 
are  reeognisedj^  it  being  declared  in  the  third  arti- 
cle, that "  the  river  MusissipiH  shall,  according  to 
the  Treaty  of  Peaee^  be  entirely  open  to  both  par- 
ties." Had  this  declaration  Men  wholly  admit- 
ted, the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  would  have  been  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished.  But  because  the  fourth 
article  of  the  subsec|uent  treaty  with  Spain  exci- 
ted some  apprehensions  in  Great  Britain,  that  it 
might  countenance  an  attempt  to  exclude  her  from 
the  naviffation  of  the  Mississippi,  the  explanatory 
article  wnich  you  mentioned  was  formed,  declar- 
ing, that  no  stipulations  in  any  treaty  subsequent- 
ly concluded  by  either  party,  can  be  understood 
to  derogate  from  the  rights  of  free  intercourse 
and  commerce  secured  by  the  said  third  article  to 
the  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Maiestv,  and  to  the 
eitizena  of  the  United  Sutes.  Tbe  fourth  article 
of  oar  treaty  with  Spain  received  its  peculiar 
form  with  the  design  that  it  might  not  derogate 
from  the  prior  stipulations  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain.  *And  this,  as  I  shall  presently 
show  you,  was  perfectly  understood  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spam.  And  let  me  assure  you,  that 
the  Federal  Qovernment  no  more  seeks  the  ex- 
cuse than  it  merits  the  imputation,  "  that  England, 
by  her  treaty  with  America,  had  surprised  its 
good  faith." 

la  discussing  their  respective  projects  of  a  trea- 
ty, it  appears  that  the  Prince  of  Peace,  on  tbe 
I»rt  of  Spain,  proposed  that  Mr.  Pinckney,on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  should  enter  into  a  stip- 
ulation which  would  have  gone  to  the  exclusion 
of  Great  Britain  from  the  naviMtioo  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. To  this  project  Mr.  Pinckney  returned 
the  following  answer : 

Extract  from  tbe  "  Notes  on  the  project  of  a  CwTen- 
tion  proposed  by  His  Excellency  the  Ptinoe  of  Peace, 
September  36,  1796." 

The  words  "  alone"  and  "  exclusively"  should 
be  omitted  ],  for  Spain  could  scarcely  confide  in 
the  good  faith  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  con- 
vention which  she  is  about  to  conclude  with  them, 
if  they  agreed  to  an  article  which  would  be  an 
infraction  of  a  treaty  previously  concluded :  for, 
by  the  Treatr  of  Peace  between  tbe  United  States 
and  Cheat  witainj  conclnded  in  1783,  it  is  stipu- 
lated that  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi 
shall  eonttaue  free  to  the  subieets  of  Great  Bn- 
tain  and  to  the  citizens  of  theUnited  States." 


Here,  si^  yon  see  that  the  Federal  Govermaeit, 
far  from  '*giving  His  Catholic  Maiesty  (as  yoa 
suggest)  reason  to  believe  that  they  had  aasuUed, 
as  illegal,  the  claim  which  they  had  made  witti 
England  as  to  this  point,  in  the  eighth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783,"  expressly  declared  that  tbe 
attempt  would  be  a  violation  of  the  good  faith  of 
the  United  Sutes  pledged  to  Great  Britain  in 
that  treaty. 

To  get  rid  of  the  embarrassment,  the  particnltr 
form  of  expression  which  we  find  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  was  adopted. 
You  will  observe,  sir,  that  this,  like  every  otber 
treaty,  contains,  generally,  the  joint  stipuniinu 
of  the  contracting  parties.  Such  is  the  supulatton 
of  the  United  States  and  Spain  in  the  beginiua{ 
of  the  fourth  article:  "It  is  likewise  •gnei  thit 
the  western  boundary  of  the  United  States  vhich 
separates  them  from  the  Spanish  colony  of  Lonfs- 
iana,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  channel  or  bed  of  tbe 
river  Mississippi,  from  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  said  States  to  the  completion  of  the  tiiirty- 
first  degree  of  latitude  north  of  the  equator." 
Then  follows  the  clause  respecting  the  naTi«- 
tioo  of  the  Mississippi.  "  And  His  Catholic  ui- 
jesty  has  likewise  agreed  that  the  navigation  of 
tbe  said  river,  in  its  whde  breadth,  from  its  soum 
to  tbe  ocean,  shall  be  free  only  to  his  subjects  aod 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  shootd 
extend  this  privilege  to  the  subjects  of  other  Pow- 
ers by  special  convention."  Here  Spain  is  the 
sole  party  to  the  ezcludinig  cause.  And  the 
twenty-fint  article  of  tbe  treaty  presents  a  simi- 
lar instance  of  a  Joint  and  separate  stipuJatioo. 
The  two  contracting  parties  jointly  agree  on  ilie 
mode  of  adjusting  the  claims  of  Americao  citi- 
zens for  the  losses  they  had  sustained  from  tiie 
capture  of  their  vessels  by  the  subjects  of  Spaio: 
and  then  "His  Catholic  Majesty  nnderukes  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid."  Now  it  might  with 
as  much  propriety  be  affirmed  that  the  Uoited 
States  are  by  this  clause  bound  to  contribute  (and 
equally  with  His  Catholic  Majesty)  to  those  WT- 
ments,  as  be  inferred  from  the  declaration  of  Hii 
Catholic  Majesty  singly,  in  the  fourth  article,  rela- 
tive to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippii 
that  the  United  States  have  thereby  ea^^  to 
exclude  from  it  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

The  simple  fact  is,  that  the  United  States  were 
contending  with  Spain  for  the  free  navi^tion  of 
the  Mississippi  for  tnemselves ;  and  by  this  clause 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  their  claim  wis 
admitted.  Any  declaration  of  His  Catholic  Vbr 
jesty  alone,  to  exclude  other  nations,  was  to  them 
quite  immaterial. 

Thus,  sir,  1  have  answered  to  all  your  com- 
plaints, aod,  1  hope,  satisfactorily.  Toe  Uoited 
States,  equally  with  His  Catholic  Majesty,  aie 
desirous  of  preserving  the  best  harmony  betweea 
the  two  countries ;  and  the  American  Government 
will  always  be  disposed  to  adopt  any  proper  mea- 
sures for  that  end. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

The  Cbitalier  de  Ybdjo, 

Envof  ExtraofdinaTyf 
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Cofj  of  •  l«tter  from  Geii«i«l  Pinckney  to  the  Secre- 
t«rf  of  State,  dat«d 

Paris,  February  1, 1797. 

Deab  Sib  :  The  day  after  I  had  enclosed  my 
list  of  the  34th  ultimo,  (No.  6)  iDtelligence  was 
ne«Tcd  that  Bonaparte  had  obtained  a  most  bril- 
liant Tictory  in  Italy;  that  he  had  made  twenty- 
three  thousand  Austrian  prisoners,  killed  and 
.wounded  six  thousand,  and  had  laken  sixty  piecev 

eannon,  and  twenty-four  standards ;  and  the 
diy  after  the  arrival  of  this  news,  the  following 
letter  was  written  to  me  by  Mr.  De  la  Croix : 

Tke  Mnister  of  Foingn  Aflaiis  to  Mr.  Pinckney, 
An^o-Ameiicaii. 

Pakis,  the  6^  PluvicK, 
Sixth  year  of  the  French  RepuUic, 
one  and  indivinbU. 
The  Executive  Directory  has  charged  me  to 
make  known  to  you,  that  not  having  obtained 
special  permission  to  reside  at  Paria^you  areame- 
aable  to  the  Uw  which  obliges  foreignnv  to  quit 
the  territory  of  the  Republic.   I  had  the  honor 
of  informing  yon  near  two  nionths  ago,  by  the 
ixiacipal  Secretary  of  my  de^Mrtmeot,  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government  in  this  respect.  I 
euiDot  dispense  with  notifying  yoa  of  tliem  to- 
day,   ReceiTe,  sir,  &c. 

CH.  DE  LA  CROIX. 

To  which  I  retwDed  the  following  answer : 

To  tiM  Mioktar  of  Exterior  RdattMis. 

Paris,  7th  Phnioae,  1797. 

CmzBH  Minister  :  I  did  not  receive,  until  3 
o'clock  to-day,  vour  note  in  date  of  the  6th  inst., 
ioformins  me  tnat  the  Directory  had  charged  yoa 
to  acquaint  me,  that  not  havinff  obtained  particn- 
lir  pennissioa  to  reaida  at  E^ni,  I  was  suoject  to 
the  law  which  obliged  strangers  to  qait  the  tenir 
taj  of  the  Rf  paUlc.  I  iatimated  to  yoa  some 
tiioe  since,  by  tne  Secretary  Oeoeral  of  your  de- 
tment.  and  by  Major  Rutled^,  my  Secretary, 
1 1  deemed  a  notification  of  this  sort,  in  writing, 
from  you  necessary,  previous  to  my  departure. 
Having  now  received  it,  I  shall,  without  delay, 
prepare  to  go,  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  will  be 
oUiged  to  you  far  the  necessary  passports  for  my- 
self and  family,  with  our  baggage,  to  quit  the 
RepabUe,  in  my  way  to  Holland.  Accept  citizen 
Uiaiater, 

CHARLES  0.  PINCKNEY. 

I  should  have  made  some  observation  on  being 
termed  Anglo-American,  but,  on  inquiry,  I  found 
it  ms  customary  to  call  all  my  coimtrymea  so^to 
distinguish  us  from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domm- 

£aad  the  other  French  West  India  i^ands.  I 
ve  received  my  passports,  and  shall,  in  two 
days,  set  out  for  Amsterdam.  I  know  not  what 
hu  occasioned  this  determination  of  the  Directory 
ifter  having  permitted  me  to  remain  here  so  long 
a  time  from  their  refusal  to  acknowledge  me. 
Toa  will  judge  whether  the  answer  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  Hooie  of  Representatives  to  the  Pre- 


Bident*s  Speech,  and  the  late  successes  in  Italy 
have  not  coocnrred  to  occasion  it.  Mr.  De  ui 
Croix  assured  Major  Rntledge,  that  he  acted  by 
the  express  orders  of  the  Directwy  in  this  particn- 
lar  and  not  from  himself. 

Your  letter  of  the  36th  of  November,  with  the 
duplicate  of  your  letter  of  the  same  month,  ^the 
original  of  which  has  not  reached  me)  I  received 
the  29th  ultimo,  and  am  happy  to  find  that  Mr. 
Adet's  disorganizing  manoeuvres  have  been  treated 
by  my  countrymen  in  the  manner  they  deserved, 
and  that  his  attempts  to  divide  has  tended  to  unite 
them.  I  most  ardently  wish  that  we  would  ban- 
ish  all  party  distinctions  and  foreign  influence, 
and  think  and  act  only  as  Americans,  for  all  par- 
ties in  this  country  unite  in  thinking  that  we 
ought  to  act  as  if  we  were  altogether  their  depend- 
ents, and  indebted  to  them  sMely.  and  not  to  oar 
own  exertions  for  our  libertr  and  independence^ 
Hence  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain  is  here  g«i»- 
ratly  execrated,  and  our  having  any  kind  of  com- 
mercial connexion  with  that  country,  even  if  the 
treaty  had  not  been  made,  would,  I  believe,  have 
been  didiked.  They  wish  to  destroy  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  and  they  look  upon  us  as  one  of 
her  best  customers;  and,  to  obtain  their  object, 
they  care  not  what  we  suffer.  I  shall  write  to 
you  again  as  soon  as  I  arrive  at  Anuterdara. 
Please  to  direct  me,  under  cover,  to  our  bankers 
there,  and  be  assured  I  am,  &c. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 

CoL  PicKBRiNQ,  Secretary  of  the  U.S. 


TRIPOLI. 

[Conunnnicated  to  the  Senate,  May  28,  1797.] 

Uxiran  Stateb,  Majf  26, 1797. 
OtntlemtH  of  Ae  Senate  t 

I  lay  before  you,  for  your  consideration  and  ad- 
vice,  a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and  Aimdship 
between  the  United  States  of  Ameri(»  and  the 
Bey  and  snbjeets  of  Tripoli,  of  Barbery,  con- 
cluded, at  Tripoli,  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1798. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Trea^  of  Peace  and  Friendship  botwoen  dw  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Bey  and  Snlgects  i^Tri^ 
poll,  of  Baibaiy. 

Article  1.  There  is  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace 
and  friendship  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Bey  and  subjects  of  Tripoli,  of 
Barbary,  made  by  the  free  consent  of  both  piar- 
ties,  and  guaranued  by  the  most  potent  Oey  and 
Regency  of  Algiers. 

Art.  2.  If  any  goods  belonging  to  any  nation, 
with  which  either  of  the  parties  is  at  war,  shall 
be  loaded  on  board  of  vessels  belonging  to  the 
other  party,  they  shall  pass  free,  and  no  attempt 
shall  be  made  to  take  or  detain  them. 

Art.  3.  If  any  citizens,  subjects,  or  effects,  be- 
longing to  either  party,  shall  be  found  on  board  n 
prize  vessel  taken  Irom  an  enemy  by  the  other 
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party,  sucb  citizens  or  subjects  shall  be  set  at  lib- 
erty, and  the  effects  restored  to  the  owners. 
'  Aht.  4.  Proper  passports  are  to  be  given  to  alt 
vesseb  of  both  parties,  by  which  they  are  to  be 
known.  And  considering  the  distance  between 
the  two  countries,  eighteen  months,  from  the  date 
of  this  treaty,  shall  be  allowed  for  procuring  such 
passports.  During  this  interval  the  other  papers, 
belonging  to  such  vessels,  shall  be  sufficient  for 
their  protection. 

Art.  5.  A  citizen  or  subject  of  either  party 
having  bought  a  prize  vessel,  condemned  by  the 
other  party,  or  by  any  other  nation,  the  certifi- 
cates of  condemnation  and  bill  of  sale  shall  be  a 
sufficient  passport  for  such  vessel  for  one  year ; 
this  being  a  reasonaUe  time  for  her  to  proeare  a 
proper  passport. 

Abt.  6.  Vessels  of  either  party,  potting  Into 
the  ports  of  the  other,  and  havioE  need  of  pro- 
TisioDS  or  other  supplies,  they  shall  be  furnished 
at  the  market  price.  And  if  any  such  vessel  shall 
■0  put  in,  from  a  disaster  at  sea,  and  have  occa- 
tion  to  repair,  she  shall  be  at  liberty  to  land  and 
re-embark  her  eai^o  wiihont  paying  any  duties. 
But  in  no  case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  her 
cargo. 

Abt.  7.  Should  a  vessel  of  either  party  be  cast 
on  the  shore  of  the  other,  all  proper  assistance 
shall  be  given  to  her  and  ner  people ;  no  pillage 
shall  be  allowed ;  the  property  shall  remain  at 
the  disposition  of  the  owners ;  and  the  crew  pro- 
tected and  succored  till  they  can  be  sent  to  tbfeir 
country. 

Abt.  8.  If  a  vessel  of  either  party  should  be 
attacked  by  an  enemy,  within  gun-shot  of  the 
forts  of  the  other,  she  snail  be  duended  as  much 
as  possible.  If  she  be  io  port  she  shall  ool  be 
seized  on,  or  attacked,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  other  party  to  protect  her.  And  when  she 
proceeds  to  sea.  no  enemy  shall  be  allowed  to  pur- 
sue her  from  tne  same  port,  within  twenty-four , 
hours  after  her  departure. 

Art.  9.  The  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Tripoli;  the  protecLion  to  be  given  to 
merchants,  masters  of  vessels,  and  seamen ;  the 
reciprocal  right  of  establishing  Consuls  in  each 
country;  and  the  privileges,  immunities,  and  ju- 
risdictions, to  be  enjoyed  by  such  Consuls,  are  de- 
clared to  be  on  the  same  footmg  with  those  of  the 
most  favored  nations  respectively. 

Art.  10.  The  money  and  presents  demanded 
by  the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  as  a  full  and  satisfactory 
consideration  on  his  jnrt,  and  on  the  part  of  his 
fiibjects,  for  this  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  and 
fliendship,  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  re- 
ceived by  him  previous  to  his  signing  the  same, 
according  to  a  receipt  which  is  hereto  annexed, 
except  such  part  as  is  promised,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  delivered  and  paid  by  them 
on  the  arrival  of  their  Consul  in  Tripoli ;  of 
which  part  a  note  is  likewise  hereto  annexed. 
And  no  pretence  of  any  periodical  tribute  of  fur- 
ther payments  is  ever  to  be  made  by  either  party. 

Anr.  11.  As  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  not,  in  any  sense,  founded 
on  the  Christian  religion ;  as  it  has  in  itself  no 


character  of  enmity  against  the  laws,  religion,  or 
tranquillity,  of  Mussnlmen;  and,  as  the  said  Stales 
never  entered  into  any  war,  or  act  of  hostility 
against  any  Mahometan  nation,  it  is  declaied  uf 
the  ^rties.  that  no  pretext,  arising  from  rdtgiaw 
opinions,  snail  ever  produce  an  interruption  of  the 
harmony  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

Art.  12.  In  case  of  any  dispute,  arising  from 
a  violation  of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty, 
no  appeal  shall  be  made  lo  arms ;  nor  shall  vnr 
be  declared  on  any  pretext  whatever.  But  if  the 
Consul,  residing  at  the  place  where  the  dispute 
shall  happen,  shall  npt  be  able  to  settle  the  same, 
an  amicable  reference  shall  be  made  to  the  mn- 
tual  friend  of  the  parties,  the  Dey  of  Algiers ;  die 
parties  hereby  engaging  to  abide  by  bis  decision. 
And  he,  hy  virtue  of  his  signature  to  this  treaty, 
engages  for  himself  and  successors  to  declare  the 
justice  of  the  case,  according  to  the  true  iata- 
pretBtion  <^  the  treaty,  and  to  use  all  the  mnns 
m  his  power  to  enforce  the  ol»ervaoee  of  die 
same. 

Signed  and  sealed  at  Tripoli,  of  Barbary,  the 
3d  day  of  Jnnad,  in  the  year  of  tne  H^»ra  1311— 
corresponding  with  the  4th  day  of  November, 

1796,  by 

JUSSOF  BASHAW  MAHOMET,  Beg. 

MAMET,  Tretuurer. 
AMET,  MmisUr  of  Marine. 
SOLIMAN  KAYA. 
GALEL,  General  of  the  Troopt. 
MAHOMET,  Commander  of  the  C%. 
AMET,  Chamberlain. 
ALLY,  Chufof  the  Divan. 
MAMET,  Secretary. 

Signed  and  sealed  at  Algiers,  the  4th  day  of 
Argill,  1211— corresponding  with  the  3d  day  of 
January,  1797,  by 

HASSAN  BASHAW,  itey, 
And  by  the  a^ent  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  01  Amoica, 

JOEL  BARLOW. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  May  31,  1797.J 
United  Statbs,  May  31,  1797. 
Gentlemen  (f  the  Senate : 

I  nominate  General  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinck- 
ney,  of  South  Carolina,  Francis  Daoa,  Chirf 
Justice  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  Gene- 
ral John  Marshall,  of  Virginia,  lo  be  jointly  and 
severally  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministm 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic. 

After  a  mature  deliberation  on  the  critical  sit- 
uation of  our  relations  with  France,  which  have 
long  engaged  my  most  serious  attention,  I  bare 
determined  on  these  nominations  of  persons  to 
negotiate  with  the  French  Republic,  to  dissipate 
umbrages,  tu  remove  prejudices,  to  rectify  errors, 
and  adjust  all  diffisrences,  by  a  treaty  between 
the  two  Powers. 

It  is,  in  the  present  critical  and  singular  cir* 
cumstances,  of  great  importance  to  engage  the 
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confidence  of  the  ereat  portions  of  the  Union  in 
the  characters  em^uoyed.  and  the  measures  which 
mzf  be  adopted.  I  nave,  therefore,  thought  it  ex- 
pedtent  to  nominate  persous  of  talents  and  integ- 
rity, loag  kooWn^nd  intrusted  in  the  three  great 
dirisions  of  the  Union,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
^ride  against  the  cases  of  de«th,  absence,  india- 
poiition,  or  other  impediment,  to  invest  any  one 
w  nKwe  of  them  vitn  fall  powns. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


SPAIN. 

[Coaamimieated  to  Congnss,  June  18,  m?.] 
RiroST  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  President  of 
die  United  States,  of  the  proceedings  of  Andrew 
EUioott,  Esq^  Commissioner  for  mnoing  the  boands- 
ly  iioe  between  the  United  States  and  East  and 
West  Florida. 

Departmekt  op  Statb,  June  10, 1797. 

The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  reports  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  substance 
of  the  iDformation  received  the  Sth  instant,  from 
Andrew  EUicoit,  Esq.,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Doited  Slates  appointed  to  run  the  boundary  line 
between  tbeir  territory  and  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
colonies  of  East  and  West  Florida. 

Although  Mr.  EUicott  left  Philadelphia  in  Sep- 
tember, 1796,  to  proceed,  by  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  to  the  Natchez,  the  place  appointed 
bj  toe  Treaiy  with  Spain,  at  which  the  Commis- 
lionersof  the  two  Oovernments  were  to  meet 
yetj  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  he  did  not  reach  its  mouth  until  the  19th 
vi  December  ;  two  days  after  which,  both  the 
OhioandMiasisBtppi  werealmostfrozen  over.  On 
theSlstof  January  the  ice  began  to  give  way,  and 
tbeir  store-boat  arriving  on  the  28tb,  they  proceed- 
ed the  3l!>t  for  the  Natchez.  On  the  21st  of  Febm- 
iry,  Mr.  Ellicott  received  a  letter  (No.  1)  from 
Hu  Catholic  Majesty's  Governor,  Gayoso  de  Le- 
nuM,  dated  at  the  Natchez,  the  17th  or  February, 
mentioning  the  information  he  had  received  of  his 
appnacbing  arrival,  attended  by  a  military  guard 
and  some  woodsmen,  and  desiring  that  the  troops 
mi^ht  beleft  about  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre, 
asugning  for  his  reason  that,  thereby,  every  un- 
foreseen misunderstaoding  between  the  troops  of 
the  two  Powers  would  be  prevented.  With  ihis 
request,  from  views  of  accommodation,  Mr.  Elli- 
eou  complied.  Bayou  Pierre  is  about  sixty  miles 
^ve  the  Natchez. 

On  the  34th  of  February,  Mr.  Ellicott  reached 
the  NateheK,  and  immediately  by  a  letter  aeqnaint- 
ed  Governor  Gayoso  of  his  arrival.  The  Gover- 
nor, on  the  same  day,  returned  an  answer,  (No.  2.) 
The  day  following  they  had  an  interview,  and 
fixed  on  the  19tb  of  March  to  proceed  down  the 
river  to  Oiaiteville,  near  which  place  it  was  sup- 
posed the  line  would  commence.  The  Monday 
idlowing,  February  37tfa,  Mr.  EllicoU  wrote  a 
letter  (No.  3)  to  the  Banm  de  Ciuroiidelet.  His 


Catholic  Majesty's  Governor  General  of  Lonisia- 
na,  and  the  Commissioner  named  by  the  Court  of 
Spain,  for  ascertainiog  the  boundary  line,  to  in- 
form him  of  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez,  as  the 
Commissioner  of  the  United  States.  The  Ba- 
ron's answer,  (No.  4)  dated  March  1st,  was  re- 
ceived the  9th,  and  on  the  same  day  Governor 
Gayoeo  waited  on  Mr.  Ellicott,  and  inionned  him 
that  the  Baron,  in  consequence  of  interesting  con- 
cerns below,  had  declined  to  attend,  and  that  the 
whole  business  had  devolved  on  him.  Mr.  Elli- 
cott expressed  hi!)  satisfaction,  because  he  expect- 
ed that  he,  Governor  Gayoso,  would  immediately 
be  ready  to  proceed.  The  Governor  answered: 
"  No  time  shall  be  lost ;  but  I  fear  1  shall  not  be 
ready  by  the  9th ;  and,  although  the  Baron  de- 
clines acting,  on  account  of  the  business  which 
demands  his  constant  attention  at  Orleans,  he  is, 
nevertheless,  desirous  of  having  an  interview  with 
you ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  has  ordered  a  galley  to 
be  fitted  up  for  your  use  and  accommodation  to 
New  Orleans."  Mr.  Ellicott  considered  that  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  required 
the  Commissioners  for  running  the  Donndary  line 
to  meet  at  the  Natchez;  and  that  being  then  at 
his  post,  it  was  bis  duty  to  remain  there  until  the 
Spanish  Commissioner  should  be  ready  to  proceed 
with  him  to  the  place  where  the  line  should  com- 
mence; and,  therefore,  he  declined  the  Baron's 
invitation. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  Mr.  Ellicott  encamp- 
ed at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Natchez, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fort  occnpiett 
by  the  Spanish  troops;  and,  two  days  after,  hoist- 
ed the  flag  of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  he 
received  a  verbal  message  from  Governor  Grayoso, 
by  his  aid,  Major  Minor,  desiring  the  flag  might 
be  taken  down,  which  Mr.  Ellicott  declined  doing. 
The  request  was  not  repeated.  Here  Mr.  SllicoU 
began  his  astronomical  observations,  and  found 
the  hill  on  which  he  was  encamped  to  be  in  lati- 
tude 31  degrees  33  minutes  46  seconds,  or  about 
39  miles  north  of  the  south  boundary  of  the 
United  Stales. 

In  this  situation  Mr.  Ellicott  was  told  alarming 
stories  about  the  unfavorable  disposition  of  the 
Indians,  under  an  idea  that  the  United  States 
were  nieditating  their  destruction.  The  whole 
settlement  was  for  some  days  swarming  with 
them,  and  they  frequently  went  about  bis  camp 
with  drawn  knives.  For  his  own  safety  he  fre- 
quently issued  provisions  to  them.  Thus  criti- 
cally circumstanced,  he,  on  the  11th  of  March, 
wrote  to  Governor  Gayoso  the  letter,  (No.  5)  to 
which  he  received  the  answer,  (No.  6.)  But,  in 
the  mean  time,  Mr.  Ellicott  bad  sent  an  expreas 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  escort  (consist- 
ing only  of  twenty-five  men)  which,  in  eomidi- 
ance  with  Uie  Governor's  first  request,  he  had 
left  sixty  miles  up  the  river,  to  come  down  di- 
rectly to  the  Natchez;  and  being  determined  not 
to  countermand  this  order,  he,  on  the  13th,  wrote 
to  Governor  Gayoso  the  letter  No.  7,  propoaioff 
Bacon's  landing,  about  a  mile  below  his  camp, 
for  the  station  oi  his  escort ;  but  before  this  letter 
was  seat,  he  had  an  interriew  with  the  Governor, 
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who  undertook  to  prove  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  the  whole  patty  from  the  United  States 

Soiog  down  the  river  to  Clarke's  place,  and  closed 
is  reasoniDg,  by  observiag  that,  if  the  escort  did 
land  at  the  Natchez,  he  Bhould  consider  il  as  an 
insult  offered  to  the  King,  hia  master.  Ui.  SUi- 
cott  then  tellioff  the  Governor  that  he  should  send 
him  immediately  an  answer,  in  writing,  observed, 
that  the  desire  which  was  constantly  manifested 
to  draw  him  from  that  j^ace  (the  Natchez)  ap- 
peared very  singular,  as  it  was  designated  in  the 
Uite  treaty  between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States,  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  tbe 
CommissioDers }  and,  therefore,  that  he  should 
reject  every  proposition  that  was  intended  to  draw 
him  from  his  present  situation,  until  the  Com- 
missioner  and  surveyor  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  of 
Soain  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  To 
wiiieh  the  Governor  replied,  "Sir.  yon  either 
mistake  my  meaning,  or  1  have  expressed  myself 
very  badly.  I  do  not  want  you  to  leave  this 
place;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  desirous  for 
jon  to  take  up  your  residence  in  my  house;  you 
will  live  there  much  more  comfortably  than  in  a 
tent."  Mr.  EUieott  said  that  his  tent  was  much 
more  agreeable  than  a  palace ;  for,  in  his  camp  he 
enjoyed  an  independence  eharaeteriatic  of  the  na- 
tion he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  EUieott  sent  bis  letter,  No.  7,  and 
the  same  day  received  the  Governor's  answer^No. 
8,  expressmg  his  eatire  satisfaction  with  Mr.  Elli- 
eott's  sentimeat^  as  uniformly  agreeing  with  his 
own,  in  everything  which  could  combine  the  mu- 
tual interests  of  the  two  nations. 

The  evening  following,  (March  15th,)  Mr.  Elli- 
cou's  arrived  at  the  lutding.  and  the  next  day 
went  down  to  the  place  he  had  proposed  for  their 
station. 

The  officer  of  tbe  escort  having  found  in  the 
settlement  a  number  of  deserters  from  the  Ame- 
rican army,  took  them  up.  This  occasioned  some 
Terbal  communications  between  Governor  Qay- 
oao  and  Mr.  EUieott,  tbe  (otmv  desiring  the  de- 
serters might  be  dismissed.  Mr.  EUieott  there- 
upon propwed  this  arrangement :  That  such  de- 
serters from  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as 
came  into  that  country  and  took  the  protection  of 
the  Spanish  Government,  prior  to  the  time  fixed 
by  the  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of  the  posts, 
should,  for  the  present,  remain  unmolested ;  but 
that  such  as  had  come  to  that  country  since  that 
time,  should  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  detained. 

About  tbe  time  Mr.  Ellicttft's  escort  arrived, 
tbe  principal  part  of  the  artillery  was  taken  oat 
of  the  fort  and  carried  to  the  landing,  and  every 
ai^earanee  made  of  a  speedy  evacuatiw;  but, 
on  the  83d  of  March,  great  industrr  was  used  in 
carryins  cannon  back  to  the  fort,  wnieh  were  im- 
mediately remounted.  This  gave  great  alarm  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  who  generally  man- 
ifested a  desire  of  being  declared  subjects  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  at  once  to  renounce  the  Span- 
ish jurisdiction.  In  order  to  quiet  the  mioda  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  be  able  to  give  them  some 
reasons  for  the  Governor's  conduct,  which  now 
began  to  be  considered  as  hostile  to  the  United 


States,  Mr.  EUieott,  on  tbe  23d  of  March,  wrote 
tbe  letter  No.  9,  which  was  followed  by  a  note, 
No.  10,  to  which  he  received  the  Governor's  aa- 
swer,  No.  11.  This  answer,  containing  mforaaa- 
tion  that  the  important  bosinesfof  raaniiig  the 
boundary  line  diould  soon  be  eommeoced,  and  an 
assurance  that  nothing  eonld  prevent  the  raigion 
compliance  with  the  treaty,  Mr.  Ellicott  expressed 
his  satisfaction  in  his  letter  to  the  Goreraor, 
No.  13. 

It  being  now  reported  that  the  American  troops 
would  be  down  in  a  few  days,  the  Governor  aent, 
by  his  aid,  to  Mr.  EUlicott,  an  open  letter  from  the 
Governor, directed  to  Capt.  Pope,  who,  it  was  said, 
commanded  those  troops,  informing  him  that,  for 
sundry  reasons,  it  would  be  prop^,  and  oon<hKiTe 
to  tbe  harmony  of  the  two  nations,  for  himsdf 
and  tbe  detachment  under  bis  command,  to  re- 
main at  or  near  the  place  where  the  letter  should 
meet  him,  netU  the  posts  should  be  evaenated ; 
and,  as  every  preparatHm  was  makiBg  for  that  ptB<- 
pose,  the  delay  would  be  but  for  a  fewdars,  waen 
ne  would  be  nappy  to  see  than  at  the  NatehcK. 
This  proposal  to  Captain  Pope,  the  Qovemor,  in 
his  letter,  No.  13,  desired  Mr.  EUieott  to  seeond. 
Upon  reading  tbe  leUer,  Mr.  Ellicott  observed  to 
Major  Minor,  that  it  was  impossiUe  for  him  to  join 
in  tne  Governor's  request  to  Captain  Pope,  as  it 
was  well  known  to  nim  (Mr.  EUieott)  that,  in- 
stead of  evacuating  the  posts,  they  were  roanng 
them  more  defensible.  However,  Mr.  Ellicott 
said  he  would  write  a  lener  to  the  officer  eooi- 
mading  tbe  detachment,  and  requested  Major  Bfi- 
nor,  (as  he  was  to  be  tbe  bearer  of  the  GovenH»*s 
letter  to  the  Walout  Hills,)  to  take  charge  of  it ;  to 
which  he  had  no  objection.   This  letter  is  No.  14. 

On  tbe  28th  of  Surcfa,  the  Governor  issued  the 
^oclamation  No.  15,  b»ring  the  date  of  March 
29th,  and  another.  No.  Id,  baring  the  same  date, 
^th  the  avowed  object  of  quietmg  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants;  but  they  produced  a  C(mtrary 
effect.  As  soon  as  the  Qovemor  discovered  Am, 
he  requested  two  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  t» 
inform  Mr.  EUieott  that  he.  the  Governor,  had  re- 
ceived directions  from  the  Oenerat-in-ehief,  tbe 
BaroD  de  Carondelet,  to  have  the  artiUery  and 
miliury  stores  expeditiously  removed  from  the 
forts,  which  were  immediately  to  be  given  up  to 
the  troops  of  tbe  United  States,  upon  tneir  amvaL 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  inculcate  this  report,  but 
it  did  not  remove  ssspicions.  In  (xder,  theretrae, 
to  obuin  a  direct  explanation, Mr.  Btiioott,on  ^ 
31st  of  March,  wrote  to  the  Governor  the  letter 
No.  17,  enclosing  two  paragraphs,  No.  18,  of  n 
address  he  had  received  from  a  niunber  of  rcspeet- 
abte  inhabitants  of  the  district.  The  GoTcnmr^ 
answer,  No.  19,  of  the  same  date,  conSnned  entj 
susiHcion,  as  it  contained  an  e]q>Ueit  dedarmtioa 
that  hu  General  had  given  him  positive  orden  to 
suspend  the  evacuation  of  the  poets  until  the  two 
Governments  should  determine  whetherthe  works 
were  to  be  left  standing,  or  to  be  demolished,  and 
untU,  by  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty,  the 
real  property  of  the  inhabitants  should  be  second  j 
agreeably  to  his  proclamations,  in  which  the 
Qoremor  thought  proper  to  teU  the  infaabitmnis 
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that  DegoliatKHis  were  on  foot  between  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  and  the  United  States,  for  the  ad- 
I'ostineDt  of  that  and  other  matters.  It  may  not 
M  improper  to  remark  that  no  sach  negotiation 
hat  existed,  and  that  this  is  the  first  time  that 
these  objections  to  the  eTacnation  of  the  posts 
hare  been  heard  of.  This  peremptory  decmra- 
tiim  of  Governor  Gayoso  requires  no  eomment. 

Hi.  Ellicott  says,  that  with  the  exception  of 
about  eiffht  persons,  including  some  <meers,  all 
Ae  inhabitants  of  tne  Natch^  district,  (within 
the  limits  of  the  United  Stales,)  are  desirous  of 
coaling  under  their  inrisdiction,  and  to  have  a 
QoTcrament  established  there,  similar  to  that 
Northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio.  My  inquiries  en- 
able me  to  add,  thai  the  population  amounts  to 
icar  four  thousand  souls. 

Mr.  BUicott  further  informs,  that  he  has  not  only 
reisoD  to  believe,  but  is  certain  that  many  grants 
for  lands  in  that  district  have  been  givea  out  by 
the  officers  of  the  Qovernment  of  Looisiaoa,  since 
die  ratification  of  the  late  treaty,  and  that  their 
sorreyors  are  now  executing  the  surveys. 

Oa  the  14th  of  April,  when  Mr.  BUicott  was 
folding  up  his  despatches,  he  reeeived  from  Got- 
emor  Gayoso  the  letter  No.  20,  of  that  date,  com- 
plaioing  of  the  enlistment  of  persons  in  that  dis- 
trict, as  an  infriogement  of  the  rights  of  His  Cath- 
<^  Majesty,  aod  requesting  that  the  persons  en- 
listed might  be  discharged.  To  whicn  Mr.  Elli- 
cott inunediatelv  returned  the  answer  No.  21, 
observing  that  the  matter  required  inTestigatioo, 
batassorins  Governor  Gayoso  that  he  would  be 
careful  Deiiher  to  infringe  the  rishis  of  the  subjects 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty^  nor  wUlingly  suffer  tnose 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  infringed. 

The  bearer  of  Mr.  ElUcott's  despatches  informs 
m«  that,  before  he  left  the  Natchez,  they  had  heard 
that  two  gunboats  were  preparing  at  New  Or- 
leans to  bring  up  reinforcements  J  and,  sinee  his 
utiral,  I  have  received  infonnatitm  which,  con- 
Mcied  with  this  detail  of  facts,  is  entitled  to  belief, 
ibat,  about  the  10th  of  May.  three  la^  ^ts.  full 
of  troops,  besides  a  party  by  land,  set  off  irom 
New  Orleans  for  the  Natchez.  It  was  added,  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  off  the  Continental  troops 
that  had  takea  possession,  agreeably  to  the  late 
treaty.  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Jdiib  12, 1797. 
I  have  just  received  from  the  Seeretanr  of  War 
two  letters,  (which  I  have  numbered  22  and 
^)  dated  the  18tb  of  December,  1796,  from  the 
often  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  commanding  the 
post  at  New  Madrid,  one  addressed  to  the  late 
Qeaeral  Wayne,  and  the  other  to  Lieutenant 
Taylor,  whom  the  General  seat  thither  with  let- 
Ian  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  ddiveiy 
of  (be  posts  occupied  by  His  Catholic  Majesty^ 
tnops  within  the  territory  of  the  United  stales ; 
by  vAieh  it  i^^teara  that  the  evaeaation  of  those 
posts  ms  at  tut  time  proposed  to  be  deferred, 
nody  beeaase  the  water  of  the  Mississippi  was 
M>  lew  as  to  render  the  transport  of  artillery, 
vary  diffienlt,  aod  the  navigation  dangerous. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


No.  1. 

Mannd  Gayoso  da  LemoB  to  the  HimoraUe  A.  Ellkott. 

Natcbez,  jF^frruorjr  17, 1797. 

Sir:  Srane  gentlemen  that  Jefk  you  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  have  informed  me  of  vour  ap* 
proachmg  arrival  here,  and  that,  to  attena  you  on 
your  commission,  you  bring  a  military  ouard  and 
some  woodsmen.  It  is  wiui  pleasure  that  I  pro- 
pose myself  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  here, 
and  to  make  your  acquaintance.  Tfaougn  I  do  not 
conceive  that  the  least  difficulty  will  arise  re- 
specting the  execution  of  the  part  of  the  treaty  in 
which  you  arc  an  acting  person ;  yet,  as  we  are 
not  prepared  to  evacuate  the  posts  immediately, 
for  want  of  the  vessels  that  I  expect  to  arrive  soon, 
I  find  it  indispensable  to  request  you  to  leave  the 
troops  about  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  where 
they  may  be  provided  with  all  their  necessaries, 
which  you  can  regulate  on  your  arrival  here.  By 
this  means,  every  unforeseen  misunderstanding 
will  be  {nrerented  between  His  Majesty's  troops 
and  those  of  the  United  States ;  besides,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  some  arrangements  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  on  which  subject  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  entertaining  you  when  we  meet. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  the 
satisfaction  I  feel  in  being  appointed  to  act  in  eon- 
cert  with  you,  though  your  nrst  interview  is  to  be 
with  the  Qeoeral-in-chief  of  this  province.  I 
hare  the  honor  to  be,  <bc., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

The  Htm.  A.  Ellicott. 


No.  2. 

Banm  de  Oanmd^t  to  the  Honorable  A.  EtHcott 
Natchkz,  February  24,  1797. 

Sib  :  By  your  favor  of  this  day,  delivered  to  me 
by  Mr.  Nolan,  I  learn  with  pleasure  your  arrival 
at  this  post,  in  the  character  of  Commissioner  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain  the  botud- 
aries  between  the  territories  of  His  Most  Catholic 
Majesty  and  the  said  United  States.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.f 

BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

No.  a 

Hon.  Andrew  ElKoott  to  tin  Baron  de  Carondelet 

Natcbez,  February  27,  1797. 

StR :  It  is  with  pleasure  I  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  you  of  my  safe  arrival  at  this 
place,  as  Commissioner  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  ascertaining  the  boundaries  between 
the  territories  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  and 
those  of  the  United  States. 

The  polite  manner  in  which  I  have  been  re- 
ceived at  die  jMwta  on  the  Mississippi,  now  in  pos- 
session of  Hu  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  donands 
my  thanks  and  gratitude,  and  am  m  hopes  that  a 
similar  conduct  will  be  observed  on  ourpart.  IhaTe 
the  honor  to  be,  Ac., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

The  Baron  De  CiROiinELBT. 
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No.  4. 

Btion  de  Ctrondelet  to  the  Hon.  A.  BlUcott. 

New  ORLEANa,  Mardt  1, 1797. 

Dear  Sis  :  I  harereceired.  withereat  satislac- 
(ioD,  your  friendly  letter  of  the  27tn  of  February 
last  J  in  coQMqaence  of  which,  I  coagraiukte  you 
00  your  arriTal  in  this  country  in  the  character  of 
Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
run  the  diriding  line  between  the  territories  of  His 
Most  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States. 
You  likewise  did  me  the  faror  to  mention  with 
what  kindness  and  attention  you  were  received  at 
the  different  posts,  as  well  as'  by  the  whole  Gov- 
ernment under  my  direction  ;  snd,  from  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  your  nation,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
the  same  conduct  will  be  observed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  God  guard  you,  most  excel- 
lent, sir. 

BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 
Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq. 


No.  5. 

Hon.  A.  EUioott  to  Manuel  Gayow  de  Lemoa. 

Natcuez,  March  11, 1797. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  The  conduct  of  the  Indians  yes- 
terday and  last  night,  owing  principally  to  tneir 
constant  ittate  of  intoxication,  renders  it  absolutely 
necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  recourse  to  my 
military  escort  for  protection.  The  discipline  of 
oar  army  is  such,  that  you  may  rest  assured  none 
of  the  inconveniences  mentioned  in  your  first  com- 
mimication  to  me  are  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
escort  being  stationed  at  this  place  on  our  part. 
And,  as  the  attendance  of  the  guard  formsi  a  part 
of  the  treaty  now  carrying  into  effect  between 
His  Most  Catholic  Maje^tty  and  the  United  States. 
-  which  I  am  authorized  to  declare  will  be  observed 
by  the  nation  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent  with 
sood  faith  and  punctuality,  I  must  request  the 
favor  of  you  to  withdraw  your  objections  against 
my  escort  joining  me  at  this  place  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible.   I  am,  dtc. 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

His  Excellency, 

Manoel  Qatobo  de  Lehos. 


No.  6. 

Manuel  Gayow  de  Lemoa  to  the  Bon.  A.  EUieott 
Natchez,  March  12, 1797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  This  morning  1  had  the  pleas- 
are  to  receive  youramicable  communication, da t^ 
yesterday.  I  give  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  hav- 
ing e8tablishe<rthis  form  of  intercourse,  as  it  will 
make  our  business  more  easy,  and,  indeed^  it  is 
more  conformable  to  the  sincore  friendship  we 
have  contracted. 

In  answer  to  your  said  letter,  I  will  remark,  that 
such  conduct  of  the  Indians  is  not  customary  here ; 
I  foresaw  that  it  would  happen,  from  the  moment 
you  showed  a  desire  of  bavtog  your  c(Aon  flying, 


before  all  the  transactions  were  terminated ;  know- 
ing the  Indians  as  well  as  I  do,  this  was  the  rea- 
son of  the  objections  I  offered  the  moment  1  saw 
it  hoisted,  for  otherwise  I  know  it  Tery  well,  that 
it  is  frequently  used  by  the  representatives  of  any 
nation  in  a  foreign  country ;  it  is  eren  done  in 
Spain  by  foreign  Consuls.  I  am  sorry  you  should 
have  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  this 
particular  circumstance,  and  that  urged  by  such 
e^ts  to  wish  to  have  by  you  y^our  escort.  1  have 
not  the  least  objection  that  it  should  be  called 
from  its  actual  station ;  but  as  it  is  my  duty,  and 
that  I  am  answerable  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country  that  is  intrusted  to  my  charge,  I  must  pro- 
pose to  you  a  method  that  will  answer  every  good 
and  satisfactory  purpose.  Had  not  you  been  un- 
luckily stopped  on  your  voyage  to  this  country, 
you  would  nave  had  immediately  the  General  of 
the  province  here,  to  begin  the  operation  of  de- 
marking  the  divisorr  line  between  the  territories 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  He  had  every  necessary  pre- 
paration to  attend  to  the  business;  but  siace  the 
time  he  had  a  right  to  expect  the  Commissioaers 
of  the  United  States,  the  war  with  England  has 
taken  place,  aud  his  cares  thereby  increased,  yet 
he  expected  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  come 
to  meet  you  at  Daniel  Clarke's,  Esquire,  which 

Elace  is  near  the  point  of  the  31  degrees ;  but  he 
as  found  it  impossible,  as  it  would  oblige  him  to 
make  too  loog  an  absence  from  New  Orleans; 
therefore  it  is  myself  that  will  have  the  honor  to 
accompany  you  on  that  important  commission,  cai 
behalf  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  This  is  the 
moment  when  I  am  in  want  of  every  individual 
thine,  both  for  my  person,  aod  for  the  attendants 
of  the  commission,  though  the  Geometer,  and 
other  officers  that  are  to  he  employed,  are  already 
on  their  way  from  New  Orleans,  and  will  stop  at 
Clarksville,  where  I  shall  go  myself  as  soon  as  my 
equipage  arrives  from  the  capital;  but  this  will 
inevitably  take  some  time,  therefore  the  plan  that 
I  wish  to  arrange  with  you,  will  be  to  make  Lof- 
tus's  Cliffii  oar  pointof  r&uaion.  This  place  is  a 
short  distance  from  Clarksville,  and  it  is  a  very 
healthy  situation ;  there  I  will  send  everything 
cuDcerniog  the  Spanish  commission;  and  that 
will  be  the  most  convenient  place  to  fcstablishj  for 
"a  while,  your  bead-quarters,  under  your  military 
escort.  By  adopting  this  n^easure,  you  will  have 
your  people  together,  and  the  most  distant  disa- 
greeanle  occarrence  avoided,  as  I  am  positively 
confident  that  some  would  bappen  by  the  con- 
junction here,  as  you  propose.  It  is  troe,  that  by 
the  treaty  an  escort  is  supposed,  and  even  recora- 
mended  to  each  commission,  but  it  is  to  be  on  the 
line,  and  not  at  a  distance  from  it,  where  it  would 
interfere  with  other  business ;  therefore,  I  feel  aen- 
sibly  hurt  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  consent  to 
the  landing  of  the  troops  in  this  [tlacej  though  I 
have  not  the  least  objection  on  their  going  direct- 
ly to  Loftus's  Cliffs. 

1  have  given  the  most  positive  orders  to  prevent 
the  Indians  getting  liquor;  and  to  their  interpreter 
I  have  given  the  strictest  charge  to  be  alwavs  in 
Vght,  and  to-morrow  I  expect  that  they  wiU  re- 
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more  to  some  distance  from  heacp.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be, 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Elucott. 

No.  7. 

Hod.  a.  EUkott  to  Muiuel  Gajoso  de  Lemos. 

Natchez,  March  13,  2797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  yesterday  was 
handed  to  me  in  good  time,  which  woald  have 
been  answered  sooner,  had  not  the<storm  last  night 
pierented  me  from  writing  in  my  lent.  Your  let- 
ter, as  well  as  many  circumstances  which  have 
come  to  my  fcnowredge,  contain  fresh  proofs  of 
pur  desire  to  promote  good  order  and  harmony 
m  this  part  of  the  country.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  sup- 
pose that  any  tnconVenieDce  could  possibly  arise, 
or  the  peace  of  this  settlement  be  disturbed,  by  the 
arrifaland  landing  of  the  escort  which  1  left  at 
Bafoa  Pierre:  if  I  did  suppose  the  contrary,  I 
trust  that  I  should  be  one  of  the  last  persons  to 
pH^wie  the  measure.  In  my  opinion,  the  escort 
which  accompanied  me  is  as  much  bound  to  ob- 
Mrregood  order  io  this  country  as  the  troops  of 
Hit  Catholic  Majesty.  This  is  not  an  o|Hnion  of 
the  day;  it  has  nniformly  been  mine  ever  since  I 
left  the  seat  of  oor  Qoremment:  in  consequence 
1^  which,  immediately  upon  entering  the  Missis- 
sippi, I  issued  a  standing  order  that,  when  any  of 
our  party,  the  military  mcluded,  should  be  at  any 
place  where  the  jurisdiction  was  exercised  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  the  laws  and  usages  of  that 
Qoreroment  should  be  observed  and  submitted  to 
in  the  most  pointed  manner.  The  escorts,  by  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty,  are  intended  for  our  mutual 
proEection  against  straggling  hostile  Indians,  and 
the  preservation  of  our  stores.  This  appears  to  be 
their  whole  business. 

As  I  hope  that  mere  punctilios  may  never  inter- 
rupt oar  friendship,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Indians 
having  become  more  peaceable  since  the  night  be- 
fore last,  I  am  less  anxious  for  the  escort*s  being 
ttaiioned  at  my  present  encampment:  I  would, 
therefore,  to  prevent  any  disturbance  or  misander- 
nanding,  propose  that  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  escort  which  accompanied  me  to  Bayou  Pierre, 
he  directed  to  proceed  down  the  river  to  Bacon 
liSnding,  from  whence  he  may  come  to  this  place 
lad  procure  such  necessaries  as  he  may  be  in  want 
of  for  the  ensuing  season. 

As  this  is  the  place  designatec!  by  the  treaty  fur 
Mr  meeting,  and  noaking  our  arrangements  for 
nrrying  on  the  business.  I  conceive  there  would 
wan  impropriety  in  my  leaving  it  till  your  Ex- 
Mtlency  is  ready  to  join  me  in  fixing  the  first 
point  of  latitude.   I  am.  Ac, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Note.— The  last  two  paragraphs  were  added  af- 
ttta  private  conversation  with  the  Qovernor. 

No.e. 

Hmnel  OayoH  de  Lomoff  to  the  H<m.  A.  EOioott. 

Natchez,  March  14,  1797. 
Ut  Dear  Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  ae-, 
5th  Con.— 99 


knowledge  the  reception  of  your  favor,  dated  of 
yesterday,  and  am  very  happy  to  find  that  our 
sentiments  uniformly  agree  in  everything  that  can 
combine  the  mutual  interests  of  our  nations;  and 
I  pledoje  you  my  honor  and  friendship,  that  every 
step  of  my  conduct  shall  be  guided  by  this  princi- 
ple, impressed  in  me  by  my  duty,  ana  by  the  very 

g articular  attachment  I  have  for  you.  I  have  the 
onor  to  be,  &.c., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
The  Hon.  Andbbw  Ellicott. 


No.  9. 

Hon.  A.  EUicott  to  Manael  Oayoso  de  Lemos. 

Natchez,  March  24, 1797. 
My  Dear  Sir:  The  remounting  of  the  cannon 
at  this  place  at  the  very  time  when  our  troops  are 
daily  expected  down  to  take  possession  of  it,  the 
insolent  treatment  which  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  received  at  the  Walnut  Hills,  and 
the  delay  in  the  business  upon  which  I  came,  con- 
cur in  giving  me  reasons  to  suppose,  that  the 
treaty  will  not  be  observed  with  the  same  good 
faith  and  punctuality  by  the  subjects  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  as  it  will  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  hope  your  fixcelleocy  will  give  such 
an  explanation  of  the  above,  as  lo  remove  my 
doubts  and  apprehensions,  which  lam  afraid  have 
been  too  justly  excited.   I  am,  Ac, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
His  Ezc'y  M.  Gatoso  de  Lehob: 

No.  10. 

March  23, 1797. 

Mr.  EUicoti's  compliments  to  his  friend  Gov- 
ernor Gayoso,  and  wishes  to  be  informed,  whether 
the  following  information  which  he  received  this 
day,  "that all  the  worka  at  the  Chickasaw  Blnffi 
have  been  either  demolished  or  carried  to  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  and  that  every  exertion  u 
making  at  the  Walnut  Hills  to  put  that  post  in  a 
state  of  defence,"  be  correct  i 

No.  11. 

His  Excellency  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemoa  to  Andrew 
Ellicott,  Esqaire. 

Natchez,  March  23, 1797. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  now  received  your 
communication  of  this  day,  by  which  I  am  sorry 
to  find  the  construction  you  pot  on  the  storing  <a 
the  ammunitions  that  came  from  the  Walnnt 
Hills  in  this  lort.  I  have  no  other  place  to  put 
them  in,  for  it  would  be  imprudent  to  leave  them 
exposed  in  an  insecure  place  at  a  time  when  the 
Indians  might  take  advantage  of  us,  if  they  found 
that  in  the  present  circum^itances  we  acted  with- 
out the  necessary  precautions;  at  the  time  you 
see  me  conducting  ammunitions  to  the  fort,  you 
will  likewise  see  as  many  go  out  of  it  for  the  Ar- 
kansas, to  reinforce  that  posL  which  will  now  be 
exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Osage  Indians, 
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who  io  the  last  seasoD  pillaged  the  white  hunters 
of  that  country. 

I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  any  ill  treat- 
meat  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  should 
have  received  at  the  Walnut  Hills:  if  you  mean 
the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  General-in-chief 
of  this  province,  to  demolish  that  post,  it  was  in 
consequence  of  oar  treaty  with  the  Indians,  that 
they  might  hare  no  just  reason  to  complain  of  our 
condact :  bat,  since  I  have  been  informed  of  their 
unsettled  disposition,  I  have  sent  counter  orders  to 
suspend  everything  that  might  injure  the  actual 
state  of  those  fortifications;  and,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, shall  not  move  anything  dse  antil 
the  arrival  of  the  American  troops,  that  are  daily 
expected. 

For  the  uaaToidable  detention  that  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  beginning  the  tine,  you  know  the  rea- 
sons ; but  they  sbalisoon  be  removed,  as  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Oaitlemard  is  far  on  bis  way  up,  and, 
at  his  arrlral,  this  important  business  shall  be 
begun. 

1  do  assure  you  that  there  is  nothing  that  can 
prevent  the  religious  compliance  of  the  treaty, 
though  I  might  observe  that  the  conduct  of  some 
posoDs  that  seem  to  afiect  an  immediate  interest 
with  the  United  States  is  such,  as  tooccopy  my 
attention.  I  request  that  you  will  be  so  kmd  as 
to  take  such  measures  as  to  suppress  untimely  ex- 
pressions, that  can  only  tend  to  disturb  the  tran 
quillity  of  the  public,  of  which  I  am  solely  an 
awerable  for  the  present. 

As  I  was  finisbinji;  this,  Mr.  Gillespie  brought  to 
me  your  note,  inquiring  if  the  worku  at  the  Bluffs 
had  been  destroyed  or  removed  to  the  other  side 
of  the  river  ? 

What  I  have  already  said  concerning  our  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  I  suppose,  has  guided  the  Gene- 
ral of  this  province  to  take  that  step.  I  really  do 
not  know  whether  they  are  destroyed,  or  not.  I 
give  you  my  word  that  I  did  not  know  what  was 
to  be  done  tnere ;  and  it  is  only  by  Baron  Bastrop 
that  I  learn  that  that  post  would  soon  be  evacuat- 
ed :  but  as  this  is  a  Uiing  that  only  regards  the 
General  of  the  province,  I  cannot  account  for  it, 
nor  can  I  say  more  on  the  subject,  as  all  the  orders 
proceed  from  him — that  post  being  entirely  out  of 
mj  jnrisdictioa.  My  dear  sir,  &c^ 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

The  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott. 


No.  12. 

Andrew  ElHcott,  Esq.,  to  His  ExceUeney  Manuel  Gty- 
Ofo  de  Lemoe. 

Natchez,  March  24, 1797. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  It  is  with  pleasure  I  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  very  satis- 
factory letter  of  yesterday.  You  may  rest  assured 
that  I  hare,  and  shall  continue  to  discountenance 
every  measure,  and  the  propagation  of  any  opin- 
ion, which  may  hare  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 
good  order  and  harmony  of  this  settlement.  I 
shall  close  this,  with  requesting  that  ihe  Com 


mandant  at  the  Walnut  Hills  be  directed  to  treat 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  with  politeness 
when  they  stop  at  that  post,  as  a  contrary  cooduct 
may  be  attended  with  disagreeable  consequences 
on  a  river  which  both  nations  have  an  equal  right 
to  Davigate.   I  am,  &c., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
His  Exc*y  M.  Gatoso  de  Lehos. 


No.  13. 

His  Excellent^  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemot  to  Andmr 

Ellicott,  Esq. 
Natchez,  Mairh  25, 1797. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  By  every  report  you  are  le- 
quainted  with  the  confirmation  of  erenrthing  I 
hare  told  you  concerning  our  business.  Von  know 
that  Lieutenant  ColonelGuillemard  will  be  here 
rery  soon,  and  that  immediately  we  shall  proceed 
to  the  running  of  the  line.  But  as  nothing  tnl 
friendly  arrangements  are  to  guide  our  conduct,!! 
is  necessary  to  avoid  every  shadow  of  compu- 
sion.  By  the  contents  of  my  letter  to  CiMiB 
Pope,  you  will  see  my  reasons  j  therefore,  1  le* 
quest  that  yon  will  join  a  couple  of  lines,  to  amid 
any  more  writing. 

I  am  surrounded  by  many  people  who  have  bu- 
siness, this  being  court  day,  though  I  have  tried  to 
disembarrass  myself,  but  cannot  wait  upon  yon. 
I  am,  &c., 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEHOS. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott. 


No.  14. 

Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq.,  to  Lieutenant 

Natchez,  Mauvk  35, 1797. 
Dear  Sir:  This  will  be  handed  yaa  by  l^or 
Minor,  a  friend  of  mine,  an  oflScer  in  the  wrnce 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  ;  your  polite  attention  to 
him  will  be  considered  as  a  particular  favor  con- 
ferred upon  me.  By  order  of  Governor  €hiyoia 
his  letter  to  you  of  ibis  day  has  been  shown  to  mei 
his  request  for  you  and  the  troops  under  roar 
command  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  timeatwre 
this  place,  appears  to  me  a  rery  extraordinary  ooe ; 
sufficient  time  has  already  been  given  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  evacuation  of  all  the  posts  oo 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  abore  the  31sl  it- 
eree  of  north  latitude ;  and  from  the  troops  of 
lUis  Catholic  Majesty  carrying  up  and  remount- 
ing the  cannon  at  this  i^ace,  f  cannot  pretend  to 
say  that  an  eTaeoBtioD  is  really  intended  in  ur 
reasonable  time.  Fromthi8cin!amstance.l8hoiila 
conclude  that  tbe  sooner  yon  are  l|ere  the  betur. 
However,  as  I  have  no  control  over  the  deitioi* 
tion  of  tbe  troops  of  the  United  States,  except  my 
own  escort,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  your 
instructions  are  sufficiently  pointed  to  direct  jfour 
conduct.  Please  to  accept  of  my  sincere  w«h« 
for  tbe  safe  and  speedy  arrival  of  yourself  and 
troops  at  this  [4ace ;  and  am.  dtc., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Lieutenant  Pope. 
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No.  15. 

Dra  Manuel  Qtjoao  de  Lemos,  Brigtdwr  in  the  royal 
anuM,  Gorenior  Militaiy  and  CiWl  oTNatdm  and 
ita  Dependcndca,  Ac 

Whereas  the  poliiical  sitnatioD  of  tbis  country 
offers  a  large  field  to  busy  and  malignant  minds 
to  disturb  the  traaquijlitT  of  its  inhabitants,  it  is 
therefore  my  duty,  io  the  continuation  of  that 
TigiUnce  whidi  I  hare  constantly  exerted,  not 
omy  to  womote  the  happiness  of  every  indiridnal 
of  this  Government,  but  likewise  to  support  their 
interest,  apd  secure  their  tranquillity,  that  I  step 
forth  to  warn  the  public  against  being  led  by  their 
innoceDt  credulity  against  any  measure  that  may 
be  {voductire  of  ill  consequences,  and  frustrate  all 
the  advantages  they  have  a  right  to  expect ;  and 
by  the  present  I  assure  to  them,  if  they  continue 
as  they  have  always  done,  with  strict  attachment 
to  the  welfare  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Oovern- 
tnent,  from  which  will  depend  the  following  favor- 
mble  events,  viz :  His  Majesty  has  offered  to  sup- 
port the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  real  pro- 
{lerty ;  and  until  that  is  ascertained,  I  am  bound 
to  keep  possession  ofthis  country,  as  likewise  until 
we  are  sure  the  Indians  will  be  pacific. 

Cfutrary  to  the  general  expectation,  the  same 
indnlgCTce  that  until  now  protected  the  inhabi- 
tants in  distress  will  be  continued  during  His 
Majesty's  sovereignty  in  this  country  j  and  this 
being  the  season  m  which  the  planters  are  em- 
ployed io  preparing  for  an  ensuing  crop,  none  shall 
be  disturbed  from  that  important  object  on  account 
of  their  depending  debt*.  The  misconstruction  of 
what  is  the  enjoyment  of  the  liberty  of  conscience 
is  hereby  positively  explained  to  be,  that  no  indi- 
vidual of  this  Qovernment  shall  be  molested  on 
account  of  religious  principles,  and  that  they  shall 
not  be  hindered  in  their  private  meetings;  but  no 
otha  public  worship  will  be  allowed  but  that  gen- 
emUy  established  in  all  His  Majesty's  dominions, 
wliieh  ia  the  Catholic  religion. 

These  imMvtant  objects,  that  until  now  have 
not  been  pnUished,  though  resolved,  I  acquaint 
the  public  with,  apprehensive  of  the  dangerous 
innnaatioa  of  several  persons  that  have  made  it 
their  buainess  to  dazzle  the  public  with  fidse  no* 
Uoos,  to  serve  their  own  purpose,  in  the  speculation 
of  lands  that  are  lawfully  held  by  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  Government :  therefore,  1  firmly  rely 
that  no  person  will  deviate  from  the  principles  of 
adhesion  to  our  Qovernment,  until  the  negotiations 
that  are  now  on  foot  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America  are  concluded,  and  there- 
by the  real  property  of  theinhabitantssecured. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my 
arms^  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary 
of  this  Oovernment,  by  H.-M.  at  the  Gov- 
ernment House.  Natchez. 

M.  GAYOSO  DB  LBMOS. 
JH.  VIDAL. 
Mabcb  39, 1797. 

No.  16. 

Whereas  the  alarming  circumstances  thai  pre- 
vailed for  a  while  in  this  Government  obliged  me  | 


to  circulate  proclamations,  wherein  I  warned  the 
people  of  their  immediate  danger :  now,  that  these 
troubles  have  subsided,  I  cannot  but  publish  my 
approbation,  and  applaud  that  upright  sense  of 
duty  that  the  inhabitants  have  shown  to  the  laws 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  by  seconding  his  repre- 
sentative, the  right  they  have  so  justly  acquired  of 
being  coosiderM  the  most  loyal  subjects  of  His 
Majesty.  In  my  last  publication  I  mentioned  that, 
until  the  real  property  should  be  secured  to  the 
inhabitants,  this  country  should  be  considered  in 
the  same  sitoalion  as  before,  as  likewise  while  the 

facific  diposittoD  ofthe  Indians  was  not  ascertained, 
find  it  my  duty  to  explain  that  a  negotiation  is 
now  carrying  on  to  secure  the  right  oftne  said  real 
property.  As  that  right  cannot  be  secured  but  by  an 
additional  article  to  the  late  treaty,  and  until  that 
article  is  officially  communicated  to  me,  I  am 
bound  to  keep  possession  of  the  country,  and  con- 
tinue to  its  inhabitants  the  same  indulgence  and 
the  same  anxious  protection  as  until  now.  The 
negotiations  with  the  Indians  will  produce  the 
same  effects,  as  it  is  impossible  for  His  Majesty  to 
leave  unprotected  so  many  of  his  faithful  subjects, 
and  expose  other  settlements  to  the  revengeful  dia- 
position  of  discontented  Indians.  These  import- 
ant objects  are  of  the  greatest  moment  to  every 
person  in  this  Government;  their  interest  and  al- 
legiance to  His  Majesty  binds  them  to  keep  steady 
in  their  principles  of  loyalty,  until,  by  the  definite 
arrangements  of  both  nations,  a  change  takes  place. 
Being  informed  that  some  persons  are  apprehensive 
that  violent  measures  will  be  taken  against  those 
that  seemed  pleased  with  the  prospects  of  becom- 
ing citizens  of  the  United  States,  I  declare  that 
such  anotion  is  unfounded,  as  likewise  the  suspicion 
that  individuals  would  be  prevented  from  moving 
to  any  part  they  please,  either  within  His  Majesty's 
dominions  or  elsewhere,  as  it  is  notorious  that  no 
such  obstacle  was  ever  offered  to  anybody,  it  be- 
ing contrary  to  one  of  the  greatest  prerogatives 
that  are  enjoyed  by  His  Majesty's  subjects. 

D.  MAN.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
Mabch  39, 1797. 

No.  17. 

Andrew  EUicott,  Esq.  to  his  Ex«ellfln<7  Manual  GayoM 
de  Lemos. 

Natchez,  March  31, 1797. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  was  last  evening  addressed  by 
a  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  ofthe  district 
of  Natchez.  They  are  very  much  alarmed  for  their 
situation,  in  consequence  of  having  expressed  their 
pleasure,  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  in  speedily 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Your 
proclamation  of  the  28th  instant,  they  conceived, 
renders  that  event  doubtful.  They  have,  there- 
for^ from  considerations  of  personal  safety,  and  to 
avoid  the  insults  which  many  of  them  have  expe- 
rienced from  one  or  more  officers  of  a  small  grade 
in  this  district,  called  upon  me  to  use  my  influence 
vrith  vour  excellency  to  grant  them,  and  all  others 
who  incline  to  leave  this  country,  the  privilege  of 
disposing  of  their  properties,  and  passports  to  en- 
able them  to  reach  the  frontiers  of  such  States  as 
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they  may  be  iDclined  to  more  to.  I  have  now  stated 
the  sabstance  of  their  application,  and  assure  your 
ezceIIeDcy,froiiitherespectabiUtyoftheapplicants, 
it  is  a  subject  in  which  I  feel  myself  interested,  and 
to  which  I  request  your  excellency's  attention. 

Ever  since  1  arrived  in  this  district,  I  hare  uni- 
formly recommended  to  the  inhabitants  a  quiet 
submission  to  the  Government  now  in  force,  at  the 
same  time  they  have  been  in  the  most  explicit 
manner  assured  that  the  period  would  not  be  far 
distant  when  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
would  be  extended  to  them.  But  they  are  not 
satisfied ;  they  have  their  suspicions ;  and  it  is  your 
excellency  alone  that  can  quiet  them.  Let  the  can- 
non and  military  stores  be  again  taken  out  of  the 
fort }  withdraw  your  objections  to  tbe  arriTal  of 
the  American  troops;  and  their  apprehensions 
will  subside.  I  do  notjiretend  to  say  tnat  their  ap- 
prehensions are  well  founded ;  it  is  posnble  they 
are  not ;  but  your  objection  to  my  escort's  being 
stationed  with  me;  your  hauling  back  and  re- 
mounting the  cannon  at  this  place ;  your  dispatch- 
ing Major  Minor  to  delay  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
of^ the  United  States  at  this  post,  added  to  your 
excellency's  proclamation,  however  well  meant, 
hare  had  a  contrary  effect  by  increasing  their  fears. 

I  have  enclosed  two  paragraphs  of  the  address 
which  was  handed  to  me  last  evening.   I  am.  &c. 

ANDREW  ELLICOTt. 

His  Excellency  Manuel  oe  Gatoso. 

No.  18. 

Many  whose  ideas  of  allegiance  had  been  pre- 
ponderant from  tbe  treaty  until  the  time  of  your 
arrival  at  this  place,  thought  themselves  at  full 
liberty  to  announce  their  sentiments  in  any  way 
that  might  not  affect  the  operations  of  peace  and 
good  order  in  society.  But  the  result  is  a  melan- 
choly contrast  to  the  construction.  Some  have 
been  already  torn  away  from  the  bosom  of  agri- 
cultural life,  and  conveyed  to  prison  with  every 
indigDant  epithet  that  malevolence  could  invent. 
Scouts  are  erocsing  the  country  in  various  direc- 
tions, breathing  threats  of  vengeance  against  those 
who  had  unguardedly  thrown  aside  the  mask  of 
duplicity ;  and  a  number  are  waiting  with  solici- 
tude tbe  moment  of  their  fate. 

There  are  many  in  ihis  country  to  whose  exer- 
tions America  is  much  indebted  for  her  political 
existence.  We  call  upon  you  in  the  name  of  such  ; 
we  call  upon  you  in  the  name  of  every  friend  to 
that  emblem  of  peace  and  science  which  has  been 
recently  diplayed  to  us ;  to  stand  forth  with  a  con- 
fidence suitable  to  the  dignity  of  your  commis- 
sion, and  demand  of  the  Qorernor  passports,  with 
leave  for  all  such  as  would  dispose  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  avail  themselves  of  a  change  of  situa- 
tion by  withdrawing  to  the  United  States. 

No.  19. 

His  Excellency  M.  Gayow  da  Lemoa  to  A.  EUicott,  Esq. 

Natchez,  March  31,  1797. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  now  received  your 
favor  of  this  day,  in  which  you  informed  of  the 
application  of  several  respectable  inhabitants  of 


this  Government  to  you,  requesting  yonr  inter- 
position to  facilitate  to  them  a  privi&ge  that  they 
never  ceased  enjoying,  and  in  which  consists  die 
greatest  liberty  of  a  Spaniard.  There  U  not  one 
single  instance  of  our  Government  having  nude 
opposition  to  a  person's  selling  his  property,  and 
leaving  the  country,  whenever  they  called  fort 
passport ;  and,  as  our  system  is  not  altered,  I  shall 
not  refuse  tbe  same  privilege  to  any  person  thti 
may  apply  for  iL 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  those  persons  who  have 
addressed  you  have  im^sed  upon  youf  credulity 
and  goodness,  in  making  use  of  remonstrances 
proper  to  make  sensation  on  tbe  feelings  of  a  ffxi 
ciiizen  of  the  United  States;  but  there  is  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  what  they  have  advaneed.  I 
have  not  taken  notice  of  the  satisfaction  that  somi 
persons  have  expressed  on  the  prospect  of  becom- 
mg  citizens  of  the  United  States,  dot  has  anybody 
been  apprehended  for  it,  nor  have  I  issued  any  or- 
der for  such  a  purpose,  Wt  against  Mr.GTeen,sr., 
who  bad  made  his  escape,  conscious  of  the  crhni- 
nality  of  his  conduct,  which  is  notorious;  aQd,i&- 
deed,  in  all  the  extent  of  this  Gorernment.  tiiere 
is  but  one  single  individual  confined,  and  thstii 
for  a  crimioaFproceeding.  There  Is  not  a  single 
patrol  out  in  search  of  any  one;  nor,  just  at  tais 
moment,  do  I  find  occasion  for  it ;  but  if  I  should, 
I  would  employ  every  means  in  my  power  to  sop- 
prens  disorder,  and  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, as  I  have  always  done. 

1  doubt  not  of  the  assurances  you  fleaae  to^ve 
me  of  the  good  advice  you  have  uikiformly  gives 
to  the  people,  it  being  comformable  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  gentleman,  whose  object  is  another  tbaa 
that  of  interfering  in  the  matters  of  GoTeraraent 

My  proclamation  I  found  absolutely  necessaty  to 
calm  the  minds  of  the  people,  stating  to  them  tbe 
true  situation  of  the  political  arrangements  be* 
tween  His  Majestv  and  the  United  Suttes,  i^cb 
does  not  dissolve  the  treaty,  but  requires  an  essen- 
tial explanation,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  poioB 
alluded  to  in  my  proclamation,  but  likewise,  as  I 
am  authorized  to  declare  to  you.  that  the  Gearnl 
of  this  provmce  finds  himself  under  the  necesttty 
to  consult  His  Majesty  coi^ceroing  the  manner  ia 
which  the  posts  are  to  be  evacuated ;  as  it  appears,  | 
by  General  Wayne's  communication  to  him,  ikit  i 
be  expects  that  the  posts  will  be  delivered  witli 
tbe  buildings  standing  as  they  are;  and,  by  tbe  | 
treaty,  we  coaceiTe  that  the  posts  are  to  be  detnoJ-  ^ 
isbed  before  we  leave  them ;  and  as  suefa  interpre- 
tation of  the  tme  meanins  of  the  treaty,  either  one 
way  or  the  other,  might  produce  unnecessary  | 
ministerial  contma,  my  OCTeral  has  given  me  \ 
positive  orders  to  suspend  the  evacantions  of  tbe 
posts  until  the  matter  shall  be  amicably  settled  be- 
tween the  two  Courts.   In  the  meanwhile,  if  the  , 
troops  of  the  United  Slates,  that  are  daily  expect- 
ed, arrive,  they  shall  be  received  at  Nogates  in 
the  most  friendly  and  hospitable  manner,  as  is  due 
to  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  perfect  peace, 
and  with  whom  we  wish  to  keep  the  most  perfect 
harmony. 

I  flatter  myself  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  ac- 
knowledge the  propriety  of  my  conduct  in  obey- 
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lag  the  superior  order  of  mj  GeoeraL  who  is  ac- 
Quted  by  the  principles  of  the  strictest  honor  in 
aapjiorting  the  interest  of  His  Majesty  intrusted 

The  uniform  good  harmony  that  we  have  recip- 
rocally promised  to  each  other  will  subsist;  and 
it  will  not  be  only  our  duty,  but  our  glory,to  ban- 
iih  erery  shadow  of  misunderstanding  wbich  is 
wrongrully  interpreted  by  the  public,  witbuut  any 
more  foundation  than  assisted  those  tbat  tried  to 
persuade  you  of  wrongs  that  they  nerer  suffered. 
I  am,  &c. 

M.  GAYOSO  PE  LEMOS. 

Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott. 

No.  20. 

Hii  Exoalieney  M.  0*jom>  de  LemM  to  A.  EUieott,  Eaq. 

Natchez,  April  14, 1797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  l  am  informed  that  the  officer 
conunandiag  your  escort  has  enlisted  several  per- 
tons  resident  of  this  Government,  whicb,  being 
against  the  laws  of  nations,  I  cannot  pass  unno- 
ticed, it  being  an  infringement  on  the  sovereignty 
^  the  King,  my  master,  and  a  disre^rard  of  the 
authority  residiog  in  me. 

Icaauot  persuade  myself  that  it  was  done  inten- 
tioaally,  nor  thinking  that  it  could  give  the  most 
temote  offence;  but,  as  tbe  matter  is  of  a  most 
delicate  nature,  I  request  you  to  give  tbe  neces- 
sary drders  that  the  men  so  enlisted  may  be  dis- 
chaq^ed,  and  delivered  to  Major  Minor,'  whom  I 
eommission  for  this  purpose. 

Tbe  object  of  the  escort  not  being  to  raise  men 
in  this  country,  while  under  Hia  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's dominioD^  I  request  of  you  likewise  to  give 
the  most  precise  and  positive  orders  to  the  ofl^ers 
of  the  troops,  or  to  whom  it  may  appertain,  to  dis- 
eontioue  such  proceedings,  or  anything  tluit  may 
iiynre  the  immunity  of  the  King's  dominions,  or 
his  royal  rights. 

The  most  perfect  harmony  and  friendship  sub- 
listing  between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  same  being  recom- 
mended in  the  most  particular  manner  to  the  ia- 
dividuals  of  both  nations,  it  would  be  unaccouat- 
thle  if  we,  that  have  had  the  honor  to  be  distin- 
goished  by  our  appointments,  did  not  promote  this 
fneodly  reciprocity,  which  not  only  consists  in  a 
hH[Hiable  and  polite  intercourse,  but  guardiiig  and 
In^iiog  to  one  another  the  prerogatives  and  privi- 
U«a  that  are  due. 

Unclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmttliug  to 
Tou  a  list  of  the  men  that  to  my  knowledge  have 
Ken  recruited,  or  suffered  to  be  recruited,  in  this 
Government,  by  the  officer  commanding  your  es- 
cort.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
The  Hon.  Akdrew  Ellicott. 

No.  SI. 

A.  EUieott,  Esq.  to  lut  Exodlency  M.  Gayoso  de  Lemos. 

Natchez,  April  14, 1797. 
Deab  Sib  :  Your  excellency's  favor  of  this  date 
VIS  handed  to  me  by  Major  Minor ;  but  the  request 


it  contains  is  of  so  general  and  important  a  natture, 
and  affecting  so  deeply  the  privileges  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  that  I  must  take  a  short 
time  to  investigate  its  ultimate  tendency,  as  a  part 
if  not  all  the  persons  named  in  your  excellency's 
list  cannot,  by  any  construction  of  the  late  treaty, 
or  tbe  laws  of  nations,  be  considered  as  the  subjects 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  You  may  rest  assured 
that,  haviag  in  view  the  sacred  and  honorable 

frinciples  which  are  the  basis  of  that  Government 
have  the  honor  to  serve,  and  by  which  treaties 
are  considered  the  most  sacred  of  all  obligations,  I 
will  be  carefulj  neither  to  infringe  the  rights  of  the 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  nor  willingly 
suffer  infringement  of  those  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  I  am,  &c. 

ANDREW  EUjICOTT. 
His  Ex'cy  M.  Gatoso  de  Lbhos. 

No.  22. 

Lientonant  Cobnel  Charles  de  Hault  de  Lassns  to 
M^or  Anthony  Wqrne. 

New  Madrid,  (ok  the  Mi.,) 

IkcembtT  18, 1796. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Taylor  has  delivered  to  me 
your  excellency's  letter,  dated  Detroit,  October 
19, 1796,  and,  according  to  your  intention,  I  have 
acquainted  him  with  the  orders  X  have  received 
from  tbeGovemor  General  ofih  is  province,  respect- 
ing the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  NaneatioD,and  Lim- 
its, between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
King  my  master.  I  here  enclose  a  copy  of  my  let- 
ter to  him,  wherein  I  hope  you  will  nnd  sufficient 
and  satisfactory  information.  As  Lieut.  Taylor 
has,  according  to  his  instructions,  determined  to 
return  from  here  without  going  any  further  down, 
I  am  about  sending  immediately  an  express  to  New 
Orleans,  with  your  excellencey  s  tetter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor Gteneral  of  Louisiana;  I  will  think  myself 
happy  if  I  have  succeeded  in  complying  with  your 
intentions,    t  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

C.  DE  HAULT  DE  LASSUS, 
Lieut.  Col.inBa  CathoUc  MaJttty'B 
tervice, 

M^j.  Cteii.  Anthomt  Watnb, 

Om^g  Army  U.  S.  A. 

No.  23. 

Lieatenant  Colonel  Charles  de  Hault  de  Lsssus  to  Lieu* 
tenant  Taylor. 

New  Madrid,  (on  the  Mi.,) 
December  18,  1796. 
Sir:  According  to  his  excellency.  Major  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  desire,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  of  my  having  received,  from  the  Crovernor 
General  of  this  province,  information  respecting 
the  ratification  ot  the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Navi- 
gation,and  Limits,  between  the  Kingmy  master  and 
the  United  Slates  of  America.  You  have  seen, 
in  his  letter  which  I  have  read  to  you,  that  I  have 
orders  not  to  prevent,  in  the  least,  the  going  down 
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the  Mississippi  uf  the  Comrnissioaers  appotated  oo 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  fix  the  limits,  and 
of  the  troops  that  were  lo  accompany  them;  but, 
that  in  the  mean  time  he  orders  me  to  tell  them, 
that  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  cannot  take  place 
ontU  the  time  of  high  waters.  I  will  beg  leave 
to  obierTe  to  you,  that  although  this  is  the  a£Srm- 
ative  answer  that  Qeneral  Wayne  speaks  of,  yet, 
as  he  ^ys  that  the  troops  who  are  to  take  posses- 
sion of  tne  posts  are  now  waiting  at  Fort  Massac, 
their  coming  down  the  rirer  immediately,  that  is. 
before  the  high  waters,  would  be  somewhat  sooner 
than  the  Governor  General  of  this  province  seems 
to  expect,  and  somewhat  contrary  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  own  intentions,  since  he  tells  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  in  his  letter,  to  appoint  the 
most  convenienttime  for  the  evacuation  of  theposts. 
I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  that  obser- 
vation to  such  officers  as  are  in  possession  of  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  orders  respecting  the  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  posts,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  make 
them  sensible  of  the  convenience  it  will  be,  to  both 
the  Americans  and  the  Spaniards,  to  wait  for  a 
more  proper  season  for  the  transport  of  artillery, 
bamage,  provisions,  dte.  which  conld  not  be  moved, 
at  this  present  time^  without  much  trouble  and  risk, 
on  account  of  the  river  being  so  remarkably  lowas 
to  render  its  navigation  very  dangerous.  1  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

C.  DE  HAULT  DE  LASSUS, 
Lt.  Col  in  H,  C.  M.  aervice,  |«. 
To  tdeutenant  Tati^b. 


SPAIN,  GREAT  BRITAIN,  AND  FRANCE. 

[Communicated  June  22,  1797.] 
Department  of  State,  June  21, 1797. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  report 
MBpectiog  the  depredations  committed  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  since  the  1st  of  October, 
1796,  as  far  conforinable  to  the  resolve  of  the  House 
of  Representatires  of  the  10th  instant  as  the  me- 
teriab  in  my  possession  would  admit  The  num- 
ber of  captures  will  give  a  tolerably  correct  idea 
of  the  extent  of  our  losses,  and  the  documents  will 
show  the  nature  of  the  depredations,  and  the  causes 
or  pretences  for  which  they  have  been  committed. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

T.  PICKERING,  SecVy^Stoie. 

The  President  of  the  U.  S. 

Repwt  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  respecting  the  depre- 
dations committed  on  the  eommnce  of  the  United 
States,  smoe  the  Ist  of  October,  1796. 

American  vessels  have  been  captured  since  the 
1st  of  October,  1796  by  the  armed  vessels  of  Spain, 
Great  Britain,  and  France.  Of  captures  by  Span- 
ish cruisers,  one  was  of  the  polacre  Independence, 
Captain  Robertson,  laden  wholly  on  account  of  the 
United  States  with  stores  for  Algiers,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  with  that  regency.  Sue  was  taken 
on  the  sixteenth  of  February  last,  at  the  entrance. 


of  the  straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  carried  into  Cadiz 
The  polacre's  papers  were  perfectly  clear;  among 
others,  she  had  a  special  passport  under  the  hand  <» 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  great 
seal  thereof,  declaring  the  vessel  to  be  the  property 
of  (wo  citizens  of  the  United  States,  (whose  names 
were  inserted  in  the  passport,)  and  that  the  cargo 
was  wholly  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
destined  for  Algiers.  She  had,  also,  the  passport 
of  the  Dey.  The  General  of  the  Marine  bad 
cleared  the  polacre  and  cargo;  but  the  owners  of 
the  privateer  appealed  to  the  tribunal  at  Madrid, 
and  on  the  31st  of  March  there  had  been  no  deci- 
sion known  at  Cadiz. 

There  have  probably  been  a  number  of  captures 
by  Spanifih  cruisers,  although  not  particnlarly  spe- 
cified ;  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  in  one  of 
the  ports  of  Spain  having  informed  that,  almost 
daily,  American  vessels  were  taken  and  brought  in 
by  French  and  Spanish  privateers. 

Captures  and  losses  by  British  cruisers,  the  Sec- 
retary presumes,  have  not  been  numerous;  for  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  having,  these  three 
years  past,  been  accustomed  to  look  up  to  the  Got- 
ernment  for  aid  in  prosecuting  their  claim,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that,  generally,  these  eases  hare 
been  reported  to  the  Department  of  Slate.  An 
abstract  of  such  as  have  been  communicated  is 
annexed. 

In  order  to  presenta  clearer  view  of  French  de* 
predaiions,  it  will  be  necessary  to  notice  the  rules 
which  she  has  prescribed  to  her  cruisers  and  tri- 
bunals. 

As  applicable  to  captures  made  since  last  Octo- 
ber, the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the 
3d  of  July,  1796,  merits  the  first  attention.  It  an- 
nounces that  the  conduct  of  France  towards  neu- 
trals wilt  be  regulated  by  the  manner  in  which 
ther  should  sufier  the  English  to  treat  them.  At 
Maiagaand  Cadiz,  the  French  consuls  have  intei^ 
preted  this  decree  to  authorize  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  American  vessels  for  the  single 
circumstance  of  their  being  destined  to  a  British 
port.  But  its  fullest  effect  has  been  produced  in 
the  West  ladies,  whose-seas  swarm  with  privateers 
and  gun-boau.  which  have  been  called  forth  by 
the  latitude  allowed  to  their  depredations  by  the 
indefinite  terms  of  that  decree,  and  the  explanatory 
orders  of  the  agents  of  the  Directory  at  Guadaloupe 
and  St.  Domingo.  Two  of  these  decrees  have 
been  alre.idy  communicaied  to  Congress,*  and  it 
may  be  only  requisite  here  to  refer  to  them. 

At  Guadaloupe  an  order  was  issued  by  Victor 
Hugues  and  Lebas,  dated  the  1st  of  February  last, 
(13th  Nirose,  5th  year.)  authorizing  the  capture 
and  condemnation  of  ail  neutral  vessels  bound  to 
certain  enumerated  ports,  which,  it  is  pretended  in 
the  decree,  were  delivered  up  to  the  English,  and 
are  occupied  and  defended  by  emigrants;  and,  also, 
of  such  vessels  as  should  be  cleared  oat  generally 
for  the  West  Iiuiies.  This  decree  rewrs  to  and 
enforces  a  decree  of  the  24th  of  December,  1796, 
(4th  Nivose  last,)  issued  in  conformity  with  tlw 

*In  the  Tsportof  tiw  Secretary  itf  State,  dated  tha 
S7th  <a  FebruAry,  1797. 
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decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  2d  July, 
1796,  so  far  as  it  is  not  departed  from  by  tbat  de- 
cree of  the  27tb  of  February  last.  The  decree  of 
ihe  24th  December  has  aot  been  received  at  the 
Department  of  State;  but  it  is  supposed  to  direct 
the  eonfiscatioQ  of  the  cargoes  of  neutral  vessels, 
boand  to  or  from  British  ports,  occupied  by  them 
beforethe  present  war.  For  it  appears  that,  whilst 
thejr  have  confiscated  both  vessel  and  cargo  in 
eases  which  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  decree  of 
the  1st  of  February,  they  have  spared  the  vessel, 
todcoafiscated  only  the  cargo,  where  she  had  been 
boond  to  or  from  such  acknowledged  British  port. 

The  agents  of  the  Directory  at  Cape  Franjois, 
by  their  decree  of  the  27th  Novembo'  last,  direct 
the  capture  and  bringing  into  port  of  Am£rican 
vessels-bound  to  or  from  British  ports,  there  to 
remain  until  it  should  be  further  ordered.  This 
farther  order  was  afterwards  issued,  as  will  appear 
by  the  copy  of  the  coodemnatioa  of  the  ship  Pat- 
terD,of  New  York;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that, 
like  the  Consuls  at  Malaga  and  Cadiz,  they  inter- 
wet  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the 
2d  of  July  last,  as  authorizing  the  condemnation 
of  American  vessels  merely  because  bound  to  or 
from  a  British  port. 

To  the  foregoing  succeeded  the  decree  of  the 
ExecntiTe  Directory  of  the  2d  March  last,  which 
has  been  communicated  to  Congress  during  the 
present  session.  That  copy  of  the  decree  was 
taken  from  a  newspajKr,  and  is  now  found  to  be 
imperfect.  A  translation  from  the  decree,  as  offi- 
cially published  by  the  Directory,  is  annexed  to 
thb  report.  Although  we  do  not  yet  know  what 
is  its  operation,  yet  it  cannot  fail  to  produce  very 
great  vexation  and  loss  to  the  American  com- 
merce; the  documents  it  requires  to  prevent  con- 
fiscation not  having  been  before  declared  indispen- 
sable, or  demanded,  and  no  time  being  allowed  for 
die  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  provide  them- 
selves therewith. 

Besides  these  several  decrees,  and  others  which, 
being  more  limited,  the  former  hare  superseded, 
the  old  marine  ordinances  of  France  have  been 
revived,  and  enforced  with  severity,both  in  Europe 
and  the  West  Indies.  The  want  of,  or  informality 
in, a  bill  of  lading;  the  want  of  a  certified  list  of 
the  passengers  and  crew ;  the  snpercergo  being  by 
birth  a  foreigner,  although  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States;  the  destruction  of  a  paper  of 
any  kind  soever;  and  the  want  of  a  sea-tetter, 
have  been  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  a  con- 
demnation of  American  property,  although  the 
proofs  of  the  property  were  indubitable. 

The  West  Indies,  as  before  remarked,  have  ex- 
hibited the  most  lamentable  scenes  of  depredation. 
Indeed,  the  conduct  of  the  public  agents  and  of 
the  commissioned  cruisers  there  has  surpassed  all 
former  examples.  The  American  vessels  have 
not  only  been  captured  under  the  decrees  before 
meationed,  but  when  brought  to  trial  in  the  French 
tribunals,  tne  vessels  and  cargoes  have  been  con- 
demned, without  admitting  the  owners,  or  their 
agents,  to  make  any  defence. 

This  seems  to  be  done  systematically,  and  for 
the  obvioos  purpose  of  insuring  condemnations. 


By  this  monstrous  abuse  in  judicial  proceedings, 
frauds,  and  falsehoods,  as  well  as  flimsy  and 
shameless  pretexts,  pass  unexamined  eind  uncon- 
tradictedj  and  are  made  the  foundation  of  sen- 
tences 01  condemnation. 

The  persons  also  of  our  citizens  have  been 
beaten,  insulted,  and  cruelly  imprisoned ;  and,  in 
the  forms  used  towards  prisoners  of  war,  they 
hare  been  exchanged  with  the  British  for  French- 
men. American  property  going  to,  or  coming 
from,  neutral  or  eren  French  port&  has  been  seized; 
it  has  even  been  forcibly  taken  when  in  their  own 
ports,  without  any  pretence,  or  no  other  than  that 
they  wanted  it.  At  the  same  time,  their  cruisers 
are  guilty  of  wanton  and  barbarous  excesses,  by 
detaining,  plundering,  firing  at,  burning,  and  dis- 
tressing American  vessels. 

Official  papers  to  prove  the  very  numerous  de- 
predations on  our  commerce,  and  the  atrocities 
and  abuses  attending  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  our  vessels  and  cargoes,  by  French  cruisers 
and  tribunals,  not  having  been  publicly  called  for, 
few  have  been  received.  Of  former  claims  for 
injuries  committed  since  the  beginning  of  179^ 
and  of  which  a  report  was  made  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  37th  of  February  last^a 
very  sinall  proportion  had  been  satined ;  and  for 
a  considerable  time  no  payments  had  been  ob- 
tained. Under  this  distant  and  discouraging  pro»* 
pect  of  obtaining  compensation,  the  citizens,  suf- 
fering by  more  recent  French  depredation^  hare 
generally  omitted  to  present  accounts  of  their 
Fosses  ;  and  they  have,  in  many  cases,  had  no  op- 
portunity of  getting  the  evidence  of  the  condem- 
nations, which  are  attainable  before  the  tribunals 
of  other  nations;  the  mock  trials,  as  before  ob- 
served, being  very  often  carried  on,  and  sentences 
of  condemnation  pronounced  in  the  absence  of 
the  American  owner,  master,  or  supercargo. 

Such  documents  as  the  Department  of  State  is 
possessed  of  concerning  these  depredations  are 
annexed ;  and  to  them  is  added  a  concise  abstract 
of  the  cases.  These  support  the  principal  focts 
above  slated,  and  show  me  nature  of  French  de- 
predations. To  supply,  in  some  measure,  the 
want  of  official  papers,  an  examination  has  been 
made  of  two  newspapers  published  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Philadelphia  Gazette,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1796, 
to  the  present  time.  Between  the  1st  of  July,  and 
the  1st  of  October,  few  captures  were  made,  the 
decree  of  the  Directory,  of  July  the  2d,  not  being 
in  general  operation  until  October.  This  exami- 
nation was  chiefly  made  prior  to  the  call  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  a  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
Prencb  captures,  and  the  circumstances  attendiiig 
them ;  and  the  result  of  the  whole  is  annexed.  It 
is  regretted  tbat  the  time  did  not  permit  a  re- 
examination of  those  papers,  to  ascertain  likewise 
the  captures  made  by  the  British  cruisers.  The 
editors  of  those  two  gazettes  agree  in  saying  that 
no  great  attention  was  paid  to  the  subject  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  accounts  of  all  the  captures 
which  were  published  in  the  various  other  news- 
inpers ;  yet  the  number  collected  exceeds  three 
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hundred,  of  which  but  few  escape  condemnation. 
The  evidence  arising  froui  the  multiplied  and  con- 
current publications  of  these  fiiets  in  the  newspa- 
pers, some  of  them  certified  by  the  American  mas- 
ters of  the  captured  vessels,  cannot  fail  of  pro- 
ducing a  conviction  of  the  reality  of  the  evils  re- 
presented. 

There  have  been  frequent  accounts  of  attempts 
to  effect  condemnations  by  bribinstbe  officers  and 
seamen  of  our  vessels  to  swear  falsely  ;  but  it  was 
reserved  to  these  times,  when  offered  bribes  were 
refused  and  threats  despised,  to  endeavor  to  ac- 
complish the  object  by  torture.  This  was  in- 
flicted by  a  French  privateer.  The  evidence  of 
the  fact  appears  in  the  protest  of  Captain  William 
Martin,  master  of  the  ship  Cincinnatus,  of  Balti- 
more, in  which  he  is  supported  by  the  testimony  of 
his  mate  and  one  of  bis  seamen.   A  copy  of  the 

firotest  is  annexed,  together  with  an  extract  of  a 
etter  from  Mr.  Kine,  Minister  of  the  United 
States  in  London,  who  examined  Captain  Mar- 
tin's thumbs,  and  says  the  marks  of  the  torturine 
screws  will  go  with  him  to  his  grave.  All  whicu 
is  respectfulfy  submitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
Department  of  State,  June  31, 1797. 

No.  1. 

Abstract  of  two  cases  of  capture  made  by  Brit- 
ish cruisers,  of  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  since  1st  October,  1796, and  wherein 
doctnuents  have  been  received  at  the  Department 
of  State ;  also  a  copy  of  a  memorandum,  filed  by 
fitamnel  Smith,  Esq.,  relating  to  captures  made  by 
the  British,  of  vessels  in  the  property  of  which 
he  was  concerned. 

Note. — No  documents  accompany  the  two 
cases  of  capture  above  mentioned,  they  having 
been  sent  to  London  in  order  that  compensation 
might  be  obtained  for  the  damage  suffered. 

The  schooner  St.  Patrick, Robert  Gardner,  mas- 
ter, belonging  to  Thomas  Stagg,  jr.,  Thomas 
Snell.  and  Joseph  Foulke,  all  native  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  the  two  former  residing  at  New 
York,  and  the  latter  at  Curacoa,  as  agent  of  the 
partnership  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

31st  July,  1796,  she  sailed  from  New  York, 
bound  to  Curacoa,  then  a  colony  of  the  States  of 
HoltancL  being  allies  of  Great  Britain,  with  a 
cargo  01  provisions  and  dry  goods,  the  property  of 
the  said  owners  of  the  vessel. 

18th  of  August  she  arrived  at  the  place  of  her 
destination,  and  delivered  her  cargo  to  the  said 
Foulke,  who  shipped  on  board  her,  in  return,  a 
cargo  of  hides  and  goat  skins,  besides  five  thou- 
sand dollars  in  cash,  the  property  of  the  said 
owners  of  the  vessel. 

About  the  1st  September  following,  she  sailed 
for  New  York. 

About  the  15th  of  the  same  month,'she  was  cap- 
tured by  his  Britannic  Majesty':)  ship  of  war  To- 
paze.  Captain  Church,  in  company  with  the 
Tbisbe,  Captain  Oaks,  and  the  Thetis.  Captain 
Cochran,  and  was  by  them  sent  for  Bo-muda, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  22d. 


Proceedings  were  duty  commenced  against  bei 
in  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty ;  and  on  the  4tb 
November  the  Judge  thereof  decreed  that  the  ves* 
sel  and  cargo  should  be  restored ;  certified  |vo- 
bable  cause  for  the  capture,  and  ordered  the  claim* 
ant  to  pay  the  taxed  costs  of  the  court.  Theeap- 
tois  appealed,  and  the  master  appealed  for  cosu 
and  damages. 

The  schooner  Lively,  John  Clarke,  master,  be- 
longing to  John  Gardner,  j  r.,  of  the  ei'ty  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

She  was  captured  and  carried  iuto  Martinico, 
where  the  cargo,  (except  ten  casks  of  nails  which 
were  condemned  as  contraband.)  as  well  as  ibe 
vessel,  was  acquitted  by  the  Court  of  Vice  Admi- 
ralty, on  the  27tb  of  February. 

List  of  captured  vemU  belonging  to  the  Mesm.  ftiulhi, 
Ac,  of  Baltimore,  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  De- 
patttnent  of  State,  by  General  Smith,  June  17, 1797. 

The  ship  James,  John  Smith,  masta*,  laden  by 
Samuel  and  John  Smith,  and  S.  Smith  aid 
Buchamin,  with  a  cargo  of  fiour,  2,260  barrels, 
which  cost  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  sailed  from  Baltimore  the  1st  December 
last;  was  captured  by  two  French  frigates  aod 
sent  into  Guadaloupe;  the  supercargo  was  im- 
prisoned for  several  days,  but  afterwards  released 
and  permission  given  to  sell  his  cargo,  which, 
thus  sold,  produced  only  $23,576. 

On  learning  the  ship 'James  was  captured,  ve 
immediately  despatched  our  schooner  William, 
Francis  Smith wich,  master,  (then  laden  and  about 
to  sail  for  Jacmel,with  a  cargo  which  cost  four 
thousand  dollars,)  for  Guadaloupe,  with  such  let- 
ters to  the  supercargo  as  we  supposed  would  be 
useful.  The  William  was  captured  off  Guada- 
loupe by  the  British,  and  sent  into  Martinique; 
after  a  »hort  detention  she  was  released,  but  im- 
mediately after  leaving  Martinique,  lost  both  masts  j 
in  a  aqtuul,  was  then  obliged  to  put  iuto  St.  Croix  i 
to  refit,  and  from  thence  having  learned  that  the 
James  was  released,  proceeded  to  Cape  Franfoii. 
where  she  disposed  of  her  outward  cargo,  and 
took  an  order  on  Jacmel  for  a  load  of  coffee  which 
she  received,  and  on  her  voyage  home  wa-t  taken  I 
by  the  Hind  British  sloop-of-war,  and  seat  into  I 
Jereraie.  about  the  13th  of  May;  from  Jeremie 
she  was  sent  to  Port-au-Prince  for  trial,  where 
she  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Judge  at  our 
last  accounts,  dated  18th  May.  The  capUia 
writes  that  he  had  on  board  100,000  lbs.  cofiee, 
the  value  of  which  is  about  $22,000. 

The  bris  Gratitude,  James  Clifton,  master,  UdeB 
at  New  York,  by  Mr.  Archibald  Gracie,  on  ac- 
count, and  by  order  of  Samuel  and  John  Smith, 
John  Hollins,  and  S.  Smith  and  Buchanan,  sailed 
from  thence  about  the  Ist  March  last,  with  a  cargo 
of  beef  and  pork,  which  cost  nine  tnousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-six 
cents,  bound  to  Cape  Francois.  Off  Fort  Dauphin 
was  boarded  by  the  Ceres,  British  frigate,  and 
sent  under  convoy  to  the  Mole,  where  permission 
being  refused  for  her  to  proceed  elsewhere,  (be 
supercargo  was  compelled  to  sell  the  cargo  at 
public  sale,  where  it  produced  only  six  thousand 
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foar  hundred  and  fifty-one,  learing  a  loss  of  three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve  dollars,  and 
siily-fonr  cents. 

The  brif  Abeona,  Isaac  Isaacs,  master,  laden 
by  Samuel  and  Joha  Smith,  John  HolHns,  and  S. 
Snuib  and  Buchanan,  with  a  cargo  of  sundries, 
boODd  to  Cape  Fraof  ois,  was  boarded  by  the  Brit- 
ish frigate  Ceres,  Captain  Newman,  and  sent  by 
her  to  the  Mole,  where,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Gratitude,  her  car,'0  was  sold  at  public  vendue, 
except  such  part  as  was  said  to  be  inadmissible  at 
an  English  port,  and  these  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  back  to  America.  The  sales  at  vendue 
imounted  to  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-seven  dollars, twenty-five  cents;  the  candles 
and  soap  not  permitted  to  be  landed,  cost  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  cost  of  the  cargo, 
when  it  left  Baltimore,  was  thirteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars.  The 
Abeona,  returning  from  the  Mole  to  Baltimore, 
was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  and  sent  into 
Jean  Rabel;  Captain  Isaacs  went  to  the  Cape 
and  got  her  released ;  but  before  he  could  return 
to  Jean  Rabel,  his  brig  had  been  cut  out  by  the 
British,  and  sent  to  the  Mole.  Captain  Isaacs 
went  on  to  the  Mole  to  claim  his  vessel ;  the  soap 
and  candles,  before  declared  inadmissible,  were 
taken  out  at  the  Mole,  and  the  brig  sent  down  to 
Jamaica  for  trial.  Captain  Isaacs  rose  upon  the 
prize  master,  and  arrived  yesterday  with  tnebrig. 
The  cargo  cost  from  hence  -  $13,328  00 
The  5al»  at  vendue  -  -  -  -      7,947  25 

Loss  $5,380  75 

The  bri^  Fell's  Point,  Captain  Creighton,  sailed 
ftom  Baltimore  in  March,  with  a  cargo  of  flour, 
&C.,  the  property  of  Samuel  and  John  Smith, 
John  HotliDs,  and  S.  Smith  and  Buchanan,  bound 
to  Cape  Francois,  was  boarded  by  the  British, 
■ent  to  the  Mole,  where  her  cargo  would  not  sell ; 
it  was  put  into  store,  and  the  brig  has  returned 
with  produce,  for  a  small  advance  made  by  the 
house  with  whom  the  business  was  left.  This 
cargo  cost  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty-six  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

The  brig  Fanny,  Captain  Richard  Fisher,  laden 
with  flonr^  on  account  of  Samuel  and  John  Smith, 
John  Hollms.  and  S.  Smith  and  Buchanan,  sailed 
from  Baltimore  for  Cape  Francois,  inMarcn ;  was 
boused  by  the  British,  and  sent  to  the  Mole ; 
from  the  Mole,  as  his  cargo  would  not  sell  at  any 
price.  Captain  Fisher  obtained  pnmission  to  pro- 
ceed to  Jeremie,  where,  he  writes,  his  cargo  was 
equally  unsaleable.  This  ca^  cost  nine  thou- 
sand SIX  hundred  dollars. 

The  schooner  Sally,  laden  with  coffee,  on  ac- 
count of  John  Hollins,  and  S.  Smith  and  Bu- 
^nan,  sailed  from  Petit  Guave,  about  the  15th 
May^  bound  to  Baltimore ;  was  captured  by  the 
Bfitish,  and  sent  into  Jeremie;  from  Jeremie  she 
was  ordered  to  Port-au-Prince,  where,  at  the  last 
MeountSjshe  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  theJudge. 
The  exact  value  of  this  cargo  is  not  known — it  is 
o^aated  at  twenty-two  thousand  dollars. 

The  ship  Sidney,  Captain  James  Parker,  laden 


at  Surinam,  with  coffee,  sugar,and  cotton,  on  the 
account  of  Samuel  and  John  Smith,  and  S.  Smith 
and  Buchanan,  on  her  passage  to  Baltimore,  was 
captured  about  the  12in  April  past  and  sent  into 
St.  Kitts,  by  the  Portland,  of  Antigua,  a  British 
privateer.  The  only  letter  received  from  Captain 
Parker,  is  dated  15th  April;  he  had  only  just 
reached  St.  Kitts,  and  did  not  know  what  would 
be  her  fate.  Of  this  cargo  no  duplicate  invoice 
has  been  received;  its  prouible  value  is  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 


No.  2. 

Decree  cf  the  Executive  Directory. 
12tb  Vehtosb,  March  2, 1797, 5lh  year. 
The  Executive  Directory,  having  considered 
the  law  of  the  9th  of  March,  1793,  which,  stating 
that  the  flags  of  neutral  Powers  not  being  respect- 
ed by  the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
all  the  rights  of  nations  being  violated  to  its  pre- 
judice, the  French  people  can  therefore  no  longer 
fulfil,  towards  those  Powers  in  geuerat,  the  wish 
which  they  have  so  often  manifested,  and  which 
they  will  constantly  form,  for  the  full  and  entire 
freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation,  among  other 
regulations,  ordains : 

1.  That  French  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
may  stop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  Republic 
neutral  snips  which  shall  be  iound  laden,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  with  merchandise  belonging  to  ene- 
mies. 

2.  That  merchandise  belonging  to  the  enemies 
shall  be  declared  good  prize,  and  be  confiscated  to 
the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

3.  That,  in  all  cases,  the  neutral  ships  shall  be  re- 
leased as  soon  as  the  unlading  of  the  merchandise 
seized  shall  be  effected ;  that  the  freight  of  it 
shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  which  shall  have  been 
stipulated  by  the  freighters,  and  that  a  just  indem- 
nity shall  be  granted  in  proportion  to  the  time  of 
their  detention,  by  the  tribunals  whose  duty  it  is 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  prizes. 

4.  That  these  tribunals  shall  oe  obliged,  more- 
over, three  days  after  their  decision,  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  the  inventory  of  the  merchandise  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  and  another  copy  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Amiirs. 

5.  That  the  present  law^appUcable  toatl  prizes 
which  have  been  made  since  the  declaration  of 

war,  shall  cease  to  have  effect  as  soon  as  the  ene-  « 
my  Powers  shall  have  declared  free  and  notseiz- 
able,  though  destined  for  the  ports  of  the  Repub- 
lic, merchandises  laden  on  board  of  neutral  shipa, 
which  shall  belong  lo  the  Government  or  citi- 
zens of  France. 

Having  likewise  considered  the  law  of  the  27th 
of  July,  1793,  which,  confirming  that  of  the  9th 
May  preceding,  before  repealed,  ordains  that  it 
shall  have  its  full  and  entire  execution ;  and  that, 
consequently,  all  other  regulations  to  the  contrary 
are,  and  remain,  abrogated ;  which  abrogation  evi- 
dently comprehends  the  law  of  the  first  of  tlie 
same  month,  by  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  of  America  had  been  excepted  from  the 
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law  of  ibe  9tb  of  May.coDforaiabWto  the  fifteenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  ftth  of  February,  1778. 

Having  also  considered  the  7th  article  of  the 
law  of  the  13tb  Nlrose,3d  year,(3dor4ih  of  Jan- 
nary.  1795,^  which  enjoins  on  all  die  agents  of 
the  Republic,  on  all  commaDders  of  the  armed 
force,  and  on  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to 
cause  to  be  respected  and  observed,  in  all  their 
acts,  the  treaties  which  unite  France  to  the  neu- 
tral Powers  of  the  Old  Contineat,  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  ;  and  adds,  that  no  infrin^fe- 
ment  shall  be  made  of  those  treaties,  and  that  all 
regulations  which  are  contrary  thereto,  are  an- 
nulled. 

Considering  that  this  last  law  does  not  derogate 
from  that  of  May  9th,  1793,  except  in  favor  of 
those  neutral  Powers  whose  treaties,  now  subsist- 
ing with  the  French  Republic,  are  contrary  to  its 
regulations;  that  it  is  consequently  of  importance, 
for  the  infonmitioD  as  well  of  commanders  of  the 
armed  force  of  the  Republic,  and  of  vessels  com- 
missioned by  it,  as  of  the  tribunals  appointed  to 
decide  on  the  validity  of  prizes,  to  take  measures 
for  jureventing  them  from  supposing  either  that 
treaties  exist  which  never  bare  taken  place,  or 
from  considering,  as  in  force,  treaties  concluded 
for  a  determinate  time,  which  has  expired;  or 
that  they  ought  to  execute  according  to  ttie  letter, 
treaties  whicn  have  been  modified  since  their  con- 
clnsion ;  that  to  this  last  class  particularly  belongs 
the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  concluded 
on  the  6tn  of  February.  1778,  between  France 
and  the  United  States  of  .America ;  that,  in  fact, 
by  the  second  article  of  this  treaty,  France  and 
the  United  States  engage  mutually  not  to  grant 
any  particular  faror  to  other  nations,  in  respect  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  which  shall  not  imme- 
diately become  common  to  the  other  party ;  and 
that  it  is  added  by  the  same  article,  that  this  other 
party  shall  enjoy  the  same  favor  freely,  if  the  con- 
cession was  freely  made,  or  on  allowing  the  same 
compensation,  if  the  concession  was  conditional ; 
that  thus  the  reeulations  stipulated  in  favor  of 
England  by  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  concluded  at  London  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, 1794,  between  that  Power  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  are  deemed  to  have  been  stipu- 
lated in  favor  of  the  French , Republic  itself,  and, 
consequently  modify,  in  those  points  which  are 
contrary  thereto,  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1778 ;  that,  agreeably  to  these  regu- 
lations, the  Fraacb  Qovernmrat  declared,  by  its 
decrees  of  the  14th  and  28th  of  Messidor,  4th 
year,  (2d  and  16th  of  July,  1796)  as  it  is  again 
oUiged  to  do  at  this  time,  that  it  will  use  the  just 
measures  of  reciprocity,Whicb  it  had  a  ri^ht  to 
exercise  in  this  respect,  in  ererytbing  which  is 
connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the  war.  as 
well  as  with  the  political,  commercial,  and  mari- 
time interests  of  the  French  Republic  ;  that,  con- 
sequently, it  is  necessary  to  ascertain,  by  recon- 
ciling the  treaties  of  the  6th  of  February,  1778, 
ai)d  of  the  19ih  of  November,  1794,  whatever  is 
doubtful  concerning  the  cases  in  which  this  right 
of  reciprocity  may  be  exercised. 
Considering  that  there  bare  arisen,  very  recent- 


ly, concerning  the  manner  of  proving  the  property 
of  vessels  and  merchandise  pretended  to  belooc 
to  oentrals,  doubts,  and  contests,  which  would 
never  have  taken  place  if  the  ancient  regulatiou 
rdative  to  this  matter  had  been  better  known; 
that  it  is  consequently  of  importance  to  briag 
again  into  view  these  regulations,  and  cause  to  n 
executed  the  5th  article  of  the  law  of  the  14Ui  of 
February,  1793,  which  shall  be  continued  in  force. 

After  having  heard  the  Ministers  of  Justice,  of 
the  Marine,  and  of  the  Colonies,  decree  as  td- 
lows : 

Article  1.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Biecu- 
tive  Directory,  near  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  de- 
partments, shall  take  care,  that,  in  the  contests 
about  the  validity  of  maritime  captures,  no  jndc- 
meot  shall  be  given  which  is  founded  on  the  7tB 
article  of  the  law  of  the  13th  of  Nirose,  3d  year 
(3d  or  4th  of  January,  1795)  without  the  Hintster 
of  Jmttice  having  been  previously  consulted,  coo- 
formablr  to  the  mird  article  of  the  law  of  (he  8di 
of  Floreal,  4th  year  (27th  of  April,  1796)  relaiive 
to  the  treaties,  by  virtue  of  which,  neutrals  mi^t 
claim  an  exemption  by;  means  of  the  first  of  tkae 
laws,  from  the  execution  of  that  of  9th  of  May, 
1793. 

Art.  2.  The  Minister  of  Jastice  shall  conse- 
quently examine,  whether  the  treaties  appealed  U 
are  yet  in  force,  or  whether  they  have  been  modi- 
fied since  their  cooclaston:  he  shall,  for  this  pui- 
pose,  be  furnished  by  the  Minister  of  Exterotl 
Relations,  with  all  the  documents  which  be  sfaiU 
have  need  of,  and  shall  make  a  report  thereof  to 
the  Executive  Directory,  as  is  prescribed  by  the 
law  of  the  8th  of  Floreal,  4th  year. 

Art  3.  The  Executive  Directory  reminds  all 
French  citizens,  that  the  treaty  made  on  the  6lh 
of  February.  1778,  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  has,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  second  article,  been  modified  of  full  right, 
by  that  which  was  made  at  London  on  the  19tk 
of  November,  1794,  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  England  ;  consequently, 

1.  According  to  the  17th  article  of  the  trraty  of 
London,  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  tran- 
scribed here  below,  (a)  all  merchandise  of  the 
enemy,  or  merchandise  not  suflSciently  proved  to 
be  neutral,  laden  under  the  American  flag,  shill 
be  confiscated ;  but  the  Tessel  on  board  of  whick 
it  shall  be  found  shall  be  released  and  restored 
the  owner.  It  is  enjoined  on  the  Commissaries  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  to  accelerate,  by  all  the 
means  In  their  power,  the  decision  of  contests 
which  shall  arise,  either  on  the  ralidity  of  the 
prize  cargo,  or  on  the  freights  and  demurrage. 

2.  ^According  to  the  18tn  article  of  the  treat?  of 
London  of  the  19th  November,  1794,  transcribed 
here  below,  (6)  to  the  articles  declared  cotUrt^KOia 
by  the  24th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  Feb* 
ruary,  1778,  are  added  the  following  articles: 

Timber,  for  ship  building,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosing 
copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and 
everything  which  serves  directly  or  indirectly  for 
the  armament  and  equipment  of  vessels,  un- 
wrought  iron  and  fir  planks  excepted.  These 
several  articles  shall  be  confiscated  wnenever  they 
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sbiU  be  destined,  or  attempted  to  be  carried  to  the 
enemr- 

3.  According  to  the  21st  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  London,  of  ttie  19th  of  November,  1794,  traas- 
eribed  here  below  (c)  every  individual  known  to 
be  an  American,  who  shall  hold  a  commission 
gireo  by  the  enemies  of  France,  as  well  as  every 
seaman  of  that  nation  making  a  part  of  the  crew 
of  enemy  ships,  shall,  by  that  act  alone,  be  de- 
clared a  pirate,  and  be  treated  as  such,  without  be- 
ing allowed  i  a  any  case  to  alle^  that  he  was  fore- 
U  to  it  by  yioleDce,  menaces,  or  otherwise. 

4.  Coaformably  to  the  law  of  the  14th  of  Feb- 
loary,  1793.  the  regulations  of  the  21st  October, 
1744,  and  oif  the  26th  July,  1778,  concerning  the 
manner  of  proving  the  property  of  neutral  ships 
aad  merchandise,  shall  be  executed  according  to 
their  form  and  tenor. 

Every  American  ship  shall,  therefore,  be  a  good 
prize,  which  shall  not  nave  on  board  a  list  of  the 
ciew  in  proper  form  ;  such  as  is  prescribed  by  the 
model  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1778,  the  observance  of  which  is  required  by 
Ute  25th  and  27th  articles  of  the  same  treaty. 

5.  It  is  enjoined  on  the  commissaries  of  the 
Executive  Directory  to  call  down  the  rigor  of  the 
tribanals  on  the  fraudulent  maooeavres  of  every 
ship  owner  calling  himself  a  neatral,  whether  an 
American,  or  any  other  nation,  on  board  of  whose 
ship  there  shall  oe  found,  as  has  been  many  times 
[netlsed  in  the  present  war,  either  blank  sea-pa- 
|)ers,  although  signed  and  sealed,  oi  blank  papers 
in  die  form  of  letters,  containing  the  signatures  of 
individuals,  or  double  passports,  or  sea-letters 
which  indicate  different  destinations  <^  the  vessel, 
or  doable  invoices,  bills  of  lading,  or  sea-papers  oi 
what  kind  soever,  which  assigns  to  the  whole  or 

art  of  the  same  merchandise  different  owners,  or 
ferent  destinations. 

6.  By  means  of  the  regulations  of  the  present 
decree,  that  of  the  9th  ofFrimaire  last,  (29lh  of 
Nov- 1796,)  concerning  freights  and  demurrage,  is 

Tiled  so  far  as  relates  to  the  demurrage  olny. 
The  present  decree  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
jonmal  of  the  laws. 

The  Ministers  of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colo- 
nies, of  Justice  and  of  Foreign  Relations,  are 
charged  with  the  execution  of  it,  in  &eir  respect- 
ive departments. 

REWBELL,  PrevidenL 
LAQARDE,  Secretary  General. 

(a)  Art.  17.  "  It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  cases 
where  vessels  shall  be  captured  or  detained  on  just 
suspicion  of  having  on  hoard  enemies'  property, 
or  of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles 
which  are  contraband  of  war.  the  said  vessel  shall 
be  brought  to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  port, 
and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy  should  be  founa 
on  board  such  vessel,  that  part  only  which  belongs 
to  the  enemy  shall  be  made  prize,  and  the  vessel 
■hill  be  at  hberty  to  proceed  with  the  remainder, 
without  any  impediment.  And  it  is  agreed  that 
iJl  proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  de- 
lay, in  deciding  the  cases  of  ships  or  cargoes  so 
brought  in  for  adjudication ;  and  in  the  paymait 


or  recovery  of  any  indemnification,  adjudged  or 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  masters  or  owners  of  such 
ships." 

(o)  Art.  18.  "In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in 
future  to  be  esteemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is 
agreed,  that,  under  the  said  denomination  shall  be 
comprised  all  arms,  d&c.,  as  also  timber  for  ship- 
building,  tar,  or  rosin,*  copper  in  sheets,  saiu, 
hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally,  whatever  maf 
serve  directlyt  to  the  equipment  of  vessels,  un- 
wrought  iron  and  fir  planu  only  excepted  j  and 
all  the  above  articles  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
just  objects  of  confiscation,  whenever  they  are  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  to  an  enemy." 

(c)  "  Art.  21.  "  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the 
subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  nations  shall  not 
do  any  acts  of  hostility  or  violence  ^inst  each 
other,  nor  accept  commissions  or  instructions  so 
to  act,  from  any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  enemies 
to  the  other  party ;  nor  shall  the  enemies  of  one 
of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  invite,  or  endeavor 
to  enlist  in  their  military  service,  any  of  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  and  the  laws 
against  all  such  offences  and  aggressions  shall  be 
punctually  executed.  And  if  any  subject  or  citi- 
zen of  the  said  parties  respectively  shall  acc^t 
any  foreign  commission  or  letters  of  marq^ue,  for 
arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privateer  against  the 
other  party,  and  be  taken  hy  the  other  ^ty,  it  a 
hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  for  the  said  partjr  to 
treatand  punish  thesaid  subjector  citizen,  having 
such  commission  j;  or  letter  of  marque,  as  a  pirate." 


Malaga,  3d  Frimaire,  5th  year 
of  the  French  Repuhlic  one  and  indivisible. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Consul,  to  reply  in  the  French 
language ;  it  will  cause  less  delay,  and  the  sense 
will  be  more  precise. 

The  French  Republic  does  and  will  know  how 
to  cause  neutrality  to  be  respected  by  its  ships  of 
war,  and  by  her  privateerd,  upon  every  point  in 
which  neutral  Powers  cause  the  same  to  be  re- 
spected by  the  English.  The  Rover  and  the 
Nancy  are  detained  not  under  frivolous  pretexts, 
but  because,  according  to  the  ordinances  which 
serve  as  a  rule  to  the  French  privateers,  they  hav^ 
more  or  less,  come  within  the  confiscating  clause, 
especially  the  Rover.  You  are  not  ignorant  that 
French  merchants  have  an  indirect  interest  in 
these  vessels ;  therefore,  I  cannot  be  deceived  in 
my  opinion  by  my  attachment  to  fellow-citizens, 
since  in  this  circumstance  they  are  Frenchmen 
opposed  to  Frenchmen. 

You  ask  me  what  papers  an  American  commer* 
cial  vessel  should  have  on  board  to  avoid  running 
the  same  risk.   I  conceive  that  every  merchant 


•  The  decree  of  the  Directory  says  "  pitch,  tar,  and 
loaiiu."   [Biais,  goodron,  et  reinnes.] 

t  The  decree  eays,  "  directly  or  indbrt^ly." 

^Tbe  decree  of  the  Directory  declare^  that,  notcmly 
thoee  Americans  who  take  eommiedons  of  die  encmiee 
of  Fntnce,but  all  American  Mamen  making  pert  of  the 
crew  of  their  enemies'  veaMis,  shall  be  treated  u^rate^ 
even  though  compelled  by  force  to  serve  in  each  ahipc 
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should,  in  this  respect,  coDsult  the  ordioacces  of 
the  Powers  at  war,  rdative  to  prirateera,  &c. 
Doubtless  you  will  perceive  that  I  cao  but  imper- 
fectlr  extract  in  a  letter  the  ordinances  of  France 
on  this  subject :  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  exact 
irom  me  a  task  more  complete  than  the  means 
which  I  poiat  out. 

I  shall  odIv  observe,  because  the  obserration  in 
my  opioioD  has  escaped  many  of  the  merchants 
of^ this  place,  that  the  vessels  should  have  a  signed 
bill  of  lading  of  the  whole  cargo,  containing  her 
destination  and  names  of  the  owners ;  and  that  in 
case  transfers  and  changes  in  the  cargo  are  to  take 

Elace,  which  require  unsigaed  bills  of  lading,  to 
e  signed  only  when  the  cargo  shall  be  in  a  de- 
finitive state,  these  unsigned  bills  of  lading  are 
insufficient,  and  there  should  be  others  signed,  cod- 
tainibg  the  cargo,  such  as  it  is,  before  their  arrival 
at  the  place  of  transfer ;  without  which,  the  cargo 
would  be  liable  to  be  detained  and  confiscated, 
should  it  not  be  otherwise  pointed  out,  as  well  as 
the  destination,  &c.  in  some  bill,  manifest,  or  char- 
ter party,  in  proper  form,  and  signed,  and  on  board 
the  vessel.  I  shall  add,  that  there  should  not  be 
an  board  either  captain,  officer,  supercargo,  or 
ogent,  of  an  enemy's  country ;  that  they  should  not 
tear  nor  suppress  any  paper ;  that  the  vessel  should 
be  furnished  with  a  passport,  or  paper  proving  the 
property  of  the  vessel,  dkc. ;  that  upwards  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  crew  should  belong  to  the  neutral 
couniry ;  that  she  ought  to  have  proofs  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  vessefand  cargo ;  in  a  word,  that 
in  the  present  circumstances,  she  should  not  come 
from,  nor  even  be  destined  to  an  enemy's  ports; 
the  uitter  case  exposing  her  likewise  to  confisca- 
tion, according  to  the  proceedings  of  the  English 
mariae,  &c.  &c. 

I  rejieat  that  this  short  enumeration  is  neces- 
sarily incomplete ;  that  it  is  given  only  from  the 
respect  I  have  for  you,  and  that  it  will  be  proper 
to  recur  to  the  ordinances,  regulations,  decrees, 
and  arr*ts  of  the  French  Government.  They  are 
80  interesting  to  maritime  commerce,  that  they 
should  be  familiar  to  all  those  who  follow  it.  1 
pray  you,  sir,  to  be  persuaded  of  my  attachment. 

CHAMPRK. 
To  the  Consul  of  the  U.  States. 

[Nos.  S,  4,  5,  and  6,  coDsist  of  copies  of  docu- 
ments, remaining  in  the  Department  of  State,  re- 
lative to  American  vessels  captured  or  condemned 
by  the  French,  since  1st  October,  1796.] 


SPAIN. 

[CmDmnnicated  to  Congress,  July  3, 1797.] 
ADDITIONAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Presideol  of  the  United 
Stalw.  of  the  prooeedingfl  of  the  oificen  of  His  Oatb- 
ohc  MajMty  m  relation  to  the  poets  oeo^iied  by  hia 
troops  witmn  the  lupits  of  the  Vuted  States,  the 
bonndaiy  luw,  and  othw  mMters  therewith  oonnected. 

Dbpabtbient  of  Statb,  Jvly  3, 1797. 
Od  Thursday  last,  the  29th  of  June,  I  received 
further  despatches  from  Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq., 


the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  at  ths 
Natchez,  dated  the  10th  of  May  last,  of  which  «d 
extract  and  copies,  numbered  1. 2,  and  3,  are  sub- 

i'oined.  By  these  it  appears  tnat  a  new  motive 
las  been  assigned  i>y  the  Commander-in-Chief^ 
Baron  de  Caroadelet,  and  Governor  Gayoso.for 
still  retaining  the  possession  of  the  post  of  the 
Naichez  and  the  Walnut  Hills,  and  for  streogth- 
euinff  ihe  fortifications,  viz:  to  guard  against  an 
attack  by  the  British  from  Canada.  This  motire 
being  derived  from  information  communicated  to 
the  Baron  deCarondelet  by  theChevalierdeYnijo, 
the  Minister  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  United 
States,  it  appears  necessary  again  to  bring  before 
the  President  my  correspondence  with  the  Sptn- 
isb  and  British  Ministers  on  that  subject.  Tneie 
papers  are  numbered  4, 5, 6, 7, 8,  and  9. 

Although  the  Minister  declared  he  had  just  rea- 
sons for  suspecting  an  expedition  from  Canada 
was  preparing  by  the  British  against  the  upper 
post  of  Louisiana,  yet  he  never  mentioned  a  single 
tact  or  reason  on  which  his  suspicion  was  founded. 
From  all  the  existing  circumstances,  I  ever  be- 
lieved the  suspicion  tobe  groundless.  And  tbeoote 
of  Mr.  Liston,  the  British  Minister,  of  the  19th  of 
last  month,  declares  that  no  such  expedition  has 
been,  or  is  intended,  by  the  British  GovemmenL 
On  the  16th  of  March  last,  by  the  President's 
direction,  I  inquired  of  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  whether  the  Spanish  troops  had  been 
withdrawn,  agreeably  to  the  treaty,  irom  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Slates }  and  if  not,  what  or- 
ders or  measures  for  withdrawing  them  had  been 
taken.  To  this  the  Minister  answered,  oo  the 
17th  of  AprU,  that  not  having  for  some  months 
heard  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  he  wa^"d^ 
prived  of  any  information  touching  thesteps  takoi 
for  the  execution  of  the  treaty."  Neverihelesshe 
had  previously  informed  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
of  hts  suspicions  of  a  projected  expedition  from 
Canada;  for  on  the  1st  of  May  it  is  offered  by  Go- 
vernor Gayoso,  as  a  new  reason  for  continuing  to 
hold  the  post.  These  two  lettersarenumbered  10,11. 

On  the  24th  of  June  last,  the  Minister  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  wrote  me  the  letter  numbered 
12,  in  which  he  undertakes  to  give  the  substance 
of  two  letters  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and 
which  about  a  week  before  he  had  orally  traosU- 
ted  to  me  from  Spanish  originals.  These  letters 
(as  appears  by  the  detail  of  them  now  given  by 
the  Minister)  exhibited  divers  complaints  against 
Mr.  Ellicott  whose  conduct  is  assigned  as  die 
cause  of  an  alleged  misuDderstaDding  wtween  him 
and  Governor  Gayoso ;  and  of  the  delay  in  com' 
mencing  the  running  of  the  boundary  line. 

One  article,  however,  the  Minister  has  omitted 
in  his  recital.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet  com- 
plained, among  other  thin^,  that  Mr.  Ellicott  bad 
not  given  him  notice  of  his  arrival  at  the  Naichex, 
as  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  for  running  the  boundary  line  between  their 
territories  and  those  of  Spain.  1  was  astonished 
at  this  complaint,  as  I  had  then  lying  on  my  ubie 
a  copy  of  Mr.  EUicott's  letter  to  the  Baron,  dated 
the  27th  of  February,  only  three  days  after  Mr. 
EUicott's  arrival  at  the  Natchez,  announcing  bis 
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uriral  as  the  Conunissiooer  of  the  United  States 
for  the  object  above  expressed,  and  two  copies  of 
the  Banio%  answer,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  the  1st 
of  March,  one  of  the  original  Spanish,  and  the 
other  translated  in  English,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  Mr.  Ellicott's  letter,  and  "  congratulating 
bim  on  his  arrival  in  that  country  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  run  the  dividing  line  between  the  terri- 
tories of  His  most  Cathofic  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted States."  I  immediately  presented  those  copies 
to  the  Minister,  in  whom  the  repugnance  of  fact 
Id  assertion  excited  the  naturalseosatioo;  but  soon 
recollecting  himself,  he  made  this  apology  for  the 
BaroD,  that  he  supposed  he  did  not  consider  Mr. 
Ellicott's  letter  as  official!  This  letter,  and  the 
tnoslatioD  of  the  Baron's  answer,  have  been  atrea- 
ij  laid  before  Congress  and  published.  I  now 
subjoin  the  copy  of  the  Baron's  answer  in  Spanish, 

The  facts  I  have  here  stated  relative  to  the  com- 
ptaiDt  of  the  Baron  de  Caroodelet,  which  the 
Spanish  Minister  has  omitted  in  his  detail,  appear- 
ed to  me  important  to  be  laid  before  you,  to  be 
GODsidered  together  with  the  other  complaints 
which  the  Minister  has  recited.  As  to  the  com- 
plaint that  Mr.  Ellicott "  attempted  to  get  posses- 
sioQ  of  the  Natchez  fort  by  surprise,  and  that  the 
GoTeraor  Qayoso  has  in  his  power  documents 
which  evidently  prove  the  intention  of  that  at- 
tempt." I  have  examined  the  two  gentlemen  who 
brought  Mr.  Ellicott's  despatches,  and  they  declare 
that  they  never  heard  of  such  an  attempt  being 
made  or  intended  by  Mr.  Ellicott,  aqd  that  far 
Irom  exciting  dissatisfaction  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
cntment,  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  at  the 
Natchez,  he  uniformly  recommended  patience  and 
subBissfon,  unlil  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  should 
be  withdrawn. 

Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  correspondence  now 
and  before  submitted  to  the  President.it  appears 
that  the  Governors  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  on 
(be  Mississippi  have,  on  various  preti>nces,  post- 
poned the  running  of  the  boundary  line,  and  the 
withdrawing  of  his  troops  from  the  posts  they  occu- 
pied within  tne  territory  of  the  United  States;  that, 
after  repeated  overtures,  promises,  and  appearances 
of  commencing  the  execution  of  the  treaty  betweeu 
the  two  nations,  in  both  those  respects,  their  con- 
duct demonstrates  that  for  an  indefinite  period  they 
mean  to  avoid  doing  either ;  that  there  is  but  too 
nach  reason  to  believe  Mr.  Ellicoti's  suspicions 
well  fonnded,  that  an  undue  ioQuence  has  been  ex- 
ercised over  the  Indians  by  the  officers  of  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty  to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with 
ibe  United  States,  those  suspicions  corresponding 
with  other  intelligence  recently  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  by  me.  Mine  is  by  a  pri- 
vate letters  from  Colonel  Sargent,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  of 
which  an  extract,  No.  1^  is  annexed, 

Whethor  this  plan  of^  exciting  the  Indians  to 
direct  hostilities  against  the  United  States  has  been 
contemplated  and  promote^  by  any  of  our  own 
citizens,  it  may  be  (Hfficult  to  say ;  but  that  one  or 
■Bore  of  those  citizens  have  proposed  and  taken 


■   

measures  to  detach  the  southern  Indians  from  the 
interest  of  the'United  States,  and  to  destroy  the 
influence  of  the  public  agents  over  those  nations, 
and  thus  to  defeat  the  grmt  objects  of  their  ap- 
pointment,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  preserve  peace, 
is  certain.  The  evidence  of  this  important  fact 
will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  evidence  having  a  reference  to  the  British 
Minister  and  his  Government,  I  took  the  liberty 
of  addressing  to  him  a  letter,  dated  the  Istiostant, 
No.  15,  to  which  I  received  the  answer.  No.  16. 

As  closely  connected  with  this  business,  I  lay 
before  you  the  copy  of  my  letter  No.  17,  dated  the 
27ih  of  April  last,  to  Charles  Jackson,  Esquire, 
the  District  Attorney  of  Greorgia,  reciting  a  pas- 
sage in  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  Minister  dated 
the  21st  of  April,  declaring  bis  [Kisitive  knowledge 
that  the  English  had  made  propositions  to  Gen- 
eral Clarke  of  Georgia,  to  obtain  his  influence  in 
that  State,  in  conjunction  with  some  persons  who 
might  make  a  diversion  or  serious  attack  against 
Florida.  By  Mr.  Jacksons's  answer,  from  which 
an  extract,  No.  18,  is  herewith  presented,  it  appears 
that  after  diligent  inquiry,  he  could  not  find  any 
person  that  knew  anythiag  of  the  business,  or 
that  entertained  a  belief  of  the  kind;  and  that 
fVom  General  Clarke's  known  violent  antipathies 
to  the  English,  and  other  circumstances,  he  doubted 
the  truth  of  the  report  altogether. 

On  the  30th  ult.  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Pinckney,  dated  the  9th  of  May,  which  con- 
tains the  latest  intelligence  from  him,  and  seems 
proper  to  accompany  the  other  papers  now  laid 
before  you.  His  letter.  No.  15,  therein  referred  to, 
has  not  yet  come  to  band.  All  which  is  r^pect- 
fulty  submitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Andrew  ElGeott,  Esq.,  Com- 
miuioner  of  the  United  States,  to  dw  Secretary  of 
State,  dated 

Natchez,  May  10, 1797. 

Sir:  Since  my  despatches  by  Mr.  Knox,  the 
whole  of  the  Spanish  commission  for  the  purpose 
of  running  the  boundary  lines  between  the  terri- 
tory of  iTis  Catholic  Majesty,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  has  arrived;  but  notwithstanding 
this  circumstance,  I  see  no  appearance  of  getting 
to  business  in  any  reasonable  lime;  various  pre- 
tences are  resorted  to  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
and  Qovernor  Gayoso  to  justify  the  delay ;  but  the 
true  reason,  I  am  well  persuaded,  has  never  yet 
been  made  known  to  myself,  or  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  of  Natchez,  who  are  generally  very 
uneasy,  and  many  of  them  consider  their  situa- 
tions as  desperate  if  not  supported  in  a  few  months 
by  the  United  States. 

As  the  arrival  of  the  whole  Spanish  commission 
produced  no  efiect  favorable  to  our  business,  I  ex- 
pected that  of  Lieutenant  Pope  with  a  detach- 
ment of  about  forty  troops,  woich  happened  on 
the  24th  of  last  month,  would  make  some  change 
for  the  better;  io  this  I  have  been  disappointM. 
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Additional  laborers  were  set  to  work  in  the  fort, 
tnd  several  more  pieces  of  artillery,  mounted. 

On  the  first  of  this  month,  I  received  a  letter 
from  Qovernor  Qa^oso,  a  copy  of  which,  with  the 
answer,  you  will  find  enclosed. 

On  Sunday  last,  the  fort  at  this  place  was  rein- 
forced by  about  forty  men,  and  a  company  of  ere- 
nadiers  are  on  their  way,  and  hourly  expected  to 
join  them.  Yesterday  Mr.  Gillimard,  tne  Span- 
ish surveyor,  an  engineer,  and  several  other  mili- 
tanr  officers,  with  al>oat  load  of  intrenching  tools, 
left  this  place  for  the  Walnut  Hills,  where  the 
works  are  to  be  immediately  put  into  a  complete 
state  of  defence.  The  laborers  who  were  employ- 
ed, by  the  direction  of  Governor  Gayoso,  to  go  on 
the  line,  are  now  ordered  to  the  Walnut  Hills,  to 
assist  in  repairing  the  fortifications. 

If  the  Court  of  Madrid  has  any  design  of  car- 
mug  the  late  treaty  with  the  United  Slates  into 
effect,  the  conduct  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  and 
Got.  Qayoso  is  to  me  altogether  inexplicable ;  all 
their  measures  have  the  appearance  of  approaching 
hostility},  and  from  some  information  which  1 
have  lately  received  from  a  source  to  which  I 
cannot  avoid  giving  a  degree  of  credit,  but  a  short 

Eriod  will  elapse  before  we  shall  be  ordered  to 
tve  this  place,  if  not  the  country.  I  have,  in  a 
former  communication,  mentioned  my  suspicions, 
that  an  undue  influence  has  been  exercised  over 
the  Indians  to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with 
the  United  States,  and  to  awe  into  a  quiet  sub- 
mission the  inhabitants  of  this  district  who  are  at 
their  mercy.  I  am  very  sorry  that  no  circum- 
stance has  yet  oecarred  to  make  me  change  this 
opinion. 

Immediately  upon  Mr.  Pope's  arrival,  he  was 
joined  by  Ensign  M'Clary,  who  commands  my 
escort,  which  consists  of  aoout  thirty-seven  men, 
ud  all  encamped  with  me.  We  now  make  a 
respectable  appearance — the  men  are  in  good 
healthy  and  well  clothed,  and  the  strictest  msci- 
pline  IS  observed  by  the  whole  camp.  Lieuten- 
ant Pope  has  hitherto  conducted  himself  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  give  general  satisfaction  to  the 
neighboring  inhabitants,  without  incurring  the 
displeasure  of  the  present  Governor,  or  bis  officers, 
and  at  the  same  time  steadily  supported  the  honor 
of  the  United  States;  but  he  has  unfortunately 
been  indisposed  almost  ever  since  his  arrival. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  du;., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Secrbtart  of  State,  Vhited  &ata. 

No.  2. 

Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos  to  the  Honorsble  Andrew 

Eilicott 

Natcbbz,  Mc^  1, 1797. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Commander-general  of  this  province  desires  me 
to  infrnm  yon  that  His  Majesty's  Envoy  in  the 
United  States  has  given  him  the  intelligence  of  an 
attack  proposed  against  our  part  of  the  Illinois,  by 
the  Bntiso  from  Canada;  and  as  such  an  expe- 
dition cannot  take  place  without  passing  through 
die  territory  of  the  United  States,  said  Envoy  did 


officially  communicate  what  was  necessary,  to  ihe 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  reqniring^ 
that  convenient  orders  should  he  issued  to  have 
their  territory  respected  and  provide  for  their  owi 
safety,  which  we  doubt  not  hut  the  United  Slates 
will  acquiesce  to,  in  consequence  of  the  treaiyud 
the  good  harmony  that  subsists  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  His  Majesty. 

The  said  Commander-geDeral  of  this  {vovinee, 
in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  ihformaiion,  finds 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  putting  ia  a  state  of 
defence  several  points  of  tai!>  river,  and  particular- 
ly Noi^les,*  to  cover  Lower  Louisiana,  in  case 
tne  British  should  succeed  in  their  project  against 
Illinois,  for  which  purpose  a  convenient  force  shall 
be  sent  to  Nogales,  to  repair  and  defend  that  post, 
which,  far  from  being  againM  the  interest  oi  the 
United  States  of  America,  will,  in  case  of  being 
agreed  to,  leave  the  military  posts  in  that  state « 
defence  which  it  may  be  found. 

As  this  is  a  powerful  reason  in  addition  to  ihOK 
that  offered  before  to  suspend  the  evacuation  of thctt 
posts  and  of  running  the  line;  as  our  attentionu 
entirely  drawn  towards  the  defence  oftheproriDce, 
the  said  Commander-General  orders  me  to  pass  ts 
you  this  official  communication,  and,  in  eonse* 
quenceof  the  unavoidable  delay^to  repeat  to  yoD.in 
his  name,  the  proposal  of  remaining  here  to  go  down 
to  Lower  Louisiana;  or,  as  bethinks  might  be 
preferable,  to  remove  to  Villa  Gayoso,  where  there 
are  sufficient  buildings  to  accommodate  you ;  this 
insinuation  being  an  effect  of  the  desire  we  bare 
to  show  every  degree  of  consideration  as  a  proof  of 
our  disposition  to  improve  the  friendship  between 
our  nations,  assuring  you  that  in  any  part  that  yoa 
should  determine  to  remove  to,  or  stay,  the  Com- 
mander-general will  facilitate  every  convenience 
in  bis  power  for  your  satisfiietioii.  I  hare  the 
honor  to  be,  Ac.,  M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEHOS. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott. 

No.  3. 

Andrew  ElUoott  to  His  Excelleni^  Manuel  Gayow  i» 
LemoB. 

Natchez,  May  3, 1797. 
Sir:  Your  Excellency's  fayor  of  yesterday  is 
now  before  me,  but  as  it  principally  concerns  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  in  this  quarter,  who,  I  presume,  will 
you  a  satisfactory  answer,  it  will  therefore  be  nn- 
oecessary  for  me  to  make  any  remarks  upon  it 

In  a  former  communication  you  were  appriwl 
of  my  determination  to  remain  at  this  place  ODiil 
we  TOoeeed  to  running  of  the  line,  or  recalled  hy 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States.  I  am,  dkc, 
ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
His  Exc'y  M.  Gatoso  de  Lemos. 

No.  4. 

Philadelphia,  March  3, 1797. 
Sir  :  Three  davs  ago  I  declared  to  yon  the  jiu> 
reasons  which  I  had  for  suspecting  that  an  expe- 
dition was  preparing  on  the  lakes,  on  the  pari " 
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the  English,  the  object  of  which  is  to  attack  Up- 
pei  Lonisiana,  and  take  by  surprise  the  posts  of 
St.  Louis  and  New  Madrid.  The  proois  which 
I  bare  since  been  able  to  obtain  cooiirm  me  in  my 
suspicion  that  the  English  troops  who  meditate 
this  coap-de'main,  intend  to  descend  the  Missis- 
sipjH  by  Fox  River,  Ouisconsin,  or  hj  the  Illinois 
or  other  parts  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
I  suppose  the  GoTemment  of  this  country  too 
jealous  of  its  rights  to  suffer  so  scandalous  a  rio- 
lation  of  its  terntory ;  bat  having  always  in  view 
the  interests  of  the  King  my  master,  and  tGe  secu- 
rity of  his  possessions  in  this  part  of  the  world,  in 
hisnaine  I  request,  sir,  that  in  virtue  of  the  infor- 
mation cited,  this  Ooverament  may  take  the  mea- 
sures necessary  for  preventing  the  passage  of  for- 
eig:n  troops,  of  what  description  soever,  over  its 
territory.  An  undertaking  in  which  are  united 
the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  and  the  security 
of  the  possessions  of  a  friendly  nation,  assures  me 
beforehand  that  the  Administration  of  this  coun- 
try will  take  the  measures  which  shall  be  most 
adapted  to  this  end. 

With  these  reasons.  I  offer  myself  to  your  dis- 
poMl,  and  pray  God  to  preserre  you  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

TtHOTHT  Pickering  Esq. 

No.  5. 

TtmoAyi^ckering  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ymjo,  Minister 
Plenipotentiaiy  of  His  Catholic  Maje^. 

Depabthent  of  State,  March  11, 1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant^  men- 
tioning your  suspicions,  that  an  expedition  is  pre- 
paring on  the  lakes^  on  the  part  of  the  English : 
the  object  of  which  is  to  attack  Upper  Louisiana, 
and  to  take  by  surprise  the  posts  ^St.  Louis  and 
New  Madrid;  and  that,  to  accomplish  this  object, 
the  English  troops  intend  to  pass  by  the  routes 
you  mention,  or  by  other  parts  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States :  and  you  request  their  Govern- 
ment to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
Boch  a  violation  of  their  territory. 

First  remarking,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  posssess  no  information,  nor  the 
knowledge  of  any  circumstances  indicative  of  such 
a  design  as  that  you  suspect,  1  have  the  honor  to 
assure  you  that,  true  to  the  principles  of  an  impar- 
tial neutrality  to  which  the  United  States  have 
hitherto  invariably  adhered,  their  Government 
will  be  anxious  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their 
neutral  situation,  and  on  all  occasions  adopt  and 
pnrsne  those  measures  which  shall  appear  proper 
and  expedient  for  that  end.  I  am,  with  great 
respect,  &c.,        TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

The  Chevalier  De  Yrujo. 

No,  6. 

The  Chevalier  De  Ymjo  totha  Secretary  of  State. 

Philadblpbia,  April  21, 1767. 
Sir:  Whilst  I  possess  new  reasons  for  believing 
that  it  is  intendea  to  carry  into  efiect  the  expedi- 


tion against  Upper  Louisiana,  on  the  part  of  the 
English,  by  violating  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  as  was  manifested  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  2d  March  last,  I  must  add,  that  I  know  to  a  cer- 
tainty that  the  English  have  made  propositions  to 
General  Clarke  of  Georgia,  in  order  to  avail  them- 
selves of  his  influence  in  that  State,  together  with 
some  other  persons,  for  making  a  diversion  or 
serious  attack  against  Florida;  and  as,  by  your 
letter  of  the  Uth  of  the  last  month,  you  assure  me 
that  the  United  States  would  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  causing  their  neutrality  to  be  re- 
spected, I  do  not  doubt  that  in  consequence  of  this 
my  information,  the  Executive  Government  will 
tase  the  proper  steps,  in  order  that  Georgia  also 
should  not  infringe  the  laws  of  neutrality  to  th« 
injury  of  the  possessions  of  the  King  my  master. 

I  embrace  tnis  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  my 
wishes  to  serve  you,  and  thAt  God  may  preserre 
your  life  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

CARLOS  "M.  DE  YRUJO. 
Timothy  Piceerino,  Esq. 

No.  7. 

Timothy  Pickering  to  the  ChevaKer  de  Tnqo,  Envt^ 
EztraordinRTy  and  Minister  Pbn^otenliaiy  ai  His 
Catholic  Msjes^. 

Department  op  State, 

Philaddphia,  April  28,  1797. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  SIst  instant,  repeating 
your  suspicions  that  it  is  intended  to  carry  into 
efiect  an  expedition,  on  the  part  of  the  English, 
against  Upper  Louisiana,  through  the  territory  of 
the  United  States;  and  adding  that  yon  know  to  a 
certainty  that  the  English  have  made  propositions 
to  General  Clarke,  in  Georgia,  to  obtam  his  influ- 
ence in  that  State,  with  a  view  to  a  dirersioo  or 
serious  attack  against  Florida. 

To  the  first  point  I  have  the  honor  to  answer 
that,  although  tnis  Government  is  still  destitute  of 
any  knowledge  of  facts  or  circumstances  indica- 
ting that  an  expedition  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
lish against  Upper  Louisiana  has  been  project^, 
yet,  desirous  oi  living  on  terms  of  amity  with  our 
neighbor8,on  onesideaQdtheother,agreeablytosub- 
ststingtreaties,!  have  communicated  to  theMinister 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty,for  the  information  of  his 
Government,  the  suspicions  you  have  expressed  of 
an  intended  expedition  against  Upper  LouisianL 
and  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  he  cannot  consent  that  either  should 
march  troops  through  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  to  attack  the  other.  The  sense  of  the 
American  Grovernment  beina  thus  declared  before- 
hand, we  cannot  presume  that  a  measure  will  be 
undertaken  which  cannot  be  ivosecuted  without 
a  violation  oi  our  neutral  righu. 

With  rcsard  to  the  moject  of  an  expedition  by 
the  British  suninst  Florida,  the  aid  of  General 
Clarke,  and  of  persons  whom  he  might  influence, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  orders  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  District  Attorney  <^  Gewgia.  to  in- 
quire into  the  fact  asstatedbyyoujand  ifdiieoveiT 
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•hould  be  made  of  designs  to  Tic4ate  our  ocoiral 
iatin.  tad  (^[•^^ially  of  forming  an  expedition 
againtt  the  ((rrrilorin  of  Hi)  Catholic  Maje^y 
uom  the  terrttorie*  of  the  Uoiied  Slates,  to  take 
the  movt  proper  aod  efectoal  measures  for  frus- 
trattDg  toeb  dentga*',  aod  if  the  fame  »boald  be 
manifctted  br  any  overt  acu,  to  eatue  the  (Coders 
to  be  arrented  aod  brooffht  to  condign  panixhmeot 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Chevalier  De  Yrujo, 

Envoy  Extratrrahuoy, 

No  8. 

Tfanothj  Pttkmum  to  Robert  Li«toa,  'Etpan,  Envoy 
Eslnorduiary,        of  Hit  Britumie  Majesty. 

DEPARTMCirr  OP  State, 

PkUaddpkia,  Ajml  28, 1797. 

Sir:  The  Miniiter  of  His  Catholic  Majeit]r> 
early  in  March  lait,  represented  to  this  Govern- 
meot  hu  itupicions  that  an  expedition  was  pre- 
paring on  the  Lakes,  on  the  part  of  the  Bngfish, 
whose  object  was  an  attack  on  the  Spanish  posts 
in  Upper  Louisiana,  by  a  route  throogh  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  and  requested  the  Gor- 
•miDCDt  to  take  meanires  necessary  to  ptereat 
fueh  a  Tiolation  of  their  territory. 

In  answer  to  the  Spanish  Minister^  after  the 
remark  that  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States 
)ud  no  knowledge  of  any  circumstances  indica- 
tive of  the  design  he  suspected,  he  was  assured 
that,  true  to  the  principles  of  an  impartial  oeu- 
trality,  to  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto 
invariably  adhored,  their  Government  would  be 
anxious  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their  neutral 
situation,  and  on  all  occasions  adopt  and  pursue 
the  hieasures  which  should  appear  proper  aod 
expedient  to  that  end. 

His  Caiholic  Majesty's  Minister  having  lately 
renewed  his  representation,  declaring  that  he  had 
recent  ground  to  believe  that  it  is  intended  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  expedition  before  mentioned 
ajgaiiiHt  Upper  Louisiana,  through  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  I  am  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  to  yoa  this  commu- 
□IcatioiL  and  to  declare  that,  desirous  of  living  on 
terms  of  amity  with  their  neighbors,  on  one  side 
and  the  other,  agreeably  to  suuisting  treaties,  he 
cannot  consent  that  either  should  march  troops 
through  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  at- 
tack the  other. 

The  sense  and  motives  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment being  thus  expressed,  I  doubt  not  the 
sarne  will  be  duly  respected  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government;  and  without  juaging  whe- 
ther suspicions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minis- 
ter are  or  are  not  founded,  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  declaration  now  made  will  be  considered  as 
a  proof  of  our  good  will,  by  preventing  the  great 
expense  of  preparations  for  an  enterprise  which 
cannot  be  prosecuted  without  occasioning  a  vio- 
tktioD  of  the  neutral  rights  or  duties  of  the  United 
States.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

RoBBKT  LiaToii,  Beq. 


No.  a 

Pbiladblpbia,  29th  Jme,  1797. 

R.  LisioD  preseou  his  respects  to  Cokmd  Pick* 
enag.  Secretary  a(  State: 

When  you  first  mnnioned  to  me  the  sosfHcioD) 
expressed  by  the  Spaaish  Minister  respecting  u 
expediiioD  rappoced  to  be  prepuing  on  ihe  Lakes, 
with  a  view  to  atuek  the  Spanish  posts  in  Loai> 
iaoa.  I  took  ibe  liberty  of  observing  to  you  that  1 
had  no  knowledge  any  such  preparations,  aad 
did  not  believe  that  they  existed. 

I  have  since  requested  information  on  the  sub- 
ject from  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  aod 
from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  bare 
aothority  to  assure  you  that  no  expedition  of  the 
natore  «  that  alluded  to  has  been,  or  it  intended 
by  the  British  Government.  Indeed,  the  imivo* 
prietjr  of  violating  the  neutral  territray  of  the 
United  Sutes  is  an  objection  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude to  induce  the  King's  Ministers  to  reject  any 
such  plan,  were  it  invested  to  than. 

No.  10. 

DEPARTMEIfT  OP  StATE,  MoTchl^,  1797. 

Sib:  The  second  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  stiih 
ulated  ^  that,  if  there  should  be  any  troops,  garri- 
soos,  or  settlement^  of  either  party  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other,  (according  to  the  boundaries 
fixed  by  the  same  article)  they  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  said  territory  within  the  term  of 
six  months  after  the  ratification  of  that  treaty,  or 
sooner  if  it  were  ponible."  The  United  States 
have  no  troops,  garrisons,  or  settlements,  within, 
the  territory  oi  His  Catholic  Majesty.  We  do 
not  know  whether  those  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
within  the  United  Slates*  territory  at  the  time 
the  treaty  above  mentioned  was  made,  have  been 
since  withdrawn.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  by  the 
President  to  inquire,  and  do  request  you  to  inform 
me,  what  is  the  fact;  and,  if  those  troops,  Stc^ 
have  not  been  withdrawn,  what  orders  or  mea- 
sures for  their  withdrawing  have  be«i  taken.  It 
is  now  near  eleven  months  since  the  ratificaiioo 
and  exchange  of  the  treaty  took  place.  I  hare 
the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

The  Chevalier  De  Ybcjo, 

JIftntate?'  Plenipotentiary,  ^ 

No.  11. 

PatuiDELPBiA,  April  17,  1797. 
SiB :  Although  I  received,  in  due  time,  the  let- 
ter which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
me  on  the  16th  ultimo,  an  indisposition,  from 
which  I  am  not  yet  altogether  recovered,  pre- 
vented me  from  replying  to  the  inquiry  you  make 
relative  to  the  evacuation  of  the  Spanish  poiB 
within  the  new  line  <tf  demarcation  of  limits  j 
now  take  up  my  pen  to  inform  yon  that  sevew 
months  have  elapsed  since  I  have  recdved  ft  l«t> 
ter  from  the  BaroD  de  Carondelet,  and,  of  coors^ 
I  am  deprived  of  any  informatioo  touching  the 
steps  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
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I  oSer  mysdf  lo  your  disposal,  praying  God  to 

SteiaTe  yoar  life  maoy  years.  Tour  most  obe- 
ieatservaaL  C.  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

TiMOTHT  FlCK£RINO,  Esq. 

No.  12. 

Philadelphia,  Juw  24, 1797. 

Eight  or  ten  dajrs  ago,  I  made  known  to  you 
the  information  which  I  had  received  from  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  relative  to  the  occurreoces 
It  the  Natchez,  between  the  Governor,  Don  Man- 
uel Gavoso  de  Lemos,  and  the  Commlssioaer  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Bllieott }  and  being  desi' 
roas,  at  this  time,  to  avoid  all  equivocation  as  to 
the  substance  of  tnose  letters,  I  have  determined 
to  communicate  it  to  yoo  in  writing. 

By  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  it  is 
stipolated  that  the  garrisons  which  are  found 
above  the  line  of  demarcation  agreed  on^  shall  be 
withdrawn.  Setting  out,  then,  with  this  princi- 
ple, ii  app«irs  that  toe  first  operation  oa^ht  to  be 
to  ^raw  this  line,  in  order  to  know  which  were 
the  garrisons  which  were  to  be  withdrawn,  accord- 
ing to  the  article  cited  ;  and,  although  the  Nat- 
chez and  some  other  Spanish  posts  are  probably 
situated  above  the  said  line  oi  demarcation,  the 
formality  and  delicacy  which  one  Govemmcat 
owes  to  another  required  that  Mr.  Ellicott  should 
not  jmtend  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
DDtll  the  said  demarcation  should  he  made,  and 
die  more  so,  as  he  had  been  informed  officially 
that  the  Spanish  engineer,  M.  Guillemard,  was 
•Iready  on  nis  way  to  fulfil  this  part  of  his  com- 
tnissiun. 

Mr.  Ellicott,  not  attending  to  these  just  obser- 
vations, immediately  began  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  the  Spanish  commander,  bv  hoisting  the  Ame- 
rican fiag  on  a  territory  whicn  would  not  belong 
to  the  United  Slates  till  after  having  jointly  made 
ihr  astronomical  observations  for  ascertaining  the 
course  of  the  line.  Not  content  with  this,  he  be- 
ean  to  exercise  an  authority  which  was  unlawful, 
for  the  same  reasons,  to  wit:  that  of  recruiting 
for  the  United  States  in  a  place  which  was  then 
QBder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. 

These  imprudences,  which  can  admit  of  no 
excuse,  gave  rise  to  a  personal  resentment,  from 
which  mere  is  little  to  hope  with  respect  to  har- 
mony between  those  Commissioners  in  future. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  (Soveroor  General 
of  the  province,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  made 
known  the  just  doubts  which  he  had  about  the 
delivery  of  toe  posts,  since,  in  the  2d  article,  it  is 
not  stipulated  that  they  were  to  be  given  up,  and 
it  seems  that  it  could  never  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  deliver  up  any 
fortifications  on  which  he  liad  expended  great 
nuns  of  money,  and  which,  through  political  vicis- 
nindes,  might,  perhaps^  be  one  day  prejudicial  to 
lusinbjects.  In  this  situation,  prudence  required 
that  the  decision  of  this  doubtful  point  should  be 
left  to  the  two  Governments ;  but  Mr.  Ellicott, 
■dding  imprudence  to  im|Hrndenee,  and  with  a 
pKtezt  irtuch  a  quarrel  between  some  drunken 
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Chickasaws  and  the  people  of  his  company  af- 
forded htm,  not  only  violated  a  territory  then 
Spanish,  by  desiring  to  excite  the  inhabitants  by 
all  imaginable  means,  but  also  carried  his  zeal  so 
far  an  to  attempt  to  ^et  possession  of  the  fort  of 
the  Natchez  by  surprise.  Gfoveroor  Gayoso  says 
he  has  in  his  power  documents  which  prove  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  this  attempt.  Such  con- 
duct was  little  calculated  to  produce  the  spirit  of 
harmony  so  necessary  in  such  circumstances,  and 
obliged  Governor  Gayoso,  when  he  discovered 
such  hostile  intentions,  to  take,  on  his  part,  mea- 
sures necessary  for  his  defence. 

This  is  the  true  state  of  things,  by  which  it 
clearly  appears  that  the  inconsiderate  conduct  of 
Mr.  Ellicott  is  the  only  cause  of  the  disagreement 
at  the  Natchez  *,  the  more  so,  as  the  Spanish  com- 
manders declared  to  him  that,  while  the  two  Gov- 
ernments were  deciding  on  the  doubt  which  oc- 
curred to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  about  the  deli- 
very of  the  posts,  the  drawing  of  the  line  of  de- 
marcation might  be  begun,  when  M.  de  Guille- 
mard, who  had  already  departed  from  New  Oi* 
leans  for  the  Natchez,  should  arrive. 

If,  in  this  situation  of  the  business,  the  com- 
manders changed  their  ideas  or  their  measures,  it 
could  only  proceed  from  the  imprudent  conduct 
of  Mr.  Ellicott.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  desi- 
rous of  ot»erving  religiously  the  treaty,  i^o  far  as 
was  not  inconsistent  with  his  duty,  seeing  the  per- 
sonal resentment  which  exists  between  Mr.  Elli- 
cott and  Qovernor  Gayoso,  desires  that  there  may 
be  sent  to  command  the  detachment  of  American 
troops  on  that  frontier,  a  man  of  judgment  and 
prudeuce,  who,  in  such  delicate  circumstances, 
shall  act  with  moderation,  which  is  of  so  muoh 
importance  to  the  two  Governments. 

This  is  what  I  have  bad  the  honor  of  commu- 
nicating  verbally  to  you,  sir,  io  my  last  confer- 
ence, and  I  repeat  it  now,  recommending  more 
particularly  that  there  should  be  sent,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  lo  that  frontier,  a  person  of 
prudence  and  sound  judgment,  leaving  to  Mr. 
Ellicott  the  technical  part  only :  for,  while  be  acts 
as  principal,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  we  shall  not  see 
the  agents  of  the  two  Governmenis,  which  are 
interested,  proceed  with  that  union  and  harmony 
which  is  ever  import mt  to  us. 

I  repeat,  sir,  my  wishes  of  obliging  you,  and 
that  our  Lord  may  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DE  YRUJO. 

Timothy  Pickbbixo,  Esq.,  &c. 

No.  13. 

NuEvA  Orleans,  1  Marxo,  1797. 

Mui  Senor  Mio  :  He  recibido  con  mucha  satis- 
facion  la  apreciable  de  V.  S.  de  27  Febrero  pasado 
en  que  se  serve  participanne  su  arrivo  a  esa  plaza 
con  el  caracter  ne  Comisario  por  los  Estados  Uni- 
dos  de  America  para  la  demarcacion  de  limitei 
entre  los  territorios  de  S.  M.  C.  y  los  de  los  dichoa 
EUtados. 

Me  causa  ignalmente  la  mayor  eomplaceiicia 
el  testimonio  que  V.  S.  me  da  de  la  corbanidad 

Digitized  tjy  Google 


8139 


APPENDIX. 


3U0 


RekUione  with  Spain. 


Y  Btenciones  que  ha  reeivido  de  lo6  comaodaDte?  : 
de  las  fuertes,  quienes  han  correspondido  a  los 
intencioDes  del  gobieroo,  a  mis  ordeois,  y  a  los 
priDcipios  generales  de  la  nacioii;  y  no  dudo  que 
en  qualquiera  oportuoidad  eocontrarao  los  Espa  . 
nides  igual  y  reciproca  correspondencia  de  ^rte 
de  los  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Uaidos.   Dlos  . 
&C   Benl.  de  V.  S.  8u  mas  tfit.  serr. 

EL  BARON  DE  CARONDKLET. 
DoD.  Ahdbbw  Ellicott. 

No.  14. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Winthrop  Sargent,  Esq.,  8e- 
creUry  of  the  GoTerament  of  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory to  the  Secretary  of  Stete,  dated 

Cincinnati,  .Atfie  3,  X797. 

(Jenerel  Wilkinson  sending  off  an  express,  I 
seize  the  occaaioQ  to  transcribe  for  you  some  paia- 
grapbs  from  a  Western  letter. 

''The  Spaniards  are  reinforcing  their  upper 
posts  on  the  Mississippi  consideraoly.  Qeneral 
Howard,  an  Irishman,  in  the  quality  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief, with  upwards  of  three  hundred 
men.  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  is  employed  in 
«reeting  very  formidable  works.  It  likewise  ap- 
pears, through  TariouB  channels,  that  they  are  in- 
riling  a  great  number  of  Indians  of  the  territory 
to  cross  the  Mississippi,  and,  for  this  express  pur- 
pose, Mr.  Larromie,  an  officer  in  the  pay  of  the 
Crown,  made  a  tour  through  all  this  country  last 
Fall,  since  which  time  several  Indians  bare  been 
sent  on  the  same  errand,  and  generally  furnished 
with  plenty  of  cash  to  defray  their  expenses." 

"A  large  party  of  Delawares  passed  down 
White  river,  about  the  6th  of  May,  on  their  way 
to  the  Spanish  side,  bearing  the  national  flag  of 
Spain  sent  them  from  St.  Louis." 

"  Thev  (the  Spaniards)  have,  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Mississippt,  several  row  gal- 
leys with  cannon." 

No.  15. 
Department  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  Jidy  1, 1797. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  19th  of  the  last  month, 
altadii^  to  the  suspicions  expressed  by  the  Span- 
ish Minister,  respecting  an  expedition  stigge»ted 
to  be  preparing  at  the  Lakes,  against  the  Spaaish 
posts  in  Louisiana,  I  laid  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  received  great  satisfaction 
from  your  assurance  that  no  such  expedition  has 
beeo  or  is  intended  by  the  British  QovernmeDt. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  inquire  whether  you 
can  give  any  information  concerning  any  other 
project  of  an  expedition  against  any  part  of  the 
dominions  of  Spain  adjacent  to  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  where  or  from  whence  any  co- 
operation was  contemplated  1  I  am  aware  of  the 
delicacy  of  this  inquiry ;  but  the  frankness  of  your 
verbal  answer,  formerly,  relating  to  the  alleged 
expedition  from  Canada,  and  the  assurances  in 
your  note  above  mentioned,  lead  me  to  hope  that 
you  will  not  deem  the  present  inquiry  improper, 
and  the  proofs  you  have  uniformly  given  of  re- 


spect to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Dnited 
Slates,  authorize  the  further  hope  that  you  will 
feet  yourself  at  liberty  to  communicate  any  in- 
formation you  may  possess,  which,  on  this  occa- 
sion, may  concern  their  tranquillity  and  wel&re; 
and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  it  is  on  this 
ground  only  that  I  would  make  the  inquiry.  I 
will  add,  however,  that  it  is  not  the  result  of  sus- 
picion, but  of  information,  (in  which  your  name 
15  introduced)  that  some  project  of  the  kind  hu 
been  contemplated,  and  that  the  means  deposed 
to  carry  it  into  exeeutioa  could  not  but  be  highly 
detrimental  to  the  United  States.  I  have  tu 
honor  to  be,  dbc.  T.  PICKERING. 

Robert  Liston,  Esq.,  Envoy  ^c. 

No.  16. 

R.  Liston  presents  his  respects  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  State : 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
yesterday.  Inthecourse  of  last  Wintersomeper- 
soQsdid  actually  propose  to  me  a  planforan  attack 
on  the  Floridas  ami  the  other  possessions  of  Hii 
Catholic  Majesty  adjoining  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  States. 

The  general  outline  of  the  project  was,  that  the 
expedition  should  be  undertaken  by  a  British  force 
sent  by  sea^  and  seconded  by  a  number  of  men  res- 
ident within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  who, 
1  was  assured,  would  be  willing  to  join  the  Eiog^ 
standard,  if  it  were  erected  on  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory. 

I  informed  the  projectors  that  I  could  not  gire 
any  encouragement  to  a  plan  of  this  nature;  and 
I  particularly  stated  two  objections  to  it — tbe  im- 
propriety of  any  measure  that  tended  to  a  viola- 
tion of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  tbe  In- 
dians, a  circumstance  hinted  at  in  the  conversa- 
tion that  had  taken  place  on  the  subject. 

I  conceived  it  to  be  ray  duty,  however,  to  men- 
tion the  business  in  my  correspondence  with  my 
superiors;  and  I  lately  received  an  answer,  ac- 
quainting me  that  His  Majesty's  Ministers  did  not 
tnink  proper  to  give  any  countenance  to  the  |ffo> 

1'ect  The  two  objections  abovealluded  to,  (which 
had  of  course  insisted  on  in  my  report,)  arestated 
sufficient  reasons  for  its  rejection. 

You  must  allow  me,  sir,  to  decline  entering 
into  any  further  particulars.  On  the  one  band 
because,  although  I  have  all  along  suspected  that 
the  persons  who  proposed  the  plan  to  me  might 
not  improbably  -be  employed  by  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  to  endeavor  with  sinister  views  ta 
insinuate  themselves  into  my  confidence,  yet,  as 
these  ray  surmises  may  be  false,  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  betraying  the  secrets  of  men  who  may 
have  meant  me  well;  and,  on  the  other  band,  be- 
cause, however  loose  the  principles  of  these  specu- 
lator:* may  have  been  on  the  suoject  of  the  law  of 
nations,  (as  it  regards  the  duties  of  neutrality.) 
none  of  them  in  their  intercourse  with  me  ever 
expressed  sentiments  that  were  in  any  degree  hos- 
tile to  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
Philauelphia,  Juiy  2, 1797. 


Digitized  Dy 


B141 


APPENDIX. 


3142 


No.  17. 
Department  op  State, 

PhUadelphia,  April  27,  1797. 

Sir  :  This  week  I  received  your  letter  express- 
iog  Tour  acceptance  of  tbe  office  of  District  Atlor- 
ney  tor  Georgia.  I  was  gratified  by  the  iDforraa- 
tion ;  and  hope  your  health  may  be  re-established 
and  enable  you  to  coalinue  to  hold  and  exercise  it. 

Witbio  a  few  days,  tbe  Spanish  Minister,  the 
Cheralier  dTrujo,  has  written  me  as  follows : 

"  I  know  to  a  certainty,  that  the  English  have 
made  propositions  to  General  Clarke,  of  Georgia, 
in  order  to  obtain  his  poweifnl  infiuence  in  tnat 
State,  in  eoojunction  with  some  persons,  who 
migbt  make  a  dirersioQ  or  serious  attack  against 
Florida ;  and,  1  doubt  not  that,  la  consequence  of 
this,  my  advice,  the  Executive  Qovernmeot  will 
take  suitable  steps  for  effectually  preventing  the 
rights  of  nentrality  being  infringed  by  Georgia, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  possessions  of  the  King  my 
master." 

His  letter  has  been  laid  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  whose  direction  I  dave  now 
to  desire  you  immediately  to  inquire  into  the  fact 
asserted  by  the  Spaaish  Minister;  and,  if  any  dis- 
corery  shall  be  made  of  designs  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral duties,  and  especially  of  forming  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  territories  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, uom  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
defiaoce  of  their  laws,  and  particularly  of  the  act 
of  Congress  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  passed  on  the  5th  June,  1794, 
that  you  will  take  the  most  proper  and  effectual 
measures  for  frustrating  such  designs;  and  if  tbe 
same  shall  be  manifest^  bv  any  overt  act8,to  cause 
the  offenders  to  be  arrested  and  secured,  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment.  Inde- 
penideotly  of  the  aid,  whicn,  if  necessary,  you  will 
require  of  the  Gk)vemor  of  Georgia,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  federal  troops  in  that  State  will  be 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  afford  you  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power. 

I  shall  be  oUiged  by  your  ackoowledging  the 
neeipt  of  this  letter,  and  by  a  eommtuication  of 
die  result  of  your  inquiries  into  the  sabjeet  of  it. 
I  am,  sir,  witb  great  respect,  &e. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

CBARLEfl  Jackson,  Esq.,  Di».  Att% 

No.  18. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Charies  JackMn,  Bsq.,  Dis- 
tract  Atinney  of  Georgia,  to  the  8eeretai7  <a  State, 
dated. 

Savannah,  May  32, 1797. 
Sm:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  1  had  the 
boBor  to  receive  some  few  days  past.  It  has  re- 
mained unanswered  until  the  present  moment, 
that  I  might  enable  myself  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  suspicious  entertained  by  the  Spanish 
Aiinister.  respecting  General  Clarke,  as  expressed 
in  your  letter,  were  well  founded.  I  have  made 
diligent  inquiry,  and  cannot  find  any  person  here 
that  knows  anything  of  the  business,  or  that  enter- 
tains a  belief  <h  tbe  kind.  Clarke  was  concerned 
in  a  former  expedition  against  the  Floridas,  in 


conjunction  with  the  French,  and  it  is  possible 
from  this  circumstance,  that  he  is  again  suspected 
He  is  a  man  of  strong  passions,  of  warm  partial- 
ties  for  the  French,  and  violent  antipathies  to  the 
English.  From  these  circumstaoGes,  and  from 
the  matter  being  unknown  to  tbe  citizens  here,  I 
am  led  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  report  altogether. 
It  might  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  he  It  Atr 
from  being  the  man  of  influence  suggested  by  the 
Spanish  Minister.  But  should  it  happen,  contrary 
to  my  expectation,  that  Clarke  should  be  daring 
enough  to  attempt  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  tbe 
Union,  by  accepting  a  commission,  as  has  been 
mentioned,  no  exertions  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  bring  him  to  punishment,  and,  should  it  be 
necessary,  f  shall  direct  the  Marshal  to  call  to  his 
aid  the  federal  troops.  But  I  have  no  doubt,  on 
my  own  part,  but  tjie  civil  authority  has  sufficient 
strength  in  this  State  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  lam 
of  the  Union. 

No.  19. 

Rotterdam.  May  9, 1797. 

Dear  Sib  :  Although  in  the  postscript  to  tbe 
original  and  quadruplicate  of  No.  15,  forwarded 
to-day,  I  have  mentioned  the  latest  intelligence; 
yet,  as  I  find  that  the  schooner  Mary,  of  Boston, 
Captain  Hall,  is  to  sail  from  this  port  to-morrow, 
I  b^  leave  to  mention  again,  that  a  summary  of 
some  of  the  articles  of  the  preliniinaries  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  France  and  the  Empe- 
ror arrived  here  this  mOToing.  "The  Emperor 
cedes  Beligum  to  the  French  Republic ;  he  recog- 
nises the  mdependence  of  the  Republic  of  Lom- 
bardy;  he  admits  the  extension  of  the  French 
boundaries,  to  the  limits  prescribed  by  their  Con- 
stitution and  laws."  Therefore,  the  Meuse,  and , 
not  the  Rhine,  is  to  be  tbe  boundary.  Bonaparte|a 
flanks  and  rear  were  threatened  when  the  prelimi- 
naries were  agreed  upon.  The  Austrians  had  re- 
covered the  Tyrol,  Friuli,  and  Trieste." 

I  received  accounts  to-day  that  the  Juliana, 
from  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  is  taken  and  carried  into ' 
Havre,  and  that  the  Juno,  Rainbow,  and  Char- 
lotte, all  three  from  Charlestpn,  and  the  Hebe, 
from  Savannah,  are  captured  and  carried  into 
Nantz,  and,  in  all  probability ,  will  be  condemned 
for  want  oi  a  roU  ^eauipage,  certified  by  a  public 
officer,  agreeaUy  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
France. 

I  enclosed  you  in  No.  15.  (the  original  of  which 
I  sent  by  Captain  Simpsoii,  of  the  Republican,  via 
Baltimore,  the  duplicate  by  Captain  Gloodricn,  of 
the  Lydia,  via  New  York  ;  the  triplicate  by  Cap- 
tain Harrington,  of  the  Eliza,  to  Philadelphia,) 
and  the  quadruplicate  to  the  care  of  Mr.  King; 
copies  of  Citizen  Merlin's  letter  to  Mr.  Skipwiln, 
Consul  General  at  Paris,  in  which  he  says  that 
when  we  become  just  and  grateful,  and  break  oor 
incredible  treaty  with  England,  France  will  de- 
sist from  her  present  conduct  with  respect  to  us. 
I  refer  you  to  the  copies  transmitted  as  above,  for 
the  particulars  of  this  curious  letter.  It  is  now 
published  as  official  in  the  Redacteur. 

Major  Moontflorence  informs  me  by  the  letter 
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reeeired  to-day,  "  that  he  had  drawo  a  reply  to  it, 
but  that  it  had  beeu  judged  not  proper  to  be  seot ; 
but  that,  ia  lieu  thereof,  it  had  been  proposed  to 
inforni  the  Mioister  by  a  short  note,  that  persisting 
in  the  former  reclamations,  and  not  authorized  by 
the  Goveratnent  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
■h  formal  diplomatic  discussion  on  the  subject 
dierein  mentioned,  a  copy  of  this  letter  of  the  4th 
Floreal,  (April  21,)  should  be  transmitted  lo  our 
Secretary  of  State."  I  remain,  with  great  re- 
spect, &c.,  CHAS.  C.  PINCKNEY. 
Col.  PicKEaiNO,  Secretary  of  State. 


REPORT 

Of  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  the  Prendent  (rf'  the  United 
States,  accompanying  the  Message  of  July  3,  1797 
War  Office,  June  20,  1797. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  respect- 
fully to  report  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  annexed  extracts  of  letters  from  Briga- 
dier General  Wilkinson  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hamtramcic,  relative  to  certain  causes  which  may 
hare  affected  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  on  the 
Western  frontiers;  also  extracts  of  des^tches  to 
Brigadier  General  Wilkinson  atid  Captain  Gnioo, 
respecting  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by  the  latter 
officer,  on  his  arrival  at  the  Natchez  and  Walnut 
Hills,  with  copies  of  a  correspondence  between 
His  Excellency  Manuel  Qayoso  de  Lemos  and 
Lieutenant  Piercy  Pope,  of  the  corps  of  artille- 
rists and  engineers,  and  commandant  of  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
destined  to  take  possession  of  those  posts,  which 
exhibit  the  reasons  that  had  prevented  his  re- 
ceiving ihem. 

The  Secretary  further  reports  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  William  Blount,  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  (the  original  of  which  is  believed  to 
be  in  his  handwritine,)  addressed  lo  James  Carey, 
Interpreter  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  assistant 
to  the  Indian  factory  at  Tellico,  in  Tennessee, 
who  had  received  it,  and  which  bad  since  come  to 
ihe  hands  of  the  principal  of  that  factory. 

JAMBS  McHENRY. 

No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Bri- 
gadier Gennal  James  Wilkison,  dated 

«  Wae  Office,  June  9,  1797. 

"Yetitorday  the  Secretary  of  State  received  let- 
ters from  Mr.  Ellicott,  by  which  it  would  appear 
that  scruples  on  the  part  of  Governor  Gayoso  Wd 
retarded  the  evacuation  of  the  posts. 

"  These  scruples  or  objections  are,  1st :  That,  in 
his  opinion,  the  forts  ought  to  be  demolished. 
2d:  That  he  thought  it  necessary  to  continue  his 
force  in  that  quarter  till  the  claims  of  Spnish 
subjects  to  lands  should  beadjusted  by  negotiation. 

"  As  to  the  Grst,  our  officer  may  be  instructed  to 
agree  to  the  deraoliuon  of  the  works,  if  insisted  on. 
As  to  the  second,  he  will  assure  the  Governor  that 
he  is  authorized  to  say  that  no  person  shall  bedis- 
fnibed  in  his  possession  or  property,  till  an  oppor- 


tunity has  been  afforded  to  apply  to  Congress,  aad 
that  they  may  rely  upon  their  claims  being  a^ 
justed  upon  the  most  equitable  principles. 

"  It  is  to  be  pre«umed,  that  on  receiving  these 
explanation^  the  Spanish  garrisons  will  be  withr 
drawn.  If,  however,  contrary  to  expectatiiHi,  this 
should  not  happen,  our  oflicer  is  to  take  a  secure 
position,  but  not  so  near  them  as  to  give  any 
cause  to  the  Spanish  garrisons  to  apprehend  insatt 
or  injury." 

^    No.  2. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Ct»- 
tain  Isaac  Goion,  ctHnmanding  a  dets  dimwit  of  Qw 
troops  of  the  United  States,  dostined  for  the  Natchn. 

"Was Office,  June  10, 1797. 

"  I  enclose  you  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  Bri- 
gadier General  Wilkinson,  of  yesterday's  dale,  for 
your  government,  in  case  he  should  have  left  Fort 
Washington,  or  by  any  accident  be  prevented 
from  communicating  to  you  the  contents. 

'*  Having  a  perfect  reliance  on  your  pmdenee 
and  judgmen^  I  cannot  doubt  but  your  emnmBiid 
will  prove  satisfactory  to  voorstdf,  and  advantage- 
oas  to  the  United  States." 

No.  3. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Cap- 
tain base  Gnion,  dated 

Wah  Oppicb,  June  15, 1797. 
"  Should  this  despatch  find  you,  where  I  expect  i 
it  will,  at  the  Natchez,  and  the  Spanish  garrisoo  i 
still  in  possession  of  the  works  at  that  place,  yon  | 
will  be  pleased  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating  j 
to  the  commanding  officer  there,  the  enclosed  c(^y 
of  a  Message  (June  12. 1797)  from  the  President 
of  the  UnitM  State;  to  Congress,  and  to  the  inhalHt- 
aats  of  Natchez,  its  contents,  that  both  may  be 
fully  possessed  of  the  intentions  of  Govemment 
You  will  also  inform  the  Spanish  commandant 
that  you  are  ins^aeted  to  pay  the  strictest  atloh 
tion  to  the  engagements  toe  United  Slates  have 
entered  into  by  the  treaty  wiih  Hts  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty:— to  permit  the  demolition  of  the  works;  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  preserve  a  contina- 
aace  of  the  pacific  dinpositions  of  the  Indiaiu 
within  our  limits  towards  the  subjects  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  or  his  Indians;  and  to  prevent 
their  commencing  hostilities  (of  which  tnere  is 
no  appearance)  against  either,  conformably  to  the 
fifth  article  of  the  said  treaty.  That  you  flatter 
yourself,  after  these  candid  assurances,  that  yon 
will  have  the  immediate  pleasure  to  annouoce  to 
the  President  a  full  compliance  with  the  treaty  on 
the  part  of  the  commander  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's forces  within  the  United  States." 

No.  4. 

Extract  of  a  latter  from  Brigadier  General  James  1^ 
Unson  to  the  Secretsiy  of  War,  recMved  SSd  koto*' 

FoBT  Wabhikqton,  Jutte  2, 1797. 
"Lieutenant  CoL  Howar^  of  the  r^mentof 
Louisiana,  an  accomplished  Irishman,  has  arrived 
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at  St.  Loais  with  four  hundred  regular  troops; 
be  is  strengtheaiDg  the  works  of  that  place,  and 
ragaDizing  the  militia}  aod  I  bare  iDiormatioD, 
throogh  a  confideDtial  channel,  that  it  was  deter- 
minea,  as  earif  as  September  test,  not  to  give  up 
the  posts  on  the  Mississippi." 

No.  5. 

Extnct  of  a  lettar  fiom  Brigadier  General  James  WIl- 
kiiMonto  die  Secretary  of  War.  reosivedSSd  instant, 
dated 

FoBT  Wabhinotom,  June  4, 1797. 

''Letters  from  all  quarters  announce  the  dis- 
contents and  menacing  aspect  of  the  savages ;  two 
white  men  hare  beeu  recently  murdered  on  the 
Ohio,  below  the  Cumberland,  and  the  savages  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  and  those  who  pass  Massac, 
make  no  hesiution  to  arow  their  purpose  of  war; 
the  Shawnese,  at  the  old  Tawa  towns,  are  our 
nearest  neighbors — they  profess  frieodship,  but  are 
making  no  preparations  for  a  crop,  which  is  a 
ceruin  indicauon  of  their  intention  to  change 
ground. 

^  The  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Hamiramck  is  corroborated  by  information  from 
Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincennes,  and  Massac. 

"  At  the  same  time.  Colonel  Howard  is  strength- 
ening his  works  at  St  Louts,  aod  organizing  the 
militia,  who  are  taken  into  pay  at  nine  dollars 
per  month." 

No.  6. 

Bxtiact  of  a  letter  from  Lientenant  Colonel  Hamtramck 
to  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinson,  dated 

Detroit,  May  21, 1797. 

"The  departure  of  the  fourth  regiment,  and 
now  the  artillery,  makes  us  very  weak ;  it  has  re- 
duced our  guards  from  officer's  guards  to  non-com- 
missioned officer's,  and  our  strength  does  not  admit 
of  three  relieves. 

"  I  have  had,  for  a  long  time  past,  a  large  num- 
ber of  Indians ;  I  do  not  know  well  their  inten- 
tions, but  I  think  it  would  be  prudent  not  to 
weaken  the  garrison  more  than  it  is;  and  I  am 
pretty  sure  that  both  the  French  and  the  Span- 
iards hare  emissaries  among  the  Indians.  I  have 
it  from  indubitable  authonty,  that  a  large  belt 
&om  the  Spaniards  is  now  travelling  through  the 
diflerent  nations." 

No.  7. 

Sxtraet  ut  a  letter  ftom  Lientenant  Pim^  Ptne  to  the 
Seentaiy  fiir  the  Department  of  War,  raoeiTed  tSth 
June,  dated 

Camp,  May  9, 1797. 
8u :  I  arrived  at  the  Walnut  Hills  on  the  13th 
of  last  month.  Previous  to  my  arrival  at  that 
place,  orders  were  lodged  with  the  commandant 
of  that  post  not  to  sa^r  my  troops  to  come  any 
lower  aown  until  further  orders.  At  this  I  re- 
mained for  eight  or  ten  days,  when  I  received  a 
fetter  from  Governor  Gayoso,  informing  me  that 
he  should  be  happy  to  see  myself  and  detachment 
arrive^  I  inuAediately  embarked  all  mly  troops, 


and  moved  on  to  Natchez,  at  which  place  I  ar- 
rived the  24tb  April,  was  received  extremely  well, 
and  everything  appeared  to  go  perfectly  right  for 
several  days ;  the  evacuation  appeared  to  be  going 
on  with  great  life,  when,  all  at  once,  the  military 
stores  were  immediately  ordered  back,  their  troops 
busily  engaged  alt  night  taking  back  and  remount- 
ing the  cannon.  This  kind  of  conduct,  I  assure 
you,  appeared  and  still  appears  strange;  they  are 
strengthening  the  garrison  here,  detachments  of 
troops  daily  arriving ;  the  whole  of  which  are,  both 
day  and  night,  working  and  fortifying  themselves; 
I  cannot  say  against  what.  Reinforcements  are 
daily  going  up  to  the  Walnut  Hills,  for  no  other 
purpose  but  strengthening  thai  place.  The  mili- 
tia is  ordered  to  be  embodied — tnis,  however,  is  a 
report,  though  I  believe  a  very  just  one,  which 
has  alarmedthe  inhabitants  extremely,  who  are 
respectable  and  numerous.  I  am  also  informed, 
this  evening,  that  what  is  called  the  Mexican  regi- 
ment are  now  on  their  way  to  garrison  this  place 
and  the  Walnut  Hills.  There  liave  been  several 
attempts  made  to  draw  on  the  Indians  upon  my 
troops.  I  have  fully  ascertained  this  fact,  and 
demanded  of  the  Giorernor  to  have  a  principal 
actor  immediately  brought  to  punishment,  or  sent 
out  of  the  country.  He  has  been  sent  for,  and  is 
now  on  board  of  one  of  the  galleys,  which  is  now 
about  descending  the  river. 

No.  8. 

Don  Manuel  Gayoao  de  Iiemos  to  Lieotanant  Pope. 

Natchez,  March  25, 1797. 

Sir:  By  Mr.  Philip  Minor  I  am  informed  that 
you  was  preparing  to  come  down  the  Mississippi 
to  take  possession  of  the  posts  on  the  east  bank  of 
this  river,  to  the  north  of  31  degrees  latitude.  Not 
long  ago.  Gen.  Wayne  sent  a  message  to  Baron  Ca- 
rondelet,  Generat-m-cbief  of  this  province,  inqui< 
ring  when  it  would  be  convenient  and  agreeule 
to  him  to  order  the  said  posts  to  be  evacuated. 
His  excellency  the  Baron  has  answered,  and  the 
answer  cannot  yet  hare  prod'iced  the  determina- 
tion you  have  taken  to  anticipate  the  time  ap- 
pointed. Depending  on  the  friendly  arrangements 
that  the  two  Generals  had  entered  into,  neither 
Nogales  or  this  place  is  yet  evacuated,  though  the 
necessary  steps  aie  taken  to  verify  it  within  one 
month;  therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  encamp 
your  troops  in  the  first  convenient  place  on  either 
bank  of  this  river,  nigh  the  place  where  this  may 
be  delivered  to  you,  by  mv  adjutant,  Captain  Ste- 
phen Minor.  I  sbul  wttn  pleasure  see  your  con- 
descension, as  this  will  be  a  proof  of  the  good 
harmony  tnat  subsists  between  onr  nations,  wnieh 
is  more  particularly  recommended  to  ns  by  the 
King.  The  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  while  the  evacuation  of  this  place  is  car- 
rying on,  would  hare  an  appearance  .of  compul- 
sion, which  would  not  be  decent  to  the  decorum 
due  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  when  so  intimately 
allied  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

As  soon  as  the  military  stores  are  embarked,  I 
shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  with  it. 
and  then  will  be  very  happy  to  see  you  here,  ana 
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to  be  penooally  acquainted  with  you.  I  am,  with 
tike  hisbesteonsi'leratioD,  sir,  dbc. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Captain  Pope. 

No.  9. 

Don  Mannel  Giyoeo  de  Lemot  to  Lieutenimt  Pope. 

Natchez,  April  1, 1797. 

Sir:  Since  I  addressed  you  by  Major  Minor,  I 
have  received  orders  from  his  Excellency  Baroo 
Carondelet,  General-ia-chief  of  this  pronnce,  to 
suspend  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  within  my 
junsdiclion,  until  our  Court  has  settled  with  the 
united  States  of  America  some  difficulties,  wluch 
can  be  levelled  only  by  our  respective  Ministers. 
The  perfect  peace  and  harmony  subsisting  between 
the  two  nations  do  not  allow  us  to  doubt  but  we 
shall  shortly  receive  intelligence  concerning  the 
results  this  suspension,  [t  is  my  duty  to  in- 
form you  of  this  circumstance,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  offer  you  anv  assistance  that  you  may  be 
in  need  of  at  the  Walnut  Hills,  and  give  you  every 
IH^oof  of  our  disposition  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
sunding  and  sucere  friendship  with  the  United 
States. 

Notwithstanding  I  have  already  given  the  ne- 
cessary orders  to  the  commandant  of  that  post  to 
prepare  convenient  accominodatiooft  for  your 
troops,!  reiterate  them  by  this  opportunity ;  beine 
anxious  that  you  may  meet  with  every  possible 
convenieDcy  at  that  place.  I  am,  with  consider- 
ation, sir,  &e. 

M.  OAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
FiBRCT  8.  Pope,  Esq. 

Commandi$if^  O^cer^  Wabaa  ifiUa. 

No.  10. 

LituleMDt  Pope  to  Captain  Bnranard,  Ciommaiiding 
Oflker,  Walnut  Hills. 

Walnut  Hillb,  AprU  13,  1797. 
Sir:  I  have  this  morning,  with  attention,  pe- 
rused two  letters  from  Governor  Gayoso,  men- 
tioning a  message  from  General  Wayne  to  Baron 
Carondelet,  GeneraUin-cbief  of  this  province,  to 
know  when  it  would  be  convenient  to  him  to 
bare  the  posts  evacuated.  I  could  not  know  or 
anticirate  the  answer  to  General  Wayne*s  mes- 
sage; nut  on  my  arrival  at  Fort  Mauac.  was  in- 
formed by  the  commaodiDg  officer  at  that  place 
that  the  posts  were  ready  to  be  evacuated.  Agree- 
ably to  my  orders,  and  in  consequence  of  this  in- 
formation, I  am  now  coming  forward  with  my 
detachment,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession 
of  the  lowest  post  on  the  Mississippi — the  Nat 
chez  post. 

It  IS  my  wish,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  promote  Iiarmony  and  a  friendly  ex- 
chanf^  of  eood  offices  between  the  United  States 
and  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Catholic  Migesty 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c. 

PIERCY  8.  POPE,  Lieut.  ArtiOery, 
Oonmanding  U.  8taie»^  troop$,  Miaaiaatppi. 

Captain  Bdrqdabd,   

Conmanding  (ygicer,  WaJntttmOa. 


No.  11. 

LieuL  Piercy  8.  Pope  to  Don  Manuel  Omjoma  de  Looioa 
Walnut  Hills,  AprU  15, 1797. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  March,  and  the 
other  of  the  1st  instant,  were  both  delivered  me 
by  the  commanding  officer  at  Nogales  yesterday. 
I  was  extremely  sorry  that  my  indisposition  was 
such  as  prevented  an  answer.  I  am  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  circumstance  of  General  Wayne  h«r> 
ing  sent  a  message,  inquiring  when  it  would  be 
convenient  to  evacuate  the  posts.   I  am  onae- 

?uainted  with  the  answer  to  tnis  inquiry,  nor  did 
anticipate  the  time  appointed  for  tneir  delivery ; 
for  the  first  information  received  by  me  on  tms 
subject  was  at  Fort  Massac,  which,  togef  her  with 
my  orders  of  instruction,  induced  me  to  suppose  a 
delay  for  receiving  the  posts  would  be  improper. 
I  have,  sgreeably  to  your  request,  encamped  my 
troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  imme- 
diately above  Nogales.  I  assure  you  it  is  with 
pleasure  I  have  to  acknowledre  the  polite  trca^ 
ment  and  attention  my  troops  have  received,  since 
their  arrival  at  this  place,  from  the  commandant; 
and  rest  assured  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  to  cultivate  that  present  interesting  har- 
mony which  is  between  the  two  nations.  No* 
thing  will  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  pez^ 
sontJly  acquainted  with  you,  when  eonveoienee 
will  permit.  I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  &c 
PIERCY  S.  POPE,  UaU.  ArtOierf, 
Conmanding  U.  Stated  troopa,  Miaaiasvpfi- 

No.  12. 

Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos  to  Lieut  Piercy  B.  Pope. 

Natchez,  AprU  17,  1797. 
Sir:  By  the  commandant  of  that  post  I  am  in- 
formed of  your  arrival  there,  with  the  troops  under 
your  command ;  and  he  has  also  sent  me  the  let- 
ter that  you  wrote  to  him,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ception of  my  two. 

The  particular  reaitons  that,  for  the  present, 
have  suspended  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  do 
not  affect  the  treaty  in  any  other  respect ;  and 
these  will  soon  be  settled  between  His  Catholic 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  they 
being  of  a  nature  that  only  wants  an  explanation: 
therefore,  it  has  been  my  most  earnest  wish  to 
keep  the  settlements  in  peace  and  quiet  ontil  that 
political  change  takes  place. 

As  I  expecm  vou  mi^ht  come  down  before  an 
information  of  this  incident  eould  teach  von,  1 
provided  the  most  convenient  bwmek»  uwi  I 
eould  for  your  tro<^  at  that  pest,  widiing  to  show 
the  United  States  the  greatest  attention  to  theii 
troops ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  dispositioD, 
having  conferred  with  the  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott, 
we  have  agreed  that  you  should  remove  to  this 
place,  to  encamp  in  its  vicinity,  where  you  may 
oe  assisted  with  everything  more  coovaii«itly. 
By  this  opportunity,  I  forward  the  coirespondeat 
orders  to  the  commandant  of  that  post,  who  wilt 
do  everything  necessary  to  facilitate  and  expedite 
youi  descent,  which  I  hope  will  be  speedy,  as  I 
ftatto-  myself  with  the  prospect  of  much  satlsfte- 
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tioa  in  fonniDf  your  acqtMiataDce.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Ac. 

M.  GAY080  DE  LEMOS. 
P.  S.  Pope,  Esq. 

No.  13. 

Dob  Huuel  GajOM  de  Lemos  to  Lieut.  Pien^  8.  Pope. 

Natohbz,  May  1,  1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
Commander  Qeneral  of  this  province  desires  me 
to  inform  you  that  His  Majesty's  EuToy  in  the 
United  States  has  giren  him  the  intelligence  of 
an  attack  proposed  against  oar  part  of  the  lUinois 
by  the  British,  from  Canada ;  and  as  such  an  ex- 
pedition cannot  take  place  without  passing  tluvoffh 
the  tenitory  of  the  United  States,  said  Enroy  did 
officially  eommanieate  what  was  necessary  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  requiring 
that  convenient  orders  should  be  issued  to  have 
their  territory  respected  and  fffovided  for  their 
own  safetv ;  which  we  doubt  not  but  the  United 
States  will  acquiesce  to,  in  consequence  of  the 
treaty  and  the  good  harmony  that  subsist  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty. 

The  said  Commander  Gteneral  of  this  province, 
in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  iDformation,  finds 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  putting  in  a  state 
of  defence  several  points  oi  this  river,  and  partic- 
olarly  Nwales,  to  cover  Lower  Louisiana,  and  in 
ease  the  British  should  succeed  in  their  projects 
against  Illinois;  for  which  purpose  a  convenient 
force  shall  be  sent  to  Nogales  to  rei»ir  and  defend 
that  post,  which,  far  from  being  against  the  inter- 
est of  the  United  States  of  America,  will,  in  case 
of  being  agreed  to,  leave  the  military  post  ia  that 
state  which  it  may  be  found. 

As  this  is  a  powerful  reason,  in  addition  to  those 
that  offered  before,  to  suspend  the  evacuation  of 
these  posts,  and  of  running  the  line,  as  our  atten- 
tion is  entirely  drawn  towards  the  defence  of  the 
province,  the  said  Commander  Cleneral  orders  me 
to  pass  to  yon  this  official  communication  ;  and, 
in  craseqoence  of  the  nnavoidable  delay,  to  re- 
peat to  yon,  io  his  name,  the  proposal  of  remaia- 
ing  here,  to  go  down  to  Lower  Louisiana,  or  as 
be  ihiaks  might  be  preferable,  to  remove  to  Villa 
Qayoso,  where  there  are  sufficient  buildings  to  ac- 
eommodate  both  yon  and  your  troops ;  this  insin- 
aatioo  being  an  effect  of  the  desire  we  have  to 
show  every  degree  of  consideration,  as  a  proof  of 
our  disposition  to  improve  the  friendship  between 
our  nations,  assuring  you  that,  in  any  part  thai  you 
should  determine  to  ranove  or  stayj  the  Com- 
mander Qeneral  of  this  province  will  &eilitate 
ererjr  eonveaiency  in  his  power  for  your  satisfac- 
tion.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 

M.  OAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Captain  P.  S.  Pope. 

No.  14. 

lient  Fieicy  8.  Pope  to  Don  M.  Oi^oso  de  Lonos. 

Camp,  May  2, 1797. 
Sia :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  delivered  me 
by  your  Adjutant,  Capt.  S.  Minor.  The  Governor 


General  has,  as  appears  from  your  letter  to  m& 
requested  that  I  should  be  informed  of  a  proposed 
attack,  on  your  part  of  the  Illinois  country,  by  the 
British  force  of  Canada,  and  that  such  an  expedi- 
tion cannot  take  place  .without  passing  through 
the  territorv  of  the  United  States.  I  have  not  a 
doubt  but  that  the  United  States  have  made  such 
arrangements  as  will  secure  to  them  the  respect 
due  the  nation ;  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  every 
preparation  has  been  made  to  carry  into  effectr 
wtLli  firmness  the  late  ueaty  between  His  Most 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States. 

The  second  part  of  your  letter  more  particular- 
ly concerns  me,  as  a  longer  delay  of  the  evacuar 
tion  of  the  Walnut  Hills  and  Natchez  I  cannot 
possibly  consider  in  any  other  light  than  an  indi- 
rect violatioa  of  the  late  treaty. 

The  landing  of  any  troops  for  the  purpose  of 
fortifying  or  reinforcii^  Nogales,  or  any  other  post, 
above  a  due  east  an<r  west  line,  to  be  drawn  33 
min.  and  46  sec.  south  of  Mr.  Ellicott's  present 
encampment  will  be  highly  improper,  and  no 
doubt  considered  as  a  direct  attack  on  the  honor 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  liberties  of  the 
citizens,  and  an  invasion  of  a  part  of  our  territory  j 
there  being  no  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  the  latter  Power  would  have  every 
reason  of  complaint,  should  such  a  measure  be 
suffered.  I  now  proceed  to  the  third  and  last  part 
of  your  letter,  and  cannot  suppose  the  reasons  <>£• 
fered  for  a  longer  detention  of  the  posts  within 
the  United  States,  and  running  the  line,  sufficient. 
The  fortifjriny  or  remaining  io  fwee  against  your 
enemies  within  the  territory  of  the  Umted  Stata^ 
when  holding  the  oppobite  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  you  may,  witn  e^ual  case^  o|qx>$e  your  enfr 
mies,  may  be  productive  of  disagreeaUe  cons»> 
quences  to  both  our  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  your  friendship  and  polite  attention  to 
myself  and  troops,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  in- 
form you  that  my  present  eligible  situation  super- 
sedes the  necessity  of  a  removal.  I  am,  with  due 
respect,  &c., 

PIERCY  S.  POPE,  Lieut.  ArUUery, 
Commanding  U.  Stales'  troop*,  Mttiagif^ 

No.  15. 

Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemoa  to  Lieutenant  Piercy 
8.  Pope,  dated 

Natchez,  May  3, 1797. 

SiB :  Yesterday,  by  Lieutenant  John  McClary, 
I  received  your  answer  to  my  communication  of 
the  day  before.  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  construc- 
tion you  give  to  such  an  (^cial  communication, 
which  leaves  no  room  of  doubt. 

The  project  of  an  attack  from  the  British  in 
Canada  is  positive;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
it  L9  the  duty  of  the  Commander  General  of  this 
province  to  oppose  it  by  every  means  in  bis  power, 
though  the  pronability  is  that  they  will  not  be  able 
to  carry  their  plan  into  execution,  as  we  rely  on 
the  friendship  of  the  United  States,  who  certainly 
will  not  voluntarily  permit  such  an  armed  force 
|0  pass  through  their  territory,  to  attack  the  do- 
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minions  of  His  Majesty;  bat  aa,  when  such  an 
expedition  was  proposed,  the  Bntish  knew  very 
well  that  to  accomplish  it  they  must  necessarily 
pass  through  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
they  have  certainly  had  it  in  riew  either  to  pass 
(he  posts  by  surprise,  or  some  other  combiDBtioo 
that  secureid  to  them  the  means  of  reaching  Illi- 
nois. It  is  to  prevent  the  effect  of  such  an  event 
that  the  said  Commander  General  takes  every 
measure  to  obstruct  their  success  at  their  first  an- 

f (roach,  or  a  continuance  of  it,  if  fortune  should 
avor  them  in  Upper  Louisiana. 

We  are  far  from  acting  in  a  manner  so  as  to 
alter  the  good  understaDOtng  that  happily  subsists 
between  our  nations.  Political  reasons  have  caus- 
ed a  suspension  of  the  eTacnation  of  these  posts — 
reasons  that  are  to  be  settled  Ministerially,  and 
that  are  out  of  mv  line  to  controTert  My  duty  is 
to  comply  wi^  t^e  superior  orders  of  my  General- 
in-ehi^,  which  are  positively  to  keep  the  best 
faumony  with  you,  and  attend  to  every  other  ob- 
ject concerning  the  safety  of  this  province. 

There  is  no  reason  to  apprehena  that  the  treaty 
between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and  His 
Majesty  will  not  take  place  in  every  point;  the 
delay,  experienced  with  regard  to  one  part  of  it,  is 
not  a  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  is  only  referred 
to  the  regular  Ministerial  procedure,  which,  when 
settled,  will  be  exactly  complied  with;  in  the 
meanwhile,  no  alteration  can  take  place,  nor  can 
any  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  be  consider- 
ed alienated,  delivered  in  a  solemn  and  regular 
manner ;  and,  ontil  that  period,  the  dominion  of 
His  Majesty  does  not  cease. 

The  communication  that  the  Commander  Gen- 
eral of  this  province  has  ordered  me  to  impart  to 
you,  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  gooJ  understanding 
that  he  is  desirous  to  cultivate,  by  informing  yon 
of  an  important  circumstance  that  concerns  both 
our  nationsj  without  expecting  that  you  would 
offer  any  objections  to  the  indispensable  disposi- 
tions that  he  finds  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
province. 

As  your  answer  is  of  a  nature  that  requires  the 
immediate  communicetioD  of  it  to  my  General- 
in-chief,  I  request  you  to  inform  me  further,  if  you 
have  positive  orders  to  make  the  objections  that 
you  have  signified  to  me,  as  it  must  necessarily 
uflueoce  tlie  conduct  of  the  King  my  master  to- 
wards the  United  States  of  America ;  and  as, 
likewise,  this  is  a  necessary  step  to  justify  that  I 
have  not  been  negligent  in  requiring  this  import- 
ant ioielligenee.  1  nave  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS, 
Brig.  Gen.ajtd  Governor  of  NaUMz. 

Lieut.  PiBRCT  Shitb  Pope. 

No.  16. 

Xdsuteaant  Piercy  8.  Pope  to  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  da 
Lemos,  dttad 

Camp,  May  5,  1797. 
Sib  :  I  received  your  letter  by  Captain  Minor, 
requesting  of  me  to  be  informed  whether  I  hat) 
positive  orders  for  the  objections  I  made  in  replj 
to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant.   1  have  no  offi- 


cial information  from  the  United  Slates  of  unf 
pending  negotiations  that  respects  the  late  treaty, 
and  consequently  have  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  United  States  consider  the  treaty  carried 
into  effect,  as  far  as  respects  the  evacuation  of  the 
posts  on  the  east  side  oi  the  Mississippi,  above  the 
3l8t  degree  north  latitude,  and  therefore  condade 
that  any  reinforcements,  or  additional  works  will 
have  a  tendency  to  disturb  that  harmony  whiek 
at  pr^nt  happily  prevails  between  the  two  m- 
tions.  and  which  I  am  directed  to  cultivate. 

You  told  me  yesterday  that  you  had  received 
information  from  a  gentleman,  that  I  intended  lo 
attack  the  garrison  at  this  place.  I  now  reqaeit 
that  you  will  discover  the  author,  that  henuy 
hare  it  in  his  power  to  acquit  himself  of  this  sc- 
sertion,  or  be  brought  to  that  just  tribunal  a  crime 
of  so  heinous  a  nature  merits  as  the  informer  hn 
been  guilty  of.   I  am,  dbc, 

PIERCY  S.  POPE,  ZAeut.  ArttUay, 
Commanding  U.  Statet'  troop*,  Miatimp^ 

No.  17. 

Don  Haniiel  Oayoio  de  Lemos  to  Lieutaouit  Piti^ 
8.  P(q>e,  dated 

Natchez,  May  6, 1797. 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter,  dated  the  5th  in.*!., 
delivered  me  by  Lieutenant  John  McClary,  in 
reply  to  mine  of  the  3d,  by  which,  and  bjr  yoar 
conferences,  I  am  persuaded  of  your  disposition  to 
cultivate  that  good  harmony  that  is  justly  due  to 
our  nations.  On  my  part,  I  pledge  my  oxmat  to 
you  that  I  shall  invariably  continue  eoDsidcfiiig 
you,  not  only  as  I  do  every  individual  of  yonrna- 
tion,  but  yet  more  particularly  under  the  sacred 
view  of  its  representatives,  as  likewise  every  IN^ 
son  under  your  command,  and  under  the  direetioB 
of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott. 

I  do  assure  you,  likewise,  that  my  conductshill 
be  such  as  not  to  merit  the  reflection  of  your  na- 
tion, nor  expose  mine  to  any  contest  on  aceoanl 
thereof,  being  answerable  by  m^  doty,  and  by  mr 
honor,  to  act  with  such  propnety  as  will  joitiff 
me  in  my  public  capacity. 

With  regard  to  the  person  that  gave  the  inform- 
ation that,  in  my  familiar  conversation,  I  com- 
municated to  you,  be  must  be  despised,  and  othm 
discountenanced  both  by  you  and  me,  as  onratn- 
ations  are  sacred,  and  only  subject  to  the  aliett' 
tions  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  our  nations.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c», 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LBMOa 

No.  18. 

CoL.  Kixg'b  Ibon  Works, 

AprU%l,  1797. 

Dear  Carey:  I  wished  to  have  seen  yon  be- 
fore I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  but  1  am  obliged 
to  return  to  the  session  of  Congress,  which  com- 
mences on  the  15th  May. 

Among  other  things  that  1  wished  to  harettea 
you  about,  was  the  Imsiness  of  Captain  Cbishohs 
mentioned  to  the  British  Minister  last  Winter,  it 
Philadelphia. 
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I  beliere,  but  sm  noi  quite  sure,  that  the  plan 
then  talked  of  will  be  attempted  this  Fall,  aod,  if 
it  is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  much  largfer  way 
than  tfaeo  talked  of ;  and  if  the  Indians  act  their 
put,  I 'have  no  doubt  but  it  will  succeed.  A  man 
of  consequence  has  gone  to  England  about  rbe 
bosinessi,  and  if  he  makes  the  arrangemeius  as  he 
expects,  I  shall  myself  have  a  hand  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  probably  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  bu- 
siness on  the  part  of  the  British.  You  are,  how- 
ever, to  understand,  that  it  is  yet  not  quite  certain 
that  the  plan  will  be  attempted,  yet  you  will  do 
well  to  keep  things  id  a  proper  train  for  action  in 
ease  it  should  be  attempted,  and  to  do  so  will  re> 
quire  all  your  management ;  I  say,  will  require  all 
your  managemeat,  because  you  muft  take  care,  in 
whaterer  you  say  to  Roger^  or  anybody  else,  not 
to  lei  the  plan  be  discovered  by  Hawkins,  Dins- 
moor,  Byers,  or  any  other  person  in  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  I  attempt  this  plan,  I  shall  expect  to  hare 
yott  and  all  my  Indian  couotry  and  Indian  friends 
with  me;  but  you  are  dow  in  good  business,  1 
hope,  and  you  are  not  to  risk  the  Toss  of  it  by  say- 
ing anyihiog  that  will  hurt  you  until  you  again 
h^r  from  me.  Where  CaptaiD  Chisbolm  is,  1  do 
not  know ;  I  left  him  io  Philadelphia  in  March, 
and  he  frequently  visited  the  Minister,  and  spoke 
upon  the  subject;  but  I  beliere  he  will  go  into  the 
Cfreek  nation  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Oeor- 

f'm.  He  gave  out  he  was  going  to  England,  but 
did  not  Delieve  him.  Among  things  that  you 
may  safdy  do,  will  be  to  keep  up  my  consequence 
with  Watts,  and  the  Creeks  and  Chen^eesjgeae- 
rally,  and  ytm  must  by  no  means  say  anything  in 
CiTor  of  Hawkins,  but  as  often  as  you  can,  with 
safety  to  yourseltyou  may  teach  the  Creeks  to 
believe  he  is  no  oetter  than  he  should  be.  Any 
power  or  consequence  be  gets  will  be  against  our 
plan.  Perhaps,  Refers,  who  has  no  office  to  lose, 
IS  the  best  man  to  gire  out  talks  against  Hawkins. 
Read  the  letter  to  Rogers,  and  if  you  think  it  best 
to  send  it  to  him,  put  a  wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it 
to  him  by  a  safe  hand,  or  perhaps  you  had  best 
send  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  speak  to  him 
yourself  respecting  the  state  and  ivoepeet  of 
thinzs. 

I  have  advised  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take 
care  of  yourself;  1  have  now  to  tell  you  to  take 
care  of  me  too,  for  a  discovery  of  the  plan  would 
]ireveot  the  success,  and  much  injure  all  the  par- 
ties concerned.  It  may  be  that  the  Commission- 
m  may  not  ran  the  line  as  the  Indians  expect  or 
wish,  and,  in  that  case,  it  is  probable  the  Indians 
may  be  taught  to  blame  me  for  making  the 
treaty. 

To  such  eomidaiats  against  me,  if  such  there 
are,  it  may  be  said  by  my  friends,  at  proper  times 
and  places,  that  Doublehead  confirmed  the  treaty 
with  the  President,  at  Philadelphia,  and  received 
as  much  as  &ve  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid 
to  the  nation  over  and  above  the  first  price ;  in- 
deed, it  may  with  truth  be  said,  that  though  I 
made  the  treaty,  that  I  made  it  by  the  instructions 
of  the  President;  and,  in  fact,  it  may  with  truth 
be  said,  that  1  was  by  the  President  instructed  to 


purchase  more  land  than  the  Indians  would  agree 
to  sell.  This  sort  of  talk  will  be  throwing  all  the 
blame  off  me  upon  the  late  Presideot,  and,  as  heis 
now  out  of  office,  it  will  be  of  no  consequence 
how  much  the  Indians  blame  him.  And.  among 
other  things  that  may  be  said  for  me  is,  that  I  was 
not  at  the  running  of  the  Hoe,  and  that  i(  I  had 
been,  it  would  have  been  run  more  lo  their  satis- 
faction. In  short,  you  understand  the  subject.and 
must  take  care  to  give  out  the  moper  talks  to  Keep 
up  my  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Chere»- 
kees.  Can*i  Rogers  contrive  to  get  the  Creeks  to 
desire  the  President  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the 
nation ;  for  if  he  stays  in  the  Creek  nation,  and 
gets  the  ^ood  will  of^  the  nation,  he  can  and  will 
do  great  mjury  lo  our  plan ;  when  you  hare  read 
this  letter  over  three  times,  then  burn  it.  I  shall 
be  at  Knoxville  in  July  or  August,  when  I  will 
send  for  Watts,  and  git  e  him  the  whiskey  I  pro- 
mised him.  I  am,  £c., 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 


A  Letter  to  Timothy  Pickering.  Esq.,  Secretary 
of  StaUyfrom  the  Chevalier  de  Ytwo,  Minister 
l^^KOerUianf  ^  kit  Catholic  S^c^eaty, 

Pheladelpbia,  July  11, 1797. 

Sib:  Your  additional  report  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
officers  of  the  Kin^  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  the 

fo»is  and  the  ruoniDg  of  tne  boundary  line,  which 
find  published  in  afl  the  newspapers,  obliges  me 
to  trouble  yon  with  this  letter.  If  your  discus- 
stoQ  of  facts  had  been  as  correct  and  impartial  as 
there  was  reason  to  expect,  I  should  not  nave  been 
under  the  necessity  of  undertaking  this  task ;  but 
the  construction  which  you  are  pleased  to  put 
upon  every  act  of  the  Spanish  officers  in  general, 
and.  especially  upon  those  in  which  I  am  person- 
ally concerned,  compels  me  lo  observe  upon  seve- 
ral expressions,  which  I  have  noticed  in  your  said 
report. 

You  begin,  sir,  with  saying,  "  that  although  I 
had  declared  I  had  just  reasons  for  suspecting  an 
expedition  from  Canada  was  preparing  by  the 
Bntish  against  the  upper  parts  of  Louisiana,  yet 
I  never  had  meutioned  a  smgle  fact  or  reason  on 
which  my  suspicion  was  founded."  In  my  letter 
of  the  2d  of  March,  I  pointed  out  to  yon  the 
probable  route  which  the  expedition  would  take, 
and  in  our  conference  of  the  37th  of  February,  I 
gave  you  information  that  a  corps  of  350  men 
had  been  raised  at*  Montreal,  and  marched  to- 
wards the  lakes,  where,  after  the  evacuation  of 
the  American  forts,  there  was  no  ostensible  object 
for  them.  I  also  told  you  that  I  knew  that  the 
British  a|;ents  had  treated  with  some  of  the  In- 
dian nations  in  that  country,  concerning  the  in- 
tended expedition,  and  I  added,  that  I  had  received 
those  adrices  from  a  person  who  might  be  depend- 
ed on,  who  had  seen  those  new  levies  passing 
through  Johnstown,  on  (heir  w^  to  the  West- 
ward. But, even  supposing  thatlhad  not  entered 
into  any  particulars,  even  supposing  that  my  in- 
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formaUon  at  that  period  was  not  complete,  yet  did 
not  the  iBterest  and  dignity  of  this  Government- 
did  not  its  friendly  connexion  with  Spain,  require 
that  it  should  have  taken  every  proper  means  to 
prevent  the  attempt  we  were  threatened  with,  by 
giving  suitable  orders  to  Oeneral  Wilkinson,  or 
to  the  commanding  o£Bcers  of  the  military  force 
on  those  frontiers?  The  absolute  silence  in  this 
particular  of  the  documents  which  accompany 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  your  never 
having  communicated  to  me  any  determinate  dis- 
position on  this  point  as  you  do  m  your  answer  to 
my  letter,  which  in  tne  publication  marked  No. 
Vil,  afforded  me  sufficient  grounds  to  fear  that 
Aese  precaations  were  omitted.  You  add,  sir, 
with  a  degree  of  candor  difficult  to  be  conceived, 
that  from  my  not  having  given  to  you  detailed  in- 
formattoo  respecting  the  expedition,  and  from  the 
answer  which  you  received  on  the  I9th  nltimo, 
from  the  British  Minister,  yon  believed  my  sus- 
pietoos  to  he  ffrouudtess.  Is  it  possible,  ihat  any 
one  will  candidly  imagine,  tbat  if  the  English 
intended  to  violate  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  effect  a  coup  d*  main,  they 
would  be  as  ingenuous  in  answering,  as  you  were 
in  asking  their  Minister  the  question  ? 

I  shall  not  enter  into  all  the  observations  which 
suggest  themselves  to  my  mind,  from  your  having 
communicated  to  Mr.  Liston  tbe  contents  of  my 
letters.  lexpected  that  the  American  Government 
would  have  watched  his  motions,  and  taken  tbe 
means  which  I  have  already  mentioned  to  pre- 
rnit  the  success  of  a  similar  enterprise ;  but  I 
never  eouM  have  imagined  that  yon  would  have 
given  to  die  British  Ministw  a  piece  of  advice, 
which  might  enable  him  to  alter  his  jdan,  by  let- 
ting him  know  that  the  former  one  was  discovered. 
By  tbe  line  of  eondnct  which  yon  have  pursued 
in  this  business,  I  am  convinced  that  had  I  com- 
municated to  yon  more  particular  details  respect- 
ing this  transaction,  you  would,  with  the  same 
good  natured  frankness,  have  given  information 
of  them  to  Mr.  Liston. 

But,  if  you  did  believe  tbat  asking  this  question 
of  the  British  Envoy  was  tbe  most  efficacious 
means  to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  invasion  of  the  Spanish 
territory,  let  me  ask  why  you  was  so  remiss  in 
this  measure,  that  although  I  had  communicated 
diis  project  to  you,  verbally,  on  the  27tb  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  on  the  9d  of  March,  in  writing,  yet,  in 
a  matter  obvioosly  so  utgeut,  you  only  wrote  to 
the  British  Envoy  on  the  28th  of  Apnl ;  that  is, 
two  moniks  afterwards  t 

I  shall  not  onit  this  subject,  without  taking  tbe 
liberty  of  making  to  you  one  observation  which 
is  intiraatelv  connected  with  it.  By  the  date  of 
the  letter  I  nave  just  mentioned,  it  evidently  ap- 
pears that  I  gave  ygu  advice  of  Uiis  intended  ex- 
pedition on  the  second  of  March,  and  that  three 
Mys  before.  I  had  given  you  tbe  same  informa- 
tion verbally.  I  imagined  from  your  known  at- 
tention to  business,  and  the  importance  of  the 
solrject,  that  you  would  have  submitted  it  imme- 
diatdv  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.   On  the  9th  of  March,  I  had 


tbe  honor  of  speaking  to  Mr.  Adams,  at  his  lodg- 
inga  at  Franci^  Hotel,  and  mentioned  this  sud- 
ject  as  a  matter  that  I  supposed  him  already  fttlly 
informed  of ;  and  it  was  with  no  small  surprise  I 
heard  him  say,  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  I 
produced  the  map,  which  I  had  m  my  pocket- 
book,  and  he  listened  with  great  attention  to  all 
that  I  had  to  say  to  him.  It  was  no  doubt  to  this 
conference  with  Mr.  Adams,  tbat  I  was  indebted 
to  your  answ»  of  the  11th  of  the  same  month.  I 
shall  entirety  abstain  from  putting  any  constnic- 
tion  upon  the  reasons  which  induced  yon  to  omit 
making  this  communication  to  the  President ;  hot 
they  must  have  been  very  powerful  motives  which 
could  oblige  you  to  remain  so  long  silent  on  a 
matter  of  sucn  importance. 

You  say,  in  the  tnird  paragraph  of  your  report, 
tbat  on  your  asking  me  what  measnres  Spain  had 
taken  in  order  to  earry  into  executioo  that  part  of 
the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  withdrawing  the 
garruonB^  I  answered  yon,  on  the  17th  of  April, 
that  I  had  been  for  some  months  without  receiv- 
ing letters  from  the  Baron,  and  consequently, 
"was  entirely  ignorant  of  tbe  steps  which  had 
been  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty.''  From 
this  digression,  which,  in  order  to  draw  attentioa, 
you  place  between  inverted  commas,  you  insioa- 
ate  an  inference  which  in  my  opinion  is  very  far 
from  beina  true,  when  you  add  immediately  afto- 
wards :  Nevertheless,  he  had  previously  informed 
the  Baron  of  his  suspicions  of  a  projected  expedi- 
tion." What  is  this  to  prove,  sir  t  That  the  Ba- 
ron indeed  had  received  my  letter;  bat  not  th^ 
X  had  received  his.  The  irregularity  and  uoeer' 
taioty  of  nav^tion  easily  shows  tmit  your  logic 
on  this  point  is  extremely  false. 

In  the  5th  paragraph,  after  giving  an  account  of 
my  letter  of  the  S4tb  ultimo,  and  of  its  object, 
you  observe  that  I  have  omitted  to  mention  am<Hig 
the  other  complaints  of  the  Bartm^  that  of  Mr. 
Ellicott's  not  luiving  given  him  notice  of  his  arri- 
val at  Natchez.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  represent  to 
you,  that  you  have  entirely  mistaken  what  I  had 
tbe  honor  of  telling  you  on  that  occasion,  for  I 
simply  mentioned,  not  as  a  complaint,  but  as  a 
mere  observation,  tbat  the  Baron,  in  the  r^vr, 
might  not  have  considered  Mr.  Etlicott  as  an 
American  Commissioner,  for  not  having  given 
him  on  his  arrival  q^cud  notice  of  his  appoiai- 
ment,  having  merely  informed  him  oi  it  in  the 
way  of  a  ctmfidential  communication.  Yoo  can- 
not be  ignorant,  sir,  that  there  are  certain  requi- 
site fomulilies  when  natltms  treat  with  one  an- 
other of  their  mutual  concerns,  which  are  not 
required  between  individuals.  The  Baron,  when 
he  speaks  in  this  manner,  clearly  points  out  hi* 
meaning,  that  besides  tbe  confidential  letter,  the 
communicfttion  of  which  you  consider  as  so  im- 
portant, no  doubt  he  expected  another  official  one, 
including  his  commission,  authority,  or  some  other 
document,  to  ascertain  tbe  identity  of  the  person, 
and  the  object  of  his  mission.  When,  on  my 
arrival  in  this  country,  I  had  not  yet  presented 
mv  credentials  to  the  President,  although  I  had 
delivered  to  you  a  copy  of  them,  yoa  mkrhl,  in 
the  r^or,  not  have  recognised  me  as  tbe  Bmof 
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Extraordinary  of  the  Kins,  my  master,  for  want 
of  having  complied  with  tnat  necessary  requsite 
of  the  established  etiquette.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say,  that  in  the  present  case  it  was  absolately  ne- 
eesaary  to  go  through  a  simitar  formality ;  nor 
did  the  Baron  meDtion  this  but  as  a  mere  matter 
iA  obsenration,  which  was  not  to  affect  the  object 
ia  question ;  although  you,  tbinking  that  it  affords 
ton  a  Tictorioas  argument,  are  pissed  to  give  to 
fliis  circumstance  an  importance  which  tt  does 
act  deserve.  Besides,  sir,  I  might  observe  to  you, 
that  when,  after  a  mixed  and  desultory  conversa- 
lioD  upon  various  subjects,  I  iutd  collected  and 
BKtbodized  my  ideas,  and  committed  them  to 
writing,  your  answer  and  observations  ought  to 
hive  Mien  confined  to  the  written  commaDication, 
clothed  with  all  the  necessa^  formalities;  but 
neither  do  I  wish  to  make  of  this  an  object  of 
discDssion. 

The  proof  which  yon  give  in  the  sixth  para- 
graph of  your  report,  to  show  that  it  is  not  cer- 
taia  that  Mr.  EUieott  intended  to  get  possession  of 
Fhtchez  by  surprise,  and  that  for  that  purpose  be 
had  eudeavorea  to  gain  over  the  iahabituts,  is 
mmly  native.  I^om  your  exuntnatton  of  the 
two  persons  ^ou  mention,  yon  had  Tery  litde  to 
expect :  the  circumstance  alone  of  their  being  the 
beams  of  Mr.  Etlicott's  despatches,  points  out 
that  they  were  both  in  his  conGdeuce ;  and  it  may 
be  presumed,  without  temerity,  that  being  his 
friends,  or  employed  under  hts  orders,  they  would 
hirdly  make  a  denunciation  that  might  t>e  preju- 
diciaito  him.  Governor  Gayoso  declares  that  he 
has  proofs  of  the  fact  in  his  power.  I  shall  not 
fail  to  apply  to  him  for  them,  and  jKrhaps  I  may 
one  day  speak  to  you  more  positively  on  this 
bosiaesi. 

After  buTing  discussed  the  history  of  these 
tnnsaetions  with  all  the  force  and  accuracy  which 
result  from  these  observations,  you  assure,  with  a 
very  ilWrounded  coafidcnce,  uut  upon  a  view  of 
die  whole,  it  ^ip^rs  that  His  Majesty's  Qorero- 
orson  the  Miss^p^i,  hare,  on  vanons  pretences^ 
postponed  the  rooniDg  of  me  boundary  line  and 
the  evacuation  of  the  posts.  Bnt  I  appeal  to  that 
candor  which  yon  have  so  generoasly  shown  to 
the  British  Mioister.  that  you  may  tell  me  whe- 
ther it  can  be  called  a  pretence,  that  the  Baron  de 
Cirondelet,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  safety  of 
Louisiana,  refused  to  carry  into  execution  a  pre- 
tention that  was  not  stipulated  for  by  treaty? 
By  the  second  article,  it  is  only  agreed  that  the 
satrisoD  shall  be  withdrawn  and,  as  1  had  the 
Honor  of  representing  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  it  could 
ever  have  been  the  intention  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty to  deliver  up  fortifications,  which,  besides 
that  they  have  cost  him  considerable  sums  of 
nmey,  may,  by  the  effect  of  political  vicissitudes, 
he  one  day  prejudicial  to  his  subjects.  If  not  to 
do  what  was  not  stipulated  for,  uid  the  exceutioa 
of  which  would  be  cmtrary  to  the  interests  of 
Spaio,  is  a  pretence,  we  must  confess  that  it  is  a 
nnr  plausible  one. 

With  respect  to  the  line  of  demarcation,  it  ap- 
mn  by  the  owrespondence  and  Utters  of  the 


Baron  de  Carondelet,  which  are  in  my  possession, 
that  although  he  entertained  the  same  doubts 
which  were  suggested  by  Gkivernor  Gayoso.  re- 
specting the  posts,  yet  be  was  coosenting  that  the 
astronomical  observations  should  be  beeun  upon, 
for  which  purpose  the  engineer,  Mr.  de  Guille* 
mand,  had  already  arrived  at  the  Natchez,  with 
all  the  instruments  and  apparatus,  Soch  was  the 
situation  of  things  when  my  communications  re- 
specting the  intended  expedition  got  to  hand ; 
from  that  moment  imperious  necessity,  and  the 

Seat  principle  of  self-defence,  made  His  Catholic 
ajesty's  officers  turn  their  thoughts  to  objects  of 
a  more  urgent  nature.  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and 
the  late  detected  conspiracy,  evince  how  far  their 
conduct  in  this  respect  was  necessary :  and  you, 
sir,  possessed  as  you  were  of  all  the  facts,  when 
you  laid  the  facts  before  the  President^  ought  to 
nave  been  one  the  last  to  have  stigmatized 
the  motive  with  the  epithet  of  preiexts.  So  pal- 
pable an  attempt  to  make  groundless  and  unfair 
impressions  on  the  public  mind,  is  well  calculated 
to  defeat  its  own  ends,  and  appears  still  more  ex- 
traordinary when  we  consider  that  the  American 
Government  is  in  every  way  anxious,  by  its  own 
confessitm,  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony  with 
Spain. 

Nor  do  your  ill-founded  insinuations  stop  here. 
Sentiments  and  expressions  still  more  violent 
flow  from  that  same  hasty  pen.  You  say,  in  an- 
other part,  *-tbat  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
believe  Mr.  ElUcott's  suspicions  well  founded,  that 
an  undue  influence  has  been  exercised  over  the 
Indians  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  M^esty, 
to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with,  the  United 
States."  Fortunately,  sir,  you  have  told  us  the 
source  whence  you  derived  all  these  dreadful  con- 
jectures of  your's;  otherwise,  perhaps,  the  weight 
and  authority  which  your  high  official  charactn 
stamps  upon  whatever  you  write  or  say,  might 
make  an  undue  impression  on  the  public,  x  mi 
acknowledge,  sir,  it  was  a  private  letter  of  Mr. 
Sargent's  Secretary  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory) that  gave  rise  to  your  surmises.  We  shall 
now  see  what  the  letter  says : 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Wintbrop  Sargent,  Esq.,  ^ 
crstaiy  of  the  NMthwestera  Tarrtloiy,  to  the  8eer» 
taiy  of  State,  dated 

"  Cincinnati,  June  3, 1797. 

"  General  Wilkinson  sending  off  an  express,  I 
seize  the  occasion  to  transcribe  for  you  some  pa^ 
agraphs  from  a  Western  letter : 

"The  Spaniards  are  reinforcine  their  upper 
posts  on  the  Mississippi  considerably.  Qenoal 
Howard,  an  Irishman,  m  quality  of  Commander- 
in-chief,  with  upwards  of  three  hundred  meo^  is 
arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  employed  in  erecting 
very  formidable  works. 

"  It  likewise  appears,  through  various  chaooels, 
that  they  are  invitiug  a  great  number  of  Indians 
of  the  territory  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  and  for 
this  express  piupose,  Mr.  Lorromie,  an  officer  in 
the  pay  of  the  Crown,  made  a  tour  through  all 
this  country  Ust  Fall,  since  which  time  several 
Indians  have  been  scut  on  the  same  errand,  aud 
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gcDerally  furnished  with  pleDty^  of  cash  to  defray 
their  expenses. 

"  A  large  party  of  Detawares  passed  down  on 
White  river  about  the  6th  of  May,  on  the  Span- 
ish side,  beariiis  the  aational  Sag  of  Spaia,  some 
of  them  from  Saint  Louts. 

"  Thev  (the  Spaniards)  have,  abore  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Mississippi,  several  row-g;aIleys, 
with  cannon." 

Now,  sir,  what  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
that  letter?  Why,  that  the  Spaniards  have  forti- 
fied San  Luis,  and  availed  themselves  of  every 
means  of  defence  that  the  country  afforded!  But 
let  me  ask  you,  sir,  against  whom  it  is  that  they 
were  thus  preparing  to  defend  themselves?  Sure- 
ly the  documents  which  you  have  laid  before  the 
President,  and  the  momeDtous  business  which 
now  engages  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  agi- 
tates the  public  at  large,  afford  a  complete  and 
satisfactory  answer. 

I  mentioned  to  jron  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of 
March,  that  the  object  of  ihe  British  was  to  at- 
tack Upper  Louisiana,  and  take  San  Lois  and 
New  Madrid  by  surprise.  It  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned but  that  prudence  required  of  us,  at  that 
juncture,  to  iortihr  the  threatened  points.  This, 
sir,  was  all  we  did,  and  this,  sir,  you  knew  many 
months  past ;  and  yet  Mr.  Sargent's  letter,  which, 
in  substance,  says  no  more,  mis  you  all  at  once 
with  fears  and  self-created  apprehensions,  and 
makes  you  declare  in  the  face  of  the  American 
people,  "that  the  Spanish  officers  are  exciting  the 
Indians  to  a  rupture  with  us."  No  one  wilfsay 
that  preparations  for  our  self-defence  were  not 
necessary  on  our  part.  The  assurance  given  you 
by  the  British  Minister,  with  all  the  appearance 
01  a  confidential  communication,  bat  without  any 
signature,  did  not  inspire  the  servants  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  with  the  same  blind  confidence 
which  it  produced  in  you.  We  know  from  daily 
experience  how  religiously  the  British  nation  ob- 
serves the  rights  of  neutrality.  Witness  Uie 
American  sailors ;  witness  the  Republic  of  Genoa, 
in  whose  port  they  attacked  and  made  prize  of  the 
French  frigate  La  Modeste,  as  she  lay  at  anchor 
there ;  witness  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad,  when 
the  British,  though  then  in  amity  with  them,  en- 
tered their  capital  with  drums  beating  and  colors 
flying,  in  pursuit  of  a  few  French  who  had  taken 
refuge  there.  These,  and  other  instances  of  the 
sort,  too  numerous  to  be  recapitulated,  make  us 
less  credulous  on  the  score  of  Great  Britain's 
respect  for  the  rights  of  neutrality  than  you  ap- 
pear to  have  been. 

As  to  those  tender  considerations  which  actua- 
ted the  British  Minister  to  reject  the  plan  on  ac- 
count of  the  inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  Indians,  I  did  otpect  that  such  vague,  unau- 
thenticated  declantions  would  have  been  appre- 
ciated as  they  deserved  by  you,  sir,  who  fougnt  in 
the  gloriotis  cause  of  American  lodepeDaence, 
vho  witnessed  the  humanity  of  their  conduct  in 
the  course  of  that  war,  and  who  cannot  be  igno- 
lant  of  what  has  happened  since. 

Your  ascribing  hostile  views  to  the  prepara- 
tions for  our  seu-defence,  cannot,  sir,  have  been 


matter  of  much  surprise  to  me,  after  having  heard 
a  certain  member  of  Congress,  who  is  known  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  will  of  the  Administration, 
I  declare,  in-  that  House,  that  he  ascribed  to  the 
same  motives  the  preparations  we  were  making 
for  the  defence  of  Florida,  though,  probably,  he 
was  not  ignorant  at  the  very  time,  of  their  real 
'  object.  Tbus,  then,  sir,  according  to  your  mode 
of  reasoning,  and  that  of  the  gentleman  I  hare 
just  alluded  to,  thoueb  we  wefe  certain  of  bein| 
attacked,  and  though  we  were  not  certain  that 
the  American  Government  had  taken  the  proper 
measures  for  protecting  its  neutrality,  yet  we  were 
to  adopt  no  measures  for  our  defence,  but  tamely 
suffer  His  Majesty's  forts  and  ptwsessious  to  be 
taken,  and  all  this  for  fear  of  creating  ill-fotiiided 
suspicions  in  your  minds. 

If  you  have  not  been  very  successful  sir,  in  the 
solidity  of  your  reasonings,  you  appear  not  to  be 
more  so  in  the  method  offoflowing  them.  After 
having  denounced  us  to  the  whole  American  na- 
tion as  stirring  up  the  Indians  against  the  United 
Slates,  and  preparing  them  for  a  rupture,  you  fall 
into  the  most  glaring  inconsistency  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph : 

"  Whether  this  plan  of  excitinc[  the  Intliaiu  to 
direct  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  has 
been  contemplated  and  promoted  by  any  of  onr 
own  citizens,'  it  may  be  difficult  to  say ;  out  that 
one  or  more  of  those  citizens  have  proposed  and 
taken  measures  to  detach  the  Southern  Indians 
from  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
destroy  the  influence  of  the  public  agents  over 
those  nations^  and  thus  to  defeat  the  great  objects 
of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  pie- 
serve  peace,  is  certain." 

I  again  appeal  here,  sir,  to  your  generous  can- 
dor. How  IS  it  possible  to  reconcile  such  evident 
contradictions?  On  the  one  hand  the  Spanish 
officers  are  those  who  excite  the  Southern  Indians 
against  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  other,  you 
quickly  follow^  |[»resuming,  with  sufficient  founda- 
tion in  my  opinion,  that  li  may  be  some  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  But  although  you  mi^ht 
entertain  any  doubts  yourself  on  the  subject,  which 
I  am  sure  no  person  in  America  will,  after  read- 
ing Mr.  Blount's  letter,  did  not  this  very  same 
doubtful  case  and  uncertainty,  require,  in  yonr 
situation,  more  circumspect  language  ?  And  if 
even  in  this  case  you  appear  to  have  gone  beyond 
what  sound  policy,  the  tranquillity  and  interest  of 
the  United  States  required,  how  much  more  un- 
just are  your  insinuations  against  Spain,  when 
the  public  passess,  in  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  a  docu- 
ment by  wnich  they  can  see,  that  if  the  manoeu- 
vres with  the  Indians  were  not  favorable  to  the 
United  States,  they  were  precisely  combined  to 
attack  the  Spaniards  From  this  method  of  rea- 
soning of  yours,  it  appears  as  if  the  Spaniards 
were,  jointly  with  Mr.  Blount,  stirring  up  the  In- 
dians to  attack  themsdves.  I 

Respecting  the  last  article  of  your  report,  I  | 
have  only  to  observe,  that  although  you  have  con-  i 
stantly  assured  me  that  Government  had  not  the 
least  information  respecting  the  subject  of  my  re- 
presenutiousjand  although  the  letter  <^  Mr.  Jack- 
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son,  of  Ckoreia,  appears  to  eoioeide  with  your 
ideas,  oerertheless  time  has  shown  that  I  have 
complied  with  niy  duty  by  not  reposiog  on  such 
assuraoces.  The  plot  is  discovered,  and  nobody 
any  longer  doubts  that  the  expedition  was  to  have 
takeo  place. 

After  havlo^  followed  you,  step  by  step^  through 
the  various  points  of  your  report  to  the  President, 
I  shall  make  a  short  compendium  on  such  as  arise 
from  this  letter ;  from  which  it  results, 

I.  That  on  the  27th  of  February,  1  gave  you 
sofficient  particulars  respecting  the  intended  expe- 
dition, to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  this  Oov- 
emment 

S.  That,  although  to  this  verbal  eommuaica- 
tioD,  I  added  another  in  writing,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  the  President  had  not  the  least  kuowledge 
of  it  on  the  9th  of  the  same  moolh,  and  that  with* 
oat  doabt,  you  most  have  bad  very  powerful  mo- 
tives to  prevent  you  from  communicating  it  to  bim. 

3.  That  it  does  not  appear  by  the  documents 
presented  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  Govern- 
ment had  given  orders  to  the  military  command- 
ers to  cause  the  territory  and  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  to  be  respected. 

4.  That  you  made  to  the  Bnglish  Minister  a 
commuDicatioQ,  which,  in  mv  opinion,  you  ought 
not,  and  that  even  if  you  thought  it  necessary, 
you  delayed  doiug  it  for  two  months,  that  is,  from 
the  27th  of  February  to  the  28tb  of  April,  al- 
though it  respected  a  most  urgent  and  impottaot 
object. 

5.  That  the  Baron  de  Caroudelet  could  very 
well  have  received  my  letters,  without  its  neces- 
sarily following  that  bis  had  come  to  hand. 

6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  represent  Mr.  EUt- 
eott's  not  writing  to  him  officially  as  a  complaint, 
but  as  an  observation,  and  that  id  fact,  he  never 
has  done  it  on  those  terms. 

7.  That  the  proofs  you  allege  to  exeuliMte 
Mr.  EUicott,  respecting  his  intentions  of  taking : 
the  Fort  of  Natchez  by  surprise,  are  purdy  na- 
tive. 

8.  That  it  is  not  merely  pretence*,  but  very 
powerful  reasons,  which  have  impeded  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  posts,  and  the  running  of  the  bonnd- 
ary  line. 

9.  That  the  insinuations  with  which  yon  are 
willing  to  persuade  the  American  people  that  our 
umiiw  is  directed  against  tbem,  are  unjust  as  well 
as  onfoaoded,  as  by  Mr.  Blount's  letter  it  is  clear* 
ly  demonstrated  to  be  a  precaution  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  defence. 

10.  That  yon  evidently  contradict  yourself, 
when  on  one  hand  you  are  pleased  to  attribute  to 
08  the  movements  of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  very 
next  paragraph  you  show  it  might  proceed  from 
Amencan  citizens,  as  it  actually  does  according 
to  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and  that  be  acted  with  the 
knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the  very  same  Bri- 
tish Minister,  in  whose  private  notes,  without  sig- 
nature, and  perhaps  not  of  his  own  hand-writing, 
you  place  such  implicit  confidence. 

II.  That  although,  in  all  your  official  commu- 
nications, yon  have  always  manifested  to  me  that 
the  American  Qoremment  knew  of  nothing 


which  indicated  any  foundation  for  my  suspicion^ 
Mr.  Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  I  was  per- 
fectly in  the  right. 

I  have  thus  i'ulElled  a  very  disagreeable  duty. 
Always  desirous  to  contribute  to  strengthen  the 
bands  of  friendship  which  unite  Spain  and  Ame- 
rica, and  to  which  their  situation,  their  wants  and 
resources,  invite  them,  I  have  seen  with  the  most 
profound  grief,  that  the  language  and  tenor  of 
your  communication  to  the  President,  is  not,  in 
my  opinion,  calculated  to  promote  so  desirable  an 
object  to  us  all.  For  my  part,  although  I  shall 
leave  nothing  undone,  to  cement  the  union  and 
harmony  with  a  nation  which  I  respect ;  Deithei 
shall  I  ever  suffer  the  interests  the  King,  my 
master,  in  any  case  whatever,  to  be  sacrificol  to 
an  unjust  partiality. 

1  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CARLOS  M  DE  YRUJO. 

[For  the  Secretary  of  Stete's  reply  to  this  lettv, 
(dated  tfie  80th  of  August)  see  page  8199,  jKurf.] 


_  Corretpondence  bOween  James  Monroe  and  TVmo* 
thy  Pidtering,  Secretary  of  State. 

V«m  Mr.  Monroe  to      Secretary  of  State. 

Philaublfhia,  July  6, 1797. 

Sir  :  It  was  my  wish,  after  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  22d  August  last,  announcing  my 
recall,  to  reinir  home  without  delay.  But,  as  I 
did  not  receive  that  letter  till  some  time  in  No- 
vember, nor  obtain  my  audience  for  taking  leave 
of  the  French  Government,  tilt  the  first  of  January 
following,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  sail  before 
tbe  Spring,  without  hazarding  a  Winter's  pa^ 
sage,  and  to  which  I  did  not  wish  to  expose  my 
family.  This  explains  the  cause  why  I  did  ntM 
render  myself  here  at  a  much  earlier  period. 

I  postponed  my  reply  to  that  letter  till  my  ar- 
rival, because  1  deemed  it  more  suitable,  for  many 
reasons,  to  answer  it  in  my  own  country  ,than 
from  a  foreign  one.  I  think  proper,  however,  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  that  letter, 
with  a  view  to  justify  myself  agaiost  any  impu- 
tations that  have  been,  or  were  intended  to  he, 
raised  against  me  by  tne  measures  it  announced. 

I  observe  by  that  letter,  that  although  you  found 
this  measure,  principally,  on  the  ground  taken  in 
that  of  the  thirteenth  of  June  preceding,  yet  you 
intimate  there  were  other  concurring  circum- 
stances which  had  weight  in  deciding  the  E^ecti- 
tive  in  its  favor.  The  object  of  this,  therefore,  is 
to  request  of  you  a  statement  of  what  those  cir- 
cumstances were,  that,  correctly  knowing.  I  may 
distinctly  answer  them.  To  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  yours  of  the  13th  of  June,  I  shall  like- 
wise make  such  further  reply  as  appears  now  to 
be  necessary. 

I  request  this  statement  as  a  matter  of  right, 
and  upon  the  principle,  that  although  the  Execu- 
tive possesses  the  power  to  censure  and  remove  a 
public  Minister,  yet  it  is  a  power  which  ought  to 
be  exercised  according  to  the  rules  of  justice; 
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which  nilei  are  too  well  defined  Inr  the  ^ncifdes 
of  oar  QoTemment  to  reqnire  illustration  here. 
I  make  this  request,  therefore,  in  a  confidence 
that  jou  will  complr  with  it  as  soon  as  yon  can 
with  etmrenienee.  With  due  respect,  &c 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Philadelpbia,  July  8, 1797. 
Sir  :  Upon  teavins  Paritt  I  committed  myletter- 
book  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Preront,  and  after  his  de- 
^rture,  of  Mr.  Skipwith,  sealed  up  for  General 
Pinckney  in  case  he  arrived  whilst  either  of  those 
gentlemen  was  there,  to  furnish  him  with  such 
ught  upon  our  affitirs  as  he  did  not  derive  from 
your  department  when  he  left  this.  I  had  pre> 
viously  given  General  Pinckney  copies  of  some 
pa^rs  which  he  found  necessary  upon  his  first 
amval.  So  that,  in  a  possiUe  case,  1  trust,  your 
wish  was  fulfillea  in  possessing  him  with  such 
documents  as  have  been,  or  may  be  necessary  for 
some  time  to  come.  1  think  proper,  however,  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  such  a  complete  copy 
being  furnished  fro«  your  i^ce  as  you  seem  to 
deem  necessary  for  our  representative  at  Paris; 
since,  when  I  arrived  here,  no  paper  whatever 
was  furnished  me  by  my  predecessor,  either  of 
his  own  correspondence,  of  Mr.  Jefferson's,  or  Dr. 
Franklin's,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  to 
you  how  I  found  and  left  this  business,  to  enable 
you  to  make  such  disposition  therein,  according 
to  the  rules  of  your  department,  as  is  thought 
suitable. 

I  shall  be  absent  from  this  city  till  Thursday 
next,  at  which  time  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive 
an  answer  to  the  letta*  I  had  the  pleasure  to  write 
you  yesterday.  Yours,  dbe. 

From  the  same  to  Uie  same. 

Pbilaublpbu,  July  15, 1797. 
Sir:  I  think  proper  to  apprize  yon  of  my  re- 
turn to  this  city,  and  to  request  the  favor  of  an 
answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instaaL   I  am, 
with  due  respect,  ice. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
DCPABTMENT  OP  StaTE, 

Pfuladelphia,  July  17, 1797. 

Sib  :  I  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  6th  and 
6th  instant,  the  latter  statiog  the  disposition  you 
had  made  of  letters  and  papers  relating  to  your 
mission  to  the  French  Republic,  for  the  use  of 
your  successor.  Your  intended  absence,  as  men- 
tioned in  TOur  letter  of  the  StL  and  the  pressure 
of  public  Dusinesa  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of 
OUT  Bfinuter  for  Europe,  induced  the  delay  of  an 
answer  to  this  time. 

The  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6th 
was  unexpected.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  be  possessed 
o{  facts  and  information  which  would  not  only 
justify,  but  require  the  recall  of  a  foreign  Minister, 
or  the  dismission  of  an  t^cer  at  home,  although 
they  should  not  ftanush  ground  for  a  legal  inves* 


ligation.  When  the  tenure  of  public  offices  (that 
of  the  Judges  excepted)  was  deliberately  and 
confidently  [riaced  in  the  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  it  certaialy  WW  DM 
contemplated  to  test  the  propriety  or  expediency 
of  particubir  acts  of  that  pleasure  or  discretion^ 
a  formal  trial  or  a  puUie  discussion.  These  le* 
marks,  I  trust,  exhibit  aatisfactorr  reasms  whjr  1 
cannot  undertake  m  comply  wiin  your  reqaeiL 
I  am,  air,  dbe. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

PaiLADELPBiA,  Jidy  19, 1797. 

Sir:  t  have  been  favored  with  yoorsofthel7th 
instant,  and  answer  it  without  delay. 

If  you  supposed  that  I  would  submit  ia  silence 
to  the  Injurious  imputations  that  were  raised 
against  me  by  the  Administration,  you  were  mis- 
taken. I  set  too  high  a  nim  upon  the  Ucssiiie 
of  an  h<me8t  fame,  and  have  too  long  eojeyed 
that  Uesaioff,  in  the  estimation  of  my  eoantry- 
men,  to  sufler  myself  to  be  roMied  of  it  by  aiy 
description  of  persons,  and  under  aoy  preteiM 
whatever. 

Nor  can  I  express  the  astonishment  whieb  the 
present  conduct  of  the  Administration  excites  u 
my  mind  ;  for  I  could  not  iwlieve,  till  it  was  veri- 
fied by  the  event,  after  having  denounced  me  to 
my  country  as  a  person  who  had  committed  some  I 
great  act  of  misconduct,  and  censured  me  for  such  | 
supposed  act,  by  deprivatiou  from  office,  that 
when  I  called  upon  you  for  a  sutement  of  the 
charge  against  me,  with  the  facts  by  which  you 
support  it,  I  should  find  you  disposed  to  evade  my 
demand,  and  shrink  from  the  inquiry.  Uptm 
what  principle  does  the  Administration  taketlui 
groimd,  and  what  are  its  motives  for  it?  i 

Do  you  suppose,  or  contend,  that  the  povet 
committed  to  the  Executive  by  die  Ctuutitution, 
to  remove  and  censure  a  pubuc  Minister,  or  aay 
other  pnUic  servant,  has  authorized  it  so  to  u 
without  a  sufficient  cause  1  or  that  the  Executive 
is  not  accountable  to  the  public  and  the  party  id- 
jured,  for  such  an  act,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  ac- 
countable for  any  and  every  other  act  it  mty  | 
perform  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  7  Upon 
what  principle  is  a  discrimiiuition  founded,  vaieh 
presumes  restraints,  in  certain  cases,  against  the 
abuse  of  Executive  power,  and  leaves  that  power 
without  restraint  in  all  other  cases?  And  how 
do  you  designate,  or  where  draw  the  line  betwea 
these  two  species  of  power  so  opposite  in  th«r  j 
nature  and  character?  This  doctrine  is  a^ost 
the  spirit  of  our  Constitution,  which  prond«  » 
remedy  for  every  injury.  It  is  against  the  apni 
of  elective  Ckiremment,  which  emudets  every 
public  fimctionary  as  a  public  servant.  It  beeonn 
the  meridian  of  those  eonntries  only  where  the 
monarch  inherits  the  territory  as  his  natrunony- 
and  the  people  who  inhabit  it  are  his  slaves. 

That  the  right  to  censure  and  remove  a  pablic 
officer  was  delated  to  the  Executive,  with  pecti- 
liar  confidence,  is  a  motive  why-  it  shoodd 
ercised  with  pectiliar  care ;  for  the  more  confiden- 
tial the  trust  which  i«  committed  to  a  pnUie  fuK- 
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tiooarjr,  in  a  responsible  station,  the  greater  eir- 
camspectioQ  should  be  used  in  the  discbarge  of  it. 
It  was  not  intended  thereby  to  dispense  with  the 
principles  of  justicftor  the  inalienable  rights  of 
memen  in  faror  of  E^ecutiTe  pleasure.  On  the 
contrary  it  was  expected  that  xnat  pleasure  would 
be  exercised  with  discretion,  and  that  those  prin- 
ciides  and  rights  would  be  inTUiaUy  ofaserred. 
It  is  an  incompetent  recompense  to  a  person  who 
has  been  injured  by  the  Bzecuttre,  to  be  told  that 
the  Constitution  permits  the  injury,  if  the  power 
entrusted  was  thereby  abused  and  the  priuciples 
of  the  Constitution  violated.  And  it  is  an  unbe* 
coming  measure  in  the  Administration  to  defend, 
by  the  argument  of  power,  what  it  cannot  justify 
at  the  tribunal  of  reason  and  justice. 

I  have  been  injured  by  ihe  Administration,  and 
hare  a  right  to  redress.  Imputations  of  miscon- 
duct hare  been  by  it  raised  against  me,  and  I 
hare  a  ri^t  to  vindicate  myself  aninst  them.  I 
have  iuTited  you  to  state  and  substantiate  your 
charges,  if  yon  hare  any,  and  I  repeat  again  the 
inntation.  You  suggest,  that  ^ou  ftave  facts  and 
Information  which  warrant  this  procedure.  Let 
me  know  them,  as  likewise  your  informers,  that  t 
mar  be  aUe  to  place  this  act  of  the  Execntire, 
and  my  own  conduct,  in  the  light  in  which  they 
respectiTely  merit  to  stand. 

The  ritiution  of  the  United  States  has  become, 
in  many  respects,  a  rery  critical  one ;  and  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  true  cause  of  this  crisis  be 
distinctly  known.  You  have  endeavored  to  im- 
press the  public  with  a  belief  that  it  proceeded  in 
some  respect  from  me.  Why,  then,  do  you  evade 
the  inquiry  7  Is  it  because  you  know  that  the  im- 
patatioD  wa?  utijust,  and  wish  to  avoid  the  demon- 
stration of  a  truth  you  are  unwilling  to  acknow- 
ledge t  Or,  that  you  fear  a  discussion,  which  may 
throw  light  upon  a  topic  heretofore  too  little  un- 
derstood?  I  am,  with  due  respect,  dbc. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

JOLY  19, 1797. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Col. 
Pickeriitg.  He  wishes  to  revise  his  correspondence 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  for  that  purpose 
will  thank  him  for  the  assignment  of  a  chamber 
in  his  office,  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  for  a  few 
days, 'till  he  can  run  through  it.  He  hopes  an 
answer  to  this  immediaiely,  if  convenient. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

PHiLA&BLPHia,  July  24, 1797. 
Mr.  Monroe  requests  to  know  of  CoL  Pickering 
wbethff,  and  when,  he  is  to  expect  an  answer  to 
hb  letter  o€  the  19th  instant,  as  Hkewue  lo  his 
note  of  the  same  date. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Philaoelphia.  July  34, 1797. 

Col.  Pickering  informs  Mr.  Monroe  that  his 
absence  last  week,  and  engagements  previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  President,  fw  Boaton,  pre- 


vented an  answer  to  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  the 
19th,  aad  his  note  of  the  same  date,  wliicb,  how- 
everi  Mr.  Monroe  may  expect  to-morrow. 


From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monioe. 

Department  op  State, 

PhUaddphia^  July  34, 1797. 

Sir:  1  have  read  attentively  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  but  discover  in  it  no  argument  to  in- 
duce a  change  of  the  opinion  exprened  to  you  ia 
my  letter  of  the  17tb. 

I  understand  vou  to  contend  that  every  Minister 
of  the  United  States  who  is  recalled,  and  every 
other  public  c^cer  who  is  removed  from  office  by 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  has  a  riffht  to 
demand,  and  be  informed  of  the  reasons  and  mo- 
tives for  the  recall  or  removal.  In  all  cases,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  Judges,  it  has  been  established, 
from  the  time  of  organizing  the  Government,  that 
removak  from  (Aces  should  depend  on  the  |dea- 
snre  of  the  Executive  power;  and  you  know  that 
with  the  above  exception,  the  commissions  of  all 
officers,  civil  and  miutary,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
explicitly  declare  that  they  hold  their  offices  "dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  Hence  I  conclude  that  a  compliance 
with  your  request  might  form  an  improper,  incon- 
venient, and  unwise  precedent. 

In  my  letter  of  the  17th,  1  remarked  that  "it  is 
easy  to  conceive  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  be  possessed  of  facts  and  information 
which  would  not  only  justiry,but  require  the  recall 
of  a  foreign  Minister,  or  the  dismission  of  an  office 
at  home,  although  they  should  not  fumidi  ground 
for  a  legal  investigation." 

For  instance:  communieatitHis  might  be  re- 
ceived entitled  to  credit,  hut  under  restriettone 
which  would  not  permit  a  disclosure.  While  to 
admit  the  principle  vou  contend  for.  would  be  to 
shut  the  door  to  intelUgenee  of  infidelity  in  public 
officers;  especially  in  diplomatic  agents,  who,  re- 
siding in  foreign  countries,  are  removed  Irom  the 
immediate  obwrvation  of  their  own  Government. 

Again,  the  want  of  confidence,  from  whatever 
cause  it  may  arise,  is  a  eood  reason  for  changing 
a  diplomatic  agent.  If  ne  is  found,  on  experience, 
to  be  deficient  in  judgment,  skill,  or  diligence,  or 
if  circumstances  inspire  a  reasonable  doubt  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  views,  he  cannot  with  prudence 
be  continued ;  for  it  is  essential  that  there  should 
be  full  confidence  in  him.  A  diplomatic  agent, 
although  his  official  communications  have  a  fair 
appearance,  may  hold  intimate  and  improper  cor- 
respondence on  political  subjects,  with  men  known 
to  be  hostile  to  the  Government  he  represents,  and 
who^e  actions  tend  to  its  subversion.  He  ma^ 
even,  from  mistaken  views  of  the  interests  of  bis 
own  country,  countenance  and  invite  a  conduct 
in  another,  dert^tory  from  its  dignity,  and  inju- 
rious to  those  interests. 

The  foregoing  are  cases  in  which  the  neces- 
sary  confidence  of  a  Government  must  be  abated 
or  destroyed}  and  yet  the  circumstances  might  be 
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sach  as  could  not  prudently  be  broas^fat  to  a  for- 
mal discussion.  More  may  be  imagined  to  es- 
tablish the  principle  that,  in  regard  to  various 
public  officers,  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be 
a  discretion  to  remore,  without  an  obligation  to 
assign  reasons,  la  the  case  of  a  diidomatie  cha- 
racter, they  apply  with  extraordinary  force. 

It  is  not  true  that  remoral  from  office  necessa- 
rily implies  actual  misconduct.  It  may  merely 
imply  a  want  of  ability.  Or,  in  respect  to  a  Min- 
ister, it  may  imply  only  a  change  in  pclitical 
afiairs  which  demands,  or  renders  expedient  for 
the  public  good,  the  substitution  of  a  different 
character. 

Still  another  instance  may  be  mentioned  in 
which  a  demand  like  yours  could  not  be  complied 
with.  A  President  ta  the  United  States  mav  on 
good  grounds,  which  be  reserves  to  faimselL  re- 
move a  public  officer  previous  to  his  retiring  from 
office;  in  which  case  no  officer  in  the  succeeding 
Adminbtratiou  could  possibly  assign  the  motives 
to  the  remoral. 

These  reasons,  I  conceive,  are  sufficient  to Jos- 
Ufy  the  determinatioo  taken  in  my  letter  of  the 
17th  instuit;  and  render  unnecessary  a  particular 
examination  of  your  observations,  or  answer  to 
your  nnmerous  questions.  There  is  no  disposi- 
don  to  treat  yon  or  any  other  man  with  injustice, 
but  the  Qovemment  cannot^  for  the  sake  of  in- 
dulging your  sensibility,  sacrifice  a  great  national 
principle. 

I  will  conclude  with  one  remark.  I  agree  with 
you  that  the  Presideot,  in  using  that  pleasure  vith 
which  the  Constitution  has  invested  him  for  the 
removal  of  public  officers,  is  bound  to  exercise  it 
with  discretion;  but  I  deny  tbat  he  is  bound  on 
every  occasion  to  explain  and  justify  bis  conduct 
to  the  individual  removed  from  office;  which,  be- 
side other  objections,  would  expose  the  Executive 
to  perpetual  altercations  and  controversies  with 
the  officers  removed. 

In  answer  to  yonr  note  of  the  19th  instant,  I  in- 
fmem  yon  that  the  revision  of  yonr  correspondence 
with  the  Department  of  State,  which  you  re- 
quest, may  take  place,  with  the  aid  of  a  clerk, 
when  it  sluill  suit  your  own  convenience. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  Ac. 

From  Mr.  Fidering  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Pnit^nGLPHiA,  July  25, 1797. 
Sis:  It  has  been  deemed  improper,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  in  my  official  letters,  to  attempt  an 
ttfcial  explanation  of  the  reasons  and  motives 
which  influenced  the  late  President,  in  tennina- 
ting  your  functions  as  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic. 
Tbis  I  shall  not  venture  to  do,  in  any  capacity. 
But  it  is  in  my  power,  as  an  individual  citizen, 
to  communicate  tne  considerations  which  induced 
me,  last  Summer,  when  called  upon  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  line  of  my  office,  to  advise  that  this 
measure  should  be  taken.  If  in  this  form  my 
sentiments  will  give  you  any  satisfaction,  and  you 
desire  to  receive  them,  they  shall  be  furnished. 


I  have  conversed  with  Mr.  McHenry  and  Mr. 
Lee  on  this  subject ;  and  in  the  like  form  you  mar 
receive  tbeir  sentiments  respectively.  Mr.  Wof- 
cott  being  absent,  1  can  say  nothing  in  respect  to 
him.   I  am,  with  due  respect,  Ac. 

Fran  BIr.  Monroe  to  tfie  Secielaiy  t^Sltta. 

Philadelphia,  July  30,  1797. 

Sir:  I  have  received,  and  attended  to  your  offi- 
cial letter  of  the  34tb,  and  your  private  oae  of  the 
25th  instant,  and  shaU  now  reply  to  both. 

Permit  me  to  premise  that  in  any  discussion 
which  has  or  may  take  place  between  us,  I  bare 
not,  nor  shall  I  cMislder  you  in  any  other  dni 
your  cfficial  character;  having  yet  to  Warn  what 
your  pretensions  are  to  cmldence  as  an  indi- 
vidual citizen,  or  the  weight  which  your  opinioH 
ought  to  have  as  sneb,  especially  in  the  preamt  | 
case. 

I  think  proper  now  to  observe  tbat  when  I  called 
upon  you  for  an  explaoatioa  of  the  motives*^  the 
Administration  in  making  this  attack  upon  it 
was  not  with  a  view  to  derive  any  iniormatioa 
for  myself.  I  have  been  too  long  and  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  political  conduct,  principlea, 
and  views  of  the  Administration,  not  to  know 
what  its  motives  were  in  that  respect,  without  iny 
aid  from  you.  Indeed,  knowing  what  my  own 
conduct  was,  and  what  your  views  are,  of  which 
a  ISeries  of  facts  and  circumstances  leaves  no  doubt 
on  my  mind,  I  had  no  expectation  of  obtainiog 
from  you  anything  likea  candid  answer.  Onthe 
contrary,  I  expected  an  erasive  one,  dealing  in 
blots  and  inuendoi,  thrown  out  to  divert  the  ausd 
from  the  true  object  of  inquiry.  Nor  have  I  bea 
disappointed  in  my  expectation,  for  I  am  peF 
suaded  that  no  impartial  person  eao  read  yvtt  i 
several  letters  upon  this  subject,  without  enter  | 
taining  the  same  opinion  of  tbem.  j 

I  expected  even  a  disguise  of  the  real  motive^  i 
and  by  every  possible  artifice  which  interest  or  | 
ingenuity  could  suggest,  because  I  knew  the  real 
motive  could  not  be  avowed ;  and  such  I  am  per-  ' 
suaded  will  be  the  opinion  of  every  impartial  per 
SOD  who,  al^er  reading  your  letters,  traces  the  true  | 
motive,  by  a  correct  analysis  of  those  fuU  and  | 
circumstances  to  which  I  allude. 

I  called  upon  you  in  tbat  spirit  of  candorwhioh  ! 
I  have  always  observed  towards  the  Administia-  j 
tion,  and  others,  and  to  give  you  an  opporlnnitf 
to  justify  yotir  conduct  by  your  own  argument^  ; 
and  thereby  place  it  in  the  light  you  wiued  it  to  ! 
stand.  But  this  you  have  reused  to  d<^  and  ibr  I 
reasons  the  most  extraordinary.  In  callmg  apoa 
you,  then,  I  have  acted  consistently  with  my  own 
principles;  and,  in  refusing  to  comply,  yon  have  | 
taken  a  ground  for  which  the  Adminfstratioa  ii 
responsible. 

I  forbear  to  discuss  again  the  solidity  of  that 
principle  which  supposes  every  public  c^cer  of 
the  United  States  (toe  Judges  excepted)  a  menial 
servant  to  the  President,  a  principle  which,  if  es- 
tablished, banishes  from  the  bosom  of  everr  sueh 
officer  all  r^ard  for  country,  every  noble  and 
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pttriode  sentiment,  and  makes  him  dependent,  not 
Dpon  the  integrity  and  propriety  of  his  own  con- 
duct, bat  upon  the  personal  favor  his  superior. 
If  attch  were  the  case,  what  confidence  could  the 
people  of  America  repose  in  any  public  function- 
ary, since,  after  he  gets  into  office,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  character  before,  he  sinks  into  a 
machine^  and  ceases  to  be  a  watcKful  seotioel  over 
the  public  rights  and  interests?  If  such  were  the 
case,  the  principles  and  practice  of  our  free  Gov- 
enment  are  departed  froin,  and  the  moAt  slavish 
doctrines  of  the  most  slavish  Qovernment!*  are  in- 
trodneed  in  their  stead.  And  that  such  must  be 
the  eaae  in  obvious,  if  the  Executive  can  exercise 
tbt  diicPetkMi  you  speak  of^  in  the  fieaawrabU 
mmwau»r  you  conteud  for,  and  without  accounting 
for  any  of  its  acts  or  the  motives  of  tbem,  in  any 
eaae,  to  the  party  injured,  the  public,  or  any  per- 
son  wbatcrer.  This  doetrme  meritsthe  attention 
of  the  people  of  America,  because  it  is  a  pemi- 
ciotia  one.  They  have  provided,  in  the  Constitu- 
tkm  they  have  adopted,  a  suitable  mode  for  the 
appointment  of  public  officers,  and  which  sup- 
poses a  dae  regard  to  be  paid  to  the  characters  of 
those  who  are  appointed,  and  with  a  view  that 
they  may  be  faithfully  served.  They  pay,  too, 
their  public  officers.  President  and  alL  hberalty, 
and  ought  to  be  faithfully  served.  They  have 
Ukewiee  provided  for,  and  wish  a  supervision 
of  the  iDperior  over  toe  inferior||but  I  trust  it  is 
their  intention  that  the  merits  and  character  of 
the  laUer  should  be  estimated  by  the  standard  of 
his  in^ritf  snd  pablie  services,  and  not  by  the 
whim,  capnee,  or  any  less  worthy  motive  of  those 
above  him. 

Nor  sludl  I  diseosa  the  solidity  of  the  principle, 
or  the  policy  of  the  practice,  you  have  adopted,  oi 
opening  a  door  in  your  t^Kce  for  the  reception  of 
«pte«and  tn^nwrt,  to  whose  communications,  it 
appevs,  implicit  faith  is  given,  although  their 
Dames,  their  characters,  aod  even  the  purport  of 
their  denunciations  be  withheld. 

This  practice  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  now 
in  use  in  the  despotic  Governments  of  Europe, 
bat  I  hoped  never  to  see  it  transplanted  to  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  especially  in  the  degree  to 
which  you  extend  it. 

I  dismiss  diese  topics  from  view,  because  they 
are  only  incidental  (o  the  main  object  of  inquiry, 
and  involve  principles  in  which  I  am  not  inter- 
ottd,  otherwise  than  in  common  with  every  other 
American  eitiasn.  1  hare  noticed  them,  however, 
that  their  tendency  may  be  correctly  understood. 

But  I  diink  proper  to  make  a  few  comments 
sprai  the  hints  and  inuendos  contained  in  your 
latter  of  the  S4th,  and  with  a  view  to  place  them, 
and  yoar  conduct  in  making  them,  in  their  true 
light. 

Tmi  8a^;est  many  cases,  which,  provided  they 
existed,  you  say  would  justify  the  Executive  in 
the  removal  and  censure  of  a  public  Minister  or 
other  officer;  such,  for  example,  as  a  "defect  of 
jadgment.  skill,  or  diligence;  the  want  of  confi- 
draee  in  aim  by  the  Aaministratiou ;  his  holding 
ia^aoptt  oorrespondence  with  men  known  to  tw 
boMile  to  the  Goremment  he  represeata,  ud 
5th  Cos.— 101 


whose  action*  tend  to  its  subversion;  his  counte- 
nancing and  inviting,  from  a  mistaken  view  of 
ihe  interest  of  his  own  country,  a  conduct  in  an- 
other  derogatory  from,  and  injurious  to.  those  in- 
terests," d^.  The  existence  of  any  of  these  cases, 
you  »ay,  would  justify  the  removal  of  any  pnUie 
Minister. 

ft  is  not  my  intention  to  contest  with  you  ab- 
stract principles,  because  I  will  readily  admit  that 
if  a  public  officer  be  incompetent  to  the  duties  of 
his  (xftce,  whether  it  proceed  from  want  of  judg- 
ment, sktti,  or  diligence ;  If  he  be  the  tool  of  part^ 
son  of  another  country  against  the  honarr  and  i»> 
terett  of  his  own;  or  be  OModated  vUh  fartignen 
of  any  description  whauver,  or  with  the  agmstt 
or  creaturta  of  foreign  Powers,  in  promoting  any 
plan  of  cantpiracy  against,  intwrrtetion  in.  or  di»- 
cnrganization  of  his  own  country,  that,  in  any 
and  every  such  case,  such  c^cer,  whether  he  be 
employed  at  home  or  abroad,  ought  to  be  dismissed 
and  disgraced,  or,  rather,  severely  punished;  for 
disgrace  upon  those  who  are  capaole  of  commit- 
ting such  enormities  is  no  punishment  at  all.  But 
do  you  mean  to  apply  any  of  these  imputations' 
to  me?  If  so.  why  not  avow  it  and  present  your 
proof?  Would  it  not  be  more  manly  so  to  do, 
than  to  deal  in  inuendo  and  insiauation,  which, 
without  making  you  responsible  for  any  charge, 
are  perhaps  intended  to  be  understood  >s  such  t 
Or  do  you  hope  that  we  shall  take  these  inuendos 
for  facts,  without  ^our  declaring  them  to  be  kl  or 
producing  any  testimony  to  support  tbem  ?  This 
might  perhaps  promote  your  views  in  the  present 
case,  but  woula  ceruinly  not  promote  the  cause 
of  truth. 

With  respect  ^o  the  clamor  which  is  so  ince^ 
santly  raised  (and  of  which  you  seem  disposed  to 
avail  yourself  in  the  present  instance)  of  danger 
to  the  Qovernment  from  the  exercise  or  freedom 
of  opinion  in  debate  and  writing,  or  of  your  insin- 
uation that  1  had  improper  correspondence  with 
any  such  persons,  it  is  one  which  merits  no  reply. 
I  have  no  correspondent,  in  whom  I  repose  conft* 
dence,  who  has  not  given,  at  least,  as  strong  proof 
of  his  attachment  to  good  Qovernment  and  good 
order,  and  who  is  not  as  much  interested  (perhaps 
much  more  so)  in  the  preservation  of  those  blesfr* 
ings,  as  yourself,  w  any  of  those  who  makd  the 
loudest  clamoT  on  that  subject.  Nor  hare  I  had 
acommunication  withany  person  or  persons,  whilst 
employed  abroad,  or  at  any  other  time,  of  a  puUie 
nature,  but  with  a  viewto  preserve  the  (Government 
and  the  Union  entire ;  always  seeking  to  counteract 
the  disuniting,  disorganizing,  projects  of  those  who 
secretly  wish  to  subvert  them.  Do  you  know  of 
any  correspondence  of  mine,  exhibiting  an  oppo- 
site character,  or  having  an  opposite  tendency? 
if  you  do,  produce  it ;  and  then  we  will  discuss 
this  point  further.  But  till  then  I  shall  consider 
this  inuendo,  like  the  others,  as  bemg  thrown  out 
only  to  obscure  the  subject,  and  divert  the  mind 
from  the  true  object  of  inquiry. 

And  upon  the  point  of  confidence  between  the 
Administration  and  myself,  with  respect  to  the 
period  of  its  commencement  and  termination  oa 
tioth  sides,  (if  indeed  it  ever  existed  on  Iheii^  in 
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tbe  rtew  ta  iriueh  I  bad  reaMn  to  belierc  it  did.) 
wiib  the  eaosc  wbiefa  created  wtd  dolroyrd  it,  I 
stnll  Mf  bat  little,  at  present,  beeaoae  it  u  a  rery 
inportaat  c^e,  and  reqairei  to  be  more  fuUf  lUos- 
trated  thao  ibe  naiore  of  ibU  eommanieaiion  will 
admit  of.   Thia  poiot  iDTolres  in  it  the  whole 
jf(Air.j  of  ihe  AdminislraiioD,  ia  mjr  miMioo  aod  \ 
recall,  and  will,  I  tbiok,  wben  Itillf  ttaderstood, : 
lead  meotiallf  to  illiuirate  the  e<mdaci,  pHoeiplefl, 
aod  view*  of  the  Admiaistratioo  daring  ibis  great  i 
and  ioUTe»tiof  crisis  of  hnmao  affairs.   1  tbink  , 
proper,  bowrrer,  to  obserre  here,  that  whatcrer  j 
may  be  the  o^oioa  of  the  world  as  to  the  merits  i 
of  the  AdmiDisiraiion.  io  ibew  respects,  or  of  its 
conduct  towards  me,  throagh  the  whole  of  mjr  mis- 1 
MOD,  I  can  show,  io  the  most  saiinbetorr  maoner, : 
that  my  pdilical  character  aod  principles,  whilst 
%  member  of  the  American  Senate,  aod  whilst 
Minister  Pleaipoteotiary  of  the  United  Slates  with 
the  Preoeb  Re|iiiblic,werc  alway*  thcaame^  and 
tbatio  both  stations,  aod  ihroogbout  every  vicissi- 
(ode  of  oar  affairs,  ii  was  the  coDstani  and  labori- 
ous effort  of  m^  life  to  preserre  peace,  harmooy, 
and  perfect  amity,  between  the  two  Republics.  I 
can  show,  too,  that  those  effbris  bad  produced,  and 
were  still  prooacinff,  asood  effect,  of  which  the 
AdminisiratioD  had  fuU  knowledge,  at  the  rery 
moment  when  it  endeavored  to  impress  the  pub- 
lic with  a  belief  that  I  had  foiled  to  do  my  duly. 
The  AdmioistratioQ  may,  perhaps,  fiod  it  nereaf- 
ter  expedient  to  explain  why  1  was  inrited  to  ac- 
cept tfiit  mission,  and  confided  in  at  that  time, 
aod  why  that  confldeoce  was  withdrawn  after- 
wards,   Vivtt  my  political  character  aod  prlnci- 

Eles  less  known  in  the  former  stage  than  lo  the 
ttter  ?  I  presume  not ;  for  at  .the  time  when  1 
was  invited  to  accept  this  mission  to  the  Freoch 
Republic,  I  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  bad  acted  with  such  decision 
upoo  all  topics  which  came  belure  that  body  as 
to  leave  oo  doubt  with  any  one  what  my  political 

firinciplrs  were.  Was  there  any  particular  object 
D  view,  depending  anywhere  at  the  former  pe- 
riod, and  which  my  appointment  to  the  French 
Republic  might  then  promote?  And  did  the  ac- 
oomplishment  of  th^t  object  produce  a  change  in 
the  policy  of  the  Administration  towards  that  Re- 
public? and  of  what  nature  was  that  object?  I 
■uggest  these  ideas  incidentally,  only,  and  without 
meaning  to  go  fully  into  them. 

So  much  I  have  thought  proper  to  say,  in  reply 
to  the  hints  and  inuenclos  contained  in  your  fet- 
ter of  the  24th,  and  which,  I  presume,  will  fully 
•iplain  your  motives  in  making  them.  I  will  now 
procted  to  another  poiot  of  more  importance  in 
tbepresent  inquiry. 

Toe  chanj[i!  in  the  political  situation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Is  tou  obvious  and  interesting  not  to 
■ttract  the  attention  and  excite  the  seusloitity  of 
even  those  who  are  ihe  least  observant.  A  few 
yean  past,  the  name  of  America  was  a  venerable 
name  in  the  catalogue  of  nations.  It  command- 
ed the  respect  and  drew  the  sympathetic  atten- 
tion of  all  Powera  and  of  all  men.  Her  commerce 
aod  her  agriculture  flourished,  hand  in  hand,  and 
her  people  were  happy.   Beloved  by  her  aocieot 


fricBda,  thoewasBoeloadiathc^aliiicd  hseiiaB 
to  darken  her  pvospecis.  Aeoalitioaafiynab.it 
i«  inWj  i^oK  avowed  oigecc  it  was  to  extiijaM 
liberty  from  off  the  free  of  ihc  ^obe.  cseiled  ao- 
easioess  fora  while;  soon  however  the  tfrawaai 
potent  arms  of  Rcpablicanism  endied  itt  obm 
aod  averted  the  storm.  Bat  wiut  a  revciK  kai 
DOW  taken  pbcc!  and  when  will  the  caiaiiiufhi 
cod  ?  Oar  Datioual  character  has  not  o«ly  aim- 
dy  greatly  declioed.  and  our  commerce  and  afti- 
coliore  greatly  saSered^  bat  we  are  oo  the  poiat 
of  being  involved  io  a  war  with  our  ancient  aa4 
descrvutg  ally,  now  become  a  RepaUie,  after  oor 
own  nutmiJe,  aod  on  the  side  of  the  remnants  of 
that  same  coalitioo  which  was  lately  armed  aeaiast 
the  liberties  of  the  world.  Strange  and  abaotf 
incredible  event,  indeed !  Br  wut  means  ba> 
this  change  beeo  produced  f  Mneh  faai  bcea 
said  and  draic  by  the  Aduunistrntioo,  not  amply 
to  cxcul^te  itadf  from  all  blame  in  'that  respect, 
but  to  enmioate  others;  aod  when  called  opoalo 
sute  aod  sobstaoiiate  its  eharges,  what  has  ben 
the  result  t  Let  yonr  letters  sliow. 

It  is  now  time  to  close  this  snbject,  aod  to  briag 
into  view  an  Important  qoestioD  which  muit  be 
decided  oo.  Has  the  Administration  perTonned 
its  duty  to  its  country  in  those  great  eooeems,aod 
acquitted  itself  to  the  public  as  it  ooghi  to  hare 
done  ?  Id  my  judgment  it  has  not.  Might  we 
not  have  avoiaed  this  crisis  aod  all  the  evils  which 
led  to  it  by  other  and  obvioos  measures,  more  coo- 
sisteot  with  our  national  honor  and  interest,  tad 
without  exposing  ourselves  to  any  real  danger 
whatever?  In  my  judgment  we  mighL  Is  litit 
laittr  view,  the  subject  acquires  new  importaaee, 
and  is  entitled  to  more  particular  attention. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  our  feUowiiti- 
zens,  in  general,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  lev' 
eral  points  in  discussion  between  us,  to  whom  it 
likewise  belongs  to  estimate  your's  aod  my  eoa- 
duct ;  and  I  now  think  proper  to  inform  you  tbt 
it  is  my  intention  to  carry  the  subject  before  tbt 
enlightened  and  impartial  tribunal,  with  all  tbe 
lights  which  I  possess. 

I  am,  with  doe  respect,  &c. 


From  Mr.  Monroe  to  Ac  Secretary  of  State,  July  lli 

1797. 

Mr.  Monroe  requests  Col.  Pickering  to  infbrn 
his  eodleagaes  that  the  evident  impropriety  of  kis 
having  any  communicatioo,  otherwise  thao  witli 
the  Admiotstration  itself,  upon  ao  act  for  which 
he  holds  the  Administration  responsible,  {ffccloda 
his  receiving  from  them,  as  individual  citiseiu- 
any  information  whatever  respecting  tbe  motivea 
which  governed  them  in  the  case  referred  to. 
He  declines  this  with  the  greater  pleasure,  be- 
cause the  course  he  finds  it  neces^&ary  toadopt,foi 
the  communication  and  development  of  this  sub- 
ject, generally,  offers  to  those  gentlemen,  as  indi- 
vidual citizens,  an  opportunity  to  commooicate 
the  motives  of  their  conduct  in  that  case  to  tbe 
community  at  large,  through  which  chanoelooly 
can  he  atteod  to  them. 
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COMMERCE!  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Reported  December  26,  1797.] 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part 
of  the  President's  Speech  which  relates  to  the 
Proteetion  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
CoantrTj  heg  leave  to  report,  io  part,  of  the  suh- 
jects  which,  under  this  authority,  require  their 
atteotioD : 

That  the  aoauthorized  depredations  which  in- 
termpt  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  are 
rendered  more  exteasively  destructive  to  certain 
r^ulations  which  originated  inth  the  act  of  June 
the  5ih,  1794,  made  in  additioa  to  the  act  for  the 
wmishmeDt  of  certai  i  crimes  against  the  United 
Dtatea.  That  act  prohibits,  amoDg  other  things, 
the  fitting  and  arming,  within  the  United  States, 
my  ship  or  vessel  witn  intent  to  employ  the  same 
in  the  service  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  for 
hostile  purposes.  The  instructions  immediately 
afterwards  given  by  the  Executive  to  carry  that 
law  into  full  effect,  appears  in  a  letter  from  the 
Department  of  War,  circulated  to  the  Grovernors 
of  the  several  States,  under  date  of  July  21,  1704, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted.  The  com- 
mittee would  more  especially  refer  to  that  part  of 
the  letter  which  prohibits  ciiizeus  frona  arming 
their  vessels,  unless  in  some  special  ca&es,  re- 
terved  for  the  decision  of  the  President. 

The  alarming  increase  of  injarious  depredations 
ainee  occurring,  ^ve  rise  to  attempts  by  our  citi- 
zens to  arm  their  vessels,  and  when  refused  per- 
mission, to  very  earnest  claims  of  their  right  And 
the  question  was  submitted  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  answered  therefrom,  by  a  circular 
letter  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  under  date 
of  April  8, 1797 ;  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sabmitted.  It  is  thereby  directed  that  the  sailing 
of  armed  vessels,  not  bona  fde  destined  to  the 
Blast  Indies,  be  restrained,  until  otherwise  ordain- 
ed by  Congress.  It  is  understood  that  the  excep- 
tion has  been  since  extended  in  favor  of  vessels 
bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  This  restraint  ap- 
p^rs  to  have  originated  on  the  part  of  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  United  States,  solely  in  the  wish  to 
prevent  collusions  with  the  Powers  at  war,  con- 
tnveoiog  the  act  before  mentioned,  and  not  from 
any  doubt  of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  permit- 
ting oar  vessels  to'enndoy  means  of  drfence  while 
ei^4^  in  a  lawful  foreign  commerce. 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  that  L^islatlve 

SroTisions  ought  to  be  established  in  lien  of  ihe 
ixecutive  directions  herein  referred  to.  The  law 
before  mentioned  has  not  provided  for  any  exam- 
ination, or  directed  to  any  circumstance  or  stipu- 
lations by  which  the  case  of  the  lawful  equipment 
of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  may  be  distin- 
guished from  that  of  an  unlawful  armmg  for  hos- 
tile purposes.  From  this  defect  has  arisen  the  ne- 
cessity, if  there  be  any,  of  the  existing  restraint 
which  has  operated  to  render  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  defenceless  against  every  attack, 
however  lawless  and  unauthorized,  and  an  easy 
prey  to  the  most  inconsiderable  force.  It  is  ob- 
servably also,  that  the  exceptions  from  this  re- 


straint, admitted  in  favor  of  vessels  undertabiag 
for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  or  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  are  without  any  guard  upon  the  conduct 
of  those  vessels  abroad,  and  that  these  pretences 
may  be  falsely  assumed  with  impunity. 

Upon  these  considerations  the  committee  have 
prepared  a  bill,  as  supplementary  to  the  act  of 
June,  1794,  providing  sffainst  abuses  which  may 
be  attempted  or  practised  under  color  of  equipping 
vessels  for  defence,  in  case  that  right  should  be 
generally  exercised  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

All  which  is  submitted,  by  order  of  the  com- 
mittee. 


War  Dbpabthbnt,  Jut^  31, 1794. 

Sir:  Some  doubts  having  arisen  in  several  of 
the  States  as  to  the  circumstances  of  equipment 
in  any  vessel  beltmging  to  the  belligerent  naiions, 
which  majr  be  deemenan  unlawful  increase,  or 
augmentation  of  force^  it  has  been  judged  advisa- 
ble, in  order  that  a  uniform  principle  may  prevail 
upon  the  subject,  to  give  the  following  explana- 
tions : 

The  mounting  additional  guns,  or  changing  or 
altering  the  calibre  or  size  of  the  guns,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever;  the  making  of  new  gun  carriages, 
or  the  cutting  of  new  port  holes  in  any  part  of  a 
vessel,  are  each  adjudged  to  be  an  unlawful  aug- 
mentation of  force,  and  therefore  to  be  prevented. 

This  construction  had  its  full  operation  upon 
the  British  letter  of  marque  ship  Jane,  which  ar- 
rived in  the  port  of  Philadelphia  in  tbe  month  of 
July,  1793.  New  gun  carriages  were  made,  addi- 
tional guns  mounted,  which  had  been  lm>ught  in 
the  hold  of  said  vessel,  and  new  port  boles  were 
cut  in  her  sides  and  stern.  Each  and  every  one 
of  these  acts  being  deemed  unlawful,  she  was 
obliged  to  retand  the  new  gun  carriages,  dismount 
the  additional  guns,  and  dismantle,  and  effectually 
close  up  the  new  port  holes.  • 

Although  this  rule  has  been  hitherto  considered 
as  applicable  to  the  belligerent  Powers  only,  yet, 
in  oraer  to  prevent  any  abuse  or  national  respon- 
sibility from  the  subjects  of  other  neutral  nations, 
fitting  out  or  equipping  vessels  in  our  ports,  for 
the  use  of  one  of^the  warring  nations,  it  is  extend- 
ed to  all  vessels  belonging  even  to  neutrals. 

The  United  States  being  also  a  neutral  nation, 
the  vessels  of  their  citizens,  in  most  cases,  do  not 
require  to  be  armed ;  the  arming  such  vessels, 
therefore,  raises  a  presumption  that  it  is  done  with 
a  hostile  intent,  and  contrary  to  the  prohibitions 
of  the  act  of  Congress.  Some  special  cases,  in- 
deed, may  occur,  in  which  arming  may  be  proper 
and  necessary,  biit  these  cases  ought  always  to  be 
well  examined  and  ascertained,  lest  they  should 
cover  collusions  with  some  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers. To  guard  against  such  an  abuse,  no  vessel, 
belonging  to  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  permitted  to  be  armed,  and  to  sail,  uniil  all  cir- 
cyimstances  concerning  her  shall  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  President,  and  his  decision  thereon 
made  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herein  encloied, 
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ft  Dew  rate  as  to  the  sailiog  of  vessels  of  war  of  the 
belligerent  nations  from  the  United  States,  and 
also  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
for  the  panishmeat  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States."    I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

H.  KNOX. 
Hia  Excellency  the  Gorernor  of  —  - 

'  Circular  to  the  CoUectors  of  the  CtutoniB. 

Treasdby  Department, 

April  8,  1797. 

Bib  :  The  depredations  to  which  the  commerce  ' 
of  the  United  States  is  at  present  exposed  have 
given  rise  to  a  question  which,  beint;  of  general 
concern,  is  therobre  made  the  sabject  of  a  circu- 
lar eommunicatioD. 

The  question  ia,  whether  it  be  lawful  to  ann  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  for  their 
protection  and  defence,  while  engaged  in  regular 
commerce  ? 

It  is  answered,  that  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
defence,  by  means  of  military  force,  against  mere 
pirates  and  nea  rovers,  is  lawful.  The  arming  of 
vessels  bona  Jide  engaged  in  trade  to  the  East 
Indies  is,  therefore,  on  account  of  the  danger  from 
pirates,  to  be  permitted,  as  heretofore  ;  but,  as  the 
arming  of  vessels  destined  feu-  European  or  West 
India  commerce  raises  a  presumption  that  it  is 
done  with  hostile  intentions  against  some  one  of 
the  belligerent  nations,  and  may  cover  collusive 
practices  inconsistent  with  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June,  1794,  unless  guarded  by  provisions  more  ef- 
fectual than  have  been  hitherto  established,  it  is 
diieeled  that  the  sailinjr  of  armed  vessels,  nolAoRtt 
fide  destined  to  the  East  Indies,  be  restrained, 
until  otherwise  ordained  by  Congress. 

Information  has  been  received  that  some  vessds 
are  arming  by  strangers  for  the  purpose  of  captur- 
ing the  vfusas  of  the  United  States.  The  utmost 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  collectors  to  prevent 
the  prepress  of  this  evil  is  enjoined ;  where  there 
is  reasonable  ground  to  believe  that  vessels  are 
equipped  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  afuinst 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  ihey  are  to  Be  ar- 
rested, and  the  circumstances  stated  to  this  De- 

Siriment.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  ohe- 
ent  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 


SPAIN. 

[Cominanicated  to  Congress,  January  S3,  1798.] 
RxroBT  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Uie  President  of 
die  United  States. 

Department  of  State,  yan.  22,  1798. 
In  obs-rvance  of  your  directions,  1  have  revised 
the  communications  from  Mr.  EUicott,  the  Com- 
missioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  Natchez, 
since  my  report  of  the  3d  of  July  last,  which,  with 
the  documents  therein  referred  to,  you,  on  ttjp 
same  day.  laid  before  Congress;  and  now  respect- 
fully submit  to  vou  a  statement  of  whatever  ap- 
pears therein  to  ne  material. 


The  last  letter  from  Mr.  BUicott,  of  whidi  t 
communication  was  made  to  Congress,  bore  date 
the  10th  of  May  last.  His  next,  dated  the  27tk  tX 
that  roonib,  I  received  the  34tn  of  August,  h 
this  he  mentions  that  reinforeemeots  were  seat 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  post  at  Walnut  Hills, 
and  that  repairs  were  made  on  the  fort  at  the 
Natchez.  That  he  had  received  very  satisfactory 
accounts  from  both  the  Chickasaws  and  Choc- 
taws  that,  for  more  than  eight  months  past,  they 
had  been  tampered  with  by  the  Spanish  agenu 
and  traders,  to  (H-event  the  late  treaty  betweoi 
His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  Stales  fiom 
being  carried  into  effect,  though  Mr.  Ellicott 
thinks,  without  success.  On  the  11th  of  May,  he 
wrote  to  Governor  Gayoso.  desiring  a  definitive 
answer  as  to  the  time  he  would  be  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  determination  of  the  bonnuries  be- 
tween tbe  two  nations,  as  specified  in  the  treaty, 
to  which  he  received  an  unsatisfactory  anawtr. 
On  the  16th  he  addressed  to  Governor  Gajron  a 
retrospective  view  of  their  correspcmdence,  and  of 
that  with  Lieutenant  Pope,  exhibiting  the  repeat- 
ed promises  and  demonstrations  of  raniung  the 
boundary  line  and  evacuating  the  posts ;  the  ooi- 
performance  of  those  promises,  and  the  varied  ne- 
tences  for  the  delay.  To  this  detail  of  uafalfilled 
engagements  and  contradictory  measures,  the  Got- 
emor  answered  Mr.  Ellicott  on  the  17th,  "that 
he  should  not  trouble  him  with  justifying  the  mo- 
tives which  had  caused  some  disagreement  in  bis 
(the  OovernoHs)  communications  adding,  bow- 
ever,  that "  they  were  far  from  being  sincere.** 

In  his  next  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  June, 
Ellicott  mentions  that  "  the  citizens  of  the  Uoited 
States,  who  are  trading  on  theMississippiisrefre- 
qaently  treated  with  great  insolence  at  the  Spu- 
ish  posts,  and  their  property  taken  for  the  use  a 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  when  wanted,  and  alvap 
at  a  reduced  price."  He  instances  the  caw  of  a 
Mr.  McClany,  from  whom  a  large  quantity^ 
fiour  was  thus  taken  at  the  Walnut  Hills  j  and  of 
Francis  Baily,  who  was  compelled  to  receive  as 
cash,  in  payment  for  goods  sold,  a  species  of  papa 
which  was  passing  at  a  discount  of  twelve  per 
cent. 

With  this  letter  Mr.  Ellicott  transmitted  aeopf 
of  a  proclamaion  by  the  Baron  de  CaroodeWi 
Governor  (General  of  Louisiana,  bearing  date  at 
New  Orleans  the  34tb  of  May,  and  ordered  to  te 
published.  In  order  to  dissipate  reporu  whichhia 
alarmed  the  inhabitante  of  the  Naleh«,  the  Bain 
therein  declares  "  that  the  sospension  of  Aede> 
marcatton  of  die  limits,  and  the  evacuation  of  the 
forts,  which  will  be  comprehended  on  the  otw 
side  of  the  line,  is,  at  present,  only  occasioned  by 
the  imperious  necessity  of  securing  Lower  Loom* 
iana  from  the  hostilities  of  the  English.  wb<s(« 
says,)  without  regard  to  the  inviolability  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  have  set  on  foot  an 
expedition  against  Upper  Louisiana,  which  they 
cannot,  however,  attack,  without  iraversipg  the 
aforcMid  territory."  But  he  suggests  that,  if  they 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  Illinois  co<intry, 
they  would  then  attack  Lower  Louisiana.  Tu 
iabuloas  expedition  of  the  Engl^  from  Canatt 
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is  thus  made  the  pretence  for  the  non-execution 
of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Spain.  "We  have 
thought  proper  (says  the  Baron)  to  put  the  post  of 
Walnut  Hills  in  a  respectable  but  provisional  state 
of  defence,  until  the  United  States^  informed  of 
these  motives,  hy  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Majesty,  to  whom  we  hare  communicated 
them,  provide  against  these  inconveniences ;  and, 
by  taking  the  proper  steps  to  cause  the  territory 
to  be  respected,  shall  put  in  our  power  to  fulfil, 
without  danger,  the  articles  ol  the  treaty  concern- 
ing limits." 

In  this  proclamation,  the  information  of  the 
English  expedition  is  represented  as  having  been 
communicated  by  the  wron  de  Carondelet  to  the 
Spaoish  Minister  in  the  United  Slates ;  but,  in 
his  next  proclamation,  one  week  afterwards,  (May 
31st,^  he  sets  forth  that  he  had  received,  from  that 
Minuter,  information  of  the  expedition  from  Can* 
ada,  and,  therefore,  *'  had  judged  it  necessary,  for 
the  safety  and  tranquillity  of  Lower  Louisiana,  to 
nupend  the  evacuation  of  the  post  of  Natchez, 
«Dd  of  the  Walnat  Hills."  And,  as  early  as  the 
first  of  May,  Governor  Gayoso,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Ellicott,  puUisbed  with  the  other  documents  laid 
before  Congress  at  the  last  session,  assigns  the  in- 
formation, Defore  that  day,  received  by  the  Baron 
from  the  Spanish  Minister,  of  the  above  pretend- 
ed expedition  as  the  reason  for  holding  the  posts, 
and  putting  them  in  a  state  of  defence,  particular- 
Ij  the  Walnut  Hills-  In  the  same  proclamation 
(of  which  a  copy,  No.  1,  is  anoexea)  the  Baron 
nfiects  to  consider  the  march  a  detachment  of 
American  troops  from  the  Ohio  to  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  while  it  has  been  intimated,  as  he  says, 
to  the  mibtia  of  Cumberland,  to  hold  themselves 
ready  to  march  at  the  first  notice,  ax  an  evidence 
of  a  hostile  atteck  intended,  even  by  the  United 
States,  on  Louisiana. 

The  pretences  for  holding  the  posts  in  question, 
and  delaying  to  run  the  boundary  linc^  having 
raried  from  time  to  time,  it  may  be  proptir  to  pre- 
MBl  them  in  one  view. 

Ai  <Ae  inonfA  ^  iMorcA. 

IsL  That  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  forts, 
when  evacuated,  were  to  be  demolialied  or  left 
•tandinff. 

2d.  That  it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  real 
property  to  the  inhabitants.  And  both  these  points. 
It  was  said,  must  be  adjusted  by  a  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  Governmeou  of  Spain  and  the 
United  State*,  prior  to  the  evacuation  of  the 
post*. 

3d.  That  they  must  be  retained  until  the  Span- 
ish officers  were  sore  the  Indians  would  be  pa- 

Onthe2ithofMay. 

4th.  The  English  expedition  from  Canada, 
whieh  could  not  proceed  without  violating  the 
territory  of  the  United  States. 

fitet,  in  the  proclamation  of  this  date,  the  put- 
tinc  of  the  principal  post,  that  of  the  Walnut 
Huls,  in  a  state  of  defence  was  declared  to  be 
only  proTistonalj  and  until  the  United  States 
•houM  cause  their  territory  to  be  respected. 


5tb.  On  the  31st  of  May,  the  Baron's  second 

firoclamation  repeats  the  same  pretence,  the  En^ 
ish  expedition,  and  adds  a  new  one,  that  the  Uu- 
ted  States  were  marching  troops,  and  preparing 
the  militia  to  take  the  Spanish  dotninioos  by  sur- 
prise. Further  motives  are  also  assi^ed — ante- 
rior menaces  by  the  Commissioner,  Mr.  Ellicott, 
and  of  Lieutenant  Pope,  and  the  expected  rupture 
between  the  United  Slates  and  France.  And  new 
conditions  are  now  mentioned  to  be  performed  by 
the  United  States,  viz:  that  they  should,  as  a  ne- 
cessary evidence  that  they  have  no  hostile  inten- 
tions against  the  Spanieh  provinces,  either  leave 
the  post  of  the  Natchez,  or  the  Walnut  Hills,  in 
possession  of  Spain,  as  -*  the  only  bulwark  of  Low- 
er Louisiana  to  slop  the  course  of  the  British or 
give  to  the  Spaniatd8"security  against  the  article 
of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  exposes 
Lowa  Lotiisiana  to  be  pillaged  and  destroyed 
down  to  the  capital.  Then  (says  the  Baron)  we 
will  deliver  up  the  said  posts,  and  lay  down  our 
arms,  which  they  (the  United  States^  have  forced 
us  to  take  up,  by  arming  their  ratlitia  in  time  of 
peace,  and  sending  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
by  roundabout  ways  to  surprise  us." 

Pretences  more  frivolous,  or  more  unfounded 
and  unwarrantable,  were  perhaps  never  ureed  as 
reasons  to  excuse  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties. Never,  perhaps,  was  conceived  a  more  ab- 
surd idea,  than  that  of  marching  troops  from  the 
Ohio  to  tne  Slate  of  Tennessee,  and  ineoce  to  the 
Natchez,  in  the  whole,  a  tedious,  difGcuIt  and  ex- 
pensive route  of  many  hundred  miles,  chiefly 
through  a  wilderness ;  when,  if  the  United  States 
had  any  hostile  views,  they  had  only  to  collect 
their  troops  to  the  Ohio,  and  suffer  them  to  be 
floated  down  that  river  and  the  Mississippi,  al- 
most without  labor,  with  great  expedition,  and  at 
small  expense,  to  the  country  to  be  attacked.  But 
the  suggestion  is  as  false  as  it  is  absurd. 

Neither  does  any  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  (the  Baron 
doubtless  means  the  treaty  of  1794,)  nor  the  ex- 
planatory article  of  1796,  give  to  Great  Britain 
any  new  right  respecting  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  consequently  do  not  expose,  more 
than  it  was  before  exposed,  Lower  Louisiana  to  be 
pillag;ed  aod  destroyed  by  the  Briti^.  But  this 
question  having  been  fully  discussed  in  mv  letter 
of  the  17ih  of  May  last,  to  the  Spanish  Minister, 
and  his  reasoning  demonstrated  (as  I  conceive)  to 
be  utterly  unfounded,  it  would  be  a  waste  of  tune 
to  add  any  further  observations  upon  it. 

If  the  posts  of  the  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills 
"  are  the  only  bulwarks  of  Lower  Louisiana,  to 
stop  the  course  of  the  Briiishj"  as  the  Baron  as- 
serts, and  if,  therefore,  Spain  is  justifiable  in  hold- 
ing them,  she  may  retain  them,  without  any  limit- 
ation of  time,  for  her  security  in  any  future  war, 
as  well  as  in  that  which  now  exists.  But  this, 
like  all  the  other  reasons  which  have  been  before 
advanced,  is  merely  ostensible.  The  true  reason  is 
doubtless  developed  by  the  Baron  in  his  proclama- 
tion of  the  31st  of  May.  The  expectauon  of  an 
"  immediate  rupture  between  France,  the  intunate 
ally  of  Spain,  and  the  United  Sutei" 
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The  Spanish  Minister  hariDg  resumed  this  sub- 
ject in  hiB  letter  to  me  of  the  11th  of  July,  his 
own  printed  translation  of  it,  and  of  my  answer 
of  the  8ih  of  Auffust,  are  hereto  annexed,  together 
with  his  letter  of  the  19th  of  August,  acknowtedg- 
inf  the  receipt  of  that  aoswer,  and  his  two  subse- 
quent letters  of  the  9th  of  October  and  21st  of  No- 
vember. With  the  last,  it  seems  proper  to  lay 
before  you  a  paper,  signed  "  Verus "  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Aurora,  printed  by  BenjamiQ  Fraok- 
lin  Bache,  on  the  morning  of  the  233^  containing, 
in  substance,  his  letter  of  the  22d,  which  I  reeeiy- 
ed  the  preceding  evening,  and  some  additional  ex- 
pressions which  the  Minister  himself  deemed  too 
gross  to  be  addressed  to  the  Qovernment  under 
his  proper  signature ;  but  which,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances here  mentioned,  must  necessarily  be 
ascribed  to  him. 

Id  bis  next  letter.  Mr.  EUicott  gives  an  account 
of  an  insurrection  of'tbe  inhabitants  of  the  Natchez. 
A  minute  detail  of  the  circumstances  which  grad- 
ually tended  to  produce  this  event,  he  nays,  would 
fill  a  volume.  The  following  relation  is  extract- 
ed from  hi!  letter  of  June  27ih :  '-The  delay 
(says  he)  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  to  carry 
the  late  treaty  between  His  Catnotic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  into  effect,  gave  great  uneasi- 
ness, which  was  daily  increased  by  the  Spaniards 
reiniorcing  and  repairing  the  fort  at  this  place  and 
the  Walnut  Hills.  The  people  considered  those 
Reparations  as  a  determmation  on  the  part  of 
Spain  to  retain  the  country,  notwithstandmg  the 
late  treaty.  A  disposition  was  frequently  mani- 
fested to  resist  the  taws  of  Spain ;  but  they  were, 
nevertheless,  submitted  to  without  a  direct  oppo- 
sition, until  Friday  the  9tb  iosiant,  when  a  Mr. 
Hannan,  a  preacher  among  the  Baptists,  was  ta- 
ken on  some  trivial  pretence^ and  confined  by  his 
legs  in  a  smalt  building  within  the  fort  This 
was  considered  as  an  attack  upon  the  privileges 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Haonan 
being  one,)  and  a  determination^  at  all  events,  to 
enforce  the  laws,  civil  and  religious,  of  Spain, 
with  rigor.  Under  this  impression  the  inhabitants 
flew  to  arms,  and  the  Glovernor  and  the  principal 
officers  of  Qovernment  took  refuge  in  the  fort. 
Thus^  in  less  than  ten  hours,  by  an  unnecessary 
exertion  of  power,  the  authority  of  the  Crovemor 
was  confined  to  the  small  compass  of  the  fort." 

Saturday,  the  10th,  the  oppositiou  to  the  Span- 
ish Government  bad  extended  almost  over  the 
district.  Sunday,  the  llthj  a  number  of  enterpris- 
ing opposers  of  tne  Spanish  Government  called 
uptHiXieutenant  Pope  and  myself,  and  declared 
their  determination  of  commencing  hostilities,  in 
consequence  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Hannan, 
and  a  proclamation  of  the  Baron  de  Caroadetet 
(that  of  the  31st  of  May  before  mentioned)  which 
they  considered  as  a  declaration  of  war  ajgainst 
the  United  States:  To  oppose  them  directly 
would  have  put  an  end  to  our  influence  in  the 
country  ;  ana  to  encourage  them,  tn  my  opinion, 
would  have  been  improper,  as  the  United  States 
bad  not  extended  their  jurisdiction  to  this  district. 
I,  therefore,  on  my  part,  resolved  to  do  neither; 
out,  to  divert  their  attention  from  immediate  acts 


of  hostility,  proposed  to  them .  to  make  a  formd 
declaration  of  their  being,  by  the  late  treaty,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  that  thnr  might  hare 
some  claim  to  protection ;  but  at  the  same  tioie 
not  to  lose  sight  of  their  personal  safety,  and  act 
on  the  defensive  only.   This  had  the  eflectl  ex- 
pected.  On  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  13th, 
Mr.  Pope  and  myself  received  a  verbal  messa^ 
from  Governor  Gayoso,  by  his  Adjutant,  Major 
Minor,  to  tbe  following  purport:   " Gentlemea, 
Governor  Gayoso  requests  the  favor  of  an  inter- 
view with  you,  all  as  private  geoilemeo :  the  ia- 
tervtew  to  be  without  toe  fort,  to  see  if  some  plan 
cannot  be  devised  to  quiet  the  present  disturbance 
in  the  country."    To  this  message  I  replied,  that 
"  I  bad  no  objection  to  the  proposed  interview; 
that  1  approved  of  peace,  ana  would  join  in  utj 
measures  for  that  purpose,  consistent  with  the 
honor  and  safety  of  the  people,  who  geoeially 
considered  themselves  citizens  of  tbe  United 
States."  Mr.  Pope's  answer  was  very  diflerent, 
and  to  the  following  effect :  "You  wtU  please  to 
inform  Qovemor  Gayoso  that  I  will  not  agree  to 
the  interview,  nor  have  an^  correspondence  wifli 
him  but  what  shall  be  official ;  and  I  will  repel,by 
force,  any  attempts  that  are  made  to  imprison 
those  who  claim  the  privileges  of  being  citizens  of 
the  United  States."   As  the  message  was  joiodir 
to  Mr.  Pope  and  myself,  and  Mr.  Pope  woitld  aot 
attend,  1  informed  Major  Minor  that  I  should  not 
attend  alone.    All  my  address  was  now  exerted 
to  avert  the  storm,  and  bring  it  to  a  favorable  it- 
sue;  and  I  could  see  no  mode  so  likely  toanfwn 
tbe  purpose,  as  measuresapparentty  decided.  Un- 
der this  impression,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evea- 
ing,  after  Major  Minor  had  been  with  us,  I  eDte^ 
ed  my  approbation  to  a  letter,  written  by  Mr. 
Pope,  to  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
district,  assembled  at  a  Mr.  Belt's,  about  nine  miles 
from  this  place.*  On  the  morning  of  the  13ih,  I 


*  This  letter  from  Lieutenant  Pope  has  since  ban 
toansmitted  by  Col.  Anthony  HuldiiiM,  of  tbe  NaldMii 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  is  as  jbllows: 

**Natcub  Gakp,  June  IS,  1797. 
"  FethufctHzena  of  the  diatriet  of  JVateAee 

**  Having  received  infitnnatuHi  that  a  number  of  yea 
will  be  collected  at  my  friend  Belt's,  in  canfi>rmity  to 
an  indirect  invitation  sent  to  you  for  that  purpow,  I 
have  now  poaitiTely  to  make  the  declantion  to  you  that 
I  hsve  made  this  evening  to  Governor  Gayoso,  that  I 
will  at  all  bazaids  protect  tbe  dtixens  <tf  the  United 
States  from  every  act  of  hostility ;  I  mean  all  sudt  H 
reside  north  of  me  thirt^-fint  degree  of  north  Utitnde. 
or  within  thir^-nine  mUea  due  north  of  tbe  Natcbfls.  I 
now,  therefore,  call  on  you,  in  the  most  solemn  maniMr< 
to  cmne  forward  and  assert  your  rights,  and  yon  may 
rely  on  my  ^cere  cooperation  to  accompliidi  that  de> 
sirable  object 

X I  ahall  expect  yonr  asustance  to  repel  any  tfo^  « 
hostile  parties  that  make  an  attempt  to  land  for  tbs 
purpoae  of  remfinnng  this  gairiaon,  or  other  potposes 
detrimental  to  tbe  inbafaitanto  of  this  coimtiy. 

"PIERCY  8.  POPE, 
«  Commanding  U,  S.  troopsj  NtUektx.^ 

Tnm  the  i»eaent  fi^mitig  ritnation  (rf  tkia  eamMT 
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received  a  letter  (No.  2)  from  Governor  Gayoso, 
lo  which  I  immediately  returned  an  answer  (No. 
3.)  The  ensiuDff  eveaing,  about  eleren  o'clock,  I 
received  a  verbal  message,  by  Mr.  George  Coch- 
rui,  contractor  for  the  United  States  at  this  post, 
from  GoTeinor  Gayoso,  requesting  a  private  inter- 
yiew  with  me  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Cocnran,  (which 
is  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  fort,)  at  nine  o'clock 
the  next  moinins :  to  this  I  had  no  objection,  as  I 
supposed  the  o^ect  of  the  interview  was  to  fall 
upon  some  ^an  of  an  aceommodaiion.  The  next 
moming,  beio^  the  14th,  I  met  Governor  Gayoso, 
according  to  his  reqaest.  He  appeared  much  agi- 
tated at  orsL  but  soon  became  calm,  and  we  en- 
tered upon  tbe  subject  of  the  tnmnit  in  the  coun- 
try :  he  was  desirous  to  know  upon  what  terms 
the  people  would  be  willing  to  disperse.  I  pro- 
posed the  outlines  of  an  accommodation,  to  which 
he  acceded.  In  order  to  prevail  on  Mr.  Pope  to 
consent  (o  an  interview  with  Governor  Gayoso,  I 
spoke  to  Mr.  Cochran  and  several  oiher  of  his 
mends,  whose  influence  prevailed,  and  tbe  inter- 
view took  place  at  the  Government  house,  about 
five  oVlock  in  the  afteraoon ;  when,  after  some 
discussion,  the  Governor  proposed  the  terms  (No. 
4)  tm  which  he  was  willing  to  accommodate  with 
the  people :  Mr.  Pope  bad  some  objections,  but  at 
len^h  withdrew  them.  On  Wednesday  morning 
the  Qovernor  published  the  proclamation  (No.  5) 
founded  in  part  u^n  the  terms  which  were  agreed 
upon  at  our  mterview.  But  this  proclBmation  had 
not  the  desired  efieet ;  in  some  places  it  ¥ras  torn 
lo  pieces.  The  words  "candid  repentance"  ren- 
deried  the  whole  obnoxious.  Tbe  people  consid- 
ered themselves  not  only  citizens  ot  the  United 
States,  bat  supporting  a  virtuous  and  honorable 
cause;  and,  therefore,  in  no  need  of  "  repentance." 
As  soon  as  I  discovered  that  the  proclamation  had 
no  effect,  I  gave  the  information  to  tbe  Governor's 
Adjutant,  Major  Minor.  The  business  now  put  on 
a  very  serious  aspect,  and  hostilities  appeared  inev- 
itable. By  this  time  the  opposition  to  the  Span- 
ish Oovernmeni  had  assumed  some  form;  a  num- 
ber of  respecta:ble  militia  companies  had  elected 
th^  officerr,  and  were  ready  to  lake  the  field. 
Friday,  the  i6th,  it  was  agreed  that  a  meeting  of 
the  prmcipal  inhabitants  of  the  district  should  be 
hdd  at  Mr.  Belt's  on  Tuesday,  the  20th.  In  the 
mean  time  both  sides  continaen  their  preparation. 
Companies  of  militia  were  forming  and  organiz- 
ine  in  the  country ;  and  the  Governor  exerted  bim- 
seff  by  streogtheniDg  and  reinforcing  the  fort  He 
called  to  his  aid  every  person  who  would  join  him, 
either  through  attachment  or  fear :  he  was,  never- 
theless, too  weak  to  attempt  any  ofiensive  opera- 
tions. On  Satunlay,  the  17th,  at  about  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  a  Spanish  patrol  fell  in  with  a  patrol 
from  our  camp,  and  fired  upon  it :  the  fire  was  re- 
turned, but  I  oelieve  that  there  was  no  datnage 
done.   On  Sunday  evening,  the  16th,  I  received 


I  ftdlj  approv«  of  Captain  Pope's  letter  of  tlus  date  to 
faii  Mow-dtiiaks  awembled  at  Mr.  Belt's. 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
Gnami$$ianer  United  State*. 

JbiK  U»1797. 


a  verbal  message  from  the  Governor,  by  his  Adju- 
tant, Major  Minor,  requesting  a  private  interview 
with  me  the  next  morning,  at  the  hoase  of  his 
Adjutant,  to  which  I  consented  without  any  hes- 
itation. The  next  moming  he  lef^  the  fort  and 
rode  by  a  circuitous  route  to  the  Adjutant's  place, 
where  I  joined  him.  Our  conversation  immedi- 
ately turned  upon  the  state  of  tbe  conntrj^ ;  he  as- 
sured me  that  he  was  very  desirous  of  coming  upoa 
some  terms  of  accommodation ;  and  as  he  under- 
stood that  I  intended  to  attend  the  meeting  the 
next  day  at  Mr.  Belt'ts  he  requested  that  i  would 
be  so  good  as  to  use  my  influence  to  bring  about  m. 
compromise.  I  told  him  that  was  my  object ;  and 
that  a  plan  had  already  been  agreed  upon  by  Cd* 
Hutchms  and  myself,  to  check,  and  finally  put  an 
end  to  the  present  disturbance ;  but  do  terms  could 
now  be  expected  that  were  not  honorable  for  the 
people:  they'bad  felt  their  strength,  and  would 
only  agree  to  return  home  by  bemg  admitted  to 
enjoy  a  state  of  neutrality,  ko  far  as  it  respected 
military  operations,  till  the  late  treaty  between 
His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
should  be  carried  into  efiiect.  To  this  privil^e  I 
thought  them  entitled ;  but  to  go  further  would  be 
impolitic,  and  probably  attended  with  ruin  to  indi- 
viduals, if  not  to  the  district.  As  the  Governor 
did  not  appear  dissatisfied  with  my  observations,  I 
took  it  for  granted  he  would  agree  to  a  qualified 
neutrality.  On  Tuesday,  the  l^h,  I  attended  the 
meeting  at  Mr.  Belt's,  which  was  large  and  re- 
spectable. 

Here  it  was  concluded  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  take  the  situation  of  the  country 
into  consideration,  and  make  arrangements  with 
the  Governor  for  restoring  peace  and  tranquillity ; 
which  arrangements  should,  as  a  greater  seeuritv 
to  the  people,  be  ratified  by  the  Governor  General, 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet.  Seven  gentlemen  wrae 
accordingly  elected  as  the  committee,  and  Mr. 
Pope  and  myself  were  requested,  by  the  same 
meeting,  unanimously  to  attend  with  them.  The 
committee  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, informing  him  of  their  election ;  to  which 
the  Governor  returned  a  polite  reply,  expressing 
his  happiness  that  this  salutary  measure  was 
adopted:  "  On  Wednesday,  the  2ist,  the  commit- 
tee met  and  proceeded  to  business ;  and,  after  much 
deliberation,  and  several  interviews  with  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  propositions,  (No.  6,)  on  the  22d,  were 
agreed  to,  and  confirmed  by  the  parlies.  On  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Pope  and  myself  presented  the 
Governor  our  engagonent,  (No.  7,}  to  co-operate 
with  the  committee,  in  preserving  peace  ana  good 
order  in  the  country.  On  tbe  23d,  the  Governor's 
proclamation,  (No.  8,)  embracing  the  four  propo- 
sitions, was  published,  which  gave  general  satis- 
faction, and  once  more  restored  tranquillity  to  the 
district.  Thus  ended  this  tumult  without  a  single 
act  of  violence  having  been  committed  during  the 
suspension  of  the  Government  and  laws,  for  the 
space  of  two  weeks.  From  the  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet's  proclamation  of  the  Slst  of  Iday,  it  would 
appear  that  1  had  menaced  the  Spanish  Qovem- 
ment  of  Louisiana.  This  is  wholly  a  misrepre- 
I  sentatioa,  and  calculated  to  answer  the  worst  of 
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ntrposes.  Erer  sioce  I  came  into  this  coootry  I 
save  been  a  cultivator  of  peace  and  harmoDy  be- 
tweeo  the  Spaniuh  aod  American  Oorernments, 
for  which  I  have  beea  frequently  censured  by 
many  citizens  of  the  Unit^  States,  who  hare 
come  on  to  this  place  since  the  ratificatioo  of  the 
late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  Spain.  But,  when  the  late  tumult  began, 
1  could  not  hesitate  as  to  the  part  I  should  take; 
and,  in  taking  the  part  I  did,  peace  was  my  main 
object.  If  my  endeavors  hare  had  the  least  share 
)in  bringing  about  the  honorable  compromise  be- 
tween the  Ooreroor  and  the  people,  1  shall  think 
imyself  amply  rewarded  for  the  trouble  andanxie- 
.ty  I  hare  experienced  on  that  occasion." 

The  agreement  between  the  committee  and  Got- 
amor  Gayoso  was,  in  due  time,  ratified  by  ibe 
GhiTetnor  Qeneral,  the  Baron  de  Garondelet. 

Mr.  EUicott,  in  his  letter  of  September  12th, 
(wbich  was  received  the  16th  of  November,)  men- 
tions that  Qoveroor  Oayoso  had  succeeded  Uie 
Baron  de  Garondelet  as  Gtovemor  and  General- 
in-Chief  ot  Louisiana,  and  gone  to  New  Orleans, 
and  had  committed  (be  government  of  the  Nat- 
chez district  to  Major  Stephen  Minor. 

His  communications  relative  to  the  Choctaw 
nations,  uhow  their  friendly  dispositions  towards 
the  United  States,  and  determination  to  remain 
at  peace.  It  appears  that  there  is  an  unhappy 
dissension  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natchez; 
one  party  blamiag,  and  the  other  decidedlj^  jtuti- 
fying.  t^e  condact  of  Mr.  EUlieott,  as  uniformly 
calcnlated  to  mainuin  the  traDquillitr  and  happi- 
ness of  tbe  settlement.  At  the  head  of  the  for- 
:mer  is  Colonel  Anthony  Hutchins. 

Mr.  ElUcott  pointedly  denies  the  ehi^[e  of  tbe 
Spanish  Minister,  that  he  intended  to  gel  posses- 
ion of  tbe  Natchez  fort  by  surprise;  of  which 
the  Minister,  said  Governor  Oayoso,  possessed  ^e 
nroofs  }  and,  far  from  evading  an  inquiry,  desires 
Governor  Gayoso  to  funiisn  the  Minister  with 
all  the  evidences  he  possesses  to  substantiate  the 
charge. 

In  his  next  letter,  dated  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  EUicott  encloses  a  resolution  (No.  9,) 
of  tbe  permaoeai  committee  manifesting  their 
eonfidenee  io  him^  and  requesting  bim  to  repre- 
arat  the  present  siiuaiioo  of  tbe  district  (o  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  and  also  all  the 
measures  which,  from  bis  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
flunutances  of  tbe  country,  acquired  by  bis  resi- 
dence there,  he  shall  deem  to  be  conducive  to  its 
■  future  welfare,  in  the  event  of  the  late  treaty 
between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  being  carried  fully  into  effect." 

Mr.  Ellicott  has  accordingly  expressed  his  opin- 
ion, founded  onveryc(went  reasons,  that  tbe  form 
-  of  government  established  for  the  Northwestern 
Territory  will  be  tbe  most  proper  for  the  Natchez 
district ;  with  tbe  exception  of  slaves,  wbich  was 
admittaJ  when  the  same  form  of  government  was 

S'ven  to  the  territory  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  now 
e  Slate  of  Tennessee.  His  information  in  this 
letter  respecting  the  titles  to  the  lands  held  in  that 
aounlry  by  tbe  inhabitants,  will  be  oscftal  ^riien 
the  iiuroduetton  ot  a  gorornnMnt  there,  under  the 


authority  of  tbe  United  States,  shall  be  conlev- 
plated. 

By  the  communications  in  this  despatch,  its^ 
pears  that  the  permanent  committee,  which  srt 
considered  as  an  important  part  in  tbe  preseot  sd- 
miuistration  of  the  afikirs  of  the  Natchez  district, 
were  chosen  freely  by  the  inhabitants,  assembled 
with  the  consent  of  the  Governor,  and  that  tke; 
have  his  approbation  for  their  steady  zeal,  in  pro- 
moting the  peace  of  the  country. 

On  the  28th  of  November  I  received  Mr.  Kb- 
cott's  letter  of  the  7th  of  October,  at  vhidi.  lime  i 
no  change  had  taken  place  in  afiairs  at  Natoko. 

He  encloses  tbe  copy  of  a  letter  from  GoreiMt 
Gayoso,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  tbe  14&  of  Sm- 
tember,  in  answer  to  one  from  Afr.  ElUeott  of  the 
6th,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  representatioMof 
the  Spanish  Minister,  in  his  letter  to  me  of  tlie 
24th  ot  June  last,  (which,  with  other  doeomati, 
was  laid  before  Congress  on  the  3d  of  July,)crin- 
inating  Mr.  Ellicott's  conduct  at  the  Natcba; 
particularly  that  he  intended  to  possess  fainitdf  of 
the  Natchez  fort  bv  surprise;  and  desired  tbe 
(Governor  to  furnish  the  Minister  with  those  proofc 
which  the  Minister  had  asserted  to  be  in  his  poa- 
session.  In  the  Governor's  answer  of  Septenbct 
14ih,  he  says  to  Mr.  Ellicoti:  '*I  am  sure  dK  i 
proofs  io  my  possession,  that  the  Chevalier  de  i 
Yrujo  refers  to,  are  tbe  remainder  of  the  copts 
of  your  letters  to  me,  which  he  then  had  not,  bat 
before  this  must  bare  reeeired.  Yoa  auf 
be  assured  I  never  made  any  other  eoastnetioii 
upon  jova  expressions  than  that  which  mtj  be 
conceived  by  every  person  in  tbe  United  Suoei^ 

In  tbe  same  letter,  of  September  6th.  Mr.  El- 
licott  says :  "  So  far  as  I  can  judge  at  preseat, 
all  the  obstacles  which  occasioned  tbe  delay  at 
your  part,  in  ascertaining  the  boundary  lines  In- 
tweeo  His  Catholic  Majesty's  provtnoes  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  and  the  territory  of  the  Uaited 
States,  are  now  removed ;  I,  therefore,  wish  to  be 
informed  when  you  can,  with  ctntveuence,  po- 
ceed  to  the  running  of  tbe  lines  above  mentiMsd." 

The  Governor,  in  his  answer  of  the  14th.  san: 

Those  difficulties  which  alternately  hare  caused 
a  suspeuMon  in  the  execution  of  that  part  of  ike 
u-eatv  between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  Stalei. 
in  which  we  have  tbenonor  to  be  concerned, snk- 
sist  yet ;  and  tbe  etrndoct  of  tbe  Spanish  offiesn 
is  completely  justified  to  the  world  by  tbe  potu- 
cation  of  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and  the  correqKiad- 
ence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Lit- 
ton. Until  the  King,  my  master,  has  tbott  ss- 
surances  which  are  necessary  from  the  Uaittd 
States  to  eecure  the  safety  ot  this  province^  yoo 
cannot  reasonably  expect  tnat  I  should  be  aoihor- 
ized  to  act  in  a  di^reat  manner  than  hitherto. 
As  soon  as  I  receive  orders,  rcfaoving  the  pi"«' 
obstacles,  I  shall  cheerfully  pcoceecl  to  tbt  noniag 
of  the  boundary  lines." 

To  this  Mr.  EUicott  replied,  and  recited  the  ob- 
stacles to  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  wbici,  ti 
different  times,  had  been  presoitcd  by  tbcSfat- 
ish  Governors,  and  which  he  conceived  to  becom- 
Metely  removed  by  the  declaration  of  ibe^'''^ 
dent  in  his  Message  to  Cimgress  on  the  ISn  n 
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June,  tfae  uniform  conduct  of  the  United  9utes 
in  respect  to-tbe  Indian  nations,  and  tbe  exhibi- 
tion ot  facts  respectiD^  the  pretended  ezpeditioD 
of  the  English  irom  Canada,  and  the  narigation 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Ellicott's  next  letter  is  dated  at  the  Natchez, 
the-S7th  of  October,  and  was  received  the  5th  in- 
stant He  says  that  coantry  "  is  in  great  confu- 
mOB,"  owing  to  the  intrigues  which  have  produced 
two  parties  among  the  people.  He  adds;  "Con- 
cress,  at  their  last  session,  hj  not  cuning  to  anr 
decision  relatiTe  to  this  territory,  has  wenkeoeo 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  among  the  in- 
halMtants  mon  than  you  can  concetTe.  It  has 
been  artfully  propagated,  from  that  cireumstanee, 
that  the  treaty,  in  all  probability,  will  not  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  and  tbe  country  remain  as  hereto- 
fore,  ander  the  jurisdiction  oi  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty which  belief  is  producing  its  natural  eon- 
■equeuces. 

He  represents  the  permanent  committee  as  un- 
wearied in  their  endeavors  to  promote  peace  and 
good  ordtr,  and  the  character  of  its  members  as 
kmoDg  tbe  first  in  that  country  for  respectability ; 
vhiefa  is  confirmed  by  the  certificate  (No.  10) 
of  die  temporary  Ctovemw,  Major  Minor ;  which 
alao  shows  that  they  are  acknowledged  as  an  au- 
thorized body  by  the  Spanish  QoTerament. 

His  next  letter  is  ^ted  at  the  Natchez,  tbe  14th 
of  November,  and  was  received  the  4th  insUnt. 
He  details  the  different  facts  and  (Mrcumstanees 
which  have  led  him  to  think  that  desigas  are  car- 
lying  on  in  the  dutriot  unfavorable  to  ue  interests 
of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Aotbony  Hutchins  presented  to  tbe 
temporary  Governor  an  application  dated  the  9th 
of  AngtiHt,  setting  forth  that,  although  the  inhab- 
itants in  general,  in  their  present  state  of  neu- 
trality, are  well  disposed,  and  submit  "  to  the  pre- 
siding authority  and  the  prevailing  laws,  that  are 
M>w  executed  with  mildness yet,  cooceiviog 
and  finnly  believing  that  the  treaty  between  tbe 
United  States  md  Spain  will  be  carried  into  ef- 
fiset.  "  and  that  there  is  more  thao  a  mobafaility 
that  tfae  United  States  will  avail  themsdves  of  the 
claim  of  dominion  to  the  Slst  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude; ui^der  vHiich  consideration  they  conceive 
it  expedient  to  appoint  a  man  of  some  abilities, 
"srich  the  appellation  of  ageot.  to  address  Congress 
on  important  occasions,  and  that  there  may  be 
also  a  committee  of  safety,  who  may  correspond 
with  such  agent,  and,  from  time  to  time,  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  sense  and  will  of  the  people 
he,  therefore,  **in  behalf  of  a  very  respecuble 
namber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natchez,  and,  at 
dieir  request,  solicits  for  permission  that  elections 
nay  be  held  in  the  several  districto  within  that 
proTinee,  and  in  the  town  of  Natchez,  to  elect 
a«eh  swent  and  such  committee  of  safety  and  cor- 
lesfwndeDee,  on  the  second  of  September,"  in  die 
manner  described  by  Colonel  Hutchins  in  his  ap- 

Sition.  This  required  that  the  alcaldes  (or 
ces)  should  hold  the  election,  or,  in  their  de- 
:,  certain  assistants,  whom  oe  uames;  and 
that  the  alcaldes  and  assistants  should  not  be  eli- 
gible; it  alao  proposed  to  admit  as  voters  all  the 


inhabitants  settled  and  residing  in  tbe  district 
who  were  "  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age." 

To  this  request  of  Colonel  Hutchins,  tbe  tem- 
porary Governor  acceded,  as  appears  by  his  act 
(No.  11)  dated  the  16th  of  Augusu 

"  Immediately  upon  this  being  made  public, 
(says  Mr.  Ellicott,)  it  excited  considerable  alarm, 
and  was  generally  considered,  by  the  well  dispos- 
ed inhabitants,  as  an  artful  measure,  calculated  to 
divide  the  peoide  between  the  two  committees, 
which,  if  effected,  would,  in  all  probalnlity,  end  in 
a  breach  of  the  nentraltw^  by  oae  or  other  of  the 
parties,  and  thereby  produce  the  re-establishment 
of  the  Spanish  Government."  Under  this  impres- 
sion, six  of  the  ten  uubdirisiiuis  of  which  thu  di» 
trict  is  composed,  protested  against  the  election ;  of 
course  there  were  but  four  elections  held  agreea- 
bly to  the  permission.  Among  tbe  reasons  aasij^ 
ed  in  the  protests  against  this  proposed  election, 
were  these:  "Because  (say  tbe  protestors^  we 
dread  the  effect  ot  such  a  precediient,  which  ap- 
pears to  us  to  involve  the  seeds  of  anarchy,  and 
an  open  ctmtnnpt  in  the  authority  vested  in  the 
committee,  our  only  lej^al  representatives."  "Be- 
cause, by  tbe  mode  of  election,  not  less  than  thir- 
ty of  our  most  intelligent  and  respectable  eilixoH 
are  rendered  ineompetent  to  serve  either  as 
said  agent  or  io  the  committee.'*  "  Because  it  is 
calculated  to  introduce  a  direct  innovation  in  the 

{trineiples  of  election,  by  admitting  to  the  privi- 
ege  of  voting,  persons  of  the  age  of  eighteen.** 
And  "because  neither  the  powers  of  tbe  agent  nor 
committee  are  properly  dedned." 

Mr.  Ellicott  states  that  the  four'persons  elected 
in  the  other  four  subdivisions,  "  with  Col.  Hutch- 
ins at  their  bead,"  [woceeded  to  business.  After- 
wards, another  member  was  added  by  the  nomi- 
natioa  of  ten  voices  in  one  subdivison,  and  a  sixth 
was  appointed  by  the  subscription  of  fewer  than 
thirty  persons.  The  committee,  thus  constituted, 
produced  a  very  long  "petition  and  memorial,** 
addressed  to  the  "  House  of  RqMresenuttves  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,"  of  which 
Mr.  Ellicott  has  transmitted  a  copy,  Imt  of  which 
it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  antieipate  the  pre- 
sentation to  Congress  by  tbe  agent  to  wh<mi  it 
may,  for  that  purpose,  be  committed.  One  object 
of  the  memorial  aeema  to  be  to  criminate  the  coo- 
duct  of  tbe  American  Commissioner,  Mr.  EUioott, 
and  the  commander  of  the  troops,  Captain  Pope. 
But  |ffoofs  accompany  Mr.  Ellicott's  communica- 
tion, that  this  part  of  the  long  memorial  was  con- 
cealed from  many  who  suracribed  it,  and  other 
testimonies  in  vindication  of  those  officers.  The 
exhibition  of  these  documents,  I  bave  thought, 
might  abo  be  suspended  until  the  "  petition  and 
memorial"  were  presented  to  Congress.  It  may, 
however,  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  memorial, 
as  well  as  the  proceedings  of  the  regularly  ap- 
pointed permanent  eommiitee,  view  the  actual 
establishment  of  a  govemmeat  at  the  NatehtK, 
voder  the  authority  of  tbe  United  States,  as  to 
take  place  only  when  its  present  state  of  neotrali- 
ly  shall  cease ;  that  is,  when  the  Spanuh  juris- 
Action  shall  be  withdrawn.  But,  as  this  mar 
hai^n  when  Congress  is  not  in  sasaion.  aa^ 
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if  in  session,  much  time  mast  elapse  in  the  ordi- 
nary coarse  of  doing  baunos,  before  the  form  of 
gorernmeat  proper  to  be  introduced  at  the  Natchez 
may  be  agreed  on ;  considering,  also,  the  further 
lapse  of  lime  before  it  can  be  organized  and  put 
in  operation,  in  a  country  so  remote  from  tbe  seat 
of  the  General  Qorerament,  it  appears  highly  ex- 
pedient that  the  suhjeei  should  now  be  taken  up, 
and  tbe  necessary  arrangemeDts  made,  to  prevent 
the  inconvenieQces  and  mischiefs  which  may  re- 
sult from  leariog  a  population  of  fire  thousand 
persons,  for  any  lengm  of  time^  withoat  the  pow- 
ers of  gorernment. 

It  remains  for  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  letters  of  the  Spanish  Minister,  of  the  9th  of 
October  aod  21st  of  November. 

The  principal  object  of  the  former  appears  to 
be  to  iotrodnce  some  evidence  to  show  that  Mr. 
BUicott  and  Lieutenant  Pope  had  coitducted,  to- 
wards the  Spanish  Qovernment.  in  a  manner  ir- 
regular, provoking,  insulting,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, hostile.  He  adduces,  as  nroofe,  the  docu- 
ments enclosed  in  his  letter,  ana  namhered  from 
one  to  six. 

The  declaration  that  Oovernor  Gayoso  had 
positive  advice  that,  in  the  camp  of  Lieuten- 
ant Pope,  scaliog  ladders  and  arms  were  pre- 
paring, oaving  for  their  object  aa  assault  on  the 
Natchez  fort,  is  perfectly  new.  I  have  oever  re- 
ceived an  iutimatioD  of  it  from  any  other  quarter. 
Besides,  this  charge  rests  only  on  "positive  ad- 
vice," not  positive  proof,  aud  is,  doubtless,  with- 
out any  proof. 

Oovernor  Gayoso,  in  his  letter  of  tbe  13th  of 
June,  to  Lieuteunt  Po^  says,  he  is  informed 
that  some  of  the  inhabitants  intended  to  attack 
the  fort,  and,  at  his  instigaticm,  and  asks  whether 
he  had  stirred  up  the  people  to  t^e  the  fort?  or 
incited  them  to  other  hostile  acts  ?  To  each  of 
'which  qoeatioDs  Lieutenant  Pope  positively  an- 
swers, no.  To  similar  questions  put  to  Mr.  Elli- 
cott,  ne  also  peremptorilv  answers  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  documents  which  the  Minister  him- 
self has  furnished  contain  these  questions  and  an- 
swers, and  should  have  prevented  the  insinuations 
here  noticed. 

The  other  charge,  in  the  same  paragraph,  that 
Mr.  Ellicott  aud  Lieuteoant  Pope,  discouraged,  by 
the  firmness  aud  vigilance  of  Governor  Gayoso. 
from  attempting  to  take  the  forts  at  the  Natchez  and 
Nogales  ( Walnut  Hills)  by  force  or  surprise,  they 
arailed  themwlveaof  some  profligate  pe<^  to  ex- 
cite an  insurrection,  is  alike  void  of  foundation. 
The  rise,  progress  and  issue  of  the  insurrection 
is  satisfactorily  exhibited  in  Mr.  Bllicott's  letter  ol 
June  27th,  from  which  copious  extracts  have  been 
hereinbefore  given.  And,  with  respect  to  the  fort 
at  Waluut  Hills,  they  could  never  nave  entertain- 
ed the  remotest  idea  of  taking  it  in  one  way  or 
the  other,  its  situation  being  about  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  Natchez,  up  the  Mississippi,  and 
its  garrison  composed  of  a  force  probably  two  or 
three  times  superior  to  that  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Pope. 

Tbe  Minister  considers,  as  an  insult  to  the  Span- 
uh  Qovernment,  the  following  expression  of  Air. 


Ellicott,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th  of  June,  to  Oov- 
ernor Gayoso :  **  The  people  cannot  with  propri- 
etjr  be  censured  for  recurring  to  that  conduet 
which  will  aitimately  secure  tbeir  felicity."  "TUt 
(says  he]  is  clearly  an  indirect  attack  upon  Ae 
Spanish  Government,  as  unjust  as  imim>per,on 
the  part  of  an  agent  of  a  friendly  nation." 

It  may  be  pertinent  here  to  remark  that,  whn 
Mr.  Ellicott  was  commissioned  as  the  agent  of 
the  United  States,  nothing  less  was  expected  tfau 
that  he  would  be  obliged  to  enter  upon  a  tediou 
controversy  with  the  Spanish  offic^  on  subjecu 
really  foreign  to  the  business  of  his  missionr-tUt 
of  running  the  boundary  line  between  the  lenito- 
ries  of  tbe  two  nations.  If,  after  waiting  serotl 
months  to  begin  that  operation  ;  if,  after  being  » 
peatedly  promised  that  u  should  very  soon  be  tmr 
menced;  if.  after  rqwated  vidations  of  tkcM 
promises,  and  others  relative  to  the  evacnatioa  of 
the  forts,  and  procrastinations  resting  on  a  $a^ 
cession  of  pretences  frivolous,  unreasonable,  ud 
unfounded,  Mr.  Ellicott  should  have  felt  stnnei^ 
ritation,  and  been  provoked  to  some  iadiKreet 
acts,  it  would  not  be  surprising.  Whether,  how- 
ever, any  part  of  his  conduct  merits  the  character  of 
iodit-cretion,  may  be  determined  by  the  docmneDtt 
now  and  formerly  exhibited;  forhehasnotsoogkt 
concealment. 

But  if  the  inhabitants  tboughtwhatMr.EIUeoit 
expressed,  that  a  change  from  the  jurisdictioa  of 
Spain  to  that  of  the  United  States  would  oltt-  | 
mately  secure  their  felicity^'  it  may  be  accounid 
for  by  a  few  iacta,  which  will  justify  .both  oaeiBd 
the  other. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  inhabitants  ttf  the 
Natcbex  district  consist  chiefly  of  pawns  lAo 
were  formerly  British  subjects,  and  their  deccead* 
ants,  and  emigrants  from  the  United  States.  AH 

these,  bom  and  educated  tmder  forms  of  goreiB- 
ment  so  essentially  difiereat  from  that  of  an  abso- 
lute monarchy,  and,  especially  in  all  cnminil  and  i 
civil  causes,accuiitomed  toa  mode  of  trial  peculiu^  ' 
ly  dear  to  the  inhabitants  of  England  and  of  tke 
United  Sutes,and  which  tbe  Constitutions  of  the 
latter  have  so  formally  and  &crupulously  goarta- 
tied — the  trial  by  jury;  the  inhabitantsilubniig  : 
nearly  all  Protestants,  and,  in  the  United  Sttte^  I 
persons  of  all  persuasions  enjoying  the  most  po- 
fect  religious  as  well  as  civil  liberty,  they  cooU 
not  be  indifferent  to,  it  is  impossible  that  tb^ 
should  not  prefer,  a  jurisdiction  which  would  po^ 
fectly  secare  to  them  both  their  civil  and  t^hw 
riffbts.  I  need  not  remark  that,  under  the  opu- 
ish  Government,  trial  by  jury  is  unknown,  and,  tt 
the  Natchez,  the  Governor  was  the  legislator  ud 
tbe  judge,  and  regulateed  and  restrained  their  ciril 
and  religious  rights.  As  an  instance,  might  be 
cited  Governor  Gayoso's  proclamation  of  the  29di 
of  March,  1797,  numbered  15,  in  the  docnmcuu 
which  were  laid  before  Congress  on  tbe  12ih  of 
June  last.  By  that  act  he  suspends  the  ct^ectioa 
of  debts,  and  restrains,  to  private  meetings,  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  other  than  the  Catholic  religion- 
These  are  his  words :  "This  being  the  seasonal 
which  the  planters  are  emiJoyed  in  preparing  at 
an  ensuing  crop,  none  shall  be  disturbed  from  that 

Digitized  by  Google 


8189 


APPENDIX. 


3190 


Rdationt  vsiih  Spain. 


important  object  od  account  of  their  depeading 
debts."  "  Liberty  of  coDscience  is  hereby  explain- 
ed to  be,  that  no  individual  of  this  Government 
shall  be  molested  on  account  of  religious  princi- 
pal, and  they  shall  not  be  hindered  m  their  prt- 
vate  meeting* i  but  no  other  public  worship  will 
be  allowed  but  that  generally  estabUshed  in  all 
His  Majesty's  dcnninions,  which  is  the  Cacholic 
reUgion. 

The  Minister  also  complains  that  Mr.  BUieott 
and  Mr.  Pope  interfered  in  political  matters ;  be- 
cause they  engaged  themselves  to  co-operate  with 
the  committee  appointed  to  preserve  the  peace, 
and  to  obtain  the  due  execution  of  justice,  and 
approved  of  the  propositions  presented  to  Governor 
Gayoso.  But  a  recurrence  to  the  foregoiag  narra- 
tive, extracted  from  Mr.  Ellicott's  letter  of  the 
27th  of  June,  and  the  documents  he  refers  to,  will 
show  that  both  were  requested  to  interfere,  and 
that  they  were  called  on  by  the  Governor  to  be 
coBsidtM  on  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
insarreetion,  and  that  the  result  of  that  consulta- 
tion was  a  man  of  accommodatioa — a  proposal  of 
measores  which  (as  asserted  in  another  document 
not  before  Quoted*)  "  through  the  influence  of  Mr. 
EUicott  and  Captain  Pope,  were  adopted." 

A  few  words  on  the  Spanish  Minister's  letter 
of  the  21st  of  November,  will  conclude  this  report 

Referring  to  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  and 
to  my  answer  of  the  17th,  (which  are  among  the 
documents  laid  before  Congress,  on  the  17th  of 
May,)  he  says:  "His  Catholic  Majesty  has  not 
observed,  in  tbesaid  answer  from  you,any  reason 
to  induce  him  to  change  his  opinion  concerning 
the  injuries  resulting  to  bis  subjects,  from  the 
stipulations  of  the  English  Treaty,  compared  with 
those  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  as  well  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  articles  of  contraband,  as  on  the  prin- 
ciple Hdopted  in  ours,  'that  free  ships  shall  make 
&ee  goods.'  dbc- 

"Bat  wW  has  most  astonished  His  Majesty, 
aad  confirmeS  him  in  the  justice  of  his  preten- 
sions, is  what  yon  have  said,  in  your  answer,  with 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Misstssimii.'* 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  difficulties  hhoutd 
be  raised,  and  persevered  in,  on  questions  so  plain 
and  easy  to  decide.  Without  entering  again  into 
a  particular  discussion  of  this  subject,  a  single 
fact,  which,  on  the  17th  of  May,  I  supposed  prob- 
able, and  which  I  am  now  authorized  to  assert,  is 
sufficient  to  obviate  all  the  objections  and  argu- 
ments which  have  been  adduced  by  the  Spanish 
Minister.  Itistbis:  That  when  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  was  negotia- 
ted by  Mr.  Pinckney  with  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
the  latter  was  furnished  with  an  entire  copy  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britdtn; 
consequently  it  is,  to  the  last  degree,  preposterous 
fat  the  Spanish  Government  now  to  eomplain 
that  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  rejected  the 
prtneiple  that  **free  ships  made  free  goods,"  or 
that  it  extended  the  list  of  contraband.  With  a 


*  Letter  frmn  George  Coduan  to  the  PemiBnsint 
CMBiiBittae,  in  October. 


perfect  knowledge  of  the  articles'  of  the  British 
treaty,  on  these  points,  if  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment nad  any  objections  to  make,  that  was  the 
time ;  and  to  have  refused  to  enter  into  different 
stipulations  with  the  United  States ;  but  having, 
notwithstanding,  voluntarily  entered  into  them,  it 
cannot  now  ofwr  and  iiuist  on  such  objections, 
without  a  manifest  departure  from  the  principles 
of  candor  and  good  faith. 

The  same  oteervations  will  ap^y  to  the  ques- 
tion concerning  the  navigation  of^the  Mississif^ 

In  the  first  i^ace,  the  Spsnish  Goranment, 
when  its  treaty  of  peace  witn  Great  Brittun  was 
concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1783L 
by  which  West  Fl<»ida  was  ceded  to  Spain,  well 
knew  that,  by  the  provisional  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  concluded  at 
Paris  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  the  articles  of 
which  constituted  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
between  these  two  Powers — it  was  stipulated 
that  "  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from 
its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  frea 
and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  tba 
citizens  of  the  United  States.**  And  yet  even  this 
stipulation,  which  was  inviolably  binding  on  the 
United  States,  by  the  provisional  articles  before 
mentioned,  nine  months  before  West  Florida  was 
ceded  to  Spain,  is  now  strangely  objected  to  hf 
the  Spanish  Minister,  and  as  a  reproach  to  the 
United  States! 

In  the  next  place,  when  our  treaty  with  Spain 
was  cooclnded,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1796,  the 
Spanish  Government  possessed  the  like  perfect 
knowledge,  tbat  eleven  months  preceding,  viz: 
on  the  19tn  of  November,  1794,  in  the  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  the  above  stipu- 
lation of  1762  and  1783  was  recognised  in  these 
words:  "The  river  Mississippi  shall,  however, 
according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  be  entirely  open  to 
both  parties."  And.  on  this  occasion,  the  Sdanish 
Government  did  object;  it  wished  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  a  mutual  stipulation  with 
Spain  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  Great  Britain 
from  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi :  but  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  explicitly  refused 
to  do  it;  and,  in  writing,  assigned  the  reason: 
that  it  would  violate  the  good  faith  of  the  United 
Sutes  previously  pledged  to  Great  Britain :  and 
the  Spanish  Government  gave  up  this  objection, 
or  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  would  not 
have  concluded  the  treaty.  How  truly  astonish- 
ing it  is,  after  all  this,  that  the  United  States 
should  be  reproached  for  the  stipulation  with 
Great  Britain,  respecting  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  I  And  as  having  thereby  offended  and 
tneuUed  Spain  !  And  how  long  is  our  patience 
to  be  abused  by  such  unfonnded  charges  f 

^t  although  the  Chevalier  de  Ynqo,  in  his  ar- 
gument upon  this  point,  refers  alike  to  onr  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1783,  to  our  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  in  1794,  and 
to  the  explanatory  article  of  the  latter,  concluded 
on  the  4th  of  Buy,  1796;  yet,  in  the  end,  as  if 
conscious  that  his  observations,  as  applied  to  the 
two  former,  were  impertinent,  he  oonftnea  his 
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charge  to  the  latter,  and  nys  tbat  "His  Caihdic 
Majesty  has  just  motives  for  being  ofiended  with 
the  ejmlanatoTy  artide,  signed  on  the  4tb  of  May, 
1796.'^  But  neithn  does  this  nplaoator;^  article 
contain  any  new  stipulation.  It  recognises  the 
principle  tbat  a  subsequent  treaty  cannot  aonul 
any  stipulation  of  a  prior  treaty,  and  declares  thai 
the  sDojects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Indians, 
dwelling  on  either  nde  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  shall  remain  at  full  lib- 
erty freely  to  pass  and  repass,  by  land  or  inland 
navigation,  into  the  respective  territories  and 
eouDtriet  of  the  contracting  parties,  on  either  side 
of  the  said  boundary  line;  and  freely  to  carry  on 
trade  and  commerce  with  each  other,  according 
to  the  $tipulationt  of  the  mid  third  artide  the 
treaty  of  onufjf,  commerce,  and  naingatton:*' 
Thus  recurring  to,  and  resting  upon,  the  treaty  of 
NoTember  19, 1794;  whieh,asaDOTeobBerTed,tfae 
Cheralior  himself  finally  abandoned,  as  affording 
■o  cause  of  complaint,  and  without  which  the 
oplanatorr  article  itself  would  be  a  nullity. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

No.  1. 

The  Frodamation  of  Baron  de  Carondelet. 

New  Obleaks,  May  31, 1797. 
The  QoTernment  being  informed,  by  His  Ma- 

J'esty's  Ambassador  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ea,  that  an  expedition  assembled  on  the  Lakes 
was  intended  to  attack  the  Illinois,  has  judged 
Beeetsary,  for  the  surety  and  traiiquillity  of  Lower 
Louisiana,  to  suspend  the  eTacuatkm  of  the  posu 
of  Natchez  and  tlie  Walnut  Hills,  beinff  the  only 
posts  that  cover  it ;  the  possession  of  whien  will  put 
the  En^ish  in  a  situation  to  distorb  and  ravage  the 
country,  in  case  they  render  themselves  masters  of 
Upper  Looisiana  with  so  much  more  factlitv,  ai  by 
an  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  posteriorly  with 
Great  Britain  the  United  States  aclcnowledge  that 
the  English  may  fredy  navigate  and  frequent  the 
{Nwu  belonging  to  the  said  States,  situated  on  the 
rivers  in  general,  lakes,  &c.,  being  a  manifest  con- 
tradiction with  the  treaty  concluded  with  Spain, 
which  it  appears  to  annul ;  because,  by  this,  the 
United  States  a^cknowledge  that  no  other  nation 
can  navigate  upon  the  Mississipiri  witluwt  the 
consent  of  Spain. 

Notwithttandinj^  the  legitimacy  of  these  mo- 
tires,  the  suspension  has  been  repreaented  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stttes  with  all  the  neees- 
aary  veracity,  and  intimated  by  our  orders  to  the 
oommissarv  of  limits,  as  well  as  to  the  command- 
ant  of  the  detaebnaent  of  American  troops  now  at 
Natchez.  We  are  now  informed  that  a  deuch- 
ment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Siate^  cantoned 
en  the  Ohio,  are  on  their  way  by  Holsiein  to- 
wards Natchez,  while  the  militia  of  Cumberland 
•re  intimated  to  hidd  themselves  ready  to  march 
at  the  first  notice. 

These  hostile  dispositions  can  natorally  only 
concern  these  provinces,  because  the  United  States 
ace  in  peace  with  all  the  savages.   The  Bnterm 


menaces  of  the  commissary  of  limita  and  the  ccn- 
roandant  of  the  detachment  of  Americans  now  at 
Natchez — the  immediate  rupture  (if  the  Amni- 
can  gazettes  are  to  be  beliered)  ainady  efi^eted 
between  France,  our  intimate  ally,  and  the  United 
Statea— engage  us  to  be  on  our  guard  to  defend 
our  property  with  that  valor  and  energy  which 
the  inhabitants  of  these  mrovincea  have  manifeatad 
on  all  occasions,  with  toe  advantage  and  snperi- 
oriir  which  a  knowledge  of  our  local  aituatioa 
will  procure,  and  with  that  coofid«ce  which  rufat 
and  justice  inspires.  If  the  Coogress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  no  hostile  istention  against  thoe 
provinces,  they  will  either  leave  the  poet  of  Nat- 
chez, or  the  Walnut  HiUs,  the  only  bulwarks  of 
Lower  Louisiana  to  stop  the  course  of  the  British, 
or  if  that  they  give  an  secnrity  againat  the  article 
of  the  treaty  witli  Great  Britain  which  exposes 
Lower  Louisiana  to  be  pillaged  and  destroyed 
down  to  the  capital,  we  will  then  deliver  np  the 
said  posts,  and  lay  down  our  arms,  which  they 
have  forced  us  to  take  up  hy  arming  their  milida 
in  lime  of  peace,  and  sending  a  oonaideraUe  bo^ 
of  troops  by  round-about  ways  to  surprise  us. 


NO.S. 

Govwnor  Gayoao  de  Lemos  to  Andrew  EUicott,  Es^ ■ 
Natchez,  Jwm  13, 1797. 

Sin:  By  repeated  information,  and  by  every 
appearance,  it  seems  past  a  doubt  that  a  numbn 
of  the  inhabitants  of  inis  Qovemment,  subjects  <k 
His  Majesty,  are  at  jpresent  in  a  state  of  rebellioiL 
with  the  hostile  design  of  attacking  this  fort 

I  am  informed  tbat  yesterday  several  of  the  said 
insurgents  were  riding  through  the  country  sdi- 
citing  subscribers  to  a  list  that  already  contained 
the  names  of  several  persons  who  declared  them- 
selves citizens  of  ihe  United  States  of  America, 
though  they  are  actually  under  oath  of  all^tance 
to  His  Majesty,  and  under  whose  dominion  and 
protection  they  have  lived  and  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fits thereof,  and  the  bearers  of  this  list  declah 
themselves  commissioned  hy  yon  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

1  cannot  prevail  upon  myself  to  believe  tbat  yon 
have  either  authorized  or  encouraged  such  pro- 
ceedings, as  a  conduct  of  that  nature  would  una- 
voidably produce  the  most  disagreeable  and  &tal 
misunderstanding  between  our  nations,  and  the 
total  destruction  of  this  district. 

Therefore  I  re(;^uest  you  to  give  me  such  a  posi- 
tive answer  as  will  enable  me  to  inform  the  Com- 
mander General  of  this  nrovince  for  the  intelli- 
gence of  His  Majesty  of  toe  part  you  take  in  these 
tniDsactions.  And  should  you  take  such  an  active 

rart  as  it  is  represented  you  do.  from  this  moment 
protest,  in  the  name  of  the  said  Commander  Geo- 
eral.  against  such  conduct,  and  make  you  answer- 
able for  the  fatal  consequences  that  may  ensue. 
I  repeat  the  request  of  a  positive  answer  on  this 
subject.   I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  &c. 

M.  GAYOSO  D£  LEMOS. 
Hon.  Ahorew  Bllicott. 
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No.  3. 

Andrew  EUtcott,  Esfi  to  Governor  Gayoso  de  Lemos. 

Natcbbz,  June  13, 1797. 

Bfs :  In  order  to  answer  yoor  letter  of  this  dajr^ 
Am  (from  tht  siHrit  of  it)  denies  die  existence  of 
that  ^Dciple  -wiiieh  has  been  the  object  of  a  long 
nain  of  diseoiaion  between  as,  I  must  refer  to  yom 
letter  dated  the  13th  of  March  last.  In  that  letter 
yoo  admit  not  only  that  Daniel  Clarke's  will  be 
aboat  the  point  of  demarcation,  but  that  the  com- 
misnraer  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  would,  in  all 
imbability,  meet  me  at  that  place.  As  the  treaty 
Itself  was  a  6iet  notorious,  so  likewise  ou^t  to  be 
all  the  transactions  attending  it,  either  m  direct 
perf<»niance  or  open  violation. 

The  people,  therefore,  became  acquainted  with 
those  eircQmstance  that  were  the  result  either  of 
my  observations  or  the  acqaiescence  of  the  Span- 
ish Qorernroent.  Thev  were  matters  that  in* 
Tolved  their  felieitv,  ana  could  not  from  duty  or 
decency  be  withheld.  If  on  the  present  occasion 
the  pecHde  have  ^ught  proper  to  act  in  conform- 
ity to  the  intelligence  reeeived,  which  iotellieence 
had  the  combined  sanctions  of  the  agents  of  both 
GorerameDts  for  its  support,  is  my  agency  to  be 
ascribed,  or  my  cooduot  to  be  called  to  account, 
with  regard  to  the  effects?  A  little  inquiry  into 
the  human  heart  would  have  enabled  you,  sir,  to 
have  discovered  a  more  powerful  cause  than  any 
operation  of  mine  on  the  present  occasioo.  The 
people  cdHsidered  themselves  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates ;  they  had  a  right  to  consider  themselves 
so,  and  they  hare  lately  come  forward  individually 
to  express  uieir  wishes  and  intentions. 

After  this  short  detail  of  what  is  the  real  cause 
of  the  present  disturhance,  I  might  flatter  myself 
with  a  complete  acquittal  on  your  part,  did  not 
the  first  paragraph  of  yoor  last  letter  compel  me 
to  form  a  different  eonefaision.  On  what  princi- 
ple do  you  still  retain  the  idea  tiiat  the  citizens  of 
this  country  are  subjecta  of  His  Catholic  Majes- 
ty 7  Is  there  not  a  compact  deliberately  entered 
into  by  the  two  nations  to  the  contrary  of  your 
opinion  ?  Have  not  yon  acknowledged  me  to  be 
the  a^t  of  the  United  States  to  carry  that  com- 
pact mto  effect  1  And  have  you  not  repeatedly 
pledged  your  word  to  co-operate  with  tne  in  that 
desirable  object?  Here  I  might  with  propriety 
ask,  "  What  haman  assurances  could  have  gone 
farther  than  those  that  have  been  made  on  your 
part  7  Do  all  solemn  obligations  between  nations 
depend  upon  chance  or  caprice  ?  Or  is  there  such 
a  principle  naiversally  acknowledged  among  dif- 
fecent  nations  as  the  law  of  nature  and  nations?" 
If  your  Excellency  admits  that  there  is  such  a 
principle  as  national  law,  I  assert  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  conntry  cannot  he  eonsidered  as  afiy- 
wise  iinliieets  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy.  If  you 
deny  the  existence  of  the  principle,  I  have  only  to 
observe  that  the  people  cannot,  with  promety,  be 
eensared  for  recorriiig  to  that  conduct  which  will 
ultimately  secure  their  felicity. 

I  have  thus  far  proceeded  by  way  of  argament 
in  answer  to  yonr  communication,  from  the  whole 
of  whieh  yon  will  readily  infer  a  T«ry  natural 


coDclusioQ  that  the  delay  on  your  part  in  carrying 
the  late  treaty  into-effect,  added  to  the  invaciaUa 
nature  of  the  human  heart,  has  produced  the  evils 
of  which  you  comi^ain. 

But  since  you  demand  a  positive  repl^  to  the  gen- 
eral question,  whether  I  am  concerned  m  measures 
destructive  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  interest,  or  in 
an  attempt  to  attack  the  fort,  I  give  you  my  honor 
that  I  am  not.  You  have  assisted  me  in  confirm- 
ing the  sentiment  that  this  territory  belongs  to  the 
United  States;  and  I  do  now,  tberefbre,  on  the 
part  of  the  said  United  States,  as  their  agent,  most 
sole  nnlyand  pointedly  protest  against  the  limd- 
ing  of  any  troops,  or  the  reparation  of  any  fortifi- 
cations in  this  territOTV  above  the  Slst  degree  of 
north  latitude,  as  I  shall  consider  all  such  conduct 
as  a  violacion  of  the  treaty,  and  an  immediate  at* 
tack  upon  the  honor  and  dignitjr  of  my  country. 

1  shall  now  finally  observe  that,  from  your  v^ 
bal  message  by  jrour  adjutant,  Major  Minor,  I 
expected  uat  you  ExceUency  would  have  pro- 
posed some  scheme  of  aecomnwdatioo  that  would 
have  been  coftsisteat  with  the  juMice  and  senti- 
ment of  the  countries  we  hav«  the  honor  to 
serve. 

Should  you  have  any  proposals  to  make  for  aa 
accommodation,  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  every 
wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion  for  that  purpose. 
I  am.  &c. 

A.  ELLICOTT. 


No.  4. 

Statement  of  the  pciodplefl  on  which  I  find  mjMlf  dav 

posed,  according  to  my  dn^,  to  put  in  pnietioe  tot 

the  tranqoilli^  of  the  eountry* 

1st.  That  all  the  people  in  ffeneral,  now  collect- 
ed or  who  are  collecting  in  oodief^  shall  disperse 
and  return  to  dieir  fiirms,  and  conttnne  peaceably 
their  domestic  busiDess. 

2d.  That,  by  so  dmng,  it  is  warranted  to  them 
that  they  shall  not  be  prosecuted  for  the  present 
disturbance. 

3d.  That,  as  an  ez[danation,  to  banish  soma 
doubtful  ai^prehcnaicas  that  perhaps  have  given 
rise  to  the  presmt  distarbane^  I  assure  the  publia 
there  are  no  preparations  against  them;  that  the 
detachment  of  troops  coming  up  the  river  is  not 
intended  for  this  place,  and  are  to  proceed  to  theii 
destination ;  nor  nave  1  ordered  any  troops  fron 
Nogales  to  reinforce  me. 

4th.  That  no  Indians  have  been  called,  that  no 
roads  have  been  or  shall  be  stopoed. 

5th.  That  there  is  no  war  declared  between  His 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  intention  of  His  Majesty  to  con- 
tinue the  best  harmony  between  the  two  nations) 
in  eooseqnenee  theren  I  have  not  the  least  idea 
of  acting  in  a  hostile  manner  against  any  f«ee  or 
persons  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and 
whilst  this  goM  intelligence  subsists  between  the 
two  nations,  no  alteration  shall  be  made  on  thest 
principles ;  on  the  contrary,  I  shall  em^oy  my 
greatest  exertions  to  make  vrery  resident  of  this 
GoTernment  as  happy  as  poesible ;  further  I  de* 
dare  that  they  dull  not  be  imbodied  as  mUitin 
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bat  against  an  invastOD  of  tbu  coantnT;  aad,  if 
military  bodies  shall  be  wanted  out  oi  this  dis- 
trict, they  shall  ooly  be  formed  by  rolonteen. 

M.  OAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
Natcbez,  Jam  14, 1797. 


No.S. 

Dm  Msnud  Gi^oso  d«  LesuM,  Brigadier  in  tiie  Rorol 
Anniei,  Gtnenior  Militaiy  and  Political  of  Natchez 
and  ill  Dependoidei^  dec. 

Natcbez,  June  14, 1797. 

Whereas  the  confusion  in  which  the  country  is 
MX  present  involved  threatens  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  its  inhabitants ;  it  is  our  duty  to  employ 
erery  means  to  save  tbem  from  certain  ruin,  whicn 
will  be  ineTitable  if  they  do  not  listen  to  the  salu- 
tary advice  which'  the  Toiee  of  humanity  dictates 
to  our  constant  attention  to  the  welfare  of  every 
individual  of  thu Government:  lenity  in  its  great- 
eat  extent  accompanies  the  otwdience  that  is  re- 
quired, and  general  forgiveness  will  be  the  fruit 
m  a  candid  repentance,  and  the  exact  compliance 
with  the  followiog  conditions : 

From  the  day  after  the  publication  of  the  pe- 
sent  proclamation,  all  persons  collected  in  boclies, 
or  are  collecting  for  any  purpose  not  sanctioned 
bjr  ua.  will  immediately  disperse,  and  every  iadi- 
Tidnal  retire  to  the  place  of  bis  residence,  attend 
to  bis  farm,  or  other  occupation,  ia  a  peaceable 
mauoer,  and  consider  himself  ia  the  same  light  as 
before  the  present  disturbance,  never  to  assemble 
again  upon  the  same  principles  as  the  present,  nor 
consider  themselves  as  bound  to  do  it,  when  called 
upon  similar  purposes,  whilst  under  the  Oovero- 
ment  and  laws  of  His  Majesty. 
'  Any  persons  who  from  attachment  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  of  His  Majesty,  aad  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  impending  calamity,  should 
have  Assembled  in  bodies,  are  likewise  to  disperse. 

No  person  shall  ever  be  upbraided  oq  account 
of  his  differing  in  opinion  with  any  otber,  which, 
when  not  carried  to  excess,  is  allowed  to  every 
man,  when  it  is  not  injurious  to  the  Oovernment, 
and  consequently  to  the  community  in  general. 

By  so  complying  a  general  forgiveness  is  war- 
ranted to  every  person  who  has  tieen  concerned 
in  the  present  disturbance,  and  no  inquiry  shall 
be  made  for  their  names. 

It  has  been  represented  to  us  that  the  present 
oonunotion  has  partly  arisen  from  the  following 
apprehensions ; 

That  a  war  might  be  actually  declared  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

That  forces  were  accumulating  here  to  treat 
with  rigor  those  inhabitants  who  have  manifested 
a  partiality  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  that  the  Indiana  had  been  called  upon 
for  their  assistance. 

That  the  roads  and  water  communications  were 
Btopped ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  com- 
piled to  imbody  into  military  corps. 

To  banish  these  unfounded  apprehensioDs,  and 
finally  tranquillize  the  minds  of  the  people,  we  do 
hereby  assure  them  that  no  war  exists  between 


His  Majesty  and  the  United  States;  but  on  the 
contrarv  the  most  friendly  mtercoune  u  reeon- 
roeodea  to  both  nations.  No  forces  are  accamn- 
lating  here,  and  those  for  Nogales  are  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  opposing  an  actual  enemy.  No  In- 
dians have  been  called.  No  interruptions  hare 
or  shall  be  put  to  land  or  water  communicatioDs; 
and  under  the  present  situation  of  lhiscoaotr]r,no 
corps  of  militia  shall  be  formed ;  bat  if  any  should 
be  wanted,  out  of  the  district,  volunteers  ooljr 
shall  be  called  for,  except  in  case  of  an  tnvasioD, 
either  by  water  or  by  land  within  the  extent  of 
this  GJovernment;  in  which  case  natural  defraee 
and  general  safety  admits  of  no  exceptions. 

The  alcaldes  m  each  district,  or  persons  con- 
missioned  for  the  purpose  of  promulgating  this 
proclamation,  are  hereby  ordered  to  make  it  pab- 
tic  with  all  possible  expedition,  that  it  may  pro- 
duce the  desirable  good  effect. 

Given  under  my  naod  and  the  seal  of  ray  atou, 
and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Got- 
emment. 

M.  GAYOSO  DB  LEHOS. 
J.  VIDAL. 


No.  6. 

Don  Manuel  Oayoeo  De  Lono^  Brigadiec  GaosidiD 
the  Rt^at  Armiea,  Governor  MilUaiy  and  Politieilaf 
Natdies  and  its  Depmdencias  dec 

NATcnEz,  June  S2, 1797. 

Sib:  The  following  propositions  being ansni- 
mously  agreed  to  by  us  the  underwritten,  (beiiu 
a  committee  appointed  by  a  ver^  numerow  lu 
respectable  meetine  of  the  inhabitants  of  tll^sdi^ 
trict.)  and  A.  Elucott,  a  citizen  and  Comaii- 
sioner  of  the  United  States,  and  P.  S.  Pope,  com- 
manding the  United  States  troops  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, are  subinitted  to  your  excellency,  with  a  re- 
quest that  you  may  accede  to  and  transmit  a  copT 
of  the  same  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  olh 
tain  his  concurrence,  in  order  to  restore  irasquU- 
lity  to  this  district. 

1st.  The  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Natchez, 
who,  under  the  belief  and  persuasion  thatther 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  agreeablr  to 
the  late  treaty,  have  assembled  and  imboaied 
themselves,  are  not  to  be  prosecuted  or  iiyatcd 
fur  their  conduct  on  that  account,  but  to  sttal 
exonented  and  acquitted. 

Sd.  TheinhabitaDtsd'tbeGovenimeniafDTesaid 

above  the  3Ut  degree  of  north  latitude,  are  not 
to  be  imbodied  as  militia,  or  called  upon  to  aid  in 
any  military  operation,  exeept  in  case  of  an  Indian 
invasion,  or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  during  the 
present  state  of  uncertainty,  owing  to  the  Ut« 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty  not  being  fully  carried  into  effect. 

3d.  The  laws  of  Spain,  in  the  above  district 
shall  be  continued,  and,  on  all  occasions,  be  exe- 
cuted with  mildness  and  moderation,  nor  shall  any 
of  the  inhabitants  be  transported  as  prisoners,  oot 
of  this  Government,  on  any  pretext  whatever; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  operation  of  the  law 
dToreeaid,  is  hereby  admitted,  yet  the  infaabitsnts 
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ahall  be  considered  to  be  in  an  actual  state  of  neu- 
timlity  daring  the  continuance  of  their  uncertainty, 
as  mentioned  in  the  Mcond  propOBition. 

4th.  The  committee  aforesaid  do  engage  to  re- 
eommend  it  to  your  ccHHtitaeots^ana  to  the  ut- 
most of  OUT  power  endearor  to  pnietve  the  peace 
■nd  promote  the  doc  execution  of  jwtice. 

W«  are  yooi  moat  obedient  and  humble  ser- 

TUtS, 

A.  HUTCHINS, 
BERNARD  LINTOT. 
ISAAC  OAILLARD, 
CATO  WEST, 
WILLIAM  RATLIFF, 
GABRIEL  BENOIST. 
JOSEPH  BERNARD. 

Dmi  Manuel  Omyow  de  henutmj  Brigadm  Geneni  in  the 
Bojal  AimiM  of  Spain*  Oonmor  Btilitaiy  and  Politi- 
cil  of  NatchM  and  iti  DifendendM,  &c> 

GOTEKMHBKT  HODBE, 

Natchez,  JimeSZ,  1797. 

I  do  hereby  accede  to  the  foregoing  propositions 
established  and  agreed  upon  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
establishing the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this 
country ;  and  that  it  may  be  constant  and  noto- 
riona,  I  sign  tba  present,  under  the  seal  of 
arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
QoTOnment. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEM08. 
By  his  Excellency's  comtoand. 

JH.  VIDAL. 

No.  7. 

JONE  22, 1797. 
We,  the  under  written,  do  engage  to  cooperate 
with  the  committee  appointed  bv  a  numerous  and 
respectable  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Natchez,  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  ob- 
tain the  due  execution  of  justice,  and  do  hereby 
approve  of  the  '^Hopositions  presented  Gorernor 
Gavoso  by  the  saia  committee,  and  acceded  to 
by  bim. 

A.  ELLICOTT, 
Citizm  and  Commissioner  of  the  U.  S. 

P.  S.  POPE, 
Ommandiing  U.  S.  troops  on  the  Miss. 

No.  8. 

Don  Hannd  Oayoso  ds  Lemos,  Brigadier  General  in 
tfko  Bcjal  Annies,  Gorernor  Milttaiy  and  Political  of 
NaldMi  sndits  Depsndencies,  dee. 

Natchez,  June  22, 1797. 
Whereas  the  threatening  calamities  to  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  district  have  been  lately 
exposed,  did  awske  the  zeal  of  every  individual, 
ana  rouse  them  to  seek  the  most  efficacious  means 
of  re-estaUishing  good  order  and  that  tranquillity 
which,  for  many  days,  was  lost;  the  good  sense 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabiunts  dicuted  to  them 
the  necessity  of  a  convention,  in  which  they  chose 
persons  of  the  most  notorious  probity  and  intelli- 
gence as  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  us  to- 


wards the  re-establishment  of  the  public  peace 
and  tranquillitjr ',  and  the  members  of  the  said 
committee  having  met  at  Natchez,  after  due  de- 
liberations and  coDsoltations,  stated  and  presented 
us  the  foUowlog  propositions,  in  the  terms  and 
form  here  expressed,  to  wit.  [Then  ft^ow  ^e 
propositions  No.  6.] 

Being  always  desirous  of  promoting  the  public 
good,  we  do  join  in  the  same  sentiment  with  the 
committee,  by  acceding  to  their  propositions  in  the 
manna*  followiog.   [See  the  propositions  No.  6.1 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

JOSEPH  VIDAL,  SecrtAary. 


No.  9. 
CoHHiTTBB  Room, 
September  U,  17»7. 
Sib  :  The  many  proofs  that  the  committee  has 
of  your  desire  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  eDcourage  it  to  request  of  you  the  service 
mentioned  io  our  first  resolve  of  yesterday,  of 
which  it  encloses  you  a  copy.   I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  &c., 

JOSEPH  BERNARD, 

Ounrman. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Ellicott,  Esq. 

1.  Resdved,  That  the  5th  resolve  of  the  29th 
ultimo  be  rescinded,  and  that  Mr.  Ellicott,  whose 
inclioatioD  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of  this 
country  we  have  a  convincing  proof  of,  in  his 
former  communications  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, published  since,  and  now  in  our  hands,  and 
who,  from  his  residence  for  several  nmuths 
amongst  us,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  eircnm- 
stances  of  this  country,  be  requested  to  represent 
our  present  situation  to  bis  excdiency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  likewise  all  the 
measures  which  he  shall  deem  to  be  conducive  to 
the  future  welfare  of  this  country,  in  the  event  of 
the  late  treaty  between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  being  carried  fully  into  effbst. 

O.  BENOIST,  Secretary. 

No.  10. 

Don  Stephen  Minor,  Captain  in  the  Ro;aI  Armies,  Aid, 
Major,  and  Governor  pro  tern,  of  the  Malchei  and  its 
Dependencies,  dec 

I  do  certify  that  Colonel  Peter  Bryan  Bruin, 
Daniel  Clark,  Joseph  Bernard,  Frederick  Kim- 
ball, Gabriel  Benoist  Isaac  Gaillard,  Philander 
Smith,  Rocer  Dixon,  and  William  Ratliff,  Es- 
quires, meimters  of  the  pnmanent  committee,  duly 
elected  by  the  people  at  la^,  under  the  sanction 
of  Government,  are  the  true  and  sole  representa- 
tives of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Government,  and 
that  faith  is  due  to  their  proceedings  as  such,  as 
also  to  the  representations  they  may  make  in  be- 
half of  the  public  in  all  cases. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  seal  at  Government  House, 
Natchez,  this  sixteenth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  ana  ninety-seven. 

STEPHEN  MINOR. 
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No.  11. 

Stephen  Minor,  Eeq.,  C^iUin  in  the  Royal  Anmes,  and 
Governor  of  tbe  Nitdwz  for  the  time  being. 

Adoqst  16,  179T. 

It  b^Dg  the  undeniable  and  inalienable  right  of 
freemen,  to  assemble  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable 
manner  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  and  delibe- 
ntiog  on  their  mutual  interest,  no  oppotitioa  shall 
be  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 

to  any  assemUy,  whether  partial  or  general,  of 
the  iDhabiiaots  residing  in  this  district,  if  con- 
ducted npon  the  principes  of  good  order  and  de- 
corum. 

I  do,  therefore,  hereby  grant  permission  for  the 
assemblies  or  meetings  required  in  this  address,*  to 
take  place  on  the  day  appointed  and  in  manner 
recommended.  STEPHEN  MINOR. 

[No.  12  is  a  letter  from  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
to  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State; 
dated  July  11, 1797,  which  the  reader  will  find  at 
page  3154,  ante."] 

No.  13. 

Mr.  Pickerinc,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Chevalier  de 
Tnijo,  EnvOT  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Hts  Catholic  Vb^tty  to  the  United  States 
ofAmesica. 

Dbpartmbmt  of  State, 
PMladelphia,  Augutt  8, 1797. 

8iH :  I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  lltfa  of 
the  laat  month^  to  which  mv  other  engagements 
hare  till  this  time  prerented  an  answer. 

My  additional  report  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  tbe  3d  of  July,  in  relation  to 
Spanish  aflbirs,  has  offended  you.  and  is  mentioned 
as  the  cause  of  your  writing  to  me  on  the  11th.  If, 
sir,  I  were  now  to  make  the  just  remarks  and  re- 
criminations which  your  letter  obviously  sugeests, 
I  am  afraid  you  would  be  still  more  onended.  1 
am  not  sure,  indeed,  that  I  can  possibly  frame  an 
answer  that  will  escape  your  displeasure ;  but  I 
shall  endeavor  that  it  be  expressed  not  in  a  style 
indecorous,  unusual,aQd  unbecoming  a  diplomatic 
eorrespoadeoce,  while  it  contains  a  fiiir  exposi- 
tion of  facts  and  ai^uments,  in  opposition  to  errors 
and  actual  misrepresentations. 

In  respect  to  your  suspicions  of  an  expedition 
iveparing  on  oie  lakes  fajr  the  British,  for  an 
attack  upon  Upper  Louisiana,  I  have  said  that 
you  never  mentioned  a  single  fact  or  reason  on 
which  your  suspicions  were  founded.  lo  contra- 
diction to  this  assertion,  you  say  that "  in  our  con- 
fereoce  on  the  27th  of  February,  you  gave  me  in- 
formation that  a  corps  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
men  had  been  raised  at  Montreal,  and  marched 
towards  the  lakes,  where,  after  the  evacuation  of 
the  American  posts,  there  was  no  ostensible  ob- 
ject for  them "  that  you  knew  that  the  British 
agents  had  treated  with  some  of  the  Indian  nations 
in  that  country  concerning  the  intended  expedi- 
tion ;  and  that  you  added  that  you  had  received 
those  advices  from  a  person  who  might  be  de- 


pended on,  who  had  seen  these  new  levies  pan- 
mg  through  Johnstown,  on  thdr  way  to  the  west* 
ward."  To  this,  sir,  I  answer,  that  Ihavenottlie 
slightest  recollection  that  you  mrationed  either  of 
these  circum^Dces ;  that  the  Secretary  of  Wu 
happened  to  come  into  my  office  while  we  were 
conversing,  at  which  you  expressed  your  tatisfae- 
tion,  and  repeated  your  suspicions :  and  he  sayi 
you  then  mentioned  no  fact  or  reason  as  toe 
ground  thereof;  and  that,  when  I  mentioned  the 
subject  to  the  President,  (certainly  within  tenor 
twelve  days  after  this  conference,)  I  perfectly  re- 
member making  to  him  this  remark:  That  in 
your  letter  of  March  2,  you  said  you  had  three 
days  before  declared  to  me  the  just  reasons  yoD 
had  for  suspecting  that  the  English  were  prepar- 
ing the  ex^wdition  in  question ;  whereas,  yon  had 
o&red  me  no  reason  at  all.  Hence.  I  am  oUiged 
to  conclude  that  you  might  have  had  such  a  eoih 
versation  with  some  other  person,  and  by  mistake 
hare  applied  it  to  me.  The  English  raising  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  inarching  them  taroagh 
Johnstown,  and  tampering  with  the  Indiaosto  {ffo- 
mote  the  expedition,  were  circumstances  which 
appeared  perfectly  new  to  me  when  I  received 
your  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  I  remember,  also, 
that  the  conference  ended  by  your  saying  yoa 
would  write  to  me  on  the  subject ;  which  evidendy 
implied  that  your  written  representation  was  to 
be  the  basis  of  any  act  of  mine  or  of  tbe  Gorera- 
ment.  In  that  letter,  sir,  if  you  possessed  any 
grounds  for  your  suspicions,  you  ou^ht  to  hare 
stated  them ;  for,  contrary  to  tae  oiunion  you  have 
now  expressed,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  was  not 
hound  to  take  notice  of  the  vague  and  unsupport- 
ed suspicions,  of  any  Minister;  at  least,  not  to 
incur  expense  by  its  military  arrangements,  to 
prevent  an  imagmary  expedition,  such  as  was  the 
object  of  yours.  When  you  made  a  formal  state- 
ment of  your  suspicions,  but  without  any  fact  to 
show  that  they  were  founded ;  when  the  Goreni- 
ment  of  the  United  States  possessed  no  other 
formation,  nor  the  knowledge  of  any  circumstan- 
cesindicativeoftheezpedition ;  and  wheninitsdf, 
it  appeared  destitute  of  even  the  shadow  of  {ffoba-  i 
bitity ;  it  was  an  act  of  complaisance  to  assare  i 
you  that  it"  would  be  anxious  to  maintain  the  | 
rightsof  their  neutral  situation,and  on  all  occasions  i 
adopt  and  pursue  those  measures  which  should  | 
appear  proper  and  expedient  for  that  end."  What  i 
these  measures  should  be,  and  when  to  be  taken,  ' 
the  Qorernment  itself  would  jud^e. 

It  was  an  act  of  greater  comdaisanee,  when,«i 
the  21st  of  April,  you  renewed  the  declaration  of 
your  suspicions,  but  still  Irithout  assigniogany  rea- 
sons, for  the  Goverument  to  resolve  on,  and  to  com- 
municate to  you,  what  you  are  pleased  to  allowto 
bea  "  determinate  disposition  on  this  point." 

In  the  next  senten(ie,a8inmany  others,  yoa  mis- 
represent my  expressions,  and  misunderstand  my 
meaning.  I  do  not  say  that"  from  your  not  hav- 
ing given  me  detailed  information  respecting  the 
expedition,  and  from  tbe  answer  which  I  received 
from  the  British  Minister  on  the  19th  d*  Jnne,  I 
believed  the  expedition  to  he  grooiidicas:"  but,  ana 
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remarkiDg  that  you  oevermentioaed  a  single  fact 
or  reason  to  support  yoar  sospkions,  I  say,"  From 
all  the  extstiog  circDnutances,  I  ever  believed  the 
Bospieioa  to  be  groaodless."  If  proofs  had  existed, 
yon  would  have  pr<»duced  them ;  for  although  ia- 
trigues  and  coospiracies  for  the  purpose  of  a  mili- 
tary expedition  may  loug  concealed,  yet  the 
ineparations  for  an  expedition  (and  sach,  you  sug- 
gested, were  making)  must  be  visible  to  many, 
especially  "on  the  lakes,"  where  every  movement 
for  sacha  design  would  be  unusual,  and,  therefore, 
attract  the  more  attention  ;  and  satis&ctory  proofs 
of  such  preparations  would  have  been  attainable : 
bat  you  produced  none. 

Another  material  circumstance  I  must  notice. 
That  the  troops  of  the  United  States  were  sta- 
tioned at  Niagara,  on  the  Miami,  at  Detroit,  and 
Micbiltmackioack;  and  consequently,  in  situa- 
tions well  ealcalated  to  protect  our  territory,  as 
to  discover,  or  get  information  of,  any  warlike 
preparations  so  considerable  as  such  an  expedition 
woald  require;  and  the  oflicers  commanding  on 
these  stations  could  not  have  failed  to  communi- 
cate such  discoveries  or  inibrmation  to  the  De- 
partment of  War :  yet  no  such  communications 
were  made. 

Bnt  it  was  also  well  known  that  they  had  not 
oa  the  lakes  a  force  sdeqaate  to  the  enterprise  in 
question.  I  considered  also  the  great  difficulties 
that  would  attend  the  transportation  of  troops, 
equipage,  provisions,  cannon,  and  stores,  by  either 
of  the  routes  suggested ;  if  either  could  nave  been 
taken  without  violating  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

These  were  circumstances  abundantly  sufficient 
to  discredit  naked  suspicions ;  andthedecUration 
of  Mr.  Liston,  in  his  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  was 
mentioned  only  as  confirm iiw  the  justness  of  the 
opinion  which  I  had  at  first  formed  in  March,  and 
which  I  continued  to  entertain,  of  your  suspicions. 
I  might  add  that,  at  that  early  period,  Mr.  Liston 
assured  me  that  be  bad  do  knowledge  of  such  an 
expedition ;  and  his  inquiries  of  the  doveruor  Gen- 
eral of  Canada,  of  the  British  Secretary  of  State, 
have  enabled  himpomively  to  assert,  in  the  above 
note,  that  no  such  expedition  was  ever  intended. 
And  this  fact  repels  your  suggestions  that  I  had 
been  ^  remiss"  in  not  doing,  for  two  months,  what 
on  my  own  principles,  was  ^a-oper  to  have  been 
done.  But  you  thtnk  I  ought  not  to  have  cora- 
mnnieated  your  suspicions  of  this  expedition  to 
the  British  Minister,  although  "  his  motions  were 
to  be  watched."  You  think,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  President  should  "  have  given  suitable  orders 
to  General  Wilkinson,  or  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer the  military  force  on  those  frontiere,"  bat 
have  kept  a  perfect  mlence  towards  the  British — 
have  let  them  complete  their  preparations,  (if  any 
had  been  making)  and  collect  their  army  on  the 
lakes — have  let  them  move  forward,  until  they 
should  enter  upon  the  United  States ;  and,  seeing 
the  President  could  notknow  beforehand  whether 
they  would  prosecute  their  march  by  "  Fox  River 
andOuisconsio,  or  the  Illinois,"  we  may  sufrpose 
yoar  ideas  of  the  suitable  orders"  to  the  military 
to  be,  that,  at  a  great  expense,  the  tro^  the 
5th  Com.— 102 


United  States  should  he  drawn  into  that  country 
and  divided  into  corps,  to  he  posted  on  those  riv- 
ers, to  have  fought  the  British  army,  and  thos 
have  defeated  the  enterprise.  Sir,  this  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which,  after  having  desured  the 
American  Qovernmeot  to  do  some  act  interesting 
to  your  own,  you  have  then  presomed  to  dictate 
how  it  should  be  done. 

"But  (you  say)  you  never  could  have  imagined 
that  1  would  have  given  to  the  British  Minister  a 

Eiece  of  advice  which  might  enable  him  to  alter 
is  plan,  by  letting  him  know  that  the  former  one 
was  discovered."  And  what,  sir,  was  the  plan  of 
the  British,  to  defeat  which  you  desired  the  Amer- 
ican Gtovernment  to  interfere?  Why,  according 
to  your  suspicions,  it  was  lo  march  an  army  through 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  against  Upper 
Louisiana.  If,  then,  the  communication  of  youi 
suspicions  to  Mr.  Liston  would  induce  him  to- 
"  altar  his  plan,"  it  would,  by  a  word  or  a  leher, 
instead  of  an  army,  defeat  the  expedition :  for  it 
was  not  possible  it  should  go  forward  except 
through  the  Territory  of  the  United  States;  and, 
consequently,  thecommaatcation,  instead  of  disap- 
pointing, would  have  perfectly  accomplished  what 
you  requested. 

In  your  5th  paragraph,  you  are  pleased  to  men- 
tion what  you  consider  as  another  omission  of 
duty,  that,  although,  on  the  2d  of  March,  you 
wrote  your  suspicions,  and,  three  days  before,  yoo 
mentioned  them  verbally,  yet,  on  the  9th.  I  bad  not 
laid  the  matter  before  the  President.  I  will  take 
the  trouble  to  show  with  how  little  reason  yon 
have  made  this  remark.  The  2d  of  March  was  the 
day  next  preceding  the  dissolution  of  Congress; 
and,  at  the  close  of  a  session,  the  President  is  over- 
whelmed with  business  that  cannot  be  postponed. 
On  the  3d,  ihe  then  President's  term  of  office  ex- 
pired- On  the  4th,  the  inauguration  of  the  suc- 
ceeding President  was  celebrated.  The  5th  of 
March  was  Sunday.  The  five  following  dap 
were  nut  unoccupied ;  and,  on  the  11th  of  March, 
the  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  was  given. 
And,  although  you  attach  much  importance  to 
your  suspicions,  the  details  I  have  given  prove 
that  they  were  then  destitute  of  probability  ,  that 
they  were,  in  fact.' unfounded,  and  consequently  of 
no  importance;  tnatas  such  I  then  justly  consid- 
ered them ;  and,  therefore,  needed  no  very  pow- 
erful" motives  to  remain  silent  five  days. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  my  reasoning  is  so  often 
not  understood.  When  reciting  my  inquiry,  whe- 
ther the  posts  occupied  by  the  troops  of  Spain  with- 
in the  territory  of  the  United  States  had  been 
evacuated,  and  your  answer  that,  not  having  for 
some  months  beard  from  the  Baron  de  Garon- 
delet,  you  "were  deprived  of  any  informatitm 
touchtnz  the  steps  taken  for  the  execntlon  of  the 
treaty:''^  I  put  these  last  words  between  inverted 
commas,  not,  as  yon  say, "  in  order  to  draw  atten- 
tion," but  because  ibey  were  an  exact  quotation 
from  the  translation  of  your  letter.  And  when  I 
added,  in  niy  report,  nevertheless  he  (the  Minis- 
ter of  His  Catholic  Majesty)  had  previously  in- 
formed the  Baron  de  Carondelet  of  his  suspicions 
of  a  projected  expedition  from  Canada^  It  was 
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not  to  prove  either  that  the  Baron  had  received 
your  letters,  or  that  you  had  received  his;  but,  as 
that  very  information  was  assigned  by  the  Baron 
HB  a  reason  for  still  retaining  and  reinforcing  tbe 
post,  the  obvious  conclusion  was,  that  you  wrote 
and  transmitted  to  him  tbe  information  with  that 
view;  and  hence,  that,  instead  of  disclaiming  all 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  candor  should  have 
induced  you  to  answer  me,  that,  although  you  had 
not  receired  any  late  letters  from  the  Baron,  and 
therefore  you  could  not  say  what  st^  had  actual- 
,  ly  been  taKcn  for  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  yet 
that,  on  account  of  the  suspected  expedition  from 
the  lakes,  of  which  you  have  informed  the  Baron, 
you  presumed  (or  you  advised  and  probably  you 
did  advise)  that  he  would  still  hold  possession  of 
them, to  cover  Louisiana."  This logic,"  sir,  I 
hope,  is  intelligible,  and,  at  any  rate,  not  "  ex- 
tremely false." 

I  cannot  omit  noticing  your  observations  on  tbe 
5th  paragraph  of  my  report.  If,  as  you  were 
obligmg  enough  to  promise,  you  had  favored  me 
with  copies  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelei's  two  let- 
ters, (of  which  you  undertook  to  |^ve  me  an  oral 
but  literal  translation,)  instead  of  their  "^substance^" 
I  might  have  been  more  correct  in  reciting  his 
usertiom  that  Mr.  Eliicott  had  not  given  him 
notice  of  bis  arrival  at  the  Natchez,  as  tbe  Com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  for  running  the 
bonndary  line.  Whether  this  was  a  "complaint," 
or  an  "ocoervation,"as  you  choose  to  call  it,  every 
reader  of  youi  letter  will  see  to  be  of  no  conse- 
quence. Bui  whether  the  assertion  was  founded 
or  unfounded,  was  material ;  seeing,  in  the  same 
letter,  Mr.  Eliicott  is  charged  with  naving  ''car- 
ried his  zeal  so  far  as  to  attempt  lo  get  [>ossession 
of  the  fort  of  the  Natchez  by  surprise ;"  and  an 
assertion  follows  that  "  GiovemtH-  Gayoso  says  he 
has  in  his  power  documents  which  prove  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  this  attempL"  This  accu- 
sation against  Mr.  Eliicott  I  considered  as  inju- 
rious, not  to  him  only,  but  to  the  Government ; 
for  which,  ID  tbe  character  of  Commissioner,  he 
was  appointed  to  act.  If  other  circumstances  in- 
duced me  to  doubt  its  eorrectuess,  the  other  com- 

{itaint  or  "observation,"  which  I  knew  to  be  un- 
bunded,  could  not  but  increase  my  doubts.  It 
was  important,  therefore,  and  my  duty,  to  present 
them  together  to  tbe  President's  notice.  I  have 
not  "entirely  mistaken"  this  matter.  In  my  re- 
port to  tbe  President,  I  did  not  undertake  to  recite 
what  you  "  mentioned,"  but  what  you  translated 
from  the  Baron  de  Garondelet's  letters ;  you  re- 
peated the  charge  in  question ;  and  it  was  not  till 
then  that  I  handed  you  the  copies  of  the  Baron's 
and  Mr.  Ellicott's  correspondence,  showing  the 
repugnance  of  fact  to  assertion,  and  it  was  then 
that  you  blushed,  as  I  had  before  been  astonished. 
And  your  remark,  afterwards,  was  what  I  have 
stated  in  my  report,  "  that  you  supposed  the  Baron 
did  not  eonaider  Mr.  Eliieott's  letter  as  official." 
Ton  then  made  no  distinction  between  a  "  com- 
pUint"  and  an  observation,"  nor  used  the  phrase 
.in  the  rigor,"  nor  any  other  qualifying  words, 
except  those  which  are  stated  in  my  report. 
Boides,  tbe  Baron  had  no  right  to  expect  any 


other  evidence  of  Mr.  Ellicoti's  appointment  iIud 
bis  letter,  until  they  should  meet  for  the  piir]Mse 
of  commencing  Ihe  business  of  their  appoint- 
ments, when,  of  course,  they  would  mutually  ei- 
hibii  tbeir  commissions.  And^  from  the  BaroD's 
answer,  of  the  1st  of  March,  it  is  plain  that  he 
expected  no  other  notice:  for  he  therein  recog- 
nises Mr.  Eliicott  as  the  Commissioner  of  tM 
United  States. 

In  the  last  sentence  of  your  paragraph  <»  thii 
subject,  you  say  "  that  when,  afW  a  mixed  aad 
desultory  conversation  upon  various  subjects,  yoa 
had  collected  and  methodized  your  ideas,  and 
committed  them  to  writing,  my  answer  and  ob- 
servations ought  to  have  oeen  confined  to  ibe 
written  communication."  This  observatioa,  sit, 
is  inaccurate.  It  may,  however,  be  applied  to  t 
former  part  of  your  letter. 

You  say  that,  in  our  conference  on  the  27th  of 
February,  you  mentioned  to  me  the  raising  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  Montreal;  that 
your  informer  saw  them  pass  through  Johnstown,  • 
and  that  you  knew  the  British  agents  had  treated 
with  some  of  the  Indian  nations  conceroiDg  tn 
expedition  preparing  on  the  Lakes.  But,  in  yosr 
letter  of  the  2d  of  March,  in  which  you  wefe  ''n 
collect  and  methodize  yoiir  ideas"  on  the  sabjeet 
of  your  suspicions,  you  do  not  introdnee  ooe  of 
those  suspicions ;  of  course,  on  yonr  own  pdnei- 
pies,  I  oug^hi,  if  they  ever  had  been  mentioned,  to 
have  considered  them  as  nullities. 

In  the  eighth  paragraph  of  your  letter,  you  ob- 
serve, that  my  proof  obtained  from  Mr.  Eliieott's 
messengers,  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  Natchez  fort  by  surprise,  is  merely 
negative.  I  offered  it  only  as  such.  But  the  nega- 
tive testimony  of  two  meo  of  good  characten 
against  a  fact  which  they  were  likely  to  be  ac- 
quainted with,  if  it  existed,  and  whose  existence 
other  circumstances  rendered  improbable,  and  the 
assertion  of  which  is  mingled  with  assertion^  by 
the  same  person,  of  other  facts,  of  which  some,  oi 
even  one,  is  known  to  be  unfounded,  menu  con-  i 
sideration.   There  is,  however,  further  evidence 
appliciibie  to  this  case.  In  the  letter  dated  at  the 
Natchez,  the  5th  of  May,  from  Lieutenant  Pope  i 
to  Governor  (3ayo«o,  you  will  see  that  the  Gov-  , 
emor  had  made  the  uke  accusation  against  tbe  I 
Lieutenant.    ''A  gentleman  had  informed  him  | 
(the  Groveroor)  that  the  Lieufenant  intended  lo  i 
attack  the  garrison  at  that  place."  Lieutenani 
Pope,  justly  hurt  by  the  groundless  assertion,  de- 
sires that  the  informer  may  be  named,  and  required 
to  acquit  himself  of  his  assertion,  or  be  punished 
as  a  false  accuser.   The  Governor  answers  the  | 
next  day.  speaks  of  tbe  information  as  commooi- 
cated  to  Lieutenant  Pope  in  familiar  conversation ; 
and  adds,  that  tbe  informer  was  to  be  despised. 
Yet,  from  the  pointed  manner  in  which  Lieutoi- 
ant  Pope  made  tbe  demand,  it  is  evident  t^t  ike 
information  was  presented  to  him  as  a  seribus  ae- 
ensation.  After  this  detail,  will  it  not  be  eoa- 
jectured  that  the  Govemor'a  "documotts"  respect- 
mg  Mr.  EHic6tt*8  "  attempt,"  are  of  a  piece  with 
his  "  familiar  conversation"  with  Lieutenant  Pope 
concerning  hia  "intended  attack f" 
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Id  the  ointh  paragraph  of -your  letter  you  say 
that,  "after  having  discussed  the  history  of  these 
trsDsactions  with  all  theforceand  accuracy  which 
result  from  these  observations,  I  assure,  with  a 
very  ill-zrounded  confidence,  that,  upon  a  view  of 
the  whole,  it  appears  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
m  00  the  Mississippi  have,  on  various  pretences, 
postponed  the  running  of  tae  boandaiy  Uae,  and 
the  evaeiutioo  of  the  posts."  I  most  here  also 
complain  of  misrepresentation.  I  did  not,  in  my 
iqwrt,  draw  my  conclusions  from  the  history  of 
thebe  transactions,  that  is,  of  the  transactions 
which  you  have  previouslv  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  and  which  I  have  already  noticed  in  this 
usver,  hut  "  upon  a  view  of  the  whole  corres- 
pondence then  and  before  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
desL"  This  correspondence  I  will  now  examine, 
to  see  whether  the  causes  assigned  by  the  Spanish 
Governors  for  postponing  the  running  of  the 
boundary  tine  and  evacuating  the  posts,  merit  the 
naioe  of  Teaaont,  or  of  pretetuxs. 

Governor  Gayoso,  bemg  informed  of  Mr.  Elli- 
GOU's  descending  the  Mississippi,  wrote  to  him  on 
the  17th  of  February,  desiring  dim  to  leave  his 
escort  at  Bayou  Pierre,  sixty  miles  above  the  Nat- 
chez. Vet  the  treaty  prescribed  a  military  escort 
oa  each  side  to  attend  the  Commissioners  in  run- 
mg  the  boundary  line;  and  the  Natchez,  as  the 
place  (tf  their  first  meeting.  The  chief  reason 
offered  for  this  request  was,  that,  if  the  troops  of 
the  two  nations  were  brought  tc^ther,  *'  nusun- 
derstandings"  might  arise  between  them.  Yet 
the  treaty  requir^  their  coming  together  to  at- 
tend the  Commissioners  when  they  were  jointly 
ruDning  the  boundary  line.  And  the  only  reason 
the  Governor  assigned  for  not  evacuating  the 
posts  was,  "  the  want  of  vessels,"  but  which  he 
expected  would  soon  arrive. 

On  the  25ih  of  February,  Governor  Oayoso  and 
BIr.  Ellicott  fixed  on  the  19th  of  March,  to  pro- 
ceed down  the  river  to  Clarkesville,  near  which  it 
wassuppoTCd  the  boundary  line  would  commence. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Gayoso  in- 
formed Mr.  EUieott  that  the  Baron  deCarondelet 
eootd  not  attend  the  mooing  of  the  line,  in  per- 
lon,  aad  that  the  whole  business  had  devolved  on 
hitn,  the  Governor ;  but  he  feared  he  should  not 
be  ready  by  the  19th.  And  then  he  endeavored 
to  draw  Mr.  Ellicott  from  his  proper  station  at 
the  Natchez,  by  proposing  a  visit  to  the  Baron  at 
New  Orleans. 

March  12th^  the  Governor  again  endeavored  to 
draw  Mr.  Ellicott  from  the  Natchez,  and  recom- 
mended Loftus's  ClifpL  near  Claiksvitle,  as  the 
poiat  of  reuniting;  and  by  way  of  inducement, 
said  the  geometer,  and  otner  officers,  to  be  em- 
^ed  on^he  boundary  line,  would  stop  at  CUrke»- 

Oo  the  15th  of  March,  the  principal  inrt  of  the 
artillery  was  taken  out  of  the  fort,  ana  every  ap- 
pearance made  of  a  speedy  evacuation ;  but  on 
the  22(1  they  were  carried  back  to  the  fort,  and 
iQunediately  remounted.  A  similar  movement 
tO(dt  place  at  the  tatter  end  of  April,  after  the, 
arrival  of  Lieutenant  Pone  and  his  troops  at  the 
Natchez.  "The  evacuation  (says  he)  appeared 


to  be  going  on  with  great  life;  when,  all  at  once, 
the  military  stores  were  ordered  back,  their  troops 
busily  engaged  all  night  taking  back  and  remount- 
ing the  cannon."  Here  he  very  naturally  ex- 
presses his  surprise :  "  This  kind  of  conduct  (says 
ne)  appeared  and  still  appears  jitrange." 

March  23d,  the  Governor  mentions  that  orders 
had  been  given  by  the  QeneraUin-cbief  of  the 
province  to  demolish  the  post  at  the  VTalnnt 
Hills,  because  their  treaty  with  the  Indians  re- 

Jiuired  it;  but  as  he  (Gayoso)  had  since  been  in- 
ormed  of  their  unsettled  dispositions,  he  had  sent 
counter  orders  to  prevent  the  fortifications  being 
injured ;  sugzestiog,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
moving  of  the  stores,  dtc.,  was  suspended  only 
until  tne  arrival  of  the  American  troops  to  take 
possession  of  the  post. 

In  this  letter  the  Governor  informs  Mr.  Ellicott 
that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Guiltemard  was  far  on 
his  way  up;  and,  on  his  arrival,  the  running  of 
the  boundary  line  should  begin.  The  Grovernor 
adds  this  assurance,  "  that  there  is  nothing  that 
can  prevent  the  religious  compliance  with  the 
treaty." 

On  the  28th  and  29th  of  March,  Governor  Oa- 
yoso issued  two  proclamations,  both  bearing  date 
the  29th,  taking  new  ground  for  retaining  the  poat, 
viz :  until  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  reaf 
property  is  ascertained.  The  Governor  is  pleased 
to  say  that  a  negotiation  was  then  carrymg  on 
between  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  United  States 
to  secure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Natchez  the 
right  to  their  real  property;  that  that  right  could 
not  be  secured  but  by  an  additional  article  to  the 
late  treaty ;  and  that  he  should  keep  po^ession  of 
the  country  imtil  that  article  should  be  otficially 
communicated  to  him;  and  until  they  were  sure 
that  the  Indians  would  be  pacific.  This  last  rea- 
son particularly  warrants  my  assertion,  that  the 
Governors  meant  for  an  indefinite  period  to  avoid 
an  evacuation  of  the  post& :  for,  while  a  tribe  of 
Indians  exuted  in  that  qawter,  the  Governors 
could  not  be  sore  that  they  would  be  pacific.  And, 
as  to  their  real  property,  seeing  tbe  great  body  ot 
the  inhabitants  appear  not  to  desire  the  [Hilronage 
of  the  Spanish  Government  to  secure  it,  as  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  must  be  at  least 
as  anxious  as  that  of  Spain  to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants in  their  rights,  when  become  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  1  believe  there  can  be  no  difficulty 
in  deciding  whether  this  is  a  reason,  or  a  pretence. 
Besides,  the  negotiation  mentioned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor about  the  real  property  of  tbe  inhabitants, 
has  never  existed,  nor  even  been  proposed,  or 
hinted,  either  to  or  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be 
deemed  harsh,  or  unbecoming,  in  a  letter  of  this 
kind,  to  say  that  this  motive  lor  suspending  tbe 
:  evacoatioa  of  the  posts — that  a  n^otiation  war 
then  on  foot  to  secure  the  real  property  of  the  in- 
habitants—does not  merit  tbe  title  even  of  a  pn- 
terux. 

So  soon  as  the  Governor  discovered  that  his 
proclamations,  instead  of  quieting  the  minds  of 
Its  inhabitants,  produced  a  contrary  effect,  he  sent 
two  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  to  inform  Mr. 
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ElHcott  that  he,  the  Governor,  had  received  direc- 
tions from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  have  the 
artillery  and  military  stores  expeditiously  removed 
from  the  forts,  which  were  to  be  given  up  to  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  immediately  on  their 
arrival.  As  this  information  did  not  remove  sas- 
pieioos.  Mr.  EUicott  wrote  the  Governor  on  the 
31st  of  March,  statbff  divers  circumstances  which 
still  kept  those  suspicions  alive.  The  Governor 
answered,  on  the  same  day,  in  direct  contradic- 
tioD  to  the  information  given  by  the  gratlemen, 
his  agents^  to  Mi.  Ellicott,  ana  confirming  the 
declarations  made  in  his  proclamations.  Headded 
also  a  new  motive  for  retaining  the  posts,  viz: 
that  the  treaty  left  it  doubtful  whether,  when  the 
posts  should  be  evacuated,  the  works  were  to  be 
left  standing,  or  to  be  demolished ;  concerning 
which  the  Groyemor  General  found  himself  obliged 
to  consult  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  had  given 
the  Governor  positive  orders  to  suspend  the  evac- 
uations of  the  posts  until  the  matter  should  be 
amicably  settled  between  the  two  Governments. 

On  the  1st  of  May  another  motive  is  assigned 
for  retaining  the  posts.  The  Envoy  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  in  the  United  States  had  informed 
the  Governor  General  of  an  attack  proposed 
against  the  Spanish  part  of  Illinois  (the  upper 
part  of  Louisiana)  by  the  British  from  Canada, 
and,  therefore,  tne  posts  at  the  Walnut  Hills  and 
the  Natchez  must  be  kept  for  the  defence  of 
Lower  Louisiana. 

This  last  motive  is  also  offered  as  a  reason  why 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line  is  postponed ; 
as  all  iheir  attention  was  drawn  towards  the  de- 
fence of  the  province,  against  an  invasion  which, 
as  I  have  alresdy  shown,  was  never  contemplated. 

To  all  these  facts,  I  have  to  add  the  declaration 
of  General  Wilkinson,  in  his  letter  of  June  2d.  to 
the  Secretary  of  War:  "I  have  (says  he)  inform- 
ation through  a  confidential  channel,  that  it  was 
determined,  as  early  as  September  last,  not  to  give 
up  the  posts  on  the  Mississippi."  If  this  informa- 
tion be  correct,  no  other  proof  is  necessary  to 
show,  that  all  the  reasons,  from  time  to  time  sug- 
gested, for  not  evacuating  the  posts,  were  mere 
pretences. 

I  have  here  brought  into  one  riewtbe  most  mate- 
rial facts  relating  to  the  question  between  us,  which 
are  scattered  throughout  the  reports  made  by  me 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  10th 
of  June  and  3d  of  July,  and  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  the  documents  ac- 
companying them,  as  they  have  been  published. 
And.  from  this  brief  recital,  it  evidently  appears, 
as  I  have  said  in  my  report,  "  That  the  Governors 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  on  the  Mississippi,  have, 
on  various  pretences,  postponed  the  running  of 
the  boundary  line,  and  the  withdrawing  of  his 
troops  from  the  posts  they  occupied  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  after 
repeated  overtures,  promises,  and  appearances  of 
commencin|r  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between 
the  two  nations,  in  both  these  respects,  their  con- 
duct demonstrates  that,  for  an  indefinite  period, 
th^  meant  to  avoid  doing  either." 

Ton  controvert  this  conclusion  only  on  one 


ground.  You  say  that  the  treaty  stipulated  mere- 
Fy  that  the  Spanish  garrisons  should  be  withdrawn, 
not  that  fortifications  which  might  one  day  be 

rtrejudicial  to  the  King's  subjects  should  be  de- 
ivered  up:  and  hence  you  infer  that  the  necessi- 
ty^  urged  by  the  two  Governors,  of  delaying  to 
withdraw  the  garrisons  until  this  question  is  de- 
cided between  the  two  Governments,  is  not  a  pr^ 
tence,  but  a  substantial  reason.  I  mast  ob- 

serve, that  the  Governors  had  alraidy  demolished 
the  post  at  the  Chickasaw  bluff:  and  it  appearsin 
the  foregoing  recital,  that  they  were  going  to  de- 
molish Uie  post  at  the  Walnut  HiUs ;  and  the  res- 
son  assigned  is,  that  the  treaties  with  the  Indians 
required  the  demolition:  and  the  Governor  Ga- 
yosd  assigns  but  one  motive  for  suspending  that 
operation,  that  he  had  been  informed  of  the  unset- 
tled disposition  of  the  Indians;  yet,  afterward, 
this  reason  (that  their  treaties  with  the  Indians 
required  the  demolition  of  the  posts)  is  forgotten, 
and  their  destruction,  or  their  delivery^  with  all 
the  fortiEcations  and  other  works  standing,  is,  by 
the  Grovernors,  made  to  depend  entirely  on  the 
issue  of  a  negotiation  between  the  Governments 
of  Spain  and  the  United  States !  Can  any  fur- 
ther proof  be  wanting  to  justify  me  io  calling 
this  a  pretence  ?  Bnt  you  seem  to  rely  on  this, 
your  construction  of  the  treaty,  relative  to  the 
posts :  you  have  urged  it  in  your  letter  to  me  oi 
the  S4th  of  June,  and,  therefore,  1  will  eonsider  it 
The  second  article  of  the  treaty  having  de- 
scribed the  boundaries  between  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  thus  proceeds,  "And 
it  b  agreed,  that  if  there  should  be  any  troops, 
garrisons,  or  settlements  of  either  partv,  in  uie 
territory  of  the  other,  according  to  toe  above 
mentioned  boundaries,  they  shall  be  withdrawn 
from  the  said  territories  within  the  term  of  six 
months  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  or 
sooner,  if  it  be  possible ;  and  that  they  shall  he 
permitted  to  take  with  them  all  the  goods  and 
effects  which  they  possess."  But  to  justify  your 
retention  of  the  postscj  you  say  that  the  demarca- 
tion of  the  houudar^  kne  should  precede  the  with- 
drawing of  the  ^rruons:  yet  you  suppose  it  pro- 
bable, and  His  Cathiriic  Majesty's  Govemors  well 
know,  that  the  Chickasaw  uuff,  the  Walnut  Hills, 
:  and  the  Natchez,  are  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Governor  Gayoso  speaks  of  the  boundary  line 
as  beinff  near  Clarkesville,  a  place  many  miles 
below  the  Natchez ;  and  he  also  knew  the  result 
of  Mr.  Ellicott's  astronomical  observations  on  the 
spot,  which  ascertained  the  Natchez  to  be  aboM 
(hirtv-nine  miles  north  of  the  south  boundary  of 
the  United  States. 

There  being,  then,  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  with 
respect  to  the  position  of  these  posts,  that  they  are 
all  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  there 
was  no  necessity  previously  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line;  which,  b^des.  if  set  about  m 
good  earnest,  it  would  take  at  feast  a  year  to  a^ 
comjdish,  through  a  wilderness  of  many  hundred 
miles  in  extent;  and,  therefore,  it  never  could 
have  been  conteimilated  as  neeessur,  to  precede 
the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  whicn  was  to  be 
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effected  in  six  months,  or  sooner,  if  possible.  Yet 
Otufa  months  have  elapsed,  and  you  siill  keep 
possession. 

But  yon  suggest  that  it  is  at  least  .doubtful, 
whether,  by  the  treaty,  it  was  intended  to  leave 
^  fortifications  standing  when  the  garrison 
^oald  be  withdrawn.  You  say,  "It  is  not  to  be 
presumed  that  it  could  ever  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  deliver  up  forti- 
fications, which,  besides  that  they  had  cost  him 
considerable  strms  of  money,  may,  by  the  effect  of 
political  vicissitades,  be  one  day  prejudical  to  his 
nii)>ieets.**  I  fee)  much  reluctance  to  attempt  the 
refutation  of  a  construction  so  obviously  erro- 
flcoiu.  It  is  probably  the  first  timie  that,  to  with- 
draw, or  retire  from  a  place,  has  been  imagined  to 
totend  its  destroctioa.  If,  at  the  formation  of  the 
tremty,  the  demoUtioo  of  the  posts  bad  bem  in- 
tended, it  woald  assuredly  hare  be^  expressed. 
But,  doobtless,  the  idea  never  occurred,  until  it 
W8  found  conrenienl  to  make  it  a  pretence  for 
lioldittg  the  posts.  The  phrases  "to  withdraw  a 
nrrison,"  to  evacuate  a  post  or  country,  have  as 
determinate  a  meaning  as  any  in  the  English  lan- 
guage ;  and  their  meantog  is  ascertained  by  fre- 
quent use  in  treaties ;  and  to  destroy  a  country, 
or  a  fortified  place,  from  which  it  was  stipulated 
to  "  withdraw"  an  army  or  a  garrison,  would  be 
socfa  an  act  of  barbarism  as  ought  never  to  take 
l^e  among  civilized  nations.  One  of  the  latest 
treaties  made  by  the  United  States  (that  with 
Great  Britaio)  lias  the  same  phrase.  "HisMajes- 
tr  will  *  withdraw'  all  his  troops  and  garrisons 
ftom  all  posts  and  places  withm  the  fioandarjr 
tines  assigned  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  to  the  Cm- 
ted  Suites.  This  eracuation  shall  take  place  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  179&'*  And  these 
expressions  are  used  in  the  same  treaty  as  equiva- 
lent to  "  the  delivery  of  the  said  posts."  The 
Kitish  Treaty  was,  in  this  manner,  accordingly 
carried  into  effect;  the  British  troops werewtth- 
drawn,  and  the  works  left  standing.  The  British 
officers  were  even  careful  not  to  expose  the  works 
to  accidental  destruction;  for.  as  the  American 
troop  did  not  reach  the  posts  dv  the  first  of  June, 
small  British  jguards  were  left  to  preserve  the 
works  from  injury  lutil  the  American  troops  ar- 
rired. 

By  the  treaty  conclnded  at  Versailles  the  3d  of 
September,  1783,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  it  was  agreed,  "  That  the  Sine  of  €h-eat 
Britain  sboold  eatise  East  Florida  to  be  evacua- 
ted three  months  after  the  ratification  of  that 
treaty,  or  sooner,  if  it  could  be  done."  The  evac- 
aation  took  place,  but  no  demolition  of  fortifica- 
tions. 

In  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between 
Bngland,  France,  and  Spain,  signed  the  3d  of  No> 
Tember,  17f@,  it  was  stipulated,  "  that  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  ratification  of  these  prelimina- 
ties,  France  should  evacuate  Cleves,  Wesel.  and 
Gnelders,  and  generally  all  the  countries  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Prussia."  Were  those  places 
demolished,  or  the  country  laid  waste,  when  the 
-troops  withdrew  t  Or  were  there  any  subsequent 
»egotiatk»u to  remove  any  doubts  onthesnlgect? 


But  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  a  point  which 
really  required  no  elucidation. 

On  this,  as  well  as  on  another  occasion,  you 
have  thought  fit  to  upbraid  me  with  showing  to 
the  British  Minister  a  degree  of  candor  and  con- 
fidence which  you  tosinuate  he  does  not  deserve, 
and  which  you  seem  to  think  I  have  withheld 
from  you.  Yet,  sir,  all  the  declarations  made  to 
me  by  that  Minister,  verbally,  and  in  writing, 
touching  the  points  in  controversy  between  you 
and  me,  have  been  verified.  As  I  have  already 
said,  vou  declared  to  me  that  you  had  just  rea* 
sons  tor  suspecting  that  an  expedition  was  pre- 
paring OQ  tne  lakes  by  the  English,  in  order  to 
attack  Ui^r  Louisiana.  The  British  Minister, 
in  the  first  instance,  assured  me  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  it ;  and  his  subsequent  inquiries  en- 
abled him  farther  to  assure  me.  that  no  such 
expedition  had  been,  or  was  intended  by  the  Brit* 
ish  Grovernment.  And  I  have,  in  another  place, 
offered  other  reasons  which  confirm  the  truth  of 
these  assurances.  Yet  you  tell  me,  that  the  as- 
snrance  given  me  by  the  British  Minister,  but 
without  any  signature,  did  not  iuspire  the  ser- 
vants of  His  Catholic  Majesty  with  the  same 
blind  confidence  which  it  produced  in  me.  I  shall 
take  no  other  notice  of  this  remark,  than  to  put 
yon  right  in  point  of  fact.  The  note  of  the  Brit- 
ish Minister,  containiiu[  the  assurance  to  which 
you  refer,  is  not  "without  a  signature:"  This 
(like  other  official  notes  from  that  Minister,)  has 
bis  signature — his  name  written  with  his  own  nand 
— at  the  head  of  it. 

You  declared  to  me  "that  you  knew  to  a  cer- 
tainty that  the  English  had  made  propositions  to 
General  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  in  order  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  inftuence  in  that  State,  together 
with  some  other  persons,  for  making  a  diversion, 
or  serious  attack  against  Florida."  The  British 
Minister  informed  me,  that  although  he  knew 
nothing  of  General  Clarke, orhis expedition  from 
Georgia,  a  proposition  had  been  made  to  him  (the 
British  Minister)  for  an  expedition  against  the 
Floridas ;  but  that  he  told  the  projector  that  he 
had  no  power  to  authorize  it ;  and  besides,  that 
there  were,  among  other  objections  to  the  plan, 
two  of  great  weight — one,  that  the  Indians  were 
to  be  employed,  the  other,  that  it  would  violate 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States.  The 
British  Minister  has  since  shown  me  an  orieinal 
letter  from  Lord  Grenville,  dated  the  8th  of  last 
April,  in  which  he  informs  the  Minister,  that  if 
there  were  no  other  objections  to  the  plan,  the 
two  mentioned  by  him,  viz :  that  it  could  not  be 
executed  without  employing  the  Indians,  and 
without  violating  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  British  Gfovern- 
ment  to  reject  it.  This  proves,  sir,  that  Mr.  Lis- 
ton's  declarations  on  this  point,  were  not  "vague 
and  unauthentic,"  as  you  pronoonce  them,  but  in 
strict  conformity  with  truth. 

As  to  General  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  the  British 
Minister  declared  he  had  never  even  heard  of  him ; 
and  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson, 
the  district  attorney  of  Georg;ia,  respecting  Gen- 
eral Clarke,  and  any  exp«lition  forming  there,  in 
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behalf  of  the  Koglish  against  the  Floridas,  will 
iodine  every  candid  inquirer  at  least  to  doubt 
whether  such  e  project  has  ever  been  proposed  to 
him.  We  shall  afterwards  see  that  Mr.  Blount's 
plot  does  not  appear  to  have  any  connexion  with 
an  expedition  under  General  Ckrke. 

Tbu?,  you  see,  sir,  that  I  have  not  blindly 
placed  a  confidence  in  the  British  Minister;  for 
aught  that  has  yet  appeared,  he  was  entitled  to 
the  credit  he  has  received. 

I  return  to  your  tetter.  You  mention  your 
communications  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  re* 
specting  the  intended  expedition  from  Canada ; 
from  that  moment,  you  say,  imperious  necessity, 
and  the  great  principle  of  self  defence,  made  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  officers  turn  their  thoughts  to 
objects  of  a  more  urgent  nature  than  ruuning  the 
boundary  line.  And  here  you  introduce  "  Mr. 
Blount's  letter,  and  the  late  detected  conspiracy, 
as  erincing  how  far  their  conduct  in  this  respect 
was  necessary."  It  is  wonderful,  sir,  that  yon 
should  attempt  to  make  it  be  believen  that  Mr. 
Blount's  letter  and  the  late  detected  conspi- 
racy had  any  connexion  with  the  expedition 
which  you  suggested  was  preparing  on  the  lakes 
of  Canada,  a^inst  Upper  Louisiana.  All  that  is 
yet  discovered  of  Mr.  Blount's  project  or  conspi- 
racy, proves  that  it  was  to  have  been  formed  in 
one  01  the  Slates  south  of  the  river  Ohio;  and 
that  it  was  destined  against  the  Floridas.  and  per- 
haps Lower  Louisiana.  I  therefore  feel  myself, 
for  this  and  the  other  reasons  before  exhibited,  still 
warranted  in  considering  the  suspected  Canada 
expedition  among  the  pretexts  for  delaying  to 
evacuate  the  posts,  and  to  run  the  boundary  fine; 
and.  consequently,  that  your  charge,  that  I  have 
in  this  instance  ''palpably  attempted  to  make 
groundless  and  unfair  impressions  on  the  public 
mind,"  is  alike  unfounded  and  unbecoming  your 
public  character  to  surest 

In  your  next  paragraph,  you  thus  address  me; 
"  Nor  do  your  ill  founded  insinuations  stop  here  ; 
seotiments  and  expressions  still  more  violent  flow 
£rom  that  same  hasty  pen."  This  passage  is  in 
perfect  correspondence  with  the  general  strain  of 
your  letter.  Whether  your  charge  is  correctly 
made  is  now  to  be  examined. 

I  am  ready  to  confess  that  my  report,  thus  stig- 
matized, was,  from  the  pressure  of  business,  writ- 
ten in  haste ;  but  a  reviuion  of  it  saiis6es  me,  nev- 
ertheless, that  it  is  not  inaccurate  in  its  state- 
ments. 

You  quote  the  passage  in  my  report  which  has 
called  lorth  this  reproach  j  ii  is  in  these  words : 
"  That  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  bdiere 
Mr.  EUicott's  suspicions  well  founded;  that  an 
undue  influence  has  been  exercised  over  the  In- 
dians by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
wepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States."  And  then  you  say,  that  I  mention  the 
source  of  these  "  dreadful  conjectures,"  to  be  a 
private  letter  from  Mr.  Sai^ot,  Secretary  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  Here  you  are  extreme- 
ly incorrect,  as  usual,  when  you  undertake  to  re- 
cite my  conclusions,  and  tiie  facts  and  circum- 
stances up<m  which  they  are  formed.   It  is  from 


*'  a  view  of  the  whole  correspondence"  referred  to 
in  my  reports  of  the  10th  of  June  and  3d  of  July, 
on  the  intelligence  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  private  letter  from  Colonel  Sargent, 
that  I  drew  the  conclusion  yon  have  quoted. 

Mr.\Ellicott  formed  his  suspicions  on  the  spot, 
from  what  was  passing  before  him ;  and  he  is 
not  a  careless  or  undisceming  observer. 

General  Wilkinson  says,  "letters  from  all  quar- 
ters announce  the  discontents  and  menacing  as- 
pect of  the  savages ;  two  white  men  have  neen 
recently  murdered  on  the  Ohio,  below  the  Ciuo- 
berland }  and  the  savages  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
and  those  who  pass  Massac,  make  no  hesitation  to 
avow  their  purpose  for  war."  And  then  he  re- 
fers to  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hamtramck,  who 
commands  the  United  States  troops  at  Detroit,  in 
which  the  Colonel  says:  '-I  am  pretty  sure  tnat 
both  the  French  and  Spaniards  nave  emissaries 
among  the  Indians.  I  have  it  from  indubitaUe 
authority,  that  a  large  belt  (by  which  is  meant  a 
speech)  from  the  Spaniards  is  now  travelling 
through  the  different  nattODs ;"  meaning  the  na- 
tions within  the  Territories  of  the  United  Slates. 

Colonel  Sargent  writes,  it  is  true,  a  private  Ut- 
ter, but  it  is  to  a  public  officer;  and  his  situatim 
as  Secretary,  and  Grovernor  for  the  time,  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  would  render  it  his  duty 
to  be  vigilant  for  its  safetv;  and  his  character 
vouches  for  the  accuracy  of  bis  information;  and 
you  do  not  qundon  the  truth  of  any  part  of  his 
statement. 

After  meottoniog  that  the  Spaniards  were  rein- 
forcing their  upper  posts  on  the  Mississippi,  that 
upwards  of  three  hundred  men  had  arrived  at 
St.  Louis,  and  were  erecting  formidable  works, 
he  adds,.  "  it  likewise  appears,  through  various 
channels,  that  th^  are  inviting  a  great  namfaer 
of  Indians  of  the  Territory  (meaning  of  the  CToi- 
ted  States  Northwest  of  tlw  Ohio)  to  cross  the 
Mississippi:  and  for  this  express  purpose,  Mr. 
Loramie,  an  officer  in  the  pay  of  the  Crown,  made 
a  tour  through  all  this  country  last  Fall;  since 
which  time,  several  Indians  have  been  sent  on  the 
same'errand,  and  generally  furnished  with  plenty 
of  cash  to  defray  their  expenses."  "  A  large 
party  of  the  Delawares  passed  down  White  river 
about  the  6th  of  May,  on  their  way  to  the  Span- 
ish side,  bearing  the  national  flag  of  Spain,  sent 
them  from  St.  Louis." 

Lieutenant  Pope,  in  his  letter  of  May  9,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  says:  "There  have  been  sev- 
eral attempts  made  to  draw  on  the  Indians  upoa 
my  troops.  I  have  fully  aseertaioed  this  fact,  and 
demanded  of  the  Qovemor  to  have  a  principal 
actor  immediately  brought  to  punishment,  or  sent 
out  of  the  country.  He  has  been  sent  for,  and  is 
now  on  board  of  one  of  the  galleys  which  is  now 
about  descending  the  river."  And,  sir,  if  you  in- 
quire, you  will  find  that  this  "principal  actor" 
(Rapelje,  by  name)  was  one  of  Governor  Gayo- 
so's  agents. 

These,  sir,  are  the  grounds  on  which  I  express- 
ed the  opinion,  that  there  was  but  too  much  rea- 
son to  believe  Mr.  Ellicott's  suspicions  well  found- 
ed ;  that  the  officers  of  Spain  tiad  exeicised  aa 
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mine  ioflueace  over  the  Indians,  to  prepare  them 
for  a  rapture  with  the  United  States. 

This  detail,  sir,  strikingly  shows  how  little  you 
bare  asderstood,  and  how  enlirely  you  hare  mis- 
represented mj  reasoning  on  this  suhject.  I  leave 

J Ml  to  reconcile  your  reflections  on  the  British 
linister  and  his  oatioo,  for  their  inhumanity  in 
employing  the  Indians  in  the  American  war,  with 
your  justification  of  the  Spanish  officers  at  this 
time,  m  securing  the  aid  oi  the  Indians  in  your 
war  with  the  British.  "  The  Spaniards,  you  say, 
kire  fortified  St  Louis,  and  availed  themselves 
every  means  of  defence  which  the  country  af- 
jbrded;"  meaning  by  the  ingenious  expression, 
every  means  of  defence  which  the  country  afford- 
ed, the  employing  of  the  Indians. 

Yon  are  pleased  next  to  charge  me,  in  yourcus- 
UHoary  style,  with  "  falling  into  the  most  glarintr 
inconsistency,"  because  I  remark,  that,  although 
"it  may  be  difficult  to  say,  whether  this  plan  of 
exciting  the  Indians  to  direct  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  has  been  contemplated  and 
promoted  by  any  of  our  own  citizens,  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  one  or  more  of  those  citizens  have  pro- 
posed and  taken  measures  to  detach  the  Southern 
iDduos  from  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  destroy  the  influence  of  the  public  agents 
over  those  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  great 
i^fiet*  of  tfieir  appointment,  the  chief  of  which 
is  to  preserve  peace." 

Having  quoted  this  passage  from  my  report^  you 
uk, "  how  is  it  possible  to  reconcile  such  eviaent 
contradictions?  On  one  hand,  the  Spanish  offi- 
cers are  those  who  excite  the  Southern  Indians 
against  the  United  States,  and  on  the  other,  you 
^nickly  follow  presuming,  with  sufficient  founda- 
tioo,  in  my  opiaion,  that  it  may  be  some  citizens  of 
the  Uaited  States."  Allow  me,  sir,  to  ask  in  my 
turn,  how  it  was  possible  for  you  not  to  see  that 
beie  there  is  no  contradiction  ?  Is  it  not  very  pos- 
nUe  that  the  Spanish  officers  might  be  courting 
the  Cbiekasaws,  who  lire  above  the  Natchez,  with 
large  jwesents,  and  beprqMuing  the  Cboctawvwho 
dwell  along  the  Natchez  district,  and  the  Dela- 
vares,  Shawanese,  Miamies,  and  other  tribes  dwel- 
ling ia  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  for 
Tir  against  the  United  States,  while  Mr.  Blount 
aod  his  agents  were  detaching  the  Southern  tribes 
of  Cberokees  and  Creeks  from  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  eventually  to  aid  the  British 
in  an  enterprise  against  the  Floridas  7  The  Che- 
tcdtees  and  Creeks,  you  might  have  seen,  were  the 
only  Indian  nations  mentioned  in  Governor  Blount's 
letter.  And  is  it  not  very  possible,  if  these  two 
nations  should  thus  be  led  to  wAr  against  the 
Spanish  possessions,  that  they  might  not  be  excited 
to  direct  hostilities  against  the  United  States? 
And  therefore,  that  although  Mr.  Blount  might 
contemplate  the  former,  be  might  abstain  from 
the  latter?  And  is  not,  then,  my  cautions  man- 
na of  speaking  of  thU  latter  perfectly  correct. 

I  am  happy  to  arrive  at  your  last  observation. 
And  1  wish  it  was  not,  like  the  rest,  exceptionable 
tad  incorrect.  These  are  your  words :  "  Respect- 
ing the  last  article  of  your  report,  I  have  only  to 
observe  that,  although  you  have  constantly  assured 


me  that  Government  had  not  the  least  information 
respecting  the  subject  of  my  representations,  and, 
although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Georgia^ 
appears  to  coiucide  with  your  ideas,  nevertheUsa 
time  has  shown  that  I  hare  complied  with  my 
duty  by  not*  r^Kwing  on  such  assurances.  The 
plot  is  discovered,  and  nobody  any  longer  doabta 
the  expedition  was  to  hare  taken  plac&" 

The  expression  that  "you  complied  with  your 
duty  in  not  reposing  on  such  assurances"  mar 
mean  that  you  thought  the  assurances  decei^idy 
and,  therefore,  not  meriting  bdief.  Perhaps  yon 
did  not  intend  this.  Perhaps  you  meant  no  more 
than  that  the  Government  had  been  "  remiss"  in 
iis  duty  in  not  pursuing,  with  eagerness,  the  trains 
of  your  various  suspicioiu.  But  I  must  show  yon 
that  here,  as  in  all  other  instances,  your  crimina- 
tions are  void  of  foundation  in  either  point  of  view. 

The  last  article  of  the  report  respects  General 
Clarke,  of  G^eorgia,  of  whom  you  said  "  you  knew 
of  a  certainty  that  the  Engtisn  had  made  proposi- 
tions, in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  his  influence 
in  that  State,  with  some  other  persons,  for  making 
adiversion  or  serious  attack  acainst  Florida;"  and 
yon  add  that  "yon  do  not  doubt  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  your  information,  the  Executive  Got- 
emment  will  take  the  proper  steps  that  Georgia 
also  should  not  infringe  the  laws  of  neutrality." 
Here  you  confine  your  requests  to  Georgia,  that 
she  might  not  infringe  the  laws  of  neutrality ;  and 
my  letter  to  Charles  Jackson,  Esq.,  the  district  at- 
torney of  that  State,  shows  that  the  Government 
took  prompt  measures  to  defeat  the  project  of  Gen- 
eral Clarire  and  his  associates,  if  such  a  project 
existed.  I  suppose  none  did  exist.  You  acknow- 
ledge that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson  coincides 
witn  my  ideas.  Your  "certain  knowledge"  of  an 
intended  expedition  in  favor  of  the  English  from 
Georgia,  against  Florida,  under  General  Clarke, 
you  have  never  supported  by  a  shadow  of  evidence. 
If  you  possessed  any  evidence  of  the  fact,  it  would 
be  easy  to  produce  it.  What  you  call  your  "  cer- 
tain udowledge"  could  rest  only  on  information, 
or  the  testimony  of  others,  which  might  be  as  ftlse, 
or  as  vagoe,  and  incondusire,  as  the  informati<Hi 
about  the  C«nada  expedition,  which  I  hope  I  have 
proved  to  your  conviction  never  to  have  existed, 
even  in  idea.  Yet  yon  declared  to  me  that  yon 
had  "just  reasons  for  suspecting  that  an  expedition 
was  preparing  on  the  lakes ;"  and,  hence,  how  can 
I  avoid  concluding  that  your  "certain  knowledge* ' 
in  one  case,  like  your  "just  reasons"  in  the  other, 
were  without  a  sufficient  foundation? 

But  you  say  "the  plot  is  discovered,  and  nobody 
any  longer  doubts  that  the  expedition  was  to  have 
taken  place."  Strange  remarx  1  Just  the  reverse 
of  it  should  hare  been  made :  for,  although  there 
is  a  diflcorery  of  Mr.  Blount's  plot,  its  extent  is  by 
no  means  ascertained ;  and,  far  from  nobody  donbt- 
ing,  probaUy  everybody  doubts  irtiether  the  pro- 
jeeted  expedition  was  to  hare  taken  place.  It 
was  not  to  be  undertaken  but  in  eonjanetion  with 
a  British  force;  and,  on  the  proposal  of  the  expe- 
dition to  the  British  Government,  it  was  totally 
rejected.  Even  Mr.  Blount,  who,  if  the  project 
was  adopted,  expected  to  be  at  the  head  of  it,  ven- 
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tares  no  farther  than  to  say  he  believed  that  the 
l^u  would  be  attempted,  bat,  if  attempted,  that  it 
ivonld  not  be  till  tlu  "Fall;"  and,  coDsequently, 
'  your  zeal  in  March  and  April,  for  which,  at  the 
expense  of  decency  towards  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, you  take  to  younelf  so  mucli  credit,  had 
then  no  just  object.    This  zeal  of  yours  is  dis- 

Slayed  in  the  inibrmattoD  you  gave  to  the  Baron 
e  Carondelet,  in  March  or  April,  of  the  expedition 
supposed  to  be  preparing  in  Canada  against  Upper 
Louisiana :  yet,  you  would  now  attempt  to  justify 
this  zeal  by  the  plot  of  Mr.  Blount,  although  this 
plot  and  ibe  Canada  expedition  were  wholly  dis- 
tinct and  unconnected. 

I  shall  conclude  this  l<mg  letter  with  your  eleven 
positiwia,  which  yon  stale  with  as  much  serious 
lonnality  as  if  they  were  all  of  them  important, 
ud  all  o£  them  supported  facts  or  just  reasoo- 
ing ;  btit  the  detaiu  I  Jiare  given  demonstrate  that 
these  positions  are  either  unfounded,  or  simple 
propositions  of  not  the  smallest  consequence. 

These  are  your  positions  addressed  to  me  in 
your  own  words — 

"1st.  That,  on  the  27th  of  February,  I  gave 
you  sufficient  particulars,  respecting  the  intended 
expedition,  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  this 
Qovernment." 

Answer.  !  have  offered  reasons  to  prove  that 
yon  gave  me  no  particulars,  but  only  mentioned 
your  suspicions,  and  that  you  promised  to  give 
me  your  representations  in  writing ;  for  widen,  of 
eourse^t  was  proper  for  me  to  wait. 

"3.  That,  aithou|rh  to  this  verbal  communica- 
tion I  added  another  in  writing  on  the  2d  of  March, 
Ae  President  bad  not  the  least  knowledge  of  it  on 
the  9th  of  the  same  month ;  and  that,  without 
doubt,  you  must  hare  had  very  powerful  motives 
to  prevent  yon  from  communicating  it  to  him." 

Answer.  I  have  accounted  for  the  delay  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  I  hare  shown  that  I  had 
abundant  reason  to  conclude  your  suspicions  to  be 
wholly  unfounded,  and  for  attaching  no  sort  of 
eonseqnence  to  them.  The  event  demonstrates 
that  I  was  right ;  and  that,  instead  of  very  power- 
ful motives,  none  were  needed  for  a  delay  of  only 
four  or  five  days,  or  for  a  much  longer  period ; 
and  that  ttf  notice  your  naked  suspicions  at  all 
was  not  an  act  of  necessity,  but  of  complaisance. 
I  might,  with  justice,  complain  of  your  delay  to 
answer  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  on  a  sub- 
-  jeet  of  very  high  importance  to  the  United  States— 
I  mean  the  evacuation  of  the  posts.  I  will  not  say 
that  you  were  negligent,  or  "remiss;"  but  I  wiU 
say  that,  for  a  whole  month,  you  omitted  to 
nve  me  your  short  and  unsatimetory  answer. 
The  indisposi^on  which  you  assign  as  the  caose 
of  the  delay  did  not  prerent  you  irom  writing  on 
other  subjects,  nor  long  from  going  abroad. 

*'  3.  That  it  does  not  appear,  by  the  documents 
I»esented  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  Govern- 
ment had  given  orders  to  the  military  command- 
m  to  cause  the  territcM-y  and  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  to  be  respected." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  none  were  neces- 
sary to  be  given. 

"4.  That  you  made  to  the  English  Minister  a 


from  the  27th  of  February  to  the  28th  of  April, 
althou|;h  it  respected  a  most  urgent  and  impor^ 
ant  object." 

Answer.  On  the  28th  of  April  I  informed  jroo, 
by  letter,  that  I  had  communicated  to  the  Bnask 
Mioister  your  suspicirais  of  an  expedition  prepa^ 
ing  by  the  Englisn  against  Upper  L>ouiitiaDa;  and 
as,  for  upwards  of  two  months,  you  expressed  no 
dissatisfaction  on  account  of  this  comoiuaicatioa, 
I  might  well  conclude  you  did  not  think  it  im> 
proper:  nay,  in  your  letter  of  July  11,  wbichlua 
now  answering,  you  refer,  with  apparent  appio- 
bation.  to  this  very  eommonicatitni,  connected 
with  the  deeUration  which  accompanied  it  to  the 
British  Minister,  that  the  President  could  not  can* 
sent  to  the  marcn  of  any  troops,  either  British  ot 
Spanish,  through  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  and  you  consider  it  as  a  '*  determinate  dis- 
position" of  the  American  Government  on  this 
point.  I  have  also  shown  that,  admitting  ttiii 
communication  to  Mr.  Liston  to  be  proper,  I  did 
not  delay  doing  it  for  two  months,  nor  two  weelu, 
although  it  respected  at  best  but  an  tmaftwuy 
project. 

"  5.  That  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  could  very 
well  have  received  my  letters,  without  its  neces- 
sarily following  that  bis  had  come  to  hand." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  you  did  not  ondei- 
stand  my  reasoning  on  this  point ;  which  went  to 
prove  that  your  answer  the  17th  of  April  to 
my  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  about  the  erm- 
ation  of  the  posts,  was  wanting  in  candor. 

"6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  represent  Mr.  BUi- 
cott's  not  writing  to  him  (^ialljras  a  comjii^ 
but  as  an  observation,  and  that  in  fact  be  mem 
has  done  it  on  those  terms." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  whether  the  Bi- 
ron's  assertion  should  have  been  called  a  eompiiml 
or  an  obaermhon  is  perfectly  immaterial ;  I  meaat 
to  show  it  was  un/ounefed,  and  this  you  yoorsetf 
admit. 

"7.  That  the  proofs  rou  allege  to  exculptie 
Mr.  Kllicott  respecting  nis  intentions  of  taking 
the  fort  of  Natchez  by  surprise  are  jniiely  neg- 
ative," 

Answer.  I  offered  them  only  as  negative  proofs 
Yet  when  complaint  or  assertion  against  Mr.  El- 
licott  was  known  and  acknowledged  not  to  be 
true,  the  negative  testimony  of  gentlmen  likdy 
to  be  well  informed,  would  be  deemed  sufficient 
to  bring  another,  and  in  its  nature  very  improlia- 
ble,  complaint  or  asserUon  of  die  same  persok  iato 
discredit. 

"  8.  That  it  is  not  merely  pretences,  but  vaj 
powerful  reasons  which  have  impeded  the  evaeo- 
tion  of  the  posts,  and  the  running  of  the  bonadiiy 

line." 

Answer.  The  point  of  view  in  which  I  have 
now  exhibited  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Oor* 
emors  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  the  posts,  and 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line,  I  should  sup- 
pose might  convince  you  that  the  causes  which 
they  have  offered  for  t&e  delay  are  mere  jmteMet: 
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the  American  citizeos,  towhom  you  have  appeal- 
edj  have  been  couvioced  only  by  reeding  the 
pnnied  doeumeotSj-withoat  any  commeDts. 

"  9.  That  the  iosinuations  with  which  you  are 
willing  to  persuade  the  American  people  that  our 
armiog  is  directed  aninst  them,  are  unjust  as  wdl 
as  nnfonnded,  as  by  Mr.  Blount's  letter  it  is  clearly 
demonstrated  to  be  a  precaution  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  defence." 

Answer.  The  grounds  of  my  suggestions,  which 
yon  call  "  insinaatioas,"  are  deuiled  in  this  letter, 
and  embrace  too  many  facts  and  circumstances  to 
be  abrideed :  permit  me  to  desire  you  to  review 
them,  ishali  only  repeat,  that  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  Mr.  Blount's  letter  has  not  the 
lemotest  reference  to  the  suspected  Caoiada  expe- 
ditioD,  which  is  your  only  pretence  for  reinforcing 
the  posts  in  Upper  Louisiana;  for  calling  the  In- 
dians to  your  aid ;  for  holding  the  posts  at  the 
Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills ;  and  for  delaying  to 
ran  the  boundary  line. 

■^lO.  That  you  eridently  contradict  yourself, 
when  on  one  hand  you  are  pleased  to  attribute  to 
tis  the  morements  of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  Tery 
next  jiaragraph  you  show  it  might  proceed  from 
American  citizens,  as  it  actually  does,  according 
to  Mr.  Blount's  letter ;  and  that  he  acted  with  the 
knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the  very  same  Brit- 
ish Minister,  in  whose  private  notes,  vnthout  vig- 
nature,  and  perhaps  not  of  his  own  hand-writing, 
you  place  such  implicit  confidence." 

Answer.  I  have  shown  that  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  contradiction  in  my  observations  on 
tbis  subject;  and  your  assertions  to  the  contrary 
most  proceed  only  from  your  not  understanding 
them.  You  say  that  Mr.  Blount  acted  in  tbis 
matter  with  the  Knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the 
British  Mioister.  This  is  not  likely  to  be  true. 
It  is  in  proof,  by  other  evidence  than  the  British 
Minister's  notes,  that  be  did  not  and  could  not 
SBthorize  the  projected  expedition  aoaiust  Uie 
Floridas;  and  particularly  that  one  ofois  strong 
objections  against  it  was,  that  it  contemplated  the 
employing  of  the  Indians ;  although  he  thought  it 
proper  to  submit  the  project  to  the  consideration 
and  decision  of  bis  Qovernment.  Nobody,  there- 
fore, will  believe  that  he  authorized  Mr.  Blount, 
or  was  even  privy  to  his  measures,  for  preparing 
the  Indians  for  war.  Besides,  Doctor  Romayne, 
who  may  be  presumed  to  be  welt  acquainted  with 
Hr.  Blount's  plot,  suggests  that  it  is  not  the  pro- 
ject offered  to  Mr.  Liston  by  Cbisholm.  These 
are  his  words :  "  Mr.  Blount  is  totally  unknown  to 
Mr.  Liston,  and  so  are  aU  his  views."  And  there 
is  a  passage  in  Mr.  Blount's  letter  which  counte- 
nance* the  Doctor's  assertion,  and  indicates  that, 
■Ithoagh  Chisholm  and  Blount  had  some  com- 
nuuiications  with  each  other,  yet  that' their  views 
were  not  precisely  the  same.  Mr.  Blount,  in  his 
letter  to  Carey, says:  "Where  Captain  Cbisholm 
is,  I  do  not  know.  I  htt  him  in  Philadelphia  in 
March,  and  he  frequently  visited  the  Mioister  and 
spoke  upon  the  subject;  bat  I  believe  he  will  go 
into  the  Creek  natioa,  by  way  of  South  Carolina 
or  Georgia.  He  gave  out  that  he  was  going  to 
Sngland,  but  I  did  not  UUme  Attn."   These  last 


words  afford  a  pretty  strong  proof  that  they  were 
not  acting  wholly  in  concert.  Probably  Mr. 
Blount  endeavored  to  persuade  Cbisholm  that  be 
would  co-operate  in  the  prosecution  of  Ais scheme ; 
while  at  the  same  time  he  might  hare  another  of 
bis  own,  or  in  concert  with  Doctor  Romayne,  and 
stand  ready,  in  the  event  of  things,  to  nwke  his 
advantage  of  either— whichever  should  ofSSa  the 
best  prospect  of  success.  Doctor  Romayne,  yon 
see,  says  that  Mr.  Blount  is  totally  unknown  to 
Mr.  Listoo.  But  it  is  well  known  tbat  Mr.  Blount 
was  your  frequent  guest  and  intimate  companion, 
and  that  be  was  on  this  intimate  footing  with  you 
during  the  whole  time  tbat  you  were  represent* 
ing  to  the  Government  your  suspicions  oi^  British 
expeditions.  Yet,  after  the  discovery  of  the  con- 
spiracy was  made  public,  you  formally  requested 
the  American  Government  to  punish  him  for  so 
scandalous  a  crime.  But  seeing  Mr.  Blount  was 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  not  a  subject 
;  of  Spain,  it  would  have  be^  decent  in  you  to 
have  left  bim  with  his  owa  Gtovernmeat  without 
interposing  your  advice.  But  especially  when 
you  knew  that  the  President  bad  laid  his  letter 
before  Congress,  and  the  two  Houses  were  delib- 
erating on  the  modes  of  punishing  him ;  when 
the  investigation  bad  proceeded  so  far  that  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  had  reported  a  resolution  to 
expel  Mr.  Blount  from  the  Senate,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  had  reported  a  resolution  that 
he  should  be  impeached  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors :  for  you  then  to  interfere  was  singu- 
larly improper:  and  it  was  such  an  ostentatioua 
display  of  zeal  as,  under  all  the  known  oircum- 
stances,  suggests  more  than  one  interpretation. 

"  11.  That  although,  in  all  your  official  commu- 
nications, you  have  always  maniiested  to  me  that 
the  American  OovernmeDt  knew  of  notliing  which 
indicateid  any  foundation  for  my  stispieions,  Mr. 
Biennis  letterelearly  proves  that  I  was  perfectly 
in  the  right." 

Answer.  This  remark  is  perfectly  inconsequen- 
tial: for  your  communications  exhibited  your  sus- 
picions of  projected  expeditions  only  from  Can- 
ada and  Gteorgia;  and  I  have  shown  that  Mr. 
Blount's  letter  nad  no  relation  to  either. 

I  thought  I  had  reached  the  end  of  your  crimi- 
nations: but  in  your  concluding  paragraph  yon 
accuse  me  of  an  unjust  partiality meaning,  no 
doubt,  towards  the  British  Minister  and  his  na- 
tion. The  details  I  have  givoi  in  this  letter,  I 
trust  will  abundantly  prove  that  tbis  charge  is  as 
unfounded  as  it  is  indecent,  Those  details  verify 
the  r^resentations  of  the  conduct  of  certain  Span- 
ish cheers  which  are  sivem  in  my  report  of  the 
3d  of  July  to  the  President.  If  the  truth  has  ex- 
cited any  nnpleaaant  seDsationa,  those  only  are  to 
blame  vniOBe  iignrioos  acts  oblwed  me  plainly  to 
deelare  it.  Instead  of  this  task,  I  should  have 
been  happy  to  execute  the  grateful  office  of  stating 
to  the  President  the  goM  faith  and  amicable 
manner  in  which  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty had  executed  the  Treaty  of  Frieikdship, 
Limits,  and  Navigation,  between  our  two  natioiu. 

You  think,  also,  that  my  report  to  the  Presi- 
dent is  not  calculated  to  strengthen  the  bonds  oi 

Digitized  tjy  Google 


3219 


APPENDIX. 


3220 


Rdatioiu  with  Spain. 


frieodship  which  unite  Spain  and  America. 
Frieodship,  sir,  cannot  subsist  without  mutual 
confidence ;  and  confidence  springs  from  sincerity. 
But  the  proceedings  of  the  Spanish  officers,  which 
are  the  subject  of  this  correspondence,  have  shaken 
the  confidence  of  the  Government  and  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States;  and  my  report  to  the 
President  only  exhibits  a  summary  of  those  pro- 
ceedings;  or,  rather,  the  plain  and  obrious  conclu- 
sions from  the  authentic  facts  and  circumstances 
detailed  in  the  documents,  then  and  before  pre- 
sented to  his  view.  And  I  dare  venture  to  say, 
that  erery  independent  American  has  from  the 
nme  premises  drawn  the  same  conclusions. 

Notniog,  air,  will  ^re  trun  satisfaclim  to  the 
QoremmeDt  and  citizens  of  the  United  States 
than  to  see  aach  a  change  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Spanish  officers  as  will  restore  confidence. 
The  change  would  he  easy  and  the  efiect  certain. 
Let  Uiem  withdraw  their  troops  and  garrisons 
from  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  Let 
them  commence  and  prosecute  the  running  of  the 
boundary  line.  Let  them  cease  to  stop,  control, 
or  regulate  the  passage  of  our  citizens  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, seeing  these  have  a  riebt  to  navigate  it 
with  perfect  freedom.  And  let  them  cease  to  send 
agents  or  emissaries  among  tbe  Indians  residing 
within  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  When 
they  shall  do  these  things,  (and  tbe  good  faith  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  pledged  in  tbe  treaty  ren- 
ders tfaeir'dotog  them  an  indispensableduty.)  then 
we  shall  forget  what  is  [nst ;  our  confidence  will 
return;  and  with  it  tluit  beneficial  intercourse 
and  those  friendly  acts  by  which  neighbors  may 
promote  each  other's  interests,  welfare,  and  hap- 
piness. And  for  such  a  state  of  things,  whatever 
yon  may  have  imagined  to  the  contrary,  no  one 
more  anlently  wishes,  and,  on  its  arrival,  no  one 
will  more  seriously  rejoice  than  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

No.  U. 
New  Yore,  Augtut  19,  1797. 
Sia:  The  day  bdbre  yesterday,  the  17th,  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant  was  received  at  my  bouse 
at  Philadelphia,  and  yesterday,  the  18th,  it  came 
to  my  hands  at  this  eity.  I  avail  myself  of  the 
first  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  raceipt  of  this 
yonc  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  July  last, 
and  as  the  examination  of  its  contents  would  lead 
w  to  an  endless  discussion,  I  confine  myself  to 
mention  to  you,  that  when  1  had  the  honor  of  giv- 
ing you  the  first  notice  relative  to  tbe  projected 
expedition  against  Louisiana,  with  all  the  parti- 
culars referred  to  in  my  said  letter,  you  were  alone 
in  your  cabinet ;  that  two  days  after  I  went  to 
speak  to  yon  on  another  subject  and  having  there 
met  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  McHenry,  I  em- 
braced the  opportunity  of  speaking  anew  concern- 
ing it;  and  if  then  I  spoke  in  general  terms,  it  was 
doubtless  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  what  I  bad 
communicated  so  shortly  before.  As  it  appears 
that  you  have  fo^tten  this  cinmmstance,  it  is 
not  extraordinary  that  it  should  have  cecaped 


Jrour  memory  in  tike  manner  with  all  the  partien- 
ars  of  my  first  conference,  mentioned  in  my  above 
cited  letter. 

I  ofier  myself  to  yonr  dispositioti,  and  hope  that 
God  will  preserve  you  many  years.  Yonr  moM 
obedient  servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DB  YRUJO. 
TiHOTBT  PioKERiNo,  Esq., 

Secr^arff  of  State. 

No.  15. 

PaiLADELPHiA,  OctobtT  9,  1797. 

Sir  :  When  the  King  my  master  appointed  me 
his  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  immediately  after  having  made  with 
them  a  treaty  the  most  liberal  and  generous,*  I 
flattered  myself  that  the  principal  exercise  of  my 
functions  would  be  to  give  and  receive  repeated 
proofs  of  the  union  and  friendship  so  intimate  by 
the  bands  of  that  treaty.  Instead  of  those  Aatta- 
ing  expectations,  jadge  of  my  feelings  on  seeing 
them  entirely  vanished,  and  finding  m  that  con- 
vention, which  I  trusted  would  forever  have  unit- 
ed us,  the  origin  of  disagreement  and  contention, 
unfortunately  too  well  founded  on  our  part. 

1  hare  before  made  known  to  you  the  just  mo- 
tives which  determined  the  Spanish  command- 
ants of  Louisiana  to  suspend  in  part  the  entire  ex- 
ecution of  the  treaty,  as  no  injury  to  the  United 
States  would  accrue  from  a  short  delay;  and  it 
might  occasion  great  injury  to  the  security  of  the 
possessions  of  the  King  to  abandon  certain  posts,  i 
which,  under  present  circumstances,  would  leave 
Louisiana  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  English,  and 
exposed  to  the  effects  of  the  evil  intention  of  some 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  have  also  here-  ' 
tofore  shown  to  yon  that  the  American  agents  at 
the  Natchez,  far  from  contributmg  to  preserve 
that  anion  and  harmony  which  H  so  smtabk  to 
the  two  nations,  conducted  themselves  in  a  man- 
ner highly  imprudent ;  and  even  that  I  had  rear* 
son  to  believe  that  tbey  intended  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  fort  by  surprise.  The  last  advices 
which  I  have  received  from  those  parts,  and  the 
documents  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  appear 
to  me  to  prove  it  in  such  manner,  that  I  can- 
not but  consider  those  suspicions  as  being  very 
well  founded. 

For  some  time  past  the  conduct,  in  this  respect, 
of  the  commandant  of  the  American  troops,  Mr. 
Piercy  Smith  Pope,  and  at  first  of  Mr.  Andrew  El- 
licott,  has  been  irregular,  provoking,  and,  in  aome 
degree,  hostile.  The  commandant,  Don  Sfanuel 
Grayoso,  had  positive  advice  that,  in  the  camp  of 
said  Pope,  a  great  number  of  ladders  were  mak-  I 
ing,  ana  tnat  arms  (annas  blaocas)  were  prepar- 


*  Although  you  <wly  chancterise  u  juH  the  stipa*  j 
lations  of  the  trea^  with  Spain,  I  will  take  the  13>w^ 
of  <riMerving,  that,  abstractedly  from  the  points  which 
I  touched  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  May,  the  Spanish  I 
sovereignty  over  the  Natchez  being  in  right  of  oonqueet  I 
at  the  period  of  the  peace  of  1783,  if  the  United  Stales 
obtained  this  poeseosion  fay  a  voluntary  conventiaBt  i 
diey  ewe  it  only  to  the^menintajlf  Spain,  | 
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ing,  erioeing  by  these  preparations  their  determi- 
DfttiOD  to  assault  the  fort.  The  firmnecs  and 
Tigilance  of  the  Governor,  Don  Manuel  Gayoso, 
appears  to  bare  indaced  them  to  alter  their  inten- 
tioDs,  and  being  well  persuaded  that  the  forts  of 
M^rne*  and  the  Natchez  could  not  be  taken,  either 
by  force  or  surprise,  they  availed  themseires  of 
some  profligate  people  to  fooieat  an  iasurrectioa, 
which  it  appears  was  to  have  taken  effect  on  the 
12th  of  June,  and  which  the  pradeoce  and  pre- 
pooderance  of  the  wealtliy  inhabitants  were  aloDe 
canible  effectually  to  stop. 

The  official  letters  of  Mr.  Pierey  Smith  Pope 
and  Mr.  Andrew  KUtcott,  numbered  3  and  4,  and 
the  documents  5  and  &  evidently  show  the  part 
whieh  both  of  them  took  in  that  popular  commo- 
UoD,  however  they  may  pretend  to  deny  it ;  since, 
aasnredly,  nothine  of  tins  kind  would  have  hap- 
pened ii^  they  bad  not  assumed,  without  any  au- 
thority whatever,  to  treat  of  and  determine  some 
points  and  discussions  of  a  political  nature,  for- 
eign to  their  commission,  with  a  publicity  and 
arrogance  calculated  to  compromit  the  two  Pow- 
ers, explaining  themselves  without  candor,  and 
with  intent  to  lead  astray  the  populace  on  the 
principal  point  of  the  difficulty  which  bad  occa- 
sioned a  wish  on  both  sides  for  an  explanation  of 
the  doubts  which  arose  respecting  the  treaty. 

If  their  conduct  has  been  provoking  and  insult- 
ing, their  language  towards  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment has  not  been  less  bo.  Mr.  Andrew  Elticott, 
in  his  letter  of  the  13th  of  June,  to  Don  Manuel 
(3ayoso,  says :  "  To  embrace  the  means  which  will 
finally  assure  to  them  their  happiness,  cannot  be 
censured (alluding  to  the  change  of  the  people 
of  the  Natchez  from  the  dominion  of  the  King  my 
master  to  that  of  the  United  States  0  this  is  clearly 
an  indirect  attack  upon  the  Spanish  Government, 
as  anjust  as  improper  on  the  part  of  an  agent  of  a 
friendly  nation. 

The  document  number  5,  signed  by  Mr.  EUi- 
cott  and  Piercy  Smith  Pope,  dated  the  l3tb  June, 
evidences,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  written, 
their  intentions  to  deceive  the  public.  At  that 
lime,  and  even  since,  they  neither  had,  nor  could 
have,  just  ground  for  officially  speaking  of  an  ap- 

Sroacbing  rupture  between  the  United  States  and 
ipain ;  yet  you  will  see,  that  they  speak  of  it  as 
n  thing  at  hand,  and  almost  inevitable,  relying 
only  on  the  preparations  for  self-defence  made  in 
some  forts  on  the  hanks  of  the  Missisnppij  and 
which  they  knew  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
tended expedition  of  the  English. 
The  whole  tenor  of  their  correspondence,  and 

n'cularly  the  document  number  6,  leaves  no 
it  that  these  agents  have  interfered  in  politi- 
cal matters  utterly  foreign  to  their  commission, 
engaging  themselves  to  co-operate  with  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  obtain  ihe  due  execution  of 
justice,  and  approving  of  the  propoeitions  pre- 
sented to  Governor  Gayoso. 

The  repeated  declarations  you  have  made  to  me, 
that  the  intention  and  desire  of  the  United  States 
are  to  preserve  peace  and  a  good  understanding 
with  Spain,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  that  the 
scandalous  and  insulting  condaet  of  Mr.  BUieott 


at  first,  and  finally  of  Captain  Piercy  Smith  Pope, 
is  purely  arbitrary,  without  any  other  guide  than 
their  passions  and  individual  interests ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  I  can  do  no  less  than  to  apply  to 
yon,  in  the  name  of  the  King  my  master,  in  order 
that,  for  such  repeated  insults,  there  may  be  given 
to  us  due  satisfaction^  as  necessary  to  Spain  as 
becoming  for  the  United  States.  God  preserve 
you  many  years.  Your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DE.  YRUJO. 

TiMOTHT  PlOKBRINO,  Esq., 

Secretaiy  of  State. 

The  documents  referred  to  in  the  preceding  let- 
ter are — 

No.  1.  Governor  Gayoso's  letter  of  June  13,  to 
Mr.  EUicoit.  This  is  the  same  with  tbe  docu- 
ment No.  3,  before  inserted.   See  page  3192. 

No,  2,  A.  Governor  Gayoso's  letter  to  Identen- 
ant  P.  Pope,  of  June  13. 

No.  3,  A.  Lieutenant  Pope^  answer  of  the  same 
date. 

No.  4.  Mr.  Silicon's  answer  to  Governor  Gay- 
oso, of  June  13.  This  is  the  same  as  the  docu- 
ment No.  3,  before  inserted.    See  page  3193. 

No.  5,  A.  Advice  from  Mr.  Ellicott  and  Lieu- 
tenant Pope,  to  the  people,  to  remain  quiet. 

No.  6.  Their  approbation  of  the  articles  of  pa- 
cification between  Governor  Gayoso  and  the  in- 
habitants. This  is  the  same  as  the  preceding  docu- 
ment No.  7.   See  page  3197. 

No.  2— A. 
GovMnmr  Gi7<wo  to  Coptam  P<^. 

Natchez,  June  13, 1797. 

Sir  :  From  repeated  information  of  which  I  am 
possessed,  it  appears  certain  (and  the  conduct  of 
some  of  tne  inhabitants  of  this  Government  equally 
manifest  it)  that  a  number  of  the  subjects  of  His 
Majesty  meditate  and  intend  to  rise  and  bostilely 
attack  the  fort,  unmindful  of  the  oath  of  fidelity 
which  they  have  taken,  and  of  the  benign  protec- 
tion which  the  Government  has  dispensed  to 
them  for  many  years,  and  declaring  themselves, 
as  it  is  said,  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  is  also  further  asserted,  that  they  do 
it  by  your  instigation,  and  that  they  have  in  tneir 
possession  a  paper  in  which  you  give  authority^  to 
them  in  their  rebellious  designs,  and  by  which 
you  promise  them  your  protection,  and  to  fumiah 
them  the  means  of  putting  them  into  execution.^ 

I  cannot  persuade  mysdf  that  you  would  act  in 
so  unlawful  a  manner  as  to  be  tbe  promoter  and 
an  active  party  in  an  insurrection  which  will  in- 
evitably terminate  in  a  rupture  between,  the  two 
na  tions,  and  the  total  ruin  of  this  district  and  its 
inhabitants:  wherefore.  I  pray  you  to  inform  me 
positively  whether  sucn  is,  or  is  not,  your  inten- 
tion, in  order  that  I  may  notify  it  to  the  Com- 
mandant General  of  this  province,  that  it  may  be 
communicated  to  His  Majesty.  And  if  you  per- 
sist in  the  same  opinion,  from  this  moment  I  pro- 
test solemnly,  in  the  name  of  my  said  Command- 
ant General,  against  a  condnct  so^egular,  inak- 
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iBff  yoa  responsible  for  the  fatal  eoDNqaenceii 
wnieh  ma/  flow  it. 

I  repeat  the  request  to  you  to  give  me  a  cate- 
gorical answer  on  this  safagectjUid  f  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  eoDsideratioB,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient 
serrant, 

BIANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LBMOS. 

No.»-A. 
Liratoiuit  Pope  to  Gorentor  Gayoeo. 

Camp  at  the  Natchez, 

JuTu  13, 1797. 

Sir  :  I  hare  receired  your  letter  of  this  date,  in 
answer  to  which  I  must  avail  myself  of  aoterior 
occurrences.  Did  you  not,  shortly  after  my  arri- 
val here,  positively  gire  it  to  be  understooid  that 
you  intended  to  evacuate  this  post,  as  being  within 
the  territory  of  the  Uaited  States?  In  attending 
to  your  first  correspondence,  I  presume  you  can- 
Dot  impate  to  me  the  charge  of  ineonsistency  and 
impropriety.  If  your  OoTernment  feels  the  ne- 
eciaity  of  breaking  its  engagements,  uid  if,  on 
this  very  account,  the  people  become  irritated 
against  it,  as  I  bare  not  been  the  first  womoter 
of  the  deceit,  so  I  am  as  little  responsible  for  the 
event.  I  consider  myself  as  the  person  appointed 
by  my  Government  to  take  possession  of  toe  post 
of  the  Natchez:  you  admitted  it  in  ^e  banning, 
and  I,  consequently,  have  a  right  to  sustain  it. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  chosen  me  to  defend  their  right.  Af- 
ter reflecting  maturely  on  every  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  is  surprising  that  you  should  yet  consider 
the  people  m  the  Natchez  as  subjects  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty.  But  you  appear  to  me  to  re- 
quest that  I  should  give  you  positive  answers  to 
general  questions. 

Hare  you  endeavored  to  instigate  the  people  of 
this  eoantrr  to  act  faostilely  against  the  interests 
ti  His  Catholic  Majesty  ?  Have  you  stirred  np 
tiie  people  to  take  the  fort  ?  or,  have  you  moved 
•r  incited  them  to  other  hostile  objects  1 

To  eacb  of  these  questions  I  answer  positively, 
DO ;  but  as  commandant  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
flutes  at  the  lower  posts,  I  most  assure  you,  that 
the  landing  of  any  troops,  or  the  repairing  of  the 
fortifications  of  the  territory  in  question,  will  be 
ecmsidered  as  an  attack  upon  the  dignity  and  the 
honor  of  my  country,  and  I  shall  conceive  myself 
bound  by  duty  to  act  conformably  to  my  present 
•entiments.  I  cannot,  nevertheless,  as  far  as  re- 
spects myself,  omit  informing  you,  tnat  any  agree- 
ment upon  just  principles  will  meet  my  appro- 
bation. 

PIERCY  SMITH  POPE, 
Cbm'A  of  U.  S.  troopt  on  the  Mim. 
Senor  Dok  M.  OAToao  De  Lsnoa. 

No.  5— A. 
Copy  of  a  p^par  wlueh  ms  cnenlated. 

Natchez,  June  13, 1797. 
We,  the  subscribers,  have  no  knowledge  of  our 
country  being  now  at  war  j  but  from  ^  boitUe 


preparations  which  the  officers  of  His  Catholie 
Majesty  are  Diaking  in  these  parts,  we  are  in- 
duced to  bdiere  thai  war  is  not  very  distant,  and 
until  the  eommeneement  of  hostilities  aninst  the 
United  States,  those  who  consider  tbemselvn 
citizens  thereof  will  respect  all  descriptions  of  per- 
sons and  things. 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT, 

Commiatimer    the  U.S. 

PIERCY  SMITH  POPE, 
Cbm'fft  of  U.  a.  troopt  aa  tkt  Min. 

No.  16. 

The  Oheraliet  da  rnijo  to  the  BMnHaxj  oS9titt. 

Phii^delphu,  Nov.  21, 1797. 

Sir  :  Althou^  the  answer  which  yon  gave  to 
the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  writinr  to  yon  on  the 
6th  of  May  last,  excited  in  me  all  the  observations 
which  I  shall  now  preiient  to  you  in  this,  wishing, 
upon  the  whole,  that  the  interests  of  America 
would  induce  its  Administration  to  adopt  the 
conciliatory  mode  which  I  proposed  to  you,  that 
of  giving  to  the  American  Pleaipotentianes  go-  | 
ing  to  Paris  the  necessary  instmcttoos  for  adjnst-  I 
ing  the  diS*erences  with  Spain,  I  at  that  time  ab-  I 
stained  from  entering  into  a  reply ;  which,  al-  | 
though  well  founded,  might  not,  perhaps,  contn-  | 
bate  so  much  to  the  good  intelligence  betweoi 
Spain  and  the  United  States  as  the  idea  which  I  j 
Uien  suggested  to  you,  and  have  just  now  men- 
tioned.  The  lively  desire  which  I  hare  had,  aad 
still  have,  not  to  see  interrupted  the  harmony  be- 
tween these  two  nations,  has  caused  me  to  view 
with  r^ret,  after  sereral  weeks  silence,  your  di»- 
appointment  in  supposing  that  the  reasons  upon 
which  yonr  answer  is  founded  were  sufficient  to 
convince  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the  impair 
tiality  and  good  &ith  <^  the  United  Slates  od  this 
point.   My  suspicions  have  been  verified,  and 
vour  expectations  are  entirely  frustrated  by  the 
late  order  that  I  have  just  received  from  the  King 
my  master. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  has  not  observed  in  the 
said  answer  from  ^ou,  any  reason  to  induce  him 
to  change  his  opinion  concerning  the  injuries  re- 
snlting  to  his  subjects  from  the  stipulations  of  the 
English  Treaty,  compared  with  those  of  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  as  well  on  the  subject  of  the 
artiel^  of  contraband,  as  on  the  principle  adopt- 
ed in  ours,  **that  free  ships  should  make  nee 
goods,"  dbe. 

But  what  has  most  astonished  HisBilajestr,  and 
confirmed  him  in  the  justice  of  his  pretrasioos,  is 
what  yon  have  said  in  your  ansvrer  with  regard 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  I  am  or- 
dered, therefore,  on  a  review  of  the  whole,  to 
make  to  this  Oovemment,  through  yon,  the  'fol- 
lowing observations : 

When  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
on  the  15th  of  May,  1793,  wrote  to  Mr.  Temani, 
then  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  re- 
claiming the  English  ship  Orange,  captured  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware  by  the  frigate 

Ambuscade,  belonging  to  the  RepaUie,  he  ae- 
eompuied  his  letter  witli  ^e^piiuoB  of  Mr.  Ran- 
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d<rfph,  Attorney  GeDeral  of  the  United  States,  id 
which  the  right  of  reclamation  iras,  among  otoer 
r^astms,  fonaded  on  the  foUowiDg : 

"  That  the  whole  of  its  descent  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean  is  covered  on  each  side  by  the  territory  of 
the  United  States :  that  from  tide  water  to  the 
distanee  of  about  sixty  miles  from  the  Atlftotic 
ocean,  it  is  called  the  river  Delaware. 

^  That  its  mouth  is  formed  by  the  capes  Hen- 
lopen  and  May ;  the  former  belon^n^  to  the 
State  of  Delaware  in  property  and  jonsdietioo ; 
the  latter  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

"  That  the  Delaware  does  not  lead  from  the 
sea  to  the  dominioDs  of  any  foreign  nation. 

'*The  corner  stone  of  our  claim  is,  that  the 
United  States  are  proprietors  of  the  lands  on  both 
sides  of  the  Delaware,  from  its  head  to  its  entraoee 
into  the  sea. 

"  A  river,  considered  merely  as  such,  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people  through  whose  lands  its  flows, 
or  or  him  under  whose  jurisdiction  that  people  is," 
Cnrf.b.2,c.2,U2. 

*•  Rivers  might  be  held  in  property,  though 
neither  where  they  rise,  nor  where  they  discharge 
themselves,  be  within  oar  territory,  but  they  join 
both,  or  the  sea.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the 
la^r  part  of  water,  that  is,  the  sides,  is  shut  up 
in  our  t>anks,  and  that  the  river,  in  respect  of  our 
land,  is  itself  small  and  insignificant."  Grot.  b. 
2,  c.  3,  §  7.  And  Barbegroe'^  in  his  note  subjoins 
that  neither  of  those  is  necessary. 

"  Rivers  may  be  the  m-operty  of  whole  States." 
Puff.  b.  2,  c.  3,  §  4.  "  To  render  a  thing  capable 
of  "being  appropriated,  it  is  not  strictly  necessary 
that  we  shoula  enclose,  or  be  able  to  enclose  it 
vithin  artificial  hoaads,  or  such  as  are  different 
from  its  own  snbttaDce ;  it  is  suAcient  if  the  com- 
paas  and  extent  of  it  can  be  any  way  datermined. 
And,  therefore,  GroHut  hath  given  himsdf  a  need- 
less trouble  when,  to  prove  rivers  capable  of  proper- 
ty, he  useth  this  argument,  that  although  they  are 
bounded  by  the  land  at  neither  end^  but  united  to 
the  other  rivers  or  the  sai,  yet  it  is  enough  that 
the  greater  part  of  them,  that  is.  their  sides,  are 
enclosed."   Pu^.  b.  4.  c.  5,  §  3. 

"  When  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  country, 
in  order  to  settle  there,  it  poHsesses  everythioe  in- 
cluded in  it.  as  lands,  lakes,  and  rivers."  Vattd, 
b.  1,  c.  22,  §  266. 

^  Congress,  too,  have  acted  on  these  ideas,  when, 
ia  their  collection  of  laws,  they  ascribe  to  a  Sute 
the  rivers  wholly  within  that  State. 

The  gulfs  and  channels,  or  arms  of  the  sea, 
are,  aceordiog  to  the  regular  course,  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  people  with  whose  lands  they  are 
CBCompaased.*'   Puf.  b.  4,  c.  5,  §  8. 

"These  remarks  may  be  enun/eed  by  asking, 
What  nation  can  be  iojured  in  its  rights  by  tlu 
Delaware  being  appropriated  to  the  United  States? 
And  to  what  degree  may  not  the  United  States 
be  injured  on  the  contrary  ground  t  It  commu- 
nicates with  no  foreign  domuioo." 

What  a  multitude  of  consequences  may  be 
drawn  from  the  application  of  these  prineiides, 

*  Meviiig  Borkym 


established  by  the  American  Administration  four 
years  ago,  with  r^ard  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi !  The  powerful  arms  held  therein  hf 
Spain  for  obstructing  this  navigation,  her  not 
having  made  use  of  them,  and  her  having  insisted 
in  a  manner  so  explicit  and  positive  that  the  eitip 
zeus  of  the  United  States  alone  should  have  m 
right  to  the  advantages  of  this  river,  are  a  eoo- 
vincing  and  incootestable  |ffoof  of  the  good  faith 
and  upright  inteations  of  Spain.  But  the  privi- 
lege of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  to  navi- 
gate the  said  river  to  the  ocean  not  being  bow 
doubted,  let  ns  t^oit  this  point,  in  order  to  treat 
alone  of  that  which  regards  the  right  acknow- 
ledged to  England  by  the  American  Administra- 
tion for  the  enjoyment  of  its  advantages. 

What  does  Spain  wish  or  desire?  That  the 
American  citizens  alone,  of  all  the  foreign  na- 
tions, should  enjoy  the  privilege  of  this  navigap 
tion.  What  does  the  American  Administration 
wish  or  desire  1  That  it  should  not  be  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  alone  who  should  reajs  the  advaof- 
tages  of  it  From  this  diflerenee  of  pretensions, 
it  would  appear  that  Spain  defends  the  interests 
of  America  more  than  the  Administration  itself. 

You  say  in  your  answer,  to  me  of  the  17th  oi 
May,  "  But  I  might  deny  that  the  United  States 
ever  granted  the  right  of  navigating  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Grebt  Britain.  A  recurrence  to  the  trea- 
ties to  which  you  refer,  will  prove  that  she  pos- 
sessed that  right  by  the  peace  of  1763 ;  and  thai 
she  has  never  formally  relinquished  it."  In  an- 
other paragraph  of  the  same  letter  you  add,  "  By 
the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  the  3d 
of  September,  1783,  the  latter  ceded  to  Spain 
East  Florida,  as  also  West  Florida ;  but  the  nver 
Mississippi,  as  you  observe,  is  not  even  mentioned 
in  the  Treaty.  What  is  the  just  inference  from 
this  cireumstanee  the  United  States  need  not  de- 
cide. Doubtless  Great  Briuin  conceived  it  im- 
portant to  bold  a  right  to  the  navigation  of  it,  and 
all  parties  at  that  time  certainly  supposed  that 
parts  of  her  territories  joined  its  Eastern  side, 
and  probably  no  one  can  now  say  they  do  not." 

If  it  be  certain  that  the  United  States  never 
have  granted  to  England  the  right  of  navigating 
the  Mississippi  to  the  ocean,  it  is  ootwithstandi&ff 
very  evident  that  they  have  acknowledged  it  with 
every  solemnity,  as,appears  by  the  toeaty  of  178^ 
by  that  of  commerce,  and  lastly  by  the  explanato- 
ry article,  signed  on  the  4th  of  May,  1796.  How 
then  could  you  say  to  me,  "What  is  the  just  in- 
ference from  this  circumstance,  the  United  States 
need  not  decide  V*  Have  they  not  decided  as  pos- 
itively, as  fiivorabty  for  England,  byacknowledg- 
ing  the  claim  to  an  unjust  right  ?  Which  of  tfie 
principles  established  by  the  t^cers  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, in  relation  to  the  Delaware,  in  the 
case  of  the  ship  Gran^^,  will  apply  to  England  in 
leUtion  to  the  Mississiupi  ?  For  instance,  is  its 
source  in  the  British  dominions?  Does  it  nm 
through  their  provinces  or  discharge  itself  in  their 
possessions  t  But  you  say  that  when,  by  the  trea- 
ty of  17S3,  England  ceded  to  Spain  East  and  West 
Florida,  siie  did  not  oiake  mention  of  the  Missis 
dnu;  but  the  Attorney  Qennal  of  the  UniMd 
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States  established  io  the  case  of  the  Grange,  the 
principle  of  Vattel,  that  "  when  a  nation  takes 
possession  of  a  country,  in  order  to  settle  there,  it 
possesses  ererything  included  in  it,  as  lands,  lakes, 
rivers of  course  when  Great  Britain  ceded  East 
and  West  Florida,  she  likewise  ceded  the  lands, 
lakes,  and  rivers,  the  right  of  which  she  might 
have  held  in  the  said  possessions.  By  the  princi- 
ple established  by  you  that  she  had  not  expressly 
renounced  it,  having  made  no  mention  of  the  riv- 
ers Apalachicola,  Mobile  or  Alabama,  and  others, 
the  United  States  might  belteve  themselves  in  like 
maimer  authorized  to  rec<^i8e  the  navigation  in 
&vor  of  Eoglaod,  because  they  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  treaty.  France  also  might  claim  the  navi- 
^tion  of  the  Mississtppi,  since  in  the  act  of  ces- 
sion to  Spain  of  New  Orleans,  she  did  not  express- 
ly renounce  the  navi^tion  of  this  river.  By  this 
same  principle  the  United  States  might  suppose 
themselves  authorized  to  recognise  to  France  the 
right  of  navigating  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
ease  is  absolutely  similar.  France  does  not  hold 
an  inch  of  land  on  its  borders ;  England  does  not 
possess  a  thumb's  breadth  on  those  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, The  river  St.  Lawrence  neither  has  its 
source,  runs  through. .  nor  empties  in,  the  posses- 
sions of  France.  Tne  Mississippi  neither  has  its 
origin,  runs  through,  nor  empties  in,  the  domin- 
ions of  England.  France  once  had  the  right  of 
navigating  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  because  she 
had  possessions  on  its  borders.  England  also  once 
enjoyed  the  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, because  she  had  possessions  on  its  margins. 
In  the  cession  of  Canada,  no  mention  is  made  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  although  it  speaks  of  isl- 
ands. Nor  is  the  Mississippi  named  in  the  cessi[>o 
of  the  Floridas.  The  case,  then,  is  absolutely  simi- 
lar. If  the  United  States,  although  they  did  not 
grant,  should  acknowledge  to  Prance  the  right  of 
navigating  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  would  not  Eng- 
land, with  infinite  reason,  consider  herself  as  justly 
offended?  Why,  therefore,  when  the  United  States 
acknowledge  to  Englaod  a  right  as  unjust,  with 
regard  to  Spain,  as  prejudicial  to  the  American 
citizen^  should  not  Spain  look  upon  herself  as  of- 
fended and  insulted  1  I  repeat  the  tract  of  Vattel, 
"When  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  country,  in 
order  to  settle  there,  it  posses&es  everytbii^  in- 
cluded in  it,  as  lands,  lakes,  rivers." 

Afterwards,  touching  the  subject  whether  the 
possessions  border  on  the  Mississtppi,  or  not,  you 
add,  "  and  probably  no  one  can  now  sar  they  do 
not."  I  can  assure  you  they  do  not.  The  late 
discoveries  of  McKenzie,  and  the  best  map  that 
has  hitherto  been  published  of  North  America,  in 
London,  about  eighteen  months  ago,  by  A.  Arrow- 
smith,  evidence  that  the  true  origin  of  the  Missis- 
sippi IS  in  the  White  Bear  Lake,  and  that  from  that 
point  its  waters  do  not  touch  any  English  territo- 
ry. If  other  testimony  were  necessary,  I  should 
not  seek  it  abroad.  At  BAilford,  in  Co&Deeticiit, 
there  now  lives  Mr.  Peter  Pond,  who  has  been  em- 
ployed seventeen  years  in  the  service  of  the  Hud- 
stm  Bay  Company ;  has  passed  over  and  examined 
all  those  rwions }  has  been  at  the  same  origin  of 
the  Mississippi,  that  is,  at  White  Bear  Lake,  and 


has  formed  a  valuable  map,  which  he  now  pre- 
serves in  manuscript,  and  which  confirms  that  the 
English  have  not  a  foot  of  land  on  the  borders  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Having,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  completely 
confuted  the  most  essential  part  of  the  answer 
which  you  gave  to  my  said  letter  of  the  6th  Hay, 
and  having  piOTed  to  demonstration  the  just  mo- 
tives which  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  for  being 
offended  with  the  explanatory  article  s^ed  by 
you  and  Mr.  Bond,  on  the  4tb  of  May,  1796,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  ask  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
King  my  master,  whether  the  United  States  con- 
template, or  not,  the  performance  of  the  above 
mentioned  treaty  in  this  particular? 

I  tender  you  my  services,  and  hope  that  the 
Lord  may  preserve  yon  many  yean.  Your  most 
obedient  servant, 

CARLOS  M.  DE  YRUJO. 
T.  PiCKBBiHO,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State. 

No.  17. 
[for  the  AUaOBA.] 

To  the  Native  American : 

The  punctuality  with  which  I  have  answered 
the  letters  you  addressed  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ym- 
jo,  and  the  defence  you  have  taken  on  yourself^  is 
well  of  Mr.  Pickering  as  of  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain,  authorize  me  in  directing  this  letter  to 
you,  and  imposes  on  you  the  obligation  of  answer- 
ing it.  Previous  to  my  entering  on  the  principal 
object  of  it,  permit  me,  sir,  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions. 

Since  our  correspondence  has  ceased,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  bis  Council  have  declarM 
that  they  should  not  consider  in  Eugland,  as  Amer- 
ican citizens,  those  who  have  been  naturalized 
since  the  acKnpwledgment  of  our  independence. 
This  tyrannical  declaration,  contrary  to  alt  the 
principles  of  natural  right,  acknowledged  by  the 
first  publicists,  which,  as  it  injures  a  great  number 
of  individuals  in  this  country,  and  wounds,  at  the 
same  time,  the  sacred  right  of  its  sovereignty,  I 
expected  would  have  excited  in  you,  sir,  that  fer^ 
vent  zeal  with  which  you  have  appeared  to  defend 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  dispute  re- 
specting the  delivery  of  the  posts  and  the  line  of 
demarcation  with  the  Spaniards.  From  whence, 
then,  arises  this  sUence  ?  Are  you  ignorant  of  the 
effects  of  this  determination  which  extends  the 
oppression  of  Great  Britain  to  the  very  wilds  of 
America  1  Can  you  be  ignorant  that  the  three- 
fifths  of  that  active  and  valuable  class  of  citizens 
which  export  the  produce  of  the  country,  equip 
the  ships  which  carry  the  American  flag  to  the 
extremities  of  the  earth,  and  which  supports  cot 
fisheries,  in  the  perfect  confidence  and  security  ot 
being  protected  by  that  Government  to  wnnn 
they  have  sworn  allegiance,  are  thereby  entirdy 
thrown  on  the  mercy  of  England  t  And  do  yon 
not  foresee  that  its  immediate  consequence  is  au- 
thorizing the  British  ships  of  war  hereafter  to 
seize  the  crews  of  our  vessels  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  right?  Where,  then,  is  this  zeal  of 
your^  which  resounded  in  every  gazette,  when  the 
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subject  in  questioD  was  merely  a  momentary  sus- 
pension of  a  part  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  al- 
though this  nation  bad  the  most  powerful  motives 
for  so  doing  t  What  has  become  of  the  phalanx 
of  scribblers,  at  whose  bead  you  appeared,  with 
Fenno  and  the  mighty  Poreupina  to  defend  vig- 
oroQsly  the  rights  of  America  ?  Surely,  neither 
you  nor  any  other  person  whatever  will  pretend  to 
deny,  or  even  express  a  doubt,  that  the  above-men- 
ed  declaration  of  the  British  Monarch  does  not 
Tiolate  them  in  a  most  unjust  and  hostile  manner. 
From  whence,  then,  so  much  noise  and  clamor 
when  treating  of  the  affairs  in  dispute  with  Spain  ? 
And  from  whence  arises  that  servile  silence  io  a 
Native  American,  when  the  question  is  to  defend 
his  country  against  the  tyranny  of  England  ?  This 
difference  of  conduct  confirms  my  suspicions  of 
your  being  a  mere  British  hireling,  who  has  as- 
sumed a  resfwct^ble  title  in  order  the  more  easily 
to  deceive  the  good  faith  and  candor  of  your  read- 
ders ;  but  fortunatelv  rou  have  completely  un- 
loasked  yourself^  and  tne  public  may  now  jud^ 
the  d^ree  of  &ith  and  confidence  lo  be  placed  m 

Sour  productions.  Bat  to  return  to  the  afiairs  of 
pain. 

In  my  former  letters  I  think  I  evidently  proved 
the  injustice  of  your  attacks  against  Spam  and  its 
Ministers.  I  thmh  I  have  sufficiently  yhown  that 
the  projects  of  Blount,  and  the  intended  expedi- 
tion of  the  English  against  the  possessions  of  His  i 
Catholic  Majesty,  have  justified  the  retention  of 
tbe  posts,  as  the  most  imminent  danger  might  have 
arisen  by  their  delivery.  I  shall  now  endeavor  to 
^ve  fresh  proofs  of  our  Administration's  not  act- 
ing towards  Spain  with  that  equity,  justice,  and 
honor,  which  a  sound  policy  requires,  and  which 
certainly  apperfains  to  a  nation  that  calls  itself 
Dentral,  and  affects  lo  be  strictly  so. 

Ever  since  exterior  commerce  and  navijgation, 
■which  is  its  cooseqaence,  have  infiaenced  in  poli- 
ties, mercantile  connexions  have  been  considered 
die  links  which  unite  most  one  nation  with  ano- 
ther. Those  mercantile  relations  consist  in  mutual 
wants  and  reciprocal  means  of  satisfying  them. 
From  such  evident  principles,  it  results  that  there 
exists  few  nations  which  would  and  ought  to  es- 
tablish a  more  intimate  connexion  than  the  United 
States  and  Spain.  Our  flourj  plank,  timber,  pitch, 
and  the  articles  of  salt  provisions,  can  always  find 
a  sure  and  advantageous  market  in  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  dominions,  both  in  Europe  and  Ameri- 
ca: oo  the  other  band,  the  wine,  brandies,  oil,  and 
fruits  of  Spain,  the  coffee  and  sugar  of  her  colo- 
nies, are  articles  we  are  in  want  of.  Behold  here 
the  basis  of  a  perfect  union  and  friendship^  which 
open  an  extensive  field  for  speculation  with  mu- 
tual advanta^.  His  Catholic  Majesty  made  the 
first  Rtep  towards  the  onion,  by  concluding  with 
the  United  Stales  a  very  liberal  treaty,  establish- 
ed on  the  principles  of  sound  policy;  and  when 
we  ought  to  have  expected  that  our  Administra* 
tion  would  endeavor  to  tighten  the  bands  of  friend- 
ship with  a  nation  from  whom  so  many  advantages 
would  have  accrued,  it  signed  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1796,  only  a  few  months  after  concluding  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  an  explanatory  article  to  that  part  of 


the  English  Treaty  which  regards  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  acknowledging  to  the  English 
a  right  to  the  said  navigation.  In  order  to  con- 
vince  every  impartial  American  of  the  injustice  of 
this  proceeding,  I  shall  not  seek  in  any  foreign  text 
for  argumeote  on  which  lo  gronnd  mine.  The 
principles  established  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  three  or  four  years  ago,  will  be  the  basis  ai 
my  observations. 

When  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
wrote  on  tbe  15th  of  May,  1793,  to  M.  de  Ter- 
nant,  then  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,, 
claiming  the  British  ship  Grange,  taken  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Delaware^  by  tbe  French  frigate 
1' Ambuscade,  he  communicated  to  him  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
in  which,  among  others,  he  founded  his  claim  oa 
the  following  reasons : 

"  That  the  whole  of  its  descent  (the  river  Dela- 
ware) to  the  Atlantic  ocean  is  covered  on  each 
side  by  territory  of  the  United  States. 

"  That  from  tide^water  lo  the  distance  of  about 
sixty  miles  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  it  is  called 
the  river  Delaware. 

That  its  mouth  is  formed  by  the  Capes  Henlo- 
penandMay;  the  former  belonging  to  the  State 
of  Delaware,  in  property  and  jurisdiction:  thelat- 
ter  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

"  That  the  Delaware  does  not  lead  from  the  sea 
to  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  nation. 

"Tbe  cornerstone  of  our  claim  is,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  proprietors  of  the  land  on  both  sides 
of  the  Delaware,  from  its  head,  to  its  entrance  into 
the  sea. 

*'A  river,  considered  merely  as  such,  is  the 
property  of  the  people  through  whose  land  it  flows, 
or  of  him  under  whose  jurisdiction  that  people 
is."    Grot.  b.  2.  c.  2.  §  12. 

"  Rivers  might  be  held  in  property,  though  nei- 
ther where  they  rise  nor  woere  they  discharge 
themselves  be  within  our  territory,but  they  join  to 
both,  or  the  sea.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the 
larger  part  of  water  (that  is,  the  sides)  is  shut  up 
in  our  banks^  and  that  the  river,  in  respect  of  onr 
land,  is  itself  small  and  insignificant."  Grotiiu, 
b.  2.  c,  3,  §  7 ;  and  Barbegroe,  in  his  note,  subjoins 
that  neither  of  those  is  necessary. 

•'Rivers  may  be  the  property  of  whole  States." 
Fuf.  b.  3,  c.  3,  §  4. 

"To  render  a  thing  capable  of  being  appropriat- 
ed, it  is  not  strictly  necessary  that  we  shoulo  en- 
close it,  or  be  able  to  enclose  within  artificial 
bounds,  or  such  as  are  different  from  its  own  sub- 
stance ;  it  is  sufiScient  if  the  compass  and  extent  of 
it  can  be  any  way  detennined:  and,  thertfore, 
Grotiia  has  given  himself  a  needless  trouble  when, 
to  prove  rivers  capable  of  property,  he  useth  this 
argument — that,  although  they  are  bounded  by 
the  land  at  neither  end^  but  united  to  the  other 
rivers,  or  the  sea,  yet  it  is  enough  that  the  greater 
part  of  them  (that  is,  their  sides)  are  enclosed." 
K/:b.4,c.5,§3. 

"  When  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  country, 
in  order  to  settle  there,  it  possesses  everything  in- 
cluded in  it,  as  lands,  lakc»,  rivers."  Fattel,  b.  1, 
e.  22, §266. 


Digitized  tjy 


3231 


APPENDIX. 


3232 


Relatiotw  witk  iSpatn. 


"  Congress,  too,  have  acted  on  these  ideas,  when, 
in  their  collection  of  laws,  tbey  ascribe  to  a  State 
the  rivers  wholly  within  that  State. 

"  The  gulfit  and  channels,  or  arms  of  the  sea,  are, 
aceordine  to  the  regular  course,  supposed  lo  be- 
long to  the  people  with  whose  lands  they  are  en- 
comMtBsed."   Pu^.  b.  4,  c.  5,  §  8. 

"  These  remarks  ma^  be  enforced  by  asking, 
what  nation  can  be  injured  in  its  rights  by  the 
Delaware  being  ap[HX>priated  to  the  United  States  ? 
And  to  what  degree  may  not  the  United  States 
be  injured  on  the  contrary  ground  1  It  commu- 
nicates with  no  foreign  dominion." 

Now,  Mr.  Nativt  American,  what  a  multitude 
of  consequences  could  we  not  draw  by  an  appli- 
cation of  these  principles  (established  by  our  Ad- 
ministration four  years  ago)  to  the  subject  re- 
specting the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi !  What 
powerful  arms  was  it  not  in  the  hands  of  Spain 
to  have  refused  us  this  navigation!  Not  to  have 
made  use  of  them,  and  her  insisting,  in  an  explicit 
and  positive  manner,  that  the  citizens  alone  of  the 
United  States  should  have  a  right  to  the  advanta- 
ges of  this  rirer,  evidently  proves  her  good  faith 
and  sound  intentions.  But,  as  the  ri^t  which 
the  Americans  have  to  navigate  this  nver  to  the 
very  ocean  is  no  longer  doubtful,  let  us  quit  this 
topic,  and  treat  only  of  that  with  respect  to  the 
tight  acknowledged  by  our  Administration  in  fa- 
vor of  Enjgland  to  these  advantages. 

What  does  Spain  wish  for,  or  desire  ?  That,  of 
all  foreign  nations,  the  Americans  alone  should 
enjoy  the  privil^e  of  this  navigation.  And  what 
is  the  wish  and  desire  of  our  Administration? 
That  the  citizens  of  America  should  not  be  the 
only  people  to  enjov  its  advantages.  From  this  it 
evidently  results  that  the  King  of  Spain  is  the 
defender  of  the  interests  of  America,  and  that  our 
Administration,  instead  of  promoting  it,  has  mean- 
ly sacrificed  it  to  England.  Impartial  Americans, 
who  love  your  country  with  more  sincerity  than 
the  Native  American^  to  whom  I  address  ibis  let^ 
ter,  let  your  attention  rest  awhile  on  the  present 
subject,  and  you  will  evidently  see  I  do  not  exag- 

Srate,  when  I  tell  you  that,  in  this  respect,  our 
dminiatration  has  basely  sacrificed  our  advanta- 
ges by  their  unjust  [mrtiality  to  Great  Britain.  In 
order  to  make  this  more  evident,  examine  the  an- 
swer given  by  Mr.  Pickering  on  the  17th  of  May, 
to  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo's  letter  of  tbe  6th  of  the 
same  month ;  in  it  you  will  see  that  tbe  Secretary 
of  State  of  a  neutral  nation,  precisely  in  a  mo- 
ment when  this  Administration  is  taxed  of  being 
unjustly  partial  to  England,  instead  of  effacing 
this  impression  by  a  line  of  conduct  strictly  neu- 
tral, takes  upon  himself  to  defend  the  cause  and 
interests  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Pickering,  attack- 
ed by  the  strength  of  the  Chevalier  de  Yrujo's  ar- 
guments, says :  "  But  I  might  denv  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  erergranted  the  right  ofnavigating  the 
Misbissippi  to  Great  Britain  ;  a  recurrence  to  the 
treaties  to  which  you  refer,  will  prove  that  she 
possessed  that  right  by  the  peace  or  1763,  and  that 
she  has  never  formally  relinquished  it"  In  ano- 
ther paragraph  of  the  same  letter,  he  says:  "By 
the  dilutive  Treaty     Peace  between  Spain  and 


Great  Britain,  in  1783,  the  latter  ceded  to  Spain 
East  Florida,  as  also  West  Florida;  but  the  river 
Mississippi,  as  yoti  observe,  is  not  even  mentioned 
in  tbe  treaty.  What  is  the  just  inference  from 
this  circumstance,  the  United  States  need  not  de- 
cide. Doubtless.  Great  Britain  conceives  it  im- 
portant to  hold  a  right  to  the  navigation  of  it }  and 
all  parties  at  diat  time  certainly  supposed  that 
parts  of  her  territories  joined  its  eastern  std^  and 
prolnUy  no  one  can  now  say  they  do  not.**  Mr- 
N<Uive  America/n^  if  it  be  true  that  the  Unital 
States  never  granted  the  right  of  navigating  the 
Mississippi  as  far  as  the  ocean  to  Great  Britain, 
can  you,  or  any  other  person  who  knows  how  to 
read,  pretend  to  deny  tout,  if  they  did  not  grant  it, 
they  solemnly  acknowledged  it,  as  appears  by  the 
treaty  of  1783,  the  unfortunate  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce, and,  lastly,  by  the  explanatory  article,  sini- 
ed  the  4th  of  May,  1796?  How,  then,  can  Mr. 
Pickering  presume  to  say,  "  what  is  the  just  infer- 
ence from  this  circumstance,  the  United  States 
need  not  decide?"  Has  it  not  been  positively  de- 
cided in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  by  acknowledging 
and  confirming  an  unjust  risht  thereto?  Which 
of  the  principles  established  by  the  officers  of  Gor- 
ernment,  respecting  the  Delaware,  in  the  affitir  of 
the  Graoffe,  can  be  applied  to  England,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Mississippi?  Does  it  take  its  rise  in 
faer  dominions  ?  Does  it  run  through  her  territo- 
ries, or  does  it  empty  itself  in  her  possessions? 
However,  Mr.  Pickering  says  that  when  by  tbe 
definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  England  ceded 
East  and  West  Florida,  no  mention  was  made  of 
the  Mississippi.  Mr.  Native  American,  the  Attor- 
ney General  has  established  the  principle  of  Vat- 
tel,  that,  when  a  nation  lakes  possession  of  a  coun- 
try, in  order  to  settle  there,  it  possesses  everything 
included  in  it,  as  lands,  lakes,  and  rivers.  Cn 
course  when  Great  Britain  ceded  East  and  West 
Florida,  it  equally  ceded  the  lands,  lakes,  and  riv- 
ers, to  which  it  had  a  right  in  the  said  provinces. 
By  this  same  principle  of  Mr.  Pickering,  as  no 
mention  was  made  of  the  rivers  Apalachicola, 
Mobile,or  Alabama,  and  others,  the  United  States 
might  with  as  much  propriety,  suppose  themselves 
authorized  to  recognise  a  right  to  their  navigation 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 

France  might  equally  claim  a  right  to  the  navi- 
gation of  tbe  Mississippi,  as,  in  the  act  of  ceding 
New  Orleans  to  Spain,  she  does  not  expressly  re- 
nounce the  navigation  of  said  river.  On  tbe  very 
same  principle,  the  United  States  might  suppose 
themselves  authorized  to  recognis^  a  right  to 
France  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence: the  case  is  identically  the  same.  France 
has  not  an  inch  of  land  on  its  banks :  England 
has  not  a  spot  on  those  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
river  Sl  Lawrence  neither  takes  its  rise,  nor  runs, 
nor  empties  itself  in  the  possession^  of  France; 
tbe  Mississippi  neither  riser  nor  runs,  nor  empties 
itself  in  the  dominions  of  Cfreat  Britain.  France 
had  once  a  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  because  she  bad  possessions  on 
its  banks ;  England,  likewise,  had  once  a  right  to 
the  navigation  of.  the  Mississippi,  because  she 
had  ponessions  on  its  borders.  In  the  cession  at 
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Canada,  do  mmtion  is  made  of  the  river  St  Law- 
lence,  altboagh  mention  is  made  orits  islands: 
in  tbe  cession  of  the  Floridas,  no  mention  is  like- 
wise made  of  the  Mississippi.  Thus,  then,  I  re- 
peatj  the  ease  is  identically  tne  same.  Now,  Mr. 
Wrfme  American^  if  the  United  States  were  to 
rtqmre  or  acknovUdge,  although  they  did  not 
gnmLto  France  a  right  to  navigate  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  would  not  England,  with  great  reason, 
be  highly  offended  ?  Would  she  not  look  upon 
this  act  of  the  United  States  a^in  outrage?  If 
so,  why  should  not  Spain  lootflbpoo  herself  as 
grossly  injured  by  the  acknowledgment  of  a  right 
as  injurious  to  the  subjects  of  Spain  as  it  b  to  the 
citizens  of  America?  I  again  repeat  the  quota- 
tion of  Vattel:  "When  a  nation  takes  possession 
of  a  country,  in  order  to  settle  there,  it  possesses 
ererything  included  in  it,  as  lands,  lakes,  rivers." 
lAr.  Kckering,  cootinuii^  in  the  language  and 
st]rl«  of  an  adroeate  for  Great  Britain,  instead  of 
using  that  which  becomes  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  »  nation  which  calls  itself  neutral,  speaking 
whether  the  English  possessions  tooeh  on  the 
Bfiiasissippi  or  not,  adds,  "and  protMbly  no  one  can 
now  say  ihey  do  not."  I,  Mr.  Native  American, 
can  assure  you  they  do  not;  and  if  Mr.  Pickering 
had  been  attentive  to  the  progress  of  geography, 
and  was  even  acquaioted,  as  it  is  his  duty,  at  ^ast 
with  that  of  his  own  country,  he  would  know,  as 
well  as  I,  that  they  do  not.  The  last  discoveries 
of  McKenzie,  aod  the  map  published  in  London 
eighteen  months  ago  by  Mr.  A.  Arrowsmith,  fully 
prove  the  o^;in  of  tbe  Mississippi  to  be  m  the 
WhUe  Bear  Data  S  and  that,  from  this  point,  its 
eoofse  does  not  run  through  any  British  posses- 
sion. If  it  were  necessary  to  produce  any  new 
teatimonjr  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  would 
not  seek  it  among  foreigners.  At  Milford,  in  Con- 
ner ticui,  there  actually  lives  a  Mr.  Peter  Pond, 
who  was  employed  seventeen  years  in  the  service 
of  the  Hudson  Ba^  Company:  he  has  gone  over 
and  examined  particularly  all  those  rwions.  He 
has  been  at  the  very  source  of  the  Mississippi, 
namely,  the  White  Bear  LaJte^  and  has  made  out 
a  valuable  map,  which  he  yet  preserves  in  manu- 
script, and  which  confirms  that  the  E^lish  have 
not  a  foot  of  land  on  the  Mississippi.    With  these 

Soofs.  Mr.  Native  American,  (notwithstanding 
r.  Pickering's  doubts,  which  are,  perhaps,  rolua- 
tam)  I  think  I  can  safely  assure  you  M«v  do  not. 

Mr.  Native  American,  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  depends  ou  peace,  and  peace  on  a 
strict  neutrality;  let  us  be  just,  and  we  shall  be 
respected.  Hone^y  is  the  beet  policy ;  and  surely 
the  contents  of  my  former  letter,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  present  one,  evidently  prove  that  our  Ad- 
ministration has  neither  acted  with  justice  or 
honesty  towards  Spain.  The  clamors  respecting 
the  momentary  suspension  of  the  least  essential 
part  of  the  treaty  have  been  incessant,  when,  in 
realitv,  at  the  very  moment  Spain  held  out  a 
friendly  and  liberal  hand  to  us,  we  have  repaid 
this  act  of  generosity  with  ingratitude,  rmwmnn^ 
to  her  enemy  a  claim  to  a  pretended  cmd  unjunt 
right.  The  friendship  of  Spain  ought  to  be  dear 
to  us,  as  from  a  good  understanding  with  her  may 
5tb  CoK.— 103 


result  a  commercial  treaty,  which  would,  at  the 
same  time,  vivifjc  and  8up[4v  her  colonies,  and 
open  an  extensive  field  for  the  prosperity  of  our 
navigation  and  commerce.  The  unjust  proceed- 
ing of  the  Administration  is  not  surely  the  method 
of  obtaining  an  object  we  ought  all  anxiously  to 
wish  for.  If  the  Administration  acts  with  justice 
and  equity^  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  American 
to  support  It ;  but  t  observe,  with  much  regret,  that 
many  of  my  fellow-citizens  daily  confound  the 
Minteterg,  or  tbe  Admini&tration,  with  Govern- 
merit,  and  think  they  support  the  latter,  when,  in 
fact,  they  support  the  Administration.  If  Mini»> 
ters,  animated  either  by  the  spirit  of  party,  or  by 
other  views,  proceed  in  their  measures  with  in- 
justice, it  is  necessary  to  attack  the  Admrnietreb- 
tion,  in  order  to  support  the  Chvernment:  for  the 
Administration  can,  in  many  instance^  be  as 
much  the  enemy  of  the  Qovemment  as  merehanto 
are  often  the  n-eatest  enemies  of  commerce. 

I  hope, Mr. 7Vaftiw4fflenc(m,you  will  be  pleased 
to  lavor  me  with  an  answer  on  the  different  points 
contained  in  this  letter,  as  I  shall  look  on  your 
silence  to  be  an  implicit  confession  of  the  impos- 
sibility you  find  therein.  Although  the  various 
subjects  contained  herein  are  susceptible  of  greater 
elucidation,  I  have  adhered  solely  to  the  roost 
prominent  points,  in  order  to  facilitate  your  an- 
swer, and  that  the  publie  may  thoroughly  investi- 
gate the  subject. 

VERUS. 

No.  18. 

Tbe  8ecretai7  of  State  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ymjo. 

Department  of  State, 
Philadelphia,  January  20. 1798. 

Sir:  As  your  letters  of  the  9th  October  and  21st 
of  November  last  contained  no  new  matter  of  any 
consequence,  and  a  fresh  discussifm  of  the  pointa 
in  dispute  would  require,  on  my  part,  only  a  re- 
currence to  arguments  formerly  and  coaclusivdy 
urged,  the  general  impression  on  my  mind  was, 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  give  them  a  for- 
mal reply,  whatever  notice  it  might  be  proper  to 
take  of  tnem  in  a  report  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Nevertheless,  I  will  now  trouble 
you  with  a  few  observations. 

A  consideration  of  the  papers  heretofore  laid 
before  Congress,  relative  to  the  affairs  on  the 
Mississippi,  of  others  since  received  from  thence, 
in  conjunction  with  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  its  enclosures,  convinces  me  that  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  EUicott  and  Lientenant  Pope  has 
been  neither  " scandalous"  nor  "insulting"  towards 
the  Spanish  officers  in  that  country;  and  that  if 
any  undue  zeal  or  intemperance  has  been  mani- 
fesied  by  either,  in  maintaining  the  just  rights  of 
the  United  States,  the  measures  adopted  by  those 
officers  to  evade  the  execotioo  of  the  treaty  be> 
tween  the  United  States  and  Spain  have  been  the 
cause.  It  is  by  this  course  of  conduct  in  the 
Spanish  officers  that  the  King  their  master  has 
been  dishonored,  and  not  by  the  actions  of  the 
officers  of  the  United  States.  I  may,  doubtless, 
be  justified  in  saying,  that  their  detention  of  the 
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posts,  and  delays  to  run  the  boundary  lines,  have 
Men  unauthorized  by  the  King.  It  is  certain  that 
aeither  of  those  Spanish  officers  has  erer  intima- 
ted an  order  from  their  Groreroment  as  a  warrant 
or  an  apology  for  their  proceedings. 

In  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  November,  yon 
ecnr  to  the  serersl  topics  of  your  letter  of  the 
6th  of  May,  1797,  but  exhibit  do  new  argument 
on  the  points  really  in  dispute.  Ton  bareFy  men- 
tion the  subject  of  the  articles  contraband  of  war, 
and  the  principle  that  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
The  stipulations  of  the  United  Stat^  on  these 
points,  in  their  treaty  of  1794^  with  Cheat  Britain, 
were  fully  justified  in  my  answer  of  the  17th  of 
May,  to  your  letter  of  the  6th.  If  anything  fur- 
ther were  necessary,  I  would  say  (what  I  then 
mentioned  as  not  to  be  doubted)  that  the  Spanish 
Cforeroment  voluntarily  entered  into  the  different 
stipulations  with  the  United  States  when  it  pos- 
sessed full  knowledge  of  our  stipulations  in  the 
commercial  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain,  having  in 
its  hands  the  treaty  itself;  and  having  also  rati- 
fied its  treaty  with  the  United  States  six  months 
ftflerwards^  which  the  Spanish  Government  would 
have  been  justified  io  refusing  had  there  been  any 
deception— any  want  of goodfaitfa,on  these  points, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  but  of  which 
not  a  shadow  of  proof  can  be  adduced. 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  other  sub- 
ject of  your  letter — the  navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi — but  with  greater  ftrce:  for,  as  I  show- 
ed in  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  May^  when  the 
Prince  or  Peace  proposed.a  mutual  stipulation  to 
exclude  the  British  from  the  oavigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Pinckney  rejected  it,  and  expli- 
citly, because  it  would  violate  the  faith  of  the 
United  States,  previously  pledged  to  Great  Brit' 
ain;  and  the  projected  article  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  was  altered  accordingly.  Yet,  you  now 
introduce  those  previous  stipulations  as  subjects 
of  complaint  a^nst  the  united  States!  It  is 
true  you  also  mention  the  subsequent  explanatory 
article  of  the  ith  of  May,  1796,  which  is  added  to 
the  Treaty  of  Amity.  Commerce,  and  Navigation, 
of  1794,  with  Qreat  Britain;  but  it  is  equally  true 
that  this  contains  no  new  stipulation,  that  it  recog- 
nises the  principle  that  no  subsequent  treaty  can 
make  void  prior  enga^ments,  (and,  therefore,  that 
this  explanatory  article  of  1796  cannot,  in  the 
smallest  degree,  afiect  the  prior  treaty  of  1795 
with  SpainJ  and  that  British  subjects,  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  the  native  Indians, 
shall  enjoy  full  liberty  of  passage,  intercourse,  and 
commerce,  with  each  other,  ''occordtjw  to  the 
gtipulatioTU  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity.  Commerce,  and  Navigation:''  So  that 
this  explanatory  article  goes  not  beyond,  but  is 
positively  confined  within,  the  limits  of  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1794;  which,  preceding, 
in  order  of  time,  the  treaty  with  Spain  by  more 
than  eleven  months,  and  lieing,  also,  at  the  con- 
elnsion  o£^  the  Spanish  Treaty,  perfectly  well 
known  to  its  Qorerament,  it  cannot,  consequently, 
afford  to  Spain  the  slightest  groooa  of  complaint. 

I  pass  nnnotieed  your  lengthy  quotation  from 
the  opmion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Attorney  General 


of  the  United  States  in  1793,  and  your  daserva- 
tioDs  upon  it;  because  neither  one  nor  the  other 
touch  the  essential  point  in  dispute  between  na 

As  to  the  question  in  the  last  paragraph  of  yonr 
letter,  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  United 
States  are  not  concerned  to  vmdioate  the  cla« 
of  Qreat  Britain  to  the  navigation  of  the  riw 
Mississippi.  What  was  said  on  this  subject  <tf 
my  letter  of  the  17th  of  May,  was  in  eoBsequeDct 
of  your  having  entered  into  an  examinati<»i  of  the 
British  title  to. this  navigation;  and  I  said,  ex- 
pressly, that  I  dii  not  conceive  it  essential  to  the 
subject  we  were  then  discussing:  I  merely  fol- 
lowed you.  Our  stipulaticai  amounts  only  to  this, 
that  the  United  States  shall  not  obstruct  the  navi- 

gition  of  the  river  by  British  subjects.  If  Great 
ritaio  demands  and  obtains  it,  or  if  Spain  admits 
her  claim,  as  she  has  reserved  the  rigat  to  do,  in 
the  4th  article  of  her  treaty  with  the  United  Stues, 
the  latter  cannot  oppose  it ;  and  if  the  British  ve»* 
sels  and  boats  do  navigate  the  Mississippi,  we  are 
bound  to  admit  them  into  our  ports  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  that  river.  Whether  this  admission  would 
be  advantageous  or  injurious  to  the  United  Stales, 
it  belonged  to  them  only  to  jodge;  &ey  hare  not 
asked,  nor  will  they  have  oeeaaun  to  adt,  Spain 
to  be  the  guardian  of  their  rights  and  interests  on 
the  Mississippi:  they  only  desire,  in  this  lespeel, 
that  she  would  faithfully  perform  her  own  ea^ 
gagements  sanctioned  by  a  solemn  treaty. 
I  am,  sir,  Sic^ 

TDIOTHY  PICKERING. 
The  Chevalier  Db  Yrujo, 

Envoy  Extraordinary, 

• 

No.  19. 

Extraot  «f  a  latter  from  Mr.  PicAerin^  Soonfeuiy  of 
Stale,  to  Mr.  Effioott,  dat«l 

DaMSTinHT  OF  Statb, 

JiOy  14,  1797. 

"  On  the  8th  of  June  I  received  by  Mr.  Knox 
your  despatches  daied  the  14th  of  April,  which 
were  laid  before  Congress  on  the  12th  of  June, 
and  on  the  29th  of  June  I  received,  by  Captain 
Hunter,  your  despatches  dated  the  lOtn  of  May, 
which  on  the  3d  of  July  were  also  laid  before 
Congress,  together  with  the  dumtches  from  Cap- 
tain Pope  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  These  com- 
munications to  Congress  appear  in  die  enclosed 
pamphlets. 

"  With  respeet  to  the  important  business  with 
which  you  are  charged,  the  repeated  promises, 
followed  by  as  often  repeated  failures  to  enter 
upon  it,  by  the  Spanish  Govemots,  with  other 
circumstances,  afford  too  much  reason  to  believe 
that  there  is  an  intention  to  postpone  it.  Never- 
theless, the  President  is  of  opinion,  and  directs 
that  you  should  remain  at  the  Natchez,  and  al- 
ways hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  commence  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  and  of  His>Catholic 
Majesty.  You  will  endeavor,  in  concert  with 
Gkivernor  Gayoso,  or  other  proper  officer  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  n  fix  a  time  when  this  work  of 
ascertaining  the  honndary  line  shall  commence. 
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Ihm  eadearor  may  be  lenewed  as  <^iea  as  yoa 
sliaU  tluak  fit  Oreat  care  should  be  used  to  give 
no  jan  cause  of  offeoce  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
nunL  What  will  be  the  fioal  result  of  its  mea- 
sBres  is  uncertain;  bat,  if  war  should  follow,  it 
wilt  b«  of  the  last  importance  that  the  United 
States  should  not  be  the  aggressors.  The  Presi- 
dent, therefore,  desires  that  your  conduct  should 
be  perfectly  guarded,  moderate,  and  prudent." 

No.  20. 

Eitmct  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  Seeietaiy  of 
State,  to  Mr.  Ettioott,  dated 

Dbpabtmeht  of  State, 

PhUaddphiOt  Augtut  30, 1797. 
Tour  oc^cBsn,  Mr.  Bean  and  Mr.  RoIkds, 
anmd  hoe  on  the  34th  inatuit,  and  deUrered 
meyour  two  letters  of  Jane  S7th.  The  samedar 
I  leueiTed  your  Utters  of  May  37th  and  June  4th 
aad  5tb. 

The  Baron  de  Carondelet's  proclamation  of  the 
S4th  of  Mav,  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  June  Mi, 
abandras  almost  all  the  former  preteneca  fot  re- 
taining the  posts,  which  he  says  "  is  occasioned 
only  the  imperious  necessity  of  securing  Lower 
Looisiana  from  the  hostilities  of  the  English,  who 
have  set  on  foot  (without  reg^d  to  the  inviola* 
bility  of  th»  territory  of  the  United  States)  an  ex- 
pedition against  Upper  Louisiana."  By  my  for- 
mer despatches,  covering  the  printed  reports  and 
documents,  you  will  have  seen  that  this  expedi- 
tion had  never  any  existence.  This  is  more  fully 
shown  In  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  to  the  Che- 
valier de  Vmjo,  now  enclosed.  And  mv  answer 
to  him  about  the  navigalim  of  the  Misrissippi, 
tmi  the  articles  of  oar  treaties  with  Oreat  Britain 
wnoeming  it,  also  among  the  printed  documents, 
dm ooM rates  that  in  those  stipulations  we  have 
IM  departed  from  the  strictest  tine  of  good  faith 
towards  Spain ;  that  we  have  granted  nothing,  in 
r^iect  to  the  Davigation  of  the  Mississippi^  to 
Qieat  Britain;  and  that  the  ideas  of  the  United 
States,  entertained  on  that  subject,  were  perfectly 
known  and  understood  by  the  Qoveroment  of 
Bpaio,  when  our  treaty-  with  Spain  was  concluded ; 
and  that  there  is  nothing  contradictory  between 
the  two  treaties,  the  British  and  Spanish. 

Ai^  th«efore,  the  Baron  de  Caroodelet  has  not 
a  dadow  of  foundation  to  suspect  an  expedition 
^  the  British  against  Upper  Louisiana;  as  the 
American  Qovemment  has  formally  deemred  to 
the  British  Minister,  for  the  infonnation  of  his 
Oovnmineot,  that  we  will  suffer  the  march  of 
Mither  British  nor  Spanish  troops  through  our  ter- 
lilory,  for  the  purpose  of  hostility  of  one  against 
the  other;  as,  nnalty,  the  British  themselves  (as 
y<m  will  see  in  Mr.  Listen's  letter  among  the 
printed  documents)  declare  they  had  never  formed 
Bttch  a  plan  of  an  expedition,  and  acknowledged 
that  its  execution  would  violate  our  territorial 
rightoj  for  these  reasons,  on  the  principles  of  his 
ptodamation,  the  Baron  ought  immediately  to 
mmate  the  posts  aad  territory  of  the  United 


These  observations  will  also  applj  to  the  Baron's 
proclamation  of  the  31st  of  May,  in  which,  how- 
ever, he  takes  somewhat  new  ground.  Wbat 
"security"  can  the  United  States  give,  or,  rather, 
what  will  the  Baron  deem  a  ''security"  against 
a  descent  of  the  EogH^  by  the  Mississippi? 

If  the  facts  and  assurances  already  stated  and 
given,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  do  not 
satisfy,  nothing  can. 

With  respect  to  any  hostile  iDteniions  of  the 
United  Slates  towards  Spain,  as  intimated  by  the 
Baron  in  this  last  [mKlamation,  nothing  is  more 
unfounded.  The  march  of  the  troops  to  Tennes- 
see, from  the  Ohio,  is  for  the  sole  purpose  of  es- 
taldtshing  a  foroe  in  that  country,  to  restrain  the 
inhabitants,  or  other  citizens,  from  aggressions 
against  the  Cherokees,  and  especially  to  prevent 
a  forced  settlement,  which  was  threatened,  on  the 
Indian  lands;  and  any  orders  to  the  Cumberland 
militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  can  be  only 
for  the  object  of  preventing  encroachments  on  the 
Indian  lands,  and  to  preserve  peace.  If  we  medi- 
tated  an  attack  against  the  Sjnniards  on  the  Mis- 
sissipi,  we  should  certainly  contemplate  an  easier 
route  than  by  a  wilderness  of  many  hundred  miles 
in  extent,  through  which  the  transportation  ot 
stores  and  provisions  would  be  impracticable ;  or 
of  such  extreme  difficulty  and  boundless  expense, 
as  folly  alone  would  attempt. 

I  have  now  only  to  notice  the  general  commo- 
tion at  the  Natchez,  among  the  inhabitants,  against 
the  Spanish  Oovernment,  which  seems  to  have 
been  qnieted  very  much  by  your  prudent  man- 
agement. This  line  of  conduct,  caution,  prudence, 
moderation,  so  as  by  all  means  to  avoid  the  possi* 
bility  of  a  charge  of  aggression  against  the  United 
States,  you  wiU  see,  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  ot 
July,  was  specially  enjoined  by  the  President. 
And  a  perseverance  in  the  same  course,  I  trust, 
will  eveotnatly  issue  in  a  peaceable  adjustment  of 
the  disputes  now  subsisting,  respecting  the  posts, 
the  country  where  they  are  situated,  and  the  navi- 
sation  of  the  fkf  ississippi.  The  pacific  views  of 
the  United  States,  and  their  good  faith,  are  not  to 
be  doubted;  and  it  is  clear,  as  demonstration  can 
make  it,  that  the  Baron  has  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  the  British  from  Canada:  and.  consequently, 
that  he  has  now  no  cause  or  pretence  for  retaining 
the  posts,  or  for  delaying  to  run  the  boundary 
line." 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  Congress,  February  3,  1797.] 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jmuse  of  Repretentaivoea : 

I  have  received  from  our  Minister  at  London 
two  acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  one 
passed  oil  the  4th  of  July,  1797,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,,  sod  Navigation,  cooeloded  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America;" 
the  other  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1707,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  regulating  the  trade  to  be  car- 
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ried  on  with  the  British  possessions  in  India,  by 
the  ships  of  nations  in  amity  with  His  Majesty." 
These  acts  have  such  coonexioDs  with  tbe  com- 
mercial and  political  ioterests  of  the  United  Slates, 
that  it  is  proper  they  should  be  comoianicated  to 
Congress.  I  have  accordingly  transmitted  copies 
of  them  with  this  Message. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Uhited  States,  February  2, 1798. 


Anno  THcenmo  SepHmo  Georgii  lU.  Regi$. 

An  act  for  regulating  the  trade  to  be  canied  on  with 
the  Britiab  pofsMsiooB  io  India,  b;  tbe  ibipe  of  na- 
tions in  amity  with  bis  Majesty,   f  19th  July,  1797.] 

Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  tbe  reign  of  His  tate  Majesty  King  Charles  the 
Second,  entitled  an  act  for  the  encouraging  and 
increasing  of  shipping  and  navigation,  it  was  en- 
acted that,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  tboasand  six  hundred  and  sixty,  and  from 
thenceforward,  no  goods  or  commodities  shall  be 
imported  into,  or  exported  out  of,  any  lands,  islands, 
pluiialione,  or  territories  to  His  Majesty  belong- 
ing, or  in  his  possession,  or  which  may  hereafter  be- 
long nnto  or  be  in  the  possession  of  His  Majesty, 
his  heirs,  and  successors,  in  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  in  any  other  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  res- 
sels,  than  such  as  do  truly  and  without  fraud  be- 
long unto  the  people  of  England  or  Ireland,  do- 
minion of  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  or  are  the  built  of,  and  belonging  to,  any 
of  the  s&id  lands,  islands,  plantations,  or  territo- 
ries, as  the  proprieters  and  right  owners  thereof, 
and  whereof  tbe  master  and  three-fourths  of  tbe 
mariners,  at  least,  are  English,  under  certain  pen- 
allies  and  forfeitures  therein  mentioned:  and 
whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  ships  and  vessels 
of  countrienand  States  in  amity  with  His  Majes- 
ty, should  be  allowed  to  import  goods  and  com- 
modities unto  and  to  export  the  same  from  tbe 
British  territories  in  India,  subject  to  certain  re- 
strictions and  .regulations : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King'$  moat  ex- 
cellent Majesty,  6y  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Omr 
mone,  in  this  pnsaa  Parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  taahoriiy  cf  the  eamsj  That,  from  and  after  tbe 
passing  of  this  act,  and  during  the  conliouance  of 
tbe  exclusive  trade  of  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  of  England,  tradine  to  tbe  East  Indies, 
and  during  tbe  term  for  which  the  possessions  of 
the  British  territories  in  India  is  secured  to  the 
said  United  Company,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  ships  and  vessels  of  countries  and  States 
in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  to  import  into  and 
export  from  the  British  possessions  in  India,  such 
goods  and  commodities  as  they  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  import  into  and  export  from  the  said 
pmsessions  by  the  directors  of  the  said  company, 
who  are  hereby  directed  to  frame  sach  regulations! 
for  carrying  on  the  trade  to  and  Irom  tbe  said 
pMsessions  and  tbe  countries  and  States  in  amity 
with  His  Majesty,  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  con- 
dneiTe  to  the  interest  and  prosperity  (^thesaid  Brit- 


ish possessions  in  India,  and  of  the  British  emfnie; 
and  no  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  any  of  the  snb- 
jeets  of  States  or  conntries  m  amiiy  with  Hit 
Majesty  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  confiscation,  or 
forfeiture,  or  other  penalty,  for  exjKirting  from  or 
itpportiog  into  the  said  British  possessions  in  In- 
dia, any  goods  or  commodities^  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  which,  respectively,  shall  he  per- 
mitted by  the  said  r^alatioo,  anything  in  the 
hereinbefore  recited  act  of  the  twelfth  year  of 
tbe  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding:  Provided^  aivxms,  That 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  Ua  the  directors  of  tbe  said 
United  Company  to  frame  any  regolatioDa  for  the 
conduct  of  the  said  trade,  which  shall  be  incMuiit- 
ant  with  any  treaty  or  treaties  which  shall  iMie 
been  or  may  be  entered  into  by  His  Majesty,  lii 
heirs,  and  successors,  and  any  country  «  State  at 
amity  with  His  Bifajesty,  or  which  may  be  incon- 
sistent with  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliameot  idiich 
have  been  passed  for  the  rorulatioo  ^  thettade 
and  commerce  of  the  said  British  territories  in 
India. 

II.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted.  That  all  soeb 
regulations  as  shall  be  framed  by  the  said  coDit  of 
directors  for  carrying  on  the  trade  to  and  from 
the  British  possessions  in  India,  and  the  coontries 
and  States  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  shall  b^ 
and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  be  sooject  to  the 
superintendence,  direction,  and  control  of  the  board 
of  commissioners  for  tbe  affairs  of  India,  in  tbe 
same  manner  as  all  acts,  operatitms,  and  eoneouk 
which  anywise  relate  to  or  concern  the  civU  ana 
military  governments  and  revenues  of  tbe  BritiA 
territories  and  acquisitions  in  the  East  Indies  nov 
are. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  general  court  of  proprietors  to 
alter  or  change,  or  to  direct,  or  order,  or  authorize 
the  altering  or  changing  any  resolution  of  the 
court  of  directors,  or  to  rescind,  revoke,  suspend, 
or  vary  the  same,  in  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
the  intercourse  of  foreign  nations  in  amity  whb 
His  Majesty  and  the  British  territories  in  India. 

An  act  for  eanying  into  exeontkm  ttie  Tma^y  A» 
ity,  Commeroe,  and  Navigatiou,  omdudad  batwew 
Bis  Majesty  and  the  United  Stales  (tf  America.  [4A 

July,  1797.] 

Whereas  a  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  has  been  concluded  between  His  Mar 
jesty  and  the  United  States  of  America:  and 
whereas  by  the  eleventh  article  of  tbe  said  treaty; 
it  is  agreed  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Unitn 
States  of  America,  that  there  should  be  a  recip- 
rocal and  entirely  perfect  liberty  of  navigation  and 
coromerce  between  ibdr  respective  people,  in  the 
manner,  under  the  limitations,  and  on  the  cooiti- 
lions  specified  in  the  following  articles  of  the  said 
treaty ;  and  whereas,  by  the  fifteentb  article  of  the 
said  treaty,  it  is  further  agreed,  that  no  other  or 
higher  duties  shall  be  paid  by  tbe  ships  or  me^ 
cbandise  of  the  one  party,  in  the  ports  «  tbe  other, 
than  such  as  are  paid-  biy  the  like  vessels  or  mer- 
chandise fXS all  otoer  nations;  nor  shall  any  otbs 

Digitized  by  Google 


mi  APPENDIX.  3242 

ReUttioru  with  Great  Britain. 


or  tugber  duty  be  imposed  in  one  country  on  the 
importation  of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
or  EaaDufacture  of  the  other,  than  are  or  shall  be 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  like  articles,  be- 
ing of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  auy 
other  foreign  country ;  nor  shall  any  prohibition 
be  imposed  on  the  expntation  or  importation  of 
uy  articles  to  or  from  the  territories  of  the  two 
pirtiet,  respectively,  whieh  studl  not  equally  ex- 
lend  to  all  other  nations: 

Beitther^firre  enacted 6y  tA«  King's  mostex- 
ctiient  Jkhjerly,  by  and  loith  the  advice  and  con- 
«f  the  IjorWi  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
CommonM,  in  hi*  fnmtt  Parliainent  assembled 
md  by  the  authortiy  iff  the  tame,  That  it  shall  and 
nay  be  lawful  to  import  into  this  kingdom,  di- 
rectly from  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  British  built  ships  or  vessels, 
OTned,  nari^ted,  and  registered  according  to 
law,  or  io  ships  built  in  the  countries  belonging 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them, 
or  in  ships  taken  by  any  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of 
war  belonging  to  the  Government  or  any  of  the 
inlmbitaDts  of  the  said  United  Slates,  havmg  com- 
miiaions  or  letters  of  muqae  and  reprisal  from  the 
Goreroment  of  the  said  Unitcd'States,  and  con- 
denned  as  lawful  pize  in  any  court  of  admiralty 
<tf  the  said  United  States,  of  which  eondemna' 
tiai  proof  shall  be  ^iven  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  commissioners  ol  Hia  Majesty's  customs,  or 
Uif  four  or  more  of  them,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Bntain  called  England,  and  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land, and  owned  by  the  subjects  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  of  them,  and  whereof  the  mas- 
ter and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners,  at  least,  are 
subjects  of  the  said  United  States,  any  ^oods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  the  growth,  production,  or 
manufacture  of  the  said  United  States,  which  are 
Dot  prohibited  by  law  to  be  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  and  to  enter  and  land  such  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise^  upon  payment  of  the  duties, 
•ad  subject  to  the  eooditions  and  regulations  here- 
inafker  mentioned ;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage,  to 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

II.  And  be  it  jurther  enacts,  That  all  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into 
ureal  Britain,  either  in  such  ships,  or  in  British 
built  ships,  owned,  navigated,  and  registered  ac- 
cording to  law,  (except  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  as  are  hereinafter  particularly  enume- 
mted  or  described,)  shall,  and  may  be  entered  and 
landed,  upon  payment  of  such  duties  of  customs 
and  excise,  and  no  higher,  as  are  payable  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  of  the  like  denomination 
or  description,  upon  their  importation  into  this 
kingdom,  in  British  built  ships,  from  any  other 
foreign  country ;  and  in  cases  where  different  du- 
ties are  imposed  upm  ^[oods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
diie  of  the  like  denommation  or  description,  im- 
ported from  diffnent  foreign  eountnea,  then  upon 
payment  of  the  lowest  duties  whieh  by  onr  law 
are  reaoired  to  be  paid  on  the  importation,  in  Brit- 
ish buut  ships,  of  any  such  gooas,  waresj  or  mer- 
chandise, from  any  loceign  country,  according  to 
the  sehedale,  and  uUes  marked  A,  D,  and  F,  an- 


nexed to  an  act,  passed  in  the  tweaty-seventh 
year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  •'  An  act  for 
repealing  the  several  duties  of  customs  and  excise, 
and  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for 
applying  the  said  duties,  together  with  the  otiier 
duties  composing  the  public  revenue  ;  for  permit- 
ting the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  the  produce  of  the  European  do- 
minions of  the  French  King,  into  this  kingdom ; 
and  for  applying  certain  unclaimed  moneys,  re- 
maining, in  the  exchequer  for  the  payment  tn  an- 
nuities 00  lives,  to  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt;"  or  by  any  other  laws  in  force,  passed  stib- 
sequent  to  the  said  act,  touching  the  duties  con- 
tained in  the  said  schedule  and  tables  marked  A, 
D,  and  F,  subject  also,  when  imported  in  Ameri- 
can ships,  to  the  countervailing  duties  imposed  by 
this  act. 

III.  And,  in  order  to  encourage  and  promote 
the  trade  from  the  United  States  to  this  kingdom. 
Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  pig  iron,  bar  iron, 
pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  pot  ash,  pearl  ash,  ma- 
hogany, masts,  yards,  and  bowsprits,  being  the 
growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  all  staves,  and  unmanufactur- 
ed goods  and  merchandise  wnatsoever,  which  are 
not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  imported  from  any 
foreign  country,  being  the  growth  or  prodaction 
of  the  said  United  States,  shall  or  may  De  imports 
ed  in  British  or  American  ships,  owned  and  navi- 
gated as  hereinbefore  required,  upon  payment  of 
such  duties  of  customs  and  excise,  as  are  payable 
on  the  like  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  when 
accompanira  with  the  certificate!!  required  by  law 
upon  their  importation  into  this  kingdom,  in  Brit- 
ish built  ships,  from  any  British  island  or  planta- 
tion in  America,  notwithstanding  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  may  not  be  accompanied 
with  the  certificates  heretofore  required  by  law, 
subject  also,  when  imported  in  American  ships,  to 
the  countervailing  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 

IV.  PrmridedMV>mf$,andoeUJw'there7iacted, 
That,  upon  the  importation  into  Great  Britain 
from  the  said  United  States  of  America,  of  wheat, 
wheat  meal  or  flour,  rye,  barley,  beer  or  bigg,  oats, 
oatmeal,  peas,  beans,  Indian  com,  and  maize,  the 
dudes  to  be  paid  thereon,  respectively,  shall  be 
regulated  and  ascertained  according  to  the  prices 
of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  beer  or  bigg,  peas,  beans, 
oats,  and  oatmeal,  in  the  manner  set  forth  and 
specified  in  the  table  marked  D,  in  an  act  passed  in 
the  thirty-first  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  regulating  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  corn,  and  the  payment  of  the  duty 
on  foreign  corn  imported,  and  of  the  bounty  on 
British  corn  exported anything  contained  in 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  oil  ms^e 
from  fish,  or  creatures  living  in  the  sea.  and  blub- 
ber, whale  fins,  and  spermaceti,  being  the  produce 
of  the  fisheries  carried  on  by  the  people  of  thesald 
United  States  of  America,  may  be  imported  from 
the  countries  of  the  said  United  States  into  this 
kingdom,  in  British  or  American  ships,  owned  and 
navigated  at  hereinbefore  required,  upon  pay- 
ment of  mch  duties  of  cnstoini  as  are  paymne 
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on  the  like  |pods  and  merchaDdise.  uf>on  their 
importation  into  this  kingdom,  in  British  built 
ships,  from  countries  not  under  the  dumioion  of 
His  Majesty,  subject  also,  when  imported  in  Ame- 
rican ships,  to  the  couDterrailing  doties  imposed 
bjr  this  act. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  tobac- 
co, being  the  growth  or  production  of  any  of  the 
territories  of  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
may  be  imported  in  British  or  American  ships, 
owned  and  nariaated  as  hereinbefore  required, 
upon  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  customs  and 
excise,  as  tobacco  imported  by  British  subjects, 
from  any  British  edony  or  plaotation  in  Ameri- 
4sa,  is,  or  ma^  herei^er  be,  subject  to ;  and  that 
■njr  snuff,  bemg  the  production  or  manufacture  of 
any  of  the  said  territories,  may  be  imported,  in 
mRDner  before  mentioned,  upon  payment  of  such 
duties  of  eostoms  and  excise,  as  snufi)  being  the 
.nrodnction  or  manulacinre  of  Europe,  imported 
litom  Europe  is,  or  hereaftw  may  be,  subject  to, 
and  may  be  warehoused  and  again  exported ;  ituch 
tobaeeo  and  snuff  to  be  subject,  respectively,  nev- 
ertheless, to  all  and  singular  the  regulations,  re- 
strictions, penalties,  and  forfeitures,  relating  to  the 
importation  and  exportation  thereof,  or  in  any 
other  respect  relating  thereto,  of  an  act  made  and 
pused  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 

.nis  present  Majesty,  entitled  "An  act  for  repeal- 
ing the  duties  on  tobacco  and  snuff,  and  for  grant- 
ing new  duties  in  lieu  thereof and  another  act, 
paased  in  the  thhrtieth  year  of  his  present  Majes- 
■ty'a  reigo,  entitled  "An  act  to  explam  and  amend 
<u  act  made  in  the  last  session  or  Parliameiit,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  repeating  the  duties  nn  tobacco 
«nd  snuff,  and  for  granting  new  duties  in  lieu  there- 
of;" or  of  any  other  act  smce  made  rdating  there- 
to, subject  also,  when  imported  in  American 
ships,  to  the  countervailing  duties  imposed  by  this 
'8ct:  Pnmded,  tikwam,  'That  such  tobacco  shall 
be  accompanied  with  a  manifest,  as  by  law  re- 
quired. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  matted.  That  any  rice, 
being  the  growth  or  production  of  any  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  of  America^  wbieh 
•hall  be  imported  direedy  from  thence  into  any 
of  the  ports  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  manner  before 
IBCmtiooed,  may,  upon  the  importer  pajiag  down, 
in  ready  moneyj  the  duty  of  eight  pence  the  hun- 
dred weight,  being  part  of  the  duties  now  payable 
on  the  importatitm  of  rice,  be  landed  and  ware- 
Jioused,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  under  the 
junt  locks  of  His  Majesty  and  the  importer,  in 
such  warehouses  as  shall  be  approved  of  for  that 
purpose  by  the  commissioners  of  His  Miijesty's 
customs,  or  any^  four  or  more  of  them,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eogland,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  in  that  part  of  Qreat  Britain  called 
■Scotland,  or  by  the  coOeotor  and  comptroller  of 
His  Majesty's  customs  of  the  respective  ports  into 
which  such  rice  shall  be  impnted,  upon  the  im- 
porter's own  bond  for  payment  of  the  remainder 
of  the  dotias  due  and  payable  for  such  rice  within 
ritfilewi  months,  aceordingtothe  net  weight  and 
^luitity  of  such  rioe  at  the  time  it  sh  Jl  be  so 
baded :  Pmnded,  ateays,  That,  apon  the  im- 


giriatioD  of  any  such  rice  into  the  ports  of  Loodoa, 
ristol,  Portsmouth.  Cowes,  Liverpool,  Laacasttr, 
Falmouth,  Poole,  Whitehaven,  Hull  Qreeaodt, 
and  Port  Glasgow,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  maaicr 
hereinbefore  expressed,  the  imports  shall  beat 
liberty  to  enter  and  land  the  same,  without  pay- 
ment of  any  duty  whatevn,  upon  condition  tivt 
such  rice  shall  oe  warehoused  uader  the  joit 
locks  of  His  Majesty  and  the  intpmteis,  in  soi^ 
warehouse  or  warehouses  as  shall  be  approved  ef 
for  that  purpose  by  the  commiasicmeis  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's customs,  or  aay  four  or  more  of  them,  ii 
that  part  of  Qreat  Britain  ci^ed  England,  or'ta^ 
three  or  more  trf*  them  in  thM  paitof  QraatBa- 
tain  oUled  Scedand,  or  br  the  eoHector  sad 
comptroller  of  His  M^ertjrs  oasComa  of  the  m- 
spective  ports  whete  wieh  rice  shall  be  ia^wmd: 
And  that  every  ^pense  attoiding  each  im* 
housing  shall  be  borne  by  the  said  inworten;  aad 
that  such  importer  or  importers,  or  his  or  ^ 
known  serraat,  shall  from  tine  to  time,  at  all  s«- 
sonabte  hours,  as  ooeasioo  may  require,  have  free 
access  to  such  warehouses,  in  the  presence  of  SMse 
proper  officer  of  the  oustomsj  for  the  purpote  of 
skreeniog  and  sbifUng  the  nee,  to  prevent  it  re- 
ceiving damage;  and  that  if  any  rice,  which  shill 
be  so  imported  from  the  teiritories  itf  the  itid 
United  States  into  any  of  the  ports  above  man- 
tiooed  respectively,  and  warehooaed  asafiirenid, 
shall  be  taken  out  of  the  warehovses,  wheniB  ifae 
same  shall  be  seoored  under  the  joint  lochs  if 
His  Majesty  and  the  importers  -as  aforesaid,  ftc 
home  consumption,  the  full  duties  due  aad  pay*- 
hie  by  law,  upon  the  importation  of  such  rice  into 
this  kingdom  for  home  coosumpticu,  aod  alio, 
when  imported  in  American  ships,  the  coodot- 
vailing  duty  imposed  bv  this  act  sluill,  [ffenoai|T 
to  its  being  taken  out  of  such  warehouses,  bepiia 
to  the  collector  of  His  Maiesty's  castmm  at  tke 
port  where  such  rioe  shall  be  so  warehoused ;  bnl 
that  such  importer,  if  he  intends  to  export  sadi 
rice,  shall  have  liberty  to  export  the  same  fton 
such  warehouses  retpectivelyj  under  the  same  le- 
gulations  under  which  «uch  nee  might  be  export- 
ed by  law  immediately  bef(n<e  the  passing  of  Aa 
act,  without  payment  of  any  duty  miatever:  Pifr- 
vided  that  the  exportation  of  any  such  rice,  hen- 
after  to  be  warehoused  nnder  the  authority  of  diit 
act,  be  made  within  die  said  spaoe  of  eightM 
months;  but  if  not  exported  within  that  period, 
that  the  full  duties  payaUe  by  law,  and  also  whia 
imported  in  American  ships,  the  coontervailia; 
duty  imposed  br  this  act  shall  be  paid  for  the  i 
sune^  and  not  be  afterwards  drawn  back;  sad  | 
that  if  any  rice,  which  shall  have  been  imported 
into  any  port  of  this  kinffdora,  not  herein  Mac 
specially  named,  and  shaU  have  been  warchoai^ 
upon  the  importer's  bond,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
shall  within  the  time  herein  before  meatiooed,  be 
taken  out  of  the  warehouse  wherein  it  shall  haie  j 
been  so  secured,  to  be  exported  directly 
thence,  the  bond  entered  into  for  the  payaMBl4U 
the  said  duties  (hereon  shall  be  disehiiged  aad 
canedled  bjr  dehentnre  or  dc^efttareL  mads  a^ 
and  paMcd  in  the  asual  maimer,  for  tnequaanly 
or  quantities  of  riee  dalp  expected  ;-aad  if 
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rioe  imported  iato  any  port  of  this  Jnngdom,  not 
heRhi  Before  s{»ciaUy  aamed  and  warehovsed  in 
minoMr  uforesatd,  shall  be  takra  oat  of  any  sueh 
waKbouse  (ot  home  eomumption,  the  remainder 
<tf  the  duties  due  and  payable  b^  law,  and  also, 
whoi  imported  in  American  ships,  the  counter- 
railiaff  doty  by  this  act  imposed,  saaJl,  prerionsly 
10  its  being  taken  out  of  such  warehouse,  be  paid 
to  the  collector  of  His  Majesty's  customs  at  the 
where  snch  rice  shall  be  so  warehoused, 
ded,  that  if  any  ripe  warehoused  under  the 
lathority  of  this  act  shall  remain  in  such  ware- 
IwiMe  beyond  the  period  of  eighteen  months,  upon 
Mich  the  ftill  duties  dae  and  payable  by  law  shall 
■ot  have  been  paid,  then  in  such  ease  the  same 
Aatt  and  may  be  sMd  for  the  datiea,  in  like  man- 
ner, and  nader  the  same  rules,  r^fnlations,  and 
mtttetioiw,  as  any  odier  eoods  are  now  directed 
by  law  to  be  sold  for  the  daties,  and  the  produce 
api^ied  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  an  act, 
paand  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  oi  her  late 
Majestjr  Qmeen  Anne,  entitled  "  An  act  for  en- 
eoiB^Bg  the  tobacco  tzade." 

Vni.  Provided  alwaj^,  and  be  it  Jitrther  en- 
acUdj  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  importation  of  rice  and 
other  articles,  without  payment  of  any  duty  what- 
ever, by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  com,  meal,  flour,  and  [wtatoes, 
and  to  permit  the  importation  of  corn  and  other 
articles  of  provision,  for  a  limited  time,  in  any 
ships  whatever,  without  payment  of  duty,"  and 
in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  mentioned  during 
the  continuance  thereof. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  so  imported  from  the 
Doited  States  of  America,  shall,  upon  the  export- 
ation thereof  to  any  foreign  country,  be  entitled 
to  the  same  drawbacks  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be 
lif  law  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  like  denomination 
ud  description,  when  exported  to  any  forei^ 
eeontryj  and  that  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  mae  drawbacks  and  bounties  oa  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  this  kingdom  to 
ihe  teniloriee  of  the  United  Stues,  or  any  of 
tbtm,  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be  allowed  by  law 
upon  the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, of  the  like  denomination  or  description,  to 
lay  of  the  islands,  {dantations,  or  colonies,  belong- 
ug  to  Uia  Crown  a  Great  Britain  in  America. 

X.  And  be  it  Jw^r  etuxcted,  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid  the  same  drawbacks  upon  the 
exportation  ctf  any  sort  of  foreign  hemp,<»iorei^ 
mi,  aiporled  from  this  kingdom  to  any  British 
eelony  or  plantation  in  America,  and  to  the  tei^ 
riiaries  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any 
of  them,  as  are  or  may  bgreafter  be  allowed  by 
law  upon  the  exporutioikor  the  Uke  sort  of  hemp, 
or  iroa,  to  other  foreign  parts. 

XI.  And  wfaeeeas  by  the  said  fifteenth  article 
•f  ^  treaty  before  mentioned  the  British  Gov- 
ennent  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  imposing 
Miefa  ^aty  as  may  be  adequate  to  countenrail  the 


difference  of  duty  not  payable  on  the  importa- 
tion of  European  and  Asiatic  goods,  when  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  m  British  or  in 
American  vesselsj  be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that,  from  and  after  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  there  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collect- 
ed and  paid,  to  and  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  on  (he  importation  into  this 
kingdomofthegoods,  wares  and  merchandise,  here- 
inafter mentioned  or  described,  beingof  the  growth, 
production,  or  manufacture  of  any  of  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ^mpor^- 
ed  directly  thence  in  American  ships  or  vessels, 
owned  and  navigated,  as  by  this  act  is  required,  the 
followingadditional  duties  of  customs,  that  is  to  say: 
on  the  importation  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  anid 
merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  (except  tobacco,  and 
other  artieles,  far  which  provision  is  hereinafter 
made,]  an  additional  duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
ten  pounds  per  centum  on  the  produce  and  amount 
of  the  several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable 
by  law,  on  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  of 
the  like  goods  or  merchandise,  from  any  of  the 
said  United  States,  in  British  built  ships  or  ves- 
sels ;  on  the  importation  of  any  sueh  pig  iron,  bar 
iron,  potash,  pearlash,  in  manner  aforesaid,  an  ad- 
ditional duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  often  pounds 
per  centum,  on  the  produce  and  amount  of  the 
several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable  by  law 
on  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  any  such 
goods  from  any  British  colony  or  plantation  in 
America,  when  not  accompanied  with  the  certi- 
ficates required  by  law ;  on  the  importation,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  of  any  such  pitch,  tar,  turpen- 
tine, rosin,  mahogany,  masts,  yards,  and  bowsprits, 
and  nomanufiicturea  goods  and  merchandise  as 
aforesaid,  (wood,  staves,  and  tobacco  excepted,) 
an  additional  duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  tea 
pounds  per  centum  on  the  produce  and  amonni  of 
the  several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable  by 
law  on  the  imjportation  of  any  such  goods  into 
this  kingdom,  from  any  British  colony  or  planta- 
tion in  America;  on  the  importation  in  manner 
aforesaid,  of  any  such  unmanufactured  wood  and 
staves,  an  additional  duty,  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
ten  t>ottnds  per  centum  on  the  produce  and  amount 
of  the  several  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable 
by  law,  on  the  importation  of  any  such  goods  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Earope,  not  withm 
His  M^esty*s  dominions,  in  British  built  ships  or 
vessels;  on  the  importation,  ia  manoer  aforesaid, 
of  any  oil  made  from  fish,  or  creatures  living  in 
the  sea.  and  blubber,  whale  fins,  and  spermaceti, 
being  me  produce  of  the  fisheries  carried  on  by 
the  pet^le  of  the  said  United  States,  and  imported 
directly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom  in  Ameri- 
can ships  or  vessels,  owned  and  navigated  as  by 
this  act  required,  an  additional  duty,  at  and  after 
the  rate  often  pounds  per  centum,  on  the  produce 
and  amount  of  the  several  duties  of  customs  due 
and  payable  by  law  on  the  importation  of  any 
such  goods  into  this  kingdom  from  countries  not 
under  the  dominion  of  His  Majesty ;  on  the  im- 
portation, in  manoer  aforesaid,  of  any  such  tobac- 
co so  imported,  an  additional  duty  of  e^toms,  at 
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and  after  the  rale  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  for 
ererr  hundred  pounds  weight  of  such  toDacco. 

Xll.  Promded  always,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  cODtained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend, to  charge  or  impose  the  duty  of  ten  pounds 
per  ceatum  this  act  imposed  on  certain  goods 
and  merchaodise  imported  into  this  kingdom  from 
the  said  United  States  in  American  ships,  on  the 
produce  or  amount  of  the  respective  duties  of  fire 
pounds  per  centum,  and  of  ten  pounds  per  centum, 
granted  His  Majesty  by  an  act  made  in  this  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament,  entitled  "An  act  for 
granting  to  His  Majesty  certain  duties  of  customs 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into, 
exjiorted  from,  or  brought  and  carried  coastwise 
within  Great  Britain,  except  wine,  and  except 
coals  when  brought  or  carried  coastwise ;  and  for 
applying  the  money  to  a  use  by  virtue  of  an  act, 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  reduction  of  (he  drawbacks  and 
bounties  now  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  sugar, 
towards  defraying  the  increased  charge  occasioned 
1^  any  loan  eraoted,  or  stock  created,  by  any  act 
or  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament.' " 

Xlil.  Provided  ahoaya,  That  if  any  goods  or 
merchandise  so  importra  from  the  IJnited  States 
of  America  shall  be  permitted,  by  virtue  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  force  at  the  time  of 
such  importatioir,  to  be  secured  in  warehouses, 
without  the  payment  of  the  duties  due  on  the  im- 
{Kirtation  thereof,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  addi- 
tional duties  of  customs,  by  this  act  imposed,  shall 
not  be  payable,  uule-^s  and  until  such  goods  shall 
be  taken  out  of  such  warehouse  for  the  purpose  of 
being  used  or  consumed  in  this  kingdom. 

XIV.  Promded  always,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend, to  repeal  or  anywise  alter  the  duties  of 
package,  scavage,  batliage,  or  portage,  or  any  other 
duties  payable  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  and 
citizens  of  the  city  of  London,  or  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  beinc,  or  to 
any  other  city  or  town  corporate  within  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  or  to  repeal,  or  anywise 
altar  any  special  ^r'mlese  or  exemption  to  which 
any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate 
is  or  are  now  entitled  by  law,  but  the  same  shall 
be  contined  as  heretofore. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  of 
the  duties  of  customs  and  excise  by  this  act  im- 
posed, as  shall  arise  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England,  shall  be  under  the  management 
of  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  customs 
and  excise  in  England  for  the  time  being,  and  such 
thereof  as  shall  arise  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland  shall  be  under  the  management 
of  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  ctMtoms 
and  excise  in  Scotland  for  the  time  being. 

XVI.  ^nd  6e  tf  yurtAer  enacfad  6y  <A«  ouMori/y 
4^oresaidy  Tliat  the  duties  of  costoms  and  exeis& 
and  the  drawbacks  of  the  duties  of  customs  and 
excise  upon,  for,  or  in  respect  of  the  several  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  by  this  act  imposra  and 
allowed,  shall  and  may  be  respectively  managed, 
ascertained,  raised,  levied,  collected,  answered, 
paid,  recovered,  and  allowed,  in  such  and  the  like 


manner,  and  in  or  by  any  or  either  of  the  means, 
ways,  or  methods  by  which  the  former  duties  of 
customs  and  excise,  and  drawbacks  of  duties  of 
customs  and  excise  upon  goods,  wares,  or  ma>- 
chandise  in  general,  and  a&o  by  any  or  either  of 
the  special  means,  ways,  or  meutods  respectively, 
by  which  the  former  duties  of  eastoms  aod  eicisc^ 
and  drawbacks  of  duties  of  customs  and,  excise, 
upon  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  tbie  same, 
sorts  or  kinds  respectively,  were,  or  might  be  mu- 
aged,  ascertained,  levied,  raised,  collected,  answer- 
ed, paid,  recovered,  and  allowed,  and  the  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  so  by  this  act  respectively 
made  liable  to  the  payment  of  or  chargeable  wits 
duties  of  customs  and  excise,  or  so  entitled  to 
drawback  of  duties  of  customs  and  excise,  upon 
the  importation  thereof  into,  or  exportation  there- 
of from,  Great  Britain,  or  on  any  other  acconnl 
whatever,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  made 
subject  and  liable  to  all  and  every  the  conditions, 
regulations,  rules,  restrictions,  and  forfeitures,  to 
which  goods,  wares,  or  mercnandise  in  gaieral, 
and  also  all  and  every  the  speciiU  cooditions, 
rules,  restrictions,  regulations,  and  forfeitures,  re* 
spectively,  to  which  the  like  goods,  ware^  or  mer- 
chandise, respectively,  were  subject  and  liable  by 
any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  force  on  and  im- 
mediately before  the  passing  of  this  act  respecting 
the  revenues  of  customs  and  excise,  except  where 
any  alteration  is  expressly  made  by  this  act ;  and 
all  and  every  pain,  penalty,  fine,  or  forfeiture,  of 
any  nature  or  kind  whatever,  for  any  offence 
whatever  committed  against  or  in  breach  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  force,  on  and  immedi- 
ately before  the  passing  of  this  act,  made  for  se- 
curing the  revenue  of  customs  and  excise,  or  for 
the  regulation  or  improvement  thereof,  and  the 
several  clauses,  powers,  and  directions  therein  con- 
tained (unless  where  expressly  altered  by  this  act) 
shall  and  are  hereby  directed  and  declared  to  ex- 
tend to,  and  shall  be  respectively  applied,  practised, 
and  put  in  execution  for  and  in  respect  w^theser^ 
ral  auties  of  customs  and  excise  and  drawbacks  of 
duties  of  etutoms  and  excise  hereby  charged  sad 
allowed,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  to  alt  io- 
teots  and  purposes  whatever,  as  if  all  and  every 
the  said  acts,  clauses,  provisions  powers,  direc' 
tions,  fines,  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeitures,  woe 
particularly  repeated  and  re-enacted  in  the  body 
of  this  act. 

XVII.  And  whereas,  by  the  said  fifteenth  a^ 
tide  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  it  is  farther 
agreed  that  the  British  Government  does  reserve 
to  itself  the  right  of  imposing  on  American 
vessels,  entering  into  the  British  ports  in  fin- 
rope,  a  tonnage  duty  equal  to  that  which  shall  be 
payable  by  British  vessels  ia,the  ports  of  America: 
and  whereas  it  is  thought  expedient,  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  exercise  the  power  reserved  in  the  said 
article  so  far  only  as  plates  to  imposing  a  toa- 
nage  duty  on  AmericnE« ships  entering  the  ports 
of  His  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  eqiul  to 
the  excess  of  the  duty  payable  in  the  ports  t^the 
United  States  by  British  ships,  beyond  that  which 
is  payaUe  by  American  ships  entering  the  subs 
ports:  Be  U  thereon  enacted.  That,  frara  and 
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after  the  fifth  day  of  JaDUary,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-ei^bt,  there  sbalt  be  rained, 
leried,  collected,  and  paid,  unto  and  for  the  use  of 
Hislujesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  a  tonnage 
daty  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  shillings  of  good 
and  lawful  money  of  Oreat  Britain,  for  each  and 
ereiy  ton  burden  of  every  ship  or  vessel  belong- 
log  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  coming  or  arriving  within  the  limits  of 
any  port  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  the  tonnage  of 
every  such  ship  or  vessel  shall,  in  case  of  any 
doubt  or  dispute  as  to  the  same,  oe  ascertained  by 
admeasurement,  in  the  mode  and  manner  directed 
by  an  act  {wased  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  His 
nesent  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
farther  increase  and  encouragement  of  shipping 
and  navigation." 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  the  au- 
ihority  qforetaid  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  any  <^&cer  or  ofBcers  of  His  Majes- 
^'s  customs  to  au^and  detain  every  ship  or  vessel, 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  duty,  until  the 
said  duty  is  paid  as  aforesaid ;  and,  in  case  pay- 
ment thereof  shall  not  be  made  for  the  space  of 
three  calendar  months  after  the  arrival  of  such 

^sbip  or  vessel  at  any  port  in  this  kingdom,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  customs  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, respectively,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
to  cause  such  nhip  or  vessel,  and  her  masts,  appa- 
kL  and  furniture,  to  be  sold  publicly  to  the  nest 
noder,  and  the  produce  thereof  to  be  applied,  first, 
to  the  charges  that  shall  arise  by  such  detention 
and  sale ;  next,  to  the  said  duty  imposed  by  this 
ict,  and  the  overplus  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietor 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  other  person  duly  au- 
thorized bv  such  proprietor  to  receive  the  same. 

XIX.  And  be  tt  jitrlher  enacted  bp  theauihori- 
tyirforeaaid,  That  the  tonnage  duty  hereby  im- 
posed shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  proper 
officer  of  His  Majesty's  customs,  at  the  respective 
ports  or  places  where  such  duty  shall  become  dne 
ud  payable,  and  such  duty  shall  be  under  the 
maaagement  of  the  commissioners  of  His  Majes- 
ty's customs  in  England  and  Scotland,  respeet- 
iveW. 

aX.  And  to  the  intent  that  the  said  duty  may 
oe  answered  and  paid.  Be  it  further  enacted  try 
me  authority  qfaremid.  That  no  officer  of  His 
Mamiy'i  customs  whatever,  or  his  drauty,  or 
at  any  of  the  said  ports  or  {daces  m  Great 
Britain,  where  such  ivty  shall  become  due  and 
payable,  shall,  from  and  aHa  the  Mid  fifth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hiudred  and  ninety- 
eight,  take  or  receiv.e  any  entry  outwards,  cocket 
or  r^rt  outwards,  for  any  ship  or  vessel  liable  or 
subject  to  the  said  duty,  nor  shall  such  ship  or 
vessel  be  suffered  or  permitted  to  depart  from  any 
such  port  or  place  until  the  said  duty  rhall  be 
paid,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  to  the 
respective  collectors  or  other  principal  officers  of 
His  Majesty's  customs  authorized  to  receive  the 
same,  and  until  the  respective  master  or  owner  of 
any  such  ship  or  vesseL  subject  to  the  payment  of 
such  duty,  shall  show  lb  such  respective  officer  a 
receipt  for  the  same. 


XXI.  And  be  tt  Juriher  enacted,  That  all  the 
moneys  from  time  to  time  arising  by  tbe  sevml 
new  and  additional  duties  by  this  act  imposed  as 
aforesaid,  (the  necessary  charges  of  raising  and 
accounting  for  the  same,  respectively,  excepted,) 
shall  from  time  to  time  he  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  His  Majesty's  exchequer  at  Westminster,  and 
the  said  money,  so  paid  in  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
carried  to  and  made  part  of  the  consolidated  fund. 

XXII.  And  whereas,  by  the  thirteenth  article 
of  the  said  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation, between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  it  is,  among  other 
things,  [wovided,  that  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  the  tFnited  States  of  America  shall  be 
admitted  ud  hospitably  received  in  all  the  sea- 
ports and  harbors  of  the  British  territories  in  the 
East  Indies,  and  that  the  citizens  of  tbe  said  Uni- 
ted Slates  may  freely  carry  on  a  trade  betweoi 
the  said  territtncies  and  the  said  United  States,  in 
all  articles  of  which  the  exportation  or  importa- 
tion, respectively,  to  and  from  the  said  territories, 
shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited :  And  it  is  further 
provided,  That  the  said  trade  shall  be  carried  on 
under  the  regulations  contained  in  the  said  arti- 
cle ;  and  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  tbe  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  of  the  arti- 
cles exported  by  them  from  the  said  British  terri- 
tories to  any  port  or  place,  except  to  some  port  or' 

Slace  in  America,  where  the  same  shall  be  unla- 
en,  and  that  such  r^ulations  shall  be  adopted 
by  both  parties  as  shalTfrom  time  to  time  he  found 
necessary  to  enforce  the  due  and  fidthfol  obsor- 
ance  of  the  above  recited  stipulation:  Be  it  <Aere- 
fore  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  ships  beloDging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  on  the  said  trade  to  the  Bvtisfa 
territories  in  the  East  Indies,  and  to  import  into 
and  export  from  tbe  said  territories  all  articles  of 
which  the  importation  or  exportation,  respect- 
ively, to  or  from  the  said  territories,  shall  not  be 
entirely  prohibited,  in  the  manner,  and  with  the 
privileges  and  advantages,  and  subject  to  the  re- 
strictions and  regulations  contained  and  expressed 
in  the  said  thirteenth  article  of  the  said  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  end,  particularly,  not- 
withstanding any  provisions  contained  in  an  act 
passed  in  tbe  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Majesty  Kin^  Charles  the  Second,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  encouraging  and  increasing  of  ship* 
pins  and  naTigation." 

XXIII.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all 
acts  or  euffagements  entered  into  by  the  subjects 
of  the  [Jnitea  States  or  of  His  Majesty,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  thirteenth  article,  shall  be  deemed 
and  uhen  to  be  lawfully  done,  provided  the  same 
shall  have  been  done  or  entered  into,  since  the  final 
ratification  of  the  said  treaty ;  and  provided  tbe 
same  might  have  been  done  and  entered  into, 
agreeably  to  the  said  thirteentli  article,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  the  same  shall 
be  deemed,  and  taken  to  be,  m  all  respects,  and  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  tnesame 
had  been  done,  entered  into,  or  had  taken  place, 
■nbsequeot  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  any  prohil»- 
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tion  to  the  contrary  DotwithitandiDg ;  tod  ao  pea- 
ally,  forfeitore,  or  disabiUtyj  of  any  kind  or  mUnre 
whrntsoerer,  slutll  be  incurred  or  soed  for,  for  or 
on  account  of  any  «ich  acts  or  engagements. 

XXIV.  And  whereas,  by  the  ninth  article  of 
the  said  treaty,  it  was  agreed  that  British  si^jects, 
who  tben  held  hinds  in  the  territories  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  American  citizens,  who  then 
held  lands  in  the  dominioBs  of  His  Majesty,  should 
eoDtisne  to  hold  them  aec<Hrdtng  to  tbe  native  and 
tmure  of  their  reBpedire  States  and  titles  therein, 
and  might  grant,  sell,  or  devise  the  same  to  whom 
tiler  shoulaplnse,  in  like  manner  as  il'  they  wexb 
aatiTes,  and  that  nather  they  nor  their  heirs  or  as* 
Mgns  should,  M&r  as  inif^trespectthe  said  lands, 
and  the  legal  remedies  incident  thereto,  be  regard- 
ed as  aliens :  Be  U  ther^bre  aiaeted  the  m- 
ttofiAy  u^mMtddy  That  all  lands,  tenements^  and 
hctedituneiitB,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Bmain, 
or  the  territories  and  dependencies  thereto  be- 
longing, which,  on  the  said  twenty-eighth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety- 
&re,  (bebg  the  day  of  tbe  exchanae  of  tbe  ratifica- 
tioa  of  the  said  treaty  between  His  Hajeety  and 
the  United  States,)  were  held  by  Amenean  citi- 
Bens,  shall  be  held  and  enjoyed,  granted,  sold,  and 
derised,  according  to  the  stipu&tions  mod  agree- 
ments contained  in  the  said  article^  aoy  law,  cm- 
tom,  or  usage,  to  tbe  conttary  notwithstanding. 

XXV.  Frooidtd  ah^XM/t,  That  nothmg  herein 
contained  shall  extend,  or  be  oonstmed  to  extend, 
lo  give  any  right,  tide,  Of  .privilege,  to  any  person, 
not  being  a  BaOnl  bom  suineet  of  this  realm, 
w^ich  meh  person  would  not  have  been  entitled 
to,  if  this  act  had  not  been  made,  other  dian,  and 
Bzecptsueb  rig^Ms,  titles,  and  pnvileges,  aa  sbdl 
be  fMoessary  for  tbe  true  and  faithful  performanee 

the  stipulations  in  the  said  articTe  contained, 
lecordiag  lo  the  trne  intent  and  meaniag  thcEcof, 
or  to  give  to  any  person,  not  being  ^ther  a  oatu- 
lal  born  subject  oi  this  realm,  or  a  citizen  of  the 
aatd  United  Stales,  any  right,  tit^  or  privil^^  to 
which  such  person  would  not  have  been  entitled 
if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

XXVI.  And  whereas  by  the  said  beaty  it  is 
further  agreed,  that  His  Majesty  and  tbe  United 
Slates,  on  mutual  requisitions  by  them  resjpeet- 
irely,  or  by  their  respective  Blinistera  or  omoers 
tudwrized  to  make  ue  same^  will  deliver  up  to 
justice  all  persons  who,  beiojg  charged  with  mni^ 
w  or  formy  committed  within  tbe  jurisdiction 
of  either,  shall  seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the 
Dountries  of  the  other,  provided  that  this  shall 
only  be  done  on  such  evidence  of  criminality  as, 
M4Xirdlog  the  laws  of  the  jdace  where  the  fiigitive 
or  personso  charged  shall  be  found,  would  jnstify  his 
apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  of- 
fence had  there  been  committed,  and  that  the  ex- 

Gnse  of  such  apprehension  and  delivery  shall  be 
rne  and  defrayed  by  those  who  make  the  requi- 
aition,  and  receive  the  fujtitive :  Be  it  enacted  by 
(Ae  taoAority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  requisition 
aball  at  any  time  be  made,  in  pumiance  trf",  and 
according  to.  the  said  article,  for  the  delivery  of 
any  pexson  clianed  with  munlcr  or  foigoy,  com- 
nttted  wUhin  uiie  jwisdietion  (tf  the  said  United 


States,  it  shall  be  lawfnl  for  one  of  His  Haje^'s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  by  warrant  onder 
his  hand  and  seal,  to  signify  that  such  requisitioa 
has  been  so  made,  and  to  require  all  justices  ctf  the 
peace,  and  other  magisOates  and  officers  of  jusric^ 
to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and  to  be  aid* 
log  and  assisting  in  apprehending  the  person  ao 
chai^ed,attd  committing  such  person,  for  the  por- 
pose  of  being  delivered  up  lo  justice,  according  to 
the  provisions  in  the  said  article ;  and  thCTenpon 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
other  person  havinff  pOTver  to  commit  for  trial 
persons  charged  with  ofleoees  against  the  laws  of 
this  Kingdom,  to  examine^  «pon  oath,  any  petson 
or  persons  touching  the  truth  of  such  eharge,  and 
n|Mn  such  evidence  as,  according  to  the  mwu  of 
this  Kingdom,  would  justify  the  apprehraaion  Hid 
oommitraent  for  trial  of  the  person  so  chuged,  if 
the  oflenoe  wherewith  he  shall  be  so  cfaai^;ed  bad 
been  committed  in  this  Kingdom ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  soeh  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  per- 
sons having  power  to  commit,a8aA>re8aid,  toeoifr- 
mit  the  person  so  charged  to  His  Majesty's  jail, 
there  to  remain,  until  denvered  pursuant  to  snen  re- 
quisitioa, as  afoMsaid^  and  tberraipon  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  one  of  His  Majesty's  Secretaries  of. 
State,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  orda 
the  person  so  committed  to  be  delivered  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  autbonzed  by  tbe 
said  Uuted  Slates  to  receive  the  person  so  commit- 
ted, uid  eouTev  awh  person  to  tb«  dominion*  «f 
the  said  United  Btntes,  to  be  tried  for  the  oAbiee 
with  whidi  sndi  person  shall  be  so  ohnrged ;  and, 
if  the  person  so  eharged  shall  escape  oat  of  any 
custody  to  whidi  he  be  committed  as  afoe- 
said,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  retake  such  peraon  in 
the  same  manner  as  any  person  charged  with  any 
ofience  against  tte  laws  of  this  Kin^om  nay  n 
retakoi  upon  an  escape,  so  that  such  persm  so 
charged  as  aforesaid,  may  be  eficctually  delivered 
up  to  jastice,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meantm;  of  die  said  article  of  the  said  treaty. 

XXVII.  And  be  UJknher  enacted,  That  diis 
act  shall  contintte  in  force  so  long  as  the  said 
treaty  betwem  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
of  America  shall  continue  in  foree^  and  no  longer. 


[The  fidlowmg  documents,  ezpbunatorf  of  the  TreaQr 
with  Onsft  Britain,  and  die  ads  of  Pariiaaasnt 
laid  before  CeofrMi  by  ths  pnosding  Mu-sgg,  sie 
addsd  to  dMss  somamicated  ta7  the  PnaidaM.] 

King  to  the  Secretary  of  l^ate. 

LoNDon,  Jtme  13,  1797. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  yon,  in  a  far- 
mer letter,  that  a  bill  was  soon  to  be  brought  into 
Fariiament,  making  the  commercial  provisiotts 
required  by  oar  treaty.  Such  a  tntl  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  House  of  Commtws ;  and,  an 
abstract  of  it  having  been  seat  to  me  from  Lord 
Orenville'B  of&eej  I  sent  bis  Lordship  a  note,  with 
sundry  observstioosnpon  the  regulations  proposed 
to  be  establiubed  concerning  ear  trade  and  naviga- 
tion, and  requesting  his  Lordship  to  confer  with 
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me  upoD  the  subject  before  the  bill  should  be  dis- 
cussed ID  the  House  of  Commons. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  abstract,  note,  and  re- 
maiks.  Id  my  conference  with  Lord  GreoTille, 
I  briefly  ncapitulBted  the  objections  which  had 
eeenned  a^mst  the  prorisioa  of  the  bill.  His 
Lwdabip  reeeiTed  them  with  great  candor,  and 
t^Berrea  that  the  details  of  the  treaty,  as  well 
as  tbe  proposed  regalations,  being  oat  of  his 
mind,  be  could  not  speak  with  confidence,  or 
oondosiTely,  icspecting  them,  that  m  respect  to 
the  nfquisition  that  our  ships  trading  to  Great 
Britain  should  be  American  built,  or  prize  vessels, 
-*nd  navirated  by  at  least  three-fourths  American 
seamen,  he  said  it  was  conformable  to  the  analo- 
gous prorisioas  in  all  former  cases,  and  that  this 
provisioB  existed  under  the  commercial  treaty 
with  France,  concluded  in  1786.  1  obserred  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  discri-minate,  in  certain 
eases,  American  built  from  foreign  built  ships, 
siaee  all  ressels  owned  on  a  certain  day,  in  toe 
year  17B9,  had  been  registered  as  Ameriean  ships : 
that,  though  the  greatest  part,  indeed,  nearly  all 
<>f  theae  ships  were  Atnericau  built,  yet  there  were 
m  few  foreign  boHtjand  that  a  discnmtnalion  was 
"impractieable.  His  Lordship  replied  that  he  did 
not  imagine  that,  in  practice,  tbere  would  be  any 
tlilBcalty  experieiieed  from  this  regulation.  I  re- 
peated, in  detaHj  the  objeotions  to  (he  biU,  on  ac- 
count of  the  omission  of  a  revision  correspooding 
with  that  part  of  the  fifteenth  article  ofthe  treaty 
which  it  has  been  supposed  aothorizes  us  to  im- 
pOTt  into  Great  Britain,  in  American  vessels,  the 
productions  of  every  country,  without  being  con- 
-fined  to  those  of  America;  I  said  the  article,  in 
this  respect,  was  io  the  face  of  the'  navigation  act, 
bat  that  we  could  understand  it  in  no  other  light. 
His  Lordship  answered  that  he  could  not,  at  mat 
"tune,  make  any  reply  on  that  jtoiDt,  ^ut  expected 
Tcry  som  to  be  able  fully  to  discuss  it. 

Hb  remarln  respecting  the  eottDterrailiAg  doty 
were  of  a  similar  nature.  He  said  they  were  de- 
sirous of  preservioK  the  t)resent  footing  of  the  trade, 
as  far  as  they  could  consistentlv  with  their  treaties 
with  other  nations,  and  that  ne  believed  that  the 
wiatiom  would  be  very  immaterial ;  that  a  table 
was  preparing  which  would  exhibit,  at  one  view, 
the  present  footiug  of  the  trade,  and  likewise  the 
TariatioDs  that  would  take  place  by  the  imposition 
^  the  countervailing  duty;  that,  tiU  such  a  view 
was  before  him^  he  could  not,  with  any  advantage, 
speak  concernmg  the  manner  of  executing  ue 
nght  reserved  to  them  by  the  treaty. 

His  Lordship  said  there  was  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  light  money  c<^lected  in  England,  and 
the  tonnage  duty  levied  in  America;  tne  former 
was  private  property,  and  the  latter  was  a  public 
revenae ;  besido,  that  the  British  lights  were  use- 
Ail  to  onr  eommerce,  not  only  with  England,  but 


also  with  other  neighborinff  nations,  while  our 
lights  were  of  advantage  onfy  in  our  trade. 

I  replied  that  the  object  of  tbe  parties  was,  to 
give  an  ei^nal  and  fair  competition  to  their  re- 
spective ships  in  their  trade  wi  ih  each  other ;  that 
it  was  ^  no  importance  and,  in  referonee  to  that 
equality,  dut  there  was  no  differeBce  wheUier  the 
impoeitioDwasfor  private  or  public  purposes.  Nor 
did  we  maintain  our  light-houses  at  less  ezpeue 
from  the  crrcomstanee  of  thair  beingj  from  oar 
local  position,  almost  Mclusirely  beneficial  to  the 
ships  that  resorted  to  our  ports ;  that  the  right, 
trnder  the  trea^,  to  impose  a  tonnage  duty  on 
American  ships,  must  be  decided  by  the  &ct  whe- 
ther British  ships,  resorting  to  the  American  pprti^ 
now  pay  a  greater  duty  per  ton  than  Amerieaa 
ships  pay  which  resort  to  British  ports. 

Loid  Grenville  said,  that  in  tbe  equalization  of 
tonnage  duties,  under  former  treaties,  the  light 
duties  had  never  been  included  in  the  compensa- 
tion, and  that  it  might  affect  their  whole  system 
to  consider  them  as  a  oruich  of  their  public  revenue 

I  replied  that,  in  order  that  their  system  might 
not  be  disturbed,  perhaps  it  might  be  agreed  that 
they  should  impose  the  proposed  duty  of  two  shil> 
lings  sterling  per  ton  on  American  vessels,  to  bal- 
ance the  di&rence  of  tonnage  duties  in  the  Ame- 
rican ports ;  and  that  we  should  impose  two  shil- 
liags  sterling  per  ton  on  British  ships,  to  balance 
the  difference  of  light  money  in  the  British  ports. 
Lord  Grenville  answered,  that  the  subject  was 
not  then  so  distinctly  in  his  possession  as  to  enable 
him  to  pursue  the  conversation  with  advantage. 

Concerning  the  India  trade  his  Lordship  said 
that  he  saw  no  objection  to  insert  a  clause  in  the 
bill,  or  to  introduce  a  new  bill,  giving  to  the  India 
company  a  right  to  permit  the  American  ships  to 
take  freights  from  India  to  China,  and  likewise 
from  Inaia  to  Europe,  leaving  the  subject  in  the 
discretion  of  the  local  Government  of  lodia ;  and 
that  it  was  likewise  proper  that  the  bill  should 
contain  a  clause,  making  valid  insurances  on  Ame- 
rican ^ips,  which  had  been  made  in  England 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  in  respMt  to 
the  doubt  which  has  been  started  in  tbe  case  itf 
the  American  ship  A^onaut,  Colleet,  master 
whether  the  trade  from  America  to  the  British 
territories  in  India  must  not  be  direct,  Lord  Gren- 
ville said  he  <lid  not  think  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  on  that  point  Our  conference  ended 
with  Lord  Grenville  saying  that,  as  soon  as  he 
should  receive  the  necessary  information  and  doc- 
uments on  this  subject,  be  would  converse  with 
me  further.  , 

I  ought  to  observe  to  you  that  no  eertaut  infer- 
ence results  from  this  conmsatioa ;  Lord  Gren- 
ville having  commenced  it  by  s^ing  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  speak  condurivdr  on  ftny  point, 

U^th  periect  respect,  dtc.,  RUFUS  KINO. 
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£The  bnowing  ii  dw  tbstnct,  tnuinnitted  Inr  Lord  OraiTills  to  Mr.  King,  and  tha  reinufci  vS  Mr.  King  tbtMB, 

referred  to  in  th«  prooeding  dMpatch.] 


AB8TBA.CT. 

Section  1.  Aoy  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, ttie  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  im- 
ported from  foreifo  countries,  may  be  imported 
directly  into  this  Kingdom,  subject  to  the  duties 
hereafter  mentioned,  in  American  built  ships,  or 
American  f»ize  ships,  owned  by  the  subjects  of 
the  aaid  United  States,  and  navigated  by  a  master 
and  three^buTths  at  least  AmericaoB. 


3.  American  produce  or  manufactures,  (except 
as  hereafter  eoomerated,)  to  ]»y  the  same  duties 
of  customs  and  excise  as  if  imported  from  any 
other  foxeigD  eoimtry  in  British  snips.  And  where 
different  duties  are  imposed  upon  importation  from 
diffovnt  fore^  conotries,  then  u^n  the  lowest 
of  such  duties  in  tables  A,  D,  and  F,  in  the  con- 
solidation act.  If  imported  in  American  ships, 
then  subject  also  to  the  counterTailing  duties  im- 
posed by  this  act. 

3.  Pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin, 
potash,  pearlash,  masts,  yards,  bowsprits,  and  un- 
manufactured wood  and  staves,  imported,  without 
any  certificate,  to  pay  the  same  duties  as  if  im- 
ported in  British-built  ships,  from  the  British 
Plantations,  with  certificates  subject,  also,  if  im- 

Sorted  in  American  ships,  to  the  countervailing 
nties  imposed  by  this  act. 

4.  Oil,  blubber,  whale  fios,  and  sj^ermaceti,  may 
be  imported  on  the  same  duties  as  if  imported  in 
Brttisn-built  ships  from  foreign  countries,  subject 
likewise  to  the  coanterTaUing  duties  imposed  by 
this  act. 


BGHAHES. 

Section  1.  Tb«  ships  belooging  to  the  peo[de 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  consist 
American  built  and  foreign  built  ships.  Thii 
section  establishes  a  discrimination.  American 
built  ships,  belonging  to  Americans,  may  trade  to 
Great  Britain;  ships  not  built  in America,tbo(0 
owned  by  Americans,  may  not  trade  to  Oral 
Britain,  unless  they  are  i»ize  ships.  It  is  not 
plain  that  the  treaty  jfermits  this  discrimmuiDB 
to  be  made.  The  expressions  in  the  14ih  «• 
tide  are,  "  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  two 
couDtries,  respectivdy,  shall  have  libert^r  freelf 
and  secure)?,  &c.,  to  come  with  their  ships  and 
canoes  to  tne  lands,  cities,  within  the  domiii' 
ions  and  territories  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  the 
same,  d»;.,  subject  as  to  what  respects  tbis  article 
to  the  laws  of  the  respective  countries."  This 
limitation  is  supposed  to  regard  the  prohibition oC 
and  the  duties  upon,  particular  commodities,  aod 
not  to  refer  to  the  quality  of  the  ships,  nor  (be 
manner  in  which  tbev  shall  be  navi^ted,  whe- 
ther navigated  by  suDiects  or  foreigners.  The 
section  seems  to  be  liable  to  objection,  not  pnWos 
account  of  the  discrimination  of  native  builtnoa 
foreign  boih  ships,  but  also  in  respect  to  the 
latiou  that  three-fourths  of  the  crew  of  Amm^ 
ships  should  be  Americans— regulations  adom 
by  Great  Britain,  in  their  system,  but  not  reqaim 
by  the  United  Stales.  A  third  objection  to  the 
section  is,  that  it  confines  the  American  trade  with 
Great  Britain  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  contrary  to  a  clause  of  the  Idth  article  « 
the  treaty,  that  permits  the  importation,  by  Ame- 
rican vessels,  01  any  article  (wnether  the  prodoc- 
tion  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  or  oihN- 
wise)  that  may  be  imported  by  the  ships  of  uf 
other  country. 

Sections  8,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  These  sections  ap- 
pear to  change,  m  several  instances,  the  fooiiu 
on  which  the  American  trade  now  stands;  aot 
this  to  its  disadvantage.  At  this  time  any  nn* 
manufactured  goods  and  merchandises,  the  im' 
portation  of  which  u  not  prohibited  by  taw,  (a- 
cept  tobacco,  fish  oil,  whale  fins,  and  spOTnaeeti, 
which  are  subject  to  other  regulations,)  and  snf 
pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  pot- 
ash, pearlash,  indigo,  masts,  yards,  and  bow^ts, 
the  growth  or  production  of  the  United  States, 
may  ne  imported  on  the  footing  specified  in  the 
third  section.  AH  other  goods  and  merchandise, 
(except  tobacco,  snufl",  and  rice,)  not  above  eno- 
merated ;  and  also  fish  oil,  whale  fins,  and  sperma- 
ceti ;  being  of  the  growth,  production,  or  maW* 
facture  of  the  United  States,  may  be  imported  oo 
the  footing  specified  in  the  second  section. 

Tobacco,  snuff,  and  rice,  will,  remain  upon  the 
same  footing  on  wiiich  they  now  stand. 

These  changes  will  yield  little  or  no  advantsfe 
to  the  British  revenue ;  ther  will  tfkeL  ^^"^ 
tageously,  the  coarse  of  ousinesa  which,  nom 
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5.  Tobacco  may  be  imported  on  tbe  same  du' 
ties  as  from  a  British  colooy;  and  souff  upon  the 
same  duty  as  when  imported  from  Europe,  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  of  the  29lh  Geoi^e  III., 
and  30th  Greorge  III.,  and  to  the  couaterTaitiug 
daty. 

6.  Rice  may  be  landed  and  warehonsed  upon 
pajriog  8d.  the  ewt^and  giving  bond  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  duties  within  eij^teen  months : 
Provided  that,  in  the  port  of  London,  and  other 
enumerated  ports,  it  may  be  landed  aod  ware- 
housed without  paying  any  duty,  with  liberty  to 
export  the  same  withm  eightem  months  j  or,  if 
taken  out  for  home  coosnmptioD,  upon  paying  tbe 
duty  payable  thereon. 

A  saring  of  the  temporary  provision  bill,  which 
admits  certaio  articles  duty  free. 

7.  Goods,  &C.,  exported  from  the  United  States, 
entitled  to  the  same  drawbacks,  when  exported 
from  Grl^t  Britain  to  any  foreign  country,  as  the 
like  goods  are  entitled  to  on  exportation  to  any 
other  foreigu  country,  by  law ;  and  goods  exported 
to  the  United  States^  entitled  to  the  same  draw- 
backs and  bounties  as  if  exported  to  the  British 
ooloniea. 

8.  The  same  drawback  upon  the  exportation  of 
fore^  hemp  and  iron  to  any  British  colony,  or  to 
the  United  States,  as  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  b^ 
allowed  by  law,  upon  the  exportation  thereof  to 
other  foreign  ports. 

9.  From  and  after  tbe  5th  of  January,  1798, 
goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  tbe  Umted  States  of  America,  imported  into 

country,  directly  from  the  said  States,  in 
American  ships,  to  be  subject  to  the  following 
additional  duties  of  customs,  viz : 

10.  All  goods,  except  tobacco  and  other 
articles  for  which  provistoo  is  made  hereafter,  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  customs, 
payable  on  such  articles  when  imported  firom  the 
United  States  in  British  ships. 

11.  Pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot  and  pearl  ash,  ten 
per  cent.,  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  customs 
inyable  on  the  said  articles  imported  from  any 
ftitish  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  when 
not  accompanied  with  the  certificates  required 
by  law. 

12.  Pitchj  tar,  turpentine,  rosin,  masts,  yards, 
and  bowsprits,  ten  per  cent.,  on  the  amoont  of  the 
custom  duties  payable  on  these  articles  when  im- 
ported from  any  British  colony  or  illation  in 
America. 

13.  Unmanufactured  wood  and  staves,  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  duties  of  customs  payable  on  such 
goods,  imported  from  any  part  of  Europe  not 
within  His  Majesty's  domains,  in  British  snips. 

14.  Oil,  blabber,  whale  fins,  and  spennaceti,  the 
produce  of  American  fisheries,  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  duties  of  customs  payaU^  on  the  like  articles, 
on  importation  from  countries  not  under  the  do- 
minion of  His  Majesty. 

15.  Tobacec^  18a.  per  huadred  lbs.  weight. 

16.  This  act  not  to  be  construed  to  impose  this 
additional  doty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties  of 
five  per  cent.,  and  ten  per  cait.  granted  to  His 
l^esty,  by  an  act  of  the  present  sesrioa,  <hi  ear- 


practice,  has  become,  in  some  degree,  habitual ; 
tbey  regard  a  subject  of  detail  and  intricacy  in 
which  alterations,  for  slight  causes,  should  be 
avoided ;  they,  moreover,  afibrd  occasion  for  mis* 
representation  and  misunderstandings;  added  to 
which,  the  early  period  at  which  the  commercial 
regulations  of  the  treaty  must  again  come  under 
examination,  and  the  mntoal  interest  of  the  par- 
ties, that  the  most  impartial  and  liberal  views 
should  prevail  on  that  oeeasioa,  may  lead,  at  leas^ 
to  a  doubt  whether  any  change  of  the  existing 
state  of  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States^  will  be  a  measure  of  prulenee,  in 
reference  to  future  and  more  important  anange- 
ments  on  that  subject. 


Sections  9  to  20,  both  inclusive.  These  sec- 
tions are  liable  to  objections ;  the  right  to  impose 
a  couatervailing  duty  is  clear ;  the  policy,  under 
existing  circumstances,  of  exercising  this  right, 
merits,  perhaps,  consideration. 

Most  of  the  commodities  imported  into  Great 
Briuin  by  American  ships  are  raw  materials,  and 
of  importance  to  the  manufactures,  to  the  naviga- 
tion, and  to  the  marine  of  England ;  the  policy  of 
England  has  hitherto  been,  to  obtain  these  arti- 
cles in  the  cheapest  and  most  easy  manner :  this 
connterrailing  duty,  though  disadvantageous  to 
the  Americao,  will  enhance  the  price  of  raw  mar 
terials  to  the  manufacturer  of  Slogland ;  it  will 
also  change  the  present  footing  of  the  American 
trade,  and  be  liable  to  the  inconveniences  that 
may  arise  from  such  change. 

Besides,  the  object  whicb  alone  can  be  in  view 
in  the  imposition  of  this  cooDtervailing  tax,  may 
be  defeated,  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  sub- 
sequent to  the  peace :  it  is  only  for  that  term  that 
the  Americao  Government  are  restrained  from 
increasing  the  existing  difierence  of  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  Ameri- 
can and  British  ships ;  the  British  Qovernment 
can  countervail  only  the  now  existing  difiereacej 
the  American  Government  cannot  mcrease  this 
difference  at  any  time  before  the  ezinration  of  two 
years  aAer  the  peace ;  but,  afterwards,  they  may 
increase  the  differepee ;  and  the  Bridsh  Govern- 
ment will  have  no  right  to  countervail  such  aug- 
mentation. It  may  be  added  that,  admitting  the 
policy  to  be  as  clear  as  the  right^  still  it  is  not  ob- 
vious that  the  manner  of  imposing  this  counter- 
vailing duty  is  warranted  by  the  tteaty.  The 
right  reserved,  is  to  countervail,  by  an  adequate 
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tain  goods  (exeeiM.wiiie  and  coaU)  exported  from,  duty,  the  differeace  of  duty  payable  od  goods  im- 
or  brought,  and  carried  eoastwiae  within  Great  ported  ioto  the  Uoited  States  by  American  lad 
Britain.  British  ships:  the  thing  lo  be  couaterrailed  it 

17.  This  additiooal  duty  of  ten  per  ceot.  not  to  not  a  given  sum,  bat  a  latio^  or  proportioD ;  die 
be  paid  on  goods  permitted  to  be  imported  from  role  is  simple,  and  its  application  should  be  » 
the  United  States,  to  be  warehouseo,  until,  and  likewise,  lostead  of  imposiog  ten  per  cent  npn 
qdIbm,  such  goods  are  takea  out  o(  the  wareboaie  the  duties  {wyable  on  American  goods  imported 
to  be  comsomed  in  this  Kingdom.  from  America  in  British  sfaipa,  which  it  is  coih 

18.  -This  act  not  to  exempt  from  duty  any  arti-  cetved  would  be  a  rule  ia  itself  simple,  as  wdl  ai 
cles  in  Americaa  ships,  waieh.  by  any  law  now  simple  in  its  operatbn,  these  sections,  in  some 
in  force,  may  be  imported  witbont  payment  tk  cases,  impose  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  duties  pj- 
duty  onlv  upon  condition  of  tb^  being  brooffht  aUe  on  goods  imported  from  the  Uoited  Suta 
in  Britisn  snips,  unless  snch  goods  are  panici£ir-  by  Britisn  ships ;  id  others,  ten  per  ceot.  npoa  the 
ly  exempted  mm  duty  by  this  act.  duties  payable  on  similar  goods  imported  fron 

19.  ProTiso  to  sare  the  dnties  of  package,  seaT-  British  colonies,  without  certaia  certificates ;  in 
age.  balliage,  or  porterage,  or  other  duties  payable  others,  ten  per  centupon  thednties  payableoasim- 
totnecitv  of  London, or  other  corporation,  and  ilargoodsimportedfromBritisbcolooiesjiaothen, 
to  save  also  special  pnvil^es  and  exemptions  be-  inchiding  certain  articles  of  wood,  the  doty  on 
loDging  to  any  private  persoas  or  bodies  politic.      which  will  amount  to  a  prohibition,  tea  net  cenL 

20.  AH  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  placed  on  the  duties  payaUe  on  similar  goods  noporttd 
under  the  respective  Commissioners  of  Excise  and  in  British  ships  nrom  aay  part  of  Europe,  not  ni- 
Customs  in  England  or  Scotland.  All  these  du-  der  the  British  dominlMis ;  in  others,  iociodiif 
ties  and  drawbacks,  as  well  as  all  peaalties  and  the  important  article  of  fish  oil,  already  sabjeet  u 
forfeitures  arising  irom  this  act,  subjected  to  the  a  very  heavy  duty,  ten  per  cent,  upon  tbedtuiet 
rules  and  regulations  already  provided  by  taw  in  payable  on  similar  jgoods  imported  from  coontriet 
such  cases  respectively.  not  under  the  British  domimons ;  and,  intbecase 

of  tobaceo,  a  specific  sum,  not  a  proportitui  d 
duty,  of  18a.  per  hundred. 

It  is  poasiMe  that  this  mode  of  executing  the 
counter  vailing  right  may  be  the  least  bttrdensome 
to  the  American  commerce ;  but,  as  the  staodaids 
referred)  to  are  various  and  unknowa,  it  msirbe, 
likewise,  that  this  manner  of  executiag  the  right 
will  be  found  to  be  injurious ;  it  seems  entais 
that  it  wilt  be  obscure  to  the  Americans.  Bedded 
a  plain,  simple,  as  well  as  an  equiti-ble  mode  of 
imposing  this  eountervailing  duty  may  be  devised. 
Wny,  then,  resort  to  one  that  is,  at  least,  to  aot 
of  the  partie^  ol»curej  complex,  and  conceraiu  ; 
the  equity  of  which  it  can  only  be  ao  a&ii « 
conjecture. 

81.  A  ttmu^  duty  of  2«.  to  be  paid  by  Ameri-  Sections  31,  22,  33.  These  sections  propose » 
oaD  ships  arriving  in  Great  Britain,  such  tonnage  levy  3e.  per  too  on  American  ships,  under  dist 
ta  be  aseeruined  by  Admeasurement,  according  to  clause  of  the  16th  article  of  the  treaty  reserrinf 
statutes  26th  Georse  UL,  ch.  60.  to  Crreat  Britain  a  right  to  impose,  on  Ameiicu 

22.  Officers  of  the  customs  may  detain  ships,  vessels  in  Europe,  a  tonnage  duty,  to  equal  that 
and,  after  the  space  of  three  months,  such  ships  impost  on  Britisn  vessebvrithin  the  united  Staw- 
may  be  sold  for  paying  such  tonaage  auty.  Toe  object  of  the  treaty  was  to  put  upon  an  eqiii 

2S.  The  produce  of  snch  tonnage  duties  to  be  footing  the  ships  of  toe  two  oouotries  ia  their 
under  the  management  of  the  Commissioners  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  paeh  other.  This  wm 
the  Customs  in  Bngland  and  Scotland ;  aad  no  equitable ;  and  if  a  difference  of  imposition  ^A, 
meh  ship  is  to  be  sufiered  to  clear  out  until  the  it  should  be  cotutervaited  ;  the  propriety  of  the 
master  shall  have  produced  a  receipt  for  the  pay-  tax,  then,  depends  on  the  fact,  whether  BriiiH 
meat<tf  the  tmnag*  duty.  vessels,  trading  to  the  American  ports,  do 

higher  tmnage  duties  than  American  vesNl% 
trading  to  British  porta,  pay ;  the  coast  of  Amen- 
ea  ia  very  extensive ;  and,  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other,  is  lighted  at  a  ^eat  expense ;  there » 
no  duty  or  tax  collected  from  ships  under  the 
name  of  light  money ;  the  only  ttx  or  duty  u 
called  a  tonnage  duty,  which  amoanu  to  2».  3a. 
sterling  per  ton  on  foreign  ships }  this  tax,  togeth- 
er with  one  of  the  same  denominatioa,  but  le«  >■ 
amount,  paid  by  American  shhis,  is  paid  withw 
other  taaea  into  the  General  lisanuy,  and  sunn 
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■J4.  Monej  arising^  from  the  daties  imposed  by 
this  act  to  be  paid  into  the  Eicheqaer,  and  to  be 
made  part  of  the  consolidated  fond. 

25.  Lands,  At.,  holden  by  American  citizens 
on  the  88th  of  October,  1796,  shall  be  enjoyed, 
granted,  accordii^  to  the  stipolationa  and 
agreements  in  the  9th  artiele  of  the  treaty. 

d6b  Proriao,  that  this  shall  not  extend  to  gin 
to  penoD^  not  being  natmal  bora  subjects,  <nker 
nirile^,  &c,,  than  snch  at  an  neeessary  for  the 
nr^mng  purpose.* 

27.  In  ease  of  requisition,  according  to  the  27th 
artiele  of  the  treaty,  His  Majesty's  secretary  of 
State  is  to  reqotie  jostiees  of  the  peace,  dee.,  to 
qiprahend  persons  cnarffed  with  murder  or  forg- 
ery, committed  vithin  the  United  States,  and  to 
proceed  in  the  examination,  and  commit  to  iail 
Ac  same  as  if  such  crime  had  been  committed  in 
tbia  kingdom ;  and  to  order  the  persons  so  appr^ 
handed  and  committed  to  be  deliTsred  toany  per- 
son aatherized  from  the  United  Slates  to  receiTe 
tbem  into  custody. 


appropriated,  in  common  with  them,  for  the  par- 
ment  of  aDnttitiea,  and  the  various  objects  of  pub- 
lic expenditure,  includiag  the  building  and  sup- 
port of  light-houses,  beacoQs,  buoys,  dtc.  In  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  the  duties  paid  on  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  ships,  for  light  moaejr,  and  other 
objects,  vary ;  and,  indeed,  from  the  rights  of  dif- 
ferent cities  and  corporations  it  is  not  easy  to  as- 
certain, with  precision,  the  extent  of  these  de- 
mands upon  foreigners  in  their  commerce  with 
Great  Britain.  In  Liverpool  and  Bristol,  as  well 
as  in  London,  there  are  taxes,  incident  to  nariga- 
tion,  which  are  levied  in  a  doable  or  some  in- 
creased ratio  upon  foreign  ships ;  io  all  cases  the 
British  light  money  is  double  upon  fneign  ships. 
TheUghtsttfStGeorge'schanneLonforagn  ships, 
amount  to  lOd.  per  ton ;  in  the  BngU^  chaan^, 
to  2«.  4t2.  per  ton ;  and  the  Northern  lights,  to 
per  ton ;  and  American  ships,  touching  for  orders, 
and  bound  up  channel  as  far  as  Amsterdam,  pay 
all  the  channel  lights ;  and  if  to  the  northmrd  of 
Amsterdam,  they  pay  the  channel  and  northern 
lights ;  and  it  is  understood  that  this  dutr  is  ex- 
acted for  the  passage,  up  and  down,  whether  the 
vessel  returns  down  channel,  goes  north-about,  or 
never  returns.  Thus,  on  an  American  vessel  of 
J300  tons  burden,  the  duty  for  channel  lights  is 
X23  6«.  Sd^  and  for  northern  lights  £7  U.  8d., 
making  £30  8t.  Ad. ;  which,  takea  for  both  pas- 
sages up  and  down,  makes  £60  IQs,  8d^  or  0$.  Id. 
per  ton.  if  the  American  ship  falls  into.  St. 
George's  channel,  and  aAerwards  pursues  her  voy- 
age up  the  Eoglish  channel,  which  is  oot  uncom- 
mon, she  pays  for  the  lights  in  St.  George's  chan- 
nel, which  amount  to  lOd.  per  ton ;  which,  added 
to  Qs.  Id.  gives  a  toonage  duty  of  6«.  lid.  paid  by 
American  ships,  and  amounting,  on  a  ship  of  200 
tons,  to  £69  3f.  4cl.,  which  is  £H  lU.  Sd.  more 
than  is  paid  by  a  British  ship  of  the  same  ton- 
nage: Provided  that  British  ships  pay  for  the  pas- 
sage, upand  down,  otherwise  the  difference  against 
the  American  ship  will  be  £49  15f.  lOd. 


Or  thus:  A  British  and  American  ship,  for  the 
advantage  of  all  the  tights  on  the  American  coast, 
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38.  Amerieait  ahipe  mar  trade  to  and  from  the 
British  territories  in  the  East  ladies,  subject  to  the 
restrictions  contained  in  Uie  13th  article  of  the 
treatr,  and  notwithstuidine  the  NaTuation  Act, 
ISdi  Charles  O,  see.  22. 

29,  All  acts  or  engaaeinents  done  or  entered 
into  bjr  American  or  British  snbjects,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  13th  article  of  the  treaty,  since  the 
final  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  in  conformity 
theretc^  shall  be  deen^ed,  to  all  intents  and  jhit- 
poses,  as  if  they  had  been  done  or  entered  into, 
subsequent  to  the  passing  of  this  act. 

30.  This  act  to  eontimie  as  long  as  the  treaty, 
and  no  longer.  ' 


in  tlieir  inward  aod  outward  passage,  pay  a  ton- 
nage duty,  viz : 

A  British  ship  of  200  tons   -   SPg,  £22  Ifk. 

An  American,  of  like  tonnage,    -     2  10 


Difference  - 


-  £2000 


A  British  and  American  ship  for  the  advantige 
of  the  lights  in  St.  Cteo^'s  Channel,  tbe  Enj^ 
Channel  and  for  the  Northern  Lights,  pay  a  ton- 
nage duty,  viz: 

British  ship  of  200  tons,  for  a  sin* 
gle  passage     -  X19  7i.  6d. 

Amencan  ship,  of  the  same  ton- 
nage, douUe  passage  -         -  69  3  i 

£19  15  10 


Or,  if  the  British  ship  pays  two,  or  doable  pu- 
sages,  then  thus : 

British  ship  -  -  -  £34  11«.  8d. 
American  do.  -        -        -   69  3  4 


Difference 


-  £34  11  8 


This  is  stating  the  question  in  the  stroageit 
manner  against  the  American  ships.  If,  insttsd 
thereof,  an  aTcrace  statement  cotud  be  inade,  «• 
peeially  if,  in  addition  to  the  henry  tax  ibr.  tke 
support  of  lights  vhich  foreign  shi|M  pay,  tbe 
local  and  corporate  dnties  are  taken  into  the  ac- 
count, it  is  confidently  believed  that  a  result  would 
appear  unfavorable  (if  not  in  the  extreme  above 
stiUed)  to  the  American  navigation.  The  eoo- 
clusion  is  against  tbe  proposed  tonnage  duty  of  2k 

gtt  ton,  on  American  ve^ls.  It  is  true  that. few 
rhish  vessels  are  at  present  employed  in  the  tts^ 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
This  may  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  withooi 
recourse  to  an  opinion  that  it  proceeds  from  tbe 
tonaage  duty  imposed  by  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  28.  The  American  cargoes  for  the  bdU 
market  consist  of  viues,  usually  taken  oo  board  ii 
the  outward  passage  at  Madeira,  and  various  otba 
articles,  sometimes  e<dlected  in  America,  and  ft^ 

auently  purchased  on  the  ontwud  passage  in  Eng- 
tnd  and  ehwwhere.  This  was  the  footing  « 
which  the  trade  stood  when  die  treaty  was  dub. 
The  object  of  the  treaty,  in  this  respect,  was,  to 
convert  a  faror  into  a  right  A  question  his  been 
started,  whetha  the  trade  from  the  United  SttW 
to  India  must  not  be  direct  in  the  outward,  as  wdl 
as  in  the  return  passage.  It  is  of  importance  to 
tbe  security  of  this  branch  of  the  American  com- 
merce, that  oo  doubts  should  exist  on  this  poi^t; 
and,  as  from  a  carefal  examination  of  the  article 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reason  to  dooU 
the  intentions  of  the  parties,  it  is  to  be  wished  ^ 
ex^NTessions  may  be  used  in  the  proposed  bul 
vHiicfa  shall  remove  all  questions  on  this  pw>|v. 

The  American  vessels  which  take  on  bond 
goods  in  the  British  territories  in  India  arereq1n^ 
ed  to  return  direct  to  America ;  but  it  never  hu 
been  understood  that  the  voyage  must  be  direct 
from  America  to  such  British  territories;  Bhowd 
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such  a  coDstraction  be  attempted,  it  would  defeat, 
in  a  very  considerable  degree,  the  benefit  of  the 
article.  The  footing  uf  sufferance  on  which  the 
trade  stood  before  the  treaty  would  be  preferable. 

Previous  to  the  treaty,  American  vessels  some- 
times obtained  freights  from  the  British  territo- 
ries in  India  to  China.  Ii  is  believed  that  such 
freights  are  still  occasionally  obtained  by  the 
Danes  and  Swedes  ;  and,  likewise,  that  the  shi^ 
of  these  nations  obtain  permission  of  the  British 
local  QoTernmeDt  in  India,  to  take  freights  from 
India  to  different  parts  of  Europe. 

It  would  be  a  very  satiiifactorv  measure  to  the 
American  merchants,  if,  by  a  clause  in  the  pro- 
posed act  of  Parliament,  these  advantages,  which 
are  gratuitously  enjoyed  by  the  Swedes  and 
Danes,  might  likewise  be  enjoyed  by  the  Ameri- 
eans,  in  such  eases  as  the  competent  authority  in 
India  should  allow. 

All  that  is  desired  on  this  head  b,  that  the  treaty^ 
may  not  be  construed  to  incapacitate  the  Amen- 
eaas  from  enjoying,  by  favor,  those  advantages 
which,  by  favor,  are  occasionally  granted  to  other 
neatru  and  friendly  merchants. 


Mr.  King  to  ^  Baentwy  of  State. 


London,  Jtdt/  4, 1797. 

Sir  :  In  a  farther  conference  with  Lord  Grea- 
ville,  respecting  the  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  with  us,  and  the  remarks  that  I  sent  him  on 
that  subject,  his  Lordship  stated  to  me  the  follow- 
ing observations  upon  these  remarks-,  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade : 

"  Section  1st.  The  object  of  this  clause  of  the 
biU  is  to  equal  (as  far  as  respects  the  United  States) 
the  3d  section  of  12th  Charles  II.,  c.  18 ;  by  which 
the  trade  with  Asia.  Africa,  and  America,  is  con- 
fined to  British  built  ships  only. 

"  It  is  conceived  that  the  discrimination  com- 
I^ined  of  is  clearly  comprehended  under  the 
words  "  subject  always,  as  to  what  respects  this 
article,  (that  is,  article  14,)  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  the  two  countries  respectively which  words 
cannot  be  supposed  to  relate  exclusively  to  duties 
and  prohibitions;  no  mention  whatever  being 
made  of  duties  or  prohibitions  in  any  part  of  the 
article. 

"  The  expression  their  aAtjv,  on  which  this  ob- 
jection is  grounded,  is  to  be  found  in  qiost  of  the 
commercial  treaties  concluded  by  Great  Britain, 
partictilarly  in  those  with  Russia  and  France.  But 
BO  idea  was  ever  entertained,  either  here  or  in 
Russia,  or  in  France,  that  by  such  a  stipulation, 
the  French  were  exempted  from  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  Act  of  Navigation;  and 
no  deviation  from  the  spirit  or  letter  of  that  act 
can  be  supposed  to  be  intended  by  either  party,  ex- 
cept where  it  is  expressed  in  the  most  uneqntToeal 
words. 

"  The  general  principle  of  the  bill  (with  a  vari- 
ety of  exceptions  in  favor  of  America)  is  to  pat 
America  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored 
European  nation.    The  regulations  respecting 
5th  Con.— 104 


the  build  of  European  ships,  and  the  persons  by 
whom  they  are  navigated,  apply,  more  or  less,  to 
the  trade  of  every  European  nation.  There  seems, 
therefore,  no  room  to  complain  that  they  are  ap- 
plied to  America.  It  may  ftirther  be  observed 
that  this  restriction  has  been  estaUished  by  the 
Orders  in  Council,  by  whicb  the  trade  has  hitherto 
been  regulated;  and  that,  under  this  restriction, 
the  trade  has  annually  increased,  and  is  now  car- 
ried OQ  entirely  in  American  bottoms. 

"  The  third  objection  arises  from  the  accidental 
omission  of  the  words  "trom  thence,"  in  the  copy 
of  the  abstract.  Those  words  are  in  the  Order  of 
Council,  and  will  be  in  the  act.  The  restriction 
upon  the  American  trade  is  no  more  than  a  re- 
striction of  the  indirect  importatiou  of  goods,  the 
growth^  produce,  or  inanufacture  of  America;  a 
restriction  which  applies,  in  all  material  articles, 
to  every  European  naiion.  All  European  articles, 
the  importation  of  which  is  not  confined  by  the 
Act  of  Navigation  to  British  ships,  or  ships  of  the 
build  of  the  country,  from  whence  such  articles  are 
brought,  or  has  been  since  exempted  from  the  op«- 

I  ration  of  that  act  by  particular  provisions,  will 
remain  free  to  American  ships,  in  common  with 

I  all  others. 

I    "The  extended  interpretation,  given  by  the  re- 
I  mark  to  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  15th  article,  is 
'  inadmissible.   In  the  first  place,  that  clause,  con- 
'  nected  with  what  precedes  it,  evidently  applies 
!  only  to  the  articles,  and  not  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  brought.   In  the  next,  the  inter- 
pretatioQ  would  completely  defeat, by  aside  wind, 
the  whole  principle  of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  hare  been  in- 
tended." 

Sections  2, 3, 4  5, 6,  7, 8.  Bjr  all  these  sections 
the  importation  of  all  American  articles,  in  Brit- 
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M  «ftuM,  is  intended  to  be  left  precisely  upon  the 
same  footing;  in  which  it  stood  by  the  Orders  in 
Council,  from  which  the  words  of  the  proposed 
act  are  nearly  taken.  These  have  been  now  acted 
upon  without  difficulty  for  many  years,  and  are 
clearly  understood,  both  here  and  in  America.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  occasion  isgiren 
for  misrepresentation  or  misander&tanding,  at 
least  in  this  part  oi  the  bill. 

"  It  is  true  that  non-enumerated  unmanufactured 
goods  and  merchandise,  which  were  importable 
under  the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  British  planta- 
tion duties  would  be  importable,  by  this  act,  on  the 
duties  payable  by  the  most  favored  nation.  The 
difference  is  not  believed  to  be  material,  because 
the  chief  articles  of  that  sort  are  sfiecified  in  the 
next  section,  and  are  thereby  made  importable  on 
the  British  plantation  duties;  and  because  there 
are  but  few  articles,  besides  those  speeded,  which 
pay  less  duty,  or  are  duty  free,  when  imported 
from  a  British  i^antation.  There  will,  however, 
be  no  objection  to  restore  non-enumerated  unman- 
ufactured goods  and  merchandise  to  the  footing  on 
which  ihey  stood  by  the  Orders  in  Council;  and 
the  bill  will  be  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  that  }>rinciple. 

"Alt  the  material  articles  of  the  American  trade, 
which  might,  according  to  the  treaty,  hare  been 
subjected  to  the  heavy  duties  now  payable  on 
many  of  them  by  the  most  favored  nation,  are  put 
upon  a  pur  with  the  same  articles  from  British 
colonies,  and  pay  either  a  very  low  duty,  or  no  duty 
at  all.  Among  the  latter  are  pot  and  pearl  ashes, 
bar  and  pig  iron,  and  most  articles  of  wood- 

^  Indigo  was  omitted  among  the  enumerated  ar- 
ticles, as  the  insertion  of  it  was  stated  by  the  olB- 
eers  of  the  customs  to  be  superfluous ;  it  beinp 
importable,  under  certain  regulations,  from  all 
coantries,  duty  free. 

"  The  general  stipulation  respecting  duties  in 
the  treaty  is,  that  the  duties  on  American  articles 
shall  not  be  higher  than  are,  or  shall  be,  payable 
on  the  like  articles  from  any  other  foreign  coun- 
try ;  and  the  provisions  oi  the  former  sections 
[ffove  that  this  country  is  sensible  of  the  principles 
of  policy  stated  in  the  remark. 

''^According  to  the  treaty,  such  further  duly  may 
also  be  imposed  as  may  be  (not  equal  to,  but)  ad- 
equate to  countervail  the  difference  of  duty  on 
the  importattoD  of  Eoropean  and  Asiatic  goods 
into  the  United  States,  in  British  and  American 
Tessels.  The  object  of  retaining  such  a  right  was 
by  no  means  to  check  American  trade,  but  to  pro- 
tect British  navisatioD,  on  the  same  principle  on 
which  America  nas  protected  her  own ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  exer- 
cised will  be  found,  upon  examination,  liberal ; 
never  exceeding,  aod,  in  most  cases,  falling  within 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  treaty. 

"The  interpretation  given  to  the  last  clause  of 
the  Idth  article  is  far  from  clear  or  admissible;  but, 
even  if  it  were  true  that,  at  the  period  referred  to,  the 
American  Government  might  increase  the  now 
snbsistingdifference  between  the  tonnage  and  other 
duties  on  Brituh  and  Americao  ships,  it  is  also  true 
thmt  the  British  Government  might  exercise  their 


right  of  imposing  duties  on  American  articles,  in 
any  ships,  and  countervailing  duties  on  saeh  aiti- 
eles  in  American  ships  to  its  full  extent ;  and  that 
both  countries  might  experience  much  incooveai- 
ence  from  such  a  conduct.  But  it  mar  be  hoped 
that  both  countries  are  too  sensible  of  their  munnl 
interest  to  engage  in  this  kind  of  commercial  fao»- 
lility ;  and  the  manner  in  which  the  British  Got- 
emment  proposes,  at  present,  to  exercise  its  rights.  ; 
is  perfectly  remote  from  such  idea. 

"  The  mode  of  imposing  the  coimtenrailingdn^  : 
is  slated  to  be  obscure,  and  another  more  simpleis  \ 
proposed. 

"  Had  the  right  of  imposing  duties  been  eio'- 
cised  to  its  full  extent  by  one  general  clause  Mb-  ' 
jecting  American  articles  to  no  higher  duties  than 
those  payable  on  similar  articles  nom  any  whtt  '. 
foreign  country,  obscurity  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed ;  a  countervailing  duty  (in  addition  to  sneh 
duties)  of  ten  per  cent,  on  their  amount  might 
have  been  imposed.    The  rule  would  have  been 
simple  in  itself;  and  simple  in  its  opeiation;  fapt 
the  most  material  articles  of  the  American  e«n-  ; 
merce  would  have  been  exposed  to  heavy,  and,  in  i 
.  many  instances,  insupportable  burdens.    All  the 
apparent  obscurity  and  complexity  of  these  pro- 
visions, which,  however,  will  be  found,  upon  ex-  j 
aminatioD,  to  be  sufficiently  intelligible,  arises  from 
the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  this 
country  of  favoring  the  American  commerce  in 
its  most  important  branches. 

The  rule  proposed  in  the  remark  is  not  indeed 
(nor  could  it  oe  expected  that  it  should  be)  that 
rule  which  is  above  stated  as  the  roost  sim^de.  Hot 
it  is  suggested  that  ten  percent,  should  betmposed 
upon  the  duties  payable  on  American  goods  im- 
ported from  America  in  British  ships.  It  will  be 
found,  upon  examination,  that  this  is  exactly  what 
is  done  in  all  cases  to  which  buch  a  rule  is  appli- 
cable. 

"  Section  10  applies  this  rule  to  all  the  articles 
included  in  section  2.  Section  14  applies  it  to  the 
articles  included  in  section  4.  Section  11  relates 
to  bar  aod  pig  iron,  pot  and  pearl  ash. 

"  These  articles  are  generally  subject  to  doty, 
but,  when  imported  from  the  British  plantations.  I 
with  certificates,  are  duty  free.  I 

"  By  section  3,  these  articles,  when  imported 
from  the  United  States  in  British  ships,  are  pat 
upon  the  same  footing  as  if  imported  from  theBiit-  i 
isti  plantations,  with  certificates,  and  are  tihm&re  I 
duty  free. 

"  As  the  imposition  of  10  per  cent,  upon  notfaiag  | 
is  impossible,  it  is  imposed  upon  the  amoanl  of  the 
duty  payable  on  importation  from  theBritwhplut-  ' 
ations  without  certificates. 

"  This  duly  on  pot  and  pearl  ash  is  about  2f.  ; 
4d.  per  cwi. ;  the  ten  per  cent,  will  be  about  Sid.  I 

"  This  duty  on  pig  iron  is  about  b».       per  toi ; 
the  ten  per  cent,  wilt  be  about  6^.  per  ton. 

*'  This  duty  on  bar  iron  is  about  £3  1«.  9|dL  fa 
ton ;  the  ten  per  cent,  about  ba.  7id.  | 

These  will  be  the  only  duties  payable  on  these 
articles,  even  when  iinported  in  AmericaD  ships; 
whereas  the  duties  which  might  have  been  imjws-  : 
ed,  consistently  with  the  treaty,  would  hare  been,  | 
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on  pig  iron  above,  £31  10$.  per  ewt.  ad  valorem ; 
and  00  bar  iroo,  abore  £3  7s.  per  ton. 

"  Tiie  iinportatioD  of  iron  from  America  cousisis 
almost  eotirely  of  pig  iroo,  on  which  the  proposed 
duty  is  merely  oominal. 

"  Section  13  relates  to  unmaQUfactured  wood 
and  staves,  upon  which  no  duty  is  payable  when 
imported  from  the  British  plantations.  The  im- 
poaitioii  of  10  per  cent.,  on  the  proposed  principle, 
ms  here  also  impossibie ;  and  the  10  per  cent,  is 
therefore  imposed  upon  the  lowest  duues  on  wood 
and  staves  imported  from  foreign  countries,  that 
is,  wbeo  so  imported  in  British  ships.  American 
anmaDufactured  wood  aod  staves,  as  well  as  the 
articles  in  section  11,  will,  therefore,  pay  nothing 
when  imported  in  British  ships;  and  when  im- 
ported in  American  ships,  only  one-tenth  part  of 
the  duty  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  im- 
ported from  aoy  other  country  in  British  ships. 

"  This  can  hardly  be  conceived  to  be,  io  any  in- 
sunce,  a  prohibitory  duty.  It  will,  in  fact,  be, 
Bpon  most  articles,  little  more  than  oominal.  The 
duties  paid  by  the  wood  of  other  countries, 
anonnted,  last  year,  to  about  £350,000;  of  which 
America  paid  no  part  whatever. 

"  Section  12.  These  articleti  are  io  no  case  duty 
free.  They  do  not,  ther^ore,  require  the  same 
special  provision  with  the  articles  included  in  sec- 
tion 11.  But  the  rule  proposed  in  the  remark  is 
exactly  applied  to  them. 

"  Section  15.  The  propwed  additional  duty  on 
tobacco  imported  in  American  ships  is  18(2.  per 
100  lbs.  weight. 

"The  present  custom-house  duty  on  British 
plantation  tobacco,  imported  in  British  ships,  is 
hd.  per  pound,  i.  e.  oOs.  per  100  pounds  weight ; 
the  ten  per  cent,  upon  this  would  be  5s.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  observe  how  far  the  adoption,  in  this 
case,  of  a  specific  sum,  instead  of  a  proportion  of 
a  duty,  is  favorable  both  to  American  commerce 
aod  navigation. 

"If  the  proposed  tax  upon  American  commodi- 
ties, even  when  imported  in  American  vessels,  is 
conceived  to  be  a  heavy  bnrden,  it  is  desired  that 
tlM  doties  now  payable  in  America  upon  all  arti- 
cles of  British  commerce,  should  be  compared 
with  tbuse  which,  after  passing  the  proposed  hill, 
will  he  payable  in  Great  Britain  upon  all  articles 
of  Ameriran  commerce.  A  glance  of  the  eye 
over  such  a  comparative  table  would  supersede 
the  necessity  of  further  argument  upon  this  head. 

'*  It  should,  however,  be  observed,  that  the  rate 
of  custom  duties  has,  of  late,  been  considerably 
iacreased  io  America.  On  comparing  the  tax 
table  of  August,  1790,  with  the  bill  which  com- 
menced 00  the  last  day  of  March,  1795.  (subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  the  treaty.)  it  will  te  found 
that  the  duties  on  all  the  articles  of  British  trade 
have  been  raised  in  different  proportions,  varying 
from  the  addition  of  one-third,  to  the  addition,  in 
maay  iastaacesj  of  a  tax  equal  to  the  original 
dnty.  The  difiereace  of  duty,  on  importing  the 
Mme  articles  in  British  or  American  ships,  has 
indeed  still  been  only  ted  per  cent. ;  but  it  is  evi- 
deat  dut  this  ten  per  cenL,  when  ealcolated  upon 
a  kugw  ma,  impoaed,  in  net,  a  heavier  burden ; 


and,  if  a  literal  interpretation  were  to  be  insisted 
upon,  might  be  argued,  to  increase  the  then 
subsisting  difference  between  the  duties  payable 
on  the  importation  of  any  articles  in  Bntish  or 
American  vessels;"  which  increase  is  particularly 
jH'ovided  against  in  the  fifteenth  article. 

"  Sections  31  to  26.  The  doubt  implied  in  the 
remarks  on  these  sections,  whether  ine  tonnage 
duty  proposed  to  be  levied  on  American  ships  is 
within  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty,  rests  upon  a 
supposition  (which  cannot  be  admitted)  that 
cootraetinjr  parties  were  igoorant  of  the  difference 
then  existioff  in  the  light,  and  other  duties,  paya- 
ble in  British  ports  by  British  or  American  ves- 
sels. That  difierence  was,  in  fact,  notorious  to 
both  parties;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  right 
reserved  is  expressly  to  impose  a  tonnage  duty 
equal  to  (not  "adequate  to  countervail"  as  ex- 
pressed in  another  pert  of  the  same  article)  that 
which  shall  be  payable  by  British  vessels  in 
America. 

"It  might  further  be  stated  that  light-house  do- 
ties, or  tolls,  never  have  been  considered,  as  yet, 
in  the  negotiation  or  construction  of  any  treaty 
of  commerce,  as  public  duties;  they  are,  in  truth, 
not  so :  they  are  of  service  to  many  foreign  ships 
which  never  enter  a  Britbh  port,  and  they  are  so 
various,  according  to  the  different  voyages  made 
by  different  ships  coming  into  our  ports,  that  any 
attempts  to  calculate  any  countervailmg  duty, 
with  a  reference  to  these  tolls,  would  be  deficient, 
if  not  impracticable. 

"  The  right  reserved  by  the  treaty  is  not,  how- 
ever, proposed  to  be  exercised  to  its  full  extent,  as 
the  intended  tonnage  duty  of  Us.  per  ton,  is  not 
equal  to  the  tonnage  duty  payable  in  America  by 
British  ships,  but  to  the  difierence  between  the 
duty  iMLyabte  in  America  on  British  and  Ameri- 
can ships. 

'>Tbe  light  duties  on  all  ships  vary  in  the  differ- 
ent ports  of  Qreat  Britain,  each  ship  being  charged 
for  the  toll  of  such  lights  only  as  she  passes;  but 
no  tolls  are  collected  in  any  of  the  outports  by  the 
corporation  of  Trinity  House,  except  the  li^ht 
duties.  In  London,  American  and  other  ships, 
besides  the  toll  to  the  several  lights,  pay  a  duty  of 
about  Sd.  per  too,  (under  the  denomiuatitm  of 
Trinity  duties)  for  the  buoys  and  beacons,  which 
are  very  numerous. 

"  The  tolls  for  the  benefit  of  the  lights  are,  in 
general,  double  on  American  and  other  foreign 
^ips  to  what  British  ships  pay. 

"  With  respect  to  the  light  duties  on  American 
ships  passing  up  St.  Greorge's  channel,  the  English 
channel,  and  the  northern  lights,  the  following  is 
an  accurate  statement  of  the  light  duties  paid  by 
an  American  ship  of  200  tons,  and  a  British  ship 
of  the  same  burden,  viz : 

An  American  ship  of  200  tons,  passing  throng 
the  English  channel  to  London,  pays  £.  «.  d. 
to  the  numerous  lights  on  the  coast  -  10  16  8 

And,  on  her  return  -  -  -  10  16  8 
Which  is  1«.  id.  per  ton,  each  way. 

If  the  same  ship  proceeds  to  the  Baltic, 
the  additional  lights  amount  to      -  4  1  3 
Which  is  less  turn  Sd.  per  ton,  and  is  paTaUp 
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for  the  single  passage;  but  the  same  ship  fiasses 
the  Dorlhero  lights  oo  her  back  passage,  without 
any  additional  charge. 
An  American  ship  of  200  tons,  from 

AmerieatoLirerpoolor  Bristol,  pays,  X.  «■  d. 

for  lights  -  -  •  -  6  00  00 
And  ihence  to  America  -         -        -  6  OO  00 

Which  is  6d  per  ion  each  way. 
A  British  ship  of  200  tons,  from  London 

to  America,  pays  -  -  -  5  16  08 
From  America  to  London        -         -  5  16  06 


Which  is  7d.  per  too  each  way. 
A  British  ship  of  200  tons,  from  Liver- 

pool  or  Bristol  to  America,  pays       -  2  10  00 

Which  is  3d.  per  ton  eacb  way. 

On  a  supposition  that  an  American  ship  per- 
forms the  after-mentioned  voyage,  which  rarely 
happens  (it  may  be  said  never)  she  pays  for  200 
tons  in  the  following  proportion  to  a  British  ship, 

Ameriean.  BrUim. 

£.  t.  d.  £.  $.  d. 

Fnm  America  to  Bristol   -   6  00  00  2  10  00 

Bristol  to  London     -  10  16   3  5  16  8 

London  to  the  Baltic    4   1   3  3   4  7 

For  her  return  to  America  -  15  16   8  8   6  8 
Northern  lights  not  charged 
for,  the  buk  passage. 


£35  14    7    19  17  11 


"  So  that  an  American  ship  of  two  hundred 
tons  would  pay  £35  14<.  7d.  (not  £69  3t.  4<i.  as 
stated  in  the  remarks)  for  a  voyage  from  America 
to  Liverpool  or  Bristol,  from  thence  to  London, 
from  London  lo  the  Baltic,  and  home  to  America. 

**A  British  shii^  for  the  same  voyage,  would 
par  £19  17s.  lid. 

"In  the  course  of  the  above  voyage  a  ship 
passes,  and  has  the  benefit  of  thirty-six  lights; 
every  one  of  which  leads  her  clear  of  the  most 
dangerous  sands,  shoals,  or  rocks;  and  American 
ships  always  avoid  the^ayment  of  lights  for  their 
passage  through  the  Efnglish  Channel^  if  bound 
to  a  foreign  port,  by  not  entering  a  British  port, 
unless  bound  there  to  deliver,  or  forced  in  by  dis- 
tress of  weather ;  and  then  they  only  pay  for  such 
lights  as  they  receive  benefit  from ;  and  although 
American  ships  pay  their  light  duties  for  the  pas- 
sage up  and  down  the  channel,  yet  if  such  ship 
do  not  pass  all  the  lights,  in  the  several  chaQnels, 
which  they  have  paid  for,  either  by  not  retorniog 
down  channel,  gomg  north  about,  or  never  return- 
ing.  the  duties  tney  paid  for  the  several  lights  they 
have  not  passed  are  retnmed  to  them. 

"Section  28.  Nothing  can  be  further  from  the 
intention  of  this  country  than  any  tdetf  of  so  con- 
itraing  the  treaty  as  to  incapacitate  the  Ameri- 
cans irom  enjoying,  by  favor,  the  advantages 
which  are  granted  occasionally,  by  favor,  to  other 
friendly  and  neutral  merchants.  Nothing  in  the 
section  can  have  any  such  effect.  It  does  no  more 
than  permit  American  ships  to  carry  on  the  trade 
as  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 

"  The  intercourse  which  neutral  ships  have  been 
allowed  to  enjoy  with  the  British  territories  in 


India,  though  sanctioned  by  ciuton,  appears,  bf 
some  late  decisions  in  our  own  courts  of  justice, 
to  be  contrary  to  law :  and  it  will  be  necessary  lo 
make  some  general  legislative  provision  upont^ 
subject.  The  directors  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany will  then  be  legally  authorized  to  give  direc- 
tions for  the  admission  of  neutral  ships,  subjeelio 
such  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper :  pro- 
vided, only,  that  they  are  not  inconsistatt  wiik 
any  act  of  Parliament  fin  regulating  their  tnd^ 
nor  with  any  treaty. 

"By  the  proposed  clause,  the  inlercourBe stipu- 
lated by  the  treaty  is  exempted  from  the  discte- 
tion  of  the  directors,  and  put  upon  the  footii^of 
right.  With  respect  to  all  other  interuune, 
American  ships  will  be  capable  of  profitiag,  in 
common,  with  others,  of  such  advantages  u Bay 
be  granted  by  favor." 

From  the  tenor  of  these  obsemiioDs,  it  was 
evident  that  most  of  the  points  were  so  &r  settled 
as  to  leave  little  hope  of  alteration.  I,  howera, 
insisted  upon  the  equity  of  the  objection  agiiM 
the  tonnage  duty,  as  well  in  my  conference  with 
Lord  OrenviUe,  as  with  a  subseqnent  one  tbtt  I 
had  with  Lord  Liverpool.  The  answer  was,that 
their  light  duties  were  not  a  branch  of  rerenae;  , 
that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  left  no  room  for  con- 
struction; and  that,  independent  of  their  desinu 
encourage  their  own  navigation,  the  balancing  of 
their  light  duties  against  our  tonnage  duties  wnild 
constitute  a  precedent  that  would  operate  totheii 
disadvantage  in  their  future  treaties  with  otks 
nations.  I  concluded  the  discussion,  on  this  hesi 
by  observing  that  it  was  reasonable  to  soppose, 
that  the  parlies  did  intend  to  pat  their  oavigitiM 
upon  an  equal  footing,  in  their  intereonreevilh 
each  other ;  that  it  was  pkiin  that  this  eqoilitT 
would  not  exist  under  the  proposed  tonnage  dnty. 
and  that  there  remained  no  other  mode  of  coTrM^ 
ing  the  inequalit^r,  but  by  our  GovemmeDl's  ifr 
posing  and  collecting  a  duty  under  the  deDMDin- 
lion  of  lieht  money. 

Light-houses  in  Europe  are  generally  supported 
by  a  duty,  imposed,  for  that  special  purpo5e,npos  j 
all  ships,  and  the  duty  is  commonly  double  opon  ; 
foreign  ships.  I  have  not  discovered  that  thete 
tolls,  or  duties,  have  ever  been  included  in  Ae 
compulation  frequently  made  in  the  adjustment 
or  equalization  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  diflerent 
nations  upon  the  ships  which  enter  their  ports. 

These  duties  are  not  considered  as  a  biaDehm 
revenue;  from  the  manner  in  which  ourtMiDBge  j 
duty  is  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  it  is  deened  to 
be  a  branch  m  our  revenue,  though  a  consideia- 
ble  portion  of  the  amount  of  the  duty  is  anDnaUr 
applied  to  support  our  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  &c. 

It  merits  consideration,  not  only  in  referraicew 
this  country,  but  likewise  as  it  respects  the  simi- 
lar duties  of  other  European  nations,  whether  we 
ought  not  to  impose,  in  like  manner  with  tbem.a 
particular  and  adequate  duty  upon  all  ship* 
the  support  of  our  light-bouses. 

In  t^  ese  conferences  I  urged,  but  witboatsse- 
cess,  the  objection  that  I  had  before  made 
the  fail  countervailing  duty  upon  fish  oils;  as 
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cooDterTailing  right  was  not  exercisied  in  its  full 
extent  in  respect  lo  tobacco  and  rice,  I  suggested 
the  policy  01  a  small  additional  duty  only,  to  the 
Tery  high  duties  already  imposed  upon  this  arti- 
cle. I  was  answered,  that  in  tobacco  and  rice  we 
were  not  riTals,  but  that  in  the  whale  fishery  we 
were  so;  that,  even  against  high  duties^  Urse 
quantities  of  our  spermaceti  oil,  and  occasionalTv 
cawws  of  our  brown  oil,  were  sold  in  England, 
ana  that  our  skill  and  situation  gave  us  great  ad- 
Tantage  over  others  in  this  branch  of  industry. 

My  efibrts  have  been  more  successful  in  respect 
to  our  trade  to  India.  A  clause  was  added  to  the 
bill,  giving  it  a  retrospective  operation  from  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  rati6catioos  of  the 
treaty,  by  which  the  insurances  which  had  been 
made  here  upon  our  ships  in  that  trade  will  be- 
come legal.  Another  clause  which  had  been  added 
to  protect  such  of  the  British  officers  against  suits 
as,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  and  before 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  bad  seized  American  ships 
trading  to  India,  was  rejected.  This  clause  had 
been  inserted  in  the  bill  with  a  special  reference 
to  the  capture,  by  Lord  Keith,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  of  thft  ship  Argonaut,  Collect,  master ; 
its  rejection  leaves  Ine  remedy  in  full  force,  as 
well  against  the  underwriters  as  against  Lord 
Keith. 

t  found,  in  the  course  of  these  conferences,  that 
our  construction  of  the  13th  article  of  tbe  treaty, 
in  respect  to  the  outward  voyage  to  India,  would 
be  admitted  by  this  Qovemmentj  and  that  we 
have  a  right,  under  that  article,  to  go  to  India  from 
Eoglaod,  Madeira,  or  any  other  country,  and  with 
productions  collected  and  taken  on  board  at  any 
place,  instead  of  being  confined  to  a  direct  voyage 
from  America  to  India ;  a  construction  of  the 
article  that  the  East  India  Company  have  eodea- 
rored  to  establish. 

I  likewise  found  the  greatest  readiness  to  put 
as  upon  as  good  a  footing  as  any  other  nation  in 
the  trade  which,  bjr  favor,  may  tie  carried  on  with 
India.  A  late  decision  in  Westminster  Hall  had 
shown,  that  the  trade  hitherto  carried  on  by  for- 
eigners with  tW  British  possessioos  in  India,  was 
against  the  navigation  act:  a  bill  has,  therefore, 
been  brought  into  Parliament,  vesting  in  the  di- 
rectors of  the  East  India  Company  a  power  to 
permit  sach  trade  under  such  n^ulatlons  as  may 
be  judged  advisable.  These  regulations  will  be 
inincipally  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  British 
subjects  carrying  on  a  trade  under  foreign  flags ; 
our  ships,  by  this  bill,  will  have  an  equal  right 
with  those  of  other  nations  in  amity  with  Great 
Britain,  to  share  in  the  coasting  trade  of  India,  in 
the  freightage  from  India  to  China,  and  from  In- 
dia to  £arope,  the  restrictions  and  limitations  in 
our  treaty  notvrithstanding. 

Tbe  East  India  Company  have  opposed  this 
bill,  though  I  have  good  reasou  to  be  satisfied 
that  they  have  done  so,  not  from  an  aversion  to 
our  participation  in  the  trade,  but  from  an  appre- 
hension that  British  capital  and  British  subjects 
would  engage  in  it,  to  the  injury  of  the  c«apa- 
ay's  mooop^y. 


The  hilt  for  carrying  the  American  treaty  into 
efiect  has  passed  into  a  law. 

The  bilf  permitting  the  ships  of  nations  in  ami- 
ty with  Great  Britain  to  trade  to  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  India,  under  certain  regulations,  is  be- 
fore Parliament,  and  will  probably  pass  into  a 
law.   (See  page  3239.) 

I  annex  copies  of  sundry  papers  which  have 

gissed  between  tbe  Court  of  Directors  and  the 
oard  of  Control,  respecting  as  well  this  bill  as 
that  which  has  passed  into  a  lawfor  carrying  into 
efiect  the  American  treaty. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful  ser- 
vant, RUFUS  KING. 

Papers  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter : 
J.  Anstruther  to  Mr.  Inglis. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  31sf  May,  VJ9n. 

Sib:  A  case  has  lately  occurred  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  respectmg  the  trade  of  foreign- 
ers to  India,  which  renders  some  law  upon  the 
subject  necessary.  An  action  was  brought  upon 
a  policy  on  the  cargo  of  an  American  ship  loaded 
in  the  British  territories  in  India.  Lord  Keuyon 
held,  that  it  was  against  the  act  of  navigation  for 
foreigners  to  export  from,  or  import  into  the  Brit- 
ish territories  in  India,  any  goods  whatever ;  and 
therefore  nonsuited  the  plaintiff.  If  this  deci- 
sion be  right,  a  Danish,  or  Swedish,  or  Ameri- 
can  ship,  foading  her  cargo  in  IndiL  is  liable  to 
be  seized  and  confiscated^  and  some  law  must  be 
passed  to  set  the  matter  right. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  called 
to  the  point  by  the  American  Minister.  They 
sent  the  subject  to  the  Board  of  Control,  who 
thought  (he  proper  mode  of  remedying  the  evil 
was,  to  put  the  trade  under  the  r^ulation  of  the 
East  India  Company.  By  their  directions,  I  have 
prepared  the  accompanying  act,  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Court  of  Directors.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  yours,  dbc. 

J.  ANSTRUTHER. 

HuGB  IifOLia,  Esq. 

Mr.  Dundss  to  Mr.  Inglis. 

Wbiterall,  14th  June,  1797. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  letters  enclosing  two 
clauses  which  are  wished  to  be  inserted  in  the 
bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  one  for  carrying 
into  efiect  the  treaty  with  America,  the  other  for 
regulating  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  with  India 
by  the  ships  of  nations  in  amity  with  Great 
Britain. 

These  subjects  are  closely  connected  together, 
and  I  shall  shortly  give  you  my  reasons  why  I 
would  deem  it  very  impolitic  to  bring  either  of 
those  propositions  under  discussion.  I  do  not  think 
Parliament  would  agree  to  adopt  them;  and,  tfam- 
fore,  all  the  unpopiuarity  likely  to  arue  from  the 
discussion  would  attach  on  tbe  East  India  Com- 
pany alone. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  cianse  respectina  the 
American  intereonxse  with  India,  I  think  the  danse 

Digitized  by  Google 


3275 


APPENDIX. 


32T6 


Bdations  toith  Great  Britain. 


goes  beyond  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  for  lean  disco- 
ver  DO  words  in  it  to  justify  the  proposition  that  the 
Americans  are  bound  to  go  directly  from  America 
without  toucbiog  at  aoy  other  port;  and  therefore 
it  would  be  most  impolitic  indeed  to  attempt,  at 
the  request  of  the  East  India  Company,  to  make 
the  situatioa  of  the  American  trade  to  lodia  more 
severe  than  settled  by  a  solemn  and  well  considered 
treaty.  Besides^  it  is  well  worthjr  thecomideraiioa 
of  the  East  India. Company,  il  it  is  not  more  im- 
politic to  relax  from  the  rigor  of  the  American 
treaty,  as  it  now  stands,  than  to  eodeaTor  to  draw 
it  straighter  than  the  terms  of  that  treaty  warrant. 
If  a  more  extensive  mode  of  trading  to  India  is 

Ssrmitted  to  other  nations,  in  amity  with  Great 
ritain,  the  Americans,  whose  amity  with  us  i^i  at 
least  as  desirable  as  that  of  any  other  nation,  would 
probably  consider  themselves  hardly  dealt  with  if 
they  were  to  be  kept  in  a  worse  state  of  intercourse 
with  India  than  that  which  has  been,  and  I  think, 
probably  will  be,  continued  to  other  nations  in 
amity  with  us. 

This  leads  me  to  observe  upon  the  clause  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  the  other  bill,  relative  to 
the  intercourse  of  other  nations  in  amity  with  us. 
Upon  thii  subject  it  cannot  foil  to  strike  you,  on 
the  first  view  of  it,  that  you  are  avowedly,  by  this 
chuse,  rendering  more  uofovorahle  to  other  na- 
tions the  trade  to  India,  than  has,  in  fact,  and  in 
practice,  been  exercised  by  them.  Surely  the 
Court  01  Directors  cannot  think  this  is  the  moment 
when  it  can  be  thought  right  to  excite  the  jealousy 
of  other  nations  respecting  our  Indian  pre-emi- 
nence ;  the  reverse  must  m  our  conduct ;  aad  in 
proportion  as  we  may  be  obliged  to  hold  up  oar 
rights  of  sovereignty  in  that  country,  exactly  in  the 
same  proportion  must  we  convince  other  nations 
of  the  liberality  of  our  commercial  principles.  In 
trath,  the  bill  now  brought  forward  puts  the  trade 
of  other  nations  more  under  the  check  and  control 
of  the  East  India  Company  than  it  has  hitherto 
in  practice  been ;  and,  under  such  circamstaoces, 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  unwise  to  avow, 
hy  a  proposition  coming  from  them,  that  they  in- 
tend, ID  the  execution  of  it,  to  be  more  illiberal 
and  rigorous  than  heretofore. 

So  far,  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
proposition  may  operate  on  the  feelings  of  foreign 
nations;  but  I  would  submit  to  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  Bast  India  Company,  how  far  they 
would  be  wise,  from  considerations  nearer  home, 
to  bring  forward  or  to  agitate  such  a  proposition. 

The  manifest  tendency  of  what  you  propose,  if 
it  has  any  effect  at  all,  is  to  throw  a  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  export  of  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  this  country.  If  the  East  India  Company, 
in  virtue  of  their  moDopoly,  and  the  capital  they 
poseses,  not  only  in  Britain  but  in  India,  are  not 
able,  by  a  wise  and  economical  commercial  system, 
to  secure  to  themselves  the  export  trade  from  Great 
BHtain  to  India,  against  any  competition  with  any 
foreign  nation  whatever,  it  is  a  confession  at  least 
anneeesaary  to  bring  forward,  and  one  which  the 
representatives  of  the  commercial  and  manufactur- 
ii^  interests  of  G.  Britain  will  not  feel  disposed  to 
countenance  by  lending  their  aid  to  render  it  more 


difficult  for  other  nations  to  make  British  produce 
or  manufactures  part  of  their  assortments  to  the 
Indian  market.  I  have  uniformly  been  of  opinion, 
and  always  will  remain  so.  that  the  Bast  India  Com- 

{laiiy  must  maintain  their  monopoly,  not  merely  by 
egislative  regulations  and  restrictions,  which  on 
such  a  subject  will  always  prove  to  be  unavailing 
and  inefiectual,  but  by  the  exercise  of  a  judicious 
and  well  devised  system  of  commercial  policy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

HENRY  DDNDA8. 


Eut  India  Company's  Rrawt,  sent  to  Mr.  Dimdss,  with 
the  clanses  aUaded  to  m  hit  letter  to  Mr.  Ii^lis. 

At  a  Committee  op  Law-suits, 

June  9,  1797. 

''Pursuant  to  reference  of  court  of  31st  ultimo, 
the  committee,  with  the  assistance  of  the  counsa 
and  solicitor,  took  into  consideration  a  letter  fron 
John  Anstruther,  Esq.  enclosing  draught  of  a  bill 
proposed  to  be  brought  into  Parliament  for  pe^ 
mitting  ships  of  countries  and  States,  in  smity 
with  His  Majesty,  to  import  into,  and  export  from, 
the  British  possessions  in  India,  with  such  regula- 
tioDs  as  may  be  made  by  the  Court  of  Directors. 

The  committee  also  considered  a  clause  in  an 
act,  now  before  the  House  of  Commons.  appHci- 
ble  to  the  13th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Doi- 
ted States  of  America,  fso  for  as  relates  to  tbdr 
trading  to  and  from  the  East  Indies;)  and,h>riBr 
very  maturely  deliberated  thereon,  they  are  m 
opinion  that  it  is  necesmry,  on  the  part  of  the 
Company^  and  for  the  preservation  of  their  inter- 
est, and  of  the  general  interests  of  this  country,  atui 
to  secure  to  it,  as  far  as  possible,  the  carrytnr 
trade,  that  all  ships  and  vessels  of  countries  ana 
Stales,  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  should  be  re- 
strained from  importing  goods  and  commodities  of 
the  growth,  produce,  ana  manufacture  of  the  Bri- 
tish territories,  into  any  port  or  place  in  the  East 
Indies,  being  part  of  the  British  possessions,  witli- 
out  having  first  landed  such  goods  and  commodi- 
ties in  the  country  or  territory  to  which  such  sliip 
shall  truly,  and  bma^de,  belong;  and,  also,  that 
tbey  should  he  restrained  from  importing  into  any 
port  or  place  whatever,  any  goods  or  eommoditis 
exported  by  them  from  the  British  territoriei  ia 
the  Blast  Indiw,  otherwise  than  to  the  ports  of 
country  to  which  such  ship  shall  actually  beloog. 

"  Which  is  submitted  to  the  court." 

Clsnae  proposed  by  the  East  India  Compsny  to  W 
added  to  the  American  lulL 

"  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  authorize  any 
citizen  of  America  to  carry  oa  any  trade,  otbei^ 
wise  than  directly  from  some  port  m  America  to 
the  said  British  territories  in  India ;  and  from  the 
said  British  territories  in  India  to  some  port  a 
America ;  anything  herein  contained  to  the  eon- 
trary  notwithstanding." 

N.  B.  A  similar  clause  mutatis  maiandi*  wu 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  foreign  trade  bill. 
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PRANCE. 

[Conumuucated  to  Congresa,  February  6,  1798.] 
Cfenllemen  of  the  Senate  and 

Gentiemen  of  the  Botm  of  iUpreaentaUves: 

I  hare  received  a  letter  from  his  excellency 
Cbarles  Piockney,  Esq.,  Qovernor  of  the  State  of 
Sooth  Caroliaa,  dated  on  the  22d  of  October,  1797, 
enclosing  a  number  of  depositions  of  witnesses  to 
s«T«ral  captares  and  outrages  coramitted  within 
and  near  the  limits  of  the"  United  States,  by  a 
French  prirateer,  belonging  to  Gape  Francois  or 
Monte  Christo,  called  the  Vertitude,  or  Fortitude, 
and  commanded  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Jordon, 
or  Jourdain,  and  particularly  upon  an  English  mer- 
chant ship  named  the  Oracabissa,  which  he  first 
tendered,  aud  then  burned,  with  the  rest  of  her 
car^  of  great  value,  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  on  tbe 
17th  day  of  October  last ;  copies  of  which  letter 
and  depositions,  relative  to  the  same  subject,  re- 
ceived from  the  collector  of  Charleston,  are  here- 
with communicated. 

Whenever  the  channels  of  diplomatic  commu- 
nication between  the  United  States  and  France 
shall  be  opened,  I  shall  demand  satisfaction  for  the 
insult,  and  reparation  for  the  injury. 

1  have  transmitted  these  papers  to  Congress,  not 
so  much  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  an 
account  of  so  daring  a  violation  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  as  to  show  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  enabling  the  Executive  authority  of 
Government  to  take  measures  for  protecting  the 
citizens  of  tbe  United  S'ates,  and  such  foreigners 
as  have  a  ri^fht  to  enjoy  tbeir  peace  and  the  protec- 
don  of  their  laws  within  their  limits,  io  that,  as 
welt  as  in  some  other  harbors,  which  are  equally 
exposed. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  Feb.  5, 1798. 

Letter  from  Oovemor  Piackney  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Ch'arleston,  October  22, 1797. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consid- 
eration the  enclosed  affidavits  respecting  the  Eng- 
lish ship  Oracabissa,  burnt  on  Tuesday  last  with- 
in the  oar  of  this  harbor,  by  a  privateer,  said  to  be 
called  the  Vertitude,  commanded  by  a  Captain 
Joordain,  and  belonging  to  Cape  FraD9ois;  also 
of  the  capture  of  the  ship  Pallas,  belonging  to  ibis 
port,  and  the  Mary,  of  Savanoali.  By  an  exami- 
nation of  these  affidavits,  you  will  find  this  was  a 
very  glaring  and  waaton  violation  of  the  neutral- 
ity of  tbe  United  States,  and  such  as  will  require 
their  serious  attention.  Tbe  distance  from  this 
city  to  the  place  where  the  act  was  committed 
prevented  oar  interfering  in  time.  As  soon  as  I 
leceived  intelligence  of  it  from  the  British  Consul, 
I  ordered  an  armed  force  from  Fort  Johnson  to 
proceed  to  the  Oracabissa,  to  ;protect  her,  while 
within  our  harbor  and  the  jurisdictional  line  of  the 
United  States,  from  seizure,  depredation,  or  insult  j 
bat  the  cotter  was  not  able  to  get  down  before  the 


ship  was' destroyed,  and  the  privateer  had  put  to- 
sea,  and  proceeded  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United. 
States,  where  she  captured  the  Pallas  and  the  Mary 
the  next  day.  As  I  am  convinced  these  violations 
of  our  neutrality  within  our  harbors  and  limits- 
cannot  be  countenanced  by  the  French  Qovem- 
ment,  but  are  generally  committed  by  vessds  not. 
commissioned,  or  which  proceed  contrary  to  theii 
instructions,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  trans- 
mit them  to  you  for  your  determination,  and  have 
requested  the  collector  to  forward  copies  to  the 
proper  department.  The  trade  of  this  city  beinff 
extremely  important  to  the  revenue  of  the  Unite} 
States,  and  much  exposed,  from  its  southern  situ- 
ation, to  cruisers  from  the  Floridas,  Bahamas,  and 
the  West  Indies,  British  as  well  as  French,  (for 
they  have  both  lately  captured  a  number  of  our 
vessels,)  I  conceive  it  would  be  proper  that  a  rev- 
enue cutter  of  at  least  twenty  guns  should  be 
equipped  for  the  use  of  this  port,  and  for-the  pro- 
tection of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  with- 
in our  jurisdictional  line,  until  the  establishment 
of  a  general  peace,  which,  I  trust,  will  soon  take 

glace ;  and  that  all  our  differences  with  the  Frenehi 
Lepublic  will  be  honorably  and  amicably  adjusted. 
1  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

CHARLES  PINCENBY. 

State  op  Sodth  Carolina,  city  of  Charleston: 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Q,uorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  nnd  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn, admitted, and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  Slate  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  daM 
hereof,  persunallv  came  and  appears!  before  me 
the  said  notary,  Jonathan  Story,  master  of  the  shipi 
Oracabissa,  of  London,  who.  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Aliuight^  Qod,  did  de- 
pose, testify,  and  declare,  that  on  his  voyage  from 
Jamaica,  loaded  with  sugar  and  rum,  oound  Cmt 
London,  he  met  with  severe  gales  of  wind,  br 
which  be  lost  his  main  and  mizen  masts,  and: 
sprung  a  leak  ;  that  being  in  great  distress  off  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  the  British  Cousul,  having 
had  information  of  his  situation,  sent  six  or  seven 
men  to  assist  him,  and  enable  him  to  get  over  the 
bar,  and  up  to  Charleston,  to  repair  the  said  vessel; 
that,  after  several  days  lying  at  anchor  off  the  bar, 
on  Friday  evening,  the  thirteenth  of  this  instanti 
October,  he  got  over  the  bar  with  the  said  ship, 
and  came  to  anchor  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  aforesaid  ;  the  wind  being 
contrary,  he  could  not  proceed  vp  to  the  city ; 
that,  on  Monday  evening,  the  sixteenth  of  said 
month,  about  snn-down,  he  saw  a  small  arme4 
schooner  come  over  tbe  bar,  and  came  to  uiclunr 
to  the  north-northwest  of  said  ship,  but  showed 
no  colors;  tbat  immediately  after  the  said  armed 
schooner  weighed  anchor,  and  came  close  up  im- 
der  their  starboard  quarter,  and  came  to  anchor; 
ordered  him  to  hoist  out  his  boat,  but  on  his  an- 
swering his  boat  was  stovCj  they  sent  their  bcM^ 
with  an  officer  and  four  or  five  armed  meii^  with 
pistols  and  cutlasses,  took  forcible  possession  ot 
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said  ship  Oracabiasa,  ordered  the  deponebt^  vith 
his  papers,  on  board  tbe  said  sehooDer,  and  carried 
him  and  one  man  oq  board,  and  sent  the  boat,  with 
four  or  fire  armed  men,  on  board  the  said  ship; 
that,  when  he  got  on  board,  he  perceived  two  car- 
riage gUDs,  but  the  small  arms  were  concealed 
from  him;  ib)it  he  asked  the  name  of  the  said 
schooner,  and  the  Captain's  name,  but  they  refused 
to  inform  him  ;  one  of  the  men  said  she  came  from 
Cape  Francois,  and  was  a  French  privateer;  that, 
as  soon  as  the  boat  went  the  second  time  with 
men  on  board,  be  saw  them  begin  to  plunder  the 
ressel  and  cargo,  and  continued  to  do  so  till  eight 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning ;  that  they  brought 
as  much  rum  and  sugar  of  the  cargo,  and  the  rig- 

E'liff  and  sails  of  the  ressel,  as  they  could  stow 
me  said  privateer;  that  at  nine  o'clock  they 
cut  the  said  ship  Oracabissa's  cables,  and  set  her 
on  fire  in  four  several  places,  to  wit— fore,  main, 
and  after  hatchway,  and  in  the  gun  room;  the 
ship  then  drifted  on  the  breakers,  near  the  shore ; 
after  which,  the  Captain  of  the  said  privateer  told 
him  he  had  fifty  men  on  board,  but  would  not  tell 
him  bis  name,  or  the  vessel's  name;  also  said  that 
the  Captain  of  a  British  frigate  had  burned  a  pri- 
vateer he  commanded  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  for 
that  reason  he  burned  tbe  ship,  but  could  he  have 
carried  her  ofi",  be  would  have  done  it;  that  the 
deponent  received  part  of  his  clothes  in  a  bag,  and 
received  no  personal  bad  treatment,  himself  or 
crew;  immeaiately  after,  the  privateer  weighed 
anchor,  got  over  the  bar,  and  went  into  Stono  In- 
let^ ana  landed  him  with  fifteen  men  on  the  beach, 
being  the  whole  number  on  board  the  ship  when 
taken  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  con- 
trary to  the  Jaws  of  neutrality  and  of  nations;  that 
they  got  to  Mr.  Taylor's,  who  treated  them  very 
kind,  and  in  a  friendly  manner. 

JONATHAN  STORY. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  ray  band  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
at  Charleston,  this  18th  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1797.  and  in  tbe  22d  year  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notary  Public. 


Stats  of  Sodth  Carolika^  dty  qf  CSutrktton: 

By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  tbe  Uunrum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  imd  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  State  aforestia. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  dale 
hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  said  notary,  Michael  Delany,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod, 
did  depose,  testify,  and  declare,  that  he  is  a  branch 
pilot  belonging  to  Charleston;  that  on  thismorn- 
uu  A.  M.  as  he  was  conducting  the  brig  Hannah, 
of^Cbarleston,  Captain  Danid  Bythewood,  into 
harbor,  this  17th  instant,  at  a  quarter  past  nine 
o'clock,  he  discovered  tbe  British  ship  Oracabissa 
on  fire,  from  her  stem  to  the  nudn  hatch ;  but,  be- 


ing then  about  four  miles  distant  from  her,  be 
cannot  be  more  particular ;  that,  at  the  time  he 
first  discovered  the  fire,  there  were  no  colors  fly- 
ing that  he  could  perceive,  but  in  a  few  minutes 
after  he  saw  colors  flying  at  thefore-lopmasi  head, 
but  could  not  distinguish  of  what  nation 

MICHAEX  delany,  hisK  mark. 

Captain  Daniel  Bvthewood  being  also  dtdy 
sworn  agreeably  to  law,  depoaeth  that,  on  this 
morning,  about  a  quarter  past  nine  o'clock,  being 
in  the  brig  Hannah,  of  Charleston,  under  his  com* 
mand,  as  he  was  crossing  the  bar  of  Charlestta, 
having  Michael  Delany,  a  branch  pilot,  on  board, 
he  saw  a  large  ship  dismantled,  and  at  anchor  in 
Five  Fathom  Hole,  within  tbe  bar  and  harbor  of 
Charleston ;  he  saw  the  smoke  and  flames  insuing 
from  the  said  ship  from  her  stern  to  the  main 
hatchway ;  that  when  he  first  discovered  the  smoke 
he  perceived  no  colors,  but  afterwards  saw  colon 
fiying  at  the  fore-topmast  head,  but  could  not  dii- 
tinguish  to  what  nation  they  belonged. 

DANIEL  BYTHEWOOD. 

Mr.  John  Colhoun  being  also  duly  sworn  agiw- 
able  to  taw,  deposetb  that,  on  yesterday  tbe  siz- 
teeolb  of  this  instant,  October,  about  half  pastone 
o'clock  P.  M.,  he  went  on  board  the  British  ship 
Oracabissa,  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  commanded 
Captain  Story,  with  provisions  sent  by  His  Bn- 
tannic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  captain  and  men 
on  board,  tbe  said  ship  having  lost  her  main  and 
mizen  masts,  being  in  distress  from  severe  ^es, 
and  a  great  leak  which  kept  one  pump  going; 
about  half  past  two.  being  at  dinner  with  tbecap- 
tain,  one  of  the  seamen  came  and  informed  biia 
there  was  a  picaroon  coming  in,  he  had  better  ke 
on  his  guard  for  fear  of  an  attack,  when  the  cw* 
tain  asEed  the  deponent  to  go  out  and  look  at  at 
said  picaroon,  which  he  did,  and  was  of  optnioa, 
with  the  seamen  and  pilot,  that  the  said  picaroon 
ur  privateer  was  an  enemy's  vessel ;  that  the  so- 
men wanted  to  fire  at  her;  but,  by  tbe  advice  of 
the  deponent,  the  captain  forbad  it,  bnt  ^t  ihesii- 
pounder  in  order  to  defend  the  vessel  if  she  vts 
attacked ;  the  said  picaroon  came  over  the  bar, 
passed  the  ship,  and  came  to  an  anchor  between 
her  and  the  light-house;  soon  after, the  saidpica- 
roon  weighed  anchor  and  came  to  N.  N.  W^«t 
between  two  and  three  miles  distance,  aboat  five 
o'clock ;  the  deponent  left  the  ship  and  proceeded 
to  Charleston  in  a  whale  boat,  with  two  negroes; 
that  he  rowed  close  under  the  stem  of  the  said 
picaroon  or  schooner  privateer  to  endeavor  to  find 
out  what  she  was ;  that  he  hailed  her  and  asked 
from  whence  she  came,  to  which  answer  mi 
made  in  bad  or  broken  English,  from  Savaiuiak, 
and  also^esired  the  deponent  to  come  on  board, 
to  which  he  refused;  he  then  asked  bimif  bewai 
a  pilot,  he  answered,  no ;  but  would  send  him  one 
if  be  wanted  one;  to  this  the  same  voice  asked 
what  ship  that  was,  to  which  he  replied,  Ay !  af ' 
He  then  rowed  towards  the  ship  to  put  them  on 
their  guard,  on  which  the  said  picaroon  weighed 
anchor  and  endeavored  to  cut  him  ofi"  from  the 
ship,  bnt  he  hailed  the  ship  and  told  them  to  take 
care,  at  which  time  the  said  schooner  fired  a  shot 
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at  him ;  be  then  ordered  the  sail  set,  and  stood  for 
the  light-house,  at  which  time  he  receired  a  sec- 
ond ^ot,  and  was  chased  aniil  he  got  into  shoal 
water;  the]^  then  fired  a  third  shot,  but  were  ob- 
liged to  desist  chasing,  and, proceeding  to  the  ship, 
eune  to  anchor  about  a  mile  from  her  stern  ;  he 
then  proceeded  to  Charleston,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  informed  the  British  Consul  of  the  above 
pariicuUrs. 

JOHN  COLHOUN. 

In  testimoDy  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary^  hare 
haeanto  set  my  band  and  affixed  mv  seal  of  office, 
tt  Charleston,  this  17th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  oar  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  32d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notary  Public. 

Statb  of  Sootb  CABOLiKA,ciiyo/Cha7ieston: 
Bjr  JohD  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Quorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  State  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date 
heieofj  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me 
the  said  notary,  Mr.  Shadrach  Turner,  of  Charles- 
ton, a  pilot,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Erangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  depose,  testify, 
and  declare  that,  on  Monday,  the  16th  instant,  he 
Was  sent  on  board  the  British  ship  Oracabissa, 
Captain  Story,  who  lay  atanchor  in  Fire  Fathoiu 
Hole,  within  the  bar  and  harbor  of  Charleston,  in 
distress,  to  reliere  the  pilot  who  bad  been  on  board 
sereral  days  and  was  sick ;  that  about  three  o'clock 
a  small  French  schooner  privateer  came  over  the 
bar  and  came  to  anchor  to  the  northward  of  the 
nid  ship;  that  seeing  a  boat  go  from  the  ship,  in 
vbieb  Mr.  CoihouQ  was,  the  privateer  got  under 
way  and  chased  her  until  she  got  into  Light-house 
neek,  then  run  up  under  thesiern  of  the  said  ship, 
tad  came  to  anchor  on  her  starboard  quarter, 
hailed  her,  and  asked  from  whence  she  came,  and 
Was  answered  from  Jamaica,  and  came  there  in 
distress;  they  then  ordered  the  captain  to  lower 
his  boat  down,  and  come  on  board ;  be  answered 
the  boat  was  stove;  on  which  the  privateer  hoist- 
ed his  boat  out,  and  sent  a  lieutenant  and  another 
officer  with  two  men  on  board,  who  took  forcible 
poiaenion  of  the  ship  as  a  prize  to  said  privateer, 
and  sent  the  captain  with  his  papers  on  board  her, 
utd  afterwards  sent  several  more  men  on  board  to 
assist  in  pumping,  who  began  to  plunder  the  ves- 
sel, and  continuea  to  do  so  all  nighty  sent  sugar, 
nun,  cordage, and  sails  on  board  the  said  schooner, 
umach  as  could  be  stowed,  till  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  when  tbey  sent  Captain 
Story  on  board  the  ship  to  get  bis  clothes,  and  see 
they  had  taken  none ;  that  between  eight  and  nine 
ill  the  people  were  sent  on  board  the  privateer, 
and  at  nme  o'clock  tbev  set  her  on  fire  m  several 
^ces,  and  cut  her  cables ;  she  then  drifted  on  the 
Polly  Breakers,  with  her  colors  flving ;  they  then 
got  under  way,  and  stood  over  the  bar  and  into 


Stono  Inlet,  where  all  the  people  were  landed  but 
the  deponent,  whom  they  kept  on  board,  bavins 
first  proposed  to  land  them  on  Light-house  Islano, 
but  the  deponent  informed  them  it  could  not  be 
done  with  safety ;  that  they  lay  in  Stono  all  the 
night ;  that  yesterday  morning  they  ffot  out  and 
bore  down  on  the  ship  Pallas  and  snip  Betsey, 
who  were  bound  for  Charleston;  they  took  the 
PfJIas  and  let  the  Betsey  go,  and  sent  the  depo- 
nent on  board  her,  in  which  vessel  he  got  up  to 
Charleston  this  morning;  that  when  be  was  on 
board  the  privateer  the  captain  showed  him  his 
commission,  in  which  the  said  schooner  is  called 
the  Vertitude,  and  the  captain,  Jordon,  of  Monte 
Chrisio ;  that  be  was  well  treated  on  board. 

SHADRACH  TURNER. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
at  Charleston,  this  19th  dav  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  th«  ^d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of^  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL. 
Q.  U.  Notary  Publie. 

State  of  Sodtb  CAROLink^city  of  Charleston: 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Q,uorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  and  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
and  State  aforesaid.. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  said  notary,  William  Minott,  who,  being  dulr 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evaneelists  of  Almighty  Qoo, 
did  depose,  testify,  and  declare,  that  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Benjamm  Moodie,  Esq.,  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Consol  in  this  city,  to  go  on  board  the 
British  ship  Oracabissa,  Captain  Story,  who  was 
in  great  distress,  havine  tost  her  main  and  mizen 
mast^  and  sprung  aleak;  that,  on  the  9th  day  of 
this  iDstantj  October,  he,  with  six  more  men,  went 
from  this  citv,  and  got  on  board  said  vessel,  then 
about  three  leagues  over  the  bar ;  that  they  came 
to  anchor  that  evening,  and  on  Friday,  the  13th, 
the  ship  got  over  the  l»r  of  Charleston,  and  came 
to  anchor  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  the  wind  being 
contrary  could  not  proceed  for  the  city ;  that  the 
ship  continued  at  anchor  till  Monday  afternoon, 
abjut  three  o'clock,  when  a  small  armed  schooner 
privateer  came  over  the  bar,  and  came  to  anchor 
about  north  of  the  ship ;  that  a  little  before  sun- 
down the  said  schooner  weighed  anchor,  and 
came  close  along  side  said  ship  and  dropped  an- 
chor; that^he  had  no  colors  up.  They  .ordered 
I  the  captain  of  the  ship  to  hoist  out  his  boat  and 
I  come  on  board  with  his  papers,  who  answered  the 
boat  was  stove ;  they  then  sent  him  their  boat 
with  an  officer  and  loar  or  five  armed  men,  who 
took  forcible  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  carried 
the  captain,  with  his  papers,  and  the  boatswaii^ 
on  board  tne  privateer,  and  detained  them,  and 
sent  the  boat  again  with  more  men  on  board  the 
ship;  that  they  immediatel)^  began  to  plunder  the 
cargo  and  vessel,  and  cootinura  to  carry  sugar, 
mm,  coffee,  cordage,  and  sails,  all  night,  with  ail 
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the  other  articles  they  eoald  carry  ;  that,  oa  the 
morning  of  Toesday,  the  17th,  about  nine  or  ten 
o'clock,  they  set  the  said  ship  Oracabissa  on  fire 
in  three  places  that  be  sa.W;  cut  both  cables,  by 
which  she  drifted  on  the  Folly  Breakers,  close  by 
the  light-house  shore;  tfaat  the  deponent  was  in- 
formed the  said  privateer  was  called  the  Adven- 
ttn«,  from  Cape  Francois,  Captain  Jordon ;  tbev 
then  took  the  deponent,  Captain  Story,  and  alt 
the  men  on  board  of  the  ship  on  board  tbe  priva- 
teer,  got  under  way  and  over  the  bar,  then  rnn 
into  Stono  Inlet,  where  they  landed  all  the  peo- 
ple except  Mr.  Turner,  the  pilot,  whom  they  car- 
ried away.  WILLIAM  MINOTT. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
at  Charleston,  the  19tb  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  me  22d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notary  PtMic 

State  op  Socth  Carolina,  city  of  CKarleMton: 
By  John  Mitchell^  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Quorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,aod  com- 
missioned, residing  and  practising  in  the  city 
aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  said  notary,  Daniel  Allen,  master  of  the  tthip 
Flora,  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evaagel- 
ists  of  Almighty  Clod,  did  depose,  testify,  and  de- 
clare, that  he  sailed  frora  Turk's  Island  on  the  10th 
day  of  this  instant,  Octobcv,  bound  for  Charles- 
ton, in  State  of^  South  Carolina ;  that  he  ar- 
rived at  the  bar  on  yesterday,  the  18th  instant, 
and  on  this  momiog  got  over  the  bar,  when  a 
small  French  privateer  schooner  came  along  side, 
and  obliged  him  to  haul  his  wind  and  return  over 
the  bar  at  a  very  considerable  risk,  having  no  pilot 
on  board.  After  he  got  over  the  bar,  the  said 
privateer  obliged  him  to  take  six  men  belonging 
to  the  brig  Mary  on  board  his  vessel,  when  they 
permitted  him  to  proceed  over  the  bar  and  up  to 
the  city,  where  he  arrived  about  11  o'clock  this 
day,  the  19th  insunt. 

DANIEL  ALLEN. 

.  In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office, 
at  Charleston,  this  19lh  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  22d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL.  Q.  V.  m.Pvb. 

State  op  Sooth  CAaoLiNA,c%^  CharU^on: 
By  John  Mitchell^  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  duorum  in 
and  for  the  said  State,  and  Notary  Public,  by 
lawful  authority  duty  sworn,  admitted, and  com- 
missioned, residii^  and  practisii^  in  the  city 
and  State  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  ctf  the  date 


I  hereof,  personalty  came  and  appeared  Iwforenie!, 
I  the  said  notary,  Thomas  Pierson,  first  ma^e,  Ro- 
bert Glaifiter,  second  mate,  Alexander  Jordon,  ud 
'  Benjamin  Jefiries,  seamen,  on  board  the  sliip  Pal- 
las,  of  Charleston,  who  tieing  severalty  dutv 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Goo, 
did  depose,  testify,  and  declare,  that  they  sailed  on 
l>oard  the  said  ship  Patlasfrom  Port  Glasgow,  com- 
manded by  Captain  John  Hunter,  loaded  wiili 
coals  ud  dry  goods,  American  property,  and 
bound  for  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  Sonth  Ca- 
rolina, aforesaid,  on  Mcmday,  the  12th  day  of  As- 
gast  last,  being  all  natives  of  the  United  States } 
ttiat  they  arrived  in  said  shipofftbe  bar  of  Cbirlet- 
ton  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  this  insuot,  October ; 
that  on  Wednesday,  the  18tb,  about  12  o'clock, 
they  were  in  ten  fiathams  water,  N.  N.  W.  of  the 
Charleston  light-house,  about  six  leagues  from  the 
land,  when  a  small  schooner,  a  French  privateer, 
which  they  were  informed  was  called  the  Forti- 
tude, commanded  by  Capuin  Jordon,  earrfia; 
two  six-pounders,  came  up,  having  then  an  &ig* 
lish  jack  flying,  aod  ordered  them  to  hoist  out  toe 
boat,  and  the  captain  to  come  on  board,  aod  briog 
his  papers  with  him;  that  being  some  time  get- 
ting, the  privateer  sent  her  boat  along  side,  aal 
an  officer  with  armed  men  came  on  board,  and  fn^ 
ciblv  took  Captain  Hunter,  two  men,  atid  a  boy, 
on  board  the  privateer,  and  sent  more  men  on 
board  the  ship,  took  possession  of  her  as  a  prize  to 
the  said  privateer,  put  the  deponents,  with  fom 
more  of  the  crew,  and  two  passengers,  on  board 
the  ship  Mary,  of  Hamburg,  leaving  Capuio 
Hunter,  two  men,  and  a  boy,  on  board  the  Pallas; 
that  the  officer  who  was  put  on  board  the  said  ship 
Pallas  said  he  would  carry  her  to  Cape  Franfus, 
in  St.  Domingo ;  that  the  ship  Mary  got  over  iIk 
bar  of  Charleston  this  morning,  and  ^ded  than 
in  the  city  about  11  o'clock  this  day. 

THOMAS  PIERSON. 
ROBERT  GLAISTBR, 
ALEXANDER  GORDON, 
BENJ.  JEFFRIES,  bis  X  m"^ 

In  testimony  whereof.  I,  the  said  notary  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  mjr  seal  of  office) 
at  Charleston,  this  19th  day  of  October,  io  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  22d  year  of  the  iode- 
pendence  cmT  the  United  States  of  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notary  PtMc 

State  op  SotrrH  Cakolira,  ct(y  of  CAarteafda: 
By  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Q,uorQtn  io 
aod  for  the  said  State,  and  notary  poblic,  by 
lawful  authority  duly  sworn,  admitted,  andcwn- 
missioned,  residing  and  practising  in  the  city, 
and  State  aforesaid. 

Do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  of  the  data 
hereof)  peraonally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
the  said  notary,  Iihamar  HasVtn,  second  lUtb 
Thomas  Davis,  Isaac  Sanford,  John  Clark,  and 
Thomas  Smith,  seamen  on  board  the  brig  Mary, 
of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  who  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Hdy  Evangelists  of  Almigkt^ 
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Qpif  did  depose,  testify,  and  declare,  tbat  they 
sailed  oo  board  the  said  brig  Mary,  of  Savaimah, 
in  Georgia,  eomnunded  br  Francis  Lightboroe, 
from  S&raniiah  aforesaid,  botiDd  for  Londoo ;  that 
they  and  each  of  them  are  Datire  Americans ; 
that  they  arrived  at  London,  and  on  the  7tb  day 
of  July  kist,  being  loaded  with  porter  and  dry 
goods,  ibev  sailed  in  said  vesse)  under  tbe  com- 
mand of  the  said  Captain  Lightbonie ;  John  Staf- 
ford, first  mate,  and  a  boy ;  having  a  long  pas- 
sage, they  did  not  arrive  on  the  coast  of  America 
till  Wednesday  morning,  the  18th  instant,  Octo- 
ber; they  made  the  land  near  Charleston  harbor 
in  sixteen  fathoms  water ;  thatabout  eighto'clock 
in  the  night  of  the  same  day,  being  in  eisht  fath- 
oms water,  about  three  leagues  from  the  land  and 
light-house  of  Charleston,  a  small  French  priva- 
teer schooner,  carryiog  two  guns  and  several 
swivels,  came  along  si^  tbe  said  brig,  hailed  her, 
and  ordered  the  captain  with  his  papers  to  come 
on  board,  which  he  did.  They  detamed  the  cap- 
laiD  and  two  men,  and  sent  an  officer  with  eight 
men  on  board  the  said  brig,  who  took  forcible  pos- 
session of  her  as  a  prize  to  said  privateer;  that 
this  morning  the  deponents  were  put  on  board  the 
ship  Flora,  of  Providence,  Stale  of  Rhode  IsUnd, 
who  brought  them  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  landed  them  about  eleven  o'clock ;  the  said 
Captain  Lightborne,  John  Stafford^  the  mate, 
and  tbe  boy,  being  put  on  board  the  said  brig  Mary, 
whom  the  pnze-master  declared  he  would  carry 
to  Cape  Francois,  in  St.  Domingo,  where  he  said 
she  came  from  and  belonged  to,  but  never  faobied 
any  colors  during  the  whole  time. 

ITHAMAR  HASKIN, 

THOMAS  DAVIS,  his  >4  mark. 

ISAAC  SANDFORD, 

JOHN  CLARE, 

THOMAS  SMITH,  his  M  mark. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  oi  office, 
at  Charleston,  this  Iwt  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1797,  and  in  the  22d  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  Stales  of  America. 

JNO.  MITCHELL, 
Q.  U.  Notary  Public 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Commmiicated  to  the  House  ofRepnsentatives,  Febm- 
ai7  19,  179 

Geralemen  of  the  Home  of  Rqtre$etatUive$ : 

In  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
docnments  herewith  transmitted,  will  be  found 
such  information  as  is  in  our  possession,  of  the 
losaes  recovered  by  the  citizens  ofthe  United  States, 
trader  the  treaty  made  with  Great  Britain,  which 
are  now  presented  to  tbe  House  of  Refwesenta- 
tires  in  compliance  with  their  request,  in  tbetr 
reaolation  of  the  first  of  this  month. 

'     JOHN  ADAMS. 
UmTiD  Statbs,  Feb.  18, 1798. 


Dbpabtment  of  State, 

February  16, 1798. 
The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  presents, 
as  directed,  the  annexed  papers,  exhibiting,  pur- 
suant to  a  resolve  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
ofthe  first  instant, "  a  statement  of  the  losses  re- 
covered by  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under 
(he  treaty  made  with  Great  Britain  and,  as  far  as 
he  possesses  information,  "specifying  those  cases 
which  have  actually  been  decided  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals." 

Document  A  contains  a  schedule  of  the  cases  of 
costs  and  damages  which,  in  order  to  save  the 
delay  and  expense  attending  their  prosecution  be- 
fore the  judiciary  tribunals,  were  referred,  by  tbe 
consent  of  the  American  and  British  CioTemments, 
(o  the  decision  of  Sir  William  Scott,  the  King^ 
Advocate  General,  and  Doctor  John  Nicboll,  tne 
advocate  retained  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard, 
the  American  agent,  dated  28th  February.  1797, 
and  marked  A  A,  will  show  how  advantageously 
to  the  claimants  this  class  of  cases  was  settled  hj. 
the  referees.  The  sums  awarded  were  paid  on 
the  28th  of  last  July. 

Document  B  contains  a  list  of  the  causes  in 
which,  on  the  29th  of  last  July  (the  date  of  the 
latest  communication  upon  the  subject)  restitution 
had  been  decreed  by  the  Board  of  Commssion- 
ers  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  7th  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation 
with  Great  Britain ;  and  document  C  contains 
such  cases  wherein  the  amount  of  the  awards  had 
been  paid  at  the  time  mentioned,  being  all  that 
were  then  due.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that,  in  a 
letter  from  the  American  Commissioners,  dated 
the  29th  of  July,  1797,  they  intimate  that,  "  except 
some  more  cases  of  capture,  ondec  the  orders  of 
1795,  for  taking  vessels  loaded  with  provisions, 
there  is  very  little  pnwpect  of  any  other  being  in  a 
state  to  come  before  the  Commissioners,  tiU  the 
term  of  eighteen  months,  from  the  commencement 
of  their  business,  shall  hare  expired.  Every  cause, 
in  which  the  parties  were  furnished  with  the  ne- 
cessary evidence,  had  been  decided ;  and  they 
trusted,  that  almost  every  principle  of  importance, 
or  liable  to  contest,  had  been  settled  and  deter- 
mined, until  the  question  should  be  agitated,  if 
any  should  ever  be  made,  of  their  right  to  judge 
on  cases  not  decided  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Appeal,  after  the  said  term  of  eighteen  monthi  is 
ela^d." 

The  Department  of  Stateis  not  in  possession  of 
documents  from  wliich  any  tolerably  accurate  or 
comprehensive  statement  can  be  made  of  the  d^ 
cision  decreeing  restitution,  or  reversing  sentences 
of  condemnation,  which  have  actually  taken  place 
in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Court  of 
Appeals  in  prize  causes;  but  owing  to  the  multi- 
pbcity  of  business  which,  in  time  of  war,  accumu- 
lates lipoo  them,  and  to  the  smaU  space  of  time 
allotted  for  the  sittings  of  the  latter,  there  is  rea^ 
son  to  believe  that  no  great  despatch  has  been 
given  to  the  decision  of  the  American  causes  de- 
pending therein.  Document  D  contains  such  as 
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hare  been  extracted  from  the  imperfect  papers, 
with  wbich  the  Department  of  Slate  is  fomished 
in  relation  to  that  subject. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

To  the  President  o/the  United  States: 

[The  schedules,  or  lists,  beiog  merely  the  names 
of  the  TCifseU  and  the  amounts  awarded,  are  omit- 
ted.] 


TUNIS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Feb.  21, 179S.] 

GentUmen  of  the  Senate : 

Having  received  the  original  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Government 
of  Tunis,  I  lay  it  before  the  Senaie  of  the  United 
States,  whether  they  advise  and  consent  to  its 
ratification.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  Statbb,  Feb.  21, 1798. 

To  all  whom  thae  pretent*  thall  come  or  be  made 
huown  * 

Whereas  the  underwritten  David  Humphreys 
hath  been  duly  appointed  Commissioner  Plenipo- 
tentiary, by  letters  patent  under  the  signature  of 
the  President  and  seal  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  dated  the  30th  day  of  March.  1795,  for 
negotiating  and  concluding  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
Commerce  with  the  mo^t  excellent  and  illustrious 
Lord  the  Bey  and  Supreme  Commander  of  the 
State  of  Tunis:  whereas  in  conformity  to  the  neces- 
sary authority  committed  to  him  therefor  he  did 
constitute  and  appoint  Joel  Barlow  an  agent  in  the 
business  aforesaid:  and  whereas  the  annexed  treaty 
was,  in  consequence  thereof,  agreed  upon,  in  the 
manner  aod  at  the  time  therein  mentioned,  through 
the  ioteiveation  of  Joseph  Stephen  Famiii,  invest- 
ed with  full  powers  for  the  said  purpose : 

Now  know -ye,  that  I,  David  Humphreys,  Com- 
missioner Plenipotentiary,  aforesaid,  do  approve 
and  conclude  the  said  treaty  and  every  article  and 
clause  therein  contained,  reserving  the  same,  never- 
theless, for  the  final  ratification  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  said 
United  Sutes. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  the  same 
with  my  name  and  affixed  thereto  my  seal, 
at  the  city  of  Madrid,  this  Uth  day  of 
November,  1797. 

DATID  HUMPHREYS. 


QOD  18  IMrmiTB. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  greatest,  the  most 
powerful,  of  all  the  Princes  of  the  Ottoman  nation, 
who  reign  upon  the  earth,  our  most  glorious  and 
most  august  Emperor,  wno  commands  the  two 
lands  and  the  two  seas,  Selim  Kan  the  Victorious, 
son  of  the  Sultan  Moustafa,  whose  realm  may 
God  prosper  until  the  end  of  ages,  the  support  of 
Kings,  the  seal  of  justice,  the  amperor  <n  Em- 
penws: 


The  most  illustrious  and  most  magnificent  Prince 
Hamouda  Pacha  Bey,  who  commands  the  Odgi^ 
of  Tunis,  the  abode  of  happiness,  and  the  most 
honored  Ibrahim  Dey,  and  Soliman,  Aga  of  die 
Janissaries,  and  chief  of  the  Divan,  and  all  thf 
elders  of  the  Odgiah,  and  the  most  distinguished 
and  honored  Adams,  President  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales  ol  Americaj  the  most  distin- 
guished among  those  who  profess  the  religion  of 
the  Messiah,  of  whom  may  the  end  be  happy. 

We  have  concluded  between  us  the  present  treatr 
of  peace  and  friendship,  all  the  articles  of  whicB 
have  been  framed  by  the  intervention  ofJosejA 
Stephen  Famin.  French  merchant  residing  il 
Tunis,  Charg£  d'Aflairs  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
America,  which  stipulations  and  conditions  aie 
comprised  in  twenty-three  articles,  written  and 
expressed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  doaki 
of  their  contents,  and  to  such  way  as  not  to  be 
eoDtiaTened. 

Abticlb  1.  There  shall  be  a  perpetual  indeoD- 
stantpeace  between  the  United  States  of  Ameriet 
and  the  magnificent  Pacha,  Bey  of  Tunis:  and  aba 
a  permanani  friendship,  which  shall  more  and  more 
increase. 

Art.  2.  If  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  two  naiioDi 
shall  make  prize  of  an  enemy  vessel,  in  which  maf 
be  found  effects,  property,  and  subjects  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  the  whole  shall  be  restored: 
the  Bey  shall  restore  the  property  and  subjecB  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  latter  shall  make  a 
reciprocal  restoration  \  it  being  understood  on  bodt 
sides,  that  the  just  right  of  what  is  claimed  shall 
be  proved. 

Art.  3.  Merchandise  belongiiijg  to  anyna^ 
which  may  be  at  war  with  one  ofthe  contiacii^ 
parties,  and  loaded  on  boud  of  the  vessels  (tftu 
other,  shall  pass  without  molestation,  and  withoot 
any  attempt  being  made  to  capture  or  detain  it 

Aht.  4.  On  both  sides,  sufficient  passports  shall 
be  given  to  vessels,  that  they  majr  be  known  tod 
treated  as  friendly ;  and,  considering  the  distance 
between  the  two  countries^  a  term  of  eighteen 
months  is  giveUj  within  which  term  respect  shall 
be  paid  to  the  said  passports,  without  requiringtbe 
ctmgi  or  document,  (which  at  Tunis  is  called  lesta,) 
but  after  the  said  term  the  congi  shall  be  presented. 

Art.  5.  If  the  corsairs  of  Tunis  shall  meet  at 
sea  with  ships  of  war  ofthe  United  States  haring 
under  their  escort  merchant  vessels  of  their  natioa, 
they  shall  not  be  searched  or  molested ;  and  ia 
such  case  the  commanders  shall  be  believed  upcm 
their  word,  to  exempt  their  sbii»frombeingTisited, 
and  to  avoid  qiurantine ;  the  American  ships  u 
war  shall  act  in  like  manner  towards  merebant 
vessels  escorted  by  the  corsairs  of  Tunis. 

Art.  6.  If  a  Tunisian  corsair  shall  meet  with 
an  American  merchant  vessel,  and  shall  visit  it 
with  her  boat,  she  shall  not  exact  anything,  under 
pain  of  being  severely  punished;  and,  in  like  man- 
ner, if  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  Sutea  shall 
meet  with  a  Tunisian  merchant  vessel,  she  shaU 
observe  the  came  rule.  In  case  a  slave  shall  laK 
refuge  on  board  an  American  vessel  of  war,  the 
Consul  shall  be  require^]  to  cause  him  to  be  re- 
stored; and  if  any  of  their  pristmera  shall  eseajie 
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onboard  of  the  Tunisian  vessels,  they  shall  be  re- 
stored ;  but  if  any  slaTe  shall  take  refuge  in  any 
American  merchant  vessel,  and  it  shall  be  prorea 
that  the  vessel  has  departed  with  the  said  slave, 
then  he  shall  be  retarned  or  his  ransom  shall  be 
paid. 

Abt.  7.  An  American  citizen  having  purchased 
a  prize  ressel  from  our  Odgiak,  may  sail  with  our 
passport,  which  we  will  deliver  for  tbe  term  of 
one  year,  by  force  of  which  our  corsairs,  which 
nuv  meet  with  her,  shall  respect  her;  tbe  Consul, 
OD  Dis  part,  shall  furnish  her  with  a  bill  of  sale, 
and, considering  the  distance  of  the  two  countries, 
tliis  term  shall  saflBce  to  obtain  a  passport  in  form; 
but  after  the  expiration  of  this  term,  if  our  corsairs 
shall  meet  with  her  without  the  passport  of  the 
United  States,  she  shall  be  stopped  and  declared 
good  prize,  aa  well  the  vessel  as  the  cargo  and  crew. 

Abt.  8.  If  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  shall  be  obliged  to  enter  into  a  port  of  the 
other,  and  may  have  need  of  provisions  and  other 
articles,  they  shall  be  granted  to  her  without  an^ 
difficulty,  at  the  price  current  of  tbe  place;  and  if 
soch  a  vessel  shall  have  suffered  at  sea,  and  shall 
have  need  of  repairs,  she  shall  be  at  liberty  to  uo  - 
load  and  reload  her  cargo,  without  being  obliged 
to  pay  any  duty. 

Art.  9.  If,  by  accident,  and  by  the  permission 
of  Qod,  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  be  cast  by  tempests  upon  the  coasts  of  the 
other,  and  shall  be  wrecked  or  otherwise  damaged, 
the  Commandant  of  the  place  shall  render  all  pos- 
sible assistance  for  its  preservation,  without  allow- 
ing aoy  person  to  make  any  opposition ;  and  the  ; 
proprietor  of  (he  effects  shall  pay  the  costs  of 
salvage  to  those  who  may  have  been  employed. 

Abt.  10.  In  case  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  shall  be  atucked  by  an  enemy  under 
tbe  cannon  of  the  forts  of  the  other  party,  she  shall 
be  protected  and  defended  as  much  as  possible;  and 
when  she  shall  set  sail,  no  enemy  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  pursue  her  from  the  same  port,or  any  other 
aeighhoring  port,  for  forty-eight  hours  after  her 
departure. 

Art.  11,  When  a  vessel  of  war  of  one  of  the 
parties  shall  enter  a  port  of  the  other,  she  shall  be 
saluted  by  the  forts,  and  shall  return  the  salute,  sun 
for  gun,  neither  more  nor  less.  But  there  shafl  be 

Jiveo  by  the  parties,  respectively,  a  barrel  of  pow- 
er for  every  gun  whien  shall  be  required  for  the 
■tlnte. 

Abt.  13.  When  citizens  of  the  United  States 
come  with  tbe  dependencies  of  Tunis,  to  carry  on 
commerce,  the  same  respect  shall  he  {Miid  them  as 
the  merchants  of  other  naiioos  enjoy ;  and  if  they 
choose  to  establish  themselves  within  our  ports,  no 
opposition  shall  be  made ;  and  they  shall  be  free  to 
avail  themselves  of  such  interpreters  as  they  may 
judge  necessary,  without  any  opposition  thereto, 
u  conformity  with  the  usages  of  other  nations; 
and  if  any  Tunisian  subject  shall  establish  himself 
vitbia  the  dependencies  of  the  United  States,  he 
>hatl  be  treated  in  the  same  manner.  If  a  Tunisian 
subject  shall  freight  an  American  vessel  and  load 
berwitb  merchandise, and  he  shall  afterwards  wish 
toDBlade  itor  ship  tbe  same  on  hoard  of  another  ves- 


sel, we  will  not  permit  him,  until  the  matter  shall 
be  decided  by  merchants,  who  shall  make  an  award, 
thereon,  which  shall  be  conclusive.  No  captain 
shall  be  detained  against  his  will  in  port,  except  in 
the  case  of  our  ports  being  shut  for  the  vessels  of 
all  other  nations;  which  may  extend  to  merchant 
vessels,  but  not  to  those  of  war.  The  subjects  or 
citizens  of  tbe  two  nations  shall  be  protected  by 
the  Qovernmeui  or  Commandants  of  the  places 
where  they  may  be,  and  not  by  the  other  authorities 
of  the  country.  In  case  tbe  Government  of  Tu- 
nis shall  have  need  of  an  American  vessel  for 
its  service,  the  captain  shall  freight  his  vessel,  and 
the  freight  shall  oe  paid  to  him  according  to  the 

Xeement  of  the  Government,  without  his  being 
iwed  to  refuse. 

Art.  13.  If  among  the  crews  of  merchant  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  found  sub- 
jects of  oar  enemies,  tbef  shall  not  be  made  slaves, 
on  condition  that  they  do  not  exceed  a  third  of  the 
crew:  and  when  they  do  exceed  a  third,  they  shall 
be  made  slaves;  the  present  article  only  concerns 
the  sailors,  and  not  the  passengers,  who  diall  not 
be,  in  any  manner,  molested. 

Art.  14.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  who  shall  transport  into  the  kingdom  of 
Tunis  the  merchandise  ol  their  country,  in  the  ves- 
sels of  their  nation,  shall  pay  three  per  cent.  duty. 
Such  as  may  be  laden  by  such  citizens  under  a 
foreign  flag  coming  from  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere,  shall  pay  ten  per  cent.  duty.  Such  as 
may  be  laden  by  foreigners  on  board  of  American 
vessels,  coming  from  any  place  whatever,  shall 
also  pay  ten  per  cent.  duty.  If  any  Tunisian  mer- 
chant wishes  to  carry  merchandise  of  his  country, 
under  any  flag  whatever,  into  tbe  United  States 
of  Ameriea,and  on  his  own  account,  he  shall  pay 
three  per  cent.  duty. 

Art.  15.  It  shall  be  free  for  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  what  commerce  they 
please  in  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  without  any  op- 
position, and  they  shall  be  treated  like  the  mer- 
chants of  other  nations;  but  they  shall  not  carry 
on  commerce  in  wine,  nor  in  prohibited  articles; 
and  if  any  one  shall  be  detected  in  a  contraband 
trade,  he  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country.  Tbe  Commandants  of  posts 
and  castles  shall  take  care  that  the  captains  and 
sailors  shall  not  load  prohibited  articles;  but  if  this 
should  happen,  those  who  shall  not  have  cmtribn- 
ted  to  tbe  smo^ling  shall  not  be  molested  nor 
searched,  no  more  tun  the  vend  and  cargo,-  but 
only  the  ofiender.  who  shall  be  demandea  (o  be 
punish.  No  captain  shall  he  obliged  to  receive 
merchandise  on  board  of  his  vessel,  nor  to  unlade 
the  same,  against  his  will,  until  his  freight  shall 
be  paid. 

Art.  16.  The  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
Stales  which  shall  cast  anchor  in  the  road  of  the 
Goulette,  or  anv  other  port  of  the  kingdom  of  Tu- 
nis, shall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  same  anchorage 
for  entry  and  departure  which  French  vessels  pay. 
to  wit:  seventeen  piasters  and  an  half,  money  of 
Tunis,  for  entry,  if  they  import  merchandise,  and 
tbe  same  for  departure,  if  they  take  away  a  cargo; 
but  they  shall  not  be  oUiged  to  pay  anchmrage  if 
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they  arriTe  in  bnilast,  and  depart  io  the  same 
manner. 

Abt.  17.  Each  of  tbe  contracting  parties  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  establish  a  Consul  in  the  depesden- 
cies  of  the  other ;  and  if  such  Consul  does  not  act 
in  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  country,  like 
others,  the  Government  of  the  place  shall  inform 
his  Government  of  it,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be 
ebanged  and  replaced ;  but  he  sball  eujoy,  as  well 
for  himself,  as  bis  family  and  suite,  the  protection 
of  the  Government;  aud  be  may  import,  for  his 
own  use,  all  his  proviuoDs  and  fumitwe  with- 
out paying  any  duty ;  and  if  he  shall  import  mer- 
ehaodise,  which  sball  be  lawful  for  him  to  do, 
he  shall  pay  duty  for  it. 

Art.  18.  If  the  subjectaor  citizens  of  either  of  tbe 
contracting  parties,  being  within  the  possessions 
of  the  other,  contract  debts,  or  eoter  into  obliga- 
tions, neither  tbe  Coasol  nor  the  nation,  nor  any 
sahjects  or  citizens  thereof,  shall  be  in  any  manner 
responsible,  except  tbey  or  the  Consul  sball  have 
previously  become  bound  in  writing;  and,  without 
th\8  obligation  in  writing,  they  cannot  be  called 
upon  for  indemnity  or  satisfaction. 

Abt.  19.  In  case  of  a  citizen  or  subject  of  either 
of  tbe  ccmtracting  parties  dying  within  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  other,  the  Consul  or  the  Vekil  shall 
take  possession  of  his  effects,  (if  he  does  not  leave 
a  will,)  of  which  he  shall  make  an  inventory,  and 
the  GoTernment  of  the  place  shall  bare  nothing 
to  do  therewith ;  and,  if  there  shall  be  no  Consul, 
the  effects,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  a 
eonfidential  person  of  tne  place,  taking  an  inven- 
tory of  the  whole,  that  tbey  may  eventually  be  de- 
livered to  tbose  to  whom  they  of  right  belong. 

Art.  20.  Tbe  Consul  shall  be  the  judj^  in  all 
disputes  between  his  fellow-citizens  or  subjects,  as 
also  between  all  other  persons  who  may  be  imme- 
diately under  his  protection ;  and  in  all  cases 
wherein  he  shall  require  the  assisUnce  of  the 
Government  where  he  resides  to  sanction  his  de- 
cisions, it  shall  be  granted  to  him. 

Abt.  21.  If  a  citizen  or  subject  of  one  of  the 
parties  sball  kill,  wound,  or  strike  a  citizen  or 
subject  of  the  other,  justice  shall  be  done  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  country  where  the  offence 
dioll  be  committed.  The  Consul  shall  be  present 
at  the  trial ;  but  if  any  offender  shall  escape,  the 
CodsdI  shall  be  in  no  manner  responsiUe  for  it 

Art.  22.  If  a  dispute  or  law  suit  on  commer- 
cial or  other  civil  matters  shall  happen,  tbe  trial 
shall  be  had  in  the  presence  of  the  Consul,  or  of  a 
confidential  person  of  his  choice,  who  shall  repre- 
sent him,  and  endeavor  to  accommodate  the  dif- 
ference which  may  have  happened  between  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  two  nations. 

Abt.  23.  If  any  difference  or  dispute  shall  take 
place  concerning  the  infraction  of  any  article  of 
the  present  treaty,  oo  either  side,  peace  and  good 
harmony  shall  not  be  interrupted  until  a  friendly 
application  sball  have  been  made  for  satisfaction ; 
and  resort  shall  not  be  had  to  arms  therefor,  ex- 
cept where  such  application  shall  hare  been  re- 
jected ;  and  if  war  be  then  dedared,  the  term  of 
one  year  shall  be  allowed  to  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  the  eoatr«ctiBg  pairties  to  arrange  their 


afiairs,  and  to  withdraw  themselves  with  their 
property. 

The  agreements  and  terms  above  concluded  by 
the  two  contracting  parties  shall  be  punctually  ob- 
served, with  the  will  of  the  Most  High.  And  for 
the  maintenance  and  exact  observance  of  tbe  said 
agreements,  we  have  caused  their  contents  to  be 
here  transcribed,  in  the  present  month  of  Refaia 
Elul,  of  the  Hegira  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twelve,  corresponding  with  tbe  month  of 
August,  of  the  Christian  year  one  thousand  seveo 
hundred  and  oinety-seren. 

Tbe  AQA  SOLIMAN'S 
,  signature  and  seal. 

IBRAHCtf  DEY>S 

!iignattu«  and  seal. 
The  BEY'S 

signatofe  and  aeaL 

Extract    a  letter  fttna  Jod  Barlow,  Esquire^  to  Cddwl 
Uavid  HomiArcTs,  dated 

Aloiers,  jMay  23, 1797. 

"  The  peace  of  Tunis  is  concluded,  as  I  am  eoa- 
fidently  informed  by  Mr.  Famio,  The  sickness 
of  the  First  Secretary  of  State  has  prevented  its 
being  enregisiered,  signed,  and  sent  me.  It  is  on 
the  footing  of  note  No.  3,  which  I  sent  you  by 
Captain  O'Brien.  I  sball,  at  a  proper  time,  send 
you  copies  of  all  my  letters  on  this  subject,  to 
convince  the  Executive  I  could  do  no  better." 

[Tbe  note  No.  3,  above  referred  to,  does  notap- 

ear  among  the  papers  transmitted  b^  Coknel 
umpbreys:  but  in  Captain  O^Brim's  journal  of 
his  mission  to  Tunis,  to  oe^tiate,  in  conjanetian 
with  Mr.  Famin,  a  peace  with  that  regency,  there 
are  three  notes  of  the  terms  of  peace  ;  the  first, 
proposed  by  the  Bey,  containing  military  and  na- 
val stores,  estimated  at  sixty-eight  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  but  which  would  cost 
much  more ;  also,  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  casb, 
and  in  presents  twenty-two  thousand,  in  the  whole 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  Captain  O'Brien  haying  reject- 
ed these  terms,  proposed  others  containing  mih- 
tary  and  naval  stores  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  es- 
timated, as  before,  much  under  the  real  cost  to 
the  United  States,  and  cash  and  presents  the 
same  as  proposed  by  the  Etey,  the  whole  amoont 
one  hundred  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  wd 
fifty  dollars.  These  terms  were  r^eeted  by  the 
Bey,  who  then  offered  the  following  aa  itafini- 
tive;] 

Terms  No.  3. 
Determined  terms  of  Hamouda,  Bashaw  of  Tunis, 
to  make  a  peace  with  tbe  United  States  ol 
America. 

26  guns,  12-pounders,  carriages  complete  for  sea. 

14  guns,  8-pounders,  do. 

12.000  baUs  from  4  to  24  lbs. 

250  quintals  of  gunpowder. 

SO  quintals  of  musket  powder. 

20  keds  62  feet  long  each. 

500  knees,  oak. 
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800  forked  knees. 

60  masts  fit  for  ressds  from  36  guns  to  12 :  four 
different  sizes. 

300  oars,  34  feet  long  each. 

800  oak  plaak  from  3  to  27i  inches,  from  13  to 
16  feet. 

5,000  pioe  boards,  3  inches,  1  foot  broad,  12  and 
16  feet  long. 

300  pieces  ranging  timber,  pine,  9,  10,  11,  and 
13  inches. 

10  cables  of  14  inches,  110,  130  fathoms  each. 
10  cables  of  12  do. 
15  hawsers,  from  6,  7, 8  inches. 
600  quintals  Swedish  iron  in  bars. 
200  barrels  of  pitch. 
SCO  barrels  of  rosin. 
200  barrels  of  tar. 
40  qaintais  of  match  rope, 
f  The  above  called} 

Regalia,  supposed  amoant  in  dollars,  35,000 
Peace,  cost  u  money,  -  -  -  50,000 
Peace  presents,  -  12.000 
Consnls*  presents,  -  4,000 
Saekauppa,  or  secret  service,  -      -  6,000 

Total  amount  in  dollars,  -      -  107,000 


Bxtiaet  of  a  letter  from  Co1<hi4  Homphiejs  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stata,  dated  at 

Madrid,  November  14.  1797. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith 
the  original  treaty  lately  eoocluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Toois,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Executive.  And  I  cannot  refrain  from  re- 
commending, at  ihs  same  time,  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  Qovernment,  the  persevering,  intelli- 
gent, and  honorable  conduct  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ste- 
phen Famin,  in  the  management  of  this  tedious 
and  difficult  negotiadon." 

Department  of  Statb, 

Fi^mtary  21, 1798. 
The  foregoing  extracts  from  Mr.  Barlow's  and 
Colonel  Humphrey's  letters,  and  from  Captain 
O'Brien's  joomal,  are  truly  made. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

In  Senate,  Fbbrdart  28, 1798. 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  Treaty  with 
the  Bay  of  Tunis,  made  the  following  report : 

That  a  peace  with  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  afier  a 
variety  of  difficulties,  and  a  tedious,  oegotiatioo, 
has  been  at  length  concluded  on  the  following 
terms,  viz: 

In  money  .  -  -  -  $50,000 
In  naval  stores,  called  regalia  -  35,000 
In  peace  presents  -  -  -  12,000 
In  Consols^  presents  -  -  4,000 
In  sackaiappa,  or  secret  service  mo- 
ney      -        -        -        -  6,000 

107,t)00 


The  greatest  portion  of  which,  it  is  supposed, 
has  alrwdy  been  disbursed  through  the  medium  of 
a  temporary  loan,  obtained  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

The  committee  further  report  the  following 
resolution : 

Removed,  That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Friendship  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Bey  and  Government  of  Tunis, 
concluded  in  the  month  of  August,  1797,  on  ctm- 
dition  that  the  fourteenth  artiele  of  the  said  treaty, 
which  relates  to  the  duties  on  merchandise,  (to  be 
reciprocally  paid  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  said  parties,  in  their  respective  ports)  shall  be 
suspended. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  enter  into  a  friendly  n^otiatioa 
with  the  Bey  and  Government  of  Timis,  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  article,  so  as  lo  accominodate 
the  provisions  thereof  lo  the  existing  treaUes  of 
the  united  Sutes  with  other  nations. 


AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  House  of  Re- 
preAntatives  of  the  United  States,  commtraioated 
March  1, 1798. 

Departuent  of  State, 

February  27,  1798. 
In  obedience  to  their  resolve  of  the  29tb  of  No- 
vember last,  (which  was  received  on  the  29th 
instant)  the  Secretary  of  State  lays  before  the 
House  of  Representatives  an  abstract  of  all  the 
returns  of  registered  American  seamen,  and  of  the 
protests  and  returns  respecting  impressed  seamen, 
since  the  17th  of  February,  1797,  (the  date  of  his 
last  report,)  transmitted  lo  him  by  the  Collectors 
of  the  different  ports,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen ;  and  copies  or  abstracts  of  such  commu- 
nications from  the  agents  employed  by  virtue  of 
the  said  act,  in  foreign  ports,  as  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

To  these  the  Secretary  adds  sundry  important 
communications,  on  the  same  subject,  from  Mr. 
King,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  names  of  impressed 
American  seamen,  from  the  protests  of  masters  of 
vessels,  and  from  returns  made  by  the  Collectors 
of  the  different  ports.] 

CtMomanications  from  David  Lenox,  Eaqoire,  Agent  for 
procuring  (he  retease  of  impieaaed  American  Sea- 
men, in  Qieat  Britain. 

London,  July  lat^  1797. 
StB:  The  letter  which  I  had  the  lioDor  to  write 
you  the  12tb  insuot,  would  inform  you  of  my  ar- 
rival here,  and  of  an  arrangement  being  in  ccmtem- 
I^tion,  which  had  for  its  object  a  more  duect  line 
than  iwd  hitherto  been  practised,  of  affording 
relief  to  our  nnfortunaie  seamen,  who  mi^t  be 
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impressed  or  detained  oo  board  His  Britannic  Maj- 
estjr's  fletfi ;  this  has  been  effected,  and  applications 
in  latare  are  to  be  made  by  me.  through  Mr.  Ne- 
pean,  first  secretary  to  the  Admiralty.  Bjr  the  for- 
mer mode,  applications  went  from  oar  Mmister  to 
Lord  Qrenville,  by  him  they  were  referred  to  the 
LOTda  of  the  Admiralty,  and  they  gare  directions 
to  a  secretary  to  be  forwarded  to  the  commanders 
of  the  differeol  ships  i  by  this  circoilons  rout^  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  that  many  omissions 
took  place,  and  that  to  this  cause  may  be  attribu- 
ted the  man^  cases  of  oar  seamen  to  which  no 
kiud  of  attention  hasbeea  paid:  these  will  appear 
by  the  abstract  lately  sent  yoa  by  Mr.  King.  I  am 
preparing  to  make  a  renewal  of  all  these  cases,  the 
result  of  which  I  will  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  when  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power.  Since 
my  arrival  I  have  made  application  for  eleven  sea- 
men, among  whom  there  appeared  no  recent  in- 
stance of  impressment,  except  in  the  case  of  two 
men  who  were  picked  up  here  by  a  press-gang; 
one  of  them  was  liberated  on  my  interference,  the 
other  is  yet  detained  on  the  supposition  of  his  be- 
ing a  British  subject.  I  find  considerable  difficul- 
ties will  often  arise  from  defects  in  our  laws  with 
respect  to  seamen.  By  act  of  Congress,  of  the  14th 
April,  1792.  the  Consuls  are  authorized,  in  certain 
eases,  to  allow  twelve  cents  per  diem  to  our  sea- 
men ;  but  I  find  the  relief  from  thb  provision  has 
been  small  indeed.  The  same  law  obliges  mas- 
ters of  vessels  to  take  oo  board  seamen  on  the  ap- 
plication of  Consuls,  but  this  has  seldom  been  en- 
forced ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  Consul  at  this  port,  has 
informed  me  that  such  applications  have  been 
Tcry  generally  treated  with  contempt ;  however,  I 
have  requested  bim  to  renew  the  trial  when  cases 
shall  occur,  having  no  kind  of  doubt  in  my  own 
mind,  that  oo  proof  being  sent  to  America,  the 
penalty  would  oe  recovered,  and  an  example  or 
two  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  good  effect. 
My  experience  does  not  yet  furnish  me  with  sufiS- 
eient  grounds  to  point  out  all  the  defects  of  our 
Utws  on  this  subject ;  but  Mr.  King  bas  a  thorough 
knowled^  of  the  business,  and,  I  have  been  inform- 
ed, has  given  every  information ;  I  shall,  however, 
take  the  liberty  to  convey  from  time  to  time  such 
ideas  as  may  occur  to  me  in  the  course  of  my  offi- 
cial commooicatious. 

In  comfdiance  with  my  instructions,  I  have 
opened  a  eorrespoudeuce  with  all  the  American 
Consuls  in  the  different  European  ports,  and  have 
informed  them  of  my  establishment  here.  With 
respect  to  that  part  which  refers  to  my  visiting 
"  those  ports  and  places  which  are  the  principu 
scenes  for  impressing  or  detaining  American  sea- 
men. "  Mr.  King  is  of  opinion  with  me,  that  no 
goou  would  result  from  it,  for  the  commanders  of 
vessels  would  not  allow  me,  as  matter  of  ri^ht,  to 
go  on  board  their  ships ;  if,  however,  I  find  that 
any  good  ean  be  expected,  I  will  certaioly  make 
the  attempt.  That  rart  which  respecu  protec- 
tions  to  oat  seamen,  I  much  fear  cannot  be  ac- 
complished ;  I  have  seen  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  King  and  Lord  Orenvitleon  thissubject, 
and  there  appear  aDsarmoaataUe  difficulties  on 
their  part;  1  shall,  however,  attempt  at  least,  to 


establish  a  form  which  majr  protect  our  wamen 
once  discharged  from  future  impressment,  but  erea 
this  I  find  liable  to  objections,  and  1  believe  tke 
fact  is  they  are  afraid  to  trust  us.  1  have  bad 
great  assistance  from  Mr.  King  since  my  arrinl 
in  arranging  my  business;  ant^  from  the  general 
disposition  I  have  found  in  every  person  with 
whom  I  have  had  to  coiifer,  1  have  reason  to  lu^ 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  conduct  the  bosiaess  with 
which  I  am  entrusted,  with  benefit  to  my  couliy 
and  satisfaetioD  to  mysdf. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


LosDOM,  My  nOi,  1797. 

SiB :  Since  I  had  the  btmor  to  write  you  the  lat 
instaDt,(copy  of  which  is  eBck)sed)Qothtnf(^coa> 
sequence  has  occurred  in  my  official  sitnatKm.  Oi 
the  12th  instant  1  roiewedan  application  for  ill 
seamen  who  appearedj  from  documents  in  my  pis* 
session,  to  be  still  detained  on  board  His  Brittoue 
Majesty's  fleet ;  and  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  ts 
forward  you  a  copy  of  it.  I  beg  leave,  however, 
to  observe  that,  I  have  reason  to  believe  some  of 
these  men  may  have  been  dischai^ed ;  yet^  at  it 
does  not  appear  with  certainty,  I  conceived  it  mj 
duty  to  include  the  whole.  As  these  men  are  now 
deprived  of  every  kind  of  proof  of  their  eiiizea- 
ship,  and  it  is  a  pretext  for  their  being  deiained,  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  some  eeneial  pob- 
lication  toarge  their  friends  to  forward  me  the  beat 
proof  in  their  power :  those  who  can  be  fnroiiM 
with  extracts  from  church  roisters,  attested  fay  i 
notary,  and  certified  by  a  British  Consul,  will  be 
the  best,  and  such  as  1  conceive  will  soon  put  it  ia 
m_y  power  to  restore  them  to  their  country  and 
friends :  whoe  this  is  impracticable,  the  best  ibil 
can  be  obtained.  My  applications  for  impreMtd 
seamen  now  amount  to  twenty-six',  and  eight  have 
applied  to  me  who  have  been  dischar^ ;  of  tbei* 
I  keep  a  regular  roister,  extracts  nom  which  I 
shall  forward  at  stated  periods. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir. 
your  most  obedient  so'vant, 

D.  LENOX. 
The  Hon.  TiHOTHT  PicKEBiHO.  Esq. 

[Accompanyioff,  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  Im 
pressed  Seamen.] 

In  all,  two  hundred  and  eighiy-sevea  seamei, 
who  appear,  from  documents  in  my  possenioi. 
not  to  have  been  discharaed  on  the  applieatioo  or 
Mr.  Kinja;,  and  one  bunued  and  fourteen  on  ike 
application  of  Mr.Pinckney;  making, in  thewfade, 
four  hundred  and  one. 

Mr.  Lenox  begs  leave  to  remark,  that  there  tp* 
pears,  in  seTeral  instances,  the  same  name,  but  is 
It  ia  possiUe  different  persons  may  be  meant,  be 
conceives  it  bis  duty  to  mention  them,  but  in  doi^ 
this,  he  ht^ies  no  improper  motive  will  be  impnM 
to  him. 

D.  LENOX,  , 
Agent  far  the  r^i^  and  pntahtm^ 
Americanmamn. 

LoitnoN,  Jbfy  IS,  1797. 
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Abctract  of  the  commaatcations  from  Silas  Talbot,  Esq. 
Agent  in  the  West  Indiea  for  procaring  the  releue 
of  impresaed  Americaa  seamen ;  to  which  are  an- 
nexed copies  of  MTeral  of  hie  letteia,  and  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Heor;  Craig,  his  Agent  at  Martinique. 

On  the  2d  September,  1796.  he  arrived  at  Barba- 
does;  but  finding  nothin?  I  here  to  claim  his  official 
atteniioR,  he  proceeded  for  Martinique,  and  arrived 
at  Fort  Royal  on  the  28th  of  the  same  moaih. 
Here  he  had  an  interview  with  Admiml  Sir  H^de 
Parker,  in  whieh  be  explained  to  bim  tbe  object 
of  his  mission.   Tbe  Admiral  appeared  aUoeetber 
atneeommodatiiig,andobserredtnaLifber«ea8ed 
any  seamen  wbo  mieht  be  claimed,  ne  must  hare 
nneqaivocal  proof  ofibeir  citizenship,  and  tbat  be 
woQld  not,  in  any  case,  receive  tbeir  own  attesta- 
tion. By  Admiral  Parker  he  was  referred  to  Ad- 
miral Harvey,  who  appeared  perfectly  well-dis- 
posed;and,  before  Mr.  Talbot  left  bis  ship,  the  lat- 
ter assared  bim  he  was  willing  to  enter  into  an 
iaqniry,  on  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  that  all 
Americans  should  be  released  from  the  ships  under 
hisimmediate  command.  Mr.  Talbot  bavmg writ- 
lea  to  bim  on  tbe4tb  and  11  tb  of  October,  request- 
ing, among  other  things,  liberty  to  visit  the  British 
ships  of  war  in  port,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
neb  among  the  crews  as  were  Americans,  he  re- 
tonted  for  answer,  "that,  on  the  arrival  of  such 
of  Ris  Majesiy^B  snips  and  vessels  which  were  un- 
der bis  immetiiate  command,  every  necessary  in- 
qairy  should  be  made  on  the  circumstance  stated 
Mr.  Talbot,  io  respect  to  the  impressing  and 
detaining  of  seamen  being  subjects  of  the  Amer- 
ican States;  and,  in  such  cases,  orders  would  he 
given  for  their  immediate  discbarge;  that  he  mi^ht 
rest  assured  that  the  most  positive  orders  wout  Jbe 
flven  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  the  King's 
sains  and  vessels  not.  to  impress  American  seamen, 
and  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  protections  with 
which  they  may  be  furnished."    With  respect  to 
the  request  to  be  permitted  to  visit  the  British  ships, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  their  crews,  he  re- 
ferred Mr.  Talbot  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Sir 
Hyde  Parker;  but,  on  the  11th  of  October,  Mr. 
Tilbot  had  written  to  Sir  Hyde,  requestiae  him 
to  came  an  inquiry  to  be  made  for  iidpressed  Amer- 
ieaa8,and  to  res'pect  their  protections.   On  the 
next  day,  Sir  Hyde  answered  him,  declining  to  pro- 
ceed   upon  such  slight  grounds,"  requiring  him 
to  "identify  particular  men,"  and  "produce  in- 
contestable proof  that  the  individual  isa  citizen  of 
America,  upon  which  be  should  determine  how 
toact;"  and  informing  him  that,  ''agreeably  to  his 
request,  he  should  issue  orders  tbat  no  American, 
seamen  should  be  impressed,  and  that  due  regard 
should  be  paid  to  (be  protection  of  all  American 
seamen."   From  this  answer,  connected  with  the 
rerbal  conference  be  had  before  had  with  Sir  Hyde, 
Mr.  Talbot  deemed  it  useless  to  renew  with  him 
the  request  to  he  permitted  to  searcli  for  Americans 
among  the  crews  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1796,  Mr.  Talbot  writes, 
from  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  tbat  be  had  received 
good  information  that,  after  his  departure,  a  num- 
ber of  Americans  were  released  from  the  ships  of 
var  lying  at  Fort  Royal  Bay  the  Utb  preceding, 
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and  that  they  had  also  been  paid  off.  The  num- 
ber be  had  not  ascertained,  but  three  of  them  wen 
from  Admiral  Parker's  ship. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1796,  he  writes  from, 
Antigua,  that  he  had  been  on  board  of  tbe  Bull  Dog, 
commanded  by  Captain  Ryves,  who  treated  him 
with  great  politeness,  and  showed  him  Admiral 
Harvey's  orders  for  releasing  five  Americaos,  who 
were  on  board  the  ship,  with  which  orders  heaaid 
he  intended  to  comply,  and  to  pay  tfaem  tbeir  wi^ 
ges  and  prize-money. 

Mr.  Talbot  iuteodtng  to  go  to  JuuaicB,(tnd  deem- 
ing it  of  great  consequence  to  have  an  agent  under 
bim  permanently  residing  at  Martinique,  which  is 
tbe  usual  resort  of  all  vessels  appointed  to  watch 
and  protect  the  Leeward  Islands  and  a  part  of  the 
continent,  on  the  12{h  of  November,  1796,  be  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Henry  Craig,  an  American,  formerly 
of  Baltimore,  for  that  purpose,  but  without  assign- 
ing bim  any  emolument;  as  Mr.  Craig  was  will' 
ing,  through  motives  of  attachment  to  his  coim- 
try,  to  undertake,  without  reward,  the  fulfilmeat 
of  this  service. 

A  copy  of  his  letter,  daied  at  St.  Kitts,  the  19tb 
November,  1796,  is  annexed,  marked  No.  1. 

On  the  22d  December,  1796,  be  writes  from 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  that  he  had  had  an  interview 
with  Aimiiral  Blign.  at  Fort  Royal,  wbo  reeeiTel 
him  wim  politenesii,  told  him  that,  if  he  could 
find  any  impressed  Americans  on  board  tbe  Tea- 
.sels  then  in  port  they  should  be  discharged,  tud 
sent  his  Captain  (Rutherford)  with  him  on  board 
the  several  vessel  But.  previous  to  their  tearing 
the  Admiral's  ship,  Mr.  Talbot  informed  bim  that 
he  had  the  names  of  two  Americans  who  were  on 
board  his  ship.  The  Admiral  immediately  or* 
dered  tbem  to  be  called  into  the  cabin.  When 
they  came  in,  they  produced  certificates,  from  the 
Collector  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  tbat  they  bad 
sworn  before  him  tbat  they  were  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  but,  on  account  of  tbeir  distance 
from  home,  the  regular  proof  could  out  be  obtained^ 
which  was  deemed  insufficient,  and  they  were  or- 
dered back  to  their  duty.  From  the  Resource 
Mr.  Talbot  procured  tbe  release  of  two  Americans. 
He  afterwards  went  on  board  a  tender,  which  had, 
a  few  days  before,  impressed  three  men  from  on 
board  an  American  brig.  The  Captain  of  the 
tender  refusing  to  deliver  tbem  up.  Captain  Ru- 
therford took  them  to  the  Admiral.  One  of  the 
men  was  an  American,  the  second  a  Swede,  and 
the  third  an  Italian.  It  was  with  considerable  dif- 
ficulty the  Admiral  was  prevailed  upon  to  restore 
the  American,  as  the  proteciiou  with  which  he 
was  furnished  was  from  a  notary  public,  in  which 
kind  of  evidence  of  citizenship  he  said  he  could 
place  no  faith.  The  Swede  was  girea  up  with- 
out the  least  hesitation.  The  lulian  having  en- 
tered, the  Admiral  thought  he  should  have  his 
choice  to  stay  in  tbe  King's  service  or  enter  again 
tbe  American  brig.  Mr.  Talbot  consenting  to  thia. 
the  man  chose  the  former.  From  the  Mermaid 
he  procured  the  release  of  one  seaman.  On  going 
on  iK»rd  the  Quebec,  tbe  Captain  ralViaed  to  see 
him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  her  mthont  effect-, 
ing  anything.    Having  receired  information  of 
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three  more  Americans  being  on  board  the  Re- 
source, he  applied  to  the  Captain  for  their  release, 
who  denied  that  he  had  aay  such  men  on  board. 
Mr.  Talbot  now  addressed  himself  to  Admiral 
Bligh.  to  whom  he  related  the  mnnner  in  which 
be  Ea^  been  treated  on  board  tiie  Q,uebec,  and  the 
refusal  of  the  Captain  of  tbe  Resource  to  deliver 
up  the  three  Americans ;  whereupoa,  the  Captains 
of  both  those  vessels  were  sent  for,  toff^her  with 
the  men  be  wanted  to  see,  and  two  of^them  were 
released. 

A  copy  of  bis  letter,  dated  ai  Cape  Nicholas 
Mole,  Januarv  21,  1797,  is  annexed,  marked  No.  2, 

On  the  28tn  Jaouarv,  1797,  he  enclosed  to  Sir 
Hyde  Parker  a  list  ot  impres.'ted  American  sea- 
men, partly  collected  by  himself,  and  partly  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  of  State,  accompanied 
by  such  ivoofx  of  the  citizenship  of  some  of  them 
u  he  was  possessed  of,  and  requei^ted  their  release. 
In  many  eases  Mr.  Talbot  believed  the  proof  to 
be  complete.  Nevertheless,  nothing  was  done  in 
consequence  ot  it;  and  on  the  3d  March  follow- 
ing Sit  Hyde  wrote  him  that  ''in  no  one  instance 
have  proofs  been  produced,  relative  to  the  naraesi 
of  those  you  have  been  pleased  to  style  citizens  of 
America,  sufficient  to  authorize  me  to  discharge 
the  individuals  from  His  Majesty's  service." 

On  the  4th  March,  1797,  Mr.  Talbot  writes  from 
the  Mole  of  St.  Nicholas,  that,  for  the  two  months 
he  had  been  at  St.  Domingo,  he  had  heard  only  of 
ooe  real  American  being  impressed,  and  he  had 
not  a  protection ;  and  that  only  one  neutral  sub- 
ject bad  been  impressed  at  that  port,  who  had  not 
been  given  up  since  his  arrival. 

CoiHes  of  his  leners  of  April  32,  May  7,  July  4. 
October  17,  November  9,  and  December  12,  1797, 
■re  annexed,  marked  respeetivdy  from  No.  3  lo 
No.  8,  inclusively. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Craig,  tbe  agent  at 
Martinique,  dated  February  2,  1797,  and  an  ex- 
tract from  another,  dated  September  16, 1797.  are 
annexed,  marked  respectively  Nos.  9  and  10. 


No.  1. 

BaasBTEBRB,  (St.  Christ'bb.) 

November  19, 1796. 
Sir:  I  left  Antigua  the  16ih,  and  the  next  day 
landed  at  Nevis,  where  I  Mirried  one  day.and  then 
hired  a  small  vessel  tn  hriog  me  to  this  island. 

I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  see  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  as  he  lives  at  the  distance  of  twelve  miles 
from  this  place,  where  is  the  metropolis  of  the 
island. 

There  Is  not.  at  this  time,  any  mi's-of-war  at  this 
island  or  at  Nevis ;  but,  perhaps,  some  may  return 
into  port  before  I  leave  the  pliice. 

Previous  to  my  leavins  Antigua  I  had  an  inter- 
view with  Captain  Metfiird,  who  is  the  command- 
ing oRicer  of  the  four  ships  that  are  now  lying  ai 
English  Harbor,  at  Aoligua.  The  Commodore 
(as  he  is  generally  styled)  told  mp  that  he  had, 
some  lime  since,  received  Admiral  Harvey's  order.'< 
to  diseha^  every  American,  if  any  were  on  board 
his  sbii^aad  that  similar  orders  from  the  Admiral 


had  been  received  by  tbe  several  Captains  nader 
his  immediate  command.  He  gave  me  bis  word 
that  there  was  not  one  American  left  on  hoard  Ui 
ship,  and  said  that  he  had  no  reason  to  tbmk  bat 

that  the  order  had  been  strictly  complied  withot 
board  the  other  ships;  but,  for  greater  certaiaiy, 
and  agreeably  to  my  desire,  he  said  he  would  in- 
mediately  make  an  inquiry  on  board  each  ihih 
and,  if  any  Americans  were  found  on  board,(whieli 
be  believed  would  not  be  the  case,)  tbey  shooU  ht 
discharged. 

I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  sir,  that  the  biui- 
ness  relative  to  our  seamen  among  the  Windward 
Islands  is  now  on  a  good  footing;  as  I  find  that 
Admiral  Harvey  has  sent  forth  his  orders  to  ibi 
captains  and  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  thifs 
and  vessels  of  war,  in  every  direction,  to  rdetie 
all  Americans  which  ihey  may  have  on  boani,iBd 
not  to  impress  any  of  ihem  in  future.  The  eon- 
manderof  a  tender  named  Lady  Biekertoo,  wUcb 
is  in  the  impress  service,  told  me,  on  board  the 
Biekerton,  that  his  orders  were  not  lo  imprest  uf 
American.  I  am  confident  that  there  has  not  beeo 
one  American  impressed  since  my  arrival  at  liii- 
tinique,  unless  it  may  have  been  done  by  some  of 
the  ships  at  distant  stations,  which  might  Dotai 
the  time  have  received  the  Admiral's  orders  oa 
that  subject.  But.  with  all  the  inquiry  I  faivebees 
able  to  make,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  that  has  brei 
disturb-d.  I  shall  embrace  the  first  opporlanitr 
of  a  passage  to  Jamaica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieal,  hani- 
Ue  servant, 

SILAS  TALBOT. 

Hon.  T.  PiCKBBINO, 

Secr^ary  of  State. 

St.  Nicholas  Mole,  (St.  D.) 

January  21, 1797. 

Sir:  My  last  letter  to  yuu,  dated  at  Kiiigsiae, 
Jamaica,  the  22d  December,  will  fully  explaiB 
every  circumstance  of  note  relative  to  my  missioiu 
after  leaving  the  island  of  St.  Christopher's.  Fn 
want  of  a  direct  opportunity,  tbe  letter  altaded  lo, 
and  a  duplicate  thereof,  I  put  into  the  faaDdfoft 
merchant  in  Kingston,  to  be  forwarded  to  Amer- 
ica, in  different  vessels.  I  took  passage  and  sailrd 
from  Jamaica,  the  first  of  this  month,  in  a  veael 
hound  to  Port-au-Princ&  M^jor  General  Forbei, 
the  Comma  nder-in-Chiei  of  His  Majesty's  lau 
forces  at  this  island,  keens  his  hcad-quariers.  Tkc 
object  of  mv  going  to  Port-au-Prince  was  to 
the  General ;  but  it  so  happened  that,  at  tbe  mo* 
men  t  of  my  arrival  there,  the  General  was  embark- 
ing for  this  place.  Being  thus  di-sappointed,  I 
procured  another  passage  to  this  port,  where  I  ar- 
rived the  18ih  instant.  Soon  after  landing,  I  weni 
to  pay  my  re.specls  to  the  Major  General.  Bull 
have  not  as  yet  had  time  to  prepare  my  businef^u 
lay  before  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  therefore 
have  nothing  very  material  to  communicate. 

The  law  requires  me  lo  render  an  account  ofiH 
impre«3meiits  iind  detentions  whatever  of  ourset- 
men  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  Siaie-,'')^' 
nul»  no  doubt  but  that  it  may  hare  beeo  thMgb^ 
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straoge  that  no  particular  informatioD  of  that  kind 
has  come  to  hand  from  me.  But  it  is  impos^iible 
forme  loobtaiD  the  informatiun  in  question,  unless 
the  several  masters  of  ibe  American  vessels  com- 
ply with  the  law,  on  their  part,  in  that  of  forward- 
ing to  me  protests  in  cases  where  their  men  have 
beeo  impressed,  aud  which  has  never  been  the  case 
bat  ia  one  instance,  and  that  since  my  last  to  you. 

So  many  and  so  difffreat  have  been  the  modes 
of  giviog  our  seamen  protection,  that  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  if  the  British  officers  should  be 
Biisirastfiil  of  their  authority  or  validily . 

ProtectioDs  have  been  given,  and  many  are  still 
produced,  from  judges  of  the  several  courts,  notary 
poUics,  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors  of  cities,  Sec- 
retaries of  the  individual  States  and  of  the  United 
States,  Consuls  abroad.  Governors  of  the  sereral 
States,  and  lastly  from  the  several  collectors.  The 
act  authorizing  the  collectors,  under  certain  restric- 
tions, to  sire  protectioD&  does  not  hare  the  salutary 
tfect  which  was  probably  contemplatecl  by  Con- 
gress. 

Ia  short,  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  has  done 
more  hurt  than  good;  because  it  has  destroyed  ali 
reispectforformerprotectioas;  and  the  act  requires 
■uch  kind  of  proof  to  be  made  to  the  collectors  as 
is  frequently  impossible  for  seamen  to  procure,  in 
ease  they  sail  from  any  port  in  America,  distant 
from  the  place  of  their  nativity;  for  instance,  kud- 
posea  man  was  bom  in  New  Hampshire, but  sails 
ont  of  Philadelphia,  or  some  other  Southern  port ; 
in  which  case  it  is  very  likely  be  cannot  produce  to 
the  eoUecior  such  evidence  as  the  law  requires  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  his  protection,  and  therefore 
he  ventures  again  and  again  with  his  old  notary 
paUic's  protection,  or  no  protection  at  all,  until  at 
last  he  is  impressed,  and  id  that  case  the  difficulty 
is  great  in  obtaining  his  release,  and  perhaps  insur- 
mountable. If  application  Ismadefor  hisdischarge, 
and  his  protection  offered  as  a  proof  of  his  citizen- 
diip,His  Majesty's  officers  will  very  probably  say, 
that,  as  your  Congress  hare  adopted  a  new  mode 
of  giving  out  protections,  and  requiring  a  proof  of 
eitzenship  first  to  be  produced,  it  affords  to  us  a  con- 
riction  that  the  old  protections  ought  not  to  be 
Kipeeted,  which  they  say  hare  been  frandulently, 
<Atained  in  more  than  four  thousand  instances. 
Bat  while  I  am  stating  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
protections,  agreeably  to  the  last  act,  for  that  part 
of  our  seamen  who  sailed  out  of  pons  distant  from 
the  place  of  their  nativity,  yet  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
onder^tood  as  recommendiDg  any  change  in  the 
mode  of  obtaining  them,  because  every  such  alter- 
ation would  tend  to  destroy  their  credibility.  But 
if  any  mode  could  be  devised  to  prohibit  the  mas- 
ters of  American  vessels  from  shipping  any  Amer- 
ican citizens  without  protections,  agreeably  to  the 
late  act  of  Congress,  it  surely  would  be  uf  great 
service.  For  it  is  much  easier  to  prevent  the  evil 
in  question,  than  to  remedy  it  by  any  attempt  to 
restore  the  uuforlunate  prisoners  to  their  liberty. 
If  misters  were  by  law  prohibited,  under  a  heavy 
pmalty,  from  carrying  American  citizens  to  sea 
without  proper  protections,  all  such  of  our  seamen 
as  could  not  obtain  a  protection,  in  a  distant  port, 
fiom  the  place  where  they  were  born  or  natural- 


ized, they  would,  in  a  short  time,  for  want  of  emr 
ploy,  return  to  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and  thai 
suitable  protections  might  be  had;  b^use  they 
could  undoubtedly  produce  the  necessary  pro<H 
required  by  law.  I  am  aware  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  would  occasion  some  little  trouble  to  a 
number  of  that  class  of  our  citizens ;  but  it  would 
be,  in  my  opinion,  infinitely  better  for  them  and 
the  United  States,  that  they  sllould  be  thus  re- 
strained, than  to  be  detained  oo  board  ships-of-war. 

To  convince  you,  sir,  how  necessary  it  is  to  re- 
strain this  thoughtless  class  of  our  citizens,  permit 
me  to  observe  that,  at  this  day,  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  our  vessels  in  these  ports,  the  crews  of 
which  are  absolutely  born  in  the  American  States, 
and  yet  not  one  of  them  can  produce  a  protection 
of  any  sort ;  and  parts  of  the  crews  of  other  ves- 
sels are  frequently  found  in  like  predicament — 
which  shows  that  this  useful  class  of  our  citizens 
ought  to  be  taken  care  of,  since  they  will  otot  take 
care  of  themselves. 

I  am,  sir,  with  perfect  respect,  your  humble  ser- 
vant, 

SILAS  TALBOT. 

No.  3. 
KiNQSTON.  (Jamaica,) 

April  22, 17OT. 

Sib:  In  my  last  letter,  dated  March  4, 1  informed 
you  of  all  that  passed  between  Admiral  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  and  myself  at  the  Mole,  relative  to  the  de- 
tention of  American  seamen,  and  of  my  deternu- 
nation  to  leave  that  place  and  to  repair  to  Jamaica,, 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  relieve  out  sea- 
men,, by  writs  ofhaAeas  corptu. 

In  pursuance  of  that  plan  of  removing  the  Amer- 
icans from  ships-of-war,  I  left  Cape  St.  Nichola 
Mole  the  5th  of  March,  and  arrived  at  Kingston 
the  8th  of  the  same  month.  There  were  then  lying 
at  Port  Royal  several  ships-of-war.  and  in  a  few 
days  more  came  in,  making  in  alt  nine  sail — 
namely,  the  Canada,  Hermione,  Experiment,  Am- 
buscade, Proselyte,  La  Tourterelle,  Jamaica, 
Renommi,  Laurel,  and  Montego  Bay.  Having 
already,  and  when  at  St.  Domingo,  made  apph- 
catton,  first  to  the  Captain,  and  then  to  Admind 
Sir  H.  Parker,  to  have  fire  Americans  discharged 
that  were  detained  on  board  the  Hermione,  and 
being  refused  by  both,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  applf  fo' 
awrit  habeas  corpus  to  serve  on  Captain  rigoL 
of  the  Hermione,  and  at  the  same  time  obtained 
tbe  like  wiits  for  the  Captains  of  the  Renomoifi 
and  La  Tourterelle.  for  one  American  on  board 
each  ship.  The  writs  were  served,  and  the  men 
produced  before  the  Judge  that  ^nted  the  writ. 
The  King's  Solicitor  opposed  their  being  released, 
but  the  Judge  discharged  all  of  them.  Having 
now  free  access  to  those  men  that  were  discharged, 
I  learned  that  there  were  siitl  four  Americans  oa 
board  the  Hermione.  I  therefore  applied  and  ob- 
tained another  writ,  and  ha'J  it  served  on  the 
Captain,  and  the  four  men  were  also  discharged. 
Hiving  now  obtained  a  discha^  for  nine  that 
were  on  bcwrd  tbe  Hermione,  the  other  Captains 
began  to  be  abiaewbat  alarmed,  as  I  suppused^  an4 
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they  gave  oni  tbat  I  need  oot  take  oat  writs  against 
tlH-oi,  for  thatthejr  would  dtsehar^  all  the  Amen- 
eaiM  upoo  my  applieatioD,  and  ^ring  proof  their 
eitizeiisfaip.  Being  iDformed  of  this,  I  weat  down 
to  Port  Royal  for  the  puipose  of  visitiag  all  the 
ahipt  fo  port ;  and  in  the  orat  place  I  attempted 
to  go  on  board  the  Canada,  of  sereaiy-roar  gons. 
eommaoded  by  Commodore  Bowen;  but  oo  my 
approaching  the  ship,  they  oo  board  ordered  me  to 
beep  ofL  and  they  did  not  then  suffer  me  to  come 
aloDgtide.  Prom  the  Canada  they  asked  me  what 
I  wanted ;  I  anawtired  that  I  had  tnisiaes!!  with  the 
Commodore;  they  said  he  was  not  on  board;  I 
then  requested  of  them  to  be  so  kiod  as  to  inform 
me  where  I  might  find  him :  they  answered,  at  the 
dockyard:  on  which  1  thanked  them,  and  then 
went  on  shore  at  the  dockyard,  where  I  found  the 
Commodore,  and  introduced  myself  to  him,  and 
made  known  my  business.  He  was  perfectly  polite 
to  me,  and  immediately  asked  me  to  go  on  board 
Canada  with  him :  I  accepted  of  the  invita- 
tion, and  after  we  were  oo  board,  the  men  that  I 
wanted  to  see  were  ordered  into  the  cabin;  and 
after  examination,  the  Commodore  agreed  to  dis- 
charge all  of  them,  they  being  six  in  number,  and 
I  am  confident  there  were  oot  any  more  on  board 
that  ship.  During  my  stay  every  politeness  was 
shown  (o  me  by  the  Commodore,  and  he  insisted 
on  my  coming  on  board  the  next  day  to  dine  with 
him,  adding  tliat  he  was  going  to  have  a  party  on 
board  at  dmner,  it  being  the  f2th  of  April,  which 
it  the  day  that  AJmiraT  Rodney  gained  a  victory 
over  the  French  fleet,  and  whicn  day  is  much  cel- 
ebrated at  this  island.  Finding  bim  so  importu- 
nate, I  engaged  and  dined  with  him  accordingly. 

Some  wys  after  my  visit  on  board  the  Canada, 
I  went  on  board  the  Moutego  Bay,  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  that  Tessel,  after  some  conversation,  gave 
me  up  all  the  Americans  that  he  had  on  board, 
they  being  six  in  number.  In  two  or  three  days 
ftfter  I  went  oo  board  the  La  Tourterelle  and  the 
Renommt,  and  was  well  treated  by  the  Captains  of 
tfiose  vessels;  but  I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to 
release  the  Americans  on  board  their  ^hips,  alleg- 
ing that  they  could  not  do  it  without  Sir  Hyde 
Parker's  orders;  and  that  if  I  would  write  to  him 
on  the  subject,  and  they  would  willingly  join  with 
me  in  my  representation.  I  told  them  candidly 
that  I  comd  not  think  of  applying  to  Sir  Hyde  Tor 
the  release  of  the  men  in  question;  and  I  put  the 
(joestion  to  them  whether  they  would  release  the 
men :  they  answered,  that  they  were  not  warranted 
in  doing  it.  I  then  took  leave ;  and  again  had  re- 
eoune  to  writs  of  Aa&auoorpw,  and  by  that  means 
eleven  men  were  brought  before  the  Chief  Judge, 
mod  ten  of  them  were  discharged :  in  one  case  we 
failed  in  evidence.  Yesterday  I  went  on  board 
the  Proselyte  and  Jamaica,  and  was  perfectlv  well 
received  by  the  Captains  of  those  ships ;  and  they 
releaaed  all  the  men  that  I  applied  for.  The 
whole  number  that  I  have  caused  to  be  discharged 
from  his  Britannic  Majesty*s  shipn-of-war,  in  this 

S|uarter,  since  the  date  of  my  last  to  you,  are 
orty-seven,  and  whose  names  are  contained  in  the 
enclosed  list.  I  have  received  a  letter  fVom  Mr. 
Henry  Craig,  my  assistant  agent  at  Martiniqtw. 


He  informs  me  that  he  lias  obtained  the  disrhaige 
of  forty-three  Americans :  be  does  not  meatioB 
their  names,  but  sutea  the  names  of  the  Americaa 
vessels  tliat  ibey  had  been  taken  out  of.  and  the 
number  so  impressed  from  each  vessel  If  weadd 
the  number  released  to  the  Windward  to  the  num- 
ber so  set  at  liberty  here,  as  before  mentioned,  it 
will  make  in  the  whole  ninety  men. 

I  shall  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  Messrs.  Farma 
and  Monroe's  account  for  transacting  the  Ifgal 
business,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  form  ao 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  pursuing  the  mode  (rf* 
taking  out  writs  where  the  men  cannot  be  remored 
otherwise. 

I  find  that  the  whole  amount  of  my  accout 
against  the  United  States,  up  to  this  day,  is  aboat 
five  hundred  dollars. 

I  have  and  shall  continue  to  be  as  economical 
as  possible;  but  there  is  no  moving  or  living  here 
without  very  great  expense :  and  so  many  «  our 
men  hare  been  discbaiged  of  late,  that  there  u  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  American  vessels  to  emplor 
all  of  tbem  immediately,  so  that  some  expense  vill 
accrue  for  their  support.  There  are  also  a  few 
Americans  here  that  have  been  left  on  shore  sicL^ 
and  they  are  now  in  a  mifierable  condition:  allot 
whom  implore  assistance  from  me. 

Soon  aj ter  myarrival  in  Jamaica,  I  was  ioformed 
tbat  a  letter  that  was  directed  to  you,  and  found  od 
board  Captain  Latimore.  had  been  lodged  in  the 
Admiralty  office;  I  therefore  made  applicatioo 
for  it  and  obtained  a  copy  of  the  letter,  a  duplicate 
of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

SILAS  TALBOT. 

Hon.  T.  PiCKERiNO,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  Jbrty-seven  Ameiicaa 
seamen  released.] 

No.  4.- 

K1NQ6TON,  (Jahaioa.)  May^  7, 1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  favor,  dated  March  the  lOih.  The 
approbation  you  have  been  pleased  to  express)^ 
my  conduct,  in  the  mission  which  I  have  been 
honored  with,  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction; 
and  happy  shall  I  be  if  my  constant  exertions  may 
continue  to  meet  your  concurrence. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the22d  of  last  month  was 
enclosed  a  list  of  Americans  that  I  had  caused  to 
be  released  since  my  arrival  at  this  island.  Since 
the  date  of  which,  1  have  obtained  a  discharge  for 
eight  more  of  our  citizens,  the  names  of  mom 
shall  be  inserted  at  the  bottom. 

The  business  I  am  here  intrusted  with  is  pet- 
flexin?  beyond  description,  and  requires  all  the 
lortitude  and  patience  which  I  am  capable  of  ex- 
ercising. To  the  unspeakable  difficulty  I  haveal- 
raost  daily  to  encounter  with  His  Majesty's  naval 
officers,  (many  of  whom  are  not  the  most  pleasant 
nor  the  most  reasonable  beings,)  I  have  great  trou- 
ble with  our  seamen.  Their  applications  to  me 
are  incessant,  and  I  am  employed  both  by  night 
and  day.   It  seems  as  if  nearly  one-half  of  our 
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wtmen  come  oat  from  America  without  protec' 
twos.  Wheo  they  arrive  in  these  seas^theo  thei^ 
fetrsGome  OD  them;  and  those  that  escape,  being 
impressed  before  thejr  land,  will  not  fail  to  apply 
to  me  for  a  protection  the  tnomeat  their  foot  is  od 
ahore,  and  my  quarters  are  almost  continually  sur- 
rovaded  with  them ;  and  if  they  are  denied  a  pro- 
(eetioD  from  me  for  want  of  proof,  that  same  fear 
will  urge  their  repeated  applications,  until  I  am 
almost  sickened  with  their  importuaity. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dee.      3.  TALBOT. 

No.  5. 

EtMOSTOM,  (J&iiAica,)  July  4, 1797. 

Sii :  My  letters  of  SiSd  AfHri  I  aad  7tb  of  May  last 
will  bare  lafermed  yon  of  my  having  reeoorse  to 
writs  of  Ao&eof  eorpue  to  release  our  seamen  from 
British  ihips-of-war,  aod  of  the  number  so  released 
br  that  means ;  to  which  fire  more  may  now  be 
added,  that  hare  been  io  like  maaner  discharged, 
makti^  up  the  number  of  sixty  in  all. 

I  hare  now  to  inform  von  that  there  is  a  total 
stop  put  to  all  the  effectual  means  that  I  have  been 
able  to  devise  for  the  release  of  our  citizens  so  im- 
pressed, and,  from  the  appearance  of  things,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  no  more  seamen  will  be  dis- 
charged during  the  time  that  Admiral  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  may  have  the  command  in  these  seas. 

Admiral  Sir  Hyde  having  gained  information 
that  my  applications -to  the  civil  authority  of  this 
iilaod  to  obtain  the  release  of  such  American  citi- 
nos  as  were  found  to  be  detained  on  board  His 
Majesty's  ships-of-war,  had  been  attended  with 
aome  success,  he  immediately  issued  a  general 
order  to  all  captains  and  commanders  of  ships  and 
Tesseis-of-war.  directing  them  not  to  obey  any  writ 
of  kdbea*  corpw,  oor  suffer  any  man  to  leave  their 
Alps  in  oonseqnence  of  any  such  writ.  Since  the 
above-mentioned  order  was  issued,  writs  hare  been 
obtained  agaiiist  Captain  Elphiasione,  of  the  Tar- 
tar frigate,  to  produce  three  Americans,  named  in 
the  writ,  before  the  Chief  Justice;  aiid  against 
Captain  Foster,  of  the  Atbicore,  to  produce  four, 
and  also  against  Captaia  Otway,  of  the  Ceres  fri- 
gate, to  produce  twenty  Americans,  in  like  man- 
ner, before  the  Chief  Justice.  All  those  writs  were 
serred,  but  no  one  of  them  was  obeyed.  Attach- 
ments against  the  said  Captains  bare  been  ordered 
by  the  court,  and  a  writ  of  attachment  against 
Cnptain  Otway  was  taken  oat  fifteen  days  since. 
But  the  Marshal  has  not  been  able,  aa  he  says, 
to  serve  it  on  Captain  Otway ;  and  from  all  that 
I  can  learn,  there  is  not  any  probability  that  he 
will  serve  the  writ ;  so  that  tne  law  in  this  island, 
H  seems,  caonot  be  administered  to  the  relief  of 
American  citizens,  who  are  held  in  British  slavery, 
many  of  whom,  as  they  write  to  me  from  on  board 
Captain  Otway's  ship,  have  been  brought  to  the 
gaiigiray  and  whipped  for  writing  to  their  agent 
to  try  to  get  them  discharged. 

It  IS  thought  that  the  Admiral  has  wrote  to  the 
Governor  of  this  island  on  the  foregoing  subject,  as 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  Goreroor  has  so  far  Interfered 
io  the  business,  as  to  bold  serecal  conferences  with 
the  Chief  Justice  on  the  business,  (he  result  of 


which  is  not  known  to  me.  The  officers  of  the 
nary  now  considn  themselves  above  the  law,  and 
they  yesterday  came  up  into  Kingston  harbor,  in 
the  day  time,  and  impressed  considerable  numbers 
of  Americans,  and  took  them  down  to  Port  Royal, 
notwithstanding  they  were  furnished  with  proteo- 
tions.  Their  petitions  and  letters  reach  me  daily, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  cannot  render  th«n 
the  services  they  request  of  me,  relaiire  to  obtain- 
ing their  discharge. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  serrant,  SILAS  TALBOT. 

Hon.  T.  PioKEBiNO,  Esq. 

Secr^ary  <^  State. 

No.  6. 

KiNGSToif,  (Jamaica,)  Oct.  17, 179T. 

Sir:  In  my  last  to  you,  of  the  4th  July,  I  men- 
tioned the  total  stop  that  was  put  to  the  release  of 
our  seamen  in  this  quarter,  from  British  ships-of- 
war,  by  means  of  an  order  from  Admiral  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  to  the  commanders  of  ships  and  ressels  of 
war.  I  now  enclose, for  your  informalion.a  copy 
of  the  order  alluded  to  in  said  letter.  There  has  not, 
however,  been  any  very  considerable  cause  of  com- 
plaint, on  account  of  impressinjg  our  seamen,  for 
more  than  two  months  past,  at  this  island.  I  bare 
lately  received  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  6th  At^ 
^t,  from  Mr.  Henry  Craig,  my  assistant  at  Mar- 
tinique, by  which  it  appears  that  Admiral  Harrer 
continues  well  disposed  towards  us.  Mr.  Craig's 
letter  contains  the  following'  pliAgragh:  "I  aiA 
happy  to  inform  you  that  I  hare  been  extremely 
fortunate  in  obtamin^  the  release  of  many  Amer- 
ican sailors  from  British  armed  ressels;  and,  in- 
deed, in  alt  ca»es  where  there  was  any  probable 
cause  to  suppose  that  the  person  claimed  was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  they  hare  been  im- 
mediately released ;  and  in  all  applications  to  Ad- 
miral Harvey,  I  hare  found  the  most  cordial  good 
vishes  towards  the  Americans.  We  hare  several 
times  petitioned  for  a  conroy  to  protect  the  Amer- 
ican trade  through  the  islands,  which  was  alwtya 
readily  granted." 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  a  bill  of 
exchange,  of  this  date,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  in 
favor  ofJames  Kent,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  which 
I  trust  you  wiU  be  pleased  to  honor,  at  aiglu,  and 
place  to  account  of  my  salary.  Haring  expended 
something  more  on  the  public  account  than  the 
amount  of  one  thousand  dollars,  already  receired, 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  for  ooe  thousand  dollars 
more,  so  soon  as  I  can  find  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
pose of  such  a  draft. 

I  bare  the  pleasure  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  serrant, 

SILAS  TALBOT. 

Hon.  T.  PicKERiif 

Secretary  of  State  U.  8. 

By  Hyde  PaAer,  Knight,  Y tee  Admiral  of  flie  Red, 
and  Commander^n-Cbiefof  His  Majesly's  ships  aal 
rssseli  employed  at  and  aboM  Jamaiea. 

Wherea.'  the  discharging  of  men  from  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships  and  vessels  under  my  command,  la 
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coDseqaeQce  of  writs  of  Aodeov  corptw,  is  attended 
with  the  utmost  incoaveDience,  and  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  public  service  committed  to  my  care, 

?ou  are  hereby  required  aud  directed  never  in  ' 
iiture  to  discharge  any  man'  from  the  ship  you  | 
command,  in  consequeaee  of  any  writ  of  habeas  i 
corpus,  till  such  writ  is  referred  to  me  as  Comman-  1 
der-in*Cbief,  (a  rule  observed  by  all  the  Judges  in  ' 
England,)  and  my  orders  given  in  coosequeoce  ' 
thereof.  ' 

Oiren  on  board  the  daeen,  Cape  Nichola  Mole, 
May  8, 1797. 

H.  PARKER. 
To  the  Captaifu,      <faU  H  M.  tkips, 

By  command  of  the  Vice  Admiral, 

P.  OSBORN. 

N.  B.  This  order  to  be  kept  in  the  storekeeper'b 
office. 

No.  7. 

Extract  of  •  letter  from  SUm  Talbot,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

KiNOBTON,  (Jamaica,)  Nov.  9, 1797. 
As  to  our  seamen,  I  have  not  heard  that  any 
of  tbem  have  been  detained  since  my  last.  Some 
few  have  been  laid  hold  of,  but,  on  producing  their 

Itrotections  from  me,  they  were  immediately  re- 
eased.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  they  all  might 
come  out  provided  with  suitable  protections,  be- 
cause, in  that  c^e.  I  think  they  would  not  be  in- 
terrupted in  their  lawful  employ. 

No.  8. 

KiNOBTON,  (Jamaica,)  Dec.  12,  1797. 
Sir:  Nothing  of  moment  bas  occurred  in  this 
quarter  of  the  West  Indies,  relative  to  our  seamen, 
unee  my  last  to  you,  oiir  have  I  heard  of  one 
American  seaman  being  impressed  out  of  any  ves- 
ael  for  the  space  of  some  months  past.  There 
was,  however,  not  long  ago,  two  of  oar  men  taken, 
when  OD  shore,  at  some  sailor  quarters,  in  com- 
pany with  a  number  of  British  seamen,  and  car- 
ried on  board  the  Maidstone  frigate.  On  my  re- 
ceiving the  information,  I  went  to  Captain  Mat- 
thews, who  commands  that  ship,  and  who  was 
then  on  shore.  After  nn  explanation  with  the  Cap- 
tain, I  requested  of  bim  (o  release  the  said  men,  to 
which  be  readily  consented,  and  he  gave  me  his 
Word  (bat  the  men  should  be  discharged  on  his 

foing  on  board.  The  Maidstone  sailed  the  next 
ay,  DUt  whether  the  men  were  discharged  I  can- 
not say,  nor  was  it  easily  to  be  ascertained,  as  the 
aaid  men  did  not  belong  to  any  particular  vessel, 
bat  were  stramlers  unknown  to  me  personally, 
and  myself  uokDown  to  tbem,  as  I  suppose. 

While  1  reflect,  sir,  with  pleasure  on  the  cheek 
that  is  put  to  impressing  our  seamen,  and  the  total 
diicharffe  of  all  that  were  formerly  on  board  Ad- 
miral Harvey's  division  to  windward ;  yet  I  leel 
great  anxiety  for  those  impressed  a  long  time  since, 
and  who  are  still  deuined  on  board  sbips-of-war, 
that  compose  Admiral  Parker's  squadron  on  this 
•tation,  more  especially  as  there  ia  not  any  appear- 


ance of  probability  of  their  being  released,  so  long 
a?  Admiral  Parker  has  the  command  in  these  seas. 
If  Sir  Hyde  should  be  ordered  off  from  this  sta- 
tion, and  the  command  devolve  upon  Admiral 
Bligh,  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  in  such  case 
perfect  justice  would  be  done  to  our  representations 
on  the  subject  in  question.  Nor  is  it  less  distress- 
ing when  we  contemplate  the  hardship,  the  cruel 
and  inhuman  manner  oar  seamen  are  mquently 
treated  by  the  French.  Every  little  while  some 
of  those  of  our  trafortnaate  mm  are  coming  in 
like  straggling  soldiers  after  a  battle  and  defnt, 
some  of  whom,  when  taken,  are  stripped  naked, 
drubbed,  and  then  put  into  a  small  boat  to  make 
the  shore  or  perish  in  the  sea ;  and  some  are  retaken 
by  British  ships  and  brought  in ;  others  make  their 
escape  by  one  means  or  another  ;  but  in  all  cases 
they  are  miserably  poor,  both  in  purse  and  appear- 
ance. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great  respect,  &c 

SILAS  TALBOT. 
Hon.  T.  PicEBBiNo,  Esq. 

Secr^ary  of  State  U.  8.  A. 

No.  9. 

MABTiNiauE,  Fdnruary  2, 1797. 
Sir:  Having  been  appointed  by  Colond  Tal- 
bot resident  agent  for  the  relief  of  impressed 
American  citizens,!  now  take  the  liberty  toencloM 
you  Captain  [ccbbald  Goodrich's  protest  ngainat 
Captain  Newman  of  the  Ceres  frigate. 

On  the  22d  ultimo  the  Ceres  anchored  in  this 
bay,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  commenced  a  se- 
vere impress  among  the  shipping  in  this  harbor, 
I  In  this  business  they  collected  about  100  men,  50 
I  of  whom  were  Americans.   I  waited  on  Captain 
!  Newman,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  my  seang 
the  men  examined,  which  he  finally  agreed  lo, 
and  they  were  all  released,  those  named  in  the 
protest  excepted. 

1  have  written  to  Colonel  Talbot  at  Jamaica, 
where  the  Ceres  is  stationed,  and  have  no  doobt 
but  he  will  procure  their  release. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonrs,  respectfully, 

HENRY  CRAIG. 
The  Sbcrbtart  op  State. 

No.  10 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Heniy  Crug,  dated  iMl 
September,  1797,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stmte. 

When  Colonel  Talbot  was  in  this  colony,  be 
requested,  that,  in  order  to  carry  the  views  of  Gov- 
erument  into  effect,  I  would  accept  of  ^le  appoint- 
ment of  the  resident  agent  for  tberelitiTof  Ameri- 
can seamen,  who  were  impressed  or  in  any  way 
destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

This  being  the  rendezvous  of  the  British  navy, 
and  my  general  acquaintance  with  the  officers  oi 
that  departroeni,  induced  me  to  accept  of  this  nn- 
dertaking,  hoping  thai  I  should  be  enabled  to  alle- 
viate the  distress  of  my  unfortunate  country- 
men ;  nor  have  1  been  disappointed,  having  rem- 
aed  more  than  one  hundred  irom  the  difierait  ^pi 
on  thia  elation. 
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I  have  always  foaod  the  most  decided  compli- 
anee  in  Rear-Admiral  Harrey  to  release  aoyjper- 
•OD  wbo  had  any  preteosiona  to  citizeoship  of  the 
Uaited  Sutes. 


Extract  from  the  eorretpondenee  of  Kufus  King^  Etq. 
ifinu^r  PknipiOentiary  of  the  Vniied  Statet  at 
London. 

Bxtnct  ofalettei  bom  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Fkkering, 
8eeretai7  of  8l«l%  dated 

London,  September  8, 1796. 

^Mr.  TrumboU's  appointmeDt  as  the  firih  com- 
misuoDer  id  the  capture  questions  has  prevented 
his  acceptance  ofthe  agency  for  the  relief  and  pro- 
tection of  our  seamen.  His  duties  must  devolve 
on  me  for  the  present. 

"  A  practice  has  obtained  among  our  Consuls  to 

rt  certificates  of  citizenship,  or  protectioDs,  as 
,  are  called,  to  our  searaeu;  and  1  am  informed 
that  they  hare  been  efficacious  in  securing  those 
who  posseftsed  them  from  impressmeiit.  Some 
abuses  were  unavoidable,  and  it  is  said  have 
been  discovered ;  inconsequence  of  which,  these 
Consular  certificates  hare  in  some  instances  been 
dimgarded ;  and  in  a  late  conference  with  Lord 
Grenrille,  he  asked  me  whether  our  lawa,  or  the 
President's  instructions^  §^re  to  our  Consuls  au- 
thority to  grant  these  certificates— ^bserrins  that 
it  was  not  within  the  ordinary  functions  of  Con- 
suls to  issue  documeuts  of  this  nature.  I  told  bis 
Lordship  that  I  would  inquire  concerning  the  au- 
thority of  our  Consuls,  and  give  him  an  answer. 
As  the  practice  of  granting  these  certificates  is  not 
peculiar  to  our  Consuls,  but  common  with  the  Con- 
sals  of  other  nations^  and  as  our  sailors  are  fre- 
quently tound  here  without  certificates  of  citi- 
zenship, whereby  they  are  exposed  to  impress- 
meni,  I  cannot  lake  upon  myself  to  instruct  our 
Consuls  to  discontinue  the  practice,  though  Ishouid 
find  no  positive  law  or  instmction  that  author- 
izes it." 


Exinet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Piduring,  Secietaiy  of 
State,  to  Mr.  King,  dated 

October  26, 1796. 
Thegenetal  and  uniform  jtractiee  ofourCon- 
nils  to  give  certificates  of  citizenship,  or  protec- 
tioQ^  to  oar  seameu,  mar  I  think  be  very  well 
considered  as  sanctiooed  oy  our  (Government,  by 
■midioation,  if  it  bas  not  been  done  explicitlv. 
The  practice  is  certainly  necessary,  and  is  strik- 
ingly proper  in  cases  where  the  Consul's  interfer- 
ence has  procured  the  release  of  our  impressed 
seamen  ;  for  without  such  certificates  tfaey  would 
be  instantly  exposed  (o  a  repetition  of  the  evil. 
Besides,  multitudes  of  our  seamen  have  (tone 
abroad  without  protections,  or  tbey  have  lost  them ; 
hot  Btill  they  were  not  to  be  abandoned  ;  and  who, 
in  foreign  countries,  have  it  in  their  power  so  well 
to  ascertain  their  citizenship  as  our  Consuls?  The 
■Qeaaure  was  natural  and  necessary;  and  hence 
was  practised  by  the  Conaiils  of  other  rations  as 
well  as  onr  own." 


Extract  from  the  inatrnetionfl  of  David  Lenox,  Esq. 
agent  under  the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
Ameiican  seamen,  residing  in  Great  Britain,  dated 

Marcb  34, 1797. 
That  our  seamen,  once  relieved,  mav  not  be 
again  exposed  to  impressment,  they  should  be  Ibr-- 
nished  with  certificates,  in  a  form  which  the 
British  officers  and  im  press-gan»  will  respect.  On 
this  bead  you  will  consult  the  Minister  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  at  London,  by  whom  a  recognition  of  ~ 
the  form  by  the  British  Gh>rernment  and  a  cot- 
responding  instruction  to  their  officers  may,  if' 
judged  necessary,  be  obtained ;  observing,  how- 
ever, that  although  this  kind  of  certificates  is  to 
be  invariably  respected,  certificates  of  other  kiuds- 
are  not  thereby  to  be  disparaged." 

[The  same  tnstnictiou  was  given  to  Mr.  Trum- 
bull, and  a  similar  one  to  Mr.  Talbot  in  1796.J 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated 

LoHDON,  April  13,  1797. 

It  was  before  my  arrival  that  Lord  Grenville  had 
expressed  to  Mr.  Pinckney  a  dissatisfaction  with 
the  practice  of  granting  proteetiona  to  American 
seamen  by  our  Consuls. 

Before  I  received  your  opinion  on  this  subject, 
Lord  Qrenritle  had  written  me  a  letter,  in  wi  licti 
this  branch  of  the  Consular  power  K  denied,  and 
notice  given  to  us  that  the  practice  must  be  discon- 
tinued. A  copy  of  this  letter  and  of  mme  transmit- 
ting  it  to  our  sereral  Consuls,  I  had  the  honor  to 
send  you  with  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  Dteember. 
Previous  to  the  communication  of  this  resolution 
ofthe  British  Government,  it  had  been  notified  to 
Mr.  Pinckney  that  all  applications  for  thediscbarge 
of  American  seamen,  impressed  into  the  British 
service^  must  in  future  come  through  the  Ameri- 
can Minister,  instead  of  coming  from  the  Ameri- 
can Consuls,  as  had  been  customary.  One  conse- 
quence of  ibis  regulation  has  been,  that  the  subject 
in  all  its  details  lias  come  under  my  observation, 
aod  its  importance,  I  confess,  is  much  greater  than 
I  had  supposed  it.  Instead  of  a  few  (and  those  in 
many  instnnces  equivocal)  cases,  I  have,  since  the 
month  of  July  past,  made  application  for  the  dis- 
cbarge, from  British  men-of-war,  of  two  hundred 
and  serenty-one  seamen,  who,  stating  themselrea 
to  be  American?,  have  claimed  my  interference. 
Of  this  number,  eighty-six  have  been  ordered  by 
the  Admiralty  to  be  discharged ;  thirty-seven  more 
have  been  detained  as  British  subjects  or  as  Amei^ 
ican  volunteers,  or  for  want  of  proof  that  they  are 
Americans;  and  to  my  applications  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  I  hare  received  no  answer — the  ships  on 
board  of  which  these  seamen  were  detained  hav- 
ing, in  many  instances,  sailed  before  an  examina- 
tion was  made,  in  consequence  of  my  applications. 

It  is  certain  that  some  of  those  who  have  applied 
to  me  are  not  American  citizens,  but  the  excep- 
tions are  in  my  opinion  few,  and  the  evidence, 
exclusive  of  certificates,  has  been  such  as  in  most 
eases  to  satisfy  me  that  the  applicants  were  re^ 
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AmerieaDs,  who  liave  been  forced  into  the  British 
flerrice,  aad  who,  with  singular  coastancy.  have 
generally  pt^evered  in  refusing  pay  and  bouoiy, 
though  in  some  instances  they  have  been  in  ser- 
vice more  than  two  years.  As  the  application? 
for  my  aid  seemed  to  increase,  after  the  suspension 
of  the  Consular  power  to  grant  protections,  (owing 
to  the  exposed  situation  of  our  seamen,  in  conse- 
queoce  of  the  denial  of  this  power,)  I  judged  it 
■advisable,  though  I  saw  little  prospect  of  any 
pnmaaeDt  agreement,  to  attempt  to  obtain  the 
coDsent  of  this  OoverQinent,  that,  under  certain 
zeipilations,  oar  ConsnU  should  again  be  author- 
jzed  to  grant  certificates  of  citizensbip  to  mir  sea- 
men. My  letter  to  Lord  GrenviUe  and  his  answer 
you  hare  enclosed.  I  likewise  send  you  the  copy 
of  another  letter,  to  which  1  have  received  no  an- 
iwer,  that  I  wrote  to  Lord  GrenviUe,  iu  order  to 
expose  the  inconsistency  with  the  laws  and  prin- 
ciples of  British  allegiance  of  a  rule  by  which  ac- 
knowledged Americans  are  detained  in  the  British 
service. 

LoNnoN,  December  10, 1796. 
Dbab  Sie:  My  lettra-  of  the  8th  September  has 
tflven  yoti  informatioo  of  what  passed  between 
Lord  Orenville  and  me  respecting  the  authority 
of  our  Consuls  to  grant  protections  to  seamen. 
On  the  3d  of  Novembn  I  received  the  follow- 
'  ing  letter  from  bis  lordship  on  that  subject : 

"DowNiNQ  Street,  Nov.  3, 1796. 
<*Sir:  The  Consuls  of  the  United  Stales,  resid- 
ing in  J^is  Majesty's  dominions,  have,  for  some 
time  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  gnioting  to  seafar- 
ing persons  certificates  under  their  Consular  seal, 

Sorporting  that  the  bearers  of  them  are  citizens  of 
leUnitM  States,  and  as  such  liable  to  be  called 
Vpon  for  the  service  of  their  own  country,  and  that 
tiiey  are  therefore  not  to  be  interrupted  or  molest- 
ed by  any  persons  whatever.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  these  certificates  have  frequently  been 
granted  on  very  slight  and  insufficient  evidence, 
and  tn  a  great  number  of  cases  to  persons  who 
were  in  foct  British  seamen. 

"But,  independently  of  this  abuse,  I  am  under 
the  necessity  of  representing  to  you,  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Groveroment,  the  insuperable  objec- 
tions which  apply  to  the  principle  of  a  jurisdic- 
tion in  this  respect,  assumed  and  exercised  within 
His  Majesty's  dominions  by  the  Consuls  of  a  for- 
eign nation.  >  And  1  must  remark  to  you,  that  the 
impropriety  of  a  proceeding  so  much  out  of  the 
ordinary  line  of  the  Consular  functions,  and  so 
liable  to  be  abused  for  the  worst  purposes,  is  very 
much  aggravated  by  the  unwarranted  assumption 
of  a  power  in  the  Consuls  to  administer  oaths  to 
His  Majesty's  subjects  and  others  resident  within 
these  realms,  concerning  the  matter  of  the  said 
certificates. 

"I  bad  the  honor  of  writing  to  Mr.  Pinckney 
iqion  this  subject,  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  request- 
ing that  he  would  inform  me  whether  the  Consuls 
ofthe  United  States  are  in  any  manner  authorized 
or  instructed  by  their  own  Groveroment  to  grant 


such  certificates ;  and,  in  such  case,  whether  any 
and  what  rule  of  evidence  or  discretion  is  pre- 
scribed to  them  for  their  guidance  in  a  dnty  of  w 
difficult  and  delicate  a  nature. 

'■  I  apprehend  that  Mr.  Pinckney's  departure 
prevented  his  answering  my  letter;  but  as  I  am 
persuaded  thai  no  such  authority  can  in  fact  have 
been  given,  the  frequeni  instances  of  this  prac- 
tice which  have  lately  come  within  my  know- 
ledge, oblige  me  now  to  request  that  you  will  hire 
the  goodness  to  notify  to  the  Consuls  that  they  are 
in  future  to  abstain  from  a  woceeding  which  ht 
exceeds  the  limits  of  their  office,  which  is  nei^ 
sanctioned  by  the  law  and  usage  of  nations  aoi 
by  any  treaty  between  the  two  countries,  and  the 
continuance  of  which  must  be  considered  at 
an  act  on  their  part  injurious  to  the  authority  of 
the  King's  Government.  The  earnest  dean 
which  I  feel  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  a 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  GovernmeDti, 
leads  me  to  prefer  this  mode  of  notification,  ratha 
than  to  take  any  manner  of  signifying  il  to  tbem, 
more  directly.  And  I  avail  myself,  with  ptleasnre. 
of  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  ihe  high  con- 
sideration and  esteem  with  wnich  I  have  the  hn- 
or  to  be,  &c., 

,   "  GRENVILLE." 

I  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  tbb  letur 
to  our  Consuls,  which  I  did  by  copies,  accompuied 
with  the  following  letter: 

London,  November  18tb,  1796. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  1  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Lord  Grenville  to  me,  respecting  the  consolu 
jurisdiction.  Hitherto  1  have  not  had  leisure  to 
consider  the  subject  in  the  manner  I  wish  to  do, 
previous  to  the  return  of  an  answer.  It  has  how- 
ever appeared  to  me  advisable  to  transmit  to  yon 
a  copy  of  the  letter,  in  order  that  you  should  beia- 
formed  of  the  decision  of  this  Government  on  the 
points  to  which  it  refers.  I  am  at  present  ineliaed 
to  believe  that  the  administration  of  oaths  by  out 
Consuls,  in  these  or  any  other  cases,  to  T>ritisb 
subjects,  is  neither  necessary  nor  proper.  The 
other  point  is  more  doubtful,  as  well  as  mwh 
more  important,  as  it  regards  the  security  ol  oar 
navigation  and  seamen.  As  we  have  no  conven- 
tion with  this  nation,  defining  the  consular  ^v- 
ers,  they  must  be  ascertained  by  the  law  of  nations. 
General  usage  is  evidence  of  this  law,  and  some 
of  its  rules  are  to  be  found  only  in  the  existeoce 
of  such  usage.  I  have  not  discovered  anything 
explicit  on  the  question  in  any  work  of  reputation, 
and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  inquire,  and  asea^ 
ly  as  convenient  to  inform  me.  what  is  the  prac- 
tice on  this  subject  of  the  CoumiIs  of  other  Powm 
resident  in  this  nation.  If  you  can  procure  and 
send  me  copies  of  sinular  certificates  issued  by  the 
Consuls  of  other  nations,  if  such  certificates  are 

S anted  by  any  of  tbem,  I  desire  you  to  do  so: 
ough  I  would  not  be  understood  as  giving  a  set- 
tled opinion  on  this  point,  I  ought  not  to  omit  ob-  | 
serving  to  you,  that  neither  our  taws  respecting 
Constus.  nor  the  late  law  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
don  of  American  seamen,  give  to  our  Consuls  a^T 
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authoriijr  lo  gnni  cerUfii:ates  of  citizeoabip,  and 
Hmreseeo  no  instractioQ  from  the  Executive  that 
authorizes  it.  If  the  powerexists.  ii  must  be  derived 
from  the  law  of  nations.  This  GorerAmeot  denies 
that  it  can  be  deduced  from  that  source,  aod  noti- 
fies to  us  that  we  must  abstain  from  the  exercise 
of  the  power^  since  the  same  is  deemed  to  be  repug- 
nant to  the  jurisdiction,  and  a  continuance  thereof 
will  be  considered  as  injurious  to  tfae  authority,  ot 
the  King's  Government. 

With  freat  respect,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be  sir, 
TOUT  obedient  and  faithful  serrant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

I  do  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  mstruct 
001  Consuls  in  this,  or  in  any  other  instance.  Id 
cases  in  which  they  ask  my  advice,  I  readily  give 
itaecordin^  to  my  views  of  their  privileges,  and 
ot  the  public  weliare.  So  far  as  I  have  been  in- 
formeo,  the  Consuls  do  not  think  it  prudent,  since 
this  communication  from  Lord  GrenviUe,  lo  grant 
any  more  protections ;  and,  in  consequence  there- 
of, I  am  frequently  applied  to  by  seamen  on  that 
subject. 

Idtd  not  approve  of  that  part  of  the  late  law  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  seamen,  which  author- 
izes the  collectors  to  grant  protections.  It  appear- 
ed to  me  to  be  a  measure  of  questionable  policy; 
aod  I  apprehend  it  has  placed  our  seamen  in  a 
worse  instead  of  a  better  situation,  than  that  in 
which  they  were  before. 

One  great  evil  of  this  regulation  is,  that  every 
■eainan  who  is  without  a  certificate,  and  every  one 
who  has  a  certificate  from  any  other  officer  than 
I  collector,  is  considered  as  not  having  been  able 
lo  procure  a  certificate  from  the  collector,  and  is 
treated  here  as  a  British  subject.  The  Uw  ought 
to  be  repealed ;  or,  what  under  present  circumstan- 
ces would  be  better,  it  might  be  amended  by  requi- 
ring every  seaman  who  Is  a  citizen,  lo  prove  the 
saoie  in  a  safe  aafi  satisfactory  manner,  and  to 
procure  a  certificate  thereof,  from  the  collector. 
Another  amendment  should  De  added,  to  prohibit 
every  other  person  except  the  collectors  from  gmnt- 
ing  certificates  to  seamen. 

At  present  it  is  optional  with  a  seaman  to  pro* 
cure  or  not  to  procure  a  certificate  of  cilizensnip, 
or  to  procure  it  from  the  collector,  or  from  any 
other  officer.  Hence  these  certificates  arc  grant- 
ed in  a  variety  of  forms  on  difierent  d^rees  of 
pnxtf.  and  by  almost  every  grade  of  magistrates ; 
and  the  consequence  thereof  has  been  that  they 
ve  all  in  some  sort  disregarded. 

RUFUS  KINO. 

HnAia  Kmg,  Esq.,  Minister,  ^fec,  to  Loid  OfWivilie. 

Gbbat  Cumberland  Place, 

January  28,  1797. 

My  Loan:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  your  lord- 
ship the  copy  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  like- 
wise the  copy  of  an  instruction  given  by  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  collectors  of  the  several  districts,  which 
aippties  an  omission  in  this  law^  and  prescribes 
the  evidence  on  which  alone  certificates  of  citizen- 
^p  may  be  granted  by  such  coUectors;  and  abo 


a  copy  of  the  first  section  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  prescribing  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion. I  flatter  myself  that  your  lordship  will  per- 
ceive in  these  documents,  the  care  and  caution 
that  the  American  Government  have  observed,  in 
order  that  those  only  who  are  justly  entitled,  should 
obtain  certificates  of  American  citizenship.  It  is 
not  my  present  purpose  to  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  toe  precise  limits  of  the  consular  jurisdic- 
tion and  functions,  which  your  lordship  conceives 
do  not  extend  to  give  a  right  to  the  American  con- 
suls to  grant  certificates  of  citizenship  to  the  sea- 
men of  that  nation,  who  come,  or  nre  brought  with- 
in His  Majesty's  dominions;  I  think  it,  however, 
my  duty  tooteerve,  that  on  careful  inquiry  I  find 
it  to  have  been  the  ancient  practice  of  tne  Consub 
of  the  maritime  nations,  resident  within  His  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  ex  officio,  to  grant  certificates  of 
this  kind ;  and  that  this  practice  is  still,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, pursued  by  the  Consuls  of  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, and  Portugal,  and  probably  by  those  of  other 
nations.  I  ought  also  to  add,  that,  from  the  best 
examination  I  hare  been  able  to  give  the  suhiect, 
I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  with  becoming  defe- 
rence for  the  statements  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that,  under  proper  regulations,  the  exercise 
of  ihis'power  is  both  an  important,  and  especially 
between  America  and  Great  Britain,  the  most  ma- 
terial portion  of  the  consular  rights.  I  make  this 
observation,  my  lord,  not  to  invite  a  discussion  of 
the  question,  but  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preclud- 
ing any  inference  that  might  result  from  its  not 
having  been  made  on  this  occasion. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  repre- 
sent to  your  lordship,  that,  in  consequence  of^ the 
relations  of  peace  and  friendship  subsisting  be- 
tween America  and  Great  Britain,  which  give, 
and  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  them,  which  confirms,  to  the 
people  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  a  ri^ht 
securely  to  resort  to,  and  to  reside  in.  His  Majes- 
ty's European  dominionsj  great  numbers  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  and  especially  of  the  class  which 
compose  tbe  seamen  engaged  in  the  American 
navigation,  are  from  time  to  time  arriving  with- 
in, and,  in  tfae  prosecution  of  their  lawful  concerns, 
frequenting  His  Majesty's  said  European  domin- 
ions ;  many  of  them  nave  no  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship, in  some  instances  having  omitted  to  obtain 
the  same  within  the  United  States ;  and  in  others, 
the  certificates  which  had  been  so  obtained  having, 
by  the  casualties  of  seafaring  lives,  been  destroyed, 
these  seamen,  who  cannot  easily  be  distinguished, 
by  language  or  manners  from  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, are,  wnile  employed  on  board  American  ships 
anu  on  shore,  daily  seized,  and  contrary  to  their 
will,  impressed  into  His  Majesty's  service,  to  the 
manifest  injury  of  their  personal  rights,  and  to  the 
material  detriment  and  disadvantage  of  the  Ameri- 
can navigation  and  commerce.  SoTong  as  our  Con- 
suls were  in  the  practice  of  granting  protections  to 
American  seamen,  these  injuries  and  inconveni- 
ences were  less  frequent  and  more  easily  remedied. 
The  laws  of  the  United  Stales  authorize,  but  do 
not  compel,  their  seamen  to  take  out  certificates  of 
citizenship  within  tbe  United  Sutes;  and  the  pmc* 
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lice  is  not  uncomtnoD  that  they  omit  to  obtain 
such  certificates,  and  place  their  dependence  upon 
the  assistaace  of  the  Consuls,  in  case  of  intenup- 
tion  in  anjr  of  the  ports  ofHisMajesty'aEaropean 

dominions. 

Some  few  irregularities,  it  is  possibly  may  un- 
iatentionalty  have  happened  in  the  granting  of  pro- 
tections by  the  American  Consuls,  as  oo  precise  in- 
structions for  the  regutation  of  their  conduct,  in 
this  respect^  have  heretofore  been  given  to  them. 
To  avoid  similar  irregularities  in  future,  and  to 
afford  (he  protecHoa  which  is  indispensably  due  (o 
the  American  seamen  within  His  Majesty's  Euro- 
pean dominions — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship  the 
following  propositions : 

1.  That  the  American  Consuls  shall  hereafter 
grant  certficates  of  citizenship,  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed in  the  enclosed  law,  to  such  American  sea- 
men, as  shall  prove  themselves  entitled  to  recetre 
the  same. 

2.  In  order  that  do  persons,  except  those  who 
■re  so  entitled,  should  receive  such  certificates, 
that  an  instruction  ^imilar  to,  and  founded  apou, 
that  given  by  the  President  to  the  collectors  should 
be  given  by  me  to  the  several  American  Consuls, 
for  the  government  of  their  conduct. 

3  That  instructious  should  be  given  by  the  pro- 
per department  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to 
His  Majesty's  naval  officers,  to  respect  such  certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  Atnerican  Consuls. 

Convinced  of  the  disposition  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  remove  effectually,  and  as  fast  as 
possible,  every  cause  of  inquietude  and  discontent 
between  the  two  couniricR  and  to  strengthen  the 
good  understanding  and  friendship  which  subsist 
between  them,  I  persuade  myself  that  your  lord- 
ship will  see  no  objection  sufficiently  weighty  to 
prevent  the  early  adoption  of  these  propositions, 
which  appear  to  me,  my  lord,  to  be  essential  to 
the  security  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
my  country. 

I  cannot  express  to  your  lordshij^  in  language 
too  strong,  my  thorough  conviction  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  subject  to  the  mutual  harmony  of  the 
two  countries,  which  it  is  my  earnest  desire  should 
be  uninterrupted  and  perpetual ;  nor  can  I  cease  to 
entertain  the  expectation  that  His  Majesty's  Giov- 
ernment  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  meet 
the  overtures  of  the  United  States,  and  proceed  to 
those  mutual  discussions,  which,  it  is  believed, 
must  lead  to  the  permanent  settlement  of  princi- 
ples and  rules,  by  which  the  seamen  belonging  to 
the  respective  nations  may  in  all  situations  here- 
after, be  known  and  distioguished. 

This  done,  the  regulations  that  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration 
will  cease  to  be  necessary. 

With  high  constderation,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
my  lord,  £c« 

RUFUS  KING. 

DowKiNO  Street,  AfonA  27th,  1797. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  January  last. 
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The  desire  of  obtaining  the  most  accurate  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  and  the 
unavoidable  pressure  of  other  business,  have  jtf 
vented  me  from  answering  it  at  an  earlier  penoi 

It  is,  I  am  persuaded,  unnecessary  for  me,  od 
this  occasion,  to  repeal  the  assurances  which  yon 
have  so  frequently  received  of  the  sincere  desire 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  cultivate  the 
strictest  harmony  and  good  understanding  witli 
the  United  States,  or  to  express  the  concern  whicb 
I  must  thence  necessarily  feel  at  any  subject  od 
which  an  essential  difference  of  opinion  nuybe 
likely  to  exist.  Under  this  imprcHsioo,  I  hm 
considered  the  proposals,  contained  in  your  letter, 
relativeto  the  discharge  from  His  Majesty's serriee 
of  seamen  alleged  to  be  American  citizens,  lad 
I  can,  with  the  most  perfect  trutbj  assure  yoii,  tiai 
I  have  done  so  with  every  disposition  to  oveilo^ 
difficulties  of  small  importance,  and  to  soften  tod 
smooth  the  way,  as  far  as  could  depend  oq  me, 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  business  in  question,  ob 
terms  mutually  satisfactory,  and  with  a  sjnritof 
conciliation  and  friendship. 

But  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  representing  to 
you  that  those  proposals  appear  to  be  liable  to 
very  great,  and,  as  I  fear,  insurmountable  drffieol- 
ties;  and  that  it  seems  scarcely  possible  for  tbe 
King's  Government  to  accede  to  any  arrangmni 
grounded  on  such  a  basis,  without  rirtking  tbe  to- 
tal sacrifice  of  that  on  which  depends  the  whole 
maritime  force  of  Great  Britain. 

I  mention  the  importance  of  the  subject,  in  or- 
der that  you  may  be  satisfied  that  the  difficaltin 
raised  upon  your  proposals,  do  not  rest  upon  l^t 
or  trivial  considerations;  and  that  if  the  questiM 
is,  in  some  points  of  view,  highly  interesting  to  Ike 
feelings  of  individuals,  and  to  the  general  ctrndnet 
of  Ctovernment  in  the  United  States,  it  is,  on  olba 
considerations,  one  in  which  the  highest  intemtt 
of  the  King's  dominions  are  essentially  concerned. 

If  it  were  possible  at  once  to  find  an  obriov 
and  indisputable  mode  of  ascertaining  whethert 
seaman  is  really  a  subject  of  His  Majesty's  domin- 
ions, or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  certaiolf 
the  King's  Gkpvernment  would  not  hesitate  to  se- 
cede to  any  regulations  for  applying  that  role  in 
the  easiest,  most  expeditious,  and  most  efiectml 
manner.  But  you  must  be  sensible  that  while  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  render  all  British  sailcffs  li- 
able to  be  called  upon  to  serve  in  defence  of  theii 
country,  individuals,  who  may  be  desirous  ex- 
empting themselves  from  this  duty,  will  tooAe- 
quently  endearor  to  protect  themselves  under  the 
pretence  that  they  are  American  citizens ;  and  that 
for  this  purpose  they  will  derive  very  great  iicil- 
ities  from  the  similarity  of  language,  halHts,  aul 
manners.  The  frequency  of  such  attempts  will 
naturally  be  increased  by  the  circumstances  in 
which  America  still  finds  herself,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  mer- 
chant ships  of  the  United  States  now  is,  and  most 
for  many  years  continue  to  he,  navigated  by  for- 
eign seamen  and  particularly  by  British. 

If  therefore  any  rule  is  to  be  laid  down  by  the 
consent  of  the  two  Governments  for  ascertainiiu, 
by  a  sort  of  prima  facte  evidence,  who  are  the 
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perMos  to  wbom  exemption  shall  be  allowed  on 
thegroaod  of  their  beios  citizens 'of  the  United 
Sittn,  it  must  reasonabfir  be  expected  by  Great 
Britain,  that  such  rule  (though  it  could  never  be 
free  from  all  objection,  and  certain  in  its  appltca- 
lioD  to  erery  possible  case)  should,  however,  con- 
lain  such  general  outlines  of  security  as  to  afford 
a  jnst  fonndatioD  for  the  practice  to  be  observed 
on  a  point  of  so  much  importance. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  the  pro- 
posals which  you  have  been  instructed  to  make 
OD  this  head,  not  only  do  not  fully  answer  this 
description,  but  that  they  do  not  appear  to  rae  to 
aflbrd  any  security  a^inst  the  utmost  extent  and 
greatest  possible  latitude  of  abuse,  and  that  a 
nocu'ee  rounded  on  these  proposals  would  not 
difier  at  all  im  its  effect  and  eonsequeoces,  though 
in  name  and  ai^tearanee  it  might,  from  a  resolu- 
lion  to  discharge  at  once  every  British  seamen 
on  his  own  assertion,  that  he  is  an  American 
citizen. 

With  this  view,  I  must  request  you  to  consider 
in  detail  the  provisions  of  toe  act  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  subsequent  instructions  respecting  the 
certificates  of  citizenship  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  allow  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  to 
grant,  with  the  intention  that  full  faith  shall  be 
girea  to  such  documents  so  framed  ;  and  I  would 
willingly  appeal  to  your  own  candor,  whether 
any  GlovemmeDt  could  ever  consent  that,  even  io 
matters  of  internal  regulation,  any  point  of  na- 
tioBal  coQcom,  however  trifling,  should  rest  on  a 
fonndatioa  of  no  better  security  than  that  which 
is  DOW  proposed  as  the  only  safeguard  against  eva- 
sions already  so  fret^uently  practised,  and  which 
iBay  {vove  so  extensive  in  their  operation,  and  so 
daa^gferooa  in  their  conseoueoces. 

I  must  first  observe,  tnat  the  act  does  not  io 
aajr  manner  specify  the  nature  of  the  proof  on 
wluch  these  certificates  8  re  to  be  gran  ted;  although 
some  provisions  on  this  subject  are  therein  ex- 
pressly referred  to  as  being  contained,  in  the  act, 
and  as  making  the  indisputable  condition  of  grant- 
ing the  certificate.  The  insertion  of  those  pro- 
visions is  indeed  so  essential  to  the  whole  of  the 
subject-matter  which  is  in  question,  that  the 
omission  precludes  all  possibility  of  judging  of 
tbepolicy,  or  justice,  or  efficacy,  of  the  law. 

Toe  President  of  the  United  Sutes  has  indeed, 
in  Older  to  supply  this  'deficiency,  prescribed  by 
his  instructions,  certain  rules  for  Ine  conduct  of 
the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  in  re- 
^leet  of  this  act ;  but  these  instractions  (suppos- 
ing them  in  other  respects  ade4]nate  to  their  pro- 
fened  obiect)  cannot  even,  with  the  utmost  re- 
qieet  to  the  authority  from  which  they  proceed, 
M  considered  as  having  equal  force,  or  affording 
toformgn  nations  equal  security  with  those  pro- 
visions which,  according  to  the  tenorof  the  actnow 
in  question,  ought  to  be  contained  in  the  body  of 
the  act  itself.  It  would  by  no  means  be  my  wish  to 
raise  or  to  disctiss  any  doubtful  question  on  the 
respective  powers  or  functions  of  the  component 
parts  of  a  foreign  Government,  and  if  I  err  in  the 
little  I  am  about  to  say  on  this  subject,  your 
knowledge  will  at  once  enable  yon  to  oorject  any 
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mistake  into  which  I  may  be  led.  But  when  in 
a  new  case  the  supreme  legislative  power  of  that 
Giovemment  does,  in  the  very  first  provision  it 
makes  on  the  subject,  announce  its  r^ulations  on 
this  point  as  a  matter  of  legislative  enactment, 
it  is  impossible  for  other  Governments,  deeply 
interested  in  these  regulations,  to  avoid,  at  least, 
inquiring  how  far,  under  the  want  of  such  enact* 
ment,  any  rules  for  the  same  purpose  arc  likely  to 
be  effectually  enforced  by  the  sanction  of  any 
other  authority ;  and  to  this  remark  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  such  a  doubt  will  be  found  to  apply 
with  peculiar  force  to  a  case  where  no  penalties 
have  been,  or  as  it  is  conceived  could,  under  that 
sanction,  be  provided  as  a  restraint  on  frauds, 
though  carrira  to  any  exiait.  But  the  objections 
to  the  regulations  themselves  are  still  more  im- 
portant ;  so  that  even  if  the  President's  instrac- 
tions were  made  law  by  any  future  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  if  a  power  now  unquestionably  exists, 
or  should  hereafter  be  expressly  created  in  the 
Gxecutive  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
provide  such  reflations,  and  to  enforce  them  by 
adequate  penalties,  we  should  stilt  be  compelled 
to  say  that  they  were  insufficient  for  the  object  of 
affording  to  Great  Britain  that  security  against 
fraud  which  must  be  a  principal  object  of  her  in- 
tention in  any  final  settlement  of  this  business. 

The  evidence  which  is  required  by  those  in- 
structions, as  a  foundation  for  granting  the  certifi- 
cates of  citizenship,  is  such  as  would  not  be  ad- 
mitted in  any  other  case  of  the  most  trifling  civil 
or  political  nght.  Such  evidence  would  not  even 
afford  a  reasonable  presumption  of  the  fact  of 
birtl^  residence,  or  naturalization,  and  stilt  less  do 
the  iDstmctions  hold  out  any  adequate  security 
that  the  person  to  whom  even  this  proof  applies, 
shall  be  the  same  with  him  who  may  be  described 
in  the  certiflcate,  or  with  him  who  may  after* 
wards  become  the  bearer  of  it. 

Thus  in  the  first  and  most  simple  case  to  which 
the  President's  Instructions  relate,  a  British  sailor 
might  apply  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  Bos- 
ton for  a  certificate  of  citizenship,  and  support  his 
application  either  by  an  extract  of  a  pretended  reg- 
ister of  births  in  Georgia,  or  any  other  distant 
State,  purporting  to  be  certified  by  the  proper  offi- 
cer of  some  religious  society  there,  and  supported 
by  an  affidavit  that  the  applicant  is  the  person 
mentioned  in  (he  extract,  or  merely  by  an  affidft- 
vit  thattheapplicant  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  on 
this  ground  the  certificate  is  to  be  granted  of  ne- 
cessity, and  without  farther  inquiry. 

The  extract  of  such  a  register,  and  the  signature 
thereto  as  described  above,  are  so  easily  fabricated, 
and  the  fabrication  is  so  impossible  to  be  detected, 
that  they  can  evidently  give  no  security  a^nst 
fraud,  and  accordingly  they  are  dispensed  with  in 
the  instruction  itself,  which  in  express  terms  re- 
quired the  certificate  to  be  granted  on  the  simple 
affidavit  of  birth 

On  this  affidavit,  therefore,  the  whole  rests.  It 
is  not  precisely  specified  in  the  instruction,  whe- 
ther the  custom-house  officer  is  himself  to  admin- 
ister this  oath,  or  whether  he  is  to  admit  (as  I  im- 
agine the  {wactice  is)  aoy  affidavit  said  to  be  sworn 
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by  a  credible  witness  and  before  a  magistrate  of 
tbe  Uaited  States,  both  perhaps  residing  at  the  dis- 
tance of  many  hundred  miles  from  the  collector  to 
whom  the  amdarit  is  produced,  and  the  names  of 
both  being  equally  unknown  to  him.  In  the  lat- 
ter supposition  be  is,  of  course,  wholly  unable  to 
rerify  the  identity  of  the  claimant,  or  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  paper,  or  the  signature}  or,  indeed, 
the  existence  either  of  the  magistrate  or  the  wit- 
ness. But  eren  if  all  these  were  duly  ascertained, 
or  if  the  affidavit  is  to  be  sworn  before  the  custom- 
house officer  himself,  the  fact  of  birth  will  still  rest 
on  the  deposition  of  one  person  only,  and  that  taken 
without  adverse  partietu^  and  with  no  interest  or 
means  in  the  person  before  whom  it  is  sworn  to 
detect  a  falsehood.  And  when  the  certificate  has 
in  this  manner,  and  on  these  {^rounds,  been  grant- 
ed, Dot  the  smallest  security  is  provided  that  the 
person  obtaining  it  shall  not  immediately  transfer 
It  into  other  hands,  and  if  he  pleases,  apply  again 
to  the  same  or  another  collector  for  another  simi- 
lar certificate  tu  be  granted  to  him  on  the  same 
grounds;  so  that  putting  an  extreme  case,  five  hun- 
dred such  papers  granted  one  day,  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  instructions,  might  tbe  very  next 
day  be  transferred  to  the  whole  crew  of  a  British 
man-of-war.  I  hare  instanced  this,  because  it 
is  the  first,  the  simplest,  and  the  least  objectiona- 
ble, of  all  the  cases  supposed  in  the  instructions 
of  the  President ;  but  if  you  will  apply  the  same 
ea&mination  to  the  others,  it  cannot  fail  to  strike 
yon  how  utterly  inadequate  all  these  prorisious 
are  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  or  the  prevention  of 
fraad.  It  is  a  great  additional  difficulty  in  all 
these  cases,  that  it  is  not  required  by  the  law  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen, 
that  the  certificate  should  distinguish,  or  in  any 
manner  specify,  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is 
granted.  Where  so  much  latitude  is  open  for 
abuse,  even  this  restriction,  inadequate  as  it  is  to 
the  total  prevention  of  frauds,  might,  in  some  de- 
gree, have  operated  to  check  them ;  but  even  this 
u  omitted,  and  instances  hare  already  occurred  to 
prove  by  fact  what  was  naturally  to  be  foreseen, 
that  no  faith  whatever  is  due  to  certificates  grant- 
ed under  the  act  in  question. 

To  such  an  extent  are  the  frauds  already  arrir- 
ed,  that  very  recently  I  have  had  oceauon  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  cireutnstances  of  a  case,  in 
which  II  seaman  described  in  a  certificate,  granted 
by  acollector  in  the  United  Slates,  to  be  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  and  citizen,  has  since  been  proved  to 
be  a  native  of  North  Britain,  and  to  have  gone  to 
America,  for  the  first  time,  no  longer  ago  than  in 
the  month  of  July,  1794. 

I  am  further  under  the  necessity  of  remarking, 
that  both  the  lawo  in  question  and  the  President's 
instructions  include  some  cases  (particularly  with 
regard  to  the  subjectsof  other  Powers  settling  with- 
in the  United  States)  to  the  principles  of  which 
this  Government  cannot  accede.  No  British  sub- 
ject can,  by  such  a  form  of  renunciation  as  that 
which  is  prescribied  in  the  American  law  of  natu- 
ralization, divest  himself  of  his  allegiance  to  his  sov- 
ereign. Such  a  declaration  of  renunciation,  made 
by  amy  of  the  King's  subjects,  would,  instead 
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operating  as  a  protection  to  them,  be  crasideKdH 
an  act  highlycriminal  on  their  part;  and,  as  in  the 
proptffied  certificates  there  is  no  specification  wbick 
can  show  wtuit  are  the  grounds  of  the  proteciioa 
claimed,  it  cannot  be  known  whether,  even  sop- 
posing  all  the  facts  unquestionably  true,  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  was  granted  may  not  still  be  a 
British  subject,  liable,  as  such,  to  be  called  upon  to 
serve  his  country,  and  incapable  of  receiving  pro- 
tection from  any  foreign  State.  I  have  hitherto 
reasoned  on  these  provisions  as  applicable  lo  tbe 
certificates  granted  by  collectors  in  the  Uailed 
States ;  but  it  cannot  escape  yoai  penetratioB  and 
jndgmmt,  that  every  one  of  the  objections  be&te 
staled  apply  with  additional  force  to  the  propotal 
of  certificates  to  be  granted  by  the  Cooauu  of  tke 
United  States  resident  io  Europe,  who  can  hird- 
ly  be  supposed,  in  aoy  single  instance,  to  possess  the 
means  of  investigating  or  ascertainii^  any  ooedii- 
puted  point.  And  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  bow 
any  such  Consul,  if  desirous  of  acting  honestly  ii 
discharge  of  a  duty  of  such  high  importance,  could 
satisfy  his  own  conscience  as  to  the  grounds  on 
which  he  is  to  affirm  and  to  certify  to  others  a 
matter  of  fact,  respecting  which  he  can  haveM 
little  cause  or  means  of  knowledge. 

With  respect  to  the  practice  which  may  htK 
been  adopted  by  the  Consuls  of  the  foreign  Powen 
residing  in  His  Majesty's  dominioos,  of  graatiii; 
such  certificates  to  individuals  of  their  respective 
nations,  you, sir,  must  be  sensible  tbat  theetremn' 
stance  of  language  alone,  independent  of  muy 
other  mnns  of  knowledge  whicn  do  not  exist  u 
with  respect  to  America,  are,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
if  not  wholly,  sufficient  to  guard  aninst  deceptioa 
in  those  cases:  but  in  re^rd  to  British  swnes, 
and  those  of  the  United  Slates,  the  similarity  of 
language,  niauners,  and  habits,  and  the  undenia- 
bly large  proportion  of  the  American  navigaii(« 
which  is  carried  on  by  British  sailors,  must,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  present  such  difficulties 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  such  a  trust  to  beecu^ 
rectly  exercised  to  the  satisfaction  of  either  Gov- 
emment. 

For  the  reasons  which  I  have  here  stated,  the 
force  of  which  I  am  confident  no  candid  mind  can 
dispute,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  declining,  oa 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  ancde 
to  the  propositions  contained  in  your  letter.  If 
any  other  |»ropo8als  can  he  made  less  liable  to  ob- 
jection, they  will  be  crasidered  with  candor  aod 
liberality.  It  is  not  expected  that,  on  so  difficult 
and  delicate  a  business,  errangmeuts  can  at  once  be 
brought  forward  wholly  free  from  all  obiectioai, 
or  such  aa  to  supersetle  tbe  necessity  of  frequent 
revisal.  improvement,  and  addition,  in  order  to 
meet  ine  different  means  of  evasion  that  may  bt 
resorted  to;  but  it  is  certainly  not  too  much  to  ask 
that  the  rules  adopted  in  the  first  instance  shall  at 
least  afibrd  some  security  against  the  most  exten- 
sive aod  the  most  dangerous  consequences  to  the 
maritime  power  and  safety  of  Gireat  Britain.  la 
the  course  of  what  I  have  said  in  this  letter,  i  bavi 
adverted  to  two  very  material  defects  in  the  pret> 
eni  system,  both  which  might,  aa  I  ihinik,  be  rem- 
edied by  the  Legislature  of  the  Uaited  Slatia 
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Tbe  first  is  the  want  of  adequate  peoahies  to  en- 
force, in  all  the  parties  coDceroed,  the  strteteBt  at- 
teniioB  to  prerent  frauds  in  applying  for  and  grant- 
ing these  certificates ;  the  second  is  the  inserting, 
in  the  body  of  the  certificate,  the  nature  and  par- 
ticolars  of  the  proof  on  which  it  is  graoted.  I  am 
^from  thinking  that,  eren  with  these  additionsk 
the  system  would  still  be  such  as  could  admit  of 
the  adoption  of  your  proposal ;  but  I  have  meo- 
tionnl  these  as  improvements  which  have  occur- 
red  to  me.  It  is  probable  that  your  own  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  may  enable  you  to  suggest 
others,  or  that  there  may  occur  to  the  (3overn- 
meot  of  the  United  States  means  of  reiDOving  or 
lesseoiDg  the  objections  here  stated. 

Id  the  mean  lime,  you  may  be  assured  that  those 
facilities  will  be  continued  to  you  which  you  have 
hitherto  experienced,  in  all  your  applications  to 
His  Majesty's  Government,  (or  the  release  of  sea- 
men alleged  to  be  AmericM  citizens;  and  that 
every  representation  from  you  on  that  subject  will 
be  investigated  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  and 
with'  those  frieodly  dispositions,  for  tbe  Bineerity 
and  effect  of  which  I  can  with  confidence  appeal 
to  yoiur  own  experience  since  yoa  have  resided  in 
this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
biuBhle  s^ant,  GRENVILLB. 

Gbiat  Cumberland  Place, 
November  30th,  1796. 

Mt  Loro  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  letter 
addressed  to  John  Maxwell  from  his  wife,  which 
your  lordship  some  time  since  transmitted  to  me, 
as  containing  evidence  of  imi»i>per  conduct  on  the 
sattof  the  American  Consulat  Bristol.  I  sent  this 
tetler  to  Mr.  VaaderhtMrst,  the  Consul  referred  to, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  furnish  sneh  exc- 
itations relative  to  this  case  as  should  be  in  his 
power.  From'the  communications  I  have  receiv- 
ed from  Mr.  Vanderhorst,  extracts  from  which  I 
take  the  liberty  to  enclose  for  your  lordship's  infor- 
mation, I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  appear  that  the 
unfavorable  inferences  which  have  been  drawn 
from  this  letter,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Tanderhorst,  are  not  well  foanded. 

lo  yoar  lorlship's  letter  of  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, in  answer  to  my  application  for  the  discnarge 
of  Maxwell,  an  American  citizen,  impressed  and 
detained  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Sandwich, 
the  reason  assigned  against  his  discharge  is  "that 
he  is  married  and  settled  at  Bristol ; "  and  I  under- 
itaod  that  the  orders  of  the  Lords  Commissiooers 
of  tbe  Admirality  for  the  discharge  ot  American 
Kamen  usually  contain  a  proviso,  that  the  dis- 
ehirge  is  not  to  operate  in  favor  of  any  person  who 
has  entered  on  board  any  of  His  Majesty's  ships,  or 
iriio  is  married  or  settled  within  any  of  His  Maj- 
esty's dominions.  Without  admittinff  or  contest- 
>Dg,  on  this  occasion,  the  rule  of  English  law, 
that  a  subject  cannot  divest  himself  of  bis  natural 
slleronce,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  lord- 
^p*^  attention  to  the  diversity  of  practice,  so  much 
to  tlie  disadvantage  of  the  American  citizens,  that 
pievails  in  the  a^teaticn  of  this  rale. 


If  Great  Britain  requires  the  acquiescence  of  for- 
eign nations  in  this  law,  so  far  as  regards  the  re- 
quisition of  her  subjects  married  and  settled  abroad, 
'  or  Tolunlarity  engaged  in  foreign  service,  is  she 
not  bound,  in  like  nuinoer  to  observe  it  herself,  in 
respect  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers,  under 
similar  circumstances,  in  her  service,  or  within 
her  dominions?  If  to  the  demand  of  a  foreigner 
in  her  service,  by  the  nation  to  which  he  belongs, 
Great  Britain  answers  that  such  foreigner  cannot 
be  delivered,  becaase  he  has  voluntarily  engaged 
to  serve  His  Majesty,  or  is  married,  or  settled  with- 
in His  Majesty's  dominions^  is  she  not  bound  by 
her  own  principles  to  admit  the  validity  of  the 
same  answer  from  such  foreign  nation,  when  she 
re<^uires  (he  surrender  of  British  subjects  found  in 
a  similar  predicament  in  the  service  or  within  the 
territory  of  such  foreign  nation?  Justice,  which 
is  always  impartial,  furnishes  the  proper  answer 
to  these  questions. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  voluntary  contract  (tf 
an  American  citizen  to  serve  on  board  a  British 
ship,  or  the  marriage  or  settlement  of  such  citi- 
zen within  His  Majesty's  dominions,  is  the  found- 
ation of  a  right  in  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
refuse  the  requisition  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica that  such  citizen  should  be  discharged  from 
His  Majesty's  service,  do  we  not  thereby  establish 
a  principle  that  at  once  condemns  and  puts  an 
end  to  the  practice  of  His  Majesty's  naval  officers, 
in  entering  American  ships  in  search  of,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  impressing  British  seamen,  since 
all  seamen  found  oo  hoard  such  ships  are  there  of 
choice^  and  by  voluntary  contract,  to  serve  in  the 
Amenean  emidoy  ? 

But  if  neither  of  these  circumstances  can  W 
considered  as  justly  giving  a  right  to  Hia  Majes- 
ty's Goremment  to  refuse  the  diseha^  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  does  it  not  result  that  the  usual  pro- 
viso connected  with  the  orders  for  the  diseha^ 
of  such  citizens,  and  which  is  assisDed  as  a  reason 
against  the  discharge  of  John  Maxwell,  is  with- 
out any  just  foundation,  and  eoosequently  opentes 
to  tbe  disadvantage  and  injury  the  American 
citizens  ? 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  esteem,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  ray  lord,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 


FRANCE. 


[Oonuminieated  to  Congisis,  April  8, 1798.] 

Gentlemen  of     Senate,  and 

Omtlememi^  tke  Bgax^  S^preaentaiieete 

la  compliance  wi^  the  request  of  the  Housec^ 
Representatives,  expressed  in  their  resdniion  of 
the  second  of  this  month,  I  transmit,  to  both 
Houses,  those  instructions  to,  and  despatches  from, 
the  Envoys  Extraordinary  of  the  United  States  to 
the  French  Republic,  which  were  mentioned  in 
my  message  of  the  19th  of  March  last,  omitting 
only  some  names,  and  a  few  expresaiona,  descrip- 
tive of  the  persons. 
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1  request  that  they  may  be  cousidered  to  confi- 
dence, until  the  members  of  Congress  are  fully 
possessed  of  their  contents,  and  shaU  hare  had  op- 
portuniiy  to  deliberate  on  the  consequences  of  their 
publieatiooi  after  which  lime  I  submit  them  to 
your  wisdom. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Uhitbd  States,  Aprii  3, 1798. 

htHtm  ^  Credence  for  Messrs.  Findmey,  Manhall, 
and  Gerry,  Envoys  to  France. 

Jokn  AdamM,  Pretidmt  of  the  United  Statttof  Amer- 
Ua,  to  the  BseeaUve  JHreOory  of  the  Frmth  Re- 
piMie, 

CiTUBBiia  DiRBCTOBs:  Desirous  of  terminatiae 
atl  differences  between  the  UnitedStatesof  Amef- 
ka  and  the  French  Republic,  and  of  lestorinK 
that  harmony  and  good  onderstanding,  and  that 

commercial  and  friendly  intercourse,  which,  from 
the  commencement  of  their  political  coaoexion, 
uDtil  lately,  have  so  happily  subsisted;  I  have 
nominated,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad  rice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  appointed 
Charles  Cotesworth  Piockney,  John  Marshall, 
and  Elbridge  Gerry,  dtsltneuished  citizens  of  these 
States,  jointly  and  severaTly,  Envoys  Exiraordi 
nary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French 
Republic,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the 
great  objects  above  mentioned:  Wherefore,  fpray 
you,  Citizens  Directors,  to  give  full  credence  to 
what  they,  and  each  of  them,  shall  say  to  you  in 
diese  respects,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  when  they  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity 
of  our  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  the  French  Re- 
public. 

Qiren  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  y^ar 
1797,  and  of  the  indepnidence  or  the  United 
States  the  twenty-second. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  Slates: 
T.  PicuRiMo,  SleeV  State. 

Foil  powns  to  Ibssrs.  PJnekneyt  Marshall,  and  Gerry 
Envoys  to  France. 

Mn  Admu,  Preaident  of  the  United  Statee  ef  Amer- 
tea,  to  all  whom  Ihete  pretenie  thall  concern — 
Gndmgi 

Know  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  terminating 
all  differences  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
lica  and  the  French  Republic,  and  of  restoring 
and  confirming  perfect  harmony  and  good  under- 
standing, and  re-esiablishing  a  commercial  and 
friendly  intercourse  between  them,  aod  reposing 
especial  trust  and  con6dence  in  tlie  integrity,  pru- 
dence, and  abilities,  of  Charles  Cotesworth  Piock- 
ney, John  Marshall,  and  Elbridge  (}erry,  citizens 
of  (be  United  Slates,  1  have  numinated.  and,  by 
aod  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appointed  the  said  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney, 
JuliD  Marshall,  aud  Elbridge  Oerry,  ioioily  aod 
severally,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutea  lu  the  Freoch 


Republic,  hereby  giving  and  granting  to  them, 
and  any  and  each  of  them,  full  power  and  in- 
thority,  and  also  a  general  and  special  command, 
for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  meet 
and  confer  with  the  Ministers.  Commissioner^  « 
Deputies,  of  the  French  Republio,  being  fumiued 
witn  the  like  full  powers,  whether  separately,  or 
jointly,  and  with  them  to  treat,  consult,  and  Dfgo- 
liate,  of  and  concerQiog  all  claims^  and  all  mai- 
lers and  causes  of  difi^rence,  subsisting  betweea 
the  United  Stales  and  the  French  Republic,  f« 
the  purpose  ofsatisfying  and  terminalins  ihe  same 
in  a  just  aod  equitable  maaner;  and  also  of  and 
concerning  the  general  commerce  betweea  the 
United  Slates  and  France,  and  all  other  the  do- 
minions of  the  French  Republic:  and  to  eoochidc 
and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  eoDventioo  or  coa- 
veniioDs,  touebtiu  the  premises;  transmittiog  the 
same  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for  hii 
final  raiificatioD,  by  aod  with  the  advice  aud  eoa- 
seot  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  if  sseh 
advice  and  consent  shall  be  given. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  1  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Uoiled  Slates  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  twenty-second  day  of  Jane,  ia 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seres 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  c^the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  Aneiiea 
the  twenty-first. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  President  of  ihe  United  Sutes: 
T.  PioKBBiiio,  8e^ry  qf  State. 


InatnietioDa  to  Cbarifls  Cotesworth  Pincknqri  ^ 
Hatsball,  and  Elbridge  Geny,  Esqs.,  Edtoji  Gi- 
traordiiuiiy  and  Ministers  PlniipotentisiT  from  Ihe 
United  States  <^  America  to  the  Froich  Repoblie- 

Dgpabthent  op  State,  July  15, 1797. 
Gbktlbmbh:  It  is  known  to  you,  that  the j>eople 
of  the  United  States  of  America  enteruioed  a 
warm  and  sincere  affectioo  for  the  people  of  France, 
ever  since  their  arms  were  united  in  the  war  wilk 
Great  Britain,  which  ended  in  the  full  and  formal 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  tboe 
States.  It  is  known  to  you  that  this  aSec- 
tion  was  ardent,  when  the  French  determia- 
ed  to  reform  their  Gorernmentj  and  establish 
it  on  the  basis  of  liberty;  that  liberty  in  which 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  born,  and 
which,  in  the  conclusion  of  the  war  above  mo- 
tioned, was  finally  and  firmly  secured.  It  u 
known  to  you  that  this  affection  rose  to  enthon- 
asm.  when  the  war  was  kindled  between  Fiaoce 
aod  the  Powers  of  Europe,  which  were  combioed 
against  her  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  restoring 
the  monarchy;  and  everywhere  vows  were  heare 
for  the  success  of  the  French  arms.  Ye:^  during 
this  period,  France  expressed  no  wish  ihat  (be 
United  Stales  should  depart  from  their  neuirality 
And  while  no  duty  required  us  to  enter  into  ibe 
war,  aod  our  best  interests  urged  us  to  remaio  at 
peace,  the  Government  determined  lotakeaoen- 
inl  staiioB:  which  beinf  taken,  the  dutin  «  » 
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impirtiai  neutralitv  became  indispensably  bind- 
ing. Hence  the  Ctorernmeat  early  proclaimed 
to  our  citizens  the  nature  of  those  duties,  and  the 
eoDsequeoces  of  their  violatiun. 

The  Minister  of  France,  Mr.  Genet,  who  arrived 
about  this  lime,  by  his  public  declarations,  con- 
firmed the  idea  that  France  did  not  desire  us  to 
quit  the  ground  we  bad  taken.  His  measures, 
however,  were  calcalated  to  destroy  our  neutrality 
and  to  draw  us  into  the  war. 

The  principles  of  the  proclamation  ofneutrality, 
fonnded  on  the  taw  of  nations,  which  is  the  law 
of  the  land,  were  afterwards  recognised  by  the 
National  Legislaiure,  and  the  observance  of  them 
eoforced  by  specific  penalties  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  *ihe  5ih  of  June,  1794.  By  these 
[viDciples  and  laws  the  acts  of  the  Executive,  and 
the  decisions  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  Slates 
were  regulated. 

A  Governmeut,  thus  fair  and  upright  in  its  prin- 
ciples, and  just  and  impartial  in  its  conduct,  mi^ht 
have  confidently  hoped  to  be  t«ecure  against  lor- 
mal  official  censure;  but  the  United  States  have 
not  been  so  fortunate.  The  acts  of  their  Qovern- 
ment  in  its  various  branches,  though  pure  in 
priocipte  and  impartial  in  operation,  and  conform- 
aUe  to  their  indispensable  rights  of  aovereignty, 
have  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of  the  offensire 
and  iajurioos  measures  of  the  French  Republic. 
For  proofs  of  the  former,  all  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
•rument  maybe  vouched;  while  the  aspersions 
'  so  freely  uttered  by  the  French  Ministers,  the  re- 
fusal to  hear  the  Ministers  of  tbe  United  States 
ipecially  charged  to  enter  on  amicable  discussions 
on  all  the  topics  of  complaint,  the  decrees  of  the 
fiiecuiive  Directory  and  of  their  agents,  the  dep- 
redations on  our  commerce,  and  the  violences 
against  the  persons  of  our  citi2Kos,  are  evidences 
of  the  latter.  Thei^e  injuries  and  denredatious 
will  constitute  an  important  subject  oi  your  dis- 
cnssiDns  with  the  Government  of  tbe  Freoeh  Re- 
pablie;  and  for  all  these  wrongs  you  will  seek 
redress. 

In  respect  to  tbe  depredations  on  our  commerce, 
the  principal  object!*  will  be,  to  agree  on  an  equita- 
ble tnode  of  examining  and  decidiog  tbe  claims 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  manner  and  periods  of 
making  them  compensation.  As  to  the  first,  the 
7th  article  of  the  British,  and  the  2lst  of  the 
Spaoish  Trea^,  present  approved  precedents  to  be 
aaupted  with  France.  The  propraed  mode  of  ad- 
jastiog those  claims,  by  Commissioners  appointed 
on  eacu  side,  is  so  perfectly  fair,  we  cannot  im- 
agine that  it  will  be  refused.  But  when  the  claims 
are  adjusted,  if  payment  in  specie  caDQOt  be  ob- 
tained, it  may  be  found  necessary  to  agree,  in  be- 
half of  our  citizens,  that  they  shall  accept  public 
securities,  pa vable  with  interest  at  such  periods  as 
the  state  of  toe  French  finances  shall  render  prac- 
Itcahle.  These  periods  you  will  endeavor  as  far 
as  possible  to  shorten.  * 

Nut  only  the  recent  depredations,  under  color 
of  the  decrees  of  the  Directory  of  the  2d  of  July, 
1796,  and  the  2d  of  March,  1797,  or  under  the  de- 
crees of  their  agents,  or  tbe  illegal  sentences  of 
their  tribuaals,  1>ttt  all  prior  oiua^  not  already 


satisfactorily  adjusted,  should  be  put  in  this  equi- 
table train  of  seiilemt-nt.  To  cancel  many  or  all 
of  the  last  mentioned  claims^  might  be  the  effect 
of  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Direciory  of  the 
2d  of  March  last,  reviving  tbe  decree  of  the  9th  of 
May,  1793;  but  this  being  an  expost  facto  regwla- 
tiou,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  cannot  oe  obliga- 
tory on  the  former.  Indeed,  the  greater  part,  pro- 
bably nearly  all,  the  captures  and  confiscations  in 
question  hare  been  committed  in  direct  violation 
of  that  treaty  or  of  the  law  of  nations.  But  the 
injuries  arising  from  the  capture  of  enemies'  pro- 
perty, in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
very  extensive;  and  if  for  such  captured  property 
the  French  Government  will,  agreeably  to  the 
law  of  nations,  pay  the  freight  and  reasonable  de- 
murrage, wc  shall  not,  on  this  account, any  further 
contend.  But  of  ship  timber  and  naval  stores 
taken  and  confiscated  by  the  French,  they  ought 
to  pay  the  full  value;  because  our  citizens  con- 
tinued their  traffic  iu  those  articles,  under  the 
faith  of  the  treaty  with  France.  On  these  two 
points  we  ought  to  expect  that  the  French  Gov- 
ernment will  not  refuse  to  do  us  justice:  and  tbe 
more,  because  it  has  not,  at  any  period  of  the  war, 
expressed  its  desire  that  the  commercial  treaty 
should  in  these  respects  be  altered. 

Besides  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  depreda- 
tions on  their  properly,  there  are  many  arising 
from  express  contracts  made  with  the  French 
Government  or  its  agents,  or  founded  on  the  teiz- 
ure  of  their  property  in  French  ports.  Other 
claims  have  arisen  from  the  long  detention  of  a 
multitude  of  our  vessels  in  the  ports  of  France. 
The  wrong  hereby  done  to  our  citizens  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  French  Government,  and,  in 
some,  perhaps  in  most^  of  the  cases,  small  pay- 
ments towards  indemnifications  have  been  made: 
the  residue  still  remains  to  he  claimed. 

All  these  just  demands  of  our  citizens  will 
merit  your  attention.  The  best  possible  means  of 
compensation  roust  be  attempted.  These  will  de- 
pend on  what  you  shall  discover  to  be  practicable 
in  relation  to  the  French  finances.  But  an  ex* 
ceplion  must  be  made  in  respect  to  debts  due  to 
our  citizens  by  the  contracts  of  the  French  Got- 
ernment  and  its  agents,  if  they  are  comprehended 
in  any  stipulation ;  and  an  option  reserrra  to  them, 
joiutfy  or  individually,  either  to  accept  the  means 
of  payment  which  you  shall  stipulate,  or  resort  to 
the  French  Government,  directly,  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  its  contracts. 

Although  the  reparation  for  losses  sustained  by 
tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  irregular  or  illegal  captures  or  condemnations, 
or  forcible  seizures  or  detentions,  is  of  very  high 
importance,  and  Is  to  be  pressed  with  the  greatest 
earnestness,  yet  it  ht  not  to  be  insisted  on  as  ao 
indispensable  condition  of  the  proposed  treaty. 

Yon  are  not,  however,  to  renounce  these  claims 
of  our  citizens,  nor  to  stipulate  that  they  may  be 
assumed  by  the  United  States  as  a  loan  to  the 
French  Goremment. 

In  respect  to  the  alterations  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  Fiance,  in  the  two  eases  which  hare 
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been  principat  subjects  of  complaint  on  her  part, 
viz:  enemies'  properly  in  neutral  ships,  and  the 
articles  contraband  of  war;  although  France  can 
have  no  right  to  claim  the  annulling  of  stipula- 
tions at  the  moment  when,  by  both  parties,  tbey 
were  originally  intended  to  operate:  yet,  if  the 
French  (^rernmeo  t  press  fur  alterations,  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  difficulty  in  substituting  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations,  as  statied  in  the  17th  and 
18th  articles  of  our  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  to  (hose  of  the  33d  and  24th  articles  of 
onr  commercial  treaty  with  France  ;  and,  in  re- 
spect to  provisions  and  other  articles  not  usually 
deemed  contraband,  you  are  to  agree  only  on  a 
temporary  compromise  like  that  in  the  18th  arti- 
cle of  the  British  Treaty,  and  of  the  same  duration. 
If,  however,  in  order  to  satisfy  France,  now  sfte  %$ 
at  war,  we  change  the  two  important  articles  be- 
fore mentioned,  then  the  14th  article  ofthe French 
Treaty,  which  subjects  the  property  of  the  neutral 
nation  found  on  board  enemies*  snips  to  capture 
and  condemnation,  must  of  course  be  abolished. 

We  have  witnessed  so  many  erroneous  con- 
structions of  the  treaty  with  France,  even  in  its 
plainest  parts,  it  will  be  necessary  (o  examine 
every  article  critically,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
reatmg,  as  far  as  human  wisdom  can  prevent,  all 
future  misinterpretations.  The  kind  of  docu- 
ments necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  neutral 
TesseU  should  be  enumerated  and  minutely  de- 
scribed; the  cases  in  which  a  sea-letter  should  be 
required  may  be  specified ;  the  want  of  a  sea-letter 
should  not  of  itself  be  a  cause  of  confiscation, 
where  other  reasonable  proof  of  property  is  pro- 
duced; and,  where  such  proof  is  furnished,  the 
wnt  of  8  sea<letter  should  go  no  further  thao  to 
save  the  captor  from  damages  for  detaining  and 
bringing  in  the  neutral  vessel.  The  proportion  of 
the  vessel's  crew  which  may  be  foreigners  should 
be  agreed  on.  Perhaps  it  will  be  expedient  lo  in- 
troduce divers  other  regulations  conformably  to 
the  marine  laws  of  France.  Whenever  these  are 
to  operate  on  the  commerce  ofthe  United  States, 
our  safety  requires  that,  as  far  as  possible,  they  be  i 
fixed  by  treaty.  And  it  will  be  desired  to  stipu- 
late a^inst  any  ex  pott  facto  law  or  regulation, 
under  any  pretence  whatever. 

Great  Britain  has  often  claimed  a  right,  and 
practised  upon  it,  to  prohibit  neutral  nations  car- 
rying on  a  commerce  with  her  enemies  which 
had  not  been  allowed  in  time  of  peace.  On  this 
head,  it  will  be  desirable  to  come  to  an  explicit 
understanding  with  France,  and,  if  possible,  to 
ohviate-the  claim  by  an  express  stipulation. 

Such  extensive  depredations  have  been  com- 
mitted on  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  and  especially 
ofthe  United  States,  by  the  citizens  of  France, 
under  pretence  that  her  enemies  (particularly 
Great  Britain)  have  done  the  same  things,  it  will 
be  desirable  to  hare  it  explicitly  stipulated  that 
the  conduct  of  an  enemy  towards  the  neutral 
Power,  shall  not  authorize  or  excuse  the  other 
belligerent  Power  in  any  departure  from  the  law 
of  nations  or  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty ;  espe- 
cially that  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  nation  shall 
DflTCr  be  captured  or  detained,  or  their  property 


confiscated  or  injured,  because  bound  to  or  from 
an  enemy's  port,  except  the  case  of  a  blockaded 
port,  the  entering  into  which  may  be  prevented 
according  to  the  knawn  rule  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. And  it  may  be  expedient  to  define  a  block* 
aded  place  or  port  to  be  one  actually  invested  bj 
land  or  naval  forces,  or  both,  and  that  no  dedaror 
turn  of  a  blockade  shall  have  any  efifect  withoat 
such  actual  investment.  And  no  commercial 
right  whatever  should  be  abandoned  which  is  se- 
cured to  neutral  Powers  by  the  European  lav  of 
nations. 

The  foregoing  articles  being  those  which  the 
French  Government  has  made  the  ostensible 
grounds  of  its  principal  complaints,  they  bare 
naturallir  been  first  brought  into  view.  But  the 
proposed  alterations  and  arrangements  suggest  the 

{Topriety  of  revising  all  our  treaties  with  France, 
n  such  revisitm,  the  first  object  that  will  attrut 
your  attention  is  the  reciprocal  guaranty,  m  the 
11th  article  of  thetreaty  ofalltaitce.  Tbisguiranif 
we  are  perfectly  willing  to  renounce.  The  goat- 
anty  by  France  of  the  liberty,  sovereigoty,  and 
independence  of  the  United  States,  will  add  notfa- 
iug  to  our  security;  while,  on  the  contrary, oar  j 
guaranty  of  the  possessions  of  France  in  Ameiia 
will  perpetually  expose  us  to  the  risk  and  expense 
of  war,  or  to  disputes  and  questions  coacerning 
our  national  faith. 

When  Mr.  Genet  was  sent  as  the  Mioisier  of 
the  French  Republic  to  the  United  States,  its  ni^ 
uation  was  embarrassed,  and  the  success  of  ib 
measures  problematical.  In  such  circamstances, 
it  was  natural  that  France  should  turn  her  eye  to 
the  mutual  guaranty ;  and,  accordiogly,  it  wu 
required,  in  Mr.  Genet's  instructions,  to  be  '^aa 
essential  clause  in  the  new  treaty."  which  be  vai 
to  propose,  and  on  the  ground  "  that  it  nearly  coB' 
cerned  the  peace  ana  prosperity  of  the  French 
nation,  that  a  people  whose  resources  increase 
beyond  all  calcnlation,  and  whom  nature  bas  ' 
placed  so  near  their  rich  colonies,  should  become  I 
interested,  by  their  own  engagements,  in  tfaej^e*  I 
servatioD  of^  those  islands."  But,  at  this  time, 
France,  powerful  by  her  victories,  and  secure  in 
her  triumphs,  may  less  regard  the  reciprocal 
guaranty,  with  the  United  States,  and  be  willing 
to  relinquish  it  Asa  sabsiitnte  for  the  recipro- 
cal guaranty  and  renunciation  of  the  same  terri* 
tories  and  possessions  that  were  subjects  of  the 
guaranty  and  renunciation  in  the 6th  and  11th  a^ 
titles  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  Such  a  renancia- 
tion  on  our  part  would  obriate  the  reason  assigned 
in  the  instruction  to  Mr.  Genet  before  cited,  of 
future  danger  from  the  rapidly  growin^f  power  of 
the  United  States.  But  if  France  insists  on  the 
mutual  guaranty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  aim  at 
some  modification  of  it. 

The  existing  engagement  is  of  that  kind  i^ich, 
by  writers  .on  the  law  of  nations,  is  called  a  gen- 
eral guaranty ;  of  course  the  ca*w  faderi*  can 
never  occur  except  in  a  defensive  war.  The  na- 
ture of  this  obligation  is  understood  to  be  that, 
when  a  war  leaWy  and  truly  defensive  exis^  the 
engaging  nation  is  bound  to  furnish  an  cfiectsil 
and  adequate  defence,  inco-operaCion  with  iheFOi^ 
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a  •ttaeked :  wlwnee  it  followo  that  the  nation  may 
be  required,  in  some  cireamstances,  to  bring  for- 
ward its  whole  force.  The  nature  and  extent  of 
the  succors  demaadable  not  l>eiog  ascertained, 
engagements  ctf  this  kind  are  dangerous  on  ac- 
cooot  of  their  uncertainty.  There  is  always  haz- 
ard of  doing  too  much  ortoo  little,  and,  of  course, 
in  bein^  involved  in  involuatary  rupture. 

Specific  succors  have  the  advantage  of  cer- 
tainty, and  are  less  liable  to  occasion  war.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  general  guaranty  allows  a  lati- 
tode  for  the  exercise  of  Judgment  and  discretion. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  instead  of 
troops  or  ships  of  war,  it  will  be  convenient  to 
stipulaie  for  a  moderate  sum  of  moo^,  or  quan- 
tity of  i»OTisioiU;  at  the  option  of  France ;  the 
provisions  to  be  ddivemi  at  our  own  ports  in  any 
fiilare  defensive  wars.  The  sum  of  money,  or  its 
value  in  provisions,  ought  not  to  exceed  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  a  year,  during  any  such 
wars.  The  reciprocal  stipulation  on  the  part  of 
France  may  be  to  furnish  annually  the  like  sum 
of  moaey.or  an  equivalent  in  military  stores  and 
dotbiog  for  troops,  at  the  option  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  be  delivered  in  the  potts  of  France. 

Particular  caution,  however,  must  be  used  in 
discussing  this  subject,  not  to  admit  any  claims 
on  ihe  ground  of  the  guaranty,  in  relation  to  the 
existing  war;  as  we  do  not  allow  that  the  castu 
ffderiB  applies  to  it.  And  if  the  war  should  eoo- 
Uane  after  your  arrival  in  France,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  guaranty  should  not  be.  mentioned  on 
her  [«rt,  you  may  yourselves  be  silenton  the  sub- 
ject, if  you  deem  it  most  f^dait. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  ootiee  such  articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  as  hare  been  differently 
eoBstroed  by  the  two  GoTemments,  w  which  it 
mav  be  expedient  to  amend  or  explain. 

Abt.  II.  The  assent  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  treaty^  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  law  of  nations  respecting  enemies'  property 
in  neutral  ships,  and  ship  timber  and  naval  stores, 
and,  in  some  cases,  provisions,  as  contraband  of 
war,  the  French  Qovernmeni  has  chosen  to  con- 
sider as  a  voluntary  grant  of  favors,  in  respect  to 
commerce  and  navigation,  to  Great  Britain,  and 
that,  consequently,  the  same  favors  have  become 
common  to  France.  This  construction  is  so  for- 
si^  from  our  ideas  of  the  meaning  and  design  of 
thu  article,  it  shows  the  neeessi^  of  reviewing 
allthe  articles,  and  however  clear  thef  may  ap- 
IMat,of  attempting  to  obviate  future  miseonstruc- 
tioDs,  by  declaratory  explanations  or  a  change  of 
terms. 

Abt.  V.  France  has  repeatedly  contended  that 
the  imposition  of  fifty  per  cent,  per  ton,  on  French 
vessels  arriving  in  the  United  States,  is  contrary 
to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty.  The  arguments 
in  sapport  of  this  pretension  are  unknown ;  but  it 
is  presumed  to  be  unfounded.  The  reciprocal 
rigiits  of  laying  "  duties  or  imposts  of  what  na- 
ture soever,"  equal  to  those  imposed  on  the  most 
favored  nations,  and  without  any  other  restrictions, 
•nmsto  be  clearly  settled  by  the  3d  and  4th  arti- 
des.  The  5th  article  appears  to  have  been  in- 
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tended  merely  to  de6ne  or  qualify  the  rights  of 
American  vessels  in  France.  It  is,  however,  desi- 
rable that  the  question  be  understood,  and  all  doubt 
concerning  it  removed.  But  the  introduction  of 
a  principle  of  discrimioation  between  the  vessels 
of  different  foreign  nations,  and  io  derogation 
of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  raise  revenue  by 
uniform  duties  on  any  objects  whatever,  cannot 
be  hazarded.  The  natoralixation  of  French  ves- 
sels wiU.  of  course,  be  considered  as  inadmiss^ 
ble. 

Abt.  VIII.  The  stipulation  of  doing  us  good 
offices,  to  secure  peace  to  the  United  States  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  has  never  yet  procured  us 
any  advantage.  If,  therefore,  theFiench  Govern- 
ment lays  anv  stress  on  this  slipalatioo,  as  an- 
tboriziog  a  claim  for  some  other  engagement 
from  us  m  favor  of  France,  it  may  bearaodffiifid  ) 
and  especially  if  its  abrogation  can  be  ai^lied  M 
a  set-off  against  some  existing  French  claim. 

Art.  XIV.  If  the  alterations  already  proposed 
are  made  in  the  23d  or  S4th  articles,  then  the  lltb 
article,  as  before  observed,  must  be  abolished. 

Art.  XVII.  The  coostruction  put  on  this  arti- 
cle by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
conceived  to  be  reasonable  and  just,  and  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  insisted  on.  The  tribunals  of  the  re- 
spective countries  will  consequently  be  justified 
in  taking  C(^nizance  of  all  captures  made  with- 
in their  respective  jurif^dicttons,  or  by  itletral  pri* 
vateers;  and  those  of  one  country  will  be  deemed 
illegal  which  are  fitted  out  in  the  country  of  the 
other  remaining  neutral ;  seeing  to  permit  sueli 
arming  would  violate  the  aeatnd  duties  of  the 
latter. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  fix  explicitly  the  recep- 
tion to  be  (riven  to  public  shim  of  war  of  all  nap 
tioDs.  The  French  Ministers  have  demanded  that 
the  public  ships  of  the  enemies  of  France,  which 
at  any  time,  and  in  any  part  of  the  world,  had 
made  prize  of  a  French  vessel,  should  be  excluded 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  although 
they  brotight  io  no  prize  with  them.  In  oppost- 
tion  to  this  demand,  we  have  contended  that  ther 
were  to  be  excluded  only  when  they  came  in  witn 
French  prizes.  And  the  kind  of  asylum  to  be  af- 
forded 10  all  other  circumstances  is  described  in 
Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated  the 
9th  of  September,  1793,  in  the  following  words: 
^  Thus,  then,  the  pnUie  ships  of  war  of  both  na- 
tions (English  aod  French)  enjoy  a  perfect  equal- 
ity in  our  ports ;  first,  in  cases  oi  urgent  necessi- 
ty ;  second,  in  cases  of  comfort  or  eonvenience j 
and  third,  in  the  time  they  choose  to  coatinne." 
And  such  shelter  and  accommodation  an  doe  to 
the  public  ships  of  all  nations,  on  toe  principle  of 
hospitality  among  friendly  nations. 

It  will  also  be  enwdient  explicitly  to  declare 
that  the  right  of  asylum  stipulated  for  the  armed 
vessels  of  France,  and  their  prizes,  gives  no  right 
to  make  sale  of  their  prizes. 

But  when  prize  ships  are  so  disabled  as  to  be 
incapable  of  putting  to  sea  again,  until  refitted, 
and  when  they  are  utterly  disabled,  some  provi- 
sion is  necessary  relative  to  their  cargoes.  Both 
cases  occurred  hut  year.  The  Qovnnmeiit  per* 
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mitted,  though  with  hesitation  and  c&ution,  the  I 
cargoes  to  be  unloaded,  one  of  the  vessels  to  be  I 
repaired,  and  part  of  the  prize  zoods  sold  to  pay 
for  the  repairs,  and  the  cargo  of  the  vessel  that 
was  found  unnt  even  to  go  to  sea  again,  was  al- 
lowed to  be  exported  as  prize  goods,  even  in  neu- 
tral bottoms.  The  doubts  on  these  occasions 
arose  from  the  24th  article  of  the  British  Treaty, 
forbidding  the  sale  of  the  pri2es  of  privateers,  or 
the  exchanging  of  the  same  in  any  other  maaaer 
whatever.  But,  as  French  prizes  were  entitled  to 
an  asylum  in  oar  ports,  it  was  concrired  to  be 
a  reasoaable  eonstruetion  of  it,  to  allow  of  such 
proceedings  as  those  above  mentioned,  to  prevent 
the  total  loss  of  ressds  and  cargoes.  The  25th 
article  of  the  British  Treaty  demands  attention ;  as 
it  in  therein  stipulated  that  no  future  treaty  shall 
be  made  that  shall  be  inconsistent  with  that  or  the 
24th  article.  Another  doubt  arose,  whether  the 
British  Treaty  did  not,  in  good  faith,  require  the 
prohibition  of  the  sale  of  prizes  made  by  the  na- 
tional ships  of  France,  ax  well  as  of  those  made 
hv  ber  privateers,  especially  seeing  our  treaty  with 
France  gave  her  no  right  to  sell  any  prizes  what- 
ever ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  conceived  that 
the  United  States  having  been  allowed  (he  sale 
of  such  prizes,  and  the  prohibition  in  the  24th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  being  distinctly  pointed  against 
the  sale  of  the  prizes  of  privateers,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  permit  the  former  practice  to  continue, 
until  the  Executive  should  make  and  publish  a 
prohibition  of  ihe  sale  of  all  prizes,  or  that  Con- 
gress should  pass  a  prohibitory  law. 

Art.  XXII.  If,  in  new  modelling  the  treaty 
with  France,  the  total  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  party  remaining  neutral 
should  not  be  agreed  on.  at  least  the  right  of  each 
Power  to  make,  at  its  pleasure,  such  prohibition, 
whether  they  are  prizes  of  national  ships  or  pri- 
vateers, should  be  acknowledged,  for  the  reason 
more  than  once  suggested — to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  claims  upon  unfounded  constructions — 
such  as,  under  the  present  article,  that  a  prohibi- 
tion to  an  enemy  of  either  party  is  a  grant  to  the 
other  of  the  thini;  forbidden. 

Art.  XXIII  and  XXIV.  These  have  been  al- 
ready considered,  and  the  alterations  proposed 
have  been  meutioned. 

There  have  been  so  many  unjust  causes  and 
pretences  assigned  for  capturing  and  confiscating 
American  vesseb,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  impossible 
to  ^ard  against  a  repetition  of  them  in  any  treaty 
which  can  be  devised.  To  state  the  causes  and 
tenees  that  have  been  already  advanced  by  the 
vernment  of  France,  its  agents,  and  tribunals, 
as  the  grounds  of  the  capture  and  condemnation 
of  American  vessels  and  cargoes,  would,  doubt- 
less, give  pain  to  any  man  of  an  ingenuous  mind, 
who  should  be  employed  on  the  part  of  France  to 
negotiate  another  treaty,  or  a  modification  of  the 
treaties  which  exist.  It  is  not  desired,  therefore, 
to  go  Airther  into  detail  on  these  matters  than 
shall  be  necessary  to  guard,  by  explicit  stipula- 
tiosa.  agaiiist  future  misconstructions,  and  the 
nuaehietB  they  will  naturally  produce. 
Under  pretence  that  certain  ports  were  sorcen- 


dered  to  the  Engluh  by  the  treachery  of  the  Preach 
and  Dutch  inhabitants,  Victor  Hugues  and  Lebu, 
the  special  agents  of  the  Executive  Directory,  at 
Guadaloupe,  nave  declared  that  all  neutral  vesseb 
bound  to  or  from  such  ports,  shall  be  good  prize. 

Under  the  pretence  that  the  British  were  taking 
all  neutral  vessels  bound  to  or  from  Freocb  ports, 
the  French  aeents  at  Bt.  Domingo,  (Saaihoaax 
and  others^  decreed  that  alt  American  vessels 
to  or  from  English  porta  should  be  captured;  and 
they  have  since  declared  such  captured  vessnslo 
be  good  prize.  The  French  Consuls  in  Spain 
have,  on  the  same  ground,  condemned  a  nomlcT 
of  American  vesseb,  merely  because  they  w« 
destined  to,  or  coming  from,  an  English  pcni. 

Undef  the  pretence  that  sea-letters  or  passports 
prescribi-d  by  the  commercial  treaty,  for  the  mn- 
tual  advantage  of  the  merchants  and  navigators 
of  the  two  nations,  to  dare  their  vessels  from  de- 
tention and  other  vexations,  when  met  with  al 
sea.  by  presenting  so  clear  a  proof  of  the  property, 
are  an  indispensable  document  to  be  found  od 
board,  the  French  .confiscate  American  vessels 
destitute  of  them,  even  when  they  acknowledge 
the  property  to  be  American. 

Because  horses  and  their  military  furniture, 
when  destined  to  any  enemy's  port,  are. by  the' 
24th  article  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  declared 
contraband,  and  as  such,  by  thenuelvn,  only  Ui* 
bte  to  confiscation,  Hugues  and  Lebaa  decreed  all 
neutral  vessels,  haviDg  horses  or  any  other  con- 
traband good»on  board,  should  be  good  prize; 
and  they  accordingly  condemned  vessels  sod 
cargoes. 

The  ancient  ordinances  of  the  French  Hofi- 
archs  required  a  variety  of  papers  to  be  on  boaii 
neutral  vessels,  the  want  of  any  one  of  which  ii 
made  a  cause  of  condemnation  ;  although  the 
25ih  article  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  mentioiu 
what  certificate  shall  accompany  the  merchant 
vessels  and  cargoes  of  each  party,  and  which,  by 
every  reasonabfe  cimstruetioD,  ought  logiretheD 
protection. 

It  will  therefore  be  advisable  to  guard  agaiost 
abuses  by  descending  to  particulars:  todestnibe 
the  ship's  papers  which  shall  be  required,  and  to 
declare  that  the  want  of  any  other  shall  not  be 
a  cause  for  confiscation :  to  fix  the  mode  of  man- 
ning vessds  as  th  the  officers,  and  the  propcvtioa 
of  the  crews  who  shall  be  citizens ;  endeavoriaf 
to  provide,  in  respect  to  American  vessels,  that 
more  than  one-third  may  be  foreigners.  Thit 
provision  will  be  important  to  the  Soutbna 
States,  which  have  but  few  native  seamen. 

The  marine  ordinances  of  France  will  show 
what  regulations  have  been  required  to  be  oh 
served  by  allied  as  well  as  neutral  Powers  in  gen- 
eral, to  ascertain  and  secure  the  property  of  neu- 
trals. Some  of  these  regulations  may  be  highly 
pro^r  to  be  adopted  ;  wbile  others  may  b^ncon- 
venient  and  burdensome.  Your  aim  will  be,  to 
render  the  documents  and  formalities  as  few  and 
as  simple  as  will  consist  with  a  fair  and  regultr 
commerce. 

Art.  XXV  and  XXVII.  These  two  article 
should  be  rendered  conformable  to  each  other. 
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The  27th  says  that,  after  the  exhibition  of  the 
passport,  the  ressel  shall  be  allowed  to  [)a3s  with- 
oat  molestation  or  search,  without  ffiving  her 
chase,  or  forcing  her  to  quit  her  inteaaed  course. 
The  85th  requires  that,  beaides  the  passport,  ves- 
sels shall  be  furnished  with  certain  certificates, 
which,  of  course,  must  also  be  exhibited.  It  will 
be  expedient  to  add,  that,  if  in  the  face  of  such 
CTideQce,  the  armed  vessel  will  carry  the  other 
into  port,  and  the  papers  are  found  conformable 
to  treaty,  the  captors  shall  be  coodemned  in  all 
thechargts,  damages,  and  interest  thereof,  which 
they  aball  have  caused.  A  provision  of  this  na- 
ture is  made  in  the  Utb  article  of  our  treaty  with 
the  Uoited  Netherlands. 

Abt.  XXVIII.  The  prohibited  goods  here  men- 
tioned have  no  relation  to  contraband,  but  mere- 
ly to  sQch  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  are  for- 
bidden to  be  exported.  Tet,  in  the  case  of  ex- 
portine  horses  from  Virginia,  which  no  law  pro- 
tiibitea,  in  the  Winter  of  1706,  this  article  was 
applied  bv  the  French  Minister  to  horses,  which, 
by  the  French  Treaty,  are  contraband  of  war. 
And  a  letter  from  the  Minister  to  Victor  Hugues 
and  Lebaa,  informing  them  that  the  American  Gov- 
erament  refused  to  prevent  such  export  of  horses 
by  the  British,  is  made  one  ground  for  their  de- 
cree above  meotioned. 

Abt.  XXX.  The  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
oogfat  to  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  France  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  vessels  ttf  France  are  ad- 
miued  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  But 
soch  a  stipulation  ought  not  to  authorize  the  ad- 
mission of  vessels  of  either  party  into  the  ports  of 
the  other,  into  which  the  admission  of  all  foreign 
vessels  shall  be  forbidden,  by  the  laws  of  France 
and  of  the  United  States,  respectively.  With  this 
restriction,  the  principles  of  the  14th  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  afford  a  liberal  and  un- 
exceptionable precedent.  A  restriction  like  that 
here  referred  to,  will  be  found  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  third  article  of  the  British  Treaty. 

The  commerce  to  the  French  colonies  in  the 
Kast  and  West  Indies  will,  doubtless,  be  more  or 
less  restricted,  according  to  the  nsage  of  other  Eu- 
ropean nations.  Yet,  on  account  of  the  disar- 
naged  condition  of  the  French  navigation,  prob- 
nbly  a  larger  latitude  of  trade  with  their  colonies 
will  be  readily  permitted  for  a  term  of  years ;  and, 
perhaps,  the  mutual  advanti^s  thence  resulting 
will  be  found  ao  great  as  to  induce,  afterwards,  a 
prolongatioii  of  that  term,  to  which  the  course  of 
habit  or  business  may  contribute. 

While,  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
diere  shall  subsist  a  perfect  reciprocity  in  respect 
to  tommerce,  we  must  endeavor  to  extend  our 
trade  to  her  colonies  to  as  many  articles  as  pos- 
nUc;  Of  these,  the  most  important  are  provisions 
(^all  kinds,  as  beef,  pork,  flour,  butter,  cheese,  fish, 
gnia,  puls&  live  stock,  and  every  other  article 
wrvingformod,  which  is  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
Uj,  horses^  mules,  timber,  {^nks,  and  wood  of  all 
kinds,  cabinet  ware,  and  other  manufactures  of 
the  United  States;  and  to  obtain,  in  return,  all 
the  artidesof  the  produce  of  those  colonies,  with- 


out exception,  at  least  to  the  value  of  the  cargoes 
to  those  colonies. 

There  have  been  different  constructiona  of  the 
Consular  Convention.  The  French  hare  contend- 
ed for  the  execution  of  their  consular  decisions, 
by  the  marshal  or  other  ofiScer  of  the  United 
States  J  and  their  Minister  of  Justice  has  formally 
stated  in  a  report  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, that  the  judicial  sentences  of  the  American 
Consuls  in  France  will  be  executed  by  certain 
officers  of  justice  in  that  country.  The  l^al 
opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  ITniied  States, 
which  the  Qovemment  has  adopted,  opposes  such 
a  construction.  The  French  have  also  contended 
that  deserters  from  French  vessels  ought  to  be 
apprehended  by  the  judicial  officers  of  the  United 
States,  upon  other  evidence  than  the  original  ship- 
ping paper,  or  Hie  (P^quipage  ;  whereas,  the  dis- 
trict judges  have  insisted  that  the  Consular  Con- 
vention requires  the  original  rtle  to  be  produced. 
This  claim  was  lately  reviewed  by  the  Consul 
General  of  the  French  Republic.  The  correspond- 
ence, on  this  occasion,  will  be  joined  to  the  other 
documents  which  accompany  these  instructions. 

The  United  Slates  cannot  consent  to  the  erect- 
ing of  foreign  tribunals  within  t^eir  jurisdiction. 
We  consider  the  judicial  authority  of  Consuls,  as 
described  in  the  Consular  Convention,  to  be  vol- 
untary, not  compulsory,  in  the  country  where  they 
reside;  and  that  their  decisions,  if  not  obeyed  by 
the  parties,  respectively,  musf  be  enforced  by  the 
laws  of  their  proper  country ;  and  such  a  provis- 
ion, you  will  see,  nas  been  made  in  France,  where 
a  penalty  of  fourteen  hundred  livres  is  imposed 
on  the  citizen  who  refuses  obedience  to  consular 
decision  in  a  foreign  Slate. 

The  Consular  Convention  will  expire  in  about 
four  years ;  and  if  any  great  difficulties  arise  in 
settling  the  terms  of  a  new  one,  that  which  exists 
must  take  its  course}  buLif  the  French  Qovern- 
meot  should  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  Con- 
sular Convention,  silence  may  be  observed  on 
your  part. 

The  ports  of  the  United  States  being  frequent- 
ed by  the  vessels  of  different  belligerent  Powers,  it 
became  necessary  to  resulate  the  times  of  their  sail- 
ing. The  President,  therefore,  adopted  what  was 
understood  to  be  the  received  rule  in  Europe ; 
and  ordered  that,  after  the  sailing  of  a  vessel  of 
one  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  twenty -four  hours 
should  elapse  before  an  armed  vessel  of  an  enemy 
should  set  sail.  This  rule  has  not  been  duty  re- 
spected by  the  armed  vessels  of  France  and  Great 
Britaio. 

As  the  tranquillity  of  the  United  States  requires 
that  no  hostile  movements  be  commenced  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  the  interests  of  commerce 
demand  an  entire  freedom  to  the  departure  of  ve^ 
sels  from  their  ports,  it  may  be  expedient  express- 
ly to  recognise  the  above-mentioned  rale. 

It  will  also  be  expedient  to  agree  on  the  extent 
of  territorial  jurisdiction  on  the  seacoast,  and  iu 
what  situations  bays  and  sounds  may  be  said  to 
be  land-locked,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
sovereign  of  the  adjacent  country. 

On  the  supposition  that  a  treaty  will  be  nego- 
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dated  to  alter  and  ameDd  the  treaties  which  now 
exist  between  France  aod  the  United  Slates,  the 
foUowing  leading  principles,  to  gorera  the  oego- 
tifttion,  are  subjoined: 

1.  Conscious  integritr  authomea  the  Govem- 
meiit  to  insist,  that  no  Name  or  censure  be  direct- 
ly, or  indirectlv,  impoted  to  the  United  States. 
But,  on  the  othCT  hand,  bowerer  exceptionable 
in  the  view  of  our  own  Goremment,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  an  impartial  world,  may  bare  been  the 
conduct  of  France,  yet  she  may  be  anwilliog  to 
ackaowledge  any  aggressions,  and  we  do  not  wish 
to  wound  her  feelings,  or  to  excite  resentment. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  best  to  adopt,  on  this  point, 
the  principle  of  the  British  Treaty,  and  "  termi- 
nate our  differences  in  such  manner,  as,  without 
referring  to  the  merits  of  our  respective  complaints 
and  pretensions,  may  be  the  beot  calculated  to 
prodace  mutual  satisfaction  and  good  understand- 
ing.'^ 

2.  That  no  aid  be  stipulated  in  favor  of  France 
dtuinff  the  present  war. 

3.  That  no  engagement  be  made  inconsistent 
with  the  obligations  of  any  prior  treaty. 

4.  That  no  restraint  on  our  lawAil  commoce 
with  any  other  nation  be  admitted. 

5.  Tluit  no  Btipnlation  be  made,  under  color  of 
which  tribunals  can  be  established  within  our  ju- 
risdictioujor  personal  privileges  claimed  by  French 
citizens  incompatible  with  the  complete  sove- 
reignty and  independence  of  (he  United  States, 
in  matters  of  policy,  commerce,  and  government. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  limit  the  duration  of  the 
treaty  to  a  term  of  from  ten  to  twenty  years. 
Such  changes  in  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
parties  are  likely  to  happen  within  either  of  those 
periods,  as  to  give  one  or  both  good  reason  to  de- 
sire a  change  in  the  conditions  of  the  treaty. 
From  this  limitation  may  be  excepted  such  arti- 
cles M  are  declaratory  o^a  state  of  peace,  or  as  are 
intended  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  two  na- 
tions at  the  commencement  o^  or  during  a  state  of, 
war,  or  which  are  founded  m  morality  and  jus- 
tice, and  are,  in  their  nature,  of  perpetual  obltga- 
ttoa.  Of  this  kind  may  be  considered  the  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain;  which, 
therefore,  may  very  properly  be  introduced  into 
the  treaty  with  France. 

Finally,  the  great  object  of  the  Government  be- 
ing to  do  justice  to  France  and  her  citizens,  if 
in  anything  we  have  injured  them;  to  obtain 
justice  for  the  multiplied  injuries  they  have  com- 
mitted against  us.  and  to  preserve  peace ;  your 
style  and  manner  of  proceeding  will  be  such  as 
dull  most  directly  tend  to  secure  these  objects. 
There  may  be  such  a  change  of  men  and  meas- 
ures in  France,  as  will  authorize,  perhaps  render 
politic,  the  use  of  strong  language  in  describing 
the  treatment  we  have  received.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  French  Government  may  be  determin 
ed  to  frustrate  the  negotiation,  and  throw  the  odi 
nm  on  this  country  ;  in  which  case,  anything  like 
warmth  and  h3rshoe3.<;  would  be  made  the  pre- 
text. If  things  remain  in  their  present  situation 
the  style  of  representation  will  unite,  as  much  as 
potsitnc,  calm  dignity  with  simplicity,  force  of 


sentiment  with  mildness  of  language,  and  be  cal- 
culated to  impress  an  idea  of  inflexible  persever- 
ance, rather  than  of  distrust  or  confidence. 

With  these  instructions  you  will  receive  the 
fdlowing  documents : 

1.  The  printed  state  papers,  containing  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  French  Minister,  Mr.  Genet. 

2.  The  letter,  dated  January  16th,  1797,  from 
the  Secretory  of  State,  to  General  Pinckney,  and 
the  documents  therein  referred  to,  in  which  all 
the  known  complaints  of  the  French  Government, 
since  the  recall  of  Mr.  Genet,  are  exhibited  and 
discussed. 

3.  A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
House  of  Represeototives.  dated  the  27th  of  Feb- 
mry,  1797,  exhibiting  the  slate  of  American  claioM 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  French  Gorem- 
ment, (but  few  of  which  had  been  satisfied)  to* 
getber  with  some  further  iofonnation  relative  to 
the  depredations  by  the  officers  aod  people  of  thftt 
nation  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

4.  A  report  made  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  31st  at 
June,  1797,  and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  m 
the  22d. 

5.  Certain  original  depositions,  protests,  UM 
other  papers,  relative  to  the  French  spoliaticais  « 
the  commerce,  and  personal  insults  and  injoiies 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

6.  The  documents  laid  before  the  House  erf 
Representatives,  the  17lh  of  May,  1797,  relative  to 
General  Pinckney's  mission  to  Paris,  and  comr 
prehending  some  papers  relative  to  the  capture 
and  condemnation  m  American  vessels  by  the 
French. 

7.  The  correspondence  with  the  French  Coosu 
General,  L^tombe,  relative  to  the  Consular  Con- 
vention. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING, 

SecrOaryofSUMte, 


DaPAKTMEirr  op  St&tb, 

April  3, 1796. 

The  names  designated  by  the  letters  W, 
Z,  in  the  following  copies  of  letters  from  the  En- 
voys of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Repoh- 
lic,  are,  in  the  originals,  written  at  full  lenyn,  in 
ciphers.  For  the  same  reason  that  single letten 
are  thus  taken  to  designate  certain  persons  nnmed 
in  the  letter^  o^er  words  descriptive  of  them  are 
omitted. 

TIMOTHY  PICKBRINO. 


DespntchM  from  the  Envoys  to  the  Seaetaiy  of  State. 

No.  1. 
Paris,  Octo6er  22, 1797. 
Dear  Sib  ;  All  of  us  having  arrived  at  Paris, 
on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  next  dny 
we  verbally,  and  unc^cially,  informed  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  A&irs  therewith,  and  desired  to 
know  when  be  would  be  at  leisure  to  receive  ome 
of  our  secretaries  with  the  (^cial  uo6&a»km. 
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Bit  nppoitttieA  the  next  day,  mt  two  o'doek,  when 
Major  Railedge  waited  on  him  with  the  follow- 
ag  letter : 

CiTiEEirMiNisTBR:  The  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica beii^  desirous  of  terminating  all  differeDces 
between  them  and  the  French  Republic,  and  of 
restoring  that  harmony  and  good  anderstaudiug, 
aad  that  commercial  and  niendly  iotercourae. 
which,  from  the  commencement  of  their  political 
eonnexioD  until  lately  hare  so  happily  subsisted, 
the  President  bas  nominated,  and,  by  aod  with 
the  advice  aod  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  appoint- 
ed us,  the  undersigned,  jointly  and  severally,  £d- 
TOfs  Eztraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentia- 
ry to  the  French  RepuMic,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
eoniplishing  these  great  objects.  In  pursuaoce  of 
SDch  nomination  and  appointment,  and  with  such 
view,  haviDg  come  to  Paris,  we  wish.  Cltizeo  Min- 
ister, to  wait  on  you  at  -any  hour  you  will  be 
lAeased  to  appoint,  to  present  the  copy  of  our  let- 
tmof  credence ;  and  wiiilst  we  erince  our  sincere 
and  ardent  desire  for  the  speedy  restoration  of 
irieBdship  and  harmony  between  the  two  Repub- 
iies,  we  flatter  ourselves  with  your  concurrence 
in  the  aee<wiplisbmettt  of  this  desirable  event. 
We  request  yon  will  accept  the  assurances  of  our 
perfect  esteem  and  consideration. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 

JOHN  MARSHALL. 

BLBRIDGE  OERRY. 
Patis,  OOober  6. 

To  this  letter  the  Minister  gave  a  verbal  an- 
swer, that  be  would  see  us  the  day  after  the  mor- 
row, (the  8th,)  ai  one  o'clock.  Accordin^y,  at 
that  hour  and  day,  we  waited  on  the  Minister  at 
his  house,  where  his  office  is  held,  when,  being 
informed  he  w^  at  home,  the  Secretary  Genenu 
of  the  department  told  Major  Rutledge  that  the 
Uuiiater  was  obliged  to  wait  on  the  Directory, 
and  requested  that  we  would  suspend  our  visit  till 
three  o'clock ;  at  which  hour  we  called.  The 
Minister,  we  found,  was  then  engaged  with  the 
Portuguese  Minister,  who  retired  in  about  ten 
minutes,  when  we  were  introduced  and  produced 
the  copy  of  our  letters  of  credence,  which  the 
Minister  perused  and  kept.  He  informed  us  "  that 
the  Directory  had  required  him  to  make  a  report 
telaiive  to  the  situation  of  the  United  States  with 
mud  to  France  which  he  was  then  about,  and 
which  would  be  finished  in  a  few  days,  when  he 
would  let  us  know  what  steps  were  to  follow." 
Weaaked  if  cards  of  hospitality  were  in  the  mean- 
tine  necessary?  He  said  they  woe^  and  that 
thev  should  be  delirered  to  ns ;  and  he  immedi- 
ately rung  for  his  secretary  and  directed  him  to 
Biake  them  out.  The  conversation  was  carried 
on  by  him  in  French,  and  by  us  in  our  own  lan- 
guage. 

The  neit  day  cards  of  hospitality  were  sent  to 
as  and  our  secretaries,  in  a  style  ratable  to  our  offi- 
cial character. 

On  Saturday,thel4th, Major Mountflorence  in- 
formed Oeneral  Piockoey  that  he  had  had  a  coo- 
▼ersation  with  Mr.  Osmtmd,  the  private  and 
confidential  secretary  of  the  Mintster  of  For- 


eign Affairs,  who  told  him  that  the  Directory 
were  greatly  exasperated  at  some  parts  of  thie 
President's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  would  require  an  explana- 
tion of  them  from  ns.  The  particular  pnrts  were 
not  mentioned.  In  another  conversation  on  the 
same  day,  the  secretary  informed  the  Major  that 
the  Minister  had  told  him  it  was  probable  we 
should  not  have  a  public  audience  of^ the  Directo* 
ry  till  such  time  as  our  negotiation  was  finished ; 
that  probably  persons  might  be  appointed  to  treat 
with  ns,  but  they  would  report  to  him,  and  he 
would  have  the  direction  of  the  negotiation.  The 
Major  did  not  conceal  from  Mr.  Osmond  bis  in- 
tention to  communicate  these  conversations  to  us. 
In  the  morning  of  October  the  18tb,  Mr.  W.,  of 

the  house  of  ,  called  on  General  Pinckney 

and  informed  himthataMr.X,  was  in  Farts, 
and  whom  the  General  had  seen,  *****  was 
geiRleman  of  considerable  credit  and  reputa- 
tion, *****  and  that  we  might  place  great  re- 
liance on  him. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  Mr.  X.  called 
on  General  Pinckney,  and  after  having  sat  some 
time,  ♦  •  *  »  *  whispered  him  that  he  bad  a 
message  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  communicate 
when  he  was  at  leisure.  General  Pinckney  im- 
mediately withdrew  with  him  into  another  room ; 
aod  when  they  were  alone,  Mr.  X.  said  that  he 
WBS  charged  with  a  business  in  which  he  was  a 
novice;  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  M. 
Talleyrand,  *****  and  that  he  was  sure  he 
had  a  great  regard  for  [America]  and  its  citizens ; 
and  was  very  desirous  that  a  reconciliation  should 
he  brought  about  with  France;  that,  to  effect 
that  end,  be  was  ready,  if  it  was  thought  proper, 
to  suggest  a  plan,  confidentially,  that  M.  Talley- 
rand expected  would  answer  the  purpose.  Gen- 
eral Pinckney  said  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  it. 
M.  X.  replied  that  the  Directory,  and  particularljr 
two  of  the  members  of  it,  were  exceedingly  irn- 
tated  at  some  passages  of  the  President's  Speech, 
aod  desired  that  they  should  be  softened  ,  and  that 
this  step  would  be  necessary  previous  to  our  re- 
ception. That,  besides  this,  a  sum  of  money  was 
required  for  the  pocket  of  the  Directory  and  Min- 
isters, which  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  M.  Tal- 
leyrand ;  aod  that  a  loan  would  also  be  insisted 
on.  M.  X.  said  if  we  acceded  to  these  measures, 
M.  Talleyrand  had  no  doubt  that  all  our  differ- 
ences with  France  might  be  accommodated.  On 
inquiry,  M.  X.  could  not  point  out  the  mrtieuiar 
passages  of  the  Speech  that  had  giren  offence,  noz 
the  quantum  of  tne  loan,  but  mentioned  that  ^e 
douceur  for  the  pocket,  was  twelve  hundred  thou- 
sand lirres,  about  fiftv  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
General  Pinckney  tola  him,  that  his  colleagues  and 
himself,  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  here,  had 
been  treated  with  freat  slight  and  disrespect^  that 
ther  earnestly  wished  for  peace  and  reconciliation 
witn  France ;  and  bad  been  entrusted  by  their 
country  with  very  great  powers  tp  obtain  these 
ends  OD  honorable  terms ;  that,  with  regard  to  the 
propositions  made,  he  could  not  even  consider  of 
them  before  he  bad  communicated  them  to  his 
colleagues ;  that,  after  he  had  done  so,  be  sho  uld  • 
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hear  from  him.  After  a  commUDication  aod  con- 
sultatioD  had,  it  was  agreed  that  General  Pinck- 
ney  should  call  on  M.  X.  and  request  him  to  make 
bis  propositions  to  us  all:  and,  for  fear  of  mistake 
or  misapprebensioD,  that  he  should  be  requested 
to  reduce  the  heads  into  writing.  Accordingly, 
on  the  mornins  of  October  19,  wneial  Pinckney 
called  on  M.  X.,  who  consented  to  see  his  col- 
leagues in  the  ereDing,  and  to  reduce  his  proposi- 
tions to  writing.  He  said  his  communication  was 
not  immediately  with  M.  Talleyrand,  but  through 
another  gentleman  in  whom  M.  Talleyrand  had 
j|Teat  confidence.   This  proved  afterwards  to  be 

At  six  in  the  erening,  M.  X.  came  and  left  with 
us  the  first  set  of  propositions,  which,  translated 
from  the  French,  are  as  follows:  "  A  person  who 
possesses  the  confidence  of  the  Directory,  on  what 
relates  to  the  affairs  of  America,  convinced  of  the 
mutual  advantages  which  would  result  frdlba  the 
re-estabUshment  of  the  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  proposes  to  employ  all  of 
his  influence  to  obtain  this  object.  He  will  asaist 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  all  the 
demands  which  they  may  have  to  make  from  the 
Government  of  France,  inasmuch  as  tbey  may  not 
be  contradictory  to  those  which  he  proposes  him- 
self to  make,  aud  of  which  the  principal  will  be 
communicated  confidentially.  It  is  desired  that, 
in  the  official  communications,  there  should  be 
given  a  softening  turn  to  a  part  of  the  President's 
Speech  to  Congress,  which  has  caused  much  irri- 
tation. It  is  feared  that,  in  not  satisfying  certain 
individuals  in  this  respect,  they  may  give  way  to 
all  their  resentment.  The  nomination  of  Commis- 
sioners will  be  consented  to  on  the  same  fooling 
as  thej' have  been  named  in  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, to  decide  on  the  reclamations  which  in- 
dividuals of  America  may  make  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  or  on  French  individuals.  The 
iMymeut  which,  aereeahly  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Commissioners,  shall  fall  to  the  share  of  the 
French  Government,  are  to  be  advanced  by  the 
American  Government  itself.  It  is  desired  that 
the  funds  which,  by  this  means,  shall  enter  again 
into  the  American  trade,  should  be  employ^  in 
new  supplies  for  the  French  coloqies.  Engage- 
ments of  this  nature,  on  the  part  of  individuals 
reclaiming,  will  always  hasten,  in  all  probability, 
the  decisions  of  the  French  Commissioners ;  and, 
perhaps,  it  may  be  desired  that  this  clause  should 
make  a  part  of  the  instructions  which  (he  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  give  to  the 
Commissioners  they  may  choose.  The  French 
Government  desires,  besides,  to  obtain  a  loan  from 
the  United  States;  but  so  that  that  should  not 
give  any  jealousy  to  the  English  Goremment, 
nor  hurt  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 
This  loan  shall  be  maskied  by  stipulating,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  consents  to 
make  the  advances  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
contracted  by  the  agents  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  are  already  acknowledged,  and  the  pay- 
ment ordered  by  the  Directory,  without  having 
been  yet  efieetoated.   There  diould  be  deliTernl 


a  note  to  the  amount  of  these  debts.  ProbaUy 
this  note  may  be  accompanied  by  ostensible  piecea, 
which  will  guarantee  to  the  agents  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  United  States,  in  case  any  umbrage 
should  cause  an  inquiry.  There  shall  also  be 
first  taken  from  this  loan  certain  sums  for  the  put- 
pose  of  making  the  customary  distributiou  ia 
diplomatic  a&irs."  The  person  of  note  mentioned 
in  the  minutes,  who  had  the  confidence  of  the  Di* 
rectory,  he  said,  before  us  all,  was  M.  Talleyrand. 
The  amount  of  the  loan  he  could  oot  ascertain 
precisely,  but  understood  it  would  be  according  to 
our  ability  to  pay.  The  sum  which  would  be 
considered  as  proper,  according  to  diplomatic 
usage,  was  about  twelve  hundred  thousand  ItvresL 
He  could  not  slate  to  us  what  parts  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  were  excepted  to,  but  said  he  would 
inquire  and  inform  us  He  agreed  to  breakfast 
with  Mr.  Gerry  the  morning  of  the  2Ut,  in  order 
to  make  such  explanations  as  we  had  then  re- 
quested, or  should  think  proper  to  request ;  but,  on 
tne  morning  of  the  20th,  M.  X.  called,  and  said  that 
M.  Y.,  the  confidential  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand,  in- 
stead of  communicating  with  us  through  M.  X. 
would  see  us  himself  and  make  the  necessary  ex- 
planations. We  ai^inted  to  meet  him  the  even- 
mg  of  the  20th  at  seven  o'clock,  in  General  Mar- 
shall's room.  At  seven,  M.  Y.  andM.  X.  entered; 
and  the  first  mentioned  gentleman,  beiogintroduced 
to  us  as  the  confidential  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand, 
immediately  stated  to  us  the  favorable  impression 
of  that  gentleman  towards  our  country — impres- 
sions which  were  made  by  the  kindness  and  civil- 
ities he  had  personally  received  in  America.  That 
impres.sed  by  his  solicitude  to  repay  these  kindness- 
es, he  was  willing  to  aid  us  in  the  pre-^ent  negotia- 
tion by  his  ffood  offices  with  the  Directory,  who 
were,  he  said,  extremely  irritated  against  the  Got- 
ernmeot  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  some 
parts  of  the  President's  Speech,  and  who  had 
neither  acknorledged  nor  received  us,  and  conie- 
quently  have  not  authorized  M.  Talleyrand  to  have 
any  commonications  with  US.  The  Minister  there- 
fore could  not  see  us  himself^  tmt  had  aathorixed 
his  friend  M.  Y.  to  communicate  to  us  certain  pro- 
positions, and  to  receive  our  answers  to  them ;  and 
to  promise,  on  his  part,  that  if  we  would  engage 
to  consider  them  as  the  basis  of  the  propoBed  ne- 
gotiation, he  would  intercede  with  tne  Directory 
to  acknowledge  us,  and  to  gfive  us  a  public  audt- 
ence.  M.  Y.  stated  to  us,explicitlyand  repeatedly, 
that  he  was  cluthed  with  no  authority;  that  he 
was  not  a  diplomatic  character;  that  he  was  not 
*  *  *  *  he  was  only  the  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand, 
aod  trusted  by  him;  that,  with  regard  to  himself, 
he  bad  *  *  *  *  and  he  earnestly  wished  well  to 
the  United  States.  He  then  took  out  of  his  pocket 
a  French  translation  of  the  President^  Speech, 
the  parts  of  which,  objected  to  by  the  Directory, 
were  marked,  agreeably  to  our  request  to  M.  X, 
and  are  contained  in  the  exhibit  A.  Then  he 
made  us  the  second  set  of  propositions,  which  wen 
dictated  by  him  and  vrritten  by  M.  X.  in  our  pre> 
seoce,  and  delivered  to  us,  and  which,  translated 
from  theFreneb,areasfolIows: "  There  is  demand- 
ed a  formal  dtsavowal  in  writing,  dedaring  that 
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■the  g|)eeeh  of  the  citizen  Piesident  Bams  did  not 
eoataiD  ftoything  offensire  to  the  QoveraraeDt  of 
the  United  States,  nor  anything  which  deserred 
the  epithets  contained  in  the  whole  paragraph. 
Secondly,  reparation  is  demanded  for  the  article 
which  it  shall  be  declared,  that  the  decree  of 
Directory  there  mentioned  did  not  contain  any- 
thing contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  bad  none 
those  fatal  consequences  that  the  paragraph  re- 
proaches to  it.  Thirdly,  it  is  demanded  that  there 
■faonld  be  an  acknowledgment,  in  writing,  of  the 
depredations  exercised  on  our  trade  by  the  English 
and  French  privateers.  Fourthly,  the  Government 
of  Fraacf^  faithful  to  the  profession  of  public  faith 
whieb  it  has  made  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  foreign  Qoreroments  with  which 
it  i>  at  peace,  would  look  upon  this  [Mragraph  as 
u  attack  upon  its  loyalty,  ii  this  was  intended  by 
the  President.  It  demands,  in  const- quence,  a  for- 
mal declaration  that  it  is  not  the  Government  of 
France,  nor  its  agents,  that  this  paragraph  meant 
todesignate.  Inconsiderationof  these  reparations 
the  French  Republic  is  disposed  to  renew  with  the 
United  States  of  America  a  treaty  which  shall 
place  them  reciprocally  in  the  same  stale  that  thev 
were  in  1778.  By  this  uew  treaty,  France  fhall 
be  placed,  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  ex- 
aetltr  on  the  same  footing  as  they  stand  with  Eng- 
laoa,  in  virtue  of  the  last  treaty  which  has  been 
concluded  between  them.  A  secret  article  of  this 
new  treaty  would  be  a  loan  to  be  be  maJe  by  the 
United  States  to  the  French  Republic ;  and,  once 
agreed  upon  the  amount  of  the  loan,  it  would  be 
endeavored  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  respect  to  the  best  method  of  pre- 
TCDting  its  publicity." 

On  reading  the  speech,  M.  Y.  dilated  very  much 
upon  the  keenness  of  the  resentment  it  had  produ< 
CM,  and  expatiated  largely  on  the  satisfaction  he 
said  was  indispensably  necessary  as  a  preliminary 
to  nc^tiation.  But,  said  he,  gentlemen,  1  will 
not  disguise  from  you  that  Uiis  satisfaction  being 
made,  the  essential  part  of  the  treaty  remains  to  be 
adjusted  ;  il  faat  de  I'argeot — il  fant  beaucoup 
d*argent ;"  you  must  pay  money,  you  mmt  pay  a 
gnat  deal  of  money.  He  spoke  much  of  the  force, 
the  honor,  and  the  jealous  republican  pride  of 
France;  and  represented  to  us  strongly  the  advan- 
tage which  we  should  derive  from  the  neutrality 
taos  to  be  purchased.  He  said  that  the  receipt 
of  the  money  might  be  so  disguised  as  to  prevent 
its  being  considered  as  a  breach  of  neutrality  by 
England ;  and  thus  save  us  from  being  embroiled 
with  that  Power.  Concerning  the  twelve  hundred 
thousaod  lirres  tittle  was  said ;  that  being  com- 
pletelr  understood,  on  all  sides,  to  be  required  for 
the  (Acers  of  Oovernmeat,  and,  therefore  need- 
ing no  further  explanation.  These  propositions, 
he  said,  being  considered  as  the  admitted  basis  of 
the  proposed  treaty,  M.  Talleyrand  trusted  that, 
by  his  influence  with  the  Directory,  he  could  pre- 
nil  on  the  Qovernment  to  receive  us.  We  asxed 
whether  we  were  to  consider  it  as  certain,  that, 
withont  a  [xevious  stipulation  to  the  effect  requi- 
red, we  were  not  to  be  received.  He  answered 
^t  M.  Talleyrand  himself  was  not  authorized  to 


speak  to  ns  the  will  of  the  Directory,  and  conse- 
quently coald  not  authorize  him.  The  conTerse 
lion  continued  until  half  afler  nine,  when  they  left 
us ;~  having  en^ged  to  breakfast  with  Mr.  Gerry 
the  next  morning. 

October  the  31st,  M.  X.  came  beforenine  o'clock; 
M.  Y.  did  not  come  until  ten :  he  had  passed  the 
morning  with  M.  Talleyrand.  After  breakfast 
the  subject  was  immediately  resumed.  He  repre- 
sented to  us,  that  we  were  not  yet  acknowledged' 
or  received ;  that  the  Directory  were  so  exasperated 
against  the  United  States,  as  to  have  come  to  a 
determination  to  demand  from  us,  previous  to  our 
reception,  those  disavowals  reparations,  and  ex- 
planations, which  were  stated  at  large  last  evening. 
He  said  that  M.  Talleyrand  and  himself  were  ex- 
tremely sensible  of  the  pain  we  must  feel  in  com- 
plying'with  this  demand ;  bat  that  the  Directoiy 
would  not  dispense  with  it;  that,  therefore,  m 
must  consider  it  as  the  indispensable  preliminary 
to  obtain  onr  reception,  unless  we  could  And  the 
means  to  change  their  determination  in  this  par- 
ticular; that  ifwe  satisfied  the  Directory  in  these 
particulars,  a  letter  would  be  written  to  us  to 
demand  the  extent  of  our  powers,  and  to  know 
.  whether  we  were  authorized  to  place  them  pre- 
cisely on  the  same  footing  with  England;  whether, 
he  said,  our  full  powers  were  really  and  substan- 
tially full  powers,  or,  tike  those  of  Lord  Malmea- 
bury,  only  illusory  powers;  that,  if  to  this  demand 
our  answer  should  t>e  affirmative,  then  France 
would  consent  that  commissioners  should  heap- 
pointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
in  like  manner  as  under  our  treaty  with  Englandj 
but  fnnn  their  jurisdiction  must  be  wiiharawa 
those  which  were  condemned  for  want  of  a  nSis 
d?  imUpagt;  that  beinj^  a  point' on  which  Meriiii} 
white  Minister  of  Justice,  had  written  a  treatise, 
and  on  which  the  Directory  were  decided.  There 
would,  however,  be  no  objection  to  our  comi^n- 
ing  of  these  captures  in  tne  course  of  the  negoti- 
ation ;  and  if  we  could  convince  Merlin  by  onr 
reasoning,  the  Minister  would  himself  be  satisfied 
with  our  so  doing.  We  required  an  explanation 
of  that  part  of  the  conversation,  in  which  M.  Y. 
had  hinted  at  onr  GndlD?  means  to  avert  the  de- 
mand concerning  the  President's  Speech.  He 
answered,  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  state  those 
means,  but  that  we  must  search  for  them  and  pro- 
pose tliem  oorselves.  If,  however,  we  asked  his 
opinion  as  a  private  individual,  and  would  recdre 
it  as  coming  from  him,  he  would  suggest  to  nstht 
means  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  succeed.  <te 
being  asked  to  suggest  the  means,  he  answered, 
money  f  that  the  Directory  were  jealous  of  its  owa 
honor  and  of  the  honor  of  the  nation ;  that  it  insist- 
ed on  receiving  from  us  the  same  respect  with 
which  we  tiad  treated  the  King ;  that  tnis  honor 
must  be  maintained  in  the  manner  l>efore  required, 
unless  we  substituted,  in  the  place  of  these  repara- 
tions, something,  pernaps  more  valuable,  that  was 
money.  He  said,  further,  that  if  we  desired  him 
to  point  out  the  sum  which  he  believed  would  be 
satisfactory,  he  would  do  so.  We  re:]ue8ted  him 
to  proceed;  and  he  said  that  there  were  thirty-two 
millions  of  florins,  of  Dutch  inscriptions,  worth 
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ten  sbillings  in  the  pound,  which  might  be assivned 
to  us  at  twenty  shilliags  in  the  pound  ;  and  he 
proceeded  to  state  to  us  the  certainly  that,  after  a 
peace,  the  Dutch  Government  would  repay  us  ihe 
money;  so  that  we  should  ultimately  lose  nothing, 
and  the  only  operation  of  the  measure  would  be, 
an  advance  from  us  to  France  of  ibirty-two  mil- 
lions, on  the  credit  of  the  Governmeut  of  Holland. 
We  asked  him  whether  the  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  as  a  tltmceur  to  the  Directory,  must  be  in 
ftddition  to  this  sum.  He  answered  m  the  affirm- 
■tire.  We  lotd  him  that,  on  the  subject  of  the 
tmty,  we  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  our 
powers  were  ample;  that,  on  the  other  points  pro- 
posed to  us,  we  would  retire  into  anoiher  room, 
md  return  in  a  few  minutes  with  our  answer. 

We  committed  immediately  to  writing  the  an- 
swer we  proposed,  in  the  following  worati:  "Our. 
powers  respecting  a  treaty  are  ample ;  but  the  pro- 
jrasition  of  a  loan,  in  the  form  of  Dutch  inscrip- 
tions, or  in  any  other  form,  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  our  instructions ;  upon  this  poinl,  therefore,  the 
Government  must  be  consulted;  one  of  the  Amer- 
ican Ministers  will,  for  the  purpose,  forthwith  em- 
bark for  America  ;  provided  the  Directory  will 
auspend  all  further  captures  on  American  vessels, 
and  will  suspend  proceedings  on  those  already 
captured,  as  well  where  they  hare  been  already 
eoademned,  as  where  the  decisions  have  not 

Eat  been  rendered;  and  that  where  sales  have 
sen  made,  bat  the  money  not  yet  received  by 
the  captori^it  shall  act  he  paid  until  the  prelimi- 
BXtf  4*iestions,  proposed  to  the  Ministers  of 
the  United  States,  he  discussed  and  decided:" 
which  was  read  as  a  verbal  answer,  and  we  told 
them  tbey  might  copy  it  if  they  pleased.  M.  Y. 
refused  to  do  so ;  his  disappointment  was  apparent ; 
he  said  we  treated  the  money  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion as  if  it  had  proceeded  from  the  Directory ; 
whereas,  in  fact,  it  did  not  proceed  even  from  the 
Minister,  hut  was  only  a  suggestion  from  bimself, 
as  a  substitute  to  be  proposed  by  as,  in  order  to 
iToid  the  painful  acknowledgment  that  the  Di- 
reetory  had  determined  to  demand  of  as.  It  was 
tdd  himthat  we  understood  that  matter  perfectly ; 
that  we  knew  the  proposition  was  in  form  to  be 
ours ;  but  that  it  came  substantially  from  the  Min- 
ister. We  asked  what  had  led  to  our  present  con- 
Tersatim?  And  General  Pinckoey  then  repeated 
the  first  communication  from  M.  X.,  (to  the  whole 
of  which  that  gentleman  assented,)  and  we  ob- 
serred  that  those  gentlemen  bad  brought  no  testi- 
monials of  their  speaking  anything  from  authority ; 
but  that,  relying  on  the  fair  characters  they  bore, 
we  had  believM  tbem  when  they  said  they  were 
from  the  Minister,  and  had  conversed  with  them, 
ia  like  manner,  as  if  we  were  conversing;  with  M. 
Talleyrand  himself;  and  that  we  could  not  con- 
aider  any  suggestion  M.  Y.  bad  made  as  not  har- 
ing  been  preTioosly  approved  of;  but  yet,  if  he  did 
not  choose  to  take  a  memorandum  in  writing  of 
oar  answer,  we  had  bo  wish  that  he  shootd  do  so ; 
mad  further,  if  he  chose  to  give  the  answer  to  his 
propositioD  the  form  of  a  propositioD  from  oar- 
•eWes,  we  coutd  only  tell  him  that  we  had  no 
i^ier  propontion  to  make,  relatire  to  any  adranee 


of  money  on  our  part ;  that  America  had  sostained 
(Jeep  and  heavy  losses  by  French  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  that  France  had  alleged  so 
[many]  complaints  against  the  United  States,  that 
on  those  subjects  we  came  fully  prepared,  and  were 
not  a  little  surprised  to  find  France  unwilling  to 
hear  us;  and  making  demands  upon  us  nttich 
could  never  have  been  suspected  by  our  Govern- 
ment, and  which  had  the  appearance  of  our  being 
the  aggressii^  pvtjr*  M.  Y.  expressed  himself  ve- 
hemently on  the  resentment  of  France ;  and  com- 
plained  that,  instead  of  our  proposing  some  subsU- 
luie  for  the  reparations  demanded  of  u^  we  were 
stipulating  certain  conditions  to  be  performed  by 
the  Directory  itself;  that  be  could  not  take  charge 
of  such  propositions ;  and  that  the  Directory  woiud 
persist  m  its  demand  of  those  reparations  which 
oe  at  first  slated.  We  answered  that  we  could 
not  help  it ;  tt  was  for  the  Directory  to  determiae 
what  course  its  own  honor  and  the  interests  of 
France  required  it  to  pursue;  it  was  for  us  to 
guard  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  country.  M. 
Y.  observed  that  we  had  taken  no  notice  c^the 
first  proposition,  which  was  to  know  whether  we 
were  ready  to  make  the  disavowal,  reparations,  and 
e^lanations,  concerning  the  President's  Speech. 
We  told  him  that  we  supposed  it  to  be  impos^tte 
that  either  he,  or  the  Minister,  could  iniagine 
that  such  a  proposition  could  require  an  answer ; 
that  we  did  not  understand  it  ashing  serioudy 
expected;  but  merely  as  introductory  to  theaob- 
jecis  of  real  consideration. 

He  spoke  of  the  renKCt  which  the  Directory 
required,  and  repeated  that  it  would  exact  at  much 
as  was  paid  to  the  ancient  kings.  We  answered 
that  America  had  demonstrated  to  the  world,  and 
especially  to  France,  a  much  greater  respect  for  her 
present  Government  than  for  her  former  monarchy : 
and  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  this  dispositioB 
which  ought  to  be  required,  thai  we  were  not  ready 
to  give.  He  said  that  we  should  certainly  not  be 
received ;  and  seemed  to  shudder  at  the  oonse- 
quences.  We  told  him,  that  America  had  made 
every  possible  efibrt  to  rrauin  on  friendly  terms 
with  France — that  she  was  still  making  them, 
that  if  France  would  not  l^r  us,  but  wouKl  make 
war  on  the  United  States,  nothing  reoiained  fin-  m 
but  to  rcvret  the  unaToidaUe  necessity  of  defeacl- 
ing  ourselves. 

The  subject  of  our  powers  was  again  mentioned ; 
and  w«  told  him  that  America  was  solicitious  to 
have  no  more  misunderstandings  with  any  Re[Hih* 
lie,  but  especially  with  France ;  that  she  wished  a 
permament  treaty,  and  was  sensible  that  no  treaty 
could  be  permanent,  which  did  not  comport  with 
the  interests  of  the  parties ;  and,  therefore,  that  he 
might  be  assured,  that  our  powers  were  such  as 
authorized  us  to  place  France  on  equal  groiud 
with  England,  in  any  respects  in  which  an  equal- 
ity might  be  sui^Kised  to  exist  at  present  between 
them,  to  the  disadvantage  of  France.  The  wb> 
ject  of  the  rMe  tPiquipage  was  also  mentioned ;  and 
we  asked  what  assurance  we  eould  haTe,ifFranot 
insisted  on  the  right  of  adding  to  the  stipolationa 
of  our  treaty,  or  of  altering  them  by  muninpnl 
regulations,  that  any  future  treaty  we  cnvld  mun 
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shoold  be  obserred.  M.  Y.  said  that  he  did  not 
asMTi  the  principle  ofchaDgiog  treaties  by  muni- 
cipal regulalions;  but  that  the  Directory  coDsid- 
ered  its  regolatioD  concerning  the  r6le  d?iquipage 
u  comportiog  with  the  treaty.  We  observed  to 
bim,  that  none  of  oar  vessels  had  what  the  French 
tenned  the  rtie  tPtquipage.  and  that  if  we  were  to 
mrrader  all  the  property  which  had  been  taken 
frmn  our  citizens  in  eases  where  their  vessels  were 
BOt  fiirnisbed  with  snch  a  rdfe,  the  GoTemment 
would  be  responsible  to  its  citizens  for  the  pro- 
perty so  sQrrendered ;  since  it  would  be  impossible 
to  undertake  to  assert  that  there  was  any  j^usi- 
tnlity  in  the  allegation  that  our  treaty  required  a 
rite  (Ptquipage. 

The  subject  of  disarowalsj  dec.,  coDcerning  the 
President's  Speech  was  again  mentioned;  and  it 
was  obserred  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  authorized  and  required  our  President  to 
communicate  his  ideas  on  the  nffairs  of  the  na- 
tion j  that,  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  he 
had  done  so  \  that  we  had  not  power  to  confirm  or 
invalidate  any  part  of  the  President's  Speech ;  that 
■neh  an  attetnpt  could  produce  no  other  effect  than 
to  make  us  ridiculous  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  citizens  at  large  of  the  United  States ;  and  to 
produce,  on  the  part  of  the  President,  an  immedi- 
ate disavowal  and  recall  of  us,_as  his  agents ;  that, 
independent  of  this,  at!  America  was  acquainted 
with  the  facts  stated  by  the  President;  and  our 
disavowing  them  would  not  change  the  public 
sentiment  concerning  them. 

We  parted  with  mutual  professioiu  of  personal 
Rspeci,  and  with  full  indications  on  the  part  of 
U.  Y.  of  his  expectation  that  we  should  immedi- 
atdy  receive  the  threatened  letter. 

The  nature  of  the  above  oommoDication  will 
evince  the  necesaity  of  secreey ;  and  we  have  pro- 
nused  Metsrs.  X.  and  Y.  that  their  names  sfaalt, 
in  DO  event,  be  made  public. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke. 

C.  C.  PINCKNEY, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY. 

P.S.  Octobers?.  1797.  The  definitive  articles 
of  peace  are  signed  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  Emperor.  The  particulars  you  wilt  find 
in  the  public  prints.'  The  Portuguese  Minister  is 
ordered  lo  quit  France,  as  the  treaty  with  Portu- 
gal has  not  yet  been  ratified  by  the  Q^een.  The 
treaty  itself  is  declared  by  the  Directory  to  be  void. 
Since  our  arrival  in  Paris  the  Tribunal  of  Cassa- 
tion has  rejected  Captain  Scott's  petition  com- 
bining of  the  coodemnation  of  bis  vessel  by  the 
Ginl  Tiibana)  for  the  want  oC  a  rHe  (Piquq}age. 
Mr.  *  *  *  *  in  behalf  the  owners  of  the  American 
vessels,  who  have  appealed  in  the  last  resort  to 
the  Tnbunal  of  Cassation,  informs,  that  notwith- 
standing all  the  arguments  **  **  made  use  of 
**  *  *  to  put  off  the  hearing  of  the  Rosanna,  as  a 
di^omatic  case,  till  the  issue  of  oor  negotiations 
is  Known,  that  case  is  set  down  for  hearing,  and 
will  eotoe  on  the  29th  or  30th  instant.  The  same 
•  •  *  *       g^yg      it    obvious  that  the  tribonal 


have  received  instructions  from  the  officers  of  the 
CJovernment  to  hasten  their  decisions,  and  that  it 
was  hardly  worth  while  to  *  *  *  *  for  all  our  peti- 
tions in  cassation  would  be  rejected.  Our  advo- 
cates ****  decline  giving  their  sentiments  on 
this  subject  *  *  *  *  under  an  apprehension  of  com- 
mitting themselves. 

Col.  Pickering,  Secretary  U.  S. 


Paragraphs  of  the  President'i  Speech,  referred  to  in 
letter  No.  I,  under  title  of  Exhibit  A. 

I.  With  this  conduct  of  the  French  Government 
it  will  be  proper  to  take  into  view  the  public 
audience  given  to  the  late  Minister  of  the  United 
Slates,  coliis  taking  leave  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory. The  Speech  of  the  President  discloses  senti- 
ments more  alarming  than  the  refusal  of  a  Minis- 
ter, because  more  dangerous  to  our  independence 
and  union,  and  at  the  same  time  studiously  marked 
with  indignities  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  It  evinces  a  disposition  to  sepa- 
rate the  people  of  the  United  Statu  from  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  to  persnade  them  that  they  Iwve  differ- 
ent affections,  principles,  and  interests,  from  those 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  whom  they  themselves 
have  chosen  to  manage  their  common  concerns; 
and  thus  to  produce  divisions  fatal  lo  our  peace. 
Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a  deci- 
sion which  shall  convince  France  and  the  world 
that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people,  humiliated  under 
a  colonial  spirit  of  fear,  and  sense  of  inferiority', 
fitted  to  be  the  miserable  instruments  of  foreign 
influence,  and  regardless  of  national  honor,  chu- 
acter,  and  interest. 

II.  The  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  France  being  at  present  suspended, 
the  Government  has  no  means  of  obtaining  official 
information  from  that  country ;  nevertheless,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Executive  Directory 
passed  a  decree  on  the  2d  of  March  last,  contraven- 
ing, in  part,  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
or  1778,  injurious  to  our  lawful  commerce,  and 
endangering  the  lives  of  our  citizens.  A  copy  of 
this  decree  will  be  laid  b^ore  you. 

III.  While  we  are  endeavoring  to  adjust  all 
our  differences  with  France,  by  amicable  negotia- 
tion, the  progress  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  de- 
predations on  our  commerce,  the  personal  injuries 
to  our  citizens,  and  the  general  complexion  of 
affairs,  render  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  recom- 
mend to  your  consideration  eftctual  measures  uf 
defence. 

IV.  It  is  impossible  to  conceal  from  ourselves, 
or  the  world,  what  has  been  before  observed,  that 
endeavors  have  been  employed  to  foster  and  esta- 
blish a  division  between  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States.  To  investigate  the 
causes  which  have  encouraged  this  attempt  is 
not  necessary.  But  to  repd,  by  decided  and 
united  councils,  insinuations  so  derogatory  to  the 
honor,  and  aggressions  so  daneerous  lo  the  con- 
stitution, union,  and  even  independence  of  the 
naticHi,  is  an  indispensable  duty. 
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Annmof  M.  Bams,  Pi«rident  of  the  Executive  Di- 
rectoiy,  to  the  Speedi  of  Mr.  Monroe^  on  taking  leave, 
to  whidi  the  Speedi  of  the  Pmident  oi  the  United 
States  lefen. 

Mr.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America:  By  presenting  to-day  your 
letters  of  recall  to  the  Executive  Directory,  you 
give  to  Burope  a  very  strange  spectacle. 

France^  neb  in  her  liberty,  surrounded  by  a 
train  of  victories,  strong  in  the  esteem  of  her  allies, 
will  not  abase  herself  by  calculating  the  conse- 
quences of  the  condescension  of  the  American 
Government  to  the  su^estions  of  her  former  ty- 
rants ;  moreover,  the  French  Republic  hopes  that 
Uie  successors  of  Columbus,  Rambiph,*  and  Penn, 
always  proud  of  their  liberty,  wilf  never  forget 
that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weigh,  in 
their  wisdom,  the  magnanimous  benevolence  of 
the  French  people  with  the  crafty  caresses  of  cer- 
tain perfidious  persons  who  meditate  bringing 
them  Dack  to  their  former  slavery.  Assure  the 
good  American  people,  sir,  that,  like  them,  we 
adore  liberty ;  that  they  will  always  hare  our  es- 
teem ;  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French  peo- 
ple republican  generosity,  which  knows  how  to 
grant  peace,  as  it  does  to  cause  its  sovereignty  to 
be  respected. 

As  to  you,  Mr.  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  you 
have  combated  for  principles;  you  have  known 
the  true  interests  of  your  country:  depart  with 
our  regret.  In  you  we  give  up  a  representative  to 
America,  and  retain  the  lemembrance  of  the  citi- 
zen whose  personal  qualities  did  hoDor  to  that 
title. 

No,  2. 

Paris,  ffyvember.8, 1797. 

Deab  Sib  :  We  now  enclose  yuu,  in  thirty-six 
quarto  pages  of  cipher,  end  in  eight  pages  of 
ciphered  exhibits,  the  sequel  to  the  details  com- 
menced in  No.  1,  dated  the  22d  of  last  month,  and 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

C.  C.  PINCKNEY. 
J.MARSHALL. 
E.  OERRT. 

CoL  PiCEEBINO.  ■ 

OcTOBBB  27, 1797. 
About  twelve  we  received  another  visit  from 
M.  X.  He  immediately  mentioned  the  great 
event  annoauced  in  the  papers,  and  then  f  aid,  that 
some  proposals  from  ns  had  been  expected  on  the 
sahieet  on  which  we  bad  before  conversed :  that 
tfaeDirectory  were  becoming  impatient,  and  would 
take,  a  decided  course  with  rc^rd  to  America, 
if  we  could  not  soften  tbem.  We  answered, 
that  on  that  subject  we  had  already  spoken  expli- 
citly, and  had  nothing  further  to  add.  He  men- 
tioned the  change  in  the  state  of  things  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  peace  with  the  Emperor,  as 
warranting  an  expectation  of  a  change  in  our 
system;  to  which  we  only  replied,  that  this  event 
had  been  expected  by  us,  and  would  not,  in  any 
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degree,  affect  odr  conduct.  M.  X.  urged,  that  the 
Directorjr  had,  since  this  peace,  taken  a  higher  and 
more  decided  lone  with  respect  to  us, and  aU  other 
neutral  nations,  than  had  been  before  taken  ;  that 
it  had  been  determined,  that  all  nations  should  aid 
them,  or  be  considered  and  treated  as  their  ca»- 
mies.  We  answered,  that  such  an  effect  had  al- 
ready been  contemplated  by  ns,  as  probaUe^aad 
had  not  been  overlooked  when  we  gave  to  this 
proposition  our  decided  answer ;  and  furtber,  that 
we  had  nopowers  to  negotiate  for  a  loan  of  money ; 
that  our  Government  had  not  contemplated  snek 
a  circumstance  in  any  d^ree  whatever:  that  if 
we  should  stipulate  a  loan,  it  would  bea  perfectly 
void  thing,  and  would  only  deceive  France,  and 
expose  ourselves.  M.  X.  again  expatiated  oo  the 
power  and  violence  of  France :  he  urged  the  dan- 
ger of  our  situation,  and  pressed  the  policy  of  strfi- 
eniog  them,  and  of  tbereby  obtaining  time.  The 
{>resent  men,  he  said,  would  very  probablf  not  con- 
tinue lon^  in  power,  and  it  would  be  verr  unfor- 
tunate if  those  who  mieht  succeed,  with  boter 
dispositions  towards  u^^otild  find  the  two  na- 
tions in  actual  war.  We  answered,  that  if  war 
should  be  made  on  us  by  France,  it  would  be  so 
obviously  forced  on  us.  that,  on  a  change  of  mea, 
peace  might  be  made  with  as 'much  facility  as  the 
present  differences  could  be  accommodated.  We 
added,  that  all  America  deprecated  a  war  with 
France;  but  that  our  present  situation  was  more 
ruinous  to  us  than  a  declared  war  could  be ;  that 
at  present  our  commerce  was  plundered  unpro- 
tected ;  hut  that  if  war  was  declaredjwe  should 
seek  the  means  of  protection.  M.  X.  said,  he 
hoped  we  should  not  form  a  connexion  with  Bri- 
tain ;  and  we  answered,  that  we  hoped  so  too; 
that  we  had  all  been  engaged  in  our  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  fdt  its  injuries }  that  it  had  made 
the  deepest  impcessioD  on  ns:  but  that  if  France 
should  attack  we  must  seek  the  best  means  of 
self-defence.  M.  X.  again  returned  to  the  subject 
of  money :  Said  be^  you  do  not  speak  to  the  j 
point ;  it  is  money ;  it  is  expected  that  you  will  offer  j 
money.  We  said  that  we  had  spoken  to  that  pMot  j 
very  explicitly :  we  had  given  an  answer.  No,  ! 
saia  he,  you  luve  not :  what  is  your  answer  ?  We  | 
replied,  it  is  no ;  no ;  not  a  sixpence.  He  again 
called  our  attention  to  the  dangers  which  threat-  | 
ened  our  country,  and  asked,  if  it  would  not  be  | 
prudent,  though  we  might  not  make  a  loan  to  the  j 
nation,  to  interest  an  influential  friend  in  our  faror.  j 
He  said  we  ought  to  consider  what  men  we  had 
to  treat  with ;  that  they  disregarded  the  justice  \ 
our  claims,  and  the .  reasoning  with  which  we  I 
might  support  tbem ;  that  they  disr^arded  dwir 
own  colonies,  and  emsidered  themsdves  as  pei^ 
fectly  invulnerable  with  respect  to  us ;  that  we 
could  only  ac(]uire  an  intere»t  amony  tbem  hf  a 
judicious  ap|dicatioD  of  monejr,  and  it  was  for  m 
to  consider,  whether  the  situation  of  our  country 
did  not  require  that  these  means  should  be  resoried 
to.  We  observed,  that  the  conduct  of  the  French 
Government  was  such  as  to  leave  us  much  reason 
to  fear,  that  should  we  give  the  money,  it  would 
effect  no  good  purpose,  and  would  not  produce  a 
justmode  of  thmkiog  with  respect  to  ns.  Proof  of 
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this  most  first  be  given  us.  He  said,  that  when 
we  employed  a  lawyer,  we  gare  him  a  fee,  with- 
out koowiog  whether  the  cause  would  be  gained 
or  not ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  have  one,  and  we 
paid  for  his  services,  whether  those  services  were 
successful  or  not :  so,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
tbe  money  must  be  advanced  for  the  good  offices 
the  individuals  were  to  render,  whatever  might  be 
tbeeffectofthose  good  offices.  We  told  him  there 
was  DO  panUlel  in  the  case  ;  that  a  lawyer,  not 
being  to  render  the  judgment,  could  not  com- 
miM  snceess ;  he  could  only  endeavor  to  obtain 
it;  and  eODsequently,  we  could  only  pay  him  for 
hu  endeavon ;  but  the  Directory  could  decide  on 
ike  issue  cf  our  negotiation.  It  had  only  to  order, 
iktt  no  more  American  vesaels  should  be  seized, 
and  to  direct  those  now  in  custody  to  be  restored, 
aad  there  could  be  noopposition'totbeorder.  He 
said,  that  all  the  members  of  the  Directory  were 
not  disposed  to  receive  our  money:  that  Merlin, 
for  instance,  was  paid  from  another  quarter,  and 
would  touch  ao  part  of  the  douceur  which  was  to 
coine#om  us.  We  replied,  that  we  had  under- 
stood that  Merlin  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  the 
privateers;  and  he  nodded  an  assent  to  the  fact. 
He  iffoceeded  to  press  this  subject  with  vast  per- 
severance. He  told  us  that  we  paid  money  to 
obtain  peace  with  die  Algerioes,  and  with  the  In- 
dians ;  and  tbat  it  was  doing  no  more  to  pay 
France  for  peace. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  when  our  Oovern- 
ment  commenced  a  treaty  with  either  Afgiers  or 
dte  Indian  tribes,  it  was  understood  that  money 
was  to  form  the  basis  of  the  treaty,  and  was  its 
essential  article;  that  the  whole  nation  knew  it, 
and  was  prepared  to  expect  it  as  a  thing  of  course ; 
but  that  m  treating  with  France,  our  Government 
had  supposed,  that  a  proposition,  such  as  he  spoke 
(rfl  would,  if  made  by  us,  give  mortal  ofience.  He 
asked  if  our  Government  did  not  know,  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  obtained  here  without  money? 
We  replied,  that  our  Ctovemment  had  not  even 
suspected  such  a  state  of  things.  He  appeared  sar- 
piised  at  it,  and  said,  that  there  was  not  an  Amer- 
ican in  Paris  who  could  not  bare  given  that  in- 
formatioD.  We  uAd  bim,  that  the  letters  of  our 
Minister  had  indicated  a  very  contrary  temper  in 
ifae GtovarnmeDt  of  France;  and  had  represented 
itasaeting  entirely  upon  principle,  and  as  feeling 
a  very  pure  and  disinterested  affectioa  for  Amer- 
ica. He  looked  somewhat  surprised;  and  said 
briskly  to  General  Pinckney :  Well,  sir,  you  have 
been  a  long  lime  in  France  and  in  Holland ;  what 
do  yon  think  of  it  7  General  Pinckney  answered, 
that  he  considered  M.  X.  and  M.  Y.  as  men  of 
truih,  and,  of  consequence,  he  could  have  but  one 
opiobn  ou  tbe  subject.  He  staled,  that  Hamburg, 
and  other  Slates  of  Europe,  were  obliged  to  boy  a 
peace,  and  that  it  would  be  equally  for  our  Inter- 
est to  do  so.  Once  more  he  spoke  of  the  danger 
of  a  breach  with  France,  and  her  power,  which 
nothing  could  resist.  We  told  him  tbat  it  would 
be  in  vain  for  ns  to  deny  her  power,  or  the  soUci- 
tnde  we  {tAt  to  avoid  a  eooteat  with  it ;  that  no 
utioD  eatimated  her  power  more  highly  than 
America,  or  wished  more  to  be  on  amicable  terms 


with  her;  but  that  one  object  was  still  dearer  to 
us  than  the  friendship  of  Frauce,  which  was  our 
national  Independence :  that  America  had  taken  a 
neutral  station :  she  had  a  right  to  take  it :  no  na- 
tion had  a  right  to  force  us  out  of  it :  that  to  lend 
a  sum  of  money  to  a  belligerent  Power,  abound- 
ing in  everything  requisite  for  war  but  money, 
was  to  relinquish  our  neutrality,  and  take  part  in 
the  war;  to  lend  this  money,  under  the  lash  and  , 
coercion  of  France,  was  to  relinquish  the  Govern- 
ment of  ourselves,and  to  submit  to  a  foreign  QoT" 
emmeat  imposed  upon  us  by  force :  tbat  we  would 
make  at  least  one  manly  struggle  before  we  thus 
surrendered  our  national  inde[>endence :  that  our 
case  was  different  from  that  of  one  of  the  minor 
nations  of  Europe  ;  they  were  unable  to  maintain 
their  independence,  and  did  not  expect  to  do  so: 
America  was  a  great,  and,  so  far  as  concerned  her 
self-defence,  a  powerful  nation — she  was  able  to 
maintain  her  independence;  and  roust  deserve  to 
lose  it  if  she  permitted  it  to  be  wrested  from  ber; 
that  France  and  Britain  had  been  at  war  for  near 
fifty  years  of  the  last  hundred,  and  might  proba- 
bly be  at  war  for  fifty  years  of  the  century  to  come ; 
that  America  had  no  motives  which  could  induce 
her  to  involve  herself  in  those  wars;  and  that  if 
she  now  preserved  her  neutrality  and  her  independ- 
ence^ it  was  most  probably  that  she  would  not  in 
future  be  afraid,  as  she  had  been  for  four  J^n 
past — bat  if  she  now  surrendered  her  rights  of  self- 
government  to  France,  or  permitted  them  to  be 
torn  from  her,  she  could  not  expect  to  recover 
them,  or  to  remain  neutral  in  any  future  war.  He 
said  that  France  had  lent  us  money  during  our 
Revolutionary  war,  and  only  required  that  we 
should  now  exhibit  the  same  friendship  for  ber. 
We  answered,  that  the  cases  were  very  different ; 
tbat  America  solicited  a  loan  from  Fran^,  and 
lef^  her  at  liberty  to  grant  or  refuse  it:  but  that 
France  demanded  it  from  America,  and  left  ns  no 
choice  on  the  subject.  We  also  told  him  that 
then:  was  another  difference  in  the  cases ;  that  the 
money  was  lent  by  France  for  great  national  and 
French  objects;  it  was  lent  to  maim  a  rival  and 
ao  enemy  whom  she  hated ;  tlut  the  monejr,  if 
lent  by  America,  would  not  be  for  any  American 
objects,  but  to  enable  France  to  extend  still  fur- 
ther her  conquests.  The  conversation  continued 
for  nearly  two  hours ;  and  the  public  and  private 
advance  of  money  was  pressed  and  re-pressed  in  a 
variety  of  forms.  At  length  M.  X.  said  that  he 
did  not  blame  us ;  that  our  determination  was  cer- 
tainly proper,  if  we  could  keep  it;  but  he  showed 
deciaedly  nis  opinion  to  be  that  we  could  not  keep 
it.  He  said  that  he  would  communicate,  as  nearly 
as  he  could,  our  conversaiion  to  the  Minister,  or 
to  M.  Y.  to  be  given  by  him  to  the  Minister;  we 
are  not  certain  which.  We  then  separated.  On 
the  22d  of  October,  M.  Z.  a  French  gentleman  of 
respectable  character,  informed  Mr.  Gerry,  tbat 
M.  Talleyrand,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations, 
who  professed  to  be  well  disposed  towards  the 
United  States,  had  expected  to  have  seen  the 
American  Ministers  frequently  in  their  private 
cajneities ;  and  to  bare  conferred  with  them  in- 
dividually on  the  olject  of  their  mission ;  and  had 
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autborized  M.  Z.  to  make  this  eommnaieatioD  to  , 
Mr.  Gerrjr.  The  latter  sent  ka  his  coUeagnes ; 
and  a  cooferenee  was  held  with  M.  Z.  oo  the  sub- 
ject; in  which  General  Pinckoey  and  General ; 
Marshall  expressed  their  opiDioas,  that  not  being 
acqoainted  with  M.  Talleyrand,  they  could  not, 
with  propriety^  call  on  him ;  but  that,  according 
to  the  custom  of  France,  he  might  expect  this  of 
Mr.  Gerry,  from  a  prerious  acquaintance  in  Amer- 
ica. This  Mr.  Gerry  relucunily  complied  with 
OD  the  23d,  and  with  M.  Z.  called  on  M.  Talley- 
rand, who,  not  being  then  at  his  office,  appointed 
the  28th  for  the  interview.  After  the  first  intro- 
ductiou,  M.  Talleyrand  began  the  confeteoce. 
He  said  that  the  Directory  had  pa^d  an  axrtt, 
which  he  offered  for  perusal,  in  which  they  bad 
demanded  of  the  Envoys  an  explanation  of  some 

gifts,  and  a  reparation  for  others,  of  the  Preudeat*s 
peech  to  Congress,  of  the  16th  of  May :  he  was 
sensible,  he  said,  that  difficulties  would  exist  oo 
the  part  of  the  Envoys  rdative  to  this  demand ; 
but  that  by  their  offering  money,  he  thought  be 
could  prevent  the  effect  of  the  arr<L  M.  Z.  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Gerry,  having  stated  that  the  En- 
voys have  no  such  powers,  M.  Talleyrand  replied, 
they  can  in  such  case  take  a  power  on  tbemselTes; 
ana  proposed  that  they  should  make  a  loan.  Mr. 
Gerry  then  addressed  M.  Talleyrand  distinctly  in 
English,  which  he  understood,  and  stated,  that  the 
uneasiness  of  the  Directory  resulting  from  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech  was  a  subject  unconnected  with 
the  objects  of  the  mission :  that  M.  Barras,  in  bis 
speech  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  his  recall,  bad  expressed 
himself  in  a  mannner  displeasing  to  the  Govern- 
ment  and  citizens  the  United^Sutei;  that  the 
President,  as  the  Buroys  concaved,  bad  made 
such  observations  on  M.  Bahas's  speech  as  were 
nece^ry  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  United 
Slater;  that  this  was  not  considered  by  our  Gov- 
ernment as  a  subject  of  dispute  between  the  two 
nations;  that  having  no  instructions  respecting  it, 
we  could  not  make  any  explanations  or  repara- 
tions relatii^  to  it ;  and  that  M.  Talleyrand  aim- 
self  was  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Uoitnl  States,  to  be  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  these  observations.  Mr.  Gerry  further 
stated,  that  the  powers  of  the  Envoys,  as  they  con- 
ceived, were  adequate  to  the  discussion  and  ad- 
justment of  all  points  of  real  difference  between 
the  two  nations ;  that  they  could  alter  and  amend 
the  treaty ;  or,  if  necessary,  form  a  new  one ; 
that  the  United  States  were  anxiousljr  desirous  of 
yemoving  all  causes  of  complaint  between  ibem- 
adves  and  France,  and  of  renewing  their  former 
friendship  and  intercourse,  on  terms  which  should 
be  mutually  honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  two 
nations ;  but  not  on  any  other  terms ;  that  as  to  a 
loao,  we  had  no  powers  whatever  to  make  one ; 
that  if  we  were  to  attempt  it,  we  should  deceive 
himself  and  the  Directory  likewise,  which,  as  men 
of  honor,  we  could  not  do ;  bat  that  we  could  send 
one  of  our  number  for  instructions  on  this  proposi- 
tion, if  deemed  expedient,  provided  that  the  other 
objects  of  the  negotiation  could  be  discuvsed  and 
adjusted ;  that  as  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to  con- 
fer with  the  Envoys  indiTidoally,  it  was  the  wish 


of  Mr.  Gerry  that  sueh  a  eonfemiBe  ihoaM 
place,  and  their  oMnioks  thus  be  aacwtaiaet 
which  he  concaved  correipoiided  with  hb  on 
in  the  particnlan  mentimcn.  M.  Talleyrud,  ii 
answer  said,  he  shoold  be  glad  to  confer  wiA 
the  other  Envoys  indiTidnallr,  but  that  this  maiier 
about  money  must  be  settled  direcdy,  vithoit 
smding  to  America ;  that  he  would  not  commaii- 
eate  the  arrdt  for  a  week ;  and  that  if  we  ooold  adjoH 
the  difficulty  respecting  the  Speech,  an  apfdieatin 
would  nevertheless  go  to  the  United  States  for  i 
loan.  A  courier  arriving  at  this  momeat  bm 
Italy,  and  M.  Talleyrand  appearii^  impitieitu 
read  the  letters,  Mr.  Gerry  took  leave  of  bim  is- 
mediately.  He  followed  to  the  door,  and  desired 
M.  Z.  to  repeat  to  Mr.  Gerry  what  be,  M.  Talley- 
rand, had  said  to  him.  Mr.  Gerry  then  retwaed 
to  his  quartos  with  M.  Z.  took  down  the  paitiei> 
lavs  of  this  interTieir  as  befoce  stated^  seat  Ar 
Gens,  Pinckney  and  Manhall.  and  read  it  to  ikw 
in  the  presence  trf*!!.  Z.  whocoDfirmed  it  G«t- 
erals  Pinckney  and  Marshall  then  desired  M.Z. 
to  inform  M.  Talleyrand  thai  they  had  notlisf  to 
add  to  this  conference,  and  did  not  wish  thai 
ante  might  be  delayed  on  thdr  account 

October  29. 

M.  X.  again  called  upon  us.  He  said,  M.  Tal- 
leyrand was  extremely  anxious  to  be  of  serriceio 
us,  and  had  requested  that  one  more  efibrt  aboiM 
be  made  to  induce  us  to  ouble  him  to  be  >o.  A 
great  deal  of  the  same  conversation  wbieli  W 
passed  at  our  fwmer  interviews  was  repttui 
The  power  and  the  hauhtiness  of  Ftaaee  wai 
again  displayed  to  us.  We  were  told  that  the  kt- 
stmction  of  England  wasinevitaUe;  andthitik 
wealth  and  artt  of  that  natioD  wooM  nuaiallf 
pass  over  to  America,  if  that  event  shoeld  fiadu 
m  peace.  To  this  observaiioD  we  replied,  Um 
France  would  pndmbly  forbid  America  to  reocin 
them,  iu  like  manner  as  she  had  forbid  Sviuo- 
land  lo  permit  the  residence,  in  its  country,  d  > 
British  Minister.  We  told  him,  also,  thatwevtie 
sensible  of  the  value  of  peace,  and  therefore  sougki 
it,  anremittingly,  but  that  it  was  real  peaoe  ae 
sought  for,  and  real  peace  only  which  coaU  k 
desirable. 

The  sum  of  hi^  proposition  was,  that  if  n 
would  pay,  by  way  of  fees,  (that  was  his  txfto- 
sion,)  uie  sum  of  money  danandedforpnvmsM 
the  Directory  would  not  receive  ns:  bat  wow 
permit  us  to  remain  at  Paris  as  we  now  were ; 
we  sbonid  be  received  by  M.  Talleyrand,  ootilw 
of  us  could  go  to  America  and  consult  our  Gor- 
eroment  oo  the  subject  of  the  loan.  These  wen 
the  circomstances,  he  said,  under  which  the  Biia- 
ister  of  Portugal  had  treated.  We  asked  bin  t£ 
in  the  meantune,  the  Directory  would  order  the 
American  property,  not  yet  passed  into  the  baadi 
of  the  privateersmen,  to  be  restored  ?  He  i«ii 
explicitly,  that  they  would  noL  We  asked  him. 
whether  they  would  suspend  further  depredatiw 
on  our  commerce  %  He  said  they  woold  not:  bot 
M.  Talleyrand  observed,  that  on  this  sulawt  w< 
could  not  sustain  much  additioaal  injury  ;MCMK 
the  Winter  season  was  approaching,  whoa  kW 
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idditiaQal  captures  could  be  made.  We  told  him 
that  France  had  taken  violeDtly  from  America 
more  than  fiAeea  millioos  of  dollars,  and  treated 
03,111  every  respect,  as  enemies,  in  return  for  the 
fneodship  we  bad  manifested  for  her;  that  we 
had  come  to  endeavor  to  restore  harmony  to  the 
two  nations,  and  to  obtain  compensation  for  the 
injuries  our  countrymen  had  sustained;  and  that, 
io  lieu  of  this  compeDsatiou,  we  were  told,  that  if 
we  would  pay  twelve  hundred  thousand  livres,  we 
might  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Paris;  which 
would  only  sive  us  the  benefit  of  seeing  the  plars 
ud  operas  of  Paris  for  the  Wioter,  that  we  might 
have  time  to  ask  from  our  eouotry  to  exlwDst  ner 
moarces  for  France,  whose  depredations  would 
becoatioued.  He  again  slated,  that  by  this  pro- 
cedure we  should  suspend  a  war ;  and  that  per- 
kaps  in  five  or  six  months  power  might  change 
haads. 

We  told  him  that  what  we  wished  to  see  in 
FraDce  was  a  temper  sincerely  friendly  to  the 
Uoiled  States,  and  really  dispoited  to  do  us  justice; 
that  if  we  cotild  perceive  this,  we  might  not  so 
much  regard  a  little  money,  such  as  he  stated  to 
be  usual,  although  we  should  hazard  ourselves  by 
giving  it ;  hut  that  we  saw  only  evidences  of  the 
most  extreme  hostility  towards  ub  ;  war  was  made 
upOQ  us  80  far  as  France  could  make  it  in  the  pre- 
MBt  state  of  things;  and  it  was  not  even  proposed, 
that  on  reeeiring  our  money  this  war  should 
cease;  we  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  possible 
MDcfit  could  result  from  it }  and  we  desired  him 
10  say  that  we  would  not  eive  a  shilling,  unless 
American  property  nnjuslly  captured  was  previ- 
otisly  restored,  and  further  hostilities  suspended ; 
aad  that,  unless  this  was  done,  we  did  not  conceive 
that  we  could  even  consult  our  QovernmenI  con- 
cerning a  loan ;  that  if  the  Directory  would  re- 
ceive us  and  commence  negotiations,  and  any- 
thing occurred  which  rendered  a  consuluiion  of 
the  Government  necessary,  one  of  us  would  re- 
tarn  to  America  for  that  purpose.  He  said  that, 
without  this  money,  we  should  be  obliged  to  quit 
Paris;  and  that  we  ought  to  consider  the  conse- 
ftteoecc:  the  property  of  the  Americans  would  be 
•nifiicated,  and  their  vessels  in  port  embargoed. 
We  hrfd  him  that,  unless  there  was  a  hope  of  a  real 
KcoBciUation,  these  evils  co«ld  not  be  prevented 
by  u ;  and  the  little  delay  diat  we  mif  ht  obtain 
wcdd  only  increase  them ;  that  our  mission  had 
iadoced  many  of  our  countrymen  to  trust  their 
nsseU  in  the  ports  of  France ;  and  if  we  remain- 
ed at  Paris,  that  very  eirenmstance  would  increase 
the  number ;  and,  consequently,  the  injury  which 
our  countrymen  would  sustain,  if  France  eonld 
pennit  herself  so  to  violate  her  own  engagements 
lad  the  laws  of  nations.  He  expressed  a  wish, 
uiat  M.  Y.  shoold  see  us  once  more.  We  told 
him  that  a  visit  from  M.  Y~  as  a  private  gentle- 
bud,  Would  always  be  agreeable  to  us ;  but  if  he 
CUM  only  with  the  expectation  that  we  should 
stipulate  advances  of  money,  without  previously 
Mablishing  a  solid  and  permanent  reconciliatioo, 
he  might  save  himself  the  trooble  of  the  afjplica- 
tKn,  beeaose  it  was  a  subject  we  had  considered 
nanirety,and(ni«liich  wewereimmoTeable.  He 


parted  with  us,  saying,  if  that  was  the  case,  it 
would  not  be  worth  white  for  M.  Y.  to  come.  In 
the  evening,  while  jSeneral  Pinckney  and  General 
Marshall  were  absent,  M.  Y.  and  M.  X.  called,  and 
were  invited  by  Mr.  Gerry  to  breakfast  with  us  the 
next  morning. 

October  30. 
Immediately  after  breakfast  the  subject  was  re- 
sumed. M.  ¥.  spoke  without  interruption  for 
near  an  hour.  He  said  that  he  was  desirous  of 
making  a  last  effort  to  serve  us,  by  proposing 
something  which  might  accommodate  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  nations ;  that  what  he  was 
now  about  to  mention,  had  not,  by  any  means,  the 
approbation  of  the  Directory ;  nor  could  M.  Tal- 
leyrand undertake  further  than  to  make  from  lu 
the  proposition  to  the  Directory,and  use  his  influ- 
ence for  its  success ;  that,  last  week,  M.  Talley- 
rand could  not  have  ventured  to  have  offered  such 
propositions ;  but  that  his  situation  had  been  very 
materiallv  changed  by  the  peace  with  the  Empe- 
ror; by  that  peace  he  had  acquired,  in  a  high  de- 
gree, the  confidence  of  the  Directory,  and  now 
possessed  great  influence  with  that  body ;  that  he 
was  also  closely  connected  with  Bonaparte  and 
the  Generals  of  the  Army  in  Italy,  and  was  to  be 
considered  as  firmly  fixed  in  hist  post,  at  least  for 
five  or  six  months;  that,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, he  could  undertake  to  offer,  in  our  behalf,  pro- 
positions which,  before  this  increase  of  influaic& 
be  could  not  have  hazarded.  M.  Y.  then  called 
our  attention  to  our  own  situation,  and  to  the 
force  France  was  capable  of  bringing  to  hearnpon 
us.  He  said  that  we  were  the  best  judges  of  out 
capacity  to  resist,  so  far  as  depended  on  our  own 
resources,  and  ought  not  to  deceive  ourselves  on 
so  interesting  a  subject.  The  fate  of  Venice  was 
one  which  might  befall  the  United  Slates.  Bnt, 
he  proceeded  to  observe,  it  was  probable  we  might 
rely  on  forming  a  league  with  England.  If  we 
had  such  a  reliance  it  would  fail  us.  The  situ** 
tion  of  England  was  such  as  to  compel  Pitt  to 
make  peace  on  the  terms  of  France.  A  variety  of 
causes  were  in  operation,  which  made  such  an 
effect  absolutely  certain.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
opposition  in  England  to  the  Minister  and  to  the 
war,  an  oppoution  which  the  fears  of  the  nation 
would  increase ;  to  say  nothing  of  a  war  against 
England  which  was  preparing  io  the  north — an 
army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  diousand  men,  un- 
der the  command  of  Bonaparte,  spread  upon  tlw 
coast  of  France,  and  aided  by  all  the  vast  resour- 
ces of  his  genius,  would,  most  probably,be enabled 
to  invade  England ;  in  which  event  their  Govern- 
ment would  he  overturned.  But  should  this  in- 
vasion not  be  absolutely  effected,  yet  the  alarm  it 
would  spread  through  the  nation,  the  enormous 
expense  it  must  produce,  would  infallibly  ruin 
them,  if  it  was  to  be  continued,  and  would  drive 
them  to  save  themselves  by  a  peace ;  that,  inde- 
pendent of  this,  France  possessed  means  which 
would  infallibly  destroy  their  Bank  and  their 
whole  paper  system.  He  said  he  katw  very  wdl 
it  was  generally  conjectured  that  Bonaparte  wmild 
not  leare  Italy,  and  the  army  triiich  had  oonquer- 
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ed  under  him,  and  which  adored  him ;  he  assured 
fns  that]  notbing  could  be  more  onfoonded  than 
the  coDjectare ;  that  Bonaparie  had  for  more  tiiao 
tea  days  left  Italy  for  Rastadt,  to  preside  orer  the 
Congress  which  was  formed  for  adjusting  the  af- 
fiiirs  of  the  empire.  He  said  that  Pitt  himself 
was  so  coofideat  of  the  absolute  oecessitv  of  peace, 
that,  after  the  naval  victory  orer  the  Dutcb,  he 
bad  signified  his  readiness  to  treat  on  the  same 
terms  which  be  had  offered  before  that  action. 
We  could  not  then  rely  on  the  assistance  of  Eag- 
laod.   What,  he  asked,  would  be  our  situation,  if 

Seace  should  be  made  with  England  before  our 
iflereoces  with  France  would  be  accommodated  1 
But,  hecontinned,  if  even  England  should  be  able 
to  contioDe  the  war,  and  America  should  unite 
with  her,  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to  injure 
France.  We  might,  indeed,  wonad  her  ally,  but 
if  we  did  it  would  be  m  much  the  worse  for  us. 
After  having  stated  the  dangers  attending  us,  if 
we  should  engage  in  the  war,  he  proceeded  to  the 
adrantages  we  might  derive  from  a  neutral  situa- 
tioo,and  insisted  at  large  on  the  wealth  which 
would  naturally  flow  into  our  country  from  the 
dotruction  of  England.  He  next  proceeded  to  de- 
tail the  propositions  which  are,  in  substance,  in  the 
paper  annexed,  marked  A,  except  that  be  insisted 
that  we  should  eneage  to  use  our  influence  with 
our  Governmeot  for  the  loan.  He  suted,  express- 
ly, that  the  propositions  were  to  be  considered  as 
made  by  us;  that  M.  Talleyrand  would  not  be 
reapoDsiole  for  the  success  of  any  one  of  them ; 
he  would  only  undertake  to  use  his  influence  with 
the  Directory  in  support  of  them.  The  proposi- 
tion, he  said,  coneemuga  saspeosion  oThostiuUes 
OB  the  part  of  France,  mw  one  which  proceeded 
entirely  from  himself;  M.  Talleyrand  had  oot 
been  consulted  upon  it,  and  he  could  not  under- 
take to  say  that  that  gentleman  would  consent 
even  to  lay  it  before  the  Directory.  The  propo- 
sitions for  an  advance  to  the  Government  of 
France  of  as  much  money  as  was  due  from  it  to 
oar  citizens  on  contract,  and  as  might  be  dieter- 
mined  to  be  due  for  vessels  improperly  captured 
and  condemned,  was.  he  said,  indispensable,  unless 
we  made  that,  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  any 
other :  for  the  others  would  oot  be  received.  He 
expatiated  on  the  vast  advantages  we  should  de- 
rive from  delay ;  it  was,  he  said,  absolutely  to  gain 
cor  cause.  He  returned  to  the  danger  of  our  situ- 
ation and  the  policy  of  making  with  France  any 
accommodation  which  France  would  assent  to. 
Perhaps,  said  he,  yon  bcdiere  that,  in  returning 
and  exposing  to  yotir  countrymen  tne  onreasona- 
ness  of  the  demands  of  this  Qovemnient,  you 
will  unite  them  in  their  resistance  to  those  de- 
mands; you  are  mistaken;  you  ought  to  know 
that  the  diplomatic  skill  of  France,  and  the  means 
she  possesses  in  your  country,  are  sufficient  to  en- 
able her,  with  the  French  party  in  America,  to 
throw  the  blame  which  will  attend  the  rupture  of 
the  uegotiations  on  the  Federalisb,  as  you  term 
yourselves,  but  on  the  British  parly,  as  France 
terms  yon;  and  you  may  assure  yourselves  this 
will  be  done.  He  concluded  with  declarations  of 
being  perfectly  disinterested,  and  declared  that  his 


only  motives  for  meaking  thus  fredy,  were  his 
friendship  for  M.  Talleyrand,  and  his  wish  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  and  peace  of  the  United  States. 
We  told  him  that  the  freedom  with  which  he  had 
spoken,  and  which  was  agreeaUe  to  us,  would 
induce  us  to  speak  freelv  also :  and  for  once  to 
accompany  our  view  of  the  present  state  of  things 
with  a  retrospect  of  the  past;  that  Amenca  was 
the  ouly  nation  upon  earth  which  felt  and  had  ex- 
hibited a  real  friendship  for  the  Republic  of 
France ;  that  among  the  empires  round  her  which 
were  compelled  to  ^nd  beneath  her  power  and  to 
obey  her  commands,  there  was  not  one  which  had 
voluntarily  acknowledged  her  Government,  or 
manifested  for  it,  spontaneously,  any  mark  of  re- 
gard. America  alone  had  stepped  ftvwaid  and 
^ren  the  most  unequivocal  ptoms  of  a  pure  and 
kiuMre  friendship,  at  a  time  when  almovt  the 
whole  European  world,  when  Austria,  Germaajr, 
Prussia,  Russia,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Holland,  aM 
Britain,  were  leagued  against  France ;  when  her 
situation  was,  in  truth,  hazardous,  and  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  hold  even  friendly  intercourse  with  her, 
America  alone  stood  forward  and  openly  aaa 
boldly  avowed  her  enthusiasm  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
public, and  her  deep  and  sincere  interest  iu  its  fate. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  have  uniformly 
manifested  a  sincere  and  ardent  friendship  for 
France,  and  hare,  as  they  conceive,  in  no  single 
instance,  giren  to  this  Republic  jost  cause  of  um- 
brage; if  they  hare  done  so,  they  wish  it  to  be 
points]  out  to  them.  After  the  iHtermtttati<m  ol 
France  to  hrrak  off  all  intercourse  with  them,  they 
have  sent  three  BuToys  Eztraordioary  to  endeavor 
to  make  such  exi^anations  as  might  produce  re- 
conciliation ;  these  Enroys  are  prepared  to  inreiti- 
gate,  and  wish  to  investigate  any  measures  which 
may  bare  given  any  ofience,  and  are  persuaded 
that  they  can  justify  the  conduct  of  their  Qovera- 
menL  To  this  dbtaot,  unoffending,  friendly  Re- 
public, what  is  the  language  and  toe  conduct  of 
France  ?  Wherever  our  property  can  be  found, 
she  seizes  and  takes  it  from  us ;  unprovoked,  she 
determines  to  treat  us  as  enemies,  and  our  makiog 
no  resistance  produces  no  diminution  of  hostility 
against  us ;  she  abuses  and  insults  our  Qorem- 
ment,  endeavors  to  weaken  it  in  the  estimation  of 
the  people,  recalls  her  own  Minister,  refuses  to  re- 
ceive ours,  and  when  extraordinary  means  are 
taken  to  make  such  explanations  as  may  do  away 
misunderstandingiL  and  such  alterations  in  the  ex- 
isting relations  of  the  two  cuiutiics  as  mar  be 
mutually  satisftetory,  and  may  tend  to  produce 
harmony,  the  Eovoys  who  bear  these  powers  are 
□ot  received;  they  are  not  permitted  to  utter  the 
amicable  wishes  of  their  country,  but,  in  the  haugh- 
ty style  of  a  master,  they  are  told  that,  unless  they 
will  pay  a  sum  to  which  their  resources  scarcely 
extend,  that  they  may  expect  the  vengeance  <n 
France,  and,  like  Venice,  be  erased  from  the  list  <^ 
nations ;  that  France  will  annihilate  the  only  free 
Republic  upon  earth,and  the  only  nation  in  the  uni- 
verse which  has  voluntarily  manifested  for  her  a 
cordial  and  real  friendship!  What  impression 
must  this  nuke  on  the  mind  of  America,  if,  with- 
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oat  proTocatioD,  France  was  detennined  to  make 
war  upon  us.  unless  we  purchased  peace  ?  We 
coald  not  easily  believe  that  even  our  money 
would  »are  us ;  our  iodependence  would  aever 
cease  to  give  offence,  and  would  always  furnish  a 
prrrext  for  fresh  demands.  On  the  advantages  of 
neutrality  it  was  unnecessary  to  say  anything ;  all 
the  efforts  of  our  QovemmeDt  were  exerted  to 
maiotain  it,  and  we  would  never  willingly  part 
with  it.  With  respect  to  a  political  coaoexion 
with  Britain,  we  told  him  that  America  had  never 
eontemplaied  it  Whether  the  danger  he  repre- 
sented that  GoTernment  to  be  in  was  or  was  not 
real,  we  should  not  undertake  to  decide.  Britain, 
we  believed,  had  much  reason  to  wish  for  peace, 
and  France  had  much  reason  to  wish  for  peace 
also ;  if  peace  already  existed  it  would  not  change 
the  course  America  would  pursue.  M.  Y.  mani- 
fested the  most  excessive  impatience ;  be  inter- 
rupted us  and  said  :  This  eloquent  dissertation 
might  be  true  ;  America  might  have  manifested, 
aod  he  believed  had  manifested  gre.it  friendship 
for  France,  and  had  just  complaints  against  her; 
bat  he  did  not  come  to  listen  to  those  complaints. 
The  Minister  would,  on  oui  request,  make  for  us 
certaia  propositions  to  the  Directory  j  he  had  stated 
ihem  to  pa,  and  all  the  answer  he  wished  was,  yes 
w  no:  did  we  or  did  we  not,  solicit  the  Minister 
to  make  the  propositions  for  us  7  We  told  him 
tint,  without  going  further  into  the  discussion,  we 
diose  to  remark  one  or  two  tbiags;  they  were, 
diat  the  existing  treaty  gare  to  France  certain  ad' 
vantages,  which  were  very  essential;  that,  espe- 
cally.  the  American  coast  afforded  a  protection 
tiear  two  thousand  miles  in  extent  to  the  prizes 
made  by  France  on  her  enemies,  and  refused  that 
protection  to  the  prizes  taken  from  her ;  that  she 
might  be  assured  that  in  case  of  war  these  advan- 
ta^  would  be  lost  forever.  We%lso  told  him  we 
were  convinced  that  France  miscalculated  on  the 
parlies  in  America;  thai  the  extreme  injustice 
offered  to  our  country  would  unite  every  man 
against  her.  M.  X.  informed  us  that  M.  Tallejr- 
iind  would  not  consent  even  to  lay  this  proposi- 
tion before  the  Directory,  without  previously  re- 
eeiTUig  the  fifty  thousand  pounds,  or  the  greater 
partoiit.  M.  Y.leAin'wriiing  his  propositions, and 
we  retivned  the  answer  annexed,  and  marked  B. 

NOVBHHSR  1. 
It  was  at  length  agreed  that  we  should  hold 
DO  more  indirect  intercourse  with  the  Qovern- 
ment. 

November  3. 
M.  X.  called  on  us,  and  told  General  Pinckney 
and  General  Marsball,  (Mr.  Gerry  not  being  with- 
in,) that  M.  Y.  wished  once  more  to  see  us.  We 
answered,  that  we  should  at  any  time  be  giad  to 
we  M.  Y.  as  a  private  gentleman  ;  but  that  if  his 
object  was  only  to  repeat  his  propositions  for  mo- 
ney, it  was  perfectly  unnecessary  to  do  so;  be- 
cause, on  that  subject,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to 
change  the  answer  we  bad  already  ^tven.  We 
told  him  further,  that  we  considered  it  as  degrad- 
ing our  country  to  carry  on  further  such  an  indi- 
rect intercourse  aa  we  had  for  some  time  submit- 


ted to,  and  had  determined  to  receive  no  propo- 
sitions, unless  the  persons  who  bore  them  had  ac- 
koowledjged  authority  to  treat  with  us.  He  said, 
that  perhap  M.  Y.  might  have  written  powers 
from  the  Minister,  and  we  replied,  that  if  ne  had 
we  should  receive  his  communications  with  plea- 
sure. He  spoke  of  a  probable  peace  with  England, 
and  having  requested  us  to  be  at  home  in  ute  af- 
ternoon, left  us. 

About  three  o'clock  he  came,  and,  after  some 
conrersaiion,  in  which  we  repealed  in  substance 
what  is  stated  above,  he  showed  us  a  paper,  which 
he  said  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  prepared  for  us  by 
M.  Talleyrand,  requesting  an  explanation  of  part 
of  the  President's  Speech,  and  which  he  caid 
would  be  sent,  unless  we  came  into  the  proposi- 
tions which  had  been  made  us.  We  wished  to 
take  a  copy  of  it  which  he  declined  permitting, 
saying  he  was  forbidden  to  allow  it.  We  spoke 
of  the  letter  coming  to  us  as  a  measure  we  had 
no  expectation  of  preventing;  and  he  said  he 
could  not  understand  that  we  wished  it  delayed. 
To  which  we  answered^  that  the  delay  of  a  few 
days  could  not  be  desired,  unless  a  hope  existed 
that  the  Directory  mieht  become  more  friendly  to 
our  country.  He  said  that  intelligence  had  heai 
received  from  the  United  States,  that  if  Colonel 
Burr  and  Mr.  Madison  had  constituted  the  mis- 
sion, the  difierences  between  the  two  nationa 
would  have  been  accommodated  before  this  time. 
He  added,  as  a  fact  he  was  not  instructed  to  com- 
municate, that  M.  Talleyrand  was  preparing  a 
memorial  to  be  sent  out  to  the  United  States,  com- 
plaining of  us  as  being  unfriendly  to  an  accommo- 
dation with  France.  We  replied  to  his  intelli- 
gence from  the  United  Sutes,  that  the  Minister's 
correspondents  in  America  took  a  good  deal  on 
themselves,  when  they  undertook  to  say  how  the 
Directory  would  have  received  Colonel  Burr  and 
Mr.  Madison ;  and  that  with  respect  to  the  memo- 
rial of  M.  Talleyrand,  it  would  not  be  easy  for 
him  to  convince  our  countrymen  that  the  state- 
ments we  should  make  were  untrue:  if,  however, 
we  w^e  confident  that  our  conduct  would  be  con- 
demned, M.  Talleyrand  might  be  assured  that  the 
fear  of  censure  would  not  induce  us  to  deserve  it : 
but  that  we  should  act  in  a  manner  which  our 
own  judgments  and  consciences  would  approve 
of;  and  we  trusted  we  should  be  sui^HVted  hy  the 
great  body  of  candid  and  honest  men.  In  this 
conversation  we  again  stated,  that  America  had 
taken  a  neutral  position ;  that  she  bad  faithfully 
souffhtto  preserve  it ;  that  a  loan  of  money  to  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers  was  directly  to  take  part 
in  the  war;  and  that  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
against  her  own  judgment  and  will,  under  the 
coercion  of  France,  was  to  surrender  our  independ- 
ence. 


ExhttHt  A,  endosed  fat  ttie  EnvoTs'  letttt,  No.  %  dated 
November  8, 1797. 

I.  The  American  Envoys  shall  remain  here  for 
six  months,  in  the  same  manner,  and  upon  the 
same  footing,  with  regard  to  etiquette,  as  did  M. 
D'Arai^o,  lie  Envoy  of  Portugal. 
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Rdaiiofu  with  Pnutee. 


IL  Tb«re  AzU  be  named  a  commission  of  fire 
members,  agreeably  to  a  form  to  be  esublisbed, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  deciding  upoa  tbe  recIamatioDs 
of  tbe  Amerieaiis,  relaiire  to  the  prizes  maoe  op 
iheffl  by  tbe  French  priraieers. 

III.  Tbe  American  Envoys  will  engage  that 
their  Gorenuncnt  shall  pay  the  indemnifieatioos, 
or  the  amount  of  tbe  sums  already  decreed  to  tbe 
American  creditors  of  the  French  RepaUic,  and 
those  which  shall  be  adjudged  to  tbe  claimants  by 
the  C<Hnmissioners.  This  payment  shall  be  made 
tinder  the  name  of  an  adranee  to  tbe  French  Re- 
public who  will  rtfiay  it  in  a  time  and  manner  to  be 
agreed  upon. 

ly.  One  of  the  American  Envoys  sball  return 
to  America,  to  demand  of  bis  GoTemmeot  the 
necessary  powers  to  purchase,  for  cash,  tbe  thirty- 
two  millioos  of  Dutch  rescriptions,  belonging  to 
the  French  Republic,  in  case  the  Envoys  should 
conclude  a  treaty  which  sball  be  approved  by  tbe 
two  nations. 

V.  In  tbe  interval,  tbe  definitive  treaty  shall 
ftoeeed  for  tbe  termination  of  all  difloreoees  ex- 
Kttng  between  the  French  Repablie  and  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  so  as  that  tbe  treaty  may  be  concluded 
immediately  on  the  return  of  the  deputy. 

VI.  The  question  of  tbe  rile  ^igumage  sball 
remain  suspended  until  the  rettum  of  uie  deputy, 
and  tbe  Commission  sball  not  pronounce  upon  any 
reclamation  where  this  point  diall  be  in  question. 

VII.  During  tbe  six  months  granted  for  the 
going  and  returning  of  the  deputy,  hostilities 
against  the  Americans  shall  be  sttspended,  as  well 
as  tbe  process  for  condemnation  before  the  tribu- 
nals; and  the  money  of  the  prizes  already  con- 
demned, in  the  hands  of  the  civil  officers  of  tbe 
nation,  shall  remain  there  without  being  delivered 
to  the  priTateerfr«ien,  until  the  return  of  the 
deputy. 


Ezlubit  B.  reoetved  with  die  Envoys'  letter,  No.  % 
dated  Novoi^  8, 1797. 

The  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minister^  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  cannot  avoid  ob- 
serving the  verr  unusual  situation  in  which  they 
are  placed,  by  tbe  manner  in  which  they  are  alone 
permitted  to  make  communications  on  tbe  objects 
of  their  mission.  They  are  called  upon  to  pledge 
their  country  to  a  very  great  amount,  to  answer 
demands  which  appear  to  them  as  extraordinary 
as  they  were  unexpected,  without  being  permitted 
to  discuss  the  reason,  the  justice,  or  the  policy,  on 
which  those  demands  are  founded,  and  not  only 
without  assurances  that  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  will,  in  future,  be  respected,  but  without  a 
doeument  to  prove  that  those  to  whom  they  are 
required  to  open  themselves  without  reserve,  and 
at  whose  instance  they  are  called  on  to  sacrifice 
so  much,  are  empowered,  even  by  the  Minister, 
to  hold  anjr  communication  with  them.  Tet,  such 
ii  tbe  anxious  and  real  solicitude  of  tbe  Envoys 
to  seize  any  occasion  which  may  afibrd  a  hope, 
however  distant,  of  coming  to  those  explanations 
which  they  so  mnch  wish  to  make  wiib  this  Re- 
public, that  they  pass  over  the  uncommon  and  in- 


formal  modes  which  have  been  adopted,  and  will 
only  coasider  tbe  propositions  themselves. 

I.  The  Ministers  of  tbe  United  Sutes  will,per- 
mit  no  personal  conuderations  to  inflnence  tneu* 
negotiatioos  with  the  French  Republic.  Although 
they  expMted  that  tbe  extraOTdinarr  means  adopt- 
ed by  their  Goreramoit  to  reconcile  itself  to  that 
of  France  wooM  have  been  received  witb  some 
degree  of  attention,  yet  they  ve  too  solicitous  lo 
enter  upon  die  important  and  interesting  duty  ei 
their  mi«on,  to  permit  tfaemselves  to  be  resbuocd 
by  forms  or  eti^iette. 

II.  On  this  article  it  is  belie  red,  there  can  be 
no  disagreement 

IIL  This  article,  as  explained,  would  oblige  the 
United  States  to  advance^  not  to  their  own  citi- 
zens, but  to  the  Oovernment  of  France,  sums  eqm- 
valent  to  the  depredations  made  by  the  corsairs  <tf 
the  Republic  on  the  American  commerce,  and  to 
tbe  contracts  made  witb  their  citizens  by  C'rance ; 
and  this  advance,  instead  of  benefitting  tbe  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  would  leave  them  pre- 
cisely what  they  now  are,  the  creditors  of  the 
French  Republic.  Tbe  more  extensive  the  d^ 
redations,  and  the  more  considerable  the  contracts 
uncoEuplied  with,  the  more  would  tbe  Govern- 
ment of  France  receive  from  tbe  United  Slates. 
Independent  of  there  objections,  the  Ministers  of 
the  United  Slates  cannot  engage  to  assume,  in  any 
form,  the  debts  due  from  France  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  ;  they  have  no  such  power. 

IV.  If  tbe  negotiations  be  opened,  and  the  prop- 
opitions  for  a  loan,  or  any  other  propositions,  ex- 
ceeding the  powers  of  the  Ministers,  be  mule,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  will  be  eouah- 
ed  thereffli  with  expedition. 

V.  This  m  aajr  proposition  having  for  its  ob- 
jeet  the  eUims  «f  the  two  nations  on  each  other, 
or  an  accommodation  of  diffmnees,  will  be  em- 
tneed  with  ardor  by  the  Blinisters  of  tlie  United 
Stales. 

VI.  It  cannot  escape  notiee,  tlut  the  ^aestkn 
of  the  rNe  ^igu^mge  may  involve  in  it .  evwy 
vessel  taken  nom  the  Umted  States }  the  Minis- 
ters, however,  consider  it,  and  wish  to  take  it  up, 
as  a  subject  of  negotiation. 

VII.  On  this  article  it  is  only  to  be  observed 
that  tbe  season  of  the  year  is  such  as  probably  to 
render  a  return  within  six  months,  of  the  Envoy, 
who  might  sail  to  the  United  States,  impractica- 
ble.  Provision  should  be  made  for  such  an  event. 

If  the  difficulties  attending  tbe  propositions  for 
a  loan,  and  a  compensation  for  past  injuries  be 
such  as  to  require  time  for  their  removal,  the  Min- 
isters of  the  tTnited  States  propose  that  tbe  dis- 
cussions on  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  cotm- 
tries  may  commence  in  the  usual  forms ;  that  tbe 
r^ation  to  each  other  may  be  so  regulated  as  lo 
obviate  future  misunderstandings;  and  that  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  whose  vessels  hare  been  captured, 
may  be  made  after  a  decision  on  the  pomt  first 
mentioned. 

No  diplomatic  gratificaticn  can  precede  tbe  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty. 
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No  3. 

FARiB,  November  27,  1797. 
Dear  Sib:  Oo  the  lllh  instaat  we  transmitted 
the  following  official  letter  to  the  Minister  of  For- 
dga  Affiurs: 

"  Paris,  November  11, 
''in  the  22d  year  of  American  independence. 
"Citizen  Minister:  The  undersigned  Envoys 


"  Guided  by  these  sentiments,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  given  it  in  efaarsre  to  th« 
undersigot^d  to  state  to  the  Executive  Directory 
the  deep  regret  which  he  feels  at  the  loss  or  sob- 
pensioD  of  the  harmony  aod  friendly  intereoune 
which  subsisted  between  the  two  Republics,  and 
his  sincere  wi:»h  to  restore  them ;  td  tliscuss  can- 
didly the  complaints  of  France,  and  to  offer  frankly 
those  of  the  United  States.    Atid  he  has  author- 


Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  i  ized  a  review  of  existing  treaties,  aod  such  alter- 


the  United  States  of  America  to  the  French  Re- 
public, had  the  honor  of  anoouocing  to  you,  offi- 
cially, on  the  6th  of  October,  their  arrival  at  Paris, 
and  of  presenting  to  you,  on  the  8tb,  a  copy  of  their 
letters  of  credence.  Your  declaration  at  that  time, 
that  a  report  on  American  affairs  was  then  pre- 

Biring,  aod  would  Id  a  few  days  be  laid  before  the 
ireetory,  whose  decision  thereon  should,  without 
dday,  be  made  known,  has  hitherto  imposed  ai- 
knce  on  them.  For  this  communication  tbey 
have  waited  with  that  anxious  solicitude  which 


atioDs  thereof  as  shall  consist  with  the  mutual  in- 
terest and  satisfaction  of  the  contracting  parties. 

"  This  task  the  undersigned  are  anxious  to  com- 
mence; and  truly  happy  will  they  be,  if  their  ex- 
ertions can  in  any  degree  contribute  to  restore  that 
friendship,  that  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices, 
which  it  is  alike  their  wish  and  their  duty  to  effect 
between  the  citizens  of  the  two  Republics. 

"The  undersigned  pray  you,  Citizen  Ministtt, 
to  present  this  communication  to  the  Exeeative 
Directory,  and  to  receive  the  assurances  of  their 


so  interesting  an  event  could  not  fail  to  excite,  and  •  most  perfect  consideration. 


with  that  respect  which  is  due  to  the  Government 
ofPrance.  They  have  ntit  yet  received  it;  andso 
mocb  time  has  been  permitted  to  elapse,  soeritical 
is  the  MtuatioQ  of  many  of  their  countrymen,  and 
so  embarrassing  is  that  of  the  undersigned,  both 
as  it  respects  themselves  aod  the  Government  thev 
represent,  that  they  can  no  longer  dispense  with 
the  duty  of  soliciting  your  attention  to  their  mis- 
tioD. 

^The  United  States.  Citizen  Minister,  at  an 
epoch  which  evinced  their  sincerity,  have  given 
incoQtesiaUe  proofs  of  their  ardent  friendship,  of 
their  affection,  for  the  French  Republic.  These 
were  the  result,  not  of  her  unparalleled  prowess 
isd  power,  but  of  their  confidence  in  her  justice 


"CHARLES  C.  PINCKNBT, 
«  3.  MARSHALL, 
"ELBRIDGE  GERRY. 
"  To  the  MiNiarrBR  of  Forbion  Afmirs, 

No  answer  hiving  been  given  to  it  on  the  21st 
instant,  we  requested  Major  Rutledge  to  wait  on 
the  Minister,  aw  inquire  of  him  whether  we  might 
expect  an' answer.  He  replied  thai  he  had  snb- 
mitted  our  letter  to  them,  and  that  they  would  di- 
rect him  what  steps  to  pursue,  of  which  we  should 
be  informed.  We  have  not,  however,  hitherto  re- 
ceived any  official  intimation  relative  to  this  busi- 
ness.  We  are  noi  yet  received  ;  and  the  condem- 


aod  magnanimity;  and  in  such  estimation  [^^^ion  of  onvveasels,  (or -waatot a TdUd'iqjtipage, 
therwiprocityofberfriendbhipheld  by  them,  as  i»  unremittingly  continued.  Frequent  and  urgent 
to  hare  been  a  primary  object  of  national  con-  «-i-t« 
cero.  The  preservation  of  it  was  dear  to  them, 
the  loss  of  it  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret,  and  the 
recovery  of  it,  by  every  measure  which  shall  con- 
sist with  the  rights  of  an  independent  nation,  en- 
gages their  constant  attention.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States,  we  are  authorized  to  declare, 
has  examined,  with  the  most  scrupulous  justice, 
its  conduct  towards  its  former  friend.  It  has  been 
led  to  this  by  a  sincere  desire  to  remove,  of  itself, 
every  just  cause  of  complaint;  conceiving  that, 
with  the  most  upright  intentions,  such  cause  may 
poanbly  exist ;  and  although  the  strictest  search 
hu  produced  no  self-reproach,  although  the  <3ov- 
enuneot  is  conscious  that  it  has  uniformly  sought 
to  preao-Te  with  fidelity  its  engagements  to  France, 
yet,  far  from  wishing  to  exercise  the  privilege  of 
judging  for  itself,  on  its  own  course  of  reasoning, 
and  the  lights  in  its  own  possession,  it  invites  fair 
and  candid  discussion ;  it  solicits  a  reconsideration 
of  the  past ;  it  is  persuaded  its  intentions,  its  views, 
and  its  actions,  must  have  been  misrepresented 
and  mii^understood ;  it  is  convinced  that  the  es- 
sential interests  of  both  nations  will  be  promoted 
by  reconciliation  and  peace ;  and  it  ehorishes  the 
hope  of  meetiog  with  similar  dupositioiis  on  the 
pan  of  the  Directory. 

5th  CoH.— 107 


attempts  have  been  made  to  inveigle  us  again  mto 
negotiation  with  persons  not  officially  authorized, 
of  which  the  obtaining  of  money  is  the  basis.  But 
we  have  persisted  in  declining  to  have  any  fur- 
ther communication  relative  to  diplomatic  busi- 
ness with  persons  of  that  description ;  and  we 
mean  to  adnere  to  this  determination.  We  are 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  present  disposition  of 
the  Government  of  this  country  appears  to  be  as 
unfriendly  towards  ours  as  ever,  and  that  we  have 
very  little  prospect  of  succeeding  in  our  miasiai. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  OERRY. 
Colonel  PicKBBiNa 

No.  4. 

Paris,  December  24, 1797. 
Dear  Sib  :  We  have  not  yet  received  any  an- 
swer to  our  official  letter  to  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  dated  the  Uth  of  last  month,  and 
mentioned  in  No.  3 ;  but  reiterated  attempts  bare 
been  made  to  engage  us  in  negotiation  with  per- 
sons not  officially  authorized ;  and  you  will  find, 
by  the  exhibits  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  herewith 
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sent,  some  importanl  informattoa  relatiTe  to  the 
news  and  iatcDtioiis  of  the  French  Ch)rerDnieDt 
with  respect  to  ours.  We  are  all  of  oiHnton  that  if 
we  were  to  remain  here  for  six  months  loneer.  with- 
out we  were  to  stipulate  the  payment  of  money, 
and  a  great  deal  of  it,  in  some  sbape  or  other,  we 
should  not  be  able  to  effectuate  the  objects  of  our 
mission,  should  we  be  eren  officially  received  ;  od- 
less  the  projected  attempt  on  England  was  to  fail,  or 
a  total  change  take  place  io  the  persons  who  at  pre- 
sent direct  the  afiairs  of  this  GoTemment.  In  this 
situation  of  matters,  we  are  determined,  by  the 
10th  of  next  month,  should  they  remain  as  they 
are,  to  transmit  anoiher  letter  to  (he  Minister,  rep- 
Teseoting,  as  far  as  may  be  expedient,  the  riews  of 
our  Ooremment.   We  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY, 

J.  MARSHALL, 

E.  OERRY. 
CtA.  PicKiKiNo,  Seenianf  SttOe. 

Exhibit  A,  enckwed  in  the  Envoys'  letter  No.  4. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  M.  X.  called  on  me, 
in  order,  as  he  said,  to  gain  some  information  rel- 
ative to  some  laiHls  in  *  •  * ,  purchased  by  •  *  ♦ , 
for  whom  *  *  * .  Soon  afterwards.  General  Mar- 
shall came  in,  and  then  Mr.  Gerry's  carriage  drove 
into  the  yard.  Here  is  Mr.  Gerry,  said  General 
Marshall.  I  am  glad  of  it,  said  M.  X.,  for  I  wished 
to  meet  all  of  you  gentlemea,  to  inform  you  that  M. 
Y.  had  another  message  to  you  from  M.  Talleyrand. 
I  immediately  expressed  my  surprise  at  it,  as  M 
Talleyrand,  M.  Y.,  and  he,  all  linew  our  deter- 
mination to  have  no  further  commanication  on 
the  subject  of  oar  mission  with  persons  not  offi- 
cially authorized.  He  replied  that  determinatioo 
was  made  six  weeks  ago ;  and  It  was  presumed 
that  we  had  changed  oar  opinion.  I  said  that  I 
had  not,  and  I  did  not  believe  that  my  colleagues 
had.  At  that  moment  Mr.  Gerry  entered  the 
room,  and  I  .privately  acquainted  oim  with  the 
object  of  M.  X's  visit.  General  Marshall,  Mr. 
Ckrry,  and  myself,  then  withdrew  into  another 
room,  and  immediately  agreed  to  adhere  to  our 
former  resolution.  M.  X.  was  then  called  in; 
when  I  acquainted  him,  in  a  few  words,  with  our 
delermioatioD  ;  and  Mr.  Gerry  expatiated  more  at 
la^  on  the  propriety  of  our  actmg  in  this  man- 
ner, and  on  the  my  unprecedented  way  in  which 
m  had  been  treated  since  our  arrival. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  a  lady,  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  M.  Talleyrand,  expressed  to  me 
her  concern  that  we  were  still  in  so  unsettled  a 
situation ;  but,  adds  she,  why  will  yon  not  lend  us 
money  ?  If  you  would  but  make  us  a  loan,  all 
matters  would  be  adjusted ;  and,  she  added,  when 
you  were  contending  for  your  revolution,  we  lent 
yon  money.  I  mentioned  the  ver^  great  differ- 
ence there  was  between  the  situation  of  rhe  two 
countries  at  that  period  and  the  present,  and  the 
Tery  different  circumstances  under  which  the  loan 
was  made  us,  and  the  loan  was  now  demanded 
from  us.  She  replied,  we  do  not  make  a  demand ; 
we  think  it  more  delicate*  that  the  offer  should 
come  from  you ;  but  M.  Talleyrand  has  meotioaed 


10  me  (who  am  snrdy  not  in  his  confideoce)  the 
necessity  of  yonr  making  us  a  loao  ;  and  I  know 
that  he  has  mentioned  it  lo  two  or  three  others; 
aod  that  you  have  been  informed  of  it ;  and  I  wiQ 
assure  you  that,  if  you  remain  here  six  months 
longer,  yon  would  not  advance  a  single  step  far- 
ther in  your  negotiations  without  a  loan.  If  that 
is  the  case,  I  replied,  we  may  as  well  go  away  now. 
Why  that,  possibly,  said  she,  m^ht  lead  to  a  rup- 
ture, which  you  had  better  avoid ;  for  we  know 
we  have  a  very  considerable  party  in  America, 
who  are  strongly  in  our  interest.  There  is  no  oc- 
casitm  to  enter  into  a  funher  detail  of  the  conver- 
sation. I  bare  ooly  noted  this  part  of  it  as  expre»- 
siveof  what  1  believe  (as  faras  relates  to  theloui 
and  a  party  in  America  in  their  favor)  to  be  the 
sentiments  of  the  French  Government  with  re- 
gard to  ns. 

C.  C.  PINCKNKT. 

Dbcbhber  21;  1797. 

Exhibit  B,  encloaed  in  the  Envoys'  letter  No.  4. 
[Eatrati  from  General  Mar$haiPt  JotonaL} 

December  17, 1797.  I  stepped  into  Mr.  GenrS 
apartment,  where  I  saw  M.  Y.  He  expressed  his 
regret  at  having  been  disabled  to  dine  with  ns  at 
M.  de  Beanmarchais'  by  an  inveterate  tooth-nche. 
He  then  asked  me  whetoer  I  had  seen  M.  de  Bean- 
marchais lately?  I  told  him  not  since  he  dined 
with  us ;  and  that  he  had  left  us,  much  indisposed. 
He  then  observed  that  be  had  not  known  until 
lately  that  I  was  the  advocate  for  that  i^tleman 
in  his  cause  against  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and 
that  M.  de  Beanmarchais,  in  consequence  of  that 
cireumstanee,  had  expressed  sentiments  of  hi^ 
regard  for  me.  I  replied,  that  M.  de  Beaumar- 
cbais'  cause  was  of  great  magnitude,  and  very 
uncertain  issue;  and,  consequently,  that  a  portion 
of  the  interest  he  felt  In  it  would  very  naturally 
be  transferred  to  his  advocate.  He  immediately 
said  (low  and  apart  j  that  M.  de  Beanmarchais 
had  consented,  provided  his  claim  could  be  es- 
tablished, to  sacrifice  fifty  thousand  pounds  sKt- 
ling  of  it,  as  the  private  gratification  which  bad 
been  required  of  *is ;  so  that  the  gratification  might 
be  made  without  any  actual  loss  to  the  American 
Government.  I  answered,  that  a  gratification  od 
any  terms,  or  io  any  form,  wasasuMect  iriueh 
we  approached  with  much  fear  and  difficnlty,  u 
we  were  not  authorized  by  our  Government  to 
make  one;  nor  had  it  beca  expected  that  oac 
would  be  Decessary :  that  I  conld  not  tudertateto 
say  whether  my  colleagues  would  consent  to  it, 
in  any  state  of  things;  but  I  could  undertake  to 
say  no  one  of  us  would  consent  to  it,  unless  it  was 
preceded  or  accom^Aoied  by  a  full  and  entire  K- 
cogniiioD  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  on  the  objects  of  our  mission. 
He  said  it  wa^  io  the  expectation  of  that  event 
only  that  he  mentioned  it.  We  parted ;  and  I  stated 
the  conversation  to  General  Pinckney,  who  wai 
disinclined  to  any  stiputatioii  of  the  sort,  and  con- 
sidered it  as  a  renewal  of  the  old  reprobated  sys- 
tem of  indirect  unauthorized  negotiation. 

Having  been  originally  the  counsel  of  M.  de 
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fieaumarchais,  I  had  determined,  and  so  I  had  in- 
formed Oeoeral  Piackney,  that  I  would  not,  by 
ray  roice,  establish  any  agreemeot  io  his  favor; 
bvt  ihat  I  would  positively  oppose  any  admission 
of  the  claim  of  anv  FrencQ  citizen,  if  not  accom- 
paoied  with  the  claims  of  the  American  citizens 
for  property  captured  and  condemned  for  want  of 
a  riU  a?(quipage.  My  reason  for  conceiving  that 
Ibis  ought  to  be  stipulated  eziwesiily  was  a  con- 
Tietkm  that,  if  it  was  referred  to  commissioners, 
tt  would  be  committing  absolutely  to  chance  as 
com[dete  a  richt  as  any  individuals  ever  possessed. 
General  Piacltney  was  against  admitting  the  claim 
It  any  rate. 

After  my  return,  Mr.  Gerry  came  into  my  room, 
aad  told  me  that  M.  Y.  bad  called  on  him,  to  ac- 
company him  on  a  visit  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  that  he 
proposed  seeing  M.  Talleyrand,  and  retorning  the 
civUity  of  the  dinner ;  and  endeavoring  to  bring 
abooi  some  intercourse  between  bim  and  ns. 

December  18.  General  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Grerry 
met  in  my  room;  and  Mr.  Gterry  detailed  to  us 
the  conrersatioQS  mentioned  in  our  public  letter. 
The  proposition  relative  to  the  claim  of  M.  de 
Bcaumarchais  is  entirely  different  from  my  un- 
dentaodiuK  of  it,  in  the  very  brief  statement  made 
to  me  by  M.  Y.  We  resolved  that  we  would 
rigidly  adhere  to  the  rule  we  had  adopted,  to  enter 
into  no  negotiation  with  pernons  not  formally  au- 
thorized to  treat  with  ns.  We  came  also  to  the 
determination  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Relations,  stating  the  object  of  our  mis- 
sion, and  discussing  the  subjects  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  in  like  manner  as  if  we 
had  been  actually  received;  and  to  close  the  let- 
in  with  requesting  the  Government  to  open  the 
negotiation  with  ns,  or  to  grant  ui  our  pasqmrts. 

Exhibit  Ct  endosed  in  the  Envoys*  letter  No.  4. 

December  13.  Mr.  Gerry  accidentally  calling 
on  General  Pinckney,  found  M.  X.,  and  was  soon 
informed  that  bis  object  was  to  obtain  another 
isterview  between  the  Ministers  and  M.  Y.  on  the 
tSuTs  of  their  mission.  General  Marshall  hap- 
pening also  to  he  ihere,  we  retired  into  another 
room,  and  immediately  agreed  to  adhere  to  our 
former  determination,  not  to  have  any  more  infor- 
mal communications.  M.  X.  having  been  called 
in,  General  Pinckney  briefly  communicated  our 
determination :  and  Mr.  Gerry  observed  that  he 
was  much  hurt  by  this  proposiiton ;  that  the  Min- 
isters had  already  proceeded  further  in  this  mode  of 
cunmunicatioD  than,  perhaps,  they  could  justify ; 
that  they  had  refused  six  weeks  Eigo  to  renew  it ; 
and  that  some  regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  their 
feelings,  which  had  been  sufficiently  mortified  ; 
that  tne  proposition  was  disrespectful  to  the  En- 
Toys,  as  It  betrayed  a  belief  that  they  had  lost  the 
sense  of  their  dignity,  and  were,  indeed,  incom- 
petent to  their  office ;  that,  had  there  been  but  one 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  he  ought  to  hare  had  an  au- 
dienee  in  a  few  days ;  and  that,  for  three  to  remain 
between  two  and  three  months  in  this  situation 
vas  too  fanmilkting,  too  debasing,  for  any  nation 
to  snlmit  to  it ;  that,  for  his  own  pairt,  had  he  been 


sent  to  any  other  nation  in  Europe,  with  two  other 
Envoys,  he  would  not  have  consented  to  have 
remained  in  such  a  state  ten  days;  that,  knowing 
the  great  desire  of  the  Government  and  nation  of 
the  United  States  to  be  at  peace  with  France,  he 
had,  with  his  colleagues,  submitted  to  this  indig- 
nity, at  the  risk  of  the  severe  censure  of  the  for- 
mer.  Having  also  inquired  of  M.  X.  at  what 
time  M.  Talleyrand  could  be  seen,  the  former  said 
he  would  inquire  of  M.  Y.,  who,  on  the  16th,  in 
the  evening,  sent,  in  Mr.  Qerry^s  absence  from  his 
lodgings,  a  billet,  as  follows :  "  M.  Y.  has  the 
honor  to  present  his  respects  to  Mr.  Gerry,  and  to 
inform  him  that  he  wilt  have  the  honor  to  wait 
on  him  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  go 
together  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations.  He 
is,  with  respect.,"  Ac.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
M.  Y.  came  in  while  Mr.  Gerry  was  at  breakfast, 
not  having  received  an  answer  to  bis  note;  and 
Mr.  Marshall  coming  in,  M.  Y.  took  him  aside, 
and  conferred  with  him  a  considerable  time;  after 
which,  the  former  and  the  rest  of  the  family  left 
the  room:  and  M.  Y.  and  Mr.  Gerry  being  toge- 
ther, Mr.  Gerry  told  him  that  his  object  in  see- 
ing M.  Talleyrand  was  to  return  a  civUity,  )w  re- 
questing him  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  with  Mr.Q. 
who  intended  to  invite  his  colleagues;  by  this 
interview  to  promote,  if  possible,  a  better  oiuleF- 
standing  between  the  Minister  and  the  American 
Envoys.   And  Mr.  G.  also  proposed  to  eonf«  wiA 
the  Minister  on  the  disagreeable  situation  the  En- 
voys were  in,  and  to  stale  lo  him  some  reports 
which  appear  to  be  founded,  respecting  a  propo- 
sition before  the  Directory  for  sending  off  all 
Americans  in  a  short  period;  but  Mr.  Gerry  add- 
ed that  he  could  not  near  a  word  on  the  subject 
of  a  mission,  or  the  preliminaries  to  a  negotiation, 
as  the  Envoys  had  determined  unanimously  against 
any  informal  communications  on  the  subject.  M. 
Y.  in  answer,  said  that  Mr.  Marshall  had  just 
heard  bim  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  and  that  we 
might  consider  it.  as  he  did,  merely  as  a  conversa- 
tion between  ourselves.   He  then  stated  that  ttPO 
measures,  which  M.  Talleyrand  proposed,  beiiq; 
adopted,  a  restoration  of  friendship  between  the 
RepuUics  would  follow  immediately:  the  one 
was  «  gratuity  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  steriiw, 
the  other  a  pnrchase  of  thirty-two  millions  of  toe 
Dutch  resenptions ;  that,as  to  the  first,  M.  de  Beau- 
marchais  had  recovered,  in  a  cause  depending  m 
Virginia, between  that  State  and  himself,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  that 
there  was  an  appeal  from  the  judgment ;  that  he 
would  sis^n  an  act  to  relinquish  forty-five  thousand 
pounds,  ff  the  whole  should  be  finally  recovered, 
leaving  only  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  him- 
self; that  the  forty-five  thousand  pounds  might 
accrue  to  the~  United  States,  who  would,  in  that 
case,  lose  hut  a  small  pert  of  the  fifty  thousand 
pounds;  that  the  purcnase  of  sixteen  millions  of 
rescriptions  would  amount  to  but  one  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  f pounds,]  six 
shiUings  and  eight  pence  sterling,  which,  with  an 
interest  of  five  per  c«al..  would  be  certainly  paid 
by  the  Goremment  of  Holland  to  the  United 
States,  and  leave  them  widioat  any  loas }  that  mor« 
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than  half  the  sum  may  now  be  hired  ia  Hollaad, 
OQ  the  credit  of  the  rescriptioos,  and  aa  easy  ar- 
raDgement  be  made  for  payoient.  by  short  io&tat- 
ments,  which  tnlgbt  be  obtaioea  also  by  a  loan; 
that  it  waa  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Eavoyi;  to 
coDsider  whether  by  so  small  a  sacrifice  they  would 
establish  a  peace  with  France,  or  whether  they 
would  risk  the  coDseq-JCDces }  that,  if  QOthiog  could 
be  done  by  the  Envoys,  ariaogements  would  be 
made  forthwith  to  ravage  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States  by  frigates  from  St.  Domingo;  that  small 
Sutes,  which  bad  offended  France,  were  suffering 
by  it;  that  Hamburg,  and  other  cities  in  that 
quarter,  would,  within  a  month  or  two,  have  their 
Governments  changed ;  that  Switzerland  would 
imdergo  the  same  operation ;  and  that  Portugal 
would  probably  be  in  a  worse  predicament;  that 
the  expedition  against  England  would  be  certainty 
pursued ;  and  that  the  present  period  was  the  most 
favorable,  if  we  wished  to  adopt  any  measure  fur 
a  pacification.  Mr.  Gerry,  in  answer,  said  that,  if 
the  French  were  disposed  to  pursue  with  ven 
geance  the  United  States,  they  might,  perhaps,  rav- 
age their  coasts,  and  injure  them  in  tnis  way,  but 
they  never  could  bubdue  them :  the  measure  he 
thought  utterly  imptactieable.  even  if  attempted 
by  France  and  her  allies.  To  which  M.  T.  asseut- 
ed.  Mr.  Gerry  observed,  further,  t^t  the  ravages 
alluded  to  would  undoubtedly  closely  connect  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  the 
former  from  returning  to  the  iriendship  which 
Ihey  have  ever  bad  for  France ;  that,  as  to  the  pro- 
positions, he  should  express  no  opinion  on  them ; 
that  his  situation,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  was 
extremely  difficult ;  that  the  Directory  were  exclu- 
sively prejudiced  against  the  Grovernment  of  the 
United  States,  and  considered  them  as  the  friends 
of  Great  Britain;  that,  if  the  Envoys  could  have 
an  opportunity  oi'  being  heard,  they  could  remove 
such  impressions,  and  show  that  the  Government 
were  the  friends  of  France  as  much  as  of  Great 
Britain ;  hut  that  the  Envoys  were  now  in  the  most 
painful  situation ;  that  they  were  treated,  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  and  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment  and  nation,  with  the  utmo&t  contempt,  and 
were  sabmttting  to  indignities  which  they  could 
not  reconcile  to  their  feelings,  or  justify  to  their 
eoDstitoentB.  M.  Y.  said  that  the  oluiervations 
were  just,  but  that  the  American  Envoys  had  not 
experienced  worse  treatment  than  other  Ministers, 
nor  indeed  as  bad ;  that  the  Envoy  of  Portugal 
was  again  ordered  to  depart;  and  that  but  little 
ceremony  was  observed  to  the  Envoys  in  genieral. 
M.  Y.  and  Mr.  Gerry  then  took  a  ride  lo  M.  Tal- 
leyrand's bureau,  who  received  them  politely;  and 
after  being  sealed,  Mr.  Gerry  observed  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  English,  slowly,  that  M.  Y.  had  stated 
to  him  that  morning  some  propositions  as  coming 
from  M.  Talleyrand,  respecting  which  Mr.  (Serry, 
could  give  no  opinion ;  that  his  object  at  this  in- 
terriew  was  to  re|quest  of  him  information  whether 
he  would  fix  a  time  for  taking  a  dinno-  with  Mr. 
Gerry,  at  which  be  proved  to  invite  his  col- 
leagues; that  he  wished  fw  more  frequent  inter- 
viewaof  some  kind  orotberbeiweenbimselfandthe 
Envoys,  conceiving  that  many  imaginary  diAeql- 


ties  which  obstructed  tbe  negotiation  would  van- 
ish by  this  means,  and  that  those  which  were  real 
would  be  surmounted;  that,  coDceivingthe  delicate 
part  which  the  Minister  of  France  had  to  act  it 
this  time,  he  did  not  wish  M.Talle]rrand  lo  accept 
the  invitation,  if  it  would  subject  him  to  ioconve- 
niences;  that  he  wished  to  speak  on  another 
ject,  and  it  was  painful  tohim  to  acknowledge  that 
the  precarious  situation  of  the  Envoys  was  aaG^ 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  take  meuDra 
for  decent  arrangements ;  that,  a  short  time  sioce, 
he  had  supposed  measures  were  taking  a  favorable 
turn,  but  that  lately  he  had  received,  from variou 
quarters,  information  of  a  report  made  by  theHia- 
ister  of  tbe  Interior,  and  under  the  eonsiderBtim 
of  the  Directory,  for  sending  all  Americans  fioo 
Paris  in  twenty-four  hours;  that  he  could  not  be 
responsible  for  the  truth  of  the  information,  bni  it 
appeared  to  him,  as  well  from  the  various  qusrteti 
from  which  it  came,  as  from  the  intelligence  of 
the  persons  who  gave  it,  to  be.  highly  probtUe; 
that,  if  this  was  the  case,  it  was  unnecessary  for 
the  Directory,  as  he  conceived,  to  pass  any  airi. 
as  it  respected  the  Envoys,  for  that  they  woold 
depart  from  Paris  whenever  it  was  hinted  u  the 
wish  of  the  Directory  ;  that,  for  his  own  ptri,lM 
should  feel  more  at  ease,  until  we  were  reeeiTed, 
to  reside  in  a  city  of  some  other  nation  than  tbit 
of  France ;  and  to  return  to  Paris  on  aoiiee  that 
the  Directory  were  disposed  to  open  the  negoti-  i 
atioo.  M.  Talleyrand  appeared  to  be  very  uneasy  | 
at  this  declaration,  but  avoided  saying  a  word  on  i 
it.  He  said  that  tne  information  M.  Y.  had  gives  | 
me  was  just,  and  might  always  be  relied  oo,  bat 
that  he  would  reduce  to  writing  his  proposiiioDs,  i 
which  he  accordingly  did ;  and  after  he  had  shown  I 
them  to  Mr.  Gerry,  he  burnt  the  paper.  The  sob- 
stance  was  as  follows.   [See  No.  1,  belowj  | 

He  then  said  that  be  accepted  of  the  iovitatioDi 
that  he  would  dine  with  him  the  decwfe  after  die  ^ 
present,  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Mr.  Gerrjr  did  not  repeat  all  that  be  bad  said  to  | 
M.  Y.,  having  no  doubt  he  would  commoaiate 
the  whole  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  and  after  expretaig  i 
a  friendship  for  the  French  Republic,  and  a  warm  I 
desire  to  renew  tbe  former  attachment  of  tbe  two  i 
Republics,  which  M.  Talleyrand  warmly  ree?-  | 
rocated,  Mr.  Oerry  bade M.  Talleyrand  adiea,l(aT-  , 
ing  with  him  M.  Y. 

No.  1. 

That  the  Envoys  should  come  forward  geaei- 
ally,  and  say : 

"France  has  been  serviceable  to  the  Uoiie^ 
Stales,  and  now  they  wish  to  be  serviceable  to 
France.  Understanding  that  tbe  French  Rqub- 
lie  has  sixteen  millions  of  Dutch  reieriptions  to 
sell,  the  United  States  will  irarcbase  them  at  pu, 
and  will  give  her  further  assistance  when  in  toeit 
power. 

**  The  first  anangement  being  made,  tbe  Freseb 
Government  will  take  measures  for  reimbamig 
the  equitsble  demands  of  America  ari^g  Aw 
prizes,  and  to  give  free  navigation  to  weir  ihipi 
IB  futnre." 
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FRANCE. 

[Commonicated  to  Congress,  May  4,  1798.] 

OcaffeiMtt  of  tie  Senate,  and 

Gmtkmen  iff  tk»  Hmut  of  R^etentatinu  ■■ 

I  DOW  tnnsmit  to  CoDgress  copies  of  all  the 
eommiiiiicatioDs  from  our  Bovoys  Extraordioary, 
Rceived  since  their  arrival  in  Paris,  exceptiag 
those  before  nesrated  by  me  to  both  Houses. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

No.  6. 

Pabis,  February  7, 1798. 

Dear  Sir:  We  transmit  to  you,  in  this  eoclo- 
anre,  onr  last  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
ReUtioDs.  Though  dated  the  17th  ult.,  it  was 
not,  on  account  ot  the  time  taken  to  translate  so 
long  a  letter,  delivered  till  the  Slst.  In  our  com- 
municalions  here,  although  we  hare,  agreeably  to 
yoar  instructionsj  written  in  our  own  language, 
ve  have  at  the  same  time  taken  the  precaution, 
lest  our  meaning  should  be  misrepresented  or  mis- 
undprstood,  to  accompany  them  with  an  accurate 
translation.  We  have  not  yet  received  any  an-  '■ 
swer  to  this  communication,  and  should  no  notice 
be  taken  of  it  in  a  few  days,  we  shall  apply  in  a 
more  explicit  mana.er  for  our  passports. 

The  councils  have  passed  the  decree  mentioned 
in  No.  5,  as  having  been  recommended  by  the 
Directory,  to  capture  and  condemn  all  neutral 
Tessels  laden  in  part,  or  in  whole,  with  the  manu- 
factures or  productions  of  England,  or  its  posses- 
sions. We  enclose  you  the  official  copy  of  the 
report  on  that  subject,  and  shall  represent  to  this 
Government  the  injustice  and  injury  which  it 
must  inevitably  occasion  us. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY. 

Colonel  Pickering, 

Secretary  of  the  United  States. ' 

To  the  Hiuistar  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  Re- 
public 

Citizen  Minister:  The  undersigned,  Minis- 
ters Plenipotentiary  and  Envoys  Extraordiaarv 
from  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  French 
Republic,  have  been  hitherto  restrained,  by  the 
expectation  of  entering  oo  the  objects  of  their 
mission  in  the  forms  usual  among  nations,  from 
addressing  to  the  Executive  Directory,  throusti 
yoQ,  those  explanations  and  reclamations  with 
which  they  are  charged  by  the  Government  they 
represent.    If  this  expectation  is  to  be  relin- 

Siished,  yet  the  unfeigned  wbh  of  the  United 
tttes  to  restore  that  harmony  between  the  two 
RepuUies,  which  they  have  so  unremittingly 
■OQght  to  preserve,  renders  it  the  duty  of  the  un- 
dersigned to  lay  before  the  Government  of  France, 
however  informal  the  communication  may  be 
deemed,  some  considerations,  in  addition  to  those 
heretofore  submitted,  relative  lo  the  sabsifting 
'ifl^rences  between  the  two  nations. 


Openly  and  repeatedly  have  France  and  Amer- 
ica interchanged  unequivocal  testimonials  of  re> 
ciprocal  regard.  These  testimonials  were  given 
by  the  United  States^  with  all  the  ardor  ana  sin- 
cerity of  youth.  It  is  still  believed  that,  on  the 
part  of  France  they  were  likewise  the  offspring 
of  real  esteem.  They  were  considered  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantie  as  evidencing  a  mutual 
friendship,  to  be  as  durable  as  the  Repuolics  than* 
selves.  Unhappily  the  scene  is  changed,  and 
America  looks  round  in  vain  for  the  afiy  or  the 
friend.  The  contrast,  both  of  language  and  of 
conduct,  which  the  present  so  avowedry  exhibits 
to  a  portion  of  the  past,  has  been  repeatedly  attrib- 
uted by  France  to  a  disposition  alleged  to  exist  in 
the  Goverament  of  the  United  States,  unfriendly 
to  this  Republic,  and  partial  towards  its  enemies. 

That  Crovernment,  astonished  at  a  reproach  so 
unfounded  in  fact,  so  contradicted  by  its  declara- 
tions and  its  conduct,  could  scarcely  consider  the 
charge  as  serious,  and  has  ever  cherished  the 
hope  that  a  candid  review  of  its  conduct,  fonnded 
on  the  documents  and  aided  by  the  arguments 
with'  which  the  Executive  Directory  has  ^en  fur* 
nished.  wonld  have  rescued  it  from  the  injurious 
suspicion.  Thia  hope  seems  not  to  have  beat 
realized.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  deem  it 
proper  to  precede  their  application  for  that  jnstice 
which  they  claim  from  France,  by  an  eObrt  to 
remove  the  cause  which  is  alleged  to  have  pro- 
duced the  injuries  of  which  they  complain.  With 
this  view,  they  pray  the  attention  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory  to  a  serious  and  candid  reconsider- 
ation of  the  leading  measures  adopted  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  they  pei^ 
suade  themselves  that,  however  various  and  mul- 
tiplied the  channels  may  be  through  which  mis- 
information, concerning  the  disposition  of  that 
Government,  may  have  been  received,  yet  this 
reconsideration  must  remove  unfoundeu  preju- 
dices, and  entirety  exculpate  the  American  nation 
from  an  accusation  it  knows  to  be  unfounded,  and 
believes  to  be  supported  by  no  single  fact. 

When  that  war,  which  has  been  wvged^  with 
such  unparalleled  fury,  which,  in  its  vast  rieisai- 
tudes  of  fortime,  has  alternately  threatened  the 
very  existence  of  the  conflicting  parties,  but  which, 
in  its  progress,  has  surrounded  France  with  splen- 
dor, and  added  stilt  more  to  her  glory  than  to  her 
territory ;  when  that  war  first  involved  those 
nations  with  whom  the  United  States  were  in 
habits  of  friendly  intercourse,  it  became  iocum- 
bent  on  their  Government  to  examine  their  situa- 
tion, their  connexions,  and  their  duties.  America 
found  herself  at  peace  with  all  the  belligerent 
Powers ;  she  was  connected  with  some  of  them  by 
treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  with  France 
by  a  treaty  of  alliance  also.  These  several  trea- 
ties were  considered  with  the  most  serious  atten- 
tion, and  with  a  sincere  wish  to  determine,  by 
fair  construction,  the  obligatious  which  they  reallr 
imposed.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  was  a  fliU 
conviction  that  her  engagements  by  no  means 
bound  her  to  take  part  in  the  war,  but  left  her  ao 
far  the  mistress  of  her  own  conduct  as  to  be  mt 
perfect  liberty  to  olmrre  a  system  of  real  neo- 
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trality.  It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  analyze  those 
treaties,  in  order  to  support  the  propriety  of  this 
decision,  because  it  is  not  recollected  ever  to  have 
been  questioned,  and  is  believed  not  to  admit  of 
doubt. 

Being  bound  by  no  duty  to  enter  into  the  war, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  conceived 
itself  bound  by  duties  the  most  sacred  to  alwtain 
from  it.  Contemplating  man,  even  in  a  different 
society,  as  the  natural  friend  of  roan,  a  state  of 
peace,  though. unstipulated  by  treaty,  was  consid- 
ered as  Imposing  obligations  not  to  be  wantonly 
violated. 

These  obligations,  created  by  the  taws  of  nature, 
were  in  some  instances  strengthened  by  solemn 
existing  engagements,  of  which  good  faith  re- 
quired a  religious  observance. 

To  a  sense  of  mural  right,  other  considerations 
of  the  greatest  magnitude  were  added,  which  for- 
bade the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
plunge  them  unnecessarily  into  the  miseries  of 
the  bloody  conflict  then  commencing.  The  great 
nations  ot  Europe,  either  impelled  by  ambition  or 
by  existing  or  supposed  political  interests,  peculiar 
to  themselves,  hare  consumed  more  than  a  third 
q{  the  present  century  in  wars.  Whatever  causes 
may  have  produced  so  afflicting  an  evil,  they  can- 
not be  supposed  to  hare  been  entirely  extingmsbed, 
and  himianity  can  scarcely  indulge  the  hope,  that 
the  temper  or  condition  of  man  is  so  altered  as  to 
exempt  the  next  century  from  the  ills  of  the  pa&t. 
Strong  fortifications,  powerful  navies,  immense 
armies,  the  accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  and  a 
full  population,  enable  the  nations  of  Europe  to 
support  those  wars  in  wfaict^  they  are  induced  to 
eng^tfe,  by  motives  which  they  deem  adequate, 
and  by  interests  exclusively  their  own.  In  all  re- 
nnets different  is  the  sitaation  of  the  United 
States ;  possessed  of  an  extensive  unsettled  terri- 
tory, on  which  bountiful  nature  has  bestowed, 
with  a  lavish  hand,  all  the  capacities  for  future 
legitimate  greatness,  they  indulge  no  thirst  for 
conquest,  no  ambition  for  the  extension  of  their 
limits.  Encircled  by  no  dangerous  Powers,  they 
neither  fear  nor  are  jealous  of  their  neignbors, 
and  are  not,  on  that  account,  obliged  to  arm  for 
their  own  safetv.  Separated  from  Europe  by  a 
vast  and  friendiv  ocean,  they  are  but  remotely,  if 
at  all,  affected  by  those  interests  which  agitate 
and  influence  this  portion  of  the  globe.  Thus 
circumstanced,  they  have  no  motive  for  a  volan- 
tary  war;  on  thecontrary,  the  most  powerful  con- 
siderauons  une  them  to  avoid  it.  An  extensive 
and  imdefended  commerce,  peculiarly  necessary 
to  a  nation  which  does  not  manu&cture  for  itself, 
which  is,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come  will  be, 
almost  exclusively  agricoltnral,  would  have  been 
its  immediate  and  certain  victim.  The  surplus 
moduee  of  their  labor  must  have  perished  on  their 
Land^  and  that  increase  of  population  so  essential 
to  a  young  country,  must,  with  their  prosperity, 
have  sustained  a  serious  check.  Their  exertions, 
too,  would  not  have  been  considerable,  unless  the 
war  had  been  transferred  to  tbeir  own  bosom. 

Great  as  are  the  means  and  resources  of  the 
United  States  for  self-defence,  it  is  only  in  self- 


defence  that  those  resources  can  be  completely 
displayed.  Neither  the  genius  of  the  nation,  nor 
the  state  of  its  finances,  admit  of  callins  its  citi- 
zens from  the  plough,  but  to  defend  their  own 
liberty  and  their  own  firesides.  How  eriraiBal 
must  have  been  that  Government  which  could 
bare  plunged  its  constituents  into  a  war,  to  which 
they  were  neither  impelled  by  duty  nor  solicited 
by  intercitt ;  in  which  they  committed  so  much  to 
hazard,  in  which  ibey  most  suffer,  in  order  to  act 
efficiently^  and  could  only  display  their  energy  in 
repelling  invasion  !  But  motives  still  more  pow- 
erful than  the  calamities  of  the  moment  have 
influenced  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  was,  ^rhaps,  impossible  to  have  engaged 
voluntarily  in  the  existing  conflict,  without  launch- 
ing into  the  almost  boundless  ocean  of  European 
politics ;  without  contracting  habits  of  national 
conduct  and  forming  close  political  ctHinexioiis, 
which  must  have  coiApromitted  the  future  peace 
of  the  nation,  and  have  involved  it  in  all  the  fu- 
ture quarrels  of  Europe.  A  long  train  of  armie^ 
debts,  and  taxes,  checaiog  the  growth,  diminish- 
ing the  happiness,  and  perhaps  endangering  the 
li^rty  of  the  United  States,  must  have  followed 
the  adoption  of  such  a  system.  And  for  what 
purpose  should  it  have  been  adopted?  For  what 
purpose  should  America  thus  burden  herself  with 
the  conflicts  of  Europe?  Not  to  comply  with 
any  engagements  she  has  formed ;  not  to  promote 
her  own  views,  her  own  objects,  her  own  bald- 
ness, or  her  own  safety ;  but  to  more  as  a  satel- 
lite around  some  greater  planet,  whose  laws  she 
must  of  necessity  obey.  In  addition  to  these 
weighty  considerations,  it  was  believed  that  France 
would  derive  more  benefit  from  the  neutrality  of 
America  than  from  her  becoming  a  party  in  the 
war. 

The  determination,  then,  of  the  Government  c£ 
the  United  States  to  preserve  that  neutral  station 
in  which  the  war  found  them,  far  from  manifest- 
ing a  partiality  for  the  enemies  of  France,  was 
only  a  measure  of  justice  to  itself  and  to  others, 
and  did  not  even  derogate  from  that  predilection 
for  this  Republic  which  it  has  so  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed and  displayed.  Having  avowed  this  de- 
termination, increased  motives  of  honor  and  <tf 
duty  commanded  its  faithful  observance.  It  is 
not  a  principle  which  remains  now  to  he  settled, 
that  a  fraudulent  neutrality  is  no  neutralitjat  alL 
and  that  the  nation  which  would  beadnutted  to 
its  privileges,  must  also  perform  the  duties  it  en* 
joins.  Had  the  Government  of  the  United  Staler 
declaring  itself  neutral,  indulged  its  partialities  by 
granting  favor*  unstipulated  by  treaty  to  one  of 
the  belligerent  Powers,  which  it  refused  to  another, 
it  could  no  longer  have  claimed  the  immunities  oi 
a  situation  of  which  the  obligations  were  foigoi* 
ten  ;  it  would  have  become  a  party  to  the  war  as 
certainly  as  if  war  had  been  openly  and  formally 
declared,  and  it  would  have  added  to  the  madocM 
of  wantonly  engaging  in  such  a  hazardous  con- 
flict, the  dishonor  of  insinc^and  fraudulent  con- 
duct ;  it  would  have  attained,  cironitously,  an 
object  which  it  could  not  (rfainlv  avow  or  directly 
pursue,  and  would  have  tricked  the  people  o(  tw 
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United  States  iDto  a  war  which  it  could  not  ven- 
tuie  opeoly^  to  declare. 

It  was  matter  of  real  delight  to  the  Govera- 
meat  and  people  of  America,  to  be  informed  that 
France  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  peace  they 
enjoyed. 

The  undersigned  have  been  induced  to  rest 
upon  this  first  necessary  and  decisive  step,  taken 
by  their  QoFernment,  although  its  propriety  may 
not  be  controverted,  from  a  coDviction,  that  if  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  observe  a  fair  and 
huiest  nentralit?  be  established,  the  general 
chi^ea  of  an  unfriendly  disposition^  made  against 
them  by  France,  mau  be  relinqnished,  because 
the  focts,  by  which  those  charts  are  supported, 
will  be  found  to  have  grown  ioeTitably  out  of 
that  situation. 

This  measure  was  accompanied  by  ftuoiher, 
which,  io  repetling  so  astonishiog  a  charge  as  par- 
tiality for  the  enemies  of  France,  deserves  to  be 
noticed.  Soon  after  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  notified  to  its  citizens  the  duties 
which  its  neutrality  enjoined,  Mr.  Genet,  the  first 
Minister  from  this  Republic,  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia; although  his  conduct  bad  been  such  as  to 
give  cause  for  serious  alarm ;  although  before  he 
was  even  acknowledged  as  a  Minister,  or  had 
reached  the  authority  which  could  inspect  his 
credentials,  he  had  assumed  the  functions  of  the 
Government  to  which  he  was  deputed,  yet  that 
Government  resolved  to  see  in  him  only  the  rep- 
Ksentatire  of  a  Republic,  to  which  it  was  sin- 
cerely attached,  gave  him  the  same  warm  and 
cordial  reception  which  he  had  experienced  from 
its  citizens,  without  a  single  exception,  from 
Charleston  to  Philadelphia.  The  then  situation 
(rf*  France  deserves  to  be  remembered. 

While  the  recollection  adds,  Citizen  Minister, 
to  the  glory  with  which  your  nation  is  encircled, 
it  estatilishes  the  sincerity  of  the  United  States. 

The  most  formidable  combination  the  world 
had  ever  seen  threatened  the  extermination  of  this 
Republic.  Austria,  Germany,  Prussia,  Britain, 
Spain,  Holland,and  Sardinia,  were  in  arms  against 
France,  and  Russia  was  leagued  in.  the  coalition. 
Nor  was  this  all.  The  Republic,  distracted  by 
internal  divisions,  contained  numerous  enemies 
within  its  own  bosom,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  its  proper  force  was  arrayed  against  itsuf.  In 
SQch  a  state  of  thing^  the  most  sanguine  might 
fear,  and  the  most  ardent  hesitate.  Confident  in 
their  strength,  and  relying  on  success,  the  coa- 
lesced Powers  sought  to  arm,  in  their  cause,  the 
residue  of  the  world,  and  deemed  it  criminar  to 
leknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  Republic. 
The  nations  of  Europe,  even  those  who  had  not 
entered  into  the  contest,  were  either  themselves 
Qnwilling  to  acknowledge  this  sovereignty,  or 
were  deterred  by  fear  from  doing  so.  Had  the 
partialities  of  America  been  against  France,  this 
example  would  have  been  followed.  According 
to  the  rules  of  ordinary  calculation,  the  measure 
would  have  been  safe,  and  consequently  a  Gov- 
ernment, feeling  the  attachments  now  so  unjustly 
•ttribnted  to  tnat  of  the  United  States,  would 
lutve  indicated  those  attachments  by  its  adoption. 


Far  from  pursuing  such  a  system,  the  United 
States,  unawed  by  the  strength  of  the  coalition, 
received  with  open  arms  the  Minister  ot  (his  Re- 
public, acknowledged  with  enthusiasm  the  Gov- 
ernment which  had  deputed  him,  overlooked  his 
extraordinary  attacks  on  their  sovereignty,  and 
manifested  a  cordial  friendship  for  his  nation,  and 
a  sincere  wish  for  its  success. 

Scarcely  were  the  first  ceremonies  of  his  recep- 
tion over,  when  Mr.  Genet  displayed  a  disposition 
to  usurp  and  exercise  within  the  United  States, 
the  choicest  and  most  important  duties  and  pow- 
ers of  sovereignty.  He  claimed  the  privileges  of 
arming  and  embodying  the  citizens  of  America 
within  their  oM^n  territory,  to  carry  on  from  thence 
expeditions  against  nations  with  whom  they  were 
at  peace ;  offittiog  out  and  equipping,  withia 
their  limits,  privateers,  to  cruise  on  a  commerce 
destined  for  their  ports;  of  erecting  within  their 
jurisdiction  an  iodependent  judiciary,  and  of  ar- 
raigning their  Goveroment  at  the  bar  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  undersigned  will  not  ask  in  what  man- 
ner France  would  have  treated  any  foreign  Min- 
ister who  should  have  dared  so  to  conduct  him- 
self towards  this  Republic  ?  But  in  what  man- 
ner would  the  American  Government  have  treated 
such  a  Minister,  if  the  representative  of  a  nation 
it  viewed  with  coldness  or  even  indifference?  In 
what  manlier  would  it  have  treated  him,  bad  he 
been  the  representative  of  any  other  nation  than 
France?  No  man  acquainted  with  that  Govern- 
ment can  doubt  how  these  inquiries  ought  to  be 
answered.  From  the  Minister  of  France  alone 
could  this  extraordinary  conduct  be  borne  with 
temper.  To  have  continued  to  bear  it,  without 
perceiving  and  feeling  its  extreme  impropriety^ 
would  have  been  to  have  merited  the  contempt  as 
well  of  France  as  of  the  other  Powers  of  the 
earth.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  did 
feel  it ;  but  far  from  transferring  to  his  nation  thvt 
resentment  which  such  conduct  could  not  fail  to 
excite,  it  distinguished  strongly  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  its  Minister,  and  the  representationa 
it  made  were  in  the  language  of  a  friend  afflicted, 
but  not  irritated,  by  the  injuries  it  complained  OL 
The  recal^  of  that  Minister  was  received  with 
universal  joy,  as  a  confirmation  that  his  whole 
system  of  conduct  was  attributable  only  to  him- 
self, and  not  even  the  publication  of  his  private 
iastmctions  could  persuade  the  American  Got- 
ernment  to  ascribe  any  part  of  it  to  this  Rniuhlic. 

At  the  same  time  the  exertions  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  up  the  arrearages  of  their  debt  to 
France,  which  had  been  unavoidably  permitted  to 
accumulate,  their  disinterested  and  liberal  advan- 
ces to  tbe  sufferers  of  St.  Doming,  thrown  snd^ 
denty  upon  them,  without  provisions  or  money, 
whose  recommendaiioQ  was,  that  they  were 
Frenchmen  and  unfortunate ;  the  perseverenee 
with  which  they  apologized  for  and  ascribed  any 
occasional  injuries  they  sustained  to  tbe  force  <k 
circumstances;  the  interest  which  they  continued 
openly  to  take  in  all  the  fortunes  of  this  Re- 
public, manifested  partialities  of  a  very  different 
sort  from  those  which  have  been  so  niyustly 
tributed  to  them. 
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At  thi$  period,  too,  a  great  principle  was  brought  I 
into  discussion,  the  dispassionate  consideration  or  i 
which  is  essential  to  the  fair  estimate  of  the  ' 
charges  made  hy  France  against  the  Qoverament 
of  the  United  Slates.    The  property  of  Frt-nch 
citizens  was  taken  by  British  cruisers  and  ships  of 
war,  out  of  American  bottoms,  and  the  American 
Qoverament  submitted  to  the  practice.    The  pro- 
priety of  submitting  to  it  depends  entirely  on  the 
naked  right  of  the  captors,  under  the  existing  cir-  < 
cumstances  of  the  case,  to  exercise  such  a  power. 
The  circumstances  were  these:  In  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  made  between  France  and  the  United 
Stales  in  February,  1778,  it  was  stipulated,  in  sub- 
stance, that  neither  party  should  takeout  of  the 
msels  of  the  other  the  goods  of  its  enemy,  but 
diat  the  character  of  the  K>ttom  should  be  impart- 
ed to  its  cargo.   With  England  the  United  States 
had  made  do  stipulation  on  the  subject. 

It  follows,  then,  that  the  rights  oi  England,  be- 
ing neither  diminished  nor  increased  by  compact, 
remained  precisely  in  their  natural  state, and  were 
to  be  ascertained  by  some  pre-existing  acknow- 
ledged principle. 

This  principle  is  to  be  searched  for  in  the  law 
of  nations.  That  law  forms,  independent  of  com- 
pact^ a  rule  of  action  by  which  the  sovereigns  of 
the  civilized  world  consent  to  be  governed.  It 
prescribes  what  one  nation  may  do  without  giving 
jQst  cause  of  war,  and  what,  of  consequence,  an- 
other mar  and  ought  to  permit,  without  being 
considered  as  having  sacrificed  its  honor,  its  dig- 
nity, or  its  independence. 

What,  then,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions on  this  subject?  Do  neutral  bottoms  of 
light,  and  independent  of  particular  compact,  pro- 
tect hostile  goods  ?  The  question  is  to  be  con- 
sidered on  its  mere  right,  uninfluenced  by  the 
wishes  or  the  interests  of  a  neutral  or  belligerent 
Power. 

It  is  a  general  rule,  that  war  gives  to  a  bellige- 
rent Power  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  the 
goods  of  his  enemy.  However  humanity  may  de- 
plore the  application  of  this  principle,  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  one  to  which  man  has  more  uni- 
Tersally  assented,  or  to  which  jurists  have  more 
oniforraly  agreed.  Its  theory  and  its  practice 
have  unlwppily  been  maintained  in  all  ages.  This 
right,  then,  may  be  exercised  on  the  goods  of  an 
enemy  wherever  found,  unless  opposed  to  some 
superior  right.  It  yields  by  common  consent  to 
the  superior  right  of  a  neutral  nation  to  protect, 
by  rirtue  of  its  sovereignty,  the  ^oods  of  either  of 
the  belligerent  Powers,  found  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion. But  can  this  right  of  protection,  admitied 
to  be  possessed  by  every  Grovemment  within  its 
mere  limits,  in  virtue  of  its  absolute  sovereigiity, 
be  eommonicated  to  a  vessel  navigating  the  high 
Mas? 

It  is  supposed  that  it  cannot  he  so  communicat- 
ed; because  the  ocean  being  common  to  all  na- 
tions, no  absolute  sovereignty  can  be  acquired  in 
it  The  riffhts  of  all  are  equal,  and  must  neces- 
nrily  check,  limit,  and  restrain  each  other.  The 
•nperior  right,  therefore,  of  absolute  soTerei^ty, 
to  protect  all  property  within  its  own  territory, 
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ceases  to  be  superior  when  the  properly  is  no 
longer  within  its  own  territory,  and  may  be  en- 
countered by  the  opposing  acknowledged  right  of 
a  belligerent  Power  to  seize  and  confiscate  the 
goods  of  his  enemy.  If  the  belligerent  permits 
the  neutral  to  attempt,  without  hazard  to  himself, 
thus  to  serve  and  aid  his  enemy,  yet  he  does  not 
relinquish  the  right  of  defeating  that  attempt 
whenever  it  «halT  be  in  his  power  to  defeat  iL 
Thus  it  is  admitted  that  an  armed  vessel  mav  stop 
and  search  at  sea  a  neutral  bottom,  and  may  take 
out  goods  which  are  contraband  of  war,  without 
giving  cause  of  offence,  or  being  supposed  in  any 
degree  to  infringe  neutral  rights.  But  ^is  prac- 
tice could  not  be  permined  within  the  rivers,  har- 
bors, or  other  places  of  a  neutral,  where  its  sov- 
ereignly was  complete.  It  follows,  then,  that  the 
full  right  of  affording  protection  to  all  property 
whatever,  within  its  own  territory,  which  is  in- 
herent in  every  Government,  is  not  transferred  to 
a  vessel  navigating  the  high  seas.  The  richt  of  a 
belligerent  over  the  goods  of  his  enemy  within  his 
reach,  is  as  complete  as  his  right  over  contraband 
of  war;  and  it  seems  a  position  not  easily  to  be 
refuted,  that  a  situation  that  wilt  not  protect  the 
one.  will  not  protect  the  other.  A  neutral  bot- 
tom, then,  does  not,  of  right,  in  cases  where  no 
compact  exists,  protect  from  his  enemy  the  goods 
of  a  belligerent  Power. 

To  this  reasoning,  the  practice  of  nations  has 
conformed,  and  the  common  understanding  of 
mankind  seems  to  have  assented.  Vattel,  b.  3.  } 
1 15,  says,  positively, "  that  effects  belonging  to  ao 
enemr,  found  on  board  a  neutral  ship,  are  seizahle 
by  the  rights  of  war." 

VeUtd  is  believed  to  be  supported  by  the  most 
approved  writers  on  the  same  subject.  It  is  deem- 
ed unnecessary  to  multiply  citations  on  this  point, 
because  France  herself  is  supplied  to  hare  decid- 
ed it.  In  her  maritime  ordonnance  of  the  year 
1744,  which  is  considered  as  having  been  in  force 
in  1778,  enemy  goods  in  neutral  bottoms,  gene- 
rally, are  declareid  liable  to  seizure  and  confisca- 
tion. From  the  operation  of  this  rule  are  except- 
ed the  vessels  ot  Denmark  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, to  whom  special  treaties  secured  the  ex- 
ception. In  the  ordonnance,  too,  of  th  e  26th  July, 
1778,  the  first  article  of  which  is  considered  as 
forbidding  the  cruisers  of  France  to  stop  and 
bring  into  port  neutral  vessels,  having  on  ooard 
the  goods  of  an  enemy,  a  power  is  reserved  to 
revoke  the  privilege  granted  to  neutrals  by  thai 
article,  if  toe  enemy  should  not  grant  the  same 
privilege  within  six  months  from  the  publication 
of  that  regulation.  This  clearly  indicates  a  con- 
viction that  the  exemption  from  the  capture  of 
the  goods  of  an  enemy,  which  should  he  found  on 
board  the  vessel  of  a'oeniral  Power,  not  having 
stipulated  such  exemption  by  treaty,  was  a  privi- 
lege granted  by  the  ordonnance,  and  that  the  mere 
revocation  of  the  ordonnance  would  abolish  the 
privilege,  and  restore  the  ancient  rule.  It  will 
not  be  contended  that  France  continued  in  a  long 
course  of  practice  and  of  l^islation  opposed  to 
her  own  opinion  of  the  law  of  nations.  It  must, 
then,  be  considered  as  the  opinion  of  France  that, 
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aoder  that  law,  neutral  bottoms  afford  no  protec 
tioD  to  (he  goods  of  an  enemy.  This  principle 
thus  admitted  to  hare  been  established,  is  suppos- 
ed hy  some  to  have  been  changed  by  the  Armed 
Neutrality.  A  new  law  of  nations,  it  is  contend- 
ed, was  introduced  by  that  confederation.  But 
who  were  the  parties  to  that  federaiion,  and  what 
was  its  object  t  The  Northern  maritime  Powers  of 
Europe  united  to  protect,  by  force,  in  their  own 
bottonu,  durinff  the  then  existing  war,  the  goods 
of  either  and  oi  atl  the  belligerent  Powers.  The 
compact  ID  its  own  nature  was  confined  with  re- 
qwct  to  its  object  and  its  duration.  It  did  not 
]»]rport  'to  change,  nor  could  it  change  perma- 
nently and  universally,  the  rights  of  nations  not 
beeomiu^  parties  to  it  It  did  indeed  hold  forth 
the  promise  of  future,  more  permanent,  and  more 
general  engagements  for  the  same  object,  but  such 
engagements  were  never  formed.  How.  then, 
can  ^ts  temporary  and  partial  convention  be  con- 
sidered as  altering,  radically  and  generally,  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  universally  adopted,  and 
in  the  modification  of  which  all  have  an  interest  ? 
Would  France  herself  admit  that  a  corabioation, 
snch  as  that  which  constitated  the  Armed  Neutral- 
ity, may  rightfully  chan^  the  law  of  nations, 
and  establisn  a  new  code  of  unirersal  obligation  i 
It  is  believed  that  no  nation  on  earth  womd  more 
peiveveringly  oppose  such  an  inTaaion  of  its  sov- 
ereignty. 

There  seems,  then,  to  be  no  solid  ground  for 
maintaining  that  the  general  law  of  nations  has 
been  at  atl  varied  by  tlie  Armed  Neutrality. 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether  the  treaties  be- 
tveeo  France  and  the  United  States  i»led|;e  either 
nation  to  assert  and  establish  the  principle  that 
free  bottoms  make  free  goods. 

The  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce,  couclud- 
ed  the  6th  February,  1778,  stipulates  reciprocally 
for  the  right  of  trading  with,  and  protecting  the 
goods  of,  the  enemy  of  either  party  in  the  vessels 
of  the  other,  and  in  turn  surrenders  its  own  goods 
found  in  the  vessels  of  an  enemy,  but  it  contains 
no  clause  imposing  on  either  party  the  duty  of 
extending  the  principle,  or  of  supportins:  its  ap- 
plication to  other  nations.  The  stipulations  of 
that  treaty  are  neeative  as  well  as  affirmative. 
They  specify  as  well  the  disabilities  intended  to 
be  created,  and  the  duties  to  be  imposed,  as  the 
privileges  desi^oed  to  be  granted.  Had  it  been 
intended  that  either  nation  should  have  been  bound 
to  maintain  this  principle  in  its  intercourse  with 
others,  or  should  have  been  in  any  degree  incapa- 
citated from  prosecuting  freely  that  interc:our5e, 
without  the  previous  admission  of  the  principle,  a 
stipulation  to  that  efiect  would  have  been  made. 
No  such  stipulation  havins  been  made,  the  par- 
ties cannot  be  presumed  to  nave  intendetl  it.  In- 
deed, it  would  have  been  madness  in  the  United 
States,  under  their  actual  circumstances,  to  have 
formed  such  an  agreement.  There  beioc  no  ex- 
press stipulation  to  this  efieci,  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  implied.  Nations  forming  a 
solemn  compact,  which  ought  to  regulate  their 
eoudaet  towards  each  other,  which  is  to  he  resort- 
ed to  as  tiie  standard  for  adjasting  their  differen- 


ces, do  not  leave  to  implication  such  delicate  and 
important  points.  Indeed,  if  a  great  principle  not 
mentioned  is  permitted  to  be  implied,  the  object 
of  a  written  agreement,  which  is  itself  to  evidence 
all  the  obligation  it  creates,  is  totally  defeated. 
But  who  is  to  make  the  implication,  and  to  what 
extent  is  implication  to  be  allowed?  It  is  very 
easy  to  perceive,  that  the  doctrine  of  implying  tn 
contracts  stipulations  never  formed,  would  de- 
stroy all  certainty  of  construction,  and  open  a 
boundless  field  of^  controversy  to  the  contracting 
parties. 

It  results  from  the  very  nature  of  a  ctmtraet 

which  affects  the  rights  of  the  parties,  but  not 
of*  others,  and  from  the  admission  of  a  general 
rule  of  action,  binding  independent  of  compact, 
which  may  be  changed  by  consent,  but  is  only 
changed  so  far  as  that  consent  is  actually  giren, 
that  a  treaty  between  any  two  nations  must  leave 
to  all  others  those  rights  which  the  law  cf  nations 
acknowledges;  and  must  leave  each  of  tbe  con- 
tracting parties  subject  to  the  operation  of  such 
rights.  For  the  truth  of  this  nosition,  believed  to 
be  so  clear  in  itself,  and  which  it  is  supposed  the 
history  of  all  Europe  will  illustrate,  the  ortjon- 
nance  of  1744,  already  qooted,  is  considered  as 
furnishing  an  unequivocalauthontr.  By  that  or- 
donnance  the  law  of  nations  is  applied  to  all  those 
netitrals  with  whom  France  had  not  stipulated 
that  Uie  equality  of  their  bottoms  shonid  be  im- 
parted to  their  cargoes,  while  those  with  whom 
stfch  stipulations  had  been  made  are  exempted 
from  the  application  of  the  law. 

The  desire  of  establishing  universally  the  prin- 
ciple that  neutral  bottoms  shall  make  neutral 
goods,  is,  perhaps,  felt  by  no  nation  on  earth  more 
strongly  than  by  tbe  United  States.  Perhaps  no 
nation  is  more  deeply  interested  in  its  establish- 
ment. It  is  an  object  they  keep  in  view,  and 
which,  if  not  forced  by  violence  to  abandon  it, 
they  will  pursue  in  such  manner  as  ibeir  own 
judgment  may  dictate  as  being  best  calculated  to 
attam  it;  but  the  wish  to  establish  a  priDclpfe  is 
essentially  different  from  a  determioation  that  it 
is  already  established.  The  interests  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  could  not  &il  to  produce  the  wish :  their 
duty  forbid  them  to  indulge  it  when  deciding  on 
a  mere  right.  Howeversolicitous  America  might 
be  to  pursue  all  proper  means,  tending  to  obtain 
for  this  principle  the  assent  of  all  or  any  of  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  she  never  conceired 
the  idea  of  obtaining  that  consent  by  force. 

The  United  States  will  only  arm  to  defend 
their  own  rights:  neither  their  policy  nor  their 
interests  permit  them  to  arm,  in  order  to  compel 
a  surrender  of  the  rights  of  others.  These  and 
other  considerations,  which  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Government  of  France,  produced,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  a  decision,  that  their 
bottoms  could  not  of  right  protect  the  goods  of  a 
belligerent  Power  from  an  enemy  not  bound  to 
respect  the  principle.  This  decision  was  founded 
on  the  most  perfect  conviction  that  it  was  enjoiiH- 
ed  by  the  law  of  nations ;  and  that  good  faitn,  re- 
spect for  truth,  and  for  the  duUes  of  an  upright 
and  honest  judgment  rendered  it  indupensaue. 
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This  coDvictioD  remaiDs  uashakeo.  If  those  ar-  I 
tides,  which  still  appear  conclusive  tothf  Ameri- 1 
can  Government,  hare  not  the  same  operation  on 
the  jadgment  of  tntncej  they  must  at  least  be  suf- 
ficient to  erioce  the  smcerity  with  which  that 
Government  has  acted,  and  to  prove  that  its  con- 
duct, in  this  respect,  was  produced  by  a  sense  of 
duty,  and  not  by  any  partiality  for  a  nation  against 
which  it  was,  at  that  time,  eousiderably  irritated 
by  other  causes. 

The  uodersigoed.  Citizen  Minister,  rely  too  im- 
plicitly on  your  candor  and  discernment,  to  ap- 
[wehend  that  you  will  estimate  improperly  the 
motives  which,  on  this  essential  point,  have  influ- 
enced and  ffuided  the  United  States. 

The  early  decision  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject  was  immediately  avowed, 
openly  and  amply  supported  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  the 
theu  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Genet, 
dated  the  24th  July,  1793 ;  and  io  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris,  dated  16th  Aagnst  in  the  same  year.  Tbe 
arguments  which  those  letters  contain,  were  sup- 
posed  to  have  satisfied  the  Government  of  France, 
since  its  Ministers  in  tbe  United  States  no  longer 
controverted  the  principle  they  supported.  Indeed, 
those  arguments  appeared  too  eoadasiTe  to  per- 
mit a  doubt  concerning  the  success  which  would 
attend  them. 

In  August,  1794,  when  Mr.  Monroe,'  the  then 
Minister  of  the  United  States  to  this  Republic, 
was  received  into  the  bosom  of  the  Convention, 
France  obviously  did  not  consider  the  ackoow- 
ledgment  of  this  established  principle  of  the  law 
of  nations  as  indicating  a  partiality  towards  her 
enemy.  Tbe  langoaee  used  on  the  occasion  could 
only  have  been  used  to  tbe  Minister  of  a  nation 
whose  friendship  was  valued,  and  whose  conduct 
had  evinced  the  sincerity  of  its  professions.  It 
was  then  declared  '*that  the  sweetest,  tbe  frank- 
est  fraternity  united  in  eSect  the  two  RepuUies,** 
and  that  "  their  union  would  be  forever  indissolu- 
ble." These  declarations,  made  long  after  Ame- 
rica had  avowed  its  neutrality,  and  had  avowed 
its  acquiescence,  under  the  principle  that  a  bellig- 
erent Power,  unrestrained  by  particular  treaty, 
may  of  right  lake  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral 
the  goods  of  its  enemy,  demonstrate  that  neither 
that  neutrality  nor  that  acquiescence  induced  the 
want  of  a  proper  regard  for  France.  The  Gov- 
»nment  of  the  United  States  stiU  cherishes  the 
hope  that  this  true  and  fair  estimate  then  made 
of  its  conduct,  may  be  soon  resumed  by  a  nation, 
whose  frieodsnip  it  has  assiduously  and  unremit- 
tingly cultivated  by  all  those  means  which  good 
faith  and  justice  could  permit  it  to  use. 

After  the  discussion  of  this  iaterestiug  question 
was  supposed  to  have  been  elosed,  and  France 
was  believed  to  have  been  entirely  content  with 
that  system  in  which  the  United  States  found 
themselves  bound  to  persevere,  some  complaints 
were  madc^  not  against  the  principles  adopted  by 
the  Government,  but  against  the  application  m 
those  priocii)les  to  particular  cases,  supposed  not 
to  come  within  them.  The  neutnuitr  of  the 
United  States  could  not  permit  prize  to  be  made 
of  those  vessels  belonging  to  nations  with  whom 
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they  were  at  peace,  within  their  jorisdictioii.  or 
by  privateers  fitted  out  in  their  own  ports.  Regn- 
lations  to  this  efiect  were  necessarily  made ;  tod 
to  enforce  tbecrfiservanceof  those  regulations  wu 
a  doty  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  The  rigbt  d 
one  of  the  belligeroit  Powers  to  obtain  the  rekiK 
of  a  vessel,  captured  under  such  etrcumstanca^ 
was  as  sacred  as  the  ri^t  of  the  captor  to  a  ves- 
sel taken  on  the  high  seas,  and  which,  according 
to  tbe  usages  of  war,  was  lawful  ncize.  Tbe 
United  States  were  bound  to  respeet  the  rigfate  of 
both.  To  do  so,  it  was  neeessary  to  ezamuie  tlx 
facts;  for  which  purpose,  a  triouaal,  in  which 
both  parties  might  be  fairly  heard,  was  unavudi- 
ble.  Some  complaints  were  made  of  particnlu 
vexations,  and  each  complaint  has  heretofore  ben 
particularly  attended  to.  It  is  believed  to  be  m- 
necessary  to  review  these  several  cases,  beciiae 
tbe  undersiffoed  are  entirely  persuaded  ihaiu- 
plaoations  uready  given,  must  have  been  com- 
pletely satisfactory.  Should  any  of  them  be  stiU 
considered  as  furnishing  subject  for  eomplunt, 
the  undersigned  will  proceed  to  its  investigi- 
tioo,  with  the  most  sincere  desire  to  attain  trno, 
and  to  redress  the  wrong,  if  any  has  been  cos* 
mitted. 

Dorine  this  period,  the  causes  of  compliint 
against  Franee,  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  States, 
were  by  no  means  inetmsiderable.  Tbeir  com- 
merce was  not  exempt  from  depredations,  belier- 
ed  to  be  entirely  unwarraniable,  made  upoo  it  by 
the  cruisers  of  this  RepuUic. 

On  the  9th  ol  May,  1793,  tbe  National  Convea- 
tion  passed  a  decree  relative  to  the  comtnerce  of 
neutrals — the  first  article  of  which  is  in  thex 
words :  "  The  French  ships  of  war  and  privaleen 
may  stop  and  bring  ioto  the  ports  of  tbe  Repab- 
lie  such  neutral  vessels  as  are  loaded,  io  whrae  or 
in  part,  either  with  provisions  belongiog  loaet- 
trais,  and  destined  for  enemy's  poria,  or  with  mM> 
ehandise  belongiog  to  enemies."  In  conseqtunee 
of  the  remonstraoces  of  the  Amo'ican  Minister, 
the  Convention,  on  the  23d  May,  declared  **  thtt 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not  comprisel 
io  tbe  regulations  of  the  decree  of  the  9th  Mar-" 
On  the  38th  of  the  same  montb.  the  Convennoo 
repealed  the  decree  of  tbe  33d ;  on  the  1st  July, 
they  re-established  it ;  on  tbe  27th  July,  it  was 
again  repealed.  Under  the  decree  of  the  9th  May, 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  captured, 
brought  into  the  ports  of  France,  and  their  cargoei 
disposed  of.  Could  this  decree,  Citizen  Minister, 
be  re^rded  otherwise  than  as  infringing  tbe  lavs 
of  nations,  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  the  partiei* 
lar  engagements  subsisting  between  France  and 
tbe  United  Stales? 

When,  on  the  8th  of  Jnne,  in  the  same  year,  the 
British  Govemment  issued  a  similar  order,  its  ia> 
justice  produced  a  fierment  throtighout  America, 
indicating  strong  din>ositiona  immediately  to  op* 
pose  its  execution  by  force.  The  letter  of  m. 
Jefferson,  the  then  Secretaryof  Sate,  to  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lm* 
don,  dated  the  7th  September,  1793,  and  remon- 
strating  against  the  order  of  the  5tb  June,  eootaios 
so  muen  justness  of  sentinent  and  stm^th  aiu- 
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gumeot,  as  to  have  be»  qaoted  by  your  predeees- 
Bor,  in  his  letter, to  Mr.  Monroe  of  the  9tli  March, 
1796. 

It  cannot  escape  you,  Citizen  Minister,  that  the 
argumenls  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  concerning  the  order 
of  the  8th  June,  apply  conclusirely  to  the  decree 
of  the  9th  May  ;  and  that  to  them  are  to  be  add- 
ed, those  arguments  which  are  to  be  drawn  from 
the  hardship  of  being  absolutely  compelled,  with- 
out any  alternative,  to  part  with  the  cargoes  in 
Fraoce,  and  those  also  which  are  drawn  from  the 
duties  imposed  by  an  express  and  solemn  treaty. 

Nothing  can  demonstrate  more  conclusively  the 
ml  temper  of  the  United  States,  than  the  differ- 
ence between  the  reception  given  to  the  decree  of 
Ibe  Coare&iion  oT  the  9th  May,  and  that  which 
was  given  to  the  order  of  the  British  Cabinet  of 
the  8th  June. 

A  lai^e  number  of  American  resseia,  too,  were 
for  a  loD^  time  detained  at  Bordeaux,  very  much 
to  the  injury  of  the  owners,  without  assigning  a 
motive  for  such  detention,  or  putting  it  in  uie 
power  of  the  Qovernment  to  conjecture  the  cause 
of  a  measure,  which  so  deeply  affected  the  inte- 
rest of  their  fet low-citizens — these  and  other  em- 
barrassments were  experienced,  but  they  could 
not  diminish  the  attachment  of  Uie  United  States 
to  France.  In  the  midst  of  them,  prayers  were 
offered  up,  throufh  the  whole  extent  of  the  Amer- 
ican continent,  for  the  success  of  thif  Republic. 
The  Government,  feeling  the  same  sentiment, 
displayed  it,  at  least  as  far  as  was  compatible  with 
diedecent  deportment  required  from  a  nation  not 
a  party  in  the  war,  and  professing  neutrality. 
Stieh  woald  not  hare  been  the  conduct  of  a 
Govemment  and  people,  in  secret  unfriendly  to 
France. 

Verj  strong  and  just  reseotmeois  were  at  that 
time  mspircd  by  the  hostile  conduct  of  Britain. 
The  instructions  of  June,  1793,  whereby  Ameri- 
can vessels,  laden  with  provisions  for  France, 
were  brought  into  the  [lorts  of  Britain,  there  to 
sell  such  cargoes,  or  to  give  security  to  sell  them 
in  other  ports  in  amity  with  England,  and  the 
■till  more  offensive  order  of  November  the  6th, 
io  (he  same  year,  whereby  vessels  laden  with  the 
produce  of  a  French  colony,  or  carrying  provi- 
sions to  such  colony,  were  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  for  adjadieation  j  added  to  the  pre-existing 
eanses  of  mutual  irritation,  had  produced  luch  a 
■late  of  thingB,  as  to  render  it  obvious  that  the  in- 
juries complained  of  by  America  must  be  entirely 
done  away,  or  that  war  was  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. 

This  state  of  things  was  not  so  altered  by  the 
order  of  the  8th  of  January,  1794,  revoking  that 
of  the  sixth  of  November,  1793,  as  to  promise  a 
diffnent  result.  But  as  a  nation  preferring  peace 
to  war  will  ever  make  a  peaceful  demand  of  re- 
|iaration  for  injuries  sustamed,  before  that  repara- 
tion b  sought  by  the  sword  ;  and  as  the  policy  of 
America  bas  ever  been,  "topursne  peace  with 
unremitting  zeal,  before  the  last  resource,  which 
has  so  often  beien  the  scourge  of  nations,  and 
could  not  fail  to  check  the  advanced  prosperity  of 
IM  United  Sutea,  was  contemplated,"  an  Envoy 


Extraordinary  was  deputed  to  His  Britannic  Maj- 
esty. "  Carrying  with  him  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  existing  temper  and  sensibility  of  his  coun- 
try, it  was  expected  that  he  would  vindicate  its 
rights  with  firmness,  and  cultivate  peace  with 
sincerity." 

Truly  desirous,  as  the  American  Government 
was,  of  preserving  peace  with  Britain,  its  deter- 
mination was  unalterable,  not  to  preserve  it,  not 
to  receive  compensation  for  injuries  sustained,  nor 
»<ecurity  against  their  future  commission,  at  the 
expense  of  the  smallest  of  its  engagements  to 
France.  Explicit  and  positive  instructions  to  this 
effect  were  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  those  instruc- 
tions were  freely  commnmcated  to  the  Minbter 
of  this  RepuUie,  then  at  Philadelphia.  The  ne- 
gotiation of  the  American  Envoy  terminated  in 
a  treaty  in  many  respects  desirable  to  the  United 
States. 

But,  however  desirable  its  objects  might  be,  the 
Govemment  of  the  United  States  would  not  have 
hesitated  to  reject  them,  had  they  been  accompa- 
nied with  any  stipulation  violating  or  weakenitiff 
its  engagements  to  France.  But  it  has  been  abCe 
to  discern  no  such  stipulation ;  the  twenty-Qfth 
article  of  that  treaty  guards  the  rights  of  this  Re- 
public by  the  followiog  clause:  "Nothing  in  this 
treaty  contained  shatL  however,  be  construed  or 
operate  contrary  to  former  and  existing  public 
treaties  with  other  sovereigns  or  States."  The 
treaty  with  France  bein^  a  °'  former  and  existing 
public  treaty,"  and  it  being  thus  provided  that  no- 
thing conUined  in  the  treaty  with  Briuin  "should 
be  construed  or  operate  contrary  to  it,"  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  aid  not  apprehend 
that  the  treaty  with  Britain  could  be  considered 
as  affecting  its  relations  to  France.  But  such  vras 
its  attention  to  its  ally,  that  the  instrument  was, 
previous  to  its  ratification,  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Minister  of  this  Republic,  who 
was  invited  to  communicate  freely  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  such  observations 
upon  it  as  he  might  judge  proper.  Mr.  Adet,  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Randolph,  dated  12th 
Messidor,  3d  year  of  the  French  Republic,  (30th 
June,  1795,)  expresses  his  sense  of  this  procedure 
in  the  following  words :  "  this  frank  measure  is  to 
me  a  sure  guaranty  of  the  friendship  of  the  Ame- 
rican Govemment  towards  France,  and  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  it  always  marks  ito  conduct 
towards  a  faithful  ally."  He  then  stated  those 
reflections  to  which  the  reading  of  the  treaty  had 
given  birth.  The  articles  which  relate  to  enemy 
goods  in  neutral  bottoms  are  mentioned  without 
a  comment.  He  contended,  that  the  list  of  con- 
traband was  swelled,  and  that  the  23d,  24(h,  and 
25th  articles  of  the  treaty  with  Britain,  ceded  to 
that  Power  advantages  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
vious cessions  to  France.  This  letter  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  the  6th  of  July  fol- 
lowing, who  proves,  that  no  article  was  enume- 
rated in  the  list  of  contraband,  in  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Britain,  which  was 
not  of  that  description,  previous  to  its  formation, 
and  independent  of  it ;  noticed  briefly  the  subject 
of  enony  goods  in  neutral  bottoms ;  and  demon- 
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strated,  that  the  objections  of  Mr.  Adet  to  the 
33d,  24ib,  and  35ih  articles  were  entirely  founded 
OD  a  misconstruction  of  them.  This  misconsf  ruc- 
tion was  so  apparent,  that  Britain  has  aeTcr  claim- 
ed it,  Dor  woald  the  American  OoTerament  ever 
hare  admitted  it.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph 
closes  the  subject  of  enemy  contraband,  and  of 
enemy  property  taken  out  of  neutral  bottoms, 
with  a  paragrapn,  to  which,  Citizen  Minister^  your 
attention  is  solicited :  Hitherto,  howeTer,  (says 
he)  I  have  spoken  apon  principles  of  riffht.  Upoo 
any  other  principles,  and  more  especially  upon 
those  of  hardship  and  injury  to  a  friend,  it  shall 
be  a  topic  of  the  negotiation  now  opening  be- 
tween us.  With  the  temper  which  will  perrade 
the  whole  of  it,  1  cannot  doubt  that  some  modifi- 
cation may  be  deyi^ed,  and  it  may  be  separated 
from  the  general  treaty.so  as  not  to  be  delayed  by 
it." 

It  was  then  apparent,  that  the  Ooveroment  of 
the  United  States,  actuated  by  that  friendship 
which  transcends  the  line  of  strict  obligation, 
was  willing,  ^tuitously,  to  release  her  ally  from 
those  stiptilations  of  a  former  treaty,  which,  in 
the  course  of  events,  were  deemed  to  operate  un- 
favorably  to  her.  This  readiness  to  concede, 
marked  that  friendship  the  more  strongly,  as  the 
situations  in  which  the  two  nations  found  them- 
sdves  could  not  have  been  unforeseen,  but  was 
the  very  situation  for  which  the  article  provides. 
The  answer  of  Mr.  Randolph  concludes,  with  re- 
uestiog  an  opportunity  to  remove  any  remaining 
oubts,  should  there  be  such,  by  further  eiplana- 
tions:  no  remaining  doubts  werestated,  and  there- 
fore, as  well  as  for  its  contents,  the  letter  was  be- 
lieved to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Adet,  and 
it  was  hoped^  that  this  Qovernment,  as  well  as 
that  of  America,  would  consider  the  treaty  with 
Britain  as  an  accommodation  desirable  by  the 
United  States,  and  not  disadvantageous  to  France. 

It  is  not  easy  to  express  the  chagrin  felt  by  the 
American  Government  on  learning  that,  in  this 
treaty,  the  United  States  were  supposed  to  have 
"knowingly  and  evidently  sacrificed  their  con- 
nexions with  this  Republic,  and  the  most  essen- 
tial and  least  contested  prerogatives  of  neutrality." 
With  the  firmness  of  conscious  inteffrity,  the 
United  States  aver,  that  they  have  never  Knowing- 
ly sacrificed  or  impaired  their  connexions  with 
this  Republic,  nor  the  prerogatives  of  neutrality, 
but  that  they  have,  according  to  their  best  judg- 
ment, invariably  sought  to  preserve  both. 

The  undersigned  will  endeavor  faithfully  to 
state  the  impressions  of  the  Gorernmeot  they 
represent  on  this  interesting  subject.  The  ob- 
jections made  to  this  treaty  by  your  predecessor 
ID  office,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  19th  of 
Ventose,  4th  year  of  the  French  Repablic,  one 
and  indivisible  (9th  March,  1796)  are : 

1st.  That  the  United  States,  besides  having  de- 
parted from  the  principles  established  by  (he 
armed  neutrality,  have  given  to  England,  to  the 
detriment  of  their  first  allies,  the  most  striking 
mark  of  an  unbounded  condescension,  by  aban- 
doning the  limits  given  to  contraband  by  the  law 
of  nations,  by  iheir  treaties  with  all  other  nations, 
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and  even  by  those  of  England  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  maritime  Powers. 

3(1.  That  they  have  consented  to  extendtbede- 
nomination  of  contraband  even  to  prorisions.  In- 
stead of  pointing  out  particularly,  as  all  treatiH 
do,  the  cases  of  the  efieetive  blockade  of  a  pUce, 
as  alone  forming  an  exception  to  the  fieedom  of 
this  article,  they  have  tacitly  acknowledged  the 
pretensions  raised  by  England,  to  create  bloclndet 
in  the  colonies,  and  even  in  France,  by  iheforee 
of  a  bare  proclamation. 

Mr-  Adet,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering,  dated 
25th  Bruraaire,  5ib  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
one  and  indivisible,  (15th  November,  1796.)  hti 
repeated  the  same  objections,  and  has  been  pleated 
also  to  superadd  some  observations  relative  to  the 
formation  of  such  a  treaty  generally,  and  thec^^ 
cumstances  attending  its  negotiation. in  terms  Dot 
to  have  been  expected  by  the  first,  ana  almost  oaly 
voluntary  friend  of  the  Repablic. 

These  having  been  the  only  fpecifie  objectioH 
officially  made  to  (he  treaty  wiin  Britain,  by  tke 
Government  of  France,  either  in  Paris  orin  Philt- 
delphia,  are  necessarily  supposed  to  be  the  only 
objections  which  have  occurred. 

They  have  often  been  discussed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  bat  that  discussion  will  be 
renewed,  because,  although  the  nndersigned  may 
be  unable  to  suggest  any  argument  not  neretofofe 
urged,  they  cannot  resist  the  hope,  that  an  aiten 
tive  reconsideration  of  those  arguments  may  gire 
them  a  success  which  has  not  yet  attended  them. 

The  first  objection  may  be  supposed  to  consist 
of  two  parts.  1st.  The  abandonment  of  (be  prni- 
ci pie,  that  neutral  bottoms  make  neutral  goods-, 
an  objection  rather  insinnated  than  expressed; 
and  Sdly,  the  addition  to  the  catalogue  ol  cootia- 
band. 

1st  On  the  first  part  of  the  objection,  it  is  <^ 
servable.  that  the  statements  of  the  late  Mioistei 
of  Exterior  Relations,  and  of  Mr.  Adet,  seem  to 
admit,  but  certainly  do  not  controvert  the  position, 
that,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  Armed  Neu- 
trality, a  belligerent  Power  could  rightfully  take 
out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral  the  goods  of  its 
enemy.  This  position  is  believed  to  be  incontrO' 
veriible ;  some  of  the  arguments  in  support  of  it 
have  been  already  detailed,  and  it  is  deemed  un- 
necessary to  repeat  or  to  add  to  them.  To  this 
principle  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  with  a  depart- 
ure from  which  the  United  States  seem  to  be  im- 
pliedly charged,  the  note  of  M.  de  la  Croix  does 
not  assign  any  obligation  whatever ;  nor  does  be 
appear  to  consider  it  as  having  been  engrafted  by 
that  Confederation  on  the  law  of  nations.  Oa 
this  point  Mr.  Adet  has  not  been  more  expUeit. 
He  seems  to  hare  been  content  with  ragne  insiii- 
iiations,  and  not  to  have  been  willing  to  commit  ! 
himself  by  a  direct  averment,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  the  law  of  nations  tn 
this  subject  is  changed.  The  undersigned  arc 
unwilling  to  combat,  at  length,  a  proposition  not 
positively  advanced,  which  they  deem  so  clearly 
indefensible,  and  will  therefore  refer  to  the  brief 
observation  already  made  respecting  it. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  im^per  here  to  no- 
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tice,  that,  in  February,  1778,  when  the  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States  was  entered 
ioto,  the  Armed  Neutrality  had  not  been  formed  ; 
of  coosequeoce,  the  state  of  things  on  which  that 
treatr  opHerated,  mts  regulated  by  the  law  of  aa- 
tio&s,  M  it  clearly  existed  previons  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Armed  Neutrality.  It  is  supposed  to  be 
admitted  that,  according  to  that  slate  of  things^ 
neutral  bottoms  could  afford  no  protection  to  the 
goods  of  an  enemy.  The  stipulation,  then,  of  the 
article  of  that  treaty  was  understood,  at  the  time, 
by  the  contracting  parties,  to  form  an  exception 
to  a  general  rule,  which  would  retain  its  obliga- 
tions in  all  cases  where  it  was  not  changed.  If, 
then,  the  contracting  parties  had  designed  to  im- 
pose on  each  other  the  necessity  of  extending 
this  exception  to  other  nations,  so  as  to  conrert  it 
into  a  general  rule,  they  would  hare  expressed 
this  intention  in  their  contract :  not  having  ex- 
pressed it,  they  must  be  considered  as  intending 
that  this  exception  should  form  a  rule  as  between 
themselTes,  while  the  general  role  should  gorern 
as  with  other  nations  who  had  not  consented  to 
ehan^  it. 

It  u  also  worthy  of  obserration  that,  when  this 
tnaty  was  made,  the  United  States  were  at  war, 
and  France  at  peace  with  Britain.  In  this  state 
of  things,  which  might  have  continued,  had  not 
war  tieen  declared,  or  hostilities  commenced  by 
England,  the  bottoms  of  France  would  have  pro- 
tected, from  American  cruisers,  English  property, 
while  they  would  not  have  protected  from  British 
cruisers  American  property.  This  was  the  ne- 
cessary result  of  that  state  of  things  under  which 
the  treaty  was  formed:  America  had  consented 
to  it;  and  neither  could  or  would  have  com* 
plained. 

It  is  also  to  be  noticed  that,  before  the  negotia- 
tioi  with  Bngland  had  commenced,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  openlv  avowed 
that  opinion  on  this  tmbject,  which  its  best  judg- 
ment dictated.  This  opinion,  perfectly  uncon- 
nected with  that  negotiation,  was  known  by  all 
to  form  and  regulate  the  basis  of  itscooduct.  The 
letters  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  already  quoted,  bad 
stated  to  the  world  the  perfect  conviction  of  the 
United  States,  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  bel- 
ligerent Power,  not  restrained  by  particular  trea- 
ty, might  rightfully  take  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a 
neutral  the  goods  of  its  enemy  ;  as  well  as  their 
determination,  that  they  could  not,  and  ought  not 
to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this  right.  The  right 
having  been  clearly  and  unavoidably  admitted, 
and  the  determination  to  acquiesce  under  its  ex- 
ercise having  been  avowed  openly,  Mr.  Jay  could 
only  solicit  its  surrender.  Had  no  treaty  been 
nwmed.  or  had  that  treaty  omitted  to  mention  the 
pnnciple,  the  right  would  stiU  have  existed,  would 
still  hdve  been  acknowledged,  and  would  still 
have  been  exercised.  The  treatjr  does  not.  in  fact 
or  in  impression,  cede  a  new  privilege;  it  regu- 
Utes  the  exercise  of  one  before  existing,  and  be- 
fore acknowledged  to  exist.  The  harsh  means  of 
exercising  this  right,  which  are  given  by  the  law 
of  nation^  are  modified  and  softened  by  the  treaty, 
and  this  is  the  only  effect  which  the  article  on 


this  subject  hasproduced  ;  it  was  the  only  motive, 
and  it  was  a  sufficient  motive  for  introducing  it. 

The  second  brapch  of  this  objection  seems  more 
to  be  relied  on,  and  comes  forward  in  a  more  de- 
cisive shape ;  it  is^  that  the  United  States  have 
abandoned  the  limit  given  to  contraband  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  all  other 
nations,  and  even  by  those  of  England  with  a 
greater  part  of  the  maritime  Powers. 

The  limits  pf  contraband  is  supposed  to  have 
been  extended,  by  inserting  in  the  catalogue,  naval 
stores,  and  timber  for  ship  building. 

To  estimate  rightly  a^charge  so  warmly  made, 
it  becomes  indispensable  to  ascertain  whether  these 
articles  are,  independent  of  treaty,  by  the  law  of 
nations  contraband  of  war:  on  tbis  simple  point 
seems  to  rest  the  verity  of  the  accusation. 

It  is  regretted  that  those  who  hare  averred  the 
negative,  have  not  been  pleased  to  furnish  author- 
ities in  support  of  the  opinion  they  advanced. 
Such  authorities  would  have  been  considered  with 
candor,  and  any  conviction  they  might  have  pro- 
duced would  have  been  freely  acknowlecl|;ed. 
But  no  such  authorities  are  fnmished,  and  it  u 
believed  that  none  exist. 

America,  solicitous  to  confine  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, by  common  consent,  the  list  of  contraband, 
but  determine,  however  she  might  oppose  its  en- 
largement, not  to  attempt  its  dimination  by  force, 
was  under  the  necessity  of  examining  the  subject, 
and  of  ascertaining  the  line  of  partition  between 
the  rights  of  neutrals  and  of  belligerent  Powers. 

As  guides  in  such  a  search  she  could  only  take 
the  most  approved  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
These  are  believed  to  class  timber  for  ship  build- 
ing, and  naval  stores  for  the  equipment  of  vessels, 
among  articles  admitted  to  be  contraband  of  war. 
VattOf  [b.  3.  c.  7,  sect.  112,J  defines  contraband 
goods  to  be  "commodities  particularly  used  in 
war:  such  are  arms,  military  and  nonri  atorWj 
timber^*  horses,  and  even  provisions  in  certain 
junctures,  where  there  are  hopes  of  reducing  the 
enemy  by  famine."  The  treaty  between  France 
and  Denmark,  concluded  in  1742,  places  tar,  rosin, 
sails,  hemp,  cordage,  masts,  and  timber  for  ship- 
building, on  the  catalogue  of  contraband :  and 
Valin,  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Marine  Ordi- 
nances of  France,  [vol.  2,  page  264.]  says  that  "  of 
right  these  articles  are  now  contraband,  and  have 
be«n  so  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century."  In  conformity  with  these  opinions  has 
been  that  of  America :  and  if  the  law  of  nations 
was  understood  by  the  most  approved  jurists,  she 
has  not  erred. 

But  the  modem  public  law  of  nations,  and 
modem  treaties,  are  said  to  have  established  a 
different  rule.  If  the  modem  puUie  law  of  na- 
tions has  changed  the  principle,  such  change  is 
yet  unknown  to  the  United  States.  It  is  much 
to  be  wished  that  more  full  and  satisfactory  in- 
formation had  been  given  in  support  of  an  opinion, 
a  difference  on  which  is  allied  to  have  produced 
ronsequences  so  extremely  calamitous. 

It  is  not  averred  that  the  Armed  Neutrality  hat 
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constilnted  this  modern  public  law.   It  is  sap- 
poied  that  this  eaoDot  be  arerred,  because  Fraace  > 
will  never  admit  the  right  of  a  Confederacy,  what-  j 
erer  may  be  its  power,  to  impose  the  lawon  thoite  ' 
who  are  not  parties  to  it.   ft  is  supposed,  also,  i 
that  this  cannot  be  averred  for  anotber  reason. 
The  members  of  the  Armed  Neutrality  bad  not  | 
themselres  agreed  upon  the  articles  which  should  i 
be  deemed  contrabaod.  Russia,  the  Power  origin- 
ating that  celebrated,  though  short-liTed  compact, 
published  in  1780  the  prmciples  on  which  she 
would  maintain  the  commerce  of  her  subjects: 
one  of  these  was,  that  the  articles  of  contraband 
should  be  regulated  by  the  10th  and  lltb  articles 
of  her  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

Afterwards,  Denmark  entered  into  a  conren' 
tion  with  Russia  for  maiotaintng  generalltr  the 
principles  agreed  upon ;  but  on  the  subject  of  con- 
toaband,  in  particular,  Denmark  adopted  as  the 
i^e,  by  which  to  be  governed,  her  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  ctmeluded  the  lOtfa  of 
July,  1670,  in  the  third  article  of  which,  contra- 
band goods  are  described  to  be  *'  any  provisions  of 
w^r,  assoldiersj  arms,  machines,  cannon,  ships,  or 
other  things,  of  necessary  use  in  war.''  But  by  a 
convention  concluded  at  IjondoD,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1780,  between  Great  Britain  and  Denmark, 
to  explain  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  1670,  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  "timber,  for  ship  build- 
ing, tar,  rosin,  copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hemp,  and 
cordage,  and  generally  whatever  serves  directly 
for  the  equipment  of  a  vessel,  unwrought  iron  and 
fir  planks  excepted,"  are  declared  to  be  contra- 
band. 

Denmark  having,  in  her  convention  with  Rus- 
sia, adopted  her  treaty  with  Ei^land,  made  in 
1670.  as  declaratory  of  those  articles  which  she 
shoQld  consider  as  contraband,  and  haviof ,  by  her 
explanatory  agreement  with  Englandj  snT»tituted 
a  panicolar  enumeraticm  of  articles,  for  a  general 
description  of  tbem,  not  as  an  amendment,  but  as 
an  explanation  of  the  treaty  of  1670,  has  taken  a 
different  rule,  in  the  very  compact  referred  to  as 
establishing  a  modern  public  law  of  nations,  from 
that  taken  by  Russia.  The  rule  of  Denmark 
classes  among  contraband  precisely  the  same  arti- 
cles which  are  enumerated  as  such  in  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Britain,  and  which 
are  only  fonnd  in  that  enumeration,  because  it  is 
believed  that  the  law  of  nations  has  unquestiona- 
bly so  placed  them.  Sweden  and  Holland,  too,  in 
acceding  to  the  Armed  Neutrality,  adopt  their  own 
treaties  as  the  role  by  which  they  will  respective- 
ly be  guvJed.  There  was,  then,  even  among  the 

Erties  to  this  agreement  no  fixed  law  of  contra* 
nd.  Had  the  Potentates  of  Europe  designed  to 
establish  permanently  and  generally  the  pnociples 
of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  the  war  wnich  originated 
that  ecmventioo  would  not  have  terminated  with- 
out some  general  agreement  concerning  it:  the 
efforts  of  Sweden  to  obtain  a  Googress  for  exam- 
ining and  terminating  the  different  concerns,  both 
of  the  Powers  at  war  and  of  the  neutral  States, 
could  not  have  proved  entirely  abortive. 

No  argument  then  can  be  drawn   from  the 
Armed  Neutrality  in  support  o£  the  position,  that 


the  modem  public  law  of  nations,  relating  to  coO' 
traband,  has  hem  abandoned  by  tbe  United  States. 
No  modern  public  law  having  been  formed,  the 
rale  remains  aoehanged  ;  and,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, as  well  as  when  the  treaty  with  France  ma 
formed,  is  believed  to  ordain  »s  contraband  the  ar- 
ticles enamerated  as  such  in  the  treaty  with 
Britain. 

But  it  is  alleged  that,  in  this  treaty,  tbe  United 
States  have  abandoned  the  limiu  given  to  eonua- 
band  by  their  treaties  with  all  other  natiiHu,  wai 
even  by  those  England  with  a  greater  part  of 
the  maritime  Powers. 

It  is  true  that  tbe  United  States,  desirous  <tf 
liberating  commerce,  have  invariably  seized  event 
opportimity  which  presented  itself  to  diminish  or 
remove  tbe  shackles  imposed  on  that  of  neottak 
In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  thejr  have  on  no  oe* 
casioQ  hesitated  to  reduce  the  list  of  eontrabaii 
as  between  themselves  and  any  nalioo  consennag 
to  such  reduction.    Their  ^re-existing  tieatiei 
have  been  with  nations  as  willing  as  uemsdvci 
to  change  the  old  rule;  and,  consequently,  a  stip- 
ulation to  that  effect  being  desired  by  both  parties 
has  been  made  without  difficolty.  £acb  cfmtiact- 
ing  party  is  deemed  to  have  an  equivalent  for  the 
cession  made,  in  the  similar  cession  it  receiva 
from  the  party  with  whom  it  contracts.  Neither 
requires  of  the  other,  as  an  additional  coasidot- 
tion,  that  it  shall  propagate  by  the  sword  ibe  pria- 
ciplea  which  form  the  &sis  of  their  private  ur^ 
ments,  and  lorce  unwilling  nations  to  adopt  tMfa; 
nor  that  it  should  decline  to  r^ulate  by  treaty  ttt 
interests  with  any  other  nation  which  should  re- 
fuse to  accede  to  tbem ;  as  little  could  either  svp- 
pORe  that  its  particular  contract  contained  aof- 
thing  obligatory  on  others,  or  was  earaUe  fd  e>- 
targing  or  dimiuiabiog  their  rights.   The  treaties 
of  the  United  Slates,  then,  with  other  nations  eu 
only  establish  the  limits  of  contraband,  as  betveea 
the  contracting  parties,  and  must  leave  thatsnb- 
iect,  with  nations  not  parties  to  the  contract,  to  the 
law  which  would  have  governed  had  sucb  partic- 
ular stipulations  never  Men  made.   According  lo 
the  existing  state  of  things,  when  the  negotiatioas 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  woe 
opened,  naval  stores  and  timber  for  Bbip-bnildiu 
were,  as  between  America  and  Britain,  contrafaaiu 
of  war ;  they  would  have  retained  this  characta 
had  the  treaty  never  been  made ;  they  wouldhave 
retained  it  had  the  treaty  contained  no  proristoa 
on  the  subject.   The  United  Sutes  were  trolydt- 
sirous  of  excluding  them  from  the  list,  but  Bntaii 
was  unwilling  to  do  so.  Had  the  United  StatM 
pttsMssed  the  means  of  coercioa,  their  estaUidiei 
policy,  founded  on  the  basis  of  justice,  and  tbeirows 
pecuuar  situation,  forbid  a  resort  to  these  metis 
for  any  otherpurpose  than  the  defence  of  thetrom 
rights,  or  a  compliance  with  their  own  engage 
ments.   It  was  not  a  case  in  which  force  would 
have  been  deemed  justifiable;  and  the  object,  being 
unattainable  by  mutual  consent,  was  onavoidabljr 
relinquished  for  the  moment.   Yet  it  is  proper  to 
enumerate  the  articles  which  were  before  contra- 
band, and  which  continued  to  be  so,  because  thai 
eonmeiation  notified  to  the  merchants  of  tbe  Uu- 
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ud  States  the  hazard  which  their  commodities 
would  eocouDter  od  the  seas ;  and  because,  also,  it 
prevents  those  Texatious  altercations,  whien  might 
otherwise  have  been  produced  by  the  efforts  of 
one  party  to  swell,  and  of  the  other  to  reduce 
the  list. 

If,  on  the  refusal  of  Britain  to  substitute  any 
other  rule  concerning  contraband,  id  the  place  of 
that  esttblisbed  by  the  law  of  nations,  France 
Bids  herselt  in  a  sitoation  to  be  injured  by  an  ob- 
servance of  her  engagements  with  the  United 
Sutes,  it  is  not  the  treaty  with  Britain,  but  that 
with  France  which  has  produced  this  situation. 
This  was  foreseen  when  that  treaty  was  entered 
into,  and  did  not  prereot  it.  The  stipulation  con- 
cerning contraband  was  formed  when  France  was 
at  peace,  and  America  at  war ;  although  that  state 
of  things  did  not  long  continue,  yet  its  continu- 
ance was  by  no  means  deemed  impossible.  Not- 
vithstanding  (his,  the  Ctorernment  of  the  United 
States  has  manifested  a  wiUingness  to  change  this 
stipulation,  as  well  as  that  which  respects  enemies' 
property  in  neutral  bottoms,  so  soon  as  France 
eomplamed  of  them :  of  this  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Randolph  to  Mr.  Adet,  already  quoted,  afibrds 
emclusive  testimony. 

It  appears,  then,  on  examining  this  objection  to 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Britain, 
that  it  has  not  added  to  the  catalogue  of  contra- 
band a  single  article }  that  it  has  i»ded  no  privi- 
lege; iias  granted  no  right;  and  that  it  has  not 
changed,  in  the  most  minute  circumstance,  the 
pre-existing  situation  of  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion either  to  France  or  to  Great  Britain.  Not- 
vithstanding  these  truths,  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales  has  hastened  to  assure  its  former 
friend  that,  if  the  stipulations  between  them  be 
found  oppressive  in  practice,*it  is  ready  to  offer  up 
those  stipulations  a  willing  sacrifice  at  the  shrine 
of  frieniuhip. 

In  vain  will  you  search  in  this  procedure  for  '*  a 
known  and  evident  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  their  connexions  with  this  Re- 
public, and  of  the  most  essential  and  least  con- 
tested prercM^tives  of  neutrality.'*  In  vain  will 
you  search  for  evidence  of  their  "having given  to 
England,  to  the  detriment  of  their  first  ames,  the 
mort  striking  mark  of  an  unhonnding  coodescen- 
lion ;  by  abandoning  the  limits  civen  to  contra- 
hand  by  the  law  of  nations ;  hy  their  treaties  with 
all  other  nations ;  and  even  by  those  of  England 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  maritime  Powers." 

The  United  States  feel  these  reproaches,  as  con- 
leious  innocence  feels  the  imputation  of  guilt. 

2dly.  It  is  abo  alleged  that  -'the  United  States 
have  consented  to  extend  the  denomination  of  con- 
traband even  to  provisions.  Instead  of  pointing 
out  particalarly,  as  all  treaties  do,  the  cases  of  the 
effective  blockade  of  a  place,  as  alone  forming  an 
exception  to  the  freedom  of  this  article,  they  have 
tacitly  acknowledged  the  pretensions  raised  by 
England  to  create  nlockades,  in  our  colonies,  and 
even  in  France,  by  the  force  of  a  bare  proclama- 
tion." 

The  objections  to  this  article  shall  be  consider- 


ed according  to  its  letter,  and  according  to  its 
operation. 

The  objectionable  words  are:  "and.  whereas, 
the  difficulty  of  ageing  on  the  precise  cases  in 
which  alone  provisions  and  other  articles,  not  gen- 
erally contraband,  majt  be  regarded  as  sneh,  ren- 
ders it  expedient  to  provide  against  the  incoQ- 
veaiences  and  misunderstandings  which  might 
thence  arise:  It  is  further  agreed,  that  whenever 
any  such  articles  so  becoming  contraband,  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  law  of  imtions,  shall,  for  that 
reason,  be  seized,  the  same  shall  not  be  confiscated  ; 
but  the  owners  thereof  shall  be  speedily  and  com- 
pletely indemnified ;  and  the  captors,  or,  in  their 
default,  the  GoveroroeDt,  under  whose  authority 
they  act,  shall  pay,  to  the  mastns  or  owners  of 
such  vessels,  the  full  value  of  all  such  articles, 
with  a  reasonable  mercantile  prc^t  thereon,  to^ 
ther  with  the  freight^  and  also  the  demurrage  u- 
cident  to  such  detention." 
The  admissions  contained  in  this  clause,  are— 

1st.  That  provisions  are  not  generally  contra- 
,  band ;  and,  2dly,  that  they  are  sometimes  contra- 
band. 

An  effort  was  made  to  establish  the  precise 
cases  in  which  alone  they  should  be  subject  to 
seizure;  but  America  would  only  consent  to  con- 
sider them  as  contraband  in  the  case  of  an  effect- 
ive Uockade^  si^e,  or  investment  of  a  place ;  while, 
on  the  part  of  England,  this  strict  interpretation 
of  the  rule  was  not  admitted :  but  it  was  contend- 
ed that  provisions  became  contraband,  when  there 
were  reasonable  hopes  of  reducing  the  enemy  by 
famine.  In  this  opposition  of  sentiment,  to  what 
have  the  United  States  consented  ?  "To  extend 
the  denomination  of  contraband  even  to  provis' 
ions  1"  "  To  acknowledge  tacitly  the  pretensions 
raised  by  England  to  create  blockades  in  your  col- 
onies, and  even  in  France,  by  the  force  of  a  bare 
proclamation  ?"  "  To  secure  to  the  Enslish  al(Mie 
the  carriage  of  meals  V  "  In  a  word,  to  nave  com- 
merce only  with  England  ?"  Reconsider  the 
words  themselves,  and  it  will  require  no  comment 
to  prove  how  inapplicable  to  them  are  these  asser- 
lioDs.  The  clause  comj^iaed  of,  having  stated 
the  admission  and  the dimculty  already  mentioned, 
proceeds  to  say :  "  It  is  further  agreed  that  when- 
ever any  such  articles,  so  becoming  contraband, 
according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  for  that 
reason  be  seized,  the  same  shall  not  be  confiscated, 
but  the  owners  thereof  shall  be  speedily  and  com- 
{delely  indemnified. 

It  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  contestation,  that  this 
clause  does  not  declare  provisions  to  be  contrir 
tmnd,  or  admit  of  their  seizure  in  any  other  oase 
than  where,  ''according  to  the  existing  law  of  na- 
tions, they  should  become  contraband :"  in  such 
case  the  right  lo  seize  them  is  not  given  by  this 
article,  but  it  is  admitted  by  France  and  by  all  the 
world,  to  exist  independent  of  treaty.  In  such 
case  ibey  would  have  been  seized  had  this  stipu- 
lation never  been  entered  into,  and  would  hare 
been  confiscated  also.  The  only  alteration  .which 
is  by  the  letter  of  the  clause  produced  in  the  law 
of  nations,  is  to  exempt  firom  confiwatioB  goods 
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which  under  that  law  woald  have  been  subject 
to  it 

But  it  has  been  suspected  to  hare  an  object  and 
an  operation  in  practice  different  from  its  letter. 
It  bas  been  suspected  to  cover  a  design  to  admit 
substaatially  certain  priociples,  witb  respect  to 
blockades,  which,  in  theory,  are  denied. 

Incapable  of  dn{>licit]r,  America,  with  the  pride 
of  conscious  integritir,  repels  this  iosintiatloD,  and 
courts  an  investigation  of  the  facts  on  which  it  is 
foonded. 

The  Govemmeat  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
of  Britain,  having  construed  the  law  of  nations 
differently,  in  this  respect,  each  would  have  acted 
Qpon  its  own  opinion  of  that  law :  the  privateers 
of  England  would  ,have  seized  an  coatraband  any 
goods  deemed  such  in  their  courts  of  Admiralty ; 
and  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  would 
have  reclaimed  buch  goods,  and  would  have  sup- 
ported the  demand  in  such  a  manner  as  its  own 
jodgmeot  dictated.  TbuiprocedureisnotchaDged. 
The  right  to  make  such  reclamation  has  not  been 
relinquished,  nor  has  the  legality  of  the  seizure, 
in  any  other  case  than  that  of  an  attempt  to  enter 
a  place  aetoally  invested,  been  in  any  degree  ad- 
mitted. 

It  is  true,  that  the  British  CJorernment  renewed 
the  order  conceming  provisions  about  the  time  of 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty :  but  it  is  not  lets 
true,  that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
manifested  a  firm  resolution  to  submit  to  no  such 
construction,  and  remonstrated  so  seriously  agaiost 
it  as  to  produce  a  revocation  of  the  order.  Nor  is 
this  all :  claims  for  provisions  seized  in  cases  of  a 
mere  proclamation4>ioekade  have  been  actually 
mad^  and  have  been  actually  decided  in  favor  of 
claimants.  The  British  Government  has  ac- 
quiesced under  such  decisions  by  jpay  ing  the  sums 
awarded.  These  sums  were  not  limited  to  a  rea- 
sonable profit  on  the  price  of  the  commodity  seiz- 
ed, but'  were  regulated  by  its  price  at  the  port  of 
detfinatioQj  and  consequently  the  actual  as  well  as 
avowed  principle  of  such  decisions  was,  that  the 
goods  seized  had  not  become  coatraband  "aocord- 
ingto  the  existing  law  of  nations." 

The  intention  of  the  Oovernment  then,  and  the 
practice  under  the  article,  are  in  direct  opposition 
to  these  injurious  suspicions,  the  indulgence  of 
which  has  produced  suca  pernicious  effects.  It  is 
even  believed  that  the  decision  on  this  subject 
will  be  one  step  toward  the  establishment  of  that 
principle  for  which  America  has  never  ceased  to 
contend.  It  is  also  believed,  and  has  ever  been 
believed,  that  the  article  objected  to  would  have 
a  necessary  tendmcy  to  increase,  and  did,  in  fact, 
increase  the  quantity  of  provisions  imported  from 
America  into  France  and  her  colonies.  The 
American  eommoce,  being  entirely  in  the  bands 

iodividuaU,  is  consequently  conducted  by  them 
according  to  their  own  views  of  particular  advan- 
tage: they  will  unquestionably  endeavor  to  sup- 
ply the  highest  market,  unless  restrained  from  do- 
ing so  by  other  considerations  which  render  it  un- 
advisabte  to  attempt  such  a  supply.  In  their  cal- 
culations, the  risk  of  reaching  the  market  is  too 
important  an  item  to  be  passed  over  or  forgotten. 


Every  diminution  of  this  risk  adds  to  the  namber 
of  those  who  will  attempt  the  supply:  and  conse- 
quently a  koowledjje  that  the  voyage,  sboald  it 
even  fail  by  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  would  yet 
be  profitable,  must  increase  the  nnmtwr  of  those 
who  would  make  it. 

It  is  plain,  then,  that  this  article  admits  the 
seizure  of  provisions  in  no  siluatioQ  where  th^ 
were  not  before  seizable ;  and  encourages  tbeir 
transportation  to  France,  and  her  colonies,  by  di- 
minishing the  risk  of  such  transportation. 

It  is  also  complained  of,  that  this  treaty  has  not, 
'  as  all  treaties  do,  pointed  out  particularly  the 
cases  of  (he  effective  blockade  of  a  j^ce,"  as 
alone  forming  an  exception  to  the  freedom  of 
provisions. 

Articles  in  a  treayr  can  only  be  inserted  by  coo- 
sent.  The  United  Sutes,  therefore,  can  never  be 
responsible  for  not  having  inserted  an  article  to 
which  the  other  contracting  party  would  notanenL 
They  may  refuse  to  make  anj  change  in  Uu  ex- 
isting stale  of  things  i^ejndicial  to  themselres  or 
to  other  Powers ;  and  they  have  refused  to  aiake 
any  such  change.  But  it  is  not  in  their  power  to 
insert,  as  by  common  consent,  an  article,  thon^ 
merely  declaratory  of  a  principle  which  they  con- 
sidered as  certainly  existing,  and  which  (hey 
mean  to  support,  if  such  common  coiisen(  be  qd- 
attaioable.  All  that  can  be  done,  in  such  case,  ii 
to  leave  the  principle  unim^red,  reserriog  ea- 
tirely  the  right  to  assert  it.  This  has  been  doDe; 
the  principle  has  been  left  unimpaired,  and  has 
been  since  successfully  asserted. 

The  United  States  are  at  all  tioaes  truly  solicit- 
ous to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the  list  of  coi- 
traband.  It  is  their  interest^  in  common  with  aD 
other  nations  whose  policy  is  peace,  to  enlarge,  an 
far  as  they  can  be  enlaced,  the  rignts  of  neutrals. 
This  interest  is  a  sure  gturanty  for  their  nang 
those  means  which  they  think  calculated  to  effect 
the  object,  and  which  a  just  r^rard  to  their  siioa- 
tion  will  permit.  But  they  must  be  allowed  to 
pursue  the  object,  in  such  manner  as  may  cotnpiHt 
with  that  situation.  While  they  surrender  no  ac- 
tual right,  in  preserving  which  there  is  a  common 
interest;  while  they  violate  no  pre-existing  eo- 
gagemen,(  (and  (hese  they  have  not  surrendered  or 
violated.)  (hey  must  judge  exclusively  for  ihem- 
seWes  how  far  they  will  or  ought  to  go  in  tbeir 
efforts  to  acquire  new  rights,  or  establish  new  prior 
ciptes.  When  they  surrender  this  privilege,  Huj 
cease  to  be  independent,  and  they  will  no  longer 
deserve  to  be  free.  They  will  have  surrendered 
into  other  hands  the  .nost  sacred  of  deposites— 
the  right  of  self-government;  and  instead  of  the 
approbation,  they  will  merit  the  contempt  of  the 
world. 

Those  parts  of  the  treaty  between  the  Doited 
States  and  Britain,  which  have  been  selected  by 
France  as  injurious  to  her,  have  been  now  exam- 
ined. The  undersigned  are  too  well  convinced 
that  they  in  no  degree  justify  the  enmity  they  are 
alleged  to  have  produced,  not  to  rely  on  a  can- 
did reconsideration  of  them  as  a  sure  mean  of 
removing  the  impressions  they  are  supposed  lo 
have  made. 
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Before  tliis  snbjeet  is  endrelf  closed,  one  other 
objection  will  be  noticed.  The  very  formation  of 
a  Commercial  Treaty  with  Englaod  seems  to  be 
reprobated  as  furnisbing  just  cause  of  offence  to 
Fnoce ;  aad  Mr.  Adet  has  permitted  himself  to 
■ay :  "  It  was  a  little  matter  only  to  allow  the 
English  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of 
our  treaty:  it  was  necessary  to  assure  these  to 
them  by  the  aid  of  a  contract,  which  might  serve 
at  once  as  a  reply  to  the  claims  o(  France,  and  as 
peremptory  motives  for  refusals;  the  true  cause 
of  which  It  was  requisite  incessantly  to  disguise 
to  her  under  specious  pretexts.  Such  was  the  ob- 
ject of  Mr.  Jay's  mission  to  London ;  such  was 
the  object  of  a  negotiation  enveloped  from  its  ori- 
gin  in  the  shadow  of  mystery,  and  covered  with 
the  veil  of  Sissimulation." 

PasBiDg  over  this  eitraordtoary  language,  the 
ondersigaed,  being  only  desirous  of  prodncmg  ac- 
cnnmodation  by  the  exhibition  of  truth^  will  con- 
sider the  opinion  which  is  obliquely  hinted,  and 
the  fact  which  is  directly  averred. 

The  practice  of  formmg  commercial  treaties  Is 
so  untrersal  among  other  nations,  having  any  com- 
mercial intercourae  with  each  other,  (hat  it  seems 
nnnecessary  to  discuss  their  utility.  The  right  to 
form  these  treaties  has  been  so  universally  assert- 
ed and  admitted,  that  it  seems  to  be  the  insepara- 
ble attribute  of  soreretgQtyj  to  be  questioned  ooiy 
by  those  who  question  the  right  of  a  nation  to  gov- 
ern itself,  and  to  be  ceded  only  by  those  who  are 
prepared  to  cede  their  independence. 

But  (he  prosperity  of  the  United  States  is.  in  a 
peculiar  d^ree,  promoted  by  external  commerce. 
A  people  abxuwt  aelnsirely  agricultural  have  not 
vithtn  themselves  a  marlut  for  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  their  tobor,  or  a  sufficient  number  and 
variety  of  articles  of  exchange  to  supply  the 
wanuof  the  cultivator:  they  cannot  hare  an  in- 
lenat,  which  will  compensate  for  the  loss  of  an 
external  commerce.  They  must  search  abroad 
for  Qunufacmres,  and  for  many  other  articles 
which  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  coovenieoce 
<tf  life,  aod  they  must  search  abroad  also  for  a 
market  for  that  large  portion  of  the  produc- 
tions of  their  soil  which  caunot  be  consumed 
at  home.  The  policy  of  a  nation  thus  circum- 
uauced  must  ever  be  to  encourage  external  com- 
merce, and  to  open  to  itself  every  possible  market 
for  the  disposition  of  its  superfluities,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  its  wants.  The  commercial  and  manufac- 
tiuing  character  and  capacities  of  England  must 
tnm  into  that  channel  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  commerce  of  any  nation  under  the  cirenm- 
slanees  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  market  too 
important  and  too  valuable  to  be  volimtarily 
clwed ;  in  conseqtience,  a  couiderabte  portion  of 
their  commerce  nas  taken  that  direction,  and  a 
continual  solicitude  has  been  manifested  to  regu- 
late and  secure  it  by  contract.  To  abolish  this 
commerce,  or  to  refuse  to  give  it  permanence  and 
Kcurity  by  fair  and  equal  stipulations,  would  be 
a  sacrifice  which  no  nation  ought  to  require,  and 
which  no  nation  ought  to  make.  In  forming  her 
Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  the  United 
States,  France  claimed  no  such  pmogative.  That 
5th  Con.— 108 


treaty  declares  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  be, 
"tout  in  an  equitable  and  permanent  manner  the 
rules  which  ought  (o  be  followed  relative  to  the 
correspondence  and  commerce,  which  the  two  pat- 
ties desire  to  establish  between  their  respective 
countries,  States,  and  subjects;"  and  that  they 
have  judged  that  the  said  end  could  not  be  better 
obtainied  than  by  taking  for  the  basis  of  their  agree- 
ment the  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity ;  and 
by  carefully  avoiding  all  of  those  burdensome  pro- 
ferences  which  are  usually  sources  of  debate,  em- 
barrassment, aod  discontent;  by  leaving  also  each 
party  at  liberty  to  make,  respecting  commerce  and 
navigation,  those  interior  regulations  which  k 
shall  find  most  convenient  to  itself;  and  by  found- 
ing the  advantages  of  commerce  solely  upon  re- 
ciprocal utility,  and  the  jnst  rules  of  free  inteT'- 
course ;  reserving  withal  to  each  party  the  liberty 
of  admitting  at  its  pleasure  other  nations  to  a  par> 
ticipation  of  the  same  advantages."  The  treaty 
itself  contains  no  stipulations  in  any  degree  com- 
iradictory  to  these  declarations  of  the  preamble,  or 
which  could  surest  a  iiUBpicion  that  under  those 
declarations  we  concealed  a  wish  to  abridge  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to 
treaties,  or  to  control  their  interests  with  regard  to 
commerce.  In  forming  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Britain,  therefore,  in  which  no  peculiar  privilege 
is  granted,  the  Gloveroment  of  the  United  States 
believed  itself  to  be  transacting  a  business  exclu- 
sively iu  own,  which  could  give  umbrage  to  none, 
and  which  no  other  nation  on  earth  would  con- 
sider itself  as  having  a  right  to  interfere  in.  Theie 
existed,  coosequenUy,nomotiveforconcealing  from 
or  declaring  to  France,  or  any  other  Power,  that 
(he  negotiations  of  Mr.  Jay  might  or  might  not 
terminate  in  a  commercial  treaty.  The  oeclaia- 
tion,  therefore,  was  not  made,  nor  is  it  usual  for 
nations,  about  to  enter  into  n^tiations,  to  pro- 
claim to  others  the  various  objects  to  which  those 
negotiations  may  possibly  be  directed.  Such  k 
not,  nor  has  it  ever  been  the  practice  of  France. 
To  suppose  a  necessity  or  a  duty  on  the  part  of 
one  Qovernmeot  thus  to  proclaim  all  its  views,  or 
to  consult  another  with  respect  to  its  arrangements 
of  its  own  aifairs,  is  to  imply  a  dependence,  to 
which  no  Government  ought  willingly  to  submit. 
3o  far  as  the  interests  of  France  might  be  involved 
in  the  negotiation,  the  instruction  given  to  the  ne- 
gotiator were  promptly  communicated.  The  Min- 
ister of  this  Republic  was  informed  officially  that 
Mr.  Jay  was  instructed  aot  to  weaken  the  eogua- 
ments  of  the  United  States  to  France.  Further 
information  was  neither  to  have  been  required  at 
expected,  indeed,  that  which  was  given  furnished 
reason  to  suppose  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
negotiation  with  Great  Britain  was  a  commercial 
treaty.  Why,  then,  such  unnecessuy  and  nnm»> 
rited  sarcasms  against  a  cautious  and  unoffending 
allyl  Those  objects  which  she  pursued  were 
such  as  an  independent  nation  might  le^timately 
pursue,  and  such  as  America  never  nad  dissembled, 
and  never  deemed  it  necessary  to  dissemble  her 
wish  to  obtain.  Why,  should  an  effort  be  made 
to  impress  France  with  an  opinion  that  Mr.  Jay 
was  not  authorized  to  nc|;otiate  a  cmunerciu 
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treaty  with  Britain,  when  the  fixed  opioioD  of 
America  bad  ever  been,  that  France  could  not  be 
and  ought  not  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  formation 
of  such  a  treaty  1  Why  should  the  Miaister  of 
France  hare  been  informed  (^cialljr  that  Mr. 
Jay  was  especially  instructed  not  to  weaken  the 
enga^emeais  of  the  United  States  to  France,  if  it 
was  intended  to  convince  that  Minister  that  his 
pow«s  did  not  extend  to  subjects  in  any  degree 
connected  with  those  engagements?  To  what 

SirpoM  shoald  the  GoTerament  oS  the  United 
tntes  hare  practised  a  deception  deemed  by  itself 
totally  unnecessary^  and  which  its  utmost  efforts 
could  not  long  cootmue  1  It  requires  an  equal  de- 
gree of  folly  and  rice  to  practise  an  useless  liaud 
which  must  inevitably  and  immediately  be  de- 
tected, and  the  detection  of  which  must  expose  its 
authors  to  general  infamy,  as  well  as  to  the  enmiiv 
of  those  on  whom  the  fraud  had  been  practise  J. 
These  considerations  ought  to  have  produced  some 
hesitation  cooceroing  the  fact.  The  testimony  in 
support  of  it  ought  to  have  been  very  positiveand 
Tery  unexceptionable  before  it  received  impbcit 
faitn.  Itshould  have  been  very  clear  that  there  was 
no  mistake,  no  misunderstanding  concerning  the 
information  communicated,  before  the  charge  was 
made  in  such  terms  as  the  Minister  of  France  has 
been  pleased  to  employ.  But  the  testimony  is  be- 
lieved to  be  satisfactory,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  Statet  has  not  endeavored  to  impress 
on  France  any  opinion  on  this  subject  which  the 
fact  of  the  case  did  not  warrant.  The  declaration 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  made  July  8th,  1795,  is  full  on 
this  point.  It  is  in  these  words:  "I  never  could 
with  truth  hare  informed  the  French  Miaister  that 
the  mission,  as  set  forth  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  contemplated  only  an  adjust- 
ment of  our  complaints ;  if  by  this  phrase  it  t>e  in- 
tended to  exclude  commercial  arrangements.  I 
could  have  no  reason  for  saying  so,  sioce  the 
French  Republic  could  have  notning  to  do  with 
our  commercial  arrangements,  if  they  did  not 
derogate  from  her  rights.  It  could  have  answered 
no  purpose  when  so  short  a  time  would  develop 
the  contrary.  I  never  did  inform  the  French  Min- 
ister as  is  above  stated. 

"The  only  (dicial  conversation,  which  I  recol- 
lect with  Mr.  Fauehet  upon  this  subject,  was 
when  I  eommnnicated  to  htm,  with  the  Presi- 
dent's permission,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  instructed  not 
to  weaken  our  euffagements  to  France.  Neither 
then  nor  at  any  other  time,  in  official  or  unofficial 
conversation,  aid  I  ever  say  to  him  that  nothing 
of  a  commercial  nature  was  contemplated,  or  that 
nothing  but  the  controversies  under  the  old  treaty 
and  the  st>oliati:ms  were  contemplated. 

"  Mr.  Fauehet  sometime  ago  said  to  me  that  he 
understood  from  what  I  said,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not 
authorized  to  treat  of  commercial  matters.  I  told 
htm  that  he  misunderstood  me ;  no  letter  has  ever 
passed  upon  this  subject." 

If,  Uien,  Mr.  Randolph  did  ^ive  Mr.  Fauehet  the 
information  contendecl  for,  it  is  plain  that  he  never 
was  authorized  to  do  so ;  but  tne  considerations 
already  detailed  render  it  infinitely  more  probable 
that  Mr.  Fauehet  has  misunderstood  Mr.  Ran- 


dolph, than  that  Mr.  Randolph  has  miriaformed 
Mr.  Fauehet. 

The  undersigned  have  taken,  they  trust,  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  leading  and  influential  measmei 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
They  have  endeavored  to  state,  with  plaianest 
and  with  candor,  the  motives  wnich  have  occi- 
sioned  the  adoption  of  those  measures,  and  the 
operation  they  are  believed  to  have.  They  hive 
shown  that,  it  America  is  to  be  repnnched  with 
partialities,  irreeoneileable  with  her  neutral  sitn- 
aiion,  it  is  not  by  France  that  those  repnnchci 
ought  to  be  made.  They  have  been  induced  to 
take  this  review  by  a  hopie,  which  theycanno(r^ 
linquish  without  regret,  that  it  may  contribute  to 
eflhce  impressions  which  misrepresentation  nu; 
have  made,  and  to  take  from  the  intentions  and 
conduct  of  the  Ciovernment  they  represent,  thit 
false  coloring  which  unfriendly  pencils  bare  so 
profusely  bestowed  upon  them.  They  are  ini- 
lous  still  to  cherish  the  hope  that,  by  exposing; 
frankly  and  sincerely  the  sentiments  which  hare 
hitherto  guided  their  nation,  they  may  restoredis- 
positions  on  the  part  of  France,  compatiUewidt 
the  continuance  of  those  sentiments. 

Complaints  have  been  made  that  in  the  ap|di- 
cation  in  particular  cases  of  those  general  prineif4a 
which  the  neutral  situation  of  the  United  Sum 
rendered  indispensable,  inconveniences  and  Tac- 
tions which  were  unavoidable  have  been  souk- 
times  sustained.  These  complaints  have  been 
separately  and  fully  discumed. 

The  underRiened  persuade  themselves  that  die 
explanations  which  nave  been  given  respecting 
them,  if  not  entirely  satisfactory,  have  yet  b«o 
such  as:  to  prove  the  good  faith  and  upright  in- 
tentions wnich  have  never  ceased  to  direct  dte 
conduct  of  the  United  States. 

If,  notwithstanding  this  good  faith  and  the  pit- 
rity  of  these  intentions,  the  difficulty  of  their  sitD- 
ation  has  in  any  case  produced  even  an  involon- 
tary  departure  from  those  principles  by  which 
they  profess  to  be  guided,  they  are  readv  to  con- 
sider that  case,  ana  to  repair  any  fault  which  may 
inadvertently  nave  been  committed.  With  tbeK 
dispositions  on  their  part,  with  this  coDscioames 
of  having  never  ceased  to  merit  the  friendshipand 
esteem  of  the  French  nation,  with  a  convicdw 
that  a  temperate  and  thorough  view  of  Repast 
cannot  fail  to  remove  the  prejudices  not  warranted 
by  facts,  the  United  States  have  relied  conGdendf 
00  the  justice  of  France  for  a  discontinuance  ud 
reparation  of  those  serious  and  heavy  injuries 
which  have  been  accumulated  on  them. 

Desirous  of  esiablishiog,  not  the  dependence  (» 
a  weak  on  a  powerful  nation,  but  that  real  nod 
cordial  friendship,  the  willing  and  spontaneous  of- 
fering of  generous  minds,  which  can  only  be  last- 
ing when  evidenced  to  be  mutual,  and  can  onlf 
be  preserved  when  bottomedos  reciprocal  justice, 
the  undersigned  will  now  represent  with  cand« 
and  frankness  the  well-founded  cranplaints  with 
which  they  are  charged. 
These-complaints  consist— 
Of  cUima  uncontroverted  by  the  GoveniineBt  ei 
France,  but  which  remain  uQ|iatisfied.  and' 
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Of  claim'4  fouoded  oa  captures  and  confiscaiioDs. 
the  illegality  of  which  has  not  yet  been  admitted. 

In  the  first  class  of  cases  are  arranged — 

Istly.  Those  whose  property  has  been  seized 
OBder  the  decree  of  the  National  Conrenlion  of 
the  9th  May,  1793. 

2dly.  Those  who  are  entitled  to  compensation 
in  eoDsequence  of  the  long  detention  of  their  res- 
4ds  at  Bordeaux,  in  the  years  of  1793  and  1794. 

3dly.  The  holders  of  bills  and  other  eridences 
of  debts  due,  drawn  by  the  colonial  administratioos 
in  the  We^t  Indies. 

4thly.  Those  whose  cargoes  hare  been  apfvo- 
priated  to  public  use  without  receiriog  therefor 
adequate  payment;  and 

Stilly.  Those  who  have  supplied  the  Grorern- 
meal  under  contract  with  its  aeents,  which  have 
not  yet  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  France. 

Tbese  well-founded  claims  of  American  citi- 
zens, thus  originating  in  voluntary  and  iraportant 
supplies,  in  the  forcible  seizure  of  valuable  prop- 
mjr,  accompanied  with  promines  of  payment,  and 
ID  injnrious  deteotions,  constitute  a  mass  of  debt 
which  the  justice  and  good  faith  of  the  French 
Goremment  cannot  refuse  to  provide  for,  and 
which  is  too  considerable  to  be  unnoticed  by  that 
of  the  United  Stales.  The  undersigned  are  in- 
structed to  solicit  your  attention  to  this  subject, 
and  they  would  persuade  themselres  that  they  do 
not  solicit  in  vain.  So  many  circumstances  eon- 
eur  to  give  force  to  the  application,  that  they  leave 
it  to  your  Oovemment,  in  the  confidence  that  no 
additional  representations  can  be  necessary. 

They  pass  to  complaints  still  more  important 
for  their  amount,  more  interesting  in  their  nature, 
and  more  serious  in  their  consequences. 

On  the  14th  Messidor,  4th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible.  (July  2d,  1796,)  the 
fixecBtire  Directory  decreed,'  ^  that  all  neutral  or 
allied  Powersshall,  withont delay,  be  notified  that : 
the  flag  of  the  French  Repoblic  will  treat  neutral 
vessels,  either  as  to  confiscation,  as  to  searches  or 
capture,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  shall  suffer 
the  Enilish  to  treat  them."  This  decree,  io  any 
point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  considered,  could 
notfoil  to  excite  in  the  United  States  the  most  se- 
rious attention.  It  dispenses  at  once,  as  they  con- 
ceive, with  the  most  solemn  obli^tioos  which 
compact  can  create,  and  consequently  asserts  a 
right  on  the  part  of  France  to  recede  at  her  dis- 
cretion from  auy  stipulations  she  may  have  en- 
tered into.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  Govern- 
ments may  by  contract  change,  as  between  them- 
selves, the  rules  established  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  that  such  contract  becomes  completely  obliga- 
tory on  the  parties,  though  it  can  in  nomanneraffecl 
the  righte  of  others ;  yet,  by  this  decree,  allies  with 
whom  such  stipulations  exist,  are  to  be  treated 
without  regard  to  such  stipulations,  in  the  same 
maoner  a^t  they  are  treata)  by  others,  who  are 
bound  by  a  difEerent  role.  This,  as  it  respects  the 
United  States,  is  the  more  uafrtendl^,  because  a 
readiness  has  been  manifested  on  their  part  so  to 
modify  by  coosent  their  treaty  with  France,  as  to 
reins  tato  tlae  rules  established  by  the  law  of  na- 
uoiu. 


The  general  terms  too,  in  which  this  decree  is 
conceived,  threatened  but  too  certainly  the  mis- 
chiefs it  has  generated,  and  the  abuses  which 
have  been  practised  under  it.  Neutrals  are  to  be 
treated  as  they  shall  permit  the  English  to  treat 
them.  No  rule  extracted  from  the  practice  of 
Enf[Und  is  laid  down  which  might  gorern  the 
eraisers  of  France,  or  instruct  the  vessels  of  nea- 
trals.  No  principles  are  stated,  manifesting  the 
opinion  entertained  of  the  treatment  received  from 
England,  which  might  enable  a  neutral  to  contro- 
vert that  opinion,  and  to  show  that  the  English 
were  not  permitted  to  treat  its  flag  as  was  sup- 
posed by  the  Oovemment  of  France.  To  judge 
from  the  decree  itself,  from  any  information  given 
concerning  it,  or  from  the  practice  under  it.  those 
who  were  to  be  benefited  by  its  abuse  were  to  de- 
(fide  io  what  manner  it  should  be  executed;  and 
the  cruiser  who  should  fall  in  with  a  valuable 
vessel  had  only  to  consult  his  rapacity,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  an  English  privateer,  meet- 
ing a  vessel,  under  simitar  circumstances,  would 
capture  and  bring  her  into  port.  Multiplied  ex- 
cesses, aDd  accumulated  vexationa  could  not  but 
have  been  apprehended  from  such  a  decree,  and 
the  fact  has  realized  every  fear  that  was  enter- 
tained concerning  it.  It  has  been  construed  even 
in  Europe  to  auuorize  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  American  vessels,  for  the  single  circum- 
stance of  their  being  desitined  for  a  British  port. 
At  no  period  of  the  war  has  Britain  undertaken  to 
exercise  such  a  power.  At  no  period  of  the  war 
has  she  asserted  such  a  right.  It  is  a  power  which 
prostrates  every  principle  of  national  sovereignty, 
and  to  which  no  nation  can  submit  without  re- 
linquishing at  the  same  time  its  best  interests  and 
sacrificing  its  dearest  rights.  This  power  has  been 
exercised  by  France  on  the  rich  and  unprotected 
commnce  of  an  ally,  on  the  presumption  that  that 
ally  was  sosiaining  the  same  injuries  from  Brit- 
ain, at  a  time  when  it  is  bdieved  that  the  dejHre- 
daUons  of  that  nation  had  ceased,  and  the  princi- 
ple of  compensating  for  them  had  been  recognised. 

In  the  West  Indies  similar  depredations  have 
been  experienced.  On  the  Ist  of  August,  1796, 
the  special  agents  of  the  Executive  Directory  to 
the  Windward  Islands,  decreed  that  all  vessek 
loaded  with  contraband,  shonld  be  seized  and  con- 
fiscated for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

On  the  7th  Frimaire,  5lh  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (27th  November, 
1796.)  the  commission,  delegated  by  the  French 
Republic  to  the  Leeward  Islands,  resolved  that  the 
captains  of  French  national  vessels  and  privateers 
are  authorized  to  stop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of 
the  colony,  American  vessels  bound  to  English 
ports,  or  coming  from  the  said  ports. 

On  the  19th  Pluviose,  5th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (Februarv  Ist,  1797,) 
Victor  Hugues  and  Lebas,  the  special  agents  of 
the  Executory  Directory  to  the  Wmdward  Islands, 
passed  a  decree,  subjecting  to  capture  and  confisca- 
tion neutral  vessels  destined  for  toe  Windward  and 
Leeward  I<tlands  of  America,  delivered  up  to  the 
English,  and  occupied  and  defended  by  the  emi- 
grants. These  pottsaresaidtob0Martinico,St,L»> 
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eit.  Tobago.  Draurara,  Berbice.  Easeqoibo,  Port- 
■o-Pr  ioce.  St.  Mark's,  E^Arebajre^aDd  Jeremie.  The 
dtcree  also  vubjecta  to  captDre  all  re*»eU  which 
have  cleared  out  for  the  West  ladies  genmhf. 

The  Qodenii^iml  will  not  deiaio  too,  Citizen 
Mioicter,  for  the  purpose  of  proring  how  directiy 
attd  opeoljr  these  decrees  violate  both  the  law  of 
naiioDs  and  the  trcaljr  belweeo  Franca  and  the 
United  Sutca. 

Thejr  hare  been  execnted  on  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  captored  restels  in  a  manner  by  no 
nMOT  calculated  to  mitifale  tbeir  rigor. 

Tb«  deerec  of  the  14tli  of  McMidor  was  soon 
followed  bjr  another,  vbieh  has  spared  bat  tittle  of 
the  American  eommeree,  except  what  has  fortn- 
natcly  escaped  ibe  pnr«ait  of  the  cruisers  ci  France. 
On  the  laih  Veniose,  6lh  year,  (2d  March,  1797.) 
the  Execatire  Directory,  consideriog  the  Treaty 
of  Amity.  Commerce,  and  Narigation,  concluded 
at  LoadoD,  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  between 
ihesaid  United  States  and  England,  aa  containing 
eoncetwions  of  privileges  to  Britain  which,  under 
tbc  treaty  of  February,  1778,  might  be  enjoyed  by 
this  Republic  also,  proceeds  to  modify  the  treaty 
betweeo  France  and  the  United  States,  by  declar- 
ing enemies'  ffoods,  in  American  bottoms,  liable 
to  capture  ana  conSicalion  ;  by  enlarging  the  list 
of  contraband,  and  by  subjecting  to  punishment, 
■s  A  pirate,  any  American  citizen  holding  a  com- 
mission given  by  the  enemies  of  France,  as  well 
aievcrjr  seaman  of  that  nation,  making  a  part  of 
the  crew  of  the  eneroies's  ships.  Tbedecreenext 

Eroceeds  to  exact  from  Americans,  papers  which 
ad  been  made  necessary  to  establish  the  nen- 
trallty  of  foreign  vessels  generally,  by  the'ordi- 
ntnca  of  the  26th  July,  1778,  butwhichhad  never 
been  considered  a^  applying  to  the  United  States, 
which  required  papers  their  vessels  could  not  be 
supposed  to  possess;  and  which  the  treaty  between 
the  two  nations  was  aappoied  to  have  rendered 
unnecessary. 

The  basis  taken  by  the  Executive  Directory,  on 
which  to  rest  their  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
the  6th  of  February,  1778,  is,  that  by  the  treaty 
of  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  particular  favora 
in  respect  of  commerce  and  navigation  have  been 
granted  to  England. 

It  has  been  demonstrated,  thai  no  particular 
fa  von  in  resnecl  of  commerce  or  navigation,  have 
been  granted  (o  Engiand.  That  treaty  has  been 
ahown  only  to  recognise,  regulate,  and  moderate 
the  exercise  of  rights  before  possessed,  and  bejbre 
openly  acknowledged  to  be  possessed ;  rights 
which  France  and  America  nad  reciprocally 
ceded  to  each  other,  without  requiring,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  the  oessioQ,  that  either  should  compel 
England  tu  form  a  similar  stipulation. 

But  to  admit  for  a  moment  that  the  treaty  with 
England  might  be  considered  as  stipulating  fa- 
vors not  before  poitsessed,  yet  the  American  Got- 
emment  did  nut  so  understaod  that  treaty,  and 
had  manifested  a  disposition  to  modify,  by  com- 
mon conwnt,  its  relaiiuns  with  this  Republic,  in 
such  manner  as  to  reinstate  a  role,  which  has 
been  volualarily  ehanged.  Ii  canaot  but  be  sin- 
cerely rcfretted.  ttecause  it  Aeencd  lo  indicate  on 


unfriendly  temper^  thai  France  has  deemed  it 
more  eligible  lo  establish  by  force,  ia  oppositioB 
to  her  treaty,  a  principle  wluch  she  deemed  eon- 
venient.  than  to  fix  that  priDci|de  on  the  fair  baas 
of  mntnal  and  amicable  agreement. 

Bnt  the  clause,  under  which  these  modificatioBi 
are  justified,  is  in  these  words :  ~  The  Uost  Cbris- 
lian  King  and  the  United  States  engaffe  mataally 
not  to  grant  any  particular  favor  to  ouer  natioas, 
in  respect  of  commerce  and  oarigatitm,  wluck 
shall  not  immediately  become  comnxoo  u  the 
other  partyf  who  shall  enjoy  the  sane  favor  free- 
ly, if  the  concession  was  freely  made^  or  on  allow- 
ing the  same  compauatioD,  if  the  concession  wis 
conditional."  If  these  stipulations  tmeqaiyoesUy 
amoonied  to  the  grant  of  favors,  still  the  grant  is 
not  gratuitous.  The  concessions  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  are  made  on  condition  of  tini- 
lar  conce^ions  on  the  part  of  Britain.  If  there- 
fore, France  chooses  to  coosid^  them  as  modifi- 
cations of  the  treaty  of  1778,  she  can  only  do  it 
by  granting  the  reciprocal  condition :  on  this  sup- 
position, she  has  either  of  the  rules  at  her  ekciioa, 
but  she  cannot  vary  from  the  first  without  a  com- 
pact on  her  part  to  grant  the  reciprocal  stipult- 
tion.  Such  a  compact  is  in  the  nature  of  t 
national  treaty. 

But  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  decree  of  tbe 
13th  Ventose,  5th  year  (March  2, 1797)  asfoQoded 
on  the  17th,  18th,  and  21st  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  the  19th  November,  179^  are  materially  va- 
riant from  those  articles.  To  demonstntethi&it 
is  only  necessary  to  contrast  the  roles  of  the  w- 
cree  with  the  articles  of  the  treaty  on  which  those 
rules  are  said  to  be  founded. 

Articles  of  tbe  Trea^  of  the  I9th  of  November,  17H 
as  quoted  by  the  Directory. 
"Art.  XVII.  It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  cases  what 
vessels  shall  be  captured  or  detained  on  jnst  sos- 
picion  of  having  on  board  enemies'  property^  oi 
of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles  wincb 
are  contraband  of  war,  the  said  vessels  shall  be 
brought  to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  pwt. 
and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy  should  be  foeH 
on  board  such  vessels,  that  part  only  which  be 
longs  to  the  enemy  shall  be  made  prize,  and 
the  vessel  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  tke 
remainder  vrithout  any  impediment.  And  it  i> 
agreed,  that  all  proper  measures  ^11  be  taken  to 
prevent  delay  in  deciding  the  cases  of  ships  w 
cargoes  so  brought  for  adjudication;  and  in  the 
payment  or  recovery  of  any  indemnifiealioa  ai* 
juaged  or  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  or  mas- 
ters of  such  ships." 

Kules  established  by  tbe  srrM  of  the  DireefaHy. 

"RuLB  I.  According  to  tbe  seventeeth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  London,  of  the  nineteenth  of 
November,  1794,  all  merchandise  of  the  enemy,or 
merchandise  not  sufficiently  proved  to  be  neutral, 
laden  under  the  American  flag,  shall  be  coafisea* 
ted,  but  the  vessel  on  board  of  wbkh  it  shall  be 
found,  shall  be  released  and  restored  to  the  owner. 
It  is  enjoined  on  the  Commissaries  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory,  to  accelerate,  by  all  the  means  ia 
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their  power,  the  decision  of  coDtests  which  shall 
arise  either  on  the  validity  of  the  prize-cargo,  or 
oa  the  freight  and  demarrage." 

According  to  the  article,  when  on  jmt  suspicion 
of  haring  on  board  enemy*s  property,  or  of  earry- 
ii^  to  the  enemy  contraband  of  war,  a  vessel  shall 
be  brought  into  port,  that  part  only  which  belongs 
to  the  enemy  shall  be  made  prize;  according  lo 
the  article,  then,  the  fact  whether  the  property 
does  or  does  not  belong  to  an  enemy,  is  to  be  fair- 
ly tried.  The  party  inio  would  establish  the  fact, 
must  prove  it.  The  captor  must  show  the  justice 
of  the  suspicion  on  which  the  capture  or  deten- 
tioQ  w%s  founded.  The  burden  of  the  proof  rests 
on  him.  If,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  the  property 
does  not  belong  to  an  enemy,  or  is  not  proved  to 
belong  to  an  enemy,  it  must  be  discharged.  But 
the  rule  pursues  a  different  coarse.  The  rule  de- 
clares, that  merchandise  of  the  enemy,  or  not  suf- 
ficiently proved  to  be  neutral,  ladeued  under  the 
American  flag,  shall  be  confiscated.  The  burden 
of  the  proof  is  shifted  from  the  captor  to  the  cap- 
tnred.  The  question  to  he  tried  is  not  solely  whe- 
ther the  merchandise  be  in  fact  the  property  of 
an  enemy,  but  also  whether  it  be  sufficiently  proved 
to  be  neutral.  The  sufficiency  of  this  proof  is  to 
be  ascertained,  not  by  general  and  satisfactory 
testimony,  not  by  the  great  principles  of  truth, 
And  the  common  understanding  of  mankind,  but 
by  the  exhibition  of  certain  papers  demandable  at 
the  will  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  not  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  other.  This  may  be  a  regulation 
which  France  chooses  to  eiitahlish,  but  certainljr 
it  is  a  regulation  essentially  variant  from  the  arti- 
cle it  professes  to  resemble. 

"Abt.  XVIII.  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  fu- 
ture to  be  esteemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed 
that  under  the  said  denomination  shall  be  com- 
prised all  arms  and  implements  serving  for  the 
parposes  of  war,  by  land  or  by  sea,  as  cannon, 
moskets,  mortars,  petards,  bombs,  grenades,  car- 
casses, saueisses,  carriages  for  cannon,  musket- 
rests,  bandoliers,,  gunpowder,  match,  saltpetre,  bail, 
pikes,  swords,  head-pieces,  cuiritsses,  halberds 
knees,  javelins,  horse-furniture,  holsters,  belts, 
and  generally  all  other  imi^ements  of  war;  as 
also  timber  for  ship-building,  tar,  or  rosin,  copper 
in  sheets,  saik,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally 
vhstever  may  serve  directly  to  the  equipment  of 
vessels,  unwrought  iron,  and  fir  planV,  only  ex- 
cepted." 

"Roi.E  11.  According  to  the  IStb  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  London,  of  the  19th  of  November, 
1794,  to  the  articles  declared  contraband  by  the 
24th  article  of  the  Treaiv  of  the  6tfa  of  February, 
1778,  are  added  the  following  articles:  Timber 
for  ship-building,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin,  copper  in 
sheets,  sails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  everything 
which  serves  directly  or  indirectly  for  the  arma- 
UMnt  and  equipment  of  vessels,  unwrought  iron 
and  fir  planks  excepted.  These  several  articles 
ahall  be  confiscated  whenever  they  shall  be  des- 
tined or  attempted  to  be  earned  to  the  enemy." 

The  immei^  number  of  articles  which  may 
'Wn  indirectly  for  the  armament  and  equipment 


of  vessels  are  made  contraband  by  the  rule  of  the 
Directory,  though  they  are  not  so  by  the  article  it 
professes  to  cite. 

"  Art.  XXI.  It  is  likewise  agreed  that  the  sub- 
jects aod  citizens  of  the  two  nations  shall  not  do 
any  acts  of  hostility  or  violence  agaiost  each 
other,  nor  accept  commissions  or  instructions  so 
to  act  from  any  foreign  Prince  or  State  enemies 
to  the  party ;  nor  shaQ  the  enemies  of  one  of  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  invite  or  endeavor  to  enlist 
in  their  military  service  any  of  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  the  other  party,  and  the  laws  against 
all  such  offeoces  and  agressions  shall  be  punc- 
tually executed.  And  if  any  subject  or  citizen  of 
the  said  parties,  respectively,  shall  accept  any  for- 
eign commission,  or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming 
any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privateer  against  the  other 
party,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  for  the 
6aid  party  to  treat  and  punish  the  said  subject  or 
citiicen  having  such  "ctHamisston,  or  letters  of 
marque,' as  a  pirate." 

"  Role  hi.  According  to  the  21st  article  of  the 
Treatjr  of  London,  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
eveij  individual  known  to  be  an  American,  who 
shall  hold  a  commission  given  by  the  enemies  of 
France,  as  well  as  every  seaman  of  that  nation, 
making  a  part  of  the  crew  of  enemies'  ships,  shall, 
by  that  act,  be  declared  a  pirate,  and  treated  as 
such,  without  being  allowed,  in  anvcase,  toalle^ 
that  he  was  forced  to  do  it  by  violence,  menaces, 
or  otherwise." 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
never  formed  a  treaty  comprehending  an  article 
in  any  degree  similar  to  this  rule.  It  has  never 
assented  to  such  stipulations  as  they  relate  to  its 
own  citizens,  or  required  them  as  they  relate  to 
those  of  other  Powers.  The  difference  between 
the  article  and  the  rule  requires  no  comment. 
Nor  will  the  rule  be  commented  on.  The  under- 
signed will  only  observe  that  the  article  is  by  no 
means  uncommon,  but  is  to  be  found  in  most  trea- 
ties of  amity  and  commerce.  The  21st  article  of 
the  treaty  with  France,  the  19ih  of  the  treaty 
with  the  United  Provinces,  the  23d  of  the  treaty 
with  Sweden,  and  the  20tn  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Prussia,  contain  similar  stipulations.  It  is 
not  easy  to  conceive  a  reason  why  it  should  not 
also  be  inserted  in  a  treaty  with  Enstand,  or  why 
.  its  insertion  should  give  offence  to  France. 

But  the  fourth  rule  of  the  decree  is,  in  its  oper- 
ation, the  most  extensive  and  the  most  seriously 
destructive.  That  rule  declares  that,  "conforma- 
bly to  the  law  of  the  14th  of  February.  1793,  the 
regulations  of  the  21st  of  October,  1744,  and  of 
the  26th  of  July,  1778,  concerning  the  manner  of 
proving  the  property  of  neutral  ships  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  oe  executed  according  to  their 
form  and  tenor. 

"  Every  American  ship  shall,  therefore,  be  a 
good  prize  which  shall  not  have  on  board  a  list  of 
the  crew  in  prc^r  form,  such  as  is  prescribed  by 
the  model  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of 
February,  1778,  the  observance  of  which  is  re- 
quired by  the  25th  and  37th  articles  of  the  same 
treaty." 
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This  rule  requires  that  American  ships  and 
merchandise,  in  order  to  prove  the  property  to  be 
American,  shall  exhibit  certain  papers,  and  espe- 
cially a  r61e  d'6quipage,  which  are  required  of 
neutrals  generally  by  the  particular  marine  ordi- 
nances of  France,  recited  in  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
rectory. But  France  and  America  have  entered 
into  a  solemn  treaty,  one  object  of  which  was  to 
secure  the  vessels  of  either  party,  which  might  be 
at  peace,  from  the  cruisers  of  the  other  which 
might  be  enf^aged  in  war.  To  effect  this  object, 
the  contracting  parties  have  not  referred  each 
other  to  the  particular  stotutes  or  ordinances  of 
nther  Goverament,  bat  have  enumerated  the  pa- 
pers which  nhould  he  deemed  sufficient.  They 
nave  done  more.  They  have  prescribed  the  very 
form  of  the  passport  which  should  establish  the 
nentralily  of  the  vessel,  and  prevent  her  heing 
diverted  from  her  course.  The  25th  and  27th 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations. 
^  which  are  quoted  by  the  Directory,  and  are  con- 
sidered by  the  uudersigDed  as  conclusive  on  this 
subject,  are  in  these  words : 

"Art.  XXV.  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dis- 
sensions and  quarrels  may  be  avoided  and  pre- 
vented on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other,  it  is 
agreed  that,  in  case  either  of  the  parties  hereto 
should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the  other 
ally  must  be  furnished  with  sea-letters  or  pass- 
ports, expressing  the  name,  |Mroperty,  and  buHc,  of 
the  snip,  as  also  the  name  and  place  of  babilation 
of  the  master  or  commander  of  the  said  ship,  that 
it  may  appear  thereby  that  the  said  ship  really 
and  truly  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  one  of  the 
parties,  which  passports  shall  he  made  out  and 
granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this 
treaty  ;  and  they  shall  likewise  be  recalled  every 
year,  that  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home 
in  the  space  of  a  year.  It  is  likewise  agreed  that 
such  ships,  being  laden,  are  to  be  provided  not 
only  with  passports,  as  above  mentioned,  but  also 
with  certincates  containing  the  several  particu- 
lars of  the  cargo,  the  place  whence  the  ship  sailed, 
and  whithet  she  is  bound,  that  so  it  may  be  known 
whether  any  forbidden  or  cootraband  goods  be 
on  board  the  same;  which  certificates  shall  be 
made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  whence  the 
ship  set  sail  in  the  accustomed  form ;  and  if  any 
one  shall  think  it  fit  or  advisable  to  express,  in  the 
said  certificates,  the  person  to  whom  the  goods  on 
board  belong,  he  may  freely  do  so." 

"Art.  xxvii.  If  the  ships  of  the  said  subjects, 
people,  or  inhabitants,  of  either  of  the  partie^ 
shall  be  met  with,  either  sailing  along  the  coasts, 
or  on  the  high  seas,  by  any  ship  of  war  of  the 
other,  or  by  any  privateers,  the  said  ships  of  war  or 
privateers,  for  the  avoiding  of  any  disorder,  shall 
remain  out  of  cannon  shot,  and  may  send  their 
boats  aboard  the  merchant  ship,  which  they  shall 
so  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of 
two  or  three  men  only,  to  whom  the  master  or 
commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  exhibit 
his  passport,  coneenriog  the  property  of  the  ship, 
made  out  according  to  the  form  inserted  in  this 
preaent  treaty ;  and  Uie  ship,  when  she  shall  have 


showed  such  passport,  shall  be  free  and  at  liberty 
to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as  it  Khali  not  be  lavrol 
to  molest  or  search  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give 
her  chase,  or  force  her  to  quit  her  intended 

course." 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  two  nations  possess 
the  power  of  agreeing  that  any  paper  in  any  form 
shall  be  the  sole  document,  demandable  by  either 
from  the  other,  to  prove  the  properly  of  a  vessel 
and  cargo.  It  will  also  be  admitted,  that  an  agree- 
ment so  made  becomes  the  law  of  the  parties, 
which  must  retain  its  obligation. 

Examine,  then,  the  words  of  the  compact,  and 
determine  by  fair  coustruction  what  wul  satisfy 
them. 

The  25th  article  states  sabstantially  the  con- 
tents of  a  paper,  which  is  termed  a  sea-letter  or 
passport,  and  which  "  it  is  agreed  that  in  case 
either  of  the  parties  should  tc  engaged  in  war, 
the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  ot 
people  of  the  other  ally  must  oe  furnished  with." 
To  what  purpose  are  they  to  be  furnished  with 
this  sea-letter  or  passport  7  The  article  answert 
"  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dissension  aod 
quarrels  may  be  avoided  and  prevented  on  one 
side  and  the  other :  "  That  it  may  appear  thereby 
that  the  ship  really  and  truly  belong^  to  thesnh- 
jects  of  one  of  tbe  parties." 

But  how  will  the  passport  "  prevent  and  avoid 
all  manner  of  dissensions  and  quarrels  on  one  nidc 
or  tbe  other,"  if  ordinances,  both  prior  and  snfase- 
qnent  to  the  treaty,  are  to  be  aoderstood  as  cw- 
trolling  it.  and  as  requiring  other  papers  not  eoa- 
templated  in  the  public  agreement  of  the  two 
nations?  How  is  it  to  appear  from  the  passport, 
''that  the  fhip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  sub- 
jects of  one  of  tbe  parties,"  if  it  is  denied  that 
the  passport  is  evidence  of  that  fact,  and  con- 
tended that  other  papers,  not  alluded  to  in  the 
treaty,  shall  be  adduced  to  prove  it  ? 

But  the  27tb  article  is  stilt  more  explicit.  U 
declares  that  when  a  merchant  ship  of  one  of  tbe 
parties  shall  be  visited  by  the  ships  of  war  or  m-  \ 
vateers  of  the  other,  "  the  commander  of  such  ship  \ 
or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  passport,  concerning  tbe 
property  of  the  ship,  made  out  according  to  tbe 
form  inserted  iu  the  present  treaty,  and  the  ship, 
when  she  shall  have  showed  such  passport,  shall 
be  free  and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  search  her  in 
any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chase,  or  force  her  to 
quit  her  intended  courseJ'  What  is  it  that  sball 
prove  the  property  of  the  vessel?  The  treaty 
answers,  the  passport.  But  the  decree  of  the  Di- 
rectory requires  in  addition  certain  other  papers, 
perfectly  distinct  from  the  passport.  The  treaty 
declares  that  "the  ship,  when. she  shall  have 
showed"  (not  the  r61e  d'fequipage,  or  any  other 
paper,  required  by  the  particular  ordinances  of 
eilher  nation,  bm)  "  such  passports,  shall  be  fr« 
and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as  it  sball 
not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  search  her  in  any  man- 
ner, or  to  give  her  chase,  or  force  her  to  quit  her 
intended  course."  Yet  the  vessels  of  America, 
after  exhibiting  "such  passport,"  are  not  "free 
and  at  liberty  to  punoe  their  voyage ;  they  an 
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"  molested^"  they  are  "  chased they  are  "  forced 
to  quit  their  ioteoded  course  they  are  captured 
and  confiscated  as  hostile  property. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  form  of  the  passport,  which 
is  aooexed  to  the  treaty,  manifests  that  certaia 
acts  were  to  be  performed  by  the  persoa  to  whom 
the  passport  is  delivered,  and  that  such  person 
otisbt  to  prove  the  performaoce  of  those  acts. 

Bat  the  treaty,  far  from  requiring  such  proof, 
absolutely  dinpeases  with  i'.  The  treaty  declares 
that  the  passport  shall  itself  evidence  the  property 
of  the  vessel,  and  secure  it  from  molestation  of 
any  sort.  By  consent  of  the  parties,  then,  the 
passport  is  evidence  of  all  that  either  party  can 
require  from  the  other.  Neither  the  rignt  to  give 
such  consent,  oor  the  obligatlun  of  a  compact 
formed  upon  it,  can,  as  is  conceived,  ever  be  de- 
nied, oor  can  the  form  of  the  passport,  whatever 
it  may  be,  change  the  compact. 

But  let  the  words  of  the  model  be  examined. 
They  are:  "A  lous  ceux  qui  ces  prfesenies  ver- 
loot:  soit  notoire  que  facul6  et  permission  a  £t6 

accordfie  &  raaitre  ou  commandant  du  na- 

vire  appelle   de  la  ville  de  de  la 

eapacitft  de  tonneaux  ou  environ,  se  trou- 

vant  {Vfisentement  dans  le  port  de  qu'apr& 

que  son  narire  a  fit6  visit6,  et  avant  son  depart  il 
prtora  terment  entre  les  mains  des  officiert  de  la 
marine,  que  le  dit  navire  appartient  A  on  ou  ^u- 
sieors  sujeis  de  —  dont  I'aete  sera  mis  a  la 
fin  des  prfisentes ;  de  ra£me  qu'il  gsrdera  les  or- 
doanances  et  riglemeos  maritimes,  et  remettra 
une  liste  sigofee  et  eoafirmfie  par  tfimoins,  conte- 
oant  les  noms  et  surnoms,  less  lieux  de  naissance, 
et  la  demeure  des  personnes  composant  I'fiquipage 
de  son  oavire,  et  ae  tons  ceux  qui  embarqueroot. 
lesquels  il  ne  recerra  pas  A  bord  sans  connois- 
saace  et  permission  des  officiers  de  marine;  et 
4aD3  chaque  port  ou  h&vre,  il  montrera  la  pr6- 
sente  permisssion  aux  officers  et  juf^es  de  marine." 

It  is  material  to  observe  that  the  model  requires 
the  oath  concerning  the  properly  of  the  vessel  to 
be  annexed  to  the  passport,  out  does  not  require 
any  other  certificate,  or  the  annexation  of  any 
papff  whatever.  Why  this  difierence?  It  is  a 
■otemu  proof  of  that  for  which  the  article  stipu- 
lates, and  therefore  the  model  expresses  that  ihe 
evidence  of  this  fact  shall  be  annexed,  but  it  does 
■tot  require  the  production  of  the  evidence  of  any 
other  fact. 

It  seems,  then,  to  be  demonstrated  that  the  sea- 
letter  or  passport,  a  model  of  which  is  annexed  to 
the  treaty,  is,  by  solemn  agreement,  to  be  received 
by  each  party  as  conclusive  testimony  that  the 
vessel  producing  such  passport  is  the  property  of 
t  citizen  of  the  other,  and  is  consequenity  to  con- 
tinue her  voyage  without  molestation  or  hin- 
drance. 

But  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  treaty  on  this 
wbject  was  less  conclusive,  and  that  its  stipula- 
tions had  been  ambiguously  expressed;  yet  it  is 
^tain  that  it  has  been  uniformly  understood  by 
jxith  parties,  as  the  undersigned  have  expounded 
it)  and  that  neither  France  nor  the  United  States, 
previous  to  the  decree  conplained  oi^  considered 
ihe  vesaeb  of  either  nation,  producing  the  pass- 


port agreed  on,  as  liable  to  capture  for  want  of  a 
rdle  d'Squipaee. 

For  more  man  four  years  after  her  treaty  with 
the  United  States  France  was  engaged  in  a  war 
with  Britain,  and  in  the  course  of  tnat  time  it  was 
never  suggested  that  a  rdle  d'iqutpage  was  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  an  American  vessel.  It 
does  not  weaken  the  argument  that  the  United 
States  were  also  parties  to  the  war.  The  princi- 
ple assumed  is,  that,  without  the  production  of  the 
papers  required  by  the  decree,  the  vessel  does  not 
appear  to  oe,  and  cannot  be  considered  as,  Amer- 
ican property.  If  this  principle  be  correct,  it 
would  not  cease  to  apply,  because  the  United 
States  were  engaged  in  the  war.  Was  America- 
even  engaged  in  the  war  on  the  part  of  France,  a 
British  vessel  carrying  American  colors  would 
not  be  secured  by  the  flag  she  bore.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  prove  by  her  papers,  or  other  admis- 
sible testimony,  that  the  vessel  was  American  pro- 
perty. Ifthififact  cannot  appear  without  a  rAle 
d'^quipage  while  the  United  States  are  at  peace, 
neither  could  it  appear  without  the  same  evidence 
if  the  United  States  were  parties  to  the  war. 

About  four  years  of  the  present  war  had  also 
elapsed  before  this  construction  of  the  treaty,  at 
the  same  time  so  wonderful  and  so  ruinous,  had 
disclosed  itself.  In  the  course  of  that  time  the 
ports  of  France  were  filled  with  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  Very  many  of  them  sailed  under 
contracts  made  for  the  Qovemmeot  itself  by  its 
Ministers  in  Philadelphia.  No  one  of  them  pos- 
sessed a  r6le  d'feqaipage;  no  one  of  them  was  con- 
sidered on  that  account  as  being  liable  to  condem- 
nation. Indeed,  io  some  instances,  vessels  hare 
been  captured  and  discharged  although  this  paper 
was  not  among  those  belonging  to  the  ship. 

Such  a  long  course  of  practice  appears  to  have 
evideuced,  unequivocally,  the  sense  of  France  on 
this  subject. 

It  is  too  apparent  to  be  questioned  for  a  moment, 
that,  on  the  f^rt  of  the  United  States,  no  suspicion 
had  ever  been  entertained  that  such  a  paper  could 
have  been  required.  A  r61e  d'iquipage  could  bare 
been  obtained  with  as  much  &cility  as  that  pass- 
port for  which  die  treaty  stipulates.  Could  it 
have  been  imagined  that  American  vessels  incur- 
red the  possible  hazard  of  being  retarded  only  one 
day  in  a  voyage  for  want  of  such  paper,  it  would, 
in  everv  instance,  have  been  supplied.  No  vessel 
would  nave  sailed  without  it. 

Your  own  mind,  Citizen  Minister,  will  suggest 
10  you,  with  irresistible  force,  the  extreme  hard- 
ship of  thus  putting  a  new  construction  on  a  long 
existing  contract,  or  of  giving  a  new  and  unex- 
pected extension  to  ancient  municipal  regulations, 
and  of  condemning  thereby  vessels  taken  on  the 
high  seas  for  want  of  a  paper  not  known  to  be  re- 
quired, when  they  sailed  out  of  port.  If  a  rdle 
d'£quipage  was  really  considered  by  France  as  ne- 
cessary evidence  of  any  fact,  the  estabUshment  of 
which  was  deemed  essential,  common  usage,  and 
those  pbin  principles  of  justice  which  all  nations 
should  respect,  indispensably  require  that  the  regu- 
lations should  first  be  made  known  to  a  neutral  and 
friendly  nation  by  other  means  than  by  the  capture 
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and confiscationofils property.  Iflhistneasurehad  ; 
been  announced  to  the  Government  of  the  United  ■ 
States  before  it  had  been  put  in  practice,  and  Amer- 
ican  Tessels  bad  sailed  without  a  r6!e  d'fequipage. ' 
they  would  have  taken  upon  themselvestbe  hazard 
of  such  a  procedure.   But  in  a  moment  when  the  ; 
oeeao  is  corered  with  peaceful  merchaDtmen,  pur-  ; 
ming  a  just  and  lawful  commerce,  to  bring  into  i 
sndden  operation  a  measure  which  had  never  be- 1 
fore  been  applied  to  them,  which  had  for  so  many  | 
years  slept  unheard  of,  and,  by  the  force  of  this  ' 
legnlation,  to  confiscate  unguarded  property  which  > 
had  been  trusted  to  the  seas,  under  the  faith  of 
solemn  and  existing  treaties,  and  without  a  con- 
jecture that  this,  more  than  any  other  formula. ! 
would  have  been  required,  is  to  impose  on  unof-  ' 
fending  individuals  a  ruin  from  which  no  wise 

Erecaations.  no  human  foresight,  could  possibly 
Bve  protected  ihem. 

On  this  subject,  then,  the  undersigned  am>eal 
with  confidence  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  | 
G^nch  Government.  | 

But  could  it  be  conceded  for  a  moment  that  the  | 
Executive  Directory  might  rightfully  modify  the  I 
treaty  of  France  with  the  United  States  by  that  of  | 
the  United  States  with  Britain,  and  might  right-  . 
fully  require  a  rOle  d'£quipage  in  order  to  estab- 
lish the  oeutralitv  of  a  vessel,  for  want  of  which 
the  vessel  might  Be  confiscated,  yet,  the  cargo  be- 
ing proved  to  be  neutral,  ought  to  be  safe. 

According  to  the  law  of  nations  the  goods  of  an 
enemy,  found  on  board  the  ship  of  a  friend,  are 
liable  to  capture;  and  the  goods  of  a  friend,  found 
on  board  the  ship  of  an  enemy,  are  safe.  The 
United  States  and  France  have  consented  to 
change  this  rule  as  between  themselves.  They 
have  asreed  that  the  {roods  of  an  enemy  found  on 
hoard  the  Tessels  of  either  {nrly  shall  he  safe,  and 
that  the  goods  of  either,  found  on  board  the  vessel 
of  an  raemy,  shall  be  liable  to  capture.  The  one 
part  of  this  rule  is  in  consequence  of  and  depend- 
ent on  the  other.  The  one  part  cannot,  on  any 
jHrinciple  of  justice,  be  abandoned  while  the  other 
IS  maintained. 

In  their  treaty  with  England  the  United  States 
retain  unchanged  the  principle  of  the  law  of  na^ 
tions.   If  France  modifies  her  treaty  in  this  respect 
by  that  of  England,  she  oiurht  to  take  the  priociple  j 
entire.    If,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  between  ' 
the  United  States  and  England,  France  claims  I 
the  right  of  taking  enemy's  property  found  on  j 
board  an  American  ship,  then,  in  conformity  with  , 
that  treaty,  also,  France  ought  to  spare  American  I 
property  found  on  board  an  enemy's  ship.  If,  there- 
fore, this  extraordinary  position  could  be  maintain- 
ed, tnat  an  American  ship  without  a  rOled'iquipage 
becomes  the  ship  of  an  enemy,  still  the  caigo,  Ming 
proved  to  be  the  property  of  a  friend,  oo^t,  on 
the  {MriQciple  of  modifying  the  treaty  betvreen  the 
two  nations  with  that  of^ England,  to  have  been 
restored  to  the  owners. 

The  result  of  these  regulations  has  been  the 
most  extensive  and  universal  devastation  of  the 
American  commerce.  Not  only  vessds  bound  to 
aftd  from  the  enemies  of  France,  but  vessels  bound 


to  and  from  her  allicR,  and  to  and  from  her  owd 
portrt.  have  been  seized  and  confiscated. 

The  inevitable  consequence  has  be«i,  that  di- 
rect commerce  between  the  two  nations  is  almost 
annihilated,  and  that  the  property  of  Amencan 
citizens  has  been  taken  to  a  much  larger  amoont 
than  would  have  been  possible  in  a  state  of  aetoil 
war. 

Yet  the  Government  of  the  United  State*  wish- 
ing, if  it  be  possible,  to  avoid  even  defensive  mea- 
sures, has  sought  assiduously  and  unremittingly, 
though  hitherto  without  success,  for  such  peace 
ful  and  amicable  explanations  as  might  do  away 
existing  animosities,  and  restore  between  the  two 
Republics  that  harmony  which  it  so  truly  desim. 

America  has  accustomed  herself  to  perceive 
in  France  only  the  ally  and  the  friend.  Consult- 
ing the  feelings  of  her  own  boiiom,  she  has  be 
lieved  that  between  Republics  an  elevated  and 
refined  friendship  could  exist,  and  that  free  nations 
were  capable  of  maintaining  for  each  other  a  real 
and  permanent  affection.  If  this  pleasing  theory, 
erected  with  so  much  care,  and  viewed  with  eo 
much  delight,  has  been  impaired  by  experience; 
yet  the  hope  continues  to  be  cherished  that  this 
circumstance  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  op- 
posite extreme.  It  is  believed  that  there  eiistsno 
sufficient  cause  for  solid  and  permanent  enmiiT 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  but  tbu. 
on  the  contrary,  the  interests  of  both  would  be 
promoted  by  that  friendly  intercourse  which  a  re- 
ciprocal observance  of  the  great  and  imtnutatde 
principles  of  justice  would  certainly  establish  and 
can  alone  preserve.  Under  this  impression  Amer- 
ica resists  the  opinion  that  the  present  state  of 
things  has  grown  out  of  a  digested  system  to 
which  France  designs  to  adhere.  She  wishes, 
and  she  endeavors  to  persuade  herself,  that  tempo- 
rary causes^  which  too  often  produce  effects  i 
sound  and  just  policy  must  reprobate,  connected 
with  a  misconstruction  of  the  conduct  ofherGov- 
ernment,  as  well  as  of  the  motives  on  which  it 
has  acted,  may  have  occasioned  those  very  serion 
aggressions  of  which  ^e  complains.  She  recedes, 
therefore,  even  under  the  pressure  of  these  a^res- 
sions,  slowly  and  with  difficulty  from  the  atttck- 
ments  she  has  formed.  So  intertwined  with  every 
ligament  of  her  heart  have  been  the  cords  of  aflee- 
tion  which  bound  her  to  France,  that  only  re- 
peated and  continued  acts  of  hostility  can  tear 
them  asunder. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  there- 
fore, still  searches  the  means  terminating 
peaceably,  and  in  a  manner  which  ought  to  be 
mutually  satisfactory,  the  calamities  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  of  averting  the  still  greater  calamities 
whicn  may  be  reserved  for  the  future.  Not  evei 
the  discouraging  and  unusual  events  which  m 
preceded  the  present  effort  to  n^otiate,  could  de- 
ter that  Oovemmeni  from  repeating  its  endeavwv 
for  the  preservation  of  amity  and  peace.  Three 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been  deputed 
as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  French  Republic  Their  instrue- 
tions  authorize  and  direct  them  to  review  the  ex- 
isting treaUes  between  the  two  nations,  tad  to 
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remove,  by  all  proper  meaDs,  the  ineqiialilies  which 
have  grown  out  of  the  stipulations  of  those  trea- 
ties, in  coDseqaence  of  the  refusal  of  England  to 
adopt  the  principles  they  coDla{D.  They  are  also 
directed  to  gire  fair  and  complete  explanations  of 
iheconduct  of  the  Government  they  represent;  to 
state  fully  aiid  truly  the  heavy  injuries  which 
their  feltow-citizens  have  sustained;  and  to  ask, 
from  the  equity  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  Re- 
poblicgthat  eompensation  for  those  rajDries  which, 
we  flatter  ouTselres,  their  iustice  will  not  refuse, 
and  their  liberal  policy  will  not  hesitate  to  give. 

Bringiog  with  them  the  temper  of  their  Gov- 
erameot  and  country,  searching  only  for  the  means 
of  effecting  the  objects  of  their  mission,  they  have 
penDitted  do  personal  comiderations  to  influence 
their  coodaet,  but  have  waited,  under  cireamsian- 
ces  beyond  measure  embarrassing  and  unpleasant, 
with  that  respect  which  the  American  Oovern- 
ment  has  so  uniformly  paid  to  that  of  France,  for 
permission  to  lay  before  you,  Citizen  Minister, 
these  important  communications  unth  which  they 
have  been  charged. 

Perceiving  no  probability  of  being  allowed  to 
enter,  in  the  usual  forms,  on  those  discussions 
which  misht  tend  to  restore  harmony  between  the 
two  Republics,  they  bare  deemed  it  most  advisa- 
ble, even  under  the  circumstances  of  informality 
which  attend  the  measure,  to  address  to  your  Gov- 
enunent,  through  you,  this  candid  review  of  the 
conduct,  and  this  true  representation  of  the  seoti- 
mems  and  wishes,  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  They  pray  that  it  may  be  received 
ill  the  temper  wiio  which  it  is  written,  and  con- 
sidtfred  as  an  additional  effort,  growing  out  of  a 
disposition  common  to  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple of  America,  to  cultivate  and  restore,  if  it  be 
possible,  harmony  between  the  two  Repablics. 
11^  Citizen  Minister,  there  remains  a  hope  that 
these  desirable  objects  can  be  effected  by  any 
means  which  the  United  States  have  authorized, 
die  undersigned  will  still  solicit,  and  will  still 
Kspectfally  auend,  the  development  of  those 
means. 

If|  on  the  contrary,  no  such  hope  remaifas,  they 
have  only  to  pray  that  their  return  to  their  own 
country  may  be  lacilitated;  and  they  will  leave 
France  with  the  most  deep-felt  regret  that  neither 
the  real  and  sincere  friendship,  which  the  Goveru- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  so  uniformly  and 
unequivocally  displayed  for  this  great  Republic, 
Bor  Its  continued  efforts  to  demonstrate  the  purity 
of  its  conduct  and  intentions,  can  protect  its  citi- 
zens, or  preserve  them  from  the  calamities  which 
they  have  sought,  by  a  just  and  npright  conduct, 
to  avert. 

The  undersigned  pray  you.  Citizen  Minister,  to 
accept  the  assurances  Of  their  perfect  respect  and 
conaderation. 

C.  C.  PINCKNEY, 
J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRT. 

Pakm,/(|m.87,  1798: 
In  the  22d  year  of  American  independence. 


Translated  extract  from  the  Bulletin  des  Lois,  No.  178, 
printed  at  Paris,  and  enclosed  with  the  qoadruplicate 
of  the  Bnvoja'  letter.  No.  6. 

Law  relative  to  vessels  laden  leiih  Englith  mer* 
cJumdise,  of  the  2ldth  Mvoee,  Qth  year,  (18th 
Jan.,  1796.) 

The  Council  of  Ancients,  adopting  the  reasons 
for  the  declaration  of  urgency,  which  precedes  the 
resolution  hereinafter  contained,  ^)proves  the  act 
of  urgency. 

Here  follows  the  tenor  of  the  declaration  of 
urgency,  and  of  the  resolution  of  the  32d  Niroae, 
(11th  January.  1798.) 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  after  having 
heard  the  report  of  a  special  committee  upon  the 
message  of  the  Executive  Directory,  of  the  15th 
Nivose,  (4th  January,)  relative  to  EogUsh  mer- 
chandise ; 

Considering  that  the  interest  of  the' Republic 
demands  the  most  prompt  measures  against  all 
vessels  which  may  be  leaded  therewith; 

Declares  that  there  is  urgency. 

The  Coimcil,  after  having  declared  the  urgency, 
resolves  as  follows : 

Art.  I.  The  character  of  vessels,  relative  to 
their  quality  of  neuter  or  enemy,  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  their  cargo;  in  consequence,  every  ves- 
sel found  at  sea,  loaded  in  whole  or  m  part  with 
merchandise  the  production  of  England  or  of  her 
possessions,  shall  be  declared  good  prize,  whoever 
the  owner  of  these  goods  or  merchandise  may  be. 

Art.  U.  Every  foreign  vessel  which,  in  the 
course  of  her  voyage,  shall  have  entered  into  an 
English  port,  shall  not  be  admitted  into  a  port  of 
the  French  Republic,  except  in  case  of  necessity; 
in  which  case  she  shall  be  bound  to  depart  from 
the  said  port  as  sotxi  as  the  causes  of  ner  entry 
^all  have  ceased. 

Art.  III.  The  present  resolution  shall  be  printed^, 
BOULAY,  (of  la  Meurthe.)  PreaitPt. 
GUILLEMARDET,  i 
ROEMERS,  {  &c«ten«. 

After  a  second  reading',  the  Council  of  Ancients 
APPROVES  the  above  resolution.  The  39th  of  Ni- 
vose, sixth  year  of  the  French  Republic,  (18th 
January,  1798.) 

MARRAGON,  Pretideat. 

ET.  LAVEAUX,-! 

KAUFFMANN,  I 

MENUAU,  \aeeretaHeB. 

MERIC,  J 

The  Executive  Directory  orders  that  the  abore 
law  shall  be  printed,  executed,  and  that  it  shall  be 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Republic. 

Done  at  the  National  Palace  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  the  29th  Nivose.  sixth  year  of  the 
French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  (18th  Jana- 
ary,  1798.) 

For  a  true  copy  : 

P.  BARRAS,  President. 

By  the  Executive  Directory : 

The  Sec'y  Gen.,  LAGARDE. 
And  sealed  with  the  seat  of  the  Raputdic. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  M»y  39,  1798.] 
Crentlemen  of  the  Senate : 

An  article  explanatory  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  has  been  sigoed 
by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Powers,  wnich 
I  now  submit  to  the  Senate  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  May  S9, 1798. ' 

Explanatory  Article. 

Whereas,  by  the  twenty-eighth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation^  be- 
tween. His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United 
States,  signed  at  London  on  the  19tb  November, 
1794,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  contracting  parties 
would,  from  time  to  time,  readily  treat  of  and  con- 
cerning such  farther  articles  as  might  be  proposed, 
that  they  would  sincerely  endeavor  so  to  form  such 
articles  as  that  they  might  conduce  to  mutual 
c6avenience.  and  tend  to  promote  mutual  satis- 
faction and  friendship  and  that  such  articles,  after 
baring  been  dulv  ratified,  should  be  added  to,  and 
make  a  part  of  tnat  treaty:  and  whereas  difficul- 
ties have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  execution  of 
so  much  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  said  treaty  as 
requires  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  under 
the  same  shoulf],  in  their  description,  particular- 
ize the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  source  of  the 
river  which  may  be  found  to  be  the  one  truly  in- 
tended in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  and  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  by  reason  whereof  it 
is  expedient  that  the  said  Commissioners  should 
be  released  from  the  obligation  of  conforming  to 
the  proTisions  of  thesaid  article  in  this  respect;  the 
onoersif^ned  being  respectively  named  by  His 
Britannic  Maiesty  and  tne  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, their  Plenipotentiaries,  for  the  purpose  of 
treating  of,  and  concluding  such  articles  as  may 
be  proper  to  be  added  to  the  said  treaty,  in  con- 
formity to  the  above-mentioned  stipulation,  and 
having  communicated  to  each  other  their  respect- 
ive full  powers,  have  agreed  and  concluded,  and 
do  hereby  declare,  in  the  name  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that 
the  Commisfioners  appointed  under  the  fifth  arti- 
cle of  the  said  treaty  sliatl  not  be  obliged  to  par- 
ticularize, in  their  description^  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  the  source  of  the  river  which  may  be 
found  to  be  the  one  truly  intended  in  the  afore- 
said Treaty  of  Peace,  UDoet  die  name  of  the  River 
St.  Croix,  but  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  describe 
the  said  river  in  such  other  manner  as  they 
may  judge  expedient,  which  description  shaft 
be  considered  as  a  complete  execution  of  the  duty 
required  of  the  said  Commissioners,  in  this  re- 
spect, by  the  article  aforesaid.  And,  to  the  end 
that  no  uncertainty  may  hereafter  exist  on  this 
subject,  it  is  further  agreed  that,  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  the  deciuon  of  the  said  Commissioners, 


measures  shall  be  concerted  between  the  GoTern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Governors  or  Lieutenant  GoTeroorsm 
America,  in  order  to  erect  ai:d  keep  in  repair  a 
suitable  monument,  at  the  place  ascertained  and 
described  to  be  the  source  of  the  said  river  St. 
Croix,  which  measures  shall,  immediately  there- 
upoD,  and  as  often  afterwards  as  may  be  requiute, 
be  duly  executed  on  both  sides,  with  ptmctuality 
and  good  faith. 

This  explanatory  article,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  ratified  by  His  Majesty,  and  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  their  Senate,  and  the  re- 
spective ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  ehaU 
be  added  to,  and  make  a  part  of,  the  Treaty  <^ 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  Hit 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  signed  at  Londoi 
on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1794,  and  shall  be 
permanently  binding  upon  His  Majesty  and  tbe 
United  States. 
In  witness  whereof,  we.  the  said  undersi^M 
Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Britannic  Majestf 
and  the  United  Slates  of  America,  have  sign- 
ed this  present  article,  and  have  caused  to  be 
affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  our  arms.  Dooe  at 
London,  this  fifteenth  day  of  March,  one  thoo- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

GRENVILLE,  [scu-j 
RUFUS  KING,  [beau] 

Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  King.* 

Dbp&btheut  of  State, 

January  2, 1796. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  for  ascertaining  the 
St.  Croix  boundary,  under  the  fifth  article  of  our 
Commercial  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  nut  a 
second  time,  in  August  last,  at  Boston,  wbea  the 
surveys  of  the  two  rivers  in  question  not  beiog 
com[>Ieted,  they  again  adjourned,  to  meei  at 
Providence,  in  the  Btate'of  Rhode  Island,  in  Jose 
next. 

Before  this  adjournment,  they  recommended  as 
application,  by  the  agents,  to  the  respective  Gor- 
ernmenfs,  to  obtain  an  alteration  in  the  fifth  article 
to  exempt  them  from  the  necessity  of  asceriaiB- 
ing  the  longitude  and  latitude  of  the  awrce  of  the 
river  which  they  shall  find  to  be  the  Sl  Croix,  in- 
tended in  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  The  applieatiw 
from  James  Sullivan,  Esq.^  the  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Stales,  is  in  the  following  words: 

"  By  the  recommendation  of  the  Commiseioih 
ers,  the  agents  apply  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments to  procure,  in  the  course  of  the  ensdng 
Winter,  an  additional  article  to  the  Treaty  of  Am- 
ity, Commerce,  dbc,  providing  that  the  Cimnnit- 
sioners  shall  not  be  obliged  to  ascertain  the  longi- 
tude and  latitude  of  the  source  of  the  river  which 
may  be  found  to  be  the  one  truly  intended  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace, under  the  name  of  the  St.  Crou, 
but  that  they  may  describe  the  local  situation 
of  that  source,  and  designate  it  in  some  otha 

*  Referred  to  in  Mr.  King's  letter  to  LokI  Gratnll*, 
page  8417. 
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mj  and  maBner,  as  shall  appear  to  them  most 

His  remarks,  and  the  observatioDs  of  the  Coni- 
missioaers  on  this  subject,  you  will  find  in  the  en- 
closed copy  of  his  letters  of  the  20th  August  last. 
Mr.  Webber  and  Mr.  Wright,  therein  mentioned 
to  have  been  appointed  "  to  ascertain  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  claimed 
by  the  respective  Ghsvemments,"  have  accom- 
plished that  service,  as  Mr.  Sullivan  advised  me 
on  the  sixth  of  last  month. 

On  cooRideiatioa  of  the  proposition  of  the  Com- 
missioners, the  President  has  concluded  to  author- 
ize you  to  negotiate  the  additional  article  sug- 
gestei,  and  your  powers  for  that  purpof>e,  are  here- 
with transmitted.  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  it 
done  immediately^  and  ratified  by  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  that,  on  its  arrival  here,  it  may  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  during  the  present  session,  and 
receive  its  final  sanction  from  the  President. 

This  adoption  of  the  ideas  of  the  Coramissiou- 
eis  is,  ior  the  greater  caution  to  prevent,  hereafter, 
Uie  possibility  of  a  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the 
''declaration"  of  the  Commissioners,  if  they  should 
omit  to  ascertain  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croiij  by  astronomical  observa- 
tioDs;  for  the  fifth  article  does  not  explicitly  re- 
quire this  mode  of  proceeding.  The  words  are 
these:  "The  said  Commissioners  shall,  by  a  de- 
claration under  their  bands  and  seals,  decide  what 
river  is  the  River  St.  Croix,  intended  by  the 
treaty.  The  said  declaration  shnll  contain  a  de- 
■criptioo  of  the  said  river,  and  shall  particularize 
tbelatitnde  and  longitude  of  its  month  and  its 
MKuee."  Now,  as  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  will  be  fixed  by  as- 
tronomical observations,  and  as  the  course  of  it 
thence  to  its  source,  will  be  ascertained  by  actu- 
alsurvey,  the  position  of  that  source,  as  to  its  lati- 
tude and  longitude,  would  seem  to  be  ascertained 
with  adequate  precision,  and  rendered  capable  of 
being  particularized  by  the  Commissioners.  If, 
besides,  they  give,  agreeably  to  the  article,  "  a  de- 
scription of  the  river"  to  its  source,  this  source  can, 
tt  any  future  time,  be  certainly  found,  as  the  point 
(torn  which  the  line  of  boundary  is  to  be  drawn, 
"doe  north  to  the  Highlands,"  according  to  the 
Treaty  of  Peace;  and  this  would  accomplish  the 
object  of  the  treaty.  Nevertheless,  if  the  British 
Oovernmeot  deem  the  proposed  additional  article 
to  be  necessary  or  expedient,  (and  it  may  be  so 
to  remove  all  scruples  from  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
nussioners.)  yon  will  negotiate  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERINO. 

Extnct  of  a  letter  iiom  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretary  of 
Bute. 

^EBBOART  7,  1798. 
"  Concerning  the  St.  Croix  boundary,  I  send 
yoQ  copies  of  tne  papers  that  have  passed  between 
Lord  Qrenville  and  me.  His  lordship  is  in  the 
conntry,  and  I  shall  not  again  hear  from  him  be- 
fore the  Bailing  of  the  pack^" 


Mr.  King  to  Lord  Grenville. 

Gbeat  Cdmbeeland  Place, 

FebruaTy  2, 1798. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  enclosed  to 
your  lordship  a  copy  of  my  full  powers  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  agree  to,  and  conclude,  an 
additional  article  to  our  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation,  which  shall  leave  the 
Commissioners  acting  under  the  fifth  article  thero- 
of  at  liberty  to  ascertain  and  describe  the  true 
river  St.  Croix,  without  particularizing  the  iati- 
tude  and  loogiiude  of  the  source  of  that  river.  I 
also  lake  the  liberty  of  sending  enclosed  a  copy 
of  B  letter  written  by  order  of  the  Commissioaers 
to  Colonel  Pickering  upon  this  subject. 

It  is  desirable,  if  an  additional  article  shall 
be  concluded,  that  it  should  be  done  in  season  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in 
their  present  session.  I  shall  be  ready  to  confer 
with  your  lordship  upon  this  subject  at  any  tima 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  name. 

With  perfect  consideration  and  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  obedient 
and  very  hnmble  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Grehtille,  &c. 


Mr.  GrenviQe  to  Mr.  King. 

DowMiNo  Street, 

February  5, 1796. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  article  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  two 
countries,  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
late  treaty,  have  recommended  to  be  added  to  that 
treaty.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  having  already 
received  a  communication  to  ihti  same  effect 
through  Lieutenant  Governor  Carleton,  I  had 
been  honored  with  the  King's  commands  for  wri- 
ting to  His  Majesty's  Minii>ter  in  the  United  States 
on  the  subject ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
you  a  copy  of  the  despatch  which  I  wrote  to  him 
on  the  9ih  of  last  month. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  both  for  the  reason  there 
stated  of  the  greater  facility  of  local  information 
to  be  proGureu  in  America,  and  also  in  order  to 
avoid  the  embarrassment  which  might  result  from 
any  difiierence  of  detail  in  the  agreement  which 
might  be  concluded  on  this  subject,  here  and  in 
America,  if  the  negotiation  were  to  be  carried  on 
at  the  same  lime  in  both  countries,  it  will  be  better 
to  wait  for  the  answer  from  Mr.  Liston,  before  we 
proceed  to  any  conclusion.  But  if  you  see  any 
reason  for  wishing  a  difierent  course  to  be  pursued, 
I  shall  very  willingly  accede  to  it, and  in  that  case 
should  request  to  know  your  ideas  on  the  particu- 
lars mentioned  in  my  despatch  to  that  gentleman, 
the  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moat  obedient 
humUe  servant, 

GRBNVILLE. 

RuFus  Kino,  Saq.,  dbc< 
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Lord  Gnnville  to  Mr.  Liston. 

Downing  Street,  Jan.  9, 1798. 
Sir:  I  send  you  enclosed  copies  of  a  despatch 
to      Duke  of  Portlaod  from  LieuteDant  Qto\- 
crnor  Carleloo.  and  of  two  letters  from  Mr.  Chip- 
man  therdn  referred  to. 

With  regard  to  the  article  which  the  last-men* 
tioDed  gentl«nan  and  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  recommend  to  he  added  to  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce^  and  Navigation,  as  explana- 
tory of  th«  fifth  article,  it  does  not  appear  a^visa- 
Me  to  coDclnde  it  exactly  on  the  principles  which 
the  agents  hare  saggested. 

Those  gentlemen,  and  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves, do  not  seem  to  have  fully  adverted  to  the 
extreme  importance  of  ascertainiog,  with  the  al- 
most accuracy,  the  precise  point  which  is  to  be 
called  the  source  oi  that  river,  which  shall  be 
determined  to  be  the  river  St.  Croix  intended 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace;  with  a  view  to  obviate 
the  difficulties  and  disputes  which  might  hereaf- 
ter arise  from  the  common  case  of  many  forks 
and  branches,  nearly  of  equal  nuignitude,  which 
are  usually  found  near  the  source  or  head  of  con- 
siderable rivers ;  and  this  is  more  particularly  de- 
serving attention,  because,  by  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  northeastern  boundary 
of  the  United  States  is  described  as  commencing 
from  the  northwestom  angle  <^  Nova  Scotia,  viz : 
that  "angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due 
north  from  the  source  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the 
Highlands,']  dbc.  Any  doubt  or  uncertainty,  as 
to  the  precise  spot  of  that  particular  spring  or 
river-head,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  the  real 
source  of  the  river,  would  affect  this  important 
boundary  not  less  essentially  than  the  eastern  one, 
which  alone  appears  to  have  been  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  agents,  at  the  period  of  their  making 
the  recommendation  in  question. 

Those  gentlemen,  and  the  Commissioners^  be- 
ing on  the  spot,  are  unquestionably  best  able  to 
decide  on  the  decree  of  accuracy  which  it  is  prac- 
ticable to  attain,  m  a  matter  of 'this  nature :  but 
its  great  importance  cannot  be  too  strongly  stated. 
The  difficulties  alleged  by  them,  as  to  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
source  by  astronomical  observation,  are  of  consid- 
eraUe  weight,  particularly  as  any  inaccuracy  in 
the  astronomical  observations  Tsuch  as  ar^  per- 
h^s,  to  be  expected,  when  maoe  in  a  comitry  so 
difficult  of  access,  and  where  there  are  no  ascer- 
tained points  to  refer  to)  would  create,  inst^  of 
removing  uncertainty  and  disputes. 

It  seems,  therefore,  right,  that  the  Commission- 
as  should  be  released  from  the  oblt);ation  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  terms  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  possibilitv  of  future  doubt  and  dis- 
pute can  be  as  efiectuaUy  guarded  against  by  any 
other  mode  of  proceeding  as  by  that  which  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  article. 

The  course  of  proceediof  which  apppears  the 
Iraat  liable  to  objection,  and  the  most  conforma- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  would  be.  that  the 
latinifc  of  the  mouth  of  the  rivm,  which  form 
the  Bubjeet  of  the  present  eoniroveisy,  showld  be 


ascertained  with  the  utmost  practicable  accuracy, 
and  by  actual  observation;  that  the  surveys  of 
the  rivers  should  be  prosecuted,  bv  the  persons 
employed  in  them,  until  they  snail  have  asceh 
tained  the  respective  sources  of  the  various  sjM-inp 
and  small  branches  in  which  the  priacipel  Inneh 
of  each  river  terminates;  and-  that  these  surveyi  I 
shall  be  laid  down  on  maps  to  be  delivered  to  the  ; 
Commissioners ;  that  the  map  of  the  river  det» 
mined  to  be  Uie  real  St.  Crox  should  be  anneied 
to  the  declaration  of  the  Cmnmissioners,  and  thit 
such  declaration  shall  specify  the  longimde  sad 
latitude  of  the  mouth,  and  shul  describe  which  of  | 
the  spriog-beatU,  marked  on  the  map,  is  to  be 
considered  as  the  source  of  the  true  river  St.  Ckhx, 
and  that  such  declaration  shall  becoosidered  as  coo* 
elusive,  and  shall  release  the  Commisstoneis  fna 
the  necessity  of  particularizing  the  longitude  aad 
latitude  of  the  source  of  the  river.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  any  dispute  hereafter,  the  twoQw- 
ernments  should  further  agree  to  proceed,  with- 
out delay,  to  erect,  at  their  joint  expense,  sod  it 
the  place  designated  as  the  source  of  the  tnx 
river  St.  Croix,  a  durable  monument ;  which,  frota 
the  facility  of  finding  the  rough  materials  for 
such  a  building  in  those  r^ions,  it  is  presumed, 
could  be  easily  executed ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent 
its  being  defaced  or  destroyed,  proper  surveyon 
should  be  appointed,  by  the  two  Qovemmeoto,  Ift 
visit  it,  together,  once  m  the  cotuse  of  every  tmce 
years,  and  should  direct  the  necessary  imirs  to 
be  made  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  two  Goven- 
ments.  «  I 
It  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  jrou  shorn  \ 
submit  these  suggestions  to  the  American  Miais- 
ters,  and  to  Lieutenant  Qovernor  Carletos,  to 
whom  a  copy  of  this  despatch  will  be  forwaived 
by  the  first  opportunity ;  and  if  no  objectioDS  to 
them  are  offered,  you  will  consider  yourself  au- 
thorized to  conclude,  in  virtue  of  your  general  fail 
powers,  an  additional  article  on  these  priaeiplei 
which  shall  emtHVce  the  two  objects  of  eioneiai- 
ing  theCommissionersfrom  theneeessity  of  astriet 
compliance  with  the  letter  of  the  utid^  ind^ 
providing  a  permanent  and  definite  bonndanr  be- 
tween Hu  Majesty's  possesMons  an4  those  of  lh« 
United  States.  The  mode  of  expressing  this  tra- 
de, and  Uie  regnlalion  of  any  details  not  incon- 
sisteat  with  the  general  objects  herein-before  sttted 
to  you.  are  left  to  yourself,  and  to  the  Anuti- 
can  Ministers;  but  it  will  certainly  be  desiraUe 
that  nothing  shall  finally  be  concluded  until  after 
you  shall  have  consulted  Lieutenant  Govenor 
Carleton,  and  the  Commissioners  and  agents  ap- 
pointed under  the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation;  who,  beiag 
most  convenant  with  the  subject,  are  the  best 
qualified  to  point  out  the  most  certain  modes  of 
prealnding  any  Airther  ""^^^^^^^gj^'yli^^ 

ROBBBT  LI0TON,  VsQ' 

Mr.  Khlg  to  Lord  OnnvBle. 

Grbat  Cdmmblamo  Pi^cfi,  FVh  ^ 
MtLobd:  IhaTchadthehonortorecaifcysv 
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lordship's  letter  of  tbis  date,  concerning  the  St. 
Croix  Doundary;  and,  for  tbe  reosouj  that  have 
occurred  to  vour  lordsbrp,  it  also  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  more  advaatageous  that  the  addi- 
tional article  should  be  formed  and  concluded  tn 
America  than  here.  The  onljr  motive  of  any  im- 
portance io  &Tor  of  the  ncgotiatioa  of  the  article 
tt  the  saring  of  time. 

the  eacloaed  copy  of  a  letter  that  I  have 
neeived  from  Colonel  Pickering,*  your  lordship 
will  obserre,  that  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  mouths  of  the  two  rivers  have  already  been 
ascertained,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  the 
soTTeys  will  also  be  completed  before  the  meet- 
of  the  Commissioners  in  June,  when  ther 
might  be  able  to  finish  their  business,  if  they  shall 
have  been  freed  from  the  necessity  of  ascertaining, 
experimeo  tally,  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  t^ 
source  of  the  true  St.  Croix. 

If  the  article,  for  this  purpose,  is  concluded  and 
latified  here,  and  sent  to  Philadelphia,  it  may  be 
latified  and  exchanged  there  before  June;  the 
other  course  will  require  more  time,  and  wiU  not, 
I  apprehend,  allow  the  Commissioners  to  finish 
the  business  at  their  next  meeting. 

With  perfect  consideration,  I  nave  the  honor 
10  be,  your  lordship's  obedioit  and  rer?  htmiUe 
•ervaot,  RUFUS  KINQ. 

Rl  Hon.  Lord  Qhbntille. 

Mr.  Kins  to  Pickering. 

London,  March  15, 1798. 

Dbah  Sir:  As  the  wind  is  unfavorable  for  the 
saiUneof  the  American  ships  from  Spithead,  I 
take  me  chance  of  overtaking  them,  by  sending, 
under  cover,  to  our  Consular  Ageot  at  Portsmouth 
this  letter,  with  the  original  explanatorv  article 
that  I  have  concluded  with  Lord  Orenville.  We 
executed  four  copies;  two  of  them,  with  their 
original  ratifications,  will  be  sent  by  Lord  Qren- 
vilk  to  Mr.  Liston,  with  an  instraction  to  ex- 
ehuige  them  with  you,  when  the  President  shall 
have  ratified  the  same  on  our  part  I  will  send 
you  a  copy  of  Lord  GrenvUlirs  powers  by  the 
next  opportunity,  there  not  being  time  to  copy 
them  in  season  for  this. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the 
honcff  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful 
servant,  RUFUS  KINO. 

SscBETAKy  OP  State,  &c.. 


FRANCE. 


[CoBunanicated  to  Congress,  Jane  6,  1798.] 
OtaUHnen  of  the  8mate,aitd 

Oattkmm  of  the  I^nue  of  B^>reimtative» 
I  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  the  commuai- 
eations  frmn  our  Envoys  at  Paris,  received  since 
tiie  last,  iriiicfa  have  been  presented  by  me  to 
Congress.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Uritbd  Btatbs,  Ame  5, 1798. 

*  8aa  pa|«  841S. 


Pabib,  Jltarch  9, 1798. 
Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  what  we  represented 
to  you  in  our  No.  6.  we  prepared  a  letter  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
law,  authorizing  the  capture  of  neutral  vessels, 
on  board  of  which  any  productions  of  Great  Brit- 
ain or  its  possessions  snould  be  laden,  showing 
bow  incompatible  such  law  was  wi(h  the  righu 
of  neutral  nations  and  the  treaty  between  Fianoe 
and  America,  its  direct  tendency  to  destroy  the 
remaining  eomowrce  of  our  country,  and  the  par- 
ticular hardships  to  which  it  woiUd  subject  the 
agricultoral  as  well  as  commercial  interests  of  our 
countrymen,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
United  States.  We  added,  that,  under  existing 
circumiftances,  we  could  no  loager  resist  the  con- 
viction that  the  demands  of  France  rendered  it 
entirely  tmpracdeable  to  effect  the  objects  of  our 
mission ;  and  that,  not  being  permanent  Minis- 
ters, but  Envoys  Extraordinary,  with  full  power 
for  particular  purposes,  we  deemed  it  improper  to 
remain  loager  in  France,  after  the  imposeibiliiy  of 
effecting  those  purposes  had  been  demonstrated. 
Before,  however,  we  took  this  measure,  and  ex- 
plicitly demanded  our  passports,  we  deemed  it 
expedient  to  desire  Major  Ruttedge  to  call  on 
Mr.  Talleyrand,  on  ths  19th  ultimo,  to  know  if  he 
had  any  communication  to  make  to  us  in  conse- 
quence of  our  letter  dated  the  17th,  and  delivered 
the  31st  of  January.  To  this  Mr.  Talleyrand  re- 
plied, that  he  had  no  answer  to  make,  as  the  Di- 
rectory had  not  taken  any  order  on  the  subject, 
and  when  they  did,  be  would  iafcwm  us  oC  it. 
Still  being  anxious  'to  hear  explicitly  from  Mr. 
Talleyrand  himself,  before  we  sent  our  final  letter, 
whether  there  were  no  means  within  our  powers 
of  accommodating  our  differences  with  France 
on  just  and  reasonable  grounds,  we  wrote  to  him 
on  the  27thofFehruary,8olicitinga  personal  inter- 
view on  the  subject  of  our  mission :  he  appointed 
the  2d  of  March  following.  You  wilt  find  in  the 
exhibit  A,  herewith  enclosed,  what  passed  on  that 
occasion.  On  the  4th  insunt,  we  re({uested  ano- 
ther  interview.  We  have  detailed,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  same  exhibit,  for  jova  informadon,  the 
substance  of  that  conversation.  From  these  ac- 
counts, yon  may  observe  that  the  views  of  France 
with  regard  to  us,  are  not  essentially  changed 
since  our  communications  with  its  unofficial 
agents  in  October  last 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  vonr  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 

J.  MARSHALL, 

E.  GERRY. 

Colonel  Pickering, 

Secraary  of  the  VnUed  Statet. 


A. 

March  2. 

At  three  o'clock  ve  waited  on  Mr.  Talleyrand, 
and  were  almost  immediately  introdneed  to  him. 
General  Pinckney  commeaeed  the  eonvenation, 
by  saying  that  our  Gtovemment  and  oufsdves 
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were  extremely  anxious  lo  remove  the  subsisting 
differeaee  betweeo  the  two  Republics;  that  we 
had  received  maay  propositioas  through  Mr.  Y. 
to  which  we  had  founid  it  impracticable  lo  accede ; 
and  that  we  bad  now  waitra  od  bim  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ioquiring  whether  other  means  might  not 
be  devised  which  woold  effect  m  desirable  an  ob- 
ject. The  Minister  replied,  that,  without  doubt, 
the  Directory  wished  very  sincerely,  on  our  arri- 
val, to  see  a  solid  friendship  established  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  and  had  manifest- 
ed this  disposition  by  the  readiness  with  which 
orders  for  our  passports  were  given that  the  Di- 
rectory had  been  extremely  wouoded  by  the  last 
speech  of  Qeaeral  Washington,  made  to  Congress 
when  about  to  quit  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  the  first  and  last  speech  of 
Mr.  Adams;  that  explanations  of  these  speeches 
were  expected  and  required  of  us.  Qenerai  Pinck- 
ney  otpressed  his  surprise  that  the  speech  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  was  complained  of;  and  said, 
this  was  a  new  com^int.  Mr.  Tatleyraod  merely 
observed  that  the  Directory  was  wounded  at  it, 
and  proceeded.  He  said  that  the  original  fevora- 
ble  di!>posiiioo  of  the  Directory  had  been  a  good 
deal  altered  by  the  coldness  and  distance  which 
we  had  observed ;  that,  jnstead  of  seeing  him 
often,  and  endeavoring  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  a 
mutual  approach,  we  had  not  once  waited  on  bim. 
Qeoeral  Pmckney  observed  that,  when  we  ddiv- 
ered  him  our  letters  of  credence,  he  informed  us 
that  the  Directory,  in  a  few  days,  would  decide 
concerning  us ;  and  that  when  the  decision  was 
made  he  would  communicate  it  to  us;  that  this 
had,  for  some  time,  suspended  any  procedure  on 
our  part.  He  answered,  that  this  related  only  to 
our  public  character,  and  not  to  private  visits. 
General  Pinckney  said  that,  on  an  application 
made  by  hu  secretary  for  a  passport  for  an  Ame- 
rican under  his  care,  be  was  told  that  he  must 
awly  to  the  ofllce  of  police,  for  that  America 
had  no  Minister  in  France  since  the  recall  of  Mr. 
Monroe.  The  Minister  said,  that  was  very  true, 
and  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  the  Directory  felt 
itself  wounded  by  the  different  speeches  ol  Mr. 
Washington  and  Mr.  Adams,  which  he  bad  suted, 
and  would  require  some  proof,  on  the  part  the 
United  States,  of  a  friendly  dis}K>sition,  previous 
to  a  treaty  with  us.  He  then  said  that  we  ought 
to  search  for,  and  propose  some  means  which 
might  furnish  this  proot;  that  if  we  were  disposed 
to  furnish  it  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  finding 
it ;  and  he  alluded  very  intelligibly  to  a  loan.  He 
said  he  had  had  several  conferences  with  Mr.  Oerry 
on  this  subject,  who  had  always  answered  that  we 
had  no  [wwer.  Mr.  Gerry  said  (hat  he  had  stated 
other  objections ;  that  he  had  particularly  urged 
that  it  would  involve  us  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  He  made  no  reply :  and  General  Pinck- 
ney observed,  that  a  loan  had  repeatedly  been 
suggested  lo  us,  but  that  we  had  uniformly  an- 
swered that  it  exceeded  our  powers.  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand replied,  that  persons  at  such  a  distance  as 
we  were  from  otir  Oovernment,  and  possessed,  as 
we  were,  of  the  public  confidence,  must  often  use 
their  discretion,  and  exceed  their  powers  for  the 


public  good  I  that  there  was  a  material  differencf 
between  acting  when  instructions  were  siteQt,8iHl 
doing  what  was  particularly  forbidden ;  that  iC 
indeed,  a  loan  was  positively  forbidden,  we  might 
consider  ourselves  as  incapaUe  of  making  ooe: 
but  if,  as  be  supposed  was  the  case,  (he  looked 
the  question.)  our  instructions  were  only  sileai, 
that  it  must  be  referred  to  us  to  act  in  a  caw  not 
provided  for,  according  lo  the  best  of  our  jn^- 
ment,  for  tbe  public  good ;  that,  in  almost  all  lb 
treaUes  made  during  the  Revolution,  the  n^d- 
aiors  had  exceeded  ibeir  powers,  although  the 
Government  appointing  them  was  at  no  consider' 
able  distance.  He  parlicularized  the  treaty  vrith 
Prussia,  and  several  others.  General  Pinckitej 
told  tiim  that  our  powers  did  not  extend  to  a  losa 
and,  perha^,  might  forbid  it.  The  Minister  still 
urgei  the  dinerence  between  an  express  probifai- 
tioD  and  mere  silence.  He  then  proceeded  to  state 
that  the  principal  objection  on  the  part  of  oni 
Government  toa  loan  must  b^tbat  it  woulddn¥ 
us  out  of  tbe  neutral  atuation  in  which  we  wished 
to  continue ;  that  there  were  Tarious  meant  of 
evading  this :  first,  tbe  secrecy  of  France,  which 
might  Iw  relied  on  ;  and,  secondly,  means  of  dit- 
guising  tbe  loan  might  be  deris^,  which  wonU 
effectually  prevent  its  being  considered  as  an  aid 
during  the  present  war;  that,  if  weweretnilj 
and  sincerely  desirous  of  efiectitig  the  tbiag, 
we  should  experience  no  difficulty  in  finding  w 
means.  He  aga'in  stated  a  proposition  of  this  sort, 
on  our  part,  as  being  absolutely  necessary  to  proft 
that  the  Oovernment  was  not  about  entering  into 
a  treaty  with  persons  of  a  temper  hostile  to  it 
Mr.  Gerry,  not  well  hearing  Mr.  Talleyrand,  who 
spoke  lonr,  asked  him  to  explain  himself  with  re- 
spect to  the  proposition  which  be  had  alluded  to, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  new  one;  and  he  answered, 
that  one  of  them  was  secrecy ;  but  that  there 
were,  besides,  various  ways  which  might  easily  be 
suggested  to  cover  the  loan,  as  an  immediate  we^ 
by  limiting  the  time  of  advancing  it  to  distant  in- 
stalments. Mr.  (3erry  observed  that  Dutrinxad 
had  suggested  that  a  loan  was  proposed  to  be 
made,  payable  after  tbe  war,  and  in  supplies  to 
St.  Domingo.  Mr.  Talleyrand  signified  that  that 
might  be  one  of  tbe  means  used,  and  said  thai,  if 
we  were  only  sincere  in  our  wish,  it  would  be 
easy  to  bring  about  the  end.  General  Marshall 
told  Mr.  Talleyrand  that,  if  tbe  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  had  manifested  any  unwiUingaess 
to  lake  all  proper  measures  to  reconcile  the  two 
Republics,  or  any  indifference  on  the  subject,  thef 
had  very  badly  represented  the  feelings  and  wiih* 
es  of  their  Government;  that  the  Govemmeot of 
the  United  States  was  most  sincerely  desirous  <m 

E reserving  tbe  friendship  of  France,  and  had,i& 
is  opinion,  unequivocally  manifested  that  deMre, 
by  having  deputed  us  under  the  extraordinary  ei^ 
cumsiances  attending  our  mission,  and  by  havinf 
so  long  patiently  borne  the  inunense  loss  of  pro|h 
erty  miich  had  been  sustained ;  that  we  hid  en- 
deavored, according  to  the  best  of  ourjudgment,  to 
represent,  truly,  this  disposition  of  our  Qorernmeat : 
but  that  we  understood  that  France  would  coasidet 
nothing  as  an  evidence  of  friendship  but  an  act 
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which  would  transcendaod  violate  our  powers,  and 
at  the  same  time  operate  the  most  serious  injury 
to  oar  conntry ;  that  neutrality,  in  the  present 
war,  was  of  the  last  importance  to  the  United 
Stales,  and  they  had  resolved  faithfully  to  main- 
tain it;  that  they  had  committed  no  act  Totun- 
tarily  which  was  a  breach  of  it,  and  could  do  no- 
thing in  secret,  which,  if  known,  would  justly 
arrange  them  among  the  belligerent  Powers;  that, 
ia  the  present  state  of  things,  if  America  was  ac- 
tually leagued  with  France  in  the  war,  she  should 
Doty  be  required  to  furnish  money  ;  that  we  bad 
neither  ships-of-war  nor  men  to  be  employed  in  it, 
tod  coald,  consequently,  as  a  belligerent  Power, 
only  be  asked  tor  money;  tliat,  therefore,  to  furnish 
money  was,  in  fact,  to  make  war,  which  we  could 
by  no  means  consent  to  du,  and  which  would  ab- 
solutely transcend  our  powers,  being  an  act  alto- 
gether without  the  view  and  contemplation  of  oar 
Goverameat  when  our  mission  was  decided  on; 
that,  with  respect  so  supplies  to  Si.  Domingo,  no 
doubt  could  oe  eatertamed  that  our  merchants 
would  furnish  them  very  abundantly,  if  France 
would  permit  the  commerce ;  and  a  loan,  really 
payable  after  the  close  of  the  war,  might  (ben  be 
negotiated.  Mr.  Talleyrand  again  marked  the 
distinction  between  silence  of  instructions  and  an 
express  prohibition,  and  again  insisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  proving,  b^  some  means  which  we 
must  offer,  our  friendship  for  the  Republic.  He 
Slid  he  must  exact  from  us,  on  the  part  of  his  Got- 
emmeot,  some  proposition  of  this  sort;  that,  to 
prove  our  friendship,  there  must  be  some  immedi- 
ate aid,  or  somethmg  which  might  avail  them; 
that  the  principles  or  reciprocity  would  require  it. 
General  Piackaey  and  General  Marshall  under- 
stood him,  by  this  expression,  to  allude  to  the  loan 
formerly  made  by  France  to  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Gerry,  at  the  time,  thought  he  alluded  to  the 
treaty  to  be  made,  and  said  all  treaties  should  be 
founded  in  reciprocity,  and  then  asked  him  whe- 
ther a  loan  was  the  ultimatum  of  this  Government. 
Hr.  Talleyrand  did  not  give  a  direct  answer  to  the 
question:  he  said,  as  he  was  understood,  that  the 
GoveromeDt  insisted  on  some  act  which  would 
demonstrate  our  friendly  disposition  towards,  and 
our  good  wishes  for,  the  Republic ;  this  once 
done,  he  said  tde  adjustment  or  complaints  would 
be  easy:  that  would  be  uuitter  of  inquiry;  and  if 
France  had  done  us  wrong,  it  would  be  repaired : 
hat  that  if  this  was  refused,  it  M'ould  increase  the 
distance  and  coldness  between  the  two  Republics. 
The  conversation  continued  ia  this  style  until  four 
o'clock,  when  we  took  our  leave,  and  agreed  to 
meet  in  the  evening. 

In  the  course  of  it,  and  in  reply  to  some  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Talleyrand  respecting  the  proofs  of 
friendship  required  hy  France,  General  Pinckney 
observed  that  our  being  here  was  a  mark  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  our  Government,  and  that 
while  we  were  here  the  Government  had  passed  a 
decree  for  seizing  neufral  vessels  having;  on  board 
any  articles  commg  out  of  England ;  which,  in  its 
i^wration,  would  suoject  tocapture  all  our  property 
OD  the  ocean.  Mr.  TalleTrand  replied  that  this 
vta  not  particular  to  os^  bat  was  common  to  all 


the  neutral  Powers.  At  another  time,  in  answer 
to  his  demand  of  some  mark  «f  our  friendship^ 
Greoeral  Marshall  observed  that  we  considered  the 
mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations  as  requiring 
peace  and  friendship,  and  we  relied  on  ondmg 
sufficienr  motives  in  the  interest  of  France  to  pre- 
serve that  friendship,  without  forci%  us  to  an  act 
which  transcended  our  powers,  and  would  be  so 
injurious  to  our  country.  As  we  were  taking  our 
leave,  Mr.  Talleyrand  again  noticed  our  not  vis- 
iting him,  and  said  that  he  conceived  our  not 
having  had  an  audience  from  the  Directory  ought 
not  to  hAve  prevented  it.  General  Marshall  told 
him  that  our  seeing  the  Directory  or  not,  was  an 
object  of  DO  sort  of  concern  to  us ;  that  we  were 
perfectly  indifferent  with  regard  to  it;  bat  that  we 
conceived  that  until  our  public  character  was  in 
some  degree  recognised,  and  we  were  treated  as 
the  Ministers  and  Kepreseniatiresof  our  Govern- 
ment, we  could  not  take  upon  ourselves  to  act  as 
Ministers,  because,  by  doing  so,  we  might  subject 
ourselves  to  some  injurious  circumstance  to  which 
we  could  not  submit.  He  said  that  was  very  true, 
but  that  we  might  see  him  as  private  individuals, 
and  discuss  the  objects  of  difference  between  us. 

We  requested  ot  Mr.  Talleyrand  another  inter- 
view.at  such  hour  as  might  be  convenient  to  him, 
on  the  6ih  instant.  He  answered  that  be  would 
receive  us  at  half-past  eleven:  at  which  hour  we 
attended  him. 

Immediately  after  our  arrival  at  his  office  we 
were  introduced  to  the  Minister,  and  General 
Pinckney  stated  that  we  had  considered,  with  the 
most  serious  attention,  the  conversation  we  had  bad 
the  honor  of  holding  with  him  a  few  days  past; 
that  the  propositions  be  had  suggested  appeared 
to  us  to  be  substantially  the  same  with  those  which 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  X.  by  Mr.  Y.  and  also  to 
Mr.  Gerry,  with  an  intention  that  they  should  be 
communicated  to  his  colleagues;  that  we  consid- 
ered it  as  a  proposition  that  the  United  States 
should  furnibh  aid  to  France,  to  be  used  during  the 
present  war ;  that,  though  it  was  unusual  to  dis- 
close insiructions,  yet  we  would  declare  to  him 
that,  in  addition  to  its  being  a  measure  amounting 
to  a  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain^  we 
were  expressly  forbidden  by  our  instractions  to 
take  such  a  step. 

The  Minister  said^  in  the  tone  ot  a  miestion,  he 
supposed  our  instructions  were  to  do  notoing  which 
would  amount  to  a  departure  from  our  neutrality. 

General  Pinckney  said  that  we  were  so  instruct- 
ed, and  tlwt  they  were  still  more  particular.  Mr. 
Talleyfand  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  it  would 
be  no  departure  from  neutrality  to  stipulate  a  loan 
payable  after  the  war,  and  spoke  of  it  clearly 
as  admitting  of  application  to  immediate  use. 
He  said  a  good  deal  of  the  secrecy  with  which 
the  transaction  might  be  clothed,  and  observed, 
further,  that  a  loan  payable  after  the  war  would 
be  a  proof  of  our  faithful  observance  of  the  du- 
ties of  neutrality,  since  it  would  be  considered  as 
proving  that  we  had  rejected  propositions  for  an 
immediate  loan.  General  Marshall  replied,  that 
we  thought  differently;  that,  in  our  opinion,  any 
act  on  tne  part  of  the  American  Qpremmcmt, 
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on  which  one  of  the  belilgereat  Powers  could  ' 
raise  money^  for  inimediate  use,  would  be  fur- 
nishing aid  to  that  Power,  and  would  be  taking 
part  in  the  war.   It  would  b^  in  fact,  to  take  the 
only  part  which  in  the  eiisitDg  state  of  things, ' 
America  coaM  take.  This  was  our  deliberate ; 
o|Nnioa  and,tfn  addition  to  it,  we  ccmsidered  our  ' 
instractions  as  eonclasive  on  tnu  point. 

He  observed  that  we  bad  claims  on  the  French 
Govemmeot  for  property  taken  from  American 
citizens.  Some  of  those  claims  were  probably 
jost.  He  fsked,  if  they  were  acknowtedged  by 
France,  whether  we  could  not  give  a  credit  as  for 
the  paymeot — say  for  two  years?  We  auswered 
that  we  could.  He  then  insisted  that  it  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing ;  that  by  such  an  act  we 
should  consent  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  France 
funds  to  which  our  citizens  were  entitled,  and 
which  might  be  used  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
General  Pinckney  said  there  was  a  difference  be- 
tween thecaies;  that  such  prizeft  were  nOwactaally 
in  the  power  of  the  Frencn,  withoat  our  consent ; 
we  eoiild  not  prevent  it  or  set  them  out ;  but  the 
granting  or  not  grandng  a  uNtn  was  in  our  own 
power.  Herepeatedbisobserv8tion,andClen.Mar- 
shall  said  that  the  property  (at  which  money  was 
due  to  American  citizeasfrom  the  French  Govern- 
ment, was  taken  into  the  possession  of  that  Gov- 
ernment without  any  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  No  act  of  any  sort  was  per- 
formed by  our  Qovemment  which,  in  any  degree, 
contributed  to  place  those  funds  ^n  the  hands  of 
France,  nor  was  there  any  consent  towards  it ;  but 
in  the  case  proposed,  the  act  would  be  the  act  of 
the  Government;  the  Government  would  itself 
place  funds  in  the  hands  of  France,  and  thereby 
funtish  means  which  misht  be  employed  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  was  the  distiDCtioa 
between  the  case*,  and,  in  a  qaestion  of  oeutrality, 
it  appeared  to  us  to  be  aU-important.  The  Min- 
iiter  then  proceeded  to  state  the  case  of  our  assum- 
ing the  debt  of  our  citizens,  and  of  paying  the 
money  in  that  manner;  but  General  Pinckney 
and  Mr.  Gerry  told  him  we  were  positively  for- 
bidden to  assume  the  debt  to  our  own  citizens, 
even  if  we  were  to  pav  the  money  directly  to  them. 
He  seemed  surprised  at  this.  General  Pinckney 
observed  that,  contrary  to  usage,  we  had  deemed 
it  proper,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  to  state 
candidly  our  powers  to  him,  that  he  might  know 
certainly  that  we  could  not  secretly,  or  under  any 
disguise  whatever,  make  a  loan  which  might  be 
used  during  the  war.  Mr.  Talleyrand  said  he  must 
resume  his  position  that  there  was  a  difference, 
which  he  must  insist  upon,  between  a  loan  pay- 
able immediately  and  a  loan  payable  in  future ; 
and  he  still  insisted  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween a  loan  payable  in  future  and  a  credit  for  the 
money  which  might  be  doe  to  our  citizens.  Mr. 
Gerrv  observed  that  his  colleagues  had  justly 
statea  the  distinction  between  the  debt  which  wiU 
be  due  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
Fiance,  in  case  of  her  rec^nising  the  claims 
which  we  shall  make  in  their  behalf,  and  a  debt 
which  might  arise  from  a  loan  by  the  Government 
oi  the  United  States  to  that  of  France  during  the 


war.   The  one  is  the  result  of  ao  arrest  of  their 

Eroperty  without  their  consent;  the  other  would 
e  a  voluntary  act  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  breach  of  their  neutrality. 
There  is  an  additional  objection  to  the  laner ;  if 
me  United  States  should  make  such  a  loan,  it 
would  give  too  much  reascm  to  snniose  that  their 
Government  had  consented,  in  a  coOnsive  manner, 
to  the  capture  of  the  vessels  of  their  citizens,  and 
had  thus  been  fumishiog  France  with  supplies 
to  carry  on  the  war.  Our  instructions  are  ex- 
press not  to  stipulate  for  any  aids  to  Fraoce,  either 
directly  or  indirectly^  during  the  war.  With  re- 
spect to  a  secret  stipulation,  a  loan  cannot  be 
made  without  an  act  of  the  Le^slature ;  but  if  the 
Executive  were  adequate  to  it,  we  have  had  an 
instance  of  an  injunction  of  secrecy  on  members 
of  the  Senate,  on  ao  important  subject,  which  one 
of  the  members  thought  himself  warranted  in  pub- 
lishing in  the  newspapers,  and  of  frequeot  instan- 
ces of  iiecrets  which  nave  otherwise  escaped ;  secre- 
cy, in  this  instance,  might  tboefore  be  considered, 
if  the  measure  was  in  itself  admissible,  as  being 
impracticable.  General  Marshall  obGerved  that 
we  bad  considered  thesulqect  with  great  soUcitnde, 
and  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  could  noL 
under  any  form,  make  a  loan  which  could  be  used 
during  the  war ;  that  we  could  not  tell  what  our 
Government  would  do  if  on  the  spot,  but  were  per- 
fectly clear  that,  without  additional  orders  w« 
could  not  do  what  France  requested.  Mr.  Gerry 
observed  that  the  Government  and  Nation  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  ourselves,  were  ear- 
nestly solicitous  to  restore  friendship  between  the 
two  Republics;  that,  as  General  Marshall  bad 
stated,  we  could  not  say  what  our  Grovemment 
would  do  if  on  the  spot;  butif  this  proposition  met 
the  wishes  of  the  Government  of  France,  General 
Marshall  and  himself  had  agreed  immediately  to 
embark  for  the  United  States,  and  lay  before  oar 
Government  the  existing  of  things  here,  as 
it  respected  our  nation,  to  enable  them  to  deter- 
mine whether  any,  and  what,  other  measures  oo 
their  part  were  necessary.  M.  Talleyrand  nude 
no  ob«ervation  on  this  proposition,  but  inquired 
whether  we  expected  soon  to  receive  orders.  Mr. 
Gerry  mentioned  an  answer  he  had  received  to  a 
letter  sent  by  him  in  November;  and  GenemI 
Marshall  stated  that  our  first  despatches  were  sent 
on  board  two  vessels  at  Amsterdam,  on  the  28tli 
of  November,  from  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  could 
form  as  just  an  idea  an  we  could  when  an  answer 
might  be  expected;  but  he  did  not  think  it  proba- 
ble one  would  arrive  before  a  month  to  come. 
General  Marshall  told  bim  we  knew  that  our  Got- 
ernment  had  not  received  our  despatches  on  the 
8th  of  January,  and  we  could  not  tell  when  tber 
might  be  received.  He  asked  whethN  oar  intel- 
ligenee  came  through  England  %  General  Mar> 
s^U  answered  that  it  did  not;  and  Gteneral  Pinek- 
ney  said  that  American  papers  as  late  as  tbe  8th 
of  January  mentioned  the  fact 

There  was  some  conversation  about  the  time 
when  these  instructions  might  be  expected,  and 
General  Marshall  su^ested  a  doubt  whether  our 
Government  might  give  any  instruetiona  He 
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asked,  with  Mme  surprise,  whether  we  had  not 
written  for  instructions  ?  and  we  answered  that 
we  bad  not;  and  Mr  Gerry  said  that  we  had  slated 
fiiets  to  our  GoTerament,  and  conceived  that  no- 
thiog  more  was  necessary.  General  Pinckney 
obserred  that  the  QoTerament.  kaowing  the  facts, 
would  do  what  was  proper,  and  that  oar  applying 
or  not  applying  for  instructioos  would  not  alter  our 
coaduet.  Mr.  Talleyrand  then  inquired  whether 
we  had  not  sent  any  one  to  the  United  States.  Gen. 
Pinckneysaid  no;and  Mr.  Gerry  added  that,  soon 
after  our  arrival  we  had  made  propositions  to  send 
one  ofoor  n  umber,  which  were  not  accepted.  And 
General  Marshall  further  added,  that  those  who 
bad  commuoicated  with  us  had  told  us  we  should 
be  ordered  out  of  France  immediately;  and  we 
bad  supposed  that  we  should  be  ordered  out  before 
oarlettera  could  Kach  the  Goremment.  Mr.  Gerry 
then  observed  that  the  GoTerament  of  France 
must  judge  for  itself;  but  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  a  treaty  on  liberal  principles,  such  as  those  on 
whidi  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  two 
nations  was  first  established,  would  be  infiniiely 
more  adrantageous  to  France  than  the  trifling  ad- 
vantages she  could  derive  from  a  loan.  Such  a 
treaty  would  produce  a  friendship  and  attachment 
OD  the  part  of  the  United  States  lo  France,  which 
would  be  solid  and  permanent,  and  produce  benefits 
far  superior  to  those  of  a  loan,  if  we  had  power  to 
make  it.  To  this  observation  Mr.  Talleyrand 
made  do  reply.  We  parted  without  any  sentiment 
delivered  by  the  Minister  on  the  subject  of  our 
going  home  to  consult  our  Government. 

As  we  were  taking  our  leave  of  Mr.  Talleyrand, 
we  told  him  that  two  of  us  would  return  immedi- 
ately, to  receive  the  instructions  of  our  Govern- 
mentf  if  thai  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Directory ; 
if  it  was  not,  we  would  wait  some  time,  in  the 
eqieetation  of  receiving  instructions. 


FRANCE. 

[Communicated  to  Coogresi,  Jnne  16,  1798.] 
Gmtkmen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houte  of  Reprtaentativea  .• 
I  now  transmit  to  Congress  the  despatch.  No.  8, 
from  our  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  French 
Republic,  which  was  received  at  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  on  Thursday,  the  14th  day  of  this 
month. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Unitbd  Statbb,  June  18, 1798. 

No.  8. 

pARia,  April  3, 1798. 
Dub  Sib:  We  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of 
the  letter  written  to  ue  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  dated  the  38ih  Ventose,  (18th  March,)  and 
poiporiing  to  be  an  answer  to  oiur  memorial  of  the 
17th  of  January. 

We  also  send  you  in  this  enclosure  a  copy  of 
our  reply,  which  has  been  presented  this  morning. 
As  soon  as  we  certainly  know  what  steps  the 
5lb  CoH.— 109 
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French  GoTernment  mean  to  pursue  io  conse- 
quence of  ibis  reply,  you  shall  be  informed  of  them. 
We  remain,  &c.  C.  C.  PINCKNEV, 

J.  MARSHALL, 
E.  GERRY. 
Col.  PioKBBtnG,  SecrHary  U.  8. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  French  Re- 
public to  MeBsrs.  Charles  Coteswoith  Pinekney,  J. 
MarBhall,  and  £ .  Gerry. 

The  undersigned,  Mioieter  of  Foreign  Relations 
of  the  French  Republic,  has  laid  before  the  Exec- 
utive Directory  the  memorial  which  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Envoys  Extraordinary  of  tbe  United 
States  of  America  have  transmitted  to  him,  under 
date  of  the  38th  Nivose  last,  (17th  January,  179^ 
and  it  is  in  execution  of  tbe  intentioas  of  the  Th- 
rectory.  which  desires  to  convince  the  United 
States  of  the  true  dispositions  which  animate  it 
with  respect  to  them,  that  the  undersigned  com- 
municates to  the  Commissioners  and  Envoys  Ex- 
traordinary the  following  observations: 

Tbe  first  thing  which  must  excite  attention,  ia 
the  memorial  of  the  Commissioners  and  Envoya 
Extraordinary,  is  the  method  which  they  hare 
thought  proper  to  pursue  in  the  exposition  and  in 
tbe  discussion  of  the  points  which  are  m  dispute 
between  the  two  States.  The  Executive  Direc- 
tory, animated  with  dispositions  the  most  concilia- 
tory, and  penetrated  with  the  interests  which 
should  draw  the  two  nations  together,  as  well  as 
eager  to  concur  in  the  well  known  wish  of  the  two 
people  to  maintain  a  perfect  ioiimacy.  had  reason 
to  expect  that  the  Envoys  would  have  brought,  in 
the  name  oftheir  GoTerament, dispositions  entirely 
similar,  and  a  temper  previously  prepared  by  the 
same  views  and  the  same  desires.  What  most 
be,  after  this,  the  surfwise  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, when  the  undersigned  rendered  it  an  accfrtint 
of  a  memorial  in  which  the  Commissioners  and 
Envoys-Extraordinary,  reversing  the  known  order 
of  facts,  have  aimed  to  pass  over,  as  it  were  iti 
silence,  the  just  motives  of  complaint  of  the  French 
Government,  and  to  disguise  the  true  cause  of  tbe 
misunderstanding  which  isprolooffed  between  the 
two  Republics!  So  that  it  woufd  appear,  from 
that  exposition,  as  partial  as  unfaithful,  that  the 
French  Republic  has  no  real  grievance  to  substan- 
tiate, no  legitimate  reparation  to  demand,  whilst 
the  United  States  should  alone  have  a  right  to 
complain — should  alone  be  entitled  lo  etaim  satla- 
faction. 

The  designs  which  hare  induced  a  preference 
of  this  course  to  every  other  have  not  escaped  the 
Executive  Directory  -,  and  it  is  as  well  from  a  just 
sentiment  of  the  dignity  of  the  Republic,  whose 
interests  are  confided  to  it,  as  to  provide  eventually 
against  the  views  which  maybe  contemplated  by 
such  conduct,  that  it  has  charged  the  undersigned 
to  dispel  these  empty  appearances,  which,  indeed, 
cannot  exist  when  facts  shall  be  re-established, 
and  the  true  intentions  of  the  Directory  shall  be 
solemnly  made  to  appear,  in  opposition  to  those 
which  can  be  attributed  to  it  only  gratnitoudf, 
1  and  by  taking  advantage  of  its  silence. 
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An  iacontestable  truth,  and  one  which  has  been 
entirely  passed  over  in  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
miiisioDers  and  Envoys  Extraordinary,  is,  that  the 
priority  of  grievances  and  complaints  belonged  to 
the  French  Republic;  that  these  complaints  and 
these  grievances  were  as  real  as  numerous,  long 
before  the  United  States  had  the  least  grounded 
claim  to  make,  and,  consequently,  before  all  the 
iacts,  on  which  the  Envoys  rest  with  so  many  de- 
tails, had  existed. 

Another  truth,  not  less  incontestable,  is,  that  all 
the  grievances  which  the  Commissioners  and  En- 
Toys  Extraordinary  exhibit,  with  the  exceptions 
which  the  undersigned  was  ready  to  discuss,  area 
necessary  consequence  of  the  measures  which  the 
prior  conduct  of^the  United  States  had  justified  on 
the  |nrt  of  the  French  Republic,  and  which  its 
treaties  with  the  said  United  States  authorized  in 
oertain  cases,  which  it  depended  upon  the  Geoe- 
.ral  Government  of  the  Union  to  create  or  not  to 
create. 

It  wotild  be  foreign  to  the  purpose  to  enter  into 
an  enumeration  of  the  complaints  which  the 
French  Government  had  room  to  make  against 
(he  Federal  Government,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  excited  against  the  French  Re- 
public by  a  Power  jealous  of  its  prosperity  and  its 
regeneration.  These  details  are  contained  in  the 
numerous  official  communications,  made  at  Phil- 
adelphia by  the  Ministers  of  the  Republic,  and 
have  been  recapitulated  by  the  predecessor  of  the 
undersigned  in  a  note  addressed,  under  date  of  the 
19tb  Ventose,  in  the  4ih  year,  (9th  March,  1796,) 
to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  and  very  particularly  detailed  in 
the  (^cial  note  of  Citizen  Adet,  dated  ai  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  25th  Brumaire,  in  the  5th  year, 
(loth  November,  1796.)  Complaint  was  made  in 
the  above  note  of  the  inexecution  of  the  treaties 
concluded  in  1778,  in  the  only  clauses  in  which 
France  bad  stipulated  some  advantages,  in  return 
for  the  efforts  which  she  engaged  to  make  for  the 
common  benefit,  and  against  the  insults  offered  to 
the  disnity  of  the  French  Republic. 

In  fact,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
the  American  tribunals  have  claimed  the  right  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  prizes,  carried 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  by  French 
cruisers.  It  has  resulted  from  this  pretension,  con- 
trary to  the  letter  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of 
1778,  that  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  Repub- 
lic has  been  unjustly  detained,  and  that  French 
cruising  has  been  totally  discouraged  in  the  Amer- 
ican seas,  against  an  enemy  who  revived  the  most 
barbarous  laws  of  that  mode  of  warfare,  to  de- 
stroy and  iuKult  the  American  commerce,  even 
tmder  the  eyes  of  the  Federal  Government. 

That  Government  did  not  confine  itself  to  favor 
the  enemies  of  the  French  Republic  in  a  point  so 
essential,  a  point  on  which,  in  truth,  some  abuses 
might  arise,  but  which  the  French  Government 
>  nwnifested  itself  disposed  to  prevent ;  it  even  went 
lo  far  as  to  permit  enemy's  vessels,  contrary  to  the 
literal  meaning  of  the  above  treaty,  to  put  into  the 
poru  of  the  United  States,  after  having  captured 
the  property  or  ships  belonging  to  French  citizens. 


Soon  afterward  a  national  corvette,  at  anchor  m 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,*  was  seized  by  order  of 
the  Government,  and  this  arrest  was  afterward 
extended  even  to  her  commander.  The  American 
tribunals,  in  like  manner,  arrested  the  person  of 
the  ex-Governor  of  Guadaloupe,  for  acts  of  bis 
administration ;  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory  should  threaten  to  make  refwi- 
sals,  lo  put  this  affair  in  the  course  prescribed  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

During  the  whole  space  of  time  which  has  been 
just  reviewed,  the  French  Gh}veroment  made 
fruitless  efforts  to  induce  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  procure,  for  the  agents  of  (be 
Republic,  the  legal  means  of  carrying;  iato  ^eet 
the  clauses  of  the  Consular  Convention  of  1768, 
which  granted  to  our  navigatitm  and  conunarae 
privUeges,  whose  principle  was  consecrated  by  the 
treaties  of  1778  ^  and  nothing  could  ever  be  ofc- 
tained,  in  this  re.<ipect,  but  fruitless  refereoeea  to 
the  tribunals.  In  general,  all  matters  which,  with 
inien  tions  sincerely  conciliatory,  should  have  been 
terminated  by  means  of  negotiation,  were  habits- 
ally  referred  to  the  Judicial  authorities  ^  and  these, 
whether  they  were  or  were  not  subject  to  a  secret 
influence,  in  the  end  either  deprived  the  Republic 
of  righu  founded  upon  treaties,  or  modifiea  their 
exercise  as  suited  the  system  of  the  Government. 

Such  was  the  true  state  of  things  in  the  month 
of  August,  1795,  the  period  when  the  ratification 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Com- 
merce, signed  at  London  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber preceding,  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  filled  the  measure  of  thegrlevuees 
of  the  Republic 

What  had,  until  then,  been  the  condnei  of 
French  Government  toward  the  United  States? 
The  undersigned,  in  order  to  contrast  it  with  thnt 
of  the  said  States,  wilt  content  himself  with  re- 
calling facts,  which  cannot,  however,  have  been 
forxotten. 

Occupied  with  the  most  pressing  cares  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Republic  did  not  direct  her  attention  to 
the  United  States ;  but  in  order  constantly  to  give 
them  new  proofs  of  the  most  sincere  friendship 
and  interest,  she  left  it  to  her  agents  amien- 
bly  to  discuss  with  the  Federal  Government  the 
controversies  which  hove  jnst  been  sketched,  and 
which,  had  they  been  handled  on  both  sides  in  the 
true  spirit  of  conciliation,  coold  not  have  altered 
their  good  understanding  to  the  prevent  degree. 
The  Republic  was  hardly  constituted,  whra  a 
MlniMer  was  sent  to  Philadelphia,  whose  first  act 
was  to  declare  to  the  United  States  that  they 
would  not  be  pressed  to  execute  the  defensive 
clauses  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance,  although  the 
circumstances,  in  the  least  equivocal  manner,  ex- 
hibited the  cams faderis.  Far  from  appreciating 
this  conduct,  the  American  Government  received 
it  as  the  acknowledgment  of  a  right ;  and  it  is  in 
this  spirit,  also,  that  the  Commissioners  and  En- 
voys Extraordinary  have  met  this  question  in  the 
beginning  of  (heir  memorial.  The  Minister  of  the 
Republic  at  Philadelphia,  havinggivenuneaaineM 


*  Saiwue  of  the  Caauos,  in  Aagnst.  1706. 
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to  the  Amerieao  OoTerntneDt,  was  readily  recall- 
ed, eveo  witb  circamstaDcesoi  extreme  rigor.  His 
Mooessor  carried  to  the  United  States  every  desi- 
lable  reparation,  as  well  as  declarations  the  most 
friendly;  and  sincere. 

Nothing  equals  the  spirit  of  coneiltation,  or 
nther  crfcondeiweiision,  in  which  bis  instnictioas 
vere  drawn,  relatiTely  to  all  the  points  which 
caused  any  uneasioess  in  the  Federal  Gorerament. 
The  Citizen  Adet  again  enforced,  in  the  name  of 
the  National  Convention,  those  expressions  of 
vosd  will;  and  that  assembly  itsdf  recei red,  witb 
the  effusion  of  an  unbonnded  confidence  and  se- 
curity, the  new  Minister,  whom  the  President  of 
the  United  States  sent  to  it,  with  the  apparent  in- 
tention of  sincerely  corresponding  with  the  dispo- 
sitions which  the  Repablic  had  not  ceased  to  pro- 
fess. 

What  might  appear  incredible  is,  that  the  Re- 
pafalie,  and  her  aUiance,  were  sacrifiecd  at  the  mo- 
meot  when  ahe  thus  redoubled  her  r^rds  for  her 
itty;  and  that  the  correepcnuting  demonstrations 
of  the  Federal  Qoremment  had  no  other  object 
bat  to  keep  her,  as  well  as  her  Qoremment,  m  a 
false  security.  And  yet  it  is  now  known  that,  at 
this  very  period,  Mr.  Jay,  who  had  been  sent  to 
Leadon  solely,  as  it  was  then  said,  to  n^;otiate 
arraigements  relative  to  the  depredations  com- 
mitted upon  the  American  commerce  by  the  cruis- 
ers of  Great  Britain,  signed  a  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Navigation,  and  Commerce,  the  negotiating  and 
signing  of  which  had  been  kept  a  profound  secret 
at  Pans  and  at  Philadelphia.  This  treaty  was 
avowed  to  oar  Minister  Plenipotentiary  only  at 
the  ja:tt  eziremity ;  and  it  Was  commuoicated  to 
him  only  for  form's  sake,  and  after  it  bad  received 
the  ratiSeation  of  the  Senate.  When  the  agents 
of  the  Republic  complained  of  this  mysterious 
andaet,  they  were  answeted  by  an  appeal  to  the 
iadependence  of  the  United  States,  solemnly  sanc- 
tioned in  the  treaties  of  1778— a  strange  manner 
o(  eeote«ling  a  grievance,  the  reality  of  wUeh 
was  demonstrated  by  the  dissimulation  to  which 
noonrse  was  bad — an  insidious  subterfuge,  which 
•obsiitates  for  the  true  point  of  the  question  a 
geoeral  principle,  which  the  Republic  cannot  be 
•opposed  to  dispute,  and  which  destroys  by  the 
aid  of  a  soj^iam,  that  intimate  confidence  which 
aught  to  exist  between  two  allies,  and  which, 
above  all,  ought  to  exist  between  the  French  Re- 
poUic  and  the  United  States. 

If  it  be  difficult  to  find  in  this  conduct  what 
OQght  to  be  expected  from  a  friend,  what  must  be 
thought  of  the  treaty  itself,  and  of  its  provisions  ? 
This  treaty  is  now  known  to  all  Europe ;  and  the 
■matt  majority  by  which  itpassed  the  two  Houses, 
«i  well  as  the  multttode  of  imposing  wishes  which 
were  expressed  by  the  nation  against  such  an  act, 
bear  honorable  testimony  io  favor  o^  the  opinion 
wbieh  tlie  French  €k)vernment  has  adoptM  con- 
eeniing  it.  The  undersigned  will  not  repeat,  with 
respect  to  this  treaty,  what  his  predecessor  has 
mn  of  it  in  his  note  of  the  19ih  Ventose,  before 
otted,  and  in  that  of  the  19tb  Messidor  following, 
nor  what  the  Miaister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Re- 
public at  Philadelphia  has  set  forth,  at  great 


length,  in  his  official  note  of  the  25ih  Brumaire. 
He  will  content  himself  with  observing,  summa- 
rily, that,  in  this  treaty,  everything  having  been 
calculated  to  torn  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  French  Repab- 
lic, and  to  the  advantage  of  England;  that  the 
Federal  Government  having  in  this  act  made  to 
Great  Britain  concessions,  the  most  unheard  of; 
the  most  incompatible  with  the  interests  of  the 
United-  States;  the  most  deromtory  to  the  alli- 
ance which  subsisted  between  the  said  States  and 
the  French  Republic;  the  latter  was  perfectly 
free,  in  order  to  avoid  the  inconvenienees  of  the 
Treaty  of  London,  to  avail  itself  of  the  preserva- 
tive meaiks  with  which  the  law  of  nature,  the  law 
of  nations,  and  prior  treaties,  furnished  it. 

Such  are  the  reasons  which  hav^  produced  the 
decrees  of  the  Directory,  of  which  the  United 
States  complain,  as  welUas  the  conduct  of  its 
agents  to  the  West  Indies.  AU  these  measures 
are  founded  oo  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of  1778, 
which  requires  tiiat,  io  matters  of  navigation  ana 
commerce,  Franee  should  alwajrs  be,  with  respeet 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
favored  nation.  The  Executive  Directory  can- 
not be  arraigned,  if,  from  the  execution  of  this 
eventual  clause,  some  inconveniences  bare  result 
ed  to  the  American  flag.  As  to  the  abuses  whidi 
may  have  sprung  from  that  principle,  the  under^ 
signed  again  repeats  that  he  was  ready  to  discuss 
them  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 

From  this  faithful  exposition  of  facts,  which 
have  progressively  led  to  the  present  misunder' 
standing  between  the  two  States,  it  results,  as  the 
undersigned  has  said  in  the  beginning  of  ibis  an- 
swer, that  the  priority  of  grievances  belongs  to 
the  French  Republic ;  and  that  such  of  its  meas- 
ures as  may  have  occasioned  the  complaints  of  the 
United  States,  ere,  witb  some  exceptions,  the  nat- 
ural consequence  of  a  state  of  things,  which  it  de- 
pended opon  them  to  create  or  not  to  create. 

If  the  aadersigned  should  terminate  the  exist- 
ence of  the  grievances  of  the  RepuUic  with  the 
Treaty  of  London,  be  would  imperfectly  fulfil  his 
task;  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  his  views  further. 
From  the  moment  that  the  treaty  in  question  was 
put  into  execution,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  seemed  to  think  itself  freed  from  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  any  inpasures  witb  the  Republic: 
DOtwithstanding  the  reiterated  assurance  which 
bad  been  given  to  its  Ministers,  that  the  treaty 
would  in  00  respect  change  the  pre-existing  state 
of  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  notice  was 
given  in  the  coarse  of  the  year  1796  to  the  FreDch 
cruisers,  that  they  could  no  longer,  as  had  been 
nntit  then  practised,  be  nermitted  to  seU  their 
prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  This  de- 
cision was  rendered  by  the  Federal  Court  of  Jtis- 
tice,  and  founded  upon  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  newspapers,  known  to  be  under  the  indirect 
control  of  the  Cabinet,  have,  since  the  treaty,  re- 
doubled the  invectives  and  calumnies  against  the 
]  Republic  and  aninst  her  principles,  her  magis- 
I  trates,  and  her  Envoys.    Pamphlets,  opeoiy  pard 
I  for  1^  the  Minister  oi  Great  Britain,  have  repro* 
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daced,  in  erery  Amn,  those  insults  and  calumnies 
without  a  state  of  things  so  scandalous  baring 
ever  attracted  the  atiention  of  the  QoTernment, 
which  might  hare  repressed  it.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Qorernment  itself  was  intent  upon  eacourag- 
ing  this  scandal  in  Its  public  acts.  The  Ezecu- 
tire  Directory  has  seen  itself  denounced  in  a 
Speech  delivered  by  the  President  in  the  course  of 
the  month  of  May  last  (O.  S.)  as  endeavoring  to 
propagate  anarchy  and  division  within  the  United 
States.  The  new  allies  which  the  Republic  has 
acquired,  and  who  are  the  same  that  contributed 
to  the  independence  of  the  Americans,  have  been 
equally  insulted  in  the  official  correspondences 
which  have  been  maJe  public,  or  in  the  newspa- 
pers. In  fine,  one  cannot  help  discovering,  tn  the 
tone  of  the  Speech  and  of  the  publications  which 
hare  been  just  pointed  out,  a  latent  enmity  which 
only  waits  an  opportuuity  to  break  out. 

Facts  being  thus  established.  It  is  disagreeable 
to  be  obliged  to  think  that  the  instructions,  under 
which  the  Commissiooers  hare  acted,  have  not 
been  drawn  up  with  the  sincere  intention  of  ob- 
taining |iaciflc  results ;  because,  far  from  pro- 
ceeding ia  their  memorial  upon  some  avowed 
principles  and  acknowledged  facts,  they  hare  io- 
rerted  and  confounded  botn,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to 
impute  to  the  Republic  all  the  misfortunes  of  a 
rapture,  which  they  seem  willing  to  produce  by 
such  a  course  of  proceeding.  It  is  evident  that 
the  desire  plainly  declared  of  supporting,  at  hazard, 
the  Treaty  of  London,  which  is  the  principal 
gnevance  of  the  Republic,  of  adhering  to  the 
spirit  in  which  this  treaty  was  formed  aodexecut* 
ed,  and  of  not  granting  to  the  Republic  any  of  the 
means  of  reparation  which  she  has  proposed 
through  the  medium  of  the  undersigned,  have 
dictated  those  instructions.  It  is  equally  evident 
that  no  hesitation  is  made  in  sacrificing  to  these 
strange  seotimeats  those  which  the  treaties  of 
1778.  and  the  recollection  of  the  circumstances  in 
the  midst  of  which  they  were  concluded,  ought  to 
inspire. 

The  remote  consequences  of  such  conduct  have 
not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Directory.  It  is 
desired,  while  nothing  is  omitted  to  prolong  the 
misunderstanding,  and  even  to  augment  it,  to 
throw  upon  the  Repubhc  all  the  odium,  in  the 
riew  of  America  and  of  Europe.  It  is  sought  to 
jtutify,  by  delusive  appearances,  the  prejudices 
with  which  the  name  of  the  Republic  is  surround- 
ed at  pleasure,  and  the  system  or  exasperation  and 
alienation  which  is  pursued  in  relation  to  it,  with 
tha  most  strange  obstinacy.  It  is  finally  wished 
to  seize  the  first  farorable  occasion  to  consum- 
mate an  intimate  union  with  a  Power,  towards 
which  a  devotion  and  partiality  is  professed,  which 
has  looff  been  the  principle  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Federal  GrOTernment. 

The  intentions  which  the  undersigned  here  at- 
tributes to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
are  so  little  disguised,  that  nothing  seems  to  have 
been  n^lecled  at  Philadelphia  to  manifest  them 
to  every  eye.  It  is,  probably,  with  this  view,  that 
It  was  thought  proper  to  send  to  the  French  Re- 
public persons  whose  opinions  and  connexions  are 


too  well  known  to  hope  from  than  di^ositiiHM 
sincerely  conciliatory.  It  is  painful  for  the  under* 
signed  to  be  obliged  to  make  a  contrast  between 
Uiis  conduct  and  that  which  was  pursued  towards 
the  Cabinet  of  Si.  James's,  under  similar  citcum- 
stances.  An  eagerness  was  then  fdt  to  send  to 
London  Ministers  well  known  for  sentiments  eor^ 
responding  with  the  object  of  their  mission.  The 
Republic,  it  seems,  might  have  expected  a  like 
delerence ;  and  if  the  same  popriety  has  not  bees 
o^erved  with  respect  to  it,  it  is  exceedin^y  mi>- 
able  that  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  rtews  above 
allud^  to  by  the  imdenigned. 

It  is  impossible  to  foresee  whither  such  dispoii- 
tions  mar  lead.  The  unda^igaed  does  not  heu- 
tate  to  believe,  that  the  American  nation,  like  tki 
French  nation,  sees  this  state  of  things  with  n- 
gret.  and  does  not  consider  its  consequences  adtk- 
out  sorrow.  He  apprehends  that  the  Ameticu 
people  will  not  commit  a  mistake  eoneeming  die 
prejudices  with  which  it  has  been  dcnred  to  ia* 
spire  them  against  an  allied  peof^e,  nor  coneenui( 
the  engagemmts  which  it  seems  to  be  wished  n 
make  them  contract  to  the  deirinieut  of  an  alli- 
ance, which  so  powerfully  contributed  to  place 
them  in  the  rank  of  nations,  and  to  support 
ihem  in  it ;  and  that  they  will  see  in  these  new 
combinations  the  only  dangers  their  prosperityiad 
importance  can  incur. 

Penetrated  with  the  justice  erf"  these  reflectiow 
and  their  consequences,  the  Executive  Directen 
has  authorized  the  undersigned  to  express  hiaueu 
with  all  the  frankness  which  becomes  the  Frock 
nation.  It  is  indispensable  ^t,  in  the  name  of 
the  directory,  he  should  dissipate  those  iUanoas 
with  which  for  fire  years  the  eomplainls  oS  tfae 
Ministers  of  the  RepuUic  hare  been  ineesaaody 
surrounded  at  Philaddpbia,  in  wder  to  weakea> 
calunmiate,  or  distort  them.  It  was  essential,  ii 
fine,  that  by  exhibiting  their  sentimaits  in  aa  u- 
equirocal  manner,  he  should  elear  up  all  At 
doubts,  and  all  the  false  interpreiationa,  of  which 
they  might  be  the  object. 

It  is,  therefore,  in  order  to  smooth  the  way  of 
discussions,  that  the  undersigned  has  entered  iBts 
the  preceding  explanations.  It  is  with  the  Moe 
view  that  he  declares  to  the  Commissioners  and 
Envoys  Extraordinary,  that,  notwithstanding  ^ 
kind  of  prejudice  which  has  been  entertained  witk 
respect  to  them,  the  Executive  Directory  is  dis- 
posed to  treat  with  that  one  of  the  three,  whose 
ojunioBs,  presumed  to  be  more  imparUaL,  promise 
in  the  course  of  the  exidanations,  more  oi  thatie- 
ciproeal  confidence  which  is  indispensable. 

The  tudersigned  flatters  himself  that  this  ovu- 
ture  will  not  meet,  on  the  part  of  the  Comnw- 
sioners  and  Envoys  Extraordinary,  with  any  )e> 
rious-difficuUv.  It  is  still  more  natural  to  hope  it, 
because,  by  the  tenure  of  th«r  powers,  the  said 
Commissioners  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  «n 
authorized  to  negotiate  jointly  or  separately;  ■» 
that  nothing  but  the  desire  oi  preventing  any  ac- 
commodation could  produce  any  objection  ag^iM  \ 
this  measure;  whichj  moreover,  is  only  pointsd 
out  to  the  Commissioners  themsetres,  in  order 
tlmt  nothing  may  here  bear  so  unfarwat4e  tf-  ' 
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pearance,  and  which  evideotly  has  no  other  ob- 
ject thiD  to  assure  lo  the  negotiatioo  ao  hai)py 
issue,  hf  aToiding,  at  the  outset,  everything 
vbicQ  may  on  either  side  awaken,  in  the  course 
of  this  negotiaiioD,  sentiments  calculated  to  en- 
daoger  it. 

The  aadersigned  hopes  that  the  Commissioners 
and  Envoys  Extraordinary  will  soon  enable  him 
to  inform  the  Executive  Directory  of  their  deter- 
mination. Whatever  this  determination  may  be, 
the  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  the  explana- 
lions  into  which  he  has  entered  will  have  placed 
the  subjects  in  dispute  in  their  true  light,  and  may 
erentually  serve  to  dissipate,  in  the  eyes  of  aH 
impartial  men,  the  unfavorable  ifopression  which 
it  might  be  endeavored  to  fix  upon  the  inteniions 
of  the  French  Republic  and  its  Government. 
He  concludes  by  renewing  to  the  Commissioners 
and  Envoys  Extraordinary  the  assurance  of  his 
consideration. 

CH.  MA0.  TALLEYRAND. 
Paris,  28th  Ventose, 

6/A  year,  (ISth  March,  1798.) 

The  MniiBten  Pl«Qipotentiwy  and  Envoys  Extraordi- 
ntiy  from  the  United  StatM  of  America  to  the 
FrMich  Repidptic  to  die  Minister  of  Exteiior  Rela- 
tiotu. 

Citizen  Ministbr:  Your  letter  of  the  28th 
Tentose,  (18th  March,)  in  answer  to  a  memorial 
«f  the  Qodersigned,  dated  17th  January,  was  re- 
Mived  the  day  after  its  date,  and  has  been  con- 
adered  with  the  most  respectful  attention. 

b  that  memorial,  the  andmi^ned,  withoat  far- 
UBhine  cause  for  reproach,  might  have  limited 
themsdves  to  a  statement  of  the  numerous  and 
well  founded  complaints  of  the  oatiofl  they  repre- 
Mnt.  Tbef  have  been  induced  to  extend  their 
olMrTations  to  other  subjects,  by  that  sincere  de- 
sire to  re-establish  harmony  and  mutual  confi- 
dence between  the  two  Republics  which  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States  has  never  ceas* 
ed  to  feel  and  to  express.  Supposing  that  those 
misrepresentations,  to  which  human  actions  and 
haman  sentiments  must  ever  continue  to  be  ex- 
posed, might  have  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the 
Preoch  Qovemment,  occupied  with  the  great  and 
interesting  events  of  Europe,  the  unfounded  sus- 
picion of  partiality,  on  the  part  of  America,  for 
tbe  enemies  of  Prance,  the  undersuined  cherished 
die  hope  that  a  complete  review  ofthe  conduct  of 
Ibeir  Gorerament,  accompanied  with  a  candid 
and  tborauffb  investigation  of  the  real  principles 
en  which  that  conduct  was  founded,  by  remov- 
ing prejudices,  might  restore  the  sentiments  which 
tbe  United  States  bave  erer  sought,  and  still  seek 
to  preserve. 

In  taking  this  review,  it  was  obvious  that  a  mi- 
pate  discussion  of  every  particular  fact  might 
laenmber  the  examination  with  details  which 
previoas  explanations  had  rendered  nnnece!<sary, 
ud  therefore  it  was  confined  to  those  leading 
measures  of  which  the  particular  cases  were  the 
■««sary  result.  The  undersigned,  however,  de- 
cntcd,  anl  still  declare,  that  if  the  GoremmeDt 


of  the  United  States  has  given  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint to  that  ol  France,  in  any  case,  they  are 
ready  to  consider,  and  to  compensate  the  injury. 
That  negotiation,  theopening  of  which  they  have 
for  nearly  six  months  uniemittinglv  solicited  and 
patiently  attended,  would, if  enterea  upon,  demon- 
strate the  sincerity  of  this  declaration. 

Still  animated  by  the  same  spirit  which  has 
dictated  all  their  efforts  to  approach  this  Repub- 
lic, still  searching  to  remove  unfavorable  impres- 
sions, by  a  candid  disiplay  of  truthn,  and  a  frank 
manifestation  ofthe  principles  which  have  really 
Koverned  the  United  States,  and  still  endeavoring 
thereby  to  facilitate  the  restoration  of  harmony 
between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  the  friends 
of  each  other,  the  undersigned  will  lay  before  yon 
tbe  result  of  their  reflections  on  your  letter  ofthe 
28th  Yen  lose. 

Whatever  force  you  may  please  to  allow  to 
their  observations,  the  relative  situation  of  the 
two  Republics,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  fail  to  con- 
vince you  that  they  proceed  from  the  most  per- 
fect conviction  of  their  justice.  You  contend, 
Citizen  Minister,  that  the  priority  of  complaint  is 
on  the  side  of  France,  and  that  those  measures, 
which  have  so  injured  and  oppressed  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  have  been  produced  by  tne 
previous  conduct  of  their  Government. 

To  this  the  undersigned  will  now  only  observe 
that  if  France  can  justly  complain  of  any  act  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whether 
that  act  be  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  wrongs  re- 
ceived by  that  Government,  a  disposition  and  a 
wish  to  do  in  that  case  what  justice  and  friend- 
ship may  require,  is  oneoly  avowed,  and  wUl  con- 
tinue to  be  maoiiestea. 

Your  complainu  against  the  United  States  may 
be  classed  under  three  heads : 

1st,  The  inexecution  of  their  treaties  with 
France. 

2dly,  The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  formed  with  Great  Britain. 

3dly,  The  conduct  of  their  Government  since 
that  treaty. 

If  the  undusigned  shall  be  disappointed  in  tbeir 
hope  to  convince  you  that  on  no  one  of  these 
points  can  their  Goremment  be  justly  inculpated, 
yet  they  persuade  themselves  that  tbe  demonstra- 
tion of  the  good  faith  and  upright  intention  with 
which  it  has  ever  acted,  will  be  complete  and  sat- 
isfactory. This  being  proved,  and  a  tender  ot 
compensation  for  any  unintentional  wronv  be* 
ine  made,  a  base  for  accommodation  is  offered, 
which  they  must  yet  hope  will  be  acceptable  to 
France. 

1st,  The  inexecution  of  tbe  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  Under  this  head, 
you  complain,  first,  that,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  the  American  tribunals  have,  in  effect, 
pretended  to  the  right  of  taking  cognizance  of  the 
validity  of  prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

2dly,  That,  against  the  textual  sense  of  the 
treaty,  the  Government  has  permitted  the  ships  of 
the  enemy  to  come  into  their  ports,  after  having 
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ca^red  property  or  vessels  beloDging  to  French 
eitizeos. 

3dly,  That  it  has  ordered  the  arrest  of  a  Dationat 
corvette,  anchored  in  the  port  of  Pbiladelphia,  and 
that  the  arrestation  has  extended  to  the  captain 
commaDdani. 

4tbly,  The  refusal  to  provide  the  means  to  ex- 
ecute the  Connular  Convention. 

These  complaints  shall  be  considered  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  made. 

1st.  From  the  commencement  of  the  war  the 
American  tribunals  have,  in  eSect,  pretended  to 
the  right  of  taking  cogntzaoce  of  the  validity  of 

erizes  brought  into  the  pcnrts  of  the  United  States 
y  French  cruisers. 

You  have  not  been  pleased  to  state  a  case  in 
which  this  right  has  been  a9serted,aDd  the  under- 
signed are  persuaded  that  no  such  case  exists. 

Far  from  asserting  it,  the  Government  of  Ame- 
rica has  expressly  disclaimed  it  Mr.  Jefferson, 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris  of  the  16th  of  August,  1793,  which  letter 
was  laid  before  the  French  OoverDmcnt,  declares 
''that  the  United  States  do  not  pretend  any  right 
to  try  the  validity  of  oaptures  made  on  the  high 
teat  by  France,  or  any  other  nation,  on  its  en- 
emies. 

"  These  questions  belong,  of  common  usage,  to 
the  Sovereign  of  the  captor,  and,  whenever  it  is 
Becessary  to  determine  tnem,  resort  must  be  had 
to  his  courts.  This  is  the  case  provide^]  fur  in  the 
17tb  article  of  the  treaty,  which  says,  that  such 

Srizes  shall  not  be  arrested,  nor  cognizance  taken 
f  the  validity  thereof;  a  stipulation  much  tn- 
steted  on  by  Mr.  Genet  and  the  Consuls,  and  which 
we  never  thought  of  infringing  or  questioning." 

Mr.  Randolph,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fauchet  of  the  29ih  of  May, 
1795,  says:  '*  As  to  prizes  made  by  legal  cruisers 
on  the  high  seas,  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
the  President  to  interpose,  he  having  abstained 
{[as  the  17ih  article  of  our  Treaty  of  Commerce 
miports)  from  examining  into  their  lawfulness." 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  bis  letter  to  your  predecessor,  of 
the  15th  of  March,  1796,  says :  "  You  will  observe 
X  admit  the  principle,  if  a  prize  was  taken  upon 
the  high  seas,  and  by  a  privateer  fitted  out  within 
the  Repaldic  or  its  domioions,  that,  in  such  ease, 
our  courts  have  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of  its 
validity.  But  is  any  case  of  Ibis  kind  alleged  7 
I  presume  none  is  or  can  be  shown." 

But  the  United  Slates  have  deemed  it  an  in- 
dispensable duty  to  prevent,  so  far  as  they  could 
prevent,  the  practice  of  hostility  against  nations 
with  wliom  tnejr  were  at  peace,  within  thm  own 
limits,  or  by  privateers  fitted  out  in  their  own 
ports. 

For  the  reasoning  of  their  Government  in  sup- 
port of  this  decision,  the  undersigned  will  agam 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  already  quoted. 

"Another  doctrine  advanced  hy  Mr.  Genet  is, 
that  our  courts  can  lake  no  cognizance  of  ques- 
titms,  whether  vessels  held  by  uem  as  prizes  are 
lawful  prizes  or  not ;  that  this  jurisdiction  belongs 
exeluHvely  to  their  Consulates  here,  which  have 


been  lately  erected  by  the  NatiiHial  Assembly  into 
complete  Courts  of  Admiralty. 

"  Let  us  consider  first  what  is  the  extent  of  the 
jurisdiction  which  the  Consulates  of  France  may 
rightfully  exercise  here.  Every  nation  has,  of 
natural  right,  entirely  and  exclusively  all  the  ja- 
risdiction  which  may  be  rightfuliy  exercised  in 
the  territory  it  occupies.  If  it  cedes  any  portion 
of  that  jurisdiction  to  judges  appointed  by  anotkei 
nation,  the  limits  of  their  power  must  depead 
upon  the  instrument  of  cession.  The  Uoited 
States  and  France  have,  by  their  C<Huular  Coo- 
vention,  given  mutually  to  tlie  Consuls  jurisdic- 
tion in  certain  cases  especially  enumerated.  Bat 
that  Convention <gives  to  neither  the  power  ofet- 
tablisbiog  complete  Courts  of  Admiralty  witha 
the  territory  of  the  other,  nor  even  of  deculiiicdw 
particular  question  of  |»ize  or  not  prize.  Tka 
Consulates  of  France,  then,  cannot  Uke  judidil 
cognizance  of  those  questions  here. 

°  Of  this  opinion  Mr.  Genet  was  when  be  wrots 
his  letter  of  May  37th,  wherein  he  promise  to 
correct  the  error  of  the  Consul  at  Charleston,  ef 
whom,  in  my  letter  of  the  15th,  I  had  comptsiaed 
as  arrogating  to  himself  that  jurisdicttoo ;  tboogk, 
in  his  sabsequent  letters,  be  has  thought  prepecn 
embark  in  the  erron  of  his  Consuls. 

The  rcftl  question  i&  whether  the  United  Sttta 
have  not  a  right  tu  protect  vessels  witbia  tbiir 
waten,  and  on  their  coasts.  The  Graage  m» 
taken  within  the  Delaware,  between  the  shorcsof 
the  Jerseys  and  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  sereial 
miles  above  its  mouth.  The  seizing  of  her  msa  i 
flagrant  violation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uaitd 
Sutes.  Mr.  Genet,  however,  instead  of  apcdo^ 
ing,  takes  great  merit,  in  his  letters,  for  giviif 
her  up. 

"  The  William  is  said  to  have  been  taken  wiikp 
in  two  miles  of  the  shores  of  the  United  StstcL  , 
When  the  Admiralty  declined  ct^nizanoe  of  ik 
case,  she  was  delivered  to  the  French  Consul, ac- 
cording to  my  letter  of  June  25th,  to  bekeptualil 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  should  ezamiM 
into  the  case,  and  Mr.  Genet  was  desired,  by  my  let- 
ter of  Joue  29th,  to  have  them  furnished  with  ik 
evidence,  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  as  totheplaoesf  , 
capture ;  yet,  to  this  day,  it  has  never  been  doK.  I 
The  brig  Fanny  was  alleged  to  be  taken  witkii 
five  miles  from  our  shore;  the  Catherine  witUi 
two  miles  and  an  half.  It  is  an  essential  auribme 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  every  country  to  presorw  | 
peace  and  punish  acts  in  breach  of  it,  and  to  r^  | 
iitore  property  taken  by  force  within  its  limiifc 
Were  the  armed  vessel  of  any  nation  to  cut  away 
any  of  our  own  from  the  whures  of  Fhiladelakia, 
and  to  choose  to  call  it  a  prize,  would  this  emnde 
us  from  the  right  of  redressing  the  wiong?  Woe 
it  ihfi  vessel  of  another  nation,  are  we  not  equsUr 
bound  to  protect  it  while  within  our  limits?  Were 
it  seized  in  any  other  waters,  or  on  the  shorn  of 
the  United^S  tales,  the  right  of  redressioe  it  is  stiU 
the  same;  aiul  humbleil,  indeed,  would  be  out 
condition,  were  we  obliged  to  depend  for  that  oo 
the  will  of  a  foreign  Consul,  or  on  any  oegotiatioa 
with  diplomatic  agents.  Accordingly,  this  ri^ 
of  protection  within  iu  waters,  and  to  a  reaioaa- 
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Ue  disttnee  od  its  coasts,  has  been  acknowledged 
bf  cTeiy  nation,  and  denied  to  none ;  and,  if  the 
pn^ierty  seized  be  yet  withia  their  power,  it  is 
thetr  right  and  doty  to  redress  the  wrong  them- 
selres.  * 

"  France  berself  has  asserted  the  right  in  herself, 
and  recognised  it  in  us,  in  the  6th  article  of  our 
treaty,  where  we  motually  stipulate  that  we  will, 
bfmthe  meatis  in  our  power,  (not  bjr  negotiation,) 
protect  and  defend  each  others  vessels  and  effects 
IQ  otu  ports  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near  our 
eoontries,  and  recover  and  restore  tbe  same  to  the 
right  owners.  The  United  Netherlands,  Prussia, 
and  Sweden,  have  recognised  it  also  in  treaties 
with  us ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  standins  formnle  in- 
serted in  almost  all  the  treaties  of  alfnations,  and 
prariDg  the  principle  to  be  acknowledged  by  all 
aations." 

Id  the  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  Mr.  Fauchet, 
already  cited,  that  gentleman  resumes  this  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Fauchet,  in  answer,  says;  "The 
Admiralty  Courts  have  always  ceded  to  the  en* 
treaties  of  our  enemies  for  their  intervention  in 
prize  causes ;  in  truth,  frequentlv  and  almost  con- 
■taflily,by  using  the  double  plea  of  which  you 
qnke  to  me,  that  is.  to  say,  by  arguing  either  of 
leizure  within  the  jurisdictional  line  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  of  armament  or  augroentation  of  arma- 
iMnt  of  the  capturing  vessels  in  their  ports.  On 
this  sabject,  sir,  you  request  me  to  specify  a  cir- 
enmstance  where  a  prize  was  arrested  which  did 
not  come  under  that  doiomiaation,  and  you  take 
the  trouble  to  esCaUish  that  they  hare  a  right  to 
intorene  in  eT«ry  case  thai  can  be  brought  under 
those  heads.  In  the  first  ptaee,  sir,  I  nertt  have. 
It  least  to  my  reccJleetion,  contested  the  right  of 
jcm  courts,  or  of  the  Government,  to  interfere 
m  matters  of  the  nature  of  those  you  meoiioD." 

It  would  seem  to  be  incontestable,  that  the  prin- 
ei|de  asserted  by  the  United  Slates,  which  indeed 
ii  an  unquestionable  principle,  has  been  admitted 
in  its  utmost  latitude  by  France.  It  is  believed 
that  in  tbe  execution  of  this  principle,  the  Gor- 
emmeot  and  tribunals  have  only  been  guided  by 
t  sense  of  duty  and  the  obligations  of  justice.  If 
ia  say  ease  that  can  be  selected,  wrong  has  unin- 
leatiooally  been  committed,  that  wrong  has  grown 
iaeritably  out  of  the  situation  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  the  conduct  of  persons  they  have 
been  onaUe  to  control,  and  will  with  readiness  be 
eoneetad. 

Sdly.  That,  a^inst  the  textual  sense  of  the  trea- 

attbe  GoTeminent  has  permitted  the  ships  of 
e  enemy  to  come  into  their  ports,  after  baring 
captured  property  or  resaels  belooging  to  French 
dtizens. 

It  is  lo  be  regretted  that  you  have  not  be«i 

e eased  to  state  some  particular  case,  if  the«case 
!  fbnaded  on  a  fact,  which  has  been  manifested 
in  this  permission ;  or  if  it  be  founded  in  princi- 
|>le,  the  precise  difference  between  the  construc- 
tion giren  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
te  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6tb  of  February, 
1778,  relative  to  this  subject,  and  that  for  which 
yon  may  contend.  For  the  want  of  such  a  guide, 
the  unders^ned  may  di»;iW8  tmneoessary  points, 


without  girtog  jrou  complete  satisfaction  on  that 
which  in  your  mind  may  constitute  tbe  real  dif- 
ficulty. 

The  17tb  article  is  in  these  words:  "It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  and 
privateers  freely  to  carry  whithersoever  tney  please 
the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  ofil- 
cers  of  tbe  Admiralty  or  other  judges;  nor  shall 
such  prizes  be  arrested  or  seized  when  iher  come 
to  or  enter  the  ports  of  either  party  ;  nor  shall  the' 
searchers,  or  other  officers  of  those  places,  search 
the  same,  or  make  examination  concerning  the 
lawfulness  of  such  prizes;  but  they  may  hoist  sail 
at  anr  time  and  depart,  and  carry  their  prizes  to 
the  puces  expressed  in  their  commissions,  which 
the  commaaaers  of  such  ships  of  war  shall  be  ob- 
liged to  show ;  on  the  contrary,  no  shelter  or  ref- 
uge shall  be  giren  in  their  ports  to  such  as  shall: 
hare  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  proper 
ty  of  either  of  tbe  parties ;  but  it  such  shall  come 
in.  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather  or  the  danr 
gers  of  the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  rigor- 
ously used  that  they  go  out  and  retire  from  thence  , 
as  soon  as  possible."  Do  you  contend^  Citizen 
Minister,  that  this  article  ought  to  be  rigidly  con- 
strued according  to  its  letter?  If  you  do,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  ascertain  what  are  the  disa- 
bilities to  which  its  letter  really  subjects  the  res* 
sels  beloBgiog  to  the  enemies  of  France.  They^ 
are,  1st.  That  no  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  |pTen 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  the  ships  of 
war  or  prirateers  belonginff  to  the  enemy,  ickich- 
tHuU  AdHW  made  prize  oT  the  subjects,  people,  oc 
property  of  France.  Sdly.  That  if  such  ships  of 
war  or  prirateers  shall  come  in,  being  forced  by 
stress  of  weather  or  the  danger  of  the  seas,  aU 
proper  means  shall  be  vigorously  xised  that  they 
go  out  and  retire  from  thence  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  letter  of  the  article  does  not  exclude  gene- 
rally the  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  enemjr,  but 
those  only  which  have  made  prize  the  subjects, 
people,  or  property  of  France.  That  the  vessel  shall 
nave  made  a  prize  is  a  part  and  an  essential  part 
of  the  description.  Whether  the  vessel  be  or  be 
not  within  this  description  is  a  fact,  the  a/;certain- 
ment  of  which  must  precede  the  measures  to  be 
taken  in  consequence  of  that  Act.  When  the 
fact  shall  have  been  ascertained,  tbe  letter  of  the 
article  denies  refuge  or  shelter  to  the  ship  of  war 
or  prirateer,  hut  not  to  the  prize  which  ma^  hare 
been  made.  You  well  know,  Citizen  Minister 
that  if  the  letter  of  the  article  is  to  be  set  up 
against  its  spirit,  when  the  former  is  most  favora- 
ble to  the  views  of  France,  the  letter  must  still  be 
adhered  to,  though  it  should  cuuoteract  those 
views.  The  situation  of  the  United  States  bonnd 
them  to  observe,  between  the  belligerent  Powers, 
an  exact  neutrality,  in  all  cases  where  their  pre- 
vious treaties  had  not  stipulated  advantages  or 
imposed  disabilities. 

They  could  not  refuse  to  one  belligerent  Power 
those  rights  of  ordinary  hospitality  which  were 
enjoyed  by  others,  which  the  common  usages  of 
nations  permit,  and  which  were  forbidden  by  no 
particular  treaty.   Such  refusal  would  bare  been 
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manifestly  partial^  and  a  plain  departure  from 
tiiat  neutral  position  io  which  the  United  States! 
found  tbemitelres,  and  which  good  faith,  inte- 1 
grity,  and  their  best  interests  impelled  them  reli- 
gioimjr  to  maintain.  Thus  circumstanced,  it  was  , 
the  duty  of  the  GkiTemmeut  to  give  its  true  con- 1 
stmetion  to  a  treaty  granting  adrantages  to  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  imposing  disabili' 
tieh  on  another,   tn  searching  for  thin  true  con- 
struction, its  best  judgment  ought  to  be  exercised, 
and  the  dictates  of  that  judgment  ought  to  be 
obeyed.   The  United  States  have  done  so.  They 
have  refused  shelter  in  their  ports  to  the  prizes 
made  on  the  French  Republic,  or  to  the  ships  of 
war  belonging  to  the  enemy  and  accompanying 
such  prizes. 

They  have  permitted  ships  of  war,  not  bringing 
prizes  with  them,  to  remain  in  their  ports,  with- 
out instituting  tribunals  to  inquire  whether  such 
shin  bare  at  any  time  captured  French  citizens 
or  French  property.  The  reasooing  on  which 
tkis  decision  was  founded,  and  whicn  appears  to 
the  undersigned  to  have  been  conclusire,  will  not 
now  be  repeated.  It  has  been  detailed  in  several 
letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Minister  of  France  in  Philadelphia. 
The  undersigned  will  only  observe,  that  the  con- 
struction supposed  to  be  just,  and  for  that  reason 
actually  put  upon  the  article,  is  believed  to  be 
more  favorable  than  the  literal  construction  to 
the  interests  of  France. 

Ship&  of  war  which  have  made  prizes  on  this  Re- 
public, if  they  enter  the  ports  of  tne  United  States 
without  such  prizes,  ought,  indeed,  under  the  let- 
ter of  the  article,  to  be  ordered  to  depart  as  soon 
as  the  fact  can  have  been  ascertained ;  but  the 
prizes  themselves  are  permitted  to  remaio  in 
safety.  By  the  actual  construction,  a  ship  of 
war  entermg  without  a  prize,  is  permitted  to  re- 
main, but  an  shelter  is  refused  to  a  ship  of  war 
whicn  is  accompanied  by  a  prize,  and  also  to  the 
prize  itself.  It  would  sddom  bappen  that  a  ship 
of  war  not  driven  in  by  stress  of  weather,  or  the 
danger  of  the  seas,  would  wish  to  continue  in 
port  longer  than  the  time  which  would  unavoid- 
ably be  consumed  in  ascertaining  the  fact  of  her 
having  made  a  prize,  but  it  must  often  happen 
that  a  prize  now  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  would  find  shelter  in  them  if  the 
literal  construction  of  the  treaty  should  be  adopted. 

This  exposition  given  by  the  United  States  to 
this  article  was  made  known  in  1793 — France 
has  never  signified  a  wish  that  the  literal  con- 
struction throughout  should  be  pursued.  This 
strengthens  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  under- 
signed, that  the  rule  on  this  subject,  so  early  es- 
tablished by  the  American  Giovernment,  is  con- 
sidered by  the  Republic  as  more  favorable  to  its 
interests,  than  a  rule  conforming  entirely  to  the 
letter  of  the  article. 

3dlj.  "  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  ordered  the  arrest  of  a  oatiooal  corvette*  an- 
chored io  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  ar- 
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restatioD  has  been  extended  to  the  captain  cob- 
mandant." 

The  underatgned  beg  leave  to  slate  the  cue 
which  is  the  foundation  of  this  complaint  la  the 
statement  itself  they  trust  will  be  fonod  a  eoo- 
plete  justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  Oaitri 

States. 

The  Cassius,  under  the  name  of  Les  Jumeaax," 
was  fitted  and  armed  for  a  vessel  of  war  in  ibc 
port  of  Philadelphia,  in  violation  of  a  law  of  tbe 
United  States.  In  December,  1794,  having  es- 
caped from  the  port  to  descend  the  river,  orden 
were  given  to  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Ddi- 
ware  to  intercept  her.  The  attempt  was  mtk 
and  failed.  The  crew  of  Les  Jumeaui,  whiek 
was  unexpectedly  found  to  be  very  numerooi,  re- 
sisted the  o&cen  who  went  on  board,  maaae^ 
their  cannon,  and  brought  them  to  bear  oa  the 
cutter  in  which  the  militia,  about  forty  in  am- 
ber, were  embarked.  Their  force  beiar  iiiade 
quate  to  the  enterpriiie,  they  retired  wiu  aaii* 
tentioD  to  return  the  next  day  with  a  rrinfofM- 
ment.  Tbey  did  so,  hot  Les  Jomeaox  bad  laiM 
and  gone  to  sea.  The  agent,  Mr.  Ouenet^  by 
whom  Les  Jumeaux  bad  been  fitted  oat,  aw 
tried  at  the  Circuit  Court  in  PhiUdeljdua.  coa- 
vicied  of  the  offence,  and  received  M»tenea  of 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

Les  Jumeaux  proceeded  to  St  Domingo;  Sam- 
uel B.  Davis,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  time 
took  the  command  of  her,  with  a  comauHieB 
from  the  French  GtovernmenL  Davis  probablf 
sailed  from  Philadelphia  in  Les  Jumeaux,  for  me 
purpose  of  finally  taking  the  command  of  ber. 
Her  name  was  now  changed  to  "LeCeniVi' 
and  on  a  cruise  she  took  a  schooner  called  tlie 
William  Lindsay,  belonging  to  Menrs.  Yardukd 
Ketland,  of  Philadelphia-^.  Ketkod  barins 
purchased  an  interest  in  her  afker  her  sailiog. 
The  schooner  and  ber  cargo  were  eondenaedai 

Erize  at  St.  Domingo.  In  August,  1795,  Capiaii 
tavis,  commanding  the  Cassius,  came  witb  bff 
to  Philadelphia;  she  was  immediately  kaova 
Mr.  Yard,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  iodemni- 
fication  for  the  loss  of  the  schooner  and  bercargo- 
libelled  the  Cassius  in  the  District  Court,  w 
cauiied  the  captain  to  be  arrested.  Soon  after, 
the  Supreme  Court  being  in  session.  Captain  Da- 
vis's counsel  applied  for  and  obtained  a  prohibi- 
tion to  the  District  Court  to  stop  its  proceedingi; 
by  which  the  suits,  both  against  him  and  Le  Cii- 
sius,  were  defeated.  The  prohibition  was  graiK' 
on  this  princij^e,  that  the  trial  of  prizes,  take* 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slate^a' 
carried  to  placea  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Fmct 
for  adjudication,  by  French  vessels,  and  all  qw^ 
lions  mcidentid  to  it,  belong  exelosivdy  to  the 
French  tribunals;  and,  consequendy,  that  its  m- 
sels  of  war  and  their  officers  are  not  liable  to  pro- 
cess of  our  courts,  predicated  upon  sneh  c^lpR 
and  subsequent  proceeding  within  the  juritdietioa 
of  the  French  Glovernineot. 

Messrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  having  failed  to  ob- 
tain indemnification  in  this  mode,  procured  sew 
process,  on  the  information  of  Mr.  Ketland.  lobe 
issued  from  the  Circuit  Court,  by  wbicb  I*  On- 
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tim  was  attached  a*  a  vessel  armed  and  equipped 
as  a  ship  of  war,  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  with 
intent  to  cruise  and  comniit  hostilities  against 
nations  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at 
peace,  in  Tiolation  of  thp  act  of  Congress  prohibit- 
um sueh  armament.  Mr.  Adet  complaioed  that 
the  process  was  taken  out  of  ibe  Circuit  Court, 
because,  as  he  alleged,  it  bad  no  juriadictioD,  and 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  delajr,  that  court 
Mtting  but  twice  a  year;  whereas  the  District 
Court,  in  which  it  was  said  the  prosecution,  if  at 
all  permitted,  should  bare  been  commenced,  was 
always  opeu.  Gentlwnen  of  legal  knowledge 
were  consulted  on  the  point  of  jurisdictioa  in  tbin 
case,  and  they  were  decided  iu  their  opinion,  that 
the  Circuit  Court  bad  jurisdiction,  and  exclu- 
nrdf  9f  the  District  Court.  The  QoTerDment  of 
the  United  Slates  had  no  pert  in  originating  this 
proseeutioa;  and  the  District  Attorney,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  took  measures,  at  each  term 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  to  prepare  the  cause  for 
trial,  and  on  a  plea  calculated  to  defeat  the  proae- 
eutioD.  At  length,  in  October  term,  1796,  the 
cause  was  brought  to  an  hearing.  In  the  course 
of  the  argument,  the  question  of  jurisdiction  pre- 
sented itself.  The  court  adjourned  untU  next 
day  to  consider  of  it:  and  the  following  morning 
dinnissed  the  suit. 

The  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  ask,  whe- 
ther in  a  change  of  nituatioQ,  placinft  Fraoce  pre- 
cisely in  the  circumstances  of  the  United  States, 
uther  the  corvette  or  her  captain  would  have 
ewaped'? 

wlv.  The  refusal  to  provide  the  means  to  exe- 
cute the  Consular  Ctmrention  of  the  14th  No- 
rember,  178& 

As  you  have  not  selected  the  particular  parts 
of  this  eonvention  supposed  to  remain  unexecuted, 
the  undersigned  must  necessarily  consider  the 
mot  definite  charges  heretofore  made  on  the 
Mue  subject  as  being  adopted  by  you. 

Your  predecessor  in  office,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
MoHoe  of  the  19th  Ventose  4th  year  (9th  March, 
n96)  complains  1st,  That  the  clause  granting  to 
fraich  Consuls  the  right  of  judging  exclusively 
IB  disputes  between  Frenchmen,  is  become  illu- 
■ofy  for  the  want  of  laws  giving  them  the  means 
of  having  their  decisions  executed. 

3dly.  The  right  of  canning  mariners  who  de- 
Wt  to  be  arrested  is  rendered  ineffectual,  because 
the  Judges  charged  by  the  laws  with  issuing  the 
Btadates  of  arrest  have  lately  required  the  pre- 
•entation  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crew,  in  con- 
jwnpt  of  the  5th  article  admitting,  in  the  tri- 
^^Is^  of  both  Powers,  copies  certified  by  the 

It  is  then  uaderstood  to  be  required, 
1st.  That  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
would  execute  the  judgments  of  the  Consuls : 
^^y.  That  the  Judges  of  the  United  States 
nmud  issue  mandates  of  arrest  against  persons 
charged  with  being  deserters,  without  a  view  of 
the  original  roll  of  the  crew. 

It  is  very  justly  observed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in 
■*  wtt«r  to  Mr.  Morris,  which  has  been  already 
•ued,  that  "  every  nation  has,  of  natural  right,  en- 


tirely and  exclusively,  all  the  jurisdiction  which 
may  be  rightfully  exercised  in  the  territory  it  oc- 
cupies. If  it  cedes  any  portion  of  that  jurisdic- 
tion to  Judges  appointed  by  another  nation,  the 
limits  of  their  power  must  depend  upon  the  in^ 
strument  of  cession."  The  parties  to  the  conven- 
tion profess  its  object  to  be,  "  to  define  and  estab- 
lish m  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  manner  the 
functions  and  privileges  of  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls." 

it  is  to  be  expected,  then,  as  welt  as  from  the 
intention  of  the  convention  establishing  the  tri- 
bunal, as  from  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  itself, 
which  is  a  foreign  court,  constituted  by  a  foreign 
authority,  governed  by  foreign  laws,  and  amena- 
ble for  Its  conduct  to  a  foreign  Grovernment,  that 
□o  power  is  to  be  implied,  and  that  it  possesses 
no  capacity  wliich  is  not  expressly  given  to  it. 
To  ascertain,  then,  the  precise  extent  of  the  stipu- 
lation, let  the  convention  itself  be  considered. 

The  first  point  rests  exclusively  on  the  13th 
article,  which  is  in  these  words ;  "  All  differences 
and  suits  between  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  in  the  United  States,  or  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  domin- 
ions of  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  particularly 
all  disputes  relative  to  the  wages  and  terms  of  en- 
gagement of  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels, 
and  all  differences,  of  whatever  nature  they  may 
be,  which  mav  arise  between  the  privates  of  the 
said  crews,  or  between  anyof  them  and  their  cap- 
tains, or  between  the  captains  of  different  vessels 
of  their  nations,  shall  be  determined  by  the  respec- 
tive Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  either  by  a  refer- 
ence to  arbitrators,  or  by  a  sammary  judgment, 
aod  without  costs.  No  officer  triT  the  country, 
civil  or  military,  shall  interfere  therein,  or  tue 
any  part  whatever  in  the  matter;  and  the  appeak 
from  the  said  Consular  sMitences  shall  be  carried 
before  the  tribunals  of  France  or  of  the  United 
States  to  whom  it  may  ippertain  to  take  cog- 
nizance thereof." 

In  this  article  no  engagement  is  made  to  fur^ 
oish  the  means  of  executing  Consular  judgments. 
If,  therefore,  the  preceding  positions  be  just,  there 
is  an  eod  of  the  question.  But  other  arguments 
present  themselves  in  support  of  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  Unitfd  States.  The  Con- 
sular authority  la  a  foreign  country  is  usually 
either  voluntary  or  enforced  by  the  laws  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  Consuls  belong,  and  \vhtch 
may  bind  their  own  citizens  or  subjects  under  pen- 
alties to  be  inflicted  on  their  return,  or  otherwise. 
Upon  this  idea  it  was  sufficient  to  stipulate  a  per- 
mission of  the  jurisdiction  in  exclusion  of  the 
courts  of  the  country  ;  on  any  other  idea,  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  have  stipulated  explicitly, 
and  perhaps  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which  its 
sentences  should  be  executed.  To  accede  to  Uie 
demands  of  France  would  be  to  erect  in  a  foreign 
country  com[^ete  courts  of  justice  with  effectual 
process  to  compel  the  appearance  of  parties  and 
witnesses,  and  to  execute  their  decisions.  And  as 
the  transactions  in  commerce  could  not,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  be  confined  to  foreigners  alone, 
the  citizens  ortne  country  mtut  often  be  iwces- 

Digitized  by  Google 


3443 


APPENDIX. 


3444 


Rdatima  with  FYtmce. 


sary  witnesses  to  those  transactions,  md  of  course 
rendered  ameoable  to  this  foreid^  jurisdiction  in 
their  own  country ;  whereas  the  jurisdiction  grant- 
ed by  the  article  is  only  of  French  Consuls  over 
French  citizens  iu  the  Uaited  Stat^  and  recipro- 
cally -of  American  Consuls  over  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  France.  This  would  be  to 
extend,  by  implication,  the  authority  of  a  foreigner 
over  persons  not  contemplated  by  the  treaty  as  sub- 
ject to  it.  The  article  declares,  too,  "that  no  c^er 
of  the  country,  civil  or  military,  shall  interfere 
ther«n,  or  take  any  part  in  the  matter."  But 
sheriffs,  marshals,  and  their  deputies,  or  any  other 
penODs  appointed  by,  and  acliug  under,  the  laws 
of  the  country,  are  ^  officers  of  the  eoaatry,"  and 
coDsaiuently  cannot  aid  in  the  executioD  of  Con- 
solar  decisions,  because  they  are  expressly  forbid- 
den "  to  interfere  therein  or  take  any  part  what- 
ever in  the  matter." 

But  vas  it  meant  that  the  laws  should  give 
Consuls  the  power  to  appoint  such  Executive  offi- 
cers of  their  own  nation  ?  Should  it  t>e  conceded 
that  a  person  so  appointed  could  not  be  considered 
as  an  officer  of  that  nation  by  virtue  of,  and  ac- 
cording to,  whose  laws  be  held  his  office,  still  we 
find  no  such  thing  in  the  convention.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  case  of  deserters  from  vessels, 
mcutiooed  in  the  9th  article,  whom  the  Consuls 
are  authorized  to  cause  to  be  arrested,  they  are  ex- 
pressly directed  to  apply  in  writing  to  the  "courts, 
Jw^er,  and  officers,  competent'*  to  make  the  ar- 
rests, meaning  the  eourt^  Judges,  and  officers  of 
the  country  where  the  Consuls  reside.  Id  addi- 
tioB  to  this,  if  power  could-  be  given  to  Consuls  to 
awoint  officen  to  execute  their  decisions,  these 
dEwtts  must,  of  course,  have  their  fees  of  com- 
pensation, to  be  paid  by  one  or  other  of  the  parties. 
But  the  article  giving  tbe  jurisdiction  declares 
that  the  Consular  judgments  shall  be  *' without 
costs." 

The  second  complaint  is,  that  the  Judges  of  the 
United  Stales  have  required  the  exhibition  of  the 
original  roll  of  tbe  crew  as  the  testiroaoy  which 
would  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  mtadate,'to  ap- 
rorehend  a  French  mariner  charged  as  a  deserter. 
The  right  to  require  these  mandates  is  founded 
entirely  on  the  9tfa  article  of  the  Consular  Con- 
veation. 

That  declares  "  that  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls shall  address  themselves  tg  the  eourta,  Judges, 
and  <Meen  competent,  and  shall  demand  the  said 
deserters  in  ^iing,  proving  by  an  exhibition  of 
the  raters  of  the  vessel,  or  ship's  roll,  that  those 
men  were  part  of  the  said  crews ;  and  on  this  de- 
mand so  proved  (saving,  however,  where  the  con- 
trary is  proved)  the  defivery  shall  not  be  refused." 

It  would  be  an  idle  waste  of  time  to  attempt  to 
jHOve  to  vou,  Citizen  Minister,  that  the  register  of 
the  vessel,  or  ship's  roll,  is  not  a  copy  of  that  pa- 
per, or  that  a  copy  does  not  satisfy  a  law  which 
peremptorily  requires  the  exhibition  of  the  origi- 
nal Your  predecessor  has  thought  proper  to  rcKr 
fertii*  5tfa  article  of  that  instrument ;  but  a  slight 

Erunl  of  that  article  wilt  convince  yon,  Citizm 
LuisteriUiaticdoeanotap^y  tothecase.  When 
the  Judges  of  the  United  States  detenniDed  that 


the  mandate  of  arrest  could  not  be  issued  on  tbe 
exhibition  of  a  "copy  of  the  register  of  thevessd 
or  ship's  roll,"  they  did  not  so  decide  for  the  par 
pose  of  giving  effect  to  tbe  system  of  the  Gonm* 
ment,  but  because  the  treaty  was  clearly  onitf 
stood  by  them  positively  to  require  the  prewol^ 
tioB  of  the  original. 

The  undersigned  regret,  Citizen  Minister,  tint 
your  researches  concerning  tbe  United  Sttta 
have  not  extended  to  their  courts.  Yoo  wodd 
have  perceived  and  admired  their  purity.  Yos 
would  have  perceived  that  America  may  icpott 
herself  securely  on  the  integrity  of  her  Suifa, 
and  your  justice  woiddhavesparea  iheinnaattioH 
concerning  them  which  have  closed  this  put  of 
your  letter. 

The  undefsiffued  will  now  consider  what  jm 
have  stated  wiut  respect  to  the  Treaty  of  AjBiiy, 
Commerce,  and  Navigation,  fonned  with  Omi 

Britain. 

You  complain,  Citixen  Minister,  in  very  strong 
terms,  of  the  deception  alleged  to  have  been  pnc- 
tised  with  respect  to  the  objects  of  Mr.  Jay's  mii- 
sion  to  London,  and  also  of  the  contents  of  tbe 
treaty  which  tluit  mission  produced.   Yon  an 

J leased  to  observe  that  it  was  then  said  that  Ur. 
ay  bad  been  sent  to  London  only  to  negeiiaie 
arrangements  relative  to  the  depredations  cob* 
mitted  on  tbe  Amcneatt  eomflserea  by  tfaeciwn 
of  Great  Britain. 

By  whom.  Citizen  Mtoistsr,  was  this  said?  >« 
by  tne  Prestdent  ia  his  Message  to  the  Senile, 
announcing  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Jay  j  nor  bf 
the  th«i  Secretary  of  State,  in  communicstiiuio 
Mr.  Fauchet  the  subject  of  that  mission.  Tke 
documents  with  respect  to  this  assertion  btn 
been  stated,  and  have  been  folly  commcBted  oi. 
It  has  been  fully  demonstrated  that  the  Americu 
Government  did  not  seize  this  occasion  to  piu- 
tise  a  deception  so  unnecessary,  so  foreign  to  is 
well  known  character,  and  which  could  pcodoM 
only  mischief  to  itself.  As  you  have  in  no  d^ 
gree  weakened  the  testimony  which  is  reliMl«B 
as  disproving  this  allegation,  or  produced  aoT  KRt 
of  evidence  in  support  of  it,  the  undersigned  eu- 
not  but  min^^e  some  degree  of  surprise  with  the 
regrets  they  feel  at  seeing  it  repeated,  accow^ 
nied  with  the  charge  of  that  '*  disnmtilatioB,"  of 
which  all  who  examine  well  the  eoudoet  of  the 
Goverament  of  the  United  States  will  so  readil; 
pronounce  it  to  be  ineapable.  You  also  crimintie 
the  secrecy  which  attended  this  negotiatioiL  T« 
this  complaint,  when  formerly  insisted  on,  it  vat 
answered,  that  so  much  of  it  as  was  material  ts 
this  Republic  was  immediately  communicated  to 
ber  Minister ;  and  that  she  h'>d  no  right  to  uiqaire 
further,  or  to  be  dissatisfied  that  other  objctts 
were  not  disclosed;  that  it  is  not  the  practice  of 
France,  nor  of  any  other  nation,  to  commnoicaB 
to  others  tbe  particular  subjects  of  ncgonaiioB 
which  may  be  contemplated;  and  that  no  asnaa 
could  be  independent,  which  admitted  itMtfio  be 
accountable  to  another,  for  the  manner  in  waieh 
it  might  judge  proptt  to  regulate  its  own  cos* 
cems.  on  poiirts  m  which  that  other  was  not  i>- 
terested ;  or  which  was  boaad  to  give  prenoos 
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iikiinmtioD  of  every  article,  which  might  be  in- 
■erted  in  a  treaty,  formed  on  the  avowra  priDci[4e 
of  leaviiur  in  foil  force  all  ^e-existiog  ei^age- 
meats.  This  reasoniiUE  is  answered  only  by  term- 
iag  it  a  "sophism,"  "an  insidious  subterfuge." 
Blay  not  any  reasooiDg,  oo  any  subject,  be  an- 
nr«red  in  the  same  manner?  But  can  such  an 
aoawer  impair  its  force?  Without  doubt,  Citizen 
Mioister,  the  Govemm^t  of  the  United  States, 
when  it  informed  France  that  the  negotiations  of 
Mr.  Jay  would  not  in  any  respect  weaken  its  en- 
ngements  to  this  Republic,  would  have  added, 
uai  tbey  inu;ht  erentually  extend  to  a  commer- 
eial  treaty,  if  it  bad  been  supposed  tbat  the  omis- 
sion to  give  such  information  could  really  be  con- 
sidered as  a  breach  of  legitimate  obligation,  or  ai 
aa  evidence  of  diminish^  frieadsbip.  The  infor- 
mation was  most  probably  not  given  because  it 
wu  luiusual,  and  because  it  could  neither  be  cod- 
tidoed  as  proper,  as  oeeessary,  or  as  material. 
The  undersigned  trust,  that  the  painful  and  un- 
arailiag  disctissioas  on  this  subject,  rendered  so 
nnpleaiiattt  by  the  manner  in  wnich  it  baa  been 
treated,  will  never  agaia  be  renewed. 

Passing  to  the  treaty  itself,  you  say  tbat  the 
small  majority  by  which  it  was  sanctioned  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  number  of  re- 
spectable voices  raised  againet  it  in  the  nation, 
depose  honorably  in  favor  of  the  opinion  which 
the  French  Governnient  has  entertained  of  it. 
But  you  must  be  sensible,  Citizen  Minister,  that 
the  criterion,  by  which  you  ascertain  the  merits 
of  the  instrument  in  question,  is  by  no  means  io- 
follible,  nor  can  it  warrant  the  inference  you  draw 
from  iL  In  a  Republic,  like  that  of  the  United 
States,  where  no  mdividual  fears  to  utter  what 
his  judgment  or  his  passions  mar  dictate,  where 
an  unrestrained  press  conveys  allae  to  the  pnblic 
eye  the  labors  of  virtue  and  the  efforts  <k  particD- 
lar  interests,  no  subject  which  agiutes  and  inter- 
e>u  the  public  mind  can  unite  the  pnxhXvc  voice,  or 
eatizely  escape  public  censure.  In  ^rsuit  of  the 
■aoM  objectv  a  difference  of  opioioo  will  arise,  in 
the  purest  minds,  from  the  different  manner  in 
which  those  objects  are  viewed:  and  there  are 
situations  in  which  a  variety  of  passions  com- 
bine to  silence  the  voice  of  reason,  and  to  betray 
tiie  soundest  judgments.  In  such  situations,  if 
the  merit  of  an  instrument  is  to  be  decided,  not 
by  itself,  but  by  the  approbation  or  disapprobation 
it  may  experience,  it  would  surely  be  a  safer  role 
to  take  as  a  guide  the  decision  of  a  majority,  bow- 
ever  nnall  tbat  majority  may  be,  than  to  follow 
the  minority.  A  treaty,  too,  may  be  opposed  as 
ujuriouB  to  the  United  States,  though  it  should 
Dot  conuin  a  Bingle  clause  which  could  prejudice 
the  interests  of  Franee.  It  ought  not  to  lie  sup- 
posed tbat  a  treaty  would  for  that  reason  be  offen- 
sive to  this  Republic. 

Had  you  been  pleased  to  state  any  objections  to 
ttis  instrument  drawn  from  the  compact  itself^  the 
oadersigoed  would  have  given  to  those  objections 
the  most  serious  and  respectful  connidieration. 
But  it  is  supposed  that  you  adopt,  without  adding 
to,  the  coaifHaints  made  by  your  predecessor  and 
vf  Mf.  Adet,  when  you  observs  tmit  you  will  not 


repeat  what  they  have  said.  These  comptainta 
have  been  amply  discussed  in  the  memorial  th» 
undorsigned  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  bear- 
ing date  ]7tb  of  January.  It  is  believed  to  have 
been  demonstrated  that  the  stipulations  complain- 
ed of  do  not  in  the  must  remote  degree  wound  dw 
interests  of  France,  affect  the  pre-existing  en^ge- 
ments  of  the  United  States,  or  change  their  situa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  belligerent  Powers.  Such, 
ineontestably  was,  and  i8,tbe  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Qoveinment,  and  in  this  opinion  only,  would 
the  treaty  have  been  agreed  to.  As  no  one  of  the 
arguments  which  have  at  various  times  been  arged 
on  this  subject,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
has  ever  yet  been  noticed,  the  undersigned  deem 
unnecessary  any  attempt  to  re-urge  or  to  strength- 
en them.  Vou  say  that  you  will  content  yourself 
"with  observing,  summarilyj  that  in  this  treaty 
everythioff  having  been  provided  to  tarn  the  nt»< 
trality  of  the  United  States  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  Freneh  Republic,  and  to  the  advantage  of 
EoglftBd ;  thai  the  Federal  Government  having, 
in  this  act,  made  to  Great  Britain  concessions  the 
most  unheard  of^the  most  incompatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  United  States^  and  the  most  dertv 
gatory  from  the  alltaace  which  existed  betweeo' 
the  said  States  and  the  French  Republic,  the  lafi> 
ter  was  perfectly  free  to  avail  itself  of  the  preser^ 
vatory  means  with  which  it  was  furnished  by  the 
laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  by  its  anterior 
treaty,  for  the  purpose  of  parrying  the  inconve- 
niences of  the  Treaty  of  London.  Such  are  the 
reasons  which  have  determined  the  arrets  of  the 
Directory  of  which  the  United  States  complaip, 
as  well  as  the  conduct  of!  ts  agents  in  the  An  til- 
lee,"  But  you  have  not  showu  a  sinsle  provision 

which  tuma  the  neutialityof  the  United  States 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  French  Republic,  awt 
to  the  advantage  of  England."  Iwve  not 

shown  a  single  concession  "incompatible  with  thn 
interests  of  the  United  States,"  or  "derogatory 
from  their  alliance  with  France." 

It  is  considered  aa  having  been  demonstrated 
that  this  treaty  leaves  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States,  with  respect  both  to  France  and  England, 
precisely  in  its  former  situation,  and  that  it  con- 
tains no  ct^ncessioDs  which  are  either  unusual,  or 
deroffatory  from  their  alliance  with  this  Repubtie. 
But  if  ID  forming  this  judgment  the  Amerinn 
Government  has  depeived  itself,  still  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  it  has  ever  manifested  a  readi- 
ness to  place  France  on  the  same  footing  of  Bng^ 
land,  with  respect  to  the  articles  complained  of. 

You  snppoae  that  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
between  France  and  the  United  States  justifieadwr 
arr^  of  which  the  latter  Power  complains :  but 
that  article  only  entitles  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  to  a  participation  of  any  particular  favor 
in  respect  of  commerce  or  navigation,  which 
might  theieafter  be  granted  by  the  other  to  other 
nations,  on  allowing  the  same  compensation,  if 
the  concession  was  conditional.  It  has  never 
been  pretended , to  extend  to  pre  existipg  rights 
held  and  exercised  under  the  law  of  nations,  and 
barely  recognised  by  any  subsequent  treaty.  If 
this  could  M  insisted  on,  still  it  was  shows  ineui- 
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leMably,  by  the  uDdersigned,  tbat  the  arr£t  parti- 
cularly compiaioed  oC  so  ftr  as  it  professes  to 
foand  iiself  od  the  treaty  with  Eng^nd.  greatly 
transcends  that  treaty,  and  in  iu  most  noxious 
article,  that  requiring  a  rAle  d'tqaipage.  has  no 
rdatton  to  it.  This  all-essentiu  circumstance 
yon  hare  not  been  pleased  to  notice ;  and  it  u  with 
infinite  regret  the  ondersi^ed  obserre  that  the 
divenssioDS  at  which  you  hint  are  to  be  Umiled  to 
the  abuses  of  the  princif^e  established  by  the  arrtt. 
and  not  extended  to  the  compatibility  of  the  prin- 
ciple iiself,  with  justice,  the  laws  of  nations,  or 
existing  treaties. 

It  is  well  known  that  such  a  discussion,  if  indeed 
the  ondersigned  could  be  permitted  to  enter  upon 
it,  wonld  avail  but  little,  since  the  vast  mass  of 
American  property  captured  by  the  cruisers,  and 
condemned  by  the  courts  of  France,  has  been 
foiiBd  in  ressels  not  furnished  with  a  rAle  d'^ni- 

The  ondersigned  hare  been  minute  in  their  at- 
tention to  erery  syllable  yon  have  uttered  on  this 
interesting  subject,  because  it  has  been  often  con- 
sidered as  baring  given  cause  of  just  irritation  to 
Prance,  and  they  are  sincerely  desirous  of  probing 
to  the  bottom  every  subject  which  may  have  as- 
sumed that  complexion.  Their  wish  is  unaffected, 
to  give  to  every  complaint  its  real  value,  in  order 
thus  to  prepare  the  way  for  accommodation,  by 
the  relinquishment  of  such  as  are  not  weUfounded. 
(and  the  admission  of  those  vriiieh  have  a  real 
existence. 

The  third  bead  of  your  complaints  relates  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
since  their  treaty  with  England. 

Yon  obserre  that,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion had  been  pot  in  execution,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  seemed  to  think  itself  dispensed 
from  the  observance  of  any  mensares  towards  this 
RepuUic,  and  yon  adduce  in  support  of  this  gen- 
eral observation : 

1st.  The  refusal  to  permit  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  the  sale  of  prizes  made  by  French 
cruisers. 

2dly.  The  invectives  and  calumnies  against 
the  French  Qovemment,  its  principles,  and  its 
officers,  contained  in  certain  journals  and  pamph- 
lets published  in  the  United  Slates,  dbc. 

3dty.  The  Speech  of  the  President  to  Congress 
in  May  last. 

Ist.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  does 
not  permit  the  sale  in  their  ports  of  prizes  made 
upon  England  by  the  ernisers  of  Fiance. 

Thefact  isadmitied.  To  erect  it  into  an  offence, ' 
it  becomes  necessary  to  prove  tbat  this  measure 
nolates  either  the  engagements  or  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States.  Neither  is  attempted.  To 
show  that  it  violates  neither,  had  this  been  ren- 
dered necessary,  would  by  no  means  hare  been 
deemedan  arduous  task.  ItwitI  now  only  briefly  be 
observedL  that  the  17ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce of  the  6th  of  February,  1776,  which  alone 
relates  to  this  subject,  so  far  from  stipulating  for 
the  sale  of  prizes  in  the  ports  of  either  nation,  limits 
itself  to  a  declaration,  that  the  captors  shall  have 
libarty  to  bring  them  into  port,  free  6om  duties, 


arrests,  and  searches,  an^to  departwith  thetn  totke 
places  expressed  in  their  commissions,  thereby  evi- 
dently contem]dating  the  then  existing  reznlatioBi 
of  ibis  nation.  France  has  manifested  her  on 

opinion  on  this  subject,  in  her  treaty  with  Oreit 
Britain  of  the  26tb  of  September,  1786.  The  ISlk 
article  ofthat treaty  declares,  *^that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  foreign  cruisers  who  shall  not  betbe 
subjects  of  one  or  the  other  Crown,  and  who  shall 
have  •commission  from  any  Prince  or  State,  nw- 
mies  of  the  one  or  the  other,  to  arm  their  resscb 
in  the  ports  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  said  tm 
kingdoms,  to  teU  tlure  what  they  ahaU  hone  taim. 
or  to  change  the  tame  m  any  manner  whateterr 
In  a  war  with  Ensrland.  then,  France  beinjrim-  i 
tral.  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States  are  forbid- 
den to  sell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  this  Repn^ 
lie.  The  17th  article  of  the  treaty  (rf  Febrwry, 
1778,  being  reciprocal,  France  has  pronotmeed  her 
decisitm,  that  it  does  not  give  her  cruisers  a  rigbt 
to  sell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  America.  If 
this  right  had  been  given  by  the  treaty  of  Pebra- 
ary,  1778,  that  between  the  United  States  and 
England  could  not  be  construed  to  impair*  ii. 
Nor  is  the  prohibition  a  departure  from  the  neo- 
trality  of  the  United  Stales.  A  nation  to  violate 
its  neutrality  must  manifest  a  partiality  (orumtfd 
the  belligerent  Powers,  must  accord  favors  not 
stipulated  by  pre-existing  treaties  to  <Hie.  whicb 
it  refuses  to  the  other.  This  is  not  even  alle^ 
in  the  present  insunce.  Far  from  permittiog 
British  cruisers  to  sell,  in  the  United  State5,  phfci 
they  have  made  on  the  French,  they  are  not  em 
allowed  to  bring  them  into  port.  A  candid  cm- 
sideration  of  this  subject  will  prore  that  the  with* 
drawal  of  a  favor,  the  grant  m  which  manifatel 
so  strongly  the  attachments  of  the  United  Slates, 
fa^  from  justifying  the  resentments  which  hare 
been  expressed  in  eonsequenee  of  it,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  solicitude  of  the  American  Oot- 
emment  to  render  perfectly  unexceptionaUe  its 
observance  of  that  neutrality  which  ii  i>rofesse)  to 
maintain.  It  has  been  shown  unequivocally  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  contracting  partiei 
that  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1778,  did  not  give  to  either,  being  at  war, 
a  right  to  sell  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  other 
being  at  peace.  It  is  not  pretended  that  this  ii 
one  of  the  rights  accruing,  without  a  special  sti- 
pulation, under  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations. 

It  is  not,  then,  a  right  at  all.  If  granted,  it  is  i 
voluntary  favor.  But  a  voluntary  favor  esseatial 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  if  granted  hy  a  an- 
tral to  one  belligerent  Power,  and  of  necessitf 
refused  to  the  other,  affords  to  that  other  at  least 
a  more  plausible'  pretext  for  com[daint  than  has 
been  given  by  any  other  act  of  the  GoverDneBi 
of  the  United  States.  What,  in  such  a  situation, 
would  have  been  the  language  of  France?  WoaM 
this  Republic  permit  a  neutral  nation,  not  bound 
thereto  by  any  obligation  whatever,  to  allow  a 
its  ports,  as  a  voluntary  favor,  the  sale  of  priies 
made  on  French  citizens,  while  the  same  favor 
was  of  necessity  denied  to  the  crhisers  of  Praocef 

It  is  believed  tbat  nich  a  use  of  neutraliir  wooM 
not  be  permitted,  and  the  undersigned  MieitaR 
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theouelTOs  and  their  eouatry  that  the  Gh}Tern- 
meot  they  represent  has  nerer  iatentionally  gireo 
to  this  Republic  any  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  as 
serious  as  this  would  hare  been.  You  will  not 
iuH  to  observe,  Citizen  Minister,  that  this  heavy 
accn&ation,  when  analyzed,  is  nothing  more  than 
the  refusal  of  a  mere  favor  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Oovemment,  thesrantof  wnich  might 
hare  been  dangerous  to  itsel?,  might  hare  drawn 
it  from  that  neutral  station  which  it  is  its  duty  to 
observe,  and  which  favor  France  had  previoubly, 
in  the  most  explicit  term^^  declared  its  determina- 
tion not  to  grant  under  similar  circumstances  to 
the  United  States. 

Sdly.  Your  secondallegationis,  that  thejournals 
kaown  to  be  iadiiectlj  under  the  control  of  the 
Calmet  have  redoubled  their  iaTective*  and  eal- 
Qnin*ies  against  the  Republic,  its  magistrates,  and 
its  envoys ;  and  that  pamphlets  openly  paid  for 
by  theMioister  of  Qreat  Britain  have  reproduced, 
ander  ererjr  fonn,  those  insults  and  calumnies, 
without  having  ever  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
Qovernmentto  a  state  of  tbings  so  scandalous, 
and  which  it  muht  have  repressed." 

The  geain<t  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  opin- 
ioDS  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be 
overruled  by  those  who  administer  the  Govern- 
ment. Among  those  principles  deemed  sacred  in 
America;  among  those  sacred  righiit  considered 
IS  forming  the  bulwark  of  their  liberty,  which  the 
Government  cooiemplates  with  awful  reverence, 
ud  would  approach  only  with  the  most  cautious 
eireumspeciioo,  there  is  no  one  of  which  the  im- 
portance is  naore  deeply  impressed  on  the  public 
mind  than  the  liberty  of  the  press.  That  this 
liberty  is  oAen  carried  to  excess,  that  it  has  some- 
times degenerated  into  licentiousness,  is  seen  and 
lamented ;  but  the  remedy  has  not  yet  been  dis- 
covwed.  Perhaps  it  is  an  evil  inseparable  from 
the  good  with  which  it  is  allied;  perhaps  it  is  a 
shoot  which  cannot  be  stripped  from  the  stalk 
without  wounding  vitally  the  plant  from  which 
it  is  torn.  However  desirable  those  measures 
might  be  which  might  correct  without  enslaving 
the  press,  they  have  never  yet  been  devised  in 
America.  No  regulations  exist  which  enable  the 
Oovernment  to  suppress  whatever  calumnie»  and 
invectives  any  individual  may  choose  to  offer  to 
the  puUie  eye ;  or  to  puoish  such  calumnies  and 
inrectivea,  otherwise  than  by  a  legal  prosecation 
u  eonrts  which  are  alike  open  to  all  who  consi- 
der themselves  as  injured.  Without  doubt  this 
abuse  of  a  valuable  privilege  is  matter  of  peculiar 
rmet  when  it  is  extended  to  the  Government  of 
a  foreign  nation.  The  undersigned  are  persuaded 
it  never  has  been  so  extended  wth  the  approlM- 
bon  of  the  Goverument  of  the  United  States. 
DiscusaioDs  respecting  the  conduct  of  foreign 
Powers,  especially  on  points  respecting  the  rights 
and  interests  of  America,  are  unavoidably  made 
in  a  nation  where  public  measures  are  the  results 
of  public  opinion;  and  certainly  do  not  furnish 
cause  of  reproach ;  but  it  is  believed  that  calumny 
and  invective  have  never  been  substituted  for  the 
manly  reasoning  of  an  enlightened  and  injured 
P«^,  without  giving  pain  to  thoae  wbo  adrain- 


ister  the  affairs  of  the  Union.  Certainljr  this  of- 
fence, if  it  be  deemed  by  France  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  be  worthy  of  notice,  has  not  been  coD' 
fined  to  this  Republic.    It  has  been  still  more 

Erofusety  lavisheu  on  its  enemies,  and  has  even 
sen  bestowed  with  an  unsparing  hand  on  the 
Federal  Government  itself.  Nothing  can  be  more 
notorious  than  the  calumnies  and  invectives  with 
which  the  wisest  measures  and  the  most  virtuous 
Characters  of  the  United  States  have  been  pur- 
sued and  traduced.  It  is  a  calamity  incident  to 
the  nature  of  liberty,  and  which  can  produce  no 
serious  evil  to  France.  It  is  a  calamity  occa- 
sioned neither  by  the  direct  nor  indirect  iaftuenee 
of  the  American  Govemmeot.  In  fact  that  Gov- 
ernment is  believed  to  ezereiee  no  influence  over 
any  press.  You  must  he  sensible,  Citizen  Min- 
ister, with  how  much  truth  the  same  complaint 
might  be  urged  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
You  must  know  well  what  degrading  and  un- 
worthy calumnies  against  their  Government,  its 
principles,  and  its  officers,  have  been  published  to 
the  world  by  French  journalists  and  in  French 
pamphlets;  that  Government  has  even  been 
charged  with  betraying  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation,  with  having  put  itself  under  the  guidance 
of,  nay  more,  with  having  sold  itself  to,  a  foreign 
Court.  But  these  calumnies,  atrocious  as  they 
are,  have  never  constituted  a  subject  of  complaint 
against  France.  Had  not  other  causes,  infinitely 
more  serious  and  weighty,  interrupted  the  harmo- 
ny of  the  two  Republics,  it  would  still  have  re- 
maifaed  unimpaired,  and  the  mission  of  the  under^ 
signed  would  never  have  been  rendered  necessary. 

3dly.  You  complain  of  the  Speech  of  the  Pres- 
ident made  to  Congress  in  May  last.  It  denounces, 
you  say,  the  Executive  Directory,  as  searching  to 
propagate  anarchy  and  division  in  the  United 
States.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
iropoies  on  the  President  this  important  daty : 
He  shall  from  time  to  time  five  to  the  Congress 
information  of  the  state  of  the  Union."  It  hav- 
ing been  deemed  proper  to  recall  the  Minister 
from  the  United  Slates  to  this  Republic,  and  to 
replace  him  by  a  citizen,  the  objects  of  whose 
mission,  as  expressed  in  his  letters  of  credence^ 
were  *'to  maintain  that  good  understanding  which, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  alliance,  bad  sub- 
sisted between  the  two  nations ;  and  to  efihee  tm- 
fiiToraUe  impressions,  banish  snspteions,  and  to 
restore  that  cordiality  which  was  at  once  the  evi- 
dence and  pledn  of  a  friendly  union."  The 
President  of  the  Directory  addressed  the  recalled 
Minister  in  the  following  terms:  "  In  presenting 
to-day  to  the  Executive  Directory  your  letters  <h 
recall,  you  give  to  Europe  a  straoffc  spectacle. 
France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  surrounded  with  the 
train  of  her  victories,  strong  in  the  esteem  of  her 
allies,  will  not  abase  hersSf  by  calculating  the 
consequences  of  the  condescension  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  the  sunestioos  of  iu  ancient 
tyrants.  The  French  Repohlic  hopes,  moreover, 
that  the  successors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
Penn.  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never 
forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will 
weigh  in  their  wisdom  the  magnanimous  good 
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will  of  the  French  peof^e  with  the  cnfij  orcMei 
of  certain  perfidious  persons,  who  meditate  to 
bring  them  back  to  their  ancient  alarery.  Assure, 
Mr.  MioiBier,  the  good  American  people  that, 
like  them,  we  adore Tiberijr ;  that  they  will  always 
have  our  esteem,  and  that  they  wiU  find  in  the 
French  people  that  repoblican  generoeity  which 
knows  as  well  how  to  gram  peace  as  la  cause  its 
•orereignty  to  be  respected." 

The  change  of  a  Minister  is  ao  ordinary  act 
for  which  no  Ooveromeot  is  aceoaatable  to  ano- 
ther, and  which  has  not  heretofore  been  '^a  strange 
spectacle"  in  France,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
Burope.  It  appears  to  be  a  measure  not  of  itself 
ealoDlatcd  to  draw  on  the  Oovernment  making 
ineb  ebange  the  strictures  or  the  resentments  of 
Uie  Daiion  to  which  the  Minister  is  deputed. 
Bueh  an  efleel,  produced  by  to  inadeqaate  a  cause, 
could  not  fail  to  commaml  attention,  while  it  ex- 
cited surprise. 

This  official  speech,  addressed  by  the  Govern- 
ment  of  France  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
through  its  Minister,  charges  that  QoTernment 
with  condescensions  to  the  suggestions  of  its  an- 
cient tyrants,  speak!  of  the  crafty  caresse:^  of  cer- 
tain perfidious  persons  who  meditate  to  bring 
back  the  successors  of  Columbus,  Raleigb,  and 
Penn,  to  tbeir  ancient  slavery,  and  desires  the 
Minister  to  assure,  not  his  Govemmeni,  but  the 
good  peopU  of  America,  that  they  will  always 
nave  the  esteem  of  France,  and  that  they  will  find 
in  the  French  people  that  republican  generosity 
which  knows  as  well  how  to  grant  peaoetoto 
eaoio  ita  sovereignty  to  be  respected. 

That  a  Minister  should  carry  any  usurances 
from  a  foreign  Government  to  the  people  of  his 
nation  is  as  remarkable  as  the  diSmoce  between 
the  manner  in  which  his  Gk)vernment  and  his  peo- 
ple are  addressed.  His  Qoveroment  are  charged 
with  condescension  to  the  suggestions  of  the  an- 
eiant  tyrants  of  his  country,  nut  the  pe<^le  are 
eoosidered  as  loving  liberty,  and  they  are  to  be  as- 
sured of  the  perpetual  esteem  of  France.  This 
esteem  they  are  to  weigh  against  the  crafty  ca- 
resses of  those  perfidious  persons  who  mediate  to 
bring  tbem  back  to  their  former  slavery. 

When  this  Speech,  thus  addressed  directly  to 
the  Qovernment  and  people  of  the  United  Sutes,in 
the  face  of  Europe  and  the  world,  came  to  be  con- 
aidered  in  connexion  with  other  measures;  when 
it  came  to  be  considered  in  connexion  with  the 
wide  sprnding  devastation  to  which  their  eom- 
meroe  was  subj[ecied,  with  the  cruel  severities 

Eutiaed  on  iheir  seamen,  with  the  recall  of  the 
iniiter  of  France  from  (he  United  States,  and 
the  very  extraordinary  manner  in  which  that  recall 
was  signified  by  him  both  to  the  Quveriunent  and 
people,  with  the  reliisal  even  to  hear  the  messen- 

ST  of  peace,  deputed  from  the  United  States  for 
e  itole  purpose  of  conciliation,  it  could  not  fail  to 
make  oa  the  American  mind  a  deep  and  serious 
impression.  It  was  considered  as  a  fhct  too  im- 
plant to  be  held  from  Congress,  by  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  which  is  charged  with 
the  dotif*  of  maintaining  its  intercoarse  with  for- 
eign MtioM^  and  of  making  communicMions  to 


the  Legislature  of  the  Union.  The  Bresidat, 
therefore,  did  coromuDienic  it  in  the  following 
words:  "With  this  conduct  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, it  will  be  proper  to  uke  into  view  tltc 

Eublic  audience  given  to  the  late  Minister  of  the 
'sited  States  on  his  taking  leave  of  the  Bxeca- 
tire  Directory.  The  Speech  of  the  President  dii- 
closes  sentiments  more  alarming  than  the  refinal 
of  a  Minister,  because  more  dangnous  to  ooria* 
dependence  and  onion,  and  at  the  same  tiawttn- 
dioosly  marked  with  indignities  towards  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  States.  It  evinces  s  dis- 
position to  separate  the  people  of  the  Unrted 
States  from  the  Government;  to  persuade  tbem 
that  they  have  dififerent  affections,  jmociples,  snd 
interests,  from  those  of  their  feUow-citizens,  whoa 
they  themselves  have  chosen  to  manage  their 
common  eoneems,  nnd  thus  to  produce  divilioBi 
fatal  to  our  peace.  Such  attempts  oiufat  to  bel^ 
pelled  with  a  decision  which  shall  conriim 
France  and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded 
people,  humiliated  under  a  colonial  spirit  of  Hm 
and  sense  of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  ousnalk 
instruments  of  foreign  influence,  and  r^idknof 
national  honor,  character,  andioieresL 

"  I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  throws  a 
veil  over  these  transactions,  if  it  had  been  possiUe 
to  conceal  them ;  but  they  have  passed  on  the 
great  theatre  of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all  En- 
rope  and  America,  and  with  such  circumsiances 
of  publicity  and  solemnity,  that  they  cannot  be  dts- 
guined,  and  will  not  be  soon  forgotten  ;  they  hare 
inflicted  a  wound  in  the  American  breast.  Itismf 
sincere  desire,  however,  that  it  may  be  healed. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  communication  will  be 
viewed  in  its  true  light  j  that  it  will  no  longer  be 
considered  as  a  denunciation  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  but  as  the  statement  of  an  all-importaiu 
fact  by  one  department  of  the  American  GoTen- 
ment  to  another,  the  making  of  which  wasenjois- 
ed  by  the  duties  of  the  highest  obligation. 

The  undersigned  have  now.  Citizen  Minister, 
passed  through  thecomplaints  you  urgeagaiasttk 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Tbejr  bare 
endeavored  to  consider  those  complaints  iaifu- 
tially,  and  to  weigh  them  in  the  scales  of  jmtiec 
and  of  truth.  If  any  of  them  be  well  fiMwIei. 
France  herself  could  not  demand  more  rea^ 
than  America  would  make  reparation  for  the  ia> 
jury  sustained.  The  President  of  the  Uaitsi 
States  has  said,  "  If  we  have  committed  ertoi^ 
and  these  can  be  demonstrated,  we  shall  be  wiU' 
ing  to  correct  them ;  if  we  have  done  iojorics, 
we  shall  be  willing,  on  conviction,  to  redren 
them."  Tbes#  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the 
Giovernment  have  been  felt  in  all  their  force  by 
the  undersigned,  and  have  coiuiantly  teguisu' 
their  conduct. 

The  undersigned  will  not  resume,  Citizen  Ma- 
ister.  the  painful  task  of  re-urging  the  mtUdptiei 
injuries  which  have  been  accumulated  on  their 
country,  and  which  have  been  in  some  degree  d^ 
tailed  in  tbeir  menKNrial  of  the  17th  JanoarylM 
They  cannot,  however,  decline  to  remoostia* 
agniut  a  meuure  wkiieh  hiis  been  ubomm 
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•inoe  that  date.  The  Legislative  Councils  of  the 
French  Republic  have  decreed  thai, 

^  1st.  The  coodition  of  ships,  io  every  thing 
which  concerns  their  character  as  neutrals  oreoe- 
mies,  shall  be  determined  hy  their  cargo;  conse- 
quently, every  vessel  found  at  sea,  laden  in  whole 
or  in  pari  with  merchandise  coming  out  of  Eng- 
land, or  its  posvessions,  shall  be  declared  good 
prize,  whoever  may  be  theproprietorsof  such  com- 
modities or  merchandise. 

"Sdly.  No  foreign  vessel,  which  in  the  course  of 
its  voyage  shall  have  entered  into  an  English  port, 
shall  oe  admitted  into  any  port  of  the  French  Re- 
public, but  in  the  case  of  necessity ;  in  which  case, 
such  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  from  sucll 
port  so  soon  as  the  cause  of  entry  shall  have 
ceased." 

This  decree  too  deepljr  afiects  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  to  remain  unattended  to  by  their 
Ministers.  They  pray  yon,  therefore,  Citizen  Min- 
jstei,  to  receive  their  respectful  represatations 
concerning  it. 

The  object  of  the  decree  is,  to  cut  off  all  direct 
intercourse  between  neutrals  and  Great  Britain, 
or  its  poss^ions,  and  to  prevent  the  acquisition, 
eren  by  circuitous  commerce,  of  those  articles 
which  come  from  Bngland  or  its  dominions. 

The  rigjit  of  one  nation  to  exchange  with  ano- 
ther the  surplus  produce  of  its  labor,  for  those  mr- 
tieles  which  may  supply  its  wants  or  administn 
to  its  comfort  is  too  essential  to  have  been  ever 
classed  among  those  admitted  to  be  in  any  degree 
doubtful.  It  is  a  right  in  ceding  which  a  nation 
would  cede  the  privU^e  of  regulating  its  own  in- 
terests, and  providing  tor  its  own  welfare.  When 
any  two  nations  shaU  choose  to  make  war  on  each 
other,  they  have  never  been  considered,  nor  can 
they  be  considered  as  thereby  authorizing  them- 
selves to  impair  the  essential  rights  of  those  who 
may  choose  to  remain  at  peace.  Consequently, 
these  rights,  the  free  exercise  of  which  is  essen- 
tial to  Its  interests  and  welfare,  must  be  retaiiied 
1^  a  neutral  Power,  whatever  nations  may  be  in- 
nlved  in  a  war. 

The  ri^ht  of  a  belligerait  to  restrain  a  neutral 
from  assisting  bis  enemy  by  supplying  him  with 
those  articles  which  are  defined  as  eoutralmnd,  has 
been  universally  submitted  to;  but  to  cut  on  all 
iBtereoune  between  neutrab  and  an  enemy ;  to 
declare  Uiat  any  single  article  which  may  have 
come  from  possessions  of  an  enemy,  whoever  may 
he  its  owner,  shall  of  itself  be  su^cient  to  con- 
demn both  vessel  and  cargo,  is  to  exercise  a  con- 
trol over  the  conduct  of  neutrals,  which  war  can 
never  give,  and  which  is  alike  incompatible  with 
their  dignity  and  iheir  welfare. 

The  righu  of  belligerents  are  the  same.  If  this 
might  be  exercised  by  one,  so  might  it  be  exer- 
cised by  every  other.  If  it  might  be  exercised  in 
the  present,  so  it  might  be  exercised  in  every 
future  war.  This  decree  is,  therefore,  on  the  part 
of  France,  the  practical  assertion  of  a  principle 
wlkich  would  destroy  all  direct  or  circuitous  com- 
merce between  belligerent  and  neutral  Powers, 
wltifih  would  QfkeninEerru|rt  the  business  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  world,  and  withdraw  or  change 


the  employment  of  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
the  human  race. 

This  is  not  all.  It  is  the  exercist-  of  a  power 
which  war  is  not  admitted  to  give,  and  whioh, 
therefore,  may  be  assumed  io  peace  as  well  as  war. 

It  essentially  afftcis  (he  internal  economy  of 
nations,  and  deranges  that  course  of  industry 
which  they  have  a  right  to  pui8ae,and  on  whicii 
their  prosperity  depends. 

To  acquiesce,  therefore,  in  the  existing  aute  of 
things,  under  a  principle  so  extensive  and  so  per- 
nicious, is  to  establish  a  precedent  for  national 
degradation  which  can  never  cease  to  apply,  and 
woicb  will  authorize  any  measures  which  power 
may  be  disposed  to  practice. 

France,  therefore,  will  perceive  that  neutral  Gov- 
erniuents,  whatever  may  be  their  disposition  to- 
wards this  Republic,  are  impelled  by  duties  of  the 
highest  obiigatioi),  to  remonstrate  against  a  decree, 
which  at  the  same  lime  invades  their  interests  and 
their  independence,  which  takes  from  them  the 
profits  ofan  honest  and  lawful  industry,  as  well  as 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  conducting  their  own 
affairs  as  their  own  judgments  may  direct. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  remonstrances  of  the  United 
States  on  this  subject  will  derive  additional  force 
from  their  sQl»isting  engagements  with  France, 
and  from  a  situation  peculiar  to  themselves. 

The  twenty-third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity 
and  Commerce,  of  the  6th  of  February,' 1778,  is  in 
these  words :  "  It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular 
the  subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  ana  the 
citizens,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
Slates,  to  sail  with  their  ships,  with  all  manner  of 
liberty  and  security,  no  distinction  being  made 
who  are  the  proprieiorx  of  the  merchandises  laden 
thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  those  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmity  with  the 
Most  ChriKtian  King  or  the  United  Slates.  It 
shall  likewise  be  Iambi  for  the  subjects  and  inhab- 
tants  aforesaid,  to  sail  with  the  ships  and  merchan- 
dises aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same 
liberty  and  security  from  the  places,  ports,  and 
havens,  of  those  who  are  enemies  of  both  or  other 
party,  without  any  opposition  or  disturbance  what- 
soever, not  only  directly  from  the  places  of  the 
enemy  beforementioned,  to  neutral  places,  but  also 
from  one  place,  belonging  to  an  enemy,  to  ano- 
ther place  belonging  to  on  enemy,  whether  they 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  Prince,  w 
under  several.  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  that 
free  ships  shall  also  give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and 
that  everything  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  ex- 
empt, which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  confederates 
although  the  whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof, 
should  appertain  to  the  enemies  of  either — contra- 
band goods  being  always  excepted.  It  is  also 
agreed,  io  like  manner,  that  the  same  liberty  be 
extended  topersons  who  are  on  board  a  free  ship, 
with  this  effect,  that,  although  they  be  enemies  to 
both  or  either  |wrty,  they  are  not  to  be  token  oat 
of  that  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers,  and  in 
actual  service ottbe enemy." 

The  two  nations,  contemplating  and  providing 
for  Ihecaae  when  one  may  be  at  war,  a«d  the  oihtr 
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-  u  peace,  solemnly  stipalate  and  pledge  thnDselres 
to  each  other,  tbat,  io  such  ao  eveot,  the  sabjeeu 
or  citizens  of  the  party  at  peace  may  freely  trade 
with  the  eDemjr  cS  the  other,  laay  freely  sail 
with  their  ships,  in  all  maoaer  ofseearity,  to  and 
from  any  port  or  place  belooging  to  such  enemy. 
Not  only  good*  coming  from  the  hostile  territory, 
bat  the  Terr  goods  of  the  enemy  himself  may  be 
carried  with  safety  in  the  vessels  of  either  of  the 
eontraetioe  parties. 

Ton  wiuperceire,  Citizen  Minister,  witnoat  re- 
quiring the  andersigned  to  execute  the  painful 
task  of  drawing  the  contrast  how  openly  and  en- 
tirely the  decree  of  the  councils  oi^mses  itself  to  the 
treaty  between  France  and  United  Sutes. 

In  addition  to  the  hitherto  ooceded  rights  of  a 
lorereigD  and  independent  sovereign,  in  addition 
to  the  rigbt  stipulated  by  contract,  ibe undersigned 
will  respectfully  eubmitotber  considerations  grow- 
ing out  of  the  peculiar  sitaation  of  the  Uotted 
States,  manifesting  the  particalar  hardships  the 
decree  complained  of  most  impose  on  them. 

In  possession  of  a  rich,  exteosive,  and  unsettled 
eonnlry,  the  labor  of  the  United  States  is  not  yet 
sufficient  for  the  fUU  cultivation  of  its  soil  and, 
consequently,  but  a  very  small  portion  of  it  can 
have  been  applied  to  manufactures.  Articles  of  the 
first  necessity  and  comfort  are  imported,  in  ez- 
cliange  for  provisions  and  for  the  raw  materials 
which  are  tne  growth  of  the  country,  and  which 
its  inhabitants  are  acustomed  to  raise. 

It  is  at  any  time  extremely  difficult,  nor  is  it  prac- 
ticable without  great  loss,  to  change  suddenly  the 
haints  of  a  whow  people,  and  that  course  of  indus- 
try in  which  their  population  and  their  real  inter- 
ests have  engaged  them.  An  agricultural  cannot 
suddenly,  and  at  will,  become  a  manufaciuriog 
people — the  United  Stales  cannot  insuntaneously, 
on  the  mere  passing  of  a  decree,  transfer  to  the 
manufacturer  of  articles  heretofore  imported  sucb 
a  portion  of  their  labor  as  will,  at  the  same  time, 
furnish  a  market  for  the  surplus  commodities,  and 
a  supply  for  the  wants  of  the  cultivator  of  the  soil. 
It  therefore,  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  sur- 
render their  foreign  commerce. 

Independent  of  the  ri^iht  they  possess,  io  com- 
mon with  others,  to  search  for  ana  choose  the  best 
markets,  it  is  believed  that  the  supplies  they  need 
could  with  difficulty,  io  the  actual  state  of  the 
world,  be  completely  furnished,  without  the  aid 
of  EngUad  and  its  possessions.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended that  France  manufactures,  at  present,  for 
foreign  consumption,  nor  do  the  undersigned  sup- 
pose that  there  exists  a  market  where  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  can  obtain  in  exchange  the 
articles  they  need  and  are  accustomed  to  consume, 
if  those  coming  out  of  England  and  its  possessions 
be  entirely  excluded.  A  variety  of  other  consid- 
erations, and  especially  the  difficulties  individuaU 
must  encounter  in  suddenly  breaking  old  and 
forming  new  coooexions,  in  forcing  all  their  com- 
merce into  channels  not  yet  well  explored,  in  tra- 
ding without  a  sufficient  capital  to  countries  where 
ihey  have  no  credit,  combine  to  render  almost  im- 
possible  an  immediate  dttsolmion  of  commercial 


intercourse  betwera  the  United  States  tad  Great 

Britain. 

If.  then,  the  decree  complained  of  shall  be  ev- 
ented on  American  vesssels.  it  can  iHily  iaemK 
grievaoces  already  but  too  considerable,  ud  tnai- 
ter  the  carriage  of  Bnglisb  manufactures,  for 
American  consumption,  from  their  uwd  to  Britiib 
bottom.*,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  a  cosvoy. 
Instead  of  wounding  Boglajid,  it  will  probably  ag- 
grandize  its  marine,  by  sacrificing  the  remnsot  of 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  by  destroying  tkai 
system  of  policy  by  which  thev  have  ben^<n 
sought  to  give  their  own  vessels  tbat  portion  of 
their  own  carrying  trade,  which  would  othswiK 
be  enjoyed  by  British  merchants. 

Yon  have  made  aome  general  animadrcmai 
00  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  iriuek 
the  undersigned  feA  tbemselvea  boand  briefi;  to 
notice. 

Tou  Iwve  charged  that  Government  with  girng 
instmetions  not  in  the  sincere  intention  of  snir- 
ing  at  pacific  results,  and  yet  the  undersipeJ 
have  ofiered  to  change  those  elatues  in  the  treat; 
of 1778  which  have  become  inconvenient  to Prucc, 
and  to  repair  any  iqjuriei  which  may  have  bm 
committed. 

You  have  charged  tliat  Government  with  (mil- 
ting  nothing  to  prolong  and  angmeot  the  mim- 
derstanding  between  the  two  Republics;  botdeei 
not  the  fact  that  the  undersigned  are  now  in  Para 
furnish  persuasive  evidence  to  the  contrary? 

You  have  chafed  it  with  searching  to  jostif;, 
by  deceitful  appearances,  the  prejudices  with  wliu 
it  snrrounds  iat  pleasnre  the  name  of  the  RepoUie, 
and  the  system  of  exasperation  and  separation  pn- 
sued  in  this  respect  with  the  strangest  obstinacy. 
But  has  not  this  Republic,  in  terms  the  moit 
cordial,  been  again  and  again  entreated  to  oiler  iots 
a  candid  investigation  of  the  mutual  compltioti 
of  the  two  natioos  t  Have  not  these  eotreaiio 
been  unnoticed,  whilst  the  Ministers  deputed  to 
make  them  bare  remained  unaccredited  t 

You  have  cbai^red  with  wishing  to  seize  tlit 
first  favorable  occasion  for  consummating  an  inti- 
male  union  with  a  Power,  towards  which  a  dero- 
tion  and  partiality  are  professed  which  have  loo{ 
constituteid  the  principle  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Federal  Government ;  but  whilst  no  devotioB  ot 
p«riiality  has  been  expressed  for  any  nattoa  exccft 
France,  have  not  the  United  State*  made,anliK 
they  not  still  making,the  moat eztraordinarvefibitt 
to  restore  the  broken  relntioaa  between  tne  t«o 
RepnUies? 

In  a  letter  discussing  the  important  intertsti  A 
two  great  nations,  the  undersigned  are  uowiUinS 
tointrodnce  what  relates  personally  tothemselrefc 

This  unwished  for  task  has  been  rendered  a 
duty,  by  ascribing  to  tbem  opinions  and  relatiov 
which  exist  in  imagination  only,and  byaddueiu 
those  supposed  opinions  and  relations  as  prooB 
of  an  indisposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Goreo- 
menl  which  has  deputed  them,  towards  that  u- 
commodatioD  which  has  been  sought  so  uareoit- 
tin^y  though  all  those  difficulties  and  iBp>^ 
ments  with  which  the  pnraoit  has  been  aww- 
rassed. 
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You  are  pleased  to  add,  that  these  ioteoiions 
ire  su  little  disguised   that  Dothiag seems  to  have 
been  neglected  at  Philadelphia,  to  n^anifest  them 
to  erery  eye.   It  is  probaUy  with  this  view  that 
it  has  been  judged  proper  to  send  to  the  French  ; 
Republic  persons  whose  opinions  and  relations ; 
ate  too  wefl  known  to  hope  ironi  them  dispositions  ' 
sincerely  conciliatory."  I 

The  opinions  and  relations  of  the  undersigned  i 
are  purely  American,  unmixed  with  any  partide  | 
of  foreign  tint.  } 

If  they  possess  a  quality  on  which  they  pride 
themselves,  it  is  an  attachment  to  the  happiness 
ind  welfare  of  their  country;  if  they  could  at  will 
■elect  the  means  of  manifesting  that  attachment, 
it  would  be  by  eflfeeting  aaiocere  and  real  accom- 
modation between  Fnuee  and  the  United  States, 
OD  principles  promoting  the  interests  of  both,  imd 
consistent  witn  the  in^pendence  of  the  latter. 

It  requires  no  assurance  to  convince,  that  every 
real  American  must  wish  sincerely  to  extricate 
bis  country  from  the  ills  it  suffers,  and  from  the 
greater  ills  with  which  it  is  threatened ;  but  all  who 
loTe  liberty  must  admit  that  it  does  not  exist  in  a 
nation  which  cannot  exercise  the  right  of  maio- 
laiaing  its  neutrality.  If  "  opinions  and  relations," 
sach  as  these,  are  incompatible  with  dispositions 
sincerely  conciliatory,"  then  indeed  has  the  Fed- 
eral Government  chosen  unfit  iDstruments  for  the 
expression  of  its  pacific  disposition. 

You  contrast  tne  conduct  observod  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  uuderaaalogous  circumstances,  towards 
the  Cabinet  of  St.  James's,  with  that  which  is  ob- 
served towards  this  Republic.  Tou  say  that,  on 
diat  oceasioD,  there  was  a  solicitude  to  send  to 
London  Ministers  well  known  to  possess  senti- 
ments conformable  to  the  objects  of  their  mission ; 
that  the  Republic  has  a  ri^ht  to  count  upon  a  sim- 
ilar deference ;  and  that  it  a  like  attention  has  not 
been  observed  with  respect  to  it,  it  is  too  probable 
that  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  views  already 
indicated. 

If,  unfortunately,  the  cases  shall  exhibit  a  con- 
trast, it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  characters  the 
CDited  States  have  thought  proper  to  employ,  or 
in  the  conduct  of  their  Oovernment,  otherwise 
than  by  the  superior  attention  manifested  towards 
this  Republic^  and  never  shown  to  any  other  na- 
tioD,  in  deputmg  to  it,  with  ample  powers,  three 
Envcm  Extraonliiuiry  and  Ministers  Plenipoten- 
Uary  nram  the  three  great  divisions  of  the  United 
States.  The  Ministers  sent  to  the  Cabinet  of  St. 
James,  greatly  deserved  the  confidence  of  their 
country,  but  they  did  not  possess  sentiments  more 
conformable  to  the  objects  of  their  mission  than 
those  deputed  to  this  R«public.  They  did  not 
wish  more  ardently  to  efiect  reconciliation  ;  nor 
IB  it  believed  that  any  person  who  could  have 
been  deputed  to  that  Cabinet,  would  have  submit- 
ted to  greater  sacrifices  in  order  toobtafn  it.  Had 
their  application  for  compensation  for  past  inju- 
ries, and  security  against  their  future  commis- 
sion, been  only  met  by  requisitions,  a  compliance 
with  which  would  involve  their  nation  in  ills,  of 
which  war  perhaps  might  not  be  the  most  consid- 
erable ;  had  all  attempts  to  remove  tmfavorable 
5lh  Con.— no 


impressions  failed,  and  all  offers  to  make  explana- 
tions been  rejected  ;  can  it  be  believed,  that  other 
Ministers  (the  first  having  been  ordered  out  of  the 
nation)  would  have  waited  six  months  unaccredi- 
ted, soliciting  permisiiian  to  display  the  upright 
principles  on  which  their  Government  had  acted, 
and  the  amicable  sentiments  by  which  it  was  ani- 
mated? 

The  undersigned  are  induced,  Citizen  Minister, 
to  pray  your  attention  to  these  plain  truths,  from 
a  conviction  that  they  manifest  unequivocally 
the  friendly  temper  of  the  Federal  Oovernment, 
and  the  extreme  reluctance  with  which  the  hope 
of  an  accommodation  with  France  wotild  be  re- 
linquished. 

The  undersigned  observe,  with  infinite  regre^ 
that  the  disposition  manifested  to  treat  with  the 
Minister  who  might  be  selected  by  this  Oovern- 
ment, is  not  accompanied  with  any  assurances  of 
receding  from  those  demands  of  money,  hereto- 
fore made  the  considerations  on  which  alone  the 
cessation  of  hostility  on  American  commerce, 
could  be  obtained ;  to  which  the  undersigned  have 
not  the  power  to  accede ;  with  which  the  United 
States  would  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  com- 
ply ;  and  a  compliance  with  Which  would  violate 
that  faith  pledged  for  the  observance  of  neutrality ; 
and  would  involve  them  in  a  disastrous  war,  with 
which  they  hare  no  concern.  Nor  do  youanswer 
to  the  applications  which  have  been  made  for 
compensation  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
for  property  which  shall  be  proved  to  have  been 
taken  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  existing 
treaties,  otherwise  than  that  you  are  willing  to 
discuss  cases  where  there  has  been  a  departure 
from  certain  principles,  which  principles,  m  fact, 
involve  almost  every  case. 

You  have  signified,  Citizen  Minister,  that  the 
Executive  Directory  is  disposed  to  treat  with  one 
of  the  Envoys,  and  you  hope  that  this  overture 
will  not  be  attended,  on  the  part  of  the  under- 
signed, with  any  serious  diflScuIty.  Every  propo- 
sition of  the  Executive  Directory  is  considered 
with  the  most  minute  and  respectful  attention. 

The  result  of  a  deliberation,  on  this  point,  is 
that  no  one  of  the  undersigned  is  authorized  to 
take  upon  himself  a  nej^otiation,  evidently  en- 
trusted by  the  tenor  of  iheir  powers  and  instruc- 
tions to  the  whole ;  nor  are  there  any  two  of  them 
who  can  propose  to  withdraw  themselves  from 
the  task  committed  to  them  by  their  Government, 
while  there  remains  a  possibinty^  of  perfimtting  it. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  prejudices,  said  to  have 
been  conceived  against  the  Ministers  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  will  be  dissipated  by  the  tmtfas  they 
have  stated. 

If  in  this  hope  they  shall  be  disappointed,  and 
it  should  be  the  will  of  the  Directory  to  order 
patsports  for  the  whole,  or  any  number  of  them, 

irou  will  please  to  accompany  such  passports  wi^ 
etters  of  safe  conduct,  which  will  entirely  pro- 
tect, from  the  cruisers  of  France^  the  vessels  in 
which  they  may  respectively  sail,  and  give  to 
their  persons,  suite,  and  property,  that  perfKt 
security  to  which  the  htwa  ana  tuagea  of  nations 
entitle  them. 
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They  pray  yon,  Citizen  Biinistn,  to  leceirc  the 
leneiral  of  their  assurances  of  profound  respect 
«nd  consideratioD. 

CHARLES  C.  PINCKNEY. 

JOHN  MARSHALL. 

ELBRIDGE  OERRY. 


FRANCE. 

[Commtmicated  to  CongreM*  June  31, 1708.] 
Oenilemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

GentUmen  of  the  Houte  of  Bepreteniativa  .- 

While  I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Marshall,  one  of  our  late  Envoys  Extraordi- 
nary to  the  French  Repoblic,  at  a  place  of  safety, 
where  he  is  justly  held  in  honor,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  commonicate  to  you  a  letter  received  by 
him,  from  Mr.  Qerrv,  tbe  only  one  of  the  three 
wbo  has  not  received  bis  congfi.  This  letter,  to- 
gether with  another,  from  tbe  Minister  of  Foreign 
Relationi  to  him,  of  the  3d  of  April,  and  his  an- 
swer of  the  4th,  will  show  the  situation  in  which 
be  remains,  his  intentions,  and  prospects. 

I  nesume  that,  before  this  time,  he  has  received 
(resn  instructions  (a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
ihit  message)  to  consent  to  no  loans,  and  therefore 
tbe  nwotiation  may  be  considered  at  an  end. 

I  will  never  send  another  Minister  to  France 
Without  assurances  that  he  will  be  received,  re- 
spected, and  honored,  as  tbe  representative  of  a 
greaL  free,  powerful,  and  independent  nation. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,  June  21, 1796. 


Paris,  April  16, 1798. 
My  Dear  Sis:  This  I  expect  you  vrill  receive 
by  my  colleague,  General  Marshall,  who  carries 
with  bim  tbe  last  letter  of  M.  Talleyrand,  to  the 
American  Envoys,  and  ibeir  answer.  On  the  day 
when  we  sent  the  answer,  I  received  a  letter  from 
tbe  Minister,  a  copy  of  which,  and  my  answer,  is 
enclosed.  I  hare  not  sent  these  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  because  I  hare  not  time  to  prepare  a  let- 
tar  to  accompany  them.  Indeetl,  I  expected  my 
passport  with  my  colleagues,  but  am  informed 
that  the  Direetorr  will  not  consent  to  my  leaving 
France:  and  to  bring  on  an  immediate  rupture, 
by  adopting  this  measure,  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
would  be  in  my  mind  unwarrantable.  Theobject 
of  M.  Talleyrand,  you  will  p-erceire,  was  to  re- 
sume our  reciprocal  communications,  and  again 
to  discuss  the  subject  of  a  loan.  I  thought  itKst 
in  my  answer  not  merely  to  object  to  this,  but  to 
.ererjr  measure  that  could  have  a  tendency  to 
draw  me  into  a  negotiation.  I  accepted  of  this 
mission,  mv  dear  sir,  to  support  your  Admisistra- 
tion,  and  nare  brotight  myself  into  a  predica- 
ment,* which  you  must  assist  mc  to  extricate  my- 
self from,  by  appointing  some  others  to  sn^y  the 


*  I  allttde  to  my  painful  reiidenea  here  as  a  politieal 
ei^isr. 


I^ces  of  myadf  and  eoUeagues,  if  a  fiuther  m- 
gress  in  this  buuness  should  be  found  piattieaMfc 
I  have  only  a  moment  to  add  my  best  respeeuk 
your  lady,  and  my  assunwees  of  the  most  sioecR 
and  respectful  attachment,  my  dear  sir,  of  yom 
sineerely, 

fi.  OER&T. 
The  Pbbsidbht  of  the  United  State*. 

The  Minister  of  Fordgn  Kelatkms  to  Mi.  Geny,  Eb- 
ray  Extraordinaiy  (tf  the  United  States  of  Amaiei 
to  the  Frendl  RepuUic. 

Pakis,  14d  Germaud,  (3d  April,  1796.) 
6/A  year  of  the  French  ReptMic.  cmeatd 
indimsible. 

I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Hu- 
sball  have  thought  it  useful  and  proper,  in  cook- 
quence  of  tbe  intimations  given  m  the  end  of 
note  of  the  28th  Tentose  last,  and  the  obstadt 
which  their  known  opinions  have  interposed  m 
tbe  desired  reconciliation,  to  quit  the  territorf  of 
the  Republic.  On  this  supposition,  I  btve  ibt 
honor  to  point  out  to  you  the  5th  or  tbe  Ttbof 
tbis  decade,  lo  resume  our  reciprocal  comnnDi- 
cations  upon  the  interests  of  the  French  Repolilic 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Receive,  I  pray  you,  tbe  assurance  of  my  per- 
fect consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAHD. 

Mr.Oeiiy  totha  Minister  of  Foteagn  AJUaiiit 
YnaA  Republic. 

Pabis,  April  4, 1796,  {Germinal  IS,  ant) 

I  had  the  honor,  Citizen  Minister,  of  receiring 
your  letter  of  tbe  14th  Germinal  the  3d  instut 
and  Mr.  Deuirement,  who  delivered  it,  infbrated 
me  that  it  was  intended  to  be  shown  to  Qeud 
Pinckney  and  General  Marshall. 

Whilst  my  colleagues  and  myself,  to  whom  tltt 
Government  of  the  United  Sutes  hare  eatratud 
the  afiairs  of  the  embassy,  had  a  joint  igCDq 
therein^  I  bare  carefully  imparted  to  them  all » 
propositions  which  you  requested,  and  the  idiDn 
conferences,  and  to  yourself  our  decisions  tkeicas; 
regretting^  at  tbe  same  time,  the  unfortunale  m 
embarrassing  circumstances  which  imposed  «  i 
me  this  disagreeable  task.   But  as,  by  the  tew  I 
of  your  letter,  it  is  now  expected  that  tbe^  w 
quit  the  territory  of  the  French  Republic,  ii  | 
be  impossible  for  me  to  be  the  medium  of^  or  lo  ^ 
take,  any  measures  which  will  be  painful  to  aj  , 
colleagues,  or  not  to  afford  them  all  the  sssidance  j 
in  my  power ;  and  it  would  be,  moreovn^  inw": 
sisteot  with  the  line  of  conduct  which  yoQ 
know,  Citizen  Minister,  I  have  unifoiroly  oiHerw  ! 
for  removing  the  unfavorable  impressions «»«  | 
existed  oo  tne  part  of  this  Government  agaiw"  ] 
them.   Indeed,  m  our  last  letter,  there  is  a  eow- 
tiooat  application  for  passports,  wbicb^  as  it  ip* 
pears  to  me,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  abiat u 
them  on  this  subject;  and  General  BlaiMsUu 
waiting  impatiently  for  an  answer  to  that  pen« 
it  which  respects  a  letter  of  safe  eooduct  lor  w 
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Teasel,  in  which  he  and  his  suite  may  take  paa- 
for  the  United  States,  to  determioe  whether 
he  shall  embark  from  France  or  Qreat  Britain, 
hM  the  aniortunate  situation  of  Gteneral  Piock- 
msfj  with  reqwei  to  the  critical  state  of  his  daim[b- 
ler^s  health,  renders  it  utterly  impossible  for  faim 
to  de|Hin  ooder  existing  circanutaDces. 

Too  hare  proposed,  Citisen  Minister,  the  5th 
<»r7th  of  this  decade  for  me  to  resiune  ^reprendre) 
our  reciprocal  commuoicatioDs  upon  tne  ioterests 
of  the  French  Republic  and  of  the  United  States. 
The  reciprocal  oommuDicatioos  which  we  hare 
had  were  such  only  as  I  hare  alluded  to  in  the 
]>eginniDg  of  this  letter,  unless  your  proposition, 
accompanied  with  an  injunction  of  secrecy  for 
me  to  treat  seimrately,  is  considered  in  this  light. 
To  rcsnme  this  subject  will  be  uoarailing,  be- 
cause the  measore,  for  the  reasons  which  I  then 
urged,  is  utterly  impracticable.  I  can  only  then 
confer  Informally  and  noaccredited  on  any  subject 
respecting  our  mission,  and  communicate  to  the 
-Ooranimenl  of  the  United  States  the  result  of 
«ich  conferences,  being  in  my  indiridnal  capacity 
onandiorised  to  gire  them  an  official  stamp. 
Nereitheless,  erery  measure  in  my  power,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  duty  I  owe  ray  country, 
ahall  be  zealously  puiBued,  to  restore  harmony  and 
a  GiNrdial  friendsnrp  between  the  two  Republic?. 
I  had  the  booor  of  calling  on  you  last  erening  for 
the  purpose  of  making  this  communication  rer- 
bally,  but,  as  you  were  absent,  to  prerent  miscon- 
ceptions, I  have  thought  it  best  to  reduce  it  to 
writing. 

Accept,  I  pray  yon,  Citizen  Minister,  assurances 
of  my  perfect  esteem  and  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 


To  Charies  Coteswoith  Pincbiey,  John  Marshall,  and 
Elbrid(e  Oeny,  Esqatre%  Envoys  Extraordinaty  and 
MiniMers  Plenbptendsn  firom  the  United  States  of 
Ameika  to  the  Frendi  BepuUie. 

Depabtheht  of  State, 
PhUaddphia,  March  23,  1798. 

QcMTLBHEH :  On  the  4ih  instant  came  to  band 
year  6rst  despatches  since  your  arrinl  at  Puis ; 
these  wen  yoar  nvmbers  1, 4,  and  6 ;  and  on  the 
6th  instant,  your  numbers  %  and  3  were  received. 
On  the  5th,  your  number  5.  dated  the  8th  of  Jan- 
mry,  and  a  translation  of  tne  message  of  January 
4th  frcnn  the  Directery  to  the  Council  of  Fire 
Handred,  were  kid  before  Congress.  In  this  let- 
ter yon  "repeat,  that  there  exists  no  hope  of  your 
betog  ofllaally  received  by  that  Government,  or 
that  the  (dyects  of  your  mrssioa  will  be  in  any 
my  accomi^hed."  This  opinion  is  sanctioned 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  yonr  eommuateations,  and 
we  trust  that  soon  af^r  the  date  of  your  number 
5,  you  closed  yonr  missioD  by  demanding  pass- 
ports to  leave  the  territories  of  the  French  Re- 
{mblic. 

An  official  copy  of  your  letters  of  credence 
haviag  been  delivered  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
A&irs,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Directory,  they 
were  rafioently  informed  of  the  great  objects  of 


your  mission ;  and,  considering  that  you  were  an 
extraordinary  delegation  from  an  ioitependent  na- 
tion, you  had  a  right  to  expect  a  prompt  and  re- 
spectful reception.  The  fair  and  honorable  views 
of  the  American  Governmeat,  which  dictated 
your  appointment  and  your  powers,  entitled  you 
to  expect  the  early  appointment  of  a  cotnmissioB, 
by  the  French  Government,  with  equal  powers,  to 
negotiate  on  all  matters  in  controversy  between 
them.  Had  the  French  Goverameot  been  in- 
fluenced by  similar  views,  tbe  object  of  your  mis- 
sion would  long  since  have  been  accomplished,  to 
the  advantage  and  peace  of  both  nations.  But 
instead  of  coming  forward  on  such  equal  and  pro- 
per ground,  they  have  treated  you,  and  through 
you  your  country,  with  extreme  neglect. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  pre- 
sumes that  you  have  long  since  quitted  Paris  and 
the  French  dcnninions;  yet,  actuated  as  you  were 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  preserve  peace,  which 
you  knew  would  be  so  grateful  to  your  country, 
and  having  for  this  object  manifested  unexampled 
{Mtience,  and  sabmitted  to  a  series  of  mortifica- 
tions; as  you  also  proposed  to  make  one  more 
direct  attempt,  snbseqaent  to  the  date  of  your  last 
letter,  to  draw  the  French  Government  to  an  open 
negotiation ;  there  is  a  bare  possibility  that  this 
last  effort  may  have  succeeded;  the  President, 
therefore,  thinks  it  proper  to  direct : 

1.  That  if  you  are  in  treaty  with  persons  duly 
authorized  by  the  Directory,  on  the  subjects  of 
your  mission,  then  you  are  to  remain  and  expe- 
dite the  eomjuetioD  of  the  treaty,  if  it  should  not 
have  been  concluded.  Before  this  letter  gets  to 
hand,  yon  will  hare  ascertained^  whediet  ue  ne- 
gotiation is  or  is  not  cond^ucted  with  candor  on  the 
part  of  the  French  Government;  and  if  you  shall 
bare  discovered  a  clear  design  to  procrastinate, 
you  are  to  break  off  the  negotiation,  demand  your 
passports,  and  return.  For  yon  will  consider  that 
suspense  is  ruinous  to  the  essential  interests  of 
your  country. 

3.  That  if,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  jou 
shall  not  have  been  received,  or,  whether  received 
or  not,  if  you  shall  not  be  in  treaty  with  persons 
duty  BUthorixed  by  the  Directory,  with  full  and 
equal  powers,  you  are  to  demand  your  passports 
and  return. 

3.  In  DO  event  is  a  treaty  to  be  purchased  with 
money,  by  loan  or  otherwise.  There  can  be  no 
safety  in  a  treaty  so  obtained.  A  loan  to  the  Re- 
public would  violate  our  neutrality  -j  and  a  dou- 
ceur to  the  men  now  in  power  might  hy  their 
suecesstws  be  urged  as  a  reason  for  annulling  the 
treaty,  or  as  a  precedent  for  further  and  repeated 
demands. 

It  is  propf^  to  apprize  you,  that  a  motion  hai 
been  made  io  the  SenatCj  and  will  doubtless  be 

repeated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  de- 
sire  the  President  to  lay  before  them  your  com- 
munications ;  and  he  will  probably  be  under  tbe 
necessity  of  doing  it;  only  withholding  the  two 
names  which  you  promised  should  in  no  event  be 
made  puUic.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

TIMOTHY  PICKBRINa. 
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EMIGRANTS  FROM  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

[Communicated  to  CongiMi,  Jtma  S7, 179$.] 
€taUiemen     the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  ^  the  Bouse  of  Repreaentaiivet: 

I  have  received  «  letter  from  his  Ezcellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  QoTerDor  of  Pencsjlvania,  en- 
closiDg  some  documents,  which  I  judge  ii  my 
duly  to  lay  before  Con^r^  without  loss  of  time. 

As  my  opinion  coincides  entirely  with  that  of 
his  Ezcellency  the  Governor,  I  recommend  the 
Bobjeet  to  the  consideration  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  whose  anibority  alone  appears  to  me 
adequate  to  the  occasion.     JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,  June  27, 1798. 

Pbiladelpbia,  June  27, 1798. 

SiB :  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency that^  OB  the  evacuation  of  Port-atHPrince 
br  the  British  troops,  a  very  great  noraber  of 
EVenoh  white  men  and  and  negroes  were  put  on 
board  of  transports  and  sent  to  America.  Some 
of  the  vessels,  I  understand,  made  an  attempt  to 
land  their  passengers  at  Charleston ;  two  have 
arrived  at  this  port,  and  it  is  said  that  the  remain- 
der of  the  fleet  may  be  daily  expected  in  some  of 
our  harbors.  To  prevent,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  ob- 
vious danger  from  such  an  importation  at  this 
crisis,  I  have  determined,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Attorney  General,  and  other  State  officers,  to  pro- 
hibit the  landing  of  anv  French  negroes,  arriving 
at  the  port  of  Phikdelphia  in  vessels  under  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  stated;  but  the  lim- 
ited jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  the  facility  with 
which  our  regulations  may  be  evaded,  by  disem- 
biirkiug  the  negroes  in  any  adjacent  State,  and, 
perhaps,  the  necesHity  of  extending  the  prohibi- 
tion to  white  men,  induce  me  to  sulmiit  the  sub- 
ject to  your  consideration,  and  to  request  such  a 
co-operaiioQ  of  the  Federal  authority  as  your 
Excellency  may  deem  expedient  for  tne  general 
safety.  I  have  added  to  lliis  communication 
copies  of  the  documents  containing  the  iofonna- 
tioD  that  I  have  received.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  consideration  aod  respect,  sir,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
To  his  Excellency  John  Adaus,  Esq.. 

Pretident  of  the  United  Statee. 

Health  Office,  June  26, 1796. 

3ib:  lam  directed  by  theBuard  of  Managers 
of  the  Marine  and  City  Hospitals  of  the  port  and 
citT  of  Philadelphia  to  transmit  to  vou,  for  the 
information  of  the  Governor,  the  enclosed  resolu- 
tion of  the  board,  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  therein 
mentioned.   lam.  sir.  yours,  very  respectfully. 

WILLIAM  JONES,  Fretident. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq.,  iS!ecre(ary  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Penmylvama. 

Healtb  Office,  June  26, 1798. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
^rinc  ftod  City  Hospitals  of  the  port  and  city 


of  Philadelphia,  the  President  read  a  letter  ad- 
dressed 10  him,  from  David  Pinkerton,  a  paisw 
ger  in  the  ship  Josephns.  from  Jeremie,  now  mia 
quarantine,  coniaining  important  informatioa  re- 
specting  the  great  in£ix  of  people  from  the  West 
Indies  i  whereupon,  . 

Beeolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  lo 
transmit  a  copy  of  said  letter  to  the  Swretary  gf 
the  Commonwealth,  for  the  infoimadon  of  the 
Governor. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  managers: 

WaXIAM  JONES,  Pttrideau 

Ship  Josepbdb,  Fort  Mifflin, 

Jwte2R,n^ 

Sib  :  Doctor  Hall  has  this  day  commuaicaicd 
to  us  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Health  re- 
specting passengers  from  the  West  Indies;  I 
tnink  it  would  be  highly  proper  for  the  Goren- 
ment,  at  this  criticu  moment,  not  even  to  tdnit 
the  landing  of  any  French  passengers  wbaiera 
in  the  United  States;  there,  no  doubt,  are  somt 
men  of  principle  among  them,  but  be  assured  tbi 
the  far  greatest  part  of  those  already  arrived  arc 
fully  ripe  for  any  turn  which  we  take  with  respect 
to  France.  There  has  a  great  many  gone  to  tlK 
Southern  States,  and  many  were  preparing  U 
come  with  the  next  fleet.  I  think  I  should  not 
be  far  wrong  in  saying  they  will  exceed  fou 
ihousand  sows}  many  without  any  funds,  tad 
some  with  a  considerable  number  of  slaves,  tbti 
have  all  been  trained  to  arms,  and  have  then 
with  them,  and  attached  to  their  master's  iIlt^ 
rests :  if  any  measures  could  be  bad  for  sendB{ 
ihem  away,  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  secutitf 
of  our  country.  With  esteem,  1  am  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

DAVID  PINKERTON. 
Captain  William  Jones. 


FRANCE. 

[Conununiealed  to  CongreH,  Jannaiy  18,  ITMl] 

Oentiemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houee  of  Rtpretentatimi 

The  communication  relative  to  our  aflhirswilk 
Fimnee,  alluded  lo  in  my  address  to  both  HooiOi 
at  the  opening  of  the  seasioD,  is  contained  in  tk 
sheets  which  accompany  tbie.  A  report  of  ibe 
Secreury  of  State;,  containing  some  observatMK 
on  them,  will  be  sent  to  Congress  on  MMidaj. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,  January  18, 1799. 

Letter  irom  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Geny,  d*ttd 

Jdbe  25, 17S6. 
Sib:  By  the  instructions. dated  the23dofMarebi 
which,  agreeably  to  the  President's  directioaf,! 
addressed  to  Generals  Pinckney  and  Marshall  snd 
yourself,  and  of  which  six  sets  were  transmitied-- 
one  by  a  despatch-boat  sent  on  purpose,  and  some 
of  which  donbtlcsa  reached  you  during  tht  hit 
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mcmtb.— jrou  will  hare  seen  that  it  was  expected 
that  all  ot  joa  woold  have  left  France  long  be- 
fore those  mstructions  could  arrirr,  and  which 
were  transmitted  rather  from  abondant  caution 
duui  necessity,  seeing  no  probability  or  hope  exist- 
ed that  yon  would  accomplish  the  object  of  your 
mission.  The  respect  due  to  yourselves  and  to 
your  country  irresistibly  required  that  you  should 
torn  your  backs  to  a  Qovernment  that  treated  both 
with  contempt — a  contempt  not  diminished,  but 
aggravated,  by  the  flattering  but  insidious  distinc- 
tion in  your  favor,  iu  disparagement  of  men  ot  such 
Rspectable  talents,  untainted  honor,  and  pure  patri- 
otism, as  Qeoerals  Pinckney  and  Marshall,  and  in 
whom  their  Qovernment  and  their  country  reposed 
entire  eoufidenee;  and  especially  when  the  real 
object  of  that  dist ioctioD  was  to  enable  the  French 
Gtovemment,  trampling  on  the  authority  and  dig- 
nity of  our  own,  to  deaignate  an  Envoy  with  whom 
they  would  condeaeend  to  negotiate  It  is,  there- 
fine,  to  be  regretted  that  yon  did  not  concur  with 
your  colleagues  in  demanding  passports  to  ^uit 
the  territories  of  thcFreoeh  lupablie  some  time 
before  they  left  Paris. 

General  Marshall  has  arrived,  and  delivered  to 
the  President  your  letter  of  April  16tb,  with  its  en- 
closures; all  which  were  on  the  21st  instant  laid 
before  Congre»,  accompanied  by  a  Message,  in 
which  the  President  declares  the  negotiation  at 
an  end,  and  that  "  he  will  never  send  another  Min- 
ister to  France,  without  assurances  that  he  will 
be  received,  respected^  and  honored,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  great,  free,  powerful,  and  indepen- 
dent nation." 

It  is  presumed  that  you  will  consider  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  23d  of  March,  before  mentioned,  as  an 
effectual  recall ;  lest,  however,  by  any  possioility, 
those  instructions  should  not  have  reacbed  vou, 
and  you  should  still  be  in  France,  I  am  directed  by 
the  President  to  transmit  to  you  this  letter,  and  to 
uform  you  that  you  are  to  eon.sider  it  as  a  posi- 
tive letter  of  recpill. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  &e. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Mr.  Oeny's  CommuniestionB. 

N&MTasKfiT  Road,  Oci.  1,  1798. 
Sii:  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my 
ftrriral  here  this  morning  in  the  hrigantine  So- 
^ia  Captain  Oeddes,  from  Havre,  but  last  from 
Portsmouth  in  Great  Britain ;  and  to  enclose 
copies  of  my  letters  to  yourself  of  the  12th  and 
13th  of  May  last,  Nos.  1  and  2 ;  of  the  correspoo- 
dence  between  Mr.  Talleyrand,  the  French  Min- 
iter  of  Foreign  ABairs,  and  myself,  numbered 
according  to  the  respective  dates,  from  3  to  28 
inclosively;  of  an  arrit  eoclosed  in  his  last  letter, 
No.  29;  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Hautval,  and  his  an- 
swer, Nos.  30  and  31 ;  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  King, 
our  Minister  at  London.and  an  extract  to  Dr.  Taze- 
well, the  bearer  thereof,  Noe  32  and  33;  also  the 
"ibstance  of  a  conference  with  the  Dutch  Minis- 
^  a  day  or  two  before  I  left  Paris,  No.  34 ;  and 
manoyaoupvblicacion  ''on  the  President's com- 


manication"  of  our  despatch^  said  to  have  issued 
from  the  French  office  of  foreign  affairs,  Na  35. 

When  I  left  the  United  States  in  August,  1797, 
the  citizens,  in  general,  appeared  to  be  earnestly 
desirous  of  a  reconciliation  with  France,  on  terms 
consistent  with  the  honor,  intereiit,  and  welfare^  of 
the  two  Republics:  these,  being  free  from  claims 
and  controversies  in  regard  to  territory,  boundaries, 
and  many  matters  which  embroil  States,  and  from 
competitions  relative  to  their  productions,  manu- 
factures, and  commerce,  had  a  mutual  and  mani- 
fest interest  in  the  renewal  of  their  commercial 
and  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other.  Nature 
seemed  to  have  entitled  the  United  States,  in  their 
remote  situation,  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  their 
industry,bymeans  whereof,  in  its  various  branches, 
their  wealth  and  (tower  were  rapidly  increasing; 
and  to  an  exemption  from  the  conflicts  of  Europe] 
which,  involving  them,  would  check  their  popula- 
tion, drain  their  resources,  and  insure  their  pov- 
erty. Onacandid  investig8tion>then,  of  the  causes 
of  the  unhappy  differences  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, on  a  disposition  to  correct  errors,  to 
which  all  Grovernments  are  more  or  less  liable, 
and  on  their  mutnal  resolution  to  reciprocate  jus- 
tice, the  success  of  the  mission  was  conceived  to 
depend ;  and  as  this  temper  marked  the  plan  of 
pacification  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  there  was  a  rational  prospect  of 
success. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  in  Paris,  the  scene  was 
changed,  and  the  hope  of  a  reconciliation  being 
diminished,  the  necessity  of  harmony  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  proportionabljr  increased,  as  the 
only  means  for  preserving  their  wdfare  and  inde- 
pendence at  home,  their  rights  and  respectability 
abroad.  In  case  of  a  war,  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  that  they  would  be  able  to  defend  them- 
selves against  any  nation  or  coalition  that  could 
be  formed  against  them;  whilst  their  citizens 
should  consider  the  Government,  chosen  by  them- 
s^ves,  as  the  pole-star  of  their  salvation ;  should 
rally  round  its  standard,  when  raised  for  their  de- 
fence ;  should  rise  superior  to  foreign  intrigues, 
always  expert  in  fomenting  divisions,  and  olYen 
aided  by  popular  elections,  legislative  debates, 
and  clasning  opinions  and  interests;  and  should 
promote  unanimity,  by  toleration  amongot  them- 
selves. Nevertheless,  the  critical  stale  of  our  af- 
fairs required  that  France  should  not  be  furnished 
with  pretexts  for  charging  the  American  Qomn- 
ment  or  Ministers  wiili  n^lect  of  means  for  ob- 
taining a  reconciliation. 

When  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  Oc- 
tober last,  unauthorized  by  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory, as  Mr.  Y.  had  informed  the  Envoys,  to  hare 
any  communications  with  them,  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  see  them  in  their  private  capacities,  I  was 
opposed  to  a  compliance  individually,  not  from 
considerations  of  etiquette,  which  had  no  weight 
in  my  mind,  but  because  it  would  infer  in  me  a 
separate  agency  in  matters  wherein  I  was  but 
jointly  authorized.  To  prevent,  however,  the 
imputation  of  a  failure  of  the  negotiation,  then 
daily  expected,  to  the  United  States,  I  submitted 
to  the  measure,  was  unsuccessful  in  my  attempts 
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to  Diake  it  general,  and  was  thereby  subjected  to  a 
series  of  embarrassments. 

The  particular  attentions  of  the  Minister  to  me, 
lest  they  should  be  invidious,  were  in  every  in- 
stance but  two  declined,  and  iu  one  of  these  I 
yielded  to  importunity:  preferences  I  viewed  as 
a  source  of  di  vision. 

The  second  conference  which  I  held  with  the 
Minister,  being  on  the  17th  of  December,  and  his 
propositious  to  the  Enroys  were  pablished  with 
their  despatches.  Their  answer,  which  was  unan- 
imously in  the  negative,  was  delivmd  by  me  to 
his  Secretary.  Mr.  Y.  had  expected  it,  aad  ex- 
pressed a  surfH-ise  that  the  Secretary  had  applied 
ibr  it 

On  the  4th  of  February,  (he  Minister,  by  order 
of  the  Executive  Directory  proposed  that  I  should 
treat  separately.  The  circumstances  thereof,  and 
of  my  refusal,  are  generally  detailed  in  the  cor- 
respondence enclosed. 

The  Minister  afterwards  desired  me.  by  his 
Secretary,  to  communicate  to  the  other  Envoys 
his  proposition  for  a  loan  subsequent  to  the  war, 
which  ae  soon  relinquished.  On  this  subject,  our 
first  instructions  were  silent;  the  last  were  ex- 
pUeit,  and  necessary  to  determine  my  judgment. 

Ib  conseqnenee  of  his  letter  to  the  Envoys,  of 
the  28th  Tentose,  (18th  of  March,)  the  Minister 
icnewed  his  proposition  for  me  to  treat  separately, 
uid  again  received  a  negative  answer.   He  then 
proposed  that  I  should  remain  at  Paris  until  the 
aenw  of  the  Government  could  be  obtained^  de- 
claring, as  before,  that  an  immediate  mptnre  would 
be  the  coaaequence  of  my  departure.   To  have 
left  Frence,  under  such  circumstances,  was  a  mea- 
sure which  I  could  not  justify.   The  power  of 
declaring  war  was  not  entrusted  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  much  less  with  a 
Minister;  and  to  have  thus  provoked  it  would,  in 
my  mind,  have  be^  tantamount  to  a  declaration 
hereof.   Indeed,  to  have  plua^  the  nation  iato 
a  war  suddenly,  even  if  it  was  inevitable,  appeared 
to  me,  in  other  respects,  unwarrantable.  Congress, 
who  alone  had  the  right  to  adopt  this  measure 
might,  by  such  premature  step,  have  been  defeaiet 
in  their  previous  arrangem«its,  and  subjected 
to  odter  manifest  inconveniences;  and  theExee- 
ative  might  have  been  placed  on  ground  less  ad- 
vantageous for  forniiag  alliances,  &c,:  whereas, 
lay  detention  at  Paris  gained  time,  if  this  was  re- 
quisite, and  could  not  procrastinate  a  declaration 
«  war,  if  the  United  States  were  prepared  for  it. 
Other  considerations  had  their  weighL  France, 
at  that  time,  was  making  very  formidable  prepara- 
tions, with  a  professed  design  to  overthrow  the 
BrUi»k  Oovemment:  and  such  were  the  exertions 
and  enthusiasm  of  her  citizens,  armies,  and  ad- 
ministration, as  to  spread  a  general  alarm  through- 
out Great  Britain.   It  was  evident,  then,  to  com- 
mon observation,  that,  should  France  succeed,  she 
would  acquire,  by  the  powerfol  navv  and  resources 
of  Britain,  such  strength  as  to  be  aue  to  give  law 
to  Europe,  and  to  regions  more  remote ;  aod  it  was 
rational  tosapposethataeoalitionwould  be  formed 
of  such  European  Powers  as  were  not  in  the  inter- 
est oc  undw  tlie  inflaenee  of  Fnwce,  to  put  m  end 


to  the  war,  by  ofTeriog  their  mediation,  aod  declar- 
ing their  intention  to  oppose  the  Power  which 
should  refuse  it.  The  temporizing  negotiations  at 
Rastadt  had  this  aspect.  Moreover,  the  intennl 
afiairs  of  France  were  in  an  agitated  stale,  aad 
threatened  civil  commotions.  u,thM,OD  theone 
hand,  a  new  coalition  against  France,  a  change  in 
her  Government,  or  even  a  snceeBsful  resistaaee 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  had  happened,  a  &- 
voiable  opportunity  would  nave  preaeoted  itself 
to  the  United  States  for  obtaining  of  her  a  jut 
and  advantageous  treaty;  and  this  would  hare 
been  lost  by  a  previous  rupture  in  consequncf 
of  my  departure.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Great 
Britain,  unaided,  had  fallen,  the  United  Statt* 
would  have  been  in  a  much  better  cooditioa  at 
peace  than  in  war  with  the  most  formidable  Pow- 
er the  world  had  exhibited.  In  such  an  eveat, 
they  could  have  had  but  small  hopes  of  resistiag 
France ;  and  it  might  have  been  deemed  madDw 
in  them  even  to  have  attempted  it.  For  than 
reasons,  I  thought  it  my  indispensable  duty  loie- 
main  a  short  time  at  Paris. 

The  tenor  of  our  instructions,  die  lastasweUu 
the  first,  shows  that  the  Gtorernment  did  not  in- 
ticipate  the  proposition  for  treating  separat^,aBd 
made  no  provision  for  such  an  event;  The  ¥teaA 
Minister  has  uniformly  insisted  that  I  had  power 
to  treat ;  because,  in  the  instrument,  he  saw  that 
the  Envojrs  had  a  separate  and  joint  anthori^. 
If  the  position  could  be  estaUished.  it  would  an- 
thorize  a  forelsn  Government,  at  pleasure,  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  a  commissiou  consisting  of 
two  or  more  members,  and  thus  to  deprive  tbe 
constituting  Government  of  the  joint  abilities  of 
its  Ministers ;  or  absurdly  to  insist  on  a  separate 
negotiation  with  each  Minister,  and  to  chooK 
from  their  several  treaties  that  which  should  best 
answer  its  purpose :  besides,  in  case  of  the  mif- 
conduct  of  Ministers,  their  Government  has  a  ri^i 
to  expect  information  thereof,  and  an  opportimtty 
of  substituting  others  in  their  stead  ;  but  1  tnist 
that  the  arguments  stated  in  the  correspoodeoee 
enclosed  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  power  to 
treat  did  not  exist ;  or,  if  it  did,  that  I  was  jatfi- 
fied,  under  existing  ctreamstances,  in  refusing  ta 
exercise  it. 

On  the  3d  of  April  I  received  the  Ministo^ 
note  No.  3 ;  and,  ap^ehendiug  that  he  proposed 
to  draw  me  into  a  negotiation,  notwithstaadug 
my  resolution  to  the  contrary,  I  sent  him  an  an- 
swer on  the  4tb  of  April,  (No.  4,)  to  which  be 
made  no  reply. 

On  the  20ih  of  April,  considering  the  unpleas- 
ant situation  in  which  I  was  placed,  detached  boat 
the  other  Envoys,  destitute  of  power  to  negotiate, 
irreconcileable  to  an  application  for  it,  and  evea 
to  an  acceptance  of  it,  if  offered,  I  addressed  to  the 
Minister  the  letter  No.  5,  urged  htm  to  come  for- 
ward with  propositions  for  a  recoBciliation,and&> 
release  me  from  my  eonfinaaenL 

At  our  next  interview,  on  the  38th  of  April,  die 
Minister  informed  me  that  he  could  not  eomjif 
with  my  proposals,  not  knowing  the  views  of  thr 
Uaited  States  in  regard  to  a  treaty.  To 
this  obatacle,  I  gave  the  iiiformatHii,aad  ink  ta» 
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fiillest  extent  to  the  claims  of  the  American  oiti- 
zeu  agaiiMt  France,  but  I  was  silent  with  respect 
to  the  ^araotee  of  the  11th  article  of  the  Treatjr 
oif  AlluDce,  and  to  what  relates  to  the  Barbary 
Powers;  and  left  it  with  him,  io  the  first  instaace, 
to  provide  for  a  liberal  commerce  to  the  French 
colonies  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  and  to  ex- 
press the  views  of  France  in  regard  to  tjie  proposed 
otaty.  We  afterwards  conferred  on  the  neces- 
aty  of  sending  a  French  Minister  to  the  United 
States;  and  he  promised  to  deliver  me,  within 
three  or  four  days,  the  project  of  a  treaty.  On  the 
CTeningof  the  12tb  May.  Mr.  Humphreys  arrived, 
aad  deurered  me  yonr  letter  of  the  23d  March, 
which,  the  next  moraine,  was  deciphered.  Our 
Goreromeat  could  not  tlien  have  been  apprized 
of  the  n«w  state  of  afiain;  bat,  as  it  had  signified 
"that  suspense  was  rainoos,"  I  thought  myself 
iDtborized  to  give  immediate  information  to  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affiiin  that  I  should  return 
to  America  in  the  Sophia,  as  soon  as  she  could  be 
fitted  for  sea,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  expe- 
dite the  measures  we  bad  contemplated  for  effect- 
iaga  treaij^.  The  £lieculive  Directory,  as  well 
as  Uie  Minister,  had,  it  was  said,  during  the  three 
preceding  weeks,  been  indispensably  occupied  by 
the  new  elections ;  and  these  being  fitusbed,  they 
could  now  proceed  on  American  a&irs.  Had  the 
latter  required  more  time  than  I  had  allotted  for 
Ijfiem,  I  was  determined  to  have  detained  the  So- 
Pkiaashort  period,  rather  than  to  have  defeated 
the  pioposed  arrangements.  This  1  considered  as 
myouiji;  for, whilst  the  Gtorernment  manifested, 
in  their  iustructions,  a  just  indignation  at  the  treat- 
ment which  their  Envoys  had  received,  it  evinced 
a  disposition  ,to  peace,  and,  as  far  as  I  couldiudge, 
the  same  temper  nqw  existed  on  the  part  of  France. 

On  the  24th  May,  the  Minister  sent  the  princi- 
pal Secreury  of  his  bureau,  to  inform  me  that  his 
Qovemmeni  did  not  wish  to  Invak  the  British 
Treaty,  bat  expected  in  the  new  treaty  such  pro- 
visions as  would  indemnify  France,  and  put  her 
on  a  footing  with  that  nation.  To  this  I  answered 
that  the  informatioo  ^ve  me  pleasure;  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  United  States,  by  violating 
that  treaty,  to  become  perfidious;  that  the  treaty 
itself  was  an  evidence  of  their  good  faith,  inasmuch 
as  it  contained  a  provision  "  toat  it  should  not  be 
construed  or  operate  contrary  to  former  and  ez- 
istiog  public  treaties  with  other  Sovereigns  or 
Stales  that  if  in  its  construction  or  operation 
Fiance  bad  sustained  injuries^  still  she  was  sore  of 
redress  by  the  provisions  thereof,  as  well  as  by  her 
own  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
latter  insured  to  her  an  extmsion  of  favors,  in 
regard  to  commerce  and  navigation,  if  any  snch 
hid  been  granted  to  Great  Britain. 

He  said  there  was  a  second  point,  which  respect- 
ed the  claims  of  American  citizens  on  the  French 
Republic ;  that,  if  the  latter  should  not  be  able  to 
pay  them,  when  adjusted,  and  the  United  States 
wonld  assume  and  pay  them,  France  would  reim- 
burse the  amount  thereof.  To  this  I  answered, 
that  the  measure  was  impossible,  but,  that  the 
claim  might  be  adjusted,  funded,  and  made  trans* 
i«iaU«  by  Fraaec,  and  he  redeemed,  pursuant  to 


such  stipulations  as  might  be  agreed  on  betweett 
the  two  Governments. 

He  then  stated  a  third  point,  which  respected 
the  Consular  Convention.  I  answered,  that  per' 
baps  it  would  be  best,  as  its  duration  would  be 
short,  to  let  it  expire.  Bat  if  the  present  war 
should  soon  terminate,  and  commerce  revive  in 
France,  it  may  be  well  to  revise  it,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent further  disputes  respecting  the  evidence  for 
apprehending  deserters,  the  judicial  officers  for 
issuing  warrants,  and  the  mode  of  executing  Con- 
sular decisions,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  twit  for- 
eign tribunals  could  never  be  admitted  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary 
reported  the  conference^  and  informed  me,  the  next 
morning,  that  the  Minister  would  send  me  his  an- 
swer, in  writing,  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  26th  May  I  had  n  conference  with 
Minister,  the  substance  of  whioh  is  aWed  in  mj 
letter  No.  24.  Having  i»es8ed,on  this,  as  wellaa 
on  former  occasions,  the  necessity  of  sending  a 
Minister  to  the  United  States,  he  now  readily  ac- 
ceded to  it ;  this  would  have  enabled  France  to 
relax  from  any  stipulations  which  she  might  have 
urged  there,  but  which  might  be  found  by  her  Min- 
ister in  the  United  States  to  endanger  the  treaty. 

In  this  state  were  afi&irs  on  the  27tb  May,  whem 
I  was  called  on  by  one  of  the  city  gazettes,  which 
announced  the  publication  of  our  despatches,  to 
deny  their  authenticity.  Having  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  result  of  this  new  embarraastnent,  if  nd 
pacific,  would  be  very  violent.  I  prepared  for  the 
event,  being  eblwed  to  abide  tne  emuequences. 

On  the  wth  Btay,  I  received  from  the  Minister 
his  tetter  No.  6,  and  returned,  for  answer,  No.  7. 
In  this  I  repeated  what  was  published  in  our  det- 
patches^  that  X  and  Y  bad  not  produced  a  doeuf 
ment  of  any  kind  for  authorizing  their  conierenee 
with  us.  I  was  not  disposed  to  accuse  or  excul- 
pate the  French  Gtovemment  or  Minister.  The 
latter  had  disavowed  the  iolrlguers,  as  they  were 
styled,  and  they,  in  their  conferences  with  us,  had 
declared  that  they  were  not  authorized  by  the  Qov- 
emment.  The  matter  was,  theretore,  left  with  the 
public,  as  it  had  been  referred  to  their  tribunal. 

On  the  1st  June,  the  Minister  pent  me  his  letter 
No.  8,  and  I  desired  to  know  of  the  bearer  why 
application  was  again  made  to  me  for  the  names 
ol  the  intriguers,  when  they  could  be  otherwise 
ascertained.  He  answered,  that  he  believed,  by 
the  exertions  of  the  bureau  and  of  the  police  tn 
the  city,  the  names  were  discovered,  and  he  men- 
tioned them  to  me.  But,  he  added^bat  matters 
had  become  very  serious  j  that  the  Directory  ex- 
pected something  from  me  in  confirmation  of  this 
discovery,  that  this  was  the  use  which  would  be 
made  of  my  letters ;  and  that  the  Minister  did  not 
wish  for  any  declaration  from  me  but  what  should 
be  perfectly  consistent  with  truth.  I  assured  him 
that  no  extremity  should  produce  from  me  any 
other  declaration,  and  sent  the  Minister  my  letter 
No.  10.  In  this  I  guarded  against  the  publication, 
on  my  authority,  of  the  names  thus  commimicatea 
and  md  justice  to  certain  individuals  who.  being 
suspected,  were  nevertheless  iunocent. 

On  the  7th  June  the  publication  No.  35  ai^wared, 
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in  the  RedacteuT.  Id  tbis,  contrary  to  aitsurances 
received,  1  was  made  to  act  a  very^  conspicuous 
part,  and  was  attacked  under  a  thin  veil  of  insidi- 
ous complimenls :  the  cause  thereof  was  the  detail, 
in  the  despatches,  of  my  particular  conferences. 
The  next  day  I  prepared  a  letter  to  the  Minister 
for  detecting  the  artifices, and  correctinj^  the  abuses 
of  that  curious  performance.  But  banng  consid- 
ered that  it  might  open  a  door  to  altercation  and 
delay,  if  not  defeat  the  great  object  in  view,  or 

Sroduee  a  mere  disarowal  of  the  anooymons  pub- 
cation,  which  afterwards  was  made  !□  No.  31, 
I  suppre9!>ed  the  letter,  and  on  the  10th  June  ad- 
dreiwed  to  him  No.  In  thiiv  availing  myself 
of  the  pacific  declaration  contained  in  the  stric- 
tures, I  utf^ed  the  expedition  of  pacific  measures 
as  a  requisite  to  their  sncce  -s. 

Oa  the  11th  June  I  received  from  the  Minister 
No.  14,  in  which,  as  he  had  informed  my  Secre- 
tary, he  revived  the  disagreeable  subject  of  the 
despatches;  and  he  concluded  byformaflydemand- 
ing  whether  I  was  in  a  situation  to  treat.  Every 
circumstance  concurred  now  to  prove  that  the  des- 
patches bad  excited  the  resentment  of  the  Minis- 
ter against  the  Government,  as  well  as  myself 
and  had  changed  his  plan  in  r^rd  to  the  United 
States. 

On  the  13th  of  Jone  I  answered  that  letter,  by 
No.  15 ;  and,  on  the  20tb,  received  a  reply,  No.  16. 
In  this,  the  Minister,  ia  hen  of  the  proposed  plao 
<Mf  a  treaty,  preseoted  a  general  plan  of  negotiation, 
notwithstanding,  as  he  stated  it,  "  my  perBevering 
to  think  m^  power*  were  inadequate,"  and  "the 
mostirritatrngnrovooatioDs;"  bythefirst  ''point" 
of  this  plan,  a  aoor  would  have  oeen  open  to  end- 
less altercations  respecting  the  supposed  abuse 
of  the  French  Government,  by  private  writings, 
public  acts  of  the  United  States,  official  letters,  and 
the  despatches  of  the  Envoys :  by  the  second  point, 
the  sense  of  the  treaties  was  to  be  fixed,  and  the 
tights  flowing  therefrom  were  to  be  established; 
and,  by  the  third  point,  the  damages  of  deviations 
from  the  treaties  were  to  be  eiamined :  he  then 
stated  that  *'  very  geoeral  instructions  were  neces- 
sary for  the  neeotiations,  and  proposed  that  I 
should  apply  for  tnem.  Very  general,  indeed,  mast 
the  instructions  have  been,  to  have  negotiated  on 
sneh  a  plan  as  this  j  and  it  was  impossible  to  view 
it  in  any  other  light  than  that  or  an  evasion  of 
the  arrangements  proposed.  It  was  easy  to  have 
pointed  out  the  misinterpretations  and  misrepre- 
sentations, as  well  as  the  impolicy  of  the  plan  ;  but 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  avoidtns;  this,  or  of 
entering  into  a  formal  negotiation.  To  allure  me 
into  it  was  probably  the  object  of  the  Minister: 
for  soon  afterwards  he  invited  me  to  discuss,  in 
writing,  some  articles  of  the  second  point,  f  n  my 
answer,  therefore,  of  the  33d  of  June,  (No.  17,)  1 
merely  observed  that,  "if  he  conceived  a  recon- 
ciliation would  be  best  promoted  by  bis  mode  only, 
I  sincerely  wi^ed  it  snoeess." 

On  the  39th  o.''  Jane,  I  received  the  MinbteHs 
letter  No.  19;  in  which,  after  relaxing  from  the 
first  point  of  his  general  plan,  and  suggesting  that 
the  third  would  not  meet  with  much  difficulty,  as 
soon  as  the  second  should  be  araieably  adjusted. 


he,  for  the  first  time,  proposed  that  I  should  dis- 
I  cuss  in  writing  some  articles  of  the  treaty  com- 
1  prised  under  the  second  point.    Nearly  three 
'.  months  bad  then  elasped  since  I  had  declared  I 
,  could  only  confer  with  nim  informally  on  the  ob- 
i  jects  of  the  mission  ;  nearly  two  months  since 
he  was  informed  of  the  views  of  the  United  Stales 
1  in  regard  ti^a  treaty,  and  bad  promised  to  come 
;  forward  in  a  few  days  with  the  project  thereof ; 
I  and  six  weeks  sinee  1  bad  apprized  him  of  my 
I  intention  to  embark  in  the  Sophia.   As  ihea  a 
I  compliance  with  his  wishes  woold  have  given  i 
!  sanction,  not  ooly  to  his  departure  from  the  plsa 
'  we  had  agreed  on  for  forming  an  arrangement, bat 
also  to  the  measure  adopted  by  his  G^rernment, 
of  accrediting,  at  pleasure,  the  whole  or  a  pert 
only  of  a  commission ;  and  as  I  bad  freqnenllf 
demanded  my  passport,  by  letters,  as  well  as  by 
my  Secretary,  I  passed  in  silence  his  proposition 
for  discussion,  as  a  measure  be  well  knew  was 
I  inadmissible,  and  urged,  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  of 
j  July,  No.  30,  in  a  more  decided  tone,  the  demand 
'  for  the  passport,  Slc, 

1  On  the  5tn  July,  not  having  received  an  answer 
I  to  my  last,  i  called  on  the  Minister,  to  know  the 
i  cause  of  his  detaining  my  passport,  and  to  give 
I  him  an  opportunity,  before  my  defxirture,  of  n- 
mov  ing  the  obstacles  to  a  plan  of  pacification.  He 
began  by  observing  (hat,  m  a  note  accompanying 
his  last  letter,  he  had  stated  two  points  respeclin| 
the  Consular  Convention,  expecting  that  I  woulo 
discuss  them,  as  he  had  done,  but  I  bad  not  taken 
any  notice  of  them ;  that  I  bad  said  f  had  no 
powers.  He  bad  powers ;  and,  of  consequence,  I 
should  not  eompromit  my  Slate,  whilst  he  would 
compromit  his ;  that  I  might  take  t)}e  discussion 
to  the  United  States,  and  my  Qovernment  might 
judge  of  it ;  that  when  my  colleagues  were  here, 
the  Government  could  not  treat  with  them;  that 
when  they  were  sent  ofl",  it  was  ready  to  treat  with 
me;  that,  although  I  had  no  powers,  I  might  send 
for  them ;  or,  remaining  there,  might  give  my 
Government  an  opportuntiy  of  sending  other  Blia- 
istersjif  I  did  not  choose  to|Hroceed  in  the  busiaeta; 
that  in  this  there  would  be  no  responsibility  on  my 
part ;  that  there  were  but  a  few  points  for  discus- 
sion, which  might  soon  be  finished;  and  that,if  a 
war  was  the  consequence  of  my  leaving  the  cono* 
try,  it  would  be  chargeable  to  me.  To  which  I 
replied,  that  the  last  proposition  of  the  Directory 
for  me  to  treat,  was  one  which  I  had  before  reject- 
ed ;  that,  in  April  last,  he  knew  I  would  only  amr 
ftr  on  the  subjects  of  the  mission,  and  made  no  ob- 
jection to  the  measure;  that,  on  the  39th  June, 
after  my  banrage  was  on  board,  and  I  was  readjr  to 
embark,  he  first  proposed  a  discussion  in  writing 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty ;  that  1  considered  this, 
however  qualified,  as  a  formal  mode  of  negotiation, 
which  I  had  uniformly  declined;  that,  had  he 
brought  forward,  as  he  bad  propwed,  the  plaa  of 
a  treaty,  and  in  it  cimnrieed  the  articles  which  I 
had  stated,  we  might  nave  passed  on  it  exnedi- 
ttously,  and  might  have  made  it  acceptable  v> 
both  Governments;  that  the  most  important  parts 
might  have  been  first  considered,  and,  if  not  ad- 
lasted,  might  have  precluded  the  neeaisity  of  pat- 
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sing  OQ  tbe  rest;  that,  in  additioD  to  the  objection 
already  staled  to  his  mode,  it  commenced  with  the 
Consular  CoDTentiou,  which  would  soon  expire; 
that,  should  we  agree  on  this,  and  on  the  lesser 
poiDls  of  tbe  commercial  treaty,  be  may  reserve  to 
ue  list  the  weighty  articles  thereof;  and,  failing 
in  these,  we  miglit  waste  several  months  by  a  fruit- 
less negiAiation;  that,  should  we  unite  in  all  the 
points  which  he  has  suggested,  his  mode  of  discus- 
sion would  require  several  mouths;  that  the  loss 
of  time,  by  these  or  other  means,  might  compro- 
mit  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
myself  likewise;  that,  if  a  war  shonld  be  the  con- 
sequence of  his  de]Nirting  from  the  plan  we  bad 
agreed  on  for  obtaining  a  treaty,  be  would  be 
chargeable  as  the  cause  of  it.  The  Minister  said, 
tbe  mode  he  had  proposed  was  generally  adopted 
by  France.  1  reidied,  the  other  was  not  unusual, 
aod,  in  tbe  present  case,  was  preferable,  if  not  in- 
dispensable. He  observed  that  tbe  notes  which  I 
bad  lent  him,  respecting  the  views  of  tbe  United 
States,  were  informal.  I  answered  it  was  true,  but 
that  1  would  remove  that  difficulty.  He  then  pro- 
posed the  7th  of  July  for  anodier  interview ;  but 
afterwards  pot  it  off  till  the  ninth.  On  the  6th  1 
reduced  the  notes  to  form,  for  eonstiluttng  a  part 
of  tbe  treaty. 

Do  the  9th  of  July  I  called  on  the  Minister,  and 
he  inquired  whether  I  had  received  his  letter  of 
that  morning.  I  answered  in  tbe  negative,  and 
desired  to  know  the  contents.  He  replied,  a  dis- 
cussion of  two  other  points  of  the  Consular  Con- 
vention, on  which  I  want  your  opinion  in  writing. 
I  informed  him  that  I  had  stated  tbe  views  of  the 
United  Slates  without  discussion,  and  expected 
the  same  of  him  on  the  part  of  France ;  that  when 
this  was  done,  I  would  proceed  to  a  conference  on 
each  point,  but  not  to  an  epistolary  discussion; 
that  such  a  mode  would  require,  of  diligent  negoti- 
ation, three  months,  aod  with  his  official  engage- 
nnnts,  doable  that  time.  He  said,  no;  that  it 
wotild  not  require  as  much  time  as  I  had  conceiv- 
ed; that  there  were  at  most  but  six  other  points. 
On  your  side,  I  replied,  but  many  on  ours.  He 
uswered  ^pta  tPavantage  ^  none  besides.  I  said 
that  I  was  glad  to  hear  it;  but  to  such  a  discussion 
as  be  proposed,  I  should  prefer  treating  effectually. 
Some  of  the  conversation  was  repeated  which  we 
bad  on  the  7tb,  and  I  renewed  my  demand  for  the 
passport.  He  answered,  that  my  refbsal  to  dis- 
cuss must  6rst  be  given  in  writing,  and  we  parted. 
This  ia  tbe  substance  of  the  two  interviews.- 

Oa  the  same  day  I  received  the  letter  mention- 
ed at  the  inteview.  No.  21,  dated  tbe  18ih  Messi- 
dor,  (^6ib  Jnlyj)  ia  which,  speaking  of  his  general 
I^D  in  No.  16,  he  says,  ^  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
■end  these  propoeitionit  to  your  Government ;  they 
are  only  tbe  basis  of  discussions,  necessary  on 
each  question  of  detail,  the  solution  of  which  we 
otigbt  to  find allhongh  in  the  last  mentioned 
Bumber  he  had  raid  in  reference  to  them.  am 
persuaded  that  you  will  transmit  to  your  Govern- 
ment exact  documents:  it  will  he  its  province  to 
t*ke  the  best  measures  for  accomplishing  a  speedy 
reeonciliation."  In  the  letter  first  mentioned,  tbe 
Hinisier  also  observes, "  1  have  apprized  you  that 


it  would  be  inconvenient  to  charge  with  this  dis- 
cussion a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Philadelphia. 
C ire uili stances  have  rendered  this  inconvenience 
more  serious,  and  I  do  not  conceal  from  you,  that 
1  fear  new  incidents. "  The  fact  was,  as  I  ascer- 
tained to  mr  satisfaction,  that,  after  tbe  arrival  of 
the  despatches  and  other  inlelliffence  from  tbe 
United  States,  the  Bxecudve  Directory  appre- 
hended, if  a  Minister  was  sent  there^  that  be  would, 
not  be  accredited ;  and  that  overtures,  or  any  plan 
unaccompanied  by  a  Minister,  would  meet  a  sim- 
ilar fate. 

On  tbe  10th  July,  in  my  letter,  No.  23, 1  refused 
an  epistolary  discussion ;  aod  demanded  a  definite 
answer  to  my  application  for  a  passport  and  other 
documents. 

On  the  l5th  July  I  received  the  Minister's  letter 
of  the  24th  Messidor,  (the  12tb  July,)  No.  23,  in 
which  he  appeals  to  me  for  the  truth  of  bis  asser- 
tion, "that,  if  nothing  had  prevented  me  from  pur- 
suing with  him  tbe  examination  of  tbe  grievances 
which  separate  the  two  countries,  we  should  have 
needed  nothing  more  than  their  respective  ratifi- 
cations. "  Beiore  the  arrival  of  the  despatches  of 
tbe  Envoys,  the  Minister  appeared  to  me  sineere 
and  anxious  to  obtain  a  reconciliation.  He  had 
proposed,  by  his  secretary,  an  assumption  of  the 
debts  due  to  American  citizens,  wbicn  1  rejected; 
but  he  had  made  no  other  proposition  of  a  loan 
whatever,  and  never  renewed  that.  Indeed,  his 
views  in  general,  as  far  as  I  could  then  ascertain 
them,  were  liberal  in  regard  to  a  treaty.  It  is,  nev- 
ertheless, impossible  for  me  to  determine  whether 
we  should  have  united  in  opinion  on  ever^  point 
of  dispute  between  the  Republics.  I  bad  a  full  ex- 
pectation that,  by  tbe  middle  of  June  at  farthest, 
we  should  have  agreed  on  the  plan  of  a  treaty; 
and  that  a  French  Minister  would  have  been  sent 
to  America  for  completing  it.  I  was  likewise  in- 
formed of  tbe  candidate.  But  after  tbe  arrival  of 
the  despatches,  although  the  Minister,  in  the  name 
of  the  Eixecntive  Directory,  declared  that  they 
persevered  in  their  pacific  intentions,  he,  probably 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  explaining  No.  21,  aban- 
doned the  plan  we  had  at  first  agreed  on,  sobstitU' 
ted  a  general  plan  of  negotiation,  discussed  some 
articles  thereof  in  wriiiTtg,  and  insisted,  contrary 
to  stipulations,  on  myenswerinff  him  in  thesanae 
mode.  At  this  period,  a  reconciliation  being  quite 
problematical,  one  of  ni.<<  objects  evidently  was  to 
prepare  materials  for  a  manifesto,  in  the  event  of 
a  war.  to  show  that  it  was  a  matter  of  necessity, 
and  not  of  choice.  He  says,  "that  after  tbe  arri- 
val of  the  Sophia,  I  was  disposed  to  deoart;  till 
that  lime,  be  had  never  conceived  that  I  nad  a  de- 
sign to  embark,  be/ore  iM  should  have  agreed  on 
the  definUive  articUs  to  be  rati^  by  my  Gotem- 
meni.  Before  and  after  the  arrival  of  tbe  Sophia, 
I  had  announced  my  intention  to  embark  early  in 
June;  conceiving  that  the  arrangements  might 
be  made  by  that  period.  I  had  no  design,  how- 
ever, of  departing  before  they  were  completed: 
provided,  there  should  have  been  no  reason  todoQbt 
of  the  Minister's  disposition,  or  of  the  success  ot 
our  endeavors  for  obtaining  a  reconciliation.  His 
general  conduct  would  have  been  the  criterion  of 
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the  first,  aod  our  progress  in  this  busioess  of  the 
last  point;  but  hanog  abaodonecl  onr  original  plan, 
he  has  not  given  me  an  opportunity  to  judge  effec- 
tually of  either. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  I  sent  the  Minister  No.  24, 
and  received  on  the ^d,  his  reply,  No.  25.  lo  this 
he  declines  a  contest  in  regard  to  the  facts  stated 
by  me  in  No.  24,  which  I  was  ready  to  support: 
.he  eomptains  of  ray  propositton  for  lopping  from 
any  future  negotiation  every  preliminary  of  a  loan, 
and  of  explanations  upon  speeches ;  and  refers  to 
his  letter  of  the  30th  of  Prairial,  No.  16,  to  prove 
that  this  step  was  unnecessary.  But,  although  the 
first  point  of  his  plan  io  that  letter  is  silent  on 
these  demands,  they  might,  as  I  conceived,  be  here- 
after revived,  and  were,  for  this  reason,  brought 
■gain  into  view :  by  these  means  they  were  efiec- 
tually  renounced. 

The  Minster  having,  the  day  before  I  left  Parih, 
publufud  hit  letter^  No.  23,  rendered  neoeasary  the 
publication  of  my  answer,  No.  24,  and  the  note, 
No.  26,  as  a  preliminary  thereto. 

On  the  8th  of  August  1  received  at  Havre,  the 
Minister's  letter,  No.  27,  to  which  fin.  28  is  an  an- 
swer :  the  former  contained  the  srntt  No.  29 ;  and 
his  desire  to  send  it  by  the  Bophia  probably  pro- 
duced the  ofllcial  impediments  which  for  several 
days,  prevented  her  sailing.  The  Minister  is  un- 
willing to  admit  that  the  arr£t  was  the  effect  of  my 
lepresentatiooB :  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
fiict ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence. 

NoH.  30  and  31  will  show  that  Mr.  Hautval,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Minister,  relative  to  our  first  inter- 
view, committed  some  error?  and  candidly  correct- 
•dthem. 

Nos.  92  and  33  require  no  explanation. 

Na  34  will  show  the  object  of  the  Dutch  Min- 
ister in  hw  conference  with  me,  and  requires  no 
comment.  I  was  before  informed  that  this  gen- 
tleman, if  requested,  would  interpose  his  good  offi- 
ces, but  did  not  think  it  proper  to  make  the  appli- 
cation. 

No.  35  has  already  been  the  subject  of  some  gen- 
eral remarks.  ' 

To  No.  9  a  verbal  answer  was  sent  by  the 
Minister,  that  the  letters  and  despatches  therein 
mentioned  "had  never  reached  the  Government." 

On  the  26th  of  July,  I  left  Paris ;  and,  from  the 
best  information  which  I  could  obtain  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  Executive  Directory,  (for  I 
never  had  any  direct  communication  with  them) 
they  were  rery  desirousof  a  reconciliation  between 
the  RepubHcB.  Every  impediment  to  my  depart- 
ure had  been  adopted  by  the  French  Minister:  and 
he  would  have  prevented  it,  had  he  succeeded  in  his 
plan  of  an  epistolary  discussion.  His  object  was, 
as  I  conceived,  to  gain  time  for  ascertainmg  whe- 
ther the  United  States  were  then  disposed  to  a 
treaty;  of  this  he  manifested  doubts,  being  persua- 
ded that  their  resentment  was  too  great  to  admit 
of  iL  He  seemed  also  lo  apprehend  that,  in  con- 
8ec|uence  of  the  incredible  exertions  of  Qreat  Bri- 
tam,  and  the  unequivocal  evidence  she  had  given 
of  her  ability  to  defend  herself,  they  were  inclined 
to  avenge  their  injuries  by  an  alliance  with  her ; 
and  that,  should  France  come  forward  with  over- 


tures, or  the  plan  of  a  tr^ty,  9he  would  bit  theraa, 
and  rompromit  her  honor.  I  was,  nevertheleM,« 
opinion  that,  should  Prance  be  just  and  liberal  in 
her  measures,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would  still  meet  her  on  the  ground  of  le- 
commodation.  My  judgment  was  the  resuh  d 
their  instructions:  for  I  had  never  received  sny 
other  official  intelligence  since  my  depariarefran 
America ;  I  have,  tberefore,  uniformly  incalested 
that  sentiment. 

Having  been  thus  in  a  situation  wherein,  amids 
a  series  of  events,  each  has  been  productive  of  fiwh 
embarrasmenis,  I  have  invariably  pursued  vhii 
to  rae  appeared  the  honor,  interest,  and  wel&i^ 
of  my  country,  and  been  guided  by  the  sense  «l 
the  Government,  as  far  as  I  oould  ascertain  it 

If  the  door  is  still  open  to  peace,  the  estaUiib- 
ment  of  it  must  be  a  nappy  event  to  the  Unud 
States,  as  it  will  exempt  them  from  ealamititt 
which,  notwithstanding  driusive  appearances,  wili^ 
with  short  intervals,  probably  coDtiooe,  for  httf  i 
century,  to  exhaust  and  depopulate  Europe. 

But,  if  the  national  pulse  beats  high  for  war,  lad 
the  wise  and  constitutional  councils  of  (be  Usiied 
States,  shall  consider  it  as  the  only  safe  and  koo- 
orable  alternative,  may  that  Omnipotent  Beinf, 
who  controls  events,  protect  them ;  and  may  tief 
commence  the  war  with  ardor,  continue  itwitk 
vigor,  and  terminate  it  with  glorv.  That  this  wiU 
be  the  issue  there  can  be  no  doubt,  whibl 
American  Republic  shall  choose  union  for  her 
MOTTO ;  and  profiting  by  the  misfortunes  of  otlw 
nations,  shall  be  convinced  that  eUtcord  mU  n> 
aitre  dependeiux,  attd  conbord  independencei»w 
and  peace. 

I  sliall  probably,  when  at  leisure,  give  you  toiM 
other  details  of  less  consequence,  ana, in  the  into- 
im,  remain,  sir,  with  much  esieem  and  K^eet 
your  very  humble  servant,         g  q^j^rt, 

TlUOTHT  PlCKEURG,  Esq., 

Sectary  ef  Slate. 

No.  1. 

Paris,  ^Uoy  12, 1796. 
Sib:  Being  informed  that  Messrs.  Princeaad 
Brownfield,  who  expected  to  sail  in  the  sametfa^ 
with  General  Marshall,  are  yet  at  Bordeaux,  I  oa* 
brace  the  only  favorable  opportunity  which  h» 
occurred  since  his  departure,  to  enclose  yoa  t 
copy  of  a  note,  which  1  received  from  M.  lUI^- 
rand,  Minister  of  Fordgn  Rdations,  dated  tbe 
14th  Germinal,  (April  3d,)  of  my  answer  of  the 
4tb  of  April,  and  of  my  letter  of  the  SOth  of  the 
same  month,  being  the  day  after  General  Phick- 
□ey  left  Paris.  I  had  intended  to  have  sent  Dr. 
Tazewell,  who  is  now  in  my  family  as  secretiij, 
with  my  despatches  to  onr  Oovemment,  that  ao 
time  might  be  lost  in  obtabing  from  it  sack  n- 
rangements  for  supplying  my  puce  as  might  l»re 
enabled  me,  immediately  on  his  return,  lo  lore 
France ;  but  the  measure  is  become  onneeeBsary, 
by  the  prospect  which  I  have  of  being  aUeao* 
to  embark  for  the  United  States,  with  the  aeqat* 
escence  of  this  Govemn»ent. 
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The  decisioD  of  the  Executive  Directory  with 
respect  to  my  coUeagaes,  after  we  had  obtained 
what  we  had  been  iniormed,  in  our  first  conference 
with  Mr.  Bellamy,  was  impracticable,  a  joint  in- 
terriew  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations, 
and,  after  the  latter  had  seemed  disposed  to  sns- 
pend  mauers  nntil  we  could  obtain  from  oar  Gov- 
floment  an  annm  to  our  letters,  was  not  less 
perplexing  than  surprising ;  and  their  ;»ropoflitiDn 
to  treat  with  me  separately  was  inadmissible.  It 
WIS  a  proposition  to  which  I  had  given  my  oega- 
tiFe  above  a  month  before,  when  made  to  me,  tra- 
der an  injuDCtion  of  secrecr,  by  the  Minister  o( 
Foreign  Relations.  I  was  then  informed  that  an 
iimnediaie  rupture  would  be  the  result  of  my  de- 
l«riure  from  France ;  and  the  same  oommunica- 
tton  being  again  made,  with  information  that,  if  I 
was  determined  not  to  negotiate  separately,  this 
Government  would  be  satisfied  with  my  residence 
here,  until  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States 
coald  take  their  measures,  I  conseated  to  this,  from 
public  consideratiwis  solely :  for  every  private  one 
was  apposed  to  it.  In  my  embarrassed  situation, 
not  losui'  sight  of  the  great  object  of  our  mission, 
a  reconciliation  with  this  powerful  Republic,  1 
kave  ukea  a  posititm,  hy  which  I  mean  to  aseer* 
tain,  if  possible,  withmit  compromittios  the  Qot- 
emmeot  of  the  United  States  or  mysdC  the  olti- 
nute  views  of  France  with  respect  to  them.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  for  me,  under  existing 
circumstanoea,  to  have  consented  to  a  sepatate  ne- 
gotiation, had  the  provision  been  made  in  our 
powers  and  instructions:  for  two  of  my  colleagues, 
one  from  the  Southern,  and  the  ottier  from  the  Mid- 
dle States,  having  been  sent  bach,  I  could  have  bad 
DO  prospect  of  forming  a  treaty  which  would  have 
giren  general  satisfaction  to  my  country;  and  I 
could  never  have  undertaken  any  negotiation 
without  that  prospect.  It  is  therefore  incumbent 
on  me  to  declare  tnat,  should  the  result  of  my  pre- 
sent endeavors  present  to  our  Government  more 
pleasing  prospects,  it  is,  nevertheless,  my  firm  de- 
lenninatiOD  to  proceed  no  further  in  this  negotia- 
rioo.  The  want  of  time  and  health  preventing 
farther  communications  at  present, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great  es- 
teem and  respect,  your  most  obedient,  &c. 

E.  GERRT. 

To  the  Secretabt  or  State, 

No.  2. 

Pabis,  May  13,  1798. 

Dbab  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  biigantine  Sophia  arrived  at  Havre  the  Uth 
instant ;  and  last  evening,  at  the  moment  of  en- 
closing my  despatches  to  you  of  yesterdav,  Mr. 
Humphreysdelivered  me  your  letter  of  instructions 
of  the23d  of  March,  which  shall  be  duly  observed. 
The  arrival  of  this  vessel  is  a  fortunate  circum- 
rtuee  for  me,  and  I  abaU  embark  in  her  for  the 
United  State^  in  Uea  of  taking  my  passage,  as  I 
had  proposed,  in  one  d  the  American  mercbant- 
inen,  now  in  the  porta  of  Franoe.  The  uldmate 
new*  of  this  GoveroneBl,  which  their  BAinister 


has  promised  in  writing  in  a  few  days,  shall  be 
obtained  if  possible.   I  am,  sir,  dec. 

E.  OERRY. 

To  the  Sechbtabt  of  State. 


Na  3 

The  MiuiBter  of  Exterior  Rdatkms  to  Mr.  Oeny*  En- 
vay  Eztnordinaiy  of  the  Unilad  States  of  Ameiiea 
to  tiie  French  Republie. 

Pabis,  \m  Gertnmal,  AprU  3, 1798 

^year  of  ^  Frendt  iUpMic. 
I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Mar- 
shall have  tho^ht  it  uselbl  and  proper,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  intimations  which  the  end  of  mr 
note  of  the  28th  of  last  Ventose  ri8th  March, 
1798J  presents,  and  the  obstacle  which  theirknown 
opinions  have  induced  to  the  desired  reconciliar 
tion,  to  quit  the  territory  of  the  Republic.  In  this 
supposition  I  have  the  honor  to  point  out  to  yoa 
the  fifth  or  the  seventh  of  this  decade,  to  resunw 
our  recimocal  communications  upon  the  interests 
of  the  French  Republic  and  the  United  Sutes  of 
America. 

Receive,  I  pray  yon,  dtc.. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLETRAND. 

No.  4. 
Pabib,  April  4, 1798. 
(Oerm£RaI15f&,an6.} 

I  had  the  honor,  Citizen  Minister,  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  14Ch  Germinal,  (the  3d  instant,} 
and  Mr.  Deutreroent,  who  delivered  it,  informed 
me  that  it  was  intended  to  be  shown  to  General 
Pinckney  and  General  Mar^all. 

Whilst  my  colleagues  and  myself,  to  whom  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  have  entrusted 
the  afiairs  of  the  Embassy,  had  a  joint  aeency 
therein,  1  have  carefully  imparted  to  them  all  the 
propositions  which  you  have  requested,  and  the 
relative  conferences,  and  to  yourself  our  decisions 
thereon  ;  regretting,  at  the  same  time,  the  unfor- 
tunate and  embarrassing  circumstances  which  im- 
posed on  me  this  disagreeable  task.  But  as,  by 
the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  now  expected  that 
they  will  quit  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  the  medium 
of,  or  to  take,  any  measures  which  will  be  painAil 
to  my  coUeagnes,  or  Dot  to  afford  them  all  the  a^ 
sistance  in  my  power ;  and  it  would  be,  moreover, 
inconsistent  witn  the  line  of  conduct  which  yoa 
well  know,  Citizen  Minister,  I  have  uniformly 
observed,  for  removing  the  unfavorable  impres- 
sions which  existed  on  the  part  of  this  Govent- 
ment  against  them.  Indeed,  in  our  last  letter, 
there  is  a  conditional  application  for  passports, 
which,  as  it  appear?  lo  me,  supersedes  the  neces- 
sity Ota  hint  to  them  on  this  subject;  and  Gen- 
eral Marshall  is  waiting  impatiently  for  an  an- 
swer to  that  part  of  it  which  respects  a  letter  of 
safe  conduct,  for  the  vessel  in  which  he  and 
his  suite  may  take  paiisase  for  the  United  States, 
to  determine  whether  he  shall  embark  from  France 
or  from  Great  Britain  ;  but  the  unfortunate  sita- 
ation  of  General  Pinckney,  with^c^speet  to  the 
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critical  state  of  bis  daug;hier's  health,  renders  it 
utterly  impossible  for  him  to  depart  under  exist- 
ing circumstances. 

You  have  proposed,  Citizen  Minister,  the  fifth 
or  seventh  of  this  decade  for  me  to  resume  (re- 
prendre)  our  reciprocal  communications,  upon 
the  interests  of  the  French  Republic  and  of  the 
United  States.  The  reciprocal  communicatioDs 
which  we  have  had  were  such  only  as  I  have  al- 
luded to  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  unloss 
your  proposition,  accompanied  with  an  injunction 
of  secrecy,  for  me  to  treat  separately,  is  consider- 
ed in  that  light.  To  resume  this  subject  will  be 
unavailing,  because  the  measure,  for  the  reasons 
which  I  tncD  urged,  is  utterly  impracticable.  I 
can  only  then  confer  informally  and  unaccredit- 
ed, on  any  subject  respecting  our  mission,  and 
communicate  to  the  GwTemment  of  the  United 
States  the  result  of  such  conferences,  being,  in 
my  individual  capacity,  unauthorized  to  give 
them  an  oflScial  stamp.  Nevertheless^  every  mea- 
sure in  my  power,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
duty  1  owe  to  my  country,  shall  be  zealoiisly  pur- 
sued to  restore  harmony  and  cordial  friendship 
between  the  two  Republics.  I  had  the  honor  of 
calling  on  you  last  evening,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  this  communication  verbally ;  but,  as  you 
were  absent,  to  prevent  misconceptions,  1  have 
thought  it  best  to  reduce  it  to  writing. 

Accept,  I  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister,  the  as- 
surances of  my  perfect  esteem  and  respect. 

'  E.  GERRY. 

To  the  MiiiiSTBK  OF  Foreign  Affairs 

of  the  French  RepiMic. 

No.  5. 

PABia,  AprU  20, 1798. 

(1  Floreal,  an  6.) 

Citizen  Minister  :  My  coUeaeues  having  been 
under  the  necessity  of  departing  from  Paris,  have 
left  me  id  the  most  painful  situation,  as  it  respects 
themselves,  the  Government  and  nation,  which  I 
had  the  honor  with  them  to  represent,  and  ray  per- 
sonal circumstances.  The  alteroatives  presented 
to  my  choice  were  the  continuance  of  m^y  resi 
dence  here,  or  an  immediate  rupture  on  my  de- 
parture ;  I  have  chosen  the  former,  prompted  by 
every  consideration  of  the  duty  I  owed  my  country. 

The  object  of  this  Goveromentj  in  my  remain- 
ing here,  as  announced  in  your  official  note  of  the 
Uth  Germinal,  (3d  April,)  was  *;  to  resume  our 
reciprocal  communications  on  the  interests  of  the 
French  Republic  and  of  the  United  States."  My 
answer  informed  you  that  "I  could  only  confer 
informally  and  unaccredited,  on  any  subject  re- 
specting our  mission,and  communicate  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  result  of  such 
conferences,  being,  in  my  individual  capacity,  un- 
authorized to  give  them  an  official  stamp."  This, 
then,  X  consider  as  the  line  of  conduct  well  under- 
atood  to  be  observed  on  my  part ;  and,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs.  Citizen  Minister,  I  flatter  my- 
self that  propositions  for  terminating  all  differ- 
ences for  the  restoration  of  harmony  and  friend- 
diip,  uad  for  the  re-establishment  of  eommwce 


between  the  United  States  and  France  will  be 
promptly  made  on  the  part  of  the  latter ;  that  they 
will  be  such  as.  corresponding  with  the  justice 
and  magnanimity  of  this  great  nation,  and  with 
sound  policy,  will  insure  success ;  that  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  soon  embarking  for  the 
United  Sutes,  and  presenting  ibem  to  my  Gov- 
ernment for  their  consideration ;  and  that  all  fur- 
ther depredations  on  our  commerce,  by  the  Froich 
cruisers,  will,  in  the  interim,  be  prohibited.  If,  in 
forming  this  arrangement,  I  can  renda  any  ser- 
vices, you  may  be  always  sure  of  my  immediate 
and  cheerful  co-operation. 

Measures  like  these  will  at  once  extuuoish 
those  coals  of  discord  which,  kindled  into  a  flame, 
must  be  destructive  of  the  respectire  interests  of 
the  two  Republics ;  wUl  not  only  restore  but  m- 
crease,  if  possible,  their  former  confidence,  and 
terminate  in  a  competition  for  excelling  each 
other  in  mutual  acts  of  ffraerosity  and  kindness. 

In  any  event,  Citizen  Minister,  I  flatter  myself 
it  will  not  be  thought  necessary  for  me  to  remain 
long  in  France,  as  the  state  of  my  family  and 
affairs  requires  my  immediate  return  to  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  as  their  Consul  General  will  con- 
tinue his  residence  here,  which,  pending  negotia- 
tion, will  answer  every  political  purpose. 

I  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister,  to  accept  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  perfect  esteem  and 

E.  OERR  X  ■ 

To  the  HiMiBTBR  OF  Foreign  Affairs 

the  French  Hepubbc 

No.  6. 

The  Mtnister  of  Exterior  Rdations  to  Mr.  Getty*  fo- 
voj  of  the  United  States. 
Paris,  Uth  Prairial, 
^  &h  year  of  the  Bepublic,  {May  30, 1796.) 

I  communicate  to  you,  sir,  a  London  Gazette, 
of  the  26ih  of  last  Floreal,  [May  15, 1798.]  Yoii 
will  therein  find  a  very  strange  publication.  I 
cannot  observe,  without  surprise,  that  inirigiKxs 
have  profiled  of  the  insulated  condition  in 
which  the  Envoys  of  the  United  States  hare 
kept  themselves,  to  make  proposals  and  hold  cfflo- 
versations,  the  object  of  which  was  evidently  to 
deceive  you. 

I  pray  you  to  make  known  to  me  immediately 
the  names  denoted  by  the  initials  W.  X.  Y.  and 
Z.,  and  that  of  the  woman  who  is  described  as 
having  had  conversations  with  Mr.  Pinckney 
upon  the  interests  of  America.  If  you  are  avwse 
to  sendinjg  them  to  me  in  writing,  be  pleased  to 
communicate  them  confidentially  to  the  bearer. 

I  must  rely  upon  your  eagerness  to  enable  the 
Qovernmenl  to  fathom  those  practices,  of  which 
I  felicitate  you  on  not  being  the  dupe,  and  which 
you  must  wish  to  see  cleared  up.  Accept  the  as- 
surance of  my  perfect  consideration. 

OH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  7. 

Paris,  May  31, 1796. 

Your  letter,  Citizen  Minister,  of  the  1 1th  Prti- 
ria),  [30th  May,}  and  the  gazette  xo  which  it  ra- 
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fers,  were  delirered  to  be  by  Mr.  ;  the  lat- 
ter cootains  the  whole  of  the  infortnal  negotia- 
tions oommunicated  hy  the  Edtovs  id  their  Got- 
emmeot,  and  tbe  letter  stales  that  certain  in- 
trif^aers  hare  made  propositions  and  held  conver- 
sations  with  the  Envoys,  the  object  of  which  was 
eridently  to  deeeire  them.  You  have,  therefore, 
desired  me  to  eommanicate  their  names.  If  any  of 
those  persoDs  were  unauthorized  to  act,  or,  having 
definite  powers,  have  exceeded  them,  they  cer- 
tainly have  abused  this  Qorernmeot  and  the  En- 
voys likewise ;  but  I  am  incompetent  to  judge  of 
these  points,  as  they  did  not  produce,  to  my  koow- 
leee,  credentials  or  documenti  of  any  kind. 

The  publications  referred  to  are  sufficieut  to 
show  the  delicate  situation  I  am  in  with  respect 
to  the  names  of  the  persotis,  and  are  marked  with 
8Dch  circumstances  as  to  enable  you,  I  flatter  my- 
self, to  investigate  the  subject  without  insisting  on 
any  communications  on  my  part. 

To  free,  however,  some  innocent  persons  from 
suspicions  which  are  said  to  ha^  embarrassed 
them,  I  have  do  objection  to  declare  that  three  of 
the  persons  were  foreigners,  and  that  the  fou-th 
acted  merety  as  a  messenger  and  linguist. 

Yon  will  observe.  Citizen  Minister,  how  ex- 
tremely averse  the  Envoys  were  from  such  an  in- 
formal mode  of  proceeding,  by  their  answer  of 
October  the  30th,  to  certain  propositions  previ- 
ously made  to  them ;  that,  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, they  agreed  to  put  an  end  to  such  an  inier- 
conrse ;  and  that  they  carried  into  effect  their  res- 
olntion,  notwithstanding  the  reiterated  attempts 
made  afterwardii  to  defeat  it.  They  conceived 
it  nevertheless  to  be  their  duty  to  make  a  com- 
municatioQ  of  the  whole  to  then  Government. 

Accept,  Citizea  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my 
perfect  esteem. 

E.  GERRY. 

To  the  MiNIBTBB  OF  FOBEIGN  AfFAIRS 

i^ihe  FYench  Republic 
No.  8. 

Tbe  liGnkter  of  Exterior  Rebdions  to  Mr.  Oerry,  En- 
vqr  af  the  United  States. 

FABie,  13th  Prairial,  %th  year^ 

(Jtme  1,  1798.) 

I  have  received,  sir,  your  letter  of  yesterday. 
You  inform  me,  1st,  that  the  j^zette  presented 
contains  all  the  informal  negotiations  communi- 
cated by  the  Envoys  to  their  Government ;  2d, 
that  the  persons  referred  to  have  not  produced,  to 
your  knowledge,  any  authority,  any  document  of 
any  kind  whatever^  to  accredit  themselves;  3d, 
that  three  of  the  individuals  mentioned  (that  is  to 
MTj  in  the  order  in  which  I  have  placed  them, 
W.  X.  Y.)  are  foreigners,  and  the  fonrth  (that  is 
to  Bay  Z.)  acted  only  as  messenger  and  inter- 
preter. 

Although  I  perceive  yoar  repngoance  to  nam- 
ing those  individuals,  1  mast  eamestlv  request 
Toa  to  yield  it  to  the  importance  of  toe  object. 
Be  pleased,  therefore,  1st,  either  to  give  me  their 
nsmes  in  writing,  or  communicate  them  eonfiden- 


tially  to  the  bearer ;  2d,  to  name  the  woman 
whom  Mr.  Pinckney  mentions ;  3d  to  tetl  me  whe- 
ther any  of  the  citizens  attached  to  my  service, 
and  authorized  by  me  to  see  the  Envoys,  told 
them  a  word  which  had  tbe  least  relation  to  the 
disgusting  proposition  which  was  made  by  X.  and 
Y.  to  give  any  sum  whatever  for  corrupt  distri* 
bution.  Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  per- 
fect consideraiioo. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  9. 

Paris,  Jwie  1. 1798. 

Citizen  Minister:  Being  officially  informed 
that  sundry  letters  for  General  Marshall,  Mr.  Mnr^ 
ray,  our  Minister  at  the  Hague,  Mr.  Bourne,  our 
Consul  at  Amsterdam,  the  house  of  Lange  & 
Bourne,  and  myself^  captured  in  the  American 
ship  Farmer,  some  time  since,  and  sent  to  Rotter> 
dam,  were^  by  order  of  Mr.  Delacroix,  transmit- 
ted to  Pans,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  he 
received  from  this  Government,  and  having  made 
several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  recover  these  de- 
spatches, permit  me  to  request  your  assistance  for 
oDtaioing  them  without  further  delay. 

Accept,  Citizen  Mloister.  the  assunnees  of  my 
perfect  esteem  and  respect.' 

E.  OERRY. 

To  the  MlIflBTBR  OF  FOBBION  AFFAIRS 

the  f^mch  BqjttMie. 

No.  10. 
Pabis,  June  3. 1798, 
iPrairial  15,  an  6.) 

Citizen  Minister  :  Mr.  has  delivered 

me  your  letter  of  the  13th  Prairial,  wherein,  after 
recapitulatiog  a  part  of  mine,  of  the  31st  of  May, 
yon  request  me  immediately  to  submit  to  the 
importance  of  the  object,  and,  1st,  to  give  you, 
in  writing,  or  communicate  confidentially  to  him, 
the  names  of  those  persoue  designated  by  the  let- 
ters W.  X.  Y.  Z. ;  3dly,  to  name  the  woman 
quoted  by '  Mr.  Pinckney ;  3dly,  to  inform  you 
whether  any  of  the  citizens  attached  to  your  em- 
ployments, and  authorized  by  you  to  see  the  En- 
voys, bave  said  one  word  which  had  the  least  re- 
lation to  the  shocking  proposition  which  has  been 
made  by  X.  and  Y..  for  us  to  deliver  any  snm 
whatever  for  a  corrupt  distribotioD. 

With  respect  to  the  persons  designated  by  X. 
Y.  Z.,  I  will  enclose  you  their  names  under  my 
hand  and  seal,  on  your  assuring  me  that  they  shall 
Dot  be  published  on  myauthority,althoughthemea- 
sure  does  not  appear  to  me  necessary  for  their  dis- 
covery ;  and  Z.,  as  he  informs  me,  has  made  him- 
self known  to  you.  Bat  W.  never  having  spoken  to 
me  a  word  relative  to  X.,or  to  any  part  of  ourcom- 
munications,  the  manifest  impropriety  of  my  spring 
hearsay  information  will.  I  presume,  apologize  for 
omitting  it. 

I  cannot  give  you  the  name  of  any  lady,  for  no 
one  has  made  any  political  communications  to  me 
since  my  arrival  in  Paris. 

Id  r^ard  to  the  citizens  attached  to  your  em- 
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ploymeDts,  and  authorized  by  yon  to  see  the  Ed- 
Toys  on  your  official  cornmuDications,  I  do  not  re- 
eollect  a  word  from  any  of  them  which  had  the 
least  relation  to  the  proposition  made  by  X.  and 
Y.  in  their  informal  negotiations  to  pay  money 
for  corrupt  purposes.   Aeeept,  &c., 

E.  GERRY. 
To  the  MiKisTBB  OF  FoBBiGir  An-AiBs 

qfthe  fHnch  BepuUic. 

No.  11. 

The  Ministerof  Exterior  Relations  to  Mr.  Gerry*  Envoy 
of  the  United  States. 

Paris,  16fA  Prairiai,  Qih  year, 

{4th  June,  1798.) 
Your  letter  of  yesterday,  sir,  has  just  been  hand- 
ed to  me.  You  may  render  to  me,  in  perfect  con- 
fidence, the  Dames  yon  mention  to  me,  under  your 
hand  and  seal.  I  assure  you  that  they  shall  not 
be  published  as  coming  from  yon.  Receive,  sir, 
the  as8araDC&  &c., 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  12. 
Paris,  Jane  — ,  1798, 

Prainalt  ~,  6  on. 
The  namea  of  the  persons  designated  in  the 
eomrounieattons  of  the  Envoys  Extraordinarr  of 
the  United  States  to  their  Governmrnt,  puhlisned 
in  the  "  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  the  11th  of 
April  last,  at  New  York,  are  as  follows: 

X.,  is  Mr.  .* 

Y.,  is  Mr.  Bellamv. 
Z.,  is  Mr.  Hautval. 

E.  GERRY. 
To  the  Minister  op  Fobbion  Affairs, 

i^the  fYateh  iUpublic 

No.ia 

pABta,  June  10, 1798. 

Citizen  Minister:  Having  been  informed  by 
my^  secretary,  on  the  7tb,  that  you  proposed  to 
Write  to  me  the  beginning  of  this  decade,  I  hare 
impatiently  expected,  but  not  yet  received  your 
commanications. 

The  arrival  of  the  newspapers,  containing  the 
despatches  of  toe  Envoys  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  after  embarrassing  and  detain- 
ing me  a  fortnignt,  has  produced  a  publication, 
wherein  it  is  declared  that  this  Republic  "will 
nerer  cease  to  manifest  her  dispositions  to  live  in 
peace  with  America." 

If  this  declaratioh  really  is,  as  it  appears  to  be, 
official  and  expre5i:ire  of  the  sense  of  this  Govern- 

*  Mr.  Gerry  has  inserted  the  proper  name  of  X.  in 
dus  document,  as  given  to  Mr.  Talleyrand;  but  the 
peiaon  detfgnated  by  X.  not  having  (^e  Y.)  avowed 
lunuel^  the  promise  made  by  the  Envoys  to  him  and 
T.,  "that  Uieir  namea  diooldin  no  event  be  made  pab- 
HB,"iaatm  obli^toiyon  ib»  Executive  in  respect  to 
Xf  and  thaiefine  hia  name  is  omitted. 

T.  PICKERINa 


meot.  and  is  followed  by  a  ."vstem  of  policy  sa- 
perior  to  unimportant  coosideratioDs.  permaneat 
frieDdship  may  soon  be  ertaUialied  between  the 
two  Republics. 

When  it  is  considered  that  nine  months  have 
elapsed  since  the  arrival  in  Paris  of  the  Ministm 
who  were  charged  with  this  important  negotiatioB, 
and  six  we«ki  since  the  departure  of  two  of  dien ; 
when  this  delay,  and  a  series  of  the  moat  uafortn- 
nate  events,  have  inevitably  produced  alarnuot 
apprehensions,  on  the  part  of  the  GhivemmeDtaad 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  thst  France  is  hos- 
tile towards  them,  and  waits  only  for  a  favmable 
opportunity  to  evince  it;  when  France  bersdtiB 
the  paUicatioo  mentioned,  has  declared  thai  ner 
enemies  flatter  ^emselres  virith  the  hope  of  es- 
citing  in  the  Uaited  Stales  a  war  against  her; 
when  in  tiiis  belief  she  must  be  convinced  tbatgia 
such  a  critical  state  of  a&irs,  events  are  toonpid 
to  admit  of  delay  ;  when  such  is  the  decisiM  ui 
ability  of  this  Government,  in  some  of  its  Host 
important  nefiotiatioDs,  as  to  require  bat  a  few 
days  to  comfHeie  them ;  I  flatter  myself  that  mA 
an  arrangement  on  the  part  of  this  GoverBDieat 
will  speedily  be  made,  as  will  manifest  its  amica- 
ble dispositions  towards  the  United  States,  quiei 
the  apprehensions  of  their  Government,  ope  a,  tm 
a  liboral  system,  the  channeb  of  their  commem 
with  this  eoQDtry,  and  afford  them  a  well-grouad- 
ed  assurance  of  a  speedy  and  happy  issue  to  liieir 
efforts  of  peace. 

The  br^atine  Sophia,  Henry  Greddes,  master, 
in  which  I  mean  immediately  to  embark,  is  aa- 
tiooal  property ;  but,  nevertheless,  subject,  ai  is 
represented,  to  detenticm  by  the  embargo  at  Ham; 
I  must  request,  therefore,  an  order  for  exempciag 
her  from  this  prohibition. 

My  passport,  and  the  letter  of  safe  conduct  fix 
the  vessel  are  not  yet  received.  Accept,  I  pay 
you,  &c., 

E.  GERET. 
To  the  Minister  of  Forbiok  Affairs 

of  the  fVeiu^  Republic 

No.  14. 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relation^  of  the  French  l» 
poUic  to  Mr.  Oenry,  Envoy  of  the  United  SttXm. 

Paris,  22  Prairiai,  Qth  year, 

(June  10. 1798.) 

You  could  hitherto  have  remarked,  sir,  in  mj 
letters  of  the  11th,  13th,  and  16th  of  this  moDtb. 
nothing  but  my  eagerness  to  fathooi  the  dark  in- 
trigue therein  referred  to,  and  to  diacorer  its  tuu- 
fications.  All  furthn  explanation,  in  this  respect, 
woold  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  Uie  Frakch  Gor- 
emment. 

But  I  will  not  preserve  the  same  silence  on  tU 
intention  manifested  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  Legistatare,  of 
the  14th  Germinal,  (April  3d,  1798,)  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  documents  adduced  as  pertaining  to 
:  the  bafis  of  a  negotiation,  by  the  raind  paUiein 
I  given  to  this  strange  collection,  by  the  c<H)cat- 
ments  made  of  the  ^cial  commumeatioos.  Thai 
1  intention  is  too  w«U  pnceived  in  Fiance  aad 
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America  to  require  a  deTelopineQt.  It  is  su£S- 
cient  to  repel  [he  rumor  so  (igariously  spread  of 
the  hostile  dispo^jitions  of  Fraoce ;  I  will,  there- 
fore, refer  myself  to  the  note  addressed  to  the  £a- 
Toys  OD  the  20ih  of  last  Veotose,  (March  18, 1798.) 
I  doubt  Dot  that  they  will  hare  promptly  forward- 
ed it  to  the  Presideat  of  the  Uoited  States;  and 
I  must  beliere  that,  soon  as  it  shall  be  made 
pubUc.  it  will  efface  from  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
ricaa  people  the  ill-fouoded  uneasiness  which 
they  hare  been  made  to  entertain.  As  to  the 
French  Government,  superior  to  all  the  personal- 
ities, to  all  the  maiHBUTrea  of  its  enemies,  it  per- 
serveres  in  the  intention  of  conciliatiBg  with  stn- 
eerity  al)  the  differences  which  hare  happened 
between  the  two  coontries.  I  confirm  it  to  yon 
anew.  The  French  Republic  desires  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  rights  which  its  treaties  witb  your 
QorenuneDt  confer  upon  it,  and  through  those 
meaas  it  desires  to  assure  youra.  You  claim  in- 
detnnitiesj  it  equally  demands  them;  and  this 
disposition  being  as  sincere  on  the  part  of  the 
GoTernment  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is  on  its 
part,  will  speedily  remoreall  the  difficulties. 

It  remaioB  for  me  to  ask  you,  sir,  whether  you 
are  at  length  in  a  situation  to  proceed  towards 
this  important  object.  Receive,  nr,  the  assurance 
q{  my  perfect  consideration. 

CH.  li^U.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  15. 

Hr.  Oeny  to  dw  Miniiter  of  Foreign  Aflain  of  the 
French  RepuUic. 

Paris,  June  13, 1798. 

I  have  receired,  Citizen  Minister,  your  letter  of 
the  22d  Prairial,  (10th  June,)  wherein,  after  in- 
forming me  that  all  further  explanation,  respecting 
the  dark  intrigue  iti  question,  will  be  below  the 
digaitjr  of  the  French  Government,  you  say  that 
yoQ  will  not  keep  the  same  silence  upon  the  in- 
tention manifested  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  die  United  States  to  the  Xegislature,  the 
14tb Germinal,  (3d  April;}  in  the  nature  of  the 
pieces  produced,  a»  forming  part  of  a  negotiation ; 
u  the  rapid  publicity  given  to  this  strange  col- 
leetitm ;  and  in  the  ccmeealment  of  <^ci«u  com- 
muBicationa,  by  which,  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
your  letter,  you  allude  to  your  note  to  the  Bnvoys, 
of  the  28th  Ventose,  (IStb  March  last.) 

If  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  two  Republics 
call  loudly  for  an  accommodation  of  their  differ- 
ences, (and  of  this  the  Government  of  France,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Uoiied  States,  appears  to  be 
convinced,)  is  not  a  restoration  of  friendship  be- 
tween them  one  of  the  most  direct  means  for  ac- 
complishing that  desirable  object?  And  is  it  not 
altogether  neglected?  The  unfounded  prejudi- 
ces against  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
regard  to  his  Message,  will  be  manifest  by  com- 
paring it  with  his  official  duty,  designated  by  the 
ConstitntioQ,  and  also  by  referring  to  the  dates  of 
your  note  and  his  Message ;  whereby  it  will  ap- 
pear that  the  latter  was  but  sixteendayslater  than 
the  former,  and  that  it  was  impossible  that  the 


President  could  have  received  voor  note,  or  con- 
cealed it  from  the  public.  The  Goreroment  of 
the  United  States^  pure  in  its  jirincipleti,  just  in  its 
objects,  and  wise  m  its  councils,  is  also  superior  to 
all  personalities;  and  I  wish  these  may  forever 
cease ;  for  sure  I  am  that,  from  such  a  source,  no 
good,  but  infinite  injuries,  may  result  to  the  two 
Republics.  You  conceive  that  your  note,  which 
was  duly  transmitted  bv  the  Envoys  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  publisned,  will  efface  from  the 
minds  of  the  American  people  th«r  unfounded 
inquietude.  Of  this  I  can  form  no  judgment  f 
but,  before  jrou  addressed  that  note  to  the  Envoys, 
the  proposition  therein  contained  had  been  made 
to  me  to  treat  separately,  and  1  had  slated  that  the 
measure  was  in  itself  inipoUtic,  and,  as  it  respected 
myself,  impossible. 

I  have,  nevertheless,  contrary  to  my  wishes  and 
interests,  complied  with  your  subsequent  proposi- 
tion for  remaining  here  to  prevent  a  rupture.  I 
have  been  happy,  since,  by  yoor  repeated  assur- 
ances that  this  Government  was  sincerely  di&> 
posed  to  reconcile  all  differences  between  the  two 
countries,  and  probably  would  soon  make  an  ar- 
rangement adequate  to  the  object.  Indeed,  I  had 
great  reason  to  nope  that  I  should  have  been  fur- 
nisbed  with  a  copy  of  it  bdbre  my  leaving  Paris, 
and  1  earnestly  wished  it,  lest  the  disappointment 
which  might  result  from  my  return  to  tne  United 
Slates  without  it,  should  produce  unhappy  effects ; 
but  the  vessel  in  which  I  am  to  emoaik  being 
ready  for  sea,  waits  only  for  my  arrival  at  Hi^rre, 
with  the  requisite  documents  for  the  voyage. 

The  sincerity  of  the  disposition  of  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  meet  this  Govern- 
ment on  the  ground  of  the  existing  treaties  be- 
tween the  two  couotriesj  and  to  do  Justice  to 
:  France,  as  well  as  to  receive  it  from  her,  is  too 
evident  to  admit,  for  a  moment,  of  the  least  doubt ; 
but  i  again  repeat  that  I  have  no  powers  to  enter  on 
the  negotiation.  Nevertheless,  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement might  be  made  by  this  Government, 
and  aMinisterbesent  loAmericato complete  it;  as 
it  is  of  little  consequence  to  either  in  which  na- 
tion the  n^iotiation  is  concluded,  but  of  ^reat  im* 
portance  to  both  that  it  should  to-minate  in  an  im- 
mediate aeeommodation,  and  in  the  restonrion  of 
their  friendship.  !  presume  that  in  this  our  wishes 
are  alike  sinem  and  ardent,  and  that  the  magntni* 
mous  policy  of  this  Govammeat  to  persevere  in 
the  intention  to  reconcile  with  sincerity  all  the 
differences  between  the  two  countries,  will  have 
a  speedy  and  happy  effect.  Accept,  Citizen  Min- 
ister, the  asrarances  of  my  perfect  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 

No.  16. 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  Bclations  to  Mr.  Geny,  Bnvoy 
<a  the  United  Sutes. 

Paris,  30th  Praxrial,  Qth  year, 

{June  \kk,  1798.) 

I  have  received,  sir,  your  answer  of  the  27th 
this  month,  to  my  letter  of  the  22d.  You  take  the 
trouble  to  observe  to  me  that  my  note  of  the  2Sth 
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VeotOB^  (I8th  March,  1798.)  eonld  not  have  made  I 
a  pan  oi  the  documeots  commuDicated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  14th  Ger- 
minal, (April  3d,  1798.)   Do  me  the  justice  to 
beliere  that  I  have  not  committed  this  mistake. 

YoQ  persist  in  thinking  that  your  powers  aod 
yoar  iostmctioos  do  not  permit  you  to  proceed  to 
the  conciliating  of  the  dinereoces  between  our  two 
Republics.  You  ereo  announce  to  me,  positively, 
your  departure  for  the  United  States  in  the  vessel 
which  your  QoreromeDt  has  despatched  to  Havre. 
I  should  hare  presumed  tba^  after  haring  re- 
ceived aod  transmitted  to  Philadelphia  my  note 
of  the  28th  Ventose,  that  one  of  the  Eoroys,  whose 
imj^rtial  dispositions  appeared  to  promise  a  recon- 
ciliation, would  wait  at  Paris  for  further  instruc- 
tions and  powers,  if  he  bad  need  of  them.  It  even 
appears  to  me  that  these  documents  cannot  now 
be  long  in  reaching  you,  provided  yoar  Oorern- 
ment  is  as  averse  to  a  rupture  as  you  assure  me. 
The  part  you  uke  tends  to  frive  room  to  conjecture 
that  the  vessel  arrived  at  Havre  has  only  brought 
you  orders  similar  to  the  acts  of  which  X  com- 
plained on  the  22d  of  this  month. 

Nevertheless,  sir,  such  is  the  sincerity  of  die 
assurances  which  I  have  given  yon  in  the  name 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  on  the  28th  Veotose, 
and  which  1  have  since  repeated  to  you,  notwith- 
standing the  most  irritating  provocations,  that  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  explaio  myself  to  you  as  if  you 
were  in  a  situation  to  receive  my  overtures. 

All  n^tiatioD  between  France  and  the  United 
States  must  essentially  rest  upon  three  principal 
points. 

Ist.  Frank  and  amicaUe  deeUrations  coneera- 
ing  certaia  circumstances  which  malevolence  has, 
ami  may  yet.  misrepresent. 

It  is  uttorly  fiilse,  notwithstanding  the  public 
and  private  insinuations  which  have  been  made 
in  private  writiags  and  in  strfemn  acts,  that  the 
French  Qoveroment  has  ever  sooght  to  detach 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the  Consti- 
tution they  have  given  to  themselves.  It  has 
complained  of  the  Americau  Qovemment,  but  to 
the  Qovemment  itself.  Justice  demanded  that  it 
should  render  homage  to  the  sympathy  of  a  free 
people  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  it  did  not  go 
furtner. 

The  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Pickering,  has  in- 
serted in  his  public  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckneyj(of  the 
16th  of  January,  1797,)  assertions  against  the 
gixid  fkith  o(  France  in  the  negotiations  of  1782, 
which  have  no  other  foundations  than  the  inter- 
ested commcinications  of  the  English  negotiator. 
It  is  a  long  time  that  this  insidious  weapon,  forged 
by  the  enemies  of  France,  has  been  nsed  in  the 
dark. 

It  is  of  importance  to  the  two  countries  to  un- 
derstand eaco  other  equally  concerning  the  true 
value  of  several  documents  published  as  emanat- 
ing from  the  French  Government,  and  of  the  pri- 
vate acts  of  certain  agents,  whom  it  has  disavow- 
ed. In  effect,  it  is  only  by  destroying  all  the 
germs  of  distrust  that  a  'good  understanding  can 
reappear,  and  continue  hereafter  without  oetDg 
obscured. 


3d.  Fixiiig  the  meaning  of  several  articles  of 
the  treaties  between  the  two  countries,  and  thetb- 
solute  enjoyment  of  the  rights  which  flow  fiofla 
them. 

Long  before  the  war,  the  9th  and  12th  artidei 
of  the  convention  of  the  14th  of  November,  1788; 
the  first  relative  to  deserters,  and  the  second  r^- 
tive  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Consuls,  were  i 
coniiooal  source  of  altercations.  They  have  be- 
come completely  null  by  interpretations  foreign  to 
their  manifest  intent.  It  is  necessary  to  perfect 
them. 

By  the  6th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  AlUanoc, 
France  has  renounced  the  Bermudas,  New  Bniu- 
wick.  Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  Canada;  io 
other  words,  it  has  renounced  the  procuriaz  for 
itself  of  one  of  the  ports,  which  would  haveoeea 
so  necessary  for  it  to  possess  for  the  proieciioD  of 
its  sugar  iuands.  It  devoted,  in  preference,  the 
effort  of  its  arms  to  the  defoiee  of  the  Uaitcd 
States.  It  was  nndentood  that  it  should  find  pro- 
portionate advantages  in  their  ports.  One  sf 
these  advantages  is  found  implicitly  in  the  17ib 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  of  the  stme 
day.  The  French  ships,  public  and  private,  mj 
freely  enter  into  the  American  ports  with  the  pn- 
zes  which  they  may  take.  The  ships,  public  and 
private,  of  the  enemies  of  France,  who  may  hire  i 
taken  prizes  from  it,  fthaU  not,  on  the  contnrjr, 
have  any  asylum  in  those  ports.  Such  is  the  lit- 
eral sense,  such  is  the  intended  sense.  Doesfood 
faith  permit  a  distinction  between  the  vessds  of 
the  enemies  of  France,  who  leave  their  prisa 
without  the  porL  and  those  who  come  in  wiOi 
them  ?  Can  it  be  decided  that  the  latter  nl; 
should  be  excluded,  without  evidently  violatug 
the  clause  of  the  treaty  which  is  the  most  im- 
portant to  France  1  Can  it  be  invalidated  \if 
subsequent  engagements?   Doubtless  not. 

In  virtue  of  ibe  same  17th  article,  no  aathoritf 
whatever  of  the  United  States  is  permitted  to  in- 
terfere with  the  prizes  taken  by  French  sbip^ 
public  and  F)rivate.  The  captains  are  only  boou 
to  show  their  commissions,  because  it  is  neeetn- 
ry  to  be  able  to  distinguish  the  pirate  fromaath<x- 
ized  vessels.  It  is  also  lawful  to  demand  the  re- 
lease of  a  prize  taken  within  the  extent  of  the 
jurisdiction,  that  is  to  say.  within  the  reach  of 
cannon  shot.  But  what  abuse,  wbat  vexation) 
what  odious  chicanery  have  flowed  from  tbed^ 
viaiion  from  the  meaning  of  the  article  ?  _  Tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  rejected 
the  precaations  sni^ested  to  remedy  the  evil  Br- 
perience  has  shown  that  withoal  those  precaotiais 
the  article  is  illusory. 

The  United  States  permitted  the  sale  of  French 
prizes  until  Prairial,  4th  year  (May  or  Juoe,  1796.) 
At  this  period  the  Supreme  Court  decreed  ine 
revocation  of  this  advantage,  ih  virtue  of  theSw 
article  of  the  treatv  with  Great  Britain.  Toe 
27th  article,  nevertheless,  adds,  that  that  trettT  I 
shall,  in  no  respect,  alter  those  which  tbe  United  i 
States  may  have  previously  contracted.  Bat  the 
liberty  enjoyed  by  the  French  vessels  of  war  « 
selling  their  prizes  is  derived  from  the  17tii  and 
22d  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commetce  of  tfee 
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6th  February,  1778.  The  l7th  article  would  be 
of  little  value,  if  it  were  contined  to  the  right  of 
asylum.  The  22J  article  would  be  mere  surplus- 
a^,  if  it  did  not  declare  a  right  for  the  Freoch  aad 
an  interdictioa  for  their  enemies.  Great  Britain 
obtained  a  similir  right  only  on  condition  that  it 
should  be  without  force  in  all  cases  wherein 
France  should  be  interested.  When  the  United 
Slates  concluded  their  treaty  with  Holland,  in 
OcU^,  1782,  the  memory  of  the  treaty  of  1778 
VIS  not  yet  weakened,  and  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  the  22d  article  of  the  latter  is  formally 
acknowledged  in  the  22d  article  of  the  former. 

The  5ame22d  article  of  the  treatjr  of  1778  must 
be  appealed  to  against  the  refusal  given  to  French 
vessels  of  war  to  make  any  change  of  their  arma< 
meat  in  the  United  States.  If  the  desire  to  pre- 
vent the  disorders  of  which  the  American  Gov- 
ernment complained,  induced  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  in  the  beginning  of  the  second  year, 
to  eaose  all  orufinal  armament  in  the  name  of  the 
Repoblie,  ia  the  United  States,  to  be  slopped,  it 
did  not  intend  that  the  abandonment  of  a  aoubuol 
jveieosion  should  cany  with  it  that  of  an  exj^ieit 
riahi. 

In  the  23d  and  24th  articles,  France  and  the 
Oaited  States  have  agreed  that  the  neutrality  of 
the  flag  should  determine  that  of  the  cargo,  and 
have  contracted  the  t^o  extended  catalogue  of 
contraband  merchandise.  It  would  have  been 
l^easiDg  to  the  Republic  to  see  in  general  preva- 
lence, a  system  conformable  with  sound  justice, 
and  which  it  flatters  iDelf  one  day  to  extend.  But 
how  could  the  oblieaiion  remain  reciprocal  be- 
tween it  and  the  United  States,  when  there  no 
longer  runained  a  parity  of  situation. 

The  English  Qovernmeot  has  abused  the  liberal- 
ity of  France  to  her  injury,  since  the  commence- 
DUDt  of  1793,  and  has  not  even  spared  American 
cargoes  bound  to  French  ports.  Principles,  con- 
trary to  those  which  influence  the  Republic,  hare 
been  consecrated  sinc^  in  the  17th  and  18th  arti- 
cles of  the  Treaty  of  London.  It  is  doubiIe<is  a 
forced  concession  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
who,  until  then,  made  it  their  glory,  in  all  tbeir 
treatien,  to  aim  at  the  liberty  ol  the  seas;  but 
finally,  it  is  a  concession  made  by  them  in  favor  of 
England.  France  oucht  to  enjoy  it,  in  virtue  of 
the  second  article  of  Ute  Treaty  of  Paris  :  its  re- 
grets cannot  render  it  insensible  to  its  rights. 

It  ought,  in  virtue  of  this  second  article,  which 
readers  immediately  common  to  it  every  favor 
accorded  by  the  United  States  to  any  nation  what- 
ever, to  claim  some  other  parb  of  the  Treaty  of 
Leaden. 

3d.  I^e  impartial  examination  of  the  damages 
which  hare  resulted  from  the  deviation  from  the 
treaties  of  177a 

The  treaties  which  bind  the  two  nations  have 
been  insensibly  rendered  insigniflcant  bf  sophisti- 
cal interpreutions.  The  ctearesi  clauses  hare 
beoi  finally  denied.  The  American  Government 
has  never  paid  renrd  to  the  successive  complaints 

(he  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic. 
It  has  never  admitted  them  to  eater  into  confer- 
eoce  on  this  rabject.  It  has  always  taken  upon 
5th  CoH.— Ill 


itself  to  decide  ;  although  in  every  reciprocal  con- 
tract, neither  party  possesses  the  exclusive  right  of 
interpreiation.  AAer  having  exhausted  itself  ia 
re^esentations,  the  French  Government  was 
obliged  to  cause  its  complaints  to  be  unfolded  for 
the  List  time,  on  the  2Dth  Brumaire,  fifth  year, 
(November,  1796.)  Stripped  of  the  advantages 
which  the  most  sacred,  the  most  liberal  treaty  as- 
sured to  it,  it  has  been  forced,  in  order  to  bring  the 
United  Stales  back  to  their  obli^iions  to  France, 
to  imitate  the  conduct  which  England  pursued 
previously  to  the  Treaty  of  London. 

That  Court  moderated  its  measures  after  its 
object  was  accomplished :  the  present  complaints 
of  the  United  Slates  might  have  been  prevented, 
if  those  of  the  French  Government  had  been  at- 
tended to.  The  complaints  which  the  United 
States  now  make  are.  in  fine,  only  the  conse- 
quence of  a  state  of  things  which  has  cost  the 
French  Republic  and  its  citizens  the  most  consid- 
erable  damages.  The  French  Government,  ner- 
ertheless,  has  not  ceased  to  offer  the  exact  justice 
which  it  demands.  It  has  neyerrefused,  and  nerer 
will  refuse,  to  enter  into  discussion  upon  every 
proper  subject. 

I  have  given,  sir,  to  these  three  points  a  large 
development.  We  are  very  near  an  agreement 
when  we  really  desire  it  on  both  sides,  and  when 
we  candidly  admit  the  state  of  the  question.  Yon 
see  the  negotiators  require  very  general  instruc- 
tions, in  oraer  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  which 
are  prolonged  even  until  now.  I  believe,  to  fix 
the  meaning  of  our  treaties,  it  will  be  proper  to 
draw  up  a  declaration  concerning  it,  to  be  hereaf- 
ter obligatory  upon  the  two  parties,  and  consider- 
ed as  making  part  of  the  original  acts ;  a  declara- 
tion which,  that  it  may  have  the  force  of  law, 
should  be  established  by  the  ratifications  which 
the  Constitutional  forms  resp^tlvely  require. 

The  United  Sutes  are  placed  in  that  nappy  «- 
connected  state,  which  makes  tbem,  doubtless  sal 
a  particular  value  upon  the  clauses  of  their  tre»> 
ties,  relative  to  their  commerce  end  navigation.  Ii 
is  the  efiect  of  the  long  neutrality  which  they  have 
the  hope  of  maintaining.  But  France,  although 
firmly  determined,  since  it  has  become  a  Repuo- 
Uc,  to  live  in  peace  with  all  nations,  cannot  flatter 
itself  with  escaping  the  ^^courge  which  periodical* 
ly  torments  Europe ;  and  prudence  requires  that 
it  preserve  the  rignts  which  treaties  secure  to  it,  in 
neutral  ports,  in  time  of  war.  With  this  double 
viewj  the  American  negotiators  digested  the  Trea^ 
ty  of  Commerce  of  1778.  Although  it  be  recip- 
rocal upon  the  whole,  some  provisions  are  more 
specially  applicable  to  the  fixed  position  of  tha 
United  States ;  and  others  hare  allusion  only  to 
the  eventual  pontion  of  France.  The  lattor  faaa 
made  great  sacrifices  for  the  independence  nf  Utit 
former.  France  has  stipulated  few  advantages— 
adrantages  which  do  not  in  any  respect  injure  the 
United  States,  and  the  lawfulness  of  which  no 
foreif^n  nation  can  contest.  The  French  Repub- 
lic will  nere^  renounce  them. 

It  is  now  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to 
realize  the  dispositions  which  you  manifest  in. 
their  name.  The  prudence  of  your  eonnexioM  ia 

Digitized  by  Google 


3491 


APPENDIX. 


3492 


Relations  with  fYance. 


France  has  preserved  you  from  the  prejudices 
which  it  is  difficult  nut  to  coDtract.  when  one  is 
less  on  his  guard  against  foreign  and  dome^itic  in- 
trigues. I  persuade  myself  that  you  will  transmit 
to  vour  Qoverument  only  accurate  docutnents.  It 
will  belong  to  it  to  pursue  the  best  measures  to 
effect  a  prompt  reconciliation ;  and  I  ardently  de- 
■irethat  they  may  correspond  with  the  wish  of  the 
Executive  Directory. 

I  continue  however,  to  think  that,  instead  of 
returning  to  the  United  States,  it  would  be  prefer- 
Me  that  you  should  ask  for  the  instruments  ne- 
cessary to  the  n^tiation.  Nothing  could  more 
accelerate  the  drawing  together  of  those  ties, 
which  the  French  Republic  and  the  true  Ameri- 
cans have  reeretted  to  see  relaxed.  ■  Your  pre-tence 
at  Paris,  if  the  powers,  which  must  be  supposed  to 
be  on  the  road,  should  soon  arrive,  may  momently 
accomplish  the  object  which  we  both  ambitiously 
pursue. 

Your  departure,  on  the  contrary,  will  give  a 
new  activity  to  the  plots  laid  for  precipitating  the 
two  countries  into  measures  wiiich  are  as  repug- 
nant to  their  inclination  as  to  their  interests. 

The  French  Qovernment  being,  besides,  pene- 
trated with  the  same  sentiments,  which  you  testi- 
fy, will  hereafter  wait  for  iriiat  may  be  addressed 
to  it,  and  with  pleasure  wilt  behold  you  as  the 
organ.  Accept,  Mr,  the  assurances  of  my  perfect 
consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  17. 

Mr.  Qtxry  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs  of  the 
French  RepuUie. 

Pabis,  Juw  22, 1798. 

I  received,  Citizen  Minister,  on  the  evening  of 
the  20tb  instant,  your  letter  of  the  30th  Frairial, 
(18th  of  June.)  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  13ih. 
sou  say  you  have  not  made  the  mistake  renpect- 
ing  your  letter  of  the  28th  Ventose.  I  am  not  dia- 
posed  to  impute  to  yon  a  mistake,  if  you  hare  not 
made  it;  although  I  think  that  ^our  letter  will 
warrant  the  construction  I  gave  it:  be  this  as  it 
may,  justice  requires  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  be  free  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  having  concealed  official  communications, 
when  he  bad  published  all  which  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  have  received. 

You  should  have  presumed,  as  you  state,  that, 
after  having  received  and  transmitted  to  Philadel- 
phia your  note  of  the  28tb  Ventose,  (the  I8th  of 
Marcn,)  I  would  wait  at  Paris  for  instmetions, 
and  further  powers,  if  necessary.  But  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  from  what  had  passed  between  us 
beftrn  the  arrival  of  the  brigantine  Sophia,  and, 
indeed,  after  it,  that  I  should  have  received,  for 
tb»  eonaideration  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  propositions  oo  the  part  of  this  Qovern- 
meni  for  reconciling  the  differences  and  restoring 
friendship  between  the  two  Republics;  that! 
should,  ere  this,  have  been  on  my  passage  to  the 
United  States ;  and  that  a  French  Minister  would 
have  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  eoa^ete  the 
negotiation. 


I  accordingly  informed  you,  before  the  arrifil 
of  the  brigantine,  that  I  should  embark  for  Amet- 
ica  in  June;  and,  after  her  arrival,  that  I  should 
take  my  passage  in  her,  as  soon  as  she  could  be 
fitted  for  the  sea. 

You  have  stated,  and  developed  three  poiots,  on 
which  -  yoD  conceive  the  negotiation  betirea 
France  and  the  United  States  ought  essentitUyto 
rest.  Your  letter  on  this  subject  I  will  carefDll]r 
communicate  to  my  Qovernment ;  and  if,  after 
the  voluminous  official  discussions,  on  the  part  of 
each  of  the  Republics,  of  the  subjects  in  duppte 
between  them,  you  conceive  that  a  recoociUatios 
will  be  best  promoted  by  this  mode  only,  I  m- 
cerely  wish  it  success. 

You  say  that  France,  in  her  treaty  with  ibe 
United  States,  has  stipulated  few  adrionga, 
which  in  oo  wise  injure  them,  and  the  legality  of 
which  cannot  be  contested  by  any  foreign  natios. 
You  then  add,  that  the  French  Oovernment  wiH 
never  renounce  them. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  aenr 
desired  of  France  a  renoDciation  of  any  ri|ki,  to 
which  she  is  entitled  by  their  existing  treatio;  ii 
construing  some  [nrts  of  these,  the  two  GovetB- 
ments  have  different  opinions:  but  this  is  not u- 
usual  between  nations ;  and  when  they  are  amica- 
bly disposed,  and  governed  by  the  prmciples  yot 
have  justly  laid  down,  that  neither  party  has  tbe 
right  of  exclusive  interpretation,  they  aregeoeni- 
ly  successftil,  if  direct  measures  fail,  in  adjoitiiig 
their  disputes  by  arbitration :  this  mode  has  been 
successfully  adopted  by  the  United  States  intk 
other  nations. 

My  connexions  in  France,  Citizen  Minisiw, 
have  neither  preserved  me  from,  nor  sobjectedme 
to  prejudices.  I  am  governed  by  my  own-princi- 
ples; those,  you  may  be  assured,  will  slwtji 
prompt  me.  in  the  dischargeof  my  duty,  lopceseal 
to  my  Government  exact  documents  and  sii* 
ments  of  facts. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  apply  to  the  Oorem- 
ment  for  the  necessary  instruments  to  conduct  tbt 
negotiation.  On  the  other  handf  shonid  soeh  n 

S reposition  be  made  to  me,  I  should  certainly,  on- 
er existing  circumstauces,  decline  it.  Neveitlw- 
less,  I  again  assure  you,  that  it  will  give  me  the 
greatest  pleasure,  if,  by  any  other  means,  I  can 
contribute  to  a  just  and  honorable  accommodatioi 
of  the  differences  between  the  two  Repoblics. 

My  return  to  the  United  Slates,  which  is 
pensabie,  cannot,  as  I  conceive,  be  attended  wiii 
the  effect  you  mention  ;  more  especially  as  tbe 
connexion  between  the  two  countries  will  be  still 
kept  up  by  their  respective  Consuls.  Aec^L  Cit- 
izen Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  n- 
spect.  _ 

E.  GERRT. 

No.  18. 

Mr.  Qmrj  to  the  MinMtee  of  Ftmign  RdstioBf  of 
French  B^mblio. 

Pahib,  June  25,  1798. 
GmzBtt  MmiSTBa :   I  am  again  under  the  afr 
easily  of  allying  fw  necessary  doenmenu  t>  ^ 
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able  me  to  return  to  the  United  States  ;  aodas  you 
cannot  be  mseasibie  of  the  tnanifestdisadvaDtages 
on  my  part  resulting  froia  the  delay  of  them,  I 
presnme  that  tbey  are  uow  in  readiness.  Accept 
my  tsaurances  of  esteem  and  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 

No.  19. 

Tbi  IGiiiiter  of  Exterior  ReUtions  to  Mr.  Oeny,  En- 
T07  of  the  United  States. 

Pabis,  9th  Memdor,  &th  year, 

(Jtme  27,  1798.) 

la  answering,  sir,  your  letter  of  the  4tb  of  this 
month,  (22d  June,  1798,)  I  regret  that  I  am  obliged 
to  recur  to  the  first  paragraph.  I  complained  tliat 
the  publications  made  at  Philadelphia  on  the  19th 
Oerminal,  (8tb  April,  1798,)  did  not  contain  all 
that  your  Qovernment  then  knew.  You  supposed 
that  i  alluded  to  my  note  of  the  28th  Veutose, 
(18th  March,)  which  could  not,  however,  haye 
reached  the  President.  I  begged  you  not  to  attrib- 
ute that  mistake  to  me.  You  appear  to  adhere  to 
four  interpretation.  From  respect  to  your  sincer- 
ity, of  which  I  cannot  doubt,  I  will  surmount  my 
repugnance  to  minute  digressions,  and  will  point 
out  to  you  that  one  of  the  coDcouments  which  is 
the  most  sttikine. 

I  hare  been  furnished  from  the  United  States 
with  the  clearest  proofs,  supported  even  by  ar- 
ticles extracted  from  the  American  papers,  of  the 
knowledge  which  subsisted  there  before  Germinal, 
(before  the  21st  of  March,)  of  the  objections  of 
the  Executive  Directory  to  any  negotiation  with 
two  of  the  Envoys,  and  of  its  express  desire  of 
treating  with  you.  In  eSeci,  I  early  testified  to 
you  these  dispfuitions;  and  the  declaration  on  this 
subject,  inserted  in  my  note  of  the  28th  Ventose, 
(18th  March  ,^  was  only  the  official  expression  of 
a  thing  already  compreneoded  as  well  at  Philadel- 
phia as  at  Paris. 

For  the  real,  sir,  let  us  hereafter  pass  over  these 
uelesB  episodes,  and  let  not  our  commanications 
farther  bemr  the  tint  of  recriminations.  Those 
who  are  truly  imi»rtial,  will,  perhaps^  discover  a 
degree  of  generosity  in  this  proposition  coming 
from  my  side. 

Let  Us  seriously  resume  our  explanations.  It  is 
for  facts  to  prove  the  reality  of  the  intentions  pro- 
fessed on  both  sides.  My  last  letter  attested  to 
yoo  very  forcibly  those  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
You  do  not  allow  those  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  be  doubted.  How^  then,  happens 
it  that,  after  having  received  propositions,  wherein 
ererjrtbiog  is  combined  for  a  frank  and  prompt 
coociliatioo.you  in  some  sort  shut  the  door  against 
all  future  advance? 

You  seem  to  insinuate  that  these  propositions 
have  long  been  delayed.  Tbey  could  not  have 
be«i  made  until  after  the  departure  of  your  col- 
leagues; the  first  Often  negotiations  upon  thediffer- 
ences  which  subsist  between  the  two  countries 
take  tbeir  date  only  since  that  recent  period :  noth- 
ing was  entered  upon  as  long  as  the  three  Envoys 
wen  present:  one  alone  manifested  a  temper  of 


recoDciliatioD.  Afterwards,  some  time  was  neces- 
sary to  unite  the  views  you  suggested  with  the 
determination  the  Executive  Directory  has  made, 
to  place  the  respective  interests  in  front.  I  did 
not,  above  all,  partake  in  your  opinion  concerning 
the  utility  of  your  carrying  the  overtures  of  the 
French  Groremment  personally  to  Philadelphia; 
and  I  never  thought  it  advantageous  to  send  tnith- 
er  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Republic 
before  the  happy  issue  of  ue  negotiations  com- 
menced. I  waa,  nevertheless,  about  to  transmit 
the  result  of  my  reflections  in  the  beginning  of 
Prairial,  (between  the  20tb  and  the  last  of  May,) 
when  the  incident  happened,  which  for  a  momen 
suspended  the  principal  object.  I  do  not  see  what 
delay  I  could  hare  prevented.  I  am  mortified 
that  circumstances  have  not  rendered  ourjHOgresa 
more  rapid,  and  it  is  in  order  to  accelerate  it,  as 
well  as  to  obviate  every  oew  casualty,  that  I  have 
pressed  you  in  my  last  letter  to  remam  at  Paris. 

Did  you  not  come  here,  sir.  to  establish  friend- 
ship between  the  two  Republics,  and  determined 
to  spare  nothing  to  attain  this  end,  as  desirable  to 
the  United  States  as  to  France?  Do  not  the  full 
powers  given  to  the  Envoys  authorize  them  to 
negotiate  separately?  Is  it  after  what  has  passed 
at  Philadelphia  that  you  can  withdraw  youraelH 
Ought  you  to  do  so  when  the  French  Government, 
superior  to  all  resentments,  and  never  Itstaiing  to 
anything  but  justice,  oiaoifests  itself  anxious  to 
conclude  a  solid  and  mutually  satisfactory  agree- 
ment? I  hare  iorited  you  to  request  promptly 
new  powers,  if  you  thought  you  stood  in  need  of 
them,  and  they  were  not  on  their  passage.  You 
answer,  that  this  step  is  for  you  impoanble,  and 
that  you  vmdd,  besides,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, decline  taking  upon  yourself  the  conduct- 
ing of  the  negotiation,  if  it  was  connded  to  you.  I 
cannot  reconcile  this  language  with  the  avowed 
object  of  your  voyage  to  France,  with  your  full 
powers,  with  your  attachment  to  your  country, 
with  the  assurances  you  do  not  cease  to  give  ot 
the  sincerity  of  your  Qovernmeot. 

I  commend  these  observation  to  you,8ir.  Reflect 
on  the  possible  eonsequeaces  of  your  departure, 
and  judge  for  yourself, whether  he  who  truly  wishei 
for  peace  ought  to  consent  to  iL 

Let  us  continue  more  and  more  to  advance  the 
work  we  have  entered  upon.  I  may  almost  ven- 
ture to  say  that  it  is  your  duty.  The  propositioiis 
which  I  hare  made  to  you  embrace  three  points. 

The  first  will  take  but  little  time,  and  may  be 
postponed. 

Tbe  third  will  doubtless  experience  no  difficulty 
on  either  side,  after  tbe  second  shall  be  amicaUy 

settled. 

It  is  to  the  second,  therefore,  that  we  should 
first  attend;  and  it  is  so  much  the  more  important, 
as  it  embraces  the  source  of  all  our  differences. 
A  calm  and  candid  discussion  will  successively 
clear  up  every  article  of  them.  I  do  not  see  that  tbe 
voluminous  disctissions  which  have  been  entered 
into  at  Philadelphia  have  shed  any  light  upcw  it. 
They  have  rather  contributed  to  set  up  the  pas- 
sions in  the  seat  of  reason.  Onn  shall  always  be 
followed  by  a  conclusion  either  in  the  cessation  or 
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admission  of  the  right  reclaimed.  It  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  effect  the  act  declaratory  of  the  meaDing 
of  our  treaties.  As  to  the  erentual  arbitrament  of 
a  third  Power,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  United 
States  have  sometimes  had  recourse  to  it.  The 
French  Republic  bas  never  experienced  the  want 
of  it;  and  lam  persuaded,  that,  on  this  particular 
oecasion,  it  wilt  readily  come  to  an  understanding 
with  the  United  States,  if  they  are  determined  to 
be  jnst  towards  it,  as  it  desires  to  be  towards  ^em. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con- 
nilar  ConTentioB  of  the  14th  November,  1788.  I 
annex  a  note  upon  the  difficulties  its  execution 
meets  with  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  It 
be  followed  by  similar  notes,  upon  each  of 
which  we  wilt  endeavor  to  come  to  an  agreement. 

Accept,  nr.  die. 

CH.  HAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Mote  upon  the  9th  artide  of  the  Convsntion  between 
nanee  and  the  United  Sttfest  of  dia  14lli  Novambw, 

The  beginaiDgof  this  article  declares,  ''that  the 
Oottsuls  and  Vice  Consnls  ma^  cause  to  be  arrest- 
ed the  captains,  officers,  manners,  sailors,  and  all 
other  persons,  being  part  of  the  crews  ofihe  vessels 
of  theu  respective  nations,  who  shall  have  deserted 
from  the  said  vessels,  in  order  to  send  them  back 
and  transport  ihero  out  of  the  couotry.  For  which 
purpose  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
address  themselves  to  the  courts,  judges,  and  ofli- 
eers  competent."  Before  1792  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  the  judges,  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  individual  Slates,  have  pretended  that  they 
were  incompetent.  On  the  14th  April,  1792,  an 
act  of  Congress  declared  that  the  district  judges, 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  competeta.  All  the  judget  of  the  indt- 
Tidual  States  have  since  thought  themselves  justi- 
fied in  declining  to  render  their  aid ;  but  as  there 
are  many  more  ports  in  the  United  States  than 
district  judges,  and  as  they  do  not  erea  dways  re- 
side at  a  port,  the  French  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
mis  hare  ofEen  been  unable  to  hinder  desertion,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  vessels  of  their  nation. 
The  Consuls  of  the  United  States  do  not  experi- 
ence those  difficulties  in  the  ports  of  the  Republic. 
Reciprocity,  as  veil  as  the  meaning  of  the  article, 
require  that  it  should  be  declared  "  that  all  the 
officers  of  justice  having  power  to  order  the  arrest 
of  mariners,  shall  be  considered  competent,  aodas 
such  bouod  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
Consols,  in  (he  manner  and  in  the  cases  stipu- 
lated." 

The  article  proceed^,  "  and  shall  demand  the 
said  deserters  in  writing,  proving,  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  registers  of  the  vessel  or  ship's  roll,  that 
those  men  were  part  of  the  said  crews." 

The  mariners  bare  often  waited  till  the  de- 
parture of  their  vessel  to  desert,  and  have  after- 
wards not  only  braved  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
sul, but  served  to  debauch  other  crews.  It  has 
often  been  sufficient  for  them  to  go  from  one  port 
to  the  nearest  neighboring  port  to  be  secure  from 
all  pursuit.  The  Consnl  being  no  longer  able  to 


produce  the  roll  with  ease,  or  not  having  it  in  his 
power  to  detach  it  from  the  vessel,  where  it  shoaM 
remain,  is  no  longer  admitted  to  make  a  claim. 
He  in  vain  produces  a  copy  of  the  roll  made  ia 
chancery  and  dtily  antbeolicated ;  no  faith  b 
ascribed  to  it,  notwithstanding  the  tenor  of  tke 
firat  paraj^raph  of  the  5lh  artide  of  the  eonvn- 
tion ;  it  is  maintained  that  the  original  rdl  is  se* 
cessary ;  and  thus  the  spirit  of  an  imporunt  stipn- 
lation  is  destroyed  by  the  ambiguity  aCtHbated  U 
the  letter.  It  would  be  requisite  to  declare  "thit, 
by  register  or  ship's  roll,  not  only  the  original  it 
understood,  but  every  authentic  copy  or  eztnet, 
certified  to  be  conformable  to  the  original,  hj  t 
judge  of  the  country,  before  the  departure  of  the 
vessel,  and  that  this  extract  or  copy  shall  hare,iii 
all  the  ports  of  the  respectire  Powers,  the  suae 
force  with  the  original  ibr  three  months." 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
The  Minuter  of  Exterior  RMm. 
Paris,  9th  Metsidor,  Qtk  year. 

No.  20. 

Mr.  Oeny  to  the  Minister  of  Peieign  A&ii*  of 
French  RepnUie.  • 

Pania,  JuHi/  1, 1796. 

!  have  received,  Citizen  Minister,  on  the  lltk, 
your  letter  of  the  9th  Messidor,  (27th  of  June,) 
but  without  an  answer  Co  mine  of  the  25th  of 
June,  or  the  documents  therein  demanded  for  mf 
v03rage  to  America.  You  say,  "  they  hare  Av^ 
Dished  you  from  the  United  States  with  the  most 
clear  proofs,  supported  even  by  articles  extracted 
from  the  American  papers  of  the  knowledge  which 
they  had  there  before  Germinal  (20th  of  March) 
of  the  objections  of  the  Executive  Director;  to 
any  negotiation  with  two  of  the  Envoys,  ana  <rf 
its  formal  desire  to  treat  with  me."  Admitting 
this,  it  does  not  prove  to  my  mind  that  the  Prra- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  had  received  offieiil 
communications  and  concealed  them;  but  it  is  a 
convincing  proof  that  the  information  of  thw 
facts  must  hare  been  sent  from  heace  to  the  Oai* 
ted  States,  when  secrecy  respecting  them,  impoicd 
on  me  previously  to  their  commuDication,  w» 
strenuously  insisted  on. 

You  have  made  what  you  consider  a  generoos 
proposition,  that  our  communications  should  not  be 
tinged  vrith  an  y  more  recriminatioDs:  is  the  sahse- 
quent  part  of  your  letter  altogether  free  from  ihejnl 
My  silence  on  the  abuse  offered  to  the  GoreiD- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  its  Envoys  in  general, 
and  myself  in  particular,  in  an  aoonymouj,  but 
apparently  official  publication  of  the  7th  of  Jane, 
must  afford  you  unequivocal  evidence  that  I  had 
already  adopted  the  measure  you  have  propcned. 

It  is  iocoDceivable  to  me  that,  being  witlunl 

g)wers  to  negotiate,  my  return  to  the  UniCed 
rates,  after  such  long  notice,  can  be  supposed  in 
any  degree  to  close  the  door  to  subsequent  stejs 
for  a  reconciliation.  The  door  has  always  bees 
aod  still  is  open,  on  the  part  of  the  OoverameBt 
of  the  United  States,  It  is  impossible  for  tor 
Government  to  exceed  it  in  the  moderation  aod 
justice  of  ita  measures  towards  Prance,  or  la  iu 
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peaereEance  and  patience  to  execute  them ;  bat 
it  haring  failed  ip  two  attempts,  will  not  France 
make  one  effort  to  obuin  a  reconciliation  between 
die  two  Republics  ?  Consider  the  disagreeable 
predicament  in  which  the  Gorernment  of  the 
Uaited  States  has  been  inToluntarily  placed,  and 
it  is  conceired  you  cannot  fail  to  see  the  propriety 
tnd  policy  q{  this  measure. 

I  have,  in  my  last  letter,  stated  to  you  truly 
what  I  coDceired  was  well  understood  between 
OS,  Tespeciiogmy  return  to  the  United  States  with 
the  overtures  of  France,  and  her  sending  a  Minis- 
ter there  to  complete  the  negotiation.  How  we 
eonld  mimiiderhtEtDd  each  otaet  on  these  points  is 
lo  me  inecmipieheosible.  Be  Uiu  as  it  may,  it  is 
Bot  very  material  who  ia  to  be  the  bearer  of  the 
propositions,  if  they  are  such  as  can  be  accepted 
by  the  United  Siates. 

You  inquire  whether  I  am  not  come  to  estab- 
lish friendship  between  the  two  Republics,  and 
determined  to  spare  no  pains  to  attain  this  desira- 
ble object?  Judge  jrouraelf,  Citizen  Minister, 
whether  I  have  not  foithfully  discharged  my  duty 
in  this  respect. 

You  ask  whether  I  am  not  authorized  to  treat 
separately?  Had  rar  colleagues  relinquished 
ihear  office,  been  recalled,  or  by  physical  means 
been  disqualified  to  act,  my  powers  would  have 
been  adequate  to  a  separate  negotiation,  and  I 
would  have  eaiered  on  it  without  delay.  As  mat- 
ters are  eireumatanced,  I  hare  do  such  powers. 
Ym  differ  from  me  in  opinioD  on  this  subject,  bat 
I  amst  abide  by  my  own  judgment. 

You  declare  that  France,  saperior  to  all  resrat- 
ment,  and  only  listening  to  justice,  manifests  a 
seal  to  concluf^  a  treaty  solid  and  mutually  sitis- 
fitctory.  Be  assured,  Citizen  Minister,  that  the 
Uaited  States  will  with  ardor  meet  such  a  dispo- 
^titm  on  the  part  of  France ;  and  that  it  cannot 
Jail  of  success,  if  accompanied  with  a  suspension 
of  the  long  and  cainous  dqtredations  on  oor  com- 
merce, and  with  proper  arrangenents  for  a  ne- 
gotiation. 

In  my  last  letter  you  will  perceive  that,  having 
particularly  referred  to  the  mode  adopted  by  tm 
IJnited  States  with  other  nations,  I  could  only  al- 
kde  to  that  of  deciding,  by  Commissioners,  dis- 
putes which  could  not  be  adjarted  by  direct 
neana.  Yoa  have  miseoneeired  my  intention,  if 
yoa  sai^wsed  it  extended  to  the  eveBtoal  arbitr»- 
tioo  of  a  third  Power. 

My^  frequent  applications  -  for  a  passport,  letter 
of  safe  conduct  for  the  vessel,  and  her  ezemption 
from  the  embargo  at  Havre,  have  been  altogether 
unnoticed.  I  hope  you  will  not,  by  the  eontinu- 
■ance  of  this  unusual  mode  of  conduct,  render  an 
explanation  <^it  immediately  necessary. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assuraDces  of  my 
fctfect  respect.  E.  OBRRY. 


No.  81. 

The  Minister  vi  Exterior  Relations  to  Mr.  Gerry. 

Pahis,  ISlh  McMaidor,  (Jul^  6, 1798,) 
6th  year     the  IVeach  JtepubUc. 
I  have  recciT«d,  tie,  you  answer  oi  the  13(h  of 


this  month  to  my  letter  of  the  9th.  I  will  not  cos- 
ceal  from  you  that  this  kind  of  correspondenoe 
gives  me  the  more  pain  as  it  injures  the  progress 
of  our  business. 

It  is  clear  that  be/ore  GerminaX  (before  21st  of 
March)  the  intentions  of  the  Executive  Directory 
could  not  be  known  at  Philadelphia  but  by  com- 
munieation  from  Paris;  but  I  attest  that  ttiey  did 
not  proceed  either  from  the  French  Qovernment, 
or  its  agents,  or  from  any  one  whatever,  to  mjr 
knowlet^. 

In  the  meantime,  let  us  admit  the  grataitotia 
supposition  that  you  make  upon  this  subject.  Ia 
it,  therefore,  less  true  that  mr  overtures  to  treat 
with  you  were  known  in  the  United  States,  when 
it  was  there  declared  that  France  refused  tSi  ne* 
gotiatioD? 

You  tell  me  that  the  United  States  having  been 
twice  baffled  in  their  attempts,  it  belongs  to  France 
to  make  an  effort  in  order  to  eiffect  a  reconciliation 
between  the  two  Republics.  What  name,  there- 
fore, do  you  give  to  the  indefatigable  zeal  which 
I  manifest  to  smooth  all  the  difficulties,  and  bring 
about  an  honorable  accommodation?  It  is  a  gen- 
uine effort,  sir,  the  merit  of  which  might  be  better 
appreciated.  What,  on  the  other  hand,  are  the 
two  attempts  of  the  United  States?  I  know  of 
no  other  mission  on  their  part,  in  consequence  of 
the  declaration  made  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  25th 
Brumaire,  5ih  year,  (November  15,  1796,)  thaB 
that  confided  jointly  and  separately  to  Messrs. 
Pinckney,  Marshall,  and  yourself.  I  will  not  re- 
trace the  causes  which  have  prevented  the  En- 
voys collectively  from  attaining  the  most  com- 
plete success;  but  I  will  affirm  that  they  are 
foreign  to  the  French  Government,  and  that,  ia 
any  state  of  the  cause,  it  depends  apon  you  to 
fulfil  the  expectation  of  the  two  countries. 

You  deny,  sir,  that  there  was  some  generosity 
on  my  part  in  proposing  to  you  to  banish  here- 
after from  our  commnnicatioDS  all  useless  epi- 
sodes, and  especially  no  longer  to  give  a  place  in 
them  to  recriminations.  This  is  another  episode; 
but,  since  you  force  me  to  it,  it  is  necessary  that 
I  should  explain  myself  more  fully.  If.  now  and 
then,  some  anonymous  publications,  of  a  nature 
disagreeable  to  the  American  Government,  have 
crept  into  the  French  papers,  it  would  not  become 
it  to  complain.  For  a  long  time, certain  jpapmof 
the  United  States,  the  editor  of  one  of  which  is  the 
printer  of  the  Senate,  daily  spread  abroad  the  most 
atrocious  calumnies,  the  most  injurious  insinoa- 
tions.  the  most  base  reflections,  upon  the  French 
people,  their  institutions,  their  Government,  theit 
iegishiiors,  the  heads  of  their  Executive,  their 
Ministers,  their  agents,  their  glorious  defenders. 
Yes,  those  same  warriors,  who  respect  their  ene- 
mies, receive  the  most  ignominious  appellations 
among  a  friendly  people  for  whom  many  have 
combated.  Nay,  more;  within  the  very  walls  of 
the  national  r^resentation  of  the  United  States 
how  many  deeply  insulting  speeches  have  been 
and  yet  are  delivered!  Nothing  is  spared  in  order 
to  endeavor  to  degrade  the  French  Republic  itt 
the  opinion  of  the  American  people;  and  the 
^enoe  of  your  Government  leavee  an  open  field 
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to  thttt  lorreai  of  iDvectives,  whilst  scarcely  dow 
aod  then  a  word  of  reply  escapes,  notwitbsianding 
our  vigitaoce.  from  tbe  indigaatioQ  of  some  FrencE 
citizen.  Is  it  not  repealed  in  the  United  Stales 
that  tbe  Executive  Directory  expels  aegotiaiioos  m 
order  u>  vait  ao  opportunity  of  carrying  the  war 
there?  This  odious  asnertioD  has  been  credited; 
and  your  Goverament,  which  ought  to  koow  that 
sucb  a  thought  was  never  conceived,  opposes  no 
conectiTe  to  the  impression  which  it  is  calculated 
to  make.  Whatever  may  be  your  opinioo  of  I'l, 
nSj  it  IB  generous  to  stifle  all  the  sentimeats  which 
arise  in  abundance  on  reading  your  public  papers, 
and  eren  the  debates  of  your  Legi^ture  upon  the 
aubject  of  France.  And  yet,  until  the  two  Gov- 
ernments shall  be  so  far  reconciled  as  to  concert 
the  means  of  remedying  these  abuses,  it  is  expe- 
dient that  those  who  are  to  treat  upon  the  interest 
of  tbe  two  nations  adopt  a  conciliatory  language, 
and  hereafter  avoid  what  may  fflve  rise  to  painful 
recollections.  I  repeat  to  you,  that  it  is  my  desire ; 
that  I  will  set  the  example ;  that  I  am  im[Hitient  to 
abjure  reproaches ;  and  that  I  iasist  that  this  point 
may  be  well  understood. 

This  is  tbe  last  lime  I  shall  yield  to  these  digres- 
sions, which  ought  to  be  as  disagreeable  to  you  as 
tbev  are  to  me. 

You  have  not  transmitted  to  me  any  opinioo, 
ur,  upon  tbe  note  annexed  to  my  letter  of  the  9th 
of  (hiR  month.  I  have  delayed  until  now  sending 

J'ou  tbe  following  ones.  I  flatter  myself  that  the 
ong  confereace  which  I  have  had  with  you  will 
have  produced  some  modification  of  the  resolution 
in  which  you  might  appear  to  persevere.  I  there- 
fore recommend  to  your  attention  two  fresh  notes, 
one  upon  the  twelfth  article,  and  tbe  other  upon 
the  sixteenth  article,  of  the  Convention  of  the  14lh 
November,  1788.  They  contain  everything  which 
it  is  important  to  explain,  at  present,  m  relation  to 
this  act.  We  will  immediately  after  proceed  to 
the  treaties  of  February,  1778.  You  cfesired  that 
I  might  send  you  some  propositions.  I  did  so  on 
the  30th  Frainal,  (18th  June,)  and  you  should  have 
had  them  sooner,  had  it  not  been  for  the  incident 
which  bas  happened.  I  have  therein  traced  the 
plan  of  the  negotiation.  I  have  therein  pointed 
out  (generally  the  intentions  of  France.  I  have 
therein  entered  into  an  engagement  to  discuss 
every  proper  subjecL  I  have  assured  you  that  the 
Executive  Directory  would  render  to  tbe  United 
States  that  justice  which  it  expects  itself.  1  have 
excluded  nothing  which  we  can  suggest,  on  either 
side,  to  strengthen  still  more  the  good  understand- 
ing between  our  two  Republics. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  transmit  these  proposi- 
tions to  your  Government;  tbey  are  only  toe  foua- 
datioD  of  the  necessary  discussions  upon  every 
question  of  detail  of  which  we  ought  to  find  the 
solution.  The  reconciling  of  the  difiereot  points 
upon  which  we  will  have  fixed  our  ideas  will  form 
the  act  to  be  drawn  up.  I  do  not  think  that  we 
could  come  to  cooclnuons  ui  any  other  manner. 
It  even  appears  to  me  that  there  will  bean  evi* 
dent  loss  or  time,  if,  in  this  state  of  thingy.  this  dis- 
cussion ia  adjourned.  I  have  already  given,  you 
to  understand  that  it  would  be  inoonvenient  to 


five  it  in  charge  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
hiladelphia.  ,  Circumstances  have  rendered  this 
inconvenience  more  important,  and  I  will  not  cod- 
ceal  from  you  that  1  should  fear  fresh  incideois. 

1  therefore  urge  you  more  pres^iogly  than  evei, 
sir,  whilst  I  refer  ib  what  I  have  already  written 
to  you  on  this  subject,  to  postpone  your  departure, 
anct  to  attend  quickly  to  the  discussions  whtcbi 
urge.  I  know  that  you  are  not  of  the  samec^nioa 
with  me,  with  reqieet  to  the  validity  of  your  fnU 
powers ;  but  reflect  that,  in  any  case,  you  on  ii 
nothing  bind  your  Government,  which  hu  re- 
berved  the  right  of  ratifying. 

1  will  add  that,  in  the  situetioa  in  wbick  yw 
stand,  it  is  contrary  to  all  usage  to  depart  without 
notifying  that  you  have  received  an  order  tba»- 
for ;  that  the  usage  on  the  contrary  is.  whea  t 
doubt  is  raised  upon  tbe  full  powers,  the  Earoy 
waits  the  decision  of  bis  Government,  witboat 
breaking  ofl*  the  negotiation.  Receive,  sir,  the  u- 
fiuranee  of  my  perfect  conjideration. 

CM.  TALLEYRAND. 

[EXTEBIOR  ReLATIONB.] 

Note  upon  the  twelfth  article  of  the  Convention  betvMS 
Franceand  the  United  Stales,of  the  UthMon^ 
1788. 

This  article  has  been  executed  in  France  ia  in 
literal  meaning, and  in  its  im|dicit  meaning;  dnt 
is  to  say,  that  alt  the  differences  between  the  cii* 
izensof  tbe  United  States  in  France  havebeei 
left  to  the  decision  of  their  CmisuIs,  and  that  tbe 
sentences  of  the  latter  have  been  executed  whca 
coercion  was  necessary,  in  the  same  manner,  aid 
by  the  same  officers  of  justice,  as  the  sentenea  of 
the  French  tribunals. 

Nothing  has  been  changed,  in  this  respect,  siBce  | 
the  establishment  of  the  Republican  form  of  Gm-  j 
ernment,  notwithstanding  the  jealousy  which  is  | 
peculiar  to  it,  and  which  tbe  judiciary  aothoritics 
of  every  country  possess  in  general.     *  I 

It  has  been  judged,  as  to  the  literal  meuin^  | 
that  the  jurisdiction  given  to  the  Consnboftbe  \ 
United  States  over  their  cuuntrvmen  was  not  ia  i 
any  respect  optional.  The  twelfm  article  doesnol  ^ 
declare  in  effect  that  all  the  differences  may  be  | 
determined,  dkc..  which  would  imply  ontv  a  power 
in  persona  of  the  nations  to  sue  before  their  Cm-  : 
suls,  and  a  power  in  the  latter  (o  admit  or  decline.  | 
It  declares,  formally,  that  all  differences  shall  be  i 
determined,  Slc.,  which  implies  a  reciprocal  obti-  j 
I  gation  upon  the  persons  of  the  nation  and  theii 
Consuls.   This  obligation  is  confirmed  by  ibelut 
paragraph,  which  pronounces  an  absolute  intenHe- 
tion  upon  the  territorial  officers,  civil  or  military, 
to  interfere,  in  any  manner  whateverj  aod  cms*- 
quently  obliges  the  persons  of  the  nation  to  amil/ 
to  their  Consnls,  and  the  Consuls  to  decide  meir 
differences. 

It  has  been  judged,  as  to  tbe  imi^ied  metniDft 
that  the  Btipulation  being  express,  muiual  tad 
guarantied  by  the  public  faith,  included  withio  it 
the  enjgagement  to  give  it  effect.  It  would  lure 
been  ridiculous  to  put  the  citizens  of  the  Vaitn  \ 
States  in  France  onder  the  scceasitf  of  xdmif t 
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exclusirely,  their  differeoces  to  their  CoD»uls,and 
the  iiece:isity  of  taking  them  up,  as  the  only  com- 
peteoi  judges,  without  iutendiDg  the  ezecuiion  of 
the WQteoces.  But  ibis  ezectitioD  can  proceed  ouly 
from  the  territorial  power  which  disposes  of  the 
force. 

It  has  finally  been  judged^that  this  kind  of  juris- 
dieiioa  was  not,  in  any  respect  repugnant  to  the 
local  sovereignty,  because  its  admbsion  was  rau- 
toaUjr  agreed  upon ;  that  it  did  not  stand  in  com- 
petition with  the  French  tribnnals,  because  it  did 
not  embrace  objects  common  to  them ;  that  it  did 
not  abridge  the  territorial  rights,  because  it  ex- 
tended only  to  foreigners. 

There  has  been  no  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the 
Uatted  States,  wherein  this  question  has  been 
viewed  under  a  different  aspect,  and  the  French 
Government  has  constantly  received  complaints 
upon  this  subject.  In  1792,  atteuiiou  seemed  to  be 
paid  to  the  representations  which  it  caused  to  be 
made.  An  act  of  Cuagress  of  the  14th  April,  of 
that  year,  declares,  "  that  in  all  cases  wherein,  by 
any  article  of  the  Coovention,  the  Consuls  of 
Fiance  are  entitled  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  any 
Older,  the  Marshals  of  the  District  Coartn  of  the 
United  States,  or  their  deputies,  should  be  the  offi- 
cers competent,  and  should  give  their  aid  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  stipulations."  The  same  act 
having  providetLin  the  preceding  paragraphs,  for 
the  execution  of  the  seventh  and  ninth  articles  of 
the  Convention,  that  which  has  been  just  cited  is 
applicable  only  to  the  twelfth  article,  the  last  of 
the  three  which  were  foreseen,  and  the  only  one 
wherein  an  order  might  be  issued.  But  soon  after- 
wards the  officers  designated  eluded  this  provision. 

Since  that  time,  some  courts  in  the  United  States 
bare  declared  that  they  would  not  lake  cognizance 
of  actions  at  law  between  FrenchmeQ.  These 
actions  have  been  sustained  in  other  courts,  not- 
withstanding the  remoustanees  of  the  defendants. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Consuls  of  the  Republic 
decided  in  vain  upon  the  diffidences  submitted  to 
their  judgment.  One  while  the  justice  of  the 
couDlry  was  refused,  by  arguing  from  the  tenor  of 
the  twelfth  article ;  at  another  time  the  Consular 
jurisdiction  was  palsied,  by  arguing  from  its  nie- 
tended  silence;  and  sometimes  it  was  entirely  Tor^ 
gotten. 

It  is  of  pressing  importance  to  put  an  end  to 
these  uncertainties,  wnich  are  discouraging  to  the 
French  merchants,  and  embarrassing  to  their  Gov- 
ernment, whose  protection  they  claim. 

The  twelfth  article  of  the  Convention  between 
France  and  the  United  Stales  gives  to  the  Consuls 
a  judiciary  authority  over  their  countrymen,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  respective  tribunals.  This 
anthoriiy  is  not  optional}  it  does  not  derogate 
from  the  rights  of  sovereignty  of  either  Republic; 
It  is  founded  on  a  reciprocal  agreement ;  it  is  con- 
formable with  the  principles  asserted  by  the  most 
enlightened  writers  upon  public  law;  it  meets 
with  no  opposition  in  France,  and  it  ought  to  be 
fiuthfully  facilitated  in  the  United  States. 

The  French  Government  wilt  not  insist  upon  a 
particular  mode  of  executing  the  sentences  of  the 
Coosnls  in  the  United  States.  It  asks  only  die 


express  recognition  of  the  implied  meaning  of  the 
twelfth  article,  and  a  promise  to  provide  for  it 
fully  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in  the  man- 
ner most  consonant  with  the  forms  used  in  the 
eounuy. 

C.  M.  TALLEYRAND, 
Mini$ter  of  Exterior  Relationt. 

Pari B,  I8th  Metndor  6th  ytar, 
(July  6, 1798.) 

[Exterior  Relations.] 

Note  upon  (he  nxleenth  article  of  the  Convention  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  Statss,  at  the  14tb 
November,  178^  and  general  observations. 

Paris,  ISth  Meuidor  6th  year. 
(Jufy  6,  ]79a) 

This  article  declares  that  the  convention  shall 
be  fully  and  completelv  executed  during  the  space 
of  twelve  years,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratiGcatioos.  - 

The  exchange  took  place  in  January,  1790,  and 
the  term  appointed  will  expire  in  January,  1802. 

It  will  be  proper,  before  that  period,  to  set  about 
the  revision  of  the  convention.  Many  articles 
require  it.  The  French  Republic  will  snow  itself 
less  jealous  of  the  privileges  of  the  Consuls  than  of 
the  stipulations  useful  to  its  merchants  and  navi* 

fators.  The  United  Stales  wilt  doubtless  be  guided 
y  the  same  laudable  views.  Two  Republics  will 
the  more  readily  agree  on  this  subject,  as  they  are 
founded  upoa  the  same  principles. 

But  it  is  possible  that,  on  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  the  parties  may  not  be  prepared  at  the  time 
fixed  for  the  intended  negotiation ;  that  more  ex- 
perieoce  may  be  desired;  or  that  they  may  not 
even  agree  as  to  the  best  system  to  be  adt^ted. 
The  French  Qovemment  proposes  that  it  be  de- 
clared, "  that,  on  account  of  the  events  which  turn 
prevented  a  judgment  upon  the  effect  of  the  pre- 
sent convention,  it  shall  be  prolonged  for  six  years 
after  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  first  years,  if  it 
be  not  renewed  in  the  interval." 

The  French  Oovernment  also  proposes,  '"that, 
in  all  quotations  of  any  article  of  the  convention, 
the  denomination  of  French  CUizen  be  submitted 
for  that  o( subject;  and  the  words  FretuA  ^^jdh 
lic  be  placed  in  the  stead  of  Mott  C^ri^ian  Sxngf 
Mo^  VhriMtian  Majesty. 

C.  M.  TALLEYRAND, 
Minister  of  Exterior  Relations. 

No.  22. 

Mr.  Gerry  to  die  Minister  of  Foreign  AlUrs  of  the 
French  Bqrablic 

Paris,  Jvly  10, 1796. 

Citizen  Miiiistbr:  I  received, on  the  dtb  instant 
your  letter  of  the  6th,  being  the  18th  Messidor,  and 
shall  briefly  reply  to  it. 

You  inform  me  that  the  communication  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Executive  Directory,aent  to  Phil- 
adelphia before  OerminaL  the  20th  of  March,  did 
not  proceed  from  the  French  Government,  its 
agents,  or  any  pemm  whatever,toyottrknoirfed(t: 
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ani  I  affirm  that  it  did  not  directly,  or  indirectly, 
proceed  from  me. 

The  rumor  then  must  hare  been  vague.and  could 
Jkot  have  merited  the  attention  of  the  PresideDt  of 
<he  United  States,  much  less  could  I  have  author- 
ized his  formal  communication  thereof  to  Con- 
gress. 

The  two  attempts  of  the  United  States  to  obtain 
a  recoQciliatioQ  between  the  Republics,  to  which 
I  referred  in  my  la*;l,  were  those  of  the  mission  of 
a  Minister  to  efface  unfarorable  impressions,  ban- 
ish suspicions,  and  restore  cordiality  bet  ween  them, 
and  afterwards,  of  the  three  Envoys,  whose  pow- 
ers were  more  extensive.  I  made  no  allusions  to 
your  conduct,  and  with  respect  to  my  own,  have 
done  everything  incumbent  on  me. 

Yon  ComplaiB  that  cortain  newspapers  of  the 
United  States,  one  of  which  has  for  its  editor  the 
printer  of  the  Senate^  calumniate  daily  the  French 
people,  their  institutions,  Glovernment.  legislators, 
and  others.  The  Envoys,io  their  letter  to  yourself, 
of  the  third  of  April,  bare  discussed  this  subject 
■o  fully  as  to  leave  nothing  further  necessary  to  be 
said  thereon. 

You  also  complain  of  some  speeches  of  the  na- 
tional representation  of  the  United  States,  degrad- 
ing the  French  Republic  in  the  opinion  of  the 
American  people,  and  of  the  silence  of  our  Gov- 
ernment thereon.  The  Constitution  of  ihe  United 
States  expressly  prorides  that  the  Senators  and 
Representatires,  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
House,  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 
So  essential  is  the  freedom  of  debate  to  each  House, 
■stobe  sacredly  preserved  by  the  Constitution, 
and  to  be  above  the  control  of  every  other  depart- 
nent  of  Government.  The  Government  or  the 
United  States,  on  their  part,  pay  do  regard  to  offen- 
sive speeches  in  foreign  Lej^islatures.  well  know- 
ing that,  however  amicably  disposed  Governments 
may  be  towards  each  other,  such  a  mode  of  con- 
duct must  be  productive  of  perpetual  sources  of 
discord  between  them. 

And  now,  having  replied,  Citizen  Minister,  to 
your  observations,  on  these  subjects.  I  assure  you 
that  nothing  can  be  more  disagreeable  to  me  than 
such  discussions.  I  did  not  give  rise  to  them,  and 
here  I  shall  terminate  them. 

Chi  the  27lh  of  June,  about  six  weeks  after  !  had 
demanded  my  passport,  and  when  my  baggage 
was  00  board  the  Sophia,  you  sent  me  a  note  con- 
taining some  remarks  on  tne  Consular  Conrention, 
and  expected  a  formal  discussion  of  them:  to  this, 
without  powers,  I  should  not  have  consented  at 
any  time;  I  have  repeatedly  refused  it;  and  must 
adhere  to  my  determination. 

You  conclude  by  observing  that,  in  my  situation, 
which  is  that  of  an  unaccredited  Minister,  it  is 
contrary  to  all  usages  to  depart,  without  notifying 
that  I  have  received  orders  therefor  ;  and  that, 
Ml  the  contrary,  it  is  customary,  when  a  doubt 
arises  upon  full  powers,  to  wait  the  decision  of  the 
Oovemment  of  which  one  is  the  Envoy,  without 
breaking  the  negotiation.  On  my  part  there  baa 
been  no  doubt  of  a  want  of  powers,  and  there  has 
■ot  been  any  negotiation;  there  eanoot,  then,  be 
m  rapture  of  it  by  ray  departure.   I  am  to  judge 


of  the  necessity  of  demanding  my  passport.  I  now 
renew  my  demand  of  it,  and  the  other  documents 
necessary  for  the  voyage,  and  request  s  definite 
answer. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assunneesof  nir 
perfect  consideration.  E.  GERRT. 

No.  23. 

The  Minister  ol  Exterior  Rebtirau  to  Mr.  Geny,  Ekkj 
of  the  United  States. 

MiifiBTaT  or  FoREioN  Rblatkws, 
Mmior,  {July  12,  1796.) 
As  long  as  T  could  flatter  myself,  sir.  with  hi- 
filling  the  wish  of  the  Executive  Directory  bf 
endeavoring  with  you  to  re-establish  the  gooam- 
derstanding  between  the  French  RepuUie  aadtk 
United  States,  I  used  my  efforts,  both  in  our  eoi- 
ferences  and  in  my  correspondence  with  yon,  to 
smooth  the  paths,  to  establish  the  basis,  to  enter  on 
the  business,  and  to  convince  you  of  the  ntiltty(rf 
your  presence  at  Paris.  It  is  in  yoor  character  of 
Envoy  of  the  American  Government  that  1  re- 
ceived you  and  wrote  to  you;  it  depended  open 
yourself  to  be  publicly  received  by  the  ExecutiTe 
Directory.  Without  partaking  m  your  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  change  which  the  deparlnreof 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Marshall  might  produce  ia 
the  full  powers,  wherein  I  have  read  thai  yon 
have  been  authorized  to  treat  separately,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that,  in  the  hypothesis  even  m 
which  you  placed  yourself,  you  ought  to  refer  tke 
question  to  yoar  Government  and  in  the  iateml 
fix  with  me.  by  a  calm  and  friendly  diseoiuaB] 
all  the  questionable  points  of  our  differences. 

This  proceeding  was  the  more  natural,  as,  set- 
ting aside  the  premature  knowledge  which  yov 
Government  had  of  the  offer  to  treat  with  yoft 
after  the  departure  of  your  colleagues,  my  Bote 
of  the  28th  Ventose,  ( 18th  of  March)  which  nwn 
have  reached  Philadelphia  about  the  end  of  Fio- 
real  (May  19)  lef^  no  more  doubt  upon  this  «b- 
ject.  It  comprehends  three  subjects  perfectlyis- 
tinct.  It  begins  by  rectifying,  with  the  digniiT 
which  becomes  the  French  Governmeat,  t« 
statement  of  grievances  of  the  United  Stato, 
drawn  up  by  their  Envoys  in  the  inverted  oidci 
of  facts,  on  the  28th  Nivose  preceding,  (IT* 
January.)  It  next  points  out  the  reasons  whin 
prevented  the  n^tiation  from  being  carried  on 
wittt  the  Envoys  collectively.  It  finally  declares, 
solemnly,  the  conciliatory  dispositions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Directory;  its  expreiis  desire  of  reaew- 
ing,  between  the  two  countries,  the  ties  of  their 
former  friendship ;  and  the  intention  to  treat  with 
you.  A  declaration  so  explicit  was  made  oaly  lo 
furnish  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
an  infallible  means  of  accommodation.  It  wtst 
pledge  of  peace  that  might  be  taken  up.  Ipn- 
sumed  you  could  not  be  long  in  receiring  aotlo- 
:  gous  instructions,  and  even  other  powers,  if  tfae; 
were  necessary  ;  or  that  at  least  if  you  had  aa- 
nounced  to  the  President  a  wish  to  return  to  A■^ 
rica,  another  Envoy  would  come  to  consomoMte 
the  happy  work,  which  we  should  have  hid  me 
satisfaction  to  prepare. 
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With  sDch  well  gTonBded  hopes  were  mingled 
eoosiderttioiis  upon  the  iDconveoieDces  of  your 
d^fMurture.  I  have  given  you  to  uoderataad  that, 
BOtwitbstaDding  the  assurances  you  have  giren 
me,  Dobody  would  believe  that  it  was  owing  solely 
to  )[our  incliDation,  to  a  tb(«ough  conviction  of 
the  invalidity  of  your  powers,  or  to  a  wish  to  see 
the  care  of  the  negotiation  confided  to  other  hands. 
I  have  conversed  with  jrou  respecting  the  conjee- 
tores  which  it  would  give  rise  to;  on  the  means 
it  would  furnish  the  British  Cabinet,  which  spares 
nothing  to  draw  France  aad  the  United  States  to 
extremities,  from  which  it  calculates  (o  derive  the 
sole  profit ;  and  on  the  suspicions  even  which  the 
French  Government  would  be  made  to  conceive. 
I  endeavored  to  make  you  see  into  its  possible 
eoosequences.  The  happeoingof  several  circum- 
stances has  already  retarded  the  reconciliation  of 
the  two  Republics.  It  may  be  permitted  to  him, 
who  sincerely  wishes  for  peace,  to  fear  OfW  ones. 
These  views,  for  which  I  shall  ever  honor  my- 
self, induced  me  to  resist,  as  much  as  I  could,  the 
desire  you  maaifested  of  quitting  France.  Yon 
decisively  insist  upon  it  in  yourlett«  of  the  22d 
of  this  month,  (10th  July.)  The  Executive  Di- 
rectory has  coDsequcDtly  authorized  me  to  send 
you  the  passports  which  you  request,  for  yourself 
and  the  vessel  which  awaits  you  at  Havre.  Yon 
will  find  ihem  enclosed. 

May  your  return  to  the  United  3tate5,  and  the 
commuoicatioo  of  what  has  passed  between  us, 
since  you  have  solely  represented  your  Govern- 
ment, remove  there  the  injurious  opinion  of  hos- 
tile intentions  of  the  part  of  France :  you  have 
often  repeated  to  me,  sioce  you  pressed  your  de- 

Eirture,  that  if  you  could  not  treat  here  as  an 
Dvoy,  your  good  offices  in  the  United  States 
should  not  be  spared  as  a  citizen.  You  have  it 
not  in  yoor  power  to  render  to  the  two  countries 
a  more  signal  service,  than  by  eonfribating  to 
mike  their  politieal  and  eommercial  reUttions  ac- 
cord with  their  incIinatiiHi  and  interest.  Assure 
yonr  Government  that  the  Executive  Directory 
perseveres  id  the  intention  of  conciliation  with 
sincerity,  the  differences  which  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  the  United  Sutes, 
as  soon  as  an  opportunity  for  that  purpose  shall 
-  be  sincerely  presented.  If  it  be  realty  true  that 
the  dispositions  of  your  Government  correspond 
thercwitfa,  let  it  gire  a  proof  of  it.  and  yoo  may 
answer  beforeband  for  the  success. 

You  cannot  dissemble,  sir^  that  if  nothing  pre- 
vented you  from  pursuing  with  me  the  examining 
and  reconciling  of  the  grievances  wbich  divide 
the  two  countries,  we  should  not  long  stand  in 
need  of  aorthing  bat  the  respective  ratificatioos. 

Who  will  donbt  of  the  sincerity  of  the  French 
Government,  when  it  shall  be  known  that,  for 
nearly  three  months  every  pressing  solieitatiim 
came  from  me,  and  that,  faithful  to  the  enrage- 
ments  I  have  made  in  my  note  of  the  28th  ven- 
tose,  (18th  March)  1  have  been  the  first  seriously 
to  press  the  negotiation  after  the  departure  of 
Uessrs.  Pinekney  and  Marshall?  It  will  not  be 
said,  I  -hope,  that  the  refusal  to  treat  with  them 
M  a  refasal  of  oonoiliatioa,  because  thia  refusal 


was  accompanied  with  a  promise  to  treat  with 
you,  and  your  full  powers  presented  you  as  sepa- 
rately authorized. 

I  snail  incessantly  appeal  to  that  document  be- 
cause it  is  the  foundation  of  the  opinion  which 
the  Government  must  have  formed ;  and  even  ad- 
milting  that  you  were  tied  down  by  secret  re- 
strictions, I  could  not  in  my  mind  oppose  what  I 
did  not  know,  on  account  of  the  credence  due  to 
the  ostensible  power. 

Yes,  sir,  when  scarcely  informed  of  the  depart- 
ure of  Messrs.  Pinekney  and  Marshall.  I  endeav- 
ored, in  every  conference  I  afterwards  had  with 
you,  to  demonstrate  to  you  the  urgency,  the  pro- 
priety, and  the  possibility  of  an  active  negotia- 
tion.  I  collected  your  ideas;  they  differed  from 
my  own;  I  endeavored  to  reconcile  them,  and  1 
was  about  to  transmit  some  propositions  to  yoa, 
when  a  packet  from  your  Governmeot  arrived  at 
Havre.  You  then  appeared  to  be  preparing  to 
depart.   Until  then  I  never  supposed  yon  enter- 
tained the  design  of  embarking  before  we  had 
come  to  an  agreement  upon  the  definitive  article* 
to  be  ratified  oy  your  Government.   A  few  days 
afterwards,  I  received  some  despatches  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  contents  of  which  for  a  moment 
gave  a  new  course  to  my  correspondence  with 
you.   On  the  23d  Prairial,  (lOih  June)  I  notified 
you  that  the  dispositions  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory were  the  same,  and  I  prayed  you  to  inform 
me,  whethei'  you  were  finally  in  a  situation  to  ne- 
gotiate.  On  the  30tb  Prairial,  (18tb  June)  I 
transmitted  to  you  a  complete  plan  of  the  nego- 
tiations.   On  the  9th  Messidor,  (27th  June)  I 
sent  you  my  first  note  for  discussion  upon  one  oi 
the  points  of  our  treaties,  which  are  unexecuted 
io  the  United  Sutes.  Yon  declined  answering 
.  it.   It  b  necessary,  however,  to  be  agreed  apon 
\  the  details  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  conclusions* 
On  the  18th  Messidor,  (6th  July)  I  sent  you  two 
others.   In  vain  I  accompanied  these  documeota 
with  the  most  cordial  invitation  rapidly  to  run 
over  with  me  this  series  of  indispensable  disena- 
sioDs  upon  all  oar  grievances.    Yoa  have  not 
even  given  me  an  opportunity  of  proving  what 
liberality  the  Executive  Directory  would  use  on 
the  occasion.   You  never  wrote,  in  fact,  but  for 
your  departure.   And  it  is  the  French  Republic, 
which  is  accused  in  the  United  Slates  with  not 
wishing  for  peace.   Perfidious  instigators  will  in- 
sinuate that  It  never  wished  it.   I  vrill,  iberefort^ 
ascend  to  the  period  when  the  first  symptoms  of 
discontent  manifested  themselves,  that  is  to  say,  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Minister  Oenet  at  Philadelphia 
in  Prairial  of  the  1st  year.  An  universal  joy  Mist 
forth  in  the  United  States  at  the  declarations  he 
was  charged  to  noke.  He  then  expressed  ^e 
friendly  and  generous  intentions  of  the  French 
Government,  wbich,  powerfolin  the  uational  en- 
ergy, forbore  to  claim  aid  ftom  its  allies.  Some 
of  his  measures  soon  afterwards  gave  umbrage. 
They  were  the  effect  of  a  zeal  badlv  adapted  to 
local  circumsunces,  and  unfortunately  still  worae 
interpreted.   The  President  caused  his  complaints 
concerning  them  to  be  made  in  France  at  the 
etoae  of  the  sane  year.  The  committee  of  pa1»* 
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Ue  Mfeijr  immediatdr  reodered  nttsraction ;  and 
other  »pnb  trriTed  it  Philadelphia  in  the  brgiD- 
ning  or  Venlose,  2d  fear:  their  iastmeiioDs  will 
Iwar  the  nimcMt  puUicity ;  not  to  interfere  io  any 
party  matter;  to  re»peet  the  GorerDment;  to 
prompt  it  to  maintain  itt  neutrality  with  vigor ; 
to  repress  all  armaments  which  might  endanger 
it ;  to  maintain  the  rights  secured  to  France  br 
its  treaties;  sach  is  the  sabstance  of  ihem^  soon 
also  were  the  instructions  giren  to  the  Minister 
Adet,  who  succeeded  them  in  the  3d  year.  Surely 
nothing  can  be  more  |racific.  Nevertheless,  the 
rights  of  Fraoce  are  insensibly  forgotten ;  the 
most  important  clauses  of  its  treaties  arc  rendered 
iasigoificant ;  its  vessels  experience  the  most  dis- 
eoaraging  vexations ;  England  sports  with  impo- 
■ity  with  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
which  to  France,  who  is  too  confident  in  it,  be- 
aomet  a  source  of  loss.  A  transaciion  clandes- 
tinely negotiated  ends  b;^  consecrating,  to  the  det- 
riment of  a  friendly  nation,  tbe  pretensions  of  its 
implacable  enemy.  After  that  time,  nothing  has 
passed  between  the  American  Goremment  which 
the  representations  thwart,  and  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic,  who  eonld  not 
avoid  making  them,  but  a  correspondence  grad- 
ually increasing;  in  asperity.  The  French  Oov- 
emment  never  interferes  in  them :  it  reposes  upon 
the  hope,  that  their  own  interest  would  lead  the 
United  States  to  jMiceive  that  England  was  draw- 
ing them  within  its  vortex.  Far  from  taking  an 
hostile  attitude,  it  affects  indifference  in  order  to 
show  itself  patient  with  dignity.  The  crowd  of 
complaints  which  it  receives,  obliges  It  finally  to 
change  this  line  trf*  eondnet.  It  causes  its  griev- 
ances to  be  deelared  on  the  25th  Bramaire,  5th 

Sear,  (November  15,  1796)  and  in  order  to  pro- 
aea  a  negotiation,  too  long  delayed,  it  draws 
from  the  treaties  of  Paris  and  London  the  most 
soitable  means  of  hastening  it.  It  is  animated  by 
DO  hostile  intention.  In  order  to  obtain  from  the 
United  Stales  some  degree  of  justice,  it  places 
them  in  a  situation  to  be  obliged  to  demand  an 
arrangement  themselves.  Let  us  now  see  whe- 
ther it  has  rejected  any  honorable  propositions. 

Mr.  Pittckney  had  departed  before  the  declara- 
tion of  the  26th  Bruroaire  (November  15, 1796) 
which  suspended  tbe  customary  relations.  He 
came  to  succeed  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  like  him.  to 
explain  and  palliate  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  without  anv  special  power  for  the  oego- 
timtion  demanded  ny  France.  He  could  not  be 
received,  because  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  ful- 
fil th«  conditions  repaired,  upon  the  presumption 
of  jwlitical  connexions.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  an  ex- 
traordinary meeting  of  the  Legislature.  I  shall 
not  review  the  opening  speech,  nor  the  turn  which 
the  debates  took  in  that  session.  But  I  will  say, 
that  the  impression,  which  resnlted  therefrom,  at 
Paris,  was  unfavorable  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Envoys  ;  that  this  circumstance  alone 
raised  an  obstacle,  which  ought  to  have  been  fore- 
seen at  Philadelphia ;  that  the  Envoys  themselves, 
nnwilliog  to  comprehend  the  n&tural  effect  of  this 
kiad  of  provocation,  have  contributed  to  render 


!  the  imprewion  more  durable.  It  has  fiailly, 
howevef,  yielded  to  the  primitive  desire  of  a  ni- 
eere  Teeonciliatioii.  Yon  find  a  proof  of  it  in  the 
very  expedient  suggested  of  treating  with  yoa 
separstefy;  for  a  Government  bostildy  dtqiued 
wonld  not  have  taken  tbe  delicate  course  whiek 
guards  its  honor  and  fulfils  its  pacific  intentioni. 

You  have  given  me  tonndersund,  sir,  that  it 
would  have  been  well  had  the  Executive  Dila- 
tory supported  the  declarations  which  I  hsve 
made  to  you  in  its  name,  by  a  change  in  the 
measures  which  afiect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

I  might  answer  you,  that  your  GovemnMBt 
might  have  also  secured  its  object  by  restoring  tt 
first  the  French  Republic  to  the  rights  wuek 
flow  from  its  treaties.  But  let  os  exact  less  rig- 
idly  and  be  more  equitable  towards  eadi  otho. 
Although  the  roeasnm  of  France  are  no  mon 
than  die  consequence  of  those  of  the  United 
j  States,  you  must  have  remarked,  tbat,  in  my  prop- 
:  ositioos  of  the  30th  Prairial  (18th  June)  the  is- 
I  teotion  of  the  Bxeeutive  Directory  is,  that  ibc 
I  respective  pretensions  may  be  collaterally  exaai- 
i  ined  and  a^asted.    It  intends  to  place,  in  a  single 
act,  a  durable  monument  of  the  lutare  friendtttip 
of  the  two  Republics,  and  tbe  justice  which  tbcf 
owe  to  each  other,  and  no  idea  of  false  giory  es- 
ters its  mind.   On  taking  leave  of  you,  sir,  I  htie 
supposed  tbat  I  owed  you  a  testimony  of  myo- 
teem ;  it  consists  altt^ether  In  the  nnreservedaen 
with  which  I  have  just  spoken  to  you,  and  io  tlw 
expression  of  the  regret  which  your  deparftue, 
under  tbe  present  circumstances,  gives  me.  Re* 
ceive  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideratioB. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

P.8.<fthe  Snth  MeatidoTj  (Jufy  15, 179a) 

A  circumstance,  sir,  of  infinite  importance,  bn 
delayed  tbe  despatching  of  this  letter.  I  do  sot 
know  bow  it  happens  that  at  every  step  towardi 
a  reconciliation  a  cause  of  irritation  interrenn, 
and  that  the  United  States  always  give  rise  to  it 
Some  days  since  different  advices  were  success- 
ively received  by  the  Executive  Directory.  It 
seems  that,  hurried  beyond  every  limit,  your  Gh>r- 
ernmeot  no  longer  preserves  appearances.  A  Isw 
of  the  7th  of  I^t  month  authorizes  it  to  cause 
every  French  vessel  of  war  to  be  attacked,  whiek 
may  have  stopped,  or  intended  to  stop  Americas 
vessels.  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives suspends,  from  tbe  13th  of  this  month, 
all  commercial  relations  with  the  French  Remb- 
lie  and  its  possessions.  Several  plans  of  a  lav 
have  been  proposed  for  banishing  the  FVench  and 
seouestrating  French  property. 

The  long  suffering  of  the  Executive  Directory 
is  about  to  manifest  itself  in  the  roost  uoqnesti<Hi- 
able  manner.  Perfidy  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
throw  a  veil  over  the  pacific  dispositions  which  it 
has  never  ceased  to  manifest. 

It  is  at  the  very  moment  of  this  fresh  provoet- 
tion^  which  would  appear  to  leave  no  honorable 
choice  but  war,  that  it  confirms  the  afsurances 
which  I  have  yiveo  you  on  its  behalf.  In  the 
present  criris,  it  confines  itself  to  a  measoie  of 
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security  and  self-preserTatiOD,.by  layiog  a  (empo> 
rary  embargo  oa  Americaa  vessels,  with  a  reserve 
of  mdeniDtties,  if  there  be  occasion  for  tbem.  It 
isjret  ready,  it  is  as  much  disposed  as  ever,  to  ter- 
minate, hy  a  candid  negotiation  the  differences 
which  suMist  between  ifae  two  connlries.  Such 
is  its  repugnance  to  consider  the  Uofted  States  as 
enemies,  that,  notwithstanding  their  hostile  de- 
monstrations, it  means  to  wait  until  it  beirresisti- 
Uy  forced  to  it  bv  real  hostilities. 

Since  you  will  depart,  sir,  hasten,  at  least,  to 
transmit  to  your  Government  this  solemn  decla- 
ration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
Na  34. 

Mr.  Gerry  to  the  Minister  al  Foreign  Afiiia  of  tiie 
French  KepubHc 

Pabis,  July  20, 1798. 

Citizen  Minibter  :  I  received,  on  the  27ih 
Messidor,  (I5th  July)  vour  letter  of  the  24th  (the 
12ili  of  July)  on  whien  permit  me  to  make  some 
obsorationa. 

Ton  allege  that,  io  the  United  States,  the 
French  Republic  is  accused  of  not  wiping  for 
peace,  and  to  show  that  it  was  always  desirous 
thereof,  you  recur  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Qeaet  in 
iUnerica.  Far  from  accusations  of  any  kind,  I 
wish  to  cultivate  harmony  between  the  two  Gktv- 
emmenis,  as  the  solid  basis  of  peace.  From  that 
epoch,  to  the  departure  from  the  United  States  of 
Mr.  Adet,  the  correspondence  of  the  Secrelaries 
of  Sute  of  the  United  States,  witb  the  French 
Mioisiers  Id  America,  and  the  American  Minis- 
ters in  France,  contains  the  history  to  that  lime, 
of  the  unhappy  differences  between  the  two  Re- 
pablics,  and  evinces  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Oov- 
etoment  of  the  United  States,  amidst  the  inevi- 
table embarrassments  resulting  from  the  convul- 
sive state  of  Eurt^,  to  preserve  harmony  and 
friendship  with  the  Frenen  Republic,  and  to  per- 
form, witli  scrupulous  attention,  the  duties  of 
neutrality.  If,  by  any  unfortunate  events,  Fnuce 
had  sustained  injuries  during  that  term,  still  the 
manifest  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  justice  and  moderatitm,  was  a 
sure  pledge  of  redress. 

WKen  Mr.  Monroe  was  recalled,  a  Minister 
was  seat  to  supply  his  place,  and  you  say,  "  he 
could  not  be  received,  because  he  was  not  inasit- 
nation  to  fulfil  the  conditions  necessary  for  the 
renewal  of  the  political  connexions."  Had  he 
been  received,  he  could  have  applied  for  other 
powers  if  necessary  ;  nothing  is  more  usual.  The 
application,  which  you  have  so  strenuously  urged 
on  my  part,  must  hare  been  for  the  renewal  of 
powers  annulled  by  the  act  of  sending  away  the 
other  Envoys  ;  sarel^,  then,  your  arguments 
vould  have  applied  witb  much  more  force  to  the 
ease  of  a  Minister,  whose  powers  were  onlr  snp- 
posed  inadequate  to  the  objects  of  bis  mission. 
The  act  of  rejecting  this  Nfinister,  accompanied 
with  circumstances  of  high  displeasure  on  the 
part  of  the  Chivernment  of  the  French  RepuUio, 
could  not  fail  to  wound  deeply  the  GoTernmeiii 


of  the  United  States,  and  to  produce  observations 
OD  such  an  important  event.  Let  the  cause  and 
effect  be  buried  in  oblivion:  the  remembrance 
thereof  cannot  promote  harmony.  This  you  will 
readily  accede  to,  when  you  consider  the  amica- 
ble and  attentive  conduct  immediately  adopted 
hy  the  American  Government,  in  sending  thre« 
Envoys  Extraordinary  with  adequate  powers  to 
effect  a  reconciliation  and  a  renewal  of  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  Republics. 

From  the  arrival  of  the  Envoys  at  Paris  to  the 
departure  of  two  of  them,  the  objecu  of  their 
mission  were  defeated  by  insuperable  bars  arising 
from  demands  of  loans,  which,  violating  the  neu- 
trality of  the  United  Stales,  would  have  involved 
them  in  immediate  war,  and  of  procuring  reparfr* 
tlons  for  the  observations  hinted  at.  Towards  the 
end  of  that  period,  after  imposing  on  me  secrecy, 
you  stated  the  embarrassments  and  dissatisfaction 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  on  account  of  the 
opinions  and  conversations  of  my  colleagues,  its 
determination  not  to  treat  with  them,  and  its  de- 
sire to  negotiate  with  me;  and  joa  added,  thai 
my  departure  would  prodoce  an  immediate  rufH 
tore.  Astonished  as  I  was  at  this  communication, 
I  informed  you  that  X  had  no  powers  to  treat  sep- 
arately; the  moisnre  waa  unpoasible;  and  that 
had  my  powers  been  adequate,  a  treaty  made  un- 
der such  circumstances  could  never  be  ratified  by 
my  Government.  You  differed  from  me,  we  rea- 
soned on  the  subject,  and  each  adhered  to  hie 
opinion.  1  ur^ed  m  vain  the  unreasonableness  of 
admitting  prejudices  against  my  coUeaguett,  with- 
out informing  them  of  the  causes  thereof,  the  good 
effect  in  removing  these,  which  mi^hl  result  from 
such  information,  and  the  necessity  of  making 
known  to  them  all  that  had  now  passed  between 
us.  You  held  me  to  the  promise  of  secrecy,  add- 
ing that,  if  I  would  negotiate,  we  could  soon  fin- 
ish a  treaty,  for  the  Executi  ve  Directory  mre  not 
in  the  habit  of  spending  much  time  about  such 
matters.  Youdesited  another  intervleii^  in  which, 
after  a  discnssion  of  the  subject,  I  confirmed  and 
adhered  to  my  determination.  In  this  slate  affiiira 
remamed  for  some  time,  and  I  flattered  myself 
with  the  hope  that,  failing  in  the  proposition  for 
negotiating  with  me  separately,  your  next  would 
be  to  accredit  the  three  Envoys;  in  such  an  event 
the  secrecy  mentioned  would  have  been  proper. 
This  expectation  was  strengthened  by  the  two  sub- 
sequent interviews  which  they  bad  with  you; 
and  you  may  judge  of  my  surprise  on  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  28th  Venlose,(l8th  ofMarch,) 
containing  a  refusal  to  treat  witb  two  of  the  En- 
voys, and  renewing  the  proposition  to  treat  with 
me.  Finding  that  I  was  the  [>erson  alluded  to. 
and  that  all  hopes  of  our  being  jointly  accredited 
were  at  an  end,  I  apain  refused,  in  the  most  posi- 
tive terms,  to  negotiate  separately  :  another  pro- 
position was  then  made,  that,  to  prevent  a  rup- 
ture, I  should  remain  here  till  information  could 
be  sent  to  my  Government  of  the  events.  Em- 
barrassing as  Boeh  a  state  was,  I  submitted  to  it, 
rather  than  to  bring  on  a  war.  You  afterwards 
sent  me  yonr  note  of  the  14th  Germinal,  (3d  April,) 
pcoposiii^  that  I  should  icanme  our  iceiproeid 
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CommunicatioDs  udchi  the  inierests  of  tbe  French 
Republic  and  tbe  United  Stales.  To  this  1  replied 
OQ  the  4ih  of  April,  "  that  I  could  only  confer  in- 
formally and  unaccredited,  OD  any  subject  respect- 
ing our  mission,  and  communicate  to  the  Govern- 
naent  of  the  United  States  (he  result  of  such  con- 
fereoces,  bein^,  in  my  individual  capacity,  unau- 
thorized to  give  them  an  official  stamp."  The 
day  after  the  departure  from  Paris  of  the  last  of 
my  coUeague$,  1  again  addressed  you,  and  quoting 
the  above  paragraph,  informed  you  that  this  I 
eonsidered  as  tbe  line  of  conduct  well  understood 
to  be  observed  on  my  part ;  to  this  you  made  do 
(AjectioD^  rerbally  or  by  writing,  and  thus  acqui- 
esced in  It.  Had  you  not,  I  snoold  have  imme- 
diately demanded  my  passport.  ' 

At  one  of  our  first  ioterriews^  after  that  letierj 
yon  stated  a  difficulty  in  adoptmg  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  from 
your  not  beins  informed  of  the  wishes  of  the 
Ckivernment  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  a 
treaty:  these  were  so  reasonable  that  I  tnought  it 
best  to  communicate  tbem  to  you ;  and,  according 
to  your  own  opinion,  since  expressed,  they  would 
require  little  or  no  time  for  discussion  ;  nothing 
can  exceed  them  for  moderation  or  justice.  Be- 
lieving that  you  were  seriously  disposed  to  bring 
fwward  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  tor  the  consideration 
9S  the  Ctovernment  of  the  United  States,  and 
being  also  convinced  that  the  subject  there«  had 
been  so  fully  discussed,  and  was  so  well  under- 
stood, as  not  to  require  much  time  to  accomplish 
it,  I  informed  you  that  I  should  embark  tor  Amer- 
ica in  June,  and  although  you  objected  to  it  in 
the  first  instance,  you  afterwards  apfteared  to  be 
fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  it,  promised 
to  digest  the  plan  proposed  without  delay,  and  to 
send  it  to  me  for  examination.  I  conferred  with 
you,  at  difierent  times,  on  the  expediency  of  send- 
ing a  Minister  (o  Philadelphia  to  complete  the 
negotiation,  and  you  promised  to  consider  of  it. 
At  leneth  the  Sophia  arrived,  and  a  few  days  af- 
terwards you  informed  me  that  I  might  make 
myself  quite  easy,  that  France  did  not  wish  a  war 
with  tbe  United  Sutes ;  that  she  had  no  thoughts 
(tf  it ;  that  the  American  afiairs  were  before  tbe 
Executive  Directory,  and  that  everything  would 
be  arranged  to  my  wishes.  I  again  stated  the 
necessity  ot  sending  a  Minister  to  America  to 
complete  the  negotiation.  Yon  said  you  would 
pfopose  one  to  the  Executive  Directory.  Tliis  I 
could  not  suppose  was  for  the  purpose  you  have 
since  stated,  of  residing  there  after  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty. 

Thus  were  matters  circumstanced  until  tbe 
arrival  of  the  gazettes,  containing  tbe  despatches 
of  tbe  Envoys  to  their  Government,  wbicn  gave 
more  than  a  momentary  turn  to  your  correspond- 
ence with  me.  When  I  informed  you  ibat  I 
should  embark  in  tbe  Sophia,  as  soon  as  she  could 
be  fitted  for  sea,  there  was  sull  time  to  finish  tbe 
plaa  of  the  treaty,  and  to  send  it  by  me,  if  expe- 
dient. Yon  desired  me  to  remain  here;  I  told 
you  my  return  was  indispensable,  and  gave  you 
no  other  reason.  I  thought  that  sufficient  you 
eaneeive  it  depended,  on  me  to  be  publicly  re- 


ceived by  the  Executive  Directly;  bat  our  opin- 
ions are  different  on  this  point.  A  Government 
sends  three  Envoys  to  treat  with  another  Govern- 
ment; this  rqect»  two  of  them,  and  proposes  to 
treat  with  tbe  third.  Candor  must  admit,  1  think, 
that  the  latter  cannot  accept  the  prmiosal  witboot 
transferring,  in  this  instance,  the  Execotive  au- 
thority of  his  Government,  who  would  only  hare 
nominated  three  Envoys  to  the  foreign  Govera- 
ment,  who  would  have  appointed  one  of  tkeBi. 
Yon  say  that  if  my  powers  are  altered  by  tht 
departure  of  my  coUeagaes,  yet,  on  my  own  hy- 
pothesis, I  ought  to  have  referred  tbe  question  lo 
my  Govermneot,  and  in  the  interim  to  have  fixed 
with  you,  hy  a  calm  and  amicable  discussion,  all 
the  contentious  points  of  onr  differences.  If  mf 
Government,  as  you  repeatedly  have  asserted, m 
apprized  before  the  20tli  of  MAtch  of  the  propoii- 
(lon  to  treat  with  me  separately,  it  is  evident  tkat 
it  was  not  disposed  to  send  me  new  powers;  f« 
the  Sophia  sailed  on  the  28th  of  that  montb,asd 
knowing  this,  you  still  urged  me  to  make  tbeap' 
plication.  I  have  been  always  ready,  and  m 
you  come  forward  with  the  project  of  a  treaiy, 
would  have  entered  into  a  calm  and  amicsMe  con- 
ference with  you  on  every  part  of  it ;  but  not  into 
a  formal  epistolary  discussion,  which  was  notpro- 
posed  till  some  time  after  I  was  ready  to  emwk, 
was  only  relative  to  tbe  Consular  ConveniioB. 
which  will  soon  expire,  was  cootrary  lo  my  stipu- 
lation relative  to  conferences,  in  which  yoo  u- 
quiesced,  and  would  have  required  months  In  be 
completed. 

You  were  tbe  first,  you  affirm,  to  press  xnm- 
ly  the  negotiation :  you  will  agree  with  me  ibtt 
tne  merit  vrould  have  been  greater  had  the  na- 
sure  itself  been  feasible. 

Ydu  frequently  remind  me  of  your  eiertioBi 
which  I  am  disposed  as  much  as  pos.<iiUe  to  tppR- 
ciate,  regretting  at  the  same  time  their  circuitoss 
direction.  On  my  part,  I  think  you  will  beet*- 
vinced  that  everythipe  has  been  done  whieb  etr- 
cumstances  herein  truly  detailed  would  admit 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  learn  that  the  Exeeniiw 
Directory  is  still  ready,  and  is  as  much  dbpon 
as  ever  to  terminate,  by  a  libeiftl  neootiitioB,  ibe 
diffoenoes  which  subsist  between  the  two  eoos- 
tries. 

This  disposition  has  always  existed  on  tbe  put 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  Stotes.  A■^ 
gotiation,  then,  if  set  on  foot  free  from  all  propv- 
sitioDs  of  loans  and  explanations  of  speeches  u 
be  held,  if  necessary,  in  a  city  of  some  nconl 
nation,  and  providing  for  a  decision  by  tbreeor 
five  Commissioners,  of  all  points  which  mayooi 
be  determined  by  direct  negotiation,  would  soil 
be  accompanied,  in  my  opinion,  with  success; 
but  having  no  authority,  I  cannot  make  tbe  pi^ 
position.  A  preliminary  measure  appean  to 
requisite,  in  which  the  dignity  of  this  Goren- 
ment  is  as  deeply  concerned  as  the  interest  of  tlu 
United  States.  The  depredations,  outrages,  aai 
cruelties,  committed  on  our  comnmee  and  cffl- 
zens,  in  the  Wnt  ladies  and  on  onr  eoeit^ 
French  privateers,  some  of  which,  it  i>  ■■^H^j 
no  eonniaaions)  are  perhaps  seldom  pnaiK*" 
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amoDg  cirilized  nations.  It  is  said  that  this  Gor- 
ernment  has  not  been  early  apprized  of  these 
eraits,  which  have  been  a  ^reai  source  of  irrita- 
tion in  the  United  States,  aoid  a  principal  cause  of 
the  repressiTe  measures  adopted  by  them.  A  re- 
call of  the  commissions  of  the  privateers,  and 
Rstrainiiu^  them  by  severe  penalties  to  the  proper 
objects  orcapttin,  cannot  &U  to  have  a  nappy 
effect. 

Yon  claim  a  promise  of  my  good  offices  as  a 
private  citizen  in  America.  These  shall  not  be 
wanting  to  represent  truly  every  measure  of  this 
Government,  and  to  render  successful  all  such  as 
may  be  well  adapted  to  effect  a  reconciliation. 
This  is  all  that  can  be  expected  of  me,  and  the 
duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country  will  require  it. 

And  now,  Citizen  Mmister,  having  given  you 
a  tMtimony  of  my  esteem,  cuch  as  reiuTts  from  a 
£rank  and  candid  conduct,  I  bid  you  adieu,  wish- 
ing aincerely  a  speedy  renewal  of  amity  and  com- 
aerce  between  the  two  Republics. 

Aeeqjtt,  Citizen  Minuter,  the  assurances  of  my 
perfect  coasideration. 

E.  GBRRY. 

No.  36. 

Tlw  Minialor  of  Extorim-  Relations  to  Mr.  Oerry, 
Envoy  of  Ae  United  Slates. 

Pabib,  Uh  Thermidcr,XJyly  22,  1798.) 

6f  A  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
one  and  indivmhle. 

Allow  me,  to  sir,  to  confine  myself  to  tbe  two 
last  paragraphs  of  your  answer  of  the  2d  of  this 
moDth  to  Euy  letter  of  the  24thMes8idorj  f  July  12.) 
Easy  as  it  may  be  to  rectify  those  whicn  go  be- 
fore, it  would  be  to  enter  uselessly  into  the  circle 
of  dij^ressioDs.  It  is  my  duty  to  feel  what  is  the 
state  of  things  jou  think  due  to  yourOoremment, 
and  this  consideration  would  be  alone  sufficient 
to  me  if  I  set  a  less  valuation  upon  conciliatioa. 

You  repeat  to  me  ^at  t^e  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  always  been  disposed  to  termi- 
nate amicably  the  differences  which  subsist  be- 
tween the  two  Republics.  This  fresh  assurance, 
at  a  time  when  hostile  demonstratioos  have  just 
been  made,  could  not  but  temper  their  effect.  But 
let  then  a  frank,  candid,  and  truly  amicable  act, 
speedily  realize  those  dispositions.  Far  from  eo- 
terhig  into  the  answers  of  the  President  to  the 
addresses  which  have  been  presented  to  him  from 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  whatsoever 
they  may  be,  I  would  fain  behold  in  his  expres- 
nons  notning  but  a  political  expedient.  I  do  not 
thence  judge  less  favorably  of  tlie  true  intentions 
which  you  profess  in  his  name,  and  I  would  not 
lure  engaged  you  to  warrant  the  success  of  the 
first  prooi  wbioh  he  will  render  of  them,  if  tbe 
Bxecative  Directory,  which  was  ready  to  receive 
you,  had  not  made  a  fixed  determination  upon  the 
aubjecL  A  negotiation  may  therefore  be  resumed 
even  at  Paris,  where  I  flatter  myself  you  have 
observed  nothing  but  testimonies  of  esteem,  and 
where  every  Bnvoy  who  shall  unite  your  advan- 
tafet  cannot  £iil  to  be  well  received.  Moreover, 
I  Enow  not,  sic,  why  yoa  tell  me  that  it  would  be 


requisite  to  lop  from  this  negotiation  every  pre- 
liminary respecting  a  loan,  and  explanations  on 
the  subject  of  the  speeches  delivered.  Be  pleased 
to  read  over  again  the  propositions  which  i  trans- 
mitted to  you  on  the  30th  Prairial,  (June  18.)  they 
contain  all  the  ideas  of  the  French  Goremment ; 
and  you  will  not  find  in  them  a  word  which  justi- 
fies your  recurring  to  those  two  questions.  An 
odious  intrigue  had  got  possession  of  them ;  the 
dignity  of  the  French  Grovernment  could  not  per- 
mit this  mixture,  and  it  did  not  wish  that  views 
as  pure  as  its  own  should  be  associated  therewith 
hereafter.  As  to  the  preliminary  measures  which 
you  suggest,  sir,  tbe  Gkivernmeot  has  already  anti- 
cipated your  desire.  By  information  which  it  has 
just  received,  it  indeed  leams  that  violeDces  hare 
been  committed  upon  the  commerce  and  utizeu 
of  the  United  States  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
their  coasts.  Do  it  the  justice  to  believe  that  it 
needs  only  to  know  the  fiicts,  to  disavow  all  acts 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Republic  and  its  own 
decrees.  A  remedy  is  preparing  for  it,  and  orders 
will  soon  arrive  in  the  West  Indies  calculated  to 
cause  everything  to  return  within  its  just  limits, 
until  an  amicable  arrangement  between  France 
an<l  the  United  States  shall  re-establish  them  re- 
spectively in  the  enjoyment  of  their  treaties. 

This  period,  sir,  cannot  be  too  near  at  hand.  I 
do  not  cease  to  regret  that  you  should  refuse  your- 
self the  accelerating  of  it,  by  yielding  to  circum- 
stances, persuaded,  as  I  ever  am,  that  yon  were 
fully  authorized. 

Accept  my  wishes  for  your  happy  passage,  and 
the  assurance  of  my  per»et  consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  26. 

Mr.  Geny  to  die  Hmtster  of  Exterioar  Relalieiis. 

Pabib,  Jti;y25,I798. 

Mr.  Gerry  having  seen  in  the  Redadeur  of  this 
morning  the  publication  of  a  letter  to  him  from 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French 
Republic,  dated  the  24th  Messidor,  (12th  of  Julv,) 
requests  nim  to  order  a  just  translation  of  uie 
answer  dated  tbe  20th  of  July,  to  be  also  pub* 
lished.  Mr.  G.  being  on  the  eve  of  his  departure 
from  Paris,  presumes  the  Minister  will  readily 
comply  herewith,  to  prevent  partial  and  undue 
impressions  against  him  in  bis  absence. 

No.  27. 

ne  MittHter  of  Extaiior  Jtebtioi^  to  Hr.  Chrry, 
Envoy  of  die  United  States. 

Paris,  16tt  Thermidor^  {Aug.  3, 1798.) 

6rt  year  of  the  French  ReptMic^ 
one  and  indivisible. 

Presuming,  sir,  that  you  have  not  yet  embarked, 
I  address  to  you  a  decree  of  tbe  Executive  Direct- 
ory, wherein  yon  will  find  a  part  of  the  measures 
which  I  announced  to  you  the  4th  of  this  month. 
Its  solicitude  will  not  be  confined  to  that.  Neu- 
trals, in  general,  will  have  reason  soon  to  be  con- 
vinced of  its  finh  attachnteat  to  tbe  {vinoipki  to 
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which  it  is  desirous  tbat  all  the  maritime  natioos 
might  agree.  It  depends  upuu  the  United  States, 
in  particular,  to  cause  ererjr  misunderstaodiog 
immediateljr  to  disappear  between  them  and  the 
French  Repablie. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consid- 
eration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

No.  38. 
Havre,  Augiut  8,  1798. 

At  the  moment  of  my  embarcatioo,  Ciiizen 
Minister,  I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  your  let- 
ter of  the  16th  Thermidor,  (3d  Augusi,)  with  the 
arrli  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  13th,  both 
of  which  shall  be  commnniealcNl  to  the  Supreme 
Bzecatire  of  the  United  States  immediately  after 
my  arrival  there. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my 
perfect  respect. 

E.  GERRY. 
The  MiHiaTER  op  Foreign  ArrAias 

of  the  fVmch  BepttbUc 

No.  39. 

Extract  frcMn  the  Ragistsn  of  the  Deliberati(nu  of  the 

Executive  Directory. 

Pabih,  13th  Thermidor,  (July  31,  1798.) 
6ih  year  of  the  French  Hepubtic. 

The  Executive  Directory  having  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies : 

Considering  tbat  information  recently  received 
from  the  French  colonies  and  the  continent  of 
America  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  French 
eraisers,  or  such  as  call  themselves  French,  have 
infringed  the  laws  of  the  Republic  relative  to 
cruising  and  prizes. 

Considering  that  foreigners  and  pirates  have 
abased  the  latitude  allowed  at  Cayenne,  and  in 
tbe  West  Indian  islands,  to  vessels  fitted  out  for 
cruising,  or  for  war  and  commerce,  in  order  to 
cover  with  the  French  flag  their  extortions,  and 
the  violation  of  the  respa;t  due  to  the  law  oi  na- 
tions, and  to  the  persons  and  property  of  allies 
and  neutrals;  Decrees — 

Abt.  1.  Hereafter  no  letters  of  marque,authori- 
zations,  or  permissions,  to  fit  out  vessels  either  for 
cruising,  or  for  war  and  commerce, shall  be  issued 
in  the  colonies  of  America,  but  by  the  special 
■gents  of  the  Directory  tbemselves.  who  shall  not 
delate  tbat  power  to  any  one:  they  shall  exer- 
cise it  only  in  bvor  o(  owners  of  vessela  whose 
principles  and  responsibility  are  well  known  to 
tbem ;  and  they  shall  be  bound  to  conform  tbem- 
selves to  all  the  laws  relative  to  cruising  and 
prizes,  and  especially  to  those  of  the  1st  October, 
1793,  (0.  S.) 

Art.  2.  All  letters  of  marque,  authorizations, 
at  permissions,  granted  in  the  colonies  of  America 
by  the  particular  agents  of  tbe  Executive  Direc- 
tory, and  all  other  agents,  civil  and  military,  un- 
der their  orders,  to  fit  out  vessels  either  for  cruis- 
ing, or  for  war  and  commerce,  shall  be  considered 
as  not  having  been  done,  after  (he  thirtieth  day 


from  the  publication  of  the  present  decree  in  the 
said  colonies. 

Art.  3.  All  agents  aod  other  deputies  in  the 
neutral  possessions,  appointed  to  decide  there  upoo 
the  validity  of  prizes  taken  by  (he  French  cruis- 
ers, and  who  shall  be  suspected  of  having  a  direct 
or  indirect  interest  in  the  vessels  fitted  oat  for 
cruising,  or  fur  war  and  commerce,  shall  be  im- 
mediately recalled. 

Art.  4.  The  special  agents  of  the  Executire 
Directory  at  Cayenne,  St.  Domingo,  and  Guada- 
loupe,  shall  studiously  take  care  that  the  interests 
and  property  of  vessels  belonging  to  neutrali  or 
allies,  be  scrupulously  respected ;  and  they  shafl 
in  no  case  bargain  for  their  cargoes  but  mmul 
consent,  aod  to  the  full  and  entire  satisfaetiimitf 
the  contracting  parties. 

Art.  5.  The  said  special  laents  of  the  Ezen- 
tive  Directory,  the  commanders  of  all  vesscbof ' 
the  Republic,  the  Consols,  Vice  Consuls,  and  afl 
others  invested  with  powers  for  <hat  purpose,  abifl 
cause  to  be  arrested  and  punished,  conformaUy  to 
the  laws,  all  those  who  shall  contravene  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  decree,  which  shtll  be 
printed  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws,  and  with  tbe 
execution  of  which  the  Ministers  of  Forei^  Re- 
lations, aod  of  the  Marine  and  the  Colooiei,  ue 
charged. 

For  a  true  copy,  as  the  President  of  tbe  Ezeen* 

tive  Directory: 

MERLIN. 

By  the  Executive  Directory,  as  the  Seeietirj 
QenM: 

TREILHARD. 
For  a  tnu  copy:  The  Minister  of  Exterior  Be- 

latioBs, 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
By  the  Minister:  The  Secretary  Oenerat, 

PAGANfiS. 

No.  30. 

Paris,  Jbne  9, 1798. 
Sir:  In  your  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Foreigi 
Afiairs,  of  the  13th  Prairial,  publbhed  in  theKea 
Inform^  of  this  day,  you  have  deviated  in  some 
points,  not  very  material,  from  the  statement  com- 
municated by  the  Envoys  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  respecting  a  conference  which 
I  had  with  the  Minister  aforesaid  on  the  22i  of 
October  last,  viz:  that  I  requested  the  interview, 
instead  of  the  Minister,  and  tbat  I  met  him  twice 
on  this  communication,  whereas  I  saw  him  hot 
once.  I  wish,  therefore,  you  would  revise  the 
statement  referred  to,  and  inform  me  whether  it 
is  not,  to  the  best  of  your  memory,  literally  troe ; 
it  is  precisely  the  same,  without  changing  a  word, 
whicn  we  communicated  to  my  colleagues.  I 
am,  sir,  dec.,  __ 

E.  GERRT. 

Mr.  Hadtrval. 

No.  31. 

Paris,  the  22d  PrairiaL  6th  year, 
(Jme  10, 1798.) 
6u :  1  have  received  the  letter  which  yoo  did 
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Rdaiunu  with  /Vonee. 


ma  the  honor  to  write  to  me  yesterday,  relatire  to 
that  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  write  to  the 
Minister  of  Exterior  RelatioDs,  on  13th  of  this 
month,  and  which  the  GoTcrnmeDt  caused  to  be 
printed. 

It  ta  not  at  all  astonishing  that  my  memory  may 
not  hare  served  me  with  precision  upon  a  subject 
which  passed  more  than  six  months  ago,  and  of 
which  I  hare  not  taken  notes.  I  undertook  merelr 
to  repeat  with  exactness  the  essential  heads,  which 
I  believe  I  hare  done. 

I,  indeed,  recollect  that,  haringbeen  toffetfaerat 
the  Minister's  and  not  having  met  him,  f  lef^  our 
names  with  bis  porter;  that,  having  returned 
there  the  next  d^y  alone,  he  expressed  to  me  bis 

Xt  at  nut  having  been  at  home  when  you 
1  there  the  day  before,  and  charged  me  to 
tell  you  that  he  would  receive  you  with  a  great 
'  deal  of  pleasure,  on  a  day  be  assigned  to  me.  The 
appointment,  therefore,  proceeded  from  the  Min- 
ister, and  not  froth  your  request,  as  I  bare  said  in 
my  letter;  but  the  matter  apprars  to  me  to  be  of 
little  eoDseqaenee. 

The  second  error  which  you  remind  me  of  hav- 
hig  committed,  is  that  of  having  separated  into 
two  conferences  what  passed  in  one.  On  every 
occasion  when  I  bare  had  the  pleasure  to  see  the 
BSinuter,  I  hare  always  conversed  with  him  on 
matters  relating  to  the  oeeotiations  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  Oie  success  of  which  I 
hare  never  ceased  anxiously  to  desire.  In  my 
letter  I  might  be  mistaken  m  some  details ;  but 
yoQ,  sir,  could  not,  having  immediately  taken  a 
written  note  of  what  had  just  passed  between  the 
Minister,  yourself,  and  me.  1  rc^t  that  I  bad 
not  the  pleasure  to  see  you  before  I  transmitted 
my  letter  to  the  Minister.  By  communicating  it 
to  you,  I  should  hare  rectified  the  two  slight  er- 
rors which  crept  into  it;  but  I  was  constrained  by 
the  occasion,  and  was  very  far  from  thinking  that 
h  would  be  printed. 

I^ball  ever  be  anxious  to  fender  homage  to  the 
troth,  and  to  seize  occasions  of  assuring  you  of 
my  respectful  attachment.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,dte, 

L.  HAUTEVAL. 

To  Mr.  Gehby, 
Envoy  <^tke  U.  8.<^  Avteriaij  Pmit, 


No.  33. 

Pabis,  Jtdif  Id,  1798. 
DuR  Sib:  Some  part  of  the  last  instructions 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Envoys,  and  to  Mr.  Humphreys,  who  brought 
the  despatches,  induces  me  to  think,  that,  in  the 
l^ecarious  state  of  our  affairs  with  France,  you 
may  bare  conditional  instructions,  which  may  re- 
quire particular  information  of  what  respects  the 
existing  state  of  affairs  here.  I  hare,  therefore, 
thought  it  best  to  enclose,  in  the  roost  perfect  con- 
fidence, by  my  secretary,  Mr.  TaxeweJl,  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  attain  this  object,  and  con- 


tained in  the  schedule  annexed,  for  your  use  only. 
If  you  bare  not  received  such  instructions,  your 
prudence  will  dictate  the  necessity  of  observing 
the  most  profound  secrecy,  pending  any  subsequent 
measures  which  may  take  place  for  restoring 
friendship  between  the  two  RepuMics. 

I  shall  leare  Paris  for  Havre  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  expect  on  my  arrival  there  to  embark  imme- 
diately for  the  United  States.  Be  assured  that  I 
remain,  &c., 

B.  GERKT. 

Mr.  King,  Miniater  PJenipoterUiayy 

of  the  United  Stata,  at  London. 


Schedule  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  King. 

Letters  from  Mr.  Gerry  to  the  Minister  of  Foi^ 
eign  Aflj&ira: 

No.  1— April  4.  No.  2— April  20. 

No.  3— May  31.  No.  4^June  3. 

No.  5— June  10.  No.  6— June  13. 

No.  7— June  22.  No.  8— July  1. 

No.  9— July  10.  No.  10— July  30. 

To  Mr.  Pickering : 

No.  1— May  12.  No.  2— May  13. 

Letters  from  the  Minister  to  Mr.  Gerry: 

No.  1— Germinal  14,  April  3. 

No.  2— Prairial  11,  May  3D. 

No.  3— Prairial  13,  June  1. 

No.  4— Prairial  22,  June  ID. 

No.  5— Prairial  30,  June  18. 

No.  6— Messidor  9,  June  27. 

No.  7— Messidor  18,  July  6. 

No.  8— Messidor  24,  July  13. 

No.  9— Tbermidor  4,  July  22. 


No.  33. 

Eztrmct  of  Mr.  Geny's  letter  to  Dr.  Tazew^,  as  ftr  as 
rdalsa  to  Mr.  King^  Hinitfar  of  the  United  States  at 
L(»d<». 

Mioiioii,  Mjf  27, 1796. 

Dbab  Sir:  The  deraetchea  for  Mr.  King  are 
to  be  delivered  to  him  Sy  yourself;  in  the  interim, 
you  will  please  not  to  let  them  be  put  out  of  your 
posaeaaion,  or  communicated  to  any  one. 


No.  34. 

Snbstanee  d  a  oonftraoce  with  Um  Uotch  Mnistar  the 
SSthJnly,  17B8. 

Just  before  dinner,  the  Dutch  Minister  called 
on  me,  and  said  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Talley- 
rand a  printed  copy  of  his  letter  to  me,  dated  24th 
Messidor,  (12th  July,)  that  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment took  a  friendly  part  in  the  disputes  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  and  that  he  came 
to  offer  his  services,  and  the  mediation  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, who  had  authorized  and  instructed  him 
on  this  head. 

I  answered,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Talleyrand, 
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in  publishing  his  letter  to  me,  had  an  hostile  ap- 
pearauce ;  (hat,  if  a  mediatioD  could  be  supposed 
necessary,  it  must  be  offered  to  the  GoverDment 
of  ^be  United  States;  I  had  oo  authority  to  ac- 
cept it;  that,  if  the  Goverament  of  France  wais 
smcere  in  its  declaration,  made  through  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, its  Minister,  all  that  was  waoting  was  to 
open  a  negotiation :  for  he  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  show,  by  treaty,  how  well  disposed  France  was 
to  put  an  end  to  these  dispiUes ;  that  the  QoTern- 
meat  of  ue  United  States  was  so  reasonable  and 
just  in  its  demands  that  it  could  not  fail  to  erince 
m  good  disposition  to  a  reconciliation;  that  the 
etiquette  of  setting  on  foot  a  negotiation  appeared, 
at  present,  to  be  the  onlr  embarrassment,  more 
especially  as  the  principal  obstruction  to  a  nego- 
tifttion  had  ceased,  this  Governipeot  having  re- 
linquished all  claims  of  loans  and  reparatiooR  oo 
account  of  the  President's  Speeches;  that,  as  the 
United  States  had  been  twice  defeated  in  sending 
Ministers  to  Paris,  the  Gorernment  might  not  be 
disposed  to  send  them  a  third  time ;  and,  that,  if 
the  French  Gorenunent  would  propose  some  city 
in  a  neutral  nation,  as  a  place  for  opening  a  new 
negotiation,  or,  which  would  be  better  would 
send  a  Minister  to  the  United  States,  I  did  not 
doubt  it  would  soeceed ;  that  this  was  a  mere 
matter  of  t^nnion :  for  I  had  no  iostructi<ms  on 
the  subject;  neither  was  I  informed  whether  my 
GtoTemment  had  or  bad  not  formed  an  alliance 
with  ajay  other  nation,  as  had  been  frequently  re- 
ported. The  Dutch  Minister  answered  that  the 
proposal  of  a  mediation  must  go  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  inquired,  in  that  case,  if  I  would  stay 
at  Paris:  I  answered  no,  it  was  not  necessary: 
neither  did  I  conceive  the  propriety  of  offering,  at 
this  period,  a  mediation  :  toe  proper  mode  of  set- 
tling disputes  was,  in  the  first  instance,  by  treaty ; 
if,  m  any  points,  this  should  fail,  still  there  were 
other  means  besides  the  mediation  of  a  third 
Power,  which  might  be  adopted  ;  but  that,  if  his 
GoTernmeat  wished  to  make  the  proposition,  I 
would  carefully  transmit  it  to  the  Gorernment  of 
the  United  States. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Talleyrand,  who  had  styled 
his  letter  a  pacific  manifesto^  and  had  sent  a 
jninted  coj^  to  each  foreign  Minister,  bad  no  hos- 
tile intention  in  publishing  it;  but  considered  it 
as  a  friendly  meai>ure.  I  answered,  we  then  had 
different  views  of  the  subject.  I  then  showed  the 
answer  to  that  letter,  which  the  Dutch  Miotster 
read.  I  thought  it  necessary,  for  the  information 
of  his  Government,  to  make  to  him  the  eomma- 
nicatioD  mentioned. 


No.  35. 

Vfoa  the  oommonicatioss  made  In  dw  Preadent  of  the 
Uniled  States  to  the  Americsn  Congnni  on  the  14th 
Gmninal,  6th  jear,  (Apil  9,  1T98.) 

The  American  and  English  papers  have  lately 
rasoanded  with  the  publication  of  the  most  stmnge 
QommunicMiona,  woieb  the  EnTojrs  of  the  United 
States  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  naake  to  their 
OoTanunent  It  is,  with  respect  to  those  BnToyi, 


a  deplorable  oiooument  of  credulity  and  contia- 
dictions :  and  it  is,  with  respect  to  that  Goveia- 
ment,  a  provocation  still  more  deplorable. 

It  is  requisite,  by  the  evidence  of  facts  and  the 
very  word:*  of  the  Envoys  themselves,  to  tbow 
their  inconceivable  error.  It  is  requisite,  by  the 
force  of  reason  and  the  mere  sentiment  <h  the 
happiness  of  the  two  Republics,  to  answer  to  the 
provocation  so  visibly  so^estM  by  the  Briitak 
Government. 

That  Government,  indeed,  after  so  many  wot 
such  ridiculous  efforte  against  the  French  Repib- 
lic,  endeavors  to  organize  corruption  arouiM  it 
Grown  desperate  on  account  of  so  many  gjoivm 
treaties  of  peace  which  the  latter  has  conclvdt^ 
it  has  flattered  itself,  by  its  peculiar  perfidies^to 
rekindle  the  former  wars  in  Efurope,  and  to  exeile 
against  it  a  new  war  in  America;  but  all  this^c 
tem  of  British  corruption  shall  be  exposed  ud  • 
confounded ;  and  the  American  people  shall  know 
the  height  of  the  precipice  to  which  they  tie 
urged  by  the  servile  friends  of  their  former  op- 
pressors. 

For  a  long  time  the  French  RepobUc  coco- 
plained,  and  certainly  it  had  a  right  to  do  so, 
jigainst  the  inexecutioa  of  the  most  impoitasl 
parts  of  the  convention  of  1788,  concluded  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States.  The  mari' 
time  hostilities  were  soon  followed  by  the.  most 
aggravating  injuries.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
Republic  made  a  sacrifice  of  armaments,  whicli 
might  compromit  the  American  neutrality. 

The  most  legitimate  of  its  armaments  was  soon 
after  contested.  The  French  vessels  experienced 
a  thousand  vexations.  Tbeir  prizes  werenolonget 
under  the  protection  of  the  treaties.  The  cooiti 
of  justice  arrogated  a  jurisdiction  over  then; 
lengthy  and  ruinous  chicaneries  diaconraeed  the 
captors;  the  French  ports  in  the  two  woridswere 
soon  declared  to  be  blockaded  by  British  noelama- 
tions ;  the  vessels  which  departed  from  them  wen 
stopped  on  a  loose  suspicion  of  being  enemiei^ 
property ;  those  which  carried  provisions  thithci 
were  turned  back.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Bri^ 
ish  ships  of  war  entered  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  after  seizing  French  property  or  propeiif 
claimed  to  be  such.  By  degrees  they  became  su- 
tiooary  there,  and  made  of  them  military  stationi, 
whence  tBey  attacked  both  the  French  and  Ame- 
ricans in  connexion  with  France.  The  Republic, 
however,  confined  it^ielf  to  appealing  to  its  tret- 
ties  with  the  United  States,  and  to  pressing  theii 
Government  to  cause  their  own  neutrality  to  be 
respected.  They  answered  it  with  a  treaty  cha* 
destinely  negotiated  and  concluded  with  Qiett 
Britain. 

Does  this  treaty,  however,  secure  the  neotiahtf 
of  the  United  States?  No.  It  renders  the  prcsenei 
of  the  English  forces  in  their  ports  lawAtl; 
gives  to  England  rights  which,  in  the  midst « 
war,  ameliorate  its  siination  to  the  nrcjodiee  of 
France  and  its  ccdonies ;  it  saerifices  generoM 
princij^es  established,  in  favor  of  the  ubtrty « 
the  seas,  in  former  treaties. 

France  makes  complainU ;  the  AmoKU  Gov- 
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erameot  eludes,  and  wanders  from  them;  it  mul- 
tiplies official  notes  without  approaching  the  main 
point  of  the  question.  Reparations  are  demanded; 
they  are  not  made.  It  speaks  of  nothing  but 
wrongs  experieoced  by  the  United  States;  it  skips 
OTK  those  which  it  makes  France  suffer^  the 
treaty  of  1778  is  rendered  more  and  more  insig- 
nificant; and  the  last  blows  are  struck  at  the 
F^eh  cruisers  in  die  American  seas,  by  the  pro- 
hibition to  sell  their  prizes.  The  Republic  is  un- 
der the  necessity,  iu  order  to  manifest  its  too  long 
suspended  sentiment,  and  bring  about  a  negotia- 
tion, to  appropriate  to  itself  the  same  clauses  of 
the  Eogli&h  treaty.  At  length  the  United  States, 
sensible  only  to  the  disagreeaUe  consequences 
which  hare  resulted  therefrom  to  themselves,  ap- 
peared to  wish  a  reconciliation. 
Three  Commissioners  have  been  sent  for  that 
•  end  to  the  French  R»>ublic :  two  of  them,  Genera) 
Pinckney  and  Mr.  Marshall,  manife.<'ting  against 
France  prejudices  brought  from  America,  or  im- 
bibed from  the  nature  of  the  connexions  which 
they  lost  no  time  in  forming  here ;  and  the  third, 
Hr.  Gerry,  annonnciog  more  impartially,  and 
maoifesting  himself  more  disposed  to  lend  a  favor- 
able ear  to  everything  which  might  reconcile  the 
two  Repablics. 

From  this  ill-saited  anion,  which  disclosed  dis- 
positions not  very  conciliatory,  there  must  needs 
result,  and  there  has,  in  fact,  resulted,  a  crooked 
tnd  embarrassed  career,  on  the  part  of  those  Com- 
missioners;  hence,  in  their  constant  aversion  to 
do  what  might  reconcile,  their  eagerness  to  write 
what  might  disgust. 

At  first,  they  manifested  a  desire  to  be  acknowl- 
edged ;  but  explanations  of  some  expressions,  evi- 
dently insulting  to  the  Republic,  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  opening  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  were  demanded  from  them  as 
a  previous  condition.  They  did  more  than  to  re- 
fuse; and  had  recourse  to  groundless  recrimina- 
tions. Soon  afterwards  a  willingness  appeared  to 
spare  them  the  embarrassment  oi  the  disavowals ; 
and  in  order  to  detach  them  from  England,  and 
to  restore,  in  a  small  degree,  the  balance  so  strongly 
inclined  in  favor  of  Uiat  Power,  by  the  last  treaty, 
it  was  wished  that  an  uoequiTOcal  proof  of  attacb- 
nunt  to  oar  cause,  which  so  recently  was  their 
own,  might  be  obtained  from  them :  it  «uited  the 
finances  to  exchange,  at  that  period,  for  specie, 
some  Batavian  in»cri|]tions  at  gradual  instalments: 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  gave  them  to 
naderstandj  that  their  offering  to  purchase  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  them  would  be  coosidered  as  a 
fHendly  act.  They  said,  they  did  not  possess  the 
power;  and  they  showed  that  they  had  not  the 
will.  To  come  at  some  accommodation,  some 
friendly  explanation,  frequent  communications 
wirii  the  Minister  of  the  Exterior  were  necessary. 
The  latter  complained,  publicly,  that  he  did  not 
Me  them ;  and  they  avowed  that  he  caused  them 
to  be  ofteo  infonned  of  thit  reproach ;  but  two  of 
the  Coraainioaefa,  shielding  thenudrea  mder 
enaiaoDy.refiised loeomply with  thedeiire.  Mr. 
Onns  ^  length,  resolved  logo ;  apcAe  twiee  with 
the  HinisteT;  and,  whether  itom  emfanrunimit 
6th  Con.— 1 18 


in  explaining  himself,  or  fear  of  compromittiag 
himself,  he  said  but  tittle,  and  did  not  venture  to 
decide  on  anything. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Envoys  thought  them- 
selves bound  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  very  voluminous  account  of  their 
negotiation.  Of  what,  then,  could  this  account 
be  composed  7  It  was  necessarjr  to  fill  it  with 
despicable  maDoenvres  of  all  the  intriguers,  who, 
seeing  the  Commissioners  charged  with  the  most 
important  interests,  secluding  themselves  from  Uie 
Government  with  which  they  ought  to  treat,  has^ 
eoed  to  gather  round  them,  and  infatuated  them 
with  the  idea  of  their  credit,  and  the  opinion  of 
their  importance. 

One  01  these  intriguers  appears  to  have  grounded 
himself  on  some  acquaintance  which,  as  a  for- 
eigner, having  a  recommendation,  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  with  the  Minister:  another, 
(and  it  is  the  one  who  is  the  most  active,)  grounds 
himself  solely  upon  the  acquaintance  which  he 
had  with  the  first  intriguer;  for  he  declares  that 
he  does  not  even  know  the  Minister.  Such, 
moreover,  is  the  situation  of  the  man.  whoever  he 
may  be,  who  is  placed  at  the  head  of  this  Depart- 
ment, that  he  is  obliged  to  receive  and  listen  to 
many  persons  who  are  &r  from  having  any  share 
in  his  confidence ;  and  he  has  no  means  of  pre- 
venting the  abuse  they  may  make,  in  his  absence, 
of  the  most  insignificant  visits,  of  which  they 
avail  themselves,  as  suits  their  interest,  with  men 
of  no  experience. 

In  the  publication  which  the  American  Gov- 
ernment has  made  of  the  report  of  its  Envoys, 
these  persons,  without  being  avowed,  are  desig- 
nated each  by  a  letter.  The  Minister,  impatient 
to  know  their  names,  demanded  them  with  im- 
portunity, and  finally  obtained  the  communica- 
tion, which  he  immediately  handed  to  the  proper 
authority.  It  will  be  learned,  with  pleasure^  that 
they  are  foreigners;  and  it  will  be  readily  believed 
that  they  did  justice  to  themselves  by  hastening 
to  quit  the  territory  of  the  Republic.  Only  oa« 
of  til  ose  letters,  Z.,  designates  a  Frenchman,  who 
hastened  to  declare  himself.*  The  language  he 
held  is  irreproachable:  he  is  represented  as  having 
sometimes  served  as  interpreter;  but  it  is  clearly 
seen  that  he  interpreted  none  but  honorable  prop- 
ositions. 

As  to  the  foreigners  who  are  seen  figuring  in 
this  negotiation,  it  appears  that  the  object  of  their 
whole  intrigue  was  to  obtain  from  the  Americans 
a  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  livres, 
to  be  distributed  for  corrupt  purposes.  Hence  be- 
gin and  end  all  the  bustle,  all  the  conversations, 
all  the  proceedings,  minutely  detailed  in  the  report 
of  the  Envoys. 

It  will  be  forever  inconceivable  that  men,  ai»- 
thorized  to  represent  the  United  States  near  the 
French  Republic,  could  have  been  for  an  imtant 
deceived  bv  manoeuvres  so  evidently  counterfeit, 
and  that  tnere  should  exist  a  temptation  to  con- 
vert the  error  in  thb  respect  into  bad  faith. 

"Bee  hii  ktler  ^intcd  at  tlM  end  of  than  reflex 
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What  ?  Three  men  are  seni  Envoys  from  Amer- 
ica to  France  to  negotiate  there  a  recoociliatioo 
between  the  two  Republics:  embarrassed  in  a  pre- 
liminary matter,  they  cannot  at  once  confer  with 
the  Minister  as  Commissioners ;  but  they  have  a 
thousand  ways  of  seeing  him  as  individuals,  either 
at  his  own  house  or  elsewhere;  and  two  of  them 
constantly  refuse  all  the  facilities  which  are  offer- 
ed 10  them. 

This  is  not  all :  we  see  them  present  the  details 
of  their  negotiation,  as  if  persuaded  that  the  dis- 
gusting propositions,  which  they  say  were  made  to 
them,  were  addressed  by  a  man  clolhed  with  the 
confidence  of  the  Government;  and,  nevertheless, 
ia  the  course  of  their  recital,  they  suffer  an  avow- 
al to  escape,  that  they  several  times  suspected  these 
clandestine  communications,  and  that  they  finally 
decided  to  reject  them  for  tlie  future.  Mr.  Gerry 
even  declares  positively,  that  these  meddlers  did 
not  produce  any  authority  or  any  documents  of  any 
kind  whatever-T  At  the  same  time,  they  continued 
to  decline  the  direct  communication^  which  were 
offered  to  them  continually  by  the  Minister.  Is 
not  all  this  a  labyrinth  of  contradictions? 

And  when  we  examine  by  what  a  series  of  in- 
termediate persons  they  thooght  to  approach  the 
Minister,  whom  it  was  so  easy  to  them  to  consult 
immediately,  is  it  not  rendered  impossible  for  us 
to  think  that  they  have  seriously  adopted  the  conse- 
quences of  their  recital  ? 

Here  it  is  a  lady  known  to  be  connected  with 
Mr.  Pinckney,  who  holds  with  him  the  most  in- 
nocent discourse,  which  has  been  repeated  to  him 
from  one  end  of  France  to  the  other:  leJidua  (says 
ahe  to  him  one  day) money  tn  our  war;  vjeUrUitto 
youinyoura:  and  a  conversation  thus  simple  is 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  who  finds  it  necessary 
to  write  every tbiog,  and  to  poison  everything ;  it  is 
mjrsteriously  sent  by  him  to  his  Government,  as 
if  it  had  any  relation  to  the  clandestine  propo- 
sitioDs  made  by  the  intriguers:  thus  minuie  is 
distrust !  Thus  is  prejudice  led  astray  in  its  rea- 
lonings !  In  this  manner  are  the  politics  of  some 
men  a  pest  to  social  intercourse ! 

There  is  one  W.,  whom  we  ha?e  not  succeeded 
in  discovering,  who  introduces  to  General  Pinck- 
ney one  X.,  a  very  hasty  fellow,  who  says  he  is 
charged  with  a  message  from  the  Minister ;  who, 
being  soon  afterwards  pressed  to  answer  whether 
he  is  personally  known  to  him,  is  forced  to  say  no; 
but  that  he  has  the  propositions  which  he  made 
from  Y.,  who,  he  says,  had  connexions  with  the 
Minister;  and,  nevertheless,  when  they  want  to 
intrust  Y.  with  the  negative  answer  to  his  propo- 
ation  for  one  million  two  hundred  thousand livres, 
be  declined  being  charged  with  it,  and  is  compel- 
led to  avow,  through  a  kind  of  shame,  and  at  the 
mk  of  discrediting  the  part  he  was  playing,  that 
the  proposition  did  not  come  from  the  Directorr, 
nor  even  from  the  Minister;  and  that  it  came 
solely  from  him,  Y,  who  was  desirous  of  saving 
the  Envoys  the  mortification  of  the  disavowals, 
if  these  same  men  have  afterwards  held  a  differ- 
ent language,  was  it  not  natural  for  the  Envoys 


tSee  atthe  end.  Us  fitat  answer  to  tte  Minister. 


forever  to  mistrust  their  reports;  and,  above  all, 
to  endeavor  to  reach  the  source  t  They  have  not 
done  so.  How  can  this  conduct  be  reconciled 
either  with  reason  or  good  faith? 

In  the  same  report  they  manifest  tbemsdves 
desirous  of  informmg  their  Government,  with  the 
utmost  detail,  of  everything  which  passed  in  tela- 
tioo  to  their  commission  ;  and  while,  with  sach 
a  scrupulous  care  they  collect  so  roanjr  absurdi- 
ties and  miserable  puerilities,  they  are  silent  upon 
the  oflScial  communications,  which  the  persons 
employed  in  the  Office  of  Exterior  Relations  bid 
with  them  on  behalf  of  the  Minister.  It  is,  with- 
out doubt,  because  those  communications,  agree- 
ing with  the  few  which  the  Minister  himself 
made,  were  pure,  upright,  and  calculated  to  do 
honor  to  the  French  Government.  It  was  Mrt 
of  their  plan  to  pass  them  over  in  silence.  The 
othersj  so  suspicious  in  their  origin,  were  de&n- 
atory  m  their  object.  They  had  the  utmost  im- 
patience to  make  them  known.*' 

They  had  just  prcbenied  a  Tolnminotis  manorial 
setting  forth  their  pretended  grievances.  They 
well  knew  that  the  Minister  was  about  to  addrea 
a  note  to  them  in  answer,  which  ought  to  bare 
formed  one  of  the  authentic  documents  of  the  ne* 
gotiaiioD,  and  which,  in  fact,  was  sent  to  tbero  in 
the  month  of  Ventose  last,  (March  19.)  Thej 
hastened  to  publish  everything  that  evidently  did 
not  come  from  the  Minister,  and  which  they  en- 
deavored to  impute  to  him,. in  order,  douhtlessjio 
weaken  thereby  the  very  different  impressioa 
which  must  have  been  produced  by  the  note, 
wherein  everything  breathes  a  sincere  desire  to 
conciliate. 

This  group  of  facts  presents  such  a  tissue'rfit- 
congruities  and  contradictiuiv,  that  the  mind  is 
lost  10  it.  One  is  at  a  loss  to  specify  with  inci- 
sion the  reproaches  to  be  made  to  the  Amerieu 
Envoys.  But  it  is  very  evident  that  they  han 
been  most  strangely  deceived,  if  they  did  be- 
lieve, and  that  they  are  most  perfidious,  if  tbey 
did  not  believe  what  they  relate.  [In  the  expres- 
sion of  these  reproaches  which  escape  from  iodig- 
nation,  it  is  requisite  to  hasten  to  except  Mr. 
Gerry,  who.  doubtless,  may  have  been  deceired 
both  by  the  foreign  intriguers,  and,  perhaps,  also, 
by  his  very  colleagues,  but  to  whom  no  suspicion 
of  bad  faith  or  insmcerity  can  attach.J 

Now,  what  could  be  the  secret  motive  which 
caused  such  puerile  communications  to  be  circa- 
lated  with  so  much  eclat?  How,  then,  can  they 
justify  the  pompous  affectation  by  which  the 
American  people  has  been  prepared  to  bear  themt 
How  can  we  conceive  that  it  was  hoped  to  ren- 
der the  farce  more  imposing  by  fasts  and  pablie 
prayers  1 


*  See  in  Uie  second  letter  of  Mr.  Gerij,  dated  16A  PrM- 
rial,  Jane  3,  1798,  which  follows  these  reflectioiu,  thi 
expreu  declantion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  that,  ia  the  eowm  of 
the  negoti^ons,be  saw  persons  «nplo7ed  bytbsoffM 
of  Exterior  Relations,  and  the  justiM  he  dees 
never  having  attend  a  word  miich  had  die  ka*  i"^ 
tion  to  raopoaiiions,  sndi  as  the  intrigiiiBC  ftMP" 
X.  andT.  sfpesndtD  luTCMade. 
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Doubtless,a  gmt  object  caused  them  to  hazard 
the  boldioff  up  as  discoveries  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, the  iacoherent  prating  of  two  intriguers, 
who  were  fon  igners  with  respect  to  France.  Per- 
hipsit  was  supposed  that  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
tea  Slates  would  Judge  of  the  French  Govem- 
meut  by  these  caricatures,  and  that  the  French 
Goremment  would  be  sensible  to  such  a  marlted 
provocation.  The  effect  of  the  outrage  was  cal- 
culated from  the  malignity  of  the  intention,  and 
not  from  the  littleness  of  ihe  means. 

Id  one  word,  tbe^  flattered  themselves  with 
exciting  indiguation  instead  of  pity^.  They  wished 
for  war ;  and  tbejr  wished  that  insulted  France 
might  declare  it  against  a  people  whose  cause 
she  defended,  and  that  it  might  w  restored  by  her 
to  the  arms  of  England. 

Br  that  war,  the  British  Cabinet  would  gain 
an  ally^  who  would  labor  for  its  interestj  second 
its  projects  upon  the  French  aod  Spanish  colo- 
nies, and  retard  the  moment  of  its  humiliation: 
by  that  war,  too,  the  British  Goverumeot  would 
accelerate  the  execution  of  a  farorite  plan,  of 
which  it  has  never  lost  sight. 

It  is  kDOWD  that,  since  it  despaired  of  reaaitiog 
to  the  Triple  Crown  the  Slates  whose  independ- 
ence it  was  obliged  to  acknowledge,  it  aspired,  at 
least  to  prejudice  them  in  favor  of  limited  mon- 
archy ;  tnat  it  endeavored  to  fortify,  by  the  simi- 
larity of  Constitutional  forms,  the  habits  common 
to  the  English  and  American  people;  and  that  it 
took  care  to  keep,  for  a  long  time,  one  of  the  sons 
of  George  III.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States. 
Can  it  then  be  true,  that,  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
boman  mind,  many  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  be  found  who  are  seriously  reconciled  to 
the  Englbh  form  of  Government  f  Can,  it  then, 
be  tnie,  that  men,  called  by  the  public  confidence 
to  the  head  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  have  written  in  favor  of  the  British  Con- 
stitBtion,  merely  to  prepare  its  adoption  in  their 
own  coantry  t  Can  it  be  true,  that  a  thirst  for 
honors,  greediness  of  wealth,  and  a  desire  of  per- 
petuating {wwer^,  hare  already  ripened  this  con- 
^tiracy  against  liberty  1 

If  this  oueht  to  be  no  longer  considered  as  a 
■uspicioQ,  air  is  explained.  War  is  necessary  in 
wder  to  raise  troops  and  obtain  supplies :  an  un- 
natural war  against  old  friends,  ag^jnst  brothers, 
against  repubUcaDs,  is  more  especially  necessary. 
It  is  necessary  that  this  war  should  excite  civil 
commotions,  shock  every  idea  of  morality,  and 
rouse  to  resistance  the  true  sons  of  America ;  and 
pretences  will  arise  in  abundance  for  stigmatizing 
with  sedition  the  honorable  defenders  of  princi- 
pies,  and  for  substituting  a  monarchical  in  the 
room  of  a  representative  Govemment. 

It  would  be  hereafter  unnecessary  to  dissemble. 
Such  are  the  criminal  practices  of  the  English 
Cabinet.  Such  is  the  blind  propensity  of  a  Gov- 
ernment which  it  influences ;  and  it  is  the  French 
Republic,  which  sacrificed  the  blood  and  fortune 
<^  its  citizens  in  the  cause  of  liberty ;  it  is  the 
French  Republic  that  is  instigated  to  strike  the 
&tal  blow  I  But,  superior  to  the  influence  of  her 
RWDimenla,  she  will  be  actuated  by  nothing  but 


the  happiness  of  the  two  Republics,  and  she  will 
appeal  to  the  whole  universe  to  judse  of  (h^  sin- 
cerity of  the  dispositions  which  she  has  never 
ceased,  and  which  sh«  will  never  cease,  to  mani- 
fest, for  living  in  peace  with  America. 

P.  S  It  is  of  extreme  importance  to  lay  before 
the  public  the  lettera written  \o  Mr.  Gerry,  Envoy 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  Minister  of  Exterior 
Relations  as  soon  as  this  strange  publication  came 
to  his  knowledge ;  and  it  is  of  equal  importance  to 
know  the  answers  given  by  Mr.  Gerry.  Both  are 
as  follow.  {See  the  preceding  mtmbers  6, 7, 8, 10, 

Note. — The  names  were  in  fact  sent  to  the 
Minister,  who  immediately  deposited  them  in  the 
proper  place. 

[The  foDowing  letter  of  the  citizen,  designated  1^  the 
letter  Z.  it  is  not  less  essentiaJ  to  publish.] 
13th  Prairial,  6th  year, 

(June  It  1798  ) 

To  THE  MiMISTBR  OF  ExTERIOR  RlLATIOHS: 

Mr.  Gerry  having  communicated  to  me  the  letter 
which  you  yesterday  wrote  to  him,  by  which  you 
expressly  desire  that  he  may  make  known  to  yon 
the  persons  meant  by  the  letters  W.  X.  Y.  Z.,  in 
the  correspondence  of  the  American  £Qro5rs, 
printed  in  a  public  paper  of  tbe  United  States  <h 
America,  dated  April  12,  (O.  S.) 

My  sensibility  must  be  much  affected  on  finding 
myself,  under  the  letter  Z..  acting  a  part  in  com- 
pany with  certain  intriguers,  whose  plan  it  doubt- 
less was  to  take  advantage  of  the  good  faith  of  the 
American  Envoys,  and  make  them  their  dupes. 
Finding  myself  implicated  in  this  affiiir,  aod  wish- 
ing to  remore  my  uneasiness  respeetii^  the  disa- 
neratde  impressioos,  and  the  consequence  whieh 
the  publication  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  might 
produce,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  hasten  to  you, 
and  pray  you,  Citizen  Minister,  to  be  pleased  to 
declare,  in  writing,  that,  in  the  conferences  I  had 
with  those  gentlemen,  I  ptirsued  the  communiea- 
tions  which  you  authorized  me  to  make  to  them, 
in  the  maoner  I  shall  state  below. 

In  the  beginning  of  last  Brumaire,  (October  22, 
1797,)  baring  been  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  Cit- 
izen Minister  of  Exienor  Relations,  and,  tbe  con- 
versation turning  upon  the  United  States  of 
America,  he  expressed  to  me  his  surprise  that 
none  of  the  Americans,  and  especially  the  new 
Envoys,  ever  came  to  his  house;  that  this  was 
not  tbe  way  to  open  a  negotiation,  the  success  of 
whieh  they  had  more  reason  than  we  to  wish ; 
that  he  would  receire  them  individually  with 
great  pleasure,  and  particularly  Mr.  Gmry,  whom 
he  had  known  at  Boston.  Knowing  my  friendly 
connexions  with  Mr.  Gerry,  he  charged  me  to 
impart  to  them  what  he  bad  said.  I  accordingly 
waited  on  Mr.  Gerry,  who,  having  sent  for  hu 
colleagues,  I  communicated  to  them  the  conrer-  . 
satiou  I  had  had  xritfa  the  Citizen  Minister. 

Messrs  Pinckoey  and  Marshall  declined  wait- 
in?  on  the  Minister  upon  tbe  ground  of  ceremony; 
but  as  the  same  reason  did  not  apply  to  Mr.  Gerry, 
it  was  agreed  that  he  should  go  the  next  day,  ana 
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.  that  I  should  Bceompaoy  him,  Mr.  Gerry  at  that 
time  pot  being  able  to  express  himself  in  Freacb. 
The  next  day  we  went ;  oat  not  finding  the  Min- 
ister at  home,  Mr.  Qeny  reipiested  him  to  appoint 
a  time  for  ao  iaterriew,  which  was  fixed  for  a  few 
days  after.  We  attended  accordingly,  and,  after 
the  usual  eomplimcDts,  Mr.  Gerry  baring  ex- 
pressed to  the  Minister  bis  desire  to  see  harmony 
and  a  good  understanding  re-established  between 
the  two  Republics,  the  Minister  answered  him 
that  the  Directory  had  made  a  determinatioD  not 
to  treat  with  them,  unless  they  previously  made 
reparation  for  some  parts  of  the  President's  Speech 
at  the  opening  of  Congress,  and  gave  an  exptaoa- 
tion  of  some  others;  that  be  could  not  delay  but 
for  a  few  days  commuoicatioK  this  deierraination 
t^ially  to  them ;  that,  ootU  then,  if  they  bad 
any  propositions  to  make,  which  could  be  agreea- 
ble to  the  Directory,  he  would  commuDieate  them 
with  alacrity ;  that  considering  the  circumstance, 
and  the  services  of  the  same  Kind  which  Prance 
had  formerly  rendered  to  the  United  States,  the 
best  way  would  be  for  them  to  ofier  to  make  a 
loan  to  France,  either  by  taking  Batavian  inscrip- 
tions for  the  sum  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  millions  of 
florins,  or  in  any  other  manner.  Mr.  Gerry,  after 
having  replied  m  a  polite,  but  evasive  manner  to 
the  first  article,  added,  on  the  subject  of  the  loan, 
that  their  powers  did  not  extend  so  far.  bat  that 
he  would  confer  with  his  colleagues  upon  the 
subject.  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  as  the  Minister 
spoke  nothing  but  French,  I  repeated  in  English 
to  Mr.  Gtfiry  what  he  had  said  to  him,  and  that. 
■Idtongh  certain  thai  he  rery  well  understood  the 
aatwers  of  Mr.  Gerry,  I  repeated  them  to  him  in 
French.  We  took  our  leave  of  the  Minister  who 
had  junt  received  a  courier,  and  he  charged  me  on 
partmg  to  repeat  to  Mr.  GFerry  and  his  colleagues 
i^hat  he  bad  said  to  us.  Accordingly  I  repeated 
to  Messrs.  PiDckney  and  Marshall,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Gerry,  the  conversation  which  we 
had  had  with  the  Minister. 

A  few  days  afterwards  Mr.  Gerry  requested  me 
to  accompany  him  again  on  a  visit  to  the  Minis- 
ter, and  having  repeated  to  him  the  extreme  de- 
sire he  felt  to  see  the  most  perfect  untoa  re-estab- 
lished between  the  two  nations,  he  resorted  to  the 
insufficiency  of  their  powers,  and  proposed,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues  and  himself,  that  one  of 
them  should  immediately  depart  for  America 
with  the  propositions  which  the  French  Govern- 
ment might  make.  The  MiuUter  answered  that 
it  would  reqairA  six  months  to  have  an  answer, 
tod  that  it  was  of  importance  to  have  a  speedy 
determination;  that  he  was  extremely  desirous  to 
hare  frequent  communications  with  them  indi- 
vidually and  amicably.  This  course  appearing 
to  him  to  be  the  best  adapted  to  come  at  the  issue 
of  a  speedy  negotiation,  he  therefore  lamented  that 
he  had  yet  had  no  communication  with  them. 

Such,  Citizen  Minister,  as  far  as  ray  memory 
serves  me,  are  the  particulars  of  the  only  two  con- 
ferences at  which  I  was  present.  I  shall  add  that 
no  person  has  had  a  greater  desire  than  myself  to 
aee  thia  negotiation  succeed. 

Heal^  and  respect,  HAUTEVAL. 


MR.  SKIPWrrU'S  C0MMUNICATI0N8. 

To  the  Sccretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States  flf 
America. 

Paris,  Augvst  4, 1798. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  enclosed  iht 
official  copy  of  an  arr^t  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  the  French  Republic,  concerning  the 
French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies,  which  was 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  French  Minister  of 
Foreign  A&irs.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  Ac 
PULWAR  SKIPWITH. 

Paris,  Augutt  8, 1798. 
Sir:  Having  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
you  three  official  cojpies  of  the  arrfit  of  the  Direc- 
tory, of  the  13th  Thermidor,*  concerning  their 

firivateers  io  the  West  Indies,  the  present  is  mere- 
y  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  yes- 
terday received  from  tne  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, on  the  subject  of  that  arr£t.  I  have  the 

honor  to  be.  sir,  &c.   

PULWAR  SKIPWITH. 
To  the  Secbbtart  op  State. 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  RalationB  to  Ctttien  8k^ 
widi,  Conml  Gnural  of  the  United  Statea  of  Am- 
lioa. 

Paris,  19  Thermidor,  {Aygml  %  1796.) 

eth  year  of  the  French  Repmbtie, 

Citizen  :  You  will  have  seen  in  No.  961  trf  Ae 
Redacteur,  a  copy  of  a  decree  made  by  the  IHrce- 
tory,  in  order  to  cause  the  privateers  to  tetom 
witnin  the  rules  and  limits  whence  they  ought 
never  to  have  departed. 

By  this  measure  foreign  Powers  will  be  con- 
vinced that  the  Executive  Directory,  when  in- 
formed of  the  abuses  which  may  be  directed 
against  them,  takes  every  pains  to  stop  them,  and 
to  prevent  their  return. 

You  will  doubtless  see  in  the  intention  and  the 
acts  of  the  Directory  cause  for  feelinsr  a  security 
with  respect  to  the  commerce  of  your  fellow-citi- 
zens, so  long  as  it  shall  be  confined  within  jost 
bounds. 

I  wish,  citizen,  that,  for  the  good  of  the  two 
countries,  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  Government 
may  correspond  with  that  of  the  Directory.  1m 
this  suppo.sitioo,  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two 
people  would  be  soon  re-established. 

■  CM.  TALLEYRAND. 

Fulwar  Skipwith,  Consul  Genend  for  the  United  Stats* 
near  the  French  RepuMic,  to  Timothy  Pickeringi 
Esquire,  Secietaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
COMSDLATB  GENERAL  OP  THE  U.  S., 

Paris.  Augiat  22,  1796. 

Sib  :  With  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  hwt  re- 
ceived from  tbe  Minister  of  Foreign  Arairs,  I 
have  the  honor,  under  cover  thereof,  to  transmit 
to  you  copies  of  two  letters  which  have  been  o<B- 


*  91st  July,  1798-^an«tbetenftRMlla. 
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ciaXVf  commaDicated  to  me  from  the  Mioister  of 
Marme  to  alt  principal  civil  and  military  officers, 
at  the  difiereat  ports  of  this  Republic,  coDcecQiDg 
the  safety  and  protection  of  American  citizens  in 
general,  and  those  seamen  in  particular  who  were 
detained  or  are  in  confinement  at  those  ports, 
j^reeahly  to  the  intimations  contained  in  the 
Minister's  letter  to  me,  I  have  this  day  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Minister  of  Police  in  favor  of  the 
American  seamen,  who,  by  means  of  one  of  the 
pabUc  authorities  at  L'Onent,  had  been  arrested 
as  EoglishmeD,  and  are  at  present  confined  at 
Orleans  as  prisoners  of  war.  In  a  few  days  I  ex- 
pect to  obtam  their  liberation,  and  shall  procnre 
4heir  passage  home. 

I  hare  likewise  the  j^easnre  of  forwarding  to 
TOD  an  official  copy  of  an  arrtt  of  the  Directory 
n»  rauing  the  emlHirgo,  imposed  hy  Gforernment 
OD  all  vessels  belongioff  to  the  United  States  in 
the  ports  of  this  Republic. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  observe  that,  from  infor- 
mal communications  which  I  have  recently  and 
repeatedly  bad  with  some  of  the  best  informed  in- 
dividtials  of  the  Government  on  the  subject  of 
American  vessels  and  property,  now  under  trial 
before  the  difiereat  tribunals  of  this  Republic,  I 
have  derived  snch  information  of  the  present  dis- 
position ajid  iotentions  of  the  Directory,  as  to  be 
satisfied  myself  that  they  will,  ere  lon^,  endeavor 
to  provoke  in  the  Legislature  a  revision  of  their 
maritime  laws,  and  tLat  such  a  system  will  be 
owanized  as  will  secure  the  most  importaot  rights 
otnemrality  upon  the  seas:  this  pleasiog  event 
is  generally  ex[wcted,  and  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
arnre  before  this  can  reach  you.  Though  many 
of  late  arrets  of  tbe  Directory  have  certainly 
eneoor^ed  the  tribunals  in  the  most  peroicious 
applications  of  existing  laws  in  regard  (o  neutral 
property  captured  and  brought  in  for  adjudication, 
yet  it  may  not  be  unimportant  to  remark  to  you, 
sir.  that  the  Directory,  however  well  disposed, 
caiiDot  change  the  conduct  of  the  tribunals  in  re- 
gard to  American  and  other  neutral  vessels  now 
before  them,  without  legislative  interference;  and 
that,  owing  to  particular  circumstances,  it  appears 
evidently  that  some  time  is  necessary  for  them  to 
prepare  and  dispose  that  bodv  to  alter  some  laws 
ancl  make  others,  which  shail  cause  the  tribunals 
and  privateers  to  respect  neutrals  in  general,  and 
tbe  flag  of  the  United  States  in  particular:  but 
from  the  present  manifest  dinnsitioiis  and  endea- 
vors of  the  Directory  to  wodtice  that  end,  I  am 
happy  to  add.  that  tbe  tribunal  of  cassatioD,  before 
whom  appeals  have  been  made  on  most  of  the 
American  property  condemned  io  France,  appear 
disposed  to  procrastinate  pronouncing  upon  them 
until  the  sentiment  of  the  Legislature  shall  be 
declared  upon  the  laws  which  are  operating 
against  their  snecess.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

FULWAR  SKIPWITH. 

The  Minister  (rfToreign  Relations  to  Mr.  F.  Skipwilh. 
pABia, 3d  /Vuctufor,  (August  20, 1796.) 

6/A  year  of  the  French  Republic. 
I  send  you,  sir,  copies  of  two  letters  written  by 
<lw  Minister  of  Marine  «o  all  the  principal  officers, 


civil  and  military,  of  the  ports  of  the  RepubUs. 
Their  contents  will  prove  to  you  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  remedy  tbe  abuses  committed 
against  its  intentions. 

With  respect  to  the  persons  detained  in  the  civil 
prisons  of  Orleans,  because  they  are  not  possessed 
of  papers  to  prove  that  they  are  not  English,  and 
who  claim  to  be  Americans,  be  pleased  to  call 
upon  the  Minister  of  General  Police,  to  whose 
functions  belong  all  the  measures  of  safety.  The 
Minister  of  Marine  informs  me  that  he  has  trans- 
mitted their  petition  to  him,  and  I  am  going  to 
write  to  him  myselfj  in  order  to  request  him  to 
admit  your  decuration  in  their  favor,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  other  proo6.  Receive,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Coot  of  «  Circular  Letter,  written  by  the  Minister 
Marine  and  the  Colonietf  to  all  the  principal  officers 
of  Uie  Ports,  civil  and  military,  on  the  29th  Thermi* 
dor,  6th  year,  (I6th  Aognst,  1708.) 

Our  political  situation  with  regard  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  citizen,  not  having,  as  yet,  undergone 
any  change  which  can  afiect  the  respect  due  to 
neutral  nations,  I  no  not  think  I  have  need  to  re- 
mind you  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  the 
safety  and  liberty  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  any 
American  vessel  found  to  be  in  order,  and  that 
the  same  conduct  ought  to  be  observed  towards 
all  passengers  and  otner  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  furnished  mth  the  necessary  passports  or 
protections.  You  will  be  pleased  to  use  a  vigil- 
ant  attention,  that  the  intentions  of  the  Oorenn 
ment,  in  this  respect,  may  be  pursued  by  all  those 
under  you,  and  when  any  of  them  has  departed 
from  them  you  will  do  justice  upon  the  com- 
plaints which  may  be  addressed  to  you,  after  a»- 
certaining  their  validity. 

The  Minister  of  Marme  and  of  the  Colonies, 

B.  BRUIX 

For  a  true  copy, 

The  Mioister  of  Exterior  Relations, 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


Com  of  the  Circular  Letter  written  by  the  Minister  ef 
Marine  and  the  CidoiiiM  to  the  Agents  of  the  Marina 
in  the  Porta  of  the  Kepubhc. 

Paris,  the  24t&  T^termidor, 

6th  year,  (lUh  August,  1798.) 

1  observe,  citizen,  by  the  correspondence  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  administrators  of  the  ports, 
that  tbe  embargo  recently  laid  upon  the  American 
vessels  has  occasioned  the  detention  of  the  crews. 
The  intentions  of  the  Qovemment  were  very  bad- 
ly understood,  when  a  measure  was  adoMed  which, 
in  the  first  place,  hazards  the  safety  <h  these  ves- 
sels, and,  in  the  second  place,  appears  to  phtcens 
in  a  hostile  attitude  with  r^pect  to  the  United 
States;  whilst  the  acts  of  tbe  Gravernment  evince^ 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  desires  a  good  uodersttuid- 
ing  between  the  two  Republics,  [therefore  cbarae 
you,  citizen,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  «f  this, 
to  order  the  discha^  of  aU  the  Americana  iiho- 
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may  hare  been  considt'red  as  prisoners  of  war,  in 
eoDsequence  of  the  embargo  of  their  vessels.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  render  me  a  prompt  account  of 
the  execution  of  this  order. 
The  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies, 

E.  BRUIX. 

For  a  true  copy, 

The  Miotster  of  Exterior  Relatioas, 
CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

Copy  of  a  Decree.    Extract  from  the  Register  of  the 

D«creet  of  the  Executive  Directory,  of  the  29th 

Thermidor,  6th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and 

iodinnble,  (16th  August,  1796.) 

The  Executive  Directory  considering  that,  not- 
withstaoding  the  hostile  manifestations  of  the 
QoTemmeni  of  the  United  States,  which  hare  oc- 
casioned a  momentary  embargo  npoa  their  vessels, 
it  must  be  believed  that,  unless  ahandoned  to  the 
passions  of  the  British  Cabinet,  that  Government, 
aithful  to  the  interests  of  the  American  nation, 
will  take  measures  conformable  to  the  pacific  dis- 
pouticms  of  the  French  Republic,  after  it  shall  re- 
ceive a  conftrmatioD  of  tnem :  and^  wishing  to 
pursue  the  friendly  and  fraternal  habits  of  France 
toward  a  people  whose  liberty  it  defended, 

Decrees  as  follows : 

Ait.  1.  The  embargo  laid  upon  the  Americu 
vessels  shall  be  immediately  raised. 

Abt.  2.  The  Minister  of  Marine  and  of  the  Col- 
onies is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present 
decree,  which  shall  not  be  printed. 

For  a  true  copy,  as  President  of  the  Executive 
Directory, 

MERLIN. 

By  the  Executive  Directory,  as  Secretary 
Goieral, 

J.  M.  R.  LEPEAUX. 
For  a  true  copy,  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Rela- 
tions, 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  Coogrew,  Junary  SI,  1799.] 
(hntlemen  (if  the  Senate,  and 

GenUemen  of  the  Bmat  of  Bepresentativea  : 
According  to  an  intimatifm  in  my  Message  of 
Friday  last,  I  now  lay  before  Congress  a  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  his  observa- 
tions on  some  of  the  documents  which  attended  it 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,  Jan.  21, 1799. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

January  18, 1799. 

The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  submitsthe 
following  report  of  the  transactions  relating  to  the 
United  States  and  Frane&  since  the  last  commu- 
nications to  Congress  on  that  subject 

TIMOTHY  PICKERINO. 

To  the  PRBainsHT     tike  United  Statet. 


Report  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  on  the  tranactioBs 
relating  to  Uie  United  States  and  France,  nooe  the 
last  oommonication  to  Congrew  on  diat  anbiect. 

The  points  chiefly  meriting  attention  are  the 
atteinpts  of  the  French  Government — 

'  I.  To  exculpate  itself  from  the  charge  of  corrup- 
tion, as  having  demanded  a  douceur  of  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  (222,000  dollars)  from  the 
pockets  of  the  Directors  and  Ministers,  as  repre- 
sented io  the  despatches  of  our  Envoys; 

2.  To  detach  Mr.  Oerry  from  his  eollenf^nea, 
and  to  inveigle  him  into  a  aeparate  negotiation ; 
and 

3.  Its  design,  if  the  negotiation  failed,  and  a  war 
should  take  place  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  rupture  on  the 
United  States. 

1.  The  despatches  of  the  Envoys  jpnblifthed  in 
the  United  States  and  republished  in  England, 
reached  Paris  toward  the  last  of  May ;  and  on  the 
30th  of  that  month,  the  French  Minister,  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  affecting  an  entire  ignorance  of  the 
persons  designated  oy^  the  letters  W.  X.  Y.  and 
Z. — eallii^  them  intriguers,  whose  object  was  to 
deceive  the  BnTovs — writes  to  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
"pmys  him  immediately  to  make  known  to  him 
their  niunes." 

Mr.  Gerrr  in  his  answer  of  the  31st,  wishes  to 
evade  Mr.  Talleyrand's  request ;  and  with  reasoaj 
for  he  and  hiscoll^uea  had    promised  Messrs. 
X.  and  Y.  that  their  names  should  in  no  event  be 
made  pablie."  Mr.  Gerry,  in  his  letter  of  October 
1,  in  noting  the  repetition  of  Mr.  Talleyrand^  re- 
quest for  those  names,  states  as  an  objection  Co 
giving  tbem  up  "  that  they  could  be  otherwise  a»- 
eertained and  that  Mr.  Talleyrand's  messenger, 
admitting  the  fact  that  they  were  already  known, 
immediately  mentioned  their  names.   Mr.  Gerrr, 
nevertheless  certified  in  writing  the  names  X.  Y. 
andZ.;  with  the  reserve  ''that  they  shoald  not 
be  published  on  his  authority and  besides  for- 
mally certifying  to  Mr.  Talleyrand  the  names  of 
his  own  private  agents,  added,  that  "  they  did  not 
produce,  to  his  knowledge,  credentials  or  docu- 
ments <H  any  kind."  "  Credentials**  in  writing 
were  certeinly  not  to  he  expected  to  be  prodocea 
by  acents  emploved  to  make  corrupt  poposiiions: 
but  Mr.  Genry  nad  Mr.  Talleyrand's  own  assu- 
rance that  Mr.  Y.  was  acting  by  his  authority.  It 
is  recited  in  the  Envoys'  despatches,  and  upon  BIr. 
Qerry'fi  own  report  to  his  coUeasues,  that,  on  the 
17ih  of  Decemtwr,  1797,  Mr.  Y.  "stated  to  him 
that  two  measures  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  propoa* 
ed  being  adopted,  a  restoration  of  friendiibip  be- 
tween the  Republics  would  follow  immediately; 
the  one  was  a  gratuity  of  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling ;  the  other  a  purchase  of  thirty-two  mil- 
lions of  Dutch  rescriptions and  after  conversing 
on  these  topics,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Y.  rode  to  Mr. 
Talleyrand's  office,  where  "Mt.  Gerry  obsmred 
to  Mr.  Talleyrand  that  Mr.  Y.  had  sUted  to  him 
that  morning  some  propositions  as  coning  from 
Mr.  Talle];rand,  respecting  which  Mr.  Oerrf  eooU 
give  no  opinion and,  alter  making  some  other 
observations,  Mr.  T^lejrnnd  aaswcnd  "that  the 
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information  Mr.  Y.  bad  given  bim  (Mr.  Gerry) 
ms  just,  aad  might  always  be  relied  od."  This 
deelaratioD  itamps  witb  toe  Minister^  anthcnity 
all  the  commaoicatioDfl  made  bv  Mr.  Y.  to  the 
Baroys.  And  Mr.  Y.  himself,  who  is  Mr.  Bella- 
my, of  Hamburg,  in  his  public  vindication  de- 
clares, that  "  be  oad  done  nothing,  said  nothing, 
and  written  nothing,  without  the  orders  of  Citizen 
Talteynuid."  The  same  mar  be  asserted  in  regard 
to  Mr.  X.,  for  he  first  introduced  Mr.  Y.  to  the 
Envoys;  and  his  separate  communications  were 
snbstantially  the  same  with  those  of  Y. ;  and  both 
together  were  present  with  tbe  Envoys  when  the 
communications  were  more  than  once  repeated. 

It  also  deserves  notice,  that,  in  stating  the  pre- 
limiDary  demands  of  the  French  Qovernment,  the 
private  agents,  X.  and  Y.,  and  the  Minister,  use  a 
similar  language.  The  agents  declare  that  the 
Directory  are  extremeljr  irntated  at  the  Speech  of 
the  President,  and  require  an  ezpUnation  of  some 
parts  of  it,  and  reparation  for  others;  that  this 
most  give  pain  to  the  Envoys,  but  the  Directory 
would  not  dispense  witb  it :  and  that  as  to  the 
means  of  averting  the  demand  concerning  the 
President's  Speech,  the  Envoys  must  search  for 
them,  and  propose  tbem,  themselves.  Being  asked 
to  suggest  the  means,  the  answer  is  ''money" — 
the  purchase  of  the  Dutch  rescriptions,  and  fifty 
tbonaaod  pounds  sterling,  as  a  doueatr  to  the  Di- 
rectory." 

The  Minister  told  the  Envoys  that  tbe  Directo- 
ry were  wounded  by  the  President's  Speech  j  and. 
in  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Oerry  on  the  S^th  of 
October,  said  *'  the  Directory  had  passed  an  arr^t, 
which  he  offered  for  perusal,  in  which  they  bad 
demanded  of  the  Envoys  an  explanation  of  some 
parts,  and  a  reparation  for  others,  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Speech  to  Congress  of  the  16th  of  Mav, 
1797 ;  that  he  was  sensible  that  difficulties  would 
exist  on  tbe  part  of  the  Edvo]^  relative  to  this 
demand;  .but  that  by  their  offering  money  he 
thought  he  could  prevent  tbe  effect  of  the  arr^t. 
Mr.  Z.,  (the  **  interpreter,")  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Oerry.  having  staled  -that  the  Envoys  Have  no 
such  powers,  Mr.  Talleyrand  replied,  they  can 
in  such  case  take  a  power  on  themselves ;  and  pro- 
posed that  they  should  make  a  "  loan."   But  this 
''loan,"  as  will  presently  appear,  did  not  mean  the 
"money,"  which  would  "prevent  the  effect  of  the 
arrit."  Mr.  Getry  then  making  some  obserrations 
on  the  powers  of  the  Envoys — that  they  "  were 
adequate  to  tbe  discussion  and  adjustment  of  all 
points  of  real  difference  between  the  two  nations ; 
that  they  eoald  alter  and  amend  the  treaty,  or,  if 
necessary,  form  a  new  one ;"  added,  "  that  as  lo  a 
iOBB,  they  bad  no  powers  whatever  to  make  one, 
but  that  they  eotild  send  one  of  their  number  for 
iiuirnctians  on  this  proposition,  if  deemed  expedi- 
ent:" "That  as  he  fMr.  Talleyrand]  had  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  confer  witb  the  Envoys  indi- 
TtduaUy,  it  was  the  wish  of  Mr.  Gerry  that  such  a 
conference  should  take  place,  and  their  opinions 
tkns  be  ascertained."   "Mr.  Talleyrand,  in  an- 
swer said,  he  should  be  glad  to  confer  with  the 
other  Envoys,  indiTidually,  but  that  this  matter 
•boat  tbe  "  money"  must  be  settled  directly  with 


out  sending  to  America ;  that  he  would  not  com- 
municate the  arrit  for  a  week ;  and  that  if  he 
could  adjust  the  difficulty  rei^pecting  the  &peeeh, 
an  application  would  nevertheless  go  to  the  Unitea 
States  for  a  loan."  Now  this  matter  of  the  money 
that  must  be  settled  directly,  could  only  refer  to  the 
douceicr;  for  a  loan  in  the  purchase  of  millions  of 
Dutch  rescriptions,  or  in  any  other  form,  could 
only  be  the  subject  of  a  stipulation  to  be  afterward 
fulfilled  by  the  United  States;  but  the  douceur 
of  fifty  tnousand  pounds  sterling  was  a  sum 
within  theiramediate  reach  of  the  Envoys;  for  their 
credit  would  certainly  command  it:  in  facta  mer- 
cantile house  had  offered  to  answer  their  draughts : 
and  this  Mr.  Talleyrand  uoquesiionabty  wdi 
knew ;  for  it  was  a  member  of  the  same  house 
who  first  introduced  the  Minister's  agent,  Mr.  X., 
to  General  Plnckney,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the 
Envovs'  despatches.  A  collateral  evidence  that 
in  "  tnis  matter  of  the  money  that  must  be  settled 
directly,"  Mr.  Talleyrand  referred  only  to  the 
douceur,  arises  from  this  circumstance:  The  very 
next  day,  (October  S9tb0  Mr.  X.  called  on  the 
Envoys  and  said,  "  Mr.  Talleyrand  was  extremely 
anxious  to  be  of  service  to  tbem,  and  bad  request- 
ed that  one  more  effort  should  be  made  lo  induce 
us  to  enable  him  to  be  so."  After  a  great  deal  of 
the  same  conversation  which  had  passed  at  former 
interviews  had  been  repealed,  the  Envoys  say— 
"  the  sum  of  his  proposition  wa;,  that  if  we  would 
pay  by  way  of  fees  (that  was  his  expression)  the 
sum  of  money  demanded  for  private  use,  the  Di- 
rectory would  not  receive  us,  but  would  [termitus 
to  remain  at  Parisas  wenow  were;  and  we  should 
be  recrived  by  Mr.  Talleyrand,  until  one  of  us 
could  go  to  America  and  consult  our  Government 
on  the  subject  of  a  loan." 

Although  the  Envoys*  despatches,  and  the  facts 
and  circumstances  hereinbefore  stated,  cannot 
leave  a  doubt  that  X..  as  well  as  Y.  and  Z.,  wa« 
well  known  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  add.  that  on  the  2d  of  December,  X., 
and  Z.,  dined  together  at  Mr.  Talleyrand's,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Oerry;  and  that  after  rising 
from  tbe  table,  the  money  propositions,  which  had 
before  been  mad&  were  repeated,  in  the  room  and 
in  the  presence,  though,  perhaps,  not  in  the  hear- 
ing,  of  Mr.  Talleyrand.  Mr.  X.'  put  the  question 
to  Mr.  Gerry  in  direct  terms,  either  "  whether  the 
Envoys  would  now  give  the  douceur,"  or  "  whethei 
they  had  got  the  money  ready."  Mr.  Gerry,  very 
justly  offended,  answered  positively  in  the  n^fa- 
tive,  and  the  conversation  dropped. 

Mr.  Z.,  who  has  avowed  himself  to  be  Mr. 
Hauteval,  was  tbe  person  who  first  made  known 
to  the  Envoys  the  Minister's  desire  to  confer 
with  them  iodividoally  on  the  objects  of  their 
mission.  He  it  was  who  first  introduced  Mr. 
Gerry  to  Mr.  Talleyrand^  and  served  as  the  inter- 
preter of  their  conversations ;  and  in  bis  letter  to 
Mr.  Talleyrand,  at  tbe  close  of  Mr.  Gerry's  doea- 
meot.  No.  35,  he  annoancca  himself  to  be  the 
agent  of  tbe  Minister,  to  makeeommanicationsto 
the  Envoys. 

Mr.  Hauteval  declares  '*  his  sensibility  must  be 
much  affected  on  finding  himself,  under  tbe  letter 
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Z.,  acting  a  part  io  company  with  certaia  m-  ■, 
triguers,  whose  plan,  he  sap,  a  doubtless  was  to  ; 
ti£t  advantage  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Americac 
BnToys,  and  make  ihem  their  dupes  yet  this  , 
person,  the  avow^  agent  of  the  French  Minister, ' 
ai^rently  so  aDxioos  to  screen  himself  from  the  ; 
suspicion  of  an  agency  in  soliciting  the  bribe  re-  i 
ijaired  by  Mr.  Talleyrand,  did  himself  urge  aeom- , 
pliance  with  that  corrupt  proposition.*  < 

The  sensation  which  these  details  irresistibly  , 
•excite  is  that  of  astonishment  at  the  unparalleled  [ 
-effrontery  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  in  demanding  of , 
Mr.  Gerry  the  names  of  X.,  Y.,  and  Z.,  after  Y.  I 
had  accompanied  him  on  a  visit  to  the  Minister,  ' 
with  whom  the  conversation  detailed  in  the  print- 
ed despatches  then  passed,  and  who  then  assured 
Mr.  Grerry  "  that  the  information  Mr.  Y.  had  given 
him  was  just^  and  might  always  be  relied  on 
sfter  Z.  had  in  the  first  instance  introduced  Mr. 
iQerry  to  the  Minister,  and  served  as  their  mutual 
interpreter,  and  when  the  conversation  between 
them  had  also  been  stated  in  despatches ;  and  after 
3i.,  Y.,  and  Z.,  had  all  dined  together  with  Mr. 
Oerry  at  Mr.  Talleyrand's  table,  on  rising  from 
vhicn  X.  and  Y.  renewed  the  proposition  about 
the  money !   The  very  circumstance  of  Mr.  Tal- 
jLeyrand's  being  continued  in  office  after  the  ac- 
count of  these  mtrigues  had  been  published  to  the 
world  is  a  decisive  proof  that  they  were  commen- 
ced and  carried  on  with  the  privity  and  by  the 
secret  orders  of  the  Directory.    It  was  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the»e  intrigues  that  the  Ameri- 
can Envoys  were  kept  at  Paris  unreceived  six 
UMinths  after  their  credentials  had  been  laid  before 
the  Directory ;  and  it  was  only  because  they  were 
auperior  to  those  intrigues,  and  that  no  hopes  re- 
mained of  wheedling  or  terrifying  them  uto  a 
domplitnce,  that  two  of  them  were  then  sent 
l^wajTjand  with  marks  of  insult  and  contempt. 

3.  The  fact  that  the  French  Government  at- 
;tempted  to^oveigle  Mr.  Gerry  into  a  separate  ne- 
iprttatioo  will  not  be  questioned:  at  first,  it  was 
made  privately,  and  under  an  injunction  of  secre- 
cy toward  his  colleagues ;  it  was  afterward  plain- 
ly insinuated  by  the  Minister,  in  his  letter  of  the 
18th  of  March.  1798,  io  which  he  tells  the  En- 
voys that  the  Executive  Directory  are  disposed  to 
treat  with  one  of  the  three,  and  that  one  he  openly 
avowed,  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  April,  to  be  Mr. 
Gerry.  The  pretence  for  selecting  him  was,  that 
his  '*  opinions,  presumed  to  be  more  impartial,  pro- 
mised, in  the  course  of  the  raplanations,  more  of 
that  reciprocal  confidence  which  was  indispensa- 
Uc."  But  when  before  had  their  "  opinions"  been 
stated  as  a  justifiable  ground  for  rejecting  the  Am- 
bassadors of  Peace  7  Ambassadors,  too,  of  eatab- 

•Eztraotof  a  latter,  dated  Jane  iMi.  1798,  fimn 
Mr.  Kins,  Minuter  of  the  United  States  in  LondBn,to 
the  Seoetaiy  «f  State : 

**  Celonel  TrambuU,  wbo  waa  at  Paris  aoon  after  the 
•■rival  dure  of  the  Commisdonen,  has  mora  than  once 
infamed  me  that  Hantevat  told  him  that  both  the  ifett- 
eeur  and  the  loan  were  indispensablet  and  urged  him 
to  employ  his  influenoe  with  the  American  Conunis- 
aianers  to  offer  the  bribe  as  well  as  the  loan" 


lished  probity,  whoee  ehairacten  woe  iji  the  fint 
distinction  in  their  own  country,  and  whose  de- 
meanor toward  the  Government  to  which  they 
were  deputed  was  decent  and  respectful ;  who 
had,  wiin  a  frankness  which  the  candor  of  their 
instructions  warranted,  communicated  the  im- 
portant points  which  they  contained ;  and  who^ 
uoremittmgly,  and  with  the  most  anxious  so- 
licitude, entreated  that  the  negotiations  might 
be  commenced.  What  more  proper  or  more 
honorable  qualities  ought  Ministers  deputed  to 
negotiate  with  a  foreign  nation  to  possess? 
But  why  should  a  foreign  Government  que»> 
tion  the  opinions  of  the  Ambassadors  sent  to 
negotiate  irith  it  on  subjects  of  difiereuce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  t  If  wisdy  chosei^  and 
faithful  to  the  interests  of  their  own  country,  they 
must  of  course  possess  different  opinioiu  from  the 
Government  to  which  they  are  sent,  the  differiag 
opinions  maintained  by  the  two  nations  on  their  re- 
spective rights  and  interests  being  the  cause  and 
objects  of  the  negotiation.  A  Government  really 
disposed  to  treat  on  fair  |H-inciples  would  never 
obj?ct  to  the  opinions  of  foreign  Ambassad(»s.  b 
would  receive  them,  and  appoint  its  own  Miiua> 
ters,  with  proper  powers  to  treat  with  them,  pro- 
pose its  terms,  and  receive  those  offered,  and  dis- 
cuss both  ;  and,  if  then  they  could  not  agree,  pot 
an  end  to  the  negotiation.  The  French  Govern- 
ment did  not  wish  to  negotiate,  it  desired  to  imr 
pose  a  treaty  on  the  United  States.  Tothis  pnc- 
tice  it  had  been  accustomed  towards  the  uinw 
Powers  in  Europe,  whom  it  had  subjected  to  iu 
will ;  and  it  expected  equal  stihmissioa  frmn  the 
United  States.  Hence  Mr.  Talleyrand's  sectet 
declaration  to  Mr.  Gerry^  ^  that  if  he  would  n^py 
tiate,  they  could  soon  finish  the  treaty,  for  the 
ecutive  Directory  were  not  in  the  habit  of  spoiA- 
ing  much  time  about  such  matters."  Hoioe 
the  objections  to  General  Pinckney  and  Genctal 
Marshall.  They  manifested  a  discernment  sape> 
rior  to  the  Intrigues  of  the  French  Governmait, 
and  an  invincible  determination  not  to  surzeikder 
the  honor,  the  interest,  or  the  independence  of 
their  country.  It  was  necessary,  then,  to  eel  ni 
of  them  ;  and  seeing  that  neither  despair  of  nego- 
tiating nor  studied  indignities  could  induce  them 
to  quit  their  posts,  pasaports  were  sent  them  to 
quit  France.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  Geiiieral 
Pinckney  could  obtain  permission  to  stay  two  or 
three  months  for  the  recovery  of  bis  sick  dau^ter, 
to  whom  an  immediate  voyage  would  prohaUf 
prove  fatal.  Unembarrassed  hy  the  presence  at 
these  Envoys,  the  French  Government,  if  it  rcaUjr 
desired  a  treaty  on  any  terms,  hoped  to  prevail  on 
Mr.  Gerry  to  negotiate  separately,  althot^h  fnn 
the  first  overture  he  declined,  and  eontinaed  to 
decline  it.  But,  after  the  expulsion  of  bis  oat- 
leagues,  it  hoped  by  its  seductive  uts  to  prevail 
over  his  scruples,  and  gain  his  consent  to  tems 
which,  while  they  were  present,  would  be  rejected ; 
or  at  all  events  to  reuin  him,  with  the  semblaaoe 
of  negotiating,  regularly  or  informally,  and  thas 
keep  the  United  States  in  the  torpor  of  indbecisiea, 
without  preparation  for  offence  or  defence.  Ua- 
fortuoately,  Mr.  Oerry  waa  induced,  by  th«  thraUs 
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of  immediate  war  against  the  United  States^  to 
separate  from  his  colleagues,  and  stay  io  Pans — 
threats  which,  viewed  with  their  motives,  merited 
only  detestatioD  and  cootempt.  Foar  or  five 
months  before,  the  threats  of  immediate  orders  to 

3 ait  France,  and  the  terrors  of  war  in  its  most 
readfiil  forms,  had  been  held  np  to  all  the  £n- 
Toys,  to  frighten  them  into  a  eoinpUance  with  the 
ironndless,  anjnst,  and  cormpt  demands  of  the 
French  Oorernment.  Those  threats  had  not  been 
exeeoted,  and  the  unworthy  purposes  for  which 
ihey  had  been  uttered  had  beeo  obvious.  Happily 
for  the  United  Slates,  the  character  of  the  French 
Government,  as  delineated  in  the  official  dea- 
pttehes  of  all  the  Envoys,  and  the  knowledfte  of  its 
condnci  towards  other  countries  whose  Govern- 
ments it  had  overturned,  and  whose  people,  in 
the  names  of  Liberty  and  Eqiudtty,  il  bad  enslaved, 
so  operated  as  not  to  leave  us  exposed  to  all  the 
erils  which  suspense  was  calculated  to  produce. 
Mr.  Qeny,  indeed,  resisted  all  the  arts  of  the 
French  Minister  to  entice  him  into  a  formal  ne- 
gotbtion  after  that  Qovemment  had  driven  his 
edleagues  from  Paris— a  negotiation  which  in  its 
nature  would  have  been  a  surrender  of  oar  inde- 
peodeDee,  by  admitting  a  fmeign  GoTemment  to 
choose  for  as  the  Minister  wlw  should  represent 
oor  CQDQtry,  to  treat  of  onr  important  rights  and 
interests,  which  thai  Government  had  itsdf  vio- 
lated and  deeply  injured. 

The  Directory  and  their  Minister,  Mr.  Talley- 
raod,  hoped  and  expected  that  General  Pinckney 
and  Qeoeral  Marshall  woold  voluntarily  have 
<]aitted  France,  after  the  Minister's  letter  of  the 
18ih  of  March,  in  which  he  made  the  offensive 
distinction  between  them  and  their  colleague,  Mr. 
Qerry,  on  the  pretence  that  his  "opinions"  were 
more  *'  impartial"  than  theirs.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  of  the  3d 
<tf  April,  says,  *<  I  suppose,  sir.  that  Messrs.  Pinck- 
aey  and  Marshall  have  thoognt  it  useful  and  prop- 
er, in  eonaeqneace  of  the  intimaitons  which  the 
end  of  my  note  of  die  18th  of  Much  hist  pcesenta. 
to  qait  the  territory  of  the  Republic."  Vet  Mr. 
TaUeyrand  had  given  them  neither  passports  nor 
letters  of  safe  conduct  I  The  fact  is,  the  Fi«neh 
Government  wished  to  avoid  the  odium  of  send- 
ing them  away,  and  the  blame  of  a  ruptore,  which 
Mr.  Talleyrand  predicted  would  be  the  eonse- 
qoence ;  while  it  was  privately  intimated  to  th«n 
that  they  must  leave  the  country.  The  Minis- 
ter's conduct  on  this  occasion  towards  General 
Marshall,  (as  detailed  in  his  journal,)  was  partic- 
alarlymarked  with  indignities.  When  it  wasob- 
aerved  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  that  this  was  not  the 
manner  in  which  a  foreign  Minister  ought  to  be 
treated,  Mr.  Talleyrand  replied  that  General  Mar- 
shall was  not  a  foreign  Minister,  but  was  to  be 
eoosidefed  as  a  private  American  citizen,  and 
most  obtain  his  puspon,  lib  others,  thrown  the 
CouoL  To  tUs  it  was  answered,  that  (Mwral 
Marshall  was  a  fofeiga  Minister,*  and  ^t  the 


*  On  die  Oth  ofOetobcr.  179T,  Ifas  day  afiw  die  En- 
vsyshad  defivend  to  the  MiniHera  copy  their  latter 
•Mam^  »  earii  of  ho^itaH^  «n»  lant  to  thm  sad 


French  GovemmcDt  could  not  deprive  him  of 
that  character,  which  was  conferred  upon  him, 
not  by  Mr.  Tallevrand,  but  by  the  United  States; 
and  though  the  Directory  might  refuse  to  receive 
or  to  ti-eat  with  him,  still  his  country  had  clothed 
bim  with  the  requisite  powers,  which  he  held 
independently  of  Fiance ;  that  if  he  was  not  ac- 
ceptable to  the  French  Government,  and,  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  it  was  determined  to  send  him 
away,  still  he  ought  to  be  sent  away  like  a  Mioisr 
ter ;  that  he  ought  to  have  his  passports,  with  let- 
ters of  safe  conduct,  which  would  protect  him  from 
the  cruisers  of  France.  Mr.  Talleyrand  replied, 
that  if  General  Marshall  wished  for  a  passport,  be 
must  give  in  his  name,  stature,  age,  complexion, 
Ac.,  to  the  American  Consul,  who  would  obtain  a 
passport  for  bim ;  that  with  respect  to  a  letter  of 
safe  conduct,  it  was  unnecessary,  as  no  risk  from 
the  cruisers  would  be  incurred.  The  result  of 
these  conversations  was  a  plain  demonstration  ol 
the  intention  of  the  Minister,  that,  in  consequence 
of  bis  intimation  at  the  close  of  bis  letter  of  the 
18ih  of  March,  that  the  "  opinions"  of  two  of  the 
Envoys  were  not  agreeable  to  the  Government  of 
Fraooe,  Generals  Pinckney  and  Marshall  ahoold 
appropriate  to  themsdves  the  character  which  the 
Blinisler  had  drawn  generally.  The  Envoys 
aware  of  this  snare,  in  their  answer  of  the  3d  of 
April,  to  the  intimation  that  "  the  Directory  was 
disposed  to  treat  with  one  of  the  Envo^,"  de- 
clare to  the  Minister,  ^  that  no  one  of  the  Knvoya 
was  authorized  to  take  upon  himself  a  negotiation 
evidently  entrusted  to  the  whole,"  and  ^that  no 
two  of  them  could  propose  to  withdraw  them- 
selves from  the  task  committed  to  them  by  their 
Government,  while  there  remained  a  possibility 
of  performing  it but  that  if  "  it  should  be  the 
will  of  the  Directory  to  order  passports  for  the 
whole  or  any  number  of  them,"  it  was  desired  that 
such  passports  might  be  accompanied  with  letters 
of  safe  coaduet,  to  protect  them  against*  the  eruu- 
ers  of  France. 

Theae  endeavors  of  the  French  Government, 
whether  real  or  afiected.  to  draw  Mr.  Gerry  into 
a  separate  negotiation,  constitute  the  substance  of 
the  correspondenee  between  bim  and  Mr.  Talley- 
rand. Tney  appear  to  merit  conaideration  in 
several  points  of  view. 

1.  Because,  if  real,  it  was  only  in  the  h<me  and 
expectation  that  by  intrigues  and  terrors  the  French 
Government  might  influence  Mr.  Gerry  to  enter 
into  a  formal  treaty,  on  the  terms  which  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  repeatedly  rejected  as  incom- 
patible with  the  intereet,  honor,  and  indepeodeooe 
of  their  country.  For  at  this  time  Mr.  Talley- 
rand had  not  renounced  the  demands  of  loans  and 
a  douceur  as  the  indispensable  preliminaries  of  a 
treaty.  Accordingly,  we  see  Mr.  Talleyrand,  in 
his  letter  of  the  3d  of  April  to  Mr.  Gerry,  propose 
"  to  resume  their  reciprocal  commonieaticHis  upon 
the  interests  of  the  FrencU  Republic  and  the  Uni- 


iheir  sseretaile%  In  a  style  snHable  to  didr  oOoal  eha- 
r«jter."  And,  intheH^iirtai's  Istlerto  Ihem  of  the  18dt 
ofManh,  1798,  he  calk  dM  "die  ComnriMonwaaad 
Bnveya  BahawluiBiy  of  diaPnitod  Smm  rfAmarka." 
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ted  States  of  America."  Aad,  id  bis  letter  of  July 
12th  to  Mr.  Gerry,  having  mentioned  the  arrival 
mt  Harre  of  a  packet,  the  Sophia,  from  the  Ame- 
rican GorerDmeDt,  he  says,  antil  then  I  aever 
rapposcO  yoQ  entertained  the  design  of  embarking 
before  we  had  come  to  an  agreement  upon  the 
definitive  articles  to  be  ratiOed  by  your  Govern- 
ment" 2.  Because,  if  (hat  Government  had  so 
far  succeeded,  it  would  have  insisted  on  its  ratifi- 
cation by  the  President  and  Senate,  on  the  ground 
constantly  taken  by  Mr.  Talleyrand,  that  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Envoys  being  several  as  well  as  joint, 
Mr.  Gerry,  when  alone,  even  after  the  French 
GkiTernment  bad  ordered  his  colleagues  to  leave 
France,  were  adequate  to  the  formation  of  the 
treaty ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  public  faith  would 
be  violated,  if  it  were  not  ratified.  3.  Because, 
nnder  such  circumstances,  the  French  Govern- 
ment doubtless  calculated  at  least  on  a  division  of 
the  poblic  opinion  in  the  United  States  in  favor  of 
the  ratification  of  such  a  treaty ;  by  means  of 
which  it  might  enfwee  the  ratification,  or  effect 
atill  greater  mischiefs.  4.  But  these  endeavtwt  to 
draw  Mr.  Gerry  into  a  formal  negotiation  are 
chiefly  remarkable  becaose  they  were  persevered 
in  during  nearly  five  mootha,  against  his  constant, 
direct,  and  positive  refusals  to  treat  separately; 
Mr.  Talleyraod  asserting,  and  Mr.  Gerry  denying, 
the  competency  of  his  powers. 

We  have  seen  the  Envoys,  from  the  6th  of 
October,  1797,  the  date  of  their  first  letter  to  the 
French  Minister,  to  the  3d  of  April,  1798,  when 
their  last  was  delivered  to  him,  expressing  their 
earnest  desire  to  enter  upon  and  prosecute  the 
great  business  of  their  mission ;  we  have  seen 
them  during  that  long  period  patiently  enduring 
neglect  and  indignities,  to  which  an  ardent  zeal  to 
re-establbh  harmony  and  peace  could  alone  induce 
freemen  to  submit  {  we  nave  seen  them,  while 
held  in  suspense— neither  received  nor  rejected — 
yielding  to  the  importunities  of  private  agents  of 
the  French  Government,  and  hearing  and  discnsa- 
ing  their  propositions,  insulting  as  they  were,  in 
the  hojK  that  when  tnese  should  be  shown  to  be 
utterly  inadmissible,  others,  founded  in  reason  and 
equity^  and  in  the  usual  course  of  diplomatic  ne- 
gotiation, might  be  brought  forward.  Doubtless, 
they  also  wished,  when  their  astonishment  at  the 
first  overtures  bad  subsided,  by  listening  still 
longer  tosuch  dishonorable  propositions,  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  character  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment. We  have  seen  them,  after  waiting  five 
weeks,  from  the  presentation  of  a  copy  or  their 
letters  of  credence,  entirely  unnoticed^ "  solicit  an 
attention  to  their  mission,"  and  solicitmg  in  vain. 
Thus  denied  an  official  hearing,  they  hoped,  by  an 
nnusoal  step,  to  excite  the  attention  of  that  Uov- 
emment.  They  determined  to  transmit  to  the 
Minister  a  letter  representing  the  views  of  their 
own  Government  in  relation  to  the  subjects  in 
dispute  with  France. .  This  letter,  dated  the  17th, 
was  delivered  the  31st  of  January,  1798.  Waiting 
near  a  month  without  an  answer,  and  "  still  being 
anxious  to  hear  expliciilv  from  Mr.  Talleyrand 
himaelf,  before  they  sent  their  final  letter,  whether 
there  were  no  means  within  their  powers  of  ac- 


commodating our  differences  with  France,  MkjaM 
and  reasonable  grounds,  on  the  27th  of  Pebnnry 
ihey  desired  a  personal  interview  on  the  MlgeM 
of  their  mission afterwards  a  second  inter- 
view. They  remark  on  what  passed  at  these 
meetings,  that  the  views  of  France,  with  regard 
to  the  United  States,  were  not  essentklly  chm^ed 
since  their  communications  with  its  anoffidd 
agents  in  the  preceding  October." 

At  length  they  received  Mr.  Talleyrand's  letter 
of  the  18th  March,  1798,  in  answer  to  theirs  of  the 
17th  of  January.  The  Minister's  letter  represented 
the  complainu  of  France ;  as  usual,  charging  the 
American  Government  with  the  inexecution  of 
the  treaties  with  France ;  with  dissimulaticm  ;  in- 
sinuating that  our  tribuoak  were  subject  to  a  se- 
cret influence;  holding  up  the  British  Treaty  as 
replete  with  evil  and  iujory,  and  '*  the  princiiHl 
grievance  of  the  B.«>ubfic ;"  accusing  the  Ame- 
rican Government  of  a  w^  to  seize  the  fint  fih 
Torable  occasion  to  consummate  an  intimate  wuoa 
with  Great  Briuin,  and  siuwesting  that  a  devo- 
tion and  partiality  to  that  Power  have  low  been 
the  principle  of  the  conduct  of  the  Federu  Gov- 
ernment. 

To  this  letter  of  the  French  Minister,  the  En- 
voys sent  their  reply  on  the  3d  of  April.  This  re- 
ply and  their  former  letter  detect  the  sophism 
and  erroneous  statements  of  the  Minister  ;  expose 
his  naked  assertions ;  refute  his  arguments ;  repd 
hiscalumnies;  and  completely  vindicate  the  fiddi- 
ty,  the  justice,  and,  as  a  neutral  Pown-,  the  im- 
partiality of  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes; 
and.  at  the  same  time,  exhibit  the  weigher  and 
well-founded  complaints  of  the  United  Bttfea 
against  the  French  Republic. 

Hitherto,  instead  of  a  desire  to  obtain  a  leeoa- 
ciliatioo,  we  can  discover  in  the  French  Govern  , 
ment  only  emptv  professionaof  a  desire  toeoDofi-  ' 
ate,  while  it  haughtily  refused  to  receive  oar  Bn- 
voys,  and,  during  six  months,  disregsrded  theirre- 
apectibl  and  ardent  solicitaUons  to  negotiate^  and 
aner  one  of  them,  whom  it  induced  to  remain  in 
France,  had  declared  that "  he  had  no  powers  to 
treat  separately,  that  the  measure  was  impossible," 
then  the  Directory  expelled  the  other  two  ! 

If  now  we  survey  Mr.  Glerry's  individual  cor-  | 
respondence^  we  shall  find  no  solid  evidence  oi 
any  change  m  the  disposition  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. I 

In  his  first  letter  to  Mr.  G«ry,  Mr.  TaileyraodS 
artifice  is  visible.  He  addresses  him  as  "Envoy 
Extraordinary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
the  French  Republic;"  and  proposes  to  him  to 
"  resume  their  reciprocal  communications."  Mr. 
Gerry,  apprehending  that  the  Minister  intended  to 
draw  him  into  a  negotiation,  repeats  what  he  bad 
often  before  declared,  that  for  him  to  treat  sepn- 
rately  was  impracticable,  and  that  he  can  only 
confer  with  him  inforroallv. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  Mr.  Gerry  addreaacs  ft 
letter  to  the  Minister,  and  presses  him  to  coma 
forward  with  propositions  for  terminating  all  dif- 
ferences, restoring  harmony,  and  re-estatdishing  j 
commerce  between  the  two  nations.   He  receives  I 
no  answer.  On  the  aSth  he  confers  with  the  Mht- 
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ister,  who  says  he  cannot  make  propositions,  he- 
cause  he  does  not  know  the  views  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  a  treaty.  Mr.  Gerry  gives  him 
the  information.  He  then  promises,  m  three  or 
foar  day^  to  deliver  Mn  Gerry  the  project  of  a 
treaty.  This  promise  was  never  perfonned.  On 
the  12th  of  May,  the  new  iostroctioDS  of  March 
23d,  sent  by  the  Sophia  packet,  reached  Mr.  Qet- 
it;  and  he  gave  immediate  aoticeto  the  Minister 
tiiat  he  shonld  retarn  to  America  in  the  Sophia, 
as  soon  as  she  could  be  fitted  for  sea. 

"  On  the24th  ofMay,  the  Minislersent  hisprin- 
eipal  secretary  to  inform  Mr.  Gerry  that  his  Qot- 
erament  did  not  wish  to  break  the  British  Treaty, 
but  expected  such  provisions  as  would  iDdemaiiy 
France,  and  put  her  on  a  footiug  with  that  na- 
tion." Yet  that  treaty  had  been  made,  by  the 
French  Government,  its  chief  pretence  for  those 
unjust  and  cruel  depredatioDs  on  American  com- 
merce, which  have  brought  distress  on  multitudes, 
and  min  on  many  of  our  citizens ;  and  occasioned 
a  total  loss  of  property  to  the  United  States  of 
{n-obably  more  tbaD  twenty  millions,  of  dollars,  be- 
sides sobjectiog  our  fellow-citizens  to  insults, 
stripes,  wounds,  tortnre,  and  imprisooment.  And 
Mr.  Talleyrand,  in  his  letter  or  the  18tfa  March 
to  the  EoToys,  declared  that  treaty  to  be  "  the 
principal  grievance  of  the  Republic."  But  now, 
instead  oibreaking  that  treaty,  Prance  desires  to 
be  pat  on  the  same  footing.  This  the  United 
States  would  at  any  time  have  done,  and  the  En- 
voys were  now  explicitly  instructed  to do; andseven 
months  before,  all  the  Envoys,  in  their  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Bellamy,  ( Y.,)  the  confidential  and 
authorized  agent  of  the  French  Minister,  told  him 
"  that  he  might  be  assured  that  their  powers  were 
such  aft  authorized  them  to  place  France  on  equal 
^ound  with  England,  in  any  respect  in  which  an 
tnequality  might  be  supposed  to  exist  at  present 
between  them,  to  the  disadvantage  of  France." 

Tlte  secretary  also  mentioned  the  claims  of  the 
American  citizens  on  the  French  Republic.  He 
gaid  if  the  latter  should  be  unable  to  pay  them,  when 
adjusted,  and  the  United  States  would  assume  and 
pay  them,  France  would  reimburse  the  amount 
thereof.  This  has  the  semblance  of  candor;  but, 
DO  the  4th  of  March,  when  the  Envoys  were  in 
conference  with  Mr.  Talleyrand,  and  they  dis- 
closed their  principal  instructions,  "General  Pinck- 
ney  and  Mr.  Gerry  told  him  they  were  posi- 
tively forbidden  to  assume  the  debts  to  our  own 
citizens,  even  if  we  were  to  pay  the  money  di- 
rectly to  ibem."  And  doubtless  it  was  because 
the  proposition  was  already  known  to  be  inad- 
missible that  it  WBK  now  renewed. 

The  secretary  andMr.  Gerry  had  also  some  unim- 
IKMTtant  conversation  about  the  Consular  Conven- 
tion. And  it  is  plain  that  the  whole  object  of 
the  secretary's  visit  was  to  amuse,  by  keeping 
alive  Mr.  Gerry's  hopes  of  some  pacific  arrange- 
ments. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  Mr.  Gerry  had  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Minister,  pressing  on  this,  as  on  for- 
mer occasions,  the  necessity  of  sending  a  Minister 
to  the  United  States,  with  powers  to  negotiate:  to 
which,  he  says,  the  Minister  acceded ;  but  after- 


wards explained  himself  to  mean  a  Minister  to  re- 
side there  after  the  ratification  of  the  talked  of 
treaty. 

Such  are  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment by  its  Minister,  Mr.  Talleyrand,  bef<ne 
the  arrival  of  the  printed  despatches  of  the  En- 
voys. We  discover  nothing  but  a  proposition  for 
treating  with  Mr.  Gerry  alone,  which  he  had  re- 
peated^ declared  to  be  impossible ;  and  on  terms 
which  Mr.  Gerry  himself,  as  well  as  the  other  En- 
voys, had  long  before  pronounced  to  be  utterly 
inadmissible,  because  directly  repugnant  to  their 
instructions.  We  shall  now  see,  by  an  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Gerry's  subsequent  communications, 
that  the  publication  of  the  Envoys'  despatcheSj  far 
from  causing  a  discontinuance  of  negotiations 
with  him,  or  any  change  in  the  disposition  of  the 
French  (Government  more  unfriendlv  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  incomparably  greater  zeal  for  negotia- 
tinfc  was  exhibited  afterwards  than  before. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  the  Minister  announces  to 
Mr.'^eny  the  publication  of  the  Envoy's  des- 
patches. In  bis  letter  of  the  27th  of  Jutae,  tie  says 
thi.s  incident  only,  "  for  a  monient,  suspended  the 
principal  object" — the  negotiation  with  Hr.  Gerry ; 
and  in  his  letter  of  June  10th,  he  declares,  that 
"  the  French  Government,  superior  to  all  the  i>er- 
sonalities,  to  all  the  maoceovres  of  its  enemies, 
perseveres  in  the  intention  of  conciliating  with 
sincerity  all  the  differences  whicb  have  happened 
between  the  two  countries."  On  the  18th  of  June 
the  Minister  sends  him  a  plan  for  conducting  the 
negotiations;  for  the  first  time  states  the  '*  three 
pomts,"  on  which  he  says^  "all  negotiations  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States  must  essen-' 
tially  rest;"  and  "gives  (what  he  calls)  a  large 
development"  of  them;  concluding  by  pressing 
him  to  remain  at  Paris,  to  accelerate  the  negotia- 
tion ;  "  the  drawinff  t<^ether  of  these  ties  whidi 
the  French  Republic  and  the  true  Amertcaiu 
have  regretted  to  see  relaxed." 

On  the  27th  of  June,  the  Minister  again  writea 
to  Mr.  GJerry,  and,  in  language  the  most  importn* 
nate,  snch  as  had  never  before  been  used,  urges 
him  not  to  withdraw,  ''when  the  French  Gov- 
emmeot,  superior  to  alt  resentments,  and  never 
listening  to  anything  but  iustice,  manifests  itself 
anxious  to  conclude  a  solid  and  mutually  satis- 
factory agreement."  The  Minister  even  observes 
that  the  first  of  the  "  three  points,"  inentioned  in 
his  preceding  letter,  (respecting  amicable  decla- 
rations about  mutual  recriminations,)  might  be 
postponed;  that  the  third,  (about  the  examina- 
tion of  reciproca!  damages,)  would  doubtless  ex- 
perience no  difficulty  on  either  side,  after  the  sec- 
ond should  be  amicably  settled;  that  it  was  to 
the  second,  therefore,  they  should  first  attend—it 
being  so  much  the  more  important,  asit  embraced 
the  source  of  all  the  differences  between  the  two 
nations.  And  on  the  22d  of  July,  the  Minister 
renounces  all  demands  of !'  loans  and  explanations 
on  the  subject  of  speeches;"  and  even  affects  to 
be  hurt  that  Mr.  Gerry  should  have  mentioned  , 
them ;  although  both  be  and  his  private  agenU 
had,  before,  so  long  and  so  obstinately  persevered 
in  demandmg  them  of  the  Envoys,  as  the  indis- 
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peosable  preliminaries  to  a  oegotiatioD.  Aod 
doubtless  It  is  partly  owing  to  the  publication  of 
their  despalcbes,  thereby  ez{>o.sinK  to  the  world 
those  shameless  demands,  with  uie  scandalous 

{troposiiion  of  the  douceur,  that  tbey  are  now  re- 
inquished. 

In  adducing  these  circumstances  to  show  the 
increased  zeal  of  the  French  Government  since 
the  pubtication  of  the  desfutches,  to  negoUate  on 
its  differences  with  the  United  States,  it  is  not  to 
be  understood  that  they  afford  a  shadow  of  eri- 
dence  of  its  sinceritr.  But  as  professioDs^  verbal 
or  written,  furnish  the  only  ground  on  which  Mr. 
Oerry  could  form  his  opinion,  that  "  before  the 
arrival  of  (he  despatches  of  the  Envoys,  the  Min- 
ister was  sincere  and  anxious  to  obtain  a  recon- 
ciliation," much  more  professions  stronger,  and 
mote  importunate,  afterwards  made,  afford  pro- 
portiooably  higher  evidence  of  sincerity.  But  the 
present  details  demonstrate  that  all  those  profes- 
sions were  merely  ostensible.  In  the  Minister's 
last  mentioned  letter,  after  saying  that  his  "  sec- 
ond point"  (to  fix  the  meaning  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween the  two  countries)  was  most  important. 
"  as  it  embraced  the  source  of  all  the  differences," 
and  that  to  this  they  should  first  attend :  be  pur- 
posely passes  by  the  most  interesting  questmos 
which  it  involves,  and  sends  Mr.  Oerry  a  note  on 
the  Consular  Convention,  of  all  possiole  subjects 
in  difference  the  most  insignificantj  as  it  would 
have  expired  bv  its  own  limitation  in  two  years 
and  a  half,  within  which  time  the  commerce  of 
France,  judging  from  its  present  state  of  annihi- 
lation^ would  probably  not  furnish  a  single  ship 
to  visit  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  In  his 
next  letter,  dated  July  6tb,  he  pursues  his  specu- 
lations on  the  Consular  Convention,  and  sends 
Mr.  Gerry  two  more  notes  upon  it,  complaining 
that  he  had  not  transmitted  to  him  his  opinion 
upon  his  first  note,  and  recommending  the  two 
last  to  his  attention,  although  Mr.  Gerry  had  re- 
peatedly and  positively  declined  a  formal  discus- 
sion, such  as  the  Minister  now  urged  in  writing. 
Mr.  Gerry  states  also,  that  this  first  note  of  the 
Minister  on  the  Consular  Convention  was  sent  to 
him  six  weeks  after  he  had  demanded  his  pass- 
port, and  when  his  baggage  was  actually  on  board 
the  Sophia ! 

In  a  word,  the  more  clearly  the  impossibility  of 
entering  on  a  formal  negotiation  appeared,  the 
more  was  it  pressed  by  the  French  Minister.  Mr. 
Gerry,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  July 
20th,  as  justly  as  pointedly  exposes  the  boasted 
zeal  of  the  Minister.  "  You  was  the  first,  you 
affirm,  to  press  seriously  the  negotiation  ;  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  merit  would  have  been 
greater  bad  the  measure  itself  been  feasible." 
Again  be  says  to  the  Minister,  "  you  frequently 
remind  me  of  your  exertions,  f  to  negotiate,]  whicn 
I  am  disposed  as  much  as  possible  to  appreciate, 
regretting,  at  the  same  time,  their  circuitous  di- 
rection.'' 

From  this  detail  of  facts,  the  fallowing  are  the 
necessary  conclusions: 

That,  by  the  exclusive  attendoas  of  the  Minis* 
tar  to  Mr.  Gerry,  the  French  Qovernment  in- 


tended to  excite  the  jealousy  of  his  c(dleagnet,is 
promote  dissensions  between  them,  to  sepuuc 
nim  from  them,  and  to  induce  him  to  renuiDB 
France,  expecting  either  to  seduce  him  ioio  i 
formal  negotiation  of  a  treaty,  on  terms  eida- 
sively  advantageous  to  France,  and  injuriotisud 
dishonorable  to  the  United  States;  or,  failingu 
this,  to  hold  the  United  States  in  SQSpease,ul 
prevent  any  measures  for  our  security,  in  lix 
event  of  a  war ;  white  we,  amused  and  dduU 
by  wamubut  enapty  professions  of  the  pacific  tien 
and  wishes  of  France,  and  by  informal  aula- 
eoces,"  might  wait  in  spiritless  torpor,  hoping  k 
a  peaceful  result ;  and  that,  by  this  eouri>e  ofni 
ceeding,  this  ostentatious  disfuay  of  zeal  toa^oit 
differences,  and  restore  harmony  and  a  frieolf  < 
intercourse  between  the  United  S  tales  and  Ftuce, 
the  French  Government  intended,  in  case  ail 
rupture,  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  former. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  a  few  observafioua 
the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  ike  31st 
July,  1798. 

This  decree  was  sent  after  Mr.  Gerry  to  Ham. 
and  he  supposes  that  the  ofiScial  impfdimiac 
which,  for  several  days,  prevented  his  sailing, an 
to  be,  ascribed  to  the  Ministers  desire  of  ta>% 
the  decree  by  him.  The  Minister  inuodneeit 
as  "  a  part  of  the  measures  which  he  hsd  »■ 
nouneed  to  Mr.  Gerry  on  the  22d  of  July."  la 
his  leuer  of  that  date,  to  Mr.  Gerry,  theMinina 
says:  "By  information  which  the  GoTeraaaii 
has  just  received^  it  indeed  learns  that  vwHasa 
have  been  committed  upon  the  commerce  ui  ' 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  Westbdio, 
and  on  their  coasts.  Do  it  the  justice  to  beltere 
that  it  needs  only  to  know  the  facts,  to  disaiowiU 
acts  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  ud  in 
own  decrees.  A  remedy  is  preparing  for  it, 
orders  wilt  soon  arrive  in  the  West  Indies,  calci)- 
lated  to  cause  everything  to  return  wilbin  ia 
jnsi  limits."  This  "remedy"  is  the  decree  of  ^ 
31stofJulv. 

1.  The  first  article  of  this  decree  confines  totK 

special  agents  of  the  Directory  the  r^htof  is*- 
ing  commissions  to  cruisers,  and  requires  tbeeie 
conform  themselves  to  all  the  laws  relitin  to 
cruising  and  prizes,  and  especially  to  those  oftlu 
1st  of  October,  1793.  Although  the  injuDcti« 
to  conform  to  all  the  laws  of  the  Republic  reu* 
tive  to  cruising  was  ominous,  as  the  lawsmos( 
recently  promulgated  and  best  known  were  thtat 
selves  me  sources  of  the  depredations  and  eriUot 
which  we  complained,  yet,  not  imaginiog  tlu'* 
decree,  introduced  with  so  much  solenuiif, » 
which  one  copy  was  sent  to  Mr.  Gerry,  anotw 
to  the  American  Consul  General,  at  Paris, and* 
third  to  Mr.  L^tombe,  late  Consul  Geoenl  « 
France,  all  to  be  communicated  to  the  KxecuUTC 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  of  which  have  beea 
received,  could  be  a  mere  parade  of  words,  I  iw 
disposed'to  conclude  that  the  law  of  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, 1793,  to  which  all  cruisers  were  espeduT 
enjoined  to  confctrm,  miffht  contain  r^ulstiw 
that  would  afiivd  some  relief  from  French  itf^ 
dations.  Bythefavorof  Mr.Lfitanbe,Iobttis« 
a  eopy  of  tluit  law,  and  to  my  astonishmu^uMH 
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its  object,  coDformably  to  its  title,  was  "  To  de- 
t-ermine  the  mode  of  diriding  prizes  made  by 
French  vessels  on  the  enemies  of  the  Republic."* 
And  the  only  restriction  in  this  len^hy  law  of 
siz-aDd<forty  articles,  imposed  on  the  mdividuals. 
officers,  and  all  others  composing  the  crews  of 
tbeir  armed  vessels,  is,  "  that  they  shall  not  sell, 
beforehand,  their  eventual  shares  of  prizes." 

8.  The  second  article  declares  that  all  commis- 
sions granted  by  the  agents,  in  the  French  colo- 
oies  in  America,  to  fit  out  vessels  for  cruisers,  or 
for  war  and  commereej  shall  be  void  in  thirty 
days  after  the  publieatton  at  the  decree  in  those 
coKmies. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  by  this  relation, 
the  agents  may  gather  a  fresh  harvest  of  fees  for 
new  commissions ;  and  that  this  would  be  its  only 
elTeet.  The  agents,  however,  had  before  taken 
care  of  thiaj  .tney  had  been  accustomed  to  limit 
tlte  duration  of  privateers'  commissions,  and  if  they 
continued  to  cruise  after  their  expimtion,  sucb 
privateers  should  have  been  considered  as  desti- 
tute of  commissions,  and,  consequently,  if  they 
made  any  captures,  as  pirates.  But  the  agents 
knew  their  interest  better;  they  did  not  punish 
the  piratical  captors ;  they  did  not  declare  their 
captures  void,  and  restore  the  property  to  the 
neutral  owners ;  but,  declaring  such  captors  to 
bare  no  title  to  the  captured  vessels  and  cargoes, 
took  the  whole  to  themselves.  A  reroarkabte  in- 
atanee  occurred  in  the  last  year,  in  the  case  of  the 
Bast  India  ship  New  Jersey,  belongiog  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  redeem  which,  the  owners  have  paid 
to  General  Hedouville,  special  agent  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory,  in  8t.  Domingo,  upwards  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  cash.  Whether,  any 
and  what  portion  of  sach  prize-money  goes  into 
die  chest  of  the  Republic,  I  em  not  informed. 

3.  The  third  article  declares  that  all  agents, 
and  other  deputies,  in  the  neutral  possessions,  ap- 
pointed to  decide  there  on  the  validity  of  prizes 
taken  by  the  French  cruisers,  and  who  shall  be 
suspected  of  having  a  direct  or  indirect  interest  in 
the  cruisers,  shall  be  immediately  recalled. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  article,  apparently  de- 
signed to  correct  the  monstrous  abufie  of  public 
officers  sitting  in  judgment  in  their  own  causes, 
should  be  limited  to  such  of  the  French  agents, 
and  their  deputies,  as  were  appointed  to  reside  in 
nentral  pUces.^  I  do  not  know  that  an  instance 
of  the  kind  exists:  for,  althouffh  the  French  pri- 
vateers, and  their  prizes,  find  asylums  in  the 
Swedish  and  Danish  islands,  yet  the  papers  are 
carried  thence  to  Quadaloupe,  and  there  the  cap- 
tured vessels  receive  their  doom,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  another  special  agent  of  the  Execu- 
tive Directory,  Victor  Hugues.  And  even  the 
captured  American  vessels  carried  into  the  West 
India  ports  of  Spain  and  Holland  do  not  there  re- 
ceive sentence:  these  cases  are  decided  by  the 
agent,  or  fau  deputies,  or  other  French  trilHinals, 

*  **I>£cret  it  la  Convention  Nationale,  dn  1  8bre 
1798,  Tan  U  de  la  r^publiqae  Fran^wse,  que  d^termioe 
Is  main  de  i^artitini  dw  prises  fdtea  par  tea  vabMsoz 
Feaaftiam  las  MUMaisda  la  ripid)liqiM." 


established  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  fre- 
quently, if  not  generally,  in  the  absence  of  the 
masters  and  supercargoes.  The  French  agents 
and  judges  find  no  difficulty  in  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, justice  being  administered  with  more 
facility  and  despatch  when  only  one  of  the  par- 
ties is  present  at  the  trial,  especially  when  the 
agents,  or  other  judges,  are  interested  in  the  pri 
vateers;  and  this  the  present  decree  impliedly 
allows,  the  penalty  of  "  recall"  being  applicable, 
as  above  suggested,  to  snch  agents  only  as  reside 
in  neutral  places,  if  any  sneh  there  be. 

It  i«  also  remarkahle  that  this  decree,  which 
was  to  give  the  United  States  a  proof  gf  the  jus- 
tice of  the  French  Government,  (a  Government, 
Mr.  Talleyrand  says,  "  never  listening  to  anything 
but  justice")  and  of  its  desire  of  a  reconciliation 
with  the  United  States,  should  be  limited  to  the 
West  Indies,  when  as  great,  if  not  as  numerowr 
abuses  were  practised  by  French  agents  and  tri- 
bunals in  Europe,  and  evm  France  itself,  as  in 
her  remote  possessions.  This,  too,  many  of  our 
citizens  well  know.  Forcaptures  and  condemna- 
tions are  not  the  less  abuses,  because  made  under 
the  color  of  mnnicijwl  laws  and  decrees  which  di- 
rectly violate  treaties,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
plainest  principles  of  justice.  At  present  I  shall 
only  mention  that,  in  a  report  made  by  Major 
Movtttflorence,  Chancellor  of  the  American  Con- 
snlate  at  Paris,  to  General  Pinckney,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1796,  and  which  was  laid  brfore  Congress  in 
May,  1797,  be  states,  "  That  the  tribunals  of  com- 
merce in  every  port  of  France  take  cognizance,  in 
the  first  instance,  of  every  matter  relative  to  cap- 
tures at  sea and  "  these  tribunals  (he  adds)  are 
chiefly  composed  of  merchanta,  and  most  of  them 
are,  directly  or  indirectly,  more  or  less  interested 
in  the  fitting  out  of  privateers ;  and  therefore  are 
often  concerned  in  the  controversies  they  are  to 
determine  upon." 

4.  The  fourth  article  requires  the  special  agents 
of  the  Executive  Directory  at  Cayenne,  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  Guadaloupe,  studiously  to  take  care 
that  the  interests  and  property  of  vessels  belong- 
ing  to  neutrals  and  allies  be  scrupulously  re^ 
spec ted. 

We  have  too  long  witnessed  the  studious  and 
scrupulous  care  of  these  genilemen  respecting-the 
property  of  Dentrala  and  allies,  and  experienced 
Its  ruinous  consequences;  and  as  the  same  laws 
which  authorized  that  "care"  remain  in  force, 
and  with  a:  fresh  ittjanction  of  a  strict  conformity 
to  them,  wfa  can  expect  only  a  continuance  of  the 
same  abuses. 

5.  The  fifth  article  enjoins  the  special  agents  of 
(he  Executive  Directory,  Consuls,  and  all  others 
invested  with  powers  for  that  purpose,  to  cause 
to  he  arrested  and  punished  all  who  shall  contra- 
vene the  provisions  of  the  present  decree.  Un- 
fortunately, these  special  agents,  Consuls,  and 
their  deputies,  are  themselves  the  aggressors,  and 
justify  their  proceedings  under  the  laws  of  the 
Republic  and  the  decrees  of  the  Exeentive  Di-> 
rectory. 

This  analysis  of  tile  preseatdeereenuniAatsilir 
futility ;  too,  with  smne  ruaarfct  on  its  presmbU, 
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will  6emamttnte  it  lo  be  a  bold  inposaire.  io- 
trafcJ  to  mnlead  ibe  eiiizcm  of  ibe  Uitiied  SuUcs 
nio  a  belief  tkat  ibc  Fmeb  Gorenoinit  was 
gmaf  to  pmt  aa  end  lo  ike  defiredattofu  of  Freaeh 
crobMfra  om  Anerieu  eonmcrce.  while  tbe  BcaBs 
proposed  are  w  gnu  a>  to  be  m  isMli  om  oar  oa- 
dentandiDi^ 

Tbe  preanUe  to  tbe  deeree  seu  forth.  -  thai 
uformatioo,  rcceollf  receired  from  the  Freaeb 
toUmiet  and  tbe  eonuaent  of  America  leares  do 
HNMD  to  doubt  that  Freaeh  cnitseri,  or  such  as 
esU  Ihemsrirea  bare  iDfrtnged  the  laws 

of  tiK  Rqnbtie  rdaiire  lo emuing  aad  prizes;" 
ami    thai  forrwacn  aad  pintles  hare  abased  ihe 
btUade  allowed  at  Cajremie  and  the  West  India  ■ 
islaads  lo  ressels  Cued  out  for  enrisiog.  or  for  war 
aad  eooimeree.  in  order  to  eorer  with  tbe  l^rmeb  ' 
ia(  tbeir  eztortioos,  and  the  ric^tion  ^  tbe  re- 
spect doe  to  the  law  of  oalioos,  and  to  the  persons 
and  property  of  allies  and  oentrals."   And  Mr.  i 
Tallejrraad,  in  one  of  bis  letters  before  noticed, ' 
dated  fbe  22d  of  Julr  last,  speaks  of  this  infonna-  I 
tion  as  bariiu  been  ^jost  receired.*' 

Bat  wbat  us  been  more  ootorioos  than  French 
depredations  on  neotral,  and  especially  od  A  neri-  { 
can  commerce,  in  riolation  of  treaties  and  tbe  law  i 
of  nations?  These  hare  been  eoeral  with  the  ex- 1 
isdog  war  in  Enrope;  but  were  mahiplied  onder 
the  loose  decree  of  the  Execatire  Directory,  passed 
Uie  2d  of  July,  1796,  declaring,  that  -  the  flag  of 
Ihe  Frendi  Romblic  will  treat  neotral  vessels, 
either  as  lo  confiscation,  to  searches;  or  to  capture, 
in  tbe  same  manner  as  they  shall  safio-  the  Eng- 
Iwb  to  treat  them.** 

This  decree  committed  tbe  whole  commerce  of 
neutrals,  in  the  first  iDstanee,  to  the  rapacity  of 
French  priTateers,and  then  to  tbe  discretion  of  their 
agats,  Coosals,aod  tribonats.  These  had  only  to 
My,trulyorfalsely,thatiheEngltshtreatedneatrab 
in  anf  girea  way,  and  theo  they  were  to  treat 
Ibero  m  the  same  manner.  Accordingly  we  hare 
seen  Banthonax  and  Raimond,  Commissioners  of 
the  French  Ooremment  in  St.  Domingo,  in  their 
adjadicatioD  of  an  American  resset,  oa  tbe  lOtb 
oTJanuary,  1797.  declare,  "  that  the  resolntion  (or 
decree)  passed  by  the  Executive  Directory,  on 
the  2d  of  July.  1796,  prescribes  to  all  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  Republic,  and  the  armed  vessels  be- 
longing to  individuals,  to  treat  neutral  vessels  in 
tbe  same  manner  as  they  snfier  the  English  to 
treat  them and  "  that  it  ia  in  consei;[uettee  of  the 
above  resolution  of  the  Executire  Directory,  and 
in  eoDsequence  of  tbe  macner  in  which  the  &ng- 
liih  Qovernment  in  tbe  Antilles  treats  neutral 
ressek  thit  the  Commission  passed  their  resolu- 
tion or  the  7th  of  January,  by  which  they  declare 
all  neutral  ressels  bound  to  or  from  English  ports, 
to  be  legal  prize."  From  these  facts,  and  the  tenor 
of  the  decree  itself,  we  can  form  but  one  codcIu- 
sioD,  that  it  war  framed  in  auch  indefinite  terms 
on  purpoae  to  gire  scope  for  arbitrary  construc- 
tions, and  consequently  for  unlimited  oppression 
and  rexation. 

But  without  waiting  for  this  decree,  tbe  Com- 
nissioBen  of  the  Franeh  Oovernment  at  Bt.  Do- 
■ingo  btigBn  their  piraeice  on  the  eomuMrea  ^ 


the  Uailed  Butcs;  aad.  m  Febraarr.  1797.  wnie 
to  the  Miaitter  of  Marwe,  (aad  tke'exDset  «f  ik 
leiler  appeared  in  the  ogi  iil  iamnal  of  the  Euc- 
Blire  EKrecfory  of  tike  3th  of  Jaae.)  -Thai,kaT- 
iKg  foand  no  rcsoorce  ia  and  kaowiie 

aufrie&dly  di>pckHtMB3  of  the  AaKncaai.  u3 
to  aroid  perisEui^  ia  distress,  they  had  aimed  (or 
eminag.  aad  thai  already  ejghty-screa  eraum 
were  at  sea ;  aad  thai  for  three  mcatks  pieteditt 
the  adminktraikm  had  sab^jsicdr  and  iadiTHfatt 
been  enriched,  with  the  prodaet  of  those  jaxuT 
-That  the  decree  of  iheSdofJuly  wasaoikam 
by  them  until  five  moaihs  afimnids.  fiat  (in 
laey)  the  shoekiag  condoci  of  the  AmerieaBLiM 
the  tadirect  knowledge  oi  the  inteatjoBs  of  on 
GoremmenL  made  it  oar  doty  to  order  repriiak, 
erea  before  we  had  receired  tbe  official  aotiec  d{ 
the  decree.'^  They  CeUdtate  thenselTa  ibt 
American  ressels  were  daily  takea,  and  dcdue 
that  they  had  learnt,  by  divers  persons  from  ik 
continent,  that  the  Americans  were  neifidiott. 
corrupt,  ihe  friends  of  England,  and  tnai,  then- 
fore,  their  ressels  no  longer  entered  the  Ficad 
ports^  unless  carried  in  by  force." 

Aiter  this  recital,  before  the  Council  of  Fhc 
Hundred,  Pastorex  makes  the  following  remtti- 
able  reflectimis : 

"  On  reading  this  leuo-  we  should  think  ibt 
we  had  been  dreaming ;  that  we  had  been  uau- 
ported  into  a  sara^  country,  where  men,  still  if 
norani  of  the  empire  of  morals  and  of  laws,  eeof 
mit  crimes  without  shame  and  without  reouKse, 
and  applaud  themselres  f«  their  robberies,  is 
Paulns.  ^milius,  or  Cato,  would  hare  paaaei 
themselres  for  an  eminent  service  rendered  to 
their  country.  Crnlsers  armed  against  a  fnesdly 
nation !  Rejvisab,  when  it  is  we  ourselves  wbo 
attack !  Reprisals  against  a  nation  that  has  not 
taken  a  single  ressel  of  ours !  Riches  acquired  by 
the  coofiscatioQ  of  the  ships  of  a  people  to  wlun 
we  are  united  by  treaties,  and  whom  no  declan- 
tion  of  war  had  separated  from  us.**  "  The  whole 
discourse  of  tbe  agents  may  be  reduced  to  these 
few  words :  *  Having  nothing  wherewith  to  bof, 
I  seize:  I  make  myself  amends  for  the  pr(^r 
which  I  wan^  by  the  [uracy  which  enriclietiiKi 
and  then  I  slander  those  whom  I  hare  pillaged.'" 
"  This  is  robbery,  justified  by  selfishness  aad 
calumny.**  Yet  Santhonax,  one  of  these  "rob- 
bers," and  the  chief  of  those  directorial  ageot^  eoft* 
tinued  in  office,  and,  ^ing  a  few  months  ifto' 
wards  from  St.  Domingo  to  .France,  was  le 
ceired  as  a  member  into  one  of  the  Legislaiire 
Councils. 

Pastoret  also  adverts  to  a  letter  from  Meriln, 
then  Minister  of  Justice,  and  now  a  member « 
the  Executive  Directory,  to  Mr.  Skipwith,  Con- 
sul General  of  tbe  United  States,  which  alsosp- 
peared  in  the  Jouroal  of  tbe  Directory,  and  quota 
the  following  passage:  ''Let  your  GorerDment 
break  tbe  inconceivable  treaty  which  it  condaded 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  with  our  most 
implacable  enemies,  and  immediately  the  French 
Republic  will  cease  to  apply  in  its  own  favor  the 
regulations  in  that  treaty,  which  &v«-  Engbs4 
to  the  injury  of  France,  and  I  muiant  yon  ihtt 
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we  shall  not  see  an  appeal  to  those  regulations. 
ID  any.trihuual.  to  support  unjust  pretensions/' 
"Hbtc  I  (says  Pasioret)  read  this  riffhlly  ?  Un- 
just pretensions!  Could  it  be  possible  that  they 
should  thus  have  been  characterized  by  the  Min- 
ister who  is  himself  their  agent  and  defender  ?" 

After  all,  this  « iDcooeeivable  British  Treaty" 
was  itself  but  a  pretext  to  couatraaoce  the  "  un- 
just pretensions,"  as  MerltD  himself  calls  tbem, 
used  by  the  French  Government  in  its  tribunals, 
for  the  purpose  of  condemning  American  vessels. 
The  details  I  have  already  etren  prove  it.  I  be^ 
leare  to  adduce  .other  evidence.  It  is  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Barlow,  an  American  by  birth,  but 
for  several  years  past  a  citizen  of  France,  a  man 
of  acknowledged  discernment  and  talents,  devoted 
to  the  French  Republic,  and  intimate  with  their 
leading  men.  Mr.  Barlow  has  long  resided  at 
Paris,  and  cannot  have  mistaken  the  views  of  the 
French  Qovernment,  nor  the  motives  of  its  con- 
duct Mr.  Barlow's  letter,  dated  at  Paris,  the 
first  of  March,  1798,  to  bis  brother-in-law,  Mr 
Baldwio,  iias  doomed  the  writfer  to  inlamy ;  yet 
when  it  describes  the  principles  and  conduct  of 
the  French  Republic,  it  merits  attentim.  He 
lays,  "that  act  of  submission  to  the  British  Qov^ 
onmeot,  commonly  called  Jay's  Treatf,  is  usually 
considered,  both  by  its  friends  and  enemies,  as  the 
sole  causa  or  at  least  the  great  cause,  of  the  pre- 
sent hostile  disposition  towards  the  United  States. 
This  opinion  (says  he)  is  erroneous."  He  then 
proceeas  to  an  enumeration  of  a  variety  of  mat- 
ters, which,  he  says,  have  influenced  the  conduct 
of  France.  But  the  most  provoking,  and  the  most 
unpardonable  of  all  the  offences  of  the  United 
States  against  France,  was,  fortuuatelv,  not  an 
act  of  the  Government,  but  an  act  of  tne  people. 
The  freemen  of  the  United  States^  "  the  true 
Americans,"  dared  to  exercise  their  independent 
rights,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  French 
poTeroment  and  the  endeavors  and  practices  of 
its  Minister  Adet  elected  Mr.  Adams  to  the  office 
of  PresidenL  Mr.  Barlow's  obserntions  od  this 
event  farther  derelop  the  character  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  QoTernment.  He  sar^  "  wbea  the 
election  of  Adams  was  announced  nere,  it  pro- 
duced the  order  of  the  2d  March,*  which  was 
meant  to  be  little  short  of  a  declaration  of  war ;" 
"the  Goveroment  here  was  determined  to  fleece 

fou  of  your  property  to  a  sufficient  degree  to 
ring  you  to  a  feeliog  in  the  only  nerve  in  which 
it  was  presumed  ^our  sensibility  lay,  which  was 
your  pecuniary  interests."  And  what  was  this 
feeling"  to  produce?  The  answer  is  obvious — 
Subrawioxk  to  the  v>Ui  of  the  French  Government. 
The  mystery  of  French  politics  is  here  unveiled. 

'  It  will  be  reooUected  that  this  is  the  decree  of  the 
EzscDttve  Directory,  ordering  the  capture  and  con- 
dgmuatioD  of  Ameiicaa  veasels,  not  luviog  a  rdle 
ifidpage,^ta.%  fruitiui  source  of  plunder  to  Frenchmen, 
and  of  min  to  American  citiwns :  and  which  also  d»- 
datad  all  American  seamen,  making  a  part  of  the  crew 
vS  maaM  shqia^  even  when  pat  on  board  of  tlhem  by 
finea,  to  be  pmttetf  and  ^roetad  them  to  be  tiaated  as 
neb. 


The  United  States  did  not  submit.  Hence  the 
noD-receptioD  of  her  Envoys,  and  their  haughty 
treatment ;  hence  the  insulting  demands  of  trib- 
ute as  a  preliminary  even  to  their  reception ;  and 
hence  the  expulsion  of  two  of  them  from  France. 

But  to  return  to  the  decree  of  the  Executive 
Directory  of  the  3lst  of  July  lasL 

I  have  already  shown  that  the  mass  of  depreda- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  un- 
der the  French  flag,  of  which  we  so  justly  com- 
plain, are  not  those  committed,  as  the  Directory, 
ID  their  preamble,  insinuate,  by  "  foreigners  and 
pirates,"  but  by  French  armed  vessels  commit- 
sioned  by  the  GoveromeDt  or  its  agents ;  or  whe- 
ther commissioned  or  not,  whose  acts  in  capturing 
American  vessels  receive  the  sanction  of  French 
Consuls,  of  French  tribunals,  and  of  the  special 
agents  of  the  Directory.  I  have  shown  that  the 
laws  of  France  and  the  Directorial  decrees  are 
themselves  the  sources  of  those  violations  of  treat- 
ies and  the  laws  of  nations,  which  have  caused 
such  immense  losses  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  And  to  the  proofs  already  offered,  that 
the  information  of  such  aggressions  and  abuses, 
particularly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  coast 
of  America,  was  not,  as  the  preamble  suggests, 
but  "recently  received."  I  may  add  that  their 
'^special  agents"  authorized  those  depredations 
and  violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  by  decrees 
assuming  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  or  the  acts  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  fpr  their  bases ;  by  de- 
crees printed  and  published,  and  undoubtedly  from 
time  to  time  reported  by  those  agents  to  the  Di- 
rectory itself.  Further,  these  outrages  on  the 
American  commerce  have  for  years  past  been  the 
theme  of  every  tongue,  and  filled  columns  in  our 
newspapers ;  those  newspapers  which  Mr.  Barlow 
says  the  Office  of  Foreign  Afiairs  (at  Paris)  regu- 
larly receives."  E  will  conclude  this  point  with 
the  testimony  of  Mr.L6tombe,  late  Consul  Gene- 
ral of  the  French  Republic,  aud  still  residing  in 
Philadelphia.  He  has  loitg  sincik  and  repeatedljr 
assured  me,  that  he  collected  all  those  aecoaatB  « 
depredations  and  outrages  committed  by  French 
pnvateers,  and  transmitted  tlirm  to  bis  Govern- 
ment at  Paris. 

Id  relation  to  the  depredations  and  outrages 
committed  by  the  French  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  said  that  as  great,  if  not  a« 
numerous  abuses  were  practised  by  the  French  in 
Europe,  and  even  in  France  itself,  as  in  her  re- 
mote possessions,  and  that  this  fact  was  but  too 
well  known  to  our  citizens,  who  had  felt  severely 
their  effects.  Amopg  these  we  have  seen  the  case 
of  the  ship  Hare,  Captain  Hayley ;  but  never  in 
all  its  disgusting  features.  With  thi?  I  wilt  close 
my  observations  on  the  preamble  of  the  Directo- 
rial decree  of  the  31st  July. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rofus  King,  Esq.,  Minister  of 
the  United  States  in  London,  dated  Sf^mber  3, 
1798,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  pretence  for  this  arr£t  [the  decree  of  tiM 
Directory  of  July  31st]  is  of  a  piece  with  the  vin- 
dication of  Talleyrand  reapeetug  X.  T.  and 
and  the  joMiee  and  sincerity  of  the  Directory 
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should  be  ascertaiDed,  not  by  their  word,  but  by  the 
followiog  contemporaoeous  fact: 

"Hayiey,  an  American  citizen,  master  of  the 
American  ship  Hare,  tying  in  the  port  of  London, 
laden  with  a  rich  cargo,  the  property  of  Ameri- 
eatts,  and  bonnd  to  New  York,  went  with  niy  pass- 
port from  IjODdon  to  Paris,  where,  in  a  personal 
mterview,  not  with  the  agents  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  but  with  the  Minister  himself,  he  dis- 
closed his  plan  of  bringing  the  ship  Hare  and  her 
cargo  into  France,  and  to  enable  hjm  to  receive 
the  profits  of  the  Iraud,  without  risking  the  |>ud- 
ishment  of  piracy,  he  demanded  and  received  trom 
the  Minister  oi  Marine,  a  commission  naming 
him  the  commander  of  a  privateer  that  did  not 
exist;  with  which  in  his  pocket,  he  returned  to 
London,  and  soon  after  carried  the  ship  Hare  and 
her  cargo  as  a  prize  into  France. 

"  The  ship  and  cargo  were  both  claimed  by  tbe 
American  owners,  and,  upon  the  uareilio^  of  this 
infamous  procee(fing  before  the  lower  tribunals, 
the  judges  nesitated,  and  finally  refused  to  sanction 
so  tmheard  of  a  fraud  j  though,  inst»d  ol  restor- 
ing the  property  to  its  lawful  owners,  they,  on 
some  frivolous  pretence,  adjudged  both  ship  and 
wgo  to  be  good  prize  to  the  nation.  Lately,  the 
trimmal  in  the  last  resort,  upon  the  appeal  of  Hay- 
ley,  has  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court, 
and  **  decreed  the  ship  and  carvo  to  be  condemned 
as  good  prize  to  thb  renegado?* 

*^If  a  transaction  more  grossly  corrupt  and  in- 
famous has  occurred  in  tbe  West  Indies,  I  have 
not  heard  of  it ;  and  yet  with  this  case  of  une- 
<^ua11ed  in&my  and  corruption  before  them,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  nighest  tribunals  of  the  nation,  the 
Directory  expect  to  amuse  us  with  a  disavowal  of 
the  conduct  of  a  few  subaltern  agents  in  a  remote 
part  of  their  dominions ! ! !" 

Besides  the  communications  from  Mr.  Gerry,  I 
luive  received  from  Fulwar  Skipwith,  Esq.,  Coa- 
8q1  G«ieral  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  three 
letters  dued  the  4th,  8th,  and  33d  of  August,  co- 
pies of  which  and  of  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  are  herewith  presented,  excepting  the  decree  of 
July  3Ut,  which  appears  among  the  commaai- 
cations  from  Mr.  Gerry.  Mr.  SEipwith's  letter  of 
August  22d,  with  its  enclosures,  was  delivered  to 
me  oy  Doctor  Logan,  i  bad  previously  received 
the  original,  which  had  been  brought  over  by  Mr. 
Woodward  of  Boston. 

Doctor  Logan  having  been  the  bearer  of  the 
last  mentioned  communications  from  the  French 
Government,  and  his  embassy  having  not  only 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  public,  but  been 
made  tbe  subject  of  debate  in  CoD^ress,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  mtroduce  into 
tliis  report  some  circumstances  respecting  it. 

On  the  12th  of  November  the  doctor  came  to 
me  at  Trenton.  He  advanced  with  eagerness  and 
handed  me  the  packet  from  Mr.  Sktpwith.  On 
examining  its  contents,  I  told  the  Doctor  that  I 
already  possessed  the  same  papers.  I  made  some 
remarks  on  the  decree  of  the  Directory  of  the  31st 
of  Jnly,  to  show  that  it  was  only  ostensible  and 
ilhuory,  and  that  it  would  not  give  any  relief  lo 
tke  commeme  of  the  United  Etuttes.  The  Doc- 


ter,  not  contesting  my  arguments  or  opinion,  said 
that  more  was  intended  to  be  done,  bat  that  tbe 
Directory  could  not  accomiriisb  it  of  themselves, 
seeing  it  depended  on  the  wws  which  the  Legis- 
lative councils  alone  could  change.  I  answered, 
that  this  was  easy  to  be  done ;  that  as  the  DireeK- 
ory,  on  the  18th  Pcnctidor  (September  4tb,  1797) 
bad  garbled  the  two  councils,  and  banished  some, 
and  dismissed  others  of  the  best  members,  alt  who 
were  firmly  opposed  to,  their  views ;  and,  as  on  the 
new  elections  to  supply  the  vacancies  and  the  new 
third  of  the  councils,  the  Directory  sent  home 
every  new  member  who  was  not  agreeable  to  them, 
everybody  must  see  that  the  Directory  had  favc 
to  declare  its  will,  and  it  would  be  obeyed.  The 
Doctor  said,  that  the  Directory  was  very  well 
disposed  towards  the  United  States,  and  desired  a 
reconciliation;  that  tbey  would  promote  a  revi 
sion  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  privateering,  so  as  to 

Eut  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  on  a  just  footing 
ut  that  It  would  take  some  time  to  bring  this 
about, "  the  peoide  concerned  in  privateering  hav^ 
ins  gained  a  very  great  mfloence  in  the  two  coim- 
cils  V*  1  ■  !  Is  it  necessary  to  iuimire 
how  this  "very  great  influence"  has  been  obtained  7 
Are  the  Intding  members  owners  of  |>rirateers? 
Or  do  they  receive  their  shares  of  prize  money 
from  those  who  are  1  Do  the  L^islative  coun- 
cils reallv  act  indepoidently  of  the  Dircctorr? 
Or  does  the  same  "  influence"  actuate  both  ?  The 
printed  despatches  of  our  Envoys,  under  tbe  date 
of  October  39,  1797,  state,  on  the  information  of 
Mr.  Talleyrand's  private  agent  X,  that  Merlin, 
one  of  the  members,  and  now  or  late  President  of 
the  Directory,  was  to  receive  no  part  of  the  dcu- 
ceur  demanded  of  the  Envoys,  because  he  was 
paid  by  the  owners  of  privateers ;  and  in  respect 
to  the  loan  then  demanded,  on  which  subject  it 
was  suggested  that  one  of  the  Envoys  should  go 
to  America  to  consult  the  Goremment,  the  &- 
Toys  "asked  Mr.  X.  if,  in  the  meantime,  the  Di- 
rectory would  order  the  American  property  not 
yet  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  jarivateers*  men, 
to  be  restored?  He  said  explicitly  that  tbey 
would  not.  The  Envoys  asked  him  whether  they 
would  suspend  further  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce? He  said  they  would  not;  but  Mr.  TU- 
leyrand  observed,  that  on  this  subject  we  could 
not  sustain  much  additional  injury,  because  tbe 
winter  season  was  approaching,  when  few  addi- 
tional captures  could  be  made."  Here  we  seeotir 
Envoys  inquiring,  not  whether  the  two  councils 
would  suspend  those  depredations,  but  whether 
the  Directory  would  do  it;  and  Mr.  Talleyrand's 
agent  X.,  without  intimating  that  the  Directory 
wanted  power,  or  that  they  could  only  endeavw 
to  provoke  in  the>  Legislature  a  revision  of  tkA 
maritime  laws,"  answered,  peren^torily,  that  the 
Directory  would  not  suspend  the  depredations. 
The  truth  is,  that  it  was  an  act  of  die  Directwy 
^ott&  (their  decree  of  the  2d  of  March,  1797,) 
whien  authorized  and  produced  more  ezteasive 
depredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  than  any  other  decree  or  lawof  the  Fraiek 
RepuUie.  To  effect  a  repeal  of  that  dccrc^  n» 
application  to  the  Legislative  cooneils  cooM  b> 
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necnsary.  They  could  also  haV^e  repealed  an- 
other of  iheir  owq  decrees,  that  of  the  2d  of  July. 

1796,  which  subjected  aetitral  property,  aud  par- 
ticularly that  of  American  citizens,  to  the  discre- 
tion of  their  Consuls  and  cruisers  in  the  Euro- 
pean seas,  as  well  as  of  their  privateers  and  agents 
u>  the  West  ladies,  and  on  which  these  agents 
bare  founded  other  anmerous  decrees,  which  have 
occasioned  those  shocking  depredations  and  abuses 
there  and  on  the  euost  of  the  United  States,  which 
the  Directory,  by  their  decree  of  the  31st  of  July 
h^aflfeet  to  restnin. 

When  the  EneotiTe  Directory  wished  to  en- 
large the  field  of  depredations  on  neutral  com- 
meice.  and  on  the  4th  of  January,  1798^  [>ro[M)5ed 
to  the  two  couneik  the  project  of  the  iniquitous 
law  "  to  declare  to  be  good  prize  every  vessel  and 
ker  cargo,  to  wbomsoever  belouRing,  if  any  part 
of  the  cargo  came  from  England  or  her  possess- 
ions," there  was  a  ready  obedience.  "  The  Direct- 
txrv  thinks  it  urgent  and  necessary  to  pass  the  law." 
Tne  fdan  of  a  decree  is  reported  to  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  on  the  llth,  and  "  urgency"  being 
declared,  is  immediately  and  unanimously  adopted. 
It  goes  to  the  Couacil  of  Ancient&  that  council 
•PIHUTes  the  act  of  *'  urgency ;"  and  on  the  18tb 
M  Janoary,  the  jKoject  of  the  Directory  becomes 
a  law. 

This  law  was  necessary  for  the  French  Gov- 
miBMni;  so  many  American  vessels  had  been 
entrapped  hy  the  Directory's  decree  of  March  2d, 

1797,  reqninng  the  rAle  d'^uipage,  that  the  resi- 
due were  now  generally  provided  with  that  paper: 
some  new  pretext  was  therefore  requisite  for 
«  fleecing"  toe  peofde  of  the  United  States  of  their 
ivoperty,  and  an  ordinance  of  one  of  the  Kings  of 
Prance,  made  near  a  century  past,  having  declared 
lawful  prize  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  which 
wisfound  English  merchandise  belonging  to  ene- 
mies,!- the  Directory  declare  that  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance  ought  to  be  extended,  to  com- 
ivehend  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  friends ;  that  is, 
of  allied  and  neutral  nations.  The  Directory 
knew  that  the  United  States^  whose  inhabitants 
were  chiefly  cultivators,  required  a  greater  sup- 
ply of  English  manufactures  than  any  otiier  neu- 
tral  eoDntry  of  equal  population ;  ana  those  man- 
nfactures,  too,  vere^  from  the  course  of  American 
MmmcTce,  combined  with  almost  all  onr  mercan- 
tile operations,  and  pervaded  entirely  our  ^eat 
coasting  trade.  Hence,  it  is  ertdeut  that  thia  law 
was  chiefly  aimed  at  them. 

It  will  be  remembered  also  that  this  bw  was 
passed  while  our  three  Envoys  were  at  Paris, 
where  they  had  passed  three  months  unheeded  by 
the  French  Government,  except  by  its  indignities. ' 
and  where  they  had  in  vain  solicited  to  be  hear^ 
on  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens,  plundered  and 
rained  under  the  former  decrees  of  the  Republic. 
This  time  waspreferred  in  order  to  add  insult  to 
injary.  The  Envoys  had  firmly  resisted  her  de- 
mands of  loans  and  douceura,  and  when  speaking 
of  their  country,  dared  to  intimate  that  it  was 
independent.  It  was  therefore  requisite,  on  the 
French  system,  to  "  chastise,"  as  well  as  to 
"flaeee**  it, 

5th  Con.— 113 


In  closing  this  subject,  it  will  be  proper  to  no- 
tice an  assertion  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  in  a  conver- 
sation with  the  Envoys  on  the  2d  March,  1798. 
In  reply  to  some  observations  of  his  respecting 
the  proofs  of  friendship  required  by  France  from 
the  UnitecT  States,  General  Pinckney  observed. 

that  the  Envoys  being  in  France  was  a  proof  oi 
the  friendly  disposition  of  our  Government;  and 
that  while  they  were  there,  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  passed  a  decree  for  seizing  neutral  ves- 
sels having  on  board  any  article  coming  out  of 
EtkgUtnd,  which,  in  its  operation,  would  subject  to 
capture  all  our  property  on  the  ocean."  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand replied,  "  That  this  was  not  particular  to 
u&  but  was  common  to  all  the  neutral  Powers." 
Tnis  assertion  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  is  not  true.  Al> 
though  the  decree,  in  its  terms,  is  general,  and 
applicable  to  all  the  neutral  Powers,  yet,  in  its 
operation,  it  was  not  designed  to  be,  and  has  not 
been  so  applied;  it  has  not  touched  a  vessel  of 
Prussia.  The  motives  to  this  exemption  are  oIh 
vious.  France  wished  not,  by  irritating  Prussia, 
to  add  so  powerful  a  nation,  and  one  'so  near  at 
hand,  to  tne  number  of  her  enemies,  while  her 
peace  with  Austria  remained  precarious.  But 
this  exemption  of  Prussian  vessels  from  the  oper- 
ation of  a  general  law  merits  particular  notice. 
It  demonstrates  that  there  exists  in  the  French 
Republic  a  dispensing  power ;  a  power  above  the 
laws;  a  power  which  can  prevent  their  execi>> 
tion :  and  it  is  alike  demonstrable,  that  this  sorer- 
ei^rn  controlling  power  can  exist,  and  in  fact  doea 
exist,  in  the  Executive  Directory.  It  might  theU} 
if  the  Directory  desired  it,  be  exercised  in  the 
exemption  of  American  as  well  as  Prussian  ves- 
sels ;  out  the  Directory  do  not  desire  it ;  we  have 
not  yet  been  sufficiently  ''fleeced"  and  "chas- 
tised." 

Mr.  Skipwith's  letter  of  the  4th  of  August  en- 
closed the  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory 
already  noticed,  passed  the  31st  of  July,  respect- 
ing French  depredations  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  His  letter  of 
the  8th  of  August  enclosed  Mr.  Talleyrand's  let- 
ter to  him  of  the  6th,  respecting  that  decree,  in 
wiiicb  it  is  plain  that  the  Minister  supposes  the 
world,  and  [»rticularly  the  ITnited  States,  will  be 
amused  by  that  illusory  device,  and  imagine  that 
it  was  intended  to  stop  abuses,  and  give  security 
to  neutral  commoce. 

Mr.  Skipwith's  letter  of  the  S2d  of  Ausust  cov- 
ers another  letter  from  Mr.  Talleyrand,  dated  the 
30th  of  August,  in  which  he  encloses  copies 
two  tetters  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  respectii^ 
American  seamen  who  had  been  imprisoned. 
When,  in  July  last,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  the 
American  merchant  resselsin  the  ports  of  Franc^. 
the  agents  of  the  marine  took  out  their  crews, 
and  threw  them  into  prison ;  thus  hazarding  the 
loss  of  the  vessels,  and  injuring  the  men  by  con-  • 
finement,  and  the  bad  provisions  of  their  jails. 
These  seamen  were  ordered  to  be  released.  The 
other  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Blarine  required  ■ 
that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  the  safety  and 
Uborty  of  tne  officers  and  crews  of  American  vea- 
sds  fotuUl  to  be  in  order,  nor  to  passengers  and 
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other  citizens  of  the  United  States  having  pass- 
ports and  protectioDs. 

The  same  letter  from  Mr.  Skipwith  eqclosed 
the  copy  of  a  decree  of  the  Directory,  passed  the 
16th  or  August,  for  taking  off  the  emhjrgo.  laid  a 
month  before  on  American  vessels. 

The  decree  itself  occupies  but  two  lines ;  but  its 
preamble  is  extended,  for  the  purpose  of  insulting 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  when  an 
act  of  common  justice  was  done  to  some  of  their 
citizens :  by  insinuating  that  the  Government  was 
"abandons  to  the  passions  of  the  British  Cabi- 
net." This,  boveTer,  is  but  the  repetition  of  a 
oalamnjr  familiar  in  French  diplomacy,  respecting 
other  nations  as  well  as  our  own.  Barras,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Directory,  in  his  valedictory  address 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  declared  that  "France  would  not 
abase  herself  by  calculating  the  consequences  of 
Uie  coDdeacensioo  of  the  American  Government 
to  the  suffgesiions  of  her  former  tyrants profess- 
ling,  at  the  same  time,  great  esteem  for  the  Amer- 
ican [wople."  Mr.  Adet  had  before  charged  the 
American  Government  with  a  "  perfidious  conde- 
scension to  the  English and  after  making  bis 
last  communications  to  the  (Government,  he,  by 
their  immediate  publication  under  his  orders,  ap- 

Bealed  from  the  Government  to  the  people  of  the 
Tnited  States.  Yet  Mr.  Talleyrand  says,  tbat 
the  French  Government  has  indeed  "complaioed 
of  the  American  Government,  but  to  the  Govern- 
ment itself;"  meaning  to  have  it  understood, 
though  carefully  avoiding  the  expression,  that 
it  had  complained  to  the  Qovemmenl  alone. 
With  the  like  sophistry  he  attempts  to  evade  our 
well-founded  allegations,  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment has  made  Teproachfol  and  injurious  distinc- 
tions between  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States,  endeavoring  to  separate  the  latter 
from  the  former.  He  says,  '*  it  is  utterly  false, 
notwithstanding  the  public  and  private  insinua- 
tions which  have  been  made,  in  private  writings 
and  in  solemn  acts,  that  the  French  Gkivernmeot 
has  ever  sought  to  detach  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  the  Constitution  iney  have  given 
themselves."  Such  a  charge  against  the  French 
Qovemmeot  has  not,  tbat  I  know,  ever  been  made 
by  the  American  Government;  but  we  have  ac- 
cused them,  and  truly,  with  endeavors  to  detach 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the  Qovem- 
meot enosen  by  themselves  to  administer  that 
Conatitution  :  and  this  the  Minister  does  not  at- 
tempt to  deny.  The  Directory  would  perhaps  be 
contented  that  the  people  should  retain  the  lorms 
of  "the  Constitution  they  bave given  themselves;" 
and  to  which  they  are  attached,  provided  they 
would  elect  to  administer  it  men  devoted  to 
France,  and  ready  to  obey  the  intimations  of  ber 
will.  And  because  the  people  have  not  been  thus 
obsequious,  but  have  dared  to  make  a  different 
*  election,  the  French  Government  has  expressed 
its"  terrible"  resentment Mr.  Barlow  has  assur- 
ed us,  in  the  passage  already  cited  from  his  letter, 
that  tor  this  single  act  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  exercising  freely  their  right  of  election, 
t  he  Directory  passM  a  decree  which  was  meant 
to  be  little  short  of  a  declaration  of  war;"  by 


which  it  was  d'etermined  to  fleece  the  people  of 
their  property :"  certainly  in  expectation  that,  b; 
touching  thei  r  feeling  in  that  "  nerve,"  they  woata 
be  induced,  in  order  to  save  their  property,  to  sab- 
mi't  implicitly  to  the  Government  of  France. 
Failing  in  this  attempt,  the  French  Goveromeiit 
made  another,  in  the  decree  of  the  18th  of  Janu- 
ry,  1798,  which,  though  general  in  its  Urau,  I 
have  shown  to  have  heen  Levelled  directly  and 
chiefly  at  the  commerce  of  the  United  Su(«i 
And  this  at  the  time,  (as  I  have  before  r^ 
marked,)  when  three  Envoys  Extraordumy 
were  waiting,  month  after  month,  and  most  re- 
spectfully stmcidng  to  be  heard,  and  to  eiKi 
on  the  discussion  of  all  the  subjects  of  dife- 
ence  between  the  two  couotri»;  and  amoq; 
these,  on  the  French  depredations  on  our  eon- 
merce.  Yet,  Mr.  Talleyrand  has  the  confidence 
to  assert,  and  to  Mr.  Gerry  too,  one  of  those  En- 
voys, that  the  French  Government  "  never  r^ 
ed  and  never  will  refuse  to  enter  into  dtscossioa 
upon  every  proper  subject."  Does  the  Minister 
mean  that  those  depredations  are  not  "  a  propa 
subject  of  discussion?"  Yes,  with  respect  to i 
vast  proportion  of  them.  Mr.  Y.,  his  printe 
agent,  explicitly  told  our  EnVoys,  that  the  condem- 
nations of  vessels  for  want  of  the  rdU  (P  iqu^agt 
were  not  to  be  questioned ;  "  that  being  a  pointn 
which  Merlin,  while  Minister  of  Justice,  had 
vrritten  a'  treatise,  and  on  which  the  Direetar 
were  decided." 

It  is  fit  here  to  recollect  another  and  a  peremp- 
tory refusal  of  the  French  Govemmeot,  *'t<>^<*' 
into  discussica"  upon  the  subjects  of  dinerenee  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States. 

General  Finckney,  appointed  the  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  to  the  FrenehRe- 

5ublic,  went  to  Paris  in  the  Autumn  of  1796. 
'here  was  at  first,  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Envori 
Extraordinary  in  1797,)  a  show  of  receiving  bim: 
but  soon  the  scene  was  changed ;  and  he  was  ux 
only  refused  a  hearing,  but  after  bearing  a  ihoa- 
sand  indignities,  ordered  to  leave  France:  butUe 
predecessor  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  Charles  de  la  Cnix. 
in  a  letter  to  Mr,  Monroe,  intended  to  be  conma- 
nicated  to  General  Finckney,  declared,  (beingoe- 
cially  charged  to  do  so  by  the  DtreettHy,  and  Hr- 
de  la  Croix  repeated  the  declaration  to  Geooa 
Piuckney's  secretary.)  "  that'  it  will  not  acknowl- 
edge nor  receive  anouier  Minister  Ptenipoteotiuy 
froohtfae  United  States,  until  after  the  redrew  a 
the  grievances  demanded  of  the  American  Oo^ 
ernment  and  which  the  French  Republic  has  i 
right  to  expect  from  it."  To  this  resolution  we 
have  seen  the  Directory  adhere;  and  we  haTetbo 
seen,  in  the  demands  it  made  to  our  Envoys  Ex- 
traordinary, as  the  indispensable  preliminanes  to 
any  negotiation,  what  is  meant  by  a  "  redress  of 

?;rievances,"  prior  to  the  reception  of  a  Miniria 
rom  America:  it  consisted  in  a  douceur  for  tke 
pocket  of  the  Directors  and  Ministers ;  in  the  pw 
chase  at  par  of  thirty-two  millions  of  Dutch  se- 
curities, then  worth  but  half  that  sum ;  and  ii 
loans  as  immense  and  indefinite  as  their  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce. 
The  same  letter  from  the  French  Minister  de  It 
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RdaHont  with  FYanee. 


Croix  to  Mr.  Monroe,  affords  another  proof  of  the 
aim  and  endeaTors  of  the  French  (Government  to 


separate  the  people  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Id  the  sentence  next  foUowin^  the 
above  quoted  passage,  Mr.  de  la  Croix  says.  "  I 
ptajr  you  to  be  persuaded,  Citizen  Minister,  that 
this  deteraiiiiatioii  haviog  become  necessary,  al- 
lows to  rabdst  between  toe  French  Republic  and 
the  Americu  peo^e  the  afieetion  founded  upon 
former  beuefits  and  reciprocal  interests." 

If  I  were  to  allow  myself  to  make  any  further 
reflections  on  the  conduct  of  France  towards  the 
United  Statea.  it  would  be  to  illustrate  the  truth 
of  Mr.  Barlow's  assertion,  "  that  the  French  Qov- 
emment  determined  to  fleece  as."  If  the  French 
Government  "listened  (as  Mr.  Tallevrand  says  it 
does)  to  nothing  but  justice,"  and  really  desired  a 
reconciliation,  it  would  have  proposed  to  flx  some 
measare  of  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  it  said  it 
had  received.  Or.  if  too  proad  to  propose  to  us, 
at  least  it  would  nave  prescribed  to  itself  some 
limit  to  reprisals:  or,  at  any  rate,  it  would  not  have 
spumed  us  from  its  presence,  when  we  respectful- 
ly presented  ourselves,  sought  a  reconciliation,  and 
(Oered  to  makea  just  satisfaction  for  every  injury 
we  bad  eooamitted.  And  if,  (as  Mr.  TaUeyntad 
asserts,)  "  the  French  Govetnment  haa  not  caued 
to  offer  the  exact  justice  it  demands."  it  would 
also  have  permitted  us  to  state  our  cUinu<  Bat 
it  woald  have  been  so  easy  to  ascertain  all  the  dam- 
ages we  had  done ;  and  their  amount  would  have 
been  so  aoaall,  even  if  we  agreed  to  pay  for  all  Eng- 
lish, Spanish,  and  Dutch  vessels  hrousht  by  the 
French  cruisers  into  our  ports,  while  aU  those  na- 
tions were  at  war  with  France ;  a  few  of  which 
the  iustice  of  the  Federal  Courts,  in  vindication 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  rescued 
from  the  hands  of  the  French  Consuls,  agents  and 
privateers'  men;  and  if  to  that  amount  we  also 
added  ten  times  the  value  of  the  miserable  cor- 
vette Le  Cassius,  a  vessel  which  had  been  unlaw- 
faMj  fitted  out  for  war  in  the  United  States,  but 
which  has  been  the  burden  of  wetj  note^  from 
Adet*s,  in  1795,  to  de  la  Crcnx's  and  TaUeyrand^ 
in  1796  and  1798^  the  amount  of  the  whole,  it  was 
known,  would  be  so  small,  the  French  GoTem- 
ment  did  not  choose  to  have  it  ascertained ;  for 
diea  the  injuries  done  by  the  French  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  must  also  have  been 
examined  and  adjusted ;  and  when  adjusted,  pay- 
ment must  have  been  made  or  stipulated ;  but  in 
this,  the  French  Government  doubtless  thought 
"it  would  find  only  a  real  disadvantage;"  the 
amount  of  its  own  demands  deducted  from  those 
of  America  would  hardly  seem  to  have  diminish- 
ed the  Utter. 

Such  a  mutual  adjustment  would  also  have 
been  accompanied  with  a  settlement  of  all  ques- 
^oQs  and  disputes  about  the  construction  of  trea- 
ties, and  all  other  subjects  of  difference :  bat  in 
this,  also,  the  French  Government,  upon  its  own 
sTstem,  ^  would  have  found  a  real  disadvantage." 
Vw  it  would  hare  rastly  reduced  the  field  forpri- 
Tateering  in  the  European  seas ;  and  in  the  West 
Indies  it  would  have  been  nearly  annihilated :  for 

there,  for  every  vessel  taken  from  the  enemies  of  | 


France,  her  cruisers  have  probably  captured  twen- 
ty belonging  to  the  United  States.  But  the 
French  Government,  by  always  abstaining  from 
makinj^  specific  demands  of  damages ;  by  refusing 
to  receive  our  Ministers;  by  at  length  proposing 
to  negotiate  in  a  mode  which  it  knew  to  be  im- 
practicable, with  the  person  who  had  no  powers, 
and  who,  tnerefore,  constantly  refused  to  negoti- 
ate ;  and  thus,  wholly  avoidug  a  negotiation,  it 
has  kept  open  the  field  for  comidaiots  of  wrongs 
and  iiyuritt,  in  order,  by  leaving  them  undefined 
to  furnuh  pretences  for  unlimited  depredations.  In 
this  way  "  it  determined  to  fleece  us."  In  this  way 
it  gratified  its  avarice  and  revenge — and  it  hoped 
also  to  satiate  its  ambition.  After  a  long  series  of 
insults  unresented,  and  a  patient  endurance  of  in- 
juries, aggravated  in  their  natureand  unexampled 
ta  their  extent,  that  Government  expected  our 
final  submission  to  its  will.  Our  resistance  has 
excited  its  surprise,  and  as  certainly  increased  its 
resentment.  With  some  soothing  opressions,  is 
heard  the  voice  of  wounded  pride.  Warmly  pro- 
fessing its  desire  of  reconciliation,  it  gives  no  evi- 
dence of  its  sincerity ;  but  proofs  in  abundance 
demonstrate  that  it  is  notsineere.  Fnnnstanding 
erectj  and  in  that  commanding  attitude  requiring 
implicit  obedience — coweriiic,  it  renounces  some 
of  Its  anfounded  doooands.  But  I  hope  we  shall 
remember  "  that  the  tiger  erouches  berore  he  leaps 
upon  his  prey."  t 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
To  the  PttBsioEMT  of  the  United  Statet. 


FRANCE. 


[Commanicatsd  to  Uw  Senate,  Fdmaiy  18, 1790.] 

Cfentlemen  of  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  to  you  a  document  which  seems  to 
be  intended  to  be  a  compliance  with  a  condition 
mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of  my  Message  to 
Congress,  of  the  21st  of  June  last. 

Always  disposed  and  ready  to  embrace  every 
plausible  appearance  of  probability  of  preserving 
or  restoring  tranquillity,  I  nominate  William  Vans 
Murray,  our  Minister  resident  at  the  Ua^e,  to  be 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
the  French  Republic. 

If  the  8«aate  shall  advise  and  consent  to  his 
appointment,  effectual  care  shall  be  taken  in  his 
instructions  that  he  shall  not  go  to  France  with- 
out direct  and  unequivocal  assurances  from  the 
French  Government,  signified  by  their  Minister 
of  Foreign  Relations,  that  he  shall  be  received  in 
character;  shall  enjoy  the  privileges  attached  to 
his  character  by  the  law  of  nations;  and  that  a. 
Minister  of  equal  rank,  title,  and  powers,  shall  be 
appointed  to  treat  with  him,  to  discuss  and  con- 
clude all  controversies  between  the  two  Republics 
by  a  new  treaty. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

FsBnOABT  18, 1799. 
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The  Hfaiutn  of  Exterior  Rdatiom  to  OitiMi  Pidum, 
8eentH7  of  Legstion  of  tiie  Fnndk  RepnUic  new 
die  Batftviut  KqinbUc. 

Paris,  the  7th  Vendemiaire, 
7th  year  of  the  French  Republic, 

I  have  received  suecessivelf ,  citizen,  your  letters 
of  the  23d  and  27th  Fructidor,  (8th  and  13th  of 
September.)  They  afford  me  more  and  more  rea- 
Mm  to  be  pleased  with  the  measure  yon  have  adopt- 
ed  to  detail  to  me  your  conversations  with  Mr. 
Murray.  These  conversations,  at  first  merely 
fti^ly,  have  acquired  consistency,  by  the  sanc- 
tion I  have  given  to  them  by  my  letter  of  the  llib 
Fmctidor.  I  do  not  regret  that  you  have  trusted 
to  Mr.  Murray's  honcH'  a  copy  of  my  letter.  It 
was  intended  for  you  only,  and  contains  nothing 
l^t  what  is  conformable  to  the  intentions  of  Gov- 
ernment. I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that,  should 
explanations  take  place  with  confidence  between 
Uie  two  Cabinets,  irritation  would  cease — a  crowd 
of  misunderstandings  would  disappear — and  the 
ties  of  friendship  would  be  the  more  strongly  uni- 
ted, as  each  party  would  discover  the  band  which 
sought  to  disunite  them. 

Sut  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  your  letters 
of  the  Sd  and  3d  Vendemiaire,  just  received,  sur- 
prise me  much.  What  Mr.  Murray  is  still  dnbi- 
ooB  of  has  b^  very  explicitly  declared,  even  be- 
fore the  President's  Mesnge  to  Congress,  of  the  3d 
Messidor  (21st  of  June)  last,  was  known  in  France. 
I  had  written  it  to  Mr.  Gerry,  namely,  on  the  24th 
Messidor  and  4th  Thermidor;  I  did  repeat  it  to 
hiffl  before  he  set  oui ;  a  whole  paragraph  of  my 
letter  to  you,  of  the  11th  Fructiaor,  of  whicli  Mr. 
Murray  has  a  copy,  is  devoted  to  develope  still  more 
the  fixed  determinatioa  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment. According  to  these  bases,  you  were  right 
to  assert  that,  whatever  Plenipotentiary  the  Gov- 
ernmentof  the  United  States  might  send  to  Ftauce, 
to  put  an  end  to  the  existing  difierences  between 
the  two  countries,  would  be  undoubtedly  received 
with  the  respect  due  to  the  representative  of  a 
free,  independent,  and  powerful  nation. 

I  cannot  persuade  myself,  citizen,  that  the  Amer- 
ican OoTernment  need  any  further  declarations 
from  08  to  induce  them,  in  order  to  renew  the 
n^lotiaticHis,  to  adopt  sucn  measures  as  would  be 
suggested  to  them  by  iheir  desire  to  bring  the  dif- 
ferences to  a  peaceable  end.  If  misunderstandings 
cm  both  sides  have  prevented  former  explana- 
tions from  reaching  that  end,  it  is  presumable  that 
those  misunderstandings  being  done  away,  noth- 
ing henceforth  will  bring  obstacles  to  the  recip- 
rocal dispositions.  The  President's  instructions 
to  his  Envoys  at  Paris,  which  I  have  only  known 
by  the  copy  given  you  by  Mr.  Murray,  and  received 


by  me  the  21st  Messidor,  (9th  of  Jidy,)  annonnce, 
ii^  they. eonuitt  the  iriurfe  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment's intentions;,  dispositions  which  eooU 
only  have  added  to  tluise  which  the  Directory  hu 
always  entertained;  and,notwitbstandiDethep» 
terior  acts  of  that  Government,  notwiturtanoii^ 
the  irritating  and  almost  hostile  measures  they 
have  adopted,  the  Directory  has  manifested  ik  pe^ 
severance  in  the  sentiments  which  are  deposited 
both  in  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Omy,  and  in 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  11th  Fructidor,  and  vhich 
I  have  herein  before  repeated  in  the  most  ex[dicit 
manner.  Carry,  therefore,  citizen,  to  Mr.  Munif 
those  positive  expressions,  in  order  to  convince  him 
of  our  sincerity,  and  prevail  upon  him  to  transmit 
them  to  his  Government 

I  presume,  citizen,  that  this  letter  will  find  yn 
at  the  Hague ;  if  not,  I  ask  it  may  be  wnt  Mek 
to  you  at  Paris. 

Salute  and  fraternity. 

G.  M.  TALLBTRAND. 


[Commonicated  to  the  Sflut^  Fdmaij  SB,  17M.] 
GeKtkmtin  <^tMe  Senate  : 

The  proposition  of  «  fresb  negotiation  iridt 
France,  in  cooaequCTce  of  advances  made  by  the 
French  Oovernineot,  has  excited  so  general  sn  at- 
tention, and  so  much  conversation,  as  to  haregiTen 
occasion  to  many  manifestations  of  the  public  opin- 
ion, from  which  it  appears  to  me  that  a  new  mod- 
ification of  the  embassy  will  give  more  general 
satisfaction  to  the  Legislature  and  to  tbe  natioD, 
and  jKrhapt.  better  answer  the  purposes  we  bare 
in  view. 

It  is  upon  this  supposition,  and  with  this  eiKct- 
ation,  that  I  now  nominate  Oliver  Ellsworth,  &s^^ 
Chief  Justiceof  the  United  States;  PatriekHeuy, 
Bsq.,lateGoremor  of  Virginia;  and  William  Tsu 
Murray,  Esq.,  oar  Minister  resident  at  the  I^VK) 
to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministtrs  Fuiii* 
potentiary  to  the  French  Republic,  with  full  pow- 
ers to  discuss  and  settle,  by  a  treaty,  all  conirarS' 
sies  between  the  United  States  and  France- 
It  is  not  intended  that  the  two  former  of  th« 
gentlemen  shall  embark  for  Europe  until  thej 
shall  have  received  from  the  Executive  Directoiy 
assurances,  signified  by  their  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Relations,  that  they  shall  be  received  in  charactra; 
that  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  attached 
to  that  character  by  the  law  of  nations ;  and  tbit 
a  Minister  or  Ministers  of  equal  powers  shall  be 
appointed  and  eommisnoned  to  treat  with  them. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Uif  iTEn  States,  Febrway  2S.  1799. 
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Beceiipta  and  EarpetuHiures  of  ike  United  States. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
CmmenciTig  on  the  fint  day  of  Aprils  1796,  and  ending  on  the  ihirty-Jini  of  March,  1797. 
[Pabliahed  by  oidar  of  Uie  Hoom  of  RepmentilivM.] 

Tegasukt  Depakthbnt,  Jiaw  14, 1797.  ' 

Sn:  I  am  desired     the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  reply  to  the  following  questioos : 

1.  Whether  there  wiU  be  zny,  and  what,  probable  surplus  or  deficiency  of  revenue  during  the  pre- 
aent  year,  and  generally  what  is  likely  to  be  the  state  of  the  revenue  the  current  year  ? 

8.  Wut  prospect  there  is  of  obtainiD|[  a  loan  to  defray  the  extra  expenses  of  the  present  session ; 
to  wl»t  amount,  and  on  what  terms  of  mterest  and  reimbursement  j  whether  the  said  loan  can  be 
obtained  by  piecing  the^aitb  of  the  United  States  to  reimburse  the  said  loan  within  a  given  period, 
without  pledging  specific  fuods  ? 

3.  How  much  Teroains  due  to  the  bank  at  present,  and  how  many  shares  remain  unsold  ? 

As  relates  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry,  I  transmit  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  for  one  year  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April  last,  with  a  statement  of  the  appropriations 
nmaining  unsatisfied  at  the  close  of  the  said  period.  Prom  these  documents  the  committee  will  see 
{hat  the  revenue  has  been  prc^ressivety  increasing.  It  has  been  often  observed,  and  is  now  repeated, 
that  no  certain  iudipnent  can  be  formed  of  the  ^rmanent  amount  of  the  revenue  from  imports  and 
toanage.  The  high  prices  of  produce  and  labor  in  the  United  States,  and  the  insecurity^of  property 
in  most  foreign  countries,  have  certainly  contributed  to  render  the  revenue  from  commerce  much  more 
|roductive  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  How  long  and  to  what  decree  similar  causes  will 
operate  is  uncertain.  In  some  of  the  principal  ports  the  quantity  and  value  ofimports  are  understood 
to  have  diminished  this  season. 

The  statement  of  unsatisfied  appropriations  does  not  exhibit  all  the  charges  which  will  be  incurred 
fiv  the  objects  therein  designated.  The  grants  for  completing  the  frijfrates  and  for  the  Military  Estnb-* 
lishment  are  inadequate.  A  considerable  amount  ol  stock  was  remitted  to  Europe,  as  a  fond  for  de- 
fraying the  BarbarjF  expenses,  and  for  discharging  an  instalment  of  the  Dutch  debt,  which  remains 
onsold,  and  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  redeem.  The  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  will  increase. 
On  a  general  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  newTevenues  ought  to  be  establidied 
for  every  new  expense  which  may  be  incurred. 

No  provision  has  been  made  for  discharging  the  sums  which  may  be  awarded  pursuant  to  the  sixth 
ariicleof  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  conceived  that  measures  ought  to  be  immediatdynd^Med 
for  preventing  any  increase  of  ^rmanent  debt  for  this  object. 

On  the  second  point,  my  opiaion  is  that  no  attempt  ought  to  be  made  to  raise  money  without  pledg- 
ing sufficient  funds,  both  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  principal.  With  a  pledge 
of  adequate  funds,  the  public  credit  may  be  employed  with  advantage,  and  to  a  considerable  extent. 
It  is  conceived  that  the  public  interest  would  not  be  promoted  by  specifying  any  other  condition  in 
the  law  than  that  any  loan  which  may  be  authorized  snail  be  reftmded  is  at  least  lire  yews,  or  Botmer, 
at  the  option  of  the  Government. 

To  the  third  question,  I  reply  that  the  loan  had  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  has  been  discharged, 
and  that,  after  the  proceeds  of  certain  shares  of  bank  stock  lately  sold  oa  credit  shall  have  been  appUed, 
the  sum  due  and  to  become  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  be  reduced  to  about  four  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  number  of  bank  shares  remaining  unsold  is  two 
thousand  two  hnndred  and  twenty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Secretary  <fthe  Treasury. 

Hon.  William  Smith,  Es^.,  ChatTman 

fif  Ut/b  Committee  of  Waya  and  Ji^ant. 


DR. 

For  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  said  period,  undn  the  following  heads,  viz : 


Civil  Department   $479,419  77 

Annuities  and  grants      .........  3.005  54 

Mint  establishment         -         ...         -         -         -         -         .         -  21^038  81 

Military  Department   1,380,669  37 

Naval  Department         -         -         -                  -         -         -         -         -  298,073  26 

Foitifioation  of  ports  and  harbors          .......  16,745  97 

Military  pensions           -  98,912  24 

Diplomatic  department    -  87,816  86 

Support  and  erection  of  light-houses      .......  59,439  04 

Contingent  charges  of  QoTemme&t      .......  ^333  03 
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Becaptt  and  Expenditure  ef  Hu  C%tted  8taU». 


Interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  and  reimbanement  of  the  six  per  cent  stock,  bearing  a 
present  Interest  $2,998,019  15 

Reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  out  of  moneys  arising  from 
debts  due  the  United  States,  under  the  late  GoTemment     •        -       10,274  38 


Interest  on  domestic  loans 
Dutch  debt  - 
Debt  due  to  foreign  officers 
Spanish  Treaty 
British  Treaty 

Treaties  with  the  Mediterranean  Powers 
Treaty  with  the  Indians  - 
Trading-houses  with  the  Indians 
Trade  with  the  Indians   -        -  - 

Protection  of  American  seamen  - 
Demands  for  unclaimed  merchandise 
Miscellaneous  claims  - 
Treaty  with  Algiera 


410,000  00 
21/)00  OO 


3,006,293  53 
333,529  50 
1,244,988  63 
11^32  31 
5,030  00 
10.555  54 
134;670  00 
9,500N 


3MIOO00 
&000  00 

son 


24,1)00  00 


Tlmporary  Domettic  Locmg. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  payment  of  the  following  loans,  viz : 

Angust  18  aod  December  31, 1796.   In  full  payment  of  the  loan  of  $524,500,  made 
under  the  act  "for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  bearing  an  interest  of  fire  per  cent,  per 
'   annum,  dated  May  2, 1792   $300,000  00 

On  account  of  a  loan  of  ^,000,000,  made  in  pursuance  of  "  An  act  for 
incorporating  the  subscribers  to  said  bank,"  and  paid  agreeably  to  an 
aet  oi  May,  31, 1796,  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  debts  of  the  United  States**    -  400,000  00 

On  account  of  a  loan  of  $800,000,  made  in  pursuance  of  "  An  act  for  the 
reimbursement  of  a  loan  anihorized  by  an  act  passed  the  21st  Febru- 
ary, 1795"   200,000  00 

On  account  of  a  loan  of  $2,000,000,  made  in  pursuance  of  "  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  loan  of  $2,000,000,"  passed  the  18th  December,  1794    -      300,000  00 

Bank  of  New  York,  in  full  of  a  loan  made  of  said  bank,  at  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  under  an  act  of  the  20th  May,  1794         ...     200,000  00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  tfae  Treasurer,  on  the  1st  April,  1797,  was  -  685,490  74 
From  wbich  deduct  warrants  remainiog  unpaid  on  that  day,  which  are 

charged  as  expenditures  in  this  statement       -         -         -         -  8,866  22 

The  buanee  subject  to  warrants  the  Ist  April,  1797,  therefore  was      -  .  - 


1,400;OOOOI» 


676,624  5( 
$9,405,096  04 


CR. 

By  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.  March  31, 1796       -        -  $392,146  93 
Deduct  warrants  drawn  on  him  before  tne  Ist  April,  1796,  which  re- 
mained unpaid  that  day         ......  12,264  22 

Balance  subject  to  warrants,  1st  April,  1796  .... 
For  amount  of  receipts  into  the  Treastiry  from  duties  on  merchandise 
and  tonnage,  viz: 

In  the  quarter  ending  30tb  June,  1786     ....  1,680,128  25 

Do.            do.     30th  September,  1796        .     ■    .         ■  1,823,011  26 

Do.            do.     3l8t  December,  1796         .         .         -  1,786,966  30 

Da           da    3l8t  March,  1797    •  ■  .   -        -        •  1,434,176  06 

From  duties  on  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States,  and  on  stills ;  on 
sales  at  auction ;  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  spirituous  liquors 
by  retail ;  on  carriages  for  the  couTcyance  of  persons ;  on  refined  sugar, 
and  on  snuff  and  snuff-mill^  rlz: 


$379^71 


6,824;m8T 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3665 


APPENDIX. 


3566 


Rece^its  and  ExpendUum  <^  (he  Vnited  ^ate$. 


In  the  qaarter  ending  30th  June,  1796  - 

Do.  .  do.     30th  September,  1796       .         .  - 

Do.  do.    3l8t  December,  1796  - 

Do.  do.    3l8t  March,  1797  - 

Fiom  the  postage  of  letters— 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1796      -         .         -  . 
Da  do. .   :Mth  September.  1796  ... 

Do.  da    31st  Decemberjj796  ... 

Do.  do.    3lBt  March,  1797  - 

From  dividends  on  capital  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States- 
Due  30th  June,  1796   

Due  31st  December,  1796  - 

From  fees  on  letters  patent- 
In  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1796  - 
Da  da    30th  September,  1796 

Do.  do.     31st  December,  1796 

Do.  da     31st  March,  1797  -         -         .  - 

From  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in  the  quarter  eodiog  31st  March  - 
From  s^es  of  public  lands — 

In  the  qaarter  ending  31st  December,  1796        -        -  , 
Do.  do.     31st  March,  1797  - 

From  cents  and  half  cents  coined  at  the  Mint — 

Id  the  qaarter  endiog  30tb  June,  1796      .         -         -  . 
Do.  do.     30th  September,  1796       .         .  - 

Do.  do.     31st  Decemben  1796 

Do.  do.     31st  March,  1797    -         -         -  . 

From  Ainds  ari^ng  from  6  per  eenL  stock,  loaned  and  purchased  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States— 

In  the  quarter  ending  30th  Jane,  1796     .        -        -  - 
Do.  do.    31st  December,  1796        .        .  - 

From  the  sale  of  2,160  shares  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  in  pui^ 
suance  of  "An  act  making  proWsion  for  the  pajrment  of  certain  debts 
of  the  United  States"  ------- 

From  a  loan  made  under  "  An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
certain  debts  of  the  United  States"  - 

From  the  sale  of  the  revenue  cutter  Virginia     -         -         -  . 

From  the  payment  of  balances  which  originated  under  the  late  Grovern- 
ment,  in  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  1796,  from  Rufus  King,  on  ac- 
count of  balance  due  by  the  late  John  Alsop,  and  others        ^871  19 

Ed.  Carrrington,  late  Deputy  Quartermaster  General,  for 
public  property  sold      -        -        -        -  ^  34 

In  the  qaarter  ending  30th  September,  from  the  trustees 
in  behalf  of  Thomas  Hug^ins,  deceased,  late  Commis- 
sary of  Purchases  in  the  State  of  Maryland    -        -        1,178  25 

In  the  quarter  ending  31st  March.  1797,  from  D.  Jenifer, 
for  clothing  delivered  him  at  Torktown.  Virginia      -  66  67 

Edward  Carrington,  late  duariermasterOeneral  for  prop- 
erty sold  1^287  36 

For  repayments  in  the  quarter  ending  30th  Jane,  1796,  from  Samuel  A. 
Otis,  balance  of  mooejrs  advanced  him  for  paying  the  compensations 
due  the  Senators  of  the  United  States  -  - 

In  the  quarter  endiog  30th  September,  1796,  from  John  Jay,  late  Envoy 
to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  balance  due  by  him     -         -  - 

In  the  quarter  ending  31st  March,  1797,  from  J.  Neufville,  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans,  South  Carolina,  balance  due  by  him  as  agent  for 
paying  invalids  - 


97,161  95 
125,729  43 
132,949  47 
142,108  58 


12,149  57 
28,000  00 
14,000  00 
12,000  00 


80,000  00 
45,440  00 


330  00 
480  00 
210  00 
330  00 


4,836  13 
34,100  00 


2,923  70 
300  00 
3,790  70 
4,165  10 


26.750  00 
16;050  00 


3,500  49 


1,344  03 

4,088  55 
496  09 


$497,939  4a 


66,149  ST 


125  440  00 


1,350  00 
220  00 


38,936  13 


11,179  50 


42,800  00 


IjOBOflOO  00 

320,000  00 
738  00 


6,032  77 


2,941  82 
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Receipte  and  Expendituree  of  the  United  State* — iSinilnfl^  Fund. 


From  Jonathan  Dayton,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  B«presentatirei, 
balance  of  moneys  adranced  for  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
said  House  -        -        -        -      »2,611  60 


7^  34 
9,406,006  M 


Tbeabury  Dgpabthent,  Regiater^a  Office,  June  13, 1797. 


JOSEPH  NOURSB,  BegiMer. 


A  Statement  of  the  halanceB  remaining  unexpended  of  the  foUomng  {^pproprkOiam,  on  ike  31«<  ^ 

Marth^  1797,  viz: 

for  the  Military  Department   $996^  11 

for  the  Naval  Department   146,629  42 

for  the  Civil  Department  -------  534,246  47 

for  paying  annuities  and  grants                                -         -         -  3^1  54 

for  the  light-house  establishment  ------  46,647  63 

for  discharging  miscellaneous  claims       -         -         -         -         -  ,  41,066  45 

for  defraying  the  expense  of  foreign  intercourse  -         -         -         -  76,745  90 

for  Graying  any  expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect  tbe 

Treaty  with  tbe  King  of  Great  Britain          -         -         -         -  70^46 

do.          Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers  -        -        -        -  96^246  63 

do.          King  of  Spam   13,653  00 

do.          Certain  Indian  tribes   12,600  00 

do.          Mediterranean  Powers          -  451,500  40 

for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States          -         -  23,415  58 

for  defraying  tbe  contingent  expenses  of  Grovernment    -      .  '  .  .     '  15i66S  18 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecuting  the  claims  of  certain  citizens 

for  property  captured  by  the  belligerent  Powers         -         .         -  50,000  00 

for  establishing  trading  bouses  with  Indian  tribes          -         .         -  156,000  00 

for  unclaimed  merchandise         ------  1,172  65 

for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen          -  24,000  00 

for  paying  pensions  due  to  invalids  of  the  JJnited  States          -         -  129J233  30 

for  tbe  Mint  establishment   23.595  96 

for  discbai^ng  the  debts  due  to  foreign  oflBoers  .        -        -        -  9^11  77 


Appr(griation 

Do.' 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to  -        -        -        •  3,001,288  37 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 


Tbbasdbt  Departmbnt,  Jime  13, 1797. 


Secretary  q/  the  TVeomry. 


SINKING  FUND. 


The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  tbe  Commissioners  of  tbe  Sinking  Fond : 
That  no  purchases  of  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States  have  been  made  since  tbe  date  of  the  last 
report  to  Congress,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  ana  ninety> 
nx  ;  and  that  tbe  sums  heretofore  purchased 
amount  to  two  millions  three  hundred  and  seven 
tiioosand  six  handred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and 
•crenty-one  cents,  for  vbieh  there  bare  been  paid, 
in  specie,  the  sum  of  one  million  six  hundred  and 
eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirtr-six 
dollara  and  four  cents,  as  will  more  particularly 
^prar  from  the  document  hereto  annexed,  mark- 
That,  exclusive  of  certain  reimbursements  to 
tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  which  were  re- 


ported to  Congress  on  tbe  25th  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fieven,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  have  been  applied  towards  the  da- 
charge  of  tbe  Principal  Debt  the  United  States, 
during  tbe  present  year: 

1st.  To  tbe  second  instalment  of  tbe  six  pec 
cent,  stock,  bearing  a  present  interest, which,  pur- 
suant to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  miking  furthei 
provision  for  the  support  of  Putjic  Credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  tne  Public  Debt,**  passed  au  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  bttadnd 
and  ninety-five,  and  the  act  in  addition  thmio, 
passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  oac 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  becana 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  Januarr,  one  tboonad 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  Inie  sum  of— 

$641,674  76 
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Sinki$ig  Amd— CWfecfjon  of  DiOiea  on  haporU  and  7\mn^. 


Sd.  To  the  ptjrment  of  a  loan,  ob- 
Uined  of  die  Bank  of  New  York, 
pttTsoant  to  tbe  act,  entitled  *'  Ad 
act  making  proTitiioo  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  certain  debts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,"  passed  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  and  ninety-six  -  $320,000  00 
3d.  To  the  payment  of  part  of  a  loan 
obtained  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  pursaant  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  making  further  ap- 
propriations for  the  Military  and 
Naral  Establishments,  and  for  the 
support  of  GoTernment,"  passed 
on  the  third  day  of  Much,  one. 
thonsaad  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five  860^  00 

^h.  Tothepaymentofpartofaloan 
bad  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  pursuant  to  an  act.  entitled 
"  An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,"  passed  ondbe 
eighteenth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seveo  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-four   300,000  00 

6tb.  To  tbe  payment  of  premiums 
which  fell  due  in  the  present  year, 
on  the  loan  of  two  millions  of  guild- 
ers, obtained  in  Holland  on  tbe 
ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
aeven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  be- 
ing two  hnadred  thousand  gnild- 
ers,  estimated  at  forty  cents  per 

cnilder   80,000  00 

fich.  To  the  payment  of  the  iustal- 
meat  of  one  million  of  guilders  in 
Holland,  which  fell  due  the  presen  t 
year,  pursuant  to  a  contract,  dated 
Jane  tbe  elerenth,  one  thousand 


seven  hundred  and  eighty-two.  es- 
timated at  forty  cents  per  guilder  400, 


,000  00 


Anumnting,  in  tbe  whole^to  -  2,001,674  76 


Tbe  Secretary  has  not  yet  received  facial  in- 
formation that  the  iostalment  last  mentioned  has 
been  actually  discharged,  but  he  considen  the 
&ct  as  4^rtam,  as  it  is  known  that  sufficient  re- 
mittances had  reached  Amsterdam,  and  that 
the  Commissioners  had  engaged  that  the  reim- 
bnraemeat  should  be  efieeted  on  die  first  day  of 
September  last. 

The  payments  before  enumerated  have  been 
made  out  of  the  following  funds : 

lat.  Tbe  proceeds  of  six  hundred  and  twenty 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Baak  of  the 
United  States,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  sold,  in  pursuance  to  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  makmg  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  debts  of  the  United  States,"  the 
proceeds  of  which  have  been  placed  in  the  Trea- 
anry,  as  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  the  ac- 
ooancing  officers,  herewith  transmitted,  marked 
the  dates  and  partienlws  of  the  said 
 $304,260  00 


2d.  The  proceeds  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock, 
authorized  to  be  constituted  by  tbe 
act  before  mentioned,  which  have 
been  sold  and  placed  in  the  Trea- 
sury,  as  will  appear  tbe  pro- 
ceedings of  tbe  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  herewiw  trans- 
mitted, marked  C,  showing  the 
dates  and  particulars  of  the  said 
sales  $70,000  00 

3d.  The  interest  fund,  or  the  sums 
which  accrued  upon  the  stock  pur- 
chased and  vested  in  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in 
trust  for  tbe  United  States,  as  par- 
ticularly stated  in  the  documents 
hereto  annexed,  mnr^  D  -      -     89,159  57 

4th.  The  fund  arisiag  from  (he  pay- 
ment of  debts,  wbieb  originated 
]»-ior  to  the  nreseot  Constitution 
of  the  Uniteu  States,  also  particu- 
larly stated  inthedocumenUDark- 
ed  D  -      -      -      .    m      -      10,274  38 

5th.  The  funds  arising  from  estab- 
lished revenues,  and  appropriated 
for  the  reduction  of  tne  debts  of 
the  United  States,  being  for  the 
period,  and  in  reference  to  the  ob- 
jects, contained  in  this  report     -  1,537,980  81 


Making,  in  the  whole,  a  sum  equal 
to  the  reimbursements  before  men- 
tioned      _      -     -  _ 


2,001,674  76 


The  growing  produce  of  the  interest  funds,  the 
receipts  for  sales  of  lands  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  tc^ether  with  the  sums  reeeired  and 
expected  from  established  revenues,  are  estimated 
by  tbe'Seeretary  as  sufficient  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  two  instalments  of  loans  heretofore  ob- 
tained of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
will  fall  due  at  the  close  of  the  present  yeex, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  the  reimbursement  of  the  third  instalment  of 
the  six  per  cent,  stock,  bearing  a  present  inta-est ; 
a  statement  of  tbe  amount  and  application  of  the 
said  funds  will  be  exhibited  to  the  Board  with  the 
next  report. 

All  which  Is  most  respectfully  submitted,  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Secretary     the  Tretuury. 

Treasubt  Depabtuent,  Nov.  30, 1797. 


COLLECTION  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS 
AND  TONNAGE. 

rCommooiosted  to  die  Houss  of  Ilepresentatives,  Jan- 
uary M,  1798.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  House  of  Representatives : 

That,  in  obedience  to  their  resolution,  passed  on 
the  2d  day  of  February,  1797,  he  has  prepared  the 
system,  herewith  transmittedi  for  enabling  the 
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Q^kction  of  Dutiet  on  Importt  and  Tamagt. 


House  more  readily  to  comprise,  ia  one  act,  the 
various  laws  now  in  lorce  for  regulating  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchaD- 
flise,  imported  into  the  United  Stales ;  including, 
also,  a  plau  for  the  establishment  of  new  districts 
on  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  on  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  as  re- 
quired by  the  resoiutioQ  of  the  23d  of  May,  1796. 

The  proposed  system  includes  or  relates  to  the 
whole  or  some  part  of  the  foUowtng  «cts  of  Con- 
gress, viz : 

An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  c(d- 
lectioD  of  duties  imposed  by  law  on  good^  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  mto  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  passed  on 
the  4th  day  of  August,  1790. 

Ad  act  making  further  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  passed  on 
the  10th  of  August,  1790. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  unlading  of  ships  or 
vessels,  in  case  of  obstmction  by  ice,  passed  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1791. 

An  act  giviiLj  ejfi^t  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  ante  of  Vermont,  passed  on  the 
Sd  day  of  March,  1791. 

An  act  repealing,  after  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  the  duties  heretofne  laid  apoa  distilled 
spirits,  imported  from  abroad,  and  laying  o^eia 
in  their  stead ;  and,  also,  upon  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  for  apnoprtattag 
the  same,  passed  on  the  3d  March,  1791. 

An  act  relative  toi  the  rix  dolur  of  Denmark, 
passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  by  law  imposed  on  teas,  and  to 
prolong  the  term  for  the  payment  of  duties  on 
wines,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1791. 

An  act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,  pame^on  the 
16th  of  February,  1792. 

An  act  for  raisug  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned^  passed  on  the  2dof  May,  1793. 

Ad  act  concemmg  the  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
mthin  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  8th  day 
of  May,  1792. 

An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,  passed  on  the  9th  of  February,  1793. 

An  act  for  repealing  the  several  impost  laws  of 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  may  be  deemed 
to  impose  a  duty  on  useful  beasts  imported  for 
breed,  passed  on  the  27ih  of  February,  1793. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law.  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1793. 

An  act  for  extending  the  benefit  of  drawback 
and  terms  of  credit  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,  passed  on  the  4th  dajr  of  June,  1794. ' 

An  act  making  furtherprorisionforsecuringand 
eoUectii^  the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,  passed  on  the 
fith  day  of  June,  1794. 


An  act  laying  certain  duties  upon  snaflTand  re- 
fined sugar,  passed  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1791. 

An  act  laying  addttjonal  duties  on  goods,  waiei, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
passed  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1794. 
'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  in- 
posing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchaiuiise, 
unported  into  the  United  States,  pused  (m  the 
29tti  of  Janoary,  1795. 

An  act  making  farther  provisioa  in  eases  d 
drawbacks,  passed  on  the  3mh  of  January,  1795. 

An  act  relative  to  the  compeiisations  of  certaia 
officers  emptoyed  in  the  collection  of  the  dutiei  of 
impost  ana  tonnage,  passed  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1795. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  acL  entitled  «■ 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collectun 
of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mercluuidiie^ 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  od  the  tea- 
nage  of  ships  or  vessels,  passed  on  the  26th  of 
ruary,  179o. 

An  act  making  further  provisioa  relative  le 
the  revenue  cutters,  passed  on  the  6th  of  Hay, 

1796. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  cntilied  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  tne  collection  of  the  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares,  and  merehandise,  imjpMted 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ^ps 
or  vessels,  passed  on  the  27th  of  May,  1796. 

An  act  relative  to  the  compensations  and  duties 
of  certain  offices  employea  in  the  collectioB  of 
impost  and  tonnage,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1797. 

An  act  for  raising  a  further  sum  of  money  bv 
additional  duties  on  certain  articles  impoiteo, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  on  tbe  3d  of  March, 
1797. 

An  act  laying  additional  duty  on  salt  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpose^ 
passed  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1797. 

The  Secretary  observes,  that,  to  obviate  inco^ 
veoienees  which  have  be^  experienced,  he  hai 
taken  the  liberty  to  introduce  the  forms  «  oaths, 
and  of  certain  (wficial  documents  necessary  to  be 
known  or  observed  by  merchants,  consignees,  and 
masters  of  vessels,  and  which  it  appears  to  be  ex- 
pedient to  establish  by  law.  Certain  other  amend- 
ments or  additions  to  tbe  laws  now  in  force,  which 
have  appeared  to  be  advisable,  are  written  in  the 
italic  cbaracteFj  for  the  purpose  of  being  more 
readily  distinguished  and  particularly  considered 
by  the  House. 

That  part  of  the  resolution  of  February  2d,  1797, 
which  requires  tbe  Secretary  to  report  a  tariff  of 
duties,  is  in  the  course  of  execution,  and  will  be 
transmitted  as  soon  as  possible. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCX)TT, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeoMcry. 

Trbasort  Departkbut,  Jan.  24, 1798. 

[Note.  Tbe  plan  herein  proifosed  is  omitted 
in  this  compilation ;  being  tbe  same  as  the  act  of 
the  2d  March,  1799,  which  was  based  upon  this 
report.] 
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DUTIES  ON  SPIRITS. 

[Commanicatod  to  the  House  of  RepreMiitattTM,  Feb* 
nuij  14,  1798.] 

The  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  who  were  in- 
rtrocted  to  inquire  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary, in  the  aeTeial  acts  imposing  duties  on  spirits 
dtitUled  within  the  United  States,  so  &r  as  the  said 
ads  r^aid  die  entqr  of  aliUs,  havtDg  careAiUy  con- 
■idered  the  suliject,  submit  to  the  House  the  foUow- 
ng  lepoit: 

The  first  piovisiott  respecting  the  entries  of  this 
kind,  is  eoDtuned  in  the  36th  section  of  the  act  of 
March  Z.  1791,  for  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States ;  but  that  provision  went 
no  further  than  to  require  "  that  every  distiller, 
within  three  days  before  beginning  to  distill,  should 
make  a  particular  entry,  in  writing,  at  the  nearest 
office  of  inspection,  ifwiihia  ten  miles,  of  every 
house,  building,  or  place,  and  of  each  vault,  cellar, 
and  apartment,  within  the  same,  in  which  it  should 
be  intended  to  carry  on  the  business  of  distilling, 
or  to  keep  any  spirits  distilled and  this  entry 
was  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in  that 
year,  or  three  days  after,  by  persons  who  might 
be  distillers  at  that  period. 

The  business  remained  in  tbis  situation  no  long- 
er than  till  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  when  an  act  was. 
passed,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  duties  on 
•piriu  distilled  within  the  United  Sutes,"  the 
second  section  of  which  provides  that  there  shall 
be  an  c^lee  of  inspection  in  every  county,  at  which 
every  person  keeping  a  atitl  shaU  make  an  annual 
entry  of  it,  in  the  month  of  June,  and  every  per- 
son bringing  a  still  into  the  county,  shall  enter  it 
within  thirty  days.  This  entry,  besides  describ- 
ing each  still,  and  its  capacity,  is  to  specify  the 
place  where,  and  the  person  in  whose  possession 
It  is,  and  the  purpose,  whether  use  or  sale,  for 
which  it  is  intended.  Where  a  still  is  removed, 
the  entry  is  also  to  specify  the  place  from  whence 
it  is  brought. 

On  this  footing  the  matter  now  stands.  These 
annual  entries  are  said  to  be  complained  of  by  tbe 
owners  of  stills,  as  very  inconvenient }  more  es- 
pecially in  places  where  a  considoabla  number  of 
smalt  stilts  are  kept  by  the  owners  of  orchards, 
merely  for  the  purposeofdistillingtheirown  fruit, 
which  frequently  fails,  so  that  th«  stills  often  re- 
main unemployed  for  two  or  three  years  success- 
irely,  and  sometimes  longer. 

It  has  been  ascertained,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  committee,  that  inconveniences  of  this  kind 
are  felt  and  complained  of  in  many  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  to  remove  tbem  is  understood  to 
have  been  the  object  of  moving  the  resolution 
which  gives  rise  to  this  report.  The  committee 
were  of  opinion  that,  if  they  could  be  removed 
without  endangering  the  revenue,  it  was  detimble 
to  do  so. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  more  perfect  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  they  had  a  conference  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the  ob- 
ieet  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  act  of  May 


the  8th,  1792,  and  the  danger  to  the  revenue  that 
might  be  apprehended  from  such  alterations  as 
would  obviate  the  inconveniences  now  said  to  ex- 
ist. The  result  of  the  conference  was  a  decided 
opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  that  no  al- 
terationought  tohemadein  the  present  regulations. 
The  annual  entry  be  considers  as  very  import- 
ant, and  even  essential,  for  enabling  tbe  Treasury 
Department  to  keep  a  proper  check  and  control 
over  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  who,  being 
thus  obliged  to  furnish  a  regular  and  full  account 
of  the  stUls  in  their  respective  districts,  at  a  time 
when  tbe  money  arising  from  the  duties  has  not 

f'et  come  into  their  hands,  and  when,  consequent- 
y,  they  are  under  less  temptation  to  fraud,  may 
more  easily  be  deteelcd,  should  they  afterwarw 
attempt  to  praetise  it. 

Tbe  committee,  however,  with,  due  deference 
to  so  respectable  an  authority,  are  of  opinion,  that 
all  the  valuable  objects  of  tbis  regulation  may  be 
attained,  without  the  annual  renewal  of  entries.  By 
directing  that  every  still,  upon  being  brought  into  a 
county,  shall  be  entered,  and  that  this  entry  shall 
be  renewed  as  often  as  the  still  is  removed,  or  its 
situation  altered ;  and  by  requiring  that  these  dif- 
ferent entries  shall  state  all  such  circumstances 
respectioK  tbe  introduction,  situation,  or  removal 
of  the  stut,  as  may  be  judged  important  to  be 
known,  they  suppose  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment may  oe  fomlshed  with  all  tbe  information 
that  can  oe  obtained  by  tbe  present  mode,  while 
the  inconvenieDces  of  making  an  annual  entry 
may  be  avoided.  They,  therefore,  pursuant  to 
the  power  given  them  by  tbe  House,  herewith 
report  a  bill,  contaibing  such  alterations  of  the 
law,  in  tbis  respect,  as  they  have  deemed  it  advi- 
sable to  adopt. 


DUTIES  ON  STAMPS. 

[Conununkatod  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  Fd>> 
maiy  14, 1798.] 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tiona  may  ba  neeassaiy  in  the  law,  entitled  "  An  act 
laying  duties  on  stamped  TsUum,  parchment,  and 
paper,"  having  bestowed  a  fiuther  consideTation  on 
the  subject,  beg  leave  to>present  the  fellowing  ad£- 
tional  report : 

Three  amendments  to  the  act  in  question  have 
been  deemed  advisable  by  tbe  committee ;  the  first, 
relative  to  a  deduction  in  favor  of  persons  who 
may  purchase  stamps  to  a  ceruio  amount ;  the 
second,  respecting  the  price  of  the  paper  directed 
to  be  stamped  and  distributed  by  tbe  Treasury 
Department;  and  the  third,  relating  to  debentures 
and  certificates  for  drawbacks. 

The  first  of  these  amendments  was  suggested  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  letter  to  the 
committee,  which  is  annexed  to  their  former  report 
on  this  subject.  He  recommends  that  the  super- 
visors and  inspectors  of  tbe  revenue  be  author- 
ized to  make  a  deduction  of  t^n  per  cent  in  faTor 
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of  persons  who  might  purchase  stamps  to  the 
amountof  twenty  doflars  or  upwards;  and  this  pro- 
TisioD,  he  supposes,  would  produce  three  good 
effects:  First,  to  facilitate  the  distribution  of 
stamps,  by  encouraging  shop-keepers  and  traders,  in 
remote  |»rts  of  the  country,  to  purchase  them  for 
sale ;  secondly,  to  bring  the  revenue  morespeedily 
and  moredirectly  into  theTreasury,  br  encouraging 
the  purchase  of  stamps,  in  consideraole  quantities, 
from  the  supervisors  and  inspectors  immediately, 
instead  of  tfieir  being  purchased  one  or  two  at  a 
time,  as  they  may  ^  wanted  for  use,  from  the 
collectors,  or  their  agents;  and  thirdly,  to  render 
the  Bccounts  more  simple,  hy  diminishing  the 
asmber  (tf  agents  which  the  Treasury  Demrtmeni 
tasy  find  it  necessary  to  employ,  for  effecting  a 
sufficient  distribution  of  stamps. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prospect 
of  these  beneficial  effects,  from  the  measure  pro- 
tK>sed,  is  sufficiently  certain  to  warrant  its  adop- 
tion }  but  they  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make 
the  deduction  so  great  as  the  Secretary  has  recom- 
mended. A  less  sum  than  ten  per  cent,  would, 
in  their  opinion  give  sufficient  encouragement  to 
the  purchase  of  stamps  for  retail.  Seven  and  one- 
half  per  cent,  is  the  sum  which  they  have  consid- 
ered as  most  proper,  in  every  viewof  the  subject. 

It  has  app^red  to  them,  however,  that  the  al- 
lowance ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  It  will 
be  their  doty  to  distribute  snmps  on  account  of 
tfte  Government,  and  at  the  amount  of  the  duty 
imposed  by  law.  This  distribution  is  abaolntely 
necessary,  in  order  to  check  the  retailers,  who 
might,  oth«'wise,  make  a  monopoly  of  the  stamps 
in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  compel  the 
people  to  purchase  them  at  a  price  far  above  the 
duty  ;  and  it  would  be  liable  to  great  impedimrats, 
and  might,  in  many  instances,  he  wholly  defeated, 
if  the  persons  employed  in  it  were  allowed  to  be 
retailers,  at  the  same  time,  on  their  own  account. 

As  to  the  power  of  makine  this  deduction,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  ex- 
tend to  the  supervisors  and  inspectors,  and  no 
further.  To  extend  it  to  collectors,  who  are  very 
numerous,  and  must,  moreover,  be  em^oyed  in 
dtstriboting  stamps  on  account  of  the  Gkivem- 
ment,  would  expose  it  to  ereat  abuse :  and  lo  con- 
fine it  to  the  snperrisors  itlone,  would  render  it  al- 
most nugatory. 

And  they  are  further  6f  opinion,  that  the  deduc- 
tion should  be  extended  to  those  who  bring  paper 
to  be  stamped,  as  well  as  to  those  who  purchase 
paper  already  stamped.  This  will  encourage  per- 
sons, who,  in  the  course  of  their  business,  have 
frequent  occasion  for  stamps,  to  bring  blank  forms, 
and  get  them  stamped  ;  whereby,  m  addition  to 
the  general  advantages  expected  from  the  measure, 
there  will  be  a  saving  to  the  Government,  of  the 
expense  of  paper,  in  ease  the  ideas  of  the  commit- 
tee, on  the  second  head  of  amendments,  should  be 
adopted. 

As  to  this  second  head,  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  committee  apfdies  to  the  sixteenth  section 
of  the  act,  which  provides,  that  the  Treasury  De- 
partment shall  take  oare  that  the  several  putt  <^ 
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the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  suf- 
ficiently furnished  with  vellum,  parchment,  and 
[Aper,  stamped  or  marked  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the 
citizens  thereof  may  have  it  in  their  election  to 
buy  the  same  of  the  officers  or  persons  employed 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  this  act,  at  the  asual 
or  most  common  rates  above  the  said  duty,  or  to 
bring  their  own  vellum,  parchment,  (v  paper,  to  be 
marked  or  stamped  as  a^Toresaid." 

This  expression,  "  the  usual  or  most  common 
rates  above  the  said  duty,"  must  apply,  as  the  com- 
mittee conceives,  to  the  price  of  the  material  on 
which  the  stamp  is  placed ;  which  price,  of  conse- 
quence, the  Secretary  of  the  Trearary,  acemding 
to  the  constmcticm  of  the  act,  as  it  now  stan^ 
would  be  obliged  to  demand,  in  additioB  to  tbe 
duty,  from  the  individuals  purchasing  stamps. 
This  they  understand  (o  be  the  construction  pat  od 
it  by  the  Secretary  himself.  They  are,  however, 
of  opinion,  that  the  apportionment  of  this  priee 
will  be  attended  with  much  embarrassment  mi 
uncertainty ;  and  that,  as  the  price  of  paper,  and 
consequently  the  price  of  stamps,  must  constantly 
fluctuate,  its  exaction  may  ban  a  tendency  to 
render  tbe  operation  of  the  act  disaneeable  and 
inconvenient.  These  disadvantages,  tneysuppose, 
cannot  be  counterbalanced  by  the  mere  saving 
of  the  price  of  paper.  It  would  be  far  better,  in 
their  opinion,  to  consider  this  as  a  charge  agamst 
the  Government,  and  to  distribute  the  stamps  with- 
out any  addition  to  the  rate  of  duty. 

They  do  not,  however,  conceive  that  theamend- 
meot  in  question  ought  to  be  extended  to  other 
materials  besides  paper.  The  use  of  parebmort 
and  vellum,  in  stam^  will,  probably,  be  very  cir^ 
cumscribedj  and  persons  who  wish  to  use  it,  wilL 
for  the  most  part,  be  so  situated,  as  to  admit  of 
their  bringing  thdr  own  materials  to  be  stamped, 
without  inconvenience. 

Under  the  third  and  last  head,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  duty  imposed  by  the 
act  in  question,  on  debentures  and  certificates  of 
drawback,  appears  to  them  to  be  much  too  high, 
and  to  be  laid  in  such  a  manner  as  to  operate  very 
unequally.  All  debentures  or  certificates  for  sums 
under  five  hundred  dollars,  pay  one  dollar  on  the 
stamp ;  all  above  five  hundred,  and  under  two 
thousand  dollars,  pay  two  dollars;  and  all  above 
two  thousand,  pay  three  dollars.  By  the  paper  A, 
annexed  to  this  report,  and  containing  a  list  of  Ae 
debentures  granted  at  the  custom  house  of  Phtla- 
delpfaia,  within  a  very  short  period,  it  appears  that 
far  the  greatest  number  of  debentures  are  for  aoms 
under  wO  dollars,  and  that  a  very  great  proportion 
is  for  small  sums ;  many  being  for  five  doltaia,  and 
a  great  number  for  less  than  twenty.  To  exact  a 
duty  of  one  dollar  on  a  drawback  of  five  or  ten 
dollars,  and  to  demand,  at  the  same  time,  onlv 
three  dollars  for  a  person  who  receives  a  drawback 
of  three,  four,  or  five  thousand,  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  contrary  to  every  just  principle  of 
taxation. 

In  considering  of  the  best  manner  of  applying  a 
remedy  to  this  defect  in  the  law,  two  plans  have 
been  suggested :  First,  to  adopt  a  new  sieale  of 
stamps  fordebenttuvs ;  and  secondly,  to  aalliorin 
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the  collectors  to  retain  aa  amouat  per  ceaiuio,  on 
drawbacks,  Id  lieu  of  stamps. 

To  the  first,  it  is  objected,  that,  to  iocrease  the 
Qomber  of  statDps,  so  as  iu  any  considerable  de- 

Sree  to  equalize  the  duty,  would  greatly  increase 
le  expense  and  delay  of  carrying  the  act  into 
effect;  while,  after  all  that  eoold  be  done,  the  ob- 
ject would  be  bat  imperfectly  obtained.  For  these 
reasons,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  thai  the 
other  mode  is  to  be  preferred. 

By  the  papers  marked  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  which 
are  annexed  to  this  report,  and  the  three  first  of 
which  were  communicated  to  the  committee  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  two- 
fifths  per  centum,  in  addition  to  the  one  per  cent- 
am  now  retained  by  law,  would  probably  be 
equal,  or  very  nearly  so,  to  the  amount  of  duty  to 
be  ex|iected  from  tne  stam^  on  debentures  and 
certificates  of  drawback.  The  tax,  in  this  way, 
would  be  perfectly  equal  in  its  operation,  and 
would  be  collected  witn  the  utmost  ease  and  ex- 
actness; in  addition  to  which  advantages,  this 
regulation  would  free  the  merchants  from  the 
embarrassment  and  ineonrenienee  of  procuring 
stamp^  and  the  GoTenuaent  from  the  expense  oT 
providing  them. 

In  conformity  with  these  views  of  the  subject 
ic&ned  to  them,  and  pursaant  to  the  powers  given 
bjr  the  reaoluiion  which  makes  the  re^eace,  tbe 
committee  herewith  present  a  IhU  oootaining  the 
amendments  recommended  in  this  report. 

fTbe  statements  referred  to  are  omitted.] 


INTERNAL  REVENUES. 


[CMununicaled  to  tiie  Honse  <tf  Representalivea^ 
Febnury  S8, 1798.] 

TaBABCKT  Department, 

February  21, 1798. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  hon(»  to  transmit,  herewith, 
mudry  documents  prepared  hy  the  late  Commis- 
turner  of  the  BeTenue,  to  satisfy  tbe  resolotion 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  passed  on  the 
6th  of  January,  1797.  by  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  required  "  to  lay  before  Congress, 
vithin  ten  aays  after  the  commencement  of  each 
scsNOO,  such  a  statementof  the  internal  revenues 
aa  will  ascertain,  with  precision,  the  nett  product 
tiiereof,  and  tbe  expense  of  collection ;  also,  a  list 
of  all  the  officers  employed  in  that  service,  and 
the  compensations  allowed  to  each  of  them." 
^  These  papers  were  received  by  me,  within  the 
time  limited  by  the  resolution  of  tbe  House,  and 
if  I  had  been  satisfied  that  tbe  representations 
therein  contained  were  accurate,  they  would  have 
been  immediately  transmitted.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  an  intimation  which  I  have  received, 
that  the  motives  which  occasioned  tbe  delay  may 
not  otherwise  be  miderstood,  I  hare,  on  refteettoD, 
nppoaed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  the  eommu- 
nieuioD  at  this  tim^  thonsfa  in  an  imperfect 
kntf  and  to  awl  myself  of  me  oecanon,  through 


you,  to  assure  the  House  of  Representatives  that, 
though  it  has  not  always  been  in  my  power 
punctually  to  execute  their  instructions,  the  omis- 
sion has  never  been  owing  to  any  want  of  exer- 
tion, or  perfect  deference  for  their  authority.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  reqwetfuUy,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
The  Honwable  tbe  SpBAKsa 

TaBAaDBY  Department, 
Revenue  Office^  November^,  1797. 
SiB :  The  present  sesrion  of  Cmigress  haring 
commenced  on  the  twenty-second  instant,  I  have 
availed  myself  of  the  time  which  that  circum- 
stance afforde^  to  receive  and  procure  additions 
of  authentic  information,  which  could  be  intro- 
dueed  into  the  following  report,  with  the  neeess»< 
ry  certainty.  It  is  now  transmitted  to  you,  in  a 
form  as  perfect  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to 
^ve  to  it  I  have  the  most  particular  satisfaction 
10  remarking,  that  the  ag^fmate  of  the  revenues 
under  the  superintendence  ot  this  office  consider- 
ably exceeds  ttie  sum  in  the  report  and  estimate 
of  1796,  and  that  held  onl  by  mv  communicattoa* 
to  yon  at  the  eommaieemcBt  of  the  late  extraor* 
dinary session  of  the  Legislatare.  1  am,  txtyjom 
most  obedient  scrrant 

TENCH  COXB, 
Coamimiomr     tkt  Renmue. 

The  Sbcrbtabt  of  the  Treabcrt. 


Treasury  Department, 
Revenue  Office,  November  29, 1797. 

A  Report  concerning  the  rovennes  arising  from  stills 
and  Bpirits  distilled  in  the  United  States;  sales  at 
suction,  mills  and  machineiy  Sot  Maanfiwtnring 
BDufl^  domestic  refined  sugar,  carriages  for  the  eoo- 
veyance  of  persons,  and  licenses  to  rstsil  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  spirits. 

A  circular  instruction  was  transmitted  to  the 
supervisors  of  the  rerenne,  immediately  on  tb» 
receipt  of  the  oriter  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  sixth  day  of  January  last.  The  at- 
tention of  those  officers,  respectively,  was  direct^ 
ed  to  the  materials  for  a  statement  extending  to 
the  several  details  of  that  order,  and  they  were 
made  acquainted  with  the  future  annual  duty  of 
the  like  nature,  which  it  created.  Copies  of  this 
iostruction  were  also  transmitted  for  all  the  in- 
spectors of  surveys  in  tbe  several  districts,  the 
next  class  of  officers,  as  is  the  practice  in  import- 
ant cases.  On  the  rising^  of  tbe  Le^dature,  a 
second  notice  was  given  in  another  circular  let- 
ter. The  last  commuaication  was  unnecessary 
in  some  of  the  districts,  but  it  was  indispensable 
in  a  few,  and  was  expressed^  for  that  reason,  in 
very  serious  terms.  Special  communications 
were  snbseqnently  mate,  and  partienlariy  in  one 
insuoee,  at  the  tune  when  the  President  issued 
bis  proclamation  of  Itfamh  last,  conTening  dM 
Legisluare,  in  as  eztraordiHiy  session. 
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,  It  waa  coDceived,  in  this  office,  that,  in  the  res- 
olution of  the  6th  day  of  January  last,  the  House 
of  Rei}resentatives  cODtemplated  only  the  ordina- 
ry sessions  of  Congress.  Yet  the  early  date  of 
that  order,  the  exertions  which  had  been  previous- 
ly made  by  a  great  part  of  the  revenue  officers, 
and  very  urgent  and  serious  applications  to  some, 
who  had  been  unpunctual  and  irregular,  had  pos- 
sessed the  Commissioner  of  a  large  proportion  of 
materials  for  a  general  statement,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  extraordinary  session  of  the 
Le^lature,  on  the  15th  of  last  May.  These  ma- 
terials affording  suflBcieni  certainty  as  far  as  ^ey 
vent,  though  in  one  or  two  instances  rery  irreg- 
ularly, it  appeared  proper  to  digest  them  into  a  re- 
port, which  it  was  endeavored  to  render  as  cem- 
l^ete,  as  circumstances  admitted,  within  ten  days 
of  the  first  meeting  of  Congress,  that  the  docu- 
ments might  not  be  delaved,  if  occasion  should 
require  them,  and  particularly  if  they  should  ap- 
pear to  be  expected  within  the  lime  prescribed  by 
the  order  of  the  House.  As  kood  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  annual  reports  were  not  expected 
hut  at  the  ordinary  sessions,  occasion  was  taken 
to  renew  the  applications  for  all  the  deficient  re- 
turns, by  a  third  circular  letter  to  the  supervisors, 
of  the  27th  of  May,  an  extract  from  which  is  an- 
nexed. The  substance  of  all  the  documents 
prepared  at  the  last  session,  with  additional  mate- 
rials received  linoe,  is  contained  in  this  report. 
It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  muck  the  greater  jnrt 
of  the  amounts  of  revenue  in  the  accompanying 
statements,  I.  to  VIII.  are  abstracted  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  supervisors,  and  nearly  all  the  re- 
mainder are  founded  upon  the  official  returns  of 
the  inspectors  and  collectors.  The  sources  of  in- 
formation are  equally  certain,  but  the  returns  of 
the  supervisors  alone  are  regular  in  the  Treasury 
settlements.  The  small  part,  which  is  in  any 
wise  irregular,  is  pBrticularly  pointed  out.  No 
use,  whatever,  has  oeen  made  of  estimates  of  the 
gross  product  of  the  revenues,  inserted  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  statements  I.  to  VIII.  which  are  now 
transmitted. 

In  the  last  report  concerning  the  internal  reve- 
nues from  this  office,  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1796, 
to  the  House  of  Representalires,  the  statement  of 
the  tax  upon  spirits  and  stiUs^'of  the  3d  of  that 
month,  was  made  up  for  the  year  ending  with 
June,  1795 ;  because,  those  for  the  other  five  in- 
ternal taxes,  which  were  originated  in  the  year 
1794,  were  confined,  by  necessity,  to  the  year  end- 
ing with  September,  1795,  that  being  the  only 
complete  year  of  these  last  five,  whicn  had  then 
elapsed.  The  gross  amount  of  all  those  six  reve- 
nues, as  appears  in  the  17th  and  18th  columns  of 
the  general  statement  K.  at  the  end  of  that  report, 
was  628.481  dollars  and  thirty-one  and  a  half 
cents,  including  the  estimated  sums.  It  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Legislature  to  know  that  the 
supervisors'  returns,  with  a  few,  as  authentic, 
from  in«peeton  and  collectors,  relative  to  that 
year,  heretofore  received  or  exnilnied,  hare  not 
only  confirmed  the  full  amount  of  the  groas  reve- 
nue, but  bare  eatabliahed  it  at  $3ft^  dollara  and 


thirty-three  cents.  To  elucidate  this,  a  summary 
statement  is  hereto  subjoined.  In  addition  to 
this  excess,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the 
United  States,  having  now  the  assietance  of  a  law 
officer  in  Kentucky,  a  further  part  of  the  sum  n* 
pected  from  thence,  will  yet  be  received.  A  r^ 
turn  from  one  valuable  division,  for  both  yean, 
and  some  supplements  of  less  importance  in  tlie 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  are,  likewise,  yet  to  be 
obtained.  This  retrospect,  by  furnishing  a  moie 
complete  view  of  a  former  year,  afibids  an  <^ 
portanity  of  the  comparixon  with  the  year  now 
to  be  returned,  and  tends  to  exhibit  the  eoonc 
which  these  revmues  bare  now  generally,  thon^ 
not  universally,  taken.  It  is  a  matterof  tbe  most 
cordial  satisfaction,  that  time  has  confirmed  tbe 
aggregate  sum,  which  was  represented,  by  Uk  latt 
return  of  this  office,  as  likely  to  arise  from  tbett 
taxes  in  1794—5:  for  the  public  resources  ate  M 
a  subject  on  which  to  raise  expectations,  even  in- 
nocently erroneous.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to 
observe  that  there  is,  in  some  places,  too  mnch 
jeason  to  affirm,  that  the  public  service  was  not 
well  performed  in  that  jrear.  This  conrictioii  baa 
led  to  the  proper  exertions  for  discoreiing  M- 
ciencies  and  collecting  arrears. 

T^e retwnu compri§edinthi»  report  are, 
No.  ].  Of  the  domestic  spirit  and  still  tax,  for 

tbe  year  ending  with  June,  1796. 
No.  2.  Of  the  auction  tax  for  tbe  year  eniin| 

with  September,  1796. 
No.  3.  Of  the  snuff  mill  tar,  for  the  yearlait 

mentioned. 

No.  4.  Of  the  refined  sugar  tax,  for  tbe  one 
year. 

No.  5.  Of  the  carriage  lax,  for  the  same  year.  | 

No.  6.  Of  the  tax  upon  licenses  to  retail  wine  j 
and  foreign  distilled  spirits,  for  the  same  year. 

No.  7.  Being  a  collection  of  the  respectire 
amounts  of  the  foregoing  returns,  in  a  geoenl 
statement  of  those  six  revenues. 

No.  8.  A  list  of  the  revenueofficers,  withtfaeii 
compensations,  so  far  as  the  materiaU  are  pi* 
sessed  at  the  Treasury. 

No.  9.  Being  a  summary  re-statement  <tf 
gross  revenues,  previoDsly  exhibited,  in  paper  K. 
of  the  report,  transmitted  in  March,  1796,  so  fa 
as  then  ascertained.  , 

The  gfoss  revenue  from  spirits  distilled  in  tv 
United  States,  from  domeatic  materials,  and  from 
stills,  for  the  year  ending  with  30th  June,  1796. 
agreeably  to  statement  I,  in  this  report,  is  890,- 
838  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents,  exclusively  of 
the  further  snms  yet  to  be  received,  which  are 
principally  from  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  Ur^ 
mains  to  be  mauifested,  what  will  be  the  efi'ect« 
law  assistance  in  the  Kentucky  survey  of  the  fb^ 
mer  district;  but  it  has  been  confidently  eqieei-  i 
ed  that  it  would  produce  material  con  seqneoeei, 
not  only  upon  the  revenue  of  the  year  now  cw* 
rent,  but  in  regard  to  the  arrears  due,  for  tbe  two 
preceding,  to  which  this  report  and  that  of  libic^ 
1796,  respectively  reUte.  In  consequence  of  »k 
reaignation  of  the  late  Supervisor  of  Ohio^  a  iK* 
ofl^MT  waa  appointed,  who  <Hily  received  bk  eon* 
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missioD  in  July  last.  Since  that  date,  time  suffi- 
cient to  obtaio  reiuros,  or  oertaia  information  from 
him.  has  not  yet  elapsed.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  the  proper  exertions  are  making  hy  that  offi- 
cer. In  the  fourth  oi  western  survey  of  Pennsyl- 
TSDia,  the  inspector  with  his  eoilecton  hare  ascer- 
tained a  gross  reTeone,  for  each  of  two  years,  su- 
perior to  the  estiiuates  which  have  been  hst  made. 
But,  though  a  considerable  amotut  of  duty  has 
been  also  ascertaiped  in  other  surveys  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  lai^e  sums  of  money  have  been  paid,* 
yet  there  have  been  great  deficiencies  of  regularity, 
ponetuaUty,  and  exertion,  even  in  the  current 
year.  A  course  of  very  strict  and  particular  at- 
tention has  beeu  applied  from  this  office,  to  effect 
the  necessary  amenJinent  in  the  exceptionable 
points.  Measures  of  a  nature  so  serious  as  to  in- 
sure much  of  that  amendment,  have  been  already 
adopted,  and,  however  painful,  will  be  steadfastly 
pursued  till  the  object  shall  be  accomplished.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  just  and  proper  to  observe,  that  a 
part  of  the  evils  which  have  occurred  are  to  be 
ascribed,  in  some  measure,  to  the  late  or  present 
state  of  the  laws,  and  to  other  causes  not  under 
ike  ctmtrol  of  the  revenue  officers.  The  removals 
of  delinquent  collectors,  suits  against  some,  and  a 
DOmber  of  penalties  for  which  proceedings  have 
been  terminated  or  instituted,  nave  already  had 
some  effect  in  la^iiiff  the  foundation  of  a  Setter 
execution,  and  in  in&mnifying  the  United  States 
for  loss  of  revenue. 

The  precariousness  and  excessive  price  of  fruit, 
the  continued  high  prices  of  grain,  and  the  vast 
importatiuns  of  wines,  of  foreign  distilled  spirits, 
and  of  beer,  are  very  material  to  a  just  estimation 
of  this  part  of  the  revenue  serrlce.  They  are  ne- 
cessary to  a  well  informed  judgment  upon  the 
due  productivenes-s  of  the  internal  spirit  tax,  and 
they  tend  to  show  the  payers  of  the  excise  the 
great  contributions  of  tne  domestic  consumers  of 
wreign  liquors.  Authentic  notes  of  them  are, 
iherefore,  given.t  it  will  be  remembered^  how- 
ever, that  there  are  eoasideraUe  exportations  of 
those  commodities,  with  the  benefit  to  drawback 
of  all  the  duty  but  one  per  centum. 

The  importation  of  molasses  is,  also,  of  eonstd- 
erable  importance  to  an  accurate  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, being  the  sole  rawmaterial  used  by  manygreat 
distillers.  The  insular  and  continental  sugar  col- 
onies, which  do  not  manufacture  this  article  into 

*  The  Superrisor  of  Peniuytvania  has  paid  over  to 
the  Treatnry,  within  one  year  preceding  die  d^  of 
Ihia  report,  $88,479  and  10  cfcnts,  ariBing  from  all  the 
rix  rerennes.  The  fluthar  sum  of  $6,000  is  held  ready 
fcr  public  draughts,  making  in  all  $93,479  10. 

f  The  importatioiis  in  1795,  were— 
1-  Offorogn  distUledapirita,  5,S04,80S  giilloiu,  pay- 

u^adu^of         -  -(1,496,318  Sfl 

>•  Of  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  364,499  gsl- 

ktti^  duty   '  S9,870  S6 

<•  Of  wines,  payuig  by  the  gallon, 

S,71S,807  gaUoas,  duly  -    flSS.8M  98 

4*  Of  wioee,  payii^  by  nloe  499,SA9 
doUan  and  49  eent^  P^ing  a  dnl^ 
at  40  p«  coitam  -  -    MM,9M  10 


distilled  spirits,  belonging  to  belligerent  Powers, 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  almost  the 
only  purchasers  that  can  offer  for  it.  Hence  the 
quantity  of  molasses  was  increased  in  1795,  and 
the  interference  of  spirits  distilled  in  the  United 
States,  from  that  commodity,  with  spirits  distilled 
from  domestic  materials,  has  been  proportionally 
increased.* 

1.  The  gross  revenue  arising  from  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  foreign  materials  was,  in  the  year  end- 
ing with  June,  1795,  hy  the  returns  heretofore  re- 
ceived, $145;^  54.  For  the  followiaa  year, 
ending  with  June,  1796,  which  is  now  firbt  re- 
turned, it  proves  to  be  $227,346  22.  This  aug- 
mentation appears  to  be  principally  owing  to  the 
increased  importation  oi  molasses,  which  has 
been  already  noticed.  It  is  probable,  too.  that  the 
very  large  importations  of  brown  suffer,!  and  the 
near  approach  of  (he  prices  of  mcuasses  and  of 
that  article,  may  have  oceasioDed  a  proportion 
molasses  greater  than  common  to  be  used  in  dis- 
tillation. 

The  drawbacks  of  the  domestic  spirit  tax,  are 
beliered  to  relate,  as  well  to  exportations  in  the 
preceding  year,  as  to  those  in  1795-^.  By  the 
postponements  of  drawback  settlements,  which 
regularly  took  place  under  the  laws  prior  to  Jan- 
uary, 1795,  they  were  always  delayed  until  the 
return  of  the  certificate  of  landing  abroad ;  and 
the  drawbacks  after  March,  1795,  were  settled  by 
certificates  of  debenture,  at  the  moment  of  export- 
ation, under  the  act  of  January,  1795.  Hence  the 
allowances  of  two  years  were  brought,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  into  the  returns  of  one. 

2.  The  tax  upon  sales  at  auction,  for  the  first 
year  of  that  revenue,  endiiig  with  September, 
1795,  was  !^,285  and  one-lourth  of  a  cent,  as 
now  appears  from  all  the  supervisors'  returns  re- 
ceived at  this  time.  No  part  of  that  sum  is 
grounded  upon  estimate.  Tne  retoras  of  the  su- 
pervisors, for  the  second -year  of  that  tax,  now  so 
be  reported,  amount  to  $43,169  49.  A  single 
quarter  of  Massachusetts  is  not  upon  regular  ab- 
street,  but  upon  an  informal  statement,  which  u 
defective  in  regard  to  one  survey,  the  inspector 
not  having  made  a  return.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  this  tax'has  increased,  and  in  a  majority  of 
the  districts.  The  largest  proportion  of  augment- 
ation occurs  in  Pennsylvania.  The  fluctuations 
of  commerce,  it  is  believed,  but  perhaps  some 
other  causes,  have  diminished  the  auction  tax  in 
two  of  the  districts.  The  business  of  both  of  these 
have  been  made  objects  of  revisory  scrutinies. 
Measures  of  that  nature  have,  heretoforej)roduced 
additions  to  the  amount  of  revenue.  There  are 
yet  also  to  he  received  several  quarterly  returns 
from  some  of  the  least  productive  districts. 

3.  The  tax  upon  mills  and  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  oT  snuff,  is  placed,  by  the  suspend-' 
ing  act  of  Jiuie  1st,  1796,  in  such  a  situation  as  to 

*  The  importation  of  molasses  in  179S,was4,S87,96S 
gaUdbs,  paying  a  du^  of  $127,770  86.  In  1794,  it 
was  8,476,906  gallons. 

j- 69,607,738  pounds  ofbiown  sugar  wars  impwted 
in  tha  year  1796. 
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rtoder  ii  \n%  prodoetire  of  grot*  rerenne  for  the 
year  eodincr  with  Beptember,  1796,  than  it  would 
otherwiM  bare  beco,  because  eotrie»,  aft«r  that 
day,  c«a»ej  to  be  rrouired.  A  reioro,  exbibittog 
all  that  ba»  occurred  noder  this  bead  of  rereone, 
will  be  found  in  Ibis  report.  The  apparent 
Mnouot  of  that  lax,  for  the  year  ending  wiia  Sep- 
tember, 1796,  i*$17,l^  80,  which  is  the  whole 
mm  that  U  beeaow  regular  to  seeore  by  bond. 
Bat,  as  the  duty  was  suspended  four  months  be- 
fore tb«  retunwd  year  expired,  a  proportionate 
dtduetwn  from  the  daiy  coniUDcd  lo  the  return, 
has  bwa  Ihoagbt  to  require  eooMderatioo,  though 
then  has  not  yet  been  made  any  Iwlslative  pro- 
risioD  to  that  end.  Noihins  has  yet  been  allowed 
under  the  teeond  section  ofthe  act  of  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1797,  nor  bare  there  been  more  than 
two  applications  for  the  relief  it  provides. 

There  is,  also,  a  small  sum  of  duty  oo  snuff 
manufactured  in  1794-'95,  which  was  not  de- 
maadable  until  the  time  of  removal  in  1795-*96. 

4.  The  tax  upon  su^ar  refined  in  the  United 
Btates,  has  increased  m  every  district  wherein 
the  manufacture  is  established,  but  most  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  It  was  only  043,742  10, 
in  the  year  ending  with  September  1795,  but  re- 
tarni  of  the  supervisors,  to  the  amount  of  $63,752 
30,  have  been  rendered  for  the  year  ending  with 
Septambtr,  1796.  It  may  be  useAil  to  state  that 
thfl  importation  of  foreii{n  loaf  sugar  amounted,  in 
the  year  1795,  to  no  more  than  43,233  pounds,  and 
of  foreiffn  lump  sugar,  in  the  same  year,  it  was 
only  405  pounds,  yielding,  together,  a  duty  of 
•3,U1N  61.  The  drawbacks  allowed  upon  domes- 
ito  refined  sugar,  during  a  year,  ending  with  Sep- 
tember, 1790,  appear  lo  be  $33,160  69,  a  consid- 
trabli  part  of  which  is  conceived  to  be  lor  ex- 
porlnllons  made  in  the  preceding  year.  From 
the  mode  then  pursued  in  that  operation,  at  the 
oustom-housee,  the  drawback  of  the  domestic 
refined  sugar  lax  did  not  appear  in  the  Treas- 
ury setilementa  prior  to  February.  1796,  to  any 
greater  amount  tnan  $176  10,  for  tne  year  ending 
with  September,  1795.  It  is  certain,  therefore, 
that  the  drawbacks  allowed  in  the  year  ending 
with  Sttptember,  1796,  as  now  stated,  must  have 
relation  to  both  yean.  The  at^ustmeni,  by  a 
fwtifloate  of  debenture,  wai  adopted  in  April, 
1795.  The  estimate  of  this  ux,  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatires,  in  1794, 
was  only  950,000.  If  tba  drawbacks  be  averaged 
vpon  'he  two  year^  there  will  appear,  for  1795-%6i. 
a  larger  amount  of  revenue  tnan  was  expected 
by  thai  committee. 

5.  The  lax  upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons,  for  the  first  year  of  that  revenue,  end- 
ing with  September,  1795.  has  been  established  at 
9^87!!  67,  by  return*  actually  received.  No 
part  of  this  sum  depends  upon  estimate.  But  the 
raturns  tif  the  supervisors  for  the  second  year  of 
that  tax,  which  is  at  the  same  rates  of  duty  as  the 
Itat,  do  not  y*l  exceed,  $40,876.  A  dcfiucatiou, 
tbertfor*.  of  nearly  aevan  pn-  eent.  from*  the 
auunai  (Mf  the  first  year^revanne^  appears  at  pre*- 
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Peoosylvania.  Debware.  New  JCTsey.  and  New 
York— that  is,  in  the  Middle  Slates;  iboogk 
Geoigia  has  fallen  off  the  must  in  proportion. 
Symptoms  hare  occurred,  in  several  qoarters,  of 
effects  from  this  doty,  of  the  nature  of  those  pro- 
duced by  sumptuary  taxes,  which  may  assist  in 
aecooDtiog  for  the  difference.  It  is  feared,  how- 
ever, that  the  collection  was,  in  some  [daees^  de- 
fective. If  is  possible  that  the  measures  wbidi 
have  been  taken  lo  procure  smne  additi«inl  m- 
turns,  wiU  prodaee  infomiation  of  more  rereane, 
as  was  the  ease  in  r^ard  to  the  preceding  year. 
This,  it  is  understood,  will  be  the  ease  in  the  first 
snrvpy  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  inspector's  sup- 
plementary return  has  not  yet  been  rendered  to 
the  supervisor.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  ai 
the  reium  of  March,  1796,  tbe  delay  of  the  judi- 
ciary decision  upon  the  carriage  tax  was  expect- 
ed to  diminish  tnat  revenue  for  the  year  now  re- 
turned ;  and,  althoogh  contrary  to  that  expecta- 
tion, the  produce  of  the  tax  is  greater  in  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
it  is  not  so  in  Maryland,  in  part  of  which  the  Con- 
stitutional question  is  understood  to  have  excited 
some  attention.  In  that  district,  there  was  » 
change  of  supervisor,  a  circumstance  which  al- 
ways subjects  the  new  officer  to  material  disad- 
vantage  for  a  time.  Four  quarterly  returns  of 
this  tax.are  yet  to  be  received  from  Ohio,  and  one 
from  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina.  These  two 
last  will  probably  be  small,  and  those  from  Ohio 
not  coosidemUe. 

6.  The  tax  upon  licenses  to  retail  wines  and 
foreign  distilled  spirits,  is  greater  in  its  prodoet 
than  in  the  former  vear  ending  with  September, 
1705.  It  was,  for  that  year,  $58,683  83,  but  is 
augmented,  by  returns  receiv^  at  present,  to 
$63,463  68,  for  the  year  ending  with  Septemb^ 
1796.  No  district  would  appear  to  have  tallen  of 
materially,  if  a  proportionate  estimate  were  to  be 
added  for  North  Carolina,  from  which  one  quar- 
terly return  is  yet  to  be  received.  The  increase 
is  divided  among  several  dbtricts.  The  Sutes 
which  yield  tbe  least  of  this  revenue,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  i^pulatioD,  will  be  obsnred  to  be 
those  which,  distilling  eoasidcnbly  from  Inm  and 
grain,  eontrioute  most  largely  to  the  reveone  from 
spirits,  and  have,  at  tbe  same  time,  many  countia 
so  situated  as  not  to  be  yet  capable  of  obtaining 
foreign  sfurits  by  water  carriage.  The  mannfse- 
tory  of  malt  liquora  being  the  most  exteostve  in 
some  of  those  States,  must  also  contribute  tbeie, 
to  keep  down  the  product  of  this  tax.  A  quar- 
terly abstract  is  also  wanting  from  Tennessee,  and 
four  are  deficient  from  Ohio.  Irrc^lar  infonna- 
tion,  of  additional  nvenue  from  ttus  source,  in  the 
first  survey  of  Pennsylvania,  amoonting  to  $760, 
has  also  been  received. 

7.  Thegrossamountofall  those  revenues  which 
have  been  noticed  oada*  tbe  six  preceding  heads^ 
for  tbe  years  1794-*9&  has  been  raised  io«536^ 
^  excluding  estimates  and  tbe  sums  yet  expiset 
ed  from  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  The  mm 
amoont  of  tbe  same  revcnus  At  tbe  year  ITtfr- 
>96.  consideiably  exeecds  that  of  the  year  last  le- 
pocied.  being  $M7.0G5  70l  Ta  tUs  wfll  ahn  be 
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added  the  mooeys  yet  to  be  reeeired  for  some  of 
those  taxes  from  both  surreys  of  Ohio,  from  four 
diWstoaii  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  surreys  of 
PeDnsylrania,  from  three  di  visions  of  New  Jersey, 
from  one  survey  of  Massachusetts,  from  Tenaes- 
see  and  from  North  Carolina. 

The  contingeDt  expenses  of  stationery^  mark- 
ing instmmeDts,  advertisements,  and  notifications, 
certain  copi»  of,  and  extracts  from,  the  laws,  and 

Sntages  of  letters  and  packets,  are  grounded  upon 
stinet  supervisors'  returos  from  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  Maryland,  Virnnia,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Tennessee.  Vox  North  Carolina, 
they  are  taken  at  a  medium  of  the  two  last  years, 
which  are  returned,  because  the  itupervtsor  has 
made  his  report  for  1795-'97.  For  Vermont,  they 
are  estimated,  being  so  blended  with  other  tMogs 
in  the  snperrisor's  return,  as  not  to  be  capable  of 
distinct  exhibition.  For  Ma-tsachusetts,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware, 
they  are  upon  estimate.  From  Ohio,  there  is  so 
littfe  information  of  the  revenue  arising,  that  a 
statement  of  the  expenses  cannot  be  made,  the 
commissions  being  all  at  fixed  rates  per  centum 
on  the  moneys  actually  collected.  For  Rhode 
Island  district,  they  are  olMaiaed  from  the  super- 
riior's  accounts  current. 

The  postages  of  packets  and  letters,  among  the 
rerenue  officers  in  tbe  districts,  form  a  very  con- 
siderable part  of  the  ccmtingent  expenses.  Of  the 
amount  of  that  charge,  the  United  States  are  ul- 
timately the  receivers,  through  the  medium  of  the 
post  office,  excepiingthe  allowances  to  the  officers 
of  that  department. 

The  present  superrisors  of  sereral  of  the  dis- 
tricts came  into  office  so  recently  as  to  subject 
them,  respectirely,  to  material  inconveniences 
and  impediments.  The  same  obserration  may  be 
appliei  to  sereral  of  the  inspectors  of  surreys. 

8.  The  list  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  ex- 
hibits, in  most  instances,  the  names  of  those  per- 
sons who  were  employed  in  this  branch  of  the 

giblic  service  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1796. 
rom  a  part  of  the  districts,  the  returns  are  for 
Jane,  1797.   The  names  are  taken  from  reports 
tbe  snpetTisors,  except  in  the  case  of  Ohio, 
whose  collectors*  names  are  obtained  from  other 
official  documents. 

The  compensations  of  the  officers  are  taken 
from  the  reports  of  tbe  supervisors,  so  far  as  they 
have  rendered  them,  excepting  a  few  instances,  as 

gonnded  on  estimate.  The  superrisor  of  South 
arolina  has  reported  the  salaries  and  tbe  rates 
only  of  the  commissions  for  collecting,  and  other 
compensations  for  specific  services.  He  has 
omitted  tbe  total  amount  of  each  officer's  compen- 
sation, that  is,  the  value  of  the  supervisorship,  in- 
spectorship, and  coUectorships^espectively,  which, 
it  is  coBcetved,  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
in  contemplation.  The  superrisors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio  hare  not  nude  any  return  what- 
ever of  the  officers'  compensations,  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear that  either  €i  the  inspectors  of  the  former 
district  have  made  a  report  upon  that  subject  to 
hito. 
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rC«nn»micated  to  the  House  of  Representativest  Anil 
18, 1798.} 

The  Secretary  of  the  Tresiury,  ia  obedience  to  two  le- 
sfdo^ns  MTtbe  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on 
the  28th  of  November  and  11th  of  December,  1707, 
re&rrin;  to  hts  consideration  tbe  memorials  of  Jona- 
than Jackson,  Supervisor  of  the  Revenue  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachoeetts,  and  Abel  Whitney,  Collector 
of  the  revenue  in  tbe  I4th  division  of  the  second  aor- 
vey,  in  the  same  district,  reflpectfully  submits  tbe 
following  report: 

The  memorUtlists  reiwesent  that  the  compensa- 
tions now  allowed  to  them,  under  the  acts  of  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  are  incompetent; 
and  they  sererally  pray  that  provision  for  a  suita- 
ble augmentation  may  be  made  by  Congress. 

The  Secretary  has  investigated  the  pretensions 
of  tbe  memorialists,  and  finds  them  to  be  highly 
meritorious;  but  be  is  unable  to  discover  any 
principle  by  which  they  can,  consistently  witn 
public  policy,  be  diserimmated  from  the  claims  of 
other  officers  of  the  rerenue.  Believing,  however, 
that  a  rerision  of  the  compeikst^tions  genoally  is 
expedient,  he  respectfully  submits  a  succinct  view 
ofexistine  arrangements,  respecting  the  internal 
rerenue,  the  funds  allowed  by  law  for  defraying 
tbe  expenses  of  collectiun,  and  tbe  4>rinc)ples  by 
which  compensations  hare  been  regukted  in  the 
acts  of  the  President, 

T  e  sereral  classes  of  officers  for  collection  the 
internal  revenues  of  the  United  States  have  been 
denominated  superrisors  of  the  revenue,  inspect- 
ors of  surreys,  collectors  of  divisions,  and  auxiliary 
officers. 

The  districts  of  the  superrisors  are  co-exiensire 
with  the  sereral  States,  except  that  the  North- 
western Territory  and  the  State  of  Kentucky 
constitute  one  revenue  district,  by  tbe  name  of 
Ohio  district.  The  districts  of  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  DelawarCj  Tennessee,  and  Georgia, 
have  not  been  divided  into  surreys  of  inspection. 
In  all  ^ese  districts,  the  duties  of  inspectors  of 
surreys  are  performed  by  the  superrisors. 

In  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  three  surreys 
of  inspection  have  been  established;  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, four;  in  Maryland,  three;  in  Virginia, six; 
in  Ohio,  two ;  in  North  Carolina,  fire ;  in  South 
Carolina,  ibree.  The  duties  of  an  inspector  for 
one  surrey  in  each  of  the  districts  of  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  are, 
however,  performed  by  the  respectire  super- 
risors. 

The  supervisors  ol  districts  and  inspectors  of 
surveys  are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  aarice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

The  power  of  appointing  collectors  of  the  reve- 
nue and  auxiliary  officers,  and  of  defining  the  ex- 
tent of  their  divuions,  has  been  committed  to  the 
supernaors.  bi  the  estimate  for  the  distribution 
of  compensations,  tbe  following  nimiber  wascon- 
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templated  for  each  district.  The  number  actually 
employed,  ai  present,  is  not  accurately  known ; 
bat  it  18  understood  to  be,  in  most  of  the  districts, 
less  considerable  than  was  contemplated  by  the 
said  arrangement,  viz : 

In  New  Hampshire,  three  collectors,  and  six 
atuiliary  officers. 

In  Massachusetts,  thirteen  collectors,  and  four- 
teen auxiliary  officer?;: 

In  Rhode  island,  two  collectors,  and  three  aux- 
iliary officers. 

In  Connecticut,  six  collectors,  and  four  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  Vermont,  three  collectors,  and  six  auxiliary 
officers. 

In  New  York,  eight  collectors,  and  fifteen  aux- 
iliary officers. 

In  New  Jersey,  eight  collectors,  and  six  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  PeanaylTania,  sixteen  collectors,  and  eleven 
uixiliarv  officers. 

In  Delaware,  three  collectors,  and  three  auzitta' 
ly  cheers. 

In  Maryland,  fifteen  collectors,  and  ten  auxilia- 
ry officers. 

In  Virginia,  forty-two  collectors,  and  forty-three 
auxiliary  officers. 

Id  Ohit^  eight  collectors,  and  fire  auxiliary 
officers. 

In  Tennessee,  three  collectors,  and  three  aux- 
iliary officers.. 

In  North  Carolina,  tweoty-five  collectors,  and 
twenty-six  auxiliary  officers. 

In  South  Carolina,  eighteen  collectors,  and  thir- 
ty auxiliary  officers. 

In  Oeorgia,  six  coUeetors,  and  six  auxiliary 
officers. 

Making,  in  the  whole,  the  proposed  number  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  collectors,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninetv-one  auxiliary  officers  for  the 
United  States.  By  a  return  presaited  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  21st  of  February 
last,  it  appears  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1796,  there 
were  employed  in  all  the  districts  two  hundred 
and  fifty-one  collectors,  and  sixtv-niae  aaxiliary 
<^cers.  No  general  return,  to  a  later  period,  can 
be  now  prepared. 

The  officers  before  mentioned  are  compensated 
in  the  following  manner : 

1st.  The  supervisors  are  allowed  the  following 
annual  salaries: 

The  supervisor  of  Virginia,      -      -  $1,350 

The  supervisor  of  Pennsylvaoa,       -  1,200 

The  supervisors  of  Massachusetts,  New 
T<^  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  S. 
Cniolina,  1,000 

The  supervisorsof  Connecticut  and  Ohio,  700 

The  supervisors  of  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Jersey,  600 

Thesnporvisorsof  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Delaware,  Tennessee,  and  Oeorgia,  50 

In  addition  to  which  sauries,  the  superrisors 
receive  the  following  emoluments: 

In  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Is- 
land, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvauia,  Ma- 
ryland, Vii^ia,  and  South  Carolina,  a  commis- 


sion of  one  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of 
the  revenue  collected  in  their  several  distiiels 
from  spirits  distilled  therein  from  foreign  mate- 
rials. In  Connecticut  and  North  Carouna,  one 
and  a  half  per  centum,  and  in  the  other  disuiets 
two  per  centum,  on  the  like  revenue. 

In  the  districts  of  Vermont,  Delaware,  Georgia, 
and  Tennessee,  a  commission  of  two  per  centum 
upon  the  eross  revenue  from  spirits  distilled  in 
the  United  States  from  domestic  materials  and 
from  stills,  and  in  the  other  districts  a  commissioa 
of  one  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  like  revemie. 

The  supervisors  of  all  the  districts  are  allowed 
for  preparing,  stamping,  and  distributing,  among 
the  inspectors,  one  cent  for  every  certificate  to  ac- 
company foreign  or  domestic  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  actually  issued  in  the  surveys  and  ports  of 
their  respective  districts,  and  a  commission  of  oae 
half  of  one  per  centum  on  the  duties  arisioff  from 
retailers*  licenses,  sales  at  auction,  refined  si^ar, 
and  carriages. 

24.  The  inspectors  of  surveys  receire  the  fd- 
lo  wing  annual  salaries : 

In  the  districts  of  Massachusetts.  Pennsrlrania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  ana  South 
Carolina,  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

In  the  district  of  Ohio,  four  hdndred  and  6&j 
dollars. 

The  said  inspectors  also  receive  a  commission 
of  one  per  centum  on  the  gross  ,  revenue  ariai^ 
from  spirits  distilled  in  their  surveys  from  foreign 
materials,  except  the  inspectors  of  the  first  awl 
second  surveys  of  North  Carolina,  who  receive  a 
commission  of  two  per  centum  on  the  like  reve- 
nue. A  commission  of  one  and  a  half  per  cmtum 
oo  the  gross  revenue  arising  from  spirits  distilled 
from  domestic  materials  and  from  stills,  except 
the  inspectors  of  the  first  and  second  surreys  of 
North  Carolina,  who  receive  two  per  centom  on 
the  said  revenue.  All  the  inspectors  reeeive  a 
commission  of  oue  quarter  of  one  centum  on  the 
gross  revenue  arising  in  their  surveys  from  retailr 
ers*  licenses,  sales  at  auction,  refined  sugar,  and 
carriages. 

The  inspectors  of  surveys,  and  such  of  the  su- 
pervisois  as  perform  the  same  duties,  receive  two 
cents  and  a  half  for  each  certificate  signed  by 
them,  to  accompany  domestic  distilled  spirits,  and 
one  cent  for  each  certificate  to  accompany  for* 
eign  distilled  spirits. 

3d.  The  collectors  of  the  revenue  receive,  on 
the  gross  revenue  arising  in  their  divisions,  from 
spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials,  three  per 
centum.  On  the  gross  revenue  arising  from  spir- 
its distilled  from  domestic  materials,  and  from 
stills,  six  per  centum,  and  on  the  revenue  from 
retailers'  licenses,  and  from  sates  at  auction,  one 
and  three  quarters  per  centum,  and  on  the  reve- 
nue from  carriages  and  refined  sugar  four  per 
centum.  They  are  likewise  allowed  for  meastt^ 
ing  and  marking  each  still  under  the  capacity  of 
one  hundred  gallons,  sixtv  cents,  and  for  each  still 
above  one  hundred  gallons,  seventy^ve  cents; 
for  marking  each  cask  of  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
and  for  issuing  and  countersigning  a  certificate  to 
accompany  the  same,  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
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fcpi  erery  cask  which  they  respectirely  gauge,  six 
cents. 

The  supervisors  are  authorized  to  distribute  to 
a  number  of  collectors,  in  their  respective  districts, 
not  exceeding  the  number  hereinoefore  meotioa- 
ed,  a  medium  allowance  of  eighty  dollars,  yearly, 
in  addition  to  their  other  emoluments. 

4ih.  To  the  auxiliary  officers,  not  exceeding  in 
each  district  the  nnmher  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
the  supervisors  may  allow,  jLearly,  a  medium  lum 
of  thirty  dollars  each.  The  allowances,  under  the 
head  of  coDtingent  expenses^  comprise  prlnting,sia- 
tiono-y,  postage,  and  markiog  instruments.  No- 
thing IS  allowed  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  or 
travelltag  expenses,  except  for  journeys  on  special 
occasions,  by  the  direction  of  the  Treasury. 

If  the  owners  of  carriages  do  not  make  entry, 
and  pay  the  duties  thereon,  the  collectors  may  de- 
mand, for  their  own  use,  twenty-five  per  centum, 
in  addition  to  the  said  duties,  for  tbe  extra  trouble 
of  eollecticHi.  No  other  fees  or  cmnpeosations  are 
demandable  of  iudlTidnak  by  the  d&cm  of  the 
revenue. 

The  acts  of  Congress  provide  the  following 
funds,  out  of  which  tbe  before  mentioned  com- 

ginsations  are  made : 
y  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  coDcerniog  the  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States." 
passed  on  the  8th  day  of  May.  1792,  a  suio 
not  exceeding        -        -         $70,000  00 
By  the  act,  entitled  "  Ad  act  making 
further  provision  for  securing  and 
collecting  the  duties  on  foreigu  and 
domestic  distilled  spirits,  stills,  tpaa, 
and  wines,"  pasi^ed  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1704,  whicb  act  has  been  con- 
tinued, and  will  remain  in  force  un- 
til the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,     -  -  23,333  33 

In  addition  to  the  general  funds  be- 
fore named,  tbe  Presiden  t  is  au^or- 
ized  to  allow,  for  the  expends  of 
collecting  the  duties  on  carriages, 
and  on  refined  sugar,  five  per  cent- 
um on  tbe  product  of  the  said  du- 
ties, which,  being  estimated  on  one 
hundred  and  four  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
thirty  eentSj  is        -        -  6,237  11 

And  of  the  duties  ou  licenses  to  re- 
tailers and  sales  at  auction^  two  and 
one-half  per  centum,  which,  com- 
puted on  one  handred  and  six  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  being 
the  last  estimated  product  of  the 
said  duties,  is         -         -  2,673  32 


Making,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of     $101,233  76 


By  the  documents  whicb  were  presented  to  the 
House,  on  tiie  21st  of  February  last,  it  appears 
that  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of  Ine  in- 
tecoal  revenue,  for  one  year,  may  be  estimated 
at     -        -        -        .         $86,033  37 


And  that  the  contingent  expenses 
amounted  to  -         -  7,061  57 


Making,  in  the  whole, 


$92,084  94 


But.  though  it  appears  from  this  statement  that 
the  wnole  of  tbe  appropriated  fund  has  not  been 
expended,  yet,  as  several  of  the  items  upon  which 
the  fund  has  been  calculated  are  uncertain,  while 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  expense  is  per- 
manent,  it  has  been  deemed  unsafe  to  increase 
the  scale  of  compensation,  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  limitauons  prescribed  by  law  might  be 
exceeded. 

The  following  is  a  view  of  tbe  duties  which 
are  performed  by  the  several  classes  of  officers : 

Tbe  auxiliary  officers  are  generally  appointed 
to  aid  such  of  the  collectors  whose  divisions  con- 
sist of  more  than  one  county.  Their  duties  are 
principally  to  receive  entries  of  stills  and  car- 
riages, and  to  issue  retailers'  licenses.  Small 
sums,  for  duties  on  carriages  and  licenses,  pass 
throujgh  their  hands  to  the  collectors.  In  some  of 
the  districts,  the  supervisors  have  allowed  the  col- 
lectors to  appoint  the  auxiliary  officers,  and  to  re- 
ward them  out  of  their  own  compensations. 

The  collectors  are,  however,  the  principal  recelr- 
ers  of  the  revenue  from  the  people,  which  they  pay 
over  to  the  inspectors  of  surveys,  or  to  the  super- 
visors, in  those  districts  which  have  not  been  sub- 
divided into  surveys  of  inspection.  The  accounts 
of  the  collectors  follow  the  course  of  their  remit- 
tances; their  accounts  are  directed  to  be  rendered 
in  detail,  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  persons  from 
whom,  the  objects  upon  which,  and  the  sums  col- 
lected. 

Tbe  inspectors  of  surveys  receive,  examine,  and 
state  the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  which  they 
digest  into  general  returns,  and  which  are  trans- 
mitted, with  the  moneys  received  from  collectors, 
to  the  aupervisora  of  the  respectiTe  districts. 

The  supervisors  correspond  with  the  Treasury, 
and  with  the  inspeetore  and  collectors  of  tbe  dis- 
tricts ;  they  atone  account  with  the  Treasury,  and 
their  returns  exhibit,  in  detail,  all  the  particulars 
which  are  contained  in  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lectors. 

It  is  found  requisite  that  the  accounts  should 
exhibit  the  course  of  business,  evoi  in  minute  par- 
ticulars, as  the  subjects  of  revenue  are  continually 
varying  in  every  district,  survey,  and  division, 
and  because  tbe  nature  of  the  system  admits  of 
no  other  check  than  that  arising  from  a  connected 
series  of  accounts. 

A  general  idea  of  the  detail  contained  in  the 
accounts  of  the  internal  revenue  appears  necessa- 
ry to  enable  the  House  to  decide  on  the  subject  of 
compensations. 

1st.  The  duties  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign 
materials,  and  generally  the  duties  on  all  spirits 
distilled  in  large  siills,  in  cities,  towns,  and  vil- 
lages, are  ascertained  oo  the  quantities  of  spirits 
removed,  for  which  duties  credits  are  allowed- 
Tbe  accounts,  therefore,  exhibit  the  names  of  the 
contributors,  tbe  quantities  of  spirits  dutiUed  and 
removed,  the  quantities  remaining  on  hand,  the 
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amouDt  of  the  duties  which  accrue  at  eaoh  distil- 
lery, and  an  account  of  the  hoods  taken,  and  the 
times  when  discharged. 

3d.  The  duties  on  refined  sugar  are  collected  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  on  spirits,  and  a  like 
detail  is  observed. 

3d.  The  quantum  and  rates  of  the  duties  on  stills 
employed  in  the  country,  according  to  existing 
hiws,  depend  on  the  term  for  which  they  are  h- 
cenera,  except  that  a  small  number  of  stills  will 
iroDtinae  to  he  stibjeet  to  the  annnal  daty.  The 
annual  duty,  when  collected,  is,  however,  payable 
in  half-yearly  instalmentu ;  of  course,  the  accounts 
for  this  duty  proTide  for  a  general  description  of 
each  still,  and  for  eight  distinct  modes  of  calcula- 
tion; besides,  entries  must  be  made  whenever 
licenses  are  issued,  however  frequently  they  are 
repeated.  Moreover,  as  none  oi  the  duties  are 
paid  in  advance,  the  accounts  to  any  eiveo  period 
must  exhibit  outstanding  debts,  to  accounted 
for  in  subsequent  returns. 

4th.  The  accounts  of  the  duties  on  carriages 
embrace  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  columns 
for  the  descriptions  of  carriages,  subject  to  differ- 
ent rates  of  duties.  For  every  carriage  a  certifi- 
cate is  given  on  the  payment  of  the  duty. 

5tfa.  The  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  are  as- 
certained by  abstracts,  which  exhibit  the  names 
of  the  persons  for  whom  the  blank  licenses  are 
filled  up,  and  whether  for  retailing  foreign  spirits 
01  wines. 

6th.  The  duty  on  sales  at  auction  Is  chiefly  con- 
fined to  the  principal  towns,  and  is  received  from 
but  a  few  persons;  the  acconnts  are  easily  ren- 
dered, but,  to  ascertain  the  duties,  an  examination 
of  the  voluminous  entries  of  the  auctioneers  is  re- 
qubite. 

Although  there  is  nothing  in  the  system  pre- 
scribed for  keeping  the  accounts,  which  is  attend- 
ed with  uocommoD  difficulty,  yet  it  will  be  seen 
that  more  than  ordinary  skill  in  clerkship  is  an 
indispensable  qualification  for  the  office  of  collec- 
tor ;  and  that  tfae  volume  of  accounts  to  be  ren- 
dered by  the  supervisors  and  inspectors  is  too 
great  to  be  accomplished  without  expenses  for 
clerkship,  which  must  form  great  deductions  from 
their  apparent  emoluments. 

It  is  also  evident  that,  though  the  whole  time  of 
Ae  subordinate  officers  is  not  employed  in  the  re- 
venue service,  yet  the  nature  of  their  duties  re- 
quires them  to  maintain  permanent  offices,  (o 
which  the  people  may  resort,  and  to  engage  occa- 
sional subslilutes  while  they  are  absent  on  jour 
neys  through  their  divisions  for  the  collection  of 
moneys,  marking  stills,  and  enforcing  the  laws 
against  delinquents.  Much  of  the  delay  which 
has  attended  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  in 
some  districis  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of 
skill  in  clerkship,  of  officers  whose  qualifications 
were,  in  other  resects,  unexceptionable.  The 
difficulty  of  engaging  suitable  characters  has, 
moreover,  been  greatly  increased  by  impolitic  re- 
strictions, which  in  several  States,  forbid  State 
officers  from  holding  appointments  under  the  Qen- 
eral  Ctovernment. 


The  Secretary  presumes  that  a  review  of  the 
facts  which  hare  been  stated  will  evince  that  no 
greater  number  of  persons  have  been  employed  in 
the  revenue  service  than  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, and  that  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of 
every  grade,  and  for  every  specific  service,  are 
moderate  in  the  extreme. 

It  is  true  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  die 
gross  amount  of  the  internal  revenues  hitherto  as- 
certained has  been  consumed  in  expenses  of  col- 
lection ;  and  hence  it  has  been  inferred  that  the 
arrangements  were  either  defective  in  economy, 
or  that  the  objects  of  taxation  have  been  injudi- 
ciously selected.  The  first  objection  has  oeen 
shown  to  be  unfounded,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
last  is  susceptible  of  a  refutation. 

It  otufht  to  be  remembered,  that  a  consider^de 
part  ofwhat  are  stated  as  expenses  of  collectitHi, 
consist  of  the  salaries  and  commissions  of  the  su- 
pervisors and  inspectors.  These  are  principally 
officers  of  control  and  general  superintendence; 
under  any  system  of  revenue  operating  through 
the  interior  country,  an  equal  number  of  officers 
of  this  description  must  be  maintained ;  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  existing  duties  would  produce  but  little 
diminution  of  this  part  of  the  expense ;  and  with  a 
small  augmentation  of  compensations,  and  a  pro- 
vision for  defraying  the  expenses  of  clerkship,  the 
same  officers  would  be  adequate  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  most  extended  system  of  revenue. 

The  Secretary  is  of  opinion  that  the  following 
arrangement  would  promote  the  public  interests: 

1.  To  ailow  the  following  sums  to  the  Super- 
visors of  districts,  for  elerk'hire  in  the  respective 
offices,  viz : 

To  the  Supervisors  of  the  districts  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  the  Supervisors  of  the  districts  of  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Georgia,  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum} 
each. 

To  the  Supervisors  of  the  districts  of  Vermon^ 
Delaware,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  three  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  establish  the  commissions  of  all  the  super- 
visors at  one-and-a-half  per  centum  on  the  proauet 
of  all  the  internal  revenues  now  established,  in 
addition  to  their  present  salaries. 

2.  To  allow  to  each  of  the  inspectors  of  sur- 
veys, for  clerk-hire  in  their  respective  offices,  two 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  establish  the  commissions  of  all  the  inspect- 
ors of  sarveys,at  one-and-a-half  per  centum  on  the 
product  of  all  the  internal  revenues  now  esub- 
lished,  and  by  them  respectively  received,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  salaries. 

3.  To  establish  Uie  commissions  of  the  collec- 
tors of  the  revenue  at  seven  per  centum,  on  the 
product  of  the  internal  revenues  now  established, 
and  by  them  respectively  received,  in  addition  to 
the  fund  avihorized  to  be  distributed  to  the  eri- 
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lectors  and  auziUary  officers^  as  yearly  compensa- 
tioDs ;  except  that,  m  the  districts  of  Massachu- 
aetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  commissions  on  the 
levenue  from  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materi- 
als in  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  may  be  restricted 
to  four  per  centum. 

4.  To  direct  that  all  officers  employed  in  the 
eoUection  of  the  internal  revenues  shall  give  bonds, 
with  sureties,  for  the  faithful  exeeatiou  of  their 
trusts,  and  to  provide  a  summary  mode  for  the  re- 
•eovery  of  money  from  delinquents. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  Sees  for  granting  certifi- 
cates to  accompanjr  sinrits,  wines,  and  teas,  and  for 
marking^  and  gauging  casks  and  packages,  should 
be  coatmaed  as  at  present,  and  that  reasonable 
-chaives  for  printing,  stationery,  and  postage,  should 
be  allowed. 

The  sums  proposed  to  be  allowed  for  clerk-^ire 
are  less  than  the  expenditures  which  the  public  ser- 
vice will  require  for  this  object  in  several  districts, 
ittrtieularly  in  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Vii^inia ;  it  is  believed,  however,  that  the  proposed 
addition,  to  the  rate  of  commissions  will  compen- 
sate for  the  deficiency.  An  uniform  rate  of  com- 
mission to  each  gcade  of  officer^  except  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  where  considerable 
sums  are  collected  from  large  distilleries,  is  sug- 
.gested,  to  obviate  an  inconvenient  complexity, 
which,  by  occasioning  errors,  retards  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts. 

It  is  believed  that,  if  the  compensations  now 
proposed  should  be  estaUished,  the  expenses  of  col- 
iecting  the  internal  revenues  would  but  little  ex- 
ceed the  average  proportion  whieh  attends  the 
eoUection  of  the  revenue  on  imports  io  other  dis- 
tricts than  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bal- 
timore, and  Charleston.  Id  this  estimate,  the  fees 
paid  by  merchaDts,  which  do  not  appear  in  the 
public  accounts,  are  however  included. 
,  The  Secretarr  submits  it  as  his  opinion  that  an 
.ugmentaiion  or  eompensatioo,  such  as  is  proposed, 
is  necessary  to  prevent  the  greatest  embarrass- 
ments. Such  of  the  officers  as  have  strictly  and  fully 
■discharged  their  duties,  have  derived  little  or  no 
•onolaments  from  their  services.  Though  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  generally  true  that  no  instance  can  be 
mentioned  where,  in  this  country,  services  of  equal 
-difficulty  and  extent  have  been  performed  for  so 
little  emolument  as  by  the  officers  of  the  internal 
revenue,  yet,  it  is  certain  that  the  degrees  of  exer- 
ti(Hi  have  been  unequal;  that  the  accounts  have, 
in  some  instances,  remained  too  long  without  set- 
tlement, or  have  been  imperfectly  stated,  in  con- 
sequence of  inability  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to 
support,  without  personal  saerifiees,  such  expen- 
Mi,  in  relation  to  their  oAces,  as  thie  good  of  the 
NTvice  has  reffured.  Specific  allowances  for  the 
expenses  of  uerbhip  will  iNY)bably  remedy  an 
enl  from  vhudi  voMOk  loss  and  disorder  are  to  be 
-apprehended. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  ihe  Treatwry. 

•  TaaAflDRY  Dbfabtment,  April  17, 17%. 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  OIBECT  TAXES. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  House  of  Rspresentatiw,  Miy 
S5,179B.] 

TSBABOSY  DbPABTMBNT, 

Miy  35, 1798. 

Sir  :  Having  been  requested  to  exhibit  a  calcu- 
lation of  the  quotas  of  the  respective  States,  in  a 
tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  free  white  persons,  and  three-fifths  of 
the  number  of  slavesj  as  ascertained  by  the  cen- 
sus ;  also,  my  opinion  of  what  would  be  a  proper 
rule  for  apportioning  to  individuals  the  proposed 
tax  on  laod^  houses,  and  slaves,  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  results  and  observations : 

The  enumeration,  or  census,  by  which  the  tut 
must  be  apportioned,  was  taken  with  reference  to 
the  first  Monday  of  August,  1790,  when  the  num- 
ber of  persons  m  the  United  States  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Free  white  males  of  six- 
teen years  and  upwards, 
including  heads  of  fam- 
ilies        -         -      -  813,365 

Free  white  males  under 
sixteen  years     -         -  802,137 

Free  white  females,  includ- 
ing heads  of  families    -  1,556,682 

Other  free  persons,  exclu- 
sive of  Indians  -         -  59,511 
Total  number  of  free 
persons,  exclusive 

of  Indians        -    3,231,631 

SUves  697,697,  of  which 
number  three-fiflh  parts 
are  taken,  or     -        -        -  418,619 


Total  or  represeot- 
ative  number 


3,650^50 


The  following  quotas  of  the  respective  States, 
in  a  lax  of  two  millioos  of  dollars,  calculated  ac- 
cording to  their  relative  numbers  of  free  persons, 
exclusive  of  ladians,  and  including  three-fifths  oi 
the  number  of  slaves,  to  wit: 
The  quota  of— 

New  Hampshire  -  -  877,705  36^ 
Massachusetts  -  -  •  .  260,435  31J2 
Rhode  Ishind  -  -  -  37,502  08.0 
Connecticut  •  -  -  129,767  00J3 
Vermont  -  -  -  16,864  18.7 
New  York  -  -  -  181,680  70.7 
New  Jersey  -  -  -  98,378  25.3 
Pennsylvania  -  -  -  237,177  72.7 
Delaware  -  -  -  30,430  79.2 
Maryland  -  -  -  152,599  95.4 
Virginia  -  -  -  345,488  66.6 
Kentucky  -  -  -  37,643  99.7 
North  Carolina  -  -  193,697  96.5 
Tennessee  -  .  .  18,806  38^ 
South  Carolina  -  -  112,997  73.9 
Georgia         -        -        -    9^14  87.5 

Total  of  the  proposed  tax  -$2,000^000  00 
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It  is  proposed  that  the  direct  tax  be  assessed  to 
indiriduals  iq  the  followiDg  maoDer: 

I.  Oa  dwelliag-houses,  to  be  distribated  into 
niae  classes,  and  taxed  UQiformly  In  each  class. 

II.  Oq  slaves,  to  be  taxed  UDiformly. 

III.  On  lands,  to  be  taxed  at  such  a  rate  ad  va- 
lorem in  each  State,  as,  with  the  sums  assessed 
on  houses  and  slaves,  will  produce  the  entire 
amount  of  the  sums  apportioned  to  the  respective 
States. 

It  being  proposed  to  tax  dwelling-houses  and 
slaves  by  uniform  rules,  an  estimate  of  the  sums 
which  may  be  assessed  od  these  objects,  appears 
to  be  important. 

I.  €f  Dwdlinff-Botttet. — The  namber  of  free 
persons  in  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1790, 
was  3,231,631.  The  number,  at  present,  may  be 
estimated  at  four  millions.  It  is  computed  that 
there  is  a  dwelling-house  for  every  seven  persons : 
of  course,  that  there  are  about  fire  bnndred  and 
seventy  thousand  dwelling^ouses  in  the  United 
Sutes. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  as  reported,  to  exempt 
from  specific  taxation,  all  houses,  with  the  lots  on 
which  they  are  erected,  not  exceeding  two  acres, 
in  any  case,  of  which  the  value  is  less  than  two 
hundred  dollars.  It  is  important  to  ascertain  what 
would  be  the  probable  effect  of  an  exemption  of 
this  nature,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
public- documents  afford  no  certain  data  for  a  cal- 
culation. After  a  due  consideration  of  informa- 
tion recently  obtained,  it,  however,  appears  proba- 
ble, that  a  much  more  eonnderable  number  of 
housea  would  be  exempted  than  was  contemplated 
bjr  the  committee.  Owine  to  the  great  number  of 
Kttlements  which  have  been  lately  formed,  and 
the  moderate  value  of  land,  tn  large  districts  of  the 
United  State*,  it  is  not  unlikely  tnat  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  houses  would  be  included  in 
theexemption.  Ashousesare  believed  to  be  themost 
certain  and  eligible  objects  of  taxation  to  which 
resort  can  be  had ;  as  inconveniences  might  arise 
from  an  exemption  in  favor  of  what,  probably,  is 
the  most  numerous  description  of  houses  in  some 

Sarts  of  the  country;  and  as,  in  new  settlements, 
welling-houses  of  small  value  ought  not  to  he  con- 
sidered as  indications  of  poverty,  the  following 
classification,  which  is  somewhat  different  from 
that  reported,  is  re^ectfully  submitted,  to  wit : 

First  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots  not 
exceeding  two  acres,  on  which  the  same  are  erect- 
ed, exceeding  eighty  dollars  in  value,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  dollars. 

Second  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  two  hundred  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  dollars. 

Third  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  six  nundred  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

Fourth  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  two  hundred  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  dollars. 

Fifth  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  tots 
exceeding  in  value  two  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
acceding  four  thousand  dollars. 
Sixth  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots 


exceeding  in  value  four  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars. 

Seventli  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  lots 
exceeding  in  value  six  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Eighth  class.  To  comprise  all  houses  and  tots 
exceeding  in  value  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Ninth  class.  To  comprise  all  houbcs  and  lots 
exceeding  twenty-five  tnousand  dollars. 

Notwithstanding  it  is  proposed  to  assess  a  tax 
on  all  houses  exceeding  the  value  of  eighty  dc^ 
lars,  yet  a  considerable  number  would  still  remain 
exempted.  It  is  probable,  however,  that,  if  the 
above-mentioned  rule  of  classification  should  be 
adopted,  five  hundred  thousand  houses  would  be 
included. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses 
of  each  class,  and  rate  of  assessment,  are  sulnuit- 
ted  to  the  committee : 
1st  class,  150,000  houses,  at  50  cents 

each  (575,000 

2d  class,  200,000  houses,  at  $1  50  each  300,000 
3d  class,  100,000  bouses,  at  $3  00  each  300,000 
4th  class,  30,000  houses,  at  $6  00  each  180,000 
5th  class,  10,000  houses,  at  $12  00  each  120,000 
6tb  class,  5,000  houses,  at  $20  00  each  100,000 
7th  class,  3,000  houses,  at  830  00  each  90,000 
8lh  class,  1,500  houses,  at  $60  00  each  90,000 
9th  class,  500  houses,  at  $120  00  each  60,000 


Estimate  of  the  product  of  the  pro- 
pcned  tax  on  houses  -        -        •  (1,315,000 


II.  Of  Slavet. — A  tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars 
apportioned  to  the  ^^regate  number  of  free  per- 
sons in  the  United  States,  and  to  two-fifths  of  the 
namber  of  slaves,  according  to  the  coisus,  would 
be  as  follows : 

Proportion  of  3,231,631  free  per- 
sons    -         -         -         •  $1,770,635  43 

Proportion  of  418,619,  being  three- 
fitths  of  the  number  of  slaves  -      ^,364  57 

Total       -         -         -   $2,000,000  00 


The  number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States  has, 
probably,  increased  since  the  time  when  the  cen- 
sus was  taken;  but,  as  it  wilt  doubtless  be  deemed 
advisable  to  exempt  certain  descriptions,  especi- 
allv  the  aged  and  infirm,  it  will  not  be  safe  to  cat 
cttlate  on  a  greater  number  than  six  hnndred 
thousand  taxable  slaves.  A  tax  of  thirty-eig^C 
cents  on  each  slave,  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
duce $226,000.  This  sum  nearly  c<»Tesponds  with 
the  ratio  of  assessment  to  slaves,  according  to  ^e 
Constitution,  which  may  be  presumed  to  afford  a 
rule  equally  equitable  in  respect  to  individuals. 

III.  OfLaadM. 

According  to  the  preceding  estimate, 

the  tax  on  houses,  as  proposed, 

would  produce    -  .  ^,315,000 

And  the  tax  on  slaves       -        -       228jOM , 
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Learing  to  be  raised  by  an  assess- 
ment ad  valorem,  upoo  lands,  the 

sum  of     -  457,000 

Amount  of  the  proposed  tax   -  9^000,000 


The  sam  proposed  to  be  assessed  on  lands  wilt 
be  found  to  be  less,  in  proportion  to  other  object;^, 
than  would  be  payable  in  most  of  the  States,  if  State 
s]ratems  shoula  be  adopted.  It  must  also  appear  to 
M  a  tax  really  moderate,  when  the  immense  value 
of  that  species  of  property  in  the  United  Slates 
is  doly  considered.  The  variety  of  the  principles 
upon  which  the  State  assessments  have  been 
formed,  precludes,  however,  the  possibility  of  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  rate  of  assessment  in  the 
different  States. 

To  facilitate  the  receipt  of  the  tax  into  the 
Treasury;  to  exemplify  the  operation  of  the  law 
upon  the  different  objects  of  taxation  ;  to  diminish 
the  risk  of  collectioa  ;  and  render  the  burden  as 
li^bt  as  possible  lo  individuals ;  it  is  proposed  that 
the  proportions  to  be  laid  on  houses  and  slaves 
should  be  immediately  assessed  and  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  respective  quotas  of  States.  While 
these  parts  of  the  tax  are  in  a  course  of  collection, 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  taking  a  valuation 
of  the  land*,  and  apportioning  the  Glances,  to  be 
collected  as  a  second  instalment  of  the  proposed 
tax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
Hon.  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 

(yusirman  Com?tee  Wa^  and  Meana. 


EXPENDITURES  OP  THE  EXECUTIVE  DE- 
PARTMENTS. 

[CfflauDunicated  to  the  Hoiue  of  ReprenntathrM,  July 
6,  1798.] 

The  oHiunittea  appointed  to  in^ire  and  report,  by  bill 
or otherwice,  •'whether  any,  and  what,  alterations 
ue  necessary  in  the  Tsrious  acta  establishing  the 
EzecutiTe  Departments,  ao  far  as  relates  to  the  man- 
ner of  diatribuling  the  moneya  appropriated  for  each, 
and  settling  their  accounts,  having  attentively  con- 
sidered the  subject,  and  conferred  with  the  heads  of 
than  Departments  in  which  it  was  sapposed  that  an 
alteration  might  be  necessary,  beg  leave  to  present 
to  the  House,  as  the  result  trf"  their  inquiries,  thefol- 
lowins  lepnrt: 

The  first  of  the  now  existing  Executive  Depart- 
ments, established  under  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States,  was  the  Department  of  War.  The 
act  for  erecting  this  Department,  passed  on  the  7tb 
of  August,  1789.  directs  that  the  head  of  it,  the  Sec- 
retary, "shall  perform  and  execute  such  duties  as 
shall,  from  time  to  time  be  entrOsted  to  him  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ,agreeably  to  the 
Constitution,  relative  to  military  commissions,  or 
to  the  land  or  naval  forces,  ships  or  warlike  stores 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  such  other  matters  re- 


specting military  or  naval  affairs,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  as.sign  to  the  said  De- 
partment but  no  provision  was  made  by  this  act, 
respecting  the  disbursement  of  moneys,  for  the 
use  of  this  Department,  or  the  settlement  of  ita 
accounts. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1789,  the  act  for  ea- 
tablishing  the  Treasury  Department  was  passed. 
ThisX)epartment,  as  established  by  the  act  in  ques- 
tion, was  solely  a  department  of  finance;  adepart- 
ment  for  improving,  saperintending,  and  coUect- 
ing,  the  public  revenue :  adjusting  the  accounts 
of  public  expenditure,  and  paying  out  the  public 
moneys  pursuant  to  appropriations  by  law. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Departraeot  were  assign- 
ed the  duties  of  digesting  and  preparing  plans,  for 
the  improvement  and  management  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  support  of  the  public  credit;  of  superin- 
tending the  collection  oi  the  revenue ;  of  deciding 
on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts  ana 
making  reiurns;  of  granting  warrants  for  money* 
to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  pursaaot  to  appro- 

[iriations  by  law ;  of  conducting  the  sale  of  public 
ands;  of  reporting  to  either  House  of  Congress^ 
on  subjects  referred  to  him,  or  appertaining  to  bis 
office;  and  of  performing  alt  such  services,  respect- 
ing the  finances,  as  he  might  be  directed  to  per- 
form. Under  the  superintendence  of  this  chief 
officer,  the  duties  incident  to  the  general  objects  of 
the  Department  are  divided  into  four  classes,  and 
assigned  to  the  Comptroller,  the  Auditor,  the  Re- 
gister and  the  Treasurer. 

The  War  Department  being,  therefore,  a  de- 

Sartment  solely  of  expenditure,  and  the  Treasury  a 
epartment  of  collection  and  account,  it  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  natural  and  proper  course, 
that  all  sums  appropriated  by  law  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  shoula  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury, 
by  the  head  of  that  Department,  and  expended 
solely  under  hts  direction.  He  would  then  hare 
remained  exclusively  responsible  for  the  expendi- 
ture, not  only  as  to  its  objects,  but  as  to  its  amount; 
he  would  not  only  have  judged  what  was  necessa- 
ry for  the  use  of  his  Department,  in  every  various 
branch  of  the  service,  but  he  would  have  procured 
all  the  supplies ;  and  the  accounts,  in  their  minut- 
est details,  would  have  remained  under  his  con- 
trol. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have 
had  no  concern  with  the  War  Department,  further 
than  to  give  warrants  for  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated lor  Its  use,  aod  to  take  care  that  ttiese  war- 
rants did  not  exceed  the  appropriations.  The 
amount  of  those  warrants  being  an  acquittal  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  would  nave  constituted  a 
charge  twainst  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  the  ac> 
counts  of  their  expenditure,  made  under  hia  sole 
direction,  and  finally  adjusted  by  the  Auditor  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  woidd  have  furniah- 
ed  his  acquittal.  Thus  the  res^nsibility  of  each 
department,  as  well  as  its  operations  and  accounts, 
would  have  been  distinct  and  entire. 

This  course,  however,  was  not  adopted.  On  the 
contrary,  the  duties  of  the  two  Departments,  rela- 
tive to  the  expenditure  of  moneys  for  the  military 
aod  naval  service,  were  blended  together  in  prac- 
tice ;  but  the  part  allotted  to  each  was  not  very 
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precisely  defiaed.  It  may  however,  be  geaerally 
stated  that  all  contracts  iur  rations,  clothiog,  aod 
ma^zine  supplies,  were  made  at  the  Treasury, 
whue  all  expenditures  for  other  objects  remaiDed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  this  footing  the  business  continued  till  the 
8th  of  May,  17£^  when  an  act  was  passed  "for 
making  alterations  ia  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments." 

By  this  act,  the  office  of  "Accountant  for  the 
War  Department"  is  created:  aud  the  Account- 
■aut  is  charged  ''with  the  settlement  of  all  accounts 
relative  to  the  pay  of  the  Army;  the  subsistence  of 
officers:  bounties  to  soldiers;  the  expenses  of  the 
recruiting  service;  and  the  incidental  andcoatin- 
gent  expenses  of  the  Department." 

The  act  then  goes  on  to  make  provisions  to  the 
following  effect : 

Ist.  That  all  contracts  and  purchases  for  sup- 
plying the  Army  with  provisions,  clothing,  sup- 
plies lu  tlie  Q,uartermaster8'  department,  military 
stores,  Indian  goods,  and  all  supplies  or  articles 
for  the  use  of  the  Dejfurtment  of  War,  be  made 
Qoder  the  direction  oi  the  Treasury  Department. 

2d.  That  all  expenditures  for  the  pay  of  the 
Army;  the  sulni&tence  of  officers;  bounties  of  sol- 
diers ;  the  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service ;  and 
the  incidental  and  cooiingent  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment of  War;  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  of 
warrants  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  out  of  mo- 
neys previously  ordered  for  the  use  ol  the  said  De- 
partment, by  warrants  from  the  Treasury. 

Hence  it  results^  that  the  expenditures  for  the 
War  Department  lall  under  two  general  divisions: 
those  for  supplies  of  all  kind,  and  those  for  ser- 
vices and  contingent  expenses. 

The  expenditures  of  the  first  class,  instead  of 
being  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  ac- 
counted for  by  him,  are  under  the  management  of 
the  Treasury  DepBFlment,  the  Secretary  of  which 
is  converted  into  an  agent  of  the  Department  of 
War,  for  this  purpose.  The  business  is  conduct- 
ed in  the  following  manner:  The  Secretary  of 
War  informs  the  Serretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
letter,  what  supplies  are  necessary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  of  what  nature,  when  wanted,  and, 
in  some  instances,  where  to  be  delivered ;  and  also 
furnishes  the  necessary  samples,  patterns,  forms, 
and  models.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
then  bound  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the 
War  Department,  to  the  extent  of  appropriations 
which  have  been  made  by  law,  and  the  Purveyor 
o(  Public  Supplies,  whose  oflBce  was  instituted  by 
a  subsequent  act,  is  the  organ  of  execution,  under 
his  diieetion. 

Two  modes  of  procuring  those  supplies  are  in 
use  at  the  Treasury :  contract  and  purchase. 

Contracts  are,  alsa  of  two  descriptions:  the 
larger,  snch  as  those  for  clothing  and  provisions, 
which  are  executed  b^  the  Secretary  ol  the  Trea- 
sury himself,  and  distinct  accounts  of  which  are 
opened  in  the  public  books ;  and  the  smaller,  such 
as  those  of  occasional  supplies,  which  are  conclud- 
ed by  the  Purveyor,  and  comprised  in  the  general 
settlement  of  his  accounts. 
Purchases  of  supplies,  when  they  Can  be  efiiected 


at  the  seat  of  Oovsmment,  are  made  by  the  Pur- 
veyor; and  this  is  his  chief  employmenL  For 
purchases  in  the  country,  and  for  procuring  occa- 
sional supplies  at  military  and  recruiting  posts, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  emj^oys  the  ^en- 
cy  of  the  supervisors  and  the  collectors  orthe 
customs. 

The  accounts  of  the  Purveyor  and  all  ageats 
and  contractors,  for  procuring  or  furnishing  sup- 
plies, are  settled  at  the  Treasury,  without  any 
^ency  or  interference  of  the  War  Department. 
They  pass  first  under  the  examination  of  the  Au- 
ditor, who  reports  them  to  the  Comptroller,  and 
his  decision  on  them  is  final. 

When  supplies  are  procured  and  delivered,  ac- 
cording to  the  requisitions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, they  become,  from  that  time,  subject  to  the 
diswMial  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  duty 
aod  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry are  at  an  end. 

The  second  class  of  expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  those  for  services  and  contingent 
expenses,  including  the  pay  of  the  Army,  snmist- 
ence  of  officers,  bounties,  recruiting,  protection  of 
the  frontiers,  &c.,  are  made  under  the  sole  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Tbe  money  for 
these  objects  is  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
followins:  manner: 

The  Secretary  of  War  addresses  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting  an  advance 
of  money  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
in  his  capacity  as  treasurer  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment. This  letter  specifies  the  sum  wanted,  and 
tbe  head  of  appropriation  under  which  it  is  to  be 
applied.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com- 
plies with  this  request,  to  the  extent  of  the  api»o> 
priations  which  have  been  made  by  law.  A  war- 
rant for  the  proper  suin,  signed  by  t^e  Secretary, 
countersigned  by;  the  Comptroller,  ai^d  recorded 
by  the  Register,  is  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  io  fiivor  of  himself,  as  treasurer  for 
the  War  Department.  The  warrant  being  paid, 
the  amount  is  charged  to  the  War  Deparunent,  in 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  that  time  re- 
mains subject  to  the  disftosal  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  draws  it  out,  as  occasions  may  require, 
by  warrants  signed  by  himself,  and  coimtersigned 
by  the  Accountant. 

An  account  of  all  these  warrants  is  kept  by  the 
Accoununt,  and  to  him  all  the  accounts  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  moneys  drawn  under  them, 
are  rendered  in  the  first  instance.  He  ac^usts 
these  accounts,  and  reports  them,  like  all  other 
accounts  of  puuie  expenditure,  to  the  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury.  From  nim  they  pass  to  the  Comp- 
troller, whose  demsion  on  them  la  finaL 

In  this  last  branch,  therefore,  of  the  ezpendi- 
ui  res  of  the  Department  of  War,  the  agency,  con* 
trol,  and  resnonsihility  of  that  Deputment,  are 
comfdete,  aoo  the  accounts  are  susceptible  of  t 
clear  and  distinct  division  and  adjustment.  The 
Secretary  of  War  draws  from  the  Treasury  the 
moneys  appropriated  by  law,  expends  them,  and 
accounts  for  toem.  In  this  expenditure  and  ac- 
count, the  Accountant  of  the  Department  is  his 
agent,  and  his  accounts  being  made  up  and  stated 
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by  the  Accountant,  are  submitted,  with  his  vouch- 
ers, to  the  Auditor  aud  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  by  them  fioatly  settled,  like  the  accouats 
of  all  other  persons  entrusted  with  public  money. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  no  further 
concern  in  the  business  than  to  pay  out,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  moneys  appropriated  by 
law  for  that  Department.  Here  is  a  perfect  and 
entire  responsibility  in  each:  in  one,  that  the  pub- 
lic money  is  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  according 
to  law ;  in  the  other,  that,  when  paid  out,  it  is  ex- 
pended according  to  law. 

But  in  the  other  great  branches  of  these  ex- 
poiditnres,  those  which  rdate  to  stores  and  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds,  for  the  use  of  the  Military  De- 
partment, there  is  a  divided,  and,  consequently,  an 
imperfect  responsibility,  and  an  incomplete  inter- 
fcriDg  agency.  The  Secretary  of  War  Judges 
what  supplies  or  stores  are  necessary;  but, instead 
of  directing  them  to  be  procured,  and  drawing 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  for  thera,  he 
informs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they 
are  wanted,  and  he  must  procure  them.  Thus 
the  first  officer  is  responsible  for  the  necessity  of 
the  supplies,  and  the  second  for  their  price,  quali- 
ty, and  due  delivery.  The  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  War  Department  are  expended  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury ;  and  he  is  converted,  as 
far  as  respeeU  these  expenditures,  into  a  subordi- 
nate agent  of  the  Department  of  War.  The  sup- 
plies are  purchased  for  one  purpose,  and  charged 
to  the  corresponding  head  of  appropnatioo.  When 
placed  in  the  public  stores,  tluy  are  found  useful 
for  another  purpose,  and  aceognted  for  under  an- 
other head.  The  Secretary  of  War,  who.  uses 
them,  does  not  know  to  what  account  they  are 
chained ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
pnrcnases  and  charges  them,  does  not  know  for 
what  purpose  they  are  used.  Hence  must  result 
an  endless  confusiau  and  uncertainly  in  the  ac- 
counts, and  it  becomes  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  ascertain  what  expenses  are  incurred  for  any 
^rticulai  branch  of  the  military  service.  The 
Secretary  of  War  cannot  be  responsible  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  bis 
Department,  since  he  does  not  know  at  what  rate 
the  necessary  supplies  are  procured.  Neither  can 
he  be  responsible  for  the  due  performanea  of  the 
service,  for  it  does  not  depend  upon  him  to.  take 
care  that  the  supplies  are  |»ocared,  either  in  doe 
timcj  in  the  necessary  quantities,  w  of  a  proper 
quality.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  public  service,  since  it  does  not  de- 
pend upon  him  to  cause  the  supf^ies  wUch  hare 
been  procured  to  be  properly  used. 

The  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury,  moreover,  be- 
ing thus  employed  in  duties  whicn  belong  to  an- 
other department,  may  be  prevented,  by  the  bur- 
densome nature  of  those  duties,  from  applying 
himself,  with  proper  effect,  to  the  peculiar  objects 
of  his  own ;  which  are  the  superintendence,  im- 
provement, and  collection,  ot  the  public  reve- 
nue—duties sufficiently  extensive  and  important 
to  occupy,  exdnsivdy,  the  aitenlion  oi  any  one 
person. 


All  the  observations  which  have  been  made, 
with  respect  to  the  Department  of  War,  apjdy 
with  equal  force  to  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
the  duties  of  which  were  originally  committed  to 
the  War  Department,  and  are  still  subject  to  the 
provisions  oi  the  act  of  May  8th,  1792.  The  ex- 
tensive operations  which  may  be  expected  in  this 
Department,  and  the  great  increase  of  public  busi- 
ness which  is  likely  to  result,  from  the  actual  state 
of  public  affairs,  will,  it  is  apprehended,  add  greatly 
to  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  present 
organization. 

These  iDconTeniences  the  committee  suppose 
may  be  removed,  or  greatly  obviated,  by  adopting 
a  new  arrangement,  with  respect  to  expenditures 
for  supulies,  and  placing  them  on  the  same  foot* 
ing  witn  the  expenditures  for  services.  They  pro- 
pose, also  to  establish  the  office  of  Accountant  in 
the  Department  of  the  Navy;  to  place  the  Pur- 
veyor of  Public  Supplies  under  the  direction  of 
the  Navy  and  War  Departments,  and  to  direct 
that  the  moneys  appropriated  for  those  Depart- 
ments be  accounted  for,  under  such  separate  heads 
of  appropriation,  as  will  give  a  clear  view  of  the 
amount  expended  in  each  branch  of  the  public 
service. 

In  this  manner  the  duties  and  the  responsibility 
of  each  Department  will  be  rendered  distinct  and 
entire,  each  will  be  confined  within  its  pr(^)er 
sphere,  and  the  accounts  of  j)ublic  expenditure 
will  be  kept  with  order,  jveeision,  and  clearness. 

Iq  ctmformity  to  these  ideas,  and  pursuant  to 
the  power  given  to  them  by  the  House,  the  Com- 
mittee herewith  report  a  bill  containing  the  regu- 
lations which  they  think  it  expedient  to  adopt. 


VALUATION  OF  LAND  AND  DWELLING- 
HOUSES. 

rCommnnicated  to- the  Hotue  of  Sepresentativag,  Jan> 

uary  21,  1799.] 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  inrtmcted,  by  a 
neokition  of  the  9th  instant,  to  inquire  and  report, 
by  bill  or  oAerwise,  whether  any,  and  what,  amendr 
mente  are  neceeeai;  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled 
« An  act  to  pioiide  fat  the  valua&>n  of  lands  and 
dwelUnr-housee,  rad  the  enumeration  of  slaves  with- 
in the  United  States,"  have  attended  carefully  to 
that  sut^ect,  and  agraed  to  the  following  report; 
which  ^ey  be^  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House : 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  be«a  par- 
tieularly  directed  to  two  parts  of  the  act  under 
which,  as  far  as  they  have  been  able  to  learn,  the 
difficulties  yet  standing  in  the  way  of  its  execu^ 
tien  have  arisen :  that  which  relates  to  the  duty 
and  compensation  of  assessors,  and  that  respeetiag 
the  description  of  dwelling  houses. 

As  to  the  £rst,  it  appears  that,  although  proper 
persons  have,  in  several  States,  been  prevaued  oa 
to  act  as  assessors,  at  the  present  rate  <^  compen- 
sation, yet  instances  have  occurred  in  importaUt 
and  extenuve  districts,  where  it  has  been  found 
impoBsible  to  procure  proper  assessors  cm  aoeoont 
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of  the  smalloess  of  the  compensatioos ;  and  that 
this  difficulty  may  be  apprehended,  perhaps  in  an 
increased  degree,  in  some  Slates  where  the  ap- 
pointment of  assessors,  as  tu  as  ia  now  known, 
has  not  yet  been  attempted.  The  committee  have 
been  able  to  perceive  no  other  remedy  for  it,  than 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  direction  of  the  PresiaeDt,  to  increase  the  com- 
pensatioD!)  of  assessors,  in  those  cases  where  he 
may  find  it  necessary — so,  howerer.  as  that  do  as- 
sessor, principal  or  assistant,  shall  receive  more 
tbati  two  dollars  per  day,  in  the  whole;  and  this 
measure  they  recommend  to  the  Houne. 

It  further  appears,  that  difficulty  and  delay 
arise  from  the  want  of  a  provision  for  clerks  to 
Uie  principal  assessors,  whose  duty,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  is  verjr  important,  and  must  often 
require  a  degree  of  skill  in  accounts,  not  always 
possessed  by  persons  otherwise  perfectly  Tell  qual- 
ified for  that  office.  The  committee,  thertSbre, 
conceive  that  a  clerk  ought  to  be  allowed  to  each 
principal  assessor,  bis  compensation  not  to  exceed 
one  dollar  per  day  while  actually  employed,  and 
bis  accounts  to  be  settled  like  those  of  the  assess- 
ors, by  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

The  committee  also  find,  that  some  inconve-  ' 
niences  have  alrrady  been  experienced  from  the 
shortoess  of  time  allowed  to  principal  assessors 
for  receiving  appeals,  and  that  more  may  be  prob- 
ably expected.  This  time,  as  fixed  by  the  act  is 
fifteen  days,  and  the  Commissioners  have  no  power 
to  extend  it  in  any  case.  Such  a  power  the  com- 
mittee suppose  it  would  be  proper  to  give  them. 

It  has  also  been  suggested,  that  the  time  allow- 
ed by  the  act  for  the  assistant  assessors  to  make 
their  returns,  which  is  thirty  days,  is  too  short, 
and  ou^ht  to  be  extended ;  or,  at  least,  that  the 
Commissioners  ought  to  be  vested  with  a  power 
to  extend  it;  but,  this  idea  has  been  rejected  by 
the  committee,  for  reasons  detailed  in  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  which  is  annexed 
to  this  report,  and  whereto  they  beg  leave  to 
refer. 

Under  the  second  head,  the  description  of  dwell- 
ing-houses, the  committee  find  that  the  provision 
01  the  law  which  requires  that  the  lists  to  be  de- 
livered by  individuals  to  assistant  assessors,  shall 
contain  the  number  and  dimensions  of  windows" 
'  in  every  dwelling-bouse,  has  given  rise  to  much 
discontent  in  several  parts  of  tbe  country,  and  to 
considerable  consequent  embarrassment  ia  ob- 
taining the  lists.  This  discontent  has  proceeded, 
in  part,  from  the  trouble  which  people  find  in 
measuring  their  windows,  and  in  a  much  greater 
degree,  from  an  apprehension,  among  the  country 
people,  that  this  return  of  windows  was  intended 
as  the  ground-work  of  a  window  tax.  Wholly  un- 
founded as  this  apprehension  is,  it  has  prodnced 
already  embarrassing  effects.  The  return  of  tbe 
number  and  dimensions  of  windows  in  each 
dwelling-bouse  was  required  in  order  to  furnish 
the  Commissioners,  who  are  to  judge  of  tbe  valu- 
ations in  the  last  resort,  with  as  many  and  as  cer- 
tain criterions  as  possible,  for  suidiog  their  judg- 
ment, in  respect  to  dwelling-Booses,  which  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  inspect  individ- 


ually; and  it  was  conceived  that  the  number  and 
dimensions  of  the  windows  in  a  dwelling-honse, 
would,  in  general,  afford  a  pretty  just  criterion  of 
its  value.  But  further  inquiry  and  eonsiJeration 
have  induced  the  committee  to  believe,  that  any 
information  to  be  obtained  from  these  returns,  win 
be  far  less  useful  in  guiding  the  judgment  of  the 
Commissioners,  than  was  at  first  supposed  ;  since 
the  number  and  size  of  the  windows  varies  so 
much,  according  to  taste,  situation,  fashion,  and 
other  circumstances;  while  the  inconveniences 
resulting  from  the  measure  are  real  and  considera- 
ble. They  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  so  much 
of  the  act  as  requires  that  each  list  shall,  in  re- 
spect to  dwelling-houses,  contain  the  number  and 
dimensions  of  windows,"  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Pursuant  to  these  ideas,  the  committee  have 
prepared  a  bill,  which  they  herewith  present  to 
the  House. 

TbBASURY  DsPAaTHBNT, 

January  18th,  1799. 

Sir  :  On  tbe  subject  of  that  part  of  yoar  letter 
of  the  nth  instant,  relating  to  the  Act  provid- 
ing for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelliag- 
houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves,**  I  ban 
tbe  honor  to  observe, 

1st.  That  the  appointments  of  Commissioners 
and  assessors,  under  the  act  above  mentioned.ap- 
pear  not  to  have  been  accepted  in  any  part  of  toe 
United  States  with  a  view  to  emolument.  By  ap- 
pealing to  the  patriotism  of  the  country,  men  af 
talents  and  respectability  have  generally  beea 
found,  who  are  willing  to  discharge  the  datieseiH 
joined  by  the  law.  Some  delays  were  experienced 
in  consequence  of  tbe  sickness  in  tbe  cities,  and 
by  resignations  of  a  number  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  first  named  as  Commissiouers ;  the  vacancies 
are  now  presumed  to  be  all  filled  by  persons  who 
will  serve;  and  great  progress  has  been  made  ia 
the  valuations  in  most  of  the  States.  The  great- 
est delays  have  arisen  in  the  distant  States  of 
Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Gleorgia. 

So  far  as  information  has  been  received,  the 
appointments  of  assessors  are  understood  to  have 
been  well  filled  ;  but  there  are  several  parts  of  the 
country,  though  of  comparatively  small  extent, 
where  obstacles,  apparently  insurmonntaUe,  have 
been  experienced  from  the  insufficiency  of  the 
comjwnsatioas.  From  the  most  Soathem  States, 
no  information  of  the  appointment  of  assessors 
has  been  yet  received,  and  g^reat  difficnlties  arc 
represented  as  likely  to  arise  m  that  quarter.  It, 
therefore,  appears  to  he  expedient  to  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  theF^a- 
ident,  to  be  applied  in  augmenting  the  compcosa 
tions  in  such  cases  as  he  uiall  judge  necessary  and 
expedient. 

2d.  The  period  of  thirty  days  will,  in  most 
cases,  be  sumcient  for  taking  the  lists  of  individu- 
als, and  delivering  tbem  to  the  principal  assess- 
ors ;  and  some  time  ought  to  be  prescribed,  within 
which  the  business  should  be  performed.  It  is, 
however,  understood,  that  tbe  doings  of  the  a$sea»- 
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ois  will  be  ralid,  though  not  perTonned  wiihia 
thirty  days ;  and  that  they  will  oe  entitled  to  com- 
pensatioa  for  such  time  as  may  be  realty  necessa- 
ry, aod  during  which  they  may  be  diligently  em- 
ployed. The  Commissioners  will  judge,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  whether  the 
penalty  imposed  by  the  serenteeuth  section  has, 
or  has  not,  been  ineuned,  aad  will  be  governed 
accordingly.  • 

3d.  The  direction  in  the  9th  section,  requiring 
a  particular  description  of  dwelling-houses,  and 
other  buildings,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  num- 
ber and  dimensions  of  windows,  bas  occanoned 
considerable  discontent ;  tbe  unpoiralarity  and  la- 
bor occasioned  by  tbe  necessiiy  of  this  detail,  has 
been  already  encountered  in  tbe  Eastern  Sutes ; 
bat  as  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States,  as  tbe  popular  objections  are  rep- 
resented to  be  very  embarrassiog  to  the  assessors, 
particularly  in  Pennsylvania,  it  is  respectfully  sug- 
gested to  be  expedient  to  vary  the  law,  so  as  to 
require  no  other  tbui  a  general  description  of 
dwelUng-hoases,  and  other  buildings,  with  their 
value. 

4th.  The  term  of  fifteen  days  appears  to  be  suf- 
ficient, as  a  general  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing appeals;  and  the  time  for  determiniog  them 
is  deemed  to  be  discretionary,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Coiamlssionera.  No  objection,  however, 
ocenrs  against  vesting  an  authority  to  prolong  the 
lime  for  receiving  appeals  in  special  cases. 

I  apprehend  greater  difficulties  from  tbe  trouble 
ud  expense  which  wilt  attend  (be  calculation  of 
the  sums  to  be  paid  by  individuals,  according  to  the 
act  imposing  a  direct  tax,  than  from  any  cause 
whatever ;  aod  I  fear  that,  in  some  quarters  of  the 
country,  they  will  ereatly  retard  the  final  execu- 
tion of  the  law.  If  it  shall  be  thought  expedient 
to  attempt  a  reconsideration  and  revisal  of  the 
act,  and  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  tbe  committee,  I 
wiU  particularly  explain  my  sentiments  on  this 
sobject. 

For  the  purpose  of  general  information  in  re- 
spect to  the  details  of  the  valuations.  I  have  tbe 
hoDor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  circular  letters  to 
(be  Commissioners,  dated  the  7tb  of  August,  and 
8th  of  September,  1798. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
Tbe  Hon.  R.  G.  Harpsb,  Esq., 
CAotrmott  Ommtaee  if  Wagt  and  Meant. 


MINT. 


[Communicated  to  CtmgrMs,  Jan.  81, 1799.] 

Otntlemen  of  the  Senate^and 

OviUkmen  of  the  Uoute  of  Sqtretmtalivet  t 
I  have  recaved  a  report  from  the  DireetOT  of 
the  Hint,  on  the  state  of  the  business  committed 
to  his  saperintendence  and  a  statement  of  the 
unnage  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the 


year  1798,  which  it  is  proper  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress. JOHN  ADAMS. 
Jandart  31,  1799. 

To  the  Frmdent  of  the  Untied  States  : 

The  Director  of  the  Mint  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
review  his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  uisi- 
ness  committed  to  bis  superintendence,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Government. 

With  pleasure  he  refers  tbe  President  to  the  en- 
closed returns  of  issues  of  the  several  species  of 
coin  from  the  Mint,  since  the  first  of  January, 
1798;  during  which  time  the  coinage  has  been 
stopped  near  three  months,  occasioned  by  the  late 
calamitous  fever,  and  the  decay  of  some  of  the  ma- 
chinery. Yet,  by  these  returns,  it  will  appear  that 
tbe  coinage  of  gold  amounts,  in  value,  to  205,610 
ddlars ;  that  ofsilver.  to  330,291  dollars ;  and  that 
of  copper,  to  9,797  dollara ;  in  the  whole,  amount- 
ing to  545,696  dollars;  exceeding,  in  valu&  nearly 
double  what  has  ever  been  coined  at  the  Mint  in 
any  one  preceding  year,  and  increases  tbe  whole 
amount  of  the  coinage,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  business,  in  October,  1794,  to  483,245  dol- 
lars, in  gold  ;  792,643  dollars,  75  cents,  in  silver  > 
and  41,004  dollars,  74  cents,  in  copper;  amount- 
ing, in  tbe  whole,  to  1,316.S93  dollars,  49  cents. 

From  information  the  Director  has  received,  he 
bas  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  a  full  supply  of  sil- 
ver bullion  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  the  present  es- 
tablishment of  the  Mint;  and  the  frequent  depos- 
ites  of  gold,  give  him  encouragement  to  $upp<ue 
a  proportiouate  supply  of  that  precious  metal  will 
be  kept  up.  The  present  arrangement,  with  re- 
gard to  copper  coin,  will  enable  tne  Director,  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  next  Summer,  to  supply  any 
demand  that  is  likely  to  be  made  for  cento,  and  at 
present  there  are  a  considerable  number  on  hand. 

The  Director  cannot,  with  propriety,  close  this 
report,  without  mentioning  that,  during  tbe  last 
Summer,  a  scheme  was  discovered  for  robbing  the 
Mint,  by  persons  out  of  it,  in  concert  with  a  per- 
son employed  in  the  Mint ;  and  although  the  of- 
fenders have  been  detected,  prosecuted,  and  pun- 
ished, yet  it  fully  justifies  the  observations  hereto- 
fore offered  to  the  President,  OD  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  Mint,  to  which  the  Director  b^leave 
to  refer. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Pres- 
ident. 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  Director. 
Mint  of  the  Unitso  States, 

January  3, 1799. 

Statement  of  the  Coiiiage  at  the  Mint  of  the  Unit' 
ed  States,  for  the  year  1796. 
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979,700  Cents        -      -      -  9,797 


$545,698 

BENJAMIN  RUSH. 

Mint  op  tbb  United  States. 

TYeantrer'a  qffice,  Jan.  3, 1799. 


EQUALIZATION  OF  THE  DUTIES  ON  IM- 
PORTS FROM  INDIA. 

[Gommmueatcd  to  the  8enat«,  Fthnwry  S8,  1799] 
Tlie  SeOTStan  of  the  Treuaiy,  to  whom 
by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statei,  on  die 
S4th  of  May,  1798,  the  petition  of  William  Gray,  Jr. 
and  odiar  merelunu  of  die  State  ot  Manaehueetta, 
ZHfeetfoyy  aabnita      Ibllowit^  i^rt : 

The  petitioners  are  merefaants  concerned  in 
trade  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  British 
East  Indies ;  the  stock  exported  by  them  from  the 
United  States  consisted  principally  of  Spanish 
milled  dollars ;  these  dollars  were  inTested,  at  Cal- 
cutta, in  merchandise,  at  the  rate  and  exchange  of 
two  handred  and  fifteen  sicca  rupees  for  one  nun- 
dred  Spaaish  dollars.  By  the  40th  section  of  the 
collection  law,  passed  on  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
the  rvpee  of  Bengal,  by  which  the  ticca  rupee,  a 
coin  of  India,  is  supposed  to  have  been  intended, 
is  ralued  at  fifty-five  and  a  half  cents,  in  money 
of  the  United  States. 

The  ColleetOT  of  the  Customs  at  Salem  required 
the  petitioners  to  exhibit  the  original  cost  of  the 
merchandise  imported  by  them,  in  akea  rupeeB^  to 
which  he  added  twenty  per  cent.,  porsnant  to  the 
direction  in  the  39th  seeticnt  of  the  collection  taw, 
and  upon  this  amount  of  rupees,  reduced  to  money 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  fifty -five  and  a 
half eentsper rupee,  theadvatoremdutyoftwelre 
and  a  halt  per  cent,  has  been  demanded. 

The  petitioners  represent  the  value  of  the  rupee, 
as  declared  in  the  collection  law,  to  be  excessive ; 
and  as  the  goods  irajKn-ted  by  tbem  were  in  fact 
purchased  with  Spanish  dollars,  they  request  that 
they  may  allowed  to  exhibit  the  cost  of  the  said 

¥K>ds  in  dollars,  and  to  pay  duties  accordingly, 
hey  further  represent,  that  this  indulgence  nas 
been  fraated  In  some  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  have  been  injured  by  the  unequal 
construction  of  the  law  in  different  officers. 

The  Secretary  has  examined  the  subject,  and 
is  satisfied  that  the  petition  contains  a  candid 
statement  of  all  the  facts  within  the  knowledge  of 
thepetitioners. 

The  following  is  an  illustration  of  the  mode  of 
calculation  adopted  by  the  coUecior,  and  also  of 
the  proposed  suostitute. 

lat.  By  the  rule  adopted  by  the  collector,  the  Span- 
ish dollars  were  reduced  to  rupees, 
at  the  cDirent  market  value  j  or^  aa 
in  the  ease  stated  in  the  petition, 
100  dollars  were  valued,  in  rupees,  at  R.  215  00 


To  which  20  per  cent,  was  added,  ac- 
cording to  the  39th  section  of  the 
collection  law,  or  -         -        43  00 


J7.  258  00 


The  above  sum  of  258  rupees,  reduced 
to  money  of  the  United  EUates,  at 
fifty-five  and  a  half  cents  per  rupee,  is 
equal  to      -        -        -        •     $143  19 

Upon  which  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  being  computed,  produced 
to  the  revenue,  for  ttie  proceeds  of 
100  dollars,  invested  in  merchandise, 
at  the  exchai^e  of  215  rapeea  per 

100  doHars,  the  sum  of        -         -        17  90 

2d.  But  the  rule  so^ested  by  the  petiti(»ers 
would  give  the  following  result: 
OrigiofQ  investment,  in  dollars,       •      100  00 
To  which  add  twenty  i>er  cent,  accor- 
ding to  the  39th  secti<»  of  the  col- 
lection law,  -        -        •        -       20  00 

fiaooo 

The  rate  of  duty,  at  twdve  and  a  half 

per  cent,  computed  on  120  d(dlars, 

would  give  to  the  revenue  only     -        15  00 

The  question  under  consideration  is  importaot. 
both  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  merchants :  for  if 
the  principles  asanmed  by  the  petitioners  are  cor- 
rect, an  excess,  amountins  to  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  legal  duties,  has  been  demaDded. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  course  of  his  inquihei  am 
this  subject,  has  ascertained  the  following  facts : 

1st.  That  doUara  are  not  considered  as  vusmof 
in  Bengal,  and  that  the  price  is  variable ;  that,  a( 
late,  dollars  have  been  worth  from  212  to  215  sic- 
ca rupees  per  100  dollars. 

2d.  That  there  are  various  kind  of  money  kaowm 
in  India,  under  the  ^eral  denomination  r»- 
pee»i  of  which  the  sicca  rupee,  a  real  coin,  is  un- 
derstood to  be  the  standard. 

3d.  That,  by  assa/s  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  the  extrinsic  value  of  the  sicca  rupee, 
when  compared  with  money  of  the  United  StatesL 
is  found  to  be  forty-seven  cents. 

4th.  That  the  current  rupee  is  an  ideiU  money 
o{  account,  the  value  of  which  is  sixteen  per  cent. 
below  that  of  the  sicca  rupee. 

5th.  That  the  accounta  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany are  kept  in  currerU  rupees ;  that  fonoerly, 
invoices  sent  to  the  United  States  were  made  out 
in  the  same  currency,  but  that,  latterly,  invoices 
are  made  out  in  sicca  rupees,  it  having  been  un- 
derstood that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  were  granted  with  reference  to  that 
description  of  money. 

^h.  That  bifls  of  exchange  on  London,  paraUe 
from  six  to  fifteen  months  after  si^t,  have  m  laie 
rears  been  n^tiated  at  Bengal,  at  various  rates, 
from  two  shiUings  to  two  shillings  and  ^xpenee 
sterlingjjper  current  rupee. 

7th.  Tnat  the  pagoda  of  India  is  Talued,  in  the 
collection  law,  at  one  doUar  and  ninety-foor  ecatt, 
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whereas,  the  intrinsic  value  of  this  coin  is  found, 
by  assays  at  the  Mint,  to  be  no  more  than  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy  cents. 

The  Secretary  is  of  opinion  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  rupee  and  pagoda  of  India  are  estimated 
above  their  intrinsic  value,  when  compared  with 
coins  of  tbe  United  States,  yet,  that  the  rule  now 
established  cannot  be  inequUable,  because  il  is 
from  its  nature  invariabU,  and  must  at  all  times 
subject  merchants,  who  purchase  of  the  same  qual- 
ity, at  one  price,  in  India,  to  the  payment  of  the 
same  amount  of  duties  in  the  United  States.  If 
these  coins  should  be  estimated  at  a  less  value  than 
at  present,  no  other  consequence  would  follow 
than  a  reduction  of  the  present  established  rates  of 
daties,  which,  coosidenn^  the  nature  of  the  trade, 
cannot  be  deemed  excessive. 

The  rule  suggested  by  tbe  petitioners,  of  constd- 
erii^  the  ralue  of  our  money,  or  even  of  foreign 
money,  in  the  United  States,  as  the  criterion  for 
determining  the  cost  of  merchandise  in  foreign 
(ountries,  appears  to  be  inadmissible ;  gold  and  sil- 
ver, when  exported,  can  be  considered  in  no  other 
ri^bt  than  as  merchandise,  witliout  subverting  that 
principle  of  the  revenue  laws  which  has  estabUsh- 
ed  foreign  currencies,  or  moneys  of  account,  as 
the  criteria  for  computing  the  duties  ad  valorem. 
The  consequences  of  an  abandonment  of  this 
principle  might,  on  some  occasions,  exceedingly 
embarrass  commerce,  by  causing  a  sudden  export- 
ation of  the  specie  capital  of  the  country ;  at  any 
rate,  the  revenue  would  fluctuate  with  the  course 
of  exchange  and  the  variations  of  the  prices  of  our 
enorts  in  foreign  markets. 

The  Secretary  finds  that  a  few  entries  were  ad- 
mitted at  New  York,  on  which  the  invoice  prices 
of  India  merchandise  were  computed  in  dculars ; 
the  mistake  was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and 
corrected.  As,  therefore,  the  petitioners  will,  in 
future,  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  an  une- 
qual opereration  of  the  law,  tbe  Secretary  is  of 
opinion  that  the  interposition  of  the  L^ptlature, 
in  this  case,  is  not  expedient. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

TsBABURY  Department,  February  27, 1799. 


REPORT 


From  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiyt  of  the  sums  neee*- 
nry  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  1799. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  tbe  Hou!>e  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  that,  for  the  service  of  the  vear  1799, 
the  following  appropriations,  as  detailed  in  the 
estimates  herewith  transmitted,  appear  to  be  ne- 
cessary: 

For  the  Civil  List,  or  the  support  of 
Government,  including  tbe  con  tin- 
gent  expenses  of  the  several  De- 
partments and  offices,  the  sum  of    $504,206  83 

For  defraying  the  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  several  Loan  Offices, 
and  for  books  and  stationery  as 


heretofore  allowed  by  temporanr 
acts  of  Congress,  the  last  of  which 
will  expire  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent year,         -  13,000  00 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 
grants,   1,603  33 

For  the  support  of  the  Mint  Estab- 
lishment,        -  -     1^300  00 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  including  a  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  esti- 
mated as  being  requisite  for  the 
relief  of  destitute  seamen,  end  ex- 
clusive of  tbe  annual  appropria- 
tion of  forty  thousand  dollar^  au- 
thorized by  tbe  act  of  Bilareh  lOtk 
1798,   63,000  00 

For  thA  payment  of  expenses  inci- 
dent to  tbe  treaties  with  Great 
Briuin,  Spain,  and  the  Mediterrm- 
nean  Powers,    .      -      -       -    187,500  00 

For  the  support  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers,  4^S81  08 

For  the  ordinary  contingent  expenses 
of  (government,        -      -       -     20,000  00 

For  establishing  trading-houses  with 
tbe  Indians,  being  the  amount  un- 
expended of  a  former  appropria- 
tion, which  will  expire  at  the  close 
of  tbe  present  year.    -  110,000  00 

For  satisfying  miscellaneous  claims 
and  expenses,  including  an  addi- 
tional estimate  for  the  purposes  of 
the  act  of  June  17th,  1798,  respect- 
ing Loan  Office  and  Final  Settle- 
ment Certificates,  &c.,       -      •     19,000  00 

For  the  Military  Department,  viz : 

The  support  of  the  Army,  including 
pay,  rations, clothing, hospital,  onf^ 
nance,  Q,uartermaster,  and  Indian 
expenses ;  the  defensive  protection 
of  the  frontiers,  and  contingencies, 
agreeably  to  the  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  -  $4,202,005 

From  which  may  be  deducted  the 
sum  appropriated  by  the  act  of 
July  loth,  1798,  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  under  the  act  to  aug- 
ment the  Army  of  \he  Unit«l 
States.      -  900,000 

Leaving  to  be  prorided  for,      -      3,302,005  00 

For  the  payment  of  Military  pen- 
sions,   93,400  00 

For  the  Navy  Dq>artmentjpttrmumt 
to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Afaey,  mz  : 

For  completing  the  ships  ordered  to 
be  built  by  acts  of  Congress,  671,504  34 

Arms  and  Militarv  stores,     -       -    233,000  00 

Contingencies  and  casualties,        -    100,000  00 

The  expense  of  maintaining  the  pre- 
sent Naval  Establishmoit,  inclu- 
ding the  Marine  Corps,  for  an  en- 
tire year,  it  computed  at  two  mil- 
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UoDs  fotur  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  one  hundred  aod  eighty 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents,  but,  as  the 
whole  number  of  ships  will  not  be 
in  service  more  than  six  months 
of  the  year  1799,  the  sum  required 
for  that  year  is  estimated  at  no 
more  than  •  -  -  1,862,112  42 
For  the  support  of  eight  revenue 
cotters  during  the  year  1799,  117,591  92 


Toul  amount,       -      -      -       2,984;S08  59 
From  which  sum  is  deducted  a  bal- 
ance of  former  appropriations,  ap- 

SUcable  to  the  purp<»es  stated  in 
le  foregoing  estimate,       -      -    823,887  14 


Leaving  to  be  provided  for  the  sum  of  - 2,160,331  46 


Making  in  the  whole     -      -       96,531,612  69 


The  funds  out  of  which  appropriatioos  may  be 
made  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  are — 

Ist.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  proceeds  of  duties  od  imports  and  tonna^ 
which  will  accrue  in  the  year  1799,  which  sum  is, 
by  law,  annually  reserved  for  the  expense  and  sup- 
port of'  Government. 

2d.  The  surplus  of  revenue  and  income,  which 
majr  accrue  to  the  end  of  the  year  1799,  after  sat- 
isfying the  objects  for  which  appropriations  have 
been  heretofore  made ;  and, 

3d.  The  proceeds  of  the  loans  which  may  be  ne- 
gotiated on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
suitnt  to  either  or  both  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  16th  of  July,  1798 ;  the  one,  entitled 
"Anact  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  money  for  the  public  service^" 
and  the  other,  entitled  "  An  act  making  certain 
apin'opriations,  and  to  authorize  the  President  to 
obtain  a  loan  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax." 

The  Secretary  respectfully  observes,  tha(  the 
expenses  of  the  revenue  cutters  hav^beeo  hitherto 
deirayed,  bv  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs,  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
and  charged  in  their  accounts  as  expenditures  in- 
cident to  the  collectioD  of  the  said  revenue.  Seve- 
ral of  the  cutters  now  in  service  are,  however,  well 
calculated  for  co-operatiag  with  larger  ships  for 
the  defence  of  the  sea-coast  and  of  commerce^  and, 
while  so  employed,  order  and  economy  wiU  be 
promoted  by  an  arrangement  for  subjecting  the 
expenditures  to  the  control  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. On  this  ffround  the  expediency  of  an  ap- 
propriation for  defraying  the  expenses  of  several 
of  tne  said  cutters,  is  submitted. 

The  Secretary  also  transmits  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  prior  to  the  first  day  of  October  last,  be- 
ing the  latest  period  to  which  an  account  can  be 
prepared. 

AU  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  TSiaiury. 

Tbeasoet  Dbpabtmbnt,  Dec.  22,  1798. 


OUTSTANDING  CERTIFICATES. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  Che 
oi&er  of  die  House  of  Representative^  of  th«  \4A. 
December,  1797,  lespeetftUly  sobnits  the  fidkwteg 
Report: 

That,  according  to  the  best  estimate  which  can 
be  fbrmed,  after  a  careful  revision  of  former  com- 
munications to  Congress,  and  on  examination  of 
the  public  records,  it  appears  that  the  following 
sums  were  barred  by  the  operation  of  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1795.  entitled  "  An  act  making  provision 
for  the  support  of  public  credit,  aod  f«  the  re- 
demption ot  the  Public  Debt." 
In  Loan  OflBce  certificates,  bearing  interest  on  a 
nominal  capital  of  943,500,  the  specie  value  of 
which  is  estimated  at        -         -  $27,935  00 
In  Loan  OflBce  certificates,  bearing  in- 
terest on  the  specie  value   -         -  147,1M  53 
In  final  settlement  certificates,  of  ^1 

kinds  _         .         -         -  96;806  69 

In  indent  of  interests  of  all  kinds  -  70,053  18 
The  amount  of  arrearages  of  interest 
prior  to  January  1, 1791,  on  the  cer- 
tificates aforesaid,  which,  by  the 
funding  act  of  August  4, 1790,  were 
liable  to  become  three  per  cenL 
stock,  are  computed  at      -        -  164^  00 


Making,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  sup- 
posed to  be  barred  by  the  act  of 
March  3, 1795     -         -         -  505^  40 


But  though  the  public  accoiinta  exhibit  the 
sums  aforesaid  as  being  outstanding^  there  is  les- 
son to  believe  that  the  amount  which  would  he 
claimed,  if  the  act  of  limitation  should  be  sus- 
pended, is  much  less  considerable.  The  accounts 
of  the  Treasury  comprising  transactions  of  great 
extent,  in  various  offices,  and  for  a  period  of  twen- 
ty years,  canooi,  in  these  particubrs,  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  entirely  free  from  errors.  Consid- 
erable allowances  ought  also  to  be  made  for  the 
toss  and  destruction  of  certificates  by  accidents, 
during  so  long  a  period.  This  is  to  be  inferred, 
no  less  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  than  from  ob- 
servations upon  tbd  course  of  business  nt  the 
Treasury.  The  amount  of  the  princinal  certifi- 
cates funded  in  the  year  1795,  was  only  971,5M 
59^d  in  the  year  ITM,,  no  more  than  $37,335  01. 

The  Loan  Office  certificates  were  issued  under 
welt  devised  checks  and  precautions,  and  it  is  not 
known  that  they  have  ever  been  successfully 
counterfeited.  Of  the  indents  of  interests,  by  fix 
the  greatest  part  were  ^nted  on  inper  manufac- 
tured for  that  sole  purpose,  of  which  no  counter- 
feits have  appeared. 

The  sums  m  the  final  settlement  certificates  are 
all  expressed  in  manuscript  writing.  Thesesums 
have  frequenily  been  altered  in  a  manner  to  defeat 
every  scrutiny,  except  that  arising  from  a  cmn- 
parison  with  the  original  marginal  checks.  The 
arrangements  made  at  the  Treasury  are  stub, 
that  ^rgeries  can  almost  always  be  detected ;  but 
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aa  examinatioD  to  preclude  aay  considerable  risk, 
voald  be  tedious,  and  require  great  care  and  at- 
trition. 

The  Secretary  haviog  stated  such  facts  respect- 
ing the  certificates  in  question,  as  he  coaceires 
most  likely  to  be  inSuential  in  favor  of  a  repeat 
of  the  act  of  limitation,  attempts  with  diffidence 
to  fulfil  the  remaining  duty  enjoined  upon  him. 
He,  howerer,  bubmits  the  loUowiog  obserratioos 
to  the  indulgence  of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

1.  That  it  was  an  important  principle  in  the 
establishment  of  the  system  for  the  reduction  of 
tbe  public  debt,  to  ascertain  its  possible  exieot. 

3.  That  the  proposition  to  the  creditors  was  in 
itself  reasonable,  and  conducive  alike  to  public 
informalioD  and  individual  security,  and  that  the 
propriety  of  the  measure,  as  a  general  rule,  can- 
not now  be  questioned,  without  innovating  upon 
a  nrstem  which  was  deliberately  establisbra. 

3.  That  without  impairing  tne  genual  rule,  a 
mode  of  relief  can  be  devised  for  all  such  eases, 
'of  accident  or  misfortune,  as  on  principles  of  equi- 
ty ought  to  be  deemed  ezceptions. 

4.  That  a  general  repeal  of  the  act  of  limita- 
tion, at  this,  time,  would  operate  as  a  revival  of 
claims,  which,  for  a  year  past,  have  had  no  l^al 
validity. 

But  if,  on  a  consideration  of  all  circumstances, 
a  repeal  of  the  act  of  limitation,  in  respect  to 
certificates  and  indents,  shall  be  deemed  proper, 
the  Secretary,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  iocon- 
Teniences  which  would  result  from  a  further  in- 
crease of  that  description  of  capital  stock,  which 
is  in  a  train  of  reimbursement,  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  propositions  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tbe  Hottse : 

1.  That  an  appropriation  of  money  be  made, 
sufficient  to  discnarge  the  principal  of  the  Loan 
Office  and  final  settlement  certmcates,  with  the 
interest  thereon  since  January,  1791,  and  also  the 
principal  of  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt  cred- 
ited in  the  books  of  the  Treasury  and  Loan  01- 
fice :  and  that  it  be  declared  hy  law  that  interest 
on  tne  debts  aforesaid  shall  cease  from  and  after 
the  of  . 

2.  That  tbe  creditors  be  allowed  to  receive  the 
arrearages  of  interest  on  the  debts  aforesaid,  prior 
to  January,  1791,  in  funded  three  per  cent,  stock, 
or  to  receive  certificates  for  said  arrearages  of  in- 
terest, as  debts  hereafter  to  be  provided  for  by 
Congress. 

3.  That  an  appropriation  he  made  to  satisfy 
such  balances  as  shall  be  allowed  on  settlements 
at  the  Treasury,  of  transactioos  during  the  late 
war,  and  that  hereafter,  no  certificates  of  unfunded 
or  reeisteied  debt  be  issued. 

4.  That  a  time  be  limited  by  law,  after  which 
credits  on  the  books  of  tbe  Treasury  for  transac- 
tions during  the  late  war.  which,  according  to  tbe 
course  of  the  Treasury,  have  hitherto  been  dis- 
charged by  issuing  certificates  of  registered  debt 
ahaU  be  barred  and  declared  void,  unless  claimet 
Irjr  the  proper  eredilon,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives. 

The  amount  of  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt 


now  credited  in  the  public  books,  is  about  eighty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  This  sum  is  due  lo  about 
five  hundred  and  seventy-five  creditors,  of  whom 
more  than  five  hundred  and  forty  are  creditors 
for  sums  under  two  hundred  dollars  each.  The 
tronble  of  calculating  dividends.and  keeping  the 
accounts,  would  at  least  be  saved,  if  the  proposi- 
tions submitted  shall  be  adopted  by  Congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  ?ubmitted  by 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  • 
Secretary  of  the  Treancry. 

Tbbasdbt  Dspabthbnt,  JfmMoery  8, 1798. 


OROAMZATION  OF  TBE  ARMY. 

[Communicated  to  Congress,  Dec  81, 1798.] 

Genlltmtn  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hotue  of  Rqtreeeniativet  ; 

A  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  to 
me  on  the  24th  of  this  month,  relative  to  tbe  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  1  think  it  my  duty  to  trans- 
mit to  Congress,  and  recommend  to  their  consid- 
eration. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

December  31, 1798. 

The  Secretaiy  of  War  respectfully  reports  to  the  Pro*- 
ideot  of  the  United  States  : 

That  there  are  several  subjects,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  will  deserve  the  attention  of  Congress, 
to  render  the  Military  Establishment  more  man- 
ageable and  systematic;  and  procure  to  it  the 
means  of  future  improvement. 

It  is  not  presumed  that  CongreM  will  think  it 
prudent  to  relinquish  any  of  the  measures  of  se- 
curity which  have  been  so  wisely  adopted ;  nor 
need  it  be  observed,  that  any  relaxation  in  these 
may  frustrate  their  object,  by  afibrdioff  arguments 
of  weakness  or  Irresofutioti.  It  may  be  true,  that 
some  late  occurrences  have  rendered  the  project 
of  invasion  by  France  improbable,  or  more  re- 
mote ;  yet  only  considering' the  rapid  vicissitudes, 
at  alt  times,  of*  political  and  military  events ;  the 
extraordinary  fluctuations  which  have  been  pecu- 
liarly characteristic  of  the  still  subsisting  con- 
test in  Europe ;  and  the  more  extraordinary  posi- 
tion of  most  of  the  principal  nations  of  tl^t  quar- 
ter of  the  globe ;  it  can  never  be  wise  to  vary 
our  measures  of  security,  with  the  eoniiniialljr 
varying  aspect  of  European  affairs.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  very  obvious  policy  dictates  to  us,  astren- 
uous  endeavor,  as  far  as  nuiy  be  practicable,  to 
place  our  safety  oat  of  the  reach  of  the  casnal- 
ties  which  may  befall  tbe  contendiiig-parties,  and 
the  Powers  more  immediately  within  their  vorti- 
ces. Paying  due  respect  to  this  state  of  things; 
regarding  tne  overthrow  of  a  large  portion  of 
Europe  as  not  entirely  chimerical,  and  standing 
as  it  were  in  the  midst  of  falling  empires,  it  will 
be  our  prudence  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  self-de- 
pendence, and  endeavor,  by  unremitting  vigi- 
lance and  exertion,  under  the  bleuing  of  Prori- 
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deae^  to  hold  the  scales  of  onr  destinjr  in  our 
own  hands.  In  offering  these  preliminary  obser- 
vations, the  Secretary  presents  nothing  new  to 
the  President ;  most,  if  not  all  of  them  have  re- 
ceived, directly  or  impliedly,  io  his  commanica- 
tions  to  Congress,  his  deliberate  sanction  and  au- 
thority. 

Circumstanced  as  the  United  States  now  are, 
the  progress  of  public  danger  may  render  an  ex- 
tension of  mibtary  preparations  indispensable, 
and  a  proper  orgaoizatioa  for  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  extremely  beneficial. 

Io  proportion  as  the  policy  of  the  country  is 
adverse  to  extenrive  military  establishments,  it 
ought  to  be  our  care  to  render  the  principles  of 
our  military  system  as  perfect  as  possible ;  our  en- 
deavor, to  turn  to  the  best  account,  such  force  as 
we  at  any  time  may  have  od  foot,  and  to  provide 
an  eligible  sUndard  for  the  at^meotattoDs  to 
which  particular  emergencies  may  compel  a  re- 
sort. 

In  these  views  it  is  conceived  the  organization 
of  our  military  force  would  be  much  improved, 
by  modelling  it  according  to  the  following  plan : 

1.  That  a  regiment  of  infantry,  composed  as  at 
present  of  two  battalions,  and  each  rattalion  of 
five  companies,  consist  of  one  colonel ;  two  ma- 
jors, a  first  and  second ;  one  adjutant,  one  quar- 
termaster, and  one  paymaster,  each  of  whom 
shall  be  a  lieuteoaat  j  one  surgeon,  and  two  sur- 
geon's mates;  ten  captains;  ten  first  lieutenants 
and  ten  second  lieutenants,  besides 'the  three  lieu- 
tenants above  mentioned ;  two  cadets,  with  the 
paj  and  emoluments  ol  sergeants ;  two  serjeant 
majors ;  two  quartnrnastw  sergeants ;  two  chief 
musiefans,  first  wad  second,  twenty  other  musi- 
cians, forty  sergeants,  forty  corporals,  and  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  privates. 

3.  That  a  regiment  of  dragoons  consist  of  ten 
mtops,  making  five  squadrons,  and  the  following 
officers  and  men,  viz :  one  colonel ;  two  majors,  a 
first  and  second;  one  adjutant,  one  quartermas- 
ter, and  one  paymaster,  each  of  whom  shall  be 
a  lieutenant;  one  surgeon,  and  two  surgeon's 
metes ;  ten  captains ;  ten  first,  and  ten  second  lieu- 
tenants, besides  the  three  lieutenants  above  men- 
tioned; five  cadets,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  sergeants;  two  sergeant  majors;  two  quarter- 
master sergeants ;  two  chief  musicians,  first  and 
second;  ten  other  musicians ;  forty  sei^^eants;  for- 
ty oorpocals;  and  nine  hundred  and  twenty  pri- 
vates. The  privates^  including  to  each  troop  one 
saddler,  one  blacksmith,  and  one  boot-maker. 

3.  That  a  regiment  of  artillery  consist  of  four 
battalions  ;  each  battalion  of  four  companies, 
and  of  the  following  officers  and  men,  viz;  one 
colonel;  four  majors;  one  adjutant,  one  quarter- 
master, and  ■one  paymaster,  each  of  whom  shall 
be  a  lieutenant;  one  surgeon  and  two  surgeon's 
mates;  sixteen  captains;  sixteen  first  and  sixteen 
second  lieutenants,  besides  the  three  lieutenants 
ahoYC  mentioned ;  thirty-two  cadets,  with  the  pay 
and  emoluments  as  at  present  established ;  four 
sergeant  majors ;  four  quartermaster  sergeants ; 
sutty-^our  se^:eants{  sixty-four  ctMporals;  one 
chief  miisieians,  and  ten  other  mnsieians;  and 


eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  privates,  ineiuding 
to  each  company  eight  artificers. 

The  principal  reasons  for  this  organization  will 
be  briefly  sngsested  and  explained. 

1st.  It  will  oe  observed,  that  the  proposed  pro- 
portion  of  men  to  officers  in  the  infantry  and  cav- 
alry is  considerably  greater  than  by  the  present  es- 
lablishmeot.  This  presents,  in  the  first  places 
the  advantaa:e  of  economy.  By  the  proportional 
decrease  of  the  officers,  savings  will  result  in  their 
pay,  subsistence,  and  the  transportation  of  their 
Dag^age ;  and  the  last  eircumstadce,  br  lessening 
the  impediments  of  an  army,  is  also  fmrorable  to 
the  celerity  of  its  movements. 

2d.  The  command  of  each  officer  will  become 
more  respectable.  This  will  be  an  inducement 
to  respectable  men  to  accept  military  appoint- 
ments, and  it  will  be  an  incentive  to  exertioa 
among  those  who  shall  be  engaged,  by  upholding 
that  justifiable  pride,  which  is  a  necessary  ingre- 
dient in  the  military  character.  A  com^ny  will 
then  admit  of  an  eligible  sub^vision  into  {dat- 
oons,  sections,  and  demi-sections,  each  of  a  pei^ 
feet  front. 

3d.  Each  battalion  will  be  of  the  size  judged 
proper  for  a  manoeuvring  column  in  the  find, 
and  it  is  that  portion  of  an  army  which  in  the 
mont  approved  system  of  tactics  is  destined  to 
fulfil  this  object.  A  battalion,  according  to  the 
best  judges,  sanctioned  by  experience,  ought  nei- 
ther to  M  too  unwieldy  for  rapid  movements^  nor 
so  small  as  to  multiply  too  much  the  sub-divis- 
ions, and  render  each  incapable,  either  of  a  vigor- 
ous impulse  or  resistance. 

4th.  The  proportion  of  officers  to  men  ought 
not  to  be  greater  than  is  adequate  to  the  due  man- 
agement and  command  of  them.  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  this  point  will  satisfy  every  judge, 
that  the  number  now  proposed  will  be  adequate 
to  both.  And  it  is  illustrated  by  the  expectation, 
that  our  fundamental  orders,  in  conformity  with 
those  of  the  nations  of  Europe  generally,  ought 
to  place  our  infantry  in  three  ranks,  to  oppose  if 
an  enemy  who  shall  be  in  the  same  order,  aa 
equal  mass  for  attack  or  defence. 

But  it  is  not  intended  to  recommend  a  present 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  rank  and  file,  to 
the  proposed  standard.  It  is  only  wished  that  it 
may  be  adopted  provisionally,  as  that  of  the  war 
establishment. 

The  regiments  which  have  been  authorized 
may  continue,  in  this  respect  upon  the  footing  al- 
ready prescribed;  leaving  the  actual  augmenu- 
tion  to  depend  on  events  which  may  create  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  increase  of  our  force 

The  other  alterations  recommended,  have  rela- 
tion rather  to  systematic  propriety,  than  to  vary 
important  military  effects. 

Ist.  The  term  lieutenant  colonel,  in  our  present 
establishment,  has  a  relative  signification,  without 
anything,  in  fact,  to  which  it  relates:  it  was  in- 
troduced during  our  revolutionary  war  to  facili- 
tate exchanges  of  prisoners,  as  our  then  enemv 
united  the  grade  of  colonel  with  that  of  geoerat 
But  the  permanent  forms  of  our  miliury  system 
ought  to  be  regulated  by  principle,  not  by  the 
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changeable  ud  arbitrary  ftrraiutemetit  of  a  pecu- 
liar nation.  The  title  of  c(»onel,  which  has 
greater  respectability,  is  more  proper  for  the  com- 
maoder  of  a  regiment,  because  it  does  not,  ilbe 
the  other,  imply  a  relation  having  no  existence. 

2d.  The  term  ensign  is  changed  into  that  of 
lieutenant,  as  well  because  the  latter,  from  usage, 
has  additional  respectability,  o&riog  an  induce- 
ment  to  desirable  candidates,  as  because  the  for- 
mer, in  its  origin,  signified  a  standard  bearer,  and 
supposed  that  each  company  bad  a  distinct  stand- 
ard. 

This  in  practice  has  ceased  to  be  the  case,  and, 
for  a  variety  of  good  reasons,  a  standard  of  col- 
ors to  each  battuioa  of  infantry  is  deemed  suffi- 
oiuit.  This  standard  is  intended  to  be  confided 
to  a  cadet,  in  whom  it  may  be  expected  to  excite 
emulation  and  exertion.  The  multiplication  of 
grades,  inconvenient  in  exchanges,  is  thus  avoided. 

In  the  cavalry  it  is  proper  to  allow  a  standard 
to  each  squadron  consisting  of  two  troops,  and 
hence  it  is  proposed  to  have  five  cadets  to  a  regi- 
ment. 

3d.  The  nature  of  the  artillery  service  being 
conftantly  in  detachment,  renders  it  proper  to 
compose  a  regiment  of  a  greater  number  of  bat- 
talions than  the  other  corps.  This  our  present 
establishment  has  recognised.  But  there  is  now 
a  want  of  uniformity  wbich  leads  to  disorderly 
consequences ;  one  regiment  being  composed  of 
four  battalions,  the  other  of  three.  The  same  or- 
ganization ought  to  be  common  to  all.  The  di- 
minationof  the  number  of  the  musicians,  while 
it  will  save  expense,  is  also  warranted  by  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  ^e  artillery  service.  They  an- 
swer in  this  corps  few  of  the  purposes  they  are 
applied  to  in  the  infantry. 

Existing  laws  contemplate,  and  with  good  rea- 
son, that  the  aids  of  general  ofiicers  (except  of 
the  commander-in-chief)  shall  be  taken  from  the 
regiments;  but  they  do  not  provide,  that  when  so 
lajten.  their  places  in  the  regiment  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  others.  It  is  conceived,  that  this  ought 
to  be  the  case.  The  principles  of  the  establish- 
ment suppose,  for  example,  that  three  officers  to 
a  company  of  a  given  number,  are  the  just  and 
doe  proportion.  If,  when  an  officer  is  taken  from 
a  company  to  fill  one  of  the  stations  alluded  to, 
his  place  be  not  filled  by  another,  so  that  the  num- 
ber of  officers  to  a  company  may  remain  the  same, 
it  mast  follow  that  the  company  will  be  deficient 
in  officers.  It  is  true,  that  the  number  of  a  com- 
pany is  continnally  dmiinishing,  but  it  diminishes 
lo  officers  aa  mil  as  men ;  and  it  is  known  that 
the  jffoportion  is  varied.  Practice,  in  every  insti- 
tatioD,  ought  to  conform  to  principle,  or  there  will 
result  more  or  less  of  diswder.  An  army  is,  in 
many  respects,  a  machine,  of  which  the  displace- 
ment <^  any  of  the  organs,  if  permitted  to  con- 
tinue, injures  its  symmetry  and  energy,  and  leads 
to  disorder  and  weakness.  The  increase  of  the 
number  of  rank  and  file,  while  it  strengthens  the 
reasons  for  replacing  the  officers,  who  may  be  re-  : 
moved,  will  more  than  compensate,  in  point  of: 
economy,  for  the  addition  of  officers  by  the  sub- 
stitution. This  may  be  submitted  to  the  test  of  | 
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calculation.  But  though  the  place  of  an  officer, 
in  his  regiment,  ought  to  be  supplied  upon  any 
such  removal,  he  ought  not  to  lose  his  station  in 
the  regiment,  but  ought  to  rank  and  rise  as  if  he 
had  continued  to  serve  in  it. 

I  sbould  do  injustice  to  this  subject,  if  I  did  not 
acknowledge  that  this  plan  of  organization  had  re- 
ceived the  full  and  unequivocal  approbation  of  tbe 
Comraander-in -chief.  Lieutenant  (General  Wash- 
ington. 

The  annexed  schedule  (A)  will  show  in  one 
view  the  difference  between  the  present  and  the 
proposed  establiiihment. 

The  provision  that  aids-de-camp  and  officers  of 
inspeclt'on  shall  be  drawn  from  the  line  of  the 
Army,  is  not  restricted  as  to  grade.  There  ought 
to  he  snch  a  restriction.  The  aids  of  major  geh- 
erals  ought  not  to  be  taken  from  a  rank  superior 
to  that  of  captain,  nor  those  of  the  brigadiers  from 
a  rank  superior  to  that  of  first  tieiHenaot.  The 
rank  from  which  inspectois  mav  be  taken,  ought, 
in  like  manner,  to  be  limited  ;  those  of  brigades  to 
the  rank  of  captain ;  those  of  diviftions  to  that  of 
niajor.  This  will  guard  against  the  multiplica- 
tion of  superior  grades  by  removals  to  fill  such 
stations. 

The  two  companies  which  it  is^proposed  to  add 
to  the  actual  number  of  the  cavalry,  it  is  desirable 
should  be  raised  immediately.  If  this  agreed  to, 
they  might  receive  the  denomination  of  hussar 
companies — a  description  of  cavalry  extremely 
serviceable  in  an  army. 

It  is  incidentally  noticed  that  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion^ augmenting  (he  dragoon  corps  to  eight  com- 
panies, and  assignmg  to  it  a  lieutenant  colonel  and 
other  officers,  to  constitute  it  a  regiment,  has  not 
provided  a  surgeon  or  mate.  This  omission  will 
require  attention. 

If  there  shall  be  occasion  for  the  actual  employ- 
ment of  military  force,  a  corps  of  riflemen  will  be 
for  several  purposes  extremely  useful.  The  eligi- 
ble proportion  of  riflemen  to  infantry  of  the  line 
may  be  taken  at  a  twentieth.  It  is  submitted 
whether  a  specific  provision  to  this  effect  will  not 
be  proper  in  arranging  the  Army  for  a  war  estab- 
lishment. 

The  only  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a 
quartermaster  general  is  to  be  found  in  the  act  of 
the  S8tb  May,  authorizing  the  President  to  raise 
a  provisional  army,  which  limits  his  rank  and 
emoluments  to  those  of  lieutenant  colonel.  This 
provision  is  conceived  to  be  entirely  inadequate 
for  a  war  establishment.  The  military  duties  of 
the  officer  are  of  a  nature  to  render  it  of  the  first 
importance  in  an  army ;  demanding  gnat  and  pe- 
cuuar  abilities,  and  a  character  every  way  wor^ 
thy  of  trust.  Accordingly,  it  is  the  general  prac- 
tice, founded  upon  very  substantial  reasons,  to 
confide  it  to  an  officer  of  high  military  rank.  The 
probability  is  that,  without  a  similar  arrangement 
on  otir  part,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  command  a 
fit  character,  and,  in  taking  one  of  inferior  preten- 
sions, we  shall  subject  the  service  to  disadvan- 
tages out  of  all  proportion  to  any  objections 
which  may  be  supposed  to  militate  agamst  the 
oonferring  of  such  rank.  It  is  feared  that  an  ap- 
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poiDlmeat  under  such  a  provision,  will  only  create 
embarrassmeot  should  there  be  real  oecessity  for 
mililary  exertions,  and  that  the  alternative  must 
be  either  to  leave  the  army  destitute  of  so  neces- 
sary an  organ,  or  to  give  it  one  likely,  in  the  prog- 
ress of  things,  to  prove  unequal  to  the  task.  A 
new  provision  on  this  subject  appears  absolutely 
indispensable. 

The  Secretary  does  not  discover,  in  any  of  the 
acts,  the  necessary  provisioDsforihe  appoiotment 
of  bospital  officers,  or  a  hospital  estaolidinienL 
As  military  hospitals  are  indispensablfe  to  an  army, 
especially  in  tirne  of  war,  it  is  respectfully  sug- 
gwted  that  provision  od  the  subject  ought  to  he 
made  by  law,  and  that  the  regulatloDs  to  be  found 
in  the  resoluiions  of  tbe  old  Congress,  more  par- 
ticularly in  those  under  date  of  September  30, 
1780,  and  3d  of  January,  1782,  as  containing  the 
faithful  result  of  much  experience,  may  afford 
some  important  lights  respecting  this  deparlmeol. 

T-he  certain  consequences  of  disregarding  so 
essential  a  measure,  in  the  event  of  war,  and  the 
encampments  uf  our  army,  will  be  a  tram  of  dis- 
eases which  must  cut  off  a  targe  proportion  of  our 
trooiH. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that  a  very  precious 
period  of  leisare  was  not  impfored  towards  form- 
mg,  among  oarselvesj  engineers  and  artillerists; 
and  that,  owing  to  this  neglect,  we  are  in  danger 
of  being  overtaKen  by  war,  without  a  competent 
number  of  characters  of  this  description.  To  form 
them  suddenly  is  impracticable.  Much  previous 
study  «nd  experiment  are  essential.  If  possible  to 
avoid  it,  a  war  ought  not  to  find  us  unprovided. 
What  has  been  done  to  facilitate  this  object,  and 
the  perfection  of  our  artillery,  will  be  seen  by  the 
annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary, 
marked  B,  to  tbe  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  taken 
in  connexion  with  the  act  providing  for  raising  of 
the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  with  tbe 
act  to  ausment  tbe  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  omer  purposes,  passed  the  16th  of  July, 
1798.  What  has  resulted  from  the  latter  act  will 
make  tbe  subject  of  a  particular  report.  la  tbe 
meanwhile,  it  is  eoneeired  to  be  advisable  to  en- 
deavor to  introduce  from  abroad  at  least  one  di»- 
tiuffuished  engineer,  and  oaedistiagutshed  officer  of 
arullery.  They  may  be  sought  (or  preferably  io 
the  Austrian,  and  next  in  tbe  Prussian  armies.  The 
grade  of  colonels,  with  adequate  pecuniary  com- 
pensations, may  attract  officers  of  a  rank  inferior 
to  that  grade  in  those  armies,  who  will  be  of  dis- 
tinguished abilities  and  merit.  But  in  this,  as  we 
know  from  past  experience,  nothing  is  more  easy 
than  to  be  imposed  upon;  nothing  more  difficult 
than  to  avoid  imposition;  and  that,  therefore, 
should  the  measure  be  sanctioned  by  a  law,  it  will 
be  requisite  to  commit  the  business  of  procuring 
such  characters  to  some  very  judicious  hand,  un- 
der every  precaution  that  can  put  him  upon  his 
guard. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  an  inspector  of  fortifica- 
tions is  much  wanted.  la  ease  of  a  Legislative 
provision  on  this  subject,  Uie  officer  may  oe  either 


drawn  from  the  corps  of  artillerists  and  eogiDeen, 
or  it  may  be  left  discretionary  with  the  President 
to  cboose  him  where  he  pleases.  If,  however,  the 
choice  is  to  be  reslricted  to  that  corps,  it  will  be 
proper  that,  on  withdrawing  him  irom  it,  liii 
place  in  the  corps  should  be  filled  by  an  officer  of 
the  same  grade. 

It  will  M  easily  imagined  that,  without  sac^ta 
officer,  the  service  may  essentially  suffer.  Toob* 
viate  this,  the  Department  of  War  has  alwayi 
found  it  necessary  to  employ  a  person,  wbo  us 
been  paid  out  of  the  contingencies,  for  performing 
that  and  some  other  duties  of  a  military  nature. 

The  importance  of  a  faithful  represenutimof 
the  real  state  of  tbe  fortifications,  public  butldiagi, 
and  barracks,  the  qualifications  of  the  commind- 
ants  of  forts,  the  police  they  observe,  and  the  de- 
gree of  attention  they  bestow  on  tbe  workk  nag* 
azioes,  and  the  like,  can  stand  io  no  need  of  cob- 
ment. 

It  is  further  submitted  whether  it  will  not  be 

firoper,  and  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  trtil- 
ery,  to  enlarge  the  field  from  which  to  select  afit 
character  inspector  of  artillerists.  As  ihelawaow 
is,  the  inspector  must  be  chosen  from  the  corps  <^ 
artillerists  and  engineers,  and  would  require  ou 
of  its  most  experienced  t^cer^  all  whose  serrien 
are  indispensaDte  to  the  corps  itself. 

It  has  been  observed  by  the  officers  of  the  Aniy 
that  the  public  would  save  by  the  masure,aM 
more  satisfaction  be  given  to  the  soldim  ^met* 
ally,  if  a  regulation  was  adopted  to  insure  lusclo- 
thing  should  be  fitted  to  the  soldier.  It  cinitot 
fail  to  happen  that  clothing,  made  at  a  distance 
from  tbe  Army,  will,  in  numerous  instances,  be 
ill  fitted  to  the  person  to  whom  it  is  issued.  Tbii 
is  an  inconvenience,  as  it  respects  appearance, 
comfort,  and  ease,  and  causes  the  soldier  to  be 
careless  of  his  dress.  It  of  course  merits  cwuid- 
eralion,  and  whether  it  will  not  be  remedied 
making  provision  by  law  for  the  necessary  altera- 
tion  at  the  cost  of  the  soldier.  As  there  are  al* 
nays  to  he  found  tailors  in  the  Army,  the 
tioDs  may  be  made  there  during  the  seasons  of 
inactivity,  and  moderate  compensations  may  be 
established,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  ol  tk 
soldiers.  The  tailors,  who,  when  so  employtfl, 
will  be  exempted  from  military  duty,  will  beiat- 
isfied  with  very  small  allowances ;  and  the  sol- 
diery will,  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain, 
prefer  this  expense  to  the  incmiTeniences  of  wea^ 
ing  clothes  tluit  do  not  fit  them. 

Another  point  no  less  deserving  of  particular 
attention  is  the  composition  of  tbvration  of  pro- 
visions. It  was  in  the  last  session  augmented 
yond  all  former  examples.  It  is  not  recollected 
that  the  ration  which  was  allowed  during  the  war 
with  Great  Britain  was  found  insufficient  by  inom 
once  formed  to  military  habits,  and  ac^uaiolcd 
with  the  best  methods  of  managing  their  provi- 
sions. The  present  ration,  estimating  by  p"*^" 
understood  to  be  greater  than  the  ration  in  tbai 
war  by  above  fifty  per  cent.  This  is  evidently  a 
very  important  augmentation }  various  disadvaa* 
tages  attend  it ;  a  great  increase  of  expnse ;  w- 
ditionai  difficulties  in  fltmisbing,  under  lU 
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ciiinstaDCes,  the  stipulated  allowaDCe,coi)seqaent- 
ly  a  multiplicatioa  of  the  possible  causes  of  dis- 
eoDtent,  murmurs,  and  perhaps  even  mutiny  ;  the 
necessity  of  a  greater  number  of  wagons  for  trans- 
portation, and  of  course  the  extension  of  this  al- 
ways serious  source  of  embBTrassmeDi  to  military 
operations. 

The  quantity  of  spirituous  liquor,  which  is  a 
component  part  of  the  ration,  is  so  large  as  to  en- 
danger, where  they  might  not  before  exist,  habits  of 
intemperance,  alike  fatal  to  health  and  discipline. 
Experience  has  repeatedly  shown  that  many  sol- 
diers will  exchan^  their  rum  for  other  articles, 
which  is  ptoductive  of  the  double  mischief  of 
lubjeciiDe  those  with  whom  the  exchange  in 
made  to  tne  loss  of  what  is  far  more  necessary, 
and  to  all  the  consequences  of  brutal  intoxication. 

These  and  such  considerations  have  induced 
the  Secretary  to  cause  to  be  inserted  in  the  con- 
tracts made  under  bis  orders,  a  proriso,  "that  if 
the  quantities  of  the  component  articles  of  a  ra- 
tion shall  be  reduced  fay  law,  the  price  to  be  al- 
lowed therefor  shall  be  proportionably  reduced." 
And  in  the  article  of  enlistment,  a  proviso  that  the 
soldier  is  to  accept  such  ration  as  is  or  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law. 

It  is  well  understood  that,  the  increase  haring 
been ^nce  made,  a  change  is  delicate;  but  it  is 
belieW  to  be  indispensaue,  and  that  the  tempo- 
rary erils  of  a  change  can  bear  no  proportion  to 
the  permanent  and  immense  evils  of  a  eontinnanee 
of  the  error. 

h  may  not  perhaps  be  advisable  to  bring  back 
the  ration  to  the  standard  of  the  late  war,  but  to 
modify  it  in  some  respects  differently,  so  as  not 
materially  to  affect  the  aggregate  expense. 

For  example,  it  may  consist  of  eighteen  ounces 
of  bread  or  flour,  or  an  equivalent  in  rice  or  Indian 
meal,  wheo  flour  cannot  be  obtained ;  one  pound 
and  a  quarter  of  fresh  beef,  or  one  pound  of  salted 
beef,  or  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  salted  polb ; 
silt,  when  fresh  meat  is  issued,  at  the  rate  of  two 
quarts,  and  candles  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  and 
a  half,  for  every  hundred  rations. 

With  regard  to  liquor,  it  may  be  best  to  exclude 
it  from  being  a  component  part  of  the  ration,  al- 
lowin^a  discretion  to  commanding  officers  to  cause 
it  to  be  issued  in  quantities  not  exceeding  half  a 
gill  per  day,  except  oo  extraordinary  occasions. 

Vinegar  also  ought  to  be  furnished,  when  to  be 
had,  at  the  rate  of  two  quarts,  and  soap  at  the  rate 
of  two  poundsj  per  hundred  rations ;  but  this  ought 
to  depwnd  on  circumstances,  and  ought  not  to  make 
part  of  the  established  ration. 

There  are  often  difficulties  in  furnishing  articles 
of  the  latter  description,  and  the  equinlent  in 
money  is  frequently  rather  perntcions  than  benefl- 
ciaL  Where  there  is  a  contract,  the  promise  of 
sueh  articles  is  apt  to  prove  toon  beneficial  to  the 
contractor  than  to  any  vthex  person.  He  com- 
monly so  manages  it  that  the  suutitute  is  not  a  real 
equivalent 

Bnt  it  need  not  be  remarked,  that  whatever  is 
to  be  done  in  this  respeetj  must  be  so  conducted 
as  not  to  infract  the  conditions  on  which  the  old 
troops  now  in  service  were  enlisted. 


The  act  which  authorizes  to  raise  twelve  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  six  troops  of  dragoons,  pro- 
vides that  they  shall  be  kept  in  service  during  the 
continuance  of  the  existing  differences  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic,  if  not 
sooner  discha^ed.  Upon  the  disbanding  of  these 
troo|M,  it  is  to  M  presumed  by  &r  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  both  officers  and  men  will  find  themselves 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  their  homes.  The 
same  thing  also  happens  to  officers  oq  the  Estab- 
lishment, whose  age  or  time  of  lif^  or  scanty  for- 
tune, does  not  permit  of  their  continuance  in  the 
Army,  as  well  as  to  privates  serving  on  the  fron- 
tiers, whose  eogagementsaresuccessively  expiring. 
These  have  or  wm  have  to  travd  to  their  respective 
places  of  residence,  at  their  own  expense,  if  no 
provision  is  made  by  Congress  to  meet  the  case. 
This,  to  many  of  them,  must  be,  and  is,  an  extreme 
hardship;  especially  when  it  is  considered,  that 
the  profession  of  arms,  however  important  to  the 
country,  and  noble  in  itself,  is  so  far  from  furnish- 
ing to  the  officers,  even  of  the  highest  grades,  the 
means  of  making  a  tolerable  provision,  out  of  the 
savings  of  their  pay,  for  the  future  support  of  tbem- 
sdves  and  families  in  advanced  old  age,  or  when 
their  services  may  be  dispensed  with  oy  the  pub- 
lic, that  it  requires  them  to  observe  the  greatest 
economy  to  be  able  to  proceed  in  their  career,  and 
defray  tlie  expense  of  their  necessary  wants. 

In  the  English  service,  the  officer,  when  dis- 
banded, receives  half-pay ;  the  private  soldier  in 
the  cavalry  has  his  horse,  and  an  allowance  for 
his  sword,  with  fourteen  days'  pay  to  carry  him 
home;  the  infantry  have  likewise  fourteen  days 
pay  granted  them  for  the  same  purpose. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested,  whether  it  would 
not  comport  with  justice,  and  have  a  tendency  to 
encourage  men  to  enter  into  the  Army,  ifa^ro- 
vision  was  made  for  an  allowance  to  each  officer 
and  soldier,  on  quitting  the  service,  or,  bein^  dis- 
banded, equivalent  to  the  expense  he  must  incur 
in  returning  home. 

The  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  a  provisional  army  is  too  import- 
ant to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  Union  not  to 
require  from  Congress  such  a  matured  revision  as 
mAy  render  it  effectual  to  the  purposes  for  wbieh 
it  was  framed. 

The  first  section,  by  which  the  President  was 
vested  with  the  power  to  raise  tea  thousand  troops, 
has  exjured  by  its  own  limitation. 

It  u  conceived  advisable,  and  founded  on  the 
soundest  policy,  that  the  power  to  raise  such  troops 
as  are  contemplated  by  this  clause  should  be  ex- 
tended at  least  to  twenty  thousand.  To  be  on 
safe  ground,  oar  preparations  and  supplies  ought 
to  contemplate  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men. 

The  act  in  question  contemplates  also  an  aux- 
iliary force,  under  the  denominaiion  of  volunteer 
companies,  who  shall  be  armed,  clothed,  and  equip- 
ped, at  their  own  expense. 

It  is  highly  pleasing  to  mention,  that  sufficient 
evidence  lias  appear«l  that  the  patriotism  of  our 
independent  citizens  will  not  shrink  from  this  mea- 
sure of  defence— the  number  of  vtdunteer  compa-t 
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nies  which  hare  offered  their  serrices  beingalready 
considerable. 

As  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  act  eoa- 
Uea  the  President  to  appoint  all  appropriate  offi- 
cers to  these  compaQies,  when  or^nized  into  regi- 
ments, brigades,  and  diTisions,  it  is  desirable  that 
such  power  should  be  expressly  gtven. 

A  specific  prorisioD  for  the  pay  and  rations  to 
volunteers  during  the  da^s  it  may  be  necessary  to 
assemble  them  in  bodies  in  each  year,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  general  alscipUoe  and  manceuvres,  would 
be  very  beneficial. 

To  form  effbCtive  soldiers  at  this  moment,  and 
at  so  light  an  expense  to  the  public,  must  be  looked 
upon  as  an  object  of  great  national  concera,  espe- 
cially when  we  take  into  view  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting men  trained  to  arms,  in  time  of  actual  war. 

The  Talue  of  those  patriotic  bands  of  volunteers, 
who  destine  themselves  to  the  front  of  danger,  is 
inappreciable.  If  well  iustnicted  and  disciplined, 
they  will,  in  the  event  of  sudden  invanon,  be  of 
immense  utility  and  importance.  Besides  the  di- 
rect effects  of  their  own  exertions  in  resisting  the 
enemy,  till  they  can  he  succored  by  the  regular 
force,  if  at  a  disunce,  the  militia  rallying  to  them 
would  derive  from- their  example  and  eouotenance 
additional  courage  and  perseverance.  They  would, 
thus  disciplined,  and  aided  by  the  regular  force, 
though  smalt,  give  a  consistency  and  stability  to 
our  first  efforts,  of  which  these  would  otherwise 
be  destitute,  and  would  tend  powerfully  to  prevent 
great,  though  perhaps  partial,  calamities. 

It  is  impossible  to  coQtemplate  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Inspector  General,  witbout  perceiriog 
that  their  due  discharge  will  require  the  exercise 
of  extraordinary  skill  and  labor,  and  that  the  exist- 
ing law  has  assigned  no  compensation  whatever 
for  the  exercise  of  this  skill  and  labor. 

In  the  case  of  officers  taken  from  the  line  to  per- 
form the  specific  duties  of  assistant  inspectors, 
quartermasters,  Sec,  we  fiod  the  law  has  made  a 
specific  allowance.  The  principle  applies,  with 
augmented  force,  to  the  Inspector  General,  who 
has  not  only  to  create  regulations,  but  to  superio' 
tend  their  execution,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a 
general  officer. 

To  discharge,  with  effect,  the  duties  of  his  office, 
he  must  make  frequent  iouroeys  from  one  part  of 
the  army  to  another,  when  it  is  encamped  in  dif- 
ferent and  distant  places.  It  must  be  conceived 
that  the  expenses  of  such  journeys  must  quickly 
eat  out  the  narrow  allowance  of  a  Major  General. 
If  filled  by  a  man  of  talents,  without  a  fortune  to 
meet  such  expenses,  he  must  either  compromit  bis 
reputation,  and  that  of  the  Qovernment,  by  not 
producing  the  results  to  he  expected  from  his  de- 
partment or  he  must  ruin  himself  in  performing 
services  for  which  there  is  no  adequate  compensa- 
tion. The  precedent  of  the  last  war  establishes  the 
propriety  of  an  extra  allowance  for  the  extra  ser- 
vices and  expenses  of  this  officer;  and  it  would  be 
infinitely  more  agreeable,  and  less  embarrassing  to 
the  Department  of  War,  that  the  tatter,  or  his  ex- 
penses on  journeys  from  one  part  of  the  army  to 
another,  should  be  settled  at  a  fixed  allowance  by 
lawjinstead  of  beingchargeableto  the  contingencies 


of  the  War  Department.  A  farther  arrangemeBt 
is  necessary  to  give  full  effect  to  the  In^ctor  Gen- 
eral's  department.  During  our  war  with  Greit 
Britain,  this  officer  was  allowed  secretaries  in  ad- 
dition to  aids  as  Major  General.  It  is  thought  thit 
one  secretary  to  the  present  officer  is  indispeosaUe; 

It  is  proper,  before  closing  this  reference,  to  men* 
tioo  a  circumstance  intimately  connected  witk 
our  military  system. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  the  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Establishments,  the  business  of  Purveyor  of 
Public  Supplies  has  been  so  augmented  as  to  re- 
quire for  the  War  Department,  alone,  the  eicln- 
sive  and  uninterrupted  service  of  such  an  officer. 

It  seems  to  be  improper  that  the  Head  of  the 
War  Department  should  be  obliged  to  employ  bin- 
self  in  any  other  manner  in  the  purreyorefaip.  thtn 
merely  to  make  requisitions  for  articles  waDted: 
to  prescribe  the  quantities,  the  time  and  places  or 
delivery;  and  that  the  whole  respoasibiUty  for  the 
execution  of  the  order  should  rest  upon  the  Pm* 
veyor.  A  Secretary  of  War  will  always  find  war 
pie  employment  in  the  general  supenntendettee 
and  direction  of  the^reat  operations  of  bbdepartr 
ment :  if  a  portion  m  bis  time  is  to  be  oceupiediD 
the  details  of  lesser  concerns,  it  is  morally  certaio 
that  the  greater  must  languish  or  suffer. 

Besides  these  duties,  the  Purveyor  sboj^  be 
charged  exclusively  with  the  disposing  of  V  re- 
turns from  the  Indian  factories,  corresponding  with 
these,  keeping  all  accounts,  and  conducting  all 
concerns  relative  to  them,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary. 

He  might  also  be  thea^entandmrgan  toprocoie 
the  means  of  transportaUon  for  all  Kupi^ies  sent 
from  the  seat  of  Government  or  elsewhere,  to  dM 
army  agents  or  quartermasters,  to  arsenals  anil 
distant  places  of  dc«»oyie. 

The  Secretary  takes  leave  to  recapitulate,  fortke 
purpose  of  presenting,  in  a  concise  view,  the  jw- 
pomions  respectfully  recommended  to  attention 
by  the  foregoing  observations. 

1.  A  new  modification  of  the  military,  so  u  to 
admit  of  an  increase  of  numbers  to  the  companiet 
and  regiments,  in  case  of  war,  an  alteratioa  in  the 
denommation  of  certain  giades,and  a  perfect  ui- 
formity  of  arrangements  in  the  corps  of  the  sane 
species  of  troops. 

2.  Regulations  to  preserve  to  the  compapiea  and 
regiments  their  competent  number  of  officers,  in 
cases  where  any  are  taken  from  the  line  to  act  as 
aids-de-camp,  inspectors,  paymasters,  quanenua- 
ters.  &c. 

3.  To  designate  the  grades  from  which  aid^e- 
camp  and  t^cers  of  inspection  may  be  takat,m 
order  to  prevent  the  multiplication  of  the  bigkir 
grades. 

4.  To  add  to  the  existingestablisbment  two  com- 
panies of  horse,  to  bt  denominated  and  act  as  bin* 
sars ;  and  a  surgeon  and  mates  to  the  regiment  of 
cavalry. 

5.  To  include  in  the  arrangement  for  the  W« 
Establishment  a  proportion  of  riflemen,  estimated 
at  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  number  of  infanoy. 

6.  An  alteration  in  the  provision  for  a  ^"*?* 
master  General,  to  insure  the  proeuremcot  of  a  fit 
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ciiaracter  to  execute  tbe  duties  of  this  imporiaDt 
office. 

7.  A  provision  for  an  Hospilal  clepertmeiit  for 
the  Army. 

8.  A  power  to  procure  from  abroad  one  distin- 
guished engineer,  and  also  an  officer  of  artillery, 
and  suitable  appointments  for  the  same. 

9.  To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspec- 
tor of  Fortifications. 

10.  That  tbe  choice  of  an  Inspector  of  Ariiltery 
be  left  at  large. 

11.  A  provision  for  alteringand  fitting  the  cloth- 
ing issued  to  tbe  soldiers. 

12.  An  altmtion  in  the  ration  to  be  issued  to. 
tbe  troops. 

13.  A  provision  for  tbe  reasonable  expenses  of 
officers  and  soldiers  in  returning  to  their  homes, 
when  djibanded,  or  incapacitated  by  age  or  sick- 
ness forTurther  service. 

14.  A  revival  and  extension  of  tlw  power  to  raise 
a  provisional  army. 

16.  A  specific  provision  for  the  appointment  of 
appropriate  officers  for  tbe  volunteer  companies 
that  are  or  may  be  accepted,  when  formed  into 
regiments,  brigades,  or  divisions ;  and  for  pay  and 
latioQs  to  such  volunteers,  for  those  days  in  every 
vear  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  assemble  them  in 
oodles,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline  and  training. 

16.  A  further  provision  for  the  extra  services 
and  expenses  of  the  Inspector  General,  and  to  allow 
him,  besides  his  aids,  one  secretary. 

17.  The  employment  of  a  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  exclusively  for  the  War  Department. 

Ail  which  the  Secretary  has  the  honor  most  re- 
apectfuUy  to  submit. 

JAMES  McHENRY. 
War  Dbparthent,  Dec.  S4, 1798. 

A. 

A  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 
Preaent  EHabiMment. 

1  lieutenant  colonel  commandant, 

2  majors, 

1  adjutant,  ) 

1  paymaster,       >  to  be  taken  fVom  the  line. 

1  quartermaster,  ) 

1  snrgeon, 

S  8aTgeon*s  mates, 
10  captains, 
10  lieutenants, 
10  ensigns, 

1  sergeant  major, 

1  quartermaster  sergeant, 

2  senior  musicians, 
40  sergeants, 

40  corporals, 
20  musicians, 
GOO  privates. 

1  colonel, 

2  majors, 

1  adjutant,  1  to  be  lieutenants,  and  iuad- 
1  paymaster,  >  dition  to  the  lieutenants 
1  quartermaster,  )    hereinafter  mentioned. 


1  surgeon. 

2  surgeoo*s  mates, 
10  captains, 

10  first  lieutenants, 
10  second  lieutenants, 
2  cadets, 

2  sergeant  majors, 
2  quartermaster  sergeants, 
2  senior  musicians, 
20  musicians, 
40  sergeants, 
40  corporals, 
920  privates. 

REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 
Pretent  EtUMUhment. 
I  lieutenant  colonel  commandant, 
2m^ors, 

1  adjutant,  1 

1  paymaster,         to  be  taken  from  the  line. 

1  quartermaster,  ) 
No  surgeon  or  mate  provided  by  law. 

8  captains, 
16  lieutenants, 

8  comets, 

1  sergeant  major, 

1  quartennaster  se^eant, 
32  sergeants, 
32  corporals, 

8  Tamers, 

8  saddlers, 

8  trumpeters, 
416  dragoons. 

Propoted  MJOahUshment. 

1  colonel, 

2  majors, 

1  adjutant]  ^  to  be  lieutenants,  and  in  ad- 
1  paymaster,  >  dition  to  the  lientenuta 
1  quartermaster,  )    hereinafter  mentioned; 

1  su  rgeoo, 

2  surgeon's  mates, 
10  captains, 

10  first  lieutenants, 
10  second  lieutenants, 
5  cadets, 

2  sergeant  majors, 

2  quartermaster  sergeants, 

2  chief  musicians, 
40  sergeants, 
40  corporals, 
10  musicians, 
10  saddlen, 
10  blacksmiths, 
10  boot -makers, 
890  privates. 

A  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLSHT. 
Present  Ett(Mi*hnerU. 
FiBST  Rbqihbnt. 

1  lieutenant  colonel  commandant 
4  majors, 

1  adjutant,  )  to  be  taken  from 

4  adjutants  and  paymasters,  (      the  linew 
1  stu^on. 
4  su^eon's  mates, 
16  captains, 
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32  Ueuteoant^ 

32  cadets, 

64  sergeaats, 

64  corporals, 

32  musiciaos, 
160  artificers, 
672  privates. 

Prapoaed  EatdbU^ment. 

1  coloDel, 
4  majors, 

1  adjutant,  ^  to  be  lieutenants,  and  in  ad- 
1  qaartermaster,  >  dition  to  the  Ueoteoaots 
1  pajrmaster,       }    hereinafter  mentioned. 

1  sargeon, 

2  surgeon's  mates, 
16  captains, 
16  first  lieutenants, 
16  second  lieutenants, 
32  cadets, 

4  sergeant  majors, 
4  quartermaster  sergeants, 
64  sergeants, 
64  corporals, 
1  senior  musician, 
10  musicians, 
128  artificers, 
768  privates. 

B. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ftom  Uie  Secietarj  of  War  to  Qte 
Hon.  Samuel  Sowall,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Defence,  dec*  dated 

"  Wah  Department,  June  28, 1798. 

"3d.  The  act  providing  for  raising  and  organ- 
izing a  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  and  the 
act  to  provide  an  additional  regiment  of  the  same, 
both  enjoin  the  procurement,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, of  all  necessary  books,  instruments,  and  ap- 
paratus, for  the  benefit  of  the  said  respective  regi- 
ments. 

The  Secretary,  without  designing  to  derogate 
from  the  merits  of  the  officers  appointed  to  the 
corps  established  by  the  acts  cited,  feels  it  his  doty 
to  suggest  that  other  and  supplementary  means  of 
instruction,  to  the  books  and  instruments  to  be 
provided,  appear  to  be  absolutely  indispensable  (o 
enable  them  to  acquire  a  due  decree  of  knowledge 
in  the  objects  of  ibeir  corps.  It  u  certain  that  the 
best  faculties  and  inclinations  for  the  arts  and 
sciences  cannot  be  unfolded  and  applied  to  useful 
purposes,  when  proper  encouragement  and  assist- 
ance have  been  denied  or  neglected. 

"  The  art  of  fortification  is  connected  with  so 
many  others,  is  of  such  extent,  and  its  operations 
dependent  on,  and  afiected  by,  circumstances  so 
infinitely  varied,  that  it  is  impossible  any  man  can 
be  rendered  master  of  it  by  experience  alone. 
Beside^  the  knowledge  acquired  by  experience  is 
often  the  result  of  our  own  faults,  ana  acquired 
by  a  heavy,  and,  it  may  be,  in  this  art,  disastrous 
expense  to  the  public. 

'^It  is  certainly  to  be  wished,  that  more  atten- 
tion had  been  paid  to  this  subject,  and  that  past 


recommendations  had  found  a  favoraUe  access  to 
the  ear  of  Congress. 

"  If  the  present  moment  does  not  admit  of  car- 
rying into  effect  all  that  is  desirable,  and  oagh^ 
under  difiereni  circumsiancesj  to  be  done,  to  create 
a  body  of  quartered  and  scientific  eoginens,  it 
may,  notwithstanding,  be  advisable  to  advance 
towards  this  point  by  such  measures  as  are  com- 
patible with  our  present  situation. 

"  The  knowledge  of  certain  arts  and  sciences  is 
absolutely  necessarr  to  the  artillerist  and  engi- 
neer; such  are  arithmetic,  geometry,  mechanics, 
hydraulics,  and  designing. 

"  Without  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  an  offioer 
cannot  calculate  the  expense  incurred^  or  to  be 
incurred,  on  any  work,  or  any  subject  whatevw. 
"  Without  that  of  geometry,  be  eano^  form  a 

J'ast  plan  or  chart,  regulate  the  design  of  a  forti- 
icatioD.  with  its  lines  and  angles,  trace  it  upon 
the  ground  it  is  to  occupy,  nor  estimate  and  mea- 
sure the  solidity  and  surface  of  its  several  parts. 

"Without  that  of  mechanics,  he  will  not  be 
able  to  appreciate  the  proportion  of  the  machines 
used  in  war,  the  dimensions  of  carriages  for  artil- 
lery, nor  to  augment  or  diminish  the  force  of  the 
several  kinds  of  machines  when  it  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

''Without  that  of  designing,  he  will  not  have  it 
in  his  power  to  give  plans  an^  profiles  of  works, 
nor  to  exhibit  the  topography  of  the  envirtma 
work,  or  any  part  of  a  country. 

"  Without  that  of  hydraulics,  he  will  not  be 
qualified  to  conduct  water  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, or  to  sustain  and  elevate  it  when  there  may 
be  a  necessity  in  sieges,  or  other  military  opera* 
tioos,  for  so  doing. 

"  It  is  therefore  submitted,  whether  provision 
ought  not  to  be  made  for  the  employment  of  three 
or  Tour  teachers  of  the  enumerated  sciences,  to  be 
attached  generally  to  the  two  corps  of  artillerists 
and  engineers,  and  obligated  to  give  instraciioDS 
and  lessons,  at  such  times,  places,  and  under  soeh 
regulations,  as  the  President  may  direct. 

*' The  employment  of  teachers  would  give  the 
intended  effect  to  the  provision  of  the  laws,  foe 
the  appointment  of  two  cadets  to  each  company. 
It  was  supposed  that  these  cadets  would  forma 
nursery,  from  which  qualified  officers  might  be 
drawn  to  fill  vacancies,  &c.;  but  it  must  occur, 
that  without  proper  masters  to  teach  them  the 
[  sciences,  necessary  to  the  engineer  and  artillerist, 

this  nursery  can  produce  no  valuable -plants. 
I      "It  is  also  submitted,  whether  it  might  n<M  be 

[iroper  to  augment  the  pay  of  cadets  to  nine  dol- 
ars  per  month,  with  two  rations.  This  wooU 
1  excite  their  emulation,  give  them  n  coosideratioo 
.  above  sergeants,  and  enable  them  to  appear  in  a 
t  more  respectable  dress. 

i  "It  is  with  infinite  regret  the  Secretary  is 
>  obli|^  to  mention  that  the  ordnance  of  oar  coiu- 
try  IS  by  no  means  a  situation  to  command  re- 
-  spieet.  That  part  of  it  was  collected  dnriog  a 
t  season  of  difficulty  and  necessity,  from  difimnt 
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eounlries,  and  eonsequeatl^,  the  guns  are,  many 
of  them,  esseotially  defecttve,  aod  those  of  the 
same  class  differ  in  length,  weight,  and  caliber. 
The  Tariance  in  these  pariieulars  occasions  much 
trouble  and  inconreDienee,  in  proriding  appro^ 
priale  ammunition,  stores,  apfMratus,  and  car- 
riages, besides  sabjecting  the  military  service  to 
injnnous  delays,  and  the  fatal  consequences  which 
m^ht  result  from  ammunition  and  implements 
being  supjdied,  which,  in  time  of  need,  will  be 
fouod  not  adapted  to  tne  piece. 

"  As  there  is  no  eatablisbed  standard.it  has  also 
happened,  from  a  defect  of  koowledge  in  our 
founders,  or  some  other  cause,  that  most  of  the 
cannon  that  hare  been  cast  within,  or  od  account 
of  the  United  Slates,  are  defectlTe  in  very  essen- 
tial points,  and  exhibit  varieties  io  those  cast  at 
the  same  furnace,  and  of  the  same  class,  with 
those  procured  from  abroad. 

"It  u  important  that  some  arrangement  diould 
be  immediately  adopted, calcolated  to  give  efficacy 
to  a  proper  syst^,  and  correct  these  evils.  It  is 
not  enough  that  the  President  detenhine  upon  the 
size,  weight,  dimensions,  and  calibers  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  caoDOD,  either  to  be  made,  or  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  for  their  use,  unless 
an  inspector  of  artillery  can  be  appointed,  to  see 
that  all  regulations  appertaining  to  the  ordnance 
department  be  executed  and  observed  with  exacti- 
tude. 

"We  cannot  presume  that  contracts,  however 
carefully  made,  and  conditioned,  or  even  a  na- 
tional fonodry,  will  produce  caanoo  conformable 
to  a  given  specific  standard  for  each  class,  so  Ions 
as  the  United  States  are  without  an  officer  of  skiu 
to  inspect,  and  receive,  or  reject  tbem. 

"I  cannot  conceive  any  appoiDtmeot  mora  ne- 
cessary to  our  military  undertakings,  aod  infant 
Navy,  than  an  inspector  of  artillery,  and  I  must 
&tter  myself  that  the  committee  will  feel  as  I  do 
upon  this  occasion. 

"  They  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  imagine  that 
it  can  be  possible  for  a  Secretary  of  War,  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  visit  foundries^  examine  all  Kinds  of 
ordnance,  direct  the  dimensions  of  gun  carriages 
and  implements,  order  the  proper  moulds  for  cast- 
ing shot,  shells,  &C.J  review  and  decide  upon  the 
qualities  of  every  different  production,  and  point 
out  the  means  of  remedying  existing  defects,  and 
generally  peribrm  all  the  other  duties  attached  to 
the  office  of  inspector  of  artillery. 

"  The  Secretary  indulges  the  hope,  that  the 
committee  will  recommend,  and  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  think  proper  to  create,  in  the  Dmart- 
ment  of  War,  the  office  of  inspector  of  artillery, 
with  a  salary  adequate  to  its  nature  and  import- 
ance, and  calculated  to  obtain  a  person  qualified 
to  fill  it.  On  this  important  bead  he  takes  leave 
Airther  to  mention,  that  other  countries  owe  the 
excellency  of  their  ordnance  to  the  establishment 
of  such  an  officer,  and  that  in  England,  particu- 
larly, and  at  a  late  day,  the  appointment  of  a 
scientific  and  experienced  inspector  has  given  a 
perfection  to  their  ordnance  never  before  known." 


BREVET  RANK. 

[CoiBmanicated  to  the  House  of  Representative^ 
Febniasy  4,  1799.j 

Mr.  Dwight  Foster,  firom  the  Committee  of  ClainiSi  to 
whom  WIS  referred  the  petitkni  of  Moses  White,, 
with  the  report  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Tiefr- 
eury  thereon,  made  the  following  report ; 

That  the  object  of  the  petitioner  was  to  obtain 
a  settlement  aod  allowance  of  his  account  against 
the  United  States,  for  services  and  expen£tarcs 
on  behalf  of  the  public  during  the  war. 

The  powers  vested  by  law  in  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  are  competent  to  adjust 
and  settle  most  of  the  items  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  petitioner;  aod,  since  his  petition  was 
originally  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, those  items  have  been  considered,  and  pai^ 
tially  adjusted  by  the  proper  officers.  The  com- 
mittee are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  with  respect 
to  that  part  of  the  petitioner's  accountj  it  would 
not  be  expedient  or  {Hroper  for  the  Legislature  to 
interfere;  but  the  item  of  the  greatest  roagnitude^ 
and  of  most  importance  to  the  petitioner,  which 
is  a  claim  for  additional  pay  as  Aid-de-camp  to 
Brigadier  General  Moses  Hazen,  from  the  first  of 
August,  1781,  to  November  3,  1783,  not  having 
been  expressly  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
has  not  been  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  the 
account. 

With  respect  to  this  part  of  the  petitioner's 
claim,  the  committee  r«x>rt,  that  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  31st  of  June,  1775,  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief was  allowed  three,  and  each  Ma- 
jor General  two  Aids-de-camp,  whose  pay  and 
rank  were  established  by  subsequent  resolutions. 
By  a  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1776,  each  Brigadier  General,  when  on  command, 
was  empowered  to  appoint  a  Brigadier  Major; 
and,  by  another  resolution,  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  in  the  same  year,  a  Brigadier  General,  act- 
ing in  a  separate  department,  was  allowed  an 
Aid-de-camp. 

On  the  27th  day  of  May,  1778,  it  was  provided, 
that  the  Brigade  Major  should  be  appointed  as 
heretofore  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  or  com- 
mander io  a  separate  department,  out  of*  the  Cap- 
tains io  the  brigade  to  which  he  should  he  ap- 
pointed aod  by  a  resolution  of  that  dale,  the 
additional  pay  of  Aids-de-camp  and  of  Brigade 
Majors  was  established.  Upon  the  28ih  of  June, 
17S&J  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  27th  day  of  May, 
tts  relates  to  the  additional  pay  given  to  Captains 
and  subalterns,  acting  as  Aids-de-camp  and  Brig> 
ade  Majors,  was  repealed,  aod.  on  the  same  day. 
Congress  resolved  "  that  there  sbould  be  such  addi- 
tional par  and  emoluments  to  the  pay  of  Captains 
and  subalterns,  serving  as  Aids-de-csmp  to  Major 
Greoerals  or  Brigadier  Generals,  and  to  Brigade 
Majors,  as  should  make  their  pay  and  emoluments 
equal  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  •  M^jor  in 
the  line  of  the  Army." 
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By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  on  the  29th  day 
■of  June,  1781,  Geoeral  Hazeo  was  "appointed  a 
Brigadier  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by 
brevet."  It  appears  by  a  certificate  from  Grenerat 
Hazen,  that  the  petitioner  acted  as  his  Aid-de> 
-camp  during  the  lime  for  which  lie  prays  com- 
^ensatioD. 

The  only  doubt  which  appears  to  have  arisen 
respecting  the  propriety  ol  allowing  this  c|aim. 
is  understood  to  have  been  because  General  Ha- 
zen held  the  rank  of  Brigadier  by  brevet  commis- 
•ion  only. 

Although  brevet  officers  were  not  entitled  to 
any  additional  pay  in  consequence  of  their  brevet 
promotion,  yet  it  gave  them  conditional  rank. 
When  on  commana  of  mixed  corp»,  or  on  courts 
martial,  they  took  rank  with  the  youngest  t^cer 
of  the  grade  to  which  they  were  promoted ;  hence, 
in  the  local  command  of  his  own  regiment,  Gene- 
ral Hazen  had  no  additional  rank;  but  on  com- 
mand, d>c.,  be  took  rank  as  the  youngest  Briga- 
dier. With  ren^t  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
receiTiog  no  additional  pay,  in  consequence  of  the 
appointment,  the  committee  cooceire  it  will  not 
apply  to  the  question  now  under  consideration. 
If  a  Brigadia  held  the  rank  and  command,  whe- 
ther he  was  a  volunteer,  or  held  it  by  courtesy,  or 
received  no  pay,  they  apprehend,  by  established 
custom,  he  was  entitled  to  his  staff  officers,  and 
they  to  the  customary  allowance  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  re- 
port on  this,  part  of  the  petitioner's  claim,  states 
that  he  had  not  been  able  "  to  discover  any  reso- 
lution of  Congress  by  which  the  claim  could  be 
decided;  but  tbat_there  were  precedents  in  prac- 
tice in  favor  of  it  as  applied  to  Brigadiers  by 
commi^isioa ;  that  if  this  practice  were  to  govern, 
the  circumstance  of  a  brevet  appointment  would 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  constitute  a 
ground  of  difference  to  the  prejudice  of  the  peti- 
tioner, inasmuch  as  the  Brta^dier  is  understood  to 
have  the  actual  commancT  of  a  brigade  at  the 
time ;  in  which  case,  the  principles  of  service, 
with  regard  to  an  Aid-deK;amp,  would  apply 
as  fully  to  him  as  to  the  Brigadier  by  commis- 
sion." 

The  committee  concur  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  opinion  above  expressed,  and 
think  that  the  petitioner  oiuht  to  receive  compen- 
sation for  his  services  as  Aid-de-camp;  they  there- 
fore submit  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  House  the 
following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  adjustment  of  the  account 
of  Muses  White,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to 
credit  and  allow  the  account  of  the  said  Moses 
White,  for  his  additional  pay  and  emoluments  as 
an  Aid-de'camp,  duriiu^  the  time  he  acted  in  that 
capacity  to  Brigadier  General  Moses  Hazen,  upon 
the  same  principles  which  have  heretofore  pre- 
vailed in  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  officers 
actinji  as  Aids-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Generals  in 
the  line  of  the  Army. 


VEaSEUB  OF  WAB. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  fixry  to  the  Cbainuan 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Nsval  Eitablishment,  with 
sundry  estimates  relative  to  the  expense  t^buildiiif 
and  eqnipfHiig  eertain  tmmIs  of  war  fot  the  aemea 
of  the  United  States. 

Navv  Depabtheht,  Dec.  29, 1796. 
Sir:  I  have  given  to  the  inquiries  you  hare 
done  me  the  honor,  as  chairman  of  a  comnittee 
of  the  House  of  Represenutives.  to  make  of  me. 
all  the  consideration  my  desire  to  comply  prooiptly 
with  the  wishes  of  the  committee  woula  permit; 
and  now  proceed,  with  great  diffidence,  to  sahoui 
the  result. 

The  protection  vf  our  coast;  the  security  of 
our  extensive  country  from  invasion,  in  sometrf' 
its  weaker  parts;  the  safety  of  uurimporunt  com- 
merce, and  our  future  peace,  when  the  maritime 
nations  of  Europe  trar  with  each  other,  all  seon 
to  demand  that  our  naval  force  should  be  aug- 
mented— so  much  augmented,  indeed,  as  to  make 
the  most  powerful  nations  desire  our  friendship, 
the  most  unprincipled  respect  our  neutitiity.  The 
peaceful  character  of  America  wilt  afford  to  the 
world  sufficient  security  that  we  shall  not  be 
easily  provoked  to  carry  war  into  the  country  of 
an  enemy ;  and  it  weU  becomes  the  wisdom  of 
America  to  provide  a  cheap  defence  to  keep  it 
from  our  own. 

Twelve  ships  of  74  guns,  as  many  frigates  and 
twenty  or  thirty  smaller  vessels,  would  probably 
be  found  (our  geographical  situation  and  our 
means  of  annoying  the  trade  of  tbe  maritime 
Powers  considered)  a  force  sufficient  to  insure  our 
future  peace  with  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  would 
not,  perhaps,  be  hazarding  too  much  to  say  that, 
had  we  possessed  this  force  a  few  years  ago,  we 
should  not  have  lost,  by  depredations  on  our  trade, 
four  times  tbe  sum  necessary  to  have  created  and 
maintained  it  during  the  whole  time  the  war  has 
existed  in  Europe.  If  we  do  not  profit  by  txpt' 
rience,  and  put  ourselves  in  a  situation  lo  resent 
insult,  and  punish  aggression,  nothing  is  more 
likely  than  that  in  less  than  half  a  doaea  years 
another  occasion  majr  be  presented  ior  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  same  mortifying  observation.  In  aa- 
oiher  and  still  more  interesting  view  of  this  sob- 
ject,  mutual  safety  was  a  leading  motive,  and 
must  ever  remain  a  strong  cement,  of  our  tliuoa. 
Whether  this  security  can  be  afforded,  unless  we 
are  able  to  command  our  own  coast;  and  whether 
tbe  Union  of  all  the  States  can  be  long  preserved 
without  it,  are  questions  which  merit  tbe  most 
serious  and  attentive  consideration  of  American 
legislators.  I  forbear  to  dwell  on  this  frnitfol, 
perhaps  delicate  topic. 

However,  to  attend  to  our  more  |wessing  con* 
cerns:  We  cannot  feel  entirety  secure  that  ve 
are  not  to  be  exposed  to  great  calamities  from  the 
ambition  or  animosity  of  France,  until  a  cooa- 
derahle  addition  be  made  to  our  naval  force.  If 
twelve  ships  of  74  guns,  are  added  to  oar  aary,aB 
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invasion  of  anr  part  of  oar  country  would  be 
midered  ao  difficult,  that  it  would  scarcely  be 
attempted ;  for  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that 
France  could  promise  herself  any  advantage  by 
■n  invasion  of  this  country,  equal  to  the  enormous 
opense,  and  still  more  enormous  risk,  if  we  should 
be  so  prepared  to  resist  her.  She  would  be  obli^d 
to  employ  more  than  double  the  number  of  ships 
of  equal  force,  to  convoy  her  armies^  provisions, 
and  srores,  and  to  keep  the  communication  open 
betveeo  her  armies  and  her  own  country.  France 
can  calculate,  and  will  calculate,  the  loss  and 
probable  gain  of  her  enterprises.  When  she  finds 
that  she  cannot  deceive  us;  that  she  cannot  arm 
oar  citizens  lo  carry  on  her  work  of  subjusration — 
(insolent  and  unfounded  expectation  !)—^that  we 
are  determined  on  manly  resistance;  and  that  we 
take  vigorous  measures  lo  put  ourselves  in  a  pro- 
per posture  of  defence — even  France,  with  all  her 
pride,  and  all  her  hercasm,  will  consult  her  inter- 
est and  avoid  war  with  America;  and,  like  other 
nations,  she  will  discover  that  it  will  not  only  be 
just,  but  politic,  to  indulge  us  in  onr  favorite  wish 
of  preserving  peace  with  all  the  world. 

Thus,  then,  in  whatever  view  the  sulrject  is 
considered,  whether  our  object  be  to  prevent  in- 
vasion, to  protect  onr  commerce,  lo  obtain  a 
sMedy  and  proper  peace,  to  maintain  peace  here- 
mtr,  or  by  affording  security  to  every  part  of  our 
country,  to  guard  against  the  long  train  of  ills 
which  must  result  from  disunion;  the  wisest, 
cheapest,  and  most  peaceable  means  of  obtaining 
the  end  we  aim  at,  will  be  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures  for  the  creation  of  a  navy,  sufficient  for 
defence,  but  not  for  conquest. 

The  United  States  are  doubtless  able  to  bear 
any  expense  necessary  for  their  present  safety  and 
their  future  tranquillity.  No  country  increase 
so  ftst  in  population  and  resources,  and  no  coun- 
try can  incur  a  debt  with  such  an  afan^ute  eer- 
Uunty  of  discffargiog  it,  without  laying  new  bur- 
dens on  the  peo|:4e.  Onr  ref^enue,  arising  from 
the  impost  and  other  sources,  must  increase  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  population;  and,  as 
the  increase  of  the  latter  is  certain,  no  country 
ever  had  less  to  fear  from  the  consequences  of 
incurring  any  debt  necessarv  for  defence  and 
safety. 

On  the  subject  of  procuring  ships  of  74  guns, 
we  probably  nave  it  m  our  option  to  buy  them 
or  to  build  them.  The  former  will  be  the  most 
expeditions  mode  of  procuring  them,  but  the  latter, 
if  the  pressure  of  our  affairs  will  admit,  will  be 
the  most  honoraU^  and  the  roost  advantageous 
for  onr  coantry.  If  we  buy  them  from  a  foreign 
nation,  it  ii  not  to  be  expected  thai  we  shall  oe 
aide  to  obtain  those  of  the  best  quality;  and  the 
sum  jnven  for  them  will  not  be  kept  at  home,  and 
distributed  among  our  own  citizens,  but  will 
operate  against  os,  like  an  unfovorable  balance  of 
tnde.  My  own  idea  is,  that  we  certainly  ou^ht 
to  build  the  vessels,  in  preference  to  purchasmg 
Ihem ;  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken 
to  secure  all  the  necessary  timber;  but  that  the 
President  should  be  authorized  to  obtain,  as  the 
•xigenoy  of  our  affiiirs  may  require,  twelve  ships 


of  74  guns,  by  purchase  or  otherwise.  If  it  should 
be  found  necessary  to  procure  them  sooner  than 
they  can  be  built,  the  timber  may  be  preserved, 
by  dockiogj  until  those  purchased  decay,  or  for  a 
century,  if  it  should  not  be  sooner  wuit^. 

The  estimates  herewith  will  show  the  expense 
of  building^  and  equipping  twelve  ships  of  74- 
gUDSj  and  six  brigs  or  schooners  to  mount  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen  guns.  The  latter  would  be 
highly  useiul  in  scouring  the  West  Indies,  and 
we  have  not  a  sufficient  proportion  of  vessels  of 
this  size.  Three  of  the  largest  of  the  24-gun 
ships  might  be  converted  into  frigates  of  32  guns. 
The  whole  annual  expense  of  maintaining  the 
Navy  would  then  be  -      -      -   $5,383,540  06 

The  annual  expense  of  the  ex- 
isting navy  is      -      -  -     2,434,361  10 


The  difference  would  be  the 
annual  expense  of  the  proposed 
addition   2,949;878  96 

In  times  of  peace  a  small  proportion  of  this 
sum  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  ships  in  a 
state  of  preservation. 

Every  material  article  for  the  boilding  and 
equipment  of  ships  of  war,  copper  excepted,  and 
prolubly  copper  also,  may  be  procured  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  our  own  country.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  heretofore  used  cordnge  made  of 
hemp  of  fore^fn  growth,  and  imported  canvass ; 
and  these  articles  constitute,  if  wear  and  tear  be 
included,  one-third  of  the  expense  of  building, 
equipping,  and  refitting  our  vesseb  of  war.  But 
manutactories  of  canvass  have  been  heretofore 
established  in  the  Eastern  Staies,  and  with  pro- 
per public  encouragement  may  he  revived,  and 
made  to  supply  at  least  the  public  demand ;  and 
it  is  most  certain  that  any  quantity  of  hemp  can 
be  raised  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  the  Sus- 
quehanna, the  Potomac,  James  river,  and  other 
parts  of  the  United  Stales,  if  the  growers  of  it  are 
assured  of  a  ready  market,  and  at  a  price  less  than 
that  given  for  imported  hemp;  though  if  the  prices 
of  cordage  and  canvass,  the  entire  growth  and 
manafactore  of  the  country,  should  be  fbund  at 
first  a  little  dearer  than  the  imported,  the  good 
policy  of  paying  the  diffirenoe  to  our  own  citi- 
zens, to  reoder  omrselves  independent  of  foreign 
countries  for  articles  so  essential  to  our  defence, 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  doubted. 

Timber  can  at  mesent  be  had  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  United  States;  but  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance, and  of  the  best  quality,  on  the  Chesapake 
bay,  and  the  waters  which  empty  into  It— and  in 
the  Southern  States.  The  live  oak  of  Georgia  is 
thought  to  be  almost  indispensable  in  the  construc- 
tion of  our  largest  ships,  to  be  used  to  those  mrts 
most  subject  to  decay ;  but  the  white  oak  of  the 
Chesapeake  is  not  greatly  inferior.  It  is,  however, 
highly  desirable  to  use  the  live  oak  of  Georgia  as 
long  as  -it  can  be  obtained,  more  especially  in  the 
ships  built  eastward  of  the  Chesapeake — and  by  a 
proper  mixture  of  this  timber  with  that  of  the 
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MM!        w«  M  ar«  m^fmit      tc  svn;  ■ 

fcuk.'xr  'uu  u>e  «ui>c  ^u.^  Mar  tkr  vjatxt — • 

Ma*4:  <««      * «f  out  wa^M  raicn^^^ 

th«  ftttvrc  «•«*  ti(  Uw  .\irv;  <#r  fnrckAm  bbc 
finiW  «•  'b«  iAunU  »n  eiwrd  tff  ti^e  owuen. 
m4  fca»<  It  UMt*fi9rt«4  to  ti^  fx«d  vtb  for 
hmUiam  oar  mi|w.  aod  aotJ  it  wiii  be 

vwiMC  Wilb  mpeet  to  a  porcLtaie.  lite  bads 
*r«  Md  «t  pdec*  frottjr  beyocMl  vbai  wa>  tiwr 
MTMOwd  vtliM  <^ tktm.  a  few  jrean  a^r*;  and  it  ii 
kicltercd  liMTf  hare  UenMte  I«m  ralnaUe  f«r  pob- 
Uc  fWrpMC*.  ia  cooM^iuroce  the  eflorU  watefa 
bare  bi*m  imde.  aad  are  dady  maksof.  to  clear 
ibcm  culiiraiioA, 

On  tbc  viitftcl  of  f>lber  kiodi  of  timber.  p(«>»^r<ljr 
wbea  it  u  fcea  bf  ibe  ciiizeni  that  rt  u  worth  pre- 
•erriof.  if  maf  be  Mi&rieat  to  tract  in  a  ^reat 
d«f  fee  to  their  attention  to  private  interest,  for  the 
preMTratioo  of  a  qoaotity  equal  to  tbc  poblie  de- 
maiut  it  would,  botrerer.  be  bat  prorideu  to  ex- 
peod  one  bnodred  tboavaod  dollars  in  a  way  to 
aeear*  CDoaffb  of  the  wbite  o«k  and  yellow  pine, 
boib  of  wbien  ar e  iiidi«peaaabU  in  Che  eoostmetuia 
of  good  rcMcU,  to  last  the  poUie.  in  aid  of  Mimlief 
from  iadividuali^  for  afef^-flOO^OOO  eoald  m  §o 
laid  oiu  {  aod  1  wtiere  the  expeoditure  woold  be 
Judicioua. 

No  «sir«ordjiiarr  maaosaFe  aeeeuarjr  to  be  used 
Un  proearing  oaral  aod  railitarir  ciorcf ,  except  the 
article*  of  hemp,  cioraM,  aod  copper.  Cannon  can 
be  made  in  manir  <f(  the  Slate*  equal  to  any  that 
eould  be  obtained  frotn  foreign  eoantrie«.  also  man- 
Iwt*  and  t/ajrunetj,  piatoU.  swords,  boardiag;  pikes, 
and  indeed  every  other  article  necessary  for  ships 
of  wtr. 

Although  copper  mines  ire  found  in  many  paru 
of  the  country,  yet  the  certain  raeaos  of  procuring 
present  supplies  wilt  be  by  importation.  The  en- 
terprising spirit  of  the  mercnantti  has  heretofore 
furnished  enough  for  the  public  demand,  and  may 
bt  trusted  for  future  iupplies,  so  far  as  may  be 
neeessary  for  the  ehipf  now  contemplated  to  be 
added  to  our  nary.  It  Is  to  be  presumed  that  be- 
fore more  shipe  are  wanted^  and  possibly  before 
any  thit  miy  now  bo  authorized,  are  in  a  state  to 
require  the  copper,  means  may  be  deviied  forob- 
tainlns  it  In  the  United  States. 

Doelfs  will  be  highly  necessary  in  repairing  our 
ships,  to  avoid  the  tedious,  expensive,  and  some- 
times dangerous  operation  of  heaving  aowQ.  They 
can  undoubteilly  be  mode  in  the  Bastern  States, 
where  the  tides  rise  very  coasiderably:  probablv 
1q  Now  lUmpihiro,  Massachusetu,  or  Rhode  Is(- 
■nd.  Whether  they  can  be  made  with  equal  ad- 
nntage,  or  to  answer  valuable  purposes,  to  the 
MUthward  of  Rhode  Island  or  New  York,  I  can- 
not form  any  aoeurate  judgment,  from  any  infor- 


«*  a  ftM  ys-jLK  Kraaaap  ts  aa*e  a  ink  i 
'-wfifcvaaee  jex  taaCaeBfBitetar.aadaMAcr 

1>«K*  Si*  rcyair^  ^^g^s  ^ 
'Af  U0t  Ma.  aad  T¥£  mu  emaij  accwMtif  lo  aar 
eacmr,  TarCfc  ist  »ei..fliag  tae  whcseht{i 
'^9M».-j^jt»  U  BiiSiiiiii  v>ml4  be  iLaiailLt  (tte 
ftetfnKU'ja  «f  w%jca  vnaid  aiwmr*  sc  aa  efejea 
wi-.a  aa  tmemf.f  tfccaMdbcacciwdmg  lechcefifr 
M  U  3ir.  HaaBf*cey^  a  geadeaaa  mf  ■ 
aSMt  *ctemce.  aad  eapenfecsa  ■aval 
-la  tkevicaaity  ii^  ■  i  ii—i  ii  isl  cscr.  far  ibeeoi- 
vcx.M«ec  of  proevnag  aUe  voffaM* — viilsa  4i 
rcaeaof  good  wfciie  oak  tiiher  im  fiqfc  wtm. 
wfccTC  tim^  aar  he  4ifmmttd  vithoM  dags 
Crooi  the  woth;  oa  a  over  r— ■■genaad  we*. 
oraeaHy  so.  with  a  Ugh  hBafc.aM^^eRibek» 
bor  is  secttfe  firom  frr  Aifa.  aad  aionf  fiibw; 
ooi  of  the  reach  of  aa  cacay ;  aad  acar  a  god 
U/eaa  of  water,  18  or  20  feet  higher  thaa  the  » 
laee  of  the  fiver,  Ibr  the  eoaveaieaee  of  ■^■1 
lock  docks,  sawuig  tiaher,  aad  lor  aoay  othsm- 
oaUe  uses.^ 

Perhaps  tbe  mort  expediiioas  aode  of  baiUiie 
thips  imiDediately  aranted,  will  be  to  set  thai  m 
in  several  diflereot  places,  aad  by  saeh  maaiani 
ourselves  of  the  reMMrecs  of  difiseat  pom  of  ^ 
country.  I  am  by  no  means  eertaia  that  tktt  ae- 
thod  vnll  not  aUo  be  most  eeoaoaical  under  fta- 
ent  circumstance*,  and  with  Utile  seasooed  Da* 
her  in  tbe  eooatry :  and  it  will  certainly  distribtt 
more  equally  amoog  all  tbe  States,  tbe  advut^el 
which  may  arise  froin  supplying  the  materiabM 
the  labor.  But  tbe  subject  being  new,  I  am  ■« 
possnsed  of  sufficient  inforoutioa  to  state,  with  pi» 
cision.  where  these  ought  to  be.  At  a  fatare  tiae, 
when  tiie  pressure  may  be  less,  and  oar  ezpericKC 
greater,  two  or  three  {daces,  uniting  the  greotot 
number  of  advantages,  may  be  fixed  on  for  baiU- 
tuff  all  the  Urge  ships  of  the  Unite<9 States. 

The  mode  heretofore  pursued  for  obtaiaiiK 
naval  stores,for  the  ships  in  public  service,  has  bcca 
to  get  such  supplies  on  the  spot,  as  could  be  pfo- 
cured  on  moderate  terms  by  the  agent  for  baiiot^ 
or  equipping  the  ship-^ndinff  from  Philadelpkia, 
or  elsewhere,  such  articles  only,  as  could  not  Mio 
supplied,  Until  it  can  be  ascertained,  what  [4aecs 
should  be  selected  for  permanent  building  yaris 
no  great  ineonveoieace  will  result  from  pursniif 
the  mode  already  adopted,  for  supplying  tne  navu 
stores.  Deposites  of  masts,  to  supply  4}oickly  ves- 
sels which  may  come  in  dismasted,  will  be  nude 
at  Boston,  and  Norfolk — measures  indeed  bsre 
already  been  taken  for  this  purpose — and  like^ 
posites  must  be  made  at  New  York  or  Rhode  Id- 
and  ;  other  articles  required  by  vessels  in  distren, 
can  geaerally  be  had  in  those  places,  and  io  our 
other  commercial  cities. 

The  business  of  naval  armaments  being  new  ii 
this  country,  and  complicated,  it  is  impossible,  is 
this  early  stage,  to  devise  a  perfect  system  on  the 
subject.  Every  day's  experience  will  add  lo  »* 
slock  of  knowledge  possessed  by  the  cotiatry ;  w 
it  may  be  best  for  the  public  intereat  that  the  Col- 
gress,  at  their  present  session,  should  relyalilw 
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more  on  Executive  discretion  than  may  ben  after 
be  necessary.  At  the  present  session,  it  may  be 
eTpedieot  and  sufficient  that  the  President  be  au- 
thorized to  procure,  by  jjurchase  or  otherwise,  12 
ships  of  74  guns,  ana  six  brigs  or  schooners  to 
mount  not  exceediug  18  guns;  to  take  measures  for 
procuring  aad  depositing  in  docks  of  fresh  water 
and  in  places  of  safety  such  quantity  of  live-oak 
timber,  proper  for  ships  of  74  guns  and  frigates, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  such  parts  o?  the 
frames  of  twelve  T4-gun  ships,  and  as  many  frig- 
ates,^ as  may  be  deemed  essential  to  be  of  this 
species  of  timber ;  to  cause  to  be  laid  out  in  secur- 
ing other  kinds  of  timber  for  the  future  nseatof  the 
Navy,  a  sum  not  ezceediug  100,000  dolUrs:  and 
to  cause  not  exceeding  three  docks  to  be  erected 
for  the  convenience  of  repairing  ships.  For  so 
much  of  these  objects  as  can  be  accomplished  be- 
fore the  next  session  of  Congress,  an  appropriation 
of  1,200.000  dollars,  with  a  promise  of  further  ap- 
propriations, may  lie  sufficient. 

I  have  suggested  no  plan  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  manutacture  of  sail  clotb.  This  subject  will 
be  better  understood  in  Congress.  A  certainty  of 
sale,  as  already  observed,  will  be  encouragement 
enough  for  thegrowers  of  hemp. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  in  a  few 
days,  such  alterations  in  the  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy,  as  have  been  suggested  by  some 
of  the  most  experienced  captains,  with  my  own 
observations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  aad 
esteem,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

BENJAMIN  STODDERT. 

Cost  of  building  ind  equipping  a  seventy-four  gun  ship. 

of  I,6S0tonB,  ezctusive of  militaiy  stores,  9842,700. 
Annaal  expente  of  a  sevenfrr-feur  gun  ship,  per  estimate 

is*!il6,941. 

7%e  foUowing  oHmates  aeeampaaied  the  oiove  teiltr 
tf  the  Setretary  of  the  Nmjf, 

Amomit  of  cost  of  building  and  eqoipphig  a  seven^- 
fboT  gon  shim  of  1,620  tons,  exchuive  of  military 
stores  ' 

Lrve-osk  timber  - 

'White  oak  end  pine,        -         .  . 
Labor  - 

Cables,  rigging,  cordage^  Su. 
Smith's  work      -         -         .  , 
Anchors  - 
Marling  - 

Sail'maker's  Inll,  two  soiti^  indodii^  can- 


940«000 

80,000 
8S,100 
33,400 
30,400 
3,S00 
8,600 


J«fauT*8  bill,  including  staff 
Carver's  bill 
Rigger's  bill 
TaoncT's  bill 

Painter's  bUI       -  - 
Cooper's  bill 
Blockmsker's  bill  - 
Boatboilder's  Ml  - 
Plmnber's  bill  . 
Ship  chandlery  - 
Tomei'sbUI 
Copper  bollj 


16,300 
7.S00 
1,620 
2,240 
700 
3,240 
4,860 
3,240 
1,620 
2.430 
9,720 
l,2lfi 

10,960 


Sheething,  copper,  nsil%  Ac 
Woollens  for  she^hing 
Contingaides 


17,440 
1,S1S 

81,600 

9842,700 


Estimate  of  pay  and  ratUns  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  a  ship  of  war  ofieventy-fourguns—eompiemmt 
660  mm,  for  twehe  months. 

Per  month. 


Commander,  at  ^76  • 

Five  lientenants,  at  $40 

Two  lieutenants  of  marines,  at  $Si 

Sixteen  midshipmen,  at  #  1 9  - 

Three  master's  matrs,  at  $S0  • 

One  Borgeon,  at  $60  - 

Three  sorgeon'a  mates,  at  #30 

One  clerk,  at  $26  - 

One  caipentw,  at  $20  • 

Etghtcaiprator'amitei^at  $10 

One  boatnrain,  at  $20 

Four  boatswua'a  mate%  at  $19 

Twoyeommofgnn-tooDi,  at  $18 

One  gunner,  at  $S0 

Bi^teen  qnaiter-gnnna^  at  $18 

One  diiplain,  at  $40  - 

Ten  quattermastei^  at  $18  - 

Two  gunner's  mates,  at  $19  - 

One  armorer,  at  $18  - 

One  steward,  at  $18  - 

One  ooper,  at  $16  - 

One  sailmaker,  at  $S0 

Onecodunrain,  at  $18 

Two  maalers-at-arm^  at  $18  - 

One  eo6k,  at  $18 


Two  hundred  and  eight?  able  seamen, 
at  $17 

One  hundred  and  twen^  ordinary  sea- 
men, at  $12 
Baty  three  bt^a,  at  $8 
Fi%marinei- 


Per  atmunt.  Satiesu 

perdasf. 

-  $900 

f 

-  2,400 

16 

}     -  720 

4 

-  3,646 

16 

720 

6 

600 

3 

-  1,080 

6 

300 

1 

240 

3 

•  1,824 

8 

S40 

3 

912 

4 

433 

3 

340 

3 

-  8,888 

18 

460 

3 

-  3,160 

10 

466 

3 

316 

1 

SI6 

1 

316 

1 

340 

3 

316 

1 

S16 

1 

316 

1 

22,776 

116 

-  67,180 

34,480 
6,048 
3,720 


Total  pay  -         $114,144  00 

One  handred  and  uxteen  rations  per 
day,  amoonts  to  43,340  for  twelve 


months 


.  U,886  30 
$136,030  SO 


Estimate  of  provisions  for  six  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
for  tweke  months. 

608  bwrels  bee^  at  $18         -  -  $6,639  00 

603  barrels  pock,  at  $17         -  .  8,66100 

1,983  gallons  molaases,  at  76  cents  -  1,486  60 

234  cwt.  rice,  at  $4     -         .  -  636  00 

3,136  lbs.  bntter,  at  IS  cents    -  .  470  40 

24,376  lbs.  dieese,  at  12  cents  -  -  8,926  00. 

1.082  lbs.  candles,  at  20  cents  -  -  396  40 

2,81 1  gallons  vio^ar,  at  30  centa  -  848  80 

390  bushels  beans,  at  80  cents  -  .  312  00 

14,066  gsllona  ram,  at  $1        -  .  14,066  00 

2,346  lbs.  soap,  at  13  cents     -  .  304  98 

86  barrels  d  nr,  at  $8  •        •  .  688  00 
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60  birrelfl  Indian  meal,  at  #4  - 
l,660cwt.  ofbread,  tl$d  33  - 
986  gallona  lamp  oil,  at  f  1 
1,186  bnahels  of  potatoes,  atSOcenfai 
S87  ewt.  Mtt  QAt  at  $6 


RBCAPITULATION. 

Fay  and  vubaiflteiics 

Provinotu      .         -  - 

Meffidiiei  and  ho^dtal  atotaa  • 

ContmgaidtB  .        -  - 


330  00 

fi,&38  88 

386  00 

693  00 

1,722  00 


$46,911  91 


9126,039  20 
46,911  91 
6,000  00 
40,000  00 


9*16,941  11 


Amount  of  coat  far  building  and  eguipping  a  thip  o/* 
war  ofeigmeen  gum. 


TVadeamen'a  billa. 

Shipwrigbt'B  bills 

Cables,  rigging  and  cordage  - 

8mith'flbiU  - 

Anchors  -  -  - 
Masting  ... 
Sailmakera  and  canvass,  two 
nits  ... 
Jdner's  UU,  inclnJing  itoff  - 
Carver's  lull  - 

nigger's  bill  -         -  - 
Tanner's  bill  - 
Painter's  bill  • 
Cot^s  Mil  - 
Blockmaker'a  bill 
Boatbuilder's  bill 
Phimber's  bill         -  - 
Ship  dtandleiy 

Tomer'a  IhU  -  • 

She^hing  copper,  nails,  and 
rudder  braces 

Woollen  for  sheathing 

Contingencies,  such  as  ballast, 
stores,  cambooM^  nun,  wharf* 
portent,  superintend- 
ing, <fec.  - 

Militi^  stores 


Per  ton. 
«44  00 
18  00 
12  00 

2  00 

3  00 

S  SS 


36 
00 
00 
33 
00 
76 
1  60 

0  67 

1  00 
4  60 
0  40 


IS  00 
0  70 


26  00 
20  00 


900fon«. 

$13,200  00 
6,430  00 
8,600  00 
600  00 
000  00 

3,470  60 
676  00 

300  00 
600  00 
100  00 
300  00 
626  00 
460  OO 
200  00 
800  00 
1,860  00 
120  00 

8,600  00 
226  00 


7,800  00 
6,000  00 


Total  amotmt  - 


-  $162  40   $48,730  60 


Batimale  of  the  proposed  additim  to  the  Navy, 
The  annua]  expense  of  a  74  gun-ship, 

per  estimate,  is  $216,941  11— IS 

will  therefore  amount  to  - 
The  annual  expense  of  a  biigantine  of 

18  gun^  per  estimate,  is  $61,989 

10—6  will  therefore  amount  to 
Bxtra  nnoal  expense  attending 

wting  three  ahipe  of  34  guns  into 

83-giui  frigates  ... 


-  $3,608,398  S3 


311,984  60 


04 


Amoont  of  proposed  sddilioo  -  -  92,94».S78  90 
Annual  ezpeoie  itf  tte  exiitiiig  eslab- 

lUUMnt  ....    3,434.261  10 


$6,888,640  00 


EVIDENCE  m  CABE8  OF  CONTESTED 
ELECTIONS. 

rCommunietted  to  Uie  House  of  RepieeenlaliTw,  Dc- 
CMnber  16, 1797.] 

The  committee  to  whom  were  reoonunitted  certain 
BcJudone  respecting  the  mode  of  taking  eridenoe  is 
cases  of  contested  dectiona,  with  instmctlonB  to  taks 
the  matter  of  those  resolutions  generally  into  thed 
consideration,  and  report  Uieir  opinion  thereon  to  the 
House,  having  carefully  examined  the  sub)«ct,  nude 
the  following  report : 

The  subject  cootemplated  by  these  resolatitas 
naturally  presents  itself  under  two  points  of  riew: 
the  inconveniences  resoltine  from  the  want  of 
permanent  r^ulations,  and  ilie  difSculiies  which 
stand  in  the  way  of  their  establishment. 

These  iDconveaiences  have  been  felt  and  com- 
plained of  from  the  commenceoieDt  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  till  the  present  day ;  and  they  must  coa- 
tinualty  augment  with  the  natural  increase  of 
those  causes  which  give  rise  to  contests  in  elec- 
tions, while  their  pressure  will  become  more  vd 
more  heavy  as  the  progress  <tf  populatiui  on  the 
frontiers  sluill  add  new  and  more  remote  district! 
to  the  Union.  They  luve  been  so  freqaentlr  ex- 
perienced, and  are  so  unirersally  admitted^  that  a 
particular  enumeration  of  them  does  not  aj^MV 
necessary. 

These  inconveniences,  the  committee  soppose, 
may,  in  a  very  considerable  d^ree,  be  avoided  by 
the  establishment  of  some  permanent  regulations 
respecting  evidence  in  cases  of  contested  elections. 
As  to  the  difficulties  which  opixise  themselves  to 
the  adoption  of  such  regulations,  they  have  bees 
considered  by  the  committee  under  a  t  wo-fold  point 
of  view :  6rst,  as  respects  the  powers  qf  one  Honse 
of  Representatives  to  establish  rules  binding  upoa 
future  Houses;  and,  secondly,  as  respects  the  pro- 
priety of  permitting  the  other  branches  of  ihelje- 
gislature  to  ioterfer«>  even  in  the  most  indirect 
manner,  in  the  trial  of  contested  electitms  for 
the  House  of  Representatives^  to  which  the  sde 
decision,  in  such  ease^  is  referred  by  the  Con- 
slitntion. 

It  is  said  that  if  resolutions  merely  are  adopted, 
they  can  last  no  longer  than  the  Hotise  wnieh 
made  them,  and,  consequently,  cannot  be  perma- 
nent. It  is  said  that  such  resolutions,  even  coold 
they  be  permanent,  could  confer  no  power  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses  befoi^  the  persons 
authorized  to  take  examinations,  without  which 
the  whole  process  would  be  imperfect  and  ineffec- 
tual ;  and  that  this  object  cannot  be  accomplished 
without  a  law.  It  is  said  that  to  pass  a  law,  by 
the  coBsequences  of  which  the  decision  of  cut- 
tested  elections  might  be  effected,  would  be  to 
give  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature  a  con- 
trol over  objects  which  the  princi^es  of  the  Con- 
stitution, no  less  than  its  express  directions,  re- 
quire to  be  confined  exclusively  to  the  House  it- 
self. It  is  said,  in  fine^  that  such  ■  law,  eren  if 
permitted  by  the  Constitution,  would  be  ineffec- 
tual, because  it  could  enact  no  aanedons  under 
which  the  admission  of  testimony,  taken  punaut 
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to  its  directioDs,  could  be  enforced  oa  any  future 
House  of  Representatives. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  these  various  objec- 
ticus,  it  has  appeared  to  the  committee  that  the 
most  proper  and  most  effectual  method  of  estab- 
lubing  perraanent  regulations  on  this  subject,  if 
not  the  only  practical  method,  would  be  to  pass  a 
taw  for  that  purpose ;  nor  do  they  consider  as  well 
founded  the  objections  which  are  urged  againt 
that  measore. 

The  Constitution  does,  indeed,  provide  that 
^  each  Jlouse  shall  be  the  judge  of  electioos,  re- 
turns, and  qualifications  of  its  own  members." 
But  the  committee  conceive  that  to  pass  a  law  for 
the  object  iu  question,  far  from  admitting  the 
other  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  a  participa- 
tion in  the  peculiar  powers  of  the  House,  would 
be,  in  effect,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  whole  Le- , 
gislature  for  enabling  the  House  to  exercise 
those  powers  in  a  manner  more  eom[dete  and 
effectual. 

As  to  the  objection  that^uch  a  law  could  enact 
DO  sanctions  by  whicb  the  admission  of  testimony, 
taken  in  purstunee  of  its  provisions,  could  be  en- 
forced on  any  future  House  of  Representatives,  the 
committee  do  oot  consider  it  as  of  sufficient 
weight  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  measure, 
even  the  utility  of  which  they  do  not  suppose 
would  be  in  any  eonsideraUe  degree  diminished 
by  this  objection. 

The  proper  and  the  only  necessary  functions  of 
such  a  law  would  be  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  testimony  should  be  taken,  and  to  grant 
powers  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  wituesses. 
Whether  testimony  tnus  obtained  should  be  ad- 
mitted in  any  particular  case,  or  whether  further 
testimony  should  be  required,  must  depend  on  the 
decision  of  that  House  before  which  such  case 
■hould  come  for  discussion ;  and  it  would  be  io 
the  power  of  each  House,  at  the  commencement 
of  its  first  session,  to  adopt  a  rale  declaring  that, 
in  all  cases  of  contested  elections  to  come  before 
it,  testimony  taken  pursuant  to  such  law  should 
be  rec,eived.  This,  it  u  presumable,  would  be 
done,  and  would  gradually  grow  into  a  constant 
and  well  known  regulation,  to  which  all  persons 
engaged  in  contest^  elections  might  with  safety 
conform.  It  would  still  be  io  the  power  of  each 
House  to  refrain  from  passins  sueo  a  resolution, 
vid  to  reject  the  testimony;  out  it  ought  not  to 
be  presumed  that,  when  the  mode  should  have 
been  perfected  by  experience,  and  become  gene- 
rally known,  testimony  fairly  uken  in  conformity 
to  it  would  be  rejected.  On  the  contrary,  there 
would  be  a  strong  and  well-founded  presumption 
that  such  testimooy  would  be  received  ;  and  this 
presumption,  joined  to  the  aid  which  the  law 
would  aflbrd  in  con^lliDg  witnesses  to  attend, 
would  enable  persons  concerned  in  contested  elec- 
tions to  come  at  first  duly  prepared  for  the  trial, 
while  the  Constitutional  rights  of  each  House 
'  would  be  saved  by  its  power  to  adopt  or  reject 
ihe  rule  for  the  admission  of  the  testimony. 

To  adopt  this  rule  at  the  beginning  of  each 
V^gress,  before  it  should  be  known  to  what  par- 
ticular cases  it  was  intended  to  apply,  would. 


moreover,  preclude  those  inconveniences  which 
result  from  the  discussion  of  general  principles  in 
connexion  with  particular  cases. 

Conformably  to  these  idean,  the  committee  re- 
commend that  a  law  be  passed  prescribing  the 
mode  in  which,  and  the  persons  before  whom,  tes- 
timony in  cases  of  contested  elections  for  this 
House  shall  tw  taken,  and  giving  power  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses  Tor  that  purpose. 
The  details  of  this  law,  they  apprehend,  will  ap- 
pear best  in  a  bill;  but,  not  being  authorized  to 
report  io  that  form,  they  forbear  at  present  to  en- 
ter into  those  details,  and  confine  themselves  to 
the  following  resolutions,  which  they  present  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provi- 
sion, by  law,  for  taking  evidence  in  contested 
elections  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
for  compelling  the  attendance  oi  witnesses  in  such 
cases. 

ffewlved.  That  the  committee  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 


DEBTORS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Repressntativfls,  Jaa> 
Qsry  4,  1798.] 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Bel], 
mide  the  fi>llowing  report : 

That  he  is  confined  in  the  jail  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States,  on  a  custom-house  bond  executed  by  him 
for  duties  on  goodii  imported  by  one  Joseph  Rit- 
tenbouse,  who,  as  he  says,  induced  him  to  become 
princii»l  in  the  bfjnd,  contrary  to  his  intentions. 
This  circumstance,  (on  whicb,  together  with  his 
poverty  and  good  character,  the  petitioner  relies 
for  relief,)  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  inter- 
position of  legislative  aid ;  for  the  committee  be- 
lieve that,  whether  imncipU  or  surety  only,  he  ia 
bound  to  pay  the  debt 

But  having  been  well  informed  that  the  peti- 
tioner wasextremely  poor,  tbey  directed  their  in- 
quiries to  the  operation  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  passed  the  28th  May, 
1796,  supposing  the  provisions  of  that  law  were 
competent  to  the  petitioner's  relief.  On  inquiry, 
however,  they  found  that  various  opinions  were 
entertained,  oy  different  judicial  officers  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  subject ;  some  of  them  con- 
struing the  law  to  extend  to  debtors  of  the  United 
States,  others  confining  it  solely  to  the  case  (tf 
individuals.  In  order  to  obtain  ihe  most  necise 
information  oa  this  point,  the  committee  directed 
a  letter  to  be  writtra  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  which,  with  bis  answer,  are 
annexed  to  this  report.^ 

Upon  consideration  of  all  the  circumstance! 
stated  in  this  report,  vonr  committee  think  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  pass  any  law  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  before  cited,  lutil  a  judicial 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  make  it  no- 
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eessary ;  nor  can  they  reoomtnend  any  special  ia- 
terfereDce  to  a  law  of  individuatiQSolreiicjr. 

They  are  therefore  of  opiDion  that  the  petitiooer 
canaot  obtain  the  reliei  he  desireu,  ead  that  he 
hare  leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  request  your  opinion 
on  the  coDKtruction  of  the  act  of  Congress  "  fer 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  passed 
the  28th  of  May,  1796.  The  point  they  wish  to 
have  determined  is.  whether  the  relief  coolem- 
plated  by  this  act  can  be  extended  to  persons  im- 
prisoDed  in  civil  causes,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
cttaieti.  You  will  mucn  oUige  the  committee  by 
giving  your  opinion  of  the  true  coastruction  of 
the  law,  and  also  by  mentioning  such  decisions 
thereon  as  have  come  to  your  knowledge ;  it  hnv- 
ing  been  intimated  to  the  committee  that  differ- 
ent determinations  hare  taken  place  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  judges  of  different  districts. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 
The  A-rTORMEY  Generai, 

of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  December  21, 1797. 
Sir:  I  hare  considered  the  questioo  proposed 
in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
yott  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manuimctares,  bearing  date  the  29th  of  No- 
rember. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  act  for  the  relief  of 

SrsoDS  imprisoned  for  debt,  passed  on  the  28th 
y  ol  May,  1796,  extends  as  well  to  persons  im- 

S'lsoned  in  civil  causes,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
tatea,  as  to  other  prisoners  in  civil  causes. 
In  Great  Britain,  the  King  in  some  instances  is 
not  bound  by  the  general  words  of  a  sutute,  ud- 
less  he  be  expressly  named.  These  instances  are 
where  his  prerogative^ would  be  impaired  or  di- 
veitted  by  the  general  words ;  and  the  correct  rule 
is  that  general  words,  in  an  act  of  Parliament, 
bind  the  King,  though  nut  expressly  named,  unless 
his  prerogative  is  touched,  and  all  his  other  rights 
are  to  be  no  more  favored  than  the  rights  of  his 
subjects.  For  this  let  me  refer  you  to  8  Mod.  8, 
King  w.  Bishop  of  Armagh;  Dyer,  250;  Cro. 
Eliz.  50O;  2  Inst.  191. 

Every  statute  for  the  advancement  oMustice, 
&c.,  shall  bind  the  ordinary  right  of  the  Kio^,  by 
general  words,  as  well  as  ttie  right  of  the  subject. 
—2  InsL  681 ;  5  Rep.  14 ;  U  Rep.  66.  The  righ  i 
of  the  King  to  arrest  the  body  of  his  debtor,  till 
his  debt  is  paid,  is  of  the  ordinary  kind;  the  tike 
right  is  possessed  by  the  subject  also.  The  same 
reason  exists,  in  both  eases,  for  this  proceeding. 
But  the  King  is  entitled  to  priority  of  paymeDt, 
which  is  a  part  of  his  prerogative,  ana  founded 
on  the  preference  due  to  the  public  treasury  be- 
fore any  private  interest ;  yet  to  discharge  a  debt- 
or from  jail,  who  has  no  sort  of  profierty,  cannot 
interfere  with  this  prerogative.  In  such  a  case 
there  can  be  no  priority  in  payment,  because  there 


is  nothing  to  be  paid.  Thus,  if  this  reasoniog  be 
-just,  an  act  of  Parliatflent.  similar  to  the  act  of 
May  28,  1796,  would  bind,  the  King,  though  oot 
expressly  named.  It  is  true  the  bankrupt  &wsof 
Engiano,  though  the  words  are  genenL  do  not 
bind  the  King,  and  for  this  reason-~thai  tbedebl- 
or's  estates,  aner  assignment,  are  to  be  applied  to 
all  creditors  alike,  which  distribution  would  intc^ 
ferpwith  the  King's  prerogative  right  of  prioniy; 
and  his  prerogatives,  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
cannot  be  abndged  out  by  express  words.  Tiib 
is  not  like  our  insolvent  law,  which  can  openie 
in  no  case  where  the  debtor  has  any  prop^of 
greater  value  than  thirty  dollars,  or  snffieient  to 
pay  the  debt  for  which  be  is  imprisoned. 

Again,  it  may  be  observed  that  a  statute  is 
some  cases  binds  the  King,  though  not  named.— 
2  Inst.  142,  169.   And,  if  in  any  case,  surely  lite 

f general  words  of  a  statute  in  favor  of  perscHul 
iberty  ought  to  bind  the  King,  though  not  named. 

The  statute  32  Hen.  Vllf.  chap.  s£8  binds  the 
King,  though  not  named,  because  its  object  is  to 
suppress  wrong,  and  give  a  speedier  remedy.— S 
Inst.  681.  A  jorrtiori^  a  statute  in  favor  of  releas- 
ing from  perpetual  imprisonment  an  insolveot 
ciiizeOj  ought  to  bind,  by  its  general  words,  the 
sovereign  as  well  as  the  subject. 

These  arguments,  if  used  on  a  question  of  this 
sort  in  Great  Britain,  would,  in  my  ju^nient,be 
decisive  there;  and  they  seem  to  me  to  naveeren 
more  weight  when  applied  in  this  country, where 
a  priority  of  payment  has  been  established  by  lav, 
and  not  coosiaered  as  a  right  belonging  totbe 
United  States  as  a  sovereign  perogalive.  If  tbe 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  States  possess  cer 
tain  rignts  different  from  the  rights  of  iodiridul 
citizens,  they  must  be  of  a  nature  essential  to  the 
care  or  promotion  of  the  public  good.  Sardy  i> 
will  not  be  contended  that  the  right  to  impritw 
forever  an  insolrent  debtor  is  of  this  kind.  Our 
law  gives  to  the  United  States  a  priority  of  par- 
ment  before  other  creditors;  but,  construing  tbe 
act  of  the  28th  Majr,  1796,  to  include  the  United 
States  as  well  as  individuals  within  its  genenl 
words,  does  not  interfere  with  tbeir  right  of  [pri- 
ority, as  has  been  already  shown ;  nor  does  it  io- 
terfere  with  any  right  of  sovereignty  vested  in  ibe 
United  States,  or  any  right  essential  or  contriba- 
tory  to  the  national  good,  which  they  should 
possess. 

I  have  been  the  more  full  upon  this  subject  b^ 
cause  I  have  heard  of  one  instance  where  an  ><I- 

1'udication  contrary  to  this  opinion  has  been  gives- 
hare  been  told  that  Judge  Peters,  in  tbe  case  of 
one  Rittenhouse,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  a  ciril 
cause  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States,  refused  to 
administer  tbe  oath  of  an  iosoW«it  to  him,oDilM 
ground  that  the  act  did  not  bind  the  United  Sum 
they  not  being  expressly  named  in  it.  It  is 
able  the  subject  was  not  investigated  at  that  time. 
Howevo"  tlutt  may  be,  for  the  reasons  before  stt-, 
ted,  I  cannot  concur  in  opinion  with  the  leaned 
jadge. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee  to  a  report  oi 
the  Attorney  General  on  Mackey's  petition  to 
Congress,  in  the  Winter  of  1790,  which  soggestcd 
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the  act  of  28th  May,  1796,  as  contaiDiog  some  ob- 
serratioDs  connected  with  the  subject  now  under 
oonsideratioo.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  hamUe  ^errant. 

CHARLES  LEE. 
To  Bdwabd  LivmosTON,  Esq., 

Chairman  Ctowi.  of  Com.  ^  Man.* 

P.  S.  The  forgoing  I  submitted  to  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  Pennsylvania,  whose  opinion 
deserves  much  respect;  and  it  becomes  my  doty 
to  mention  that  we  do  not  concur.  By  mandamu$ 
the  law  may  be  settled  in  February. 


BEVI8I0N  OP  THE  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF 
OF  PERSONS  IMPRISONED  FOR  DEBT. 

[Communicat«d  to  Congress  Jannaty  18|  1798.] 

Gmilemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Repruentaiive* : 
A  representation  has  been  made  to  me  by  the 
Judge  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  of  the  United 
States,  of  certain  inconveniences  and  disagreeable 
circumstances  which  have  occurred  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  May^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  entitled  ^'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt,"  8B  well  as  of  eeruin  doubts 
which  hare  been  raised  concerning  its  construc- 
tion.  This  repretientalion,  together  with  the  re- 

r)rt  of  the  A  ttorney  Oeneral  on  the  same  subject, 
DOW  transmit  to  CoAgress  for  their  considera- 
tion, that,  if  any  amendments  or  explanations  of 
that  law  should  be  thotight  advisable,  they  may 
be  adopted. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UnrrsD  States,  Jamary  18, 1798. 

Pbiladblpbia,  January  8, 1798. 
Sib:  From  motives  of  humanity  towards  the 
objects  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  I 
have,  under  several  disagreeable  circamstances, 
endearored  to  carry  that  law  into  effect ;  hut  I 
find  it  deficient  in  many  essential  proTisions.  It 
is  doabifat  whether  the  district  judge  is  vested 
with  jadieial  powers,  or  those  of  a  bankrupt  com- 
'  misiioner.  It  should  seem  tlut  judicial  authority 
was  Dot  intended,  as  I  «□  hardly  suppose  Con- 
gress meant  to  commit  any  part  of  the  judiciary 
authority  of  the  United  States  into  a  situation  so 
inefficient  and  degrading.  The  proceedings  are 
to  be  had  within  the  waits  of  a  prison,  and  the 
judge  is  to  certify  them  to  the  jailer.  In  this  dis- 
trict, where  contracts  are  numerous,  complicated, 
and  extensive,  it  is  impracticable  to  do  business 
with  propriety  and  effect  in  a  jail.  No  record  of 
the  transactions  is  directed  when  the  judge  him- 
self acts,  thoueh  the  law  requires  the  commission- 
ers appointed  ny  him  to  return  their  doings  to  the 
District  Coon.  The  judge  has  no  antwrity  to 
order  the  prisoner  to  tie  bron^t  into  a  more  fit 
and  eonreoient  place,  nor  to  punish  contempts  or 
,«nfon:e  orders  j  and  if  it      as  it  appears,  an  ex- 


trajudicial transaction,  tt  is  doubtful  whether  per- 
sons, other  than  the  debtor,  takiojg  falite  oaths,  be- 
fore either  the  judge  or  commissioners,  can  be 
punished  for  perjury.  These  are  not  all  the  de- 
fects of  this  law,  but  they  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  it  wants  revision  and  correction. 

There  are  some  persons  in  the  debtors'  apart- 
ment of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  con- 
fined under  process  of  the  District  Court  for  debts 
to  the  United  States.  I  have  been  (after  due  in- 
vestigation at  the  time,  as  the  liberty  of  a  citizen 
was  in  question)  and  am  now  of  opinion,  that 
debtors  to  the  United  States  are  not  relievable 
under  the  act  before  mentioned.  These  debtors 
have  been  a  long  time  confined.  One  of  them 
before  the  last  Winter  session  of  Congress.  A 
learned  law  officer  conceives  that  I  ought  to  con- 
sider them  as  objects  of  the  law;  hut  anotlwr, 
whose  opinion  he  is  reminded  by  1^  duty  to  men- 
tion as  deserving  respect,  does  not  concur  with 
him.  He  proposes,  instead  of  legislative  ex|^ika- 
tions,  that  the  question  should  be  examined  b^ 
mandamus.  In  the  meantime  these  unhappy  pri- 
soners are  the  victims  to  a  delay,  which  a  few 
words  in  law  would  long  ago  have  remedied,  and 
will  now  further  prevent.  I  mention  this  hardy 
to  show  that  the  law  is  at  least  doubtful  on  this 
point.  In  my  motives  for  executing  this  law,  1 
choose  to  forget  all  questions  about  Constitutional 
authority  to  compel  a  judge  to  perform  extrajudi- 
cial authority. 

The  marshal  of  the  district  represents  to  me 
that  there  is  no  provision  made  for  fuel  and  other 
necessaries  for  poor  debtors  confined  by  process 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  Witnessesare 
also  confined  in  jail,  to  insure  their  appearance  to 
give  testimony,  and  suffer  for  want  ot  provision 
adequate  to  their  support. 

I  have  deemed  myself  bound  to  make  this  rep- 
resentation to  you,  that  no  imputation  may  lie  on 
me,  if  persons  confined  under  the  [H-ocess  bf  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  suffer  and  continue 
in  prison  for  want  of  provision  for  their  release  or 
support.  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  PETBRB, 
Judge  Petm.  District  of  U.  S. 

The  Pbbbideht  or  tbb  Unitsu  States. 


Philaoelpbia,  January  10,  1798. 

Sir:  I  have  attentively  considered  the  letter  of 
the  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  dated  the  8th  instant,  relative  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  which  he 
thinks  deficient  in  many  particulars. 

1.  He  states  it  as  doubtful  whether  the  act  rest- 
ed judicial  power  in  the  judge  relative  to  the  dis- 
charge of  insolvents,  and  assigm  for  the  reason  of 
the  ooubt  that  the  law  requires  the  proceedings 
to  be  had  in  the  'jail,  and  certified  to  the  Jailer. 
This  reason  creates  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  for  ju- 
dicial authority  may  be  exercised  in  any  place 
appointed  by  law,  and  the  certificate  to  the  jailer 
is  requisite  to  inform  him  whether  the  prisoner 
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ma7  be  discharged  as  an  insolvent,  or  is  to  remain 

in  eustouy. 

2d.  The  complaint  a^insl  the  law  in  requiring 
the  jud^e  to  to  the  jail,  and  there  to  execute 
the  business,  is  well  founded.  It  is  unnecessarily 
degrading  aud  troublesome,  and  must  be  very  dis- 
agreeable. The  act  should  be  amended,  by  au- 
thorizing the  judge  to  issue  his  warrant  commaod- 
iog  the  jailer  to  bring  the  prisooer  before  him,  at 
some  certain  time  and  place  to  be  named-in  the 
warraut,  and  authorizing  any  parties  interested  to 
obtain  subpceuas  for  witnesses  from  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  requiring  their  attendance  to  give  testi- 
mony then  aod  there.  Also  in  the  great  cities  of 
Philadelphia,  New  York.  Boston,  Baltimore,  and 
Charleston,  the  judge  of  the  district  should  hare 

Eiwer  to  appoint  two  commissioners  to  do  this 
nd  of  business,  when  it  shall  be  inconTenimt  to 
the  district  judgie,  by  reason  of  other  judicial  oc- 
Cttfiationa.  absuiee,  siekDeH,  or  other  inability, 
to  act. 

3d.  It  is  objected  that  the  act  does  not  require 
a  record  of  the  transactions  when  the  judge  him- 
self acts.  Certainly  the  proceediogs  ought  to  be 
recorded  in  the  district  court  by  the  clerk  of  that 
court,  whether  done  befcve  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  or  commissioners,  ana  so  I  nnden.tand 
the  law  as  it  now  is ;  for  though  it  does  not  ex- 
presslijr  direct  the  judge,  when  be  acts,  to  return 
his  domgs  to  the  district  court,  yet  it  is  implied, 
from  the  nature  of  a  court  of  record,  that  what- 
ever is  judicially  done  by  the  court  shall  he  re- 
corded. However,  this  may  be  made  plainer  by 
an  amendment. 

4th.  It  is  doubted  whether  witnesses  taking  false 
oaths  before  the  commuswnen  are  panishable  for 
perjury ;  and  considering  the  expressions  of  the 
act  of  Congress  respecting  perjury,  there  seems 
good  cause  for  this  doubt. 

5th.  it  is  represented  that  no  provision  is  made 
for  supplying  necessaries  to  poor  persons  confined 
under  execution  as  debtors,  or  confined  as  wit- 
nesses,  to  insure  th«r  appearance  to  testify.  This 
defect  should  be  supplied. 

6th.  A  difference  of  opinion  is  entertained  whe- 
ther the  act  before  mentioned  comprehends  debt- 
ors to  the  United  States  or  not.  On  this  question, 
and  on  this  alone,  a  committee  of  Congressapplied 
lately  to  me  for  mj  opinion,  which  I  sent,  and  of 
which  I  take  the  liberty  to  transmit  the  enclosed 
copy.  As  I  think  the  fewer  the  laws  the  better, 
if  competent  to  the  pturpose  of  society,  I  deem  it 
adrisable  to  avoid  every  unnecessary  multiplica- 
tion  of  legtdative  acts.  If  this  was  the  only  ob- 
jection or  doubt  in  the  law  now  under  considera- 
tion, it  might  wait  for  a  judicial  decision  in  the 
Supreme  Court ;  but,  as  in  other  respects  the  law 
is  capable  of  essential  amendments,  it  will  be 
best  tnai  the  attention  of  Congress  be  called  to  the 
whole  subject  With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  ooedient,  humble 
samnt, 

CHARLES  LEE. 

The  PBG8IDBMT  OP  TBS  UhITBD  StATEB. 


RELIEF  OF  IMPRISONED  DEBTOS& 
—  • 
[Commamcated  to  tbeHouaeof  RepreMotatiTH,  Feibe»- 

aiy  36,  1798.] 
Mr.  N.  SNrra,  from  the  conunitlee  appointed  to  inqon 
into  the  expediMU^  of  making  aUentioos  in  the  act 
tfbr  the  relief  of  penoM  imprisnied  br  debt,  nndeike 
following  report : 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  said  act  ought  to  be  so 
amended  as  to  extend  its  provisions  inexpres5  terms 
to  persons  imprisoned  in  civil  causes  at  the  suit 
of  the  United  Slates;  also,  thai  the  several  District 
Judges  ought  to  be  authorized  to  issue  their  war- 
rants, cotnmandiDg  the  jailors  to  bring  the  prison- 
ers before  them  at  such  time  and  ^ace  as  they  shall 
think  proper  loappoincfor  the  purpose  of  executing 
the  business  assigned  them  by  the  said  act;  aud  ia 
case  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  cities  of  Philadd- 
pbia,  New  York,  Boston,  Mtimore,  and  Ctmrlea* 
ton,  the  judges  ought  to  be  empowered  to  appoiat 
two  commissioners  to  do  the  ousiness  under  the 
said  act,  when  it  shall  be  inconvenient  for  the 
judges  10  attend  on  the  said  business  by  reason 
of  other  judicial  duties,  absence,  sickness,  or  inabili- 
ty. Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  the  support  xd 
poor  prisoners  during  their  confinement,  previotia 
to  taking  the  oath  provided  for  them  by  the  said 
act. 

REVISION  OF  CERTAIN  ACTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Repreaeotativsi^ 

April  35,  1798.] 
Mr.  Oti^  from  the  eoraouttae  to  n^orn  wen  ii<lsirf 
two  reMdntkaw  trf'tfie  37th  trf'Mtrdi  tail,  to  eowadwir 
any,  and  what,  alteratjons  ought  to  be  made  in  an  est 
entitled  *'  An  set  for  the  relief  of  penoos  inyciMoad 
for  debt  {"  and  also  in  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  pio- 
vide  for  mitigating  or  remittii^  the  fbiftiturea^  penl- 
tiei^  and  diaabilitiBi^  aecrofaig  in  certain  cam  tfaetaiB 
mentioned,"  made  the  following  r^Hirt : 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  relief 
afforded  by  law  to  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  at 
the  suit  of  individuals,  should  be  extended  to 
those  who  may  be  imprisoned  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States ;  and,  accordingly,  sutnnit  the  bill 
accompanying  this  report. 

Upon  the  second  resolution  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  no  debtor  to  the  United  Staiea 
should  be  discharged  from  imprisonment  upon 
any  judgment  but  with  the  approb^ioo  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury;  and  they  have  inserted 
in  the  aforesaid  bill  a  provision  for  this  object. 

This  bill,  if  adopted,  will  embrace  all  the  pri- 
vate petitions  that  were  submitted  to  the  conmit- 
tes,  except  that  of  James  Qreenleaf.  This  peti- 
tioner is  confined  upon  mesne  process,  and  prays 
that  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  pers<ms 
imprisoned  for  debt  may  he  extended  to  such  po^- 
sons  prior  to  the  recovery  of  final  judgment ;  bat 
tfae  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  inoovatioii^ 
of  this  nature  cannot  be  made  with  propriety  or  ' 
convenience,  unless  by  means  of  a  luiform  system 
of  bankruptcy;  they  therefore  recommend  that  said 
Oreenleaf  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
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INDEMNITY  TO  ESTATE  OF  GEN.  GREENE. 

[OommtiBieKted  to  Um  Hoom  itf  BepmentatiTefl,  Feb- 
nuiy  14, 179B.] 

The  Committee  of  Clainu,  to  whom  were  lecommitted 
the  petittoD  of  Heiuy  Hill,  and  the  Mreral  reports 
AereOD..  "  with  instructioni  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  &cts  relative  to  the  demands  against  which  the 
United  States  have  indemnified  General  Greene,  as 
surety  for  John  Bwiks,"  having  investifated  and  had 
tbe  HiDe  antler  oonsideratitm,  now  present,  aa  the 
fsndt  of  their  inquiriea,  the  feOowiBg  report: 

The  transaction  in  which  the  claim  ta  qaestion 
originated  took  place  as  ion^  ago  a&  the  month  of 
December,  1780 ;  at  which  time  Joseph  Clay,  then 

etymaster  for  the  Southern  Armyjpaid  to  Major 
urnett,  aid-de-camp  to  General  Gheeoe.  andoy 
his  orders,  the  sam  of  $37^300  in  bills  of  exchange, 
for  specie. 

Pursuant  to  (Jeneral  Greene's  direciioD,  Major 
Burnett  lodged  those  bills  in  the  bands  of  Claries 
Pettit,  Esq ,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  then  assis- 
tant Gtuartermaster  General  under  Gen.  Greene. 

A  part  of  thv  bills,  amounting  to  19,800,  Mr. 
Pettit  delivered  to  Mr.  Morris,  then  Supennten- 
dcDt  of  Finance,  who  accounted  for  that  sum;  the 
remaining  $27,400  were  sotd  by  Mr.  Pettit.  They 
produced  919,516  IB-Mihs  in  money,  of  which  he 
paid  810,903  S4-90ths  to  Major  Burnett  for  the 
use  of  General  Greene,  by  whom  it  has  been  ac- 
counted for.  The  balance,  amounting  to  $8,612 
24-90ihs  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pettit,  who 
retained  it  as  public  money,  in  payment  of  a  bal- 
ance which  he  allied  to  be  due  to  him  from  the 
public  in  the  duarterm aster's  department.  Id 
this  manner  he  has  always  declared  himself  ready 
toaccount  for  it,  and  the  committee  find  it  actually 
charged  to  the  Q.uarler master  General,  in  an  ac- 
count between  that  department  and  the  United 
States,  which  was  stated  by  Mr.  Burrall,  the  late 
Commissioner,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1789,  but  has 
DOtyet  been  finally  closed. 

The  Treasury  Department,  at  that  time  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Morris,  viewed  this  transac- 
tion in  a  different  light  from  Mr.  Pettit ;  regard- 
ing Major  Burnett  as  a  principal  in  the  business, 
they  opened  an  account  against  him.  in  which  he 
was  chafed  with  the  whole  amouiit  of  hills  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Clay,  and  credited,  not  for  the 
whole  amount  as  delivered  by  him  to  Mr.  Pettit, 
but  for  the  sum  paid  by  Mr.  Pettit  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance,  and  to  General  Greene;  thus 
the  balance  of  $3,612  24-90ih5.  retained  by  Mr. 
Pettit,  stood  on  the  books  of  tae  Treasury  as  a 
charge  against  Major  Burnett. 

Not  long  afterwards  Major  Burnett  formed  a 
co-par toersbip  in  trade  with  John  Banks,  and  sun- 
dry other  persons,  under  the  firm  of  Hunter.  Banks, 
and  Co. 

It  was  with  John  Banks,  a  partner  in  this  house, 
that  General  Greene,  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1782, 
and  in  pursuance  of  authority  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  concluded  a  contract  for  supplies  of 
elotliiBg  for  the  tro<ws  under  his  command.  Banks 
contracted  on  behalf  of  the  houae,  and  the  jiapplieB 
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for  completing  the  contract  were  purchased  on 
credit  by  the  contractors  from  certain  British 
merchants  in  Charleston. 

Soon  afterwards  proposals  were  made  by  John 
Banks,  on  behalf  of  the  same  house,  for  the  supplr 
of  provisions  for  the  Southern  Army,  for  wbicn 
General  Greene  had  also  been  authorized  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance  to  contract.  Theae 
proposals,  the  ursent  necessities  of  the  service 
compelled  General  Greene  to  accept,  and  the  new 
contract  for  this  object  was  concluded  on  the  ISth 
of  February,  1783.  Id  this  contract  Banks  alon^ 
appeared, and  the  accounts  at  the  Treasury  wede 
opened  in  his  name,  but  it  is  fully  understood  that 
he  acted  on  behalf  of  the  house  of  Hunter,  Banks, 
and  Co. 

It  soon  appeared  that  the  engagements  of  the 
house,  under  this  last  contract,  were  beyond  their 
means.  They  were  pressed  for  payment  by  the 
merchants  from  whom  the  goods  for  completing 
their  first  contract  had  been  purchased,  and  who 
insisted  that  tlie  funds  of  the  nouse  sbuuld  be  ap- 

f»lied  solely  to  the  discharge  of  their  demands^  un- 
ess  new  and  satisfactory  security  should  begiven. 
This  security  the  house  was  unable  to  find,  and 
the  funds  in  question,  the  only  means  whereby 
they  had  the  least  chance  of  completing  their  sec- 
ond contract,  were  thus  locked  up. 

In  the  dilemma,  tbey  had  recourse  to  General 
Greene,  who,  in  order  to  set  free  their  funds,  and 
enable  them  to  furnish  the  Army  with  provisions, 
became  surety  for  them  to  sundry  persons,  and  in 
a  large  amount.  The  bonds  whereby  this  security 
was  given  were  ezecoied  about  the  8th  of  April, 
J  783. 

As  a  counter  security  for  himself,  General 
Greene  exacted  from  Banks,  who  represented 
the  house  throughout  the  whole  transaction,  an 
engagement  that  the  moneys  to  become  due  from 
the  United  States,  under  the  contract^  should  be 
applied  solely  and  exclusively  to  the  discharge  of 
those  debts  for  which  be  had  thus  become  respon- 
sible; and  the  more  effectually  to  insure  the  per- 
formance of  this  engagement,  authority  was  given 
by  Banks  to  James  Warrington,  one  of  those  cr^ 
ditors.  and  aeent  for  the  other^  to  receive  those 
moneys  in  Philadelphia^  as  they  should  become 
due.  He  accordingly  did  receive  $27,000  under 
this  authority  from  Mr.  Pettit,  in  Philaddphia, 
who  was  the  agent  of  Banks,  and  drew  the  monojy 
from  the  Treasury  as  it  became  due  under  the 
contract.  Some  payments,  but  to  a  much  smaller 
amount,  were  likewise  made  in  the  same  manner 
to  other  creditors  of  this  description.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  above-mentioned  engagement  was 
ever  reduced  to  writing,  or  assumed  the  shape  of 
a  formal  contract;  nor  is  it  known  to  have  been 
made  at  the  time  when  General  Greene  became 
security  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  been 
considered  and  re]}reseoted  by  the  house  as  a  stip- 
ulation, not  only  with  GeneralGreen^but  alsowiui 
their  creditors ;  and  that  they  gave  their  agent, 
Mr.  Pettit,  instructions  to  confonn  to  it  by  paying 
the  contract  money  in  discharge  of  those  debts, 
with  a  statement  of  which  they  also  famished 
him.  Banks,  however,  was  far  from  obserring 
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this  engagement;  for  a  considerable  part  of  the 
funds  in  question  were  diverted  hy  him  into  other 
channels. 

When  the  accoant  of  Banks  under  this  contract 
for  the  supply  of  provisions  came  to  be  settled 
with  his  ageni,  Mr.  Pettit,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  Superinteodeat  of  Fioaoce, 
Mr.  Morris,  considered  Major  Burnett  as  ooe  of 
the  contractors;  and  findinf;  him  charged  in  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  with  the  balance  of  38,612  24, 
which  Mr.  Pettit  had  formerly  retained  out  of  the 

rroceeds  of  the  bills  brought  from  the  Southward 
y  Burnett,  in  1780.  he  insisted  on  placing  that 
sum  to  the  debit  of  tne  contract  account.  This  he 
did  upon  the  principle  that  this  money  was  due 
to  the  United  States  by  Burnett,  one  of  the  con- 
tractors, and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  deducted  out 
of  the  sums  due  from  the  IJnited  States  under 
the  contract  of  the  house  whmof  Burnett  was  a 
partner. 

Mr.  Pettit,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  that 
the  bills  placed  in  his  hands  by  Major  Burnett,  in 

fiursuance  of  General  Greeners  orders,  were  pub- 
ic property,  in  the  iraosmission  of  which  Irom 
Mr.  Clay  to  him,  Burnett  ought  to  be  regarded 
merelv  as  (be  messenger  of  (^neral  Greene,  and 
that  toe  money  arising  from  these  bills  being  pub- 
lic money,  he,  as  Assistant  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, had  a  right  to  retain  and  account  for  them 
in  tnat  departmeoi ;  so  that  no  charge  could  justly 
be  made  on  this  account  against  Major  Burnett ; 
nor  did  he  admit  that  if  the  charge  against  Burnett 
was  just,  his  private  debts  to  the  public  could  be 
set  off  against  the  claims  of  Banks,  who  alone  ap- 
peared in  the  contract,  and  in  whose  name,  indi- 
Tidually,  the  contract  account  had  been  opened 
and  kept  at  the  Treasury. 

However  doubtful  the  last  of  these  points  may 
be,  the  committee,  upon  full  consideration,  are 
clearly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Pettit  was  right  as  to 
the  first,  and  that  the  balance  in  question  oueht 
never  to  have  been  charged  to  Major  Burnett.  He 
manifestly  acted  as  the  mere  agent  of  General 
Greene  in  transmitting  those  bills  of  exchange 
from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Pettit ;  and  if 
it  was  proper  to  open  any  account  against  him  at 
the  Treasury  for  (his  transaction,  he  ought  to  have 
been  charged  with  the  bills  as  received  from  Mr. 
Clay,  and  credited  with  them  as  delivered  to  Mr. 
Pettit,  and  then  the  account  would  have  been  bal- 
anced and  closed. 
If  the  committee  are  right  in  supposing  that 
V  Major  Burnett  ought  not  to  have  been  charged 
with  this  balance,  which  Mr.  Pettit  bad  retained, 
and  was  willing  to  account  for,  it  follows  that  no 
foundation  existed  for  the  ebaige  against  Banks 
in  the  contract  account.  The  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  however,  settled  the  account  in  his  own 
way;  and  this  balance,  with  interest,  amounting 
io  the  whole  (o  $9,786  81,  was  charged  to  Banks ; 
but  the  propriety  of  (his  decision  was  never  ad- 
mitted, either  by  the  latter  or  by  his  agent.  The 
settlement  took  place,  partially,  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1783,  and  tne  above-mentioned  charge 
was  made;  on  (he  30(h  of  March  followiog,  the 
account  was  finally  closed.   Upon  this  settle- 


ment, and  after  charging  Banks  with  tlie  balance 
in  question,  there  was  a  balance  against  him  of 
$2,715  88.  From  this  statement  it  appears,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  that  the 
United  States  have  been  twice  credited  with  this 
sum  of  $8,768  81 ;  &rst  ia  the  Q,uartermasier 
General's  Department,  and  secondly  in  the  con- 
tract account  of  John  Banks,  to  whom,  they  are 
of  opinion,  it  was  improperly  charged  in  the  set- 
tlement of  December,  1783.  This  error,  they  con- 
ceive, ought  to  be  corrected  by  i^cing  the  sum 
io  question  to  his  credit  on  that  day  j  so  that,  in- 
stead of  a  balance  against  him  of  S^^TIS  88,  there 
would  be  a  balance  m  his  favor  of  97,052  S3;  for 
which  sum  the  United  States  must,  of  course,  be 
considered  as  indebted  to  him  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1783.  But,  as  the  account  was  closed  at 
the  Treasury  under  the  former  Govmiment,  and 
as  the  present  Treasury  Department  have  adopted 
a  rule  that  no  such  accounts  shall  now  be  opcoied, 
this  error  cannot  be  corrected  witbout  the  aid  of 
Congress. 

It  is  this  stun  of  $7,052  83,  contended  to  have 
thus  become  due  from  the  United  States  to  John 
Banks  on  the  31st  of  December,  1783,  that  is  now 
claimed  b^  Heury  Hill,  as  the  attorney  in  fact  a( 
James  Miller,  who  rests  his  claim  on  an  assign- 
ment from  Banks.  The  assignment,  a  copy  of 
which  is  subjoined  to  this  report,  hears  date  on 
the  7ih  day  of  April,  1784.  From  the  paper  itseif, 
as  well  as  from  an  explanatory  letter  from  Charles 
Pettit,  £sq.  to  Mr.  Hill,  wbicn  is  also  subjoined,  it 
appears  clearly  to  include  the  abore-mentionied 
sum.  By  a  certificate  from  the  late  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  which  is  also  annexed,  it  appears 
that,  in  the  Winter  of  1789-90.  this  assignment 
was  produced  to  him  by  Mr.  Hill,  in  support 
his  claim  against  the  United  States  for  the  bal- 
ance in  question.  The  reasons  why  the  clain 
could  not  be  admitted  at  the  Treasury  have  ^- 
ready  been  stated. 

About  the  time  of  this  assignment,  the  house  of 
Hunter,  Banks,  &  Co.  failed,  and  Banks  soon  after 
died  insolvent.  Those  creditors  of  the  house  to 
whom  General  Greene  had  given  security  brought 
suits  agaiost  his  estate,  and  his  legal  representa- 
tives applied  to  Congress  for  relief  and  indemni- 
ty. Tnis  applica(ion  was  made  by  the  petition  of 
General  Greene's  widow,  on  the  4th  of  March. 
1790.  A  bill  granting  the  indemnity  was  intro- 
duced and  read  a  fint  time  on  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1792. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1792,  while  this  measure 
was  still  depending,  Mr.  Hill  presented  a  petition 
to  Congress,  stadog  his  claim  against  the  United 
States  under  John  Banks,  and  praying  that  oomct 
which  might  be  passed  for  the  relief  of  Qeneral 
Greene's  estate  might  be  so  framed  as  to  impair 
bis  claim.  This  petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, who  reported  favorably  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1792,  and  their  report  was  referred  to  (he 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  who  then  had 
under  consideration  the  bill  above  mentioned. 
With  (his  matter  thus  before  it,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded, on  the  same  day,  to  pass  the  bill. 

This  bil^  which  pamd  into  a  law  on  the  S7th 
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of  the  same  nioDtfa,eoataiaed  the  following  clause : 
"  Prorided,  also,  that  the  said  executors  shall  make 
OTer  aod  assign  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury aad  bis  successors,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  all  niort^ges,  bonds,  covenaats,  or  other 
eouDter  securities  whatsoever,  now  due,  which 
were  obtained  by  the  said  General  Greene,  iu  bia 
lifetime,  from  the  said  Banks  dk  Co.,  on  account 
of  his  being  surety  for  them  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid 
for  in  the  name  of  the  said  executors,  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States." 

On  the  8ih  of  November,  1792,  James  Warring- 
ton, as  attorney  in  fact  for  Joseph  Blachford,  ooe 
of  the  creditors  of  John  Banks,  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress,  stating  the  balance  due,  as  abore 
mentioned,  from  the  United  States  to  Banks,  and 
[raying  that  it  might  be  paid  to  him  in  satisfac- 
tkm  of  the  debt  of  bis  principal.  This  petiiiun 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  wno  reported  on  the 
1st  of  Febraary  following.  After  reciting  the  c>r- 
enmstaaces  of  the  case,  they  recommeuo  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  :  **  Rmdved,  That  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury  cause  the  sum  of 
$9,768  81.  charged  to  John  Banks  on  the  Slst  day 
of  December,  1783.  to  be  credited  to  the  said  John 
Banks ;  and  that  the  sum  so  credited  be  charged 
to  sDch  other  person  as,  in  their  opinion,  shall  be 
justly  chargeable  therewith."  This  resolution  was 
adopted  on  the  20th  of  February,  1793.  A  bill 
was  brought  in  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, at  the  samesession ;  but  the  Senate  adjourned 
without  acting  upon  it,  and,  of  course,  it  was  lost. 

James  Warrington  took  no  further  steps  in  the 
business;  but,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1793. 
Henry  Hill,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other  credit- 
ors of  John  Banks,  presented  a  petition  to  the 
House,  stating  that  such  a  bill  had  passed  the 
House  at  a  former  session,  and  praying  tnat  a-simi- 
lar  bill  might  be  passed  for  the  benefit  of  those  en- 
titled under  Banks.  This  petition  was  referred  to 
a  committee,  who  reported  favorably  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1794.  No  proceedings,  however,  appear 
to  have  been  had  on  the  report  till  the  22d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1795,  when  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims.  That  committee  made  a  favorable 
report  on  the  26th  of  May,  1796,  which  was  re- 
fared  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  but 
not  further  acted  upon  during  that  session. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1796,  the  report  last 
mentioned  was  again  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  who,  on  the  14th  of  the  same 
month,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  On  the  13ih  of  January, 
1797,  that  committee  asain  made  a  favorable  re- 
port, which  was  again  the  subject  of  tbe  last  re- 
commitment. 

These  various  reports,  which  are  to  be  found  on 
the  files  of  the  House,  uniformly  recommend  the 
passing  of  a  law  similar  to  the  bill  actually  passed 
oy  the  House  on  the  petition  of  James  Warring- 
ton, and  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  correct 
tbe  error  committed  by  the  Treasury  in  the  spt- 
tlement  of  Banks's  contract  account  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1783,  bv  placing  the  aforementioned 
balance  to  his  credit  on  that  day ;  thon  legally 


entitled  to  this  balance  under  Banks  might  then 
obtain  it,  either  by  ai)plication  at  the  Treasury,  or 
by  Judicial  decision,  in  case  of  controversy. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1796,  while  these  pro- 
ceedings on  Mr.  Hili's  application  were  had,  a 
second  petition  was  presented  to  Congress,  by  uie 
representatives  of  General  Greene,  prayioff  for  re* 
lia  and  indemai&cation  against  others  ofBanks's 
creditors,  to  whom  lie  had  become  surety  in  the 
manner  and  for  the  purposes  already  stated.  In 
cousequence  of  this  petition,  an  act  was  passed  on 
the  1st  of  June  following,  granting  the  relief 
prayed  for,  and  containing  the  following  proviso: 

"  The  said  executors  shall  make  over  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Trea^mry  and  his  successors, 
for  the  United  States,  all  property,  mortgages, 
bondf,  covenants,  and  other  counter  securities 
wliatsoevo*,  if^snch  there  are,  which  were  ohtaia- 
ed  by  General  Greene,  in  his  lifctimp,  from  tbe 
said  John  Banks  and  partnera,  or  either  of  them, 
and  causes  of%ctioo  on  account  of  his  being  surety 
for  them  as  aforesaid ;  to  be  paid  for  in  the  name 
of  the  said  executors,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States." 

It  appears  that,  under  these  two  acts,  the  follow- 
ing sums  have  been  paid  out  of  tbe  Treasury  of 
tbe  United  States,  iu  discharge  of  debts  originallr 
contracted  by  Hunter,  Banks,  dt  Co.,  for  which 
General  Greene  became  surely : 
Under  the  first  act,      -  $27,504  IS 

Under  the  second,      ...        20,000  00 


TouL 


•47,504  16 


for  which  sum  the  committee  apprehend  thm 
can  be  no  doubt  that  tbe  United  States  may  justly 
connider  themselves  as  the  ereditors  of  Huntn, 
Banks,  Sl  Co. 

The  debt  of  Harris  and  Blachford  hariog  been 
one  of  those  for  which  General  Greene  was  hound, 
and  against  which  his  estate  has  been  indemnified, 
it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  had  the  bill  which  was 
founded  on  the  petition  oi  James  Warrington  been 
enacted  and  the  money  contemplated  by  it  been 
paid  to  Warrington,  that  money  would  havegone 
in  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  debt  due  from 
Hunter,  Buiks,  &  Co.  to  Harris  and  Blachford, 
and,  of  course,  would  have  reduced  by  so  much 
the  sum  for  wnich  the  United  States  became  re- 
sponsible by  virtue  of  the  second  act  of  indemnity 
for  General  Greene's  estate ;  but  whether,  in  caae 
that  bill  had  passed  into  a  law,  the  said  money 
would  have  been  paid  to  Warrington  or  to  Henry 
HilL  by  Tirtue  of  bis  auigoment,  the  eommitiee 
cannot  decide. 

The  facto  here  stated  appear  in  the  various  re- 
ports and  other  documents,  respecting  this  busi- 
ness, which  are  now  on  the  files  of  the  Hoase ;  bat 
as  the  papers  are  numerous  and  detached,  the 
committee,  instead  of  merely  referring  to  menk, 
have  thought  best  to  form  a  connectedstatemeot 
of  those  facts  which  appear  to  be  material. 

This  they  now  present,  and  hope  it  is  so  full  as 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  further  research,  and 
that  it  may  furnish  all  the  information  reqaiaile 
or  guiding  the  House  in  it*  decision. 
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The  engaoeiuent  by  John  Baaka  to  Geoeral 
Greene  and  liis  creditors,  that  the  money  which 
should  become  dae  to  him  on  the  coattact  should 
be  api^ied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  for  which 
General  Greene  was  surety,  hariog  been  lon^  pre- 
Tious  to  the  negotiation  under  which  the  petiiioner 
claims,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  those  who 
claim  under  General  Greene  and  aatd  creditors 
luiTe  clearly  the  best  ri^ht  to  all  moneys  which 
may  remain  due  on  said  contract  account ;  and 
that  the  United  States  having  iodemnified  thees' 
Imte  of  General  Greeae  for  toe  engagements  en- 
tered into  by  him  as  aforesaid,  all  right  to  this 
money  which  was  in  General  Greene,  on  the  said 
creditors,  whose  debts  they  hare  paid,  must  be 
considered  as  vested  in  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  laying  aside  the  consideration  of  the 
wder  by  John  Eunks  to  apply  the  <jpntraet  money 
to  the  payment  of  those  deou,  the  committee  con- 
ceire  that,  as  the  debt  wbieh  the  United  States 
osred  to  John  Banks  was  not  siAgnable  in  its 
original  nature,  or  made  so  by  any  subsequent 
i^reemokt  of  the  United  Slates,  they  are  entitled 
to  retain  it  in  part  payment  of  the  debt  which  has 
since  become  due  to  them  from  John  Banks. 

Whereupon  the  committee  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit : 

Besolved,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  cause  the  sum  of  $9,768  81,  charged  to 
the  contract  account  of  John  Banks  on  the  31st 
day  of  December,  1783,  to  be  credited  to  the  said 
Jono  Banks;  and  that  the  sum  so  credited  be 
charged  to  the  accounts  of  such  other  person  as, 
in  their  opinion,  shall  be  justly  chargeable  ihere- 
.  with  i  and  that  they  charge  the  saitTcontract  ac- 
count with  all  such  sums  as  have  been  paid  by 
the  United  States,  to  indemnify  the  estate  of 
General  Greene  for  debts  by  him  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  pai^  of  the  said  John  Banlo,  or  of  John 
Banks  &  Co. 


Cbableston,  April  7,  1784. 

I,  John  Etanks,  by  these  presents,  do  make  and 
constitute  James  Miller  my  assignee  in  and  to 
what  money  and  other  profit  wfaiclk  shall  be  found 
due  to  me  upon  the  result  of  final  adjusting  and 
settlement  of  the  within  account  between  Charles 
Pettit  and  me:  hereby  constituting  and  appoint- 
ing the  said  James  Miller  in  my  full  right  and 
I^ce  of  the  premises,  for  now  and  ever,  with 
power  to  upliA,  discharge,  and  pursue  for  die 
same,  transact  thereaoeot,  and  to  do  everything 
I  might  hare  done  myself  brfore  granting  this  as- 
signation ;  which  assignation  I  Bind  and  oblige 
mysdfj  my  heirs,  and  executors,  to  wanant  to 
the  said  James  Miller,  bis  heirs  and  executras, 
from  all  &cis  and  deeds  done  and  to  be  done  by 
me  or  my  aforesaids  prejudicial  thereto. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  this  7th  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

JOHN  BANKS. 

Test: 

DANIBL  MUNROS. 


Philamimia,  /ok.  16, 17961 
Sir:  The  aeeoimt  you  left  me,  dated  Cbailes- 
ton,  April  7,  1784,  signed  John  Banks,  purporttiic 
to  be  an  account  current  between  me  and  tne  said 
John  Banks,  and  stating  a  balance  iu  his  faror  of 
$16,119  11,  with  an  assignment  on  the  back  of  it, 
transferring  the  right  to  receive  the  balance  to 
Mr.  James  Miller,  was  presented  to  me  in  or  aboot 
the  year  1784,  and  the  balance  demanded  by  the 
said  Mr.  Miller,  or  by  you  as  his  transferee,  to 
whom  I  paid  such  balance  as  appeared  to  be  doe 
from  me  to  Mr.  Banks.  But  the  balance  so  paid 
was,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  not  more 
than  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  hundred  dollars, 
owing  to  several  items  in  the  account  subsistiiy 
between  us^  which  do  not  appear  in  the  aecoct 
abore  descnbed  and  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Banks  was  the  contractor  for  supplying  the 
Southern  army  with  provisions,  and  as  he  was  to 
receive  payments  from  the  Treasury,  in  Pbib- 
delpbia^  at  stated  periods  after  furnishing  aceoonts 
of  the  issues  of  provisions,  be  authorized  me,  by 
power  of  attorney,  to  receive  the  money  for  aim. 
On  sending  forward  the  accounts,  he  iisuaUy 
debited  me  with  the  amount.  I  passed  themooey 
to  his  credit  when  I  received  it.  Hence  a  difi»- 
ence  appeared  in  our  respective  account^ as  Bome 
deductions  were  occasionally  made  at  the  Trear 
sury  from  his  demands.  One  of  the  most  mate- 
rial of  the  items  which  occasioned  the  rarianee 
arose  from  a  charge  made  by  the  SuperiniendcBt 
of  Finance  for  a  balance  said  to  be  doe  from 
Major  Burnett,  amounting,  with  interest  chwqnd 
upon  it,  to  $9,768  81.  I  refused  in  behalf  of  Sb. 
Banb,  to  admit  this  as  a  charge  s«ainst  him  as 
contractor.  But  it  was  said  that  Bujn-  Baimctt 
was  his  partner,  and  that  Mr.  Banks  and  he  might 
settle  the  matter.  I  persisted  in  opposing  tbe 
chaise,  as  well  for  the  reason  above  soggested, 
that  Mr.  Banks  alone  was  the  contracts,  as  by 
denying  that  such  balance  was  due  from  Majer 
Burnett.  But  the  Superintendent,  having  the 
power  in  his  own  hands,  stopped  the  mcmey  oat 
of  the  contract  accoiuts,  of  which  I  gave  early 
notice  to  Mr.  Banks. 

The  balance  claimed  from  Major  Burnett  aioae 
from  public  bills  of  exchange  transmitted  from 
General  Greene  to  me  for  sale,  of  which  Major 
Burnett  was  the  bearer;  but  this  transaction  was 
previous  to  his  connexion  in  business  with  Mr. 
^nks,  or  even  an  acquaintance  with  him.  The 
balautie  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  bills  was  re- 
laiued  ia  my  hands  by  permission  of  Geaeial 
Greene,  and  credited  as  so  much  public  monef  in 
the  account  of  the  then  late  Q,nartermaster  Qene- 
ral's  Department,  and  accounted  for  aeeordiDgty 
in  the  settlement  of  General  Greene's  acconnts  as 
Ctuariermaster  General.  So  that  neither  Major 
Burnett  nor  Mr.  Banks  remain  chargeable  with  it 
by  the  United  States.  I  am,  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PBTTIT. 


Pbiladblphia,  Jan,  26, 17D& 
I  certify  that  Henry  Hill,  Bsq..  of  Philadetpbia, 
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attended  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  Winter  of  the  year  ITSd-'M,  and  pre- 
sented to  me  his  claim  against  the  United  States  Tor  a  balance  doe  on  a  contract  with  John  Banki, 
and  assigned  by  him  to  James  Miller,  with  vouchers. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  kUe  Auditor  of  the  Treantrp. 


CKar2e«  POtit,  Egq,,  in  aaxnmt  eurrmt  vOh  J<ohH  Bemks. 


DR. 

Uttm. 

NaiMS. 

DoUc  Mtha. 

£  4. 

jtfy,  1783, 

U  (1 

u  u 
u  u 

U  {( 

Dee.  " 

■{  u 
U  it 
|{  u 

u  u 
tl  tf 
u  u 

To  Tnrnhnll's  dranffht  on  Turnhnll  &  Co..  - 
To  arrearages  in  Febroary,     -      -      $1 348  46 
To  arrean^es  in  March,   -                     3,245  46 
To  warrant  for  April  issues,     -      -      20,854  60 
To  aecoont  for  May  and  June  issues,       35,787  22 

To  issues  in  July,    -                          $7,344  13 
To  bill  of  Qenerat  Greene  on  R.  Morris,  at  sight,  - 
To  bill  of  General  Greene  on-  R.  Morris,  at  sight,  - 
To  bill  on  J.  Pierce,  in  favor  of  Colonel  Kosciusko, 
To  bill  on  J.  Pierce,  in  fiivor  of  Captain  Cairns,  - 
To  two  bills  on  J.  Pierce,  in  favor  of  John  Hurt,  - 
To  two  bills  00  J.  Pierce,  in  faror  of  Ben.  Williams, 

To  balance -per  contra,    -      -     -  - 

50  00 

61,235  84 
7.344  13 
200  00 
200  00 
64  00 

12  00 
56  00 

13  48 

11  13  4' 

14,289   7  8- 
1,713  12  8 
46  13  4 
46  13  4 
14  18  8 

2  16  0 
13   1  4 

3  3  1 

69,175  55 

16,140  19  5 

$16,119  11 

£3,701   8  10 

C^arleB  Pettit,  Esq.,  m  aeoount  eurrent  with  JbAn  Banks. 
CR. 

Data. 

Khnws. 

Ddb.  MMhs. 

J0     s.  4 

Oct  30,1783, 
ft  11 

«  « 

b  a 

u  a 

u  a 
u  u 
u  u 

Jan.  27,  « 

Feb.    r,  " 

«  u 

U  (t 

By  balance  per  your  estimate  of  this  date, 
By  sum  paid  Mr.  Warrington,    -      -      $729  60 
By  sum  paid  Mr.  Collet,     ...      1,122  00 
By  sum  paid  H.  &  B.  Blachford,       -      2^370  30 

31,69t  00 

4,264  00 
200  00 
300  00 
233  19 
280  63 
642  70 
16,747  33J 

4,691  33j 

7,395  19  4 

994  18  8 
46  13  4 
70   0  0 
54   7  6 
65  10  0 
150  0  0 
2i07  14  8 
1,094  13  1 

By  Captain  Burrows,  ------ 

By  Lewis  Morris,  - 

By  Thomas  Elliot,  for  draught  at  30  days,  - 

By  Major  Butler's  bill  at  30  days. 

By  John  McQueen's  bill,  at  80  days,  $642  48,  or  - 

By  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  clothier  general,  due  him, 

By  General  Greene,  due  on  public  account,  - 

53,056  44 
16,119  U 

12.379  16  7 
3,761   2  10 

$69475  55 

(   

£16,140  19  5 

Mr.  James  Miller,  in  his  letter  of  September  llj  1793,  to  Mr.  H.  HiU,  nya,  Mr.  Pettit  oMnsdad 
Iiim  that  the  balance  was  only  about  $9,600. 

(Errors  excepted.)  JOHN  BAEIKflk 

Cbaruebton,  April  7, 1784. 
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NEW  EMISSION  BILLS. 

[Comnnmicated  to  the  Hoiue  of  RepraMntative^  Feb- 
ruary 86,  1798.] 

Mr.  DwisBT  FosTiR,  from  the  Comtnittee  of  Claim*, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition!  of  Jowph  Ball, 
William  Henderson,  W.  and  F.  Constable,  Samuel 
Ward,  and  Nathaniel  Prime ;  and  of  Jeremiab  AUeu, 
Jobn  Manton*  Joseph  Ward,  Daniel  Austin,  and 
William  Dana,  lot  themselves  and  others,  holders 
biUi  of  emfit  ianed  ponmant  to  a  laaoliitiai  of 
Ctrngrenoftbeiath  of  March,  1780,  commonly  called 
**new  emissioD  tolls,"  made  the  fbllowtng  report : 

That  a  statement  of  the  case  of  the  holders  of 
bills  of  this  description  is  contained  in  a  report  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  made  on 
the  24th  dtn  of  December,  1795,  pursuance  of 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  relattTe  to  claims  agaiiut 
the  United  States,  not  ban%d  by  any  act  of  limita- 
tion, and  which  hare  not  been  already  adjusted," 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Claas  8.  The  claims  of  this  class  are  fouaded 
on  bills  of  credit  commonly  called  bills  of  the  new 
MuiasioDs,  issued  on  the  fundsof  iodiridual  States, 
punoant  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  18tb  of 
Aforch,  1780.  The  foltowiiiff  clause  of  the  said 
act  shows  in  what  event  the  United  Stateu  were 
to  become  answerable  for  the  payment  of  these 
Ulls:  'that  the  i>aid  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds 
of  indiridual  States  for  that  purpose  established, 
&nd  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them ;  and 
that  the  laith  ot  the  United  Slates  bealso  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  bills,  in  case  any  State 
on  whoie  funds  they  shall  be  emitted,  should  by 
the  events  of  war,  be  rendered  incapable  of  re^ 
deeming  them.* 

"The  interest  accruing  on  them  was  to  have 
been  paid  by  the  United  States  annually,  if  called 
for,  in  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe,  and  the  amount 
charged  to  the  States,  respecttrdy.  It  does  not 
appear,  howerer,  that  any  such  payments  were 
made. 

"  It  is  understood  that  the  several  States  con- 
cerned have  passedlaws  providing  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  their  respective  portions  of  this  money, 
and  it  is  presumable  that  the  far  greater  part 
thereof  has  been  redeemed  accordingly.  The  bills 
for  which  payment  is  now  claimed  are  chiefly  of 
diose  issued  by  (he  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island. 

This  species  of  paper  has  never  been  consid- 
ered ail  forming  any  part  of  the  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

In  the  various  arrangements  which  have  been 
made  aince  the  establishment  of  the  present  Gov- 
amment,  reUtive  to  the  debt  of  the  United  States, 
no  provision  has  ever  been  made  for  these  bills : 
Aiev  appear^  from  the  face  of  them,  to  be  evidences 
of  aebt  agamst  the  States  individually  who  had 
issued  them,  and  could  not  be  provided  for'by  the 
United  States,  without  raising  a  charge  against 
those  States;  and  it  was  reasonably  to  be  presum- 
ed that  the  States  concerned  would  make  such 
proTtsion  as  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  case  re- 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  of 
the  16th  of  January,  1795,  recommended  thai  such 
of  these  bills  as  bad  been  exhibited  at  the  Treas- 
ury, in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  re- 
lative to  claims  against  the  United  States  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation,  and  which  had 
not  been  alreadyadjusted,"amounting  to  the  mm 
of  $90,574  should  be  provided  for  by  taking  the 
principal  sum  of  tbera,  without  intoest.  on  loan 
at  five  per  cent.,  payable  quartei^y early,  redeemar 
ble  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  and  pay- 
able in  thirty  years ;  he  remarks  "  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  and  the  endorsement  upon  those 
bills,  eneage  the  absolute  promise  of  the  United 
States  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  indefinite- 
ly, and  their  eventual  ffuamoty  of  the  principtL 
in  case  any  State  on  whose  funds  the  biOs  shonU 
be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of  war,  be  rea- 
dered  incapable  to  redeem  ihem;  which  is,  ia 
effect,  though  not  in  form,  an  absolute  guaranty 
of  the  principal ;  for  the  United  States  are  bound 
to  pay  the  mterest  perpetually  till  that  is  dis- 
charged. 

Good  faith  demands  that  the  United  States 
should  supply  the  omissions  of  the  States  which 
issued  the  oills,  by  fwoviding,  themselves,  at  least 
for  (he  interest  upon  them;  but  it  is  not  as  easy 
to  pronounce  on  what  terms  they  ought  to  be  yto- 
vided  for. 

"  On  their  face,  and  according  to  the  unrevoked 
resolutions  of  CongreRS.  tbey  are  of  specie  valoe 
equal  to  tbeir  nominal  amount,  bearing  five  per 
cent,  interest. 

"  But  it  is  known  that  they  were  issued  by  dif> 
ferent  States  at  different  inferior  values  fixed  hf 
previous  laws. 

The  true  nature  of  the  contract,  therCTore,  and 
the  true  equity  of  the  ease,  are,  from  these  cii^ 
comstances,  involved  in  some  question." 

The  proposition  of  the  Secretary  on  this  sob* 
ject  was  not  adopted  by  Congress. 

It  is  a  fact  notorious  that  these  bills  sunk  in  the 
same  vortex  of  depreciation  with  the  old  Conti- 
nental bills,  and,  wnile  they  continued  to  circu- 
late, were  generally  of  the  ratio  of  forty  of  the 
old  for  one  of  the  new. 

This  unfortunate  depreciation,  which  operated 
upon  all  the  paper  money,  notes,  and  certificates,  is- 
sued during  thewar,necessitate(l  the  United  Slates 
to  adopt  prmciples  relative  to  tbem,  which  cannot 
apply  in  ca.ses  of  ordinary  contract;  the  States, 
inairidual]y,have assumed  similar privil^^;  and, 
in  making  provision  for  the  bills  in  question,  in 
some  instances  have  considered  them  as  a  depre- 
ciated currency. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  all  the  Siatea 
who  issued  bills  of  this  description  have  already 
made  provision  for  their  redemption,  either  at 
their  nominal  amount,  or  at  a  certain  rate  of  de- 
preciation, except  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ;  and 
they  think  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  the 
States  have  made  as  liberal  a  provision  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  demanded. 

The  United  States  have  once  made  allowances 
to  the  several  States  in  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts for  the  supplies  for  which  those  bills  were 
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iaamd;  shoald  they  nuke  anr  farther  provisioD, 
they  mnst  consider  the  seTeral  States  as  iodebted 
to  them  for  the  amount  of  such  prorision. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  all  the  cir- 
camstances  of  this  case,  which  the  committee 
hare  endeavored  fully  tp  examine  and  present  to 
the  view  of  the  House,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  not  be  expedient  for  Congress  to  make  any 
provision  for  the  payment  of  said  bills ;  they, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  petitioners,  respeci- 
ively,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions. 


LOST  C£RTIFICAT£8. 

[Comnranicsted  to  the  Hoose  of  RepieMotativee,  March 
9,  1798-3 

Mr.  DwiesT  Fostbs,  from  the  Committee'nf  Cluma, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memoriab  and  petiiiooa  of 
George  P.  Frost,  Cbarlee  Jackson,  Gaarawa;  Wat- 
knis»  George  Read,  ThomM  Underwood.  Jabez  Hall, 
Grove  Pomeioy,  Alexander  Rozburg,  and  Philip 
Boflh,  made  the  following  report  : 

That  these  petitioners  severally  seek  to  obtain 
lenewals  or  compensation  fur  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, final  settlements,  and  quartermasters'  cer- 
tificates, land  warrants,  and  lottery  tickets,  which 
they  allege  they  once  possessed,  and  which  are 
sererally  stated  to  be  accidentally  lost  or  de- 
strored. 

The  resolutionsof  Congress  of  the  10th  of  May, 
and  of  the  18th  of  July,  1780,  provided  for  the  re- 
newal of  loan  office  certificates  destroyed  through 
accident,  and  prescribed  the  terms  on  which  such 
certificates  might  he  renewed. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  April, 
1794.  entitled  ''An  act  limiting  the  time  for  pre- 
senting claims  for  destroyed  certificates  of  certain 
descriptions,"  the  provisions  in  case  of  loan  office 
certificates  were  extended  to  final  settlements; 
and  further  regulations  were  made  respecting  the 
renewal  of  certificates  of  each  of  those  descrip- 
tions. Bv  the  same  law  it  was  expressly  enacted, 
that  all  claims  for  the  renewal  of  such  certificates 
ahould  be  forever  barred  and  preclnded  from  aet- 
tlemtfnt  or  allowance,  unless  ibe  same  should  be 
presented  al  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1795. 

No  provision  appears  to  have  been  made,  at  any 
time,  oy  the  United  States,  for  the  renewal  of 
quartermasters'  certificatea,  land  warrants,  or  lot- 
tery tickets. 

A  great  number  of  applications,  similar  to  those 
contained  in  the  petitions  now  under  considera- 
tion, have  been  heretofore  made  to  Congress,  both 
before  and  since  the  passage  of  the  act  above  men- 
tioned. 

That  committee  do  not  find  that  provision  has, 
in  any  intitance,  been  made,  other  than  by  the 
general  regulations  and  law  above  referred  to. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a  select 
committee  .was  appointed  for  the  express  purpose 
of  considering  and  reporting  on  a  motion  then 
made  relative  to  a  provision,  by  law,  under  spe- 


cific restrictions,  for  the  renewal  of  destroyed  cei^ 
tificates  of  certain  descriptions. 

The  committee  made  a  report  agatnt  the  meas- 
ure proposed. 

It  was  justly  stated  by  them,  "that  most  of  the 
cases  where  certificates  of  the  public  debt  are  said 
to  have  been  destroyed,  took  place  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  said  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1794,  and 
probably  a  great  proportion  of  them  before  the 
passing  of  the  said  resolution  of  the  10th  of  May, 
1780;  from  which  circumstance,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult if  not  impo»sible,  at  this  time,  to  guard 
against  fraud  and  imposition,  should  further  pro- 
vision be  made  for  renewing  them."  That  conn 
mittee  ftuther  stated,  '*that  they  could  not  find 
stronger  reasons  in  foror  of  keeping  in  force  the 
statutes  of  Unutation,  in  relation  to  any  cUtaa  of 
claims,  than  to  that  contemfdated  in  the  resolu- 
tion referred  to  them;  they  were.  Uierefore,  of 
opinion  that  the  House  ought  not  to  agree  to  the 
same."  That  report  was  considered,  and,  afller  a 
full  and  deliberate  discussion,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  committee  do  not  find  any  reasons  which 
will  apply  with  more  force,  if  so  powerfully,  in 
favor  01  provision  being  made  for  quartermasters' 
certificates,  land  warrants,  and  lottery  tickets,  than 
for  the  other  kinds  of  certificates. 

Precedents  have  been  already  thus  established 
by  authority,  which  the  committee  feel  themselvei 
bound  to  respect 

They  apprehend  the  House  would  not  adopt 
princi^es  in  these  cases  different  from  those  which 
influenced  on  former  like  occasions ;  and  there- 
tfpon  they  respectfully  submit,  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  uevenu  petitions  aforesaid  ought  not  to 
he  granted. 


INVALID  PENSIONS. 


[Commniucated  to  (he  Hoose  of  R^msentativei^  MarA 

38,  1798.3 

Mr.  DwisBT  FosTEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
toirtuMD  wianftfredamolionintbefeUoiringwoiid^ 
to  wit :  "  Reiokedt  That  a  eonunittee  be  sppoioted 
to  inqoire  whether  may,  and  if  any  wha^  amoidmeiita 
ought  to  be  made  in  ^e  sets  leqiecting  invalid  pen- 
sionera,"  having  examined  the  several  laws  idative 
to  that  sobject,  and  taken  the  same  into  conaideratway 
submit  the  following  report : 

As  early  as  the  26th  dav  of  August,  1776,  Con- 
gress adopted  resolutions  by  which  eommusioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  soldiers 
in  the  army,  commanders,  commission  and  war- 
rant officers,  marines,  and  seamen,  of  any  of  the 
vessels  of  war  or  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  Slates,  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service, 
were,  under  the  restrictions  and  limitations  ex- 
pressed in  said  resolutions,  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  and  provided  for  at  the  public  exr 
pense. 

At  various  periods  afterwards,  in  the  coarse  oiT 
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the  war,  we  fied  CongreH  nuki^  divers  provis- 
lions  and  arrangemenis  for  the  officers  and  troops 
■(^theUoited  States,  as  well  ibose  wounded  and 
-disabled  as  others. 

Upon  the  7tb  June,  1785,  some  time  after  peace 
bad  been  established  and  the  army  disbanded,  the 
swbject  appears  to  have  been  particularly  under 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  Divers  resolutions 
regntating  claims  to  military  pensions,  and  allow- 
ing officers  to  return  their  commutation,  were 
then  adopted.  Among  others  which  passed  on 
that  day,  we  find  the  following,  which  are  se- 
lected as  designatiog  the  principles  on  which 
mtants  of  this  kind  were  made,  to  wit: 

Betohed,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recora- 
laended  to  the  several  States  to  make  {nroviiion 
for  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  who  have  been 
diwUed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
tke following  manner: 

1.  A  complete  list  flhall  be  made  out  by  such 
pflvsoD  or  persons  as  each  State  shall  direct,  of  all 
the  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen,  resident  in  their 
riSspectire  States,  who  have  served  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  militia  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been 
disabled  in  such  service,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of 
military  dnty,  or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by 
Iftbor.  In  this  list  shsll  be  expressed  the  pay,  age, 
and  disability  of  each  invalid  ;  also  the  regiment, 
corps,  or  ship  to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  a  copy 
of  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  within  one  year  after  each 
^ie  shall  pass  a  law  for  this  purpose;  and  a  like 
dMCriptive  fist  of  the  invalids  resident  in  the  re- 
spective States  shall,  from  ycsr  to  year,  be  anUQ- 
ally  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

2.  No  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  inviilid  or  entitled  to  pay,  unless  he 
can  produce  a  certificate  from  the  commanding 
officer  or  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  ship,  eorps^  or 
company  in  which  he  served,  or  from  a  physician 
or  surgeon  of  a  military  hospital,  or  other  good 
9bi  stffioient  testimony,  setting  forth  bis  disabili- 
ty, and  that  he  was  tbns  disabled  while  in  the 
aerviee  of  the  United  State*. 

,  3i  That  all  commissioned  officera  withia  the 
ifiMresaid  description,  disabled  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  be  wholly  incapable  of 
military  duty,  or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  be 
allowed  a  yearly  pension  equal  to  tMlf  of  their 
play,  respectively  ;  and  alt  commissioned  officers, 
as  aforesaid,  who  shall  not  have  been  disabled  in 
10  great  a  degree,  be  allowed  a  yearly  pension, 
which  shall  correspond  with  the  degree  of  their 
disability  compared  with  that  of  an  officer  whol- 
ly disabled;  that  all  noa-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  within  the  aforesaid  description,  dis- 
abled in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to 
be  wholly  incapable  of  military  or  garrison  duty, 
«  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  labor,  be  allowed 
« mm  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  monA;  and 
M  non>commisaioned  officers  and  privates,  as 
aforesaid,  who  shall  not  have  been  disabled  in  so 
gr**t  a  degree^  be  aUoved  aueh  a  aom.  aa  shall  cor 


respond  with  the  degree  of  their  diaabilig  earn' 
pared  with  that  of  a  non-commissioDed  oftcet  or 

private  wholly  disabled. 

4.  That  each  State  aj^int  one  or  more  persona 
of  suitable  abilities  to  examiae  all  claimattt*,  aod 
to  report  whether  the  per^n  producing  a  eertifi* 
cate  setting  forth  that  he  is  an  invalid,  be  such  im 
fact,  and,  if  such,  to  what  pay  he  is  eviitled  ;  aaA 
thereupon  the  persons  appointed  to  make  socb  is* 
quiry,  shall  give  to  the  invalid  a  certificate,  specs- 
fyiog  to  what  pay  he  is  entitled,  and  tnnsnuta 
copy  to  the  [>erson  who  may  be  appointed  by  the 
State  to  receive  and  record  the  same. 

5.  That  each  State  be  aathorized  to  pay  to  the 
commissioned' officers,  DonMrnrnmissioned  oflBeenk 
and  privates,  the  sum  or  sums  to  which  they  shall 
be  respectively  entitled,  agreeably  to  the  before- 
mentioned  certificates ;  Uie  said  paymenu  to  be 
deducted  from  the  respective  quotas  of  the  Sutea 
for  the  year  on  which  they  shall  be  made:  PrO' 
vided,  That  no  officer  who  has  accepted  his  com- 
mutation for  half-pay  shall  be  entered  on  the  list 
of  invalidi,  unless  he  shall  have  first  retnrned  his 
commutation. 

Upon  the  14th  of  September,  1786,  to  remedy 
inconveniences  experienced  bysome  omcersapply- 
ing  for  pensions,  who  had  sold  their  commntation 
certificates.  Congress  resolved  "  that  invalid  offi- 
cers be  permitted  to  return  their  commutation  in 
uther  securities  of  the  United  Slates,  where  they 
have  parted  with  their  own,  provided  the  same 
shall  be  of  equal  amount,  and  bearing  the  suae 
interest."  Upon  the  12th  of  July,  a  further 
provision  was  made  "  that  all  officers  in  the  line 
of  the  late  army  entitled  to  pensions  in  pursuance 
of  the  acts  or  Congress  in  that  behalf  made, 
should,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  such  pensicn, 
deposite  with  the  proper  officers  appointed  to  dia- 
charge  the  same  in  the  Slate  in  which  they  reside, 
a  certificate  from  the  Commissioner  of  Army  Ac- 
counts, purporting  that  no  balance  was  due  from 
the  claimants  to  tlie  United  States." 

The  last  important  regulation  made  by  Coih- 
gress,  under  the  old  Qoveroment,  rdative  to  the  in- 
valid establishment,  was  on  the  11th  of  June,  1788, 
On  that  day  Congress  resolved,  "that  each  State 
should  have  credit  in  its  general  account  with 
the  United  States  for  such  mms  a»  beeame  doe 
to  invalids  before  the  Ist  dav  of  January,  178S, 
and  which  bad  been,  or  should  be  paid  to  tfaca 
by  the  State}  and  forsoeh  sums  as  became  doe 
to  invalids  before  the  said  1st  day  of  January, 
1782,  inclusive,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  17^ 
and  which  had  lieen,  or  Nhoiud  be  paid  to  them 
by  any  State,  the  State  ^MHild  have  credit  in  the 
existing  specie  requisitions  of  Congress;  and  fx 
sums  that  might  so  become  due  after  January, 
1788,  and  be  paid  by  any  State,  the  State  shoud 
have  credit  in  the  specie  requisitions  of  Cwgina 
which  might  thereafter  be  made." 

They  further  resolved,  that  no  person  should  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  as  an  invalid,  who  bad  net, 
or  should  not,  before  the  expiration  of  six  months 
from  that  time,  make  apmication  therefor,  uid 
produce  the  requisite  certiieates  and  evideiwe  M 
entitle  him  thereto. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPfiKDIX. 


MvaHd  Petuicm. 


That  limitatioa  took  effect  on  the  11th  day  of 
Deeember,  1788. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution, 
daring  the  first  Conjgress,  acts  were  passed  pro* 
Tiding  for  certain  individuals,  and  for  the  discharge 
of  the  arrears  of  pensions  due  to  officers,  non- 
eommissioDed  officers,  and  soldiers,  and  assuming, 
from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  the  payment  or 
the  pensions  certified  by  the  several  States. 

By  the  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  March,  1792, 
the  operation  of  the  acts  of  limitation  of  claims 
fat  invalid  pensions  were  so  far  suspended,  that 
all  persons  who  had  become  invalids,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  during  the  war,  might 
appl]^  for  pensions  for  the  space  of  two  years  from 
the  time  of  passing  the  act,  and.  under  certain  re- 
B&ietions,  might  be  placed  on  tbe  pension  list. 

On  the  38th  of  February,  17^  an  act  parsed, 
repealing,  in  part,  that  of  March  the  23d,  1793, 
and  allowing  two  years  from  the  aaid  28th  of 
Pelmiary;  1798,  for  the  application  of  invalids, 
uttder  certain  restrictions,  expressed  in  said  act. 
By  virtue  of  the  last  mentioned  law  a  la^e  num- 
ber of  individuals  have  been  placed  on  the  list, 
and  are  now  in  the  receipt  of  pensions,  according 
to  the  several  rates  ascertained  by  the  examining 
physicians,  appointed  by  the  district  judges,  por- 
saant  to  said  law. 

In  the  year  1795,  sundry  claimants  for  pensions 
having  made  application  for  arrears,  the  subject 
was  referred  tb  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
wan  brought  into  the  view  of  Congress  by  a  re- 
port from  that  committee  on  the  petition  of  Joab 
Stafford.  The  reasoning  contained  in  that  report 
against  aa  allowance  of  arreara,  appears  to  the 
committee  to  have  been  well  founded,  and  to  have 
merited  the  sanction  given  it  by  Congress. 

The  ezlTacts  which  follow  ennce,  in  some  mea- 
sure, the  principles  which  induced  the  passing  of 
the  hw  of  the  21si  of  February,  1795. 

''The  pensioners  claim  an  original  promise  of 
Qovernmeol,  founded  on  principles  of  justice, 
that  all  persons  who  should  become  invalids,  un- 
der certain  circnmstances,  should  receive  pensions 
in  nature  of  a  maintenance,  and  that  such  main- 
tenance, both  from  the  terms  and  nature  of  the 
promise,  should  commence  at  the  period  of  their 
becoming-  invalids,  or  when  their  full  pay  ceased. 
They  suppose  Government  ought  to  adopt  the 
same  rnle  of  construction,  when  contemplating 
this  promise,  as  a  court  of  justice  would  adopt, 
Were  it  la  tne  power  of  the  claimants  to  bring 
Ae  question  before  such  court ;  and  that  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  have,  by  repealing  the  limit- 
ation acts,  revived  the  original  promise  in  all  its 
extent ;  and  that  the  very  circumstance  of  their 
being'  placed  on  the  pension  list,  precludes  the 
necessity  of  any  further  proof  or  ailment  that 
tiler  are  entitled  to  arrears. 

''The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  act  of 
the  28th  Febraary,  1793.  is  not  a  repeal  of  any 
limitation  act,  so  as  to  revive  any  former  act  re- 
spiting invalid  pensioners ;  and  that  all  persons 
naiming  under  tnis  law  ztre  allowed  a  pension 
from  the  time  they  prove  an  existing  disability, 
but  «an,  by  the  law,  claim  do  arrears.   In  point 


of  eijuity,  if  maintenance  is  the  meaning  of  this 
pension,  because  the  Jnvalid  is  rendered  incapaUe 
of  labor,  it  is  some  proof  that,  antecedent  to  the 
applications  und^  the  existing  law,  the  applicants 
were  able  to  procure  a  maintenance,  or  they  would 
have  applied  before,  when  so  many  opportunities 
offisred.  And  although  the  committee,  who  re- 
ported on  the  returns  of  invalids'  last  session  ot 
Congress,  supplied,  and  the  Legislature,  by  accept- 
ing and  passing  the  law  they  reported,  confirmed 
the  supposition,  that  the  most  strict  construction 
of  that  part  of  the  law  now  in  force  which  directs 
that  a  good  and  sufficient  reason  .ihall  be  giv«i 
why  application  was  not  antecedently  made,  ought 
not  to  De  given  against  the  invalids  as  to  future 
maintenance ;  yet,  it  is  clear,  a  more  strict  con- 
struction is  justifiable  in  reference  to  arrears. 

"  The  excuses  for  most  of  these  pereoiia  at 
merely  those  of  inconvenience,  on  ineir  part,  to 
have  applied  sootier ;  certainly,  if  they  could  not 
have  procured  a  maintenance,  they  would  hare 
been  excited  to  a  more  early  attention.  Add  to 
this,  that  a  considerable. proportion  of  the  sum  of 
these  arrears  will*  be  given  to  commissioned  offi*- 
cers.  There  is  a  manifest  reason  why  they  did 
not  apply  sooner,  as  they  were  obliged,  in  all  in- 
stances of  admission  on  the  pension  list,  lo  return 
commutation,  if  they  had  received  it.  The  ar- 
rears of  a  full  pension  will  now  purchase  the 
commutation  to  be  returned,  and  leave  a  hand- 
some sum  over;  which,  in  fact,  will  place  the 
officer  in  a  situation  to  receive  what  he  has  ac- 
.  cepted  as  an  equivalent  to  half-pay  for  life,  and, 
in  addition^  a  pension  equal  to  half^pay  fos  life, 
which,  in  raeet,  is  placing  him  on  full  pay,  where^ 
as  no  pension  is  to  exee^  half-pay.  In  addition, 
no  proper  rnle  can  be  adopted  lo  ascertain  tha 
ratio orarrears,  as  the  present  inabilitr,  in  almost 
all  instances,  must  have  increased  with  the  age  of 
the  invalid,  and  many  concurring  accidents,  wnich 
would  render  it  unjust  that  the  present  monthly 
allowance  should  be  the  ratio  for  arrears;  and  un- 
less a  tribunal  be  established  for  that  purpose,  no 
other  ratio  can  be  adopted." 

By  the  last-mentioned  law,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  invalids."  it 
was  enacted  that  the  right  any  person  then  bad, 
or  might  thereafter  acquire,  to  receive  a  pension, 
br  virtue  of  the  act  passed  on  the  28th  day  of 
February,  1793,  entitled  '■  An  act  lo  regulate  the 
claims  to  invalid  pensions,"  should  be  considered 
to  commence  at  the  time  of  bis  completing  his 
testimony  before  the  district  judge,  or  commis- 
sioner:!, pursuant  to  the  said  act;  and  that  noth- 
ing should  be  allowed  to  any  invalid  of  the  de- 
^ription  aforesaid,  by  way  of  arrears  of  pension, 
antecedent  to  the  date  of  bis  completing  his  testi- 
mony, as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  pensions  allowed 
under  the  said  act  should  be  continued  to  the  re- 
spective pensioners,  during  the  continuance  of 
tneir  disaoility." 

It  was  also  further  enacted,  *' that  no  commis- 
sioned officer  who  had  received  commutation  of 
half-pay,  should  be  paid  a  pension  as  an  invalit^ 
until  he  should  return  his  commutation  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  except  where  spe- 

Diflitized  by  Google 


3667 


APPENDIX. 


3588 


lM»  on 


cial  provisioD  had  be«D  made,  in  particular  cases 
for  allowiog  pensions  on  the  retura  only  of  cer- 
tain poriioDS  of  the  commutation." 

Upon  examination  of  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  district  judges  and  commissioaers,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1793,  it  was 
found  that  the  examitiiog  physicians,  in  many  in- 
stances, had  u«glected  to  ascertain  the  ratio  of 
disability,  and,  consequentlyj  that  the  applicants 
could  not  be  placed  on  the  list.  To  relieve  those 
individuals,  a  resolution  was  passed  on  the  ISth  of 
April,  1796,  providinff  that  new  returns  should  be 
made  by  the  examining  physicians,  specifying  the 
ratio  of  disability,  that  the  proper  oraer  might  be 
taken  thereon  by  Congress. 

Pursuant  to  tnat  re»lution,  additional  numbers 
hare  been  already  provided  for,  and  the  commit- 
tee expect  more  wul  yet  be  returned,  and  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  list. 

The  preceding  pages  contain  a  general  riew  of 
the  regulations  adopted  by  the  United  States  on 
this  subjecL 

The  committee  think  the  provisions  heretofore 
made  for  admission  of  claims  of  ibis  nature  have 
been  as  extensive  as  the  principles  of  justice, 
equity,  or  good  policy  required;  and  that  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  make  any  alteration  In  the 
existing  laws. 


LOSS  ON  BULUON. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  July  9,  1796.] 

The  committee  to  whom  wu  referred  a  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Vanghan,"  witti  an 
instnietion  to  make  a  paiticalar  report,  repmt  there- 
on: 

That  the  petitioner,  John  Vaughan,  solicits  in- 
demnification for  the  loss  he  sustained,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  various  deposites  of  bullion  in  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
iur  converted  into  coin. 

That  the  law  establishing  the  Biint  determined 
the  value  of  standard  silver  which  was  to  be  i»- 
aned  in  the  shape  of  coin,  which  was  to  form  an 
invariable  measure  of  exchaufire,  by  becoming  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  United  States,  aud 
was  fixed  at  the  rate  of  1,483  parts  fine  silver  to 
179  of  alloy ;  the  consequence  of  an  arbitrary  and 
sudden  deviation  from  this  standard,  as  it  affects 
the  political  economy  of  the  country,  by  its  ope- 
ration on  the  value  oi  property,  is  irrelative  to  the 

6 resent  question  i  it  is,  however,  a  fact,  that  Mr. 
ittenhouse,  the  first  Director  of  the  Mint,  depart- 
ed from  the  provisions  of  the  law,  which  fixed 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coin,  and  raised  the 
standard,  by  mixing  in  the  coinage  of  silver  an 
over  proportion  of  fine  metal.  His  successor,  Mr. 
Desaussure,  "impressed  (as  he  observes)  with  the 
weighty  sanction  of  Mr.  Ritteohouse*s  autbonty," 
persevered  in  this  deviation,  on  a  presumption 
that  the  law  would  be  altered,  and  be  made  to  ac- 
commodate to  the  change  they  had  introduced. 
The  succeeding  Director  of  the  Mintj  Mr.  Bondi- 
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not,  aware  of  the  extent  of  his  responsibility,  re- 
fused to  sanction  the  errors  of  his  predeceso*^ 
and  ordered  that  the  coinage  should  conform  to 
the  precise  terms  of  the  law. 

la  consequence  of  the  system  adopted  by  the 
two  former  directorn,  during  whose  adminiatra- 
lion  Mr.  Vaughan  made  his  deposites,  he  received 
a  less  number  of  coins  of  a  determioate  value 
than  by  law  he  was  entitled  to,  coni^iderin^  the  I 
quantity  of  standard  bullion  be  had  depoeited; 
and  the  difference  in  the  relative  proportion  of 
fine  metal  introduced  into  the  l^al  and  ike  aa- 
sumed  standards  constitutes  the  foundation,  and 
determines  the  extent  of  his  claim. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  the 
precious  metals  into  coin,  for  the  purpose  of  pr*'  j 
viding  a  national  medium  of  excmittge,  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  was  pledged  that,  on  the  de- 
posite  of  bullion  at  the  Mmt,  coins  shoald  be  de- 
livered, free  of  expeuM,  at  a  fixed  rate ;  any  (ite- 
ration which  deprives  the  depositor  of  the  quan- 
tity be  may  claim  violates  a  contract,  and  does 
him  a  wrong;  for  which  wrong  he  is  entitled  to 
a  remedy  by  application  to  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jokn  Vau- 
ghan" should  pass  without  amendment. 

MiitT  OF  THE  United  States, 

AprU20, 1798. 
Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have 
caused  the  books  and  files  of  the  Mint  to  be  care- 
fully searched,  and  have  compared  them  with  the 
petition  of  Mr.  John  Vaughan  referred  to  me  br 
you.  This  was  necessary  before  I  could  witn 
propriety  give  a  just  statement  of  facts,  as  his 
petition  relates  to  transactions  previous  to  my  ap- 
pointment. 

There  is  no  evidence  arising  from  the  books  oc 
files  of  the  Mint,  by  which  it  can  appear  that  any 
coins  have  ever  been  issued  from  the  Mint,  but  of 
the  standard  appointed  by  law.  The  report  of 
the  chief  coiner,  who  has  been  in  the  Mint  from 
its  first  commencement,  is,  that  the  then  director 
ordered  all  the  coin  to  be  made  agreeably  to  the 
standard ;  bot  that  the  then  assayer  insisted  that 
so  great  an  alloy  would  prevent  the  roUiD|r  of  the 
silver,  and  that  the  pure  silver  should  be  increa^ 
ed  to  lOoz.  16dwts.  instead  of  lOoz.  lidwts.  4  5-13 
grs.  which  was  the  legal  standard. 

When  the  present  director  came  into  office,  he 
understood  this  had  been  done,  which  led  him  to 
issue  an  order  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  legal  stand- 
ard, leaving  the  consequences  with  the  Legidar 
ture. 

The  assayer,  who  it  was  said  had  made  the  al- 
teration, died  very  suddenly,  immediately  after 
the  present  director  coming  into  office,  so  that  he 
had  no  opportunity  of  examining  into  the  rea- 
sons or  principles  of  not  adhering  to  the  legal 
standard. 

But  to  judge  properly  of  the.  justice  of  Bfr. 
Taughan^s  petition,  it  will  be  necessary  to  aoar 
lyze  nfs  complaint.  It  is  not  that  he  did  not  re- 
ceive his  whole  quiintity  of  silver  deposited  in  the 
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Mint,  but  that  the  officers  had  not  mixed  so  ereat 
a  quantit]r  of  alloy  with  it  as  was  directed  by 
hw.bj  which  the  coin  was  purer  than  necessary, 
and  of  course  the  quantity  lessened. 

The  act  of  Consresa  of  April  2,  1792,  does  cer- 
taioly  direct  the  standard  of  the  United  States  to 
contain  1,485  parts  of  the  pure  silrer  to  179  parts 
alloy,  to  be  formed  of  copper.  It  also  appoints 
fire  commissioners,  consisting  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General,  to  attend  at 
the  Mint  on  the  second  Monday  in  February,  in 
every  year,  to  try  the  coin  previously  issued  du- 
ring the  year.  If  they  find  it  agreeably  to  the 
standard  appointed  by  law,  or  within  144  parts  of 
it,  (which  18  termed  the  remedy,)  the  officers  are 
lo  be  disehai^d ;  but,  if  not,  they  are  to  report  to 
the  President  and  the  officers  guilty  of  the  offence 
•ce  to  be  removed  from  office. 

The  commtMioners  did  meet  on  the  days  ap- 
pointed by  law,  and  on  assaying  the  reserved 

B'eces  of  all  the  coins,  previously  issued  from  the 
int,  they  found  them  all  within  the  remedy  ap- 

Sointed  by  lav,  and  of  coarse,  discharged  the  of- 
een  concerned  in  (he  coinage.  These  commis- 
sioners, being  the  proper  jurisdiction  appointed  by 
law,  are  the  sole  judges  of  the  basiness ;  and  they 
having  on  actual  experiment  determined  thecoin- 
ageiohave  been  legal,  it  must  be  conclusive  in 
this  business. 

If  the  former  assayer  did  really  decrease  the 
qttaatity  of  alloy,  (which  seems  to  be  probable,) 
I  cannot  conceive  any  priociple  on  which  he 
could  have  acted,  consistent  with  common  pru- 
dence, but  that  of  its  being  within  the  remedy 
provided  by  law,  as  a  latitude  given  to  his  direc* 
tioa.  This  idea  is  strengthened  by  the  addition 
to  the  fine  silver,  contended  to  have  been  added, 
so  as  to  raise  the  standard  af  lOoz.  14dwt8.  45-13 
grs.  equal  to  lOoz.  16dwts.,  which  is  within  the 
smallest  fraction  equal  to  the  144  parts  given  by 
law  as  the  remedy.  However  this  conduct  may 
discover  a  want  of  prudence,  yet  it  was  strictly 
legal,  although  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  origi- 
nal design  of  the  law  was  to  guard  against  acci- 
dental errors,  and  not  wilful  ones.  But  even  if 
the  petitioner's  complaints  were  ever  so  well 
fouoded,  he  could  in  justice  only  require  permis- 
sion to  prosecute  the  assayer's  bond  for  his  own 
use,  as  It  would  be  very  unreasonable  tu  make  the 
Qownmeut  liable  for  every  officer's  violation  of 
his  trust  On  the  same  pnncipte  that  the  peti- 
tioner is  entitled  to  redress  from  Oovernment,  ev- 
ery depositor  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  HeOO,- 
Ow  is  entitled  to  equal  justice.  The  extent  of 
this  claim  must  therefore  appear  rather  extrava- 
guiU   I  ought  not  to  omit  the  fact,  that  the  de- 

rite  of  3l,014oz.  made  by  Mr.  Cox,  was  made 
him,  Dot  as  a  public  officer,  but  as  the  private 
agent  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  employed  him  for 
that  purpose,  and  iademni6ed  the  Mint,  by  an 
express  agreement,  against  all  losses  occasioned  by 
such  agency  ;  and,  therefore,  if  he  deposited  that 
sum  onder  a  false  standard,  Mr.  Vaughan  must 
abide  by  the  coo  sequences  of  bis  misconduct. 


With  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  jwtitioner  for 
the  delay  attending  the  coinage-of  his  deposite  of 
January,  1795,  with  those  folwwing,  I  conceive  it 
is  not  well  founded.  The  Mint  b^o  its  operar 
tions  under  great  disadvantages,  in  October,  1794; 
these  were  increased  by  the  first  depo&ile,  being 
that  of  the  Bank  of  Maryland,  of  upwards  of 
90,000oz.  of  very  base  silver,  yet  by  law  was  en- 
titled to  the  first  payment.  Mr.  Vaughan  made 
his  deposite  the  seventh  in  order,  and  therefore 
was  necessarily  postponed  according  to  law ;  yet, 
from  bis  urgent  necessity  for  the  money,  and  his 
silver  being  of  purer  quality,  both  the  Bank  of 
Maryland  and  that  of  North  America,  who  were 
entitled  to  the  priority,  consented  to  his  taking 
their  place  in  part;  and  accordingly  he  receive*^ 
on  the  4th,  Dth,  and  7th  of  March  following, 
$20,000}  April  2d,  7th,  2Ist  28th,  and  30th,  $34,- 
000  ;  8th,  12th,  17tb,  and  20th  of  June,  24,000; 
and  so  on,  till  the  several  deposites  were  paid,  al- 
though these  diflferent  payments  were  comprised 
in  single  warrants,  which,  from  the  dates  being 
at  the  time  the  warrants  were  signed,  makes  it  a[>- 
pear  as  if  the  petitioner  had  lain  out  of  His  de> 
positetillthedateo^the  warrant.  On  the  whole, 
the  payments  were  made  to  the  petitioner  with 
less  delay  than  could  have  been  expected  under 
the  disadvaulage  of  the  petitioner  being  the  sev- 
enth depositor. 

On  the  whole,  therefor^  I  cannot  discover  that 
the  petitioner  has  any  solid  foundation  for  the  8up> 
port  of  his  complaint. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
dear  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Foaraa.  . 


7b  ail  wAom  it  may  ameern: 

Mint  of  tub  United  States, 
TVcasttrer's  Office,  July  12, 1798. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  Vaughan,  by  him- 
self, and  by  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  did,  between  the  first  of  January,  1795,  and 
21st  November  of  the  same  year,  ioclusire,4odge 
in  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  for  coinage,  bul- 
lion which  contained  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  ounces 
ten  penny-weights  of  standard  stiver,  agreeably  to 
the  statement  by  him  annexed  to  his  petition  to 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  which, 
by  exatmnaiioD,  has  been  found  to  agree  with  the 
books  of  the  Mint;  the  whole  of  which  stiver  was 
assayed  by  the  late  Albion  Cox,  assayer  to  the 
Mint  NATH.  THOMAS, 

Oerk  to  the  TVeomrer. 

Standard  stiver,  230,888oz.  lOdwts. 
Silver  Bullion.  No.  16. 

MlHT  OF  THE  UmITED  StATES, 

Trtamrer's  Office,  July  9, 1795. 
I  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  John 
VaugbaD,  of  Philadelphia,  merchant,  silver  bul- 
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Hod,  weighing  eleven  thcunad  seven  handred 
and  nineteen  ounces  and  five  pennv-weights,  to  be 
auajred  anid  coined,  and  for  which,  according  to 
the  Tolne  of  standard  silver  therein  contained,  sil- 
rer  coins  of  the  United  Slates  are  to  be  delivered 
to  the  said  John  Vaughan,  agreeaUy  to  law  and 
the  usage  of  the  Mint. 

NICHOLAS  WAY,  TVeamtrer. 
Gross  weight  ll,719oc.  5dwts. 

Tbeasubeb's  Oppice,  July  11, 1795. 
By  the  assayer*s  return,  the  above-meotioned 
deposits  is  found  to  contaio  twelve  thottsand  and 
sixty  ounces  and  six  penny-weights  of  standard 
silver,  and  is,  therefore,  equal  in  value  to  thirteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifieeeu  dollars  and 
seventy-three  cents. 

NICHOLAS  WAY,  Tnatunr. 
Sundard  weightl2,060oz.  6dwts. 

Value  113,916  73. 

Philadelphia,  Jvly  11, 1798. 

The  standard  weight  wa^  10.16  as  formerly 
used  iD  the  Mint,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  9  parts 
fine  to  1  part  alloy. 

Since  the  present  Director's  administration,  the 
legal  standard  has  been  adqfited,  1,485  fine  to  179 
alloy. 

On  assaying  the  pieces  that  were  reserved  out 
of  the  coinages  nude  from  the  bullion  deposited 
by  Blr.  Vauffhan  and  others,  it  was  found  that 
they  were  ri^er  above  the  standard,  10.16,  which 
Mr.  Cox  had  in  iwe. 

JOSEPH  KICHARDSON. 


ALTERATIONS  PROPOSED  TO  THE  POST 
OPFICE  LAWS. 

«  — 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Ubose  of  Representatives,  Jbu> 
naiy  8,  17S9.] 

.  General  Post  Opficb, 

PkiladdfAia,  Jan.  8, 1799. 

.  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  B«preaentatives  of  the  Uth  of  June 
lasi,  I  hare  the  honor  to  lay  before  them — 

First.  The  draught  of  an  act  for  estaUishing 
the  Post  Office,  with  a  report  explanatory  of  the 
alteration  of  the  former  acts  upon  that  subject, 
and  of  the  amendments  now  ofined,  with  a  view 
of  rendering  the  system  more  complete. 

Secondly.  The  draught  of  an  act  relative  to  the 
post  roods,  in  which  the  establishment  of  several 
new  post  roads,  and  the  alteratioQ  and  disctmtinu- 
ance  of  others  is  proposed,  with  remarks  on  a 
number  of  petitioos,  and  a  relation  of  the  motives 
for  the  establishment  of  the  new  roads,  aod  the 
discontimiBDee  or  alteration  of  others. 

And  lastly.  A  report  on  the  petition  of  Elzekiel 
Williams. 

Tfaa  regulations  tdadve  to  tho*  Qeneial  Post 


Office  and  the  esUblivhment  of  post  roads  have 
hitherto  been  comprehended  in  one  act,  but  no 
advantage  is  derived  from  the  connexion  of  them ; 
the  latter  is  subject  to  frequent  increase  and  alter- 
ation, is  very  lengthy,  and  is  of  no  use  to  any  part 
of  the  Department,  other  than  the  General  Poal 
Office,  while  the  former  affecu  every  persoo  em- 
ployed in  it,  and  ought  to  be  furnished  to  them  m 
lime  encumbered  as  possible.  On  thii  aceoonL  1 
have  deemed  it  most  useful  to  present  the  biiHBM 
to  Congress  in  separate  acts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reject, 

your  cdi>edient  servant,   

JOSEPH  HABERSHAM, 
PottnuuUr  GateraL 

The  Hon.  the  BPRAna 

of  the  Botm  of  Reprmmftatiotm, 


Remarks  respectfully  submitted  to  OongiM%  by  tka 
Postmaster  Goneral,  on  the  prajsot  of  "  An  a«i  t» 
est^lish  the  Port  Office  of  the  United  8l*tes,"  sbmIs 
out  coofomablj  to  s  resolution  of  the  House  of  Ri^ 
reaentatiTSB,  pused  the  14th  of  March,  1708. 
Tne  first  section  proposes  that  the  Post  Office 
shall  be  under  the  direction  of  a  Postmaster  Gtea- 
eral,  and  poiDts  out  some  of  his  principal  dntie&. 
Among  other  things,  it  authorizes  him  to  appoim 
an  Assistant,  a  Solicitor,  a  first  clerk,  a  book-b«per,  , 
and  such  other  clerks  as  may  be  found  net  LBiiiy 
to  enable  him  to  perform  the  duties  required  of 
him  in  the  Qenenu  Post  Office. 

It  has  often  been  imagined  that  the  dutiea  of 
the  Postmaster  General  were  very  trifling  a^d 
simple,  even  so  much  so,  that  some  have  eon«i 
ered  it  rather  a  sinecure,  than  an  office  of  bosiness; 
it  is  presumed  that  mistake  haschiefly  arisen  froa 
not  duly  attending  to  the  subject,  and,  frMn  Asl 
cause,  such  a  very  small  allotment  of  services  as 
has  been  hitherto  provided  was  made  for  the  per* 
formance  of  its  duties.  In  ofher  countries,  it  has 
b^n  considered  an  object  of  more  imporCaue& 
and  its  execution  has  been  more  liberally  provided 
for.  The  Post  Office  of  Oreat  Britain  is  now  ub- 
der  the  direction  of  two  Postmasters  General,  a 
Swretary,  a  Surveyor,  and  a  Comptroller,  beam 
the  necessary  clerks ;  the  letter  office  of  Loodoa 
is  in  some  measure  connected  with  it,  but  it  ii 
managed  head  clerks,  and  a  great  number  of  ar> 
dinary  dern.  That  office  auperiataids  the  oiher 
Qeneral  Post  Offices  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
provinces ;  exclusive  of  that  superintendence,  iiii 
supposed  from  the  best  information  that  eaa  be 
obtained,  that  its  duties  are  not  so  great  as  thoat 
of  die  General  Post  Office  here,  the  post  roads 
there  not  comprehending  half  so  many  lailes.  and 
the  post  offices  not  being  two-thirds  so  imakeroaa, 
as  those  in  this  country.  The  Post  Office  in  Seot- 
lond,  (under  the  British  Post  Office,)  is  managed 
by  a  Postmaster  General,  a  Secretary,  a  SolicitMi 
and  an  Accountant,  besides  clerks ;  the  post  roads 
in  Scotland  hardly  extend  two  thousand  mileO, 
and  there  are  onl^  one  hundred  and  eighty  post 
offices.  If  experience  has  shown  the  Gov«a» 
ments  ctf  time'  countries  that  such  an  arrange 
meat  ia  there  neeeesHy  ta  lbs  dtte  exeoutioii  ef 
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thB  baaiaess  of  tbe  General  Post  Office,  it  is  be- 
Keved  that  do  one  can  sappose  that  the  General 
Post  Office  here,  which  •apmhtendB  nearly  eight 
Iraadred  post  offices,  and  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  over  post  roads  that  extend  more  than  six- 
teen thousand  miles,  can  be  easily  or  dnly  man- 
aged by  one  Postmaster  Genera^  an  asastaot, 
and  tbe  help  he  can  obtain  from  an  idlowanee 
too  scanty  for  the  employment  of  four  good 
clerks.  The  most  matenal  parts  of  the  duty  hare 
indeed  been  performed  so  as  to  luep  the  basiocse 
in  motion,  but  it  is  beliered  thai  all  the  smaller 
dnties  have  not  been  properly  performed  since 
the  first  extension  of  thf  post  roads  under  the 
)»«itent  form  of  Qoremment.  Oa  the  first  es- 
tablishment of  the  General  Post  Office,  ander  the 
former  Constitution,  a  Postmaster  Genoral,  and 
•nassisiaot,  were  prbrided  for  itssnperintendence; 
tiien,  and  for  Tannv  years  afterward,  the  whole 
■amber  of  pout  offieaa  did  not  amount  to  sixty, 
and  the  post  mads  did  not  extend  two  thontand 
miles :  one  eterk  was  then  also  employed.  With 
only  tbe  additional  aid  of  three  elern,  the  same 
proTision  has  been  eontinned  to  this  time,  although 
the  datiea  hare  been  gradnally  inereased  to  more 
than  seven  fold. 

These  circumstances  are  mentioned,  that  the 
alteration  might  not  appear  extraTagant ;  the  Post- 
master General  has  no  disposition  to  enjoy  the 
emolnmeot  the  office  affords  him  without  render- 
ing his  constant  sorvices,  and  no  wish  to  add  the 
least  UDDecessary  expense.  It  appears  to  him  that 
additional  provision  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
present  state  of  the  office,  aod  that  there  will  be 
constant  employ  for  all  those  who  are  proposed. 

In  a  business  so  diffasire  as  the  services  lo  be 
performed  in  the  General  Post  Office,  it  is  not  easy 
to  detail  the  particulars.  The  transportation  of 
the  mail  over  post  roads  that  extend  sixteen  thou- 
sand  miles,  wtiich  have  many  different  Imnches 
and  connexions,  and  are  divided  into  many  small 
contracts,  to  beperformed  at  a  great  distance  from 
the  General  Post  Office,  is  a  considerable  object. 
Notwithstanding  large  peualiies  are  provided  for 
ft.ilures  and  delays,  and  much  caution  is  nsed  to 
contract  only  with  good  men,  many  fatluret  and 
delays  will  happen ;  some  ttrougli  unavoidable 
causes,  and  others,  the  negligence  of  contractors ; 
on  this  sabject,  a  multitude  of  letters  are  written 
by  those  interested  in  there^larconveyaoce  of  the 
naail ;  they  require  answering,  and  the  perform- 
ance of  the  contractors  requires  also  to  be  con- 
stantly examined ;  to  this,  aluo,  must  be  added  the 
nudeondnct  of  those  ^o  contract,  or  who  are 
employed  by  contraeton ;  and  where  so  many  are 
emi^oyed  in  a  toilsome  service,  it  most  be  expect- 
ed that  many  letters  must  be  written  on  such  sab- 
jeets.  It  ean  hardly  be  supposed  that,  where  seven 
hundred  postimsten  are  appointed,  that  there 
most  not  be  many  vacancies  to  be  supplied,  espe- 
cially where  tbe  emoluments  to  be  aerived  from 
tfieoffiee  are  so  inconsiderable  as  they  are  at  a 
large  proportion  of  the  post  offices  the  United 
Btates ;  aod  it  is  a  fact  that  the  establishment  of 
new  offices,  and  the  appointment  of  newpostmas- 
Vera,  with  attending  to  complaiais,  receiving  ?» 


signations,  and  making  dne  inquiries  for  that  pur- 
pose, is  almost  suffieirat  to  engross  the  attentioa 
of  one  peram.  The  business  t>(  receiving  post- 
masierr  aecounta,  foiu  times  a  year^  calling  upon 
them  when  negligent,  and  commeneing  suits  when 
they  cannot  be  oUkerwise  obtained,  obtaining  their 
balances  in  such  an  extensive  country,  and  prosfr 
outing  them  for  delinquencies  paying  contraotors, 
obtaining  rotichers,  is  very  conuderable.  After 
the  accounts  are  obtained,  they  are  to  be  examine 
ed,  the  errors  corrected,  and  the  postmasters  inr 
formed  of  them  ;  they  are  to  be  entered  in  books, 
and  particular  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  exr 
penditures  in  the  Department  are  to  be  mad*  (Hot 
and  rendered  to  the  Treasury.  More  than  ten 
thousand  dead  letters  are  to  be  opened  and  iik- 
spected  every  quarter ;  those  which  have  valuable 
contents  are  so  be  Ktunied  to  the  wnter,  when  he 
can  be  found,  and  if  not  found,  registered  and  filed* 
The  making  out  cootraots,  bom^  dbc,  foveafiy- 
ing  the  mau,  advertisemeiU^  receiving  and  decid- 
ing upon  proposals,  is  another  eoimderaUe  bosi- 
ness.  The  contractora  and  postmasters  amount 
together  to  between  eight  and  nine  hundred,  who 
are  regular  correspondents,  four  times  a  year,  rel- 
ative to  dieir  accounts,  balances,  and  pay,  beside 
their  letters  relative  to  the  alteration  of  tbe  at- 
runeemeats,  questions  concerning  construction 
of  the  taw,  and  explanation  of  instructions.  A 
multitude  of  letters  are  also  received  on  subjects 
relatiag  to  the  Post  Office,  from  individuals  in  bU 
parts  0?  the  Union.  To  all  these  must  be  added, 
a  great  variety  of  incidents  and  particulars,  suoh 
as  supplying  postmasters  with  uanks  and  kejrs, 
the  riders  with  portmanteaus  and  locksj,  winch 
must,  of  necessity,  be  attaefaed  to  a  bosiiiess  ao 
diffusive. 

On  a  due  consideration  of  the  various  duties  of 
the  office,  it  is  imagined  that  it  will  be  found  that 
the  additional  assistance  proposed  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with.  The  existing  act  leaves  the  duties 
of  the  assistant  and  clerks  to  be  designated  by  the 
Postmaster  General;  and,  as  tbe  business  of  the 
office  may  vary,  it  seems  proper  still  to  leave  the 
duties  of  those  lo  be  employed  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  to  be  thus  designated.  The  present 
situation  of  the  business  requires  the  followti^ 
arrangement : 

The  Postmaster  General  to  superintend  the  bu- 
siness generally;  to  direct  the  principal  arrange- 
ments for  cairying  the  mail ;  to  establish  post 
offices ;  appoint  postmasters ;  inform  them  in  qtu^ 
tions  relatitig  to  the  law  and  their  duty ;  and  at- 
tend to  the  exterior  eorrespondenee  of  the  office. 

The  Assistant  to  hxep  the  moneys  of  the  Gonp- 
ral  Post  Office,  obtain  the  balances  dve  from  poat- 
masten,  pay  the  contraeton  and  mail  oarriers,and 
other  expenses ;  answer  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing to  money  and  accounts,  attend  to  keeiHOg  the 
accounts,  and  prepare  them  to  render  to  the  Trea- 
sury. The  assistant  has  likewise  occasionally  to 
travel  the  post  road,  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  case  of  stoppages  of  the 
mail,  and  thefts  committed  at  post  offices. 

The  Solicitor  to  cmnmence  suits  when  ao- 
ccunts  aie  not  duly  rendered,  and  for  the  recovary 
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of  baUnces ;  lo  be  partieularljr  emidoyed  relaiiTe 
to  traasportation  of  the  mail,  in  making  the  subor- 
dinate arraogemeDts  for  its  carriage,  advertise- 
ments, contracts,  bonds,  obtaining  aod  keeping ac- 
eoants  of  its  arrival  and  departure  frooi  all  parts 
of  the  roidii,  notiog  and  exacting  penalties  for  de- 
lays and  failures,  and  answering  letters  relating  to 
the  mail. 

A  first  clerk  to  be  employed  in  examiaing  ac- 
counts, to  aid  in  obtaining  toem,  with  their  Inlaa- 
ces,  from  delinquents,  by  preparing  accounts  for 
suit,  notifying  postmasters  of  corrections  in  their 
accounts,  and  to  assist  the  Solicitor  in  making  out 
contracts,  Sec. 

A  book-keeper,  lo  keep  the  books  of  the  Gene- 
ral Post  Office,  and  aid  the  assistant  in  making 
oat  draiiriiu,  acootmts  carrentj  &c. 

One  ourk  to  open  and  examine  dead  letters,  re- 
gister and  return  to  the  writer  such  as  hare  rain- 
able  contents,  and  hare  custody  of  than  when  the 
writer  cannot  be  found,  and  occasionally  attmd  to 
other  business. 

One  clerk  to  assist  in  examining  aceooots,  and 
eopyii^  the  assistant's  letters. 

One  clerk  to  copy  and  register  letters. 

This  section  is  copied  chiefly  from  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  1794 ;  and,  excepting 
in  the  before-mentioned  respects,  is  not  materially 
iJtered. 

Section  3  requires  all  persons  employed  to  take 
an  oath  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty :  the 
oatb  is  copied  from  the  former  act.  Postmasters 
and  contractors,  notwithstanding  they  are  express- 
ly forbidden  by  the  act,  and  by  their  instractions, 
ireqaently  employ  persons  in  the  care  of  the  mail, 
who  are  not  sworn,  and  it  has  been  construed  by 
some  of  the  coortt  that  no  person  who  has  not 
taken  the  oath  prescribed  could  be  considered  as 
legally  empioyed,  so  as  to  subject  such  person  to 
the  peoalues  of  the  16th  section  of  the  act  of  1794. 
ThCTe  does  not  appear  to  be  any  such  great  difier- 
encein  the  scale  of  crime,  and  none  in  the  injury 
to  the  public,  whether  the  person  who  violates  the 
law  be  sworn  or  not,  so  that  in  one  case  a  person 
who  has  been  sworn  might  be  punished  with 
death,  wliile  another  person,  not  sworn,  but  em- 
ployed in  the  same  manner  in  other  respects, 
should  be  subject  only  to  prosecution,  as  for  a  sim- 
ple Ineach  of  trust,  for  committing  the  same  crime. 
On  that  account  this  section  provides  that  persons 
omployed  ^all  be  subject  to  all  penalties  fur  vio- 
lations of  the  law,  whether  they  have  taken  or  not 
the  (Mth  prescribed. 

Section  3  provides  a  penalty  for  obstructing  the 
passage  of  the  mail.  This  section  is  copied  nom 
the  &th  of  the  act  of  1794,  without  alteration. 

Section  4.  This  section  {wescrtbes  the  manner  of 
advertising  for  contracts  to  carry  the  mail,  and  is 
but  little  varied  from  the  5th  section  of  1794.  That 
section  requires  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  to  adver- 
tise "the  penalty  or  penalties  for  non-perform- 
ance of  tbe  stipulations."  As  those  penalties 
would  make  the  advertisements  long  and  expeo- 
sive,  if  all  of  them  are  recited,  it  seems  sufi&cient 
to  recite  only  the  leading  penalties  in  the  adver- 
tisement, noting  at  the  same  time  that  pnq>er  pen- 


alties for  other  derialioos  would  be  stipidstci: 
that  part  has,  therefore,  been  omitted  in  this  sec- 
tion. The  next  alteration  extends  tbe  time 
Iodising  the  contract  with  the  Comptroller,  li«a 
thirty  toninety  days.  If  the  contractors  allcaBe 
to  the  Oeneral  Post  Office  and  brought  tbw  sare- 
ties  along  with  them,  the  business  is  socakalsiti 
that  a  man  desirous  of  contracting  only  sends  for- 
ward his  proposals  and  recommendations  lo  tkt 
Oeneral  Poet  Office,  where,  after  they  are  imM 
upon,  the  contracts  and  bonds  are  made  out,  tai 
sent  to  the  postmaster  living  nearest  to  tbt  po- 
poser,  who  attends  to  the  execution,  aad  decUa 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  sureties;  by  thu  mmm 
the  contracts  are  obtained  on  more  resionilt 
terms,  and  there  is  generally  compettiioa  aal 
portonity  of  ohoiee  in  several  proposers  for  ne 
same  route,  which  would  not  be  the  ease  ifa  nu 
was  obliged  lo  travelseven  or  eight  bundrrdmilB, 
to  propose  for,  or  to  complete  a  contract.  la  «ga> 
sequence  of  this  arrangement,  however,  it  fi^ 
qaently  happens  that  a  contract  is  notreturaedtt 
the  OenenU  Post  Office  for  several  months  sftH 
it  is  completed,  and  cannot  be  lod^  with  the 
Comptroller  so  soon  after  its  executiOB  as  the  to- 
mer  act  directs. 

The  Postmaster  General  is  here  required  tolMft 
a  duplicate  of  the  contract ;  the  former  aetdireca 
the  original  to  be  lodged  with  the  Comptroller:  it 
always  has  been  supposed  that  this  was  pmrided 
in  that  act  by  mistake,  as  the  Comptrnkr  tei 
nothing  to  do  relative  to  the  performance  of  ibe 
contract,  or  any  of  its  stipulations ;  and  tbe  eoa- 
traet  ought,  without  doubt,  to  be  io  posceuHa  d 
that  person  who  ia  to  see  that  it  is  pMtmneisM 
who  IS  to  ptosecQie  in  cases  of  failures.  A  certi- 
fied d  Dp^cate  is  sumosed  to  be  sufficient  to  antvet 
any  purpose  intended  by  lodging  it  with  theCo^ 
trailer. 

Section  5.  This  regards  the  hoars  of  sneot- 
ance  to  be  required  at  the  Post  Offices,  aad  > 
copied,  without  alteration,  from  the  7th  sceiioi  of 
the  act  of  1794. 

Section  6.  This  section  merely  providesforiM 
compensation  of  thfe  persons  to  be  employed  is  im 
General  Post  Office.  No  alteration  is  proposed  u 
far  as  respects  the  Postmaster  General ;  but  an  sag- 
mentation  of  the  assisUnt's  pay  appears  to  be  a- 
pedient,  on  account  of  the  great  locieMeoiiB 
duties,  and  the  decrease  of  the  value  of  noa^ 
On  the  first  o^nization  of  the  Post  Office,  w 
salary  was  rated  at  two-thirds  of  that  sUowm  k 
the  Postmaster  General ;  the  former  act  placa  u 
at  only  half  that  allowance  While  tbe  iM- 
ries  of  some  of  the  chief  clerks,  who,  on  tbe 
estaUishment  of  the  present  Government,  rewt- 
ed  only  eight  hundred  dollars,  have  been  rsise4  lo 
seventeen  and  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  tke  » 
sistant's,  who  at  the  same  time  received  a  tboooM 
dollars,  has  been  increased  only  to  iwelrebBfr 
dred,  while  his  duties  have  been  ineressw  « 
much  as  those  of  any  other  officer,  perbape,  w- 
der  the  Government  of  tbe  United  Slates,  ivo 
reason  is  perceived  why  the  services  rfth»e 
ployed  in  this  office  should  be  so  penoriooslf  fio- 
Tided  for.  I  hare  in  this  section  proposed  lMi<* 
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asststaot's  salary  ahoald  be  sixteen  bondred  dol 
lare  a  year,  which  is  only  at  the  same  rate  that  is 
allowed  to  the  accomptants  in  the  War  and  Nary 
OiBees. 

It  is  supposed  that  a  proper  person  cannot  be 
fband  to  do  the  duty  of  the  Solicitor  for  a  less 
oompensaiion  than  is  proposed  for  him. 

Ssreral  years  since,  by  the  employment  of  ordi- 
nary clerks,  at  a  less  rate  than  fire  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  provisioQ  was  made  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  those  employed  in  services  that  re- 
quired good  clerks;  that  cannot  now  be  done,  as 
DO  tolerable  clerk  cao  be  obtained  for  a  less  sura 
than  five  hundred  dollars ;  on  that  account,  specific 
mms  are  proposed  for  a  first  clerk  and  book-keep- 
er. Id  all  offices  where  there  is  much  detail,  it  is 
Mcessary  to  gire  such  salaries  as  will  induce 
olerks  to  aecoont  on  the  serrice  as  in  some  meas- 
ure pemwDent;  in  this  office  do  clerk  has  be- 
come properly  acquainted  with  the  duties  requir- 
ed of  a  first  clerk  and  book-keeper  ander  two  or 
three  qaarters. 

The  former  act  restricted  the  Postmaster  CSen- 
eral  to  the  appoiotment  of  a  certain  number  of 
clerks;  as  so  little  DDoecessary  expense  could  be 
incarred  in  this  way,  it  did  not  seem  proper  to  con- 
tinae  that  restriction,  particularly  as  the  business 
of  the  office  is  so  rapidly  increasmg. 

Sectioti  7.  This  section  relates  to  the  rates  of 
letter  postage. 

The  9th  section  of  the  former  act  establishes 
nine  different  rates  of  postage  for  diflerent  dis- 
tances. Such  a  number  of  different  rates  renders 
the  business  of  rating  and  marking  letters  embar- 
rassing, and  often  oeeasinns  mistakes,  especially 
IS  that  hastness  is  generally  required  to  oe  done 
with  great  expedition,  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  tetters  to  be  mailed  being  dropped  into  the  of- 
fice the  last  moment  allowed  for  receiring  them, 
which  is  but  a  short  time  prerious  to  that  fixed 
for  the  departure  o(  the  mail.  To  facilitate  that 
business,  and  to  render  it  less  subject  to  mistakes, 
they  are  now  reduced  to  six.  In  order  to  do  this, 
and  reduce  some  of  the  higher  rates  of  postage,  by 
extending  them  over  greater  distances,  without,  at 
the  same  time,  reducing  the  rerenue^  it  has  been 
necessary  to  make  a  small  increase  in  the  lowest 
rates.  By  the  rates  proposed,  the  postages  of  all 
letters  carried  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
and  less  than  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  are  some- 
thing reduced,  and  most  of  the  postages  of  those 
conveyed  under  one  hundred  miles  are  increased. 
The  loweit  rale  under  the  fanner  act  was  six 
cents^  which,  considering  the  troaUe  of  carrying, 
marking,  rating,  mailing,  and  accounting  for  the 
letter,  seems  too  small,  particularly  since  money 
has  been  so  much  reduced  in  value  ;  it  has  now, 
therefore,  been  raised  to  eight  cents.  The  advance 
on  the  low  postages  is  so  small,  that  the  alteration 
will  hardly  be  noticed,  and  a  postage  of  twelve- 
and-a-half  cents,  or  under,  is  so  inconsiderable,  that 
it  is  freely  paid,  but  in  all  cases  above  that  sum,  it 
seems  something  of  an  obiecl,  and  it  then  begins 
to  be  called  money.  It  has  been  an  object,  in 
making  this  arrangement,  to  regulate  it  so  as 
not  to  reduce  tlw  rereaue.  A  com[dete  exami- 


nation of  the  operation  of  the  nev  rates  could  not 
be  made  without  taking  more  time  than  could  be 
spared  at  this  office  but  by  examination  at  several 
of  the  principal  offices,  it  appears  that  the  new 
rates  will  produce  a  small  addition  to  the  revenue. 

In  England,  they  have  only  three  rates  of  post- 
age, fi.>ur  pence,  five  pence,  and  six  pence  sterling, 
equal  to  eight]  ten,  and  twelve  cents.  The  great- 
est distance  from  one  post  office  to  another  there, 
is  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  and  within 
thai  extent,  they  have  only  three  rates  for  differ- 
ent distances ;  hut,  under  the  former  act,  we  hare 
seven  rates  within  that  distance. 

The  rates  of  postage,  by  water,  are  now  made 
the  same  as  those  by  land,  except  that  no  packet 
is  to  be  charged  with  more  than  triple  postage. 
Under  the  former  act,  the  postage  of  a  single  let- 
ter, by  water,  was  only  eisht  cents,  for  any  dis- 
tance, which  was  too  small  to  defray  the  expense 
of  establishing  packets. 

The  former  section  left  doubts  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  single,  double,  and  packet ;  they 
are  so  expressed  here,  as  to  render  them  cer- 
tain. 

No  restriction  was  made  in  the  former  act  upon 
the  wei(;ht  of  packets  that  should  be  received  to 
be  :»ent  by  post,  In  consequence  of  which,  in  a 
few  instances,  large  and  inconvenient  packages 
have  been  sent  in  the  mail,  which  those  to  whom 
they  have  been  directed  hare  refused  to  take  up, 
on  account  of  the  expense.  It  is  therefore  propos- 
ed to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the  postmaster  to 
receire  or  reject  such  as  weigh  more  than  three 
pounds. 

Section  8.  This  section  increases  the  rate  on 
ship  letters,  receired  by  private  vessels,  from  four 
to  six  centic.  Two  cents  of  the  former  rate  was 
paid  to  the  master  of  the  ship,  and  only  two  oenta 
of  the  residue  went  to  the  Post  Office  i  this,  ow- 
ing to  the  number  of  dead  letters,  and  the  com- 
missions of  postmasters,  it  is  supposed,  rather 
brings  the  office  in  debt,  than  proauces  any  ad- 
vantage to  the  revenue ;  and  as  tne  rate  is  so  very 
trifling,  it  seems  that  the  sm;ill  advance  proposed 
might  be  made  without  being  objectionable. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  charge  the  letters,  which 
are  destined  to  oe  conveyed  by  post,  only  with  two 
cents  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  postage — the  or* 
dinary  postage  being  deemed  high  enough. 

Sections  9, 10, 11, 12,  and  13,  are  ei^ied  from 
the  former  act,  without  alteration. 

Section  14.  This  section  provides  a  punishment 
for  those  who,  being  employed  in  the  Department 
of  the  Post  (MBce,  shall  interrupt  the  safety  of  eor- 
respondence,  and  is  copied  from  the  5ixteenih  see* 
tion  of  the  former  act,  without  alteration,  except- 
ing in  the  second  pmalty,  where  it  is  proposed  to 
substitute  corporal  punishment  in  place  of  the 
punishment  by  death. 

That  punishment  is  so  contrary  to  the  present 
humane  regulations  and  mild  policy  of  the  laws 
of  the  separate  States,  and  so  shocking  to  the  hu- 
mane sentiments  generally  prevalent  in  this  coun- 
try, that  it  is  hoped  the  substitute  may  be  adopt- 
ed. Death  is  indeed  an  awful  and  dreadful  pun- 
ishment; the  greatest  that  man  can  inflict:  and 
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ought  to  be  provided,  perhaps,  only,  as  the 
last  resource  to  the  safety  and  well-beiag  of' 
^iety — io  cases  oaly  of  crimes  the  most  ag- 
gravated, and  where  the  enormity  or  repetition 
Kaves  DO  hope  of  a  reform  in  the  criminal ;  or 
those  who  have  committed  treasoo,  murder,  or 
crimes  against  personal  safety  little  short  of  them 
— Climes  which  show  such  an  -utter  depravity  as 
Tenders  it  unsafe  to  iiave  them  ag«ia  mingle  with 
society.  Id  the  iW^eDt  case,  it  is  not  neeessuY  to 
eztmuie  whether  a  man  has  a  right  to  inflict  that 
penalty  for  cnraes  of  «  higher  cast ;  it  is  enongh 
to  know  that  those  ideas  very  considerably  pre- 
Tail  among  the  people  in  this  country,  and  that 
the  laws  where  that  punishment  is  provided  for 
Mich  cases,  cannot  be  executed.  Such  is  certain- 
ly the  fact  and  so  scrupulous  and  determined  are 
a  great  number  in  that  particular,  that  they  will 
rather  neglect  their  duty,  and  violate  iheir  oaths, 
than  in  any  manner  aid  in  detecting  or  convict- 
ing such  criminals ;  and  so  generally  is  that  the 
case,  that  although  there  have  been  a  number  of 
thefts  committed  on  the  mail  by  those  employed, 
and  robberies  by  others,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  although  the  villains  have  been 
known,  and  in  some  instances  apprehended,  it  has 
been  impossibly  in  any  ease,  with  clear  proof,  to 
bring  them  to  pUDishment.  The  law,  in  fact^  in 
these  respects,  from  the  severity  of  the  punish- 
ment, has  become  useless ;  and  villains,  relying  on 
the  puUic  humanity,  violate  it  with  impunity.  It 
has  often  been  said,  and  it  seems  with  much  truth, 
that  the  certainty  of  the  execution  of  a  severe 
punishment  has  a  much  more  powerful  influence 
ffl  the  prevention  of  crimes,  than  laws  which  pro* 
vide  tne  greatest;  because  the  criminal,  in  all 
countries,  OAS  some  hope  when  the  punishment  is 
very  great,  and  the  crime  not  Ihe  most  atrocious, 
of  escape,  through  the  humanity  of  the  public 
agents,  jurors,  witnesses,  judges,  and  the  pardon- 
ing power ;  but  where  the  punishment  is  severe, 
but  not  so  much  so  as  greatly  to  outrage  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  no  such  hope  can  prevail. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  wished  that  a  severe  punish- 
ment, and  one  which  wUl  not  at  the  same  time 
much  outrage  the  prevailing  sentiments  orjasticy 
or  tempt  those  to  whom  the  execution  of  tne  laws 
are  entrusted,  or  the  people  at  large,  to  favor  es- 
capes, may  be  provided.  Such  a  one  is  the  sub- 
stitute supposed  to  be.  That  kind  of  corporal 
punishment  proposed  has,  of  late,  been  indeed  op- 
posed by  some  as  impolitic,  considering  it  to  de- 
stroy the  criminal's  hope  of  retrieving  an  honest 
iame,aQd  thence  tending  to  fix  his  depravity.  But 
others  do  not  believe  that  experience  shows  it  to 
have  that  effect ;  and  if  it  did,  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  other  punishment  consonant  to  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  our  laws^  adeijuate  to  the  prevention 
of  such  crimes.  The  public  jails  of  tne  United 
States  are  not  calculated  for  penitentiary  employ- 
ments ;  and  even  if  they  wer&  such  {Minishment 
seems  too  trivial,  compared  with  the  crime.  From 
the  nnmbar  of  respectable  but  miforcunate  debt- 
ors, with  which  the  public  jails  are  crowded,  im- 
prismment  has  almost  ceased  to  be  a  scandal.  To 
^imt  crimes  so  easily  eoraiaitted,  and  so  inju- 


rious to  the  public  interest,  as  those  under  coasid- 
eration,  00  punishment  promises  to  be  so  efl&cient 
as  the  one  proposed.  Those  who  have  hitherto 
violated  this  part  of  the  taw,  have  been  young  mea^ 
having  some  education,  and  respectable  coaoex- 
ious,  to  whom  the  jiunibhment  proposed  would  be 
more  terrible  in  itself  and  consequeoees,  than 
death ;  and  from  which  they  would  have  do  hope 
to  escape,  through  the  humanity  of  those  eutruat- 
ed  with  the  execution  of  the  laws;  and  fion 
thence^  it  is  believed,  it  would  have  a  much  men 
powerful  effect  ia  ^veutin^  the  commission  gf 
those  crimes,  which  is  the  object  of  the  law. 

Sec.  15.  This  section  also  substitutes  corporal 
punishment  for  the  punishment  by  death,  in  the 
case  of  robbing  the  mail ;  and  extends  the  punish 
ment  to  stealing  of  the  mail,  which  was  loo  feeUy 
provided  for  bubre.  It  is  doubtless  ao  object  l« 
render  correspondence  as  safe  as  possible  :  the  se- 
curity of  it  is  of  great  importance  to  Goveromut, 
and  essential  to  ao  extensive  commerce;  on  these 
accounts,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  incrcajt 
the  punishmmt  for  stealing  tbemail,  and  to  extend 
penalties  to  other  abuse.'. 

Sec.  16.  This  section  is  copied  from  the  18^ 
section  of  the  former  act,  and  relates  to  the  adver- 
tifiog  of  letters,  and  the  disposing  of  thme  whii^ 
may  become  dead* 

Section  17.  This  section  relates  to  free  letloa^ 
and  comprises  a  list  of  all  public  officers  who  an 
now  enutled  to  receive  and  send  their  letters 
free. 

Section  18.  This  section  provides  a  penalty  for 
the  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  franking.  That 
abuse  has  been  carried  so  Mr  in  England  that  sev- 
eral acts  and  regulations  have  been  found  neces- 
sary to  be  made  to  prevent  it,  aud,  in  this  country, 
its  frequency  already  demands  provisioiu 

Section  19,  relates  to  printers'  exchange  pnpeis, 
and  is  the  same  as  the  twenty-first  sectim  of  the 
former  act. 

Section  20.  This  section  relates  to  newspapers, 
and  comprises  the  22d  section  of  1794  and  the  6tk 
section  of  the  act  of  1797. 

No  other  regulation  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
carriage  of  newspapers  than  what  was  before  pro- 
vided nas  yet  bee:i  nit  upon.  Indeed,  the  failures 
which  have  been  hitherto  complained  of  hare  gen- 
erally happened  in  cases  where  the  papers  were 
to  be  conveyed  a  great  distance  in  the  mail ;  and 
the  failure  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  damp  state  ia 
which  the  papers  are  too  frequently  put  up,  the 
rains  and  wet  they  may  meet  with  in  their  pass- 
age, and  the  jolting  they  receive  in  the  carnage. 
By  these  means  the  wrappers  become  defaced  or 
worn  out,  and  no  new  direction  can  be  gives 
them,  as  the  papers  themselves  hardly  ever  have 
a  particular  direction.  If  printers  were  to  give 
every  paper  a  parttculax  direction,  when  the  pack- 
ets become  worn  out  and  broken,  the  postnustMs 
could  repack  aikd  direct  them:  of  uiis  aereml 
printershave  been  informed,  but  they  do  notchowc 
to  take  the  trouble.  In  some  cases,  when  a  loof 
raio  occurs,  even  that  coold  not  be  done,  as  maay 
of  the  papers  are  so  much  damaged  and  defined  m 
to  Iweome  illegible.  Letters  baring  proper  dirae- 
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tioDs,  being  more  compact,  and  wriuen  on  finer 
paper,  are  not  so  subject  to  iojury,  and  rarely,  if 
ever,  fail  from  that  cause. 

It  is  not  believed  thai  the  safety  and  regularity 
with  which  letters  pass  io  the  mail  is  at  all  owing 
to  any  greatercare  in  thepostmasters  or  the  carriers 
of  the  mail.  The  portmanteaus  and  bags  used  in 
both  cases  are  made  of  leather,  lined  with  oil> 
cloth,  and  secured  by  locks;  botn  letters  and  pa- 

Sira  are  first  put  into  painted  bags,  and  then  into 
e  |K)rtmattteau :  it  does  not  seem  that  other  pre- 
cautions can  properly  be  used  for  saving  those 
newspapers  from  wet  and  from  wear,  which  are 
carried  on  horseback,  than  are  already  taken.  The 
papers,  in  many  cases,  are  emitted  or  misdirected 
oy  the  printers;  one  of  them  particularly,  who 
has  been  the  most  clamorous  on  that  subject,  has 
had  that  business  done  very  negligently,  and  has 
often  attributed  miscarriages  to  tne  Post  Office, 
when  they  arose  wholly  from  his  own  inattention. 
No  material  alteration  is,  therefore,  proposed  io 
this  section,  except  that  of  authorizing  the  Post- 
master (Seneral  to  require  those  who  receive  news- 
IMtpers  to  pay  the  amount  of  one  quarter's  postage 
in  advance.  In  many  parts  of  the  United  States, 
there  is  very  little  copper  coin,  so  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  so  small  change  as  a  cent,  or 
a  cent-and-a-half,  and  it  is  very  troublesome  also 
to  make  such  change,  where  it  can  be  done,  at 
lai^r  offices ;  the  trouble  of  charging  each  is  also 
as  much  as  the  postages  are  worth,  and  it  is  still 
more  to  collect  them  when  they  are  credited ;  so 
that  some  postmasters  complain  that  they  do  not 
receive  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  postages,  and  others 
have  resigned  on  that  account.  The  amount  of 
one  quarter's  postages  on  a  weekly  paper,  if  not 
sent  out  of  the  State,  is  only  thirteen  cents — so 
smalt  that  it  is  presumed  that  no  person  would 
complain  of  any  hardship  in  the  regulation. 

Section  21.  This  section  provides  for  the  com- 
pensation of  postmasters,  and  is  copied  from  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  passed  in  1797. 

On  an  attentive  consideration  of  this  subject,  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  better  arrangement  can 
be  made,  or  any  ratisfactory  alteration.  The  rates 
ot  commission  indeed  appear  lar^  on  the  first 
bondred  and  three  hundred  dollars  collected ;  but, 
when  it  is  considered  from  what  small  sums  the 
postmaster's  accounts  arise,  that  a  very  lar^e  pro- 
portion of  the  mails  do  not  amount  to  halt-a-dol- 
Tar ;  that  every  postmaster  bas  as  well  to  pack, 
rate,  and  enter,  in  his  accounts,  and,  in  a  bill,  the 
amounts  of  every  mail,  as  to  deliver  the  letters  and 
receive  the  price;  and  that  the  commission  is  al- 
lowed only  on  half  the  postages  of  the  letters  that 
pass  through  his  hands,  and  into  his  accounts:  so 
that,  instead  of  thirty,  twenty-five,  twenty,  and 
eight,  he  in  fact,  receives  only  fifteen,  twelve-and- 
a-nalf,  ten,  and  four  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount 
of  postages  contained  in  his  accounts}  it  is  really 
not  an  extravagant  per  cenlage.  Tberate  cannot 
be  estimated  by  the  rate  of  profit  of  factors  and 
commission  merchants :  for  among  them  the  sale 
of  a  single  piece  of  goods,  which  occasions  them  no 
more  trouble  perhaps  than  the  receiving,  despatch- 
ing, and  accoonting  for,  of  a  single  mail,  wul  pro- 
5th  Com.— 117 


duce  more  than  many  of  the  post  c^ces  in 

half  a  year. 

As  the  rates  now  stand,  several  of  the  postmas- 
ters, who  receive  from  three  to  twelve  nundred 
dollars  a  ymi  for  their  services,  complain  that  the 
compensation  is  inadequate  to  the  trouble.  Al- 
though it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  increase  the 
compensation  at  any  post  Office,  it  is  certainly,  in 
many  cases,  but  barely  adequate  to  the  labor  re- 
quired, and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  reduced. 

The  only  alteration  proposed  in  this  section  is 
an  allowenee  of  twenty  cents  to  each  postmaster 
for  every  monthly  return  he  shall  make  of  the  ar* 
rival  and  departure  o(  the  mails  at  his  office. 
Postmasters  at  the  two  extremes  of  every  ronte 
contracted  for  are  required  to  keep  a  register  of 
lUe  arrivals  and  departures  of  the  contractors,  at 
their  offices,  which  are  to  be  returned  to  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office  monthly.  It  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  have  this  duty  regularly  and  properly  per- 
formed, as,  without  such  returns,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Postmaster  General  to  know  whether  a 
contractor  performs  his  contract.  At  the  unpro- 
ductive omces,  where  such  extremes  sometimes 
occur,  little  attention  is  paid  to  this  duty ;  and,  as 
the  compensation  they  receive  is  of  no  considera- 
tion, they  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  it  promptly ; 
it  is  also  a  trouble  not  common  to  postmast^ 
and  it  therefore  seems  expedient  to  make  that 
small  allowance. 

Seciion  22.  Difficulties  have  frequently  occur- 
red in  suing  bonds  and  delinquent  postmasters, 
from  the  manner  which  has,  until  lately,  been 
adopted,  in  describing  the  person  to  whom  the  ob- 
ligation is  made.  From  that  cause,  it  is  now  ne- 
cessary to  prosecute  bonds  made  to  aformer  Post- 
master General,  and  to  sue  for  debts  arising  in  his 
time  io  the  individual  name  of  the  person  who 
acted  as  Postmaster  Geueral.  It  is  therefore  pro- 
posed to  authorize  the  carrying  on  of  such  suits  in 
the  name  of  "  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

The  rules  of  the  common  law  also  require  that 
the  original  accounts  should  be  produced  in  sap- 
port  of  suits  for  the  recovery  of  balances;  but  the 
Post  Office  act  directs  them  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Office  of  the  Treasury,  from  whence  they  cannot 
be  withdrawn ;  it  therefore  appears  necessary  that 
certified  copies  of  postmasters'  accounts  should  be 
admitted  as  evidence  in  such  eases,  there  being  no 
other  means  by  which  their  balances  can  be  prop- 
erly established. 

Section  23.  A  number  of  insunces  have  occur- 
red where  those  persons  to  whom  the  appointment 
of  postmaster  has  been  tendered  have  immediate- 
ly entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  without 
iviug  a  bond,  and  several  months  have  elapsed 
efore  a  proper  person  to  do  the  business  could  be 
found  and  qualified.  When  these  persons  refuse 
or  neglect  to  render  their  accoontSj  there  is  no 
means  of  compelling  them,  in  some  districts,  but 
by  a  suit  in  equity,  which  is  trouUteome  in  its 
management,  tedious,  and  expensire  j  'and,  in  other 
districts,  but  by  an  action  of  accountj  which,  by 
being  seldom  resorted  to,  i:>  little  less  difficult,  A 
penuty  is  therefore  proposed  in  this  sectioii|  and  a 
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form  of  action  prescribed  to  do  away  those  diffi- 
culties. Besides  the  iostances  above  mentioned, 
other  cases  bare  occurred,  where,  the  postmaster 
harioff  died,  his  clerk,  or  assistant^  has  conducted 
the  office  for  sevenu  months,  either  before  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral  receired  information  of  it,  or 
before  he  could  appoint  another  in  the  place  of  the 
deceased. 

Sections  24^  25,  26,  and  27,  are  copied  from  the 
former  act,  without  alterations. 

Section  28.  In  some  instances,  from  the  ^at 
distance  of  the  delinquent  or  criminal  from  the 
place  appointed  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  will  amount  to  a  double  punishment 
in  expense  and  loss  of  time  to  prosecute  him  be- 
fore tnem ;  and  it  is  desirable,  particularly  when 
the  smaller  offences  or  delinquencies  occur,  to 

Srosecuie  at  as  Utile  expense  to  ibe  public  and  in- 
iriduals  as  can  be  conveniently  done.   It  would. 


for  instance,  be  a  severe  punishment  upon  a  ferry- 
man at  Pittsburg,  who  migbt  incur  a  penalty  of 
fire  or  ten  dollars  by  a  wilful  delay  in  crossing  the 
mail,  to  bring  him  all  the  wajr  from  Pittsburg  to 
Philadelphia  for  trial.  On  this  account,  it  b  pro- 
posed to  authorize  the  Judiciary  of  the  senal 
States  to  try  offences  under  this  act. 

Section  29.  This  section  is  ]m>7ided  merely  to 
accelerate  the  proceedings  on  suits :  it  is  wdl 
known  that,  in  some  of  Uie  States,  they  are  ex- 
tremely dilatory. 

Section  30.  This  section  only  repeals  the  former 
acts,  and  provides  for  the  prosecution  of  offences 
under  them. 

JOS.  HABERSHABl, 

Pottmeuter  Generd. 
General  Post  Office, 
Pkiladdphia,  Jamuiry  8, 1799. 
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PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT 

PHILADELPHIA.  MAY  Ifi,  17&7. 


AN  ACT  to  pramit  dtiuiu  of  the  United  Suim 
fiom  privttoaing  agaiiut  uations  in  tnutj  withi  or 
aguut  the  atiieni  irf'the  United  State*. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  th€  Smote,  and  Himei^Itm- 
retetttativee,  of  the  United  States  of  America  m 
QmgreM  ateembled.  That  if  any  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  Uoited  Statn,  shall,  without  the  limits  of 
the  same,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
arm,  or  procure  lo  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or 
shall  knowioglf  aid  or  be  concerned  in  the  fur- 
nishing, fitting  out,  or  arming,  any  private  ship  or 
vessel  of  war,  with  intent  that  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  be  employed  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities, 
upon  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  properly,  of  any 
Prince  or  State  with  whom  the  Uotted  States  are 
at  peace,  or  upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
or  their  property,  or  shall  take  the  commaud  of,  or 
enter  on  board  of,  any  such  ship  or  vessel  for  the 
intent  aforesaid,  or  shall  purchase  an  interest  in  any 
vessel  so  fitted  out  and  armed,  with  a  view  lo  share 
in  the  profits  thereof,  such  person  or  persons,  so  of- 
fending, shall,  on  eonviction  thereol^  be  adjudged 
f^iliy  of  a  high  raiademeanor,  and  shall  be  pun- 
idied  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ten  years :  Ana 
the  trial  for  such  offence,  if  committed  without 
the  limits  of  the  Uoited  States,  shall  be  in  the 
district  where  the  offender  shall  be  apprehended 
or  firbt  brought. 

8tc.  2.  And  be  UfitHher  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  the  foregoing  act  shall  be  cooairued  to  prevent 
the  prosecution  or  punishment  of  treason,  or  aay 
piracy  defined  by  a  treaty  or  other  law  of  the 
United  States. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeentaiivet. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  June  14, 1797. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
President  of  the  Umed  States. 


Aa  Act  jmdiiUting,  tat  a  limited  time,  the  exporUtion 
of  amw  and  anunnoitioD,  and  for  encouraging  the 
importation  thereo£ 

Be  U enacted,  4h:.j  Thatitshall  not  he  lawful  to 
export  from  the  United  States,  any  cannon,  mns- 
keti,  pistols,  bayonets,  swords,  cnilasses,  musket- 


balls,  lead,  bombs,  grenados,  gunpowder,  sulphur, 
or  saltpetre,  but  tfie  exportation  of  all  the  afore- 
said articles  is  hereby  prohibited,  until  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  any  of 
the  aforesaid  articles,  excepting  such  of  them  as 
may  constitute  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any 
vesi^el  which,  during  the  continuance  of  this  pro- 
hibition, shall  be  found  on  board  of  any  vessel  in 
any  river  port,  bay,  or  harbor,  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Uoited  States,  put  on  board  with  an 
intent  to  be  exported  from  the  United  States,  shall 
be  forfeited ;  and  in  case  the  value  thereof  shall 
amount  to  one  hundred  dollars,  the  vessel  on  board 
of  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  together  with 
ber  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  also  be 
forfeited :  Prosided,  neverthdess.  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moval or  transportation  of  any  of  the  articles 
aforesaid,  from  one  port  to  another  port,  within 
the  United  States,  in  atiy  vessel  having  a  license 
as  a  coasting  vessel,  the  master,  agent,  or  owner 
of  which  shall  have  given  bond,  wlui  one  or  more 
sufficient  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  district 
from  frhich  ^uch  vessel  is  about  to  depart,  in  a 
sum  double  the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  such 
of  the  raid  articles  as  may  be  laden  on  board  of 
her,  that  the  said  articles  shall  be  relaaded  and 
delivered  in  some  port  of  the  Uoited  States;  or, 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  any  of  the  above  ar- 
ticles on  public  account,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 
,  Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
of  the  articles  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  pro- 
hibitions of  this  act,  be  exported  from  the  United 
States,  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  hare 
been  exported,  tuffether  with  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  captain 
or  master  of  such  vessel,  knowinsly  offending  in 
the  premises,  shall  be  liable  to  indictment ;  and, 
upon  conviction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be 
distribuira  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinafter  pro- 
vided as  to  other  forfeitures  incurred  under  this 
act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  custom-house  officers,  and  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue, to  attend  to  the  execution  of  this  law,  and 
all  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  under  i^and 
not  otherwise  directed  tq  be  pras^cated  and  re* 

Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


3687 


APPENDIX. 


S688 


Acts  of  Congrest. 


covered,  shall  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  distri- 
buted in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  act, 
entitled  "Ao  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaodise,  imported  into  the 
United  Statei,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels." 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  JvrOur  enacted,  That  all  brass 
cannon,  muskets,  aud  firelocks,  with  bayonets 
suited  to  the  same.  pistoLs,  swords,  cutlasse:;.  mus- 
ket-balls, lead,  and  gunpowder,  which  shall  be 
imported  into  the  United  Stales  from  any  foreign 
country,  within  the  term  of  one  year,  and  all  sul- 
phur and  saltpetre  which  shall  be  so  imported 
within  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  oe  free  of  duty,  anything 
ID  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Approved]  June  14, 1797. 


An  Act  to  provide  Sa/t  the  flirther  defence     the  potti 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That,  for  fortifying  certain 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  there  be 
appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  fiiteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
appropriation  shall  be  paid  and  discharged  out  of 
the  surplus  of  the  revenue  and  income  t«yond  the 
appropriations  heretofore  charged  thereon. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, empowered  to  authorize  any  of  the  States 
which  were  lound  indebted  lo  the  United  States, 
on  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  them  and 
the  respective  States,  to  expend  under  his  direction 
the  sums  respectively  due  from  them  in  fortifying 
their  ports  and  harbors;  and  the  sums  which  may 
be  so  expended  »hall  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
said  States  on  account  ot  the  balances  found  and 
reported  by  the  Commissioners  for  settling  Uie 
accounts  berween  the  United  States  and  the  in- 
dividual States,  to  be  due  from  the  said  Slates  to 
the  United  States.  Provided  thesaid  Statesshall 
and  do  cede  to  the  United  States  the  lands  and 
places  on  which  such  fortifications  shall  be  so  erect- 
ed, in  cases  where  the  lands  are  the  property  of 
such  States. 

Approved,  June  23, 1797. 


An  Act  sQthortzing  a  detachment  from  the  Militia  of 
the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c,  That  the  President  of  (he 
United  Slates  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  re- 
quire of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  to 
take  efiectuai  measures,  at  such  time  as  be  shall 
deem  necessary,  to  orgauize,  arm.  and  equip,  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march  at 
a  moment's  warning,  the  following  proportions, 
r^wctively,  of  eighty  thousand  elective  militia, 
officers  included,  to  wit:  from  the  State  of  Ten 
nessee^  eight  hundred  and  six;  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
fovr;  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  three 


thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five;  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  seven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight ;  from  the  Stale  of  Kentnckj, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-two;  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  eleven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty ;  tram  the  State  of  Maryland,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-two ;  from  the 
State  of  Delaware,  one  thousand  one  bandred  and 
sixty-eight ;  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ten 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six;  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
aud  eighty-six;  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three ; 
from  the  Stale  of  Vermout,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty;  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  ;  from  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-six;  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  ^ 
from  the  Sute  of  New  Hampshire,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  may,  if  he  judges  expedient,  aothoriie 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States  toacceptany 
independent  corps  of  cavalry,  artilierjr  or  infanlif , 
as  part  of  the  detachments  aforesaid,  proridei 
they  shall  voinntarily  engage  as  corps  in  the  sn> 
vice. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  militia  shall  not  be  compelled  lo  serve  a 
longer  time,  in  any  one  tour,  than  three  months, 
after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  and 
that,  during  the  time  of  their  service,  the  com- 
missioned officers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay  and  rations  that  are  allowed,  by  law,  to  oflS- 
cers  of  the  same  rank  on  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States;  and  the  noncommb- 
sioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall  re- 
ceive the  pay  and  altowaoee  for  clothing,  eatab- 
lished  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  the  noncommianioned  officers,  mnneiaB% 
and  privates  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
when  called  into  actual  service,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shell  continue  and  lye  in  force,  for  the  space  of  one 
year  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thenca 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
looffer. 

Approved,  Jaue  24, 1797. 


An  Act,  in  addi^  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  ooa- 
ceming  the  ngiateiiag  and  ieon£ng  of  Aif»  aai 
vessels." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  no  ship  or  vessel  which 
has  been  or  shall  be  registered,  pursuant  to  any 
law  of  the  United  S(ate&  and  which  hereafter 
shall  be  seized,  or  captured  and  condemned,  under 
the  authority  of  any  foreign  Power,  or  that  shall 
by  sale  become  the  property  of  any  foreigner  or 
foreiffners,  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be 
entitled  to,  or  capable  of  receiving,  a  new  regialer, 
notwithstanding  such  ship  or  vessel  should*  after^ 
wards  become  American  property;  but  that  all 
such  ships  and  vessels  shall  be  taken  and  eonaid- 
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ered,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  foreign  vessels : 
Provided,  That  aotbtng  io  this  act  contained  shall 
extead  tp,  or  be  construed  to  afiect  the  person  or 
persons  owning  any  ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of 
the  seiKore  or  capture  of  the  same,  or  shall  prevent 
niefa  owner,  in  case  he  regain  a  property  in  such 
ship  or  vessel,  so  condemned,  by  purcnase  or  other- 
wise, from  claiming  and  receiving  a  new  register 
for  the  same  as  he  might  or  could  have  done  if 
thia  act  had  not  have  been  [»ssed. 
Approved,  June  27,  1797. 


An  Act  Erecting  the  apmnntnient  of  sgents  in  relation 
to  Ota  sixth  irticle  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  Commerce 
and  Nangation,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Biitdn. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  ap- 
point a  proper  person  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  United 
Stales,  under  the  direction  of  the  Attorney  Creo- 
eral,  in  relation  to  such  claims  as  may  be  made 
agamst  the  United  States,  before  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Attorney  General  to  counsel  such  agent,  and 
to  attend  beifore  the  said  Commissioners,  when- 
ever any  questions  of  law  or  fact  to  be  determined 
by  them  shall  render  his  assistance  necessary. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the  At- 
torney General  be^  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
^oy  such  agents,  in  di&rent  parts  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  hnsioess  before  the  said  Commis- 
uooers,  in  his  opiniou^shall  make  necessary,  to  be 
paid  according  to  their  services,  at  such  rate  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it fia^r  enacted,  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  service  to  be  performed  un- 
der this  act,  the  Attoroey  General  shall  be  entitled 
to  an  additional  compenAation  of  six  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum;  and  the  person  hereby  directed 
*  to  be  appointed,  to  a  compensation  at  tne  rate  of 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  for  ena- 
bling the  President  of  the  United  States  to  defray 
the  expenses  to  be  incurred  under  and  by  this  act, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand,  dollars  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  money 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  June  30, 1797. 


An  Act  providing  a  Naval  Armament. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered, 
•hould  be  deem  it  expedioit,  to  cause  the  frigates 
United  States,  Constitution,  and  CoDstellatiou,  to 
be  manned  and  employed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  li  Jurther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  employed  on  board  each  of  the  ships  of 
forty-four  guns,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants,  two 
lieatenants  of  marines,  one  chaplain,  one  suiveon, 
mad  two  sargeon's  mates;  and  m  the  ship  oi  thir- 


ty-six gnns,  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  one 
lieutenant  of  marines,  one  surgeon,  and  one  sur- 
geon's mate. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  employed  in  each  of  tbe-said  ships  the  fol- 
lowing warrant  officers,  who  shall  be  appointeil 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  one 
sailing-master,  one  purser,  one  boatswain^  one  gun- 
ner, one  sailmaker,  one  carpenter,  and  eight  mid- 
shipmen; and  the  following  petty  officers,  who 
shall  be  appointed  bv  the  captains  of  the  ships, 
respectively,  in  which  they  are  to  be  employed, 
viz:  two  master's  mates,  one  captain's  clerk,  two 
boatswain's  mates,  one  coxswain,  one  sailmaker'a 
mate,  two  gunner's  mates,  one  yeoman  of  thegun 
room,  nine  quarter  gunners,  (and  for  the  two 
larger  ships  two  additional  quarter  gunners,)  two 
carpenter's  mates,  one  armorer,  one  steward,  one 
cooper,  one  master-at-arms,  and  one  cook. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fyrther  enacted.  That  the 
crews  of  each  of  the  ships  of  ferty-fonr  gnns  slull 
consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  seamen,  one  hnik- 
dred  and  three  midshipmen  and  ordinary  seamen, 
three  sergeants,  three  corporals,  one  drum,  one  fife^ 
and  fifty  marines;  and  that  the  crew  of  the  ship 
of  thirty-six  guns  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  able  seamen  and  midshipmen,  ninety  ordi- 
nary seamen,  two  sergeants,  two  corporau,  one 
drum,  one  fife,  and  forty  marines,  over  and  abore 
the  officers  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  respective  commissioned 
and  warrant  officers  he  as  follows:  a  captain,  ser- 
enty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  six  rations  per 
da^,  a  lieutenant,  forty  dolhirs  per  month,  and  tl^ 
rations  per  day;  a  lieutenant  of  marines,  thirty 
dollars  per. month,  and  two  rations  per  day;  a 
chaplain  fort^r  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations 
per  day ;  a  sailing-master  forty  dollars  per  month, 
and  two  rations  per  day  i  a  sui^on  fifty  dollars 
per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  surgeon's 
mate  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per 
day;  a  purser  forty  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  day  ;  a  boatswain  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  gunner  twen^^ 
ty  dollars  per  month,  ana  two  rations  per  day ;  a 
sailmaker  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  ra- 
ti ons  per  day;  a  carpenter  twenty  dollari  par 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sec.  6.  Andbeit  Jiirtker  enacted,  That  the  pay 
to  be  allowed  to  the  petty  officers,  midshipmen 
seamen,  midinaTy  selimen,  and  marines,  shali  be 
fixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  whole  sum  lo  be  given  for  the 
whole  pay  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  per  month,  and  that  each  of  the  said 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  one  ration  per  day. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the  ra> 
tionsballconsistof,  as  follows:  Sunday, one  pound 
of  bread,  one  pound  and  a  half  of  beef,  and  a  half 
pint  of  rice;  Monday,one  pound  of  bread,one  pound 
of  pork,  half  a  pint  of  peas  or  beans,  and  fotur 
ounces  of  cheese;  Tuesday,  one  pound  of  bread, 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  beef,  and  one  pound  of  po- 
tatoes, or  turnips,  and  pudding ;  Wedneeday,  one 
pound  of  twead,  two  ounces  of  butter,  or  in  lic« 

Digitized  by  Google 


3691 


APPENDIX. 


3692 


jlefo  of  Caa^rtn. 


thereof  six  oancea  of  molasses,  four  oxioces  of 
cheese,  and  half  a  pint  qf  rice;  Thursday,  one 
pound  of  bread,  one  {wand  of  pork,  and  half  a  pint 
of  peas  or  beans ;  Friday,  one  pound  of  bread,  one 
pound  of  salt  fish,  two  ounces  of  butter,  or  one  gill 
of  oil,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes  ;  Saturday,  one 
pound  of  bread,  one  pound  of  pork,  half  a  pint  of 
peas  or  beans,  and  four  ounces  of  cheese;  and 
there  shall  also  be  allowed  one  half  pint  of  dis- 
tilled spirits  per  day,  or  in  lieu  thereof  one  quart 
of  beer  per  day  to  each  ration. 

Seo.8.  And  he  U  further  emcitd^  That  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  for  the  regulation 
of  the  Nary  heretofore  established  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Novera- 
beri  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seTenty-five, 
as  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  by  such 
ri^es  and  articles  as  may  hereafter  be  established. 

Sec.  9.  Anri  he  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers  to  the  frigates  may  be 
made  by  the  President  alone  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate;  and  their  commissions,  if  so  appointed, 
shall  continue  in  force  till  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  can  be  had  thereupon  at  their  next 
meeting  which  may  happen  thereafter. 

Sfic.  10.  And  be  it  fuHker  enacted,  That  the 
seamen  and  marines  shall  not  be  engaged  to  serve 
on4»aard  the  frigates  for  a  period  exceeding  one 
year;  but  the  President  may  discharge  the  same 
sooner,  if  in  his  judgment  their  services  may  be 
dispensed  with. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enact&t^  That  if  any 
oficer,  non-commissioned  officer,  marine,  or  sea- 
man, belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  wounded  or  disabled  while  in  the  line  of 
his  duty  in  public  service,  he  shall  be  placed  on 
the  list  of  the  invalids  of  the  United  States,  at 
such  rate  of  pay,  and  under  such  regulations,  as 
shall  be  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States :  Provided  alwavB,  That  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed  for  such  wounds  or  disa- 
nilities  ro  a  commissioned  or  warrant  officer  shall 
never  exceed,  for  the  highest  disability,  half  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer  at  the  time  of  his  be- 
ing so  disabled  or  wounded;  and  that  the  rate  of 
compensation  to  non-commissioned  officers,  ma- 
riaes,  and  seamen,  shall  never  exceed  fire  dollars 
per  month :  And  provide  alto,  That  all  inferior 
otsalttlities  shall  entitle  the  person  so  disabled  to 
receire  an  allowance  proportitmate  to  the  highest 
disability. 

Bsc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Piesident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
hfj  fttrthorized,  if  circumstances  should  hereafter 
anse  which  in  his  opinion  may  render  it  expedi- 
ent to  increase  the  strength  of  the  several  revenue 
cutters,  so  that  the  number  of  men  employed  do 
no  not  exceed  thirty  marines  and  seamen  to  each 
cutter;  and  cause  the  said  revenue  cutters  to  be 
employed  to  defend  the  seacoast,  and  repel  any 
hostility  to  their  vessels  and  commerce,  within 
their  jurisdiction,  having  due  regard  to  the  duty 
of  the  said  catters  in  the  protection  of  the  revenue. 


Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
compensations  established  by  the  first  section  of 
the  act  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one  ihon- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  further  provision  relative  to  the  reve- 
nue cutters,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued 
and  confirmed,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
said  act,  to  the  mariners  and  marines  who  are  or 
may  be  employed  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  Ibrce  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

ApproTed,  ^ily  1, 1797. 


An  Act  to  ascertain  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  gf 
Congress,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heietolbre  ptsacd  ts 
that  purpose. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session,  the  next  meetineof  Congress  shall 
oe  on  the  second  Monday  of  November,  in  the 
present  year. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  faiker enacted,  Thattheact 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
Marchlast,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approvra,  July  1, 1797. 


An  Act  for  reviving  and  continuing  niita  and  fntm 
in  the  Cirenit  Court  fbr  the  District  afNortfi  Cm^ 
Itna. 

Whereas,  a  sufficient  qDorum  of  Judges  did  not 
attend  to  hold  the  Circnit  Court  for  the  Distriei 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  host* 
ness  in  June  term,  one  thousand  seven  hundied 
and  ninety-seven,  m  consequence  whereof  certain 
provisions  are  now  become  necessary  and  ezpedi- 
ent,  to  preyent  a  failure  of  justice  in  the  said  court: 

Be  U  therefore  enacted,  f  c..  That  it  shall  sod 
may  be  lawful  for  the  District  Judge  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  to  direct  the  clerk  of  the  said 
court  to  issue  such  process,  for  the  purpose  of 
causing  persons  to  be  summoned  to  serve  as  jury- 
men at  the  said  court,  at  the  term  to  commence 
the  thirtieth  day  of  November  next,  as  has  been  be- 
fore issued  by  the  clerk  of  the  said  court,  for  the 
like  purpose,  returnable  to  June  term,  one  thoa- 
sand  seven  nuodred  and  ninety-seven ;  that  the 
persons  ordered  by  the  said  process  to  be  sum- 
moned for  the  said  purpose  shall  be  ordered  to  be 
summoned  in  the  same  propordon,  and  from  the 
same  counties,  as  those  persons  who  were  ordered 
to  be  summoned  for  the  like  purpose,  by  process 
returnable  at  June  term,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven.  Provided,  That  if  it  shall 
appear  expedient  to  the  said  District  Judge  that 
a  different  time  of  notice  shall  be  prescribe  than 
that  hitherto  prescribed,  he  may  cause  such  other 
time  of  notice  to  be  directed  to  be  given  as  to  him 
shall  appear  most  conducive  to  justice,  and  coa- 
venient  to  the  persons  to  be  summoned.  And  the 
marshal  is  hereby  directed  to  execute  the  said  pro- 
cess so  to  be  issued ;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
legally  summoned  to  attend  as  jurymen,  in  coa* 
sequence  thereof,  are  hereby  required  to  attend 
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the  said  court  uoder  the  like  penalties  for  disobe- 
dience, as  if  toe  said  process  had  been  ordered  to 
be  issued  hy  the  said  court,  in  the  ordinary  method 
of  proceeding ;  and  the  luarshal  and  the  persons 
who  shall  attend  as  jtirymen,  in  virtue  of  the  said 
process,  so  to  be  issued,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like 
allowances  for  their  serrices,  respectively. 

Bgc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
suits  and  proceedioKs,  of  what  nature  or  kind  so- 
ever, which  have  been  commenced  in  the  said 
court,  and  not  finished,  shall  be  proceeded  on  at 
the  ensuing  terni,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the 
same  effect,  as  if  the  said  circuit  court  had  been 
regularly  held  for  the  purpose  of  business  in  June 
term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  and  continuances  had  been  regularly  enter- 
ed of  all  suits  and  proceedings  in  the  said  term  in 
which  they  were  depending,  in  the  usual  manner 
of  proceeding,  as  the  case.may  be. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  ficrlher  enacted,  That  all 
writs  and  other  process  sued  out  of  the  clerk's 
office  of  the  said  circuit  court,  according  to  the 
accustomed  method,  bearinff  test  in  November 
term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  or  June  term,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  of  the 
same  validity  and  effect  as  if  the  term  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
had  been  regularly  held  by  a  judge  or  judges  com- 
peteut  to  do  business,  and  continuances  in  respect 
to  suits  or  other  process  returnable  to  the  last  men- 
tioned term,  had  been  regularly  entered. 

Approved,  July  5, 1797. 


An  act  to  eontinne  in  tamt  to  the  end  of  the  next  Me- 
■on  certain  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  of  Umhed  dnra- 
tion. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  all  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  parts  of  laws  now  in  force,  and  which, 
by  the  terms  of  their  limitation,  will  expire  with 
the  end  of  this  session  of  Congress,  shad  be,  and 
hereby  are,  eoDtinued  in  force,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session. 

Approved,  July  5, 1797. 


An  Act  laying  daHeKmatampedveUum,  parchment,  and 
paper. 

Be  itenacted,^^  That,  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  next,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  throughout  the  United  States, 
the  teveral  stamp  duties  following,  to  wit:  For 
every  skin  or  piece  of  vellum,  or  parchment,  or 
sheet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  shall  be  writ- 
ten or  printed  any  or  either  of  the  instruments  or 
writings  following,  to  wit:  Any  certificate  of 
DaturaTization,  fire  dollars;  any  license  to  prac- 
tice or  certificate  of  admission,  enrollment  or  re- 
gistry of  any  counsellor,  solicitor,  attorney,  advo- 
cate, or  proctor,  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars;  any  grant  or  let- 
ters patent,  uoder  the  seal  or  aomonty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  except  for  lands  granted  for  military 
services,  four  dollars ;  any  exemplification  or  cer- 
tified copy  of  any  snch  grant  or  lettera  patent,  two 
ddlarsi  uty  charter  party,  bottomcy,  ot  respon- 


dentia bond,  one  dollar;  any  receipt  or  other  dis-- 
charge  for  or  on  account  of  any  legacy  left  by  any 
will  or  other  testamentary  instrument,  or  for  any 
share  or  part  of  a  personal  estate  divided  by  force 
of  any  statute  of  distributions,  the  amount  whereof 
shall  be  above  the  value  of  filly  dollars,  and  shall 
not  exceed  the  value  of  one  himdred  dollars, 
twenty-five  cents ;  where  the  amount  thereof  shall 
exceed  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall 
not  exceed  fire  liundred  dollars,  fifty  cents ;  and 
for  every  further  sum  of  five  hundred  dolla^r&^the 
additional  sum  of  one  dollar;  any  policy  of  in-  - 
surance  or  instrument  in  nature  thereof,  whereby 
any  ships,  vessels,  or  goods  going  from  one  dis' 
trict  to  another  in  the  United  Slates,  or  fromi  the 
United  Slates  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  be-^ 
insured,  to  wit:  if  going  from  one  district  to  an- 
other in  the  United  States,  twenty-five  cents  >  t£' 
going  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  porr 
or  pface,  when  the  sum  for  which  insurance 
made  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  twenty- 
five  cents ;  and  when  the  sum  insured  shall  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars,  one  dollar ;  any  exem- 
plification, of  what  nature  soever,  that  shall  pass 
the  seal  of  any  court,  other  than  such  as  it  may 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  such  court  to  furnish 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  some  particu- 
lar State,  fifty  cents;  any  bonds,  bUls,  smgle  or 
penal,  foreign  or  inland  bill  of  exchange,  promis- 
sory note,  or  other  note  for  the  security  of  money, 
according  to  the  following  scale,  viz :  on  all  bonds, 
bills,  single  or  peoal,  foreign  or  inland  bill  of  ex- 
change, promissory  note,  or  other  note,  above  twen- 
ty dollars,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars, 
ten  cents ;  above  one  hundred  dollars,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  cents ; 
above  five  hundred  dollars,  and  nut  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  fifty  cents;  above  one  thousand 
dollars,  seventy-five  cents;  Provided,  That  if  any 
bonds  or  notes  shall  be  payable  at  or  within  sixty 
days,  such  bonds  or  notes  shall  be  subject  to  only 
two-fifth  parts  at  the  duty  aforesaid:  And  pro- 
vided. That  notes  issued  by  any  of  the  banks  now 
established,  or  wliich  hereafter  may  be  established 
within  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  a  duty 
according  to  the  following  scale,  viz :  On  all  notes 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  three- 
fifths  of  a  cent  for  every  dollar ;  above  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  &(tY 
cenVi ;  above  one  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  dollars,  one  dollar;  above  five 
hundred  dollars,  two  dollars;  any  protest,  or  other 
notarial  act,  twenty-five  cents ;  any  letter  of  at- 
torney, except  for  invalid  pensions,  or  to  obtain 
or  sell  warrants  for  land  granted  by  the  United 
States  as  bounty  for  military  services  performed 
in  the  late  war  twenty-five  cents;  any  certificate 
or  debenture  for  drawback  of  customs  or  duties 
for  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  one  dollar;  any 
certificate  or  debenture  for  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  two  dol- 
lars; and  on  every  certificate  or  deboiture  for 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  three  dollars; 
any  note  or  bill  of  lading  for  any  goodx  or  mer- 
chandise to  be  exported,  if  from  one  district  to 
another  district  of  the  United  States,  not  being  in 
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the  same  State,  tea  cents ;  if  to  be  exported  to 
any  foreign  pen  or  place,  twenty-fire  cents;  any 
invpntory  or  catalogue  of  any  furniture,  goods,  or 
effects,  made  in  any  case  required  by  law,  (except 
in  casfs  of  goods  and  chattels  distrained  for  rent 
or  taxes,  and  goods  taken  in  virtue  of  any  legal 
process  by  any  officer,)  fifty  cenls  ;  any  certificate 
of  a  share  in  any  insurance  company,  or  any  cer- 
tificate of  a  share  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State,  or  other  bank,  above 
twenty  dollars,  and  nut  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  ten  cents ;  above  one  hundred  dollars, 
twenty-fire  cents  j  and  for  any  certificate  for  erery 
•ach  share  under  twenty  dollars,  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  for  one  hundred  dollars;  and  the  same 
for  any  less  sum  of  the  amount  of  the  shares  ex- 
pressed in  such  certificate:  Provided,  That  co- 
thing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  charge 
with  a  duty  any  legacy  left  by  any  wilt  or  other 
testamentary  instrument,  or  any  share  or  part  of 
«  personal  estate,  to  be  divided  by  force  of  any 
statute  of  distribution  which  shall  be  left  to,  or 
divided  amongst,  the  wife,  children,  or  grand - 
children  of  the  person  deceased  intestate,  or  mak- 
ing such  will  or  testamentary  instrument,  or  any 
recognizance,  bill,  bond,  or  other  obligation  or 
contract,  which  shall  be  made  to,  or  with  the 
United  States,  or  any  State,  or  for  their  use  re- 
ipectirely. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  in  re- 
wptet  to  any  stamp  on  any  of  the  notes  of  the 
tanks  now  established,  or  which  hereafter  may 
be  established  within  the  United  States,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
agree  to  an  annutU  cnnposiiton  for  the  amount  of 
taeh  stamp  duty,  with  any  of  the  said  banks,  of 
one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual  di- 
vidend made  by  such  banks  to  their  stockholders 
respectively. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  That  all  deeds 
and  writings  whatsoever,  for  the  payment  of  any 
vam  of  money,  upon  the  contingency  of  the  loss 
of  any  ship,  or  goods,  laden  or  to  be  laden  on 
board  of  any  ship,  or  of  damage  thereto,  shall  be 
construed  and  adjudged  to  be  policies  of  assurance, 
within  this  act  chargeable  with  the  seTeral  rates 
flf  duty  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  4,  And  be  it  Jwihtr  enacted,  That  when 
any  vessel,  or  any  goods  or  merchandise,  laden  or 
to  be  laden  on  board  of  any  vessel,  shall  be  in- 
rared,  a  policy,  duly  stamped,  shall  be  issued  or 
made  out  within  the  space  of  three  days  at  fur- 
thest ;  and  the  insurer  or  insurers  neglecting  to 
make  out  such  policy  or  policies,  within  the  time 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
for  every  such  neglect  or  offence ;  and  all  promis- 
sory notes,  or  other  security  made  for  assurance 
or  insurances  of  ships,  goods,  or  merebandise,  at 
sea,  or  goin^  to  sea,  in  lieu  of  a  policy,  are  hereby 
declared  void. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
deed,  instrument,  note,  memorandum,  letters,  or 
odkor  writing,  between  the  captain  or  master,  or 
owner  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  and  any  merchant, 
trader,  or  other  ^rson,  in  respect  to  the  hire  or 
Irei^t  of  such  nip  or  vessel,  for  otHiTeyaneB  of 


any  money,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  effects, 
laden  or  to  be  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  a  charter- 
party. 

Sec.  6.  And  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
receipt  for  any  sura  of  raoney  paid  in  whole  or  io 
part  of  any  legacy  or  share  of  personal  estate, 
distributed  as  afore.'^id,  in  the  cases  in  which  a 
duty  is  hereby  charged,  shall  express  therein  the 
true  fium  which  shall  have  been  so  paid;  in  de- 
fault of  which,  as  well  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  the  same  shall  hare  Seen  paid,  as  the  per- 
son or  persons  by  whom  the  same  shall  hare  been 
received,  shall  severally  forfeit  and  {lay  the  sum 
of  twenty  dollars:  Andevery  receipt  in  fall  dall 
be  deemed,  for  the  purpose  of  chaining  the  duties 
hereby  laid,  to  be  for  the  entire  »um  of  such  legacy 
or  share  of  personal  estate,  unless  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  that  all  such<part  thereof  as  may  not  be 
expressed  in  such  receipt  in  full,  was,  previous 
thereto,  paid,  and  upon  a  receipt  or  receipts,  duly 
marked  or  stamped,  according  to  the  directions  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
counsellor,  solicitor,  attorney,  proctor,  or  advo- 
cate, who  hath  been  or  shall  be  admitted,  enrolled, 
or  registered,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
before  he  shall,  at  any  time  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  next,  prosecute,  carry  oo. 
or  defend  any  action,  suit,  or  proceeding,  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  shall  take  out  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  admission,  enrollment,  or  registry, 
from  the  clerk  or  prothonotary  of  the  court  grant- 
ing such  admission;  which  certificate  shall  be 
written  on  a  piece  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  jiaper, 
stamped  according  to  the  directions  of  tbuact; 
and  such  clerk  or  prothonotary  shall  make  entry 
of  such  admission,  enrollment,  or  registry,  in  a 
book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  which 
any  person  may,  at  reasonable  times,  have  access, 
without  fee  or  reward :  for  which  certificate  and 
entry,  there  shall  be  paid  to  such  clerk  or  pro- 
thonotary, by  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue  for 
the  district  wherein  such  court  sluUl  be  held,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Sec.  8.  Aim  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  re- 
ceiving a  certificate  as  aforesaid  in  any  one  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States^  for  any  one  <tf  the 
said  offices,  shall  be  a  sufficient  admission  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  same,  for  that  or  any  other  o(  the 
said  offices,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act;  anythin^g  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fyrther  enacted,  That  the 
several  duties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied,  ct^lected, 
received,  and  accounted  for,  by  and  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  and  management  of  the  super- 
visors and  inspectors  of  the  revenue,  and  other 
officers  of  inspection,  subject  to  the  superintrad* 
ence,  control,  and  direction,  of  the  Treasnry  De- 
partment, according  to  the  respective  aathoritics 
and  duties  of  the  officers  thereof. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  fitrlMer  enacted,  That  it  shaU 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo 
cause  to  be  provided  so  many  marks  and  stunps 
differing  from  each  other  as  snail  owrespond  with 
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the  several  rates  of  duty  aforesaid ;  that  is  to  say. 
one  mark  or  stamp  for  each  distinct  rate  of  doty  ; 
with-which  marks  and  stamps  respectirely  shall 
be  marked  or  stamped  all  vellum,  parchment,  or  pa- 
per, opoD  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  all  or 
any  of  the  several  instruments,  writings,  matters 
and  things  hereinbefore  enumerated  and  charged, 
according  to  the  nature  and  descriptioa  of  each  of 
the  said  instruments,  writings,  matters  and  things 
as  are  hereinbefore  specified  and  described  ;  which 
said  serenl  marks  and  stamps  shall  be  notified  by 
a  public  notification,  or  advertisement,  to  be  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  inserted  in 
at  least  one  newspaper  printed  in  each  State,  and 
in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for 
not  less  than  three  months  before  the  5tBid  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  next,  to  the  end  that  all  per- 
sons may  have  due  notice  tnereot ;  and  which  said 
marks  and  stamps,  or  any  of  them,  shall  or  may 
be  altered  or  renewed  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  think  fit,  so 
as  like  public  notification  thereof  be  made,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  three  month^  before  such  new 
stamps  or  marks  shall  begin  to  be  used. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  ftoiher  enacted^  That  the 
snpervisors  of  the  revenue  are  hereby  empowered 
and  required  forthwith,  upon  demand  to  them  or 
any  of  them,  made  by  znf  person  or  persons,  to 
stamp  or  mark  any  qaantities  or  parcels  of  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  (he  or  they  paying  to  the 
supervisors  of  the  revenue,  respectively,  the  respec- 
tive duties  hereby  directed  to  oe  paid  for  the  same, 
to  stamp  and  mark  the  same  accordingly,)  without 
any  other  fee  or  reward ;  which  stamp  or  mark 
shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  several  and 
respective  duties  hereby  granted  upon  the  said 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  which  shall  be  so 
stamped  or  marked. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it Jitrther  enacted,  Thatifanv 
supervisor  of  the  revenue  shall  fix  any  such  mark 
or  stamp  to  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  upon 
such  request  or  demand  as  aforesaid,  before  the 
several  and  respective  duties  thereupon  charged 
by  this  act  shall  be  duly  answered  and  paid,  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  his  office,  together  with  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to 
be  written  or  printed,  upon  any  unstamped  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  (with  intent  fraudulently  to 
evade  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  any  of  the 
matters  and  things,  for  which  the  said  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  is  hereby  charged  to  pay  any 
duty,)  or  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to  be  written 
or  printed,  any  matter  or  thing,  upon  any  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  that  s^ll  be  marked  or 
Btatnped  for  any  lower  duty  than  the  duty  bv  this 
•et  ^yable,  such  person  so  offending  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars ;  and  in  case  aov  clerk,  officer,  or  person, 
who,  in  respect  of  any  puolic  office  or  employment, 
is  or  shall  be  authorized  or  instructed  to  make, 
write,  or  print,  any  deeds,  instruments,  or  writings, 
Iqr  this  act  charged  to  pay  a  duty,  as  aforesaid, 
snail  be  guilty  ofaoy  fnod,  or  practioe,  to  defraud 


or  deprive  the  United  Stales  of  any  duty  by  this 
act  payable,  by  making,  writing,  or  printing,  any 
such  deed,  instrument,  or  writing,  or  causing  the 
same  to  be  made,  written,  or  printed,  upon  vetium, 
parchment,  or  paper,  not  marked  or  stamped  ac- 
cording to  this  act,  (or  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  marked  or  stamped  with  any  mark  or  stamp 
wnieh  he  shall  know  to  be  counterfeited,)  or  by 
writing  or  printing  any  such  deed,  instrument,  oi 
other  writing,  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
that  shall  be  marked  or  stamped  for  a  lower  duty 
as  aforesaid,  every  such  clerk,  officer,  or  person,  ao 
guilty,  and  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall, 
instead  of  the  penalty  aforeitaid,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars;  and  if  an  umcer 
of  the  United  States  shall,  in  addition  thereto,  for- 
feit his  office  and  be  disabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  the 
same  for  the  IViture;  and  if  any  deed,  instrument, 
or  writing  whatsoever,  by  this  act  charged  with 
the  paymepl  of  a  duty,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  be  written 
or  printed,  by  any  person  or  persons  wnomsoever, 
upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  not  marked  or 
stamped  according  to  this  act,  or  upon  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  marked  or  stamped  for  a 
lower  duty  than  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the  same, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  there  shall  be  paid 
to  the  United  States,  for  their  use,  over  and  above 
the  duty  herein  before  charged  thereupon^  for 
stamping  every  such  deed,  instrument,  or  writing, 
the  sum  often  dollars;  and  no  such  deed,  instru- 
ment, or  writing,  shall  be  pleaded  or  given  in  evi- 
dence in  any  court,  or  admitted  in  any  court  to  be 
available  in  law  or  equity,  until  it  shall  be  stamped 
as  aforesaid.  And  the  supervisors,  respectively,  are 
hereby  enjoined  and  required,  upon  payment  or 
tender  of  the  said  duty  and  sum  often  dollars  unto 
any  of  them,  to  mark  or  stamp  the  said  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  with  the  mark  or  stamp  that 
shall  be  proper  for  such  deed,  instrument,  or  writ- 
ingi  respectively;  and  if  any  perscm  or  persons 
whatsoever  shall  counterfeit  or  forge  any  stajiw 
or  mark,  to  resemble  any  stamp  or  mark  which 
shall  be  provided  or  made  in  punuance  of  this  aet, 
or  shall  counterfeit  or  resemble  the  impression  of 
the  same  upon  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  p^[ter, 
thereby  to  defraud  the  United  States  of  any  or  Ihe 
duties  hereby  granted,  or  shall  utter,  vend,  or  sell, 
any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  with  such  coun- 
terfeit marV  or  impression  thereupon,  knowing 
such  mark  or  impression  to  be  counterfeited;  or 
shall  privately  or  fraudulently  use  any  stamp  or 
mark  directed  or  allowed  to  be  used  by  this  act,  in 
relation  to  the  duties  hereby  laid,  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  United  States  ofaoy  of  the  said  duties, 
then  every  such  persoo  so  offending,  being  thereof 
convicted  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  m  jod^  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  aod  be  subject  to  be  fined  in 
any  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  ftoiher  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  no  bank 
now  established,  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  estab- 
lished, which  shall  not  have  compounded  for  the 
duty  hereby  teqaired,  tdiaU  issue  any  bank  bill  or 
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promissory  note,  unless  upoo  paper  duly  fttamped' 
aod  whereoD  the  respecti re  duties  sball  have  been 
paid }  and  if  (he  officer  of  any  such  bank,  or  any 
persoa  or  persons  employed  therein,  shall  thereafter 
wue  any  bill  or  note,  oot  duly  stamped  as  aforesaid, 
he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  bill  or  note  so  issued. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  who  shall  be  employed  for  Uie  markioe  or 
ttampinfi^  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  as  a^re- 
said,  DCKire  bis  acting  io  the  marking  or  stamping 
of  the  said  vellnm,  parchment,  or  paper,  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  I  [insert  here 
the  name  of  the  person]  do  solemnly  swear  [or  af- 
firm, as  the  case  mav  m]  that  I  will,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  skill,  faithfully,  hon- 
estly, and  carefully  execute  (he  (rust  reposed  io 
me,  and  will  truly  mark  or  stamp  all  vellum,  parch- 
ment, or  paper,  which  I  shall  be  required  or  directed 
to  mark  or  stamp,  and  will  render  a  (rue  and  exact 
account  thereof  to  the  proper  officer  or  officers, 
and  will  faithfully  account  lor  all  moneys  which  I 
shall  receive  therefor." 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
■aid  superrioors  of  the  revenue,  officerv,  aod  other 
persons  to  be  employed  by  them,  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  for  the  belter  execution  of  their  sererat 
duties  and  trusts,  observe  and  execute  such  direc- 
tions as  they  respectively  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  from  the  Department  of  the  Treasury ; 
which  Department  shall  take  care  that  the  several 
rts  of  the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
sufficiently  furnished  with  vellum,  parchment^ 
and  paper,  stamped  or  marked  as  aforesaid,  so  that 
the  citizens  thereof,  may  have  it  in  their  election 
to  buy  the  same  of  the  officers  or  persons  to  be 
employed  in  and  about  the  execution  o\  this  act, 
at  tne  usual  or  most  common  rates  above  the  said 
duty,  or  to  bring  their  own  vellum,  parchmeiU,  or 
paMr,  to  be  marked  or  stamped  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  often 
as  any  alteration  or  renewal  shall  be  made  of 
or  in  the  mark  or  stamps  before  in  use,  or  any  of 
them,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  who  shall, 
at  that  time,  have  in  their  custody  or  possession 
any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  markea  with  any 
mark  or  stamp  which  shall  be  so  altered  or  renewed, 
tDd  upon  which  any  of  the  matters  or  things  hereby 
charged  shall  not  have  been  written  or  printed,  at 
any  time  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  aller  the 
intention  of  renewing  or  altering  shall  be  notified 
as  aforesaid,  to  bring  or  send  such  vellum,  parch- 
ment, or  paper^  unto  some  office  of  inspection ;  and 
the  officer  of  inspection,  to  whom  they  shall  be 
brought  or  sent,  is  hereby  required  to  deliver,  or 
cause  to  be  delivered,  unto  the  several  persons  who 
shall  so  bring  and  deliver  any  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  the  like  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,and  as  good  io  quality,  stamped 
with  such  new  stamp  or  mark,  without  demanding 
or  taking,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  same,  any 
money  or  other  consideration  whatsoever.  And 
in  case  any  person  shall  neglect  or  reftue,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  to  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought 
and  delivered  unto  some  ^oer  of  inspection  any  ' 
lucb  vellniD,  parehment  or  paper,  tne  same  » 


hereby  declared  to  be  of  no  other  effect  or  use  thaa 
if  it  had  never  been  marked  or  stamped  ;  and  all 
matters  and  things  which  shall,  after  that  time,  be 
written  or  printed  thereon,  sball  be  of  no  other 
effect  than  if  they  had  been  written  or  printed  oa 
veUuHi,parchment,or  paper.not  marked  orsumped. 
And  aU  persons  who  sbalt  write  or  print  any  of 
the  matters  or  things  hereby  charged^  on  sneh  jA- 
lum,  parchment  or  paper,  after  thesaid  tinw,  shall  I 
forfeit  and^  suffer  as  herein  before  is  enacted  for 
persons  writing  or  printing  on  vellum,  parchment, 
or  paper,  not  marked  or  stamped. 

Sec.  le.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  Thatalland 
every  the  officer  and  officers  who  shall  be  coo- 
ceroed  in  the  levying,  collecting,  and  receiving,  the  | 
duties  arising  by  this  act.  sball  keep  a  separate  and  j 
distinct  account  thereof,  and  shall  pay  or  remit  the 
same,  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  it  shall  be  le* 
ceived,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  ! 
to  cause  such  sum  and  sums  of  muney  to  be  ex-  I 
pended  and  paid,  from  time  to  time,  for  salaries  I 
compensations,  and  other  incidental  ebaiges,  as 
shall  be  necessary  in  and  for  the  receiving,  ctdleel- 
ing,  levring,  or  managing,  of  the  said  dutie^  « 
as  that  the  whole  amonnt  thereof  shall  not  exceed  j 
five  per  centum  of  the  gross  total  product  of  the  | 
said  duties.  | 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it further  enacted,  That  all  fitter 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  he  incurred  ' 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  sball  be  sued  for  and  recov-  ! 
ered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
supervisor  of  the  revenue,  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  sball  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill  or  information,  in  any  Cir- 
cuit or  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  or  ia 
any  court  of  either  of  the  said  States;  one  half  ' 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  persons  who,  if  an  officer 
of  inspection,  shall  first  discover;  if  other  than  aa 
officer  of  inspection,  shall  first  inform,  of  the  cause 
whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  sbaU 
have  been  incurred,  (except  in  the  cases  in  which 
a  different  disposition  thereof  may  have  beea 
herein  before  made,)  and  the  other  half  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  andbe  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  five  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  eni 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  6, 1797. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  fbrce,  fbr  a  Knnled 
tim^  an  act  entiOed  "  An  act  authorinng  the  traMfer 
of  atock  standing  to  th«  credit  of  oertam  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  several  provisions  at 
the  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  anthuixing  the  transfer 
ofthe  stock  standing  to  the  ereditof  certain  States," 
passed  the  second  day  of  January,  one  thonsand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five^  be  and  they  aie 
hereby  revived  and  eontinned  in  force  ontu  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  bandied 
and  ninety-nine,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  July  6, 1797. 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  the  law  of  IIm  United  Statee, 
eonceniing  Oonank  and  Vice  Conmla. 

Be  it  tnacted,  That  in  case  it  bt*  foand  ne- 
cessarr  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  a 
Consul  be  appointed  to  reside  at  Algiers,  the  Pres- 
ident be  authorized  to  allow  him  an  annual  salar jr, 
not  exceedine  four  thousand  dollars. 

Approred,  July  6, 1797. 

An  Act  for  allowing  full  mileage  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  KepreeentatiTea  of  the  Unitea 
Sutes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  at  the  present  eztraor- 
dinarj  meeting  aud  session  of  Congress,  the  re- 
spective members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  full 
allowance  of  mileage,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not 
withstanding. 

Approved,  July  6, 1797. 

An  Act  laying  an  additional  du^  on  salt  imported  into 
the  United  Statee,  and  m  other  pntpoaes. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected  and  paid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the 
United  States,  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Uoited 
States,  in  addition  to  tne  duty  of  twelve  cents  now 
payable  by  law, eight  cents  per  bushel;  and  on 
all  salt  which,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States, 
ia  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
like  additional  duty  of  eight  cents,  and  ten  per  ceat- 
Um  thereon. 

Sec.2.  Andbeitjurther enacted,  Thatalldraw- 
backs  and  allowances  now  authorized  by  law,  in 
relation  to  the  existing  duty  on  salt  imported  into 
the  United  States,shali  apply  to  the  additional  duty 
laid  by  this  act ;  and  that,  m  addition  thereto,  there 
shall  be  allbwed  and  paid  upon  provisions  salted 
within  the  United  States,  except  upon  dried  fish, 
upon  the  e^mrtation  thereof  to  Bi»r  foreign  port 
ot  place  as  follows,  viz:  on  pickled  ^h  at  tne  rate 
of  twelve  cents  per  barrel,  and  on  other  provisions 
at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  barrel ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next  there  shall  be  an 
addition  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  centum  to 
the  allowaoces  now  respectively  granted  to  ship 
or  vessels  employed  in  tae  bank  or  other  cod-fish- 
eries, and  in  the  terms  provided  by  an  act  entitled 
"an  act  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the  United 
States  and  for  (he  regulation  and  government  of 
the  fishermen  employed  therein,**  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  said  act. 

Sec.  3.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  tonnace  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels," shall  extend  to  and  be  in  full  forve  for  the 
collection  of  the  additional  duty  laid  by  this  act, 
and  generally  for  the  execution  thereof,  as  fully  and 
effectually,  as  if  every  regulation,  restriction,  pen- 
alty, provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein 
contamed  had  been  herein  inserted  and  re-enacted. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  fwiher  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  raree  for  two  years,  and  from 


thence  uoto  the  end  of  the  ikezt  session  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

Approred  July  8, 1797. 

An  Act  aulhoriung  a  loan  of  money. 

Beit  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Presidentof  the  Uoi- 
ted Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  creditof  the  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
reimburseable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States, 
or  at  such  period  as  may  be  stipulated  by  contract, 
not  exceeding  five  years  from  the  time  of  obtain- 
ing the  loan,  to  be  applied  to  such  public  purposea 
as  are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law,  and  to  be  re- 
paid out  of  the  revenues  accruing  to  the  end  of  the 
present  year  and  such  fiirther  revenues  as  have 
been,  or  may  be  provided  durinz  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend  the  said  sum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  in  case 
the  existing  revenues  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  such  further  revenues  as  have  been,  or 
may  be  provided,  during  the  present  session,  shall 
be  msumcient  to  discharge  and  reimburse  the  said 
loan,  the  faith  of  the  Uoited  States  is  hereby 
pledged  to  make  such  further  provision  therefor 
as  may  be  necessary. 

Approved,  July  8, 1797. 


An  Act  making  additional  appnpriatioiu  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  sad  ninety-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  if  c,  That,  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
civil  list;  for  the  support  of  light-nouses;  for  the 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse ;  for  certain  expen- 
ses in  relation  to  the  military  and  naval  establish- 
ments; and  to  satisfy  certain  miscellaneous  de- 
mands; the  following  sums  be  respectively  appro- 
priated, that  is  to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  oi  Representa- 
tives, their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a 
session  of  two  months,  seventy-seven  tfaonaand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  cents. 

For  the  expenses  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing work,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  six  thousand  five  him- 
dred  dollars. 

For  printing  the  laws  of  the  present  sesssion, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  making  good  the  allowance  to  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  Department  of  State,  agreeably  to 
law,  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  doUars  and  seven- 
ty cents. 

For  the  salary  of  an  additional  clerk  in  the 
Department  of  State,  to  perform  the  duties  of  an 
accountant,  and  when  not  so  employed,  to  do  the 
ordinary  services  of  a  clerk,  eight  hundred  doUaiv. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  htmdred  and 
ninety-seven,  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
authorized  by  law,  sixty  thousand  five  hnndced 
dollars. 
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V't  MnYtasf  aojr  MdfMmctr*  i&cid«»ul  to  the 
iuU^TK'jtiri*: 'A  lUt  L'uiLed  HiaUs  wiu  U»e  )I«1ji«t- 
ratMtao  Pow«rt.  to  l>v  appJi«d  uuttr  tbe  djrecuob 
of  tb«  Pf*tnl»'Ot  of  the  Cutted  8ux*».  aod  ae^ord- 
iof  I»  tii*  dtxretioo.  a  hiui  aot  exe««<ii&^  tony- 
Are  Ib'yutaod  d'^llar*. 

P</r  tl:»«  «alan«»  of  two  cxiia  clerks  in  the  ofice 
of  tbe  a«eouataat  of  the  War  Deparuneot.  «^t 
fcandf  ed  doUan. 

For  eompUftiof  and  eqnippim  thefrigaies  Uai- 
led  Mtal#«.  Coofiiiatioo,  and  CmutcrllatiMi,  two 
kttadred  tlioaMnd  dtdlan. 

For  the  fiajr  aod  mbrislcoee  of  die  offieen  and 
erearfl  of  the  mid  frigate*,  one  huadred  tboojand 
dollara. 

For  the  extra  npeDif  aatborized  hj  law,  doriop 
the  present  fPwioD  id  relation  to  the  rercaae  col- 
ters, ten  thou»aad  dotlam. 

For  the  repairs  and  fabrieatiooof  armsand  can- 
non carriages,  thirtv-aine  tbotuaod  dollart. 

For  completing  the  six  moathi*  par,  and  sabtist- 
enee  of  the  officers  discharged  nodcr  the  act  of 
the  third  ol  March,  one  thoosand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-sercD,  two  tboosand  five  hundred  aod 
et^ty  dollars. 

For  the  hospital  department,  fire  thooMod  dol- 
Un. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  arising  from  the 


baiasee  of  moacys  of  raciovs  approfnatkms  beiif 

earned  to  the  credil  of  ike  ~  msfiat  fud."  ia  pvr- 
MiaiKe  of  the  flxiecsth  secdoa  of  the  act  pasied 
ik<e  lliird  of  3daicb.oae  tboosand  seres  hiwdicd 
and  ninetj-fire,  riz:  for  eiectiAg  a  li^i-honse  oa 
ihe  beadlaad  of  Cape  Hatteras.  and  a  lifted  be*- 
coo  oo  Bnell  Csi^tle  bland,  in  tlic  harbor  of  Oca- 
cock,  in  the  State  of  XorUi  Canidiaa,  Aifty^iar 
tboosand  dollars. 

For  eaabtiog  a  mniitance  to  the  coMmiaaionen 
of  the  Duch  loans  ai  Amsterdam,  in  payment  fa 
a  qnaotiiy  of  aalipeire.  aercBteea  thoosand  and 
tUrty-one  doUars,  aod  ogfaty-ame  e»is. 

For  repaying  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States  a 
SOB  adraoced  npon  certain  Treasofir  bills,  drawn 
npon  eollec  tors  of  the  rerenne  of  the  United  SiaieL 
in  North  Carotioa,  fire  thovannd  one  bnodred  ana 
fifty  dollars. 
For  the  payment  of  the  commissioneT  of  loaai, 

'  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  on  account  of  two 

'  clerks  who  were  employed  in  the  year  one  choocuU 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-six.  fifty^our  doUan. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  emacttd,  That  the 
sereral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  surplos  of  rereane 

'  and  income  beyoud  the  ap^opriations  heretofore 
charged  ifaereoa.  to  the  end  en  the  present  yeai. 

!    Approved,  July  10, 1797. 


ACTS  OF  THE  SECOND  SESSI 

An  Act  to  postpone  for  a  limited  time  the  commence- 
ment of  Hte  Duties  Imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  laying  duties  on  stamped  Tellum,  parchment,  and 
paper." 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  so  much  of  the  act. 
entitled  an  "An  act  laying  duties  on  stamped 
vellum^  pardhment,  aod  paper,"  as  directs  that  the 
duties  imposed  by  that  act  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid  '^from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  or  December  next,"  shall  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed;  and  that  the  duties  aforesaid 
shall  be  ievli>d,  collected,  and  paid,  from  and  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  and  not  soouer;  to 
which  laitt-meationed  day,  all  notices,  certificates, 
and  othrr  matters  or  things,  directed  by  the  said 
act.  and  having  respect  to  the  commencement  or 
ooltection  of  the  said  duties,  or  any  of  them  shall 
relate. 

Approved,  December  15, 1797. 


An  Act  making  eertain  partial  appropriations  Jbr  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  andnbiety-eight. 

Bt  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  sura  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by if,  appropriated  towards  deirayiug  the  expenses 
during  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Indian 
Departments,  of  the  defensive  protection  of  the 
fVontiers,  of  bountieti,  and  of  the  contingent  chains 
of  the  War  Deparlmeot;  and  a  like  sum  towards 
dcnaying  the  expenses,  during  the  said  year,  of 


►N  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  non-commissioaed  ! 
officers  and  privates  of  the  Army  of  the  United  i 

States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  I 
sum  of  fifty-two  thousand  dollars  be.  aod  the  same  I 
hereby  is,  appropriatpd  for  paying  and  discharg-  j 
ing  such  awards  as  have  been  or  may  be  mue 
pursuant  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  favor  of  Britisk 
subjects,  whose  property  has  been  captured  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  by  reasds 
armed  or  fitted  out  therein. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  the 
aforesaid  sums  shall  foe  paid  and  discharged  oot 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  15, 1798. 

An  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  ia 
cases  of  contested  elections  for  Members  of  the  Hoaee 
of  RepreeentatiTes  of  the  United  States,  and  to  eoan- 
pel  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  where  any  person, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  intend 
to  contest  an  election  for  any  member  or  memben 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Umtei 
States,  or  to  support  anv  such  election  so  intended 
to  be  contested,  and  shall  be  desirous  of  obteini^ 
testimony  respectiog  such  election,  it  shall  be  Inw^ 
ful  for  such  person  to  make  amticaticm  to  any 
judge  of  the  Couru  of  the  United  Sutcs,  or  to 
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any  chancellor,  jiuiice,  or  judge,  of  a  superior  or 
county  court,  or  court  of  commou  pleas,  of  any 
Bute,  or  to  any  mayor,  recorder,  or  lotendant,  of 
a  town  or  city,  who  shall  thereupoo  issue  his  war- 
rant or  sammons,  directed  to  all  such  witnesses  as 
shall  be  Darned  to  him  hy  such  applicant,  or  bis 
agent  duly  authorized  for  that  purpuse,  and  re- 
qairing  the  attendance  of  such  witne^ises  before 
aim,  at  some  coDTenieot  time  and  place,  to  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  warrant,  in  order  to  be  then  and 
there  examined,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provi- 
ded, touching  the  subject-matter  of  the  aforesaid 
application. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  every 
such  witness,  as  is  aoove  mentioned,  shall  be  duly 
served  with  such  warrant,  by  a  copy  thereof  being 
delivered  to  him,  or  her,  or  left  at  his  or  her  usual 
plaeeofabode;  and  that  such  service  shall  be  made 
a  eonrenient  time  before  the  day  on  which  the 
attendance  of  such  witness  is  required,  which 
time  the  magistrate  issuing  the  warrant  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  fix,  for  each  witness, 
at  die  time  of  issuing  it,  having  respect  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  such  witness,  and  the  distance  of 
his  or  her  residence  from  the  place  of  attendance. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  being  summoaed  in  the  manner  above  di- 
rected, and  refusing  or  nqjlecting  to  attend  pur- 
suant to  such  summons,  unless  in  case  of  sickness 
or  other  unavoidable  accident,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  with 
costs  of  suit,  by  the  party  at  whose  instance  the 
wsrrant  of  summons  was  issued,  and  for  his  use, 
by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  or  before  any  other 
tnbuiml  of  the  United  States,  or  any  Stale,  having 
jurisdiction  to  the  amount  of  such  penalihr* 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  furOur  enaOed,  That  the 
magistrate  issuing  the  aforesaid  warrant  of  sum- 
mons, shall,  at  the  time  of  issuing  it,  canse  to 
be  made  out,  under  his  hand,  and  delivered  to 
the  said  applicant,  or  his  agent  authorized  as 
aforesaid,  a  notification  directed  to  the  opposite 
party,  stating  the  time  and  object  of  the  aforesaid 
application,  the  nime  of  the  applicant,  and  the 
time  and  place  fixed  for  the  examination  of  the 
witnesses ;  which  notification  the  said  applicant, 
or  his  agent  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  to  be  served 
OQ  the  said  opposite  party,  by  delivering  to  him, 
or  leaving  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  a  copy 
thereof,  a  convenient  time  before  the  day  fixed  for 
the  aforesaid  trxamination ;  which  time  the  magis- 
trate granting  the  said  notification  shall  fix^  at  the 
time  of  granting  it,  having  re.<cpect  to  the  diiitance 
of  the  said  party's  place  of  residence  from  that 
appointed  for  the  examination ;  which  examina- 
tion shall  not  be  proceeded  in,  unless  proof  be  made, 
by  affidavit  in  writing,  of  the  due  service  of  such 
notification,  or  unless  the  party  on  whom  such 
service  is  hereby  directed  to  be  made^  shall  attend 
at  the  lime  and  plaoe  alOTesaid,  by  himself  or  bis 
agent  duly  anthorized,  and  consent  to  the  said 
examination  ;  which  consent  shall  be  certified  by 
the  magistrate. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  furtJuT  enacted,  That  all  wit- 
nesses who  shall  attendj  pursuant  to  the  said  sum- 
mons, utd  all  other  witnesses  who  shall  be  pro- 
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dnced  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  by  either  of 
the  parties,  or  their  or  either  of  their  agents  duly 
authorized,  shall  then  and  there  be  examined  on 
oath  or  affirmation,  by  the  magiiitrate  who  issued 
the  warrant  of  summons  aforesaid,  or,  in  case  of 
his  absence,  by  any  other  such  magistrate  as  k 
authorized  by  this  act  to  issue  such  warrant,  touch- 
ing all  such  matters  and  things  respecting  the 
election  about  to  be  contested,  as  shall  oe  proposed 
by  either  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  or  by  their  or 
either  of  their  agents  duly  authorized  ;  the  testi- 
moDv  given  on  which  examination,  together  witk 
the  questions  proposed  by  the  parties  aforesaid,  or 
their  agents,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  witnesses 
respectively,  the  said  magistrate  is  hereby  author^ 
ized  and  required  to  cause  to  be  reduced  to  wri- 
ting, in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
parties  or  their  agent^  if  attending,  and  to  be  duly 
attested  by  the  witnesses  respeetivdy :  after  which, 
he  shall  transmit  the  «ftidtestimony,dnIy  certified 
under  his  hand,  covered  and  sealed  up,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Hotue  of  Representatives  <^  the 
United  States,  for  the  time  Wing,  iog«her  wift  a 
copy  of  the  warrant  of  summons  and  notification 
issued  in  that  behalf  and  the  original  affidavit 
proving  the  service  of  such  notification. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  judge,  justice,  chancellor,  mayor,  recorder,  or 
intendant,  aa  is  af<»esBid.  to  whom  the  applicaticm 
herein  mentioned  shall  he  made,  shall,  by  reason 
of  sickness,  necessary  absence,  or  unavoidable  ac- 
cident, be  rendered  unable  lo  attend  at  the  time 
and  place  fixed  for  the  examination  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  certify  the  matter,  and 
the  proceedings  had  by  him  in  that  behalf,  to  any 
other  ma^ristrate  of  any  of  the  descriptions  afore- 
said :  which  said  magistrate,  thereupon,  diall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  attend  at  such  time 
and  place,  and  to  proceed  touching  the  said  ex- 
aminations, in  all  respects,  as  the  magistrate  issu- 
ing the  warrant  of  summons  might  have  done,  by 
virtue  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
no  such  magistrate  as  is  herein  authorized  to  re- 
ceive applications  as  aforesaid,  and  proceed  upon 
them,  shall  reside  within  any  district  for  which  an 
election  about  to  be  contested  shall  have  been 
held,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  make  such  application 
to  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  residing  within 
the  said  district,  who  are  hereby  authorized,  in 
such  case,  to  receive  such  application,  and  jointly 
to  proceed  npou  it  in  the  manner  herein  before 
directed.  < 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  ereiy 
witness  attending  by  virtue  of  sneh  warrant  <» 
summons  as  is  Iwrein  directed  to  be  issued,  duJl 
be  allowed  the  snm  of  twenty-five  cents  for  eai^ 
day's  attendance  and  the  further  sum  of  fire 
cents  for  every  mile  necessarily  travelled  in  going 
and  returning;  which  allowance  shall  be  ascer- 
tained and  certified  by  tfae  magistrate  taking  the 
examination,  and  shall  he  paid  by  the  party  at 
whose  instance  such  witness  was  summoned: 
And  such  witness  shall  have  an  action  for  the 
recovery  of  the  said  allowance,  before  any  court 
or  magistrate  having  competent  jurisdiction,  ao- 
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AcU  €f  Omgrem. 


eordia^  lo  ibe  bw*  of  ibe  United  Sui«B,or  of  aiijr 
Stale,  »o  wbicb  action  the  certificate  of  ibe  magis- 
tratr  lakiBf  the  Mid  eumination  shall  be  evi- 
denec 

justice,  ebaffCcl]Dr,nia)ror,r«eorder.  iolendaiit,  aiid 
jostiee  of  ibc  peace,  who  shall  be  neceasariJy  em- 
plof  ed,  parsnaot  to  the  directions  of  ibis  act,  and 
all  shenfi,  constables,  or  oiber  officers,  who  may 
be  employed  to  serve  any  of  tbe  warranu  of  sum-  . 
Bions  or  DOtifteatitHis  herein  prorided  for,  shall 
hare  and  receire  from  tbe  party,  at  whose  io-  , 
stance  soeh  serrice  shall  hare  been  pnfonned,  | 
aocb  feff  or  fees  as  are  or  may  be  allowcu  for  simi- 
lar srrrtces  in  the  Stales  wherein  such  serrice 
shall  be  rendered,  respectively. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  this 
act  shsll  eontinae  and  be  in  force  antil  the  end  of  j 
ffacfirslsrBsiottoftbesiKihCongress,and  no  longer,  i 

Approred.  Jinoary  23, 1798. 

An  Act  to  ■m—d  the  Mreia!  ads  br  laying  dotias  im  ' 
ipiritodMlledwiiUn  dwUnilad  Slates,  and  on  stiUs.  j 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That,  from  and  after  the  | 
passing  of  this  act,  it  sbill  be  lawful  for  all  owners  ' 
of  stills  within  the  United  Stales,  which  shall  hare 
been  duly  entered  according  to  law,  to  make  their 
deeliott  It  aav  time  of  the  year,  both  as  to  the 
rata  of  duty  wnicb  they  may  choose  to  pay  for  the 
eiBnloyment  of  their  said  stills,  whether  for  a  year, 
or  for  sacb  other  shorter  period  as  may  be  allow^ 
by  law;  and,  also,  as  to  the  time  of  commencing 
•ueh  employmtni. 

Approrea,  January  29, 1798. 


act 


An  Act  soppletnentanr  to  tbe  act,  entitled  "  An 
regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  fbr  other  purposes.' 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Tliat  the  second  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
and  fur  other  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  berebyj 
suspended,  for  and  during  ihe  space  of  three  years 
from  end  after  the  first  oay  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter, 
during  which  time  the  said  gold  and  silver  coins 
•hall  be  and  continue  a  legal  tender,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  afore- 
said ;  and  that  the  same  coins  shall  thereafter  cease 
to  be  such  tender. 

Approved,  February  1, 1798. 


An  Aet  diroeting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  certain 
persons  on  ihs  pension  list 
Be  tt  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  for  tbe 
Department  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
toplaeo  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
the  wrcrai  persons  herein  after  named,  who 
hare  been  returned  as  pension  claimants  by 
the  judm  of  the  sereral  districts,  pursuant  to  the 
aet  of  Congress  passed  the  tv;enty-eightb  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hunared  and  ninety- 
three,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  claims  lo 
invalid  pensions,**  at  the  rates  and  proportions  an- 
nexed to  the  names  of  the  aaid  penoni  retneet- 
iTaly,  thai  is  to  say : 


Of  tbe  dutrici  of  New  Hanpshtre:  Joseph 
Goodrich,  a  priTaie.  half  a  pra«on  ;  Joaeph  Pat- 
terson, a  pciratc^  half  a  pennon ;  Oenr  BancL 
a  private,  onc-<hud  of  a  peosios. 

Of  the  district  of  Ccmneerieu :  John  Ddwk, 
a  sc^eant,a  foil  pension ;  Obadiah  PcAias,  aliea- 
teoant,  one-foorth  of  a  pensiML 

Of  tbe  district  of  VenDOQi:  Joseph  Tyler,  a 
private,  half  a  pension ;  Peter  Rider,  a  corpaaL 
naif  a  peosioo ;  Isaac  Webster,  a  se^eani,  a 
pension ;  Ephnim  Wilmarth,  a  sergeaiU,  two- 
thirds  of  a  pension. 

Of  tbe  district  of  New  York:  Stephen  Kellogg, 
a  prival^  a  foU  pension;  Garret  Ofalenis.  a  pri- 
vate, half  a  peosioo ;  William  Scott,  a  major,  a 
full  pension ;  Pinley  Stewart,  a  batteaa  man, 
three-foartbs  of  a  pension ;  Godfrey  Sweet,  a  nri- 
vate,  a  full  pension ;  Thomas  Ward,  a  corpoiaj,  a 
full  pension. 

Of  tbe  district  of  New  Jersey :  fifinne  L.  Vcr- 
heis,  a  private,  half  a  pension;  Samuel  Hull,  a 
sergeant,  two-thirds  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania:  Robert  Wilsoa, 
an  eosigA.  one-foorth  of  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Delaware :  Nelce  Jooa^  a  cai^ 
poral,  half  a  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Maryland:  Philip  Caason,  a 
tienienant,  a  full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Virginia :  Joshua  Davidsan,a 
dragoon,  three-fourths  of  a  pension ;  Jooathaa 
Dyer,  a  private,  a  full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  North  Carolina :  Danid  Uc- 
Kissick,  a  captain,  half  a  pension;  Ithamar  Sio- 

f;letaryj  a  private,  one-fourth  of  a  pension;  Wii- 
iam  Sim|MioD,  a  private,  half  a  pension ;  Joseph 
WassoD,  a  [H'ivate,  a  full  pension. 

Of  the  district  of  Georgia :  Herman  Bird,  a  pri- 
vate, one-half  of  a  pension ;  Thomas  Greer,  a  pn> 
vate,  one-half  of  a  pension ;  John  Guthrie,  a  pri- 
vate, one-half  of  a  pension ;  Alexander  Irvine^  a 
lieutenant,  one-half  of  a  pulsion ;  Henrys  Keir,  a 
captain,  one-half  of  a  pension  ;  John  Lindsay,  a 
major,  a  full  pension  ;  Hugh  I^wson,  a  captain, 
one-half  of  a  peDsiou  ;  James  Lewis,  a  lieutenant, 
one-half  of  a  pension ;  John  Ramsay.a  private,  one* 
half  of  a  pension ;  John  Trent,  a  captain,  one-half  of 
a  pension;  Presley  Thornton,  a  corporal,  one-half 
oia  pension. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  tbe 
pensions  allowed  by  this  act  shall  be  estimated  at 
the  same  rates,  receivable  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  payable  in  the  same  manner  in  all  respects, 
as  directed  in  like  cases  by  the  act  of  the  Iweniietk 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  handred  and 
ninety-six,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  and  di- 
recting the  Secreury  of  War  lo  |dwe  ceruia 
persona  therein  named,  on  the  pension  list." 
Approved,  February  2, 1798. 

An  Acta^r^rtatingaoertainsnmafaHMMy  todsAif 
th«  axpenas  of  h^iUng  a  ttsa^  or  tnatiaa  wi&  ^ 
Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  a  sum  not  exceediag 
tweoty^re  thousand  ei^l  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars,  be  appropriated  tod«fitay  tbe  ezpensxtf 
Bueh  tceaty  or  trentiea,  aa  the  President  of  tbe 
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Acta  of  Chngretg. 


United  States  shall  deem  expedient  to  hold  with 
the  Indians :  Provided,  Nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  admit  an  obli^tion, 
OD  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  eztin£;aHh,  for 
the  benefit  of  nnj  State  or  individual  citizen^  Id- 
dian  claims  to  any  lands  Ijring  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  Sutes,  and  that  the  compensation 
to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed, or  who  may  he  appointed,  for  negotiating 
sach  treaty  or  treaties,  shall  not  exceed,  exclusive 
of  travelling  expenses,  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
day,  during  the  time  of  actual  service  of  such 
Commissioner. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  27, 1796. 


An  Act  to  provide  fta  the  widovn  and  w^uuu  of  oo^ 
tain  deceased  officers. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  provisions  for 
widows  and  orpnans  of  commissioned  officers  of 
troops  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  the  first 
section  of  the  law  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of 
Jun&one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
entitled  "An  act,  in  addition  to  the  act  making 
farther  and  more  effectual  provisioD  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States," 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the 
Widows  and  orphan  children  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  of  (he 
militia,  who  have  died  by  reason  of  wounds  re- 
ceived since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  applica- 
sball  be  made  within  two  years  after  tne  end  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Approved,  March  14, 1798. 


An  Act  for  the  erection  of  i  light-house,  and  pUdog 
bnoja  at  the  several  places  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  as  soon  as  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  so  much  of  the  head-land  of  Eaton's  neck, 
on  Nassau  island,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  as 
the  President  the  United  States  shall  deem  suf- 
ficient and  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  light-house,  and  its  appurtenances,  shall 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  Sutes,  it  shall  he 
the  duty  t>f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  building  a 
liffht-hotise  thereon,  and  furnishing  the  same  with 
all  necessary  supplies ;  and  also  for  the  salaries  or 
wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  for  the  superintendence 
aod  care  of  building  the  said  light-house ;  and  the 
President  is  hereby  aatborizea  to  make  the  said 
appointments. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  firther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  he  placed,  six  buoys  on  the  sboals 
called  the  east  and  west  banks,  and  the  middle 

?ouod,  near  Sandy  Hook,  off  the  harbor  of  New 
ork,  and  two  buoys  on  the  north  and  south 


points  of  Qoat  island,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and,  also,  to  cause  to  be  placed  such  number  of 
buoys  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
navi^tion  in  and  near  the  harbor  of  Nantucket, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  appropriated  and  paid^  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Approved  March  14, 1798. 


An  Act  pfOTidrngthemeanaof  intereomse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  draw  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dci- 
lars,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonn^e,  for 
the  support  of  such  persons  as  he  shall  commis- 
sion to  serve  the  United  States  in  foreign  parts, 
and  for  the  expense  incident  to  the  business  in 
which  they  may  beemployed:  Provided,  That,  ex- 
clusive of  an  outfit,  which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
the  amount  of  one  year's  full  salary  to  the  Minis* 
ter  Plenipotentiary,  or  Charg£  des  Affaires,  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  allowed,  the  President 
shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  a 
greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars per  auQum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  per- 
sonal services  and  expenses;  nor  a  sreatersum, 
for  the  same,  than  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol' 
lars  per  annum  to  a  Chant  des  Afihires;  nor  a 
greater  sum,  for  the  same,  tnan  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  the  secre- 
tary of  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  ia- 
sued  or  shall  hereafter  issue  from  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purposes  of  intercourse  or  treaty  with  for- 
eign nations,  in  pursuance  of  any  law,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  duly  settletf  annually  with  the  ac- 
counting (^cers  of  the  Treasury  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say :  by  causing  the  same  to  h^ 
accounted  for  specifically,  in  all  instances  wherein 
the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  his  judgment,  be 
made  public ;  and  by  making  a  certificate  or  cer- 
tificates, or  causiog  tne  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
a  certificate  or  certificates  of  the  amount  of  such 
expenditures  as  be  may  think  it  advisable  not  to 
specify ;  and  every  such  certificate  shall  be  deem- 
ed a  sufficient  voacher  for  the  snm  or  sums  thneia 
expressed  to  have  been  expended. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  de- 
frayine  the  expenses  of  intercourse  between  the 
UoiteiT  States  and  foreign  nations,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
there  be'further  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of 
twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollais. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  iheaet 
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passed  od  the  first  dav  of  Jslf ,  in  the  year  ooe 
tfaoiKaDd  sevea  hundred  and  nioety,  entiued  "  An 
act  Providian  the  means  of  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  and  the 
act  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
proTiding  the  means  of  intercoaise  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  be  and  remain  in  force  until  the  end  of  the 
first  session  of  (he  sixth  CongreBs,  and  no  loager. 

ApproTcd,  March  19.  1798. 


An  Act  making  a^ipn^riationi  for  the  seaport  of  Gov- 
ernment  for  the  year  one  thousand  seren  kondred 
and  nine^-^g^t,  and  for  other  pnrposss. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  fSar  the  expenditure 
of  the  ciril  list;  for  the  sapport  of  Consuls  to 
die  coast  of  Barbary  ;  for  the  support  of  the 
mint  establishment,  tight-houses,  beacons.  buoy& 
and  putdic  piers,  for  the  year  one  toousand 
seren  hundred  and  ninety-ei^bt;  and  to  satis- 
fy certain  miscellaneous  claims  staled  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven,  together  with  the  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  De- 
partments, and  the  <^cers  thereof,  the  following 
sums  be,  respectively,  appropri.ited,  that  is  to  say : 
for  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
diirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
idleers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session  of 
six  months  continuance,  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  sutionery,  print- 
ing work,  and  all  other  eontiogeot  expenses  of 
die  two  Houses  of  Congress,  uiirteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
T^hief  Justice.  Associate  Judges,  District  Jud^, 
and  Attorney  General,  forty-four  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defrayiDg  the  expense  of  clerks  of  courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fund  arising 
from  fines^  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  likewise 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecution  for  of- 
fences against  the  United  States,  and  for  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners,  thirty  thonsaod  dollars. 

For  compeasation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  I>epartment, 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  siXty-two  dollars 
and  thirty-four  cents. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expoises  in  the 
said  Departmeot,  six  thousand  firehonclred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ei^t  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

ror  expmse  of  stationery,  printing,and  all  other 


coDtioKent  expenses  in  the  tMee  of  the  Secretsry 
of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  ComfHroUei  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  emidoyed  id  his 
office,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  6hj 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  othn 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office, 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  ud 
other  persons  employed  in  his  c^ce,  four  thousutd 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  nre-wood,  stationery,  printug, 
rent,  and  all  other  contingencies  in  the  TreaaoRn 
office,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Tnt- 
sary,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  ofie^ 
eleven  thousand  nine  hondted  and  twenty-fiie 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing^  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditors  office,  sent 
hundred  and  nfiy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hit 
office,  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-fire 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  andall  otha 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Tret- 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
fifteen  thousand  fix  hundred  and  twentf^re 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  allotber 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  office,  (in- 
cluding books  for  the  public  stocks,  and  for  the 
arrangement  of  the  marine  papers,)  two  thousand 
ei^t  Dundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyw  of  Public 
Supplies,  two  thousand  dollars,  and  fire  handred 
dollars  for  a  clerk. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundredand 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  hooses 
employed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  (exc^ 
the  Treasnrer's  office,)  two  thousand  seven  hna- 
dred  and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood  and  candles  in  the 
several  offices  of  the  Treasunr  Department,  (ei- 
cept  the  Treasurer's  office.)  three  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  stat* 
ing  and  printing  the  puolie  accounts  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  one 
thousand  dollara. 

For  delVaying  the  expense  incident  to  Uie  re- 
moval of  the  books  and  records  of  the  Treasarf 
Department,  and  for  the  rent  of  a  house  for  seve- 
ral of  the  officere  near  Gkay's  Ferry,  on  the 
Schaylkill,  during  part  of  the  Summer  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  aiaety- 
seven,  four  hundred  and  fifity-Zptv  Mian  aad 
forty-one  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  himdred  and  fifty  dollars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerits,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eight 
thousand  one  handred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  comp«mtioD  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  cWks,  and  persons  employed 
ID  his  office,  seren  thousand  seven  hnndred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  coDiiogcnt  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Aeonntaot  of  the  War  Department,  six  hundred 
doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  surreyors, 
chain-carriers,  axe-men,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  carrying  into  effect  the  surveys  to  be 
made  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  foi* 
^  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above 
the  month  of  Kentucky  river,"  in  addition  to 
former  appropriations,  eieht  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeDsafioa  to  the  Glovernor,  Secretary, 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
rim  Ohio,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  printing 
intents  lor  land,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
m  the  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  Government,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  the  annual  allowance  lo  the  widow  and  or- 
phan children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan  children  of  Major  Alexander  Trueman, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-seventh  of 
FelHruary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three, seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States, on  account  of  thecivil  department 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be  ascertained 
and  admitted  tn  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to 
the  usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  compensations  to  Consuls  to  Barbary 
Powers,  for  six  months,  the  former  appropriation 
being  for  one  year,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  following  officers  of 
tbe  Mint :  the  director,  two  thousand  dollar!> ;  the 
treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars ;  the 
assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  the 
chief  coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
the  melter  and  refiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  the  engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ;  three  clerks,  at  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  wages  of  persons  employed  at  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  meltiuB,  refinmg,  coining,  car- 
penter^s,  miilwright's,  ana  smith's  work,  including 
the  sura  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  al- 
lowed to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die-forger,  who 
alao  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  work,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

5th  Con.— US 


For  the  purchase  of  ironmongery,  lead,  wood, 
coals,*  stationery,  office  furniture,  and  for  all  other 
contingencies  of  the  establishment  of  the  Mint, 
five  thousand  stven  hundred  dollars. 

For  tbe  maintenance  and  support  of  light-hous- 
es, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  stakeage 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  for  occasional 
improvement  in  the  eonstraetitm  of  lanterns,  and 
of  the  lamps  and  materials  used  in  them,  inelad- 
inff  an  allowance  for  the  increased  number  of 
li^t-houses,  and  for  the  advanced  price  of  sper- 
maceti oil,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  balance  carried  to  the  "  surplus  fund** 
of  an  appropriation  for  buildings  Itght-nouse near 
the  entrance  of  Georgetown  harbor,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  additional  expense  estimated  as  neces- 
sary for  erecting  the  said  light-house,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  Nicholas  FIsIk  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  for  the  district  of  New  York,  so  much 
short  of  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  land 
at  Montauk  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  light-house  thereon,  two 
hunureu  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

For  the  purchase  of  presses,  the  engraving  of 
dies,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  prepara- 
tions made,  and  to  be  made,  for  executing  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  stamped  vel- 
lum, parchment,  and  paper,"  passed  the  sixth  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hnndred  and  ninety- 
seven,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  incurred  by  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  tbe  impeachment 
of  William  Blount;  for  the  compensation  of  the 
members,  and  for  incidental  charges,  as  estimated 
by  the  chairman  of  ihe  committee,  two  thousand 
Rix  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  de- 
mands against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  a  due 
coarse  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  and  which 
are  of  a  nature,  accordinjf  to  the  usage  thereof, 
to  require  payment  in  specie,  four  thousand  dollars. 

S  EC,  2.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  "making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,"  toge- 
ther with  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  (he  tonnage 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  duties  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  and  stills,  which  shall  accrue  until 
the  close  of  tbe  present  year. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  further  appropriated,  to  he 

Eaid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
inited  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  to  wit: 

For  the  payment  of  awards  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, relative  to  the  debts  due  by  citizens  of  the 
Umted  Slates  to  British  subjects,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 
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Vol  dcfrajrii^  ibc  extraordiaarjr  ezpesM*  of  as- 
ceruiauu  the  riTer  Si.  CnHZ,  oMcr  the  fifth  ai- 
Ucle  of  the  Kud  treaif .  iwdve  iboiuaiHl  iloUan- 

For  defrafio^  the  cxinumliDarT  expeiueof  nm- 
niof^  and  markuiff  the  boaodaiy  Line  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  Slate*  sod  Spain,  twdre 
thooaand  doUars. 

ApproTcd,  March  19, 17S8. 


Ad  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  laytnf  duties 
oo  Mamped  TeSnm,  psrchmrnt,  ind  paper." 

Be  it  macUd^  ^c,  That  whenerer  anjr  person, 
other  than  t^cers  employed  in  collecting  toe  rer- 
enue  of  the  Uoiled  Statea,  shall  apply  to  any  so- 
pervhtor  or  insprcior  of  the  said  rereaue.  at  the 
Mc^  of  aneh  laperviMr  or  inspector,  for  the  por- 
ehaac,  at  one  time,  of  any  quantity  of  Tdlum, 
puehmcnt,  or  paper,  stamped  and  marked  in  the 
maimer  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  lay- 
ina  duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper,"  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  which 
quantity  shall  be  ten  dollars,  or  upwards,  such 
supervisor  or  inspector  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized and  required  to  deliver  to  such  person 
such  quantity  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
stamped  as  aforesaid;  the  said  person  paying 
down  the  amount  of  the  itaid  duties,  after  Jeduct- 
ing  therefrom  seven  and  one-half  per  centum  on 
such  amount ;  which  deduction  the  said  super- 
visor or  inspector  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired lu  allow. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
erer  any  stamped  vellum  or  parchment  shall  be 
applied  for.  and  delivered,  in  the maoner aforesaid, 
the  said  purchaser,  in  order  lo  become  entitled  to 
the  aforesaid  deduction,  shall  pay  to  the  said  su- 
pervisor, or  inspector,  in  addition  lo  the  amount 
of  the  said  duties,  a  reasonable  rate  for  and  od 
account  of  the  price  of  the  said  vellum  or  parch- 
ment, which  rate  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  fix,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  according  to  the  actual  cost  of  those 
articles. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  person,  other  than  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Slates, 
■hall  brins  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  to 
be  stamped  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  afore- 
aaid  act,  in  any  quantity,  at  one  time,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  duties  for  statoping  which  shall 
be  ten  dollars,  or  upwards,  the  officer  stamping 
such  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  pursuant  to  the 
directions  of  the  said  act,  shaU  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  required  to  make  (o  such  person, 
the  same  allowance  and  deduction  on  the  amount 

the  said  duties,  as  is  directed  by  the  first  sec- 
lion  of  this  act,  to  be  made  ia  the  cases  therein 
mentioned. 

Sio.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
■tamped  paper,  required  by  the  aforesaid  act  to 
be  fViroisbed  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  shall  be  furnished 
at  the  rate  of  duty  provided  oy  that  act,  without 
any  additional  charge  on  account  of  the  price  of 
paper,  or  any  other  expense,  anything  in  the  said 


act  to  the  cosuary  aotviihMaadiaK ;  aad  thai  all 
paper  for  the  purposes  albraaaid,awl  hefamiihtd 
at  the  cxpeose  of  the  United  Siale^  bf  the  Seen* 
tary  oi  ifac  Ticasory  Department,  who  ii  hereby 
aothmizcd  to  employ,  aniitiaUy,  a  svAcicu  sia 
■  for  that  purpose,  mad  for  the  necessary  purchttt 
,  of  TcUum  and  puchment,  oat  of  any  moaeyi  ii 
tbc  Treasury  of  the  United  States  doc  othcnnic 
an>ropriatcd :  Prodded  alwaft.  That  nothis; 
herein  cooiaioed,  shall  be  so  coosimed  as  to  r- 
quire  the  Treasury  Department  to  foiaisb  ao^ 
stamped  veilum,  at  parchment,  without  an  addi- 
tiooaJ  charge  for  the  price  of  those  materials,  ortr 
and  above  the  doty  ob  the  stamp ;  which  piee. 
in  all  cases  where  stamped  vellum  or  parduacal 
shall  he  furnished,  the  Secretary  of  that  Defwt- 
raeot  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  fix,ai 
nearly  as  may  be,  according  lo  the  aeiual  coasf 
those  articles,  req>eclively. 

Sec.  5.  AMdbeUfurUureHocledtTbaitomwtk 
of  the  aftwesaid  act  as  relaies  'to  stamp  duties « 
^any  certificate  or  debeutore  for  drawbacks  of 
customs  or  duties,"  shall  be.  and  the  same  is  hcn- 
by,  repealed ;  and  that  m  lieu  of  the  said  staap 
duties,  one-fourth  per  cent,  oo  the  amount  i^  aU 
drawbacks,  allowed  by  law,  on  the  exportatioa  of 
goods,  wares,  and  m^bandise,  impOTted,  shaU  be 
retained  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stat«^  by  the 
collectors  paying  such  drawbacks;  and  load^ 
tioo  to  the  sum  of  one  per  ceoL  directed  lo  beso 
retained  by  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  iatks 
impo.sed  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mefcbu- 
dises,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels." 
Approved,  March  19, 1798. 

An  Act  dedaring  theeonsrat  of  Ctmgreai  toaaaetcf 
the  Contmonwaallh  of  MaassAuaelM. 

Be  it  enacted,  j-c,  That  theconsent  o(  Coogresi 
be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  and  declared  to  ik 
operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  hfassachusetts,  made  and  passed 
the  second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seroi 
hundred  and  ninety-eigbt,entitled  "  Aaactloioco^ 
porate  Tobias  Lord,  Oliver  Keating,  Thatebet 
Godard,  and  others,  for  the  pur^se  of  keeping  id 
repair  a  pier,  at  the  mouth  of  Kennebunk  river, 
and  to  grant  them  a  doty  for  fcimbaraiBg  the  a> 
pense  of  erecting  the  same." 
Approred,  March  27, 1796. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  sd  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  passed  the  twent^-eighlb  of 
December,  one  tboasand  seven  hundred  and  ninetj- 
three,  for  Uie  appointment  of  ■  health  officer. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  consent  of  Congresi 
be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared,  to  the 
operation  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assemblv  of 
Maryland,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  DecemW, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  a  health  officer  for  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  in  Baltimore  county,"  so  far  ai 
to  enable  the  State  aforesaid  to  collect  a  duty  oi 
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one  cent  per  too  on  all  vessels  eomiiig  into  the 
diatriet  of  Baltimore,  from  a  foreigfii  voyage,  for 
the  parposes  in  said  act  iotended. 

8ec.2.  And  be  it Juriher enacted,  Tbatthisact 
shall  be  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  passing 
thereof,  and  from  tfaeoce  to  the  end  of  the  next 
MBsion  of  CoDgress  hereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approred,  March  27, 1796. 


An  Act  Sat  an  additimkal  appnq)iiatK»i  to  pronde  and 
rapport  a  Naval  Ainuunent. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  there  be,  and  there 
hmby  ia,  approbnated  a  further  anm,  not  oceed- 
iag  one  huBored  and  fifteen  thoasand,  n^bt  hun- 
dred and  thirt]^-tbree  dollara^  to  complete,  and 
equip  for  sea,  with  all  eonventent  speed,  the  fri- 
ntes  the  United  Slates,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
Constellation  ;  and  a  further  sum,  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  aod  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  serenly-Dine  dollars,  for  the  pay  and  subsist- 
ence, for  the  term  of  one  year,  of  the  officers  and 
crews  which  are,  or  shall  be,  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  on  board  the  said  fri- 
gates, in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  those  purposes,  respectively,  remaining 
onexpended ;  also,  a  sum,  not  exceeding  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  to  defray  the  wear,  losses,  ex- 
penditures of  ammunition,  and  other  current  and 
etwttngent  expenses  of  the  Naral  Armament;  also 
a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars,  to  defray  the  salaries  of  persons  having 
Cham  of  Aeliavy  yards  at  Norfolk,  New  Yorl^ 
aod  Portsmouth ;  and  for  the  rents  of  the  same. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  the 
sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  and  dis- 
charged out  of  the  surplus  revenue  and  income  of 
the  current  year  not  before  appropriated. 

Approved,  Maivh  27, 1798. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  fiwce  the  fifth  section  of  an  act 
entilled  <'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  tOflstaUidi  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  fiflth  section  of  the 
act.  entitled  "  Ad  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  esublish  the  Post  Office  and  post 
r(»ds  within  the  United  Slates,"  which  aectioa 
will  expire  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force  to 
the  third  day  of  March  next. 

Approved,  March  28, 1798. 


Ad  Act  to  contiQufl  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  a  part 
of  an  act,  entiUed  "  An  act  making  ftuther  provision 
for  securing  and  collecting  the  duties  on  foreign  and 
domestic  distilled  ipirits,  stills,  wines,  sod  teas." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  thirteenth  section 
of  the  act  paiEsed  on  the  fifth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
nnd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  securing  aod 
collectiog  the  duties  on  loreign  and  domestic  dis- 
tilled Slants,  stills,  wines,  and  teas,"  be,  and  the  same 


hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until  the  end  of  the 
firxt  session  of  the  sixth  Congress. 
Approved,  April  7, 1796. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  BritiBh 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  to  satisfy  the  claims  ■ 
of  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the  reso- 
Ihtions  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and 
the  thirteenth  of  ApriLone  thoasand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five,  as  refugees  from  th«  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  War  be,  and  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  give  notice  in  one  or  more 
of  the  public  papers  of  each  of  the  States  of  Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts,  New  York,.  New  Hampshire, 
and  Pennsylvania,  to  all  persons  having  claims 
under  the  said  resolutions,  to  transmit  to  the  War 
Office,  within  two  years  aif^er  the  passing  of  this 
act,  a  just  aod  true  account  of  their  claims  to  the 
bounty  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  Andoe  it Jvrther  enacted,  That  no  other 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  than  those  of  the  following 
descriptions,  or  ifaeir  widows  and  heirs,  viz :  first, 
those  neads  of  families,  aod  single  persons,  and 
not  members  of  aoy  such  families,  who  were  resi- 
dents in  one  of  the  provinces  aforesaid,  prior  to 
the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred  aud  seventy<six,  and  who  abandoned  their 
settlements,  in  coDse^uenee  of  having  given  aid 
to  (he  United  Colonies  or  States,  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  against  Great  Britain,  or  with  in- 
tentioD  to  give  such  aid,  and  continued  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  ibeir  service,  during  the  said  war, 
and  did  not  return  to  reside  in  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britan  prior  to  the  twenty-fifth  of 
November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
three ;  secondly,  the  widows  and  heirs  of  all  such 
persons  as  were  actuallv  residents,  as  aforesaid, 
who  abandoned  their  settlements,  as  aforesaid,  and 
died  within  the  United  States,  or  in  their  service, 
during  the  said  war ;  and,  thirdly,  all  persons  who 
were  members  of  families  at  the  time  of  their 
coming  into  the  United  States,  and  who,  during 
the  war,  entered  into  their  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  proof 
of  the  several  circumstances  necessary  to  entitle 
the  api^ieants  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  may  be 
taken  before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  ur  a  Jud|;e  of  the  Su- 
preme or  Superior  Court,  or  the  first  jtistiee  or  first 
judge  of  the  Court  ol  Commoo  Pleas  or  County 
Court  of  any  State. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  months  from  and  af'ter  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  from  time  to  time  thereaf- 
ter, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War  to  lay  such  evideoce  of  claims 
as  he  mav  have  received  before  the  Secretary  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  with  tbem^  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  testimony,and  give  their  judg- 
ment what  ^nantity  of  land  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  the  individaal  eutimants,  in  propor^oit  to  ^ 
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degree  of  their  respectire  serricei,  sacrifices,  and 
sufferings,  in  consequence  of  tbeir  attachment  to 

the  cause  of  the  United  States ;  allowing  to  those 
of  the  first  class  a  quaatity  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  acres,  and  to  the  last  class  a  quantity 
not  exceeding  one  hundred — making  such  interme- 
diate classes  as  the  resolutions  aforesaid  and  dis- 
tributive justice  may  in  their  judgment  require, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  Congress.  And  in  c.ise 
any  such  claimant  shall  have  sustained  such  losses 
and  stifferiogs,  or  performed  such  services  for  the 
United  States,  that  he  cannot  justly  be  classed  in 
any  one  general  clasr.  a  separate  report  shall  be 
made  of  his  circumslaoces.  together  with  the  quan- 
tity  of  land  that  ought  to  be  allowed  him,  having 
reference  to  the  foregoing  ratio:  Provided,  That, 
in  consid'^'iDg  what  compensation  ought  to  be 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  all  gnntK,  except  mili- 
tary grants,  which  may  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States,  or  iodividual  States,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  the  just  value  thereof,  at  the  time  the 
same  were  made,  respectively,  either  ia  whole  or 
in  part;  as  the  case  may  he,  a  satisfaction  to  (hose 
who  may  have  received  the  same:  Provided,  also. 
That  DO  claim  under  this  law  shall  be  assignable 
until  after  report  made  to  Congress,  as  aforesaid, 
and  until  the  said  lands  be  granted  to  the  persoDs 
entitled  to  the  benefii  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurthei  enacted,  That  all  claims, 
in  virtue  of  said  resolutions  of  Congress,  whichshall 
not  be  exhibited,  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  by 
this  act  limited,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  barred. 

Approved,  April  7. 1798. 


An  Act  for  an  uaieable  16111601601  of  the  limits  with 
the  State  of  Gewgia,  and  aothoriztog  the  etttUiah- 
ment  of  a  Goveromeot  in  the  HiMdasippi  Tenttory. 
f e  if  enac^  ThatthePresidentof  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ap- 
iot  three  commissioners,  any  two  of  whom  shall 
ve  power  to  adjust  and  determine,  with  such 
commL-isionersasmay  beappointed  under  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  all  inter- 
fering claims  of  the  United  States  and  that  State, 
to  territory  situate  west  of  the  river  Chatahooche, 
north  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude^ 
and  soHth  of  the  cession  made  to  the  United  Slates 
by  South  Carolina ;  and  also  to  receive  any  pro- 
posals for  the  relinquishnent  or  cetsion  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  other  territory  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Oeo^ia.  and  out  of  the  ordinary 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands  ihus  ascertained  as  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  be  disposed  oi  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  hereafter  directed  by  law ;  and  the  nett 
proceeds  thereof  shall  be  applied  to  the  sinking  and 
discharging  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  proceeds  of  the  other 
imblic  lands  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  that 
tract  of  country  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, on  the  north  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due 
eait  from  the  mouth  ot  the  Yazoo  to  the  Chata- 


hooehe  river ;  on  the  east  by  the  river  Chatahoo- 
che,  and  on  the  south  by  the  thirty-first  degm  «f 
north  latitude,  shall  be.  and  hereby  is,  coastitnttd 
one  d  istrict,  to  be  called  the  Mississippi  Territory : 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  heraby 
authorised  to  establish  therein  a  Oovemneat,  in 
all  respects  similar  to  that  now  exercised  ia  tbe 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  exceptiag  tad 
excluding  the  last  article  of  the  ordinance  msde  fv 
the  Government  thereof  by  the  late  Congress,  m 
the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  htra- 
dred  and  eigbty-seren,  and.  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  all  the  orat- 
sary  ofllcers  therein,  who  shall  respectively  rccdn 
thesame  compensations  fortheir  services,  to  be  {ail 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  by  law  estabtiihed  l«r  nik* 
ilar  cheers  in  the  Territor^r  Northwest  trf  the  river 
Ohio ;  and  the  poweis.  duties,  and  eflw^nmeols,  of 
a  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affain,  for  the  Soaih- 
ern  department,  shall  be  united  with  those  of  Got* 
eroor:  Protnded,  altoaafe,  That  if  the  Pmidat 
of  the  United  States  should  find  it  most  expedieii 
to  establish  this  Grorernment  in  the  recess  of  Coe- 
gress,  be  shall  nevertheless  hare  fall  power  to  ap- 
point and  commissioDall  cheers  hereinaatkorizn: 
and  their  commissions  shall  cootinue  in  force  until 
the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  next  cntiiig 
the  eslablbhment  of  the  Government 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeied^  That  the  To^ 
ritory  hereby  constituted  one  district  for  the  pw- 
pose  of  Government,  may.  at  the  discretion  of  Coo* 
gress.  be  hereafter  divided  into  two  districts,  with 
separate  Territorial  Governments  id  cieh,  simSu 
to  that  established  by  this  acL 

Seo.  5.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  ihecs- 
tablishmentof  tbb  Government  shall  in  no  respect 
impair  the  right  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  orofuy 
person  or  persons,  either  to  the  jnrisdtetioo  w  ise 
soil  of  the  said  Territory;  but  the  rights  and  daiiu 
of  the  said  State,  and  all  persons  interested,  ait 
hereby  declared  to  be  as  firm  and  available,  as  if 
this  act  had  never  been  made. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  Thai,  from 
and  after  the  establishment  of  the  .'^aid  Govern- 
ment, the  people  of  the  aforesaid  Territory  shall 
be  entitled  to  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  righ^ 
privileges,  and  advantaees.  granted  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  ordinsne* 
of  the  thirteenth  day  of  Julyj  in  the  year  one  tiioo- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  in  as  fbll 
a  nd  ample  a  manner  as  the  same  are  possessed  %fA 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
Territory. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jmiher  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  establishment  of  the  aforesaid  Gov- 
ernment, it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or 
persons  to  import  or  bring  into  the  said  Mississippi 
Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  without  tke 
limits  of^ the  United  States,  or  to  cause  or  procare 
to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or  knowingly  toaid 
or  assist  in  so  importing  or  bringing,  any  slave  or 
slaves ;  and  that  every  person  so  offendiog.  and 
beingthereof  convicted  before  anjr  court  within  tke 
said  Territory,  havingcompetent  jurisdiction. *h»ll 
forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  slave  so  impcffted  ; 
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or  br<Hight  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars — ODe 
moiety  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  moiety  for  the  tise  of  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  aae  for  the  same;  and  that  every  slave 
eo  imported  or  brought  shall  thereupoa  become 
entitled  to  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  and  hereby  is  appropri- 
ated, for  the  jmrpose  of  enabling  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  thb  act ;  and  that  the  said  sum  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
•pt^opriated. 

Approved,  April  7,  1798. 


An  Act  to  continae  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
pTobibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  anas 
and  ammunition,  aod  for  encouraging  the  importa- 
tion thereof." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  first,  second,  third 
and  fourth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of 
arm^  and  ammunition,  and  for  encouragin|i;  the 
importation  thereof,"  be  and  are  hereby  continued 
in  force  for  one  year  from  and  after  the  present 
session  of  Congre&i,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  next  sessioa  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

Sfc2.  AndbeitJurUurenaetedi  Thattbefifth 
section  of  the  said  act,  except  so  much  thereof  as 
relates  to  the  importation  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre, 
be  and  is  hereby  continued  in  force  for  one  year 
£tom  and  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  June  next, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer ;  and  ibat  so 
mucTi  of  the  said  fifth  section  as  relates  to  the  im- 
portation of  sulphur  aod  saltpetre  be  and  is  hereby 
continued  in  force  for  one  year,  from  and  after  the 
fourteeoth  day  of  June,  in  ttie  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  aod 
no  longer. 

Approved,  April  7, 1798. 

An  Aet  antfaotiting  an  expenditore,  and  making  an 
aj^roprialion,  for  the  teuaborsement  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  the  CtHunls  of  the  Unitod  States,  in  oer- 
twn  owes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized,  under  the  direction 
01  the  PreiddeDt  of  the  United  States,  to  reim- 
burse such  reasonable  advances  of  money  as  have 
been  made,  or,  during  the  present  year,  shall  be 
made,  by  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  in 
making  and  supporting  the  claims  of  American 
-citizens  to  captured  property,  before  the  tribunals 
of  foreign  countries;  or  for  the  relief  of  nick  and 
destitute  seamen  in  foreign  countries,  beyond  the 
som  already  allowed  by  law  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  shall  be  paid  from  any  moneys  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1798. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled    An  act  au- 
thorizing a  loan  for  the  use  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, in  Uta  District  of  .Columbia ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  loaned  to  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  establisning  the 
temporary  andpermanent  seat  of  the  Qovernment 
*of  the  United  States,"  thesnm  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  fifty  thousand  of  which  shall  be  ad- 
vanced in  the  present  year,  and  the  Temaining 
fifty  thousand  siiall  be  advanced  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ntoety-nine;  at  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  compu- 
ted upon  each  instalment,  from  the  time  it  shall 
be  advanced ;  which  sum  of  one  hundred  thou* 
sand  dollars  is  declared  to  be  in  full  of  the  moneys 
which  the  said  commissioners  are  now  authorized 
to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  aet  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  use  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
herein  authorized  to  be  borrowed  shall  be  reim- 
bursed by  instalmrats  of  one-fifth  part  of  said  loan, 
and  the  mterest  thereon,  e(Hnmencing  in  Uie  year 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  five,  and  eontia- 
oing  annually  thereafter  till  the  whole  shall  be 
repaid ;  and  all  the  lots  in  the  city  of  Washings- 
ton,  now  vested  in  the  said  commissioners,  or  in 
trustees,  in  any  manner,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  now  remaining  unsold,  excepting 
those  set  apart  for  public  purposes,  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby  declared  and  made  chargeable  with 
the  repayment  of  the  sums  which  ^all  be  ad- 
TQoced,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  the  interest 
accruing  thereon,  and  shall  he  disposed  of  in  the 
manner,  and  under  the  regulations,  prescribed  by 
the  aet  herein  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  the 
som  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  present  year, 
and  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  next  sncee«ling 
year,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
poses amrenid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasnrr 
of  the  United  Stales,  not  Qtherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  18, 1798. 


An  Act  to  provide  an  additional  armament  for  the  far- 
ther pn>l»etion  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  paiposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
atul  empowered,  to  cause  to  be  boilt,  purchased, 
or  hired,  anumber  of^  vessels,  not  exceeding  twelve, 
nor  carrying  more  than  twenty-two  guns  each,  to 
be  armed,  fitted  out,  and  manned,  under  his  direc- 
tion. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
number  end  grade  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  for 
the  service  of  the  said  vessels,  shall  oe  fixed  by 
the  President  of  the  United-States,  as  well  as  the 
number  of  men,  t)f  which  the  respective  crews 
shall  be  composed,  who,  as  well  t^ers  as  sea- 
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mea  and  marines,  shall  receive  the  same  pajr  and 
subsistence,  be  entitled  to  the  same  adrantages 
and  compensations,  be  governed  by  thasaroe  rules 
and  regulations,  aad  be  engaged  for  the  same  time, 
aod  on  the  same  conditions,  as  by  an  act  of  the 
United  States,  passed  the  first  of  July,  oue  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-seveD,  entitled 
^  An  act  providing  a  naval  armament,"  is  ascer- 
tained and  established,  as  fully,  as  if  the  particu- 
lar provisions  of  that  act,  bavmg  reference  there- 
to, were  herein  inserted  at  large.  Prmrided  al- 
waya,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  the  term  of  enlistment  of 
the  seamen  and  marines  to  be  employed  in  any 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  to  be  extended  be- 
yond one  year,  if  the  Vessel  should  then  be  at  sea, 
and  until  tea  days  after  such  vessel  shall  arrive 
in  some  convenient  port  of  the  United  Slates 
thereafter ;  anything  eoutained  in  this  act,  or  in 
the  act  entitled  An  act  providing  a  Naval  Estab- 
lishment," to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  of- 
ficers of  the  aforesaid  vessels  may,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  be  appointed  and  commission- 
ed by  the  President  alone. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enact&i.  That  the 
sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifYy  thousand  dollars 
be  and  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  beyond  the 
appropriations  that  may  heretofore  have  been 
enarged  thereon  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
objects  of  this  act  into  effect. 

Approved,  April  27, 1798. 


An  Act  to  provide  an  additional  regiment  of  artiUerists 
and  engineers. 

Be  U  enacted,  That  an  additional  regiment  of 
artiUerists  and  engineers  shall  and  may  be  engaged 
by  voluntary  enlistments,  to  serve  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  to  be  or- 

Knized  as  follows ;  that  is  to  say :  There  shall 
one  lieutenant  colonel  commandant ;  one  adju- 
tant^ one  surgeon  ;  and  three  battalions,  each  to 
consist  of  one  major;  one  adjuiaot  aod  paymas- 
ter; one  surgeon's  mate ;  and  four  companies,  of 
one  captain,  two  lieatenants,  two  cadets  with  the 
pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  a  sergeant ;  four  ser- 
geants; four  corporals;  forty-two  privates,  sap- 
pers and  miners;  ten  artificers  to  serve  as  pri- 
vates; and  two  musicians  in  each  company. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ad- 
ditional regiment  which  shall  be  raised  pursuant 
to  this  act,  shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  time  being;  and  the  commissioned  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  artificers,  and 
musicians,  who  shall  engage  in  the  said  regiment, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  bounty,  nay,  and  al- 
lowance, respectively,  according  to  their  corres- 
pondent ranks,  as  are,  or  shall  be,  by  law,  author- 
ized and  provided  for  the  other  parts  of  the  same 
establishment,  and  shall  be  governed  by  the  same 
rules  and  artielcs  of  war,  and  shall  be  armed  and 
acctmtred,  in  such  manner  as  the  Preudent  of  the 


United  States  shall  direct,  and  shall  and  may  be 
employed  by  him  in  detachments,  or  other vti^  in 
the  field,  or  the  fortifications  upon  the  seacoatt,  u, 
in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  provide,  at  the  public  ei- 

Eense,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
[oited  Stales,  all  necessary  books,  instrumentL 
aod  apparatus,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tbeiaid 
regiment. 
Approved,  April  27, 1798. 


An  Act  for  erecting  light-housee,  and  facing  bw^ 
and  stakes  at  the  places  therein  mantiened. 

Be  it  enacted.^..  That  as  soon  as  a  cessioa 
shall  be  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  tin 
United  States,  of  the  jurisdiction  over  a  tract 
land  proper  for  the  purpose,  the  Secretary  of  ibe 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  to  be  approved  by  the  Presiseiit 
of  the  United  States,  for  building  a  light-booseoB 
Old  Point  Comfort,  in  the  said  state,  and  tofin>- 
nish  the  same  with  all  necessary  supplies;  aad 
also  to  agree  for  the  salaries  or  wages  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  Pre- 
sident lor  the  superintendence  and  care  of  the 
same;  and  that  the  President  be  authorized  lo 
make  the  said  appointments;  and  also,  thai  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  tocaate 
six  buoys  to  be  placed  near  the  entrance  of  Port- 
land harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at 
such  places  as,  in  his  opinion,  will  best  secure  the 
navigation  of  the  said  port ;  and  to  cause  the 
channel  of  Warren  river,  from  Narragansel  Baf 
to  the  port  of  Warren,  in  the  State  of  Rbo« 
Island,  to  be  staked  out  and  distinctly  marked. 

Sec.  2.  Ami  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That  tliac 
be  appropriated  aod  paid,  out  of  the  moneys  aris- 
ing from  imports  and  tonnage,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  for  the  purposes  ifoie- 
said. 

Approved.  April  37, 1798. 


An  Act  to  eataUiah  an  Executive  iDepartment,  ta  I* 
denominated  the  Department  of  the  Navy. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  shall  be  an  Bi*  i 
ecutive  Department  under  the  denominatioi  of  I 
the  Department  of  the  Navy,  the  chief  officer  cf  I 
which  shall  be  called  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTf, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  execute  such  orders  u 
he  shall  receive  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  procurementof  naval  stoR* 
and  materials,  aod  the  coustroction.  armament, 
equipmeui,  and  employment  of  vessels  of  war,  u 
well  as  all  other  matters  connected  with  the  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States. 

Sue.  2.  And  be  it  ftrther  enacted  That  a  prin- 
cipal clerk,  and  such  other  clerks  as  he  shall  thiak 
necessary,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  who  shall  be  employed  in  such  maaoer 
as  he  shall  deem  most  expedienu  In  case  of  va- 
cancy in  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  by  ronoral 
or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  priocipii 
clerk  to  take  the  charge  and  custody  of  all  ike 
boohs,  records,  and  documests  of  the  said  office 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbat  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary  be,  aad  be  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  immediately  after  he 
shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  to  take  possession  of  all  the  records, 
books,  and  documents,  and  all  other  matters  and 
things  apputaining  to  this  department,  which  are 
now  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  an 
annual  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars,  payable 
quarter  yearly  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
State^  and  the  respective  clerlu  in  the  office  of 
the  said  department,  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
pensations and  be  subject  to  the  same  reguIatioDs, 
as  are  provided  by  an  act,  suppleraeoial  to'theact, 
establishing  (he  Treasury  Department,  and  for  a 
further  compensation  to  certain  officers,  id  the 
offices  of  the  other  Executive  Departments. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  an  act,  entitled,  '^An  act  to  establish  an  Execu- 
tive Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,"  as  vests  any  of  the  powers  con- 
templated by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Departm«it  of  War,  shall  be  re- 
pealed, from  and  after  the  period  when  the  Secre- 
tary ot  the  Navy  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Ai^ved,  April  30, 1798. 


An  Act  to  anthorize  certain  officers  and  other  persons 
to  sdminiflter  osthi. 

Be  it  enacted,  j^.,  That  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
or  a  chairman  of  a  select  committee  of  either 
House,  shall  be  empowered  to  administer  oatlis 
or  affirmations  to  witnesses,  in  anyease  andec  their 
examination. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully,  absolutely,  and  falsely  swear 
or  affirm,  touching  any  matter  or  thing  material 
to  the  point  in  question,  whereto  he  or  she  shall 
be  thus  examined,  every  person  so  offending,  and 
being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall  be  subjected 
to  the  pains,  penalties^  and  disabilities,  which,  by 
law,  are  prescribed  for  the  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Approved,  May  3, 1796. 


An  Act  topplementary  lo  the  act  {woviding  for  the  fur- 
ther deianee  of  the  pwis  and  harbors  of  the  Unitwl 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated,  remain- 
ioff  unexpended,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  appropria- 
tc^  and  shall  and  may  be  paid  out  of  an  y  moneys 
not  before  appropriated,  to  make  and  complete,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  iSortificaiions  heretofore  directed  for 
oertaio  porte  and  harbors,  and  to  erect  fortifica- 
tions ia  any  other  i^e  or  places  as  the  public 


safety  shall  require,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States ;  and  which  other  forti- 
fications be  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  he 
erected,  under  his  direction,  from  time  to  time,  aa 
he  shall  judge  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  State,  which  was  found  indebted  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for 
settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,  shall,  with  the approba-^ 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
ceed to  finish  or  complete  atiy  fortifications  here- 
tofore commenced  by  such  State,  for  the  defenee- 
of  any  port  or  harbor  within  the  sam^  or  shalL 
under  ibe  direction  of  the  President  of  toe  United 
States,  make  and  erect  any  additional  fortifies' 
tions,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors within  the  United  States,"  as  well  the  pre- 
vious expenditures  made  since  the  twentieth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  expenditures  which  have 
been,  or  which  shall  be  directed  by  htm,  shall  be 
allowed  and  credited  to  such  State,  on  account  of 
the  balance  found  and  reported  as  aforesaid: 
Provided,  That  no  expenditure  exceeding  the 
balance  found  and  reported  against  the  respective 
State,  shall  be  allowed  as  aforesaid ;  and  provided, 
tbat  the  fortifications  for  which  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  expenditure,  shall  be  so  allowed  and 
credited  as  aforesaid,  with  their  privileges  and 
appurtenances,  shall  be,  and  shall  be  declared  and 
established  as  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
while  maintained  by  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  these 
words  of  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
further  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States  "  that  is  to  say,  "  Provided,  That 
the  States  shall  and  do  cede  to  the  United  States, 
the  .lands  or  places  on  which  such  fortifications 
shall  be  so  erected,  in  eases  where  the  lands  are 
the  property  of  such  States,"  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  3,  1798. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  procure  cannon,  aims,  and  smmnnitiMi ;  and  te 
other  purpOMa. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  here- 
by is  appropriated,  and  shall  and  may  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  not  before  appropriated,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  piurchase  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  sufficient  number 
of  cannon  ;  also,  a  supply  of  small  arms,  and  of 
ammunition  and  military  stores,  to  be  deposited, 
and  used,  as  wilt  be  most  condacire  to  the  puUic 
safety  and  defence,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fvrther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized,  in  case  he  shall  find  it  impractica- 
ble to  proeare  by  pnrchase,  with  certaint^  and  de- 
spatch proportionate  to  the  necessities  <n  the  pub- 
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tic  service,  the  cannon  and  arms  hereby  required, 
and  any  considerable  part  thereof  shall  be  likely 
to  be  deficient,  to  tase,  by  lease,  for  a  term  of 
fears,  or  hy  sale  in  fee,  to  the  United  States,  one 
■or  more  suitable  place  or  places  where  cannon  or 
small  arms  may  be  advantageously  cast  and  man- 
ufactured, and  shall  and  may  there  establish  foun- 
■  dries  and  armories  for  the  manufacture  of  the 
same  respect ivily.  and  shall  cause  suitable  arti< 
sans  and  laborers  to  be  there  employed  for  account 
of  the  United  States;  and  shall  and  may  appoint 
■«De  or  more  persons  to  superintend  the  said  works 
voder  the  direction  of  the  Departmeut  of  War. 
-And  an  account  of  the  expenditures  which  shall 
^  incurred  in  forming  and  employing  these  estab- 
lishments, and  of  the  cannon  and  arms  which 
shall  be  cast  and  raanufaciured  therein  respect- 
ively, shall  be  laid  before  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  at  their  next  session,  and  annually 
thereafter,  so  lone  as  the  same  shall  be  cootinued. 

Sec,  3.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
•am  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  not  before  appropriated,  for  (he  hire, 
purchase,  and  employ  oi  the  said  foundries  and 
armories,  respectivdv,  in  ease  such  establish- 
ments shall  be  founa  necessary,  as  hereinbefore 
provided. 

Approved,  May  4, 1798. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  purchaaed,  or  built,  a  number  of  small 
Tesseta,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwiie. 
Be  it  enacted,  i^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  i»  hereby,  authorized,  if 
the  same  shall  appear  to  him  necessary  for  the 

erotection  of  the  United  Stales,  to  cause  a  num- 
er  of  small  vessels,  not  exceeding  ten,  to  be  built 
or  purchased,  and  to  be  fitted  out,  manned,  armed 
ana  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  the  officers  and  men 
to  be  on  the  same  pay,  and  to  receive  the  same 
subsistence,  as  officers  of  the  same  rank  and  men 
are  entitled  to  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  futiher  enacted,  That  the 
said  officers  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  alone,  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  said  gal- 
leys or  vessels  shall  be  stationed  in  such  parts  of 
the  United  States  as  be  may  direct. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  May  4, 1798. 

An  Act  directing  the  payment  of  a  detachment  of 
militia,  for  services  peribrmed  in  the  year  one  thoa- 
land  aeven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  under  Major 
James  Ore. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aothoriz^  to  set- 
tle the  acounts  of  the  militia  who  served  on  an 
expedition  commanded  by  Major  James  Ore, 
against  the  tower  Cherokee  Iniuans,  in  the  year 


one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -(bur ;  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  ihc 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  May  8, 1798. 

An  Act  to  eimtinne  in  foree  a  part  of  an  aetre^eetiif 
the  compensation  to  the  officers  and  marinen  af  dw 
revenue  cutters. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  first  section  of  aa 
act  passed  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-!iix,  entitled  "Antci 
making  further  provision  relative  to  the  rereaue 
cutters,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued  ia 
force  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  CongreB. 

Approved,  May  8, 1798. 


Ad  Act  to  revive  and  ciHitinue  in  force  the  act  respect- 
ing the  compensatitHt  of  clerks,  and  for  other  jn- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six,  entitled  An  act  to  regulate 
the  compensation  of  clerks,"  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  revived  and  continued  in  force  until  tbe 
first  day  of  January  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  lo  the 
aggregate  of  compensation  for  clerks  in  the  piei- 
ent  year,  as  fixed  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  act, 
there  shall  be  added,  during  the  present  year,  the 
following  sums,  to  wit :  In  the  War  De|nrtmait, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  for  such  addi- 
tional clerks  as  the  Secretary  of  that  Departmcul 
shall  think  fit ;  in  the  Treasury  Department,  three 
thousand  dollars,  for  enabling  the  ComptroUet 
and  Auditor  to  employ  such  clerks  as  may  bene' 
cessary  in  adjusting  and  settling  the  accoonts 
which  originated  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Uie 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetr- 
eight  .  to  each  of  the  principal  and  engrossing  clerb 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  aod  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  also, 
the  like  sum  to  the  Serseant-at-Arms  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  to  each  of  the  Doorkeepen 
and  Assistant  Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  hereto- 
fore allowed  them  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  sums,  tojgetherwiththesumof  two  hun- 
dred dollars  addiuonal  allowance  for  a  clerk  ii 
the  Mint,  granted  by  the  aforesaid  act.  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, reserved  by  the  act  "making  provision  for 
the  debt  of  the  United  States." 

Approved,  May  14, 1798. 


An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  snuad 
and  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  aM«* 
tain  and  fix  die  Military  EstaUiahmMt  ^  dw  Uaf> 

ted  Sutes." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Brigadier  Geaeral 
who  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  ia  the  service  of 
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the  Uoited  States,  be.  and  be  hereby  is,  to  choose 
his  brigade  major  aad  inspector,  or  either  of  them, 
fi-om  the  commissioned  <^cers  in  the  line  of  the 
array  ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  repeal,  in 

Ert^  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix  the 
ilitary  Bistablishment  of  ihe  United  States,"  as 
confinea  the  choice  of  brigade  major  and  inspector 
<o  the  captains  aud  subartems  of  the  line,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  allow  to 
Mijor  Cashing  the  monthly  pay,  rations,  forage, 
and  allowances  for  the  same,  as  established  oy 
taw,  for  an  inspector,  during  the  time  he  has  acted 
in  said  capacity  by  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kiasoiL 
Approred,  May  22, 1798. 

An  Act  authwiung  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  nise  a  Prorinonal  Aimy. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in 
the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war  ufainsi  the  Uni- 
ted Statesj  or  of  actual  invasion  of  their  territory 
by  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  imminent  danger  of 
such  invasion  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist, 
before  ihe  next  session  of  Congress,  to  cause  to  be 
enlisted,  and  to  call  into  actual  service,  a  number 
of  troopi,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  non-com- 
missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  to  be 
enlisted  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years; 
each  of  whom  shall  be  entitled  lo  receive  a  boun- 
ty of  ten  dollars,  one-half  on  enlisting,  and  the 
other  half  on  joining  the  corps  to  which  he  may 
belong. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  or- 
ganize, with  a  suitable  number  of  Major  Gener- 
als, and  eonformablv  to  the  MiliUry  ^taUish- 
meat  of  the  Unitea  States,  the  said  troops  into 
corps  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  in&ntry,  as  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  service  may  require;  and.  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  alone  to  appoint  the  com- 
missioned officers.  The  apDotntment  of  the  field 
facers  to  be  submitted  to  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  at  their  next  subseqaent  meeting. 
The  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  iwivates,  raised  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
army,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  clothing, 
rations,  forage,  and  all  other  emoluments,  bounty 
excepted,  and  in  case  of  wounds  or  disability,  re- 
ceived in  service,  to  the  same  compensation  as 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  are  by  taw  en- 
tiUed. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  ^rther  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  tlie  aforesaid  number  of  troops,  the  Presi- 
dent is  hereby  empowered,  at  any  time  within 
three  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  in  his 
opinion  the  public  interest  shall  require,  to  ac- 
cept of  any  company  or  companies  of  volunteers, 
eitbei  of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry,  who 
may  associate  and  offer  themselves  for  the  ser- 


vice, who  shall  be  armed,  clothed,  and  equip- 
ped at  their  own  expense,  and  whose  commis- 
sioned officers  the  President  is  hereliy  author- 
ized to  appoint ;  who  shall  be  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  do  military  duty  at  any  time  the  Presi- 
dent shall  judge  proper,  within  two  years  after  he 
shall  accept  the  same ;  and  when  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  and  while  remaining  in  the  same, 
shall  be  undet  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  ana 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  f(»:age, 
and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  exeepcing  bounty 
and  clothiog,  as  the  other  troops  to  be  raised  by 
this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  jurther  enaxAed,  That  in  case 
any  such  volunteer,  while  in  actual  service,  and 
in  the  line  of  his  duty,  sustains  any  damage,  by 
injury  done  to  his  horse,  arms,  or  equipage^  or  by 
loss  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or  neghgenee 
on  bis  part,  a  reasonable  sum,  to  be  ascertained  in 
such  manner  as  the  President  shall  direct,  shall 
be  allowed  for  each  and  every  such  damage  or 
loss. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  President  sliall  deem  it  expedient,  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  comtuander 
of  the  army  which  may  be  raised  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  and  who,  being  commissioned  as  Li«i> 
tenant  General,  may  be  aathorized  to  command 
■he  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  following  pay  and  emoluments,  viz : 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  monthly  pay,  fifty 
dollars  monthly  allowance  for  forage,  when  the 
same  shall  not  be  provided  by  the  United  States, 
and  forty  rations  per  day,  or  money  in  lieu  there- 
of at  the  current  price,  who  shall  tiave  authority 
to  appoint,  from  time  lo  time,  such  number  of 
aids  not  exceeding  four,  and  secretaries  not  ex- 
ceeding two,  as  he  may  judge  proper,  each  to 
have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  lieuten- 
ant  coloneL 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaxted.  That  when- 
ever the  President  shall  deem  it  expedient,  he  is 
hereby  empowered,  by  and  wit)*  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  an  Inspector  Gen- 
eral with  the  rank  of  Major  General,  and  the  Ma- 
jor Generals  aud  Inspector  General  shall  each  be 
entitled  to  the  follow^ing  pay  and  emolument^' 
viz:  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  monthly  pay, 
twenty  dollars  monthly  allowance  for  forag& 
when  the  same  is  not  provided  by  the  Unitea 
States,  and  fifteen  rations  per  day,  or  money  in 
lieu  thereof  at  the  current  price ;  and  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  aids, 
each  of  whom  shall  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emol- 
uments of  a  major.  And  at  the  lime  aforesaid, 
the  President  is  further  empowered,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
an  Adjutant  General,  who  shall  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier  general.  And 
the  President  is  hereby^  authorized  alone  to  ap- 
point, from  time  to  time,  when  he  shall  judge 
proper,  assistant  inspectors  to  every  separate  por- 
tion of  the  army,  consisting  of  one  or  more  divis- 
ions, who  shall  be  deputy  adjutant  generals  there- 
of, respectively,  and  who  sluill  be  uken  from  the 
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line  of  thearmf,  and  allowed,  id  addition  to  their 
pa^,  eight  dollars  per  month ;  and  likewiste  to  ap- 
point inspectors  and  sub-inspectors  to  each  bri- 
^Ae  and  corps  of  erery  description,  at  his  discre- 
tion, taking  them  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and 
they  shall  each  receive,  while  aetiog  in  said  capa- 
city, an  additional  pay  of  six  dollars  per  month. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fvrther  enacted,  Tlut  in 
case  the  President  shall  iudge  the  employment  of 
a  quartermaster  ffeDeral,  pnysican  general,  and 
paymaster  ^nera^  or  either  of  them,  essential  to 
the  public  interest,  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  the  same  accordingly,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  which 
follow,  viz:  quartermaster  general,  the  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  physi- 
cian general  and  paymaster  general,  each  the^y 
and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant  colonel:  Pro- 
vided, That  in  case  the  President  shall  judge  it 
expedient  to  appoint  a  commander  of  the  army, 
an  inspector  general,  adjutant  general,  quarter- 
master general,  {Aysieian  general,  and  paymaster 
general,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  any  or 
all  of  said  appointments,  and  grant  commissions 
thereon,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  the  Senate  thereafter. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enatUed,  That  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  regula- 
tions and  emolumeats  of  recruiting  officers :  pun- 
ishment of  persons  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a 
soldier  to  desert,  or  shall  purchase  his  arms,  uni- 
form, clothing,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  every  commanding  officer  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  who  snail  receive  on  board  his  snip  or 
ressel  as  one  of  his  crew,  knowing  him  to  have 
deserted,  or  otherwise  carry  away  any  soldier,  or 
refuse  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  orders  of  his  coro- 
mtuiding  officer ;  and  the  law  respecting  the  oath 
or  affirmation  to  be  taken  by  officers,  noa-eommis- 
sioned  officers,  musicians, and  privates;  and  respect- 
ing the  inserting  of  conditions  in  the  enlistments; 
and  all  other  taws  respecting  theMilitary  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  excepting  in  such  cases 
where  different  and  specific  regulations  are  made 
by  this  act,  shall  be  in  force  and  apply  to  all  per- 
sons, matters,  and  things  within  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  triis  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  were  they  inserted  at  large  in  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  And  oe  it  further  enaaed,  That  the 
commander  of  the  army,  inspector  general,  adju- 
tant general,  quartermaster  general,  physician 
general,  and  paymaster  general,  and  the  general, 
field,  and  commissioned  officers  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  respestively 
continue  in  commission  during  such  term  only 
as  the  President  shall  judge  requisite  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  to  discharge  the  whole  or  any  pert  of 
the  troops,  which  may  be  raised  or  accepted  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  whenever  he  snail  judge 
the  measure  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
commissioned  or  staff  officer,  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to 


receive  pay  or  emoluments  until  be  shall  be  called 
into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer  time  tbu 
he  shall  continue  therein :  Provided,  Notbiag  is 
this  section  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  captain 
and  subalterns  from  reeeiving  pay  and  emdi- 
ments  while  employed  in  the  recruiting  ■erriee: 
And,  provided  aUo,  That  no  enlistment  sbaU  nk 
place  by  virtue  of  this  act  after  three  yean  fttn 
the  passing  thereof. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  his  discretion,  upon  the  request  of 
any  militia  corps,  established  by  law  in  any  Slate, 
disposed  to  inform  themselves  in  the  use  of  artil- 
lery, or  the  Executive  of  any  Sute,  in  behalf  of 
such  corps,  to  suffer  to  be  loaned  to  them  ndi 
pieces,  not  exceeding  two  to  any  one  corps  of  tlie 
field  artillery  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  may  be  most 
conveniently  spared,  to  be  taken,  removed,  and  r- 
turned,  at  the  expense  of  the  party  reqnesiiiig; 
who  are  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  aod  to 
give  receipts  accordingly. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  ibc 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  when,  under  his  orders,  sdt 
portion  of  the  militia,  or  any  volun  teer  corps,  shall 
be  called  forth  and  engaged  in  the  actual  seiviee 
of  the  United  States,  to  suffer  to  be  loaned,  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive  of  the  State  from  wbicb 
such  militia  shall  be  called  forth,  or  of  such  rol- 
unteer  corps,  appearing  to  be  uiiavoidabl]r  ^ 
cient,  a  siipply  of  field  artillery,  arms,  and  aecoQ- 
treraents  from  the  arsenals  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  case  may  require ;  proper  receipts  and  seco- 
rity  being  given  to  be  accountable  to  retara  the 
same,  the  accidents  of  the  service  excepted. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  aod  he  u 
hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  purchased  and 
procured  a  quantity  of  caps,  swords,  or  sabres,iiid 
pistols  with  bolsters,  not  exceeding  wbat  maybe 
sufficient  for  four  thousand  cavalry,  and  to  be  de- 

EDsited  in  the  parts  of  the  United  States  where 
e  shall  deem  it  most  convenient,  for  the  supply (rf 
any  corps  of  cavalry  which  shall  be  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  and  which  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  may  loan  npoa  the 
terms  and  the  like  receipts,  to  be  accouDtable 
as  hereinbefore  provided.  And  for  this  purpose, 
and  towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  dht 
be  necessarily  incurred  before  the  next  aessios  of 
Congress,  in  executing  the  other  purposes  of  this 
act,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  shall  be,  and  is  Tiereby,  appropriated,  and 
shall  and  may  be  paid  at  the  Trwwary.  under  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  otn 
of  any  money  not  already  appropriated. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
private  soldiers  who  are,  and  who  shall  be,  enlist- 
ed and  employed  in  the  service  of  the  UnitM 
States,  shall  be,  aod  they  are  hereby,  exempted, 
durine  their  term  of  service,  from  all  personal 
rests  for  any  debt  or  contract.  And  whenever 
any  soldier  shall  be  arrested,  whether  by  tnW 

Erocess  or  in  execution,  contrary  to  the  iniwt 
ereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge  of  im 
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District  Court  of  tbe  district  in  which  the  arrest 
shall  happen,  and  of  any  instice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  of  any  court  or 
judge  of  a  State,  who,  by  the  laws  of  such  Suie, 
are  authorized  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  re- 
^teetirely,  on  application  by  any  officer  of  the 
corps  in  which  such  soldier  shall  be  engaged,  to 
grant  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  retamable  before 
himself;  and,  upon  due  beariDg:  and  examiiMtioo, 
in  a  summary  manner,  to  dischar^  the  soldier 
from  such  arrest,  taking  common  bait,  if  required, 
in  any  case  upon  mesne  process,  and  commit  him 
to  the  applicant,  or  some  other  officer  of  the  same 
corps. 

ApproTed,  May  J^,  1796. 

An  Act  more  afibctnally  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
coasts  of  tbe  United  States. 

Whereas  armed  Tessels  sailing  under  authority, 
or  pretence  of  authority,  from  the  Republic  of 
France,  hare  committed  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  have  recently 
captured  tbe  vessels  aud  property  of  citizens  there- 
of, on  and  near  the  coast,  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  treaties  between  the  Uoited  States 
and  the  French  nation :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Presideotof  the  United  States,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  to  instruct  and  direct  the  command- 
ers of  the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  Uniied 
States,  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of 
tbe  United  States,  to  be  proceeded  against  ac- 
cording to  the  law«  of  nations,  any  such  armed 
vessel  which  shall  have  committed,  or  which 
shall  be  found  hovering  on  the  coasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  purpose  of  committing,  depreda- 
tions on  the  vessels  faielon^ing  to  citizens  thereof; 
and,  also,  to  retake  any  ship  or  vessel,  of  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  may 
have  been  captured  by  any  such  armed  vessel. 

Approved.  May  88, 1798. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  relief  of  pertona  imprieoiied 
for  debu  due  to  the  United  States. 

Be  t£  enacted,  That  any  person  imprisoned 
upon  execution  issuing  from  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  a  debt  due  to  the  United  States, 
which  he  shall  be  unable  to  pay,  may,  at  any  time 
after  commitment,  make  application,  in  writing, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  case,  and  his  inability  to  dis- 
ehaice  the  debt ;  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  lawful 
fnr  ue  said  Secretary  to  make,  or  require  to  be 
made,  an  examinatioo  and  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  debtor,  either  by  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  the  debtor,  (which  the  said  Secretary, 
or  any  other  person  by  him  specially  appointed,  are 
lienbjr  authorized  toadmioister,)  or  otherwise,  as 
the  said  Secretary  shall  deem  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient, to  ascertain  the  trntb :  and  upon  proof 
being  made  to  his  satisfhetion,  tiut  snch  debtor  is 
onabfe  to  pav  the  debt  for  iHiixth  he  is  imprisoned, 
and  that  he  bath  not  concealed,  or  made  any  con- 
reyance  of  bis  estate,  in  trust,  for  himself,  or  with 
an  intent  to  defraud  the  United  States,  or  deprive 


them  of  their  legal  priurity,  the  said  Secretary  is 
hereby  authorized  to  receive  from  !>uch  debtor, 
any  deed,  assignment,  or  conveyance  of  tbe 
real  or  personal  estate  of  such  debtor,  if  any 
he  haih,  or  any  collateral  security,  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States ;  and  upon  a  compliance  by  the 
debtor  with  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  said 
Secretary  may  judge  reasonable  and  |»oper,tm- 
der  all  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  to  issue  his  order, 
under  his  hand,  to  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  direct- 
ing him  to  discharge  such  debtor  from  his  impris- 
onment under  such  execution,  and  he  shall  be  ac- 
cordingly discharged,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  again  for  tbe  said  debt ;  but  the  judg- 
ment shall  remain  good  and  sufficient  in  law,  and 
may  be  satisfied  out  of  any  estate  which  may 
then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  belong  to  the 
debtor. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
under  this  act,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  pei^ 
jury,  and  be  subject  to  the  pains  aud  penalties 
provided  in  the  third  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt." 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  the 
benefit  of  this  act  sHall  not  be  extended  to  any 
person  imprisoned  for  any  fine,  forfeiture,  or  pen- 
alty, incurred  by  a  breach  of  any  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  for  moneys  bad  and  received  by  any 
officer,  agent,  or  other  person,  for  their  use. 

Ai^rored,  June  6, 1796. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  fbr 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Be  it  enacts,  fc.,  That  any  person  imprisoned 
upon  process  issuing  from  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  any  civil  action,  against  whom  judg- 
ment has  been,  or  shall  be  recovered,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  tbe  privileges  and  relief  provided  by  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt,"  under  the  regulations  and  re- 
strictions of  the  same  act,  after  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  from  the  time  such  judgment  has 
been,  or  shall  be,  recovered,  Ibough  the  creditor 
should  not,  within  that  time,  sue  out  his  execu- 
tion, and  chaive  the  debtor  therewith. 

Approved,  June  6, 1796. 

An  Act  respecting  Loan  Office  end  final  settlement 
certificates,  indents  of  interest,  and  the  unfunded  or 
registered  debt,  credited  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  so  much  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of 
the  pnblie  debt,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  as 
bars  from  settlement  or  allowance,  certificates, 
commonly  called  Loan  Office  and  final  settlement 
certificates,  and  indents  of  interest,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  tbe  term  of  one 
year,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act;  a  notifi- 
cation of  which  temporary  suspension  of  the  act  of 
limitation  shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasury,  for  the  information  of  the  holders 
of  the  aaid  certificates,  in  one  or  more  of  the  pub- 
lic oapers  in  each  of  the  United  States. 

S£c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  the 
UqnidatioD  aod  settlement  of  such  of  the  said  cer- 
tificates and  indents  of  interest,  as  may  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the 
creditors  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  certificates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States, 
equal  to  the  said  indents,  and  the  arrearages  of 
interest  due  on  their  said  certificates,  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  one. 

Sec.  3.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
principal  sums  of  the  said  Loan  Office  and  final 
settlement  certificates,  with  the  interest  thereon, 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  shall  and  may  be  dis- 
charged, after  liquidation  at  the  Treasury,  the 
payment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  oi  princi- 
pal, equal  to  the  sums  which  have  been  payable 
thereon,  if  theitaid  certificates  had  been  subscrib- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  acts  making  provision  for  the 
debts  of  the  United  States,  contracted  during  the 
late  war,  and  by  the  payment  of  other  sums,  eqnal 
to  the  market  value  of  the  remaining  funded 
stock  which  would  have  been  created  by  subscrip- 
tions as  aforesaid  \  which  market  value  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  4.  Aim.  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai,  from 
And  sAer  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  issue,  or 
cause  to  be  issued,  any  certificates  of  roistered  or 
unfunded  debt;  and  that,  to  satisfy  such  claims 
for  services,  or  supplies,  furnished  or  done  prior  to 
the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitution  of 
die  United  States,  as  shall  be  allowed  according 
to  law,  and  the  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas- 
ury, there  be  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  required  to  reimburse,  or  cause  to 
be  reimbursed,  the  principal  sums  of  the  unfunded 
or  registered  debt  of  the  United  States,  credited 
■on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  Commissioners 
of  Loans ;  and  that  they  cause  a  notification  to  be 
published^  ioforming  the  creditors^  generally,  ol 
the  said  reimbursement,  and  that  mterest  on  the 
said  debts  will  cease  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months  after  the  date  of  the  said  notification  ;  and 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  nioety  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  debts 
aforesaid,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  7.  And  oe  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  creditors  of  the  unfunded  or  re- 
gistered debt  aforesaid,  to  receive  certificates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  stock,  equal  to  the  arrear- 


ages of  interest  due  to  Uiem,  respeetivdy,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  serenhiB- 
dred  and  ninety-one ;  and  on  the  requisition  of 
each  or  any  of  the  said  creditors,  the  proper  eft- 
cers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  required  to  issue, 
or  cause  to  be  issued,  the  said  certificates  of  fond* 
ed  three  per  cent,  stock  accordingly. 
Approred,  June  13, 1798. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  Milituy  EiUfc- 
lishment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hnadnd 
and  ninety-eight,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enaciedj  ^c.  That,  for  the  suppOTt  of  tit 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thoosand 
seven  hundred  and  nioety  eight,  the  pay  and  sob- 
sistence  of  the  officers.and  men ;  bounties  and  jn- 
miums;  the  clothing,  hospital,  ordnance,  qua^te^ 
master's  and  Indian  departments;  the  defeosire 
protection  of  the  frontiers ;  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  War  Department  and  the  paymat  of 
military  oensions,  the  sum  of  one  million  four  bmi- 
dred  ana  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  aid 
ninety-eigbt  dollars,  (including  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dol&ra  Already  appropriated  ot 
account,)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated;  tbatii 
to  say; 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutei 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  Army, 
the  sum  of  forty  thousand  six  hundred  and  MXtf- 
one  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  non-commissioiied 
officers  and  privates,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  sad 
forty-seven  thousaim  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  dollars. 

For  forage,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  eigb 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars. 

For  equipments  ior  one  company  of  caTshy, 
two  thousand  one  hundred  aod  forty  dollars. 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry  to  replace  tkost 
which  may  die  or  become  unlit  for  service^  iIk 
sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  clothing,  the  sum  of  eighty-three  thoaoBd 
and  fifty  dcJlars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  thuty- 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  hospital  department,  the  sum  of  Ui 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  ordnance  department,  the  nmi  of  forty- 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dc^tis. 

For  the  Indian  department,  the  following  snot, 
that  is  to  say : 

For  the  payment  of  anaaities  to  the  SixNtr 
tions,  Chickasaws,  Cherokees,  and  Credu,  the 
sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  attending  the  transpomtioe 
of  goods  for  the  above  mentioned  annuities,  iht 
sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  promoting  civilization,  and  pay  of  tempo- 
rary agents,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dt^lan 

For  rations  to  Indians  at  Uie  difierent  milila(| 
posts,  and  within  their  respe^ivenatiDns,  tbesu 
of  twenty  thousand  dolbrs. 
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For  baiMiog  a  grUt  and  saw  mill  for  the  use  of 
the  Stockbridge  Indians,  agreeably  to  a  treaty,  in 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
three  thonsand  dcdlars. 

For  coatingeat  expenses  for  presents  to  Indians 
on  their  visits  to  the  seat  of  QoTemment.  and  ex- 
penses attendine  their  journeys,  and  during  their 
stay  in  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lar». 

For  the  defensive  protection  the  frmtiers  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  erection  and  re- 
pair of  forts  and  forttficaticHis,  the  sam  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  loss  of  stOTes,  allotorances  to  officers  on  be- 
ing ordered  to  distant  commaDds,  and  for  special 
purposes,  advertising  and  apprehending  dea^ters, 
IHrinting,  for  purchasing  of  maps,  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  A<A- 
lars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalids  of  the 
Uaited  States,  for  their  pensions,  from  the  6th  of 
March,  ooe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  to  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-^ine,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  two  thousand  and  sixty-seven  d<^ 
lars  and  seven  cents. 

For  the  construction  and  repair  of  certain  ves- 
sels on  the  lakes,  in  the  service  of  Government, 
and  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  same,  sixteen  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria^ 
timM  for  the  subsistence  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  one  tbonsaad  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  thousand  ooe  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars  and  ninety-fiTe  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  expense  of  the  quartermaster's  and 
Indian  depertoKnts;  the  defensive  protection  of 
the  frontins,  bounties,  and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  War. Department,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  the 
sum  of  fifty-four  thousand  six  huodrea  and  ninety- 
four  dollars. 

Bbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ap- 
propriations hereinliefore  made,  shall  be  paid  and 
discharged  out  of  the  sutptus  of  the  revenue  and 
income  beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore 
charged  thereon,  to  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

Approved,  June  12, 179S. 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies 
theieoC 

Be  it  enacted,  That  no  ship  or  vessel,  own- 
ed, hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  hy  any 
person  resident  within  the  Uaited  States,  and 
which  shall  depart  therefrom  after  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  direcdy,  or 
from  any  intermediate  poti  or  place,  to  any  port 
or  place  within  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, or  the  dependencies  thereof,  or  to  any  place  in 
the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  under  the  acknow- 


ledged government  of  France,  or  shall  be  employ- 
ed  in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with,  or  for  any 
person  resident  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  under 
the  authority  of  the  French  Republic.  And  if 
any  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  voyage  thereafter  com- 
mencing, and  before  her  return  within  the  United 
States,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  suffered  to 
proceed  to  any  French  port  or  place  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the 
intent  hereof,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  together 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue, 
the  one  hair  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  halt  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  ^all  inform 
and  prosecute  for  the  same;  and  shall  be  liable  to 
be  seized,  proaecuted,  and  oondemned  in  any  eir^ 
cuit  or  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  whiek 
shall  be  bolden  within  or  for  the  district  where  the 
seizure  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  2  Afid  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  after  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  no  clearance  for  a  foreign 
voyage  shall  be  granted  to  any  ship  or  vessel, 
owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  resident  within  the  United  States,  un- 
til a  bond  shall  be  given  to  the  use  of  ^e  United 
States,  wherein  the  owner  or  employer,  if  usually 
resident  or  present,  where  the  clearance  shall  M 
required,  and  otherwise  bis  agent  or  factor,  and 
the  Boaster  or  captain  of  such  ship  or  vessel  for 
the  intended  voyage,  shall  he  parties,  in  a  sum 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  her 
cargo,  and  shall  find  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
to  the  amount  of  ime  half  the  value  thereof,  with 
ecmdttion  that  the  same  shall  not,  during  her  in- ' 
tended  voyage,  or  before  her  retara  within  the 
United  States,  proceed,  or  be  carried,  directly  or^ 
indirectly,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  territory  ■ 
of  the  French  Republic,  or  the  dependencies  there- 
of, or  any  pUce  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere, 
under  the  acknowledged  govemmeut  of  Franee, 
unless  by  distress  of  weather,  or  want  of  provisions.' 
or  by  actual  force  and  violence,  to  be  fully  proved 
and  manifested  berore  the  acquittance  of  such 
bond ;  and  that  such  vessel  is  not,  or  shall  not  be 
employed  during  her  intended  voyage,  or  before 
her  return  as  aforesaid,  in  any  traffic  or  commerce 
with  or  tor  any  person  resident  within  the  territo- 
ry of  that  Republic,  or  in  any*  of  the  dependencies 
thereof. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  due  notice  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  no 
French  ship  or  veud,  armea  or  unarmed,  commis- 
sioned  by  or  for,  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  Republic,  or  owned,  fitted,  hired,  or  em- 
ployed by  any  person  resident  within  the  territory 
of  tnat  R^epubhc,  or  any  of  the  dependencies  there- 
of, or  sailing  or  coming  therefrom,  excepting  any 
vessel  to  which  the  President  of  the  United  Statee 
shall  grant  a  passport,  which  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  grant  in  all  cas^  where  it  shall  be  requi- 
site for  the  purposes  of  any  political  or  natioual 
intercourse,  shall  be  allowed  an  entry,  or  to  remain 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  unless 
driven  there  by  distress  of  weather,  or  in  want  of 
provisions.  And  if,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 
any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found  within  the 
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jurisdieiicnuU  limits  of  the  United  States,  not  be- 
ing  liable  to  seizure  for  any  other  caus^  tne  com- 
pany iMving  charge  thereof  shall  be  required  to 
depart  and  carry  away  the  same,  avoiding  all  un- 
necessary delay;  and  if  they  shall,  notwithstand- 
ing, remain,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  eoUector  of 
the  district,  wherein,  or  nearest  to  which  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be,  to  seize  and  detain  the  same,  at 
tbe  expense  of  the  United  States;  Provided,  That 
ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  bimajide  the  prop- 
erty of,  or  hired  or  employed  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  be  excepted  from  this  probibi- 
tion  until  the  first  day  of  December  next,  aod  no 
longer;  And  provided,  That  in  the  case  of  vessels 
hereby  prohibited  which  shall  be  driroi  by  distress 
of  weather,  or  waDt  of  provisions,  into  any  port  or 
place  of  the  United  States,  they  may  be  sofiered 
to  remain  under  the  custody  of  the  collector  there, 
or  nearest  thereto,  until  suitable  repairs  or  supplies 
can  be  obtained,  and  as  soon  as  mar  be  thereafter 
shall  be  required  and  suffered  to  depart ;  but  no 
part  of  the  fading  of  such  vessel  shall  be  taken  out 
or  disposed  of,  unless  by  the  special  permit  of  such 
collector,  or  to  defray  the  onaroidable  expense  of 
BUeh  repairs  or  supplies. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  eud  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  5.  Provided,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  if,  before  tbe  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
Governmeot  of  France,  and  all  persons  acting  by 
or  under  their  authority,  shall  clearly  disavow, 
and  shall  be  found  to  refrain  from  the  aggressions 
dei^edations,  and  hostilities  which  have  been,  and 
are  by  them  encouraged  and  maintained  against 
the  vessels  and  other  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  agamst  tb«r  national  rights 
and  sovereignty,  in  violation  of  tbe  faith  of  trea- 
ties, and  the  laws  of  nations,  and  shall  thereby  ac- 
knowledge the  just  claims  of  the  United  States  to 
be  considered  as  in  all  respects  neutral,  and  un- 
connected in  the  present  European  war,  if  the 
same  shall  be  continued,  then  and  thereupon  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  being  well  ascertained  of  the  premises,  to 
remit  and  discontinue  the  prohibitions  and  re- 
stain  is  h»eby  enacted  and  declared ;  and  he  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  proclama- 
tion thereof  accordingly :  i*r«JKiedl,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  extend  to  any  ship  or 
Teasel  to  which  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
■ball  a  permission  to  enter  or  clear ;  which 
permisBion  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant  to  ves- 
ada  which  shall  be  ac^y  employed  in  any  purpose 
of  political  or  national  intercourse,  or  to  aid  the 
departure  of  any  French  persons,  with  thdr  ^oods 
and  effects,  who  shall  have  been  resident  within 
the  United  States,  when  he  may  think  it  requisite. 

Approved,  June  13, 1798. 


An  Act  ■opplemeataiy  to  and  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  Matu- 
raliiatiiHi,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on 
that  sutpject 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  no  alien  shall  be  ad- 


mitted to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  Stat&  unless,  in  the  manner  preseiibed 
by  the  act,  entitled  "Anact  to  establish  an  unifotm 
rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject,**  he  shall  have  de- 
clared his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  five  years,  at  least,  before  his  ad- 
mission, and  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  applicatiu 
to  be  admitted,  declare  and  prove,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  case, 
that  be  has  resided  within  the  United  States  four- 
teen years,  at  least,  and  within  the  State  or  Terri- 
.tory  where  or  for  which  such  court  is  at  the  lime 
held,  five  years,  at  least,  besides  conforming  to  the 
other  declarations,  r«aunciations,  and  proofs,  by 
the  said  act  required,  anything  therein,  to  the 
contrary  hereof,  notwithstanding :  Provided,  That 
any  alien,  who  was  rending  wiuiin  the  limits,  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  befiNe 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  ihoUsai^ 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  may,  within  one 
yearafier  the  passing  of  this  act;  and  any  alien 
who'sball  have  made  the  declaration  of  bis  intra- 
tion  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in 
conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establisQ  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  oo 
that  subject,"  may,  within  four  years  after  having 
made  tbe  declaration  aforesaid,  be  admitted  to 
become  a  citizen,  in  tbe  manner  prescribed  by  the 
said  act,  upon  his  making  proof  that  he  has  resi- 
ded five  ^ears,  at  least,  within  the  limits,  and  no- 
der  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United  States:  And 
provided,  also.  That  no  alien,  who  shall  be  a  na- 
tive citizen,  denizen,  or  sabjeet  of  any  nntion  or 
State  with  whom  the  United  Slates  shall  be  at 
war,  at  the  time  of  his  appUeation,  shall  be  then 
admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  IJnited  Stales. 
■^Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtho'  enacted^  That  it  sbi^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  or  other  recording  oflSeer, 
of  the  court  before  whom  a  declaration  Ima  beMj 
or  sball  be,  made,  by  any  alien  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  Unitad  States,  to  cenifr 
and  transmit  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  m 
State  of  the  United  States,  to  be  there  filed  and 
recorded,  an  abstract  of  such  declaration,  in  which, 
when  hereafter  made,  shall  be  a  suitable  descrip- 
tion of  the  name,  age,  nation,  residence,  and  occu- 
pation, for  the  time  being,  of  the  alien ;  such  cer- 
tificate to  be  made,  in  all  cases,  where  the  decla- 
ration has  been  or  sball  be  made,  before  the  past- 
ing of  this  act,  within  three  mnths  thereamt; 
and,  in  all  other  eases,  within  two  months  after 
the  declaration  sball  be  received  bv  the  coort: 
And,  in  all  cases  hereafter  arising,  there  shall  be 
paid  to  the  clerk,  or  recording  officer  as  aforesaid, 
to  defray  the  expense  of  such  abstract  and  certi- 
ficate, a  fee  of  two  dollars ;  and  the  clerk  or  idfieer 
to  whom  such  fee  shall  be  paid  or  tendered,  who 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  and  certify  an 
abstract,  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  die 
sum  of  ten  dollars. 

Sbc.  3,  And  be  it further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  naturalization  heretofore  permitted,  or 
which  shall  be  permitted,  under  the  laws  of  die 
United  States,  a  eotificate  shall  be  made  to,  and 
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filed  io,  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  cod- 
Miiuiig  a  copy  of  the  record  respecting  the  alieD, 
mi  the  decree  or  order  of  admission  by  the  court 
before  whom  the  proeeedinsa  horeto  have  been, 
or  shall  be,  had :  And  it  shul  be  the  duty  of  the 
clerk,  or  other  recordiuff  oflGrer  of  such  court,  to 
make  and  transmit  suco  certiOcate,  in  all  cases 
which  have  already  occurred,  within  three  months 
after  the  [nosing  of  this  act;  and.  in  all  future 
cases,  within  two  months  from  and  after  the  oat- 
uralization  of  an  alien  shall  be  granted  by  any 
court  competent  thereto;  And,  in  all  future  cases, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  such  clerk,  or  recording 
officer,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  as  a  fee  for  such 
ccnificate,  before  the  naturalization  prayed  for 
shall  be  allowed:  And  the  clerk  or  recording  offi- 
cer, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  aod  transmit 
the  certificate  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  convicted 
of  a  wilful  neglect  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  for  each  and  eTeTTofibnee. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fteriher  enacted,  That  all 
white  persons,  aliens,  (aeendited  foreign  minis- 
ter^ consuls,  or  asents,  their  families  and  dom^s- 
tic^  excepted,)  who,  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall  c<MiUnae  to  reside,  or  who  shall  arrive,  or 
come  to  reside  id  any  port  or  place  within  the 
territory  of  the  Uaited  States,  shall  be  rcporttd, 
if  free,  and  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  by 
themselves,  or  being  under  the  age  twenty-one 
years,  or  holden  in  service,  by  their  parent,  guar- 
diao,  master,  or  mistress,  in  whose  care  they  shall 
be,  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  district, 
if  liTiog  witbin  ten  miles  of  the  port  or  place  in 
which  their  residence  or  arrival  shall  be,  and, 
otherwise,  to  the  collector  of  such  port  or  place, 
or  some  officer  or  other  person  there,  or  nearest 
thereto,  who  shall  be  authorized,  by  the  President 
(rf'thetTnited  States,  to  register  aliens:  Andre- 
port,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  in  all  cases  of 
residence,  within  six  months  fiom  and  aAer  the 
passio^  of  this  act,  and,  in  all  after  cases,  within 
forty-eight  hours  aAer  the  first  arrival  or  coming 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States;  and  sbafi 
aseertain  the  sex,  |ilaee  of  birth,  age,  nation,  place 
of  allegiance  or  citizenship,  condition  or  occupa- 
tion, and  place  of  actual  or  intended  residence 
within  the  United  Sutes,  of  the  alien  or  aliens 
reported,  and  by  whom  report  is  made.   And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  or  other  officer  or 
person,  authorized,  who  shall  receive  such  report, 
to  record  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  grant  to  the  person  making  the 
report,  aod  to  each  individual  concerned  therein, 
whenever  reqaiied,  a  eotificate  of  saeh  report  and 
registry;  and  whenever  such  report  and  registry 
snail  be  made  to,  and  by  any  officer  or  person  au- 
thorized as  aforesaid,  other  than  the  elerk  of  the 
district  court,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  officer, 
or  other  pereon,  to  certify  and  transmit,  witbin 
three  months  thereafter,  a  transcript  of  such  regis- 
try, to  the  said  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
district  in  which  the  same  shall  happen ;  who  shall 
file  the  same  in  his  office,  and  shall  enter  and 
transcribe  the  same  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  by  him 
for  that  purp(^.   And  the  clerk,  officer,  or  other 
person  authorized  to  register  aliens,  shall  be  enti- 


tled to  receive,  for  each  report  and  registry,  of 
one  individual,  or  family  of  individuals,  the  sum 
of  fifty  cents,  and  for  every  certificate  of  a  report 
and  registry  the  sum  of  fiity  cents,  to  be  paid  by 
the  person  making  or  requiring  the  same,  respec- 
tively. And  the  clerk  of  the  district  courL  to 
whom  a  return  of  the  registry  of  any  alien  snail 
have  been  made,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  suceessca'of 
such  clerk,  and  of  any  other  officer  or  person  au- 
thorized to  register  aliens,  who  shall  hold  any 
former  registry,  shall  and  mav  grant  certificates 
thereof,  to  the  same  effect  as  tne  original  register 
might  do.  And  the  clerk  of  each  district  court 
shall,  during  one  year  from  tbe  passing  of  this  act, 
make  monthly  returns  to  the  Department  of  State, 
of  all  aliens  registered  and  returned,  as  aforesaid, 
in  his  office. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  every 
alien,  who  shall  continue  to  reside,  or  who  shall 
arrive,  as  aforesaid,  of  whom  a  report  is  required 
as  aforesaid,  who  ^all  refuse  or  neglect  to  make 
such  report,and  to  receive  a  certificate  thereof,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars;  and  any 

{'ustiee  of  the  peace,  or  other  civil  magistrate,  who 
las  authority  to  require  surety  of  the  peace,  shall 
and  ma^,  on  complaint  to  him  made  thereoi,  cause 
such  aliui  to  be  brought  before  him,  there  to  give 
surety  of  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  during  his 
residence  within  the  United  States,  or  for  such 
term  as  the  justice  or  other  magistrate  shall  deem 
reasonable,  and  until  a  report  aod  registry  of  such 
alien  shall  be  made,  and  a  certificate  thereof,  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid;  and  io  failure  of  such  surety, 
such  alien  shall  and  may  be  committed  to  the 
common  jail,  and  shall  tie  there  held,  until  the 
order  which  the  justice  or  magistrate  shall  and 
may  reasonably  make,  in  the  prantna,  shall  be 
performed.  And  every  person,  whether  alioo,  or 
other,  having  the  care  of  any  alien  or  aliens,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  of  any  white  alien 
holden  in  service,  who  shall  refuse  and  neglect  to 
make  report  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  two  dollars,  for  each  and  every  such 
minor  or  servant,  monthly,  and  every  month,  until 
a  report  and  registry,  and  a  certificate  thereof, 
shall  be  had,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  in 
respect  to  every  alien,  who  shall  come  to  reside 
within  the  United  States  after  the  pawing  of  this 
act,  the  lime  of  the  registry  of  such  alien  shall  be 
taken  to  be  the  time  when  tbe  term  of  residence 
within  tbe  limits,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  shall  have  commenced,  in  case 
of  an  aj^ication  by  such  alien,  to  be  admitted 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  a  eertifi- 
eate  of  such  registry  shall  be  required,  in  proof  of 
the  term,  of  residency  by  the  court  to  whom  such 
applications  shall  and  may  be  made. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  alt  and 
singular  tbe  penalties  established  by  this  act  shall 
and  may  be  recovered  in  the  name,  and  to  the  use, 
of  any  person  who  will  iaf(»m  and  sue  for  the 
same,  before  any  judge,  justice,  or  court,  having 
jurisdiction  in  such  case,  and  to  the  amount  w 
such  penalty,  respectively. 
Approved,  June  18, 1798. 
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An  Act  to  amead  the  act,  eatitled  **  An  act  ptoriding  j 
a  Naval  Armament,"  and  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  | 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  State*  to  ' 
caoie  to  be  pnrchaaed  or  built  a  number  of  small ! 
veMeU,  to  be  equipped  as  gallejs,  or  otherwise." 

Be  U  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  be  is  hei^y.  au- 
thorized, when  he  shall  think  fit,  to  increase  the 
strength  of  an^  revenue  cutter,  for  the  purposes 
of  defeoee,  against  hostilities  near  the  sea  coast, 
to  employ  on  board  the  seme,  at  his  discretion, 
DOl  eiceeding  sereoty  marines  and  seamen;  any- 
thing in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  a 
naral  armament,"  to  the  contrary  hereof  not  witb- 
ttanding. 

Bbo.  S.  And  be  it  fierther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  be  is 
ber^y,  authcH-ized  to  fix  the  degree  of  rank,  and 
the  rate  of  pay  and  subsistence,  not  exceeding 
what  is  allowed  upon  the  naral  establishmeot, 
which  shall  be  granted  and  allowed  to  the  officers 
who  shall  be  duly  commissioned  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  on  board  of  any  small  vessel  or 
galley,  which  shall  be  fitted  out  under  his  orders, 
pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  catue  to  be 
purchased,  or  built,  a  number  of  small  vessels^  to 
be  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise;"  anything 
therein,  to  the  contrary  hereof,  notwithstanung. 

Approred,  June  22, 1798. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  iniTilege  of  feuikinff  letters  and 
padMs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  letters  and  packets 
to  or  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  shall  be  re- 
ceired  and  cooreyed  by  post^  free  of  postage,  un- 
der the  like  restrictions  and  limitations  as  are  pro- 
vided respecting  letters  and  packets  to  or  from  the 
heads  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  by  the  nineteentn  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  within  the  United  States." 

Approved,  June  22. 1798. 


An  Act  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  authoriung  the  President  of  Uie  United 
States  to  raise  a  provinonal  army. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  companies  of  vol* 
unteers,  and  the  members  of  each  company,  who 
shall  be  duly  engaged  and  accepted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  organized  with 
proper  officers  commissioned  by  him,  pursuant  to 
the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  a  prorisional  army,"  shall  submit. to,  and 
observe,  such  rules  of  training  and  discipline,  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary  to  prepare  tnem  for 
actual  service;  and  which  rules  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
and  establish;  and  ail  such  companies  and  vol- 
unteers are  herebr  exempted,  until  their  dis- 
charge, or  during  the  lime  of  their  engaeemenl. 
as  aforesaid,  from  all  militia  duty  which  is  or 
shall  be  required  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 


or  of  any  State,  and  from  every  fine,  penaltr,  « 
disability,  which  is  or  shall  be  prorided  to  eomee 
the  peHormance  of  any  duty  or  service  in  tbe 
militia. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enaOed,  That  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  be,  and  be  i* 
hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  cmisent  of  the 
Senate,  or  by  himself  in  the  recess  of  Congren, 
pursuant  to  said  act,  to  appoint  and  commisaot, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  think  it  expedient,  such  and  so 
many  field  officers  as  shall  he  necessary  finr 
oi^nizing  and  embodying  in  legions,  regnnei^M 
battalions,  any  rolunteer  companies  who  shall  a* 
gage,  and  shall  be  aeeepted, as  aforesaid;  andtncb 
field  officerf  have  aaUiority,  accordin^y,  to 
train  and  discipline  sueh  Tolnnteer  eomiiwiies,  ^> 
snant  to  the  rules  therefor,  which  shall  be  estaW 
Ushed,  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  no  offiecr 
or  volunteer,  who  shall  be  appoiotedj  engaged,  ot 
employed,  io  any  training  or  discifdue.  as  ance- 
said,  snail  be  considered  as  in  the  pajr  of  tbe  Uaiul 
States,  until  called  into  actual  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  tke 
President  of  tbe  United  Sutes  may  authorize  ^ 
sale,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  sufficient  to  indemaify 
the  United  States,  to  any  company  of  rolnntecn 
who  shall  be  accepted  as  aforesaid,  of  such  piaes 
of  artillery^  small  arms,  and  accoutrements,  to  be 
delirered  from  the  public  arsenals,  as  shall  be 
found  necessary  for  the  equipment  and  training (rf 
such  volunteeie,  ot  may  loan  the  same  to  tficn 
upon  the  receipts  of  their  respective  officers,  to  be 
accounted  for,  or  returned,  at  the  ex|riratKnof 
their  engagement,  or  other  discharge :  And  cf 
such  sales  or  loans,  the  necessary  accounts  shall 
be  kept  in  the  War  Department,  and  tbe  moDey 
accniing  by  any  sale  shall  be  paid  into  tfae  Tro- 
sury  of  the  United  States;  and  the  same  shall  be. 
and  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  tbe  purchase  d 
other  artillery,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  as  tke 
President  of  trie  United  States  shall  direct. 

Sbc.  4.  Asid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  proceed  to 
appoint  and  commission,  in  tbe  manner  prescnbed 
by  the  said  act,  such  and  so  many  of  tbe  officen 
authorized  thereby  for  the  raising,  organizing,  sad 
commanding  the  provisional  army  of  ten  tfaootiBd 
men,  as,  in  bis  opinion,  the  public  service  shall 
'  more  immediately  require ;  anything  which  mar 
be  supposed  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  heic^ 
notwithstanding:  Prwided,  That  the  <Aeen 
who  shall  be  so  appointed  shall  not  be  entiiM  id 
any  pay,  subsistence,  or  other  emolument,  by  rea- 
son of  such  commission,  until  they  shall  be  le- 
spectively  employed  in  the  actual  service  of  tbe 
United  States:  And  provided,  That  the  fiiriker 
raising  of  tbe  said  army  shall  not  be  authorized 
otherwise  than  as  by  the  said  act  is  provided. 

Approred,  June  28, 1798. 


An  Act  concerning  Aliens. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  aer  time 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act  to  order  sU 
such  alieos  as  be  shall  judge  dangerous  to  tbe 
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Glee  aad  safety  of  the  United  States,  or  shall 
re  reasonable  ^unds  to  suspect  are  eonceroed 
ia  aoy  ireasonahle  or  secret  machinations  against 
the  Government  thereof,  lo  depart  out  of  th«  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  within  such  time  as 
shall  be  expressed  in  such  order;  which  order 
shall  he  served  on  such  alien  by  delivering  him  a 
copy  thereof,  or  leaving  the  same  at  his  uiiual 
abode,  and  retorned  to  ine  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  by  the  marshal  or  other  person  to  whom 
the  same  shall  be  directed.  And  in  case  any  alien, 
GO  ordered  to  depart,  shall  be  found  at  large  within 
the  United  States  after  the  time  limited  in  such 
order  for  his  departure^  and  not  having  obtained  a 
license  from  the  President  to  reside  therein,  or, 
hsTiag  obtained  such  license,  shall  not  have  coo- 
formnl  thereto,  every^  such  alien  shall,  on  convic- 
tion thereof,  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceed* 
ma  three  years,  and  shall  never  after  be  admitted 
tooecome  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Provir 
ded  eUw^fs,  and  be  it  Jurther  ena^ed,  That  if  any 
alien,  so  ordered  to  depart,  shall  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  President,  by  evidence  to  be  taken 
before  such  person  or  persons  as  the  President 
shall  direct,  who  are  for  that  purpose  hereby  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths,  that  no  injury  or  dan- 
ger to  the  United  States  will  arise  from  suffering 
such  alien  to  reside  therein,  the  President  may 
grant  a  license  to  such  alien  to  remain  within  ibe 
United  States  for  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  pro- 
per, and  at  such  place  as  he  shall  designate.  And 
the  President  may  also  require  of  such  alien  to 
enter  into  a  bond  to  the  Uoiied  States,  in  such 
penal  sum  as  be  may  direct,  with  one  or  more 
sufficient  sareties,  to  the  satisfoction  of  tiie  person 
aothorized  by  the  President  to  take  the  same,  con- 
ditioned fortnegood  behaviour  of  such  alien  during 
his  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  not  viola- 
ting his  license,  which  license  the  President  may 
revoke,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper. 

Sbo.  a.  And  be  it Jiiriher  etwuded.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Prestdent  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  he  may  deem  it  necessary  for  the  public 
safety,  to  order  to  be  removed  out  of  the  terri- 
tory tliereof,  any  alien  who  may  or  shall  be  in 
prison  in  pursuance  of  this  act;  and  to  cause  to  be 
arrested  and  sent  out  of  the  United  States  such  of 
those  aliens  as  shall  have  been  ordered  to  depart 
tber^rom,  and  shall  not  have  obtained  a  license  as 
aforesaid,  in  all  cases  where  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  the  public  safety  requires  a  speedy  re- 
moval. And  it  any  alien,  so  removed  or  sent  out 
of  the  United  States  by  the  President^  shall  volun- 
tarily return  thereto,  unless  by  permissioa  of  the 
President  ttf  the  United  Slates,  such  alien,  on  con- 
viction thereoll  shall  be  imprisoned  so  long  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Prendnit,  the  pubtie  safety 
may  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  everv 
master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  which 
shall  come  into  any  port  of  the  United  States 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  shall,  immediately 
on  his  arrival,  make  report  in  writing  to  the  col- 
lector or  other  chief  officer  of  the  costoms  of  such 
port,  of  all  aliens,  if  any,  on  board  his  vessel,  speci- 
fying their  names,  age,  the  place  of  nativHf,  the 
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country  from  which  they  ^hall  have  come,  the 
nation  to  which  they  belong  and  owe  allegiance, 
iheir  occopatiott.  and  a  description  of  their  persoaa, 
as  far  as  he  shall  be  informed  thereof ;  and,  on  fail- 
ure, every  such  master  and  commander  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  three  hundred  dollars,  for  the  pay- 
ment whereof,  on  default  of  such  master  or  com- 
mander, such  vessel  shall  also  be  holden,  and  may 
by  such  collector  or  other  officer  of  the  customs 
be  detained.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  col- 
lector, or  other  officer  of  the  ciutoms,  forthwith  to 
transmit  to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State 
tme  copies  of  alt  such  returns. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
shall  respectively  have  cognizance  of  all  crimes 
and  offences  against  this  act.  And  all  marshals 
and  other  officers  of  the  United  States  are  required 
to  execute  all  precepts  and  orders  of  the  Presictent 
of  the  United  Stat»  issued  in  porsnanee  or  by 
virtue  of  this  act 

Seo.  5.  And  be  Ufieriker  enacted^  That  it  ahall 
be  lawfb)  for  any  afien  who  may  be  ordered  to  be 
removed  from  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  thia 
act,  to  take  with  him  such  pan  of  his  goods,  chat- 
tels, or  other  property,  as  he  may  find  convenient; 
and  all  property  left  in  the  United  States,  by  any 
.nlien,  who  may  be  removed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be, 
and  remain  subject  to*  hi<t  order  and  disposal,  in 
the  same  manner,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  two  years  from  the  passing  thereof. 

Approved,  June  25,  1798. 


An  Act  to  authotiie  a  grant  of  lands  to  Stephen  Mo- 
not,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  GaUicqMlii,  therein 

named. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, to  survey  one  thousand  two  hundred  aerea 
of  land,  beginning  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio  river, 
at  the  lower  corner  of  a  tract  surveyed  pursuant 
to  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  author- 
ize a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of 
QalliopoliB,  aod  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned," and  running  thence  down  the  said  river, 
along  the  courses  thereof,  six  hundred  and  forty 
poles,  when  reduced  to  a  straight  line,  thence  ex- 
lending  back  from  the  river  and  paiallel  to  the 
lowtt  line  of  the  said  grant,  so  far  as  to  include  the 
quantity  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Surveyor  Qene- 
ral  shall  bylines,  {dainly  marked  upon  trees,  divide 
the  said  tract  into  eight  equal  psurts  or  lots,  hav- 
ing each,  as  nearly  as  jooay  be,  an  ec^ual  front  on 
the  river,  and  designated  by  progressive  nambers, 
marked  on  the  corners  thereof.  And  the  Surveytw 
General,  when  the  said  lots  are  laid  off  and  num- 
bered as  aforesaid,  shall  distribute  or  assign  the 
same,  by  lot,  to  Stephen  Monot,  Lewis  Anthony 
"  Lei  '  '  ■      ■  "      ■  »T 


Maria  I.  Dalliez,  wife  of  Peter  Luc,  and  to  their 
heirs,  being  iohabitents  of  Galliopolis,  who  were 
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prereoted  from  obtaioiog  their  proportion  of  the 
lud  graoied  by  the  act  aforesaid.  The  said  Sur- 
Teyor  General  shall  also  make  out  a  fair  plat  of 
the  said  tract,  and  shall  designate  thereon  the  said 
lots,  marked  each  with  the  name  of  the  penon  to 
whom  the  same  shall  have  been  assign^rd  by  lot  as 
aforesaid,  which  plat,  with  a  certificate  of  the 
boands  of  the  said  tract  and  lots  and  courses,  he 
shall  record  in  his  office,  and  return  a  copy  thereof 
to  riie  Secreury  of  State  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  jurthtr  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  ana  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  and  empowered  to  issue  letters  pa- 
tant  in  the  usual  form,  thereby  granting  to  the  per- 
■onB  aboTC  named,  and  to  their  heirs,  the  said 
tnust  of  land,  to  be  held  by  them  and  their  heirs  in 
•ereralty,  in  lots  designated,  numbered,  and  mark- 
ed, as  aforesaid. 

Sue.  3.  Andbe  it  Jitrther enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  be  taken  or  considered  in  any 
manner  to  affect  the  claims  of  the  persons  herein 
named  arainst  any  person  or  persons,  for  or  by 
reason  of  any  contracts  heretofore  made  by  them, 
but  that  the  same  contracts  shall  be  and  remain 
in  the  same  state  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Approved,  June  25,  1796. 

Jkn  Act  to  anthariie  the  deftfiee  of  the  merchant  vea- 
nis  of  the  United  States  against  French  depreda- 
tions. 

Beit  enacted  fc,  That  the  commander  and 
crew  of  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof, 
may  oppose  and  defend  against  any  search,  re- 
straint or  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted  upon 
such  vessel,  or  upon  any  other  vessel  owned  as 
aforesaid,  by  the  commander  or  crew  of  any 
armed  vessel  sailing  under  Freoch  colors,  or  act- 
ing, or  pretending  to  act,  by,  or  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  French  Republic;  and  may  repel  by 
force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  shall  be  made 
or  committed,  on  the  part  of  such  Freoch,  or 
pretended  French  vessel,  pursuing  sucih  attempt, 
and  may  subdue  and  capture  the  same,  and  may 
also  retake  any  vessel,  owned  as  aforesaid,  which 
may  have  been  captured  by  any  vessel  sailing  un 
der  French  colors,  or  acting,  or  pretendingto  act, 
by  or  under  authority  from  the  French  ^epub^ 
lie. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  commander  and  crew  of  any  merchant 
ressel  of  the  United  States  shall  subdue  and  cap- 
ture any  French,  or  pretended  French  armed  ves- 
sel, from  which  an  assault  or  other  hostility  shall 
be  first  made,  as  aforesaid,  such  armed  vessel,  with 
her  tackle,  appurtenances,  ammunition,  and  lad- 
ing, shall  accrue,  the  one  half  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  other  half  to  the  captors  :  and  be- 
ing brousht  into  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
shall  and  may  be  adjudged  and  condemned  to 
their  use,  after  due  process  and  trial,  in  any  court 
of  the  United  Sutes,  having  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tion, and  which  afaall  be  holden  for  the  district  in- 
to which  sneh  captnred  vessel  shall  be  brot^rht ; 


and  the  same  court  shall  thereupon  order  a  sale 
and  distribution  thereof  accordingly,  and  at  ttor 
discretion  ;  saving  any  agreement  which  sballbe 
between  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  coaunui' 
der  and  crew  of  sut-h  merchant  vessel.  In  all 
cases  of  re-capture  oi  vessels  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  tbe  United  States,  by  any  armed  mer- 
chant vessel  aforesaid,  tbe  said  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  restored,  and  shall, 
by  decree  of  such  courts  as  have  jurisdicticn  ia 
the  premises,  be  restored  to  the  former  owner  « 
owners,  he  or  ihey  paying,  for  salvage,  not  less  ibu 
one  eighth,  ncr  more  than  one  halfof  the  true  ral- 
ue  of  uie  said  vessels  and  cargoes,at  the  diseretioii 
of  the  court,  which  payments  shall  be  made  wul^ 
out  any  deduction  wha'taoever. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  aAei 
notice  of  this  act,  at  the  several  custom-houses, 
no  armed  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States 
shall  receive  a  clearance  or  permit,  or  shall  be  sot- 
feted  to  depart  therefrom,  unless  the  owner « 
owners,  and  the  master  or  commander  of  sach 
vessel  for  the  intended  voyage,  shall  give  bond.io 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to 
double  the  value  of  such  vessel,  with  condidon, 
that  such  vessel  shall  not  make  or  commit  any 
depredation,  outrage,  unlawful  assatilt,  or  pro?oked 
violence  upon  the  high  seas,  against  the  vessel  of 
any  nation  in  amity  with  tbe  United  States,  an^ 
that  the  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition,  of  such  ret- 
sel  shall  Be  returnetl  within  the  United  Siate^  m 
otherwise  accounted  for,  and  shall  not  be  son  oi 
disposed  of  in  any  foreign  port  or  place;  ud 
that  sach  owner  or  owners,  and  the  commaoto 
and  crew  of  such  merchant  vessel,  shall,  is  all 
things,  observe  and  perform  such  further  inatne- 
tions  in  the  premises,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  establish  and  order,  for  the 
better  government  of  the  armed  merchant  vesads 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  faeii 
hereby,  authorized  to  establish  and  order  suitable 
instructions  to,  and  for,  the  armed  merchaoi  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  for  the  better  goveroi^ 
and  restraining  the  commanders  and  crews  wlw 
shall  be  employed  therein,  and  to  nrevent  any  Mt* 
rage,  cruelty,  or  injury,  which  tney  may  be  dii- 
pcraed  10  commit ;  a  eopy  of  which  instivetioit 
shall  be  ddirered  by  the  eolleetor  of  tbe  eostoBi 
to  the  commander  of  sueh  vessel,  when  he  shall 
give  bond  as  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  commander  an^ 
crew,  for  the  time  being,  of  such  armed  merehaai 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  at  each  return  to  SDf 
port  of  the  United  States,  to  make  report  to  tbe 
collector  thereof,  of  any  rencounter  which  shall 
have  happened  with  any  foreign  vessel,  and  of 
the  state  of  the  company  and  crew  o(  any  vesiel 
which  they  shall  have  subdued  or  captored;  and 
the  persons  of  such  crew  or  company  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  care  of  such  collector,  who,  witb 
the  aid  of  the  marshal  of  the  same  district,  or 
the  nearest  military  officer  of  the  United  States, 
<»  of  the  civil  or  military  officers  oi  any  Slai^ 
shall  take  suitable  care  for  the  restraint,  pfcserrt- 
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dm.  and  eomfoil,  of  such  ^rsoos,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  ontil  the  pleasure  of  the 
]h«5ident  of  the  United  States  shall  be  known 
eoncerning  them. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  coatiaae  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress thereafter. 

Sec.  6.  Provided,  and  be  it  further  emxted. 
That  whenever  the  QorernmeDt  of  Prance,  and 
all  persons  actine  by,  or  under  their  authority, 
shall  disavow,  and  shall  cause  the  commanders 
and  crews  of  all  armed  French  vessels  to  refrain 
from  the  lawless  depredations  and  outrages  hith- 
erto encouraged  and  authorized  by  that  Govern- 
ment against  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  cause  the  laws  of  nations  to  be 
observed  by  the  said  armed  French  vessels,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  instmot  the  commanders 
and  crews  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States  to  submit  to  any  regular  search  by  the 
commanders  or  crews  of  French  vessels,  and  to 
refrain  from  any  force  or  capture  to  be  exercised 
by  virtue  hereof. 

Approved,  June  25, 1798. 


An  Act  to  |nmUi  fimnda  committed  on  Uw  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c,  That  if  any  person  shall 
falsely  make,  alter,  for^e,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  altered,  forced,  ur 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  altering,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any 
bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  President,  Di- 
rectors, and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  signed  by  the  President,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  cashier  thereof,  or  any  order  or 
cheek  on  the  said  cashier  or  corporation,  for  the 
payment  of  money,  with  intention  to  defraud  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  other  body  politic  or  per- 
son, or  shall  utter  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false, 
altered,  fo^ed  or  counterfeited  bill  or  note,  issued 
by  order  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Compa- 
ny of  the  Back  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  countersiened  by  the  cash- 
ier thereof,  or  any  order  or  check  on  the  said  cash- 
ier or  corporation,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  the  said  corporation,  or 
any  other  body  politic  or  person,  knowine  the 
same  to  be  falsely  aUered,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  ac- 
cording to  the  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  and  keptat  hard  labor  for 
a  period  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than 
ten  years,  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
ten  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  fire  thousand 
dollars:  Provided,  That  nothing  nerein  contain- 
ed shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  courts  of  the 
individual  States  of  jurisdiction  under  the  laws 
of  the  several  States  over  the  ofieoc^  declared 
punishable  by  this  act. 

Ap^ved,  June  27, 1708. 


An  Act  in  addttitm  to  die  act  more  cfleetutUy  to  pro* 
tect  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  such  armed  vessels 
as  may  be  seized,  taken,  and'brought  into  any  port 
of  the  United  Slates,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  more  enectually  to  protect  the 
commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United  States,"  with 
the  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances  of  such  ves- 
sels, and  the  goods  and  efiects  which  shall  be 
found  on  boardthe  same,  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit- 
ure and  condemnation,  and  may  be  libelled  and 
proceeded  against  in  ttie  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  district  into  which  the  same 
may  be  brought:  Provided,  That  such  forfeiture 
shall  not  extend  to  any  goods  or  efiects,  the  proper- 
ty of  any  citizen  or  persun  resident  within  the 
United  States,  and  which  shall  have  been  before 
taken  by  the  crew  of  such  captured  vessel. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  vessel,  the  property  of,  or  employed  by 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  person  resident 
therein,  or  any  goods  or  efiects  beloDgiog  to  any 
such  citizen  or  resident,  shall  be  recaptured  by  any 
public  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
shall  be  restored  to  the  former  owner  or  owners, 
upon  due  proof,  he  or  they  paying  and  allowing, 
as  and  for  salvage,  to  the  recaptors,  ooe-eichth 
part  of  the  value  of  such  vessel,  goods,  and  e£cls, 
free  of  alt  deduction  and  expenses. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  armed  vessel,  captured  and  condemned, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  hare  been  cf  superior  or  equal 
force  to  the  public  armed  vessel  of  the  United 
Sutes  by  which  such  capture  shall  have  been 
made,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  and  accrue  wholly  to 
the  captors ;  and,  in  other  case^  one-half  thereof 
shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
residue  to  the  captors.  And  all  salvage  which 
shall  be  allowed  and  recovered  upon  any  vessd, 
goods,  or  efiects,  recaptured  and  to  be  restored,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  belong  wholly  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  public  armed  vessel  of  the  United 
States  by  which  such  recapture  shall  be  made; 
and  the  court  before  whom  any  condemnation 
shall  be  bad,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  order  the 
sale  of  the  vessel,  goods,  and  effects,  condemned, 
to  be  made  at  public  auction,  upon  due  notice  by 
the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which  the  same 
shall  be :  And  all  expenses  of  condemnation  and 
sale  being  deducted  from  the  proceeds,  the  part 
thereof  which  shall  accrue  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  and  the  res- 
idue, and  all  allowances  of  salvage  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  officers  and 
crews  coneeraed  therein,  in  the  proportions  which 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  it  shall 
be  law.ui  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  canse  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  so 
captured,  and  hostile  persons  found  on  board  any 
vessel,  which  shall  be  recaptund,  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  confined  in  any  place  of  safe^  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  such  manner  as  be  may  think  the 
public  interest  may  require,  and  all  marshals  and 
other  officers  of  the  Uni  ted  Stales  are  hereby  r»- 
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quired  to  execute  such  orders  as  the  President 
may  issue  for  the  said  purpose. 
Approved,  June  38, 17^. 


Ad  Act  maUng  an  appropriation  for  the  exponBes  ind- 
dent  to  the  daw  regiment  of  artillerists  and  engi- 
neers, daring  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine^-eight. 

Be  it  enacted.  #c.,  That  the  sum  of  eighty- 
eight  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  appropriated  for  the  pay,  subMstence,  clothing, 
forage,  bounties,  quartermaster's  supplies,  and  all 
contingent  expenses,  during  Che  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  of  the  regiment 
of  artillerists  and  engineers  to  be  raised  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  artillerists  and  engineers:"  The  said 
sum  of  eighty-eight  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  June  28, 1798. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to 
provide  an  addttionid  armament  for  the  flirtfaer  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  #c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  he,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriz- 
ed to  accept,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates,  of  the 
proposals  of  any  persons  who  shall  offer  and  un- 
dertake  to  complete,  provide,  and  deliver,  to  the 
use,  and  upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States^  on 
terms  in  his  opinion  advantageous  or  convenient, 
any  vessel  or  vessels,  now  building,  or  to  be  built, 
within  the  United  States,  of  a  model  and  size 
which  he  shall  approve,  and  armed  and  equipped, 
or  saiuble  to  be  armed  for  the  public  service : 
And,  upon  the  delivery  of  the  vessel  or  vessels, 
according  to  sach  proposals,  or  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  may 
cause  proper  certificates,  or  other  Evidence  of  the 
debt  or  otner  obligation  of  the  United  States  in- 
curred thereby,  to  be  made  and  given  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  which  shall  be  there 
registered,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  persons 
concerned:  Provided,  That  not  more  than  twelve 
vessels,  in  addition  to  those  already  authorized, 
shall  and  may  be  procured,  by  virtue  hereof:  And 
provided.  That  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  per 
annum  shall  be  allowed  for  any  credit  which 
shall  be  given  under  this  act.  And  all  certificates 
debt  shall  be  redeemable  at  the  will  of  Con- 
gress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
vessels  authorized  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lo 
provide  an  additional  armament  for  the  further 

{protection  of  the  trade  of  ibe  United  States,  and 
or  other  purpeses,"  and  those  which  shall  he  au- 
thorized by  this  act.  shall  be  procured  and  ac- 
cepted according  to  the  following  rates,  as  nearly 
as  may  be ;  that  is  to  say :  six  of  them  not  exceed- 
ing eighteen  guns  each,  and  twelve  of  them  not 
less  than  twenty,  or  exceeding  twenty-four  guns 
each,  and  six  not  less  than  thirty-two  guns  each ; 


and  theffuns  for  eaefa  vessel,  to  be  of  such  calibei 
and  weight  of  metal,  as  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  shall  approve,  aoythinfr  in  the  aaii 
former  act,  to  the  contrary  hereof,  notwitbsiaad- 

ing. 

Sec,  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may,  at  his  dixre- 
tioo,  accept  of  any  vessel  armed  and  equipped,  oi 
suitable  to  be  armed,  of  a  model,  size,  and  force, 
proper  for  -the  public  service,  which  any  State, 
body  politic  or  corporate,  citizen  or  citizms  (^the 
Unit^  States,  shall  voluntarily  offer  and  giTe,f(ir 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  increase  the  oanl 
armament. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  ht 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  determine  and  direcL  ac- 
cording to  Uie  rate  of  each  veuel  which  shall  be 
furnudied  or  accepted,  in  porsuance  of  this  act, 
the  rank,  pay,  and  subsistence,  of  the  commission- 
ed and  warrant  officers,  who  shall  be  appointed 
thereto;  and  the  number  of  men  to  be  engage^ 
and  the  pay  to  be  allowed  them,  not  exceeding  tbe 
proportionable  grades  and  allowances  which  are 
or  shall  he  authorized  by  law  for  the  Navy  of  tbe 
United  States.  And  ail  officers  of  the  said  Nary, 
according  to  their  respective  ranks,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  eati- 
tled  "  An  act  to  provide  a  naval  armament." 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may,  at  his  discre- 
tion, increase  or  vary  the  quotas  of  seamen,  laDd^ 
men,  and  marines,  to  be  employed  on  board  tke 
frigates,  and  may  permit  a  proportion  of  boys  for 
them,  and  the  other  vessels  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service. 

Approved,  June  30,  1798. 


An  Act  providing  anns  for  the  MUitia  througboet  A* 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  there  shall  be  provided, 
at  ihe  charge  and  expense  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  thirty  thousand  stand  of  anni, 
which  shall  be  depoMted  by  order  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  at  suitable  places,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sold  lo  the  Governments  of  the 
respective  States,  or  the  militia  thereof,  nndff 
suco  regulations,  and  at  such  prices,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  ihe  United  States  shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  tb« 
President  of  the  United  Siatbs  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  caube  alt  or  any  part  of  the  arms 
herein  directed  to  be  provided  and  deposited  for 
sale,  which  $hall,  at  any  time,  remain  unsold,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  proper  receipts  tad 
security  being  piven  for  the  return  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
moneys  arising  from  such  sales  shall  be  paid  into 
tbe  Treasurjf  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
amount  received  shall  be  annually  repcHted  la 
Congres# 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  ftr 
the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  tbe 
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President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
iiereby,  authorized  to  draw  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  a  sum  DOl  exceeding  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  lo  be  paid  out  of  any 
monejr  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropn- 
jited. 

Approved,  July  6, 1798. 


An  Act  respecting  Alien  Enemies. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  whenever  there  shall 
be  a  declared  war  between  tbe  United  States  and 
-any  foreign  nation  or  GoTernment,  or  any  inva 
sioD.  or  predatory  incursion,  shall  be  perpetrated, 
attempted,  or  threatened  against  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  by  any  foreign  nation  or  Gov- 
ernmeat.  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  make  public  proclamation  of  the  event,  all 
natives^  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects,  of  the  hos- 
tile naiioD  or  Government,  being  males  of  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  be  with- 
in tbe  United  States,  and  not  actually  naturalized, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrained,  se- 
«ured,  and  removed,  as  alien  enemies.  And  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  in  any  event  as  aforesaid,  by 
his  proclamation  thereof,  or  other  public  act,  to 
-direct  the  conduct  to  be  observed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  towards  the  aliens  who  shall 
become  liable,  as  aforesaid;  the  manner  and  de- 
gree of  the  restraint  lo  which  they  shall  be  sub- 
ject, and  in  what  cases,  and  upon  what  securitv, 
their  residence  shall  be  permitted,  and  to  provide 
Cor  the  removal  of  those  who,  not  being  permitted 
to  reside  within  tbe  United  States,  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  depart  therefrom ;  and  lo  establish  any 
other  r^^uoDs  which  shall  be  found  necessary 
in  tbe  premises  and  for  the  public  safety :  Pro- 
videdi  That  aliens  resident  within  the  United 
Slates,  who  shall  become  liable  as  enemies,  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  be  chargea- 
ble with  actual  hostility,  or  other  crime  agamst 
the  public  itafeiy,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  recove- 
ry, disposal,  and  retnoval  of  their  goods  and  effects, 
and  for  their  departure,  the  full  time  which  is  or 
shall  be  stipulated  by  any  treaty,  where  any  shall 
have  been  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  bos- 
tile  nation  or  Government  of  which  they  shall  be 
natives,  citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects ;  and,  where 
DO  socti  treaty  shall  have  existed,  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States  may  ascertain  and  declare  such 
reasonable  time  as  may  be  consistent  with  the . 
public  safety,  and  according  to  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity and  national  hospitality. 

Sec.  %  And  be  it  fmiher  enacted,  That  after 
any  proclamation  sball  be  made  as  aforesaid,  it 
•ball  be  the  duty  of  the  several  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  each  State,  liaviDg  criminal  ju- 
risdiction, and  of  the  several  judges  and  justices 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  they  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby,  respectively  authorized^  upon 
complaint  against  any  alien,  or  alien  enemies,  as 
aforesaid^  who  shall  be  resident  and  at  large  with- 
in such  lurisdiclion  or  district,  to  the  danger  of 
the  public  peace  or  safety,  and  contrary  to  the 
tmior  or  intent  of  such  pioclamation,  or  other  re- 
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gulaiions  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  and  may  establish  in  the  premises,  to  cause 
such  alien  or  aliens  to  be  duly  apprehended  and 
convened  before  such  court,  jud^e,  or  justice;  and 
after  a  full  examination  and  hearing  on  such  com- 
plaint, and  sofficieot  cause  therefor  appearing, 
shall  and  may  order  such  alien  or  aliens  to  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  give  sureties  of  their  good  behaviour,  or  to  be 
otherwise  restrained,  conformaWy  to  the  procla- 
mation or  regulations  which  shall  and  may  be  es- 
tablished as  aforesaid,  and  may  imprison,  or  other- 
wise secure  such  aliea  or  aliens,  until  the  order 
which  shall  and  may  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  performed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  tbe  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
any  alien  enemy  shall  be  apprehended,  who,  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  bv  order  of 
any  court,  judge,  or  justice  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
required  to  depart,  or  to  be  removed,  as  aforesaid, 
to  provide  therefor,  and  lo  execute  such  order,  by 
himself  or  his  deputy,  or  other  discreet  person  or 
persons  to  be  employed  by  him,  by  causing  a  re- 
moval of  such  alien  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States ;  and  for  such  removal  tbe  marshal 
shall  have  tbe  warrant  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  court,  judge,  or  jostice 
ordering  the  same,  as  the  case  may  M. 

Approved,  July  6,  1798. 


An  Act  to  declare  the  Treaties  heretofore  oondndad 
with  France,  no  longer  oMigatoiy  on  the  United 
States. 

Whereas,  the  Treaties  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  France  have  been  repeatedly 
violated  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government; 
and  the  just  claims  of  the  United  States,  for  re- 
paration of  the  injuries  committed,  have  been  re- 
fused, and  their  attempts  to  a^otiate  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  all  complaints  Ktween  the  two  na- 
tions, have  been  repelled  with  indignity :  And 
whereas,  under  authority  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, there  is  yet  pursued  against  the  United 
States  a  system  of  predatory  violence,  infracting 
the  said  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  nation : 

Be  it  enacted  f  c.  That  the  United  States  are, 
of  right,  freed  and  exonerated  from  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaties,  and  of  (he  consular  conven- 
tion, heretofore  concluded  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  France;  and  that  the  same  shall  not 
henceforth  be  regarded  as  Ic^lly  obligatory  on 
tbe  Government  or  citizens  oi  the  United  States. 

Approved  July  7,  1798. 


An  Act  further  to  protect  the  commsroe  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the  public  armed 
vessels  which  are,  or  which  shall  be,  employed  in 
tbe  service  of  the  United  States,  to  subdue,  seize, 
and  take  an^  armed  French  vessel,  whicn  shall 
be  fonnd  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the 
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Uoited  States,  or  elsewhere,  on  the  ix'iah  seas,  and 
•uch  captured  vessel,  witb  her  apparel,  guos,  and 
appurtenances,  and  the  goods  or  effects  which 
shall  be  found  od  board  the  same,  beiog  French 
property,  shall  be  brought  wtttiia  some  port  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  against, 
and  condemned  as  forfeited ;  and  shall  arcrue, 
and  be  distributed,  as  by  law  is  or  stiall  be  pro- 
vided, respectioff  the  captures  which  shall  be 
made  by  the  puuic  armea  Teasels  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jw^her  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  grant  to  the  owners  of  pri- 
rate  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  make  application  therefor,  special  com- 
missions, in  the  form  which  he  shall  direct,  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  States;  and  such 
private  armed  veiisels,  when  duly  commissioned, 
as  aforesaid,  bball  have  the  same  license  and  au- 
thority  for  the  subduing,  seizing,  and  capturing 
any  armed  French  vessel,  and  for  the  re-capture 
of  the  vessels,  goods,  and  effects  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  may,  by  law  have;  and  shall 
be,  in  like  manner,  subject  to  such  instructions  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct.  And 
the  conumssioiu  which  shall  be  granted,  as  afore- 
said, shfdl  be  revocable  at  the  pleastire  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  Provided,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  every  person,  intending  to  set  forth  and  em- 
ploy an  armed  vessel,  and  applying  for  a  commis- 
sion, as  aforesaid,  shall  produce  tn  writing,  the 
name,  and  a  suitable  descripiioo  of  Uie  tonnage 
and  force  of  the  vessel,  and  the  name  and  place 
of  residence  of  each  owner  concerned  therein,  the 
number  of  the  crew,  and  the  name  of  the  com- 
mander, and  the  two  officers  next  in  rank,  ap- 
pointed for  such  vessel;  which  writing  shall  be 
signed  by  the  person  or  persons  making  such  ap- 
plication, and  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
or  shall  be  delivered  to  any  other  officer  or  person 
who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out  such  com- 
missions to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale. 

Sec.  4.  And  provided,  and  be  it  further  enact- 
ed. That  before  any  commission,  as  aforesaid, 
sl^I  be  issued,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  for  which  the  same  shall  be  requested, 
and  the  commander  thereof,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  give  bond  to  the  United  Slates,  with  at  least 
two  responsible  sureties,  not  interested  in  such 
vessel,  in  the  penal  sum  of  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  or  if  such  vessel  be  provided  with  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  then  in  the  penal 
lom  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars ;  with  condi- 
tion that  the  owners,  and  officers  and  crews  who 
ihall  be  employed  on  board  of  such  commission- 
ed vessel,  shall  and  will  observe  ihe  treaties  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions 
which  shall  be  given  them  for  the  regulation  of 
their  conduct;  and  will  satisfy  all  damages  and 
iDjuriea  which  shall  be  done  or  committed  con- 
trary to  the  teoor  thereof,  by  such  vessel,  during 


I  her  commission,  and  to  deliver  up  the  same  wbei 
revoked  by  the  President  of  the  Uoited  Slates. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  ill 
armed  French  vessels,  together  with  tneir  appar- 
el, guns,  and  appurtenances,  and  any  goods  or  ef- 
fects which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  be- 
ing French  property,  and  which  shall  be  captured 
by  any  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  duly  commissioned,  as  aforeaid, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue  to  the  owaeri 
thereof,  and  the  officers  and  crews  by  whom  sach 
captures  shall  be  made ;  and  on  due  condemna- 
tion had,  diall  be  distributed  according  to  any 
agreement  which  shall  be  between  them ;  or  it 
failure  of  such  agreement,  then  by  the  discretioB 
of  the  court  before  whom  such  condemnatin 
shall  be. 

Sec.  6.  At^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  vo- 
sels,  goods,  and  effects,  the  property  of  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  or  person  resjdnt 
therein,  which  shall  be  re-captured,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  restored  to  the  lawful  owners,  upon  pig- 
ment by  them,  respectively,  of  a  just  and  reason- 
able salvage,  to  be  determined  by  the  mutoal 
agreement  of  the  parties  concerned,  or  by  the  de- 
cree of  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
maritime  jurisdiction,  according  to  the  natoreoT 
each  case :  Provided,  That  such  allowance  shall 
not  be  less  than  one-eighth,  or  exceeding  oae  half 
of  the  full  value  of  such  re-capture,  without  aar 
deduction.  And  such  salvage  shall  be  distribotn 
to  and  among  the  owners,  oBlceri,  and  crewi  of 
the  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  entitled  th«eio^ 
according  to  any  agreement  which  shall  be  betweea 
them ;  or  in  case  of  no  agreement,  then  by  tke 
decree  of  the  court  who  shall  determine  npoa 
such  salvage. 

Sbc.  7.  Ajui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  before 
breaking  bulk  of  any  vessel  which  shall  be  cap- 
tured, as  aforesaid,  or  other  disposal  or  cooversioe 
thereof,  or  of  any  articles  which  shall  be  foand 
on  board  the  same,  soch  capture  shall  be  broogkt 
into  some  port  of  the  United  Slates,  and  shall  be 
libelled  and  proceeded  against  before  the  district 
court  of  the  same  district ;  and  if.  after  a  due 
course  of  proceedings,  such  eapture  shall  be  de- 
creed as  forfeited  in  the  district  court,  or  in  tk« 
circuit  court  of  the  same  district  ia  the  caaeof 
any  appeal  duty  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  owners  and  captors  concerned  therein, 
or  shall  be  publicly  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the 
same  court,  as  shall  he  finally  decreed  and  ordered 
by  the  court ;  and  the  same  court,  who  shall  have 
final  jurisdiction  of  any  libel  or  complaint  of  any 
capture  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  mar  decree  restitit- 
tioo,  in  whole  or  in  part,  where  the  capture  asd 
restraint  shall  have  been  made  without  just  catue, 
as  aforesaid ;  and  if  made  without  probable  caos^ 
or  otherwise  unreasotubly,  may  order  and  decree 
dainages  and  costs  to  the  party  injured,  and  tor 
which  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  oi  thepti- 
vale  armed  vessel  or  vessels,  by  which  such  unjust 
capture  shall  have  been  made,  and  also  such  rea- 
sel  or  vessels,  shall  be  answerable  and  liable. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all 
French  persons  and  others,  who  shall  be  foud 
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acting  on  board  any  Freach  anned  reuel,  wbicb 
dull  M  captared,  or  od  board  of  any  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  be  re-captured,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  in  which  they  shall  first  arrive,  and  shall  be 
aelirered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  or  of 
some  ciril  or  military  officer  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  State  in  or  near  such  port ;  who  shali 
take  charge  for  their  safe  keeping  and  support,  at 
the  eipense  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  July  9, 1798. 


An  Act  limiting  the  time  within  which  cUims  gainst 
the  United  States,  for  credits  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  presented  for  allowance. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c,  That  all  credits  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  transac- 
tionsdurinz  the  late  war.  wbich^according  tothe 
course  of  the  Treasury,  have  hitherto  been  dis- 
charged by  issuing  certificates  of  registered  debt, 
shall  be  forever  barred  and  precluded  from  setite- 
meat  or  allowance,  unless  claimed  by  the  proper 
creditors,  or  their  legal  representatives,  on  or  before 
thefin;t  day  of  Marcb,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  And  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  cause 
this  aet  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  pub- 
lic papers  of  each  State. 

Approved,  July  9, 1798. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwel- 
Ung-hoases,  and  the  enumeration  of  daves,  within 
the  United  States. 

Be  U  emet^  fc..  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  valuation!*  and  enumeration:!  herein- 
after directed,  there  shall  be,  and  are  hereb^r  des^ 
Bated  aad  established,  the  following  divisions,  to 
wit: 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  contain  five 
divisions,  as  follows:  The  first  division  to  consist 
ofthe  county  of  Rockingham;  the  second  division 
to  consist  01  the  county  of  Stafford  ;  the  third  di- 
risioa  to  consist  of  the  county  of  Hillsborough ; 
the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  county  of 
Cheshire  ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the 
county  of  Grafton. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  contain  nine 
divisions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Hancock,  Washington,  and  Lin- 
coln ;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  York  and  Cumberiand;  the  third  divismn 
to  consist  of  the  eoiinty  of  Essex ;  the  fourth  di- 
vision to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk ;  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex;  the  sixth  division  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Barnstable.  Duke*s 
county,  and  Nantucket;  the  seventh  division  to 
consist  of  the  county  of  Worcester ;  the  eighth 
division  to  consist  of  the  county  of  Hampshire ; 
&Qd  the  ninth  division  to  consist  of  the  county  of 
Berkshire. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  contain  three 
divisions,  as  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist 


of  the  eonnttes  of  Newport  and  Bristol ;  the  see-- 
ond  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Kent ;  and  the  third  division  to  cou' 
sist  of  the  couaiy  of  Providence. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  shall  contain  five 
divisions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Hartford  and  Tolland ;  the  sec- 
ond division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  New 
Haven  and  Middlesex ;  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist  of  the  counties  of  New  London  and  Wind- 
ham; the  fourth  division  to  consist  ofthe  county 
of  Fairfield ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of 
the  county  of  Litchfield. 

The  State  of  Vermont  shall  contain  five  divis- 
ions, as  follow:  The  first  division  shall  consist 
of  tne  counties  of  Windham  and  Windsor ;  the 
second  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Ben- 
nington and  Rutland;  the  third  division  to  coin 
sist  of  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Caledonia ;  the 
fourth  division  to  consist  ofthe  counties  of  Addi- 
son and  Chittenden  ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Orleans,  and 
Essex. 

The  State  of  New  York  shall  contain  nine  di- 
visions, as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queen's,  King's,  and  Rich- 
mond ;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York;  the  third  division  to 
consist  ofthe  counties  of  Westchester,  Rockland, 
Orange,  and  Ulster;  the  fourth  division  to  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Duchess  and  Columbia;  the 
fifth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Rens- 
selaer and  Schoharie,  and  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany ;  the  sixth  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Washington,  Clinton,  and  Saratoga ;  the 
seventh  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  oTMont- 
gomery,  Oneida,  and  Herkemer ;  the  eighth  di- 
vision to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Delaware,  Ot- 
sego, and  Chenango ;  and  the  ninth  diviiion  to 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Tioga,  Onandago,  Steu- 
ben, and  Ontario. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  contain  five  di- 
visions, as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Bergen,  Essex,  and  Middlesex;  the 
second  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Sus- 
sex and  Morris ;  the  third  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Hunterdon  and  Somerset ;  the 
fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Bur- 
lington and  Monmouth  ;  and  the  fifth  division  to 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Cumberland, 
Salem,  and  Cnpe  May. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  contain  nine  di- 
visions, as  follow :  the  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  the  second 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Delaware, 
Chester,  and  Lancaster ;  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Bucks ; 
the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  toe  counties  of 
Berks  and  Dauphin ;  the  fifth  division  to  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Wayne,  and  Lu- 
zerne; the  sixth  division  to  consist  ofthe  counties 
of  York,  Cumberland,  and  Franklin ;  the  seventh 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Lycoming,  and  Mifflin ;  the  eighth  division 
to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Somerset, 
and  Huntingdon ;  and  the  ninth  division  to  cou- 
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sist  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Allegany,  i 
Washt^Eton.  Greene,  and  Fayette.  | 

The  Stale  of  Delaware  shall  contain  three  di-  , 
visions,  as  follow:  The  first  divisioD  (o  consist  of] 
the  counter  of  Newcastle ;  the  second  division  to  ' 
■consist  of  the  county  of  Kent ;  and  the  third  di-  | 
rbion  to  consist  of  the  county  of  Sussex.  ; 

The  State  of  Maryland  shall  contain  seven  di-  | 
vistODS,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist  of  | 
ihe  counties  of  St.  Mary's,  Charles,  and  Calvert ; , 
the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  I 
Montgomery  and  Prince  George's,  (including  the  ! 
city  of  Washington ;)  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Anne-Arundel,  (including 
the  city  of  Annapolis,)  and  Baltimore,  (including  | 
the  city  of  Baltimore ;)  the  fourth  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  couniies  of  Washington,  Frederick,  and 
Alle^ny ;  the  fiAh  division  to  consist  of  the 
eoaoties  of  Harford,  Cecil,  and  Kent ;  the  sixth 
division  toconsisi  of  the  counties  of  dueen  Anne's, 
Caroliiie,  and  Talbot ;  and  the  seventh  division 
to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Dorchester, 
and  Worcester. 

The  State  of  Virginia  shall  contain  eleven  divi- 
sion^, as  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Frederick,  Berkeley,  Shenandoah, 
Rockingham,  Augusta,  Rockbriage,  Bath,  and 
Botetourt;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  ihe 
counties  of  Hampshire,  Brooke,  Hardy,  Pendle- 
ton, Harrison,  Monongalia,  Ohio,  and  Randolph ; 
the  third  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Greenbrier,  Kenhawa,  Montgomery,  Wythe,  Gray- 
son, Washington,  Russell,  and  Lee ;  the  fourth  di- 
vision to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Patrick.  Frank- 
lin, Henry,  Bedford,  Pittsylvania,  Camphell,  and 
Halifax ;  the  fiflh  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Charlotte,  Prince  Edward,  Buckingham, 
Cnmberland,  Powhattan,  Amelia,  Notiaway^  Lu- 
nenberg,  and  Mecklenberg ;  the  sixth  division  to 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Chesterfield,  Dinwid- 
die,  Brunswick,  Greensville,  Sussex,  and  Prince 
George;  the  seventh  division  lo  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Surrey,  Southampton,  Isle  of  Wight, 
Nansemondj  Norfolk,  and  Princess  Anne ;  the 
eighth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Hano- 
ver, Henrico,  New  Kent, Charles  City.  James  City, 
Matthews,  Gtoucester.  York,  Warwick,  Elizabeth 
City,  Accomack,  and  North  Hampton  ;  the  ninth 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Caroline, 
Kine  and  dueen,  Essex,  King  William,  Middle- 
sex, Lancaster,  Northumberland.Richmondj  West- 
moreland, and  King  George;  the  tenth  division 
to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Culpepper, 
Fairfax,  Fauquier,  Loudon,8nd  Prince  William  ; 
and  the  eleventh  division  to  consist  of  the  counties 
of  Spottsylvania,  Orange,  Madison,  Louisa,  ^u- 
Tanna,  <3oochtand,  AlbeiooarJe,  and  Amherst. 

The  Stale  of  Kentucky  shall  contain  five  divi- 
sions, as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Madison,  Lincoln,  Garrard,  Mer- 
cer, Washington,  and  that  part  of  the  county  of 
Franklin  which  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ken- 
tucky river ;  the  second  division  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Nelson,  Shelby,  Jefferson,  Bullitt,  and 
Hardin ;  the  third  division  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Green,  Lt^n,  Christian,  and  Warren ;  the 


fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  lb- 
son,  Fleming,  Bracken.  Campbell.  Harrison,  tad 
Bourbon ;  and  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the 
couniies  of  Fayette,  Woodford,  Scott,  Cbrfc, 
Montgomery,  and  that  part  of  Franklin  eoiuty 
which  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  Kmtoekf 
river. 

'The  State  of  North  Carolina  shall  contain  seven 
divisions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  um- 
sist  of  Edenton  district ;  the  second  division  to 
consist  of  Newhern  district;  the  third  divisicm  to 
consist  of  Halifax  district;  the  fourth  division  to 
consist  of  Hillsborough  district;  the  fifth  division 
to  consist  of  Salisbury  district;  the  sixth  division 
to  consist  of  Morgan  district ;  and  the  seventh  di- 
vision to  consist  m  Wilmington  and  Fayette  dis- 
tricts. 

The  State  of  Tennessee  shall  contain  threedivi- 
sions,  as  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  district  of  Washin^on ;  the  second  diviuoo 
to  consist  of  the  dislnet  of  Hamilton ;  and  tbe 
third  division  to  consist  of  the  district  of  Mero. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  shall  contain  five 
divisions,  as  follow:  The  first  division  to  consist 
of  the  districts  of  Charleston  and  (Jeorgetown; 
the  second  division  to  consist  of  the  districts  of 
Cambden  and  Cheraw;  the  third  division  to  con- 
sist of  the  districis  of  Pinckney  and  Washington; 
the  fourth  division  to  consist  of  the  district  of 
Ninety-six;  and  the  fifth  division  to  consist  of  the 
districts  of  Orangeburg  and  Beaufort. 

The  State  of  Greorgia  shall  contain  three  divi- 
sions, as  follow :  The  first  division  to  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Chatham,  Bryan,  Liberty,  Mcfai- 
tosh,  Glyno,  Cambden.  and  Eflingbam;  the  sec- 
ond division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Wish- 
ington,  Montgomery,  Scriven,  Burke,  Richmond, 
Jefferson,  Warren,  and  Colombia  ;  and  the  third 
division  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Hancock 
Wilkes,  Greene,  Elbert,  Oglethorpe,  Jaekson,  ud 
Franklin. 

And  where  any  new  county  shall  have  been,(H 
hereafter  may  be  formed,  within  any  State,  aaX 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  counties  composing  any 
one  of  the  aforesaid  divisions,  such  new  county 
shall  be  considered  as  part  of  such  division;  ana 
if  such  new  county  shall  have  been,  or  heresAer 
shall  be  formed  out  of  counties  lying  in  different 
divisions,  then  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  determine  to  whtek 
of  such  divisions  it  shall  belong. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  act,  take 
and  sul^cribe,  before  some  competent  magislrate, 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  truly,  faithfally,  and  im- 
partially to  dischai^e  their  trust ;  in  defaoli  « 
taking  which  oath  or  affirmation,  before  eoterii^ 
on  the  discharge  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  party 
failing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered 
in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec,  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  one  commissioner  appointed  for  each  of 
said  divisions,  who  shall  reside  within  the  same; 
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and  if  the  appointment  of  said  commissioners,  or 
any  number  of  them,  shall  not  be  made  during  the 
prettent  sesstun  of  Congress,  ^^fceaidsat^of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  irhereby,  empowered 
to  make  such  appointment  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  for  each  State  shall,  immediately, 
or  a?  soon  as  may  be,  after  their  appointment, 
convene  in  a  general  meeting,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  shall  be  appointed  and  directed  by  the 
commissioners  for  each  State,  first  named  and 
qmalified  according  to  this  act;  and  a  majority  of 
toe  commissioners,  so  convened,  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn  to  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
jodee  proper,  and  a  majority  of  the  commissioners 
to  be  appointed  in  each  State  according  to  this 
act,  when  convened  according  to  rules  to  be  adopted 
at  their  first  meeting,  shall,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  a  board  competent  to  transact  and  dis- 
charge any  business  or  duties  enjoined  by  this  act. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners,  when  convened  as  aforesaid 
shall  and  may  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  be 
their  clerk,  who  shall  hold  his  office  at  the  pleas- 
are  of  the  said  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  record  and  preserve  all  rules,  proceedmgs,  and 
documents  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  who 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  diligently  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  his  trust;  which  oath  or 
affirmation  either  of  the  said  commissioners  is 
hereby  authorized  to  administer;  and  in  default 
of  taking  such  oath  or  affirmation,  previous  to  en- 
tering on  the  duties  of  the  said  appointment,  or 
on  failure  to  record  diligently  and  truly  all  or  any 
Ttiles  or  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  or 
to  furnish  transcripts  or  copies  thereof,  when  di- 
luted fay  the  said  commissioners,  or  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  writing,  such 
clerk  shall  be  discharged  from  office,  and  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recoTered 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  with  costs  of 
suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  6.  And  beii further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to 
be  recorded  and  noted  the  names  of  such  of  the 
said  commissioners  as  shall  attend  any  general 
meeting ;  as  also  the  periods  of  their  attendance, 
respectively ;  and  if  any  commissioner  shall  fail 
to  attend  such  genera!  meeting,  and  shall  not 
transmit,  or  cause  to  be  transmitted,  to  the  said 
commissioners  at  their  said  meeting,  or  that  next 
subsequently  holden,  an  excuse  for  such  absence, 
which  shall,  by  a  majority  of  the  commissioners 
then  present,  be  accepted  as  satisfactory  and  rea- 
sonable, such  commissioner,  so  failing  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  for  every  day  which  he  may  be  absent  du- 
ring such  meeting,  forfeit  and  pa^  ten  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  with 
costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction ;  or  to  be  deducted  from  the  compensation 
as  hereafter  established  for  the  said  commissioner : 
and  a  transcript  from  the  records  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, certified  by  their  clerk,  by  which  it 
shall  appear  that  any  commissioner  has  failed  to 


attend  a  general  meeting,  and  to  transmit,  or  cause 
to  be  transmitted,  an  excuse,  which  shall  have 
been  accepted  as  satisfactory  and  reasonable,  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  conclusive  and  legal  evidence  that  the  pen- 
alty aforesaid  has  been  incurred. 

Sec.  7.  A'ud  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  of  each  Slate,  convened  as  afore- 
said, shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  divide  their  respective  States  into  a 
suitable  and  convenient  number  of  assessment  dis- 
tricts^ within  each  of  which  they  sball  ap|k)illlCiDe 
I'especlable  freeholder,  to  h»  prmm'pai  tts^psnnr^  and 
such  number  of  respectable  freeholders  to  be  as- 
sistant assessors,  as  tney  shall  judge  necessary  for 
carrying  this  act  into  dfect :  Provided.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  reduce  the  number  of  assessment 
districts  in  any  State,  or  the  number  of  assistant 
assessors  in  any  district,  if  either  shall  appear  to  him 
to  be  too  great ;  and  each  assessor  so  a  ppointed,  and 
accepting  the  appointment,  shall,  before  he  enters 
on  the  dnttes  oi  his  appointment,  lake  and  sub- 
scribe, before  some  competent  magistrate,  or  some 
commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  "I, 
A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  skill,  and  judgment,  diligently  and 
faithfully  execute  the  office  and  duties  of  assessor 
for  [naming  the  assessment  district,]  without  favor 
or  partiality,  and  that  I  will  do  equal  right  and 
justice,  in  every  case  in  which  I  shall  act  as 
assessor and  a  certificate  of  such  oath  or  affirm- 
ation shall  be  delivered  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  district  for  which  such  assessor  shall  have 
been  appointed;  and  every  a^essor,  acting  in  his 
said  office,  without  having  taken  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation,  shall  forfeit  and  par,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  comp^ent 
jurisdiction. 

Sec.  &  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  for  each  State,  convened,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  establish  all  such  relations,  as  to  them, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  appear  suitable  and 
necessary  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect;  which 
regulations  shall  be  binding  on  each  commissioner 
and  assessor,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  en- 
joined by  or  under  tnis  act ;  and  also  to  frame  in- 
structions for  the  said  assessors,  informing  them, 
and  each  of  them,  of  the  duties  to  be  by  them  re- 
spectively performed  under  this  act:  Pursuant  to 
which  regulations  and  instructions,  the  said  com- 
missioners shall,  jointly  or  severally,  direct  and 
cause  the  said  assessors,  aod  each  of  them,  to  in- 
quire after  and  concemiag  all  lands,  dwelling- 
houses,  and  slaves,  in  their  respective  assessmeot 
districts,  by  reference  to  any  records  or  documents, 
and  to  any  lists  of  assessment  taken  under  the  lawr 
of  their  respective  States,  and  by  all  other  law- 
fulways  and  meanaTlfia  to  value  and  Enumerate 
Ttfe  said'TiwolliByfaouseS]  lands,  and  slaves,  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit :  Every  dwelling-house 
above  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  the 
out  bouses  theiMoai^urteaant,  and  the  lot  on  wfaicb 
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such  dwelling-house  aad  out  houBeb  are  erected, 
not  exceeding  two  acres,  in  any  case,  shall  be 
valued  at  the  rate  such  dwelliug-house,  with  the 
lot  and  appurtenances  aforesaid,  are  worth  in  mo- 
□eVi  with  a  due  regard  to  situatiou.  AllJaMs>and 


rn  lots,  except  Tots  on  which  dweiIing-1 
atove^the- value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  wilh  their 
appurtenances,  are  erected,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
valued  by  the  q^uaniity,  either  in  acres  or  square 
feet  as  the  case  ndSy  be,at  the  average  rate  which 
each  seiMirate  and  eatire  tract  or  lot  is  worth  in 
mraey,  in  due  relation  to  other  lands  and  lot8,SDd 
Wllhreference  to  all  advantages,  either  oT  soil  or 
situation,  and  to  all  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments of  whatever  kind,  except  dwetUng-houses 
•bore  the  value  of  one  hundred  doUam,  and  the  out 
houses  appurtenant  thereto.  And  all  slaves,  whe- 
ther n^roes.  mulaCtoes,  or  mestizoes,  above  the 
age  of  twelve,  and  under  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
shall  be  enumerated  in  the  assessment  district  in 
which  they  may,  respectively,  be  kept  or  employ- 
ed at  the  time  of  the  enumeration,  except  such 
as  from  fixed  infirmity,  or  bodily  disability,  may 
be  incapable  of  labor ;  PTOvided,  That  all  prop- 
erty, of  whatever  kind,  coming  within  any  of  the 
foregoing  descriptions,  and  beloogiog  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  State,or  permanently  exempted 
from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein 
the  same  may  be  situated  or  possessed,  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  aforemid  valuation  and  enu- 
mmtion. 

9Bo.9.ii7td6etf/ur(Aerenactec2,  Thatjfor  the  pur- 
pose of  making  theaforesaid  valuationsand  enume- 
rations, the  a&flCKSQfK  to  be  appointed  in  each  assess- 
ment district,  m  {Airsuance  of  this  act,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required  to  dis- 
tribute their  respective  assessment  districts,  by 
mutual  agreement,  into  such  number  of  divisions 
as  they  shall  deem  convenient,  not  exceeding  the 
number  of  assistant  assessors  appointed  for  each 
district ;  after  which,  they  shall,  severally,  pro- 
ceed, without  delay,  through  their  respective  di- 
visions, and,  in  general,  through  every  part  of 
their  respective  as!>essment  districts^  and  shall  re- 
quire all  persons  owning  or  possessing  any  dwel- 
ling-houses, lands,  or  slaves,  or  having  the  care 
or  management  thereof,  to  deliver  snwrate  writ- 
ten listsL  specifying  in  one  list  the  d  wdling-hooses. 
in  another  the  lands,  aud  in  a  third  the  slaves, 
^wned,  possessed,  or  superintended  by  them,  re- 
speciively,  in  each  and  every  assessment  district 
of  the  State,  or  of  any  other  State,  designating 
the  State,  county,  parish,  township,  or  town, 
as  the  case  may  be,  where  the  property  lies; 
and  making  separate  lists,  as  aforesaid,  for  the 
property  in  each;  and  the  said  lists  shall  spe- 
|y  cify,  in  respect  to  dwelling-houses,  their  situ- 
ation, their  dimensions  or  area,  their  number 
of  stories,  the  number  and  dimensions  of  their 
windows,  the  materials  whereof  they  are  built, 
whether  wood,  briek^  or  stone,  the  number,  de- 
■eription,  and  dimensions  of  the  out  houses  appur- 
tenant to  them,  and  the  names  of  their  owners 
or  occupants ;  and,  in  respect  to  lands,  the  said 
lisu  shall  specify  the  quantity  of  each  separate 
tract  or  lot,  the  number,  description  ud  dimen- 


sions  of  ail  wharves  and  buildings  thereon. cicept 
dwelling-houses  above  the  value  of  one  huDdied 
dollars,  and  the  out  houses  appurteaant  theieto; 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  occupant;  and  the 
quantity  of  land  such  owner  or  occupant  ma 
claim,  as  entitled  to  exemption  under  this  act,  wiili 
the  circumstances  whereon  the  claim  rests;  and 
in  respect  to  slaves,  the  said  lists  shall  specify  tbe 
number  above  the  age  of  twelve,  and  under  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  owned  or  possessed  by,  oi  under 
the  care  of,  each  person,  with  the  name  of  suck 
person. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  ThsL  if 
any  person,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  he  prepared  to 
exhibit  a  written  list,  when  required,  aad  shall 
consent  to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all 
lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  as  afoTesaid, 
then,  aud  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
assessor  to  make  such  list,  which,  being  distinedf 
read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  received  as  the 
list  of  such  person. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatifaaf 
person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  assessor, 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  requihog 
a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  false  or  fniuduleit 
list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the  valuatioa 
or  eoumeratiuo  hereby  directed  to  be  made,  soch 
person  so  ofiending,  and  being  thereof  coaricttd 
before  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiciiea, 
shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hna- 
dred  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  hundred  doIlan,at 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall  pay  all  cotfi 
and  charges  of  prosecution ;  and  the  valuatitwasd 
enumeration  of  such  p^sons'  property,  sbaLL  in 
all  such  cases,  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  upon  lists, 
according  to  tl|e  form  ahove  described,  to  bemade 
out  by  the  assgams,  respectively ;  which  lisu  the 
said  BssessorS'are  authorized  and  required  to  make, 
according  to  the  best  information  they  can  obtain, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  which,  they  ait 
hereby  authorized  to  enter  into  and  upon  all  and 
singular  the  premises,  respectively  ;  and  from  the 
valuations  and  enumerations  so  made,  there  shall 
be  DO  appeal. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
lis^  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken  with  reference  » 
the  first  day  of  October  next ;  aud  the  eommif- 
sioners,  aforesaid,  snail  prestnribe  a  time  to  the  as* 
sessors  of  assessment  districts,  within  which  time 
tbe  said  lists  shall  be  taken  and  delivered  lo  the 
principal  assessor,  to  be  named  for  that  purpose, 
in  each  assessment  district ;  which  time  shall  not 
be  more  than  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receir- 
ing  their  precepts  or  warrants.  And  all  lists  of 
property  tacen  with  reference  to  any  other  assess- 
ment district  than  that  in  which  the  owner  oi 
possessor  resides,  shall  be  immediately  transmit- 
ted to  tbe  commissioner  superintending  the  dis- 
trict, and  from  him  to  the  prmcipal  assessor  of  the 
district  within  which  such  property  is  situated. 

Sec.  13,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  ca« 
any  person  shall  be  absent  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence at  the  time  an  assessor  shall  call  to  receiTe 
the  list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  tbednty  of  sBch 
assessor  to  leave  at  the  house  or  place  ttf  resideece 
of  such  person  a  written  note  or  memoraodas, 
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reqairiDg  him  to  present  to  such  Bsseasor  the  list 
or  lists  reqoired  by  this  act,  within  ten  days  from 
the  date  of  such  note  or  memorandum. 

Ssa  14.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  if  any 
person,  on  being  required  or  notified,  as  aforesaid, 
siiall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  or  lists,  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors,  for  the  assess- 
ment district  within  which  such  person  nhall  re- 
side, or  of  some  two  or  more  of  them,  and  they,  or 
some  two  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands, 
dwelling-booses,  and  premises  of  such  person  so 
neglectiag  or  refusing,  and  to  make,  according  to 
the  best  information  which  they  can  obtain,  and, 
on  their  own  riew,  such  list  or  lists  of  the  lauds, 
dwelling-bouses,  and  slaves  of  such  person,  as  are 
leqoired  by  this  act ;  which  lists.  90  made  and 
subscribed  by  such  assessors,  shall  be  taken  and 
reputed  as  good  and  sufficient  lists  of  the  lands, 
dwelling-bouses,  and  slaves  of  such  person,  under, 
and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act ;  and  the  person 
so  failing  or  neglecting,  unless  in  case  of  sickness 
or  absence  from  home,  for  the  whole  period  from 
the  leaving  of  such  notification,  to  the  expiration 
of  the  said  ten  days,  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  .onejiundred  dollars,  to  be  recov- 
ered, with  costs  oT  sua,  in  any  court  having  com- 
petent jurisdiction;  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
assessors  for  the  assessment  district  in  which  such 
person  shall  reside,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the 
ose  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  furiher  enacted.  That  when- 
ever there  shall  be.  in  any  assessment  district,  any 
dwelling-houses,  lands,  or  slaves,  not  owned  or 
possessed  bv  anv  person  or  persons  within  such 
district,  and  no  list  of  which  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  principal  assessor  of  such  district,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  assessors  for  such  district,  or  some  one  or 
more  of  them,  and  they,  or  some  one  or  more  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  enter 
into  and  upon  all  such  dwelling-houses,  lands,  and 
lots,  and  to  make  listsof  the  same,  respectively,  after 
the  form  prescribed  by  this  act.  and  also  to  m^e 
lists  of  all  slaves,  as  aforesaid ;  which  lists,  being 
subscribed  by  the  said  assessor  or  assessors,  shaD 
be  taken  and  reputed  as  good  and  sufficient  lists 
of  such  lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  under 
and  for  the  purpose  of  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  ^iitl  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
atseasors,  after  collecting  the  said  lists  of  buidi, 
dwelling^ouses,  and  slaves,  shall  proceed  to  vidue 
and  assess  the  same,  in  a  jiist  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  this  act,  and  shall  arrange  and  class  the  said 
lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  in  three  general 
lists ;  the  first  of  which  lists  shall  exhibit  in  alpha- 
betical order,  the  names  of  all  proprietors  and 
possessors,  where  known,  of  lots  and  tracts  of 
land  in  such  assessment  district,  with  the  quantity 
and  valuation  of  each  lot  and  tract,  and  the  whole 
valuation  of  the  lands  belonging  to,  or  possessed 
by,  any  one  person ;  the  second  list  shall  exhibit, 
in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  all  proprietors 
and  possessors  of  dwelliug-houses,  above  the  value 
4)(  one  hundred  dollars,  with  the  description  and 


valuation  of  each  dwelling-house,  and  the  appur- 
tenances, and  the  quantity  of  land  valued  ihere* 
with,  according  to  this  act;  and  the  third  list 
shall  exhibit,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of 
all  persons  owning,  possessing,  or  having  the  care 
of  any  slaves,  with  the  number  of  slaves,  as  afore- 
said, owned  by,  or  under  the  care  of  each  person: 
And  the  forms  of  the  said  lists  shall  be  devised 
and  prescribed  by  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  ena4Ued.  That  if  any 
assest-or  shall  fail  to  perform  any  d\xiy  assigned 
by  this  act,  within  the  time  prescribed  m  his  pre- 
cept, warrant,  or  other  le^al  instructions,  not  being 
prevented  therefrom  by  sickness,  or  other  unavoif 
able  accident,  every  such  assessor  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  office,  and  shall  moreover  forfeit 
and  pay  two'hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  iu  any  court  having 
competent  jurisdiction,  with  costs  of  suit. 

Seo.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  iwr 
mediately  after  the  valuations  and  enumerations 
shall  have  been  completed,  as  aforesaid,  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  assessment  district,  shaQ,  by 
written  notifications,  to  be  publicly  posted  up,  in 
at  least  four  of  the  most  public  places  in  such 
district,  advertise  all  persons  concerned,  of  the 
place  where  the  said  lists,  valuations,  and  enumer- 
ations may  be  seen  and  examined ;  and  that  dur- 
ing fifteen  days  after  the  publication  of  the  notifi- 
cations, as  aforesaid,  appeals  will  be  received  and 
determined  by  him,  relative  to  any  erroneous  or 
excessive  valuations  or  ennmeratima  by  the  as- 
sessor. 

Seo.  19.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor,  in  each 
assessment  district^  during  fifteen  days  after  the 
date  of  public  notification,  to  be  made  as  afoE^ 
said,  to  submit  the  proceedings  of  the  assessara, 
and  the  lists  by  them  received  or  taken,  as  afore- 
said, to  the  inspection  of  any  and  all  persons  who  ^ 
shall  apply  for  that  purpose :  And  the  said  prioci-  , 
cal  assessors  are  hereny  authorized  to  receive,  hear, 
and  determine,  in  a  summary  way,  accordmg  to 
law  and  right,  upon  any  and  all  appeals  which 
may  be  exhibited  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  assessors :  Prwided  (dwaife,  That  the  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  by  the  principal  assessor,  on 
an  appeal  respecting  the  valuation  of  any  lands 
or  dwelling-houses,  shall  be,  whether  the  valua- 
tion com^ained  of,  be,  or  be  no^  in  a  just  rdap  ^ 
tion  or  proportion  to  other  valuations  in  the  sam* 
assessment  district. 

Seo.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacts,  That  all 
appeals  to  the  princi^  assessors,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  shall  specify  the 
particular  cause,  matter  or  thing,  respecting  which 
a  decision  is  requested,  and  shall,  moreover,  state 
the  ground  or  principle  of  inequality  or  enor  com- 
plained of,  by  reference  to  some  one  or  more  val- 
uations of  lands  or  dwelling-houses  in  the  jamtf 
aaiasament  district ;  and  in  all  cases  to  whicb  r«- 
erence  mSy  be  mkde  in  any  appeal,  as  aforesaid, 
the  principal  assessor  shall  have  power  to  re- 
examine and  equalize  the  valuations  as  shall  ap- 
I  pear  just  and  equitable ;  but  no  valuation  shall 
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be  increased,  without  a  prertous  notice  of  at  least 
fire  days  to  tbe  party  iDterested,  to  appear  and 
object  to  the  same,  if  he  judge  proper;  which 
notice  shall  be  j^ren  by  a  note  in  writing,  to  be 
left  at  the  dwelling  of  the  party,  by  such  assessor 
•8  the  principal  assessor  shall  designate  for  that 
purpose. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  im- 
mediately after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
receiving,  hearing,  and  deciding  on  appeals,  and 
within  such  period  as  shall  be  prescrioed  by  tbe 
commissioners  aforesaid,  the  principal  assessor  and 
other  assessors  of  each  assessment  district,  shall 
make  out,  subscribe,  and  transmit  to  the  commis- 
sioner super iotendine  the  district,  exact  copies, 
certified  under  their  hands,  of  all  lists  respectirely 
taken  by  ihem,  or  either  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  three  abstracts  of  their  proeeediiigs ; 
one  of  which  abstracts  shall  exhibit  a  summary 
Tiew  of  the  valuations  of  all  lands,  and  another 
abstract  shall  exhibit  a  summary  view  of  the  val- 
uations of  all  dwelling-houses,  and  a  third  abstract 
shall  exhibit  a  summary  view  of  the  enumeration 
of  all  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  in  each  district;  the 
forms  of  which  abstracts  shall  be  established  and 
prescribed  by  the  Department  of  tbe  Treasury. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power,  on 
consideration  and  examination  of  the  abstracts  to 
be  rendered  by  the  assessors,  as  aroresaid,  and  of 
the  lists  aforesaid,  to  revise,  adjust  and  vary,  tbe 
valuations  of  lands  and  dwelling-houses  in  any 
assessment  district,  by  adding  thereto,  or  deduct- 
ing therefrom,  such  a  rate  per  centum  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  just  and  equitaUe:  Protfided,  That 
the  relative  valuations  of  the  different  lots  or  tracts 
of  land,  or  dwelling-houses,  in  the  same  assess- 
ment district,  shall  not  be  changed  or  affected : 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  manifest  error  or 
imperfection  shall  appear  in  any  of  the  said  ab- 
stracts, the  commissioners  shall  and  may  require 
of  the  assessors,  that  the  said  abstracts  be  explained 
and  corrected,  and  shall  and  may  remove  from 
<^ce,  any  and  all  of  the  said  assetisors,  and  olher- 
wi^  proceed  against  them  according  to  this  act; 
and  if  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
the  commissioners,  convened  in  a  general  meeting, 
a  new  valuation  may  be  directed,  and  after  sucn 
valuation  shall  have  been  completed  and  con- 
firmed, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  act,  the 
said  commissioners  shall  cause  the  aforesaid  ab- 
stncla  and  lists  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ;  in  default  of  which,  they  shall 
severally  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  use  of  tbe  United 
States,  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  commissioners,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may 
direct  the  principal  assessors  of  each  assessment 
district,  to  register  and  record  the  listK,  valuations, 
and  enumerations,  made  by  the  assessors,  as  afore- 
said ;  and  to  add  to,  or  deduct  from  tbe  valuations 
of  the  lands  and  dwelling-houses  of  each  individ- 
ual, such  a  rate  per  centum  as  shall  be  determined 
by  the  commissioners,  as  aforesaid. 


Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtttfio  i 
the  valuations,  enumerations,  and  records  themC  | 
shall  have  been  completed,  according  to  this  act, 
it  shall  be  lawful  Ibr  the  supervisors  of  districti 
comprehending  hut  one  survejr  of  inspection,  t&d 
the  inspectors  of  surveys  in  districts  compreheod- 
iog  more  than  one  survey  of  inspection,  with  tk 
concurrence  of  the  supervi5or8  of  such  dittrietfc 
to  depute  one  skilful  and  fit  person,  in  each  iaae» 
ment  district,  to  be  surveyor  of  the  revenne ;  tad 
every  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  so  appointed,  atkiU 
give  bond  with  surety,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fre 
hundred  nor  more  than  two  thousand  doUar^ftt 
the  diligent  and  faithful  execution  of  his  office, 
and  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affinna* 
tion,  truly,  faithfully,  and  impartially,  to  disekai|e 
tbe  duties  enjoined  by  this  act;  and  acertiicBM 
of  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  with  the  mi 
bond,  shall  he  transmitted  to,  and  lodged  in 
office  of  the  supervisor  of  the  district. 

Seo.  25.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  ilskall 
be  the  duly  of  the  surveyors  of  the  reveane  is 
receive  and  safely  preserve  the  records  of  the  list^ 
valuations,  and  enumerations  hereinbefore  mn- 
tioned:  And  the  said  surveyors  shall  keepitw 
and  exact  accounbi  of  the  valuation  of  the  lands 
and  dwelling-houses  belonging  to  each  andensT 
individual,  dietinguishing  each  tract,  lot,  and  dwo- 
ling-house.  And  whenever  any  lands  or  dwetliog^ 
houses,  included  in  the  said  valuation,  shall  bt 
alienated,  or  in  any  way  transferred,  it  shtll  be 
the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue  («  tbe 
district,  if  a  dwelling-house,  or  entire  tract  or  lot 
has  been  alienated,  to  cha^  the  amount  of  the 
valuation  thereon  to  an  account  with  the  |W- 
cbaser,  and  to  credit  the  account  of  the  penoa 
disposing  of  the  same;  and  wbenever  a  tract  of 
land,  lot,  or  dwelling-house,  shall  be  divided  by 
sale  or  partition,  the  said  surveyor  shall,  by  eotij 
and  view  of  tbe  said  land  or  dwelliog-houxe.  or 
by  other  lawful  ways  and  means,  inform  bim5elf 
of  the  relative  value  of  the  different  parts  of  tbe 
original  tract,  or  tot,  or  dwelling-house,  so  divided, 
and  shall  apportion  the  value  of  the  entire  trac^oi 
lot,  or  dweUing-bou'ie,  as  shall  be  just  and  equita- 
ble, and  shall  enter  and  record  the  same  in  manun 
aforesaid.  And  whenever,  and  so  often  as  a  new 
dwelling-house  shall  beerectedand  inhabited, aftff 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  or  an^  dwelliaj- 
houses  or  lands,  which,  at  the  time  of  making  w 
said  valuation,  shall  be  exempted  from  taxatioa 
b^  tbe  laws  of  the  State  where  the  same  shall  be 
situated,  shall  cease  to  be  so  exempted,  the  said 
surveyors  shall  and  may,  in  their  respective  du- 
iricts,  proceed  to  value  and  assess  the  sam^  la 
like  manner,  and  on  the  principles  beieinbefoK 
prescribed,  in  respect  to  valuations  of  dw^tag-  . 
houses  and  lands,  and  shall  add  the  same  to  the 
valuations  to  be  made  by  assessors  as  aforettid- 
And  whenever,  and  so  often  as  any  dweUiag- 
house  shall  be  destroyed  or  damaged  by  fire,  or 
other  accident,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  thesurveyon 
to  cancel  the  valuations  thereon,  if  such  house  be 
wholly  destroyed ;  or.  if  such  hou?e  be  merely 
damaged  or  impaired,  to  reduce  the  valuatioa 
thereon,  to  such  sum  as  shall  be  just  and  eqaio- 
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ble:  Provided,  That  no  change  of  the  vaiuatioo 
of  any  dwelliog-house,  shall  oe  valid,  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  inspector 
(rf  tbe  sarvey,  or  the  supervisor  of  tbe  district,  if 
eomprehendiDg  but  ooe  survey  of  iDspeetion. 

Beo.  26.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  tbe  aorveyorsof  the  ivvenoe,  when- 
ever they  shall  receive  precepts  or  warrants  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  inspectors  of  aarveys,  or  the 
supervisors  of  districtt  comiwehendiag  but  one  sur- 
vey of  inspection,  to  enumerate  any  and  all  slaves 
in  their  respective  districts  above  the  age  of  twelve 
and  under  the  aj^  of  fifty  years,  except  such  as 
irom  fixed  infirmity,  or  bodily  disability,  may  be 
incapable  of  labor,  as  aforeGaid,  and  to  report  the 
numoer  thereof,  as  also  the  number  of  houses,  with 
the  valuatioos,  thereof,  respectively,  and  the  val- 
uation of  any  and  all  lands,  and  also  to  compute 
and  state  tbe  taxes  which  may  be  due  and  paya- 
Ueby  each  and  every  individual;  and  to  deliver 
tnie  aad  correct  lists  thereof^  to  tbe  persons  who 
mar  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec  27.  Aad  l/e  it  JurHter  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  snrveyon  of  tbe  revenue  shall,  at  all  times, 
submit  the  iaspeetion  of  their  books  and  records 
to  the  supervisors  and  inspectors  of  tbe  internal 
revenues  of  tbe  Uoited  States,  or  to  any  person 
authorized  and  deputed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  that  purpose;  and  shall,  moreover, 
grant  and  certify  copies  or  transcripts  therefrom, 
to  any  persons  who  shall  apply  for  tbe  same,  and 
who  shall,  previously,  tender  or  pay  the  fees  here- 
after allowed  and  established  therefor. 

Sbc.  28.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
foUowio^  compensations  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
eommissiooers,  clerks,  and  assessors,  aforesaid,  for 
services  to  be  performed  under  this  act- 
To  each  commissioner,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  in  addition  to  an  allowance  of  three  dollars 
per  diem,  for  each  and  every  day,  in  going  to,  at- 
twidiDg  at,  and  returning  from  any  general  meet- 
ing of  the  said  coinmissioaers,  or  In  visitiaff  the  sev- 
eral assessment  districts,  in  pursuance  of  any  re- 
Bolution  of  the  saiJ  commissioners. 

To  each  clerk  of  the  commissioners,  a  compen- 
Mtion  for  tbe  time  they  may  be  employed,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

To  each  assessor,  other  than  principal  assessors, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  diem,  for  every  day 
employed  in  collecting  lists ;  and  also  one  dollar 
per  diem  for  every  day  employed  in  arranging  the 
said  lists,  and  makiDg  the  valuations  and  enumer- 
ations. 

To  each  principal  assessor,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
e«Dts  for  every  day  employed  in  receiving  and  ar- 
ranging lists,  aad  hearug  appeaia,  and  in  record- 
ing the  lists,  valuations,  and  enomerations,  afore- 
■aid,  and  corresponding  with  eommissionera ;  and, 
in  addition  to  the  said  allowanees  and  compensa- 
tions, the  said  commissioners  and  assessors  shall 
be  allowed  their  necessary  and  rvasonable  chaises 
for  books  and  stationery :  and  the  accounts  of  the 
assessors  shall  be  certified  by,  and  presented  to  the 
commissioners,  in  tbe  name  of  the  principal  asses- 
sor of  each  assessment  district,  who  shall  be  re- 
■poDiihle  to  the  other  asMssort.  And  the  accounts 


of  tbe  assessors  and  commissioners  in  each  State, 
shall  be  presented  at  the  Treasury,  for  adjustment, 
in  tbe  name  of  some  one  of  the  commisioners,  to  be 
designated  for  that  purpose,  by  tbe  other  commia- 
siooers,  who  shall  distribute  the  sums  payable  to 
tbe  principal  assessor^  aforesaid :  Prond^  That 
no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  tbe  assessors,  other 
thnn  for  the  expense  of  books  and  stationery,  until 
it  shall  be  ascertained  and  certified  to  the  satisfac 
tion  of  the  commissioners,  that  the  services  direC' 
ted  by  this  act,  have  been  performed.  And  all 
letters  or  packets  to  or  from  any  commissioner, 
appointed  under  this  act,  shall,  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  for  which  such  commissioner  is  ap- 
pointed, be  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  29.  And  he  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  the 
surveyors  of  the  revenue  shall  be  allowed  the  fol- 
lowing compensations,  for  services  to  be  performed 
under  this  act:  For  recording  each  and  every 
transfer  of  the  valuation  of  every  entire  tract  of 
land,  or  dwelling-bouse,  twelve-and-a-faalf  cents: 
For  apportioning  each  and  every  valuation  of  a 
tract  of  land,  lot,  or  dwelling-house,  and  recording 
the  same,  in  consequence  of  any  division  or  parti- 
tion thereof,  fifty  cents  for  every  division  of  the  ori- 
ginal tract,  lot,  or  dwelUag-house  :  For  viewing 
each  and  every  dwelling-house,  in  consequence  of 
an  application  for  the  r^uction  of  a  valuation,  and 
for  recording  the  proceeding  thereon,  one  dollar : 
For  every  official  certificate,  except  such  as  may 
be  required  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  the 
supervisors,  inspectors,  or  collectors  of  the  revenue, 
twenty-five  cents.  And  the  compensations  afore- 
said, shall  be  paid  by  the  party  or  parties  applying 
for  such  reduction,  record,  exoneration,  or  appor- 
tionment. 

Sect.  30.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  meident  to 
the  valuatioos  and  eanroerationa  directed  by  this 
act.  there  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
ana  fifty  thousand  oollars.  to  be  mid  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwiie  appropriated.  , 

Approved,  July  9, 1796. 


An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeontioiu  of  the 
officers  employed  in  collecting  the  intemtl  revenue* 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  insure  more  e&ctoally 
Uie  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Be  it  enactedf  That,  in  lieu  of  the  compen- 
sations DOW  established,  there  shall,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  be  allowed,  for  the 
collection  of  the  internal  duties  which  have  been 
berelofore  imposed  by  law,  the  respective  com- 
pensations following,  to  wit : 

To  the  supervisor  of  the  district  of  Virginia,  an 
annual  salary  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

To  the  supervisor  of  the  district  of  Peunsylva^ 
nia,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hua* 
dred  dollars. 

To  each  of  the  supervisors  of  Ifassaehusetta, 
New  York.  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lara. 

Digitized  by  Google 


3771 


APPENDIX. 


3772 


To  each  of  the  snperrinn  of  Connecticnt  aad 
Ohio,  an  aDDual  salary  of  seven  hundred  dollars. 

To  each  of  the  lupervisors  of  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Jersey,  an  annual  salary  of  six  hundred 
dollars. 

To  each  of  the  supervisors  of  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Delaware,  Tennessee,  and  Gteorgia,  an 
annual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  That  tbe  fol- 
lowing sums  shall  lie  allowed  to  the  supervisors 
for  clerk  hire,  in  their  respective  offices,  to  wit : 

To  the  supervisors  of  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Pennsylvaaia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caroli- 
na, and  South  Carolina,  eight  hunilred  dollars  per 
anDUm,  each. 

To  the  supervisors  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  Conaecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Georgia, 
four  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

To  the  supervisors  of  Vermont,  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  Tennessee,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annam, 
each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  su- 
pervisors shall  severally  be  allowed,  in  addition 
to  the  salaries  aforesaidj  tbe  same  commissions  on 
the  product  of  all  the  mternal  duties  heretofore 
imposed  and  collected  in  their  respective  districts, 
as  nave  been  heretofore  allowed  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  beit  fierther  enacted.  That  the  in- 
spectors of  surveys  now  established  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  several  districts,  not  being  also  supervisors, 
shall  each  be  allowed  aa  annual  salary  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  inspectors,  not  being  also  a  supervisor, 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  salary  aforesaid,  and  to 
the  commissions  heretofore  allowed  to  them  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  two 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  clerk  hire  in  their 
respective  offices. 

Sec  6.  Ajtd  be  it  fvcrther  enacted,  That  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue  shall  be  allowed  »  com- 
missioQ  of  six  per  centum  on  the  product  of  all 
the  internal  duties  heretofore  imposed,  and  by 
^m  respectively  received ;  except  that,  in  the 
districts  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  a 
commission  of  four  per  centum,  onlv,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  said  emiectors,  npon  the  amount  of 
duties  arising  from  s|nrits  distilled  from  foreign 
materials. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enaOed,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  of  districts,  to  appor- 
tion and  albw  to  such  of  the  collectors  of  the 
revenue  and  auxiliary  officers,  as,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  them 
really  necessary  so  to  compensate,  yearly  salaries, 
not  exceeding  the  medium  rate  of  eighty  dolUrs 
to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  actuuly  employ- 
ed, nor  exceeding  the  medium  rate  of  thirty  dol- 
lars to  theauxiliaryofficersactually  employed, nor 
exceeding  the  sums  following,  in  the  respective 
districts,  to  wit :  In  New  Hampshire,  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars;  in  Massachusetts,  one 
thonsMid  four  hundred  audsixty  dollars }  in  Rhode 


Island,  two  hundred  and  fiAy  dtdlars;  in  Cob- 
oecticut,  six  hundred  dollars;  in  VermoDt,  four 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  in  New  Yoi^  one 
thousand  and  ninety  dollars;  in  New  Jersey,  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  in  Pennsylvania, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  ddlars ;  in  Del- 
aware, three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  ;  in  Mary- 
land, one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  ifi  Virgi- 
nia, four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollan; 
in  Ohio,  Mveo  hundred  and  ninety  dollars;  ia 
Tennessee,  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars ;  in 
North  Carolina,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars ;  in  South  Carolina,  two  tfaoasaBd 
three  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  and  in  Georgia, 
six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Sgo.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
supervisors  shall  be  allowed,  for  preparing,  stamp- 
ing, and  distributiiw,  among  the  inspecturs,  oac 
cent  for  every  certificate  to  accompanv  foreign  or 
domestic  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  actually  issiMd  ia 
the  surreys  and  ports  of  their  respective  districts; 
that  the  inspectors  of  surreys,  aad  such  of  the  su- 
pervisors as  perform  the  same  duties,  shall  be  al- 
lowed two  ceots-and-one-half  for  each  certificate 
signed  bv  them,  and  issued  to  accompany  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits,  and  one  cent  for  each  certtf- 
cate  signed  by  them,  and  issued  to  accompany 
foreign  distilled  spirits;  that  the  inspectors  of  the 
revenue  for  ports,  shall  be  allowed  one  cent-aod- 
one-half,  for  every  certificate  issued  in  their  ports, 
respectively,  to  accompany  foreign  distilled  spirits, 
and  two  cents-and-one-luilf  for  every  certificate  io 
accompany  wines  or  teas;  and  to  the  deputies  of 
such  insp^tors,  the  sumof  twocents-and-ooe-half 
for  every  cask  or  package  of  foreign  distilled  spi- 
rits, wines,  or  teas,  by  them  marked  according  to 
law.  and  returned  to  their  respective  fHinci^ls; 
and  for  gauging  wioes,  whereon  the  duties  are 
payable  according  to  the  value  thereof,  six  easts 
for  every  cttk  actually  gauged ;  and  that  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  shall  be  allowed  for  meas- 
uring and  marking,  according  to  law,  each  stffl 
under  the  capacity  of  one  hundred  gallons,  sixty 
cents;  and  lor  each  still  of  the  capacity  of  ooe 
hundred  gallons,  or  more,  seventy-five  cents ;  and 
for  marking  each  cask  of  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
and  for  issuing  and  countersigning  a  certificate  to 
accompany  the  same,  two-and-one-half  cents,  and 
for  every  cask  which  they  respectively  gauge,  ot 
cause  to  be  gauged,  six  cents. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  That  it  shaU 
be  lawful,  this  act  notwithstandiujgj  fwtfaeeoUeei- 
ors  of  the  revenue  to  demand  of^individuala  the 
fee  or  extra  compensation  authorized  by  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  faundtcd 
and  ninety-six,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  upoa 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  re- 
pealing the  former  act  for  that  purpose^'  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  conditions  thereby  prescribed. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  several  officers  employed,  or  to  be 
employed,  in  collecting  the  internal  revenues  of 
the  United  States,  to  aeep  accurate  accounts  <^ 
their  official  eraolommts  and  expenditoicsj  tad 
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the  same  to  transmit  aDDOalljr,  od  the  last  day  of 
December,  to  the  CommissioDer  of  the  Rereuue ; 
abstracts  of  which  accouDls  shall,  aDnually,  be 
laid  before  Coogress,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
neeessarr  expenses  of  {Hrocurinc  books,  stationery, 
printed  iorms,  certificates,  and  other  documents, 
accessary  for  the  collection  of  the  lateroal  rere- 
nues,  shall  and  may  be  allowed  to  the  supervisors, 
inspectors,  and  collectors,  of  the  revenue,  in  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts.  And  all  letters  and 
pickets  to  aod  from  the  said  suj>errisors  and  in- 
spectors ot  the  revenue,  on  business  of  their  re- 
spective office!^  shall  be  received  anil  conveyed  by 
post,  free  of  postaee. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enncted,  That  the 
mperrisors  of  districts,  iospectOTs  of  surveys,  and 
collectors  of  the  rerenae,  shall,  within  three 
months  after  being  th&eto  required,  give  bonds 
with  sureties,  for  the  true  and  faithful  execution 
of  their  respective  offices,  and  settlement  of  their 
accounts,  according  to  law,  in  manner  following, 
to  wit:  The  supervisors  of  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  in  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  each;  the  supervi- 
sors  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecti- 
cut, New  Jersey,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  each ;  and  the  supervisors  of  Vermont. 
Delaware,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  in  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  each  ;  and  the  in- 
spectors of  the  several  surveys,  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  each ;  which  bonds  shall  be  sev- 
erally approved  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  shall  be  Bled  in  his  office,  to  be  by  him 
pat  Id  suit  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 
npoQ  any  breach  of  the  conditions  thereof;  and 
the  collectors  of  the  revenue  shall  severally  give 
like  bonds,  with  sureties,  in  a  sum  not  less  uiao 
three  tbouisand  dollars ;  which  bonds  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts, and  shall  be  filed  in  their  offices,  to  be  hy 
them  pot  in  suit,  upon  any  breach  of  the  condi- 
tions thereof. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
suits  on  bonds,  taken  m  pursuance  of  this  act, 
shall  be  instituted  and  determined  in  the  manner 
escribed  by  the  act,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
arch,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
ieveo,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  more  effectu- 
ally for  the  settlement  of  acconnts  between  the 
United  States,  and  reeeiTers  of  public  money 
and  in  all  suits  instituted  against  an  inspector  of 
any  survey,  or  collector  of  the  revenue,  transcripts 
from  the  books  of  the  supervisor  of  the  proper  ais- 
triel,  or  copies  of  any  papers,  or  other  documents 
relating  to  the  accounts  of  such  inspector  or  col- 
lector, duly  authenticated,  under  the  seal  of  the 
seid  supervisor,  shall  have  equal  validity,  and  be 
entitlea  to  the  same  credit  which  would  be  due 
to  the  original  papers,  if  produced  in  open  court, 
subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  condition  mentioned 
in  the  second  section  of  the  act  before  recited. 

Sec.  14.  Ar^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
bond  of  any  supervisor  or  other  officer  of  the  rev- 


enue, who  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  for  more  than 
six  months,  to  make  up,  and  render  to  the  pnpa 
officer,  his  accounts  of  all  duties  collected  or  se- 
cured, pursuant  to  such  ftarms  and  regulations  as 
have  beeiK  or  shall  be  prescribed,  according  to  law, 
or  to  verify  such  accounts  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
if  thereto  required,  or  to  pay  over  the  moneys 
which  shall  have  been  collected,  shall  be  deemed 
forfeited,  and  judgment  thereon  shall  and  may  be 
taken  at  the  return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made  in 
open  courtj  by  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States, 
unless  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary  be  shown 
to.  and  allowed  by  the  court :  Provided  always, 
Tnat  the  writ  of  process,  in  such  case,  shall  have 
been  executed  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the 
return  day  thereof. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  all  debts  due  to  the  United  States  by 
any  supervisor  or  other  officer  of  the  revenue, 
whether  secured  by  bond  or  otherwise,  shall,  and 
hereby  is  declared  to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lauds  and 
real  estate  of  such  supervisor  or  other  officer  of 
the  reventie,  and  their  sureties,  from  the  time 
when  a  suit  shall  be  instituted  for  recovering  the 
same ;  and  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other 
personal  effects  of  such  supervisor  or  other  officer 
of  the  revenue,  and  their  sureties,  to  satisfy  any 
judgment  which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  against 
thera,  respectively,  such  lands  and  real  estates  may 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  advertised 
for  at  least  three  weeks,  in  not  less  than  three 
public  places  in  the  proper  district,  survey,  or 
division,  and  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  the 
country,  if  any  there  be,  at  least  six  weeks  prior  to 
the  proposed  time  of  sale;  and  for  all  lands  and 
real  estate  sold  in  pursuance  of  the  anthoritj 
aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  marshals,  or  their 
deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  affisrd 
a  valid  title  against  all  persons  claiming  under 
such  supervisor,  or  other  officer  of  the  revenue,  or 
their  sureties,  respectively. 
'  Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  so  much 
of  any  law  or  laws  as  authorizes  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  fix  or  vary  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
internal  revenues,  or  limits  ihe  yearly  sums  to 
be  allowed  to  them,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Approved,  July  11, 1798. 


An  Act  for  eitabUihing  and  organhuig  a  Marine  Coips. 

Be  it  enacted,  That,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
sent Military  Establtshment,  there  shall  be  latsed 
and  organized  a  corps  of  marines,  which  shall  con- 
sist of  one  major,  four  captains,  sixteen  first  lieu- 
tenants, twelve  second  lieutenants,  forty-eight  ser- 
geants, forty-eight  corporals,  thirty-two  drums  and 
fifes,  and  seven  hundred  and  twenty  privates,  in- 
cluding the  marines  who  have  been  enlisted,  or  are 
authorized  to  be  raised,  for  the  naval  armament; 
and  -the  said  corps  may  be  formed  into  as  many 
companies  or  detachments  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct,  with  a  proper  distribo> 
tion  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
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officers  aod  musicians  to  each  company  or  detach- 
ment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  tne  said  officers,  privates,  and 
mnsicians,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  to  a  major, 
fifty  dollars  per  mouth,  and  four  ralioos  per  day  ; 
to  a  captain,  forty  dollars  per  moDth,  and  three 
rations  per  day ;  to  a  first  lieutenant,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day ;  to  a  second 
lieutenaDl,  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  day ;  and  to  the  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, privates,  and  musicians,  conformably  to  the 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  providing  a  naval  arma- 
ment," aa  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States:  and  the  Ftesident  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tinae  the  enlistmeat  of  marines  until  the  said  corps 
shall  be  complete;  and,  of  himself,  to  anpoint 
the  commissioned  officers,  whenever,  in  tne  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  an  appointment  shall  be  neces- 
sary. And  the  enlistments,  which  shall  be  made 
by  virtue  hereof,may  be  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
subject  to  be  discharged  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  the  ceasing  or  repeal  of  the- 
laws  providing  for  the  naval  armament.  And  if 
the  marine  corps,  or  any  part  of  it,  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  President  to  do  duty  on  snore,  and  it  shall 
become  necessary  to  appoint  an  adjutant,  paymas- 
ter, quartermaster,  serseant  major,  quartermaster 
sergeant,  and  drum  and  fife  major,  or  any  of  them, 
the  major  or  commandant  of  the  corps  is  hereby 
aathorized  to  appoint  such  staff  officer  or  officers, 
from  the  line  of  subalterns,  sergeants,  and  music, 
respeetirely,  who  shall  be  entitled,  during  the  time 
they  shall  do  such  duty,  to  the  same  extra  pav  aad 
emoluments  which  are  allowed  by  law  to  officers 
acting  in  the  same  capacities  in  the  infantry. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  de- 
tachments of  the  corps  of  marines,  hereby  author- 
ized, shall  be  made  in  lieu  of  the  respective  quotas 
of  marines,  which  have  been  established  or  author- 
ized for  tbe  frigates,  and  other  armed  vessels  or 
galleys^ which  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  united  States;  and  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  inay  detach  and  appoint  such  of  tbe 
officers  of  this  marioe  corps,  to  act  on  board  the 
fricaies,  and  aay  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  respectively,  as  he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  judge  necessary ;  anything  in  the  act  pro- 
Tiding  a  naval  armament,"  to  the  contrary  hereof, 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-eommissioQed  <^cers,  priTates,  and 
mnaicans,  aforesaid,  shall  take  the  same  oath,  and 
shall  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  as  are  prescribed  for  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  rules  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Navy,  heretoibre.  or  which 
shall  be  established  by  law,  according  to  tbe  na- 
ture of  the  service  in  which  they  shall  be  employed, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  allowance,  in  case 
of  wounds  or  disabilities,  according  to  their  re- 
spective ranks,  as  are  eranted  by  the  act  "  to  ascer- 
tain and  fix  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States." 

8bo.  &  And  be  itjuriktr  enacted,  That  the  noo- , 


commissioned  officers,  musicians, seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, *jrho  are  or  shall  be  enlisted  into  the  service 
of  tbe  United  States,  and  tbe  non-commissioned 
officers  and  musicians,  who  are  or  shall  be  enlisted 
into  tbe  Army  of  tbe  United  Slates,  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  exempted,  duriog  their  term  of  ser- 
vice, from  all  personal  arrests  for  any  debt  or  con- 
tract. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
marine  corps,  established  by  this  act,  shall,  at  any 
time,  be  liable  to  do  duty  in  the  forts  and  garriscms 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  sea  coast,  or  any  other 
duty  on  shore,  as  the  President,  at  bis  discretion, 
shall  direct. 

Approved,  July  11, 1798. 


An  Act  establishing  an  annual  salszy  for  tin  Sumgw 
of  the  port  of  Caooceater. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  Gloucester,  in  the  Sute  of 
Maitsachusetts,  the  yearly  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  commence  from  the  last  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoasaBO 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

Approved,  July  14. 1798. 


An  Act,  in  addition  to  the  sett  eotitledt  An  act  fir 
the  ponishmeiit  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  if  any  persons  shall  unlaw- 
fully combinje  j}r  conspire  together,  with  intent  to 
oppose  any  measQTti  ur  wauurcsnirf  the  Got  em- 
men  t  of  the  United  States,  which  are  or  shall  be 
directed  by  proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the  oper- 
ation of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  intim- 
idate or  prevent  any  person  holding  a  place  or  office 
in  or  under  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes, 
from  undertaking,  performing,  or  executing,  his 
trust  or  duty;  and  ii  any  person  or  persons,  with 
intent  as  afore^aid,  shall  counsel,  advise,  or  attempt 
to  procure,  any  insurrection,  riot,  unlawful  assem- 
bly or  combination,  whether  such  conspiracy, 
threatening,  counsel,  advice,  or  attempt,  shall  have 
tbe  proposed  efiect  or  not,  he  or  they  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  oo  con- 
viction, before  any  court  of  the  United  Statu 
having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  aad  by 
imprisonment  during  a  term  not  less  than  six 
months,  nor  exceeding  five  years ;  and,  further,  at 
the  dbcretion  of  the  court,  may  be  holden  to  find 
sureties  for  his  good  behaviour  in  such  sum,  and 
for  such  time,  as  the  said  court  may  direct. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enactea.  That  if  auv 
person  shall  write,  print,  uiter,  or  publish,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  to  be  written,  printed,  uttered,  or 
published,  or  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  assist 
or  aid  in  writing,  printing,  uttering,  or  publishing. 
any  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious,  writing  or 
writings  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  House  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
with  intent  to  defame  the  said  Government,  or 
either  House  of  Uw  said  Congress,  or  the  said  Pre- 
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ddeDt,  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them,  into 
contempt  or  disrtpute;  or  to  excite  against  thfm, 
or  either  or  any  of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  ^ood 
people  of  the  United  States,  or  to  stir  up  sedition 
within  the  United  State*;  or  to  excite  any  aalaw- 
fiiil  combinations  thereio,  for  opposing  or  resisting 
Mf  law  of  the  United  'States,  or  vaj  aet  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  doae  in  pursuance 
of  anf  stub  law,  or  of  the  powers  id  him  rested 
by  the  CoDstitadon  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
reust,  oppose,  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  aet ;  or  to 
aid,  encourage,  or  abet,  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
foreign  nation  against  the  United  States,  their 
people  or  Gtoremment,  then  such  persons,  being 
thereof  conricted,  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  be  ponisbed 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  doHars,  and 
by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  be  prosecuted,  under  this  act,  for  the 
writing  or  publishing  any  libel,  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  lama)  for  the  defendant,  upon  the  trial  of  the 
cause,  to  gire  in  evidence,  in  his  defence,  the  truth 
(if  the  matter  contained  in  the  pablicatiim  charged 
as  a  libeL  And  the  jury,  who  shall  try  the  cause, 
shall  hare  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the 
ftet,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other 
V  easei. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  one, 
and  no  longer:  Provided,  That  the  expiration  of 
the  act  shall  not  prevent  or  defeat  a  prosecution 
and  punishment  of  anv  offence  against  the  law, 
daring  the  time  it  shall  be  io  force. . 

Approved,  July  14, 1798. 

An  Aet  to  lay  and  ooUeet  a  dinet  tax  widiin  the  Uni> 
tad  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  a  direct  tax  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  soall  be,  and  hereby  is,  laid 
npon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned  to  the 
States,  respectiTely,  in  the  manner  following: 

To  the  State  ofNew  Hampshire,  seventy-seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  dollars  tbirty-siz 
cents  and  two  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  two  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-fire 
dollars  thirty  one  cents  and  two  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  two  dollan,  and  eight 
cents. 

To  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  dollars  and  two  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Vermont,  forty-six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  eighteen 
cents  and  seven  mills. 

To  the  State  of  New  York,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars seventy  cents  and  seven  mills. 

To  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  ninety-eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  twen- 
ty-fire cents  find  three  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred 
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and  thiriy-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sev- 
entV'Seven  dollars  seventy-two  centa  and  seven 
mills. 

To  the  State  of  Delaware,  thirty  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  ^venty-nine  cents  and 
two  mills. 

To  the  Stateof  Maryland,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dol- 
lars  ninety-five  cents  and  four  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Virginia,  three  hundred  and  for- 
ty-five thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  fifly-six  cents  and  five  mills. 

To  the  State  of  Kentucky,  thirty-seven  thoo- 
sand  six  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  ninety- 
nine  cents  and  seven  mills. 

To  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  dolUrs  ninety-six  cents  and  five 
mills. 

To  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  eighteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six  dollars  thirty-eight  cents 
and  three  mills. 

To  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  dollars  seventy-three  cents  and  nine  mills. 

And  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  eighty- 
seven  cents  and  five  mills. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
tax  shall  be  collected  by  thcsupcrYis^rs,  inspect- 
og.  and  cgllBrtnrs  of  the  internal  reTeilUes  or  the 
United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  pursuant  to  such  regu- 
lations as  he  shall  establish,  and  shall  be  assessed 
upon  dwelling-houses,  lands,  and  slaves,  according 
to  the  valuations  and  enumerations,  to  be  made 
pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling-nouses, 
and  the  enumeration  of  slaves,  within  the  Unitea 
States,"  and  in  the  following  manner:  Upon 
every  dwelling-house  which,  with  the  out-hotises 
appertenant  thereto,  and  the  lot  whereon  the  same 
are  erected,  not  exceeding  two  acres  in  any  case, 
shall  be  valued  in  manner  aforesaid,  at  more  than 
one  hundred,  and  not  more  than  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars, there  shall  be  assessed,  In  the  manner  herein 
provided,  a  sum  equal  to  two-tenths  of  one  per 
centum  on  the  amount  of  the  valuation ;  upon 
every  dwelling-house,  which  shall  be  valued  as 
aforesaid,  at  more  than  fire  hundred,  and  not  more 
than  one  thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed 
a  sum  equal  to  three-tenths  of  one  per  centum  on 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  j  upon  every  dwel- 
ling-house, which  shall  be  valued  as  aforesaid,  at 
more  than  one  thousand,  and  not  more  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed  a  sum 
equal  to  four-tenths  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  the  valuation  ;  upon  every  dwc^ing- 
honse,  which  shall  be  valued  as  aforesaid,  at  more 
than  three  thousand,  and  not  more  than  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed  a  suin  equal 
to  one-half  of  one  per  centum  on  the  amount  of 
ralnation;  uponevery  dwelling-house, which  shall 
be  valued  as  afcwesaid,  at  more  than  six,  and  not 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  as- 
sessed a  sum  equal  to  sixth-tenths  of  one  per  cen- 
tum on  the  amount  of  the  valuation }  upon  every 
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dwelliDg-bouse,  which  shall  be  valued  as  afore- 
said, at  more  than  ten,  and  not  more  thao  fifteeo  . 
thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed  a  sum 
equal  to  seTcn-tentbs  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
amount  of  the  Taloation ;  upon  every  dwelUng- 
boose,  which  shall  be  valued  as  aforesaid,  at  more 
than  twenty  thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  as- 
sessed a  sum  equal  to  eight-tenths  of  one  per 
centum  on  the  amount  of  the  valuation ;  upon 
every  d  Wei  ling-house,  which  shall  be  valued  as 
aforesaid,  at  more  than  twenty,  and  not  more  than 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  there  shall  be  assessed  a 
sum  equal  to  nine-tenths  of  one  per  centum,  on 
the  amount  of  the  valuation ;  and  upon  every 
dwelling-house,  which  shaU  be  valued  as  afore- 
said, at  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars,  there 
shall  be  assessed  a  sum  equal  to  one  per  centum 
on  the  amount  of  the  valuation. 

And  upon  every  slave  which  shall  be  enume- 
rated, according  to  the  act  aforesaid,  there  shall 
be  assessed  fifty  cents. 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  sums  so  to  be  as- 
sessed upon  dwelling-houses  and  ^ares,  within 
each  State,  respectively,  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  sum  hereby  apportioned  to  such  State,  aud  the 
remainder  of  the  said  sum  shall  be  assessed  upon 
the  lands  within  such  State,  according  to  the  val- 
uations to  be  made  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
and  at  such  rate  per  centum  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  produce  the  said  remainder;  Provided,  That: 
no  part  of  said  tax  shall  be  assessed  upon  such 
lands  or,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  as,  at  the 
time  of  passing  this  act,  are  especially  exempt- 
ed frum  taxes,  by  the  laws  of  the  States  respect- 
ively. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  assessments  shall  be  made  by  the  super- 
visors of  the  several  districts  within  the  United 
States,  respectively,  and  pursuant  to  inntrnctions 
from  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  which  instruc- 
tions the  said  Secretary  shall  be  and  is  her^y  au- 
thorized and  required  to  issue  to  such  supervisors, 
or  any^  of  them,  so  soon  as  the  valuations  and  enu- 
merations directed  to  be  made  by  the  aforesaid  act 
shall  have  been  completed  in  the  State  to  which 
such  supervisor  belongs.  And  the  said  tax  shall 
become  due  and  payable  from  and  after  the  expi- 

^  ration  of  three  months  after  the  instructions  afore- 
said shall  have  been  received  bv  the  supervisors 
respectively:  Provided,  That  it.  on  making  the 
assessments  as  aforesaid,  it  should  appear  that  the 
sums  so  to  be  assessed  on  houses  and  slaves  with- 
in any  State  will  exceed  the  sum  hereby  appor- 
tioned to  such  State,  the  supervisor  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  and  required  to  deduct,  from 
the  sums  so  to  he  assessed  on  houses,  such  rate  per 

i  centum  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  reduce  the  whole 

^amount  of  the  said  assessments  to  the  sum  appor- 

T^ned  to  such  Slate  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  supervisors  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  author- 
ized and  required  to  appoint  such  and  so  many 
suitable  persons  in  each  assessment  district  within 
their  respective  districts,  as'  may  be  necessary  for 
collecting  the  said  tax,  and  shall  assign  to  them, 
respectively,  their  cculectiou  districts  therein ; 


which  persons  shall  be  collectors  nrilhin  their  re- 
spective collection  distrin^'nrd-jiiall  collect  the 
said  tax,  under  the  direction  of  the  superrisors,  re- 
spectively, and  accordinff  to  the^T^ttailebi  and 
provisiouR  contained  in  thb  act,  or  to  be  estaUiik- 
ed  pursuant  thereto. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ai 
soon  as  the  aforesaid  assessment  shall  have  be« 
completed,  the  said  supervisors  shall,  by  special 
warrants  under  their  hands,  respeciively,caused» 
surveyors  of  the  revenue  within  their  respectite 
districts,  to  make  out  lists  containing  the  sunu 
payable  according  to  such  assessments  for  every 
dwelling-house,  tract,  or  lot  of  land,  and  slayt 
within  each  collection  district^  respectively ;  whicA 
lists  shall  contain  the  name  of  the  proprietor  or  oc- 
cupant of  each  dwelling-house,  tract,  or  lot  of  land, 
and  slave,  within  the  coUectioD  district,  or  of  the 
person  having  the  care  or  superintendence  of  them, 
or  any  of  them,  where  such  proprietor,  occupant, 
or  superintendent  is  known,  and  the  whole  som 
payable  by  each  person  witain  the  said  districi, 
distinguishing  what  is  payable  for  dwelling-hoaaa, 
what  Tor  slaves,  and  what  for  lands.  And  vhcte 
there  are  lands,  slaves,  or  dwelling-houses,  with- 
in any  collection  district,  not  owned  or  occupied 
by,  or  under  the  care  or  superintendence  of,  any 

Eerson  resident  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate 
St  of  such  lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves, 
specifying  the  sums  payable  for  each,  and  the 
names  of  the  proprietors  or  superintendents,  re- 
spectively, where  Known. 

Sbc.  6.  Ami  be  it fttrther  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  collectors,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  furnished  by  the  surveyor  of  the  revenne  for 
the  assessment  district  within  which  be  shallhave 
been  so  appointed,  with  one  or  more  of  the  wd 
lists,  signed  and  certi6ed  by  such  snrveytv. 
each  collector,  on  receiving  a  Itst  as  aforoiii 
shall  subscribe  three  receipts;  one  of  which  shall 
he  given  on  a  full  and  correct  copy  of  suchlist,aBd 
the  other  two  on  a^regate  statements  thereof 
exhibiting  the  number  and  valuation  of  dwdling- 
houses,  the  number  of  slaves,  and  the  amount  of 
the  valuation  of  lands  in  such  collection  district, 
withtheamount  of  ihetaxes assessed  thereon.  And 
the  list  first  mentioned,  and  receipt,  shall  reiaun 
in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue,  and 
shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
may  apply  to  inspect  the  same ;  and  the  aggregate 
statements  and  receipts  aforesaid  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  inspector  of  the  survey,  and  one  of 
them  shall  be  by  nim  transmitted  to  the  supervi- 
sor of  the  district. 

Six.  7.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted,  That  each 
collector,  before  receiving  any  list,  as  aforesaid,  loi 
:  collection,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more  good 
and  sufficient  sureties, in  atleast  double  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  assessed  on  the  collection  district  for 
which  be  may  be  appointed ;  which  bond  shall  1* 
payable  to  the  United  States,  with  condition  for 
the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  according  to  law,  and  particularly  for  toe 
due  collection  and  payment  of  all  moneys  assessed 
upon  such  district. 
Sbc.  a  Afid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  m 
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aforesaid  Ux  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  ibe  said  upon  such  dwelling-houses,  lands,  or  slaves, 


lands,  and  other  real  estate,  and  all  slaves,  of  the 
individuals  who  may  be  assessed  for  the  same,  du- 
ring two  years  after  the  time  when  it  shall  become 
due  and  payable  according  to  this  act;  and  the 
said  lien  shall  extend  to  each  aad  every  part  of 
all  tract:)  or  lots  of  land,  or  dwelline-houses,  which 
shall  be  valued  according  to  the  atoresaid  act,  not- 
withstanding the  same  may  have  been  divided 
or  alienated,  in  part,  unless  an  apportionment  of 
the  valuation  thereof  shall  have  been  made  and 
recorded,  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  act,  prior  to  the 
time  when  the  collection  lists  shall  have  been 
Btated,  in  the  manner  herein  before  described. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  said  collectors  shaU,  immediately  after  re- 
ceiving his  collection  list,  advertise,  by  notifica- 
tions, to  be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public  places 
in  each  collection  district,  that  the  saM  tax  has 
become  due  and  payable,  and  the  times  .'and  places 
at  which  he  will  attend  to  receive  the  same ;  and, 
in  respect  to  persons  who  shall  not  attend,  accord- 
ing to  such  notifications,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  collector  to  apply  at  once  at  their  respective 
dwellings,  within  such  district,  and  there  demand 
the  taxes  payable  by  such  persons;  and  if  the 
taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid,  or  within  twenty  days 
thereafter,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  collector  to 
proceed  to  collect  the  said  taxes,  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods,  chattels,  or  efiects  of  the  persons 
delinquent  as  aforesaid,  with  a  commission  of 
eight  per  centum  upon  the  said  tax^  to  and  for 
the  use  of  such  collector:  Provided,  That  it  shall 
act  be  lawful  to  make  distress  of  the  toob  or  im- 
ptements  of  a  trade  or  profession,  beasts  of  the 
ploiigh  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  improved 
lands,  arms,  or  the  household  utensils,  or  apparel 
necessary  for  a  family. 

Seo.  10.  And  be  it  Jfurther  enacted.  That,  exce\tl 
as  aforesaid,  all  ^oods,  chattels,  and  personal  ef- 
fects whatever,  bems  or  remaining  on  lands  subject 
to  the  said  tax,  and  all  grass,  or  produce  of  farms, 
standing  and  growing  thereon,  shall  and  may  be 
taken  and  sold  for  the  payment  of  the  said  tax, 
under  such  regulations  as  have  been  or  may  be 
made  for  the  sale  of  goods  or  efiects  taken  and  sold 
by  distress :  Provid&i,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  invalidate  or  impair  any  contract  or 
agreement  between  any  luidlord,  tenant,  or  other 
person,  relative  to  the  payment  of  taxes. 

Sec.  1 1.  And  be  it  furUur  enacted.  That  in  re- 
spect to  lands,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  which 
snail  not  be  owned  by,  or  in  the  occupation,  or 
under  the  care  or  superintendence,  of  some  person 
within  the  collection  district  where  the  same  shall 
be  situated  or  found  at  the  time  of  the  assessment 
aforesaid,  the  said  collectors,  respectively,  upon 
receiving  lists  of  such  lands,  dwelling-bouses,  or 
slaves,  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  copies  of 
such  lists, certified  under  theirhands, respectively, 
to  the  surveyors  of  the  revenue  for  the  assessment 
districts,  respectivelv,  within  which  the  persons 
owning,  or  having  ine  care  and  superintendence 
of  such  lands,  dwelling-houses,  or  slaves,  ma^  re- 
side, if  such  persons  be  known,  together  with  a 
atatement  of  the  amount  of  taxes  assessed  as  afore- 


respectively,  and  a  notification  to  pay,  or  cause  to 
be  paid,  the  said  taxes  to  the  said  collectors,  re- 
spectively, within  thirty  days  after  such  notifica- 
tion shall  be  served  as  is  hereinbefore  provided; 
which  copies,  statements,  and  notifications,  the 
surveyors  receiving  the  same,  respectively^  shall 
cause  to  be  personally  served  on  the  aforesaid  per- 
sons, respectively,  or  left  at  their  usual  places 
of  abode;  and  shall  cause  an  affidavit  thereof^ 
by  the  person  leaving  or  serving  the  same  as  afore- 
said, with  the  time  of  such  service  or  leaving,  to 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  aforesaid  col- 
lector :  and  if  such  persons,  being  notified  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  not,  within  sixty  days  there- 
after, pay  the  said  taxes  to  the  collector  of  the 
collection  district  where  the  said  lands,  dwelling- 
houses,  or  slaves,  shall  be  situated,  or  transmit  to 
him  a  receipt  for  the  said  taxes,  in  the  manner 
herein  provided,  then  the  said  collector  shall  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  said  tax,  by  distress  and  sale, 
as  is  herein  directed :  and  if  tne  persons  owning 
or  having  the  care  and  superintendence  of  any 
such  lands,  dwelling-houses,  or  slaves,  shall  not 
be  known,  then  the  aforesaid  electors  shall  cause 
the  said  copies,  statemeotSj  and  notifications,  to  be 
published  for  sixty  days  in  four  gazettes  of  the 
State,  if  there  be  so  many  ;  after  which  publica- 
tion, if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  paid,  the  said 
collectors  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  by 
distress  and  sale  m  the  manner  herein  provided. 

Sec.  13.  Provided  aiways,  and  be  it  further 
enat^ed,  That  if  any  person  owning,  or  having 
the  superintendence  or  care  of  any  dweltiog- 
houses,  lands,  or  slaves,  in  a  collection  district 
other  than  that  in  which  he  resides,  and  being 
served  with  such  copy,  statement,  and  notification, 
as  is  aforeiiaid,  shall,  within  sixty  days  thereafter, 
pay  the  said  taxes  to  the  collector  of  the  collection 
district  within  which  he  resides,  and  transmit  a 
receipt  therefor  to  the  collector  sending  the  said 
copy,  statement,  and  notification,  such  receipt, 
shall  be  a  discharge  to  the  said  last  mentioned  col- 
lector for  the  said  taxes,  and  he  shall  thereupon 
forbear  to  collect  them ;  and  the  collector  giving 
such  receipt  shall  become  chargeable  wiui  the 
said  taxes,  and  shall  account  therefor  in  the  final 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  bis  collection. 

Seo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  tax  assessed  on  lands  or  houses,  shall  have 
remained  unpaid  for  the  term  of  one  year,  the 
collector  of  the  collection  district  within  which 
such  land  or  houses  may  be  situated,  haviDg  first 
advertised  the  same  for  two  months^  in  six  difl'^- 
ent  public  places  within  the  said  district,  and  in 
two  gazettes  in  the  State,  if  there  be  so  many, 
one  of  which  shall  be  the  gazette  in  which  the 
laws  of  such  State  shall  be  published  by  authority, 
if  any  such  there  be,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  inspector 
of  the  survey,  either  the  dwelling-house,  or  so 
much  of  the  tract  of  land,  (as  the  case  may  be,) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  there- 
on; together'with  costs  and  charges,  not  exceed- 
ing at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum,  for  each  and 
arery  month  the  said  tax  shall  have  remained  da« 
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and  unpaid.  Provided,  That  in  all  casex,  where 
any  lands  or  tenements  shall  be  sold  as  aforesaid, 
the  owner  of  the  said  lands  or  leneaients,  his 
lieirs,  executors,  or  administrators^  sbalt  have  lib- 1 
trty  to  redeem  the  same  at  any  time  within  two 
years,  from  the  time  of  sale,  upon  payment,  or 
tender  of  payment,  to  tbe  collector  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs,  or 
assignees,  of  the  amount  of  the  said  taxes,  costs, 
and  charges,  with  interest  for  the  same,  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  percent,  per  annum;  and  upon  pay- 
ment, or  tender  of  payment,  as  aforesaid,  such 
sale  snail  be  void.  And  no  deed  shall  be  given  in 
pursuance  of  any  such  sate,  until  the  time  of  re- 
demption shall  have  expired. 

Ssc.  14.  And  be  U  jWtAer  enaOed,  That  the 
raperrbora  of  the  respective  districts  shall  keep 
true  and  exact  accounts  of  all  taxes  due  and  pay- 
able in  each  collection  district,  and  shall  charge 
the  amount  thereof  to  the  collectors  of  sach  dis- 
tricts, respectively:  And  the  said  collectors  shall, 
at  the  expiration  of  every  month  after  they  shall, 
respectively,  commence  their  cotleetions,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  render  to  the  supervisor  of  the  dis- 
trict, or  the  inspector  of  the  survey  within  which 
the  said  colleciions  shall  respectively  be  made,  a 
full  and  true  accouat  of  the  collections  made  by 
tbem,  respectively,  within  the  month,  and  pay  over 
to  tbe  said  supervisor  or  inspector  the  moneys  by 
them  respectively  collected  within  the  said  term: 
And  if  any  such  collector  shall  fail  or  neglect  to 
account  and  pay  over,  as  aforesaid,  at  anv  of  the 
periods  above  prescribed,  sucb  collector  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recov- 
ered to  the  Use  of  the  United  States,  with  costs  of 
suit,  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction : 
And  where  any  moneys  shall  have  Men  tiaid,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  inspector  of  a  survey,  ny  any 
collector,  the  receipt  of  such  inspector  shall  be 
allowed  to  such  collector,  in  the  fioat  settlement 
of  his  accounts  with  the  supervisor  of  the  district. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection 
of  all  sums  assigned  to  him  for  collection,  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  account  for.  and  pay  over  the  same 
to  the  supervisor  of  the  district,  within  one  year 
and  one  month  from  and  after  the  time  when  the 
said  tax  shall  have  become  due  and  payable,  in 
manner  aforesaid  }  and  if  any  collector  shall  fail 
so  to  collect,  account,  and  pay  over,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  sopervisbr  of  the  district,  and  be  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  issue  a  warrant 
of  distress  against  such  delinquent  collector  and 
his  sureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict, therein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes 
imposed  on  the  district  of  such  cuttector,  and  the 
sams,  if  any.  which  have  been  paid ;  and  the  said 
marshal  shall  himself,  or  by  his  deputy,  imme- 
diately proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sura  which 
mav  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
ana  chattels,  or  any  personal  effects  of  the  delin- 
quent collector:  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels, 
or  effects,  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
warrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  oh  the  person  of 
the  collector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison, 
there  to  remain  natil  discharged  in  due  course  of 


law.  And  furthermore,  notwithstanding  the  com- 
mitment of  the  collector  to  prison,  as  aforesaid, 
or  if  he  abscond,  and  goods,  chattels,  and  effects, 
cannot  be  found,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  war- 
rant, the  said  marshal,  or  bis  deputy,  shall  and 
may  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which 
may  remain  due.  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods- 
and  chattels,  or  any  personal  effects,  of  thesure^ 
or  sureties  of  the  delinquent  collector. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  the  sums  committed  to  any  collector, 
for  collection  as  aforesaid,  shalL  and  the  same  an 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lands  and 
real  estate  of  such  collector,  and  his  sureties,  un- 
til tbe  same  shall  be  discharged  according  to  Uw^ 
and  fat  want  of  goods  and  ehatteb,  or  other  po^ 
sonal  effects  of  such  collector,  or  his  sureti«^«it 
ficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of  distress  issued 

{lursaant  to  the  prweding  section  of  this  act,  the 
ands  and  real  estate  of  such  collector,  and  his 
sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary 
for  satisfying  the  said  warrant,  after  being  adver- 
tised for  at  least  three  weeks  in  not  less  than  three 
public  places  in  the  collection  district,  and  in  one 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if  any  there  bfc 

Erior  (0  the  proposni  time  of  sale,  may  and  shall 
e  sold  by  the  marshal  or  his  deputy  ;  and  for  all 
lands  aod  real  estate  sold,  in  pursuance  of  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  marshali, 
or  their  deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of  law, 
shall  afford  a  valid  title  against  all  persons  claim- 
ing uuder  the  delinquent  collectors,  or  their  sure- 
ties aforesaid ;  and  all  moneys  diat  maj  remiia 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sal^  after  satisiying  tbe 
said  warrant  of  distress,  and  paying  the  reasoitt- 
ble  costs  and  charges  of  sale,  shall  be  remraed  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  lands  or  real  estate  sold  as 
aforeraid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  il 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  of  the  respect- 
ive districts,  at  any  lime,  for  good  and  sufficient 
cause,  to  dismiss  or  discharge  each  or  any  col- 
lector from  office,  and  to  commit  the  collecUon  of 
any  part  of  the  said  tax  remaining  uncollected  to 
a  new  collector ;  and  immediately  upon  such  dis- 
mission, and  after  a  notification  thereof,  in  at  least 
two  public  places  in  the  collection  district,  by  the 
snpervtsor  or  the  surveyor  of  the  revenue  for  the 
district,  on  his  behalf,  the  Dowers  of  the  colleet(v 
so  dismissed  shall  cease  and  terminate:  apd  if  any 
collector,  so  dismissed,  shall  wilfbllr  refuse  or 
neglect  to  surrender  his  collection  list,  and  to 
render  a  true  account  of  all  moneys  collected,  and 
to  pay  over  the  same,  according  to  tbe  directions 
of  the  supervisor,  each  and  every  such  eolleetw 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  foor 
thousand  dollars,  with  costs  of  suit,  to  be  recov- 
ered to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  any  coort 
having  competent  jurisdiction  :  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
impair  the  responsibility  of  any  collector,  or  his 
sureties,  arising  under  the  foregoiug  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thateag 
and  every  collector,  who  shall  exercise,  or  be 
guilty  of  any  extortion  or  oppression,  tuider  eohr 
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•of  this  act,  or  shall  demaod  other  or  grealer  sums 
-than  shall  he  authorized  by^  law,  shall  be  liable  to 
a  sum  Diot  exceeding  three  huodred  dollars,, 
to  he  recorered  by  and  for  the  use  of  the  party 
injured,  with  costs  of3uit,inany  court  haviDgcom- 
jteteot  jurisdiction ;  and  each  and  every  collector 
shall,  if  required,  ^ive  receipts  for  all  sums  by  them 
collected,  and  retained,  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sgc.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for 
<ollectiog  the  said  tax,  there  shall  be  allowed  and 
jnid  the  foltowtog  sums,  and  uo  more,  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  several  officers  hereinafter  men- 
.tiooed,  in  t&e  final  settlement  of  their  accounts, 
respectirety ;  that  is  to  say,  to  each  supervisor, 
-one-half  per  centum  on  the  whole  amount  of  the 
moneys  by  him  received  ftnd  accounted  for,  under 
■and  by  virtue  of  this  act;  to  every  inspector,  one- 
. fourth  per  ceotum  on  the  whole  amount  of  the 
moneys  to  be  by  him  received  and  accounted  for 
■as  aforesaid ;  and  to  every  collector,  five  per  cen- 
tum on  the  whole  amount  of  the  moneys  by  him 
to  be  received  and  accounted  for,  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  That  no  collector  shall  receive  the  said 
allowance,  for,  or  in  respect  to  any  sum  for  which 
.a  warrantor  distress  shall  hare  been  issued  by 
him;  and  Provided  also,  That  no  collector  who 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  render,  according  to  this 
act,  any  monthly  account  of  moneys  by  him  re- 
■ceived,  as  aforesaid,  or  to  pay  over  the  same,  as  is 
hereby  directed, shall  be  entitled  to,  or  receive  the 
.said  allowance,  upon  all  or  any  of  the  moneys  by 
him  collected,  within  the  month  for  which  he 
shall  so  refuse  or  neglect  to  aceountand  pay  over 
■as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  U  further  enaOed,  That  there 
.shall  be  allowed  to  the  surveyors  of  the  revenue 
respectively,  t6  be  paid  by  the  supervisors  respect- 
ively, and  exhibited  in  their  accounts,  as  part  of 
the  cha^  of  the  said  collection,  for  preparing 
•eollectioa  lists,  and  computing  the  taxes  [Myable 
.for  each  individual,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
every  hundred  taxables  contained  in  any  such  list. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  a  sep- 
-arate  account  shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
'United  States  of  all  moneys  to  be  collected  and 
.received  by  virtue  of  this  act;  distinguishing  the 
several  amounts  received  from  dwel  fling-h  ouses, 
from  slaves,  and  from  lauds,  within  eacn  State, 
.and  also  distinguishing  the  amount  received  in 
■each  State  from  each  separate  description  of 
-dwelling-houses,  paying  the  same  rate  per  centum. 
Approved,  July  14,  179S. 


.  An  Act  to  augment  the  Army  of  the  United  Statee,  and 
for  other  purposei. 

Be  it  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
.ing  of  this  act,  each  regiment  of  infantry  in  the 
■Army  of  the  United  Stales  shall  consist  of  one  lieu- 
tenant colonel  comraaodant,  two  majors,  one  adju- 
tant, onepaymaster,onequartennaster,onesurgeon, 
two  surgeon's  mates,  ten  captains,  ten  lieutenants, 
ten  ensigns,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster 
-sergeant,  two  senior  musicians,  forty  sergeants, 
forty  corporals,  twenty  musicians,  and  six  hundred 
^dvates ;  and  that  the  several  regiments  of  infant- 


ry, now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  be  aiw- 
mented  accordingly :  Provided,  ahaayt.  That  tM 
President  of  the  United  States  may,  in  bis  discre- 
tion, appoint  and  distribute  such  additional  num- 
ber of  surgeon's  mates,  and  for  such  length  of  time, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  require. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it Jiaiker  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  herpby  au- 
thorized to  raise,  in  addition  to  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  twelve  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  six  troops  of  light  dragoons,  to  be  enlisted  for 
and  during  the  continuance  of  the  existing  difier- 
eaces  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  the  said 
six  troops,  together  with  the  two  troops  of  dragoons 
now  in  service,  shall  be  formed  into  a  regiment, 
and  there  shall  be  appointed  thereto  one  lieutCTant 
colonel  commandant,  two  majors,  one  adjutant, 
one  paymaster,  one  quartermaster,  one  sergeant 
major,  and  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  whose  pay 
and  emoluments,  as  well  as  those  of  the  cornets,  re- 
spectively, shell  be  the  same  as  are  by  lawallowed 
to  officers  of  the  same  grades  in  the  infantry. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  two  major  generals,  with  two  aids-de- 
camp each ;  one  inspector  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  major  general,  and  two 
aids-de-camp ;  three  brigadier  generals,  in  addititm 
to  the  present  establishment;  two  assistant  in- 
spectors, (who  shall  be  taken  from  the  line  of  the 
Army ;)  one  adjutant  general,  with  one  or  more 
assistant  or  assistants,  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of 
the  Army  ;  and  four  chaplains. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  the  ma- 

{'or  generals,  respectivelv,  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
lundred  and  8ixtr*stx  cfoUars  monthly  pay,  with 
twenty  dollars  allowance  for  forage  monthly,  and 
for  daily  subsistence  fifteen  rations,  or  money  in 
lieu  thereof  at  the  contract  price;  the  adjutant 
general  shall  be  entitled  to  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  brigadier  general;  each  chaplain 
to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major ;  the  aids- 
de-camp  and  aatiistaDt  inspectors  shall  each  be  en- 
titled to  twenty-four  dollars  monthly,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  in  the  line,  and  to  four  rations  of  pro- 
visions each  for  their  daily  subsistence;  and  when- 
ever forage  shall  not  be  furnished  by  the  public, 
ten  dollars  per  month  in  lieu  thereof. 

Sue.  5.  And  be  it Jiirther  enacted.  That  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  priraie,  and  mosieian, 
who  shall  hereafter  be  enlisted  for  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  able-bodied,  and  of  a 
size  and  age  saitable  for  the  public  service,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  and  may  establish ;  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  twelve  dollars ;  but  the 
payment  of  four  dollars  thereof  shall  be  deferred 
until  he  shall  have  joined  the  Army;  and  each  com- 
missioned officer,  who  shall  be  employed  in  the 
recruiting  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for 
each  such  non-commissioned  oSlc^t  and  private, 
and  for  each  efficient  musician  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

Sgc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
monthly  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officen. 
musiciaas,aod  privates,  in  the  Aimyof  the  United 
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States,  from  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  Aagust  next, 
shall  be  as  follows :  cadets,  ten  dollars  and  two 
Tations  per  day ;  sergeant  majors  and  quartermas- 
ter sergeants,  ten  dollars ;  senior  musicians,  eight 
dollars;  sergeants,  eight  dollars;  corporals,  seven 
dollars;  musicians,  six  dollars;  privBies.  five  dol- 
lars. Artificers  to  the  infantry  and  artillery,  and 
farriers  and  saddlers  to  the  dragoons,  shall  be  al- 
lowed each  the  monthly  pay  of  ten  dollars.  That 
every  non><;ommissioned  officer,  private,  and  mu- 
sician, shall  receive  daily  the  followiDg  rations  of 
prorisiotts,  to  wit:  one  pound  andaguarter  of  beef, 
or  three-quartersof  a  pound  of  pork,  eighteen  ounces 
of  bread  or  flour,  a  gifl  of  rum,  brandy,  or  whiskey ; 
uid  at  the  rate  of  two  quarts  of  salt,  four  quarts  of 
Tinfjgar,  four  pounds  of  soap,  and  one  pound  and  a 
half  of  candles,  to  every  hundred  rations. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  appoint  a  number,  not  exceeding 
four,  teachers  of  the  arts  and  sciences  necessary  for 
the  instruction  of  the  artillerists  and  engineers, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  monthly  pay  of  fifty 
dollars  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  of- 
ficers, nou-cora missioned  ofllcers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  raised  bv  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the 
laWj  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix  the 
Military  £Uublisfament  of  the  United  States,"  and 
they  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  which  have  been  or  may  be  established  by 
law,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  legal  emoluments 
in  case  of  wounds  or  disabilities,  received  while 
in  actual  service,  and  in  the  line  of  duty.  And  in 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  (he 
r^mental  officers  proper  to  be  appointed  under 
this  act,  and  likewise  to  make  appointments  to  fill 
any  vacancies  in  the  Army,  whicn  may  have  hap- 
pened during  the  present  session  of  the  Senate. 

Sfid.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  he  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  artillery, 
taken  from  the  line  of  artillerists  and  engineers, 
who  shall  be  allowed  thirty  dollars  per  month  id 
addition  to  his  pay  in  the  tine,  and  four  rations  of 
provisions  for  his  daily  subsistence ;  and  whenever 
forage  shall  not  be  fnroished  by  the  public,  he  shall 
be  allowed  ten  dollars  per  month  instead  thereof. 

Approved,  July  16, 1798. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dUsbled  seamen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  the  master  or  owna  of 
every  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  arriving 
from  a  foreign  port  into  any  port  of  the  United 
Sutes,  shall,  before  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
admitted  to  an  entry,  render  to  the  collector  a  true 
account  of  the  number  of  seamen  that  shall  have 
been  employed  on  board  such  vessel  since  she 
was  last  entered  at  any  port  in  the  United  States, 
and  shall  pay  to  the  said  collector,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  cents  per  month  for  every  seaman  so  em- 
ployed; which  sum  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
ntaiu  oat  of  the  wages  of  such  teaman. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That,  fron 
and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  no  o(4* 
lector  shall  grant  to  any  ship  or  vessel  whose  en- 
rolment or  license  for  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  has  expired,  a  new  enrolment  or  license  before 
the  master  of  such  ship  orve^^sel  shall  first  render 
a  true  account  to  the  collector,  of  the  number  of 
seamen,  and  the  time  they  have  severally  been 
employed  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  during  the 
continuing  of  the  license  which  has  so  expired,  and 
pay  to  such  collector  twenty  cents  per  month  for 
every  month  such  seamen  have  been  severally 
employed,  as  aforesaid ;  which  sum  the  said  master 
is  hereby  authorized  to  retain  out  of  the  wages  of 
such  seamen.  And  if  any  such  master  shall  render 
a  false  account  of  the  numberof  men,and  the  leogUi 
of  time  they  have  severally  been  employed,  as  is 
herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hno- 
dfed  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  collectors  to  make  a 
quarterly  return  of  the  sums  collected  by  them, 
respectively,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized,  out  of  the  same,  to 
provide  for  the  temporary  relief  and  maintenance 
of  sick  or  disabled  seamen,  in  the  hospitals  or  other 
institutions  nuw  established  in  the  several  ports 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  in  ports  where  no  such 
institutions  exist,  then  in  such  other  manner  as  be 
shall  direct:  Provided,  That  the  moneys  collected 
In  any  one  district  'shall  be  expended  vithia  the 
same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  anr 
surplus  shall  remain  of  the  moneys  to  be  collected 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  after  defraying  the  expense 
of  such  temporary  relief  and  support,  that  the  same, 
logether  with  such  private  donations  as  may  be 
made  for  that  purpose,  which  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  receive,  shall  be  invested  in  the  stocs 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President;  and  when,  in  his  opinion,  a  sufficient 
fund  shall  be  accumulated,  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  purchase  or  receive  cessions  or  donations  of 
ffTOuttd  or  buildings,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  cause  buildings,  when  necessary,  to 
be  erected  as  hospitals  for  the  accommodation  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Sec.  6.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hemby, 
authorized  to  nominate  and  appoint,  in  such  ports 
of  the  United  States  as  he  may  think  proper,  one 
or  more  persons,  to  be  called  Directora  of  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital  of  the  United  States,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  direct  the  expenditure  of  the  fund  as- 
s'gned  for  their  respective  ports,  according  to  the 
third  section  of  this  act;  to  provide  for  the  accom- 
modation of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  under  such 
general  instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  that  purpose,  and 
also  subject  to  the  like  general  instructions  to 
direct  and  govern  such  hospitals  as  the  President 
may  direct  to  be  built  in  the  respective  ports;  and 
that  the  said  directors  shM  hold  their  offices  du- 
ring the  pleasure  of  the  President,  who  is  author^ 
ized  to  fin  op  all  vacancies  that  may  be  occasioiwd 
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by  the  death  at  remoTal  of  aoy  of  the  persoos  so 
to  be  appointed ;  and  the  said  directors  shall  ren- 
der an  account  of  the  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended by  ttiem,  once  in  erery  quarter  of  a  year,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  such  other  per- 
son as  the  President  shall  direct;  but  no  other 
allowance  or  compensation  shall  be  made  to  the 
.  said  Directors,  except  the  payment  of  such  expeo- 
ses  as  they  may  iocur  in  the  actual  discha^  of 
the  duties  required  by  this  act. 
Approved,  July  16,  1798. 


An  Act  for  erecting  a  light-hoase  at  Gay  Head,  on  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  and  for  other  pnrpoaes. 

Beit  enacted^  ^c,  Tbat,8s  soonas  the  jurisdiction 
of  such  land  at  Giay  Head,  od  the  western  part  of 
Martha's  Vineyard,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  deem 
sufficient.andmostproperfortheaccommodatioQof 
a  light-house,  shall  have  been  ceded  to  the  United 
Slates,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  provide  by  contract,  which  shall  be 
approved  by  the  President,  for  building  a  light- 
house thereon,  and  for  furnishing  the  same  with 
all  necessary  supplies  3  and,  also,  to  agree  for  the 
salaries  and  wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  by  the  President,  for  the  super- 
intendence of  the  same;  and  the  President  is  here- 
by authorized  to  make  the  said  appointments. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  Thai,  as  soon 
as  such  land,  at  the  New  Inlet  of  Cape  Fear  river, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  deem  sufficient  and  most 
proper  whereon  to  erect  a  lighted  beacon,  sbiiU 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  Slates,  together 
with  the  jurifidiction  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  doty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
tract, for  erecting  a  lighted  beacon  thereon ;  and 
also  for  placing  a  buoy  in  the  inlet  aforesaid,  and 
for  furnishing  the  same  with  all  necessary  supplies. 

Sec.  3-  And  be  it further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  and  also  for  the  payraeotof  such 
sum  as  sh^l  be  found  due  to  the  commissioners  of 
pilotage  of  the  port  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  for  erecting  a  beacon,  and  placing  sundry 
buoys  at  the  said  port.  00  a  settlement  of  their 
accounts  at  the  Treasury,  there  be  appropriated, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
particularly  appropriated,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  Provided,  always, 
That  no  payment  shall  be  made  for  erecting  the 
said  beacon  until  the  land  whereon  the  same  has 
been  erected,  together  with  the  Jurisdiction  thereof, 
shall  have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States,  agree- 
able to  law,  and  in  like  manner  as  has  been  done 
in  other  cases. 

Approved.  July  16, 1798. 

An  Act  to  enable  tha  President  of  the  United  Sutei  to 
borrow  mon^  for  the  public  aervioe. 
Beit  enacted^.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be,  and  hereby  is.  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  is  hereby  au- 
t^rized  to  lend  the  same,  w  from  any  other  oody 


or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  from  an^  jpersoii 
or  persons,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
he  shall  judge  most  advantageous  for  the  United 
States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  moneys  to  be  receired  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  taxes,  for 
makia?  up  any  deficiency  in  any  appropriation 
heretofore  made  by  law,  or  to  be  made  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress;  and  defraying  the 
expenses  which  may  be  incurred,  by  calling  into 
actual  service  any  part  of  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  or  by  raising,  equipping,  and  calling 
into  actual  service,  any  regular  troops  or  volun- 
teers, pursuant  to  authorities  vested  or  to  be  vested 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  lawt' 
Provided-,  That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall 
be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sunu  hat- 
rowed  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen 
years  from  the  date  of  such  loan. 

See.  2.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  to  much 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyond  the  permanent 
appropriations  heretofore  charged  upon  them  by 
law,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  pledged  and  appropria:> 
ted  for  paying  the  interest  of  all  such  moneys  as 
may  be  borrowed,  pursuant  to  this  act,  according 
to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  loan  or 
loans,  respectively,  may  be  effected :  and  also  for 
paying  and  discharging  the  principal  sum  or  sums 
of  any  such  loan  or  loans,  accordmg  to  the  terms 
and  conditions  to  be  fixed  as  aforesaid :  and  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
pledged  to  establish  sufficient  permanent  revenues 
for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter 
appear  in  tae  provisions  for  payin?  the  said  interest 
and  prineipal  sums,  or  any  of  tnem,  in  manner 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
sums  to  be  borrowed,  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
there  separately  accounted  for;  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  in  manner 
following :  first,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  in  any 
appropriation  heretofore  made  by  law,  or  to  be 
made  during  the  present  session  of^ Congress ;  and, 
secondly,  to  defray  the  expenses  which  may  be 
incurred  before  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  calling  into  actual  service  aoy  part  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  by  raising, 
equipping,  and  calling  into  actual  service,  any  re- 
gular troops  or  volunteer^  pursuant  to  authorities 
vested  or  to  be  vested  in  the  Frendent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  taw. 

Approved,  July  16, 1798. 


An  Act  to  suspend,  for  a  ftirther  time,  the  dDties  upon 
the  manuiaclure  of  snoff  within  the  United  States 
and  the  dravbacka  upon  the  exportation  thereof 

Be  it  enacted,  That  all  such  parts  of  any 
laws,  heretofore  passed,  as  impose  duties  upon 
mills  and  implements  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  snoff,  or  allow  drawbacks  upon  the  exporta- 
tion of  snufi'mannfactured  within  the  United  Stat«L 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  siBpended  nntil 
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the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  sixth  Coogress  of 
the  United  States. 
Approved,  July  16,  1798. 


An  Act  to  mfeke  a  further  ippropriation  for  the  addi- 
tional naral  armament. 
Be  it  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  six  faaodred 
thousand  dollars  shall  be,  aud  beret)y  i^  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  (he  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  eause  to  be  built  and  equipped  three  ships  or 
vessels,  to  be  of  a  force  not  less  than  thirty-two 

fans  each,  and  of  the  dimensions  and  model  which 
e  shall  deem  most  adraaUgeous  for  the  public 
•ervice,  as  part  of  the  additional  naral  armament 
uithorized  by  law. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jvrtker  enacted,  That  the 
timber  and  other  materials  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  proper  for  building  and  etjuipping  the 
•hips  or  resseU  aforesaid,  remaining  in  their  sev- 
eral dock-yards,  and  elsewhere,  may  be  employed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  effecting  the  purposes  of  this  act,  or  may 
be  othewise  disposed  of.as  nesball  think  best.  And 
the  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury. 
Approved,  July  16,  1798. 


An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  establish  the  judidal  oonrts  the  United 
States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  of  the  several  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  alt  judges  and  justices  of  the  courts 
of  the  several  States,  having  authority,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  take  cognizance  of  offences 
against  the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof,  shall 
respectively  have  the  like  power  and  authority  to 
hold  to  security  of  the  peace,  and  for  good  beha- 
viour, in  cases  arising  under  the  Constituiioo  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  as  may  or  can  be  law- 
fully exercised  by  any  judge  or  justice  of  the 
neace  of  the  respective  States,  in  eases  cognizable 
Wore  them. 

Approved,  July  10, 1798. 


An  Act  making  certain  impropriations,  and  to  author- 
iie  the  Fiendeat  to  obtain  a  loan  on  th«  credit  of  the 
direct  tax, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  shall  be,  and 
there  hereby  are,  appropriated,  the  following  sums, 
that  is  to  say,  towards  defraying  the  bounties, 
pay,  and  other  expenditures,  which  shall  and 
may  accrue,  in  the  augmentation  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled 

An  act  to  augment  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
t^usand  dollars;  and,  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  approbated  for  such  fortifications  as 
the  President  orthe  United  States  shall  eause  to 
be  erected  or  completed,  the  further  sum  of  se  venty- 
ftve  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  farther  expenses 
of  the  conunissioikers  appointed  pursuant  to  the 
tnaty  between  the  UoitM  Stales  and  Spain,  and 
Un  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  making  and  run- 
ning certain  boundary  lines  required  by  the  same, 


in  addition  to  the  former  appropriations,  the  sum 
of  iwenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  from 
any  moneys  which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  not  already  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  borrow  of  the  Bink  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  hereby  enabled  to  lee^ 
the  same,  or  of  any  other  corporation,  peiMo  or 
persons,  the  sum  or  two  millions  of  dollars,  upoi 
the  credit,  and  in  anticipation  of^  the  direct  tax, 
laid  and  to  be  collected  within  the  United  Suits; 
which  tax  shall  be,  and  is  hereby.  |:dedged  for  die 
re-payment  of  any  loan  which  shall  be  obtaintd 
thereon,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  faith  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  pledged  to  make 
good  any  deficiency:  Provided,  That  the  iniemt 
to  be  allowed  for  such  loan  shall  not  exceed  six 
per  centum  per  anaum ;  and  that  theprincipal  sbaD 
be  reimbursed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Unitea  States 

Approved,  July  16,  1798. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  «■ 
UbUahment  and  xegulatian  of  the  Treasnty,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  shall  be  in  the 
Department  of  the  Navy,  au  c^cer  to  be  de- 
nominated Accountant  of  the  Navy,  who  shall  be 
charged  with  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  for 
moneys  advanced  and  stores  issued  or  distributal 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  who  shall  report,  from  time  to  time,  lU 
such  settlements  asshall  have  been  made  by  him  for 
money  advanced  or  issued,  for  the  inspection  tod 
revision  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury. 
And  the  compensation  ol  the  said  accountant  shul 
be  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars.  And  all  letters  and  packages  to  and  from 
said  accountant,  by  mail,  shall  be  iree  of  postage. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shell  disburse  all 
such  money  as  shall  have  been  previously  ordered 
for  the  Qse  of  the  Department  or  the  Navy,  by  wa^ 
rants  from  the  Treasury,  which  disbursements  sliall 
be  made  pursuant  to  warrants  from  the  Seereary 
of  the  Navy,  countersigned  by  the  accountant 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it further  enacted.  That  all  pur- 
chases, and  contracts,  for  supplies  or  services  for 
the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United  Stateik 
shall  be  made  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  chief 
officers  of  the  Departments  of  War  and  the  Navy, 
respectively,  and  all  agents  or  contractors  for  sup- 
plies or  services  as  aforesaid,  shall  render  their  ac- 
counts for  settlement  to  the  accountant  of  the  pro- 
per department  for  which  such  supplies  or  servi- 
ces are  required,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  revision  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  in 
manner  before  prescribed. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  a  fitrther enacted,  Tbatttshall 
be  the  doty  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies, 
to  ezecQte  all  such  orders  as  he  may  from  ume  to 
time  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  War  or  Secifr 
tary  of  the  Navy^  relative  to  the  procuring  aad 
providing  of  all  kinds  of  stores  and  snppUct;  and 
shall  render  his  accounts  relative  tbento  to  the 
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aeconDiaou  of  the  proper  departmenth,  which  ac- 
counts shall  be  subject  to  the  inspectioD  aad  re- 
risioQ  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury's  aforesaid. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  pro- 
?iaioiisof  the  act  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  May 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two.  en- 
titled "An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  War  Departments,"  and  the  act  passed 
(m  the  twenty  third  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  and  ninety-fire,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  eateblish  the  office  of  Purreyor  of  Public  Sup 
plics^"so  fer  as  the  same  are  repugntDt  to  the 
proTisioas  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  Jio^ur  enacted,  That  all  con- 
traets  to  be  made,  by  ririne  of  this  act,  or  of  any 
hv  of  the  United  Slates,  aad  requiring  the  ad- 
Tuee  of  money,  or  to  be  in  any  manner  cob- 
aeeted  with  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
■halt  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  within  ninety 
days  after  their  dates,  respectively. 

ApproTed,  July  16, 1798. 

An  Act  making  eertsio  additional  appropriationfl  for  the 
year  one  thotuand  seven  hundred  and  nine^-eight 

Be  it  enacted,  That  for  the  compensation 
of  clerics  to  the  commissioners  of  loans,  and  an  al- 
lowance to  certain  loan  officers,  in  lien  of  clerk 
hire,  and  to  defray  the  authorized  expenses  of  the 
•ereral  loan  officers,  for  and  during  the  year  one 
thoasand  seveo  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  there 
shall  be,  and  hnehy  is,  apprt^atea  the  sam  of 
thirteea  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  for  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  Navy  Dcnartmeot,  for 
aad  during  the  present  year,  including  the  eom- 
peasatioD  of  the  secretary  of  the  Nary,  his  clerks, 
and  persons  employed  in  his  (^ce,  with  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Department,  there  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of  six  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-two cents. 

Sec.  3.  ATid  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  for  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  <^ce  of  the  Accountant 
of  the  Navy  Department,  for  and  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  including  the  compensation  of  the  Ae- 
coantant,  bis  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  with  all  contingent  expenses  thereof,  there 
shall  ba,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  and  forty-five  dollara  ud  nine  cents. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
additional  expenses  incident  to  the  present  sessim 
of  Congas,  for  printing,  stationery,  and  other  con  ■ 
tiogencies^  there  shall  oB,  and  hereby  are,  approfai- 
ated  the  following  sum^viz:  for  the  Senate  one 
thousand  dollars;  for  the  House c^Representalives 
four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  for  re- 
paying to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
advaaeed  upon  bills  drawn  by  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  in  &vor  of  the  cashier  of  the  said 
Bank,  n|>on  the  supervisor  of  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  protested,  there  shall  be,  and  here- 
by ia.  appropriated  the  sura  of  five  thousand  five 
hiudred  and  six  dollars. 


Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  appropriations  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  b^ 
the  act  "making  provision  for  the  debts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

Approved,  July  16, 1798. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  grant  and  conveyance  of  a  cer- 
tain lot  of  ground  to  £lie  WiUiama. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  Elie  Williams,  for  the  sale  of  a  certain 
lot  of  ground,  twenty  perches  in  length,  and  six- 
teen perches  in  breadth,  situate  in  the  town  of  Cin- 
cinnati, in  the  Terrritoiy  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  it 
being  the  same  lot  on  which  certain  buildings  were 
erected  by  the  said  Elie  Williams  and  RoMrt  El- 
liot, deceased,  when  contractors  for  supplying  the 
western  army  with  provisions. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  pay- 
ment into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
such  sam  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  have  been 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  Elie  Williams  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  as  the  price  of  the 
above-mentioned  lot,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  grant  a 
patent  for  the  same,  to  the  said  Elie  Williams,  his 
oeirs  or  assigns. 

Approved,  July  16, 1798. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  sospend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  Uie  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencHs  theraMt" 
JBe  U  ena^edf  fc.,  That  the  provision  for  gir- 
iog  bcmd  and  finding  sufficient  surety  or  sureties 
for  vessels  bound  on  foreign  voyages,  as  required 
in  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act 
to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,"  shall  extend  no  further,  than  to  obliga- 
tions to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  re&sels  re- 
spectively, and  to  a  sum  in  addition  thereto  equal 
to  one  third  of  the  value  oi  the  cargo.  Provided, 
That  in  no  case  the  surety  or  sureties  shall  be  an- 
swerable for  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  any 
thing  in  the  act  above-rooitioned  to  the  ctmtiary 
notwithstanding. 
Approved,  July  16, 1798. 


Reaolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bourn  of  Reprewen- 

tatixe*  iif  &e  United  Statee  of  AmertcOf  m  Ooa- 
grm  attenAUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  eanae 
to  be  printed  a  number  of  copies,  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand,  of  the  instructions  to  the  Envoys 
Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  French  Republic,  and  of 
all  the  despatches  hitherto  received  from  them,  and 
which  have  been  communicated  by  the  Preeideat 
of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  distributed,  gratis, 
throughout  the  United  Sutes,  and  particnlarly  in 
such  parts  thereof,  wherein  the  disseminatira  of 
information,  through  the  medium  of  newspapen, 
18  the  most  obstructed. 
Approved,  June  33, 1798. 

Digitized  by  Google 


m6 


5796 


Acts  <f  CfMgrtm. 


ACTS  OF  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  FIFTH  COXGBSSS. 


Aa  Act  far  dw  iMiiifcw  iii  i  t4 

Be  U  enarUd,  ^c,  Thai  if  anv  penoo,  beior  a 
ei(rz«D  of  tbe  Uoited  State*,  wbctoer  be  be  actoaiUf 
rcMdeoL  or  abuting  wilbin  the  United  Stales,  or 
10  nnj  ufftngn  coaotry.  ihalL  viibout  the  pennM- 
sioD  or  aatboritjr  of  the  GoTernmeot  of  ibe  Uni- 
ted Statca,  directly  or  indirectif,  eommence.  or  ' 
earrjr  od,  aojr  verbal  or  written  eorrerpondeoee  or 
lalcreoane  with  aojr  forei^  OoTeroment,  or  aoy 
cAecr  or  afcnt  thereof,  with  an  inteat  to  iofliiaiee 
lh«  mcaanrca  or  eoadoei  of  any  foreipi  GoTem- 
meat,  or  of  any  ofieer  or  apnt  thereof,  io  reb- 
lion  to  unf  dinpotea  or  eontroTerMcs  with  the  Uai-  ' 
ted  Bfttei,  or  defeat  the  measaret  of  the  Oorern-  I 
neat  of  the  United  Siaten ;  or  if  any  per»oo.  being  ' 
a  citizen  of.  or  resident  witbio  the  United  States, 
aod  aoi  dofy  iiuih<rrr.u'd,*>ii][l  cffurf^'l  i  {  :     -< -I 
(T  s*-^t<t  in  unv  ■  ij'-li  ''..f  r'*[«jri'f"'ti<!'-.  '.vi'Ji  Tit-  f'.  \ 
;it  ,1  u,f*'i;u(*,  li'- ii.'--,  ■Ii/ill       i|i-'iri'-'l  'fj 

"ni»n  f;j-  "i'^tniT'Tl TjT  TiV  u  fTui;  not  p » c-d ni:^  | 

fl»*  tfM>l|«l  n 'I  r|r,ll:ir«  arirl  fj  V  P  Itl  [ri  '.It  FII'' [1 L  (I  U  Tl '>!»  | 

a  [ffTij  n>j(  Ult  iIjud  six  luuntlis,  iioi  exceeding  ' 
three  yean :  Promded  tUwayt^  That  nothing  in 
thi>  act  contained  shall  be  conslroed  to  abridge  the 
rigiitof  indirtdual  citizens  of  the  United  BUles 
to  apply,  by  themselves,  or  their  lairful  agents,  to 
any  foreign  Qovemraent,  or  the  agents  thereof,  for 
the  redrew  of  any  injartes  inrelaiioo  to  the  person 
or  property  which  such  individaala  mar  hare  sns- 
taiaea  from  such  Qovernmeot,  or  any  or  its  agents, 
eitict*ni,  or  subjects. 
Approved,  January  30. 1799. 


An  Act  ftntbsr  to  suspend  the  eommerci^  intereoorse 
betwaan  the  Unilad  StatM  and  France,  and  the  de- 
pandandfls  tb«r«>£ 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  from  and  after  the  third 
dayofMarchnext.no  ship  or  vessel  owned,  faired, 
or  employed,  whoUv,  or  in  part,  hy  any  person  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  and  which  shall  de- 
part therefrom,  ahall  he  allowed  to  proceed  d  i  rectly, 
orfrom  any  ioterinediate  port  or  place,  to  any  port 
or  plaoe  within  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, or  the  dependencies  thereof,  or  to  any  place  in 
the  West  Inaies,  or  elsewhere,  under  the  acknow* 
ledftad  Oovernment  of  France,  or  shall  be  employ- 
ed in  anv  traffic  or  commerce  with  or  forany  per- 
son resident  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  French  Republic.  And  if  any 
ship  or  veuel,  io  any  voyage  thereafter  commen- 
cing, and  before  her  return  within  the  Uoited 
States,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried  or  suffered  to 
procsed  to  any  French  port  or  place,  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall  bt  employed,  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the 
intenf  hereof,  every  such  ship  or  vesnel,  together 
with  her  oargo,  ihall  be  forfeited ;  and  shall  ac- 
erua,  the  one  half  to  the  luo  of  the  United  States, 


aad  the  other  half  to  ibe  use  of  aay  penoa  or  pa. 
•oos.  eiiizeas  of  the  United  Stales,  who  will  ia- 
loroi  and  proMcote  for  the  sajue ;  aad  shaU  be  lia- 
Ue  to  be  seized,  aad  may  be  proaecaicd  aad  «••- 
demoed.  ia  any  eiceoit  or  district  c«wt  at  Ae 
United  Sutcs,  which  shall  be  holdea  wiikia  ai 
for  the  disuiet  where  ibe  scnare  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  2.  Amd  be  it  Jvther  emaOed,  Thmt  bom 
and  after  the pasaiagtrf' this  act,noele*nBcc  fart 
foreign  voyage  shall  be  giaatcd  to  any  ship  or 
vessel,  owned,  hired,  or  employed,  whoUTeria 
part,  by  any  person  resident  within  the  tJaOBd 
Sutes,  tmtil  a  bond  shall  be  given,  to  the  ase  of 
the  United  States,  wherein  the  owner  or  eropkyjm, 
if  osually  resident  or  present  where  the  cleaiaace 
shall  be  required,  and  otherwise  his  agoit  or  6e- 
lor,  and  the  master  or  captain  of  such  ship  or  vei- 
sel,  for  the  intended  voyage,  shall  be  parties,  ia  a 
sum  eqoal  to  the  value  of  the  ship  or  ressel,  and 
to  one-third  of  the  value  oi  her  cargo,  and  shall 
find  sufficient  surety  or  sureties  to  the  amonat  of 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  principal  sum.  with 
condition  that  the  same  shall  not,  daring  her  n- 
tended  voyage  or  before  her  return  within  the 
United  States,  proceed  or  be  earned,  directly  or  iadi- 
rectly,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  territory  of  the 
French  Republi^  or  the  dependencies  thereof^  or 
any  place  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere,  oodcx 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France,  nakw 
by  actual  force  and  violence,  to  be  fully  proved  aad 
manifested  before  the  acquittance  of  such  bond, 
and  that  such  ressel  is  not,  and  shall  not  be,  em- 
ployed, dufins  her  intended  voyage,  or  before  her 
return,  as  aforesaid,  in  any  traffic  or  commeree, 
with  or  for  any  person  resident  within  the  tcni- 
tory  of  that  Republic,  or  in  any  of  the  dependen- 
cies thereof:  Provided,  That  in  no  case  the  sure- 
ty or  sureties  shall  be  answerable  for  more  thaa 
ten  thoiuand  dollars. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  third  day  of  Marcn,  no  French 
ship  or  vessel,  armed  or  unarmed,  commissioned 
by  or  for,  cr  under  the  authority  of  the  French 
Republic,  or  owned,  fitted,  hired,  or  employed  by 
any  person  resident  within  the  territoiy  of  that 
Republic,  or  any  of  the  dependencies  thereof  or 
sailing  or  coming  therefrom,  (excepting  as  i> 
hereinafter  excepted,)  shall  be  allowed  an  entry, 
or  to  remain  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  unless  driven  thither  by  distress  of  wen- 
ther  or  io  want  of  provisions.  And  if,  contrary 
to  the  intent  hereof,  any  such  ship  or  vesael  sfaau 
be  found  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the 
United  States,  not  being  liable  to  seizure  for  any 
other  cause,  the  company  baring  charge  thereof 
shall  be  required  to  dejMirt  and  carry  away  the 
same,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  delay ;  and  if  they 
shall,  notwithstanding,  remain,  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  collector  of  the  district  wherein,  or  nearest 
to  which,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be,  to  seize  and 
detain  the  same,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
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States:  Prtwided,  That,  in  case  of  veuds  hereby 
prohibited,  which  shall  De  driTeD  by  distress  of 
weather,  or  want  of  nrovisioDs,  into  any  port  or 
|daee  of  the  United  States,  they  may  be  suffered 
to  remain  under  the  cnstod  y  of  the  collector  there, 
or  nearest  thereio,  uDtil  suitaUe  repairs  or  sup- 
|dies  can  be  obtaiued;  and  as  soon  as  may  be 
thereafter,  shall  be  required  and  suffered  to  de- 
part ;  but  no  part  of  the  lading  of  such  vessel  shall 
be  taken  out,  or  disposed  of,  unless  bv  the  special 
permit  of  such  collector,  to  defray  tne  unaroida- 
bte  expense  of  such  repairs  or  supplies. 

Sec.  4.  Provided,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  if  he  shall  deem  it  ezpedieot  and  consist- 
ent with  the  interests  of  the  united  States,  by  his 
order,  to  remit  and  discontinue,  for  the  time  be- 
in|f,  the  restraints  and  prohibitions  aforesaid,  either 
with  respect  to  the  Freoch  Repablic,  or  to  any 
island,  port,  or  place  belonging  to  the  said  Re- 
public^ with  which  a  commercial  intercourse  may 
tafely  be  renewed ;  and  also  to  revoke  such  order, 
wbeoever,  in  his  opinion,  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  require;  and  he  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  proclamation  there- 
of accordingly. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States 
to  gire  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the 
public  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  to  stop 
and  examiae  any  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United 
States  on  the  faign  sea,  which  there  may  be  rea- 
son to. suspect  to  be  engaged  in  any  traffic  or 
commerce  contrary  to  the  true  tenor  hereof ;  and 
if.  upon  examination,  it  shall  appear  that  such 
ship  or  ressel  is  bound  or  aailinffto  any  port  or 
place  within  the  territory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic or  her  dependencies,  contrary  to  the  intent  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of 
such  public  armed  vessel,  to  seize  every  ship  or 
vessel  engaged  in  such  illicit  commerce,  and  send 
the  same  to  the  nearest  port  in  the  United  States; 
and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  thus  bound  or  sail- 
ing to  any  such  port  or  plact  shall,  upon  due 
Woof  thereof,  be  liable  to  the  like  penalties  and 
forfeitures  as  are  provided  in  and  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act. 

8sc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  when- 
STer  any  ship  or  vessel^  owned  wholly  or  in  part, 
01  employed  by  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  coming  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  territory  of  the  Freoch  Republic,  or 
the  dependencies  thereof,  which  has  arrived  with- 
in any  port  or  place  of  the  United  States  since  the 
first  day  of  December  last  past,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  arrive,  bath  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be, 
seized  and  detained  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  and 
France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof."  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person  claiming  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, to  prefer  his  petition  to  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  such  seizure  shall  be  made,  setting 
forth  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  and  to  pray 
that  the  tame  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  cargo,  may 


be  restored ;  and  the  said  judge  shall  therenpon 
inquire,  in  a  summnry  manner,  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  first  causing  reasonable  notice 
to  be  given  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  such  district,  and  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict by  whom  such  seizure  or  detention  hath  been 
or  shall  be  made,  that  each  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  showing  cause  against  the  prayer  ot  such 
petition  ;  and  shall  cause  the  facts  which  shall  ap- 
pear upon  such  inquiry,  to  be  stated  and  annexed 
to  the  petition,  and  direct  their  transmission  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  his  satisfaction,  that  such  ship  or  vessel  was 
captured  or  driven  into  such  port  or  place  by  di^ 
tress  of  weather,  or  want  of  provisions,  or  was  un- 
avoidably detained  and  delayed  by  some  embargo, 
arrest,  capture,  contrary  winds,  or  other  unavoida- 
ble casualty,  wiUioat  any  hxi\i,  wilful  Degligeuee, 
or  intention  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  act  be- 
fore mentioned,  or  of  this  act,  in  any  such  claim- 
ant, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  snail  order  the 
restoration  of  said  vessel  and  cargo  to  such  claim- 
ant, upon  such  terms  and  conifltionsas  he  mar 
deem  reasonable  and  just ;  otherwise,  and  in  aD 
cases  wherein  such  petition  shall  not  be  presented, 
every  ship  or  ve&sel  that  has  arrived  since  the  sain 
first  day  of  December  from  any  port  or  place  in 
the  French  Republic,  or  the  dependencies  there- 
of, or  which  snail  hereafter  arrive  within  any 
port  or  place  of  the  United  States,  unless  driven 
by  stress  of  weather  or  want  of  provisions,  shall 
be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  and  condemned  in  the 
same  manner,  and  to  the  same  uses,  as  are  pro- 
vided in  and  by  the  first  section  of  tnis  act;  and 
like  proceedings  shall  also  he  had,  and  like  forfeit- 
ures incurred,  as  are  herein  provided,  with  respect 
to  vessels  coming  from  France,  and  the  dependen- 
cies thereof,  in  aircaseswhenanyshiporvessel  shall 
arrive  in  any  port  or  place  of  the  United  States, 
from  any  port  or  place  with  which  all  commer- 
cial intercourse  shall  he  prohibited  by  proclanui* 
tion,  according  to  the  intent  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  Provided,  and  be  it  fttrther  enacted. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  extend 
to  any  ship  or  vessel  to  which  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  grant  a  permission  to  enter 
or  to  clear ;  which  permission  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  grant  to  vessels  which  shall  be  solely 
employed  in  any  purpose  of  political  or  national 
intercourse,  or  to  aid  the  departure  of  any  French 
persons,  with  their  g[oods  and  effects,  who  shall 
have  been  resident  within  the  United  States,  when 
he  may  think  requisite. 

8bo.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaded  That  this 
act  shall  continue  ana  he  in  force  until  the  third 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thonnnd  eight 
hundred. 

Approved,  February  9, 1799. 


An  Act  rospeeting  balances  reported  aganut  eertun 
Sutes,  by  Uw  coauDiauonm  ^tpointed  to  settle  the 
acoonntt  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mvcral 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That  if  any  State  against 
which  a  balance  was  reported  by  the  oommia- 
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aionera  appomted  to  settle  the  aecountB  between 
the  United  States  and  the  sererat  States,  shall,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  by  a  legifilatiTe  act  eofca^e  to  pay  into 
the  Treasury  of  toe  United  States,  within  fire  years 
after  passing  such  legislative  act,  or  to  expend, 
within  the  time  last  mentioned,  in  erecting,  enlarg- 
ing or  completing  any  fortifications  for  the  defence 
of  the  United  Slates  at  such  place  or  places,  the 
jurisdiction  whereof  baring  been,  previously  to 
such  expenditure,  ceded  by  such  State  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  reserration  that  process  civil  and 
criminal  issuing  under  authority  of  such  State, 
may  be  served  and  executed  therein,  and  accord- 
ing to  such  plan  or  plans  as  shall  be  ai^oved  by 
thePresideot  of  the  United  Staies,asam  m  money, 
or  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  equal  to  the 
balance  reported  as  aforeaaid,  against  such  State, 
Of  to  the  sum  assumed  by  the  United  States  Iq  the 
d«bt  of  such  State,  such  payment  or  expenditure, 
when  so  made,  shall  be  acc^ed  by  the  United 
States,  as  a  full  discharge  of  all  demands  on  ac- 
eouut  of  said  balance;  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  cause  credit  to  be  given  to  sucn  State  .on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  accord- 
ingly :  Provided  however,  That  no  more  than 
one-third  part  of  the  whole  payment  or  expendi- 
ture that  may  be  made  by  any  such  State  shall  be 
made  iu  three  per  ceat.  stock,  nor  more  than  one- 
third  part  of  the  remaininc-two  thirds  shall  be 
made  in  deferred  stock}  Aw  provided  eU»o,  That 
any  such  Slate  may  obtain  a  diseham,  a*  ufore* 
said,  by  the  payment  or  expenditure  of  a  sum  of 
money,  sofiicient  in  the  opini<m  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  purchase,  at  market  price,  the 
different  ^lecies  of  stock,  the  payment  or  expendi- 
ture of  which  would  be  accepted  as  a  AiU  discbarge, 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  al\Day$,  and  be  it  further  en- 
acted. That  if  any  such  State^  as  aforesaid,  shall 
have  expended  since  the  establishment  of  the  pres- 
ent Governmeot  of  the  United  States,  any  sum  of 
money  in  fortifying  any  place  since  ceded  by  such 
State  to  the  Unit^  States,  or  which  may  be  so 
ceded,  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  such  expenditure  having  been  ascertained 
and  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  shall  be  taken  and  allowed  as  part 
of  the  expenditure  intended  by  this  act. 

Approved,  February  15, 1799. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  rrimbnttement  of  moneys  ex- 
pended in  rendering  aid  to  sick  and  dntitnte  Amer- 
toan  ssamen,  in  fbraiga  countries. 
Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  reimburse 
such  reasonable  advances  of  money,  as  have  been 
made,  or,  during  tbe  present  year,  may  be  made, 
by  tbe  Consuls  of  tbe  United  States  in  affording 
TeKef  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen,  in 
foreign  comtries,  or  in  aiding  them  to  return  to 
their  homes,  beyond  the  sum  allowed  by  law  for  . 
tfc*t  purpose. 
Approved,  February  19, 1799. 


S8M 


An  Act  to  amend  an  aet,«ntitled**  AnaetgnriBg  At 
to  thebws  of  the  United  Stales  wilhia  dw 
of  Tennessee." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  any  person  who  iball 
commit  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  the  east  ^ide  of  Cumberland  mouniaia. 
within  tbe  district  of  Tennessee,  shall  not  be  Mi 
to  answer  at  the  court  at  Nashville,  or  any  othei 
place,  on  the  west  side  of  said  roonntain,  and  tbt 
any  person  who  shall  commit  an  offence  igaiul 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  west8ide<< 
said  mountain,  within  the  said  district,  shall  dm  | 
beheld  to  answer,at  thecourtetKnoxville,orn; 
other  place,  upon  the  east  side  of  said  inoUDttiD; 
but  that  all  persons  who  shall  commit  offcBco 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  (within  the  | 
said  district)  shall  be  held  to  answer  in  tbe  eoutt 
on  that  side  of  the  said  mountain,  where  such 
fence  slmll  have  been  committed. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  toy  i 
suits  which  shall  be  brought  by  tbe  United  Stttn,  | 
in  the  district  court  of  Tennessee,  against  uf 
person  residing  on  tbe  east  side  of  saio  raonniua, 
shall  not  be  returned  to  the  court  at  Nashville,  ob  i 
the  west  side  of  tbe  said  mountain,  and  that  saf 
suits  which  shall  be  brouj^bt  by  the  United  Suiei 
against  any  person  residing  upon  the  west  side  of 
said  mountain,  shall  not  be  returned  to  the  coon  | 
at  Knoxville,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  monntsia. 
But  that  alt  suits  which  shall  be  brought  by  the 
United  States,  against  any  person  or  persons,  resid- 
ing on  the  respective  sides  of  the  said  moDniiin,  i 
shall  be  returned  to  the  court,  on  that  side  of  tbe  I 
shall  mountain  where  the  defendant  or  defendaats 
said  reside,  or  be  found  at  the  time  of  brioginf 
iueh  suit  or  suits. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  juriher  enacUd^  That  the 
western  foot  of  Cumberland  mountain  shall  be 
the  boundary,  dividing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cut 
ern,  from  the  western  side  of  said  mountain. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  all  Mitt 
which  may  be  lu-oughl  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  to  final  judement  in  the  court  where- 
in  such  suit  or  suits  shatl  have  been  originally  re- 
turned, and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  for 
the  district  of  Tennessee,  to  keep  two  separate 
dockets,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid — one  lor  tbe 
court  at  Nashville,  and  one  for  the  courl  at  Knox- 
ville: Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
80  construed,  as  to  prevent  writs  of  execution  isuei 
from  either  of  the  said  courts  being  executed  m 
the  person  or  property  of  the  defoidant  or  defea- 
danls,  in  any  i»rt  of  the  distri^  of  Tennessee,  ia 
the  same  manner  as  uf  thu  not  had  never  bM 
made. 

Approved,  February  10, 1799. 

An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  de&sf 
the  expense  of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  iht 
Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  be  appropriated  is 
defray  the  expense  of  such  treaty  or  treaties  H 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  deem  tf- 
pedient  to  bold  with  thelndiana:  Frarided,  nolfc- 
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in|r  io  thia  act  ooDiained  sbaJl  be  eoostrned  to  ad- 
mit aa  obligation  oq  tbe  part  of  the  United  States 
to  extinguish,  for  the  benefit  of  any  Slate  or  iodi- 
▼idual  citizen,  Indian  claims  to  any  lands  lying 
withta  the  limits  of  tbe  United  States;  and  that 
du  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  anr  of  the  Com- 
miaaioners  appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed, 
for  negotiating  snch  treaty  or  treaties,  shall  not 
exceed,  exclusive  of  trarelling  expeoaes,  the  rate 
of  eigfat  dollars  per  day,  during  the  time  of  actual 
aemce  of  such  Commissioner. 

Seo  2.  ht  ii  fwriher  enacted^  That  the  sum 
•foresaid  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Appcorad,  Felnniary  19, 1799. 


An  Act  fixing  the  pay  of  the  captains  and  command- 
CTB  of  ships  and  vessels  of  vrai  of  the  United  States 
iBti  it  ertacted,  That  all  the  vessels  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  mouating  twenty 
fans  and  upwards,  be  commanded  by  captains ; 
those  not  exceeding  eighteen  guns  (except  galleys, 
which  are  to  be  eommaadra^  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided by  law)  by  masters  or  lieutenants,  accord- 
ing to  the  size  of  the  vessel,  to  be  regulated  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pay 
of  captains  commanding  shifts  of  tbtrty-two  guns 
and  upwards^  be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month, 
and  eight  rations  per  day ;  of  captains  command- 
ing ships  of  twenty  and  under  thirty-two  guns, 
seventy-five  dollars  per  month,  and  six  rations  per 
day ;  of  a  master  commandant,  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  and  five  rations  per  day ;  and  of  lieuten- 
ants, who  may  command  the  smaller  vessels,  fifty 
dollars  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  officer,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  employed  io 
tbe  command  of  a  squadron,  on  separate  service, 
the  allowance  of  rations  to  such  commanding  of- 
ficer shall  be  doubled  during  the  continuance  of 
such  command,  and  no  longer,  except  in  tbe  case 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy,  whose  al- 
lowance, while  in  service,  shall  always  be  at  the 
late  of  sixteen  rations  per  day. 
Approved  February  2^  1799. 

An  Act  making  ^[^n^iiiatioiia  for  dafr^dng  tiie  ex- 
peoati  vriiich  om^  ariie  in  canning  into  eflbct  eer- 
taia  tiaatiM  batwMa  Ae  United  Stetw  and  wvand 
fribea  ornations  of  Indiana. 
Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expenses  which  may  arise  m  carrying 
into  effect  the  following  treaties,  viz:  A  treaty 
made  and  concluded  with  the  Creeks,  at  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  a  further 
treaty  with  the  said  Creeks,  made  and  concluded 
at  Colerain,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  twen- ; 
ty-ninth  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-six:  A  treaty  made  and  concluded  with 
the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  on 
the  eleventh  of  November,  one  thousand  fieven 
hundred  and  oiDety-foar:  An  agreement  made 


aad  entered  into  with  tbe  chiefs  of  the  Chicka- 
saw nation,  in  Philadelphia,  on  Uie  fifteenth  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  to 
pay  to  the  said  nation  goods  to  the  amount  of 
three  thousand  dollars  aanually :  And  tbe  trea- 
ty made  and  concluded  at  Tellico,  with  the 
Cherokee  tribe  or  nation,  on  the  second  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight;  and  a  treaty  of  Holston,  mentioned  in  the 
same:  The  money  arising  under  the  revenue 
taws  oi  the  United  States,  which  bave  been  here- 
lofwe  passed,  and  not  already  appropriated  to  any 
other  purpose,  that  is  to  say,  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be,  and  is  hereby,  pledged  and 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  annuities 
stipulated  aa  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  In- 
dian tribea  or  nations,  and  to  continue  so  pledged 
and  ai^tropriated  so  long  as  the  said  treaties  and 
agreement  shall  be  in  force.  And  that  a  fiirther 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  out  of  tbe  money 
aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  is.  appropriated  to  defray 
the  cost  of  transportation,  and  other  contingent 
charges  which  may  arise  from  the  payment  of 
said  annuities,  according  to  the  stipulations  made 
and  entered  into  with  the  ^reaaid  nations,  tribes, 
or  Indiana. 
Approved  February  26, 1799. 


An  Act  zeapeetiag  quarantines  and  heidUi  laws. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  quarantines  and 
other  restraints,  which  shall  be  required  and  es- 
tablished by  the  health  laws  of  any  State,  or 
pursuant  th«elo,  respecting  any  vessels  arriving 
in,  or  boand  to,  any  port  or  district  thereof,  whe- 
ther from  a  foreyro  port  or  place,  or  from  another 
district  of  the  United  States,  shall beduly  observ- 
ed by  tbe  collectors,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
revenue  of  the  United  StateSj  appointed  and  em- 
ployed for  the  several  collection  districts  of  such 
State,  respectively,  and  by  the  masters  and  crews 
of  the  several  revenue  cutters,  and  by  the  milita- 
ry officers  who  shall  command  in  anv  fort  or  sta- 
tion upon  the  seaeoast;  and  all  such  officers  of 
the  United  States  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  and  required,  faithfully  to  aid  in  the 
execution  of  such  quarantines  and  health  laws, 
according  to  their  respective  powers  and  pre- 
cincts, and  as  they  shall  be  directed  from  time  to 
time  by  theSecretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stales.  And  the  said  Secretary  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  anthorized,  when  aconformity  to  such  ^oar- 
antines  and  hnlth  laws  shall  require  it,  and  in  re- 
spect to  vessels  which  shall  be  subject  thereto,  to 
prolong  the  terms  limited  for  the  entry  of  the  same, 
and  the  report  or  entry  of  their  cargoes,  and  to  vary 
or  dispense  with  any  other  ru^laitons  applicable 
to  such  reports  or  entries :  Provided,  that  noth- 
ing herein  shall  enable  any  State  to  collect  a  duty 
of  tonnage  or  impost,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Congress  of  tbe  United  States  thereto:  And  pro- 
vide, that  no  part  of  the  cargo  of  any  vessel 
shall,  in  any  case,  be  taken  out,  or  unladen  there- 
from, otherwise  than  as  by  taw  is  allowed,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  hereinafter  established. 

Sao. 3.  Andbeitfiir^uT  enacted,  That  when, 
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hy  tbe  health  taws  of  aajr  State,  or  bjr  the  regula- 
bODs  which  shall  be  made  pursuaot  thereto,  any 
Tessel,amriQg  within  a  collection  district  of  such 
State,  shall  be  prohibited  from  coming  to  tbe  port 
of  enlrjr  or  delirerv  by  law  established  for  such 
district,  and  it  shall  be  required  or  permitted  by 
such  health  laws,  that  the  cargo  of  such  vessel 
shall  or  may  be  unladen  at  some  other  place  with- 
in or  near  to  such  district,  the  collector  author- 
ized therein,  after  due  report  to  him  of  the  whole 
of  such  cargo,  may  ^rant  his  special  warrant  or 
permit  for  the  noladuig  and  discha^e  thereof, 
aDder  the  care  of  the  surveyor,  or  of  one  or  more 
inspectors,  at  some  other  place  where  such  health 
laws  shall  permit,  and  upoa  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions which  shall  oe  directed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  which  such  collector 
may,  for  the  time,  reasonably  judge  expedient  for 
the  security  of  the  public  revenue :  Provided, 
That  in  every  such  case,  all  tbe  articles  of  tbe 
cargo  so  to  be  unladen  shall  be  deposited  at  tbe  risk 
of  uie  parties  concerned  therein,  m  such  public,  or 
other  warehouses  or  ioclosures,  as  tbe  collector 
shall  designate,  there  to  remain  under  the  joint 
custody  ol  such  collector,  and  of  the  owner  or 
owners,  or  master,  or  other  person  having  charge 
of  such  vessel,  until  tbe  same  shall  be  entirely  un- 
laden or  discharged ;  and  until  the  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  shall  be  so  deposited,  may 
he  safely  lemoved,  without  coatrarening  sucn 
health  laws;  and  when  such  removal  may  be  al- 
lowed, the  collector  having  charge  of  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  may  grant  permits  to  tbe 
respective  owners  or  consignees,  their  factors  or 
agents,  to  receive  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, which  shall  be  entered,  and  whereof  the  du- 


ties accruing  shall  be  paid  or  secured,  according 
to  law,  upon  the  payment  by  them  of  a  reason- 
able rate  of  storage;  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  all  public  ware- 
houses and  inclosures. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  purchased  or  erected,  under  the  orders  of 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  suitable  ware- 
houses, with  wharves  and  inclosures,  where  goods 
and  merchandise  may  be  unladen  and  deposited, 
from  any  vessel  which  shall  be  subject  to  a  quar- 
antine, or  other  restraint,  pursuant  to  the  health 
laws  of  any  State  as  aforesaid,  at  such  convenient 
place  or  places  therein,  as  the  safety  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  the  observance  of  sacn  health  laws 
may  require. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when, 
by  the  prevalence  of  any  contagious  or  epidemi- 
cal disease,  in  or  near  the  place  by  taw  establish- 
ed, as  the  port  of  entry  for  any  collection  district 
it  shall  become  dangerous  or  mconvenient  for  the 
collector  and  the  other  officers  of  the  revenue  em- 
ployed therein,  to  continue  the  discharge  of  their 
respective  offices  at  such  port,  the  Secretary,  or, 
in  his  absence,  tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  may  direct  and  authorize 
the  removal  of  the  collector,  and  the  other  offi- 
cers employed  in  his  department,  from  such  port 
to  any  other  more  cbnvenient  place,  within,  or  as 
neaz  as  may  be,  to  aaeh  collection  district,  where 


such  collector  and  officers  may  exercise  the  ssme 
authorities,  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  dntiei, 
according  to  existing  circumstances,  as  in  sack 
lawful  port  or  district ;  and  of  such  removal, 
lie  notice  shall  be  given  as  soon  as  nm  be. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  ^ 
be  lawful  for  the  judge  of  any  district  coiHtof 
the  United  States,  within  whose  district  anycon- 
ugious  or  epidemical  disease  shall  at  any  tisM 
prevail,  so  as,  in  his  opinion,  to  endaoeer  the  lift 
or  lives  of  any  person  or  persons  confined  in  tbe 
prison  of  such  district,  in  parsaance  of  anv  hw 
of  the  United  States,  to  direct  the  marsasi  lo 
cause  the  person  or  persons  conftaed  as  aforesaid, 
to  be  removed  to  the  next  adjacent  prison  where 
such  disease  does  not  prevail,  there  to  be  cmfiaed. 
until  he,  she,  or  tbey  may  safely  be  removed  back 
to  the  place  of  their  first  confinement ;  which  re- 
movals shall  be  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfurther  enacted,  That,  in  mm 
of  the  prevalence  ofa  contagious  or  epidemical  dis- 
ease at  the  seat  of  Government,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  permit 
and  direct  the  removal  of  any  or  all  the  public  of- 
fices to  such  other  place  or  places,  as,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, shall  be  deemed  most  safe  and  convenicBt 
for  conducting  tbe  puUic  business. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it further  enacted,  That,  wbea- 
ever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  justice,  of  ii 
case  of  his  deatn.  or  inability,  of  the  senior  ssu- 
ciate  justice  of  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  Uniied 
States,  a  contasious  sickness  shall  render  ii  kiz- 
ardous  to  hold  the  next  stated  session  of  tbe  aid 
court  at  the  seat  of  Government,  it  shall  belswfo! 
for  the  chief  or  such  associate  justice,  to  is&ne  lui 
order  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  within  whieli 
the  Supreme  Court  is  by  law  to  be  holden.direei- 
ing  him  to  adjourn  the  said  session  of  the  siii 
court  to  such  other  place  within  the  same,  or  u 
adjoining  district,  as  he  may  deem  coovenienii 
and  the  said  marshal  shall  thereupon  adjourn  tbt 
said  court,  by  making  publication  thereof  la  oac 
or  more  public  papers  printed  at  the  place  b;  law 
appointed  for  holding  the  sam^  from  the  time  Ik 
shall  receive  such  order,  until  the  time  by  l>*P'^ 
scribed  for  commencing  the  said  session.  Aaint 
district  judges  shaU,  respectively,  under  tbe  now 
circnmstances,  have  the  same  power,  by  the  ssme 
meaw,  to  direct  adjournments  of  the  district  an 
circiut  courts  within  their  several  districti,  f) 
some  convenient  place  within  the  same,  r«pa'- 
ivelv- 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe  act 
entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  quaraDtine,"  pao« 
in  the  first  session  of  the  fourth  Coogrw  ofut 
United  States,  shall  be,  and  the  same  b  hete^. 
repealed. 
Approved,  February  25, 1799. 


An  Act  Ibr  the  augmentation  of  ths  Ns*y- 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  nnder  the  orden  of 
President  of  die  United  States,  and  in  BdditK»x> 
the  naval  armament  already  aaihorind  bjr  hf, 
there  shall  be  built  within  the  United  8wt^ 
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ships-of-war^  of  a  size  to  carry,  and  which  shall 
be  armed  with  oot  less  than  seveoty-four  {^uns, 
each;  and  there  shall  be  built  or  purchaW  within 
the  United  States,  six  sloops-of-war,  of  a  size  to 
carry,  and  which  shall  be  armed  with,  eighteen 
goDs,  each,  or  not  exceeding  that  force  j  all  which 
ships  and  vessels  shall  be  proeared,  maoned.  and 
employed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States:  And.  in  part  of  the  necessary 
expenditures  to  be  incurred  herein,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  of  dollars,  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by, appropriated,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  wbieb  siiaU  be  in  the  Treasuiy  of  the 
United  Stales,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  atitborized  to  augment,  at  his  discretion, 
the  force  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  now  in  the  ser- 
vice, or  building  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  by  allowing  an  additional  numbei  of  guns 
and  men  therein,  beyond  the  established  rate,  and 
according  to  the  respective  size  and  capacity  of 
soch  ship  or  vessel:  And  a  sum  not  exceeding 
thirty-fire  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  aug- 
mentation, and  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
which  shadl  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  il  fiarthtf  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  placecm  the  naval  establish- 
ment, and  employ  accordingly,  all  or  any  of  the 
vessels,  which,  as  revenue  cutters,  have  been  in- 
creased in  force,  and  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  aeacoast,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
providing  a  naval  armament ;  and,  thereupon,  the 
officers  and  crews  of  such  vessels  may  be  allowed. 
It  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  pay,  subMstence,  advantages,  and  com- 
peosations,  proportionably  to  the  rates  of  such  ves- 
sels, and  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  dis- 
eiplioe  which  are.  or  which  shall  be,  established, 
for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  22, 1799.  . 


An  Act  aoUwriring  the  eatabUshnunt  of  doeka. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc..  That  two  docks,  for  the  con- 
Tcniaaee  of  rei«iriDg  the  public  ships  and  vessehk 
be  erected  in  suitable  places,  onder  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  ITntted  States,  and  that  the 
sam  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to- 
wards effecting  this  object,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropruted. 

Ai>proTed,  February  25, 1799. 

An  Act  anUioiiaing  the  pnrdiaae     timber  bt  naval 
purposes. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  soall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriz- 
ed to  direct  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  anjr  moneys  in 
tlw  Treasury,  not  otherwise  apprc^riated,  to  be 
laid  ogt  in  the  purchaae  of  growing  or  other  tim- 


ber, or  of  lands  on  which  timber  is  growing,  suita- 
ble for  the  Navy,  and  to  cause  proper  oieasuresto 
be  taken  to  have  the  same  preserved  for  the  future 
uses  of  the  Navy. 
Approred,  February  25, 1799. 


An  Act  to  altar  the  stamp  duttea  imposed  upon  foreign 
bills  of  ezehuige  and  bilb  of  lading,  by  an  act,  en- 
titled *<  An  act  laying  duties  on  stamped  v^um, 
parchment,  and  paper;"  and  fiirdwr  to  amend  the 
same. 

Be  it  enacted,  jc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
ihiriy-first  day  of  March  next,  the  duties  imposed 
by  an  act,  entitled  An  act  laying  duties  on  stamp- 
ed vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,"  upon  foreign 
bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lading,  shall  cease 
and  determine ;  and  from  and  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  March  next,  there  shall  be  levied  and 
paid  throughout  the  Uuiled  Slates,  ihe  several 
stamp  duties  following,  to  wit :  On  every  skin  or 
piece  of  vellum,  or  parchment,  or  sheet  or  piece  of 
paper,  on  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  any  or 
either  of  the  instruments  following,  to  wit:  Any 
foreign  bill  of  exchange,  draught,  or  order,  for  the 
payment  of  money  in  any  foreign  country,  twenty 
cents;  any  note  or  bill  oflading,  or  writing,  or  re- 
ceipt, in  the  nature  thereof,  for  any  goods  m  mer^ 
ehandise  to  be  exported,  if  from  one  district  to  an- 
other district  of  the  United  States,  not  being  in 
the  same  Sute,  four  cents ;  if  to  be  exported  to  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  ten  cents;  any  policy  of  as- 
surance, or  instrument  in  nature  thereof,  other 
ihan  those  specified  in  the  above  recited  act,  when 
the  sum  for  which  insurance  is  made  shall  not 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  tweoty-five  cents;  and 
when  the  sum  insured  shall  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars,  one  dollar.  And  the  said  duties  shall  be 
chargeable  upon  each  and  every  bill  of  exchange 
and  bill  of  lading,  without  respect  to  the  nnmwr 
contained  in  a  set. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  March,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  supervisor,  or  other  person 
employed  for  the  stamping  of  vellum,  parchment, 
or  paper,  to  stamp  any  foreign  lull  of  exehan^ 
draught,  or  order,  for  ihe  payment  of  money  m 
any  foreign  country,  after  tne  same  shall  be  writ- 
ten or  drawn.  And,  if  any  person  or  persons, 
from  or  after  the  said  thirtr-first  day  of  March, 
shall  presume  to  write  or  draw,  or  cause  to  be 
written  or  drawn,  any  such  foreign  bill,  draught, 
or  order,  or  any  duplicate  or  triplicate  thereof,  be- 
fore the  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  on  which  the 
same  shall  be  drawn,  shall  be  duly  stamped,  ot 
shall  sell,  loan,  endorse,  or  remit  any  such  forei^ 
bill,  draught,  or  order,  unless  every  duplicate,  trip- 
licate, and  other  bill  of  the  same  tenor  and  date, 
which  shall  be  drawn,  or  intended  to  be  drawn, 
shall  be  first  duly  stamped ;  then,  and  in  every 
such  ease,  the  person  or  persons  so  o&nding,  shall, 
for  each  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars,  according  to  the  n». 
tore  and  aggravation  of  the  offence. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  UJurtiuT  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  or  persmis,  nt  any  timeafter  the  aatd  thirty- 
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first  day  of  March  next,  shall  kaowinffly  and 
fraodaleotly  write  or  engross,  or  cause  to  De  writ- 
ten or  eogrossed,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  any 
bond,  bill,  instrument,  or  other  writinc  whatsoever, 
in  respect  whereof  any  duty  is  payable  by  the  acts 
Congress,  or  any  of  them,  on  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  any  piece  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
whereon  there  shall  have  been  before  written  any 
other  bond,  bill,  instrument,  or  other  writing,  in 
respect  whereoi  any  duty  was  payable  by  the  said 
acts,  or  either  of  them,  before  such  vellum,  parch- 
ment, or  paper,  shall  have  been  again  marked  or 
stamped,  according  to  the  said  acts;  or  shall 
fraudulently  erase  or  scrape  out,  or  cause  to  be 
erased  or  scraped  out,  the  name  or  names  of  any 
person  or  persoui,  or  any  sum,  date,  or  other 
tidaff  written  in  such  btrnd,  biU,  instrament,  or 
writing,  or  fraudulently  cut,  tear,  or  get  off,  any 
mark  or  stamp  from  any  piece  of  retlum,  parch- 
ment, or  paper,  or  part  thereof,  with  intent  to  use 
such  stamp  or  ihark  for  any  writing  or  thing,  in 
respect  wherectf  any  duty  slutll  be  payable  by  vir- 
tue of  the  said  acl^  or  either  of  them,  that  then, 
so  ofleo,  and  in  every  such  case,  every  person, 
so  (heading,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  if  any 
writings,  matters,  and  things,  in  respect  whereof 
any  of  tne  said  duties  shall  be  payable,  and  which 
shall  be  engrossed  or  written,  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  March  next,  shall  be  written  at  a  dis- 
tance Irom  the  stamps  or  marks  which  shall,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  acts,  or  any  of  them,  be 
placed  on  the  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  where- 
upon the  same  shall  be  written  or  engrossed,  with 
intent  frauduloitly  to  evade  the  duties  imposed  by 
the  said  acts,  or  any  of  them,  the  person  who 
shall  write  or  engross,  or  cause  to  be  written  or 
engrossed  any  such  writing,  matter,  or  thing,  con- 
trary to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  hereof;  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  full  costs  of  suit 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  JitrtJier  enacted.  That  the 
duties  imposed  by  (his  act  shall  be  levied  and  col- 
lected in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  per- 
sons, and  under  the  same  regulations,  fines,  penal- 
ties, and  forfeitures,  which  are  provided  in  and  by 
the  acts  of  Congress  now  in  force,  respecting  the 
duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper. 
And  the  said  fines,  penaltiei^  and  forfeitures,  snail 
be  sued  for  and  recovered,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  the  same  uses,  as  are  prorided  in  the  said 
acts. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  JurOier  enacted^  That  no  du- 
ties shall  be  levied  or  collected  upon  any  bonds 
required  in  any  case  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State,  upon  legal  process,  or  in 
any  judicial  proceeding,  or  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  any  trust  or  duty  ;  anything  in  the 
above  recited  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

See.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  su- 

Seryisors  shall  be  severally  allowed  upon  all  stamp 
uties,  and  upon  all  fines  accruing  thereupon, 
which  shall  be  collected  and  accounted  for  by 
than,  respectively^  the  commissions  following,  to 
wit:  Upon  all  duties  collected  from  persons  other 


than  officers  of  the  reveane,  and  upon  all  6nes^  a 
commission  of  four  per  centum ;  upon  all  duties 
received  from  officers  of  the  revenue,  or  which 
are  colteeted  and  duly  accounted  for  by  the  said 
officers,  a  commission  of  one  per  centnm ;  aid 
that  the  inspectors  of  sarvevs,  not  being  also  su- 
pervisors, shall,  severally,  oe  allowed  opwi  all 
stamp  duties,  and  upon  all  fines  accruing  thereup- 
on, which  shall  be  collected  and  accounted  for  vj 
(hem,  respectively,  a  commission  of  one  and  an 
balf  per  ceDtnm.  And  the  allowances  aforesaid 
shall  extend  to  the  duties  and  fines  which  have 
been  heretofore,  or  may  be  hereafter,  collected  and 
accounted  for,  in  manner  aforesaid,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  duties  upon 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,"  na  well 
as  to  all  duties  and  fines  antnorized  by  t&is  aeL 
Approved,  Februai^  28, 1799. 


An  Act  cononming  French  dtiiena  that  have  been,  ar 
may  be,  captured  and  brought  into  the  United  Stales. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
exchange  or  send  away  from  the  United  States  to 
the  dominions  of  France,  as  he  may  deem  proper 
and  expedient  all  French  citizens  that  have  ben, 
or  may  be,  captured  and  lurought  into  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United 
States." 

Af^ved,  February  38, 1799. 


An  Act  for  providing  oompttualion  far  dM  m'lliilt. 
cUAs,  attorneys,  joron^  and  witnesses,  in  tte  eeails 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain  pails  «( 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  and  Ibr  other  pmposefc 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  compensation  to  the  seve- 
ral officers  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  as  ftA- 
lows,  to  wit:  10  the  marshals  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States,  for  the  service  of  any 
writ,  warrant,  attachment,  or  process,  issuins  oat 
of  any  courts  of  the  United  States,  two  doUan; 
and  in  case  there  be  more  than  one  person  named 
in  the  said  writ,  warrant,  attachment,  or  process, 
then,  two  dollars  for  eacn  person  so  named ;  for 
his  travel  out  in  serving  each  writ,  warrant,  attach- 
ment, or  process,  aforesaid,  fire  crats  per  mile,  to  be 
computed  from  the  place  of  serrice,  to  the  court 
where  the  writ  or  process  shall  be  r^nmed ;  and  if 
more  persons  than  one  are  named  therein,  the  tiavil 
shall  be  computed  from  the  court  to  the  place  of 
service  which  shall  be  the  most  remote,  adding 
thereto  the  extra  travel  which  shall  be  necessary 
to  serve  it  on  the  other;  for  each  hail  bond,  fifly 
cents;  for  actually  summoning  witnesses  or  ap- 
praisers, each  fifty  cents;  for  every  commitment 
or  dischar^  of  a  prisoner,  fil^y  cents ;  for  every 
proclamation  in  the  Admiralty,  thirty  cents ;  for 
sales  of  vessels,  or  other  property,  and  for  re- 
ceiving and  paying  the  money,  for  any  sum  under 
five  hundred  dollars,  two  and  one  half  per  cent; 
for  any  larger  sum,  one  and  one  quarter  per  cest 
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upon  the  excess  j  for  summoning  each  ffraad  and 
other  jury,  fou^  dollars:  Pnmded,  That  iu  do 
case  snail  the  fees  for  summonine  jurors:,  to  any 
one  court,  exceed  fifty  dollars ;  ana  in  those  States 
where  jurors,  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  are  drawn 
by  ooastables,  or  other  officers  of  corporate  towns 
or  places,  by  lot,  the  marshal  shall  receive,  for  the 
use  of  the  officers  employed  in  summoning  the 
jurors  and  returning  the  venire,  the  sum  of  two 
dollars,  and  for  his  own  trouble  in  distributing  the 
venire,  the  stun  of  two  dollars ;  for  attending  the 
supreme  or  circuit  court,  five  dollars  per  day ;  and 
for  attending  the  district  court,  where  such  court 
has  the  pQwers  and  cognizance  of  a  circuit  court, 
five  doUari  per  day ;  and  for  attendin|[  the  dktriet 
conrts  in  other  eases,  four  dollars  per  day,  and  at 
die  rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile,  for  hi«  travd  from 
the  place  of  his  abode  to  either  of  the  said  courts ; 
for  all  other  services,  not  herein  enumerated,  ex- 
cept as  shall  be  hereafter  provided,  such  fees  and 
compensations  as  are  allowed  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State  where  such  services  are  rendered: 
And  the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  as  a 
full  compensation  for  all  extra  services,  shall  be 
allowed  to  each  marshal  for  the  districts  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 
Maine. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  a 
deputy  marshal,  who  shall  be  duly  appointed  by 
the.  marshal  of  any  district,  shall  reside  and  be 
more  than  twenty  nhiles  from  the  place  where  the 
district  judge  or  such  district  shall  reside  and 
be,  the  oath  of  office  required  of  such  deputy, 
before  he  enters  on  the  discharge  thereof,  may 
be  administered  and  taken  by  and  before  any  jud^e 
or  justice  of  any  State  court  within  the  same  dis- 
trict, or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  having 
authority  thereioj  and  bein?  certified  by  him,  to 
the  said  district  judge,  shall  be  as  effectual  as  if 
administered  or  taken  before  such  district  judge. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
compensation  to  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 
for  his  attendance  in  court,  ten  dollars  per  day, 
and  for  his  other  services,  double  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  holden.  To  the  clerks  of  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts,  in  each  State  respectively,  the  same 
fees  aa  are  allowed  in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
said  State,  with  an  addition  thereto  of  one-third 
of  said  fees,  and  five  dollars  per  day  for  bis  attend- 
ance at  any  circuit  or  district  court,  and  at  the 
rate  often  cents  per  mile  for  his  travel  from  the 
place  of  bis  abode  to  either  of  said  courts ;  and  in 
case  a  clerk  of  a  court  of  the  United  States 
perform  any  duty  which  is  not  performed  by  the 
clerks  of  the  State,  and  for  which  the  laws  of  the 
State  make  no  provision,  the  court  in  which  such 
service  shall  be  performed  shall  make  a  reason- 
able compensation  therefor.  And  in  all  cases  of 
admiralty  jurisdiction,  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  shall  be  allowed  the  same  fees  as  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  second  section  of  an  act,  passed  the 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety- three,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain 
5tb  Cor.— Ul 


the  fees  in  admiralty  proceedings  in  the  district 
courts  of  the  Unitetl  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
compensation  to  the  attorneys  of  the  respective 
districts  of  the  United  States  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit:  for  each  day  which  any  such  aitornay 
shall  necessarily  attend  on  business  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  session  of  any  district  or  circuit 
court,  five  dollars;  for  travelling  from  the  place 
of  his  abode  to  such  court,  ten  cents  per  mile  ;  and 
such  fees,  in  each  State,  re:>pectively,  aa  are  alp 
lowed  in  the  supreme  court  thereof  j  and  in  the 
district  courts,  his  stated  fees,  in  the  cases  herein* 
mentioned,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  for  draw-, 
ine  interrogatories,  five  dollars ;  for  drawing  and 
euiibiting  libel,  claim,  or  answer,  six  dollars ;  and 
for  all  other  services  in  any  one  cause,  six  dollars. 
And  the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  as  a 
full  compensation  for  all  extra  services,  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  by  the  United  States,  to  each 
district  attorney  for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  for  all 
services  in  criminal  cases  performed  by  the  attor- 
ney for  the  district  of  Virginia,  and  for  which  no 
fees  are  allowed  by  law  for  similar  services  in  the 
courts  of  that  State,  he  shall  be  allowed  such  sum 
or  suras  as  the  court  in  which  the  same  is  render- 
ed shall  consider  a  reasonable  compensation  there- 
for. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  _fiirther  emci&l,  That  the 
compensation  to  jurors  and  witnesse&in  the  courts 
of  the  United  Sutes,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 
to  each  grand  and  other  juror,  for  ^cb  day  he 
shall  attend  in  court,  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire 
cents ;  and  for  travelling,  at  the  rate  of  five  cents 
per  mile,  from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to 
the  place  where  the  court  is  boiden,  and  the  like 
allowance  for  returning;  to  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned in  any  court  ol  the  United  States,  the 
same  allowance  as  is  above  provided  for  jurors. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacts,  That  the 
respective  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  ap- 
point cryers  for  their  courts,  to  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  two  dollars  per  day ;  and  that  the  marshals 
be,  and  they  are  tiereby, authorised  toappoini  such 
a  number  of  persons,  not  ezeeediog  three,  as  the 
judges  of  their  respective  courts  shall  determine, 
to  attend  apon  the  grand  and  other  jurors,  and  for 
other  necessary  purposes,  who  shall  be  allowed 
for  their  services  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  day, 
to  b  >  paid  by.  and  included  in  the  accounts  of,  the 
marshal,  out  of  any  money  of  the  United  States 
in  his  hands. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
informer  on  a  penal  statute,  and  to  whom  the 
penalty,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  recovered,  is  di- 
rected to  accrue,  shall  discontinue  his  suit  or  pro- 
secution, or  shall  be  nonsuited  in  the  same,  or  if, 
upon  trial,  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in  fitvor  u 
the  defendent,  unless  the  informer  be  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  he  shall  be  alone  liable  to 
the  clerks,  marshals,  and  attorneys,  for  the  fees  of 
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such  prosecution  ;  but  if  such  informer  be  an  offi- 
cer, whose  duty  it  is  to  commeoce  such  prcneca- 
tioQ,  and  the  court  shall  certify  there  was  rearon- 
able  grouDd  for  the  same,  then  the  Uaited  States 
shall  DC  responsible  for  such  fe«s. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
third  section  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  eighth  day 
ftf  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  process  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  lor  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  said  courts,  and 
for  jurors  and  witnesses ;  '  and  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  passed  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  entitled 
"An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  satisfy  cer- 
tain demands  attending  the  late  insurrection,  and 
to  increase  the  compensations  to  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,"  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approred,  February  28, 1799. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entiUed  "  An  set  to  provide 
for  the  valoatioa  of  lands  and  dweUing-hoosea,  and 
the  ennmenUion  of  slaves,  within  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted.  <fc..  That  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of 
lands  and  dwelling-bouses,  and  the  enumeration 
of  slaves,  within  the  United  States,"  as  requires 
that  the  lists  to  be  delivered  in  pursuance  of 
the  ninth  section  thereof,  shall  specify,  in  respect 
to  dwelling-bouses.  '*  the  number  and  dimensions 
of  their  windows,"  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
commissioners  under  the  said  act,  for  each  State 
respectively,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized 
to  extend  the  time  thereby  allowed  for  receiving 
aweals  by  the  principal  assessors,  and  also  the 
time  so  allowed  for  reluming  lists  by  the  assist- 
ant assessors  in  all  cases  where  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  deem  such  an  extension  necessary, 
imd  for  such  time  as  they  shall  think  expedient, 
and  that  so  much  of  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
abovementioned  act,  as  requires  all  appeals  to  be 
made  in  writing,  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Becretarjr  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  empowered,  under  the  direction 
or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  augment, 
in  cases  where  he  may  find  it  necessary,  the  com- 
pensations fixed  for  principal  and  assistant  assess- 
ors, by  said  act,  so,  however,  as  that  no  principal 
or  assistant  assessor  shall,  in  any  case,  receive 
more  than  two  dollars  per  day,  which  additional 
compensations  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
of  settlement  as  are  established  bv  the  aforesaid 
act,  respecting  the  compensations  therein  fixed  for 
j»rinctpial  ana  assistant  assessors. 

Approved,  Febnury  38, 1799. 


An  Aet  altaring  the  time  of  holding  die  district  eowt 
in  Vermont. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  session  of  the  dis- 
trict court  for  the  district  of  Vermont,  by  law 


appointed  to  be  holden  at  Rutland  in  said  district 
on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  annually,  shall  here- 
after be  holden  at  Rutland  in>said  district  on  the 
second  Monday  of  May,  annually. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fmrther  enacted.  That  all  pro- 
cess which  shall  hare  been  tssued,  and  all  le- 
cogaizances  returnable,  and  all  suits  and  other  jho- 
ceedings  which  bave  oeen  continued  to  the  said 
district  court  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  not 
shall  be  returned  and  held  continued  to  the  sail 
court  on  the  second  Monday  of  May  next. 

Approred,  Febnuiry  28, 1799. 


An  Act  to  regnlate  the  collection  of  duties  on  importi 
and  tomuge. 

Be  it  enacted  ^c.  That  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire shall  be  one  district,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Portsmouth,  of  which  the  town  of  Portsmoath 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry,  and  the  towns  of 
New  Castle,  Dover,  and  Exeter,  ports  of  delivery 
only;  but  ail  ships  or  vessels,  bound  to  or  from 
either  of  the  said  ports  of  delivery,  shall  first  cone 
to,  enter,  and  clear  at  Portsmouth ;  and  a  eolleelor, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  said  dutricl. 
shall  be  aifpointed,  to  reside  at  Portsmouth;  aao 
the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said  district  shall, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  extend  to  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  said  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, adjoining  to  the  British  colony  of  Ltfver 
Canada. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  there  shall  be  twenty-two 
districts  and  ports  of  entry,  to  wit:  Newburyport, 
Ipswich,  GlDucejter,  Salem,  and  Beverly,  a^  ooe; 
Marblehead,  Boston,  and  Oharlestown,  as  one; 
Plymouth.  Barnstablp.  Nantucket,  Edgartowo. 
New  Bedford,  Dighton.  York,  Biddeford.  and  Pep- 
perelborough,  as  one;  Portland  and  FalmuuttijU 
ooe;  Bath.  Wiscasset,  Penobscot,  Frencbmaa't 
Bay,  Macnias,  Passamaquoddy.  and  Waldobo- 
rough. 

To  the  district  ofNewburyport  shall  beaonexed 
the  several  towns,  or  landing  places,  of  Amesbarr. 
Salisbury,  Haverhill,  and  Newbury,  which  shiil 
be  ports  of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector,  nartl 
officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  district,  shall  be  ip- 
poittted  to  reside  at  Newburyport 

Tothe  district  of  Gloucester  shall  be  annexed  the 
town  of  Manchester,  as  a  port  of  delivery  only; 
and  a  collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  district,  to  reside  at  Gloucester. 

To  the  district  of  Salem  and  Beverly  shall  be 
annexed  the  town  or  landing  place  of  Danven. 
as  a  port  of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector,  nanl 
officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  district,  shall  beip- 
pointed,  to  reside  at  Salem,  and  a  surveyor  to  re- 
side at  the  town  of  Beverly. 

To  the  district  of  Marblehead  shall  be  annexed 
the  town  of  Lynn,  as  a  port  of  delivery  only;  and 
a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Marblehead. 

To  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  shall 
be  annexed  the  towns  or  landing  places  of  Med- 
ford,  Cohasset,  Hingbam,  and  Weymouth,  as  ports 
of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector^  naval  ofiecr, 
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aad  surveyor,  for  the  dtstrielf  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Bosion. 

To  the  district  of  Plymouth  shall  be  aooezed 
the  sereral  towns  or  landing  places  of  Scituate, 
Duzbury,  and  Kingstoo,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appoioted, 
to  reside  at  Plymoalh. 

To  the  district  of  BarnstaUe  shall  be  anoexed 
the  several  towns  or  landins  places  of  Sandwich, 
Falmouth,  Hardwioh,  Wellneet,  ProviDcetowo, 
and  Chatham,  as  ports  of  delivery  on^:  and  a 
collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  Barnstable. 

In  the  dbtrict  of  Nantucket,  the  port  of  Nan- 
tucket shall  be  the  sole  port  of  eotrvand  delivery; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Nantucket. 

In  the  district  of  Edgartown,  a  collector  for 
the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Ed- 
gartown. 

To  the  district  of  New  Bedford  shall  be  an- 
nexed Westport,  Rochester,  and  Wareham,  as 
ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appoint^,  to  reside  at  New  Bed- 
ford. 

To  the  district  of  Dighton  shall  be  annexed 
Swaosey,  Somerset,  Freetown.  Berkeley,  and 
Taunton,  as  ports  of  delivery  only;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  DightoD. 

To  the  district  of  York  shall  be  annexed  Kitte- 
ry  and  Berwick,  as  ports  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a 
collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  York. 

To  the  district  of  Biddeford  and  Pepperelbo- 
rough  shall  be  annexed  Scarborough,  Wells,Ken- 
nebank,  and  Cape  Porpoise,  as  ports  of  delivery 
only;  and  a  collector  tor  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
poiated,  to  reside  at  Biddeford. 

To  the  district  of  Portland  and  Falmouth  shall 
be  annexed  North  Yarmouth,  Brunswicl^  Free- 
port,  and  Harpswell,  as  ports  of  delivery  only }  and 
a_ collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
district,  to  reside  at  Portland. 

To  tne  district  of  Bath  shall  be  annexed  Hal- 
lowell,  Pittstown,  Top^ham,  Georgetown,  and 
Brunswick,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Bath. 

To  the  district  of  Wiscasset  shall  be  annexed 
the  town  of  Boothbay,  as  a  port  of  delivery  only; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  vhall  be  appoioted, 
to  reside  at  Wiscasset. 

To  the  district  of  Penobscot  shall  be  annexed 
Frankfort,  Blaebili,  Hampden,  and  Deer  Island, 
as  ports  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Castine ; 
which  shall  be  the  port  of  entry  for  the  said  dis- 
trict. 

To  the  district  of  Frenehmaa^  Bay  shall  be  an- 
nexed Union  Riveras  a  port  of  delivery  only ; 
and  a  collector  for  tne  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Frenchman's  Bay. 

For  each  of  the  districts  of  Macbias  and  Passa- 
nia^odaty,  shall  ha  appointed  a  collector,  to  reside 
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at  the  said  ports  of  Maehias  and  Passamaquoddy . 
respectively. 

To  the  district  of  Waldoborough  shall  be  an^ 
nezed  the  towns  of  Bristol,  Nobleborouffh,  War- 
ren, Thomaston,  Gushing,  and  Cambnen ;  also 
that  part  of  a  place  called  Ducktrap,  which  lies 
between  the  towns  of  Cambden  and  Northport, 
as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shaU  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Waldobo- 
roneh,  and  a  snrveyor,  to  reside  at  Thomaston. 

The  district  of  Ipswich  shall  include  the  town 
of  Ipswich,  as  a  port  of  entry  only ;  and  a  collector 
for  the  district  shaU  be  appointed,  to  reside  at 
Ipswich. 

The  district  of  Newbury  port  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  from  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  the  north  line  of  Ipswich. 

The  district  of  Gloucester  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  in  the  towns  of  Qloucesler  and 
Manchester. 

The  district  of  Salem  and  Beveriy  shall  include 
all  the  shores  and  waters  wi  thin  the  towns  of  Ber- 
erly,  Salem,  and  Danrers. 

The  district  of  Marblehead  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  towns  of  Marble- 
head  and  Lynn. 

The  district  of  Boston  and  Obariestown  shall  in- 
clude all  the  waters  and  shores  within  the  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk. 

The  district  of  Plymouth  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  county  of  Plymouth, 
excepting  the  towns  \>f  Wareham  and  Rochester. 

The  district  of  Barnstable  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  within  the  county  of  Barnstable. 

The  district  of  Nantucket  shall  include  the 
island  of  Nantucket. 

The  district  of  Edgartown  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  chores  within  the  eoanty  of  Duke's 
county. 

The  district  of  New  Bedford  shall  include  all 
the  waters  and  shores  within  tbe  towns  of  New 
Bedford,  Dartmouth,  Wesipori.  Rochester,  and 
Wareham,  tomiher  with  all  tne  islands  within 
the  county  of  Bristol. 

The  district  of  Dighton  shall  include  all  tbe 
waters  and  shores  on  Taunton  river,  and  in  the 
town  of  Rehoboth. 

The  district  of  Waldoborongh  shall  include  all 
the  vraters  and  shores  iirom  the  middle  of  Damax^ 
ascotty  river,  to  the  southwardly  side  of  the  town 
of  Northport. 

The  collectors  of  the  several  districts  within 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  eastward 
of  New  Hamphire,  shall,  from  time  to  lime,  agree 
upon  a  divisional  line  between  their  respective 
districts,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  tbe  Treasury  ;  and  such  districu,  so  agreed 
upon,  shall  include  all  the  waters,  shares,  and 
islands  within  the  same,  and  all  the  lands  ad- 
joining to  tbe  British  colonies  of  New  Brunswick 
and  Lower  Canada,  within  the  eastern  iwrt  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  aforesaid.  And  in  case  of 
disagreement  between  anr  of  the  said  collectm 
concerning  such  divisional  line,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  determine  the  same. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  itjurtlur  enactedj  That  in  the 
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State  of  Rhode  island  and  Providence  Pbou- 
tirat,  there  vball  be  two  difirictt,  to  wit:  the  dis-  ' 
Criet  of  Newport  and  the  district  of  ProTideoee.  ; 
The  district  of  Newport  aball  cooaprehewl  all  the  j 
wiatera,  ihmes.  bay%  barbon,  eredU,  and  inlets, 
frooi  the  west  line  of  the  taid  State,  all  akng  the 
aweoait  j  aad  northward,  up  the  Narnmnset  bar, 
u  far  a«  the  moat  loutheTtjr  part  of  Warwiex 
Nedi,  aad  from  thence  nearlr  a  oorthcait  coorse, 
10  the  Boaib  end  of  Eaoutick  Point,  at  high  wa- 
ter mark,  and  shall  ioclode  the  several  town*. 
jMrbora,  and  landing  places,  at  Wesierlr,  Charles- 
town,  Booth  Kinntoo,  North  Eiagtion,  Bast 
Greenwich,  and  all  thai  part  of  Warwick  south- 
ward of  Warwick  Neck,  aod  also  the  towns,  har- 
bors, and  landing  places,  ef  Barrington,  War- 
ren, Bristol,  Tirerton,  Little  Contptoo,  and  all  the 
towns,  harbors,  and  landing  places,  of  the  island  of 
Rhode  Island,  James  Town,  PrudeDce,New  Shore- 
ham,  aod  ererv  other  island  and  place  within  the 
said  State,  aontnward  of  Warwick  Neck  and  Rutn- 
vtick  Point. 

The  district  of  Prorideoce  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  sberea,  bays,  harbors,  eredu,  and  Inlets, 
within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  northward  of 
a  line  running  nearly  a  northeast  course  from  the 
Bouth  end  of  Warwick  Neck  to  the  south  end  of 
Rnmstick  Point  at  high  water  mark,  tncludiog 
only  the  waters  bouodwd  by  the  east  and  west 
shores  of  said  Rnmstick  Point  and  Warwick  Neck, 
leading  unthe  bay  of  the  port  of  Providence.  The 
town  of  Newport  shall  be  tRe  sole  port  of  entry  in 
the  said  district  of  Newport ;  and  a  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  surveyor,  for  the  district,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  the  said  town  of  Newport :  and 
North  Kingston,  East  Greenwich,  Barrington, 
Warren,  Bristol,  and  Pawcatuck  river  in  Westerly, 
shall  be  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  surveyor 
shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  each  of  the  ports 
of  North  Kingston,  Bast  Qreenwich,  Warren. 
Bristol,  and  Pawcatuok  river ;  and  the  surv^- 
or  to  reside  at  Warren  shall  be  snrreyor  for 
dw  port  (tf  Barrington.  The  town  of  Proyidence 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  in  the  said  district 
of  Providence ;  and  Patuxet.  in  the  same  district, 
shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  a[^inted,  to 
reside  at  Providence,  and  a  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Patuxet 

Bco.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  in  the 
Btate  of  Connecticut  there  shall  be  four  districts, 
to  wit:  New  London,  New  Haven,  FairGeld,  and 
Middlttojwn.  The  district  of  New  Londcm  shall 
extend  from  the  east  Hne  of  the  said  State  of  Con- 
■eetioui  to  the  east  line  of  the  town  of  Lyme,  and 
shall  include  the  several  towns  or  landing  places 
<Hf  Norwich,  Stoninffton,  and  Oroton.  as  ports  of 
delivwy  only ;  and  new  London  to  be  the  sole 

Sort  of  entry  ;  and  a  collector  and  inirveyor  for  the 
islriot  ahail  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  New  Lon- 
don ;  and  t  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Stoniogtoa. 

Tne  district  of  New  Haven  shall  extend  from 
the  wast  line  of  the  district  of  New  London,  west- 
erly to  Oofaturaniok  river,  to  which  shall  be  an- 
nexed the  several  towns,  or  landiag  places,  of 
Quildford,  Bmnftrd,  MUford,  and  DeAy,  as  ports 


of  ddivery  only ;  and  New  Haven  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  and  snrreyor 
for  the  district  suU  be  appoinlrdj  to  reside  at 
New  Haven, 

The  district  of  Fairfield  shall  indode  nil  ^ 
pofU  and  places  in  the  said  Bute  of  Coueetient 
west  of  the  district  of  New  Haven,  to  which  sfad 
be  annexed  the  several  towns  or  landing  places  of 
Norwalk,  Stratford,  Btamford,  and  Greenwich,  as 
ports  of  delivery  only;  Fairfidd  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  for  tlie  distiiet 
shall  be  Appointed,  to  reside  at  Fairfield. 

The  district  of  Middletown  shall  inditde  the 
several  towns  and  landing  places  of  Lyme^  Say- 
brook,  Eilliogsworth,  Haiddam,  Bast  Haddam, 
Middletowtt,  Chatham,  Weatbersfield,  Glastot- 
bury.  Hartford,  East  Hartford,  Windsor,  aad 
Bast  Windsor,  of  which  Middletown  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  aod  the  other  towns  aod  land- 
ins  places,  before  named,  shall  be  ports  of  delivery 
only ;  and  a  collector  and  stirveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Middletown ;  and  a  snrreyor 
shall  be  af^inted,  to  reside  at  Hartford,  and  ano- 
ther, to  reside  at  Saybrook. 

Sec.  5.  Aad  he  U  further  enacted^  That  in  the 
State  of  New  York  there  shall  be  six  districts;,  to 
wit ;  SacE  Harbor,  on  Nassau  or  Long  Island,  the 
city  of  New  York,  (he  city  of  Hudson,  Cham- 
plain,  Oswe^,  and  Niagara. 

The  district  of  Sagg  Harbor  shall  include  all 
the  ba;|r5,  harbors,  rivers,  and  shores,  within  the 
two  points  of  land  which  are  called  Oyster-pond 
Point,  and  Montauk  Point ;  and  a  collector  for  the 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Sagg  &r- 
bor^  which  shall  be  the  only  port  of  entry  and 
delivery  in  the  said  district. 

The  district  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  in- 
clude all  such  part  of  the  coasts,  rivers,  bays,  aad 
harbors  of  the  said  State,  as  are  not  included  ia 
other  districts  of  the  said  State,  especially  the 
several  towns  or  landing  places  of  New  Windsor. 
Newborgh,  Poughkeepsie,  Esopus,  Kinderhodt, 
and  Albany,  asports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector, naval  offieor,  and  surveyor  for  the  diatcid, 
shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  New  York,  wbidi 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  district ; 
and  a  surveyor  at  the  city  of  Albany :  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized,  if 
he  judge  it  expedient,  to  appoint  one  other  sor- 
veyor,  to  reside  at  sucb  other  place  in  thesaid  dis- 
trict Bs  he  shall  appoint. 

The  district'  of  Hudson  shall  include  all  ^ 
waters  and  shores  of  the  said  ci^ ;  and  a  collector 
shall  be  appoiuted  for  the  said  district,  to  rende  at 
the  said  city  of  Hudson,  which  shall  be  the  stAt 
port  of  entry  and  delivery. 

The  district  of  Champlain  shall  include  all  so^ 
shores  and  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the 
rivers  connected  therewith,  as  lie  within  the  said 
State  of  New  York;  and  the  said  distiiet  sball 
extend  westwardly  along  the  nortbetn  boondary 
line  of  the  aaid  State,  unto  the  place  where  said 
line  is  bounded  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  aad 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  appoint  such  place  within  the  snid 
diatriot  to  be  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery,  as  he 
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abail  jud«e  expedient;  and  a  collector  shall  be 
appointed!  to  reside  at  the  port  of  entrjr  which 
may  be  established  within  the  said  district  ;  and 
the  President  is  also  authorized,  if  he  shatt  judge 
proper,  to  appoint  not  exceeding  two  surverors.  to 
reside  at  suca  place  as  he  may  judge  expedient  to 
eonstilnte  ports  of  delivery  only. 

The  district  of  Oswego  shall  include  all  the 
ahores  and  watera  of  the  river  St.  Lawroice, 
from  the  place  where  said  rirer  is  intersected  by 
ihe  forty-fifth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and 
■uU  the  shores  na  waters  of  Lake*  Ontario,  and 
the  riTen  ud  waters  ecaiHected  therewitii,  lyii^ 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  eastward 
ef  the  west  bank  of  Ocnesee  rirer ;  and  a  collector 
■AaiXk  be  appointed,  who  shall  reside  at  or  near 
Oawcgos  at  such  place  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  appoint  to  be  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district ;  and  the  President  oi  the  United 
States  is  authorized  to  appoint  not  exceeding 
three  surveyors,  to  reside  at  such  glaees  within 
the  said  district  aa  he  shall  judge  proper,  and  to 
■constitute  each  or  either  of  such  places  to  be 
ports  of  delivery  only. 

The  district  of  Niagara  shall  include  all  the 
shores  and  waters  of  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake 
JBkiejaod  the  rivers  connected  therewith,  lying 
within  ^e  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stabes,  and 
within  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  westward 
«f  the  west  bulk  of  Qenoee  rirer;  and  a  eol- 
leetOT  shaU  be  appointed  who  shall  reside  at  Nia- 
MTaj  which  shaU  be  the  rale  port  of  entry  for  die 
jistnot ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
-is  anthorized  to  appnnt.  not  exceeding  two  snr- 
reyors,  to  reside  at  such  places  within  the  said 
■district  as  he  sliall  judge  proper,  and  to  coostiiute 
each  or  either  iff  such  places  to  be  ports  of  deliv- 
ery only. 

Sec.  6.  Arid  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
State  of  Venuont  shall  eoostitute  ode  district, 
which  shall  include  all  such  shores  and  waters  of 
Lake  Chamf^inj  and  the  rivers  connected  there- 
with, as  lie  within  the  said  State,  and  shall  also 
extend  alraig  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the 
said  State,  adjoining  to  the  British  colony  of 
Lower  Canada;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  audioriaed  to  appoint  such  place  within 
dia  said  district,  to  be  tne  sole  port  of  entry,  as 
he  dull  judge  ftvpet ;  and  a  collector  shall  be 
appointed  to  reside  threat ;  and  the  President  of 
'the  United  Slates  is  also  authorized,  if  he  judge 
it  expedient,  to  establish  not  exceeding  two  places 
as  ports  of  delivery  only,  and  to  appoint  survey- 
-Ors  for  each,  or  either  of  said  places,  at  his  discre- 
tion: Provided^  nevertkeieta,  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may.  whenever  he  shall 
in^e  it  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  erect  the  iwrthem  boundary  lioe 
'isf  the  said  State,  adjoining  the  Briii^  colony  of 
Lower  Canada,  or  so  much  thereof  as  he  may 
think  proper,  into  a  s^wrate  district,  and  appoint 
*  collector,  to  reside  at  such  port  of  entry  and 
delivery  as  may  be  established  by  the  President 
'Within  the  same. 

Sio.  7.  Andbeitjuriharenaetedj  Thatia  the 


State  of  New  Jersey  there  shall  be  five  districts, 
to  wit :  Perth  Amboy,  Burlington,  Bridgetown, 
Great  Egg  Harbor  and  Little  Egg  Harbor,  which 
shall  severally  be  ports  of  entry.  The  district  of 
Perth  Amboy  shall  comprehend  all  ihat  part  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  known  by  the  name  of 
East  New  Jersey,  (that  part  excepted  which  is 
hereafter  included  in  the  district  of  Little  Egg 
Harbor,)  together  with  all  the  waters  thetet^hen- 
tofore  wiihm  the  jurisdictitm  of  the  said  State ; 
in  which  district  the  towns,  or  landing  j)lace8  of 
New  Brunswick,  Middietown  Point,.  BUzalieth 
Town,  and  Newark,  shall  be  ports  of  deUTefy 
mly  J  and  a  collector  lor  the  district  shall  be  a^ 
pointed,  to  reside  at  PerUi  Amboy,  and  «  surreyw, 
to  reside  at  New  Bruoswiek. 

The  district  of  Burlingtoa  shall  comprehend 
that  part  of  the  said  State  known  by  the  name  of 
West  New  Jersey,  which  lies  to  the  eastward  and 
northward  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  with  all 
the  waters  thereof  heretofore  within  the  iurisdio- 
tion  of  the  said  State,  in  which  district  the  land- 
ing place  of  Lamberton  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery 
onlyj  and  a  collector  shall  be  appointed  for  thie 
district,  to  reside  at  Burlington,  wnich  shall.be  the 
port  of  entry  for  the  distnct. 

The  district  of  Bridgetown  shall  comprdiend 
the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Salem,  Camberluid, 
and  Cape  May,  (such  parUof  the  coonty  of  Glou- 
cester aind  Cape  May  as  shall  be  hereinafter  in- 
claded  in  the  district  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  ex- 
cepted,) and  all  the  waters  thereof  heretofore  witb- 
io  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  State;  and  the 
town  of  Salem  and  Port  Elizabeth,  on  Mauriea 
river,  shall  be  porta  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  amointed,  to  reside 
at  Bridgetown,  which  shall  be  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district. 

The  district  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  shall  com- 
prehend the  river  of  GreatlSgg  Harbor,  together 
with  all  the  inlet^  bays,  sounds,  rivers,  and  creeks, 
along  the  seacoast,^  from  Brigantine  inlet  to  Cape 
May  ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Somers  Point,  on  the  awd 
river  of  Great  Egg  Harbor. 

The  district  of  Little  Egg  Harbor  shall  com- 
prehend all  the  shores,  waters,  bays,  rivers,  and 
creeks,  from  Barnegat  inlet  to  Brigantine  in^. 
both  inclusively ;  and  the  town  of  Tuckerton  shall 
be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  said  districti  and 
a  collector  tor  the  same  shall  be  appointed,  to  m- 
side  at  Tnekerton. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted.  That  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  there  shall  be  two  dis- 
tricts, to  wit :  Philadelphia  and  Presque  Isle ;  the 
district  of  Philadelphia  shall  include  all  the  shoiea 
and  waters  of  the  river  Delaware,  and  the  rivow 
and  waters  connected  therewith,  lying  within  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  city  o(  Philadel- 
phia shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  and  delivety 
for  the  same ;  and  a  collector,  naval  ofi&eer,  ana 
surveyor  for  the  districL  shall  be  ai)|>ointed,  who 
shall  reside  at  the  city  of  Philadel|din. 

The  district  of  Presque  Isle  shall  inelnda  all 
the  shores  and  wiMia  of  i^ke  Elric,uid  the  rirav 
and  waten  eonneeted  dnseikith,  lying  witU&  die 
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I'arisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
^cnDsjrlTaaia ;  and  a  collector  for  the  said  dis- 
trict whall  be  appointed,  who  shall  reside  at  Presque 
Iste. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Slate  of  Delaware  shall  be  one  district,  and  the 
borough  of  Wilmington  shall  be  the  only  port  of 
entry,  to  which  shalfbe  annexed  New  Castle  and 
Port  PeoD.  as  ports  of  delivery  only  ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  tne  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  the  said  port  of  Wilmington. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the 
State  of  Maryland  tnere  shall  be  ten  districts,  to 
wit:  Baltimore,  Chester,  Oxford,  Vienna,  Snow- 
hill,  Annapolis,  Nottingham,  Nanjemoy,  George- 
town, and  Havre-de-Gnace. 

The  district  of  Baltimore  shall  inclode  Pataps- 
co  rirer,  Turkey  Point,  Spe»  Utis  Island,  and  all 
the  waters  and  shores  on  the  west  side  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,rrom  the  mouth  of  Magetty  river,  which 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  district  of  HarTe-de- 
Grace;  and  a  collector,  naval  officer,  and  sur- 
veyor for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Baltimore,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of 
entry. 

The  district  of  Chester  shall  include  Chester 
river,  and  all  the  waters  and  shores  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Chesapeake  bay,  from  the  south  side  of 
Elk  river  to  the  north  side  of  ihe  Eastern  bay 
and  Wye  river,  inclusive;  io  which  Georgetown, 
OD  Sassafras  river,  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  only, 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Chester,  which  shall  be  die  sole  port 
of  entry. 

The  district  of  Oxford  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  the  rastera  side  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  from  the  north  side  of  Wye  river,  and 
the  Eastern  bay,  to  the  south  side  of  Great  Chop- 
tank  river,  inclusive;  and  Cambridge  shall  be  a 
port  of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector  for  the  dts< 
tnct  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Oxford,  which 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Vienna  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  the  eastern  side  of  Cbesa- 
peake  bay,  from  the  south  side  of  Great  Chop- 
tank  river,  to  the  south  side  of  Hooper's  straits, 
Hayne's  Point,  and  Wicomico  river,  inclusive; 
and  Salisbury  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  only  ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Vienna,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port 
of  entry. 

The  district  of  Snowhill  shall  include  all  the 
waters  and  shores  on  the  seacoast,  from  the  north 
line  of  Virginia,  to  the  south  line  of  Delaware, 
leather  with  all  the  waters  and  shores  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Chesapeake  bay,  from  the  south 
ride  of  Wicomico  river  to  the  south  side  of  Poco- 
moke  river,  inclusive,  so  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  said  State  of  Maryland  extends;  to  which 
Sinnipuxent  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  for  West 
India  produce  only;  and  a  collector  for  the  dis- 
trict shall  be  appointed,  to  r&Mde  at  Snowhill, 
which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Annapolis  shall  include  Magetty 
river,  and  all  the  waters  and  shores  from  thence 
to  Drum  Point,  on  Patuxeni  liver ;  andacoUeetor 


for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at 
Annapolis,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry 
and  delivery  for  the  same. 

The  district  of  Nottinsham  shall  include  aU 
the  waters  and  shores  on  the  west  side  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  to  Drum  Point,  on  the  river  Patoxent, 
together  with  the  said  river,  and  all  the  navigabk 
waters  emptying  into  the  same  to  which  Bene- 
dict, Lower  Marlborough,  Town  Creek,  and  8^1- 
vey's  Landing,  shall  be  annexed  as  ports  of  debv- 
ery  only;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be 
appointed,  ta  reside  at  Nottingham,  and  a  surveyor 
at  Town  Creek;  and  Nottingham  shal)  be  the  sole 
port  of  entrf. 

The  district  of  Nanjemoy  shall  inclade  all  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac  within  the  jnriadieti<m  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  from  Pmot  Look  Oat  te 
Pomonky  creek,  inclusive,  to  which  Cedar  Poin^ 
Saint  Mary's,  and  LeweUensbnrgh  shall  be  annex- 
ed as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a  collector  few 
the  district  shall  he  appointed,  to  reside  at  Nanje- 
moy; also  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  each  of  toe 
towns  of  Sunt  Mary's  and  Lewellensburgh ;  and 
Nanjemoy  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Georgetown  shall  includeall  the 
waters  and  shores  from  Pomonky  creek,  on  the 
north  side  uf  Potomac  river,  to  the  head  of  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  said  rtv»,  within  the  jo-  | 
risdiction  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  which 
Digges's  Landing  and  Carrolsburgh  shall  be  an- 
nexe as  ports  of  delivery  only;  and  a  collector 
for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  | 
Geo^etown,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry. 

The  district  of  Havre-de-Grace  diall  inclade 
all  the  waters  and  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  bay, 
above  Turkey  Point  and  Spes  Utise  Isbnd  to  the 
south  side  of  Elk  river,  inclusive,  and  a  collector 
Tor  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  j 
Havre-de-Grace,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  j 
entry  for  the  same.  I 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  there  shall  be  eleven  districts, 
to  wit :  Hampton,  as  one  port ;  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, as  one  port ;  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City 
Point,  as  one  port;  Yorktown,  Tappahannock, 
Yeocomico  river,  including  Kinsale,  Dumfries, 
including  Newport,  Alexandria,  Folly  Landing, 
Cherrystone,  and  South  ^uay.  The  authorirr 
of  the  officers  at  Hampton  shall  extend  over  au 
the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors  and  inleu  be- 
tween the  south  side  or  the  mouth  of  York  river, 
along  the  west  abore  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  to 
Hampton,  and  thence  up  the  northern  side  of 
James  river,  to  the  east  side  of  Cbickahominy 
river;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Hampton,  which  shall  be  the 
sole  port  uf  entry. 

To  the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Porumouth  shall 
be  annexed  Sufiblk  and  Smithfield,  as  poits  of 
delivery  only;  and  the  authority  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  shall  extend  over  all  the  wa- 
ters, shores,  bays,  bacbor&and  inlets,  comprehend- 
ed within  a  line  drawn  from  Cape  Henry  to  the 
mouth  of  James  river,  and  thence  up  tJie  sooth 
side  of  James  river  to  Hood's,  inclusively,  and  op 
Elizabeth  river  to  the  highest  tide  water  ihere- 
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of;  and  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  shall  be  the  sole 
port  of  entry;  and  a  collector,  narat  officer,  aod 
sarveyor  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  Norfolk ;  also  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  each 
of  the  ports  of  Suffolk  and  Smitnfield. 

To  tae  district  of  Bermuda  Huodred,  or  City 
Point,  shall  be  anoexed  Richmond,  Petersburg, 
and  Manchester,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ;  and  a 
collector  and  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
said  district,  to  reside  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  or 
City  Point,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry; 
also  a  sarveyor  for  Petersburg,  to  reside  thereat ; 
and  a  surveyor  for  Richmond  and  Manchester,  to 
reside  at  Richmond  ;  and  the  aatbority  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  iKaid  district  shall  extend  over  all  the 
waters,  shores,  bays,  harbor^  aad  inlets,  compre- 
hendea  between  Hood's,  on  the  southern  side  of 
James  river,  and  the  highest  lide  water  on  James 
and  Appamatox  rivers,  and  on  the  northern  side 
of  James  river,  from  the  highest  tide  water  to  the 
eastern  bank  of  Chickahominy  river. 

To  the  district  of  Yorktown  shall  be  annexed 
West  Point  and  Cumberland,  as  ports  of  delivery 
only  ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Yorktown,  which  shall  be 
the  sole  port  of  entry;  also  asurveyorfor  the  two 
ports  of  delivery,  to  reside  at  West  Point ;  and  the 
authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said  district  shall 
extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors, 
and  inlets,  comprehended  between  the  point  form- 
ing the  south  shore  of  the  mouth  of  Rappahan- 
Dock  river,  and  the  point  forming  the  sonth  shore 
of  the  mouth  of  York  river,  and  thence  up  the 
said  river  to  West  Point,  and  thence  up  Pamun- 
key  and  Maitapony  rivers  to  the  highest  navigable 
•waters  thereof. 

To  the  district  of  Tappahannock  shall  be  an- 
pexed  Urbanna,  Port  Royal,  and  Fredericksburg, 
including  Falmouth,  as  ports  of  delivery  only ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  iihall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  Tappahannock,  which  shall  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry  ;  also  a  surveyor  for  each  of  the 

Sorts  of  Urbanna,  Port  Royal,  and  Fredericks- 
urg ;  and  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said 
district  shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  scores, 
harbors,  bays,  and  inlets,  comprehended  between 
Smith's  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  river, 
and  the  point  forming  the  south  shore  of  the 
month  of  Rappahannock  river,  and  thence  up 
the  last-mentioned  river  to  the  highest  tide  water 
thereof. 

The  district  of  Yeoeomico  River,  including 
Kinsale,  shall  extend  from  Smith's  Point,  on  the 
south  side  of  Potomac  river,  to  Boyd's  Hole,  on  the 
same  river,  including  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays, 
harbors,  creeks,  and  miets  along  the  south  shore  of 
Potomac  river  to  Boyd's  Hole,  aforesaid;  and 
Yeoeomico,  including  Kinsale,  shall  be  the  sole 
rt  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall 
appointed,  to  reside  on  Yeoeomico  river. 
The  district  of  Dumfries,  including  Newport, 
shall  extend  from  Boyd's  Hole  to  Cockpit  Point, 
on  the  south  side  of  Potomac  river;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside 
at  Dumfries,  which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry; 
and  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  this  district 


shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  har- 
bors, creeks,  and  ioletSj  comprehended  faietween. 
Boyd's  Hole  and  Cockpit  Point,  aforesaid. 

For  the  district  of  Alexandria  shall  be  appoint- 
ed a  collector  and  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Alexan- 
dria, which  shall  fae  the  sole  port  of  entry;  and 
the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  said  district 
shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  har- 
bors, creeks,  and  inlets,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Potomac,  from  the  last-mentioned  Cockpit 
Point,  to  the  highest  tide  water  of  the  said  river. 

For  the  district  of  FoUy  Landing  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  collector,  who  shall  reside  at  Accomac 
Court-House,  and  whose  authority  shall  extend 
over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  and  in- 
lets, of  the  county  of  Accomac. 

For  the  district  of  Cherrystone  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  collector  to  reside  at  Cherrystone,  whose 
authority  shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores, 
bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  comprehended  within 
Northampton  county. 

For  the  district  of  South  Quay  a  collector  shall 
he  appointed  to  reside  thereat,  whose  authority 
shall  extend  over  all  the  waters,  shores,  bays,  har- 
bors, and  inlets,  in  that  part  of  the  Stace  ofVir- 
ginia  to  the  southward  of  the  district  of  Norfolk, 
and  not  included  in  the  said  district,  comprehend- 
ed within  the  limits  of  the  State. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  there  shall  be  five  dis- 
tricts, viz :  One  to  be  called  the  district  of  Wil- 
mington, and  to  comprehend  all  the  waters,  shorea, 
bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets,  from  Litue  rivet 
inlet,  inclusive  to  New  river  inlet,  inclusive.  The 
town  of  WilmingKm  shall  be  a  port  of  entry  and 
delivery,  and  thore  shall  be  a  collector,  naval  offi- 
cer^ and  surveyor,  to  reside  at  the  said  town  of 
Wilmington.  Another  district,  to  be  called  the 
district  of  Newbem,  which  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores,  rays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets, 
from  New  river  inlet,  inclusive-,  to  Ocracoke  inlet, 
inclusive,  together  with  that  part  of  Pamlico  sound 
which  lies  southward  and  westward  of  the  shoal 
projecting  from  the  mouth  of  Pamlico  river,  to- 
wards the  Royal  Shoal,  and  southward  of  the  said 
Royal  Shoal;  that  the  town  of  Newbem  shall  be 
a  port  of  entry  and  delivery,  and  the  towns  of 
Beaufort  and  Swaosborough  shall  be  ports  of  de- 
livery only ;  and  there  shall  be  a  collector  ap- 
pointed for  the  district,  to  reside  at  Newbern,  aad 
a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Beaufort,  and  one  at 
Swaosborough.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  if  be  shall  judge 
it  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  to  establish  a  port  of  delivery  at  Shell  Ca^ 
tie  or  Beacon  Island,  near  Ocracoke  inlet,  and  to 
appoint  a  surveyor  to  reside  thereat  Another 
district,  to  be  called  the  district  of  Washington, 
which  shall  comprehend  all  that  part  of  Pamlico 
sound  not  included  in  the  district  of  Newbern,  as 
far  north  as  the  Marshes;  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  and  delivery ; 
and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  within  the  same.  Another  district,  which 
shall  i)e  called  the  district  of  Edenton,  and  to  com- 
prehend all  the  waters,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and 

Digitized  by  Google 


3823 


APPENDIX. 


3824 


inlets,  from  the  Marshes,  ioclusive,  northward  and 
westward,  except  those  included  in  the  district  of 
Camden ;  the  town  of  Edenton  shall  be  a  port  of 
eotry  and  delirery,  and  Hertford,  Murfreesbo- 
rough,  Princeton,  Winton.  Bennet's  Creek,  Ply- 
mouth, Windsor,  and  Skewarky,  ports  of  delivery; 
■And  a  collector  for  th^  di}>trict  shall  be  appointed, 
to  reside  at  the  town  of  Edenton,  and  a  surveyor 
at  each  of  the  ports  of  Hertford,  Winton,  Bennetts 
Creek.  Plymouth,  Windsor,  and  Skewarky;  and 
one  at  Murfreeti  borough,  for  said  port,  and  for  Prince- 
ton. Another  district,  which  shall  be  called  the 
district  of  Camden,  and  to  comprehend  North  river, 
Pasquotank,  and  Little  rivers,  and  all  the  waters, 
shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets,  from  the 
junction  of  Currituck  and  Albemarle  sounds  to 
the  northern  extremity  of  Blackbay  ;  and  Plank- 
bridge,  on  Sawyer,s  creek,  shall  be  the  port  of  en- 
try and  delivery,andNixontoo,  Indian  Town.New- 
bi^gin  Creek,  Currituck  Inlet,  Pasquotank  River 
Briag;e,  ports  of  delivery :  and  a  collector  for  the 
distnct  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Plank- 
bridge,  OD  Sawyers  Creek,  and  a  surveyor  at  each 
of  the  pons  of  Nixonton.  Indian  Town,  Currituck 
Inlet,  Pasquotank  River  Bridge,  and  Newbiggin 
Creek ;  and  that  the  authority  of  the  several  offi- 
cers of  each  district  shall  extend  over  all  the  wa- 
ters, shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets,  com- 
prehended within  each  district.  Provided,  That 
all  sbips  or  vessels,  intending  to  proceed  to  Ply- 
mouth, Windsor.  Skewarky.  Winton,  Rennet's 
Creek  Bridge.  Murfreesborough  or  Princeton, 
shall  first  come  to  and  emer  at  the  port  of  Eden- 
ton ;  and  provided,  also,  that  any  vessels  coming 
in  at  Ocracoke  Inlet,  that  may  be  under  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  employing  lighters  before  they  pass  the 
Royal  Shoal,  may  be  at  liberty  to  enter  at  any 

Sirt  of  entry  connected  with  the  waters  of  said 
let,  to  which  such  vessels  are  bound ;  and  that 
uy  ressel  coming  in  at  said  inlet  in  ballast,  for 
the  purpose  of  loading  without  the  Royal  Shoals, 
dull  be  at  liberty  to  enter  at  any  port  of  entry 
connected  with  the  waters  of  said  inlet. 

See.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  there  shall  be  three  dis- 
tricts, to  wit :  Oeorgetown,  Charleston,  and  Beau- 
fort, each  of  which  shall  be  a  port  of  entry.  The 
district  of  Oeorgetown  shall  include  the  shores, 
inlets,  and  rivers,  from  the  boundary  of  North 
Carolina  to  the  point  of  Cape  Romain :  The  dis- 
trict of  Charleston  shall  include  all  the  shores, 
inlets,  and  rivers,  from  Cape  Romain  to  tbe  Com- 
bahee  river,  inclusive;  and  the  district  of  Beau- 
fort shall  include  the  shores,  inlets,  and  rivers, 
from  Combahee  river  to  Back  river,  in  Georgia, 
comprehending  all  tbe  shores;  inlets,  and  harbors, 
formed  by  the  different  bars  and  sea-islands  lying 
within  each  district, respectively;  and  a  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Charleston,  and  a  collector  at  each  of  the 
other  ports. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  in  the 
dtate  of  Georgia,  there  shall  he  fire  districts,  to 
wit:  Saraonali,  Sunbary,  Brunswick,  St. Mary's, 
dtid  Hardwicke,  each  of  which  shall  be  a  port  of 
entry.  The  district  of  Savannah  shall  include 


Savannah  river,  and  all  the  waters,  shores,  har- 
bors, rivers,  creeks,  bays,  and  inlets,  from  the  said 
river  to  the  north  point  of  Ossabaw  island  and 
Great  Ogechee  rivers,  incluBive}  and  a  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  said  district,  to  reside  at  Savannah. 

Tbe  district  of  Sunbury  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores,  harbors,  rivers,  creeks,  bays, 
and  inlets,  south  of  the  north  point  of  Ossabaw 
island  and  Great  Ogechee  river,  exclusive,  ao4 
north  of  the  south  point  of  Sapelo  island,  incla- 
sive,  except  such  part  as  is  hereafter  described  aa 
appertaining  to  the  district  of  Hardwicke  j  and  a 
collector  for  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  Sunburv- 

The  district  of  Brunswick  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores,  harbors,  rivers,  creeks,  bays, 
and  inlets,  from  tbe  south  point  of  Sapelo  island, 
exclusive,  to  the  south  point  of  Jekyl  island,  in- 
clusive; Fredericka  shall  be  a  port  of  deliTor 
only ;  and  a  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  reside  at  Brunswick. 

The  district  of  St.  Mary's  shall  comprehend  all 
the  waters,  shores,  harbors,  rivers,  creeks,  bays, 
and  inlets,  from  the  south  point  of  Jekyl  island, 
exclusive,  to  St.  Mary's  river,  inclusive;  and  a 
collector  for  the  said  district  siuU  be  appointed,  to 
reside  at  St.  Mary's. 

And,  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  collector  to  grant  a  permit  to  unlade  at 
any  port  or  place  within  tbe  district,  and  to  ap- 
point, or  put  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  for 
whicn  a  permit  is  granted,  one  or  more  inspect- 
ors, as  may  be  necessary  for  the  security  oi  the 
revenue. 

The  district  of  Hardwicke  shall  include  all  the 
waters,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  rivets, 
between  the  south  point  of  Ossabaw  island,  ana 
the  south  point  of  Warsaw  island;  and,  in  the 
said  district,  the  town  of  Hardwicke  shall  be  the 
only  port  of  entry,  and  a  collector  for  the  laid 
district  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Hard- 
wicke. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
the  €tate  of  Kentucky,  there  shall  be  one 
district,  which  shall  include  all  the  waters, 
shores,  and  inlets  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  rivers  and  waters  connected 
therewith,  lying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
United  States  and  the  said  State;  and  a  col- 
lector shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Louisville, 
which  shall  be  tne  sole  port  of  entry  and  deliv* 
ery,  for'  the  said  district,  of  any  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  not  the  srowth  or  manufacture 
of  the  United  States:  Pnmded,  neverthelem, 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  whenever  be  shali  judse  it  expedi- 
ent, and  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  to 
establish  a  separate  district,  which  shall  iaelnde all 
the  waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  State  of  Kentucky,  and  also  tbe 
shores  and  waters  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
Ohio,  from  the  mouth  thereof  to  the  east  bank  <^ 
Cumberland  river,  with  the  rivers  and  waters  con- 
nected with  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  within  the 
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limits  aforesaid,  anU  withiD  the  State  aforesaid ; 
and  to  appoiDt  a  collector,  to  reside  at  such  port  of 
entry  and  delivery  as  may  be  established  withiD 
the  same. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That,  ia  the 
Btate  of  Te&aessee,  there  shall  be  one  district, 
which  shall  include  all  the  waters,  shores,  and 
inlets,  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  other  naviga- 
ble rivers  and  waters,  lying  within  the  jarisme- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  within  the  said 
State;  and  a  collector  shall  be  appointed,  who 
shall  reside  at  Palmyra,  which  shall  be  the  only 
port  of  entry  or  delivery,  within  the  said  district, 
of  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States: 
PTXfvided,  necerihelets,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may,  whenever  he  shall  judge  it 
expedient,  and  fur  the  iaterest  of  the  United 
Slates,  erect  the  shores,  waters,  and  inlets,  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  lying  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  and  within  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, into  a  separate  district,  and  appoint  a  col- 
lector, to  reside  at  such  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
as  may  he  established  within  the  same. 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  it  jitrther  enacted,  That,  in  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  there  shall  be  six  districts,  to  wit: 
Erie,  Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  Massac,  Illinois, 
and  Ohio.  ' 

The  district  of  Brie  shall  include  all  the  waters, 
shores,  and  inlets,  of  Lake  Erie,  within  the  juris^ 
diction  of  the  United  States,  and  the  rivers  and 
waters  connected  therewith,  from  the  west  line  of 
the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  tmto  the  west  bank  of 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  including  said  river ;  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized 
to  establish  such  place  at  or  near  Sandusky,  or  on 
the  said  rirer  Miami,  to  be  the  port  of  entry,  as  he 
shall  judge  expedient,  and  also  to  establish  not 
exceeding  two  other  places,  to  be  ports  of  delivery 
only ;  and  a  collector  shall  he  appointed,  to  reside 
at  tne  port  of  entry,  and  survevors  to  reside  at 
snch  ports  of  delivery  as  may  ne  established  as 
aforesaid. 

The  district  of  Detroit  shall  include  all  the 
Waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  Lakes  Erie,  St. 
Clair,  and  Huron,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  ana  the  rivers  and  waters  connected 
therewith,  to  the  westward  of  the  river  Miami 
aforesaid,  unto  the  island  of  Michiliinackinac} 
and  a  collector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  De- 
troit, which  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the 
district ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  authorized,  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  es- 
tablish not  exceeding  two  portsof  delivery  within 
the  said  district,  antfto  appoint  surveyors  to  reside 
thereat. 

The  district  of  Michilimackinac  shall  inelade 
the  island  of  that  name,  the  adjoining  lands  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Indian  nations  at  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  and  all  the  waters,  shores, 
and  inlets,  to  the  westward  and  northward  of  the 
Lakes  Michigan  and  Stiperior,  and  the  rivers,  wa- 
ters, shores,  and  lakes,  connected  therewith,  lying 
witnin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  unto 
the  nonfa«m  uhI  northwestern  boimdaries  thereof. 


And  t  e  President  of  the  United  States  is  author- 
ized to  establish  such  place  at  or  near  Michili- 
mackinac to  he  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district, 
as  he  shall  deem  expedient ;  and,  also,  to  establish 
not  exceeding  three  other  places,  within  the  said 
district,  to  be  ports  of  delivery  onlyj  and  a  col- 
lector shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  the  port  of 
entry,  and  surveyors,  to  reside  at  the  ports  of  de- 
livery, which  may  be  established  as  afbresaid. 

The  district  of  Massac  shall  include  th^ands 
relinquished  and  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Indian  nations,  at  the  Treaty  of  Greenville,  in 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  lying  near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  and  shall  extend  from  thence  to, 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  said  river,  and  np  the  river  Ohio  to  the 
eastern  side  of  the  river  Wabash,  including  the 
said  river,  with  all  the  waters,  shores,  and  inlets, 
connected  with  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Wabash, 
within  the  boundaries  aforesaid.  And  such  place 
at  or  near  Fort  Massac,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  designate  for  that  purpose, 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  district,  and 
a  collector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  thereat ; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  if  he  shall  judge  expedient,  to  es- 
tablish not  exceeding  two  places  at  or  near  the 
river  Wabash,  to  be  pons  or  delivery  only,  and  to 
appoint  surveyors  to  reside  thereat. 

The  district  of  Illinois  shall  include  all  the 
waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ohio,  within  tne 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
river  Illinois,  with  the  rivers,  shores,  and  waters, 
connected  therewith ;  and  a  collector  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  such  place  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  designate,  to  be  the  port 
of  entry,  and  not  exceeding  two  survevors  to  re- 
side at  such  places  as  the  President  shall  see  fit  to 
establish  as  ports  of  delivery  only. 

The  district  of  Ohio  shaU  include  all  the  wa- 
ters, shores,  and  inleCi,  of  the  river  Ohio,  on  Ae 
northern  side,  with  the  rivers,  diores,  and  waters, 
connected  therewith,  lying  to  the  eastward  of  the 
district  of  Massac,  as  before  described  ;  and  a  ctH- 
lector  shall  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  such  place 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  desig- 
nate, at  or  near  the  confluence  of  the  Great 
Miami  river  and  the  river  Ohio,  which  place 
shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  or  delivery  for  the 
district. 

And  there  shall  be  a  district  on  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  which 
shall  include  all  the  waters,  shores,  and  inlets,  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  other  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  connected  therewith,  lying  within  the 
jnrisdiction  of  the  United  States,  ana  south  of  the 
said  State ;  and  it  shall  be  lawfol  for  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  designate  a  proper 
place,  to  be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  within 
the  same,  and  to  appoint  a  collector  to  reside 
thereat. 

And  in  case  the  appointment  of  the  several  col- 
lectors and  surveyors  for  the  new  districts  or  ports 
established,  or  authorized  to  be  established  hneby, 
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shall  not  be  made  during  the  preseat  nedsioo  of 
CoDgress,  (be  President  of  the  united  States  may. 
and  he  is  berebr  empowered  to  make  such  appoint- 
ments during  the  receu  of  the  Senate,  by  grantiojg 
commi^tsioDs,  which  shall  expire  at  the  eDcTof  their 
next  session ;  but  new  appointments  shall  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  to  any  of  the  offices  heretofore 
established. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted  That  it 
ihaU«nd  may  be  lawful  to  make  entry  of  any  ship 
or  ressel,  which  shall  arrive  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place  within  the  United  States,  or  of  the  cargo 
on  ooard  such  ship  or  vessel,  elsewhere  than  at  one 
of  the  ports  of  entry  hereinbefore  established,  nor 
to  unlade  the  said  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  else- 
where than  at  one  of  the  ports  of  deltTery  herein 
established.  Provided  alwaife.  That  every  port 
of  eotry  shall  be  also  a  port  of  delivery  ;  And  pro- 
videdjurthery  Thatnonebutshipsorvesselsoi  the 
United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  unlade  at  any 
other  than  tbeports  following,  to  wit :  Portsmouth, 
in  New  Hampshire;  Portland  and  Falmouth,  New 
Bedford,  Digbton,  Salem  and  Beverly,  Qloueester, 
Newburyport,  Marblehead,  Nantucket,  Boston  and 
CharlesloWn,  Plymouth,  Bath,  Frenchman's  bay, 
Wiscasset,  Macbias.  and  Penobscot,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;  Newport  and  Providence,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations ;  New  London  and  New  Haven,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  New  York,  in  the  State  of 
New  York;  Perth  Amboy  and  Burlington,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  ;  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of 
PeQDsylrauia  ;  WUmingtoa,  Newcastle,  and  Port 
Penn,  in  the  Stale  of  Delaware;  Baltimore,  An- 
napolis, Vienna,  Oxford,  Georgetown  on  Potomac, 
Chestertown,  Towo  Creek,  Nottingham,  Nanje- 
moy,  Dives's  Landing,  Snowbill,  and  Carrols- 
barg,ia  the  State  of  Maryland;  Alexaodria^in- 
Bale,  Newport.  Tappahannock,  Port  Royal,  Fred- 
ericksburgb,  Urbanna,  Yorktown,  West  Point, 
Hampton,  Bermuda  Hundred,  City  Point,  Rock- 
ett*8Landing,Norfolk,aDd  Portsmouth, in  the  State 
of  Virginia;  WilmiogtOD,  Newberu,  Beaufort, 
Washington,  Edenton  and  Plankbridge,  In  the 
State  of  North  Carolina ;  CharlestOD.Geoi^etown, 
and  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and 
in  either  of  the  ports  of  Savannah,  Sunbury,  Bruns- 
wick, Fredericka,  and  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  of 
Greorgia;  or  to  make  entry  in  any  other  district  than 
in  the  one  in  which  they  shall  be  so  admitted  to 
unlade.  And  provided,  uutly,  That  no  ship  or  ves- 
sel arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from 
any  place  beyond  the  same,  shall  be  admitted  to 
make  entry  at  any  other  than  the  ports  following, 
to  wit :  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire :  Boston  and  Charlestown,  Newburyport, 
8alem,ftnd  Beverly,  Marblehead,  Gloucester,  Port- 
land and  Falmout^  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
Newport  and  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Planutions ;  New  London 
and  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut; 
New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  Perth 
Amboy,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  ;  Philadelphia, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  WilmingtoUj  in  the 
Slate  of  Delaware;  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and 
Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  Maryland ;  Alexan- 


dria, Norfolk,  and  Portsmouth,*in  the  Slate  of  Ta- 
ginia ;  Wilmington,  Newbern,  Washington,  ud 
Edeoion,in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  Charles* 
ton,  Georgetown,  and  Braufort,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  ;'and  Sunbury,  and  Savanaah, ia 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Provided^  That  nothug 
herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  master  or  eon* 
mander  of  any  ship  or  vessel  from  making  eatry 
with  the  collector  of  any  district  in  which  sueh 
ship  or  vessel  may  be  owned,  or  from  which  she 
may  have  sailed  on  the  voyage  from  which  tbe 
shall  then  have  returned.  Provided  also,  Thalif 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  see  fit  U 
establish  a  port  of  delivery  at  Shell  Castle,  or  Ba- 
con Island,  near  Ocracoke  inlet,  and  to  appoiati 
surveyor  to  reside  thereat,  it  nhall  he  the  doty 
the  master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  Tend 
coming  in  at  Ocracoke  inlet,  and  intending  to  qd- 
lade  her  car^o,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  anv  pod 
connected  with  the  waters  of  the  said  inlet,  u 
eome  to  at  the  port  of  delivery  which  may  be  esd- 
blished  as  aforesaid,  and  there  exhibit  lite  reports 
and  manifests,  and  perform  all  other  duties  n- 
(juired  by  this  act  of  masters  of  vessels  when  arm- 
ing at  a  port  of  entry  in  the  United  States;  bot 
no  duties  shall  be  paid  or  secured  at  the  said  port 
of  delivery:  and  the  surveyor  who  may  be  ao- 
potnted  to  reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery  shall  ; 
m  addition  to  other  powers  and  duties  granted  ui 
prescribed  to  surveyors  by  this  act,  superinteod  the 
unlading  and  discharge  of  all  goods,  wans,  tod 
merchandise  from  the  vessels  in  which  the  same 
may  be  imported,  into  the  lighters  or  coasUng 
vessels,  which  may  be  employed  in  the  trao^MXt 
atiOQ  of  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchaadiK,  to 
any  port  of  entry  or  delivery  connected  withtk 
said  Ocracoke  inUt;  and  all  goods,  wares,  or  bm- 
chandise,  which  shall  be  so  unladen  into  li^uen 
or  coasting  vessels,  shall  and  may  be  secured  witi 
the  nectesary  locks,  or  fastenings,  or  noder  ik  | 
seal  of  the  said  surveyor,  and  shall  be  accompift- 
ied  with  permits,  describing  the  said  goods,  wvtl 
and  merchandiBe,  the  veswi  in  which  imporwl 
the  persons  to  whom  belonging,  and  the  port  oi 
entry  or  delivery  to  which  destined.  And  tbe  niu- 
ters  or  commanders  of  all  lighters  or  coasting 
vessels  who  shall  receive  gosds,  wares,  or  merebaii- 
dise,  to  be  transported  as  aforesaid,  shall  give  trip- 
licate receipts,  describing  the  casks  or  package, 
containing  the  same;  and  in  case  any  goods^  wares, 
or  merchaodise,  transported  under  permits,  and 
for  which  receipts  shall  have  been  given  as  afon-  i 
said,  shall  not  he  transported  and  delivered  totk  I 
collector  or  sorveyor  of  the  port  of  entry  or  dfr  > 
livery,  to  which  the  same  shall  be  consigned  by 
tbe  permits  aforesaid,  the  dangers  of  the  seas  ui 
unavoidable  accidents  only  excepted,  or  if  uf 
lock,  fastening,  or  seal,  placed  on  the  said  gooih 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  broken  or  destrpT- 
ed,  the  lighter  or  ressel  employed  in  traosportiu 
the  same  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  master  tbeiw 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  fin 
hundred  dollars,  with  costs  of  suiu  And  ii  sbu 
be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor,  who  may  be  appoints 
to  reside  at  tbe  port  of  Shdl  Castle  or  Beacoo^  ; 
and,  to  endorse  on  the  original  mtmifests  of  tresit»  ' 
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■nriviog  at  said  port,  all  deliveries  which  may  be 
made  as  aforesaid,  to  the  masters  of  lighters  or 
coasting  vessels  as  aforesaid ;  which  manilests  shall 
be  exhibited  to  the  collector  of  the  ititerior  port 
of  eatry,  to  which  sach  vessels  may  be  destined, 
where  like  entries  shall  be  made  ana  Ukeproceed- 
iogs  had,  as  are  required  by  the  general  regula- 
tioni  and  prorisions  of  this  act. 

See.  19.  And  be'  U  JurUur  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
bound  to  a  port  of  delivery  only,  in  any  of  the 
following  districts,  to  wit :  Portlaod  and  Fal- 
mouth, except  the  ports  of  North  Yarmouth, 
Fr^port,  and  Harpswetl ;  Bath,  except  the  ports 
of  Georgetown  and  Brunswick;  Newburyport, 
New  London,  except  the  port  of  Stonington ; 
Middletown,  except  the  ports  of  Lyme,  Saybrook, 
Killiagsworth,  Haddam,  and  East  Haddam ;  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth,  Bermuda  Hundred,  or  City 
Poiot,  Yorktowo,  TappahauDOck,  except  the  port 
of  Urhaona,  or  Edenlou,  shall  first  come  to.  at 
the  port  of  entry  of  such  district,  with  his  snip 
or  vessel,  and  there  make  report  and  entry  in 
writing,  and  pay,  or  secure  to  be  paid,  all  legal 
duties,  port  fees  and  chargesj  in  manner  provided 
by  this  act,  before  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed 
to  her  port  of  delivery;  and  that  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel bound  to  a  port  of  delivery  io  any  district, 
other  than  those  above  mentioned^  or  to  either  of 
the  ports  of  delivery  above  mentioned,  may  first 
proceed  to  her  port  of  delivery,  and  afterwards 
make  report  and  entry  within  the  time  by  this 
act  limited;  and  the  master  of  every  vessel  arri- 
ving from  a  foreign  port,  or  having  goods  od 
board,  of  which  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  or 
secured,  and  bound  to  any  port  on  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  shall  lake  an  inspector  on  board  at  Say- 
brook,  before  proceeding  to  such  port;  and  if  any 
master  of  a  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed  lo  a  port 
of  delivery,  contrary  to  the  directions  aforesaid, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
leeovered  with  costs  of  suit;  that  the  master  or 
commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  bound  to  any 
district  io  Connecticut,  through,  or  by  the  way  of 
Sandy  Hook,  shall,  before  he  pass  by  the  port  of 
New  V ork,  and  immediately  alter  his  arrival,  de- 
posite  with  the  collector  for  the  district  of  New 
York,  a  true  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  board  such 
ship  or  vessel ;  if  bound  to  the  district  of  Hud- 
son, shall,  before  he  pass  by  the  port  of  New  York, 
and  immediately  after  bis  arrival,  deposite  with 
the  collector  thereof  a  like  manifest;  tf  bound  to 
the  district  of  Burlington,  shall^  before  he  pass  by 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  immediately  after 
his  arrival,  deposite  with  the  collector  thereof  a 
like  manifest;  if  hound  to  the  district  of  Notting- 
ham, shall,  before  he  pass  by  the  port  of  Town 
Creek,  and  immediately  after  his  arrival,  deposite 
with,  the  surveyor  of  said  port,  a  Kke  manifest ; 
it  bound  to  the  district  of  Tappahanoock,  shall, 
before  he  pass  by  the  port  of  Urbanna,  and  imme- 
diately after  his  arrival,  deposite  with  the  survey- 
or of  that  port,  a  like  manifest;  If  bound  to  the 
district  of  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point, 
■hall,  on  his  arrival  in  Hampton  Road,  or  at  Se< 
walPs  Point  and  immediately  after  sach  arrival, 


deposite  with  the  collector  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, or  with  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Hamp- 
ton, a  like  manifest;  and  if  bound  to  the  district 
of  South  Q.uay,  shall,  before  he  pass  by  the  port 
of  EdentOD,  and  immediately  after  his  arrival,  de- 
posite with  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Edentoo  a 
like  manifest ;  and  ^e  said  collectors  and  surrejr- 
ors,  respectively,  shall,  after  registering  the  mani- 
fests, transmit  the  same,  duty  certified  to  have  been 
so  deposited,  to  the  officer  with  whom  the  entries 
are  tu  be  made  j  and  the  said  collectors  and  sur- 
veyors, respectively,  may,  whenever  they  Judge 
it  to  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  revenue, 
put  an  inspector  of  the  customs  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  to  accompany  the  same 
until  her  arrival  at  the  first  port  of  entry  or  deliv- 
ery, in  the  district  to  whicn'such  ship  or  vessel 
may  be  destined ;  and  if  the  master  or  comman- 
der of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  neglect  or  omit  to 
deposite  a  manifest  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  shall 
refuse  to  receive  an  inspector  of  the  customs  on 
boardj  as  the  case  shall  require,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit,  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  officer 
with  whom  such  manifest  ought  to  have  been  de> 
posited,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  io  which  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  may  be  bound ;  Prodded,  That  if  the  man- 
ifest shall,  in  either  of  the  above  cases,  have  been 
previously  delivered  to  any  officer  of  the  customs, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  to  be  made 
in  that  behalf,  the  depositing  of  a  manifest  at 
aforesaid  shall  not  be  necessary. 

Sec.  20.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  of- 
ficers and  persons  to  be  appointed  pursuant  to  this 
act,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  shall  severally  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  diligently  and  faithfully  to 
execute  the  duties  of  their  said  offices,  respective- 
ly, which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  of  the  form 
and  tenor  following,  to  wit: 

I  (A.  B.)  having  been  appointed  (collector  or 
other  officer,  as  the  case  may  be,)  of  the  (district 
or  port  of,)  (do  solemnly^  sincerely,  and  truly 
(swear  or  affirm,)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faith- 
fully execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of — 
and  will  use  the  best  of  my  endeavors  to  prevent 
and  detect  frauds  in  relation  to  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  :  I  further 
(swear  or  affirm)  that  I  will  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

(Sworn  or  affirmed,)  and  subscribed,  this  — 
day  of  ,  before  me,  . 

And  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  if  taken 
by  a  collector,  may  be  taken  before  any  magis- 
trate authorized  to  administer  o»ths  within  the 
district  to  which  he  belongs ;  but  if  taken  by  an- 
other officer,  shall  he  taken  before  the  collector  of 
his  district;  and  being  certified  imder  the  band 
and  seal  of  the  person  by  whom  die  same  shall 
have  been  administered,  shall,  within  three  mootbs 
thereafter,  be  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury ;  io  default  of  taking  of  which  oath, 
or  transmitting  a  certificate  thereof,  the  party 
failing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  reeovoed  with  cosu  of  suit  in  any  court  of 
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eompeteot  jarisdicticni,  to  the  nse  of  the  UDited 

Sbc.  21.  And  be  it  fitrfher  enacted^  That  the 
wreral  ofllcere  of  the  enstoms  shall  respectirely 
perform  the  daiies  following,  to  wit:  At  sach  of 
nie  ports  to  which  there  shall  be  appointed  a  col- 
lector, naval  officer,  and  sarref  or,  the  collector 
shall  receiveall  reports,  manifests, and  docaments, 
to  be  made  or  exhibited  on  the  entry  of  any  ship 
or  Tessel,  according  to  the  regulations  of  this  act ; 
shall  record,  in  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  parpose. 
all  maoifeets;  shall  receive  the  entries  of  all 
ships  or  vessels  and  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported  in  them;  shall,  together  with 
the  naval  omcrr,  where  there  is  one,  or  alone, 
where  there  is  none,  estimate  the  amount  of  the 
duties  payable  tberenpon,  endorsing  the  said 
amoant  upon  thempeetive  entries ;  sE^t  receive 
all  moneys  paid  for  duties,  and  take  all  bonds  for 
seeuring  the  payment  thereof;  shall  grant  all  per- 
mits for  the  unlading  and  delivery  of  goods ; 
shall,  with  the  approntion  of  the  priDcifAt  offi- 
cer of  the  Trrasary  Department,  employ  proper 
persons  as  weighers,  gaugers,  measurers,  and  in- 
spectors, at  the  several  ports  within  his  district; 
and  also,  with  the  like  approbation,  provide,  at 
the  public  expense,  store-houses  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  goods,  and  such  scales,  weights,  and  meas- 
nresj  as  may  be  necessary ;  the  naval  officer  shall 
receive  conies  of  all  manifests  and  entries,  and 
shall,  together  with  the  collector,  estimate  the  du- 
ties on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  subject 
to  duty,  (and  no  duties  shall  be  received  without 
such  estimate,)  and  shall  keep  a  separate  record 
thereof,  and  ahdl  countersign  all  permits,  clear- 
ances, certificates,  debentures,  and  other  docu- 
ments, to  he  granted  by  the  collector ;  he  sbail 
also  examine  the  colleetor's  abstracts  of  duties, 
and  other  accounts  of  receipts,  bonds,  and  expen- 
ditures, and  if  found  right,  he  shall  certify  the 
same. 

The  surveyor  shall  superintend  and  direct  all 
inspectors,  weighers,  measurers,  and  gangers,  with- 
in his  port ;  and  shall,  once  every  week,  report  to 
the  coitector,  the  name  or  names'  of  nuch  inspect- 
ors, weujibers,  gauger»,  or  measurers,  as  may  be 
absent  from,  or  neglect  to  do,  their  duty,  snail 
visit  or  inspect  tbe  ships  or  vessels  which  arrive 
therein,  and  shall  make  a  return,  in  writing,  every 
'morning,  to  the  collector,  if  any,  at  the  port  where 
he  resides^  of  all  vessels  which  shall  have  arrived 
Trom  foreign  ports  or  places  the  preceding  day, 
specifying  the  names  and  denommatioos  of  the 
ressels,  the  roasters*  names,  from  whence  arrived, 
whether  laden  or  in  ballast,  whether  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  to  what  other  nation  belong- 
ing, and  if  American  vessels,  whether  the  masters 
thereof  have  or  have  not  complied  with  tbe  law, 
in  having  the  required  nmnber  of  manifests  of  the 
cargo  on  board,  agreeing,  in  substance,  with  the 
provisions  made  necessary  by  this  act,  and  sball 
nave  power,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  put  on 
hoard  each  of  such  vessels,  one  or  more  inspectors, 
immediately  after  their  arrival  in  his  port :  the 
surveyor  shall  also  ascertain  the  proof,  quantities, 
and  kinds  of  distilled  spirits  imported,  rating  such 


spirits  according  to  their  respective  degrees  of 
proof,  as  defined  bv  tbe  laws  imposing  daties  on 
spirits;  be  shall  likewise  examine  and  ascertain 
the  qaalitv,  kind,  and  quaBiity.  of  aD  wines  im- 
ported ;  aim  the  quantity  and  kind  of  all  teas  and 
sugars  imported ;  and  shall  grant  emificatce  tot 
the  said  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  and  make  returns 
thereof,  in  manner  hereafter  {A-ovided.  He  shall 
also  examine  whether  the  goods  unprated  in  any 
ship  or  vessel,  and  the  deUveries  thereof,  agie^ 
ably  to  the  inspector's  returns  thereof,  corrrapmd 
with  the  permits  for  landing  the  same ;  and  if  any 
error  or  disagreement  appear,  he  shall  report  the 
same  to  the  collector  and  to  tbe  naval  officer, 
any  there  be.  The  surveyor  shidl  abo  soperia- 
tend  the  lading,  for  exportation,  of  all  goods  en- 
tered for  the  benefit  of  any  drawback,  boanty,  ot 
allowance,  and  shall  examine  and  r^mrt  whether 
the  kind,  quantity,  and  ooality  of  tbe  goods^  so 
laden  on  board  any  vessel  for  exportaiioB,  corre- 
spond with  the  mtries  and  pi^mits  granted  then- 
for:  he  shall  also^  from  time  lo  time,  and  partien- 
larly  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  Jolf, 
in  each  year,  examine  and  try  the  weights^  meas- 
ures, and  other  instruments,  used  in  ascertaini^ 
the  duties  on  imports,  with  standards  to  be  pro- 
vided by  each  collectdr,  at  the  puUic  exp«ise,  for 
that  purpose ;  and  where  disagreements  or  errors 
are  discovered,  he  sball  report  the  same  to  the 
collector,  and  obey  and  execute  such  directions  as 
he  may  receive  for  correcting  thereof,  agreeably 
to  tbe  standards  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  surveyw 
shall,  in  all  cases,  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  collector.  And  at  ports  to  which  a  collecttit 
and  surveyor  only  are  assigned,  the  said  collectot 
shall  solely  execute  all  the  duties  in  which  the  en- 
operation  of  Uie  naval  t^eer  is  requisite,  at  Aa 

Eorts  where  a  naval  officer  is  appointed ;  whi^ 
e  shall  also  do  in  case  of  tbe  disability  or  dcadi 
of  the  naval  (^cer,  until  a  successor  is  arooiBted, 
unless  there  is  a  dqtuty  dnlv  authorized,  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  the  naval  officer,  wha  in  tint 
case,  shall  continue  to  act,  until  an  appointment 
shall  take  place.  And,  at  the  ports  to  which  a 
collector  only  is  assigned,  such  collector  shall 
solely  execute  all  the  dnties  in  which  the  conspe- 
ration  of  the  naval  officer  is  requisite,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  shall  also,  as  far  as  may  be,  perform  all  the 
duties  prescribed  to  the  sorvevors  at  the  ports 
where  such  officers  are  established.  And  at  tbe 
ports  to  which  surveyors  only  are  assigned,  every 
such  survejror  sball  perform  alt  tbe  duties  herein- 
before enjoined  upon  survejrors;  and  sball  also 
receive  and  record  the  ct^es  of  all  manifoaiB 
which  shall  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  eollecA- 
or  ;  shall  record  sU  permits  granted  by  sneh  col- 
1'  ctor,  distinguishing  tbe  gai^  weight,  measure, 
and  qaality,  of  the  goods  specified  therein,  wh 
shall  take  care  that  no  goods  be  unladen  or  ddiv- 
ered,  from  any  ship  or  vessel,  without  «  propv 
permit  for  that  purpose.  And  at  such  ports  of  de- 
livery only  to  which  no  surveyor  is  assigned,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  et^eetor  of  the  district,  oc- 
casionally, and  from  time  to  time,  to  emi^y  a 
proper  person  or  persons,  to  do  the  duties  oi  a  ssr- 
veyor,  who  shall  be  entiUed  to  die  like  compeasa- 
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tion  with  inspectors,  dnrinf  the  time  they  shall 
be  employed.  And  the  said  collectors,  aaval  offi- 
cers, and  surveyors,  ahall^  respectively,  attend,  in 
perpm,  at  the  ports  towhieh  toey  are  reBpeettrely 
ftssigned ;  and  shall  Iceep  fair  and  true  accounts 
snd  records  of  all  th«ir  cransaotions,  as  officers  of 
dw  customs,  ID  sueb  maoaer  and  form  as  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  directed  by  the  proper  departmeot, 
or  officer  baring  the  saperintendenee  of  the  c<d- 
IcetioD  of  tbe  reveoue  of  the  United  States }  aiul 
ebal),  at  all  times,  submit  their  books,  papers,  and 
■ceoaQts,  to  the  inspectiou  of  such  persons  as  may 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  said  col- 
lector shall,  at  aU  times,  pay  to  the  order  of  the 
officer,  who  shall  be  aeuorized  to  direct  the  pay- 
ment thereof^  the  whole  of  the  moneys  which  tkey 
wxj.  respectively,  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
(suco  moneys  as  they  are  otherwise,  Inr  this  act, 
aiiected  to  pay  only  excepted,)  and  shall,  onee  in 
ever^  three  moolhs.  or  oftener  if  they  riiaU  be 
inquired,  transmit  their  accotmis,  for  settlement, 
to  the  officer  or  offioers  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
make  such  setdement ;  aad  if  uiy  ec41eetor,  naval 
cfficer,  or  surveyor,  shall  omit  to  keep  fair  and 
true  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  refuse  to  snb^ 
nit,  forthwith,  their  boobs,  papers  and  aeoouots, 
to  inspection,  asaforeswd  ;  or  iiany  collector  shall 
onut  or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts  for  settle- 
ment, for  a  term  ezeeedio^  three  months  after  the 
same  shall  havebeen  required  by  the  proper  officer, 
in  each  and  every  such  case,  the  delinquent  officer 
sbal)  forfeit  and  par,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Suites,  one  tkousuM  di^ra,  to  be  recovered,  with 
eosts  <^  suit. 

Saa  23.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  every 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  in  cases  of 
occasional  and  necessary  absence  or  sickness,  and 
not  otherwise,  may,  respectively,  exercise  and  per- 
form their  several  functions,  powers,  and  duties, 
by  deputy,  duly  oonstirated  nnder  their  hands 
aad  soUs,  respectively,  for  whom,  in  the  execution 

their  true^  they  sb«U,  rcnteetively,  be  answer- 
able: that,  in  case  of  tiie  disabilit)^  or  death  of 
a  collector,  tbe  duties  and  authorities  vested  in 
him  shall  devolve  on  his  deputy,  if  any  there  be, 
•t  the  time  of  such  disability  or  death,  for  whose 
conduct  the  estate  of  snch  disabled  or  deceased 
collector  shall  be  liable ;  and  in  defect  of  a  depu- 
ty, the  said  aothcMities  and  duties  shall  devcuve 
upon  the  naval  offioo*  of  the  same  district,  if  any 
there  be;  and  if  there  be  no  naval  officer,  upoa 
tbesurveyorof  the  port,appoioted  for  the  residence 
of  such  disabled  or  deceased  colleetor,  if  any  there 
be,  aod,  if  none,  upon  the  surveyor  of  the  port 
nearest  thereto,  aod  within  the  said  districL  And 
in  every  case  of  the  disalolity  or  death  of  a  sur- 
veyor, It  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  eolleetor  of  the 
distriet  to  nominate  aome  fit  person  to  perfonn 
hie  duties,  ukl  exercise  his  authwides  j  and  tbe 
authorities  of  the  persons  who  may  be  empow- 
ered to  act  in  the  stead  of  those  who  may  be  dis- 
aUedordead,  shall  continue  until  succesaon  shall 
be  duly  appointed,  and  ready  to  enttr  upon  the 
execution  of  their  rcspeetive  offices. 

8bo.  33.  And  be  it  Jwrihtr  enacted,  That  no 
goods,  wareS}  or  iMrcbaadi«e,Bhall  be  brought  into 


the  United  Btates,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place^ 
in  any  ship  or  vessel,  belonging  in  the  whole  or  in 
part  to  a  citizen  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  inhaln- 
tants,  of  the  United  States,  antcss  the  master,  or 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  on  board  a  manifett  or 
manifests,  in  writtng,  signed  by  such  master  or 
other  peieon,  containing  the  name  or  names  of 
the  port  or  porta,  ^tane  or  places,  where  the  goods 
in  such  manifest  or  manifests  mentioned,  shall 
have  be«a  respectively  taken  on  board,  and  Um 
port  or  ports,  ^lace  or  places,  within  the  United 
States,  for  which  the  same  are  respectively  con- 
signed or  destined,  particularly  noting  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  destined  for  each  port  or 
place,  respectively,  and  the  name,  description  and 
build,  of  such  or  vessel  and  the  true  admeas- 
urement or  tonnage  thereoi,  the  port  or  place  to 
which  such  vessel  belongs,  with  the  name  or  names 
of  each  owner,  according  to  the  raster  of  die 
same,  togeth^  with  tbe  name  of  die  master, 
or  otner  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ship,  or  vessel,  and  a  just  and  particular 
account  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  aad  merchandise, 
so  laden  or  taken  on  board,  whether  in  packages 
or  stowed  loose,  of  any  kind  or  nature  whatso- 
ever, together  with  the  marks  and  numbera,  as 
marlted  on  each  package,  aod  the  number  or  quan- 
tity and  description  of  the  packages,  in  words  at 
length,  whether  leaguer,  pipe,  butt,  puncheon,ho^ 
head,  barrel,  k^,  case,  hale,  pack,  truss,  chest,  box, 
band-box,  bundle,  parcel,  cask,  or  package,  of  any 
kind  or  sort,  describing  the  same  by  its  usual 
name  or  deoomiaation ;  together  with  the  name 
or  names,  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 
same  are  respectively  consigned,  agreeably  to  the 
bills  of  lading  signed  few  the  same,  Doless  whw 
the  said  goods  are  consigned  to  order,  when  it 
shall  be  so  expressed  in  toe  said  manifest  or  manr 
ifests ;  together  with  the  name  or  names  of  the 
several  passengers  on  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel, 
distinguishing  whether  cabin  or  steerage  jAssen- 
gers,  or  both,  with  their  baggage,  spectfying  th« 
number  and  description  of  pacCages  belonging  to 
each  respMtively,  tcgethn  with  an  aceotut  of 
the  remaining  sea  stores  if  any.  And  tbe  form  of 
a  manifest  for  goods  and  merraiandise,  imported  in 
a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  as  foUowa. 
to  wit: 

Report  and  manifest  of  the  cargo  laden  on  board 
of  the  [here  insert  the  denomination  and  name  of 
the  vessel]  whereof,  [insert  the  master's  name]  is 
master,  which  cargo  was  taken  on  board  at  [here 
insert  tbe  port  or  porls,  place  or  places,  at  which 

tbe  cargo  was  laa«i]  burdm  toiu,  boilt  at 

 1  in  the  State  of  ^  and  owned  by  - —  mer- 

chanta  at  [inserting  the  tonnage,  vhoe  built^ 

by  whom  owned,  and  the  dace  or  places  of  resi- 
dence, as  particoJEarly  detailed  in  the  cNtificate  of 
registry)  as  per  register  granted  at  —  [here  in- 
sert the  port  or  place]  the  [here  insert  the  day  of 
the  month,  and  year  when  granted]  and  bound  for 
[here  insert  the  name  of  the  port  or  place  whew 
bound  to.] 
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Beturngd  Cargo. 

[If  any  articles  of  the  outward  cargo  are  brought 
back,  they  are  to  be  detailed,  specifying  by  whom 
shipped  outward,  and  to  whom  consigned  ioward.] 

Return  of  pastenferg  and  qf  packages  belonging 
to  them  respectively. 

JHere  insert  the  aamea  of  the  passengers,  aod 
woetber  cabin  or  steerage  passengers,  with  tbe 
description  and  Dumber  of  packages  containing 
their  bafi^age,  or  the  tools  or  implements  of  a  me- 
chanical trade.] 

Fenel  and  cabin  storee, 

[Here  detail  what  are  remaining.] 

Aod  if  merchandise  shall  be  imported,  destined 
to  be  delivered  in  different  districts  or  ports,  tbe 
quantities  and  packages  so  destined  to  be  deliver- 
ed shall  be  inserted  in  successive  order  io  the 
manifest  as  aforesaid  ;  and  all  spirits,  wines,  and 
teas,  constituting  tbe  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
cargo  of  any  vessel,  shall  also  be  inserted  in  suc- 
cessive order,  distinguishing  the  ports  to  which 
tbe  same  may  be  destined,  and  the  kinds,  quali- 
ties and  quantities  thereof;  and  if  merchandise 
shalt  be  imported  by  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  in  vessels  other  than  the  United 
Slates,  the  manifests  shnlt  be  of  the  form,  and 
shall  contain  the  particulars  aforesaid,  except  that 
said  vessels  shall  be  described  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz : 

Report  and  manifest  of  the  cargo  laden  on  board 
the  fhere  insert  the  denorainatiou  aod  name  of 
the  vessel  and  the  port  to  which  she  belongs] 
whereof  fhere  insert  the  master's  name,  aod  whe- 
ther or  not  master  during  the  voyage]  burden 
[here  insert  the  nation  where  built]  bound  lo  [here 
msert  the  port  or  ports  of  desunation]  which 
cargo  was  taken  on  board  at  [here  insert  the  port 
or  ports  where  ladeD.] 

Sbc.24.  Andheitjw^ur  eruust^  Thatifany 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be  imported 
or  brought  into  tbe  United  Stales  in  any  ship  or 
vessel  whatever,  belonging  in  the  whole  or  io 
part  to  a  citizen  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  Inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States,  from  any  foreigiiport 
or  place,  without  having  a  manifest  or  manifests 
on  Doard,  agreeably  to  tbe  directions  in  the  fore- 

Soing  section,  or  which  shall  not  be  included  or 
escribed  therein,  or  shall  not  agree  therewith, 
in  every  such  case  the  master,  or  other  person 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  of  money  equal 
to  the  value  of  such  goods,  not  incladed  in  sach 


manifest  or  manifests,  and  all  such  merchandise, 
not  included  in  the  manifest,  belonging  or  coin 
signed  to  the  master,  male,  cheers,  or  crew  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  forfeited:  Promded  al- 
ways, That,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  survey* 
or,  or  to  the  major  part  of  them,  where  those  offi- 
cers are  established  at  any  port,  or  to  the  satiafae- 
tioo  of  the  collector  alone,  where  either  of  the 
other  of  the  said  officers  are  not  established,  or  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court  in  which  a  tnal  shall 
be  had  concerning  such  forfeiture,  that  no  part  of 
the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel  had  been  unship- 
ped, after  it  was  taken  on  board,  except  sttcb  as 
shall  have  been  particularly  ^cified  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  report  of  the  master  or  athu 
person  having  the  coa^  or  command  of  saefc 
ship  or  vessel,  and  that  tte  manifests  bad  been  loK 
or  mislaid,  without  fraud  or  collusion,  or  that  Ike 
same  was  or  were  defaced  by  accident,  or  incor- 
rect by  mistake,  in  every  such  ease  the  fofeinife 
aforesaid  shall  not  be  incurred. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
master  or  other  person,  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  ship  or  vessel,  belonging' in  the 
whole  or  in  part  to  a  citizen  or  citizens,  iabaUl- 
ant  or  inhabitants,  of  the  United  States,  laden  with 
goods  as  aforesaid,  and  bound  to  any  port  or  place 
m  the  United  States,  shall,  on  bis  arrival  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast  tliereof,  or  within  any  of 
the  bays,  harbors,  ports,  rivers,  creeks,  or  inlets 
thereof,  upon  demand,  produce  the  manifest  « 
manifests,  in  writing,  which  such  master  or  other 
person  is  required  as  aforesaid  to  have  on  board 
bis  said  ship  or  vend,  to  snch  officer  or  officers  oS 
the  customs,  as  shall  first  come  on  board  his  said 
ship  or  vessel,  for  his  or  thar  inspectira,  and  shall 
deliver  to  such  officer  or  officers  a  true  copy  or 
copies  thereof,  (which  copv  or  copies  shall  be  pro- 
vided aod  subscribed  by  toe  said  master  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vesseO  Bid  the  officer  or  officers,  to  whom 
the  original  manifest  or  manifests  shall  have  been 
so  produced,  shall  respectively  certify  upon  the 
back  thereof,  that  the  same  was  or  were  produced, 
aod  the  day  and  year  on  which  the  same  was  or 
were  produced,  and  that  such  copy  or  coj^es  as 
aforesaid  was  or  were  to  bim  or  them  delivered, 
andbv  them  examined  with  the  original  manifest; 
and  shall  likewise  certify  upon  the  back  of  such 
copy  or  copies,  the  day  and  year  on  which  the 
same  was  or  were  delivered,  and  ahaU  forthwith 
transmit  such  eopy  or  copies  to  the  respective  col- 
lectors of  the  several  districts,  to  which  the  goods 
by  such  manifest  or  manifests  shall  appear  re- 
spectively to  be  consigned ;  and  that  the  said  mas- 
ter, or  otner  person,  so  having  tbe  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall,  in  like 
manner,  produce  to  tbe  officer  or  officers  of  the 
customs  who  shall  first  come  on  board  snch  ship 
or  vessel^  upon  her  arrival  within  the  limil5  m 
any  district  of  the  United  Buies,  in  which  the 
cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  intended  to  be  dis- 
charged or  landed,  for  his  or  their  inspection,  such 
manifest  or  manifests  as  aforesaid  ;  and  shall  also 
deliver  to  him  or  diera  a  titu  copy  or  eoptos 
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thereof,  (such  copy  or  copies  also  to  be  prorided 
ud  subscribed  hy  ihe  said  master  or  other  neraon 
baring  the  charge  or  comnuiDd  of  such  ship  or 
Tessep  the  produciioa  of  which  mid  manifest  or 
nunilests,  aad  the  delivery  of  which  said  copy  or 
e^es  thereof,  shall  also  be  certified  by  the  said 
officer  or  ofiScers  of  the  customs  who  shall  so  lirst 
come  on  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  on  her  arri- 
T&i  within  the  limits  of  any  such  district,  upon 
the  back  of  the  said  original  manifest  or  mani- 
fests^ with  the  particular  day  and  year  when  such 
manifest  or  maoifests  was  or  were  produced  to 
such  officer  or  officers,  and  when  he  or  they  so  re- 
ceived the  said  copy  or  copies  thereof ;  and  such 
officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  required  forth- 
with 10  transmit,  or  cause  to  be  transmitted,  the 
aid  copy  or  copies  of  the  said  manifest  or  mani- 
fests to  the  collector  of  that  district;  and  the  said 
master,  or  person,  havinfl  the  eh&rge  or  command 
of  the  said  ship  or  resseT,  shall  afterward  produce 
and  deliver  the  said  original  manifest  or  mani- 
fests so  certified  to  the  said  collector;  and  when 
any  manifest  shall  be  produced,  upon  which  there 
shall  be  no  certificate  from  anv  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms as  before  mentioned,  the  master  or  com- 
mander producing  the  same  shall  be  required  to 
make  oath,  or  amrmatioD,  that  no  officer  has  ap- 
l^ied  for,  and  that  no  endorsement  has  taken  place 
00  any  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  such  vessel :  Pro- 
ndedahpoys,  That  nothingherein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  require  such  master,  or  other  per- 
son, harins  the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship 
or  vessel,  toe  delivery  of  more  than  one  copy  of 
each  manifest  to  the  officer  or  officers  aforesaid, 
who  shall  first  come  on  brard  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, within  four  leagues  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stales  aforesaid,  ana  one  other  copy  to  such  offi- 
cer or  officers  as  shall  first  come  on  board  within 
the  limite  of  any  district,  for  which  the  caigo  of 
ssch  ship  or  vessel,  or  some  part  thereof,  shall  be 
consigned  or  destined,  or  shall  be  construed  to  re- 
quire the  delivery  of  any  such  copy  to  any  other 
o&etT ;  bot  it  shall  be  sufficient  in  respect  to  any 
such  other  officer,  to  produce  and  show  to  him  the 
said  original  manifest  or  manifests,  and  the  cer- 
tificate or  certificates  thereupon  ;  and  the  form  of 
the  certificate  aforesaid,  to  be  endorsed  on  an  ori- 
ginal manifest,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

I  (A.  B.)  certify  that  the  within  manifest  was 
this  day  produced  to  roe  as  the  original  manifest 
of  (he  cargo  on  board  the  [insert  the  denomina- 
tion and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert  the 
name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the  ptwt  last  from.] 
In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my 
name,  tfab  day  of  ■-. 

And  the  form  of  the  certificate  aforesaid,  to  be 
endorsed  on  the  copy  of  a  manifest,  shall  be  as  fol> 
lows,  to  wit : 

I  (A.  B.)  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  with* 
in  manifest,  produced  to  me  this  day  as  a  copy  of 
the  original  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  board  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  last  from]  with  the  original,  and  find  the 
same  to  agree.  In  witness  whereof.  I  hare  here- 
nato  signed  my  name,  this  day  of  . 


Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
master  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  ship  or  vessel,  laden  as  aforesaid,  and 
bound  to  any  port  or  place  in  the  United  Stales, 
shall  not  upon  his  arrival  within  four  leagues  of 
the  coast  tnereof.  or  within  the  limits  of  any  dis- 
trict thereof,  where  the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, or  any  part  thereof,  is  intended  to  be  dis- 
charged, produce  such  manifest  or  manifests  as 
are  heretofore  required,  in  writing,  to  the  proper 
f^cer  or  officers  upon  demand  thereof,  and  also 
deliver  such  copy  or  copies  thereof  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  airectioos  of  this  act,  in  each  case, 
or  shall  not  give  an  account  of  the  true  destina- 
tion of  such  ship  or  vessel,  which  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  do,  upon  request  of  such  officer  or  offi- 
cers, or  shall  give  a  false  account  of  such  destina- 
tion, in  order  to  evade  the  prodaetiim  of  the  said 
manifest  or  manifests,  the  said  master  or  other 
person  having  the  char^  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  neglect, 
refusal,  or  oflence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  ban- 
dred  dollars;  and  if  such  officer  or  cmcers  first 
coming  on  board,  in  each  case,  within  the  distance 
or  limits  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  certi- 
fy on  the  back  of  such  manifest  or  manifests,  the 
production  thereof,  and  the  delivery  of  such  copy 
or  copies  respectively,  as  are  hereinbefore  directed 
to  be  delivered  to  such  officer  or  officers;  every 
such  officer  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars.  And 
the  officer  or  officers  who  may  apply  to  the  mas- 
ter or  person  having  charge  or  command  of  any 
such  snip  or  vessel,  respecting  any  of  the  provi- 
sions in  Uiis  and  the  foregoiujg  sections,  and  who 
shall  not  receive  full  satisfaction  therein,are  here- 
by required  to  make  a  return  in  writing  of  the 
name  of  the  vessel  and  master  so  ofiendin^  in  any 
or  all  of  the  particulars  required,  immediately,  or 
as  soon  after  as  possible,  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  consid- 
ered to  be  bound. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  af- 
ter the  arrival  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  so  laden  with 
goods  as  aforesaid,  and  bound  to  the  United  States, 
within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  districts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  within  four  leagues  of  the  coast  there- 
of, any  part  of  the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  be  unladen  for  any  purpose  whatever,  from 
oDt  of  such  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  before  such 
'  ship  or  vessel  shall  come  to  the  proper  place  for 
the  discharge  of  her  cargo,  or  some  part  thereof, 
and  shall  be  there  duly  aolhorized  by  the  proper 
officer  or  officers  of  the  customs  to  uolade  the  same, 
the  master  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or 
command  of  such  ship  or  vessd,  and  the  mate,  or 
other  person  next  in  command,  shall  respectively 
forfeit  ai^d  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
for  each  such  offence,  and  the  goods,  wares,  ana 
merchandise,  so  unlaaen  and  unshipped,  shall  be 
forfeited  and  lost,  except  in  the  case  of  some  un- 
avoidable accident,  necessity,  or  distress  of  wea- 
ther; of  which  unavoidable  accident,  necessity,  n 
distress,  the  master  or  other  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  such  snip  or  vessel,  sball 
give  notice  to,  and  together  with  two  or  more  (rf 
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the  officers  or  marioers  (of  which  the  mate  or 
other  person  next  ia  command  shall  be  one)  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  make  proof  upon 
oath  before  the  collector,  or  other  chief  officer  of 
the  customs  of  the  district  witbio  the  limits  of 
which  such  accident,  necessity,  or  distress,  shall 
happen,  or  before  the  collector  or  other  chief  offi- 
cerof  the  first  district  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  limits  of  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  after- 
wards arrive,  if  the  said  accident^  necessity,  or 
distress,  shall  have  hapj^ned  not  witbui  the  hmits 
of  any  district,  but  within  fear  leagues  of  the  coast 
of  the  tlnited  States,  which  oath  the  uid  collec- 
tor, or  other  chi^  offioer^  is  hereby  authorized  and 
reqaired  to  administer. 

Sgo.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  so  unladen  from  on 
board  any  stwh  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  put  or  re- 
ceived into  any  other  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  except 
in  the  case  of  such  accident,  necessity'  or  distress 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  notified  and  proved  aa  aforesaid, 
the  said  master  or  other  person  having  the  charge 
or  command  of  any  such  ;hip,  vessel,  or  boat,  into 
which  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  so  put  and  received,  and  every  other  person 
aiding  and  assisting  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
ttebk  the  value  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, and  the  ship,  boat,  or  vessel,  m  which 
they  sbaU  be  so  put,  shall  be  forfeited  and  losL 

Ssa  29.  ^ntf  AeitTurtAer  enacted,  That  if  any 
sfaij)  or  vessel  which  uiaU  have  arrived  within  the 
limits  of  any  district  of  the  United  States,  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  de[Mirt.  or  attempt 
to  departTrom  the  same,  unless  to  proceed  on  her 
way  to  some  more  interior  district  to  which  she 
may  be  bound,  before  report  or  entry  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  master  or  other  person  having 
the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
with  the  collector  of  some  disteiet  of  the  United 
States,  the  said  master  or  other  person  having 
such  cnarge  or  command,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or 
commander  of  any  of  the  cutters  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, to  arrest  and  bring  back,  or  cause  to  be  ar- 
rested and  brought  bae^  such  snip  or  vessel,  to 
sveh  port  of  the  United  States  to  which  it  may 
be  most  conveniently  done.  Provided,  That  if  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear  by  the  oath  of  the  said 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  of  the  person  next 
in  command,  or  other  sufficient  proof  to  the  satis- 
fiuition  of  the  collector  of  the  district,  within  which 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  afterwards  come,  or  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  in  which  the  prosecution 
for  such  penalty  may  be  had,  that  the  said  depart- 
ure or  attempt  to  depart,  was  occasioned  by  dis- 
tress of  weather,  pursuit  or  duress  of  enemies,  or 
other  necessity,  the  said  penalty  shall  not  be  in- 
cnrred. 

Sec.  30.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  with 
in  twenty-four  hours  afWr  the  arrival  of  any  ship 
•r  vessel,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  at  any 
pert  of  the  United  States  established  by  law,  at 
which  an  officer  of  the  customs  resides,  or  within 
any  harbor,  inlet,  m  creek  thereof,  if  the  hours  of 


business  at  the  (^ce  oi  the  chief  officer  of  the 
customs  at  such  port  will  oermit,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  the  said  hours  will  p«'mit,  the  master,  or 
other  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  repair  to  the  said  office, 
and  shall  make  report  to  the  said  chief  affi.cet.  or 
the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel ;  and  witkia 
forty-«i^ht  hours  after  such  arrival,  shall  make  a 
further  report  in  writtncr,  to  &e  c<^eGtor  of  the 
district,  which  report  shall  be  in  the  form,  aad  shall 
contain  all  the  particulars  required  to  be  iosericd 
in  a  manifest,  as  the  case  may  be;  and  the  laii 
master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  comowad 
of  any  such  ship  or  ressel,  shall  declare  to  tht 
truth  of  such  rqKHTt  or  maniiSestf  as  the  same  oo^ 
to  be  in  conformity  to  this  acti  iriiieh  declaraooe 
shall  be  on  oath  or  solemn  affinnation,  before  the 
collector  of  the  district,  in  the  manner  and  fonn 
following,  to  wit: 

I  (A.  B.)  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  trulv,  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  report  and  manifest  subscribed 
with  my  name,  and  now  delivered  by  me  lo  the 
collector,  of  the  district  of  [insert  the  name  of  the 
district]  contains,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief,  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  good& 
wares,  and  merchandise,  including  packages  of 
every  kind  and  nature  whatsoeverj  which  were 
on  board  the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name 
of  the  vea9el][at  the  time  of  her  sailing  from  the 
port  of  [here  insert  the  ume  of  the  port  or  piaee 
the  vessel  last  sailed  from]  or  which  have  faeea 
laden  or  taken  on  board  at  any  lime  since.  »d 
that  the  packages  of  the  said  goods  are  as  partic* 
ularly  describS  as  in  the  bills  of  lading,  signed 
for  the  same  by  me,  or  with  my  knowle^^ ;  that 
I  am  at  preseot,and  have  been  during  the  voyajg^ 
master  of  the  said  vessel,  [or  insert,  if  otherwise, 
specifying  how  long  he  has  been  master]  that  bo 
package  whatsoever,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, have  been  unladen,  landed,  taken  out,  or 
in  any  manner  whatever  removed  from  on  hcmxA 
the  sard  [insert  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves- 
sel] since  her  departure  from  the  said  port  of  [in- 
sert the  name  of  the  last  port  she  sailed  fromj  ex- 
cept such  as  are  now  particularly  specified  and 
declared  in  the  abstract  or  account  herewith,  and 
that  the  clearance  and  other  papers,  now  deliver- 
ed by  me  to  the  collector,  are  a  U that  I  now  have, 
or  have  had,  that  any  way  relate  to  the  cai^o  of 
the  said  vessel.  And  I  do  further  swear  (or  af- 
firm) that  the  several  articles  specified  in  the  said 
manifest,  as  the  sea  »ores  for  the  cabin  and  vesaeL 
are  truly  such,  and  were  bona  fide  pot  on  board  the 
said  [insert  tne  denominatioa  and  name  of  the 
vessel]  for  the  use  of  the  officers,  crew,  and  pac- 
sengers  thereof,  and  have  none  of  them  been 
brought,  and  are  not  intended,  by  way  of  mer- 
chandise, or  for  sale,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  than 
above  mentioned,  and  are  intended  to  remain  on 
board  for  the  consumption  of  the  said  officers  aad 
crew.  I  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  if  I  shafi 
hereafter  discover,  or  know  of  any  other  or  greater 
quantity  of  ^oods.  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  any 
nature  or  kind  whatsoever,  than  are  eoniatned  ii 
the  report  and  manifest,  subscribed  and  now  de- 
U«ana  by  me,  1  will,  immediately  and  without  de- 
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lay,  make  dde  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of 
the  port  or  district  of  [here  iasert  the  port  or  dis- 
trict enteriotf  at]  aod  I  do  likewise  swear  (or  af- 
firm) that  all  matters  whatsoever  in  the  said  report 
and  manifest  expressed,  are  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief  just  and  trae.  (The  following 
admtioD  to  the  oath  or  effirmatioo  is  to  be  inserted 
in  cases  where  the  manifests  shall  not  have  been 
certified  by  some  officer  of  the  customs  in  manner 
I»ovided.)  1  farther  swear  (or  affirm)  that  no 
officer  of  the  customs  has  applied  for  an  inspection 
of  the  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  said  ves- 
sel aod  that  no  certificate  or  end<»«emeat  has  been 
delivered  to  me  on  any  maaifest  of  such  cargo. 
So  fadp  me  Qod.  Signed        A.  B. 

Sworn  (or  afllrmed)  before  me,  this  day 

of  .  C.  D.,  Collector. 

And  the  master,  or  other  penoa  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  having 
on  beard  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  shall  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  his  arrival  as  aforesaid, 
whether  the  same  be  at  the  first  port  of  arrival  of 
sack  ship  or  vessel,  or  not,  shall,  lu  addition  to  the 
requirements  before  mentioned,  report  in  writing 
10  the  surveyor  or  officer  acting  as  inspector  of  the 
revenue  of  the  port  at  which  he  shall  so  arrive, 
the  foreign  port  or  place  from  which  he  last  sailed, 
the  name  of  his  vessel,  his  own  name,  the  burden 
and  denomination  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and 
whether  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  what  other  nation  belonging,  tt^ther  with  the 
quantity  and  kinds  of  spirits,  wines,  aod  teas,  on 
board  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  particularizing  the 
number  of  casks,  vessels,  cases,  or  other  packages, 
containing  the  same,  with  iheir  marks  and  num- 
bers, as  also  the  quaQtity  and  kind  of  spirits,  wines, 
and  teas,  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  sea-stores, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  and  paying  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  of  the  loss  of  the  spirits  so 
omitted ;  and  the  form  of  said  report  shall  be  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

Report  of  distilled  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  im- 
{forted  in  the  [here  insert  the  name  and  denomina- 
tioo.of  the  vessel}  built  in  [here  insert  where  built 
in  the  United  States,  or  to  what  foreign  nation 
bdongingj  burden  [here  insert  the  tonnage  of  the 
resselj  whereof  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  mas- 
ter] from  [here  insert  the  foreign  port  from  which- 
the  vessel  last  sailed]  bound  to  [here  insert  the  port 
or  ports  to  which  destined  in  the  United  States.] 
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Sea-^rea,  constating  of  8pirit»,  winea,  and  teaa- 
[Here  insert  the  quantities  particularly.] 
Signed  A.  B.,  MaMer  of  — . 

To  , 

Inspector  of  Revenue  for  port  of  . 

And  if  the  said  master,  or  other  person  having 
the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall 
neglect  or  omit  to  make  the  said  reports,  or  either 
of  them,  (other  than  that  required  to  be  made  to 
the  surveyor  or  inspector  of  revenue  as  aforesaid,) 
and  the  declaration  or  declaratioos,  or  to  take  the 
said  oath  as  required,  or  shall  not  fully  comply 
with  the  true  inteot  and  meaning  of  this  section, 
as  the  ease  may  be,  he  shall,  for  each  and  every 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
not  be  necessary  for  the  master,  or  person  having 
the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war, 
or  of  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  by  any  prince, 
or  state,  as  a  public  packet  for  the  conveyance  of 
letters  and  despatches,  aod  not  permitted  by  the 
laws  of  such  prince  or  state  to  be  employed  in  the 
transportation  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in 
the  way  of  trade,  to  make  such  report  and  entry 
as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  ship  or  vessel  to  proceed  with 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  her,  and 
which  shall,  io  the  manifest  fi^^t  delivered  to  any 
officer  receiving  the  same,  be  reported  as  destined 
or  intended  for  any  foreign  port  or  place,  from  the 
district  within  wbieh  suca  snip  or  vessel  shall  first 
arrive,  to  such  foreign  port  or  place,  without  pay- 
ing or  securiikg  the  payment  of  any  duties  upon 
such  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as 
shall  be  actually  re-exported  in  the  said  ship  or 
vessel,  accordingly,  anything  herein  conuined  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  alwayt, 
That  the  satd  master,  or  person,  having  the  charge 
or  command  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  shall  first 
give  bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  a  sum 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  upon  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  the  same  shall  be 
estimated  by  the  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the 
port  where  the  said  report  shall  be  made,  to  the 
sati^action  of  the  said  collector,  with  condition 
that  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merehandne,  or  any 
part  thereof,  shall  not  be  landed  within  the  United 
States,  unless  due  entry  thereof  shall  have  been 
first  made,  and  the  duties  thereupon  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  paid,  according  to  law ;  which  bonds  shall  be 
taken  for  th^same  periods,  and  cancelled  in  like 
manner,  as  bonds  hereinafter  directed  to  be  given 
for  obtaining  drawbacks  of  duties;  and  the  form 
of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  That  we  [here 
insert  the  name  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  sureties]  are  held  and  firm- 
ly bound  unto  the  United  Statesof  America,  in  the 

sum  of  to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  States : 

for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  ourselves,  oar  heirs,  execators,  and  adminis- 
trators, jointly  and  sevefBliy,  firmly  by  these  |ira- 
tnt>. 
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Sealed  with  our  seals,  dated  this           day  of 

 ,  in  the  year  of  the  independeDce  of  the 

Uaited  States,  and  id  iKe  year  oi  our  Lord  one 

thousaod  . 

Whereas  the  following  described  packages  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaadise,  [here  insert  the 
marks,  numbers,  denomination,  and  number  of 
packages  and  contents,  as  far  as  may  be,  and,  il 
articles  in  bulk,  the  quantity  and  quality]  imported 
into  the  district  of  —  in  the  f insert  the  deoomi- 
nation  and  name  of  vesselj  whereof  [insert  name  J 
is  master,  from  [insert  port  or  place  where  from] 
on  the  [insert  date  of  vessel's  entry]  as  per  report 
and  manifest  then  delivered  by  the  said  master, 
are  now  about  to  be  exported  and  conveyed  in 
the  said  [insert  denomination  and  name  of  vessel] 
to  the  port  of  [insert  name  of  the  port  intended 
for]  and  whereas  the  duties  that  would  have  be- 
come  due  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, had  the  same  been  unladen  here,  and  not  so 
exported,  would  have  amoanted  to  the  aforesaid 

sum  of  . 

Now.  therefore,  the  coodition  of  this  obliffation 

is  such.  That  if  the  above  bounden  shall  and 

do,  witnin  months  from  the  date  hereof,  pro- 
duce to  the  collector  of  this  district  the  certificates 
required  by  law,  that  the  said  enumerated  [pack- 
ages of  merchandise,  or  articles  in  bulk  as  the  case 
may  be,]  have  been  exported  to  and  landed  at  the 

aforesaid  port  of  or  at  any  other  port  or  place 

without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  if  neither 
the  whole,  nor  aoy  part  of  the  said  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  shall  be  landed  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  United  States,  until  due  entry  thereof 
shall  have  been  first  made,  and  the  duties  thereon 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  according  to  law,  then 
the  above  obli^tion  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be 
and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  . 

Provided,  neeertheleM,  That  such  bond  shall  not 
be  required  in  respecc  to  the  goods  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  which  shall  hare  put  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  necessity,  to  be  made  to  appear  in 
manner  herein  after  prescribed.  And  the  collector 
receiving  such  bonds,  or  any  other  bonds  taken 
opon  the  exportation  of  merchandise  entitled  to 
drawback,  is  hereby  required  and  enjoined,  imme- 
diately after  the  time  when,  by  the  conditions  of 
the  same,  they  ought  to  be  caDcelied,  to  put  the 
same  in  suit;  provided  the  necessary  proof  shall 
not  have  been  produced,  or  further  time  granted 
therefor  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

See.  33.  Andbeitjurtheraiacied^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  ship  or  vessel  in  which  anygoodi, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  brought  into  the 
United  States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
which  shall  be  specified  in  the  manifest,  verified 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  collector  of  the 
port  in  which  »uch  ship  or  vessel  shall  first  arrive, 
to  be  destined  for  other  districts,  to  proceed  with 
the  same  from  district  to  district  withiQ  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  order  to  the  landing  or  delivery 
thereof,  and  the  duties  on  Kuch  of  the  said  goods 
only  as  shall  be  landed  in  any  district  shall  be  paid 
or  secured  to  be  pud  within  such  district. 
Ssc.  34.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  before 


any  ship  or  vessel  shall  depart  from  the  district  in 
which  she  shall  first  arrive  for  another  district 
I  provided  such  departtue  be  not  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  her  arrival  within  such  district)  with 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brooght  in  soch  ship 
or  vessel  from  a  foreign  port  or  plaee,  the  duties 
whereof  shall  not  have  been  paid  ot  secured,  the 
master,  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  obtain  from  the  coi- 
lector  of  the  district  from  which  he  shall  be  aboat 
to  depart  (who  is  hereby  required  to  grant  tke 
same)  a  copy  of  die  report  and  manifest  made  bf 
such  master,  or  other  person  hariag  the  etnow 
or  command  of  such  ship  ox  veaseLcertified  hf  uc 
said  collector,  to  ^ich  copy  sbul  be  annexed  « 
certificate  of  the  quantity  and  partieolan  of  the 
;oods  which  shall  appear  to  bim  to  have  been 
anded  within  bis  district,  or  of  the  quantity  and 
particulars  of  the  goods  which  remain  on  board, 
and  upon  which  the  duties  are  to  be  paid,  or  se- 
cured to  be  paid,  in  some  other  disttict. 
The  form  of  which  certificate  dwll  be  as  follows: 

District  of  ,  port  of  . 

These  are  to  certify,  that  the  within  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  repwt  and  nunifest  of  the  cargo  of  tke 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  ibe  vesad] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  where  from]  entered  at  this  port  ckefiB- 
sert  the  day  and  month  of  entry]  as  exhibited*  oa 
[oath  or  amrmation]  by  the  said  master:  that  no 
part  of  the  said  cargo,  as  expressed  in  such  maaifcat, 
hath  been  unladen  or  landed  at  this  port ;  [or  as  the 
case  mav  require ;]  that  there  hath  been  unladen 
and  landed  at  this  port,  and  the  dutiei;  paid  or  se- 
cured to  be  paid  on  the  following  articles,  [or]  that 
all  the  said  cargo  as  expressed  in  the  said  manife^ 
hath  been  duly  entered  and  landed  in  this  district 
according  to  law,  except  the  following  articles 
[here enumerate  the  marks,  numbers.  pacKages,and 
contents,  or  if  articles  in  bulk,  the  quantities,  whe- 
ther landed  or  remaining  on  board,  as  the  case  may 
require]  and  that  bond  hath  here  been  entered  as 
the  law  directs  for  the  delivery  of  the  [insert  the 
whole  or  remaining  part,  as  the  ease  may  require] 
of  the  said  earsok  at  toe  [insert  the  port  and  distri^ 
of  destination  J 
Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  this  day 

gf.  .  A.  B.,  CoQetiiar. 

C.  M  Officer. 
Aud  within  twenty-four  hours  ofter  the  arrival 
of  such  ship  or  vessel  vri  '.bin  any  other  distriet,  the 
said  master,  or  person  having  tne  charge  or  com- 
mand of  such  snip  or  vessel,  shall  make  report  or 
entry,  to  or  with  the  collector  of  such  other  district 
producing  and  showing  the  said  certified  copy  (tf 
bis  said  first  report,  together  with  a  certificate  from 
each  collector  of  any  other  district,  within  whicb 
any  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  broti^hi 
in  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  been  buore  land- 
ed;  of  the  quantity  and  particulars  of  such  goods 
wares,  or  merchandise,  as  shall  have  been  so  landed 
in  each  district,  respectively ;  except  in  the  Stau 
of  Georgia,  where  such  report  shall  be  made 
within  forty-eight  hours:  PnmdMl,  olwd^n.  That 
the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
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maod  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  first  gire  bond, 
with  oae  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  collector  of  tbe  district  within  which  the  said 
ship  or  vessel  shall  first  arrive,  in  a  sum  equal  to 
the  amount  of  the  duties  on  the  residae  of  the  said 
4;ood3,  according  to  such  eatimate  as  the  said  col- 
lector shall  form  lhere<rf',  with  condition  that  the 
said  residae  of  such  goods  shall  be  duly  entered 
and  delivered  in  such  other  district  or  dtstricu  of 
the  United  States  for  which  the  same  shall  have 
betn  reported  to  be  destined. 
•  And  tbe  foroi  of  the  said  bond  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

Know  all  meu  by  these  presents,  that  we  [here 
insert  the  name  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  sureties]  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the 

sum  of  to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  States ; 

for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made^  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis> 
trators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  pre- 
sents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals ;  dated  this  — —  day  of 

—  in  the  year  of  the  Independence  of  the 

United  States,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  . 

Whereas  the  following  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise [here  insert  the  marks,  number,  denom- 
ination and  number  of  packages  and  contents,  as 
&r  as  may  be,  or  if  articles  in  bulk,  the  quantity 

and  quality]  imported  into  the  district  of  in 

the  [tasert  the  denomination  and  name  of  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  name 
of  port,  <&«.]  on  the  [insert  date  of  vessel's  entry] 
as  |>er  report  and  manifest  then  delirered  by  the 
said  master ;  are  now  intended  to  be  exported  and 
conveyed  in  the  said  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  vessel]  to  the  district  [insert  the  district 
or  districts  where  intended  to  be  sent]  and  whereas 
the  duties  that  would  have  become  due  on  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  had  the  same  been 
unladen,  would  have  amounted  to  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  . 

Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  this  obligation 

is  such,  that  if  the  above  bounden   shall 

and  do,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof, 
produce  to  tbe  collector  of  this  district  the  certifi- 
cates required  by  law,  that  the  said  enumerated 
(packages  of  merchandise,  or  other  articles  in  bulk 
as  the  case  may  be.)  have  been  duly  entered  and 

delivered  at  tbe  aforesaid  district  of  or  any 

other  port  or  district  of  the  United  States,  then 
the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be 
and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  . 

And  the  said  bond  shall  be  cancelled  or  dis- 
charged, within  six  calendar  months  from  the  date 
t^reof,  by  the  jwoduction  of  a  certificate  or  certi- 
ficates from  the  collector  or  collectors  of  the  dis- 
trict or  dbtricts  for  which  the  said  goods  shall 
hare  been  reported,  testifying  the  due  entry  and 
delivery  of  the  said  goods  in  such  district  or  dis- 
tricts, or  upon  due  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector  by  whom  the  said  bond  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  to  the  naval  officer  of  such  port  (if  any) 
that  such  entry  and  delivery  were  prevented  by 


some  unavoidable  accident  or  casualty,  and  that 
if  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  said  goods,  shall 
not  have  been  lost,  that  the  same  have  been  duly 
entered  and  delivered  within  the  United  States. 

And  the  form  of  tbe  certificate  aforesaid  shall 
be  as  follows : 

District  of  ,  port  of  . 

These  are  to  certify,  that  there  have  been  un- 
laden and  landed  at  this  port,  from  on  board  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  finsert  the  naraej  is  master,  from  [insert 
district  and  port  where  fromj  the  following  pack- 
ages of  merchandise  [here  detail  the  several  pack- 
ages with  their  respective  denominations,  their 
marks  and  numbers,  and  if  any  articles  in  bulk, 
tbe  quantities  delivei«d]for  which  the  duties  hare 
been  [paid  or  secured]  at  the  aforesaid  port  of  [in- 
sert the  port.] 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  —  day  uf 
A.  B.,  Collector. 
C.  D.,  N.  Officer. 

And  if  the  master,  or  other  person  having  the 
charge  or  commanti  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  fail  by  bis  neglect  or  fault  to  obtain  the  said 
copy  of  his  said  report,  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  from  which  he  shall  be  so  about  to  depart, 
or  of  any  certificate  which  he  oueht  to  obtain  as 
aforesaid,  or  shall  neglect  to  produce  and  show 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  any  other  district,  to 
which  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  afterwards  pro- 
ceed, within  the  time  for  that  purpose  herein  be- 
fore specified,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
such  neglect  or  omission,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  provisions  and  requirements  afore- 
said, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  master, 
or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  arriving  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  having  on  board  distilled  ^Irits,  wines, 
or  teas,  other  than  sea  stores,  intendea  to  be  trans- 
ported from  one  port  in  the  United  States  to 
another  port  in  the  said  United  States,  whether  in 
the  same  or  ia  different  districts,  previous  to  the 
de}»rture  of  such  ship  or  vessel  from  the  port  at 
which  she  shall  first  arrive,  to  apply  to  the  aur- 
veyor  or  officer  acting  as  inspector  of  the  revenue 
for  the  port  for  a  certificate  of  the  quantity  and 
particulars  of  such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  as  shall 
have  been  certified,  or  reported  to  him  to  have 
been  imported  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  of  the 
quantity  and  particulars  of  such  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  ds  shall  appear  to  have  been  landed  out  of 
such  ship  at  such  port ;  which  certificate  the  sur- 
veyor or  inspector  of  the  revenues  shall  forthwith 
grant,  and  the  master,  or  person  bavins  the  charge 
or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival  at  the  port  to 
which  she  shall  be  bound,  d^ver  the  said  certifi.- 
cate  to  the  surveyor,  or  person  acting  as  inspector 
of  tbe  revenue  of  snch  last  mentioned  p(Hl;  and 
if  snch  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed  from  one  port 
to  another  within  the  Umted  States,  with  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
brought  in  her  as  aforesaid,  without  having  first 
obtained  such  certificate,  or  if  within  twenty-fovs 
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hours  after  her  arrival  at  such  other  port,  the  said 
certificate  shall  not  be  delirered  to  the  surveyor 
or  iDspector  as  aforesaid,  the  master,  or  person  hav- 
iDff  the  charfce  or  command  of  the  said  ship  or  res- 
sel  shall,  vsx  either  case,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  huo'^ 
dred  dollars, and  the  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  od  board 
her  shall  be  forfeited  and  may  be  seized. 

And  the  form  of  the  said  certificate  shall  be  as 
follows : 

District  of  ,  O^ce  of  Impection 

for  the  port  of  — . 

i  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
report  made  to  me  of  distilled  spirits,  wraes.  and 
teas,  imported  in  the  [insert  the  name  and  denom- 
ioatioD  of  the  vesselj  built  in  fhere  insert  where 
built  in  the  United  States,  or  to  what  foreign  na- 
tion beloogio^J  burden  [here  insert  the  tonnage 
of  the  vessel]  whereof  fhere  insert  the  name  of  tne 
master]  from  [here  insert  the  foreign  port  from 
which  tlie  vessel  last  sailed]  bound  to  [here  insert 
the  port  or  ports  to  which  destined  in  the  United 
States ;]  that  no  part  of  the  said  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  hath  been  imladen  or  landed  at  this  port  [or 
as  the  case  may  require;]  that  there  hare  been 
landed  at  this  port,  in  pursuance  of  permits  for  that 
purpose,  the  foUowing  quantities,  to  wit:  fhere 
insert  the  marks,  number,  description  of  packages, 
casks,  chests,  kinds  and  quantities  of  all  spirits, 
wines,  and  teas,  landed  at  the  port  of  inspection, 
agreeably  to  the  form  prescribed  for  the  report] 
and  no  other  or  greater  quantities  than  are  above 
expressed,  [or]  that  all  the  said  spirits,  wines,  and 
teas,  have  been  duly  landed  in  this  district,  except 
the  following,  the  duties  whereof  are  to  be  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  in  the  district  of  [insert  ttie  dis- 
trict of  destination,  and  enumerate  the  marks,  num- 
bers, description  ofcasks,  chests  or  other  packages, 
kinds  and  quantities  of  all  spirits,  wines,  and  teas, 
which  remain  on  board.] 

Witness  my  hand  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 
A.  B.,  Inspector  of  the  Revenue 
for  the  port  of  . 

And  each  and  every  surveyor,  or  officer  acting 
as  inspector  of  the  revenue,  for  any  port  at  which 
a  ship  or  vessel  may  arrive  with  a  certificate  as 
aforesaid,  shall  certify  in  manner  aforesaid  all  de- 
liveries of  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  made  at  their  re»- 
peetire  ports,  which  certificate  shall  be  annexed 
to  the  certificate  granted  at  the  port  of  original 
imnc»rtation. 

Seo.  36.  And  be  it  further  enai^ed,  That  the 
owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  consignees,  of  any 
nods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  on  board  of  any  such 
ahip  or  vessel,  or  in  case  of  his,  her,  or  their  ab- 
sence or  ticknesft,  hits  her.  or  their  known  agent  or 
factor,  in  his.  her,  or  their  names,  within  fifteen 
days  after  the  report  of  the  master,  or  person  hav- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  f>uch  ship  or  vessel, 
to  the  collector  of  the  district  for  which  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  deRtined,  shall 
make  entry  thereof  in'writing  with  the  said  col- 
lector, and  shall  in  such  entry  specify  the  vessel 
and  master's  names  in  which,  and  the  port  or  place 
from  whence,  inch  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
ware  intponed,  the  partieul»r  marks,  nvmben^  de- 


nomination and  prime  cost,  including  charges  of 
each  particular  {Mckage  or  parcel  whereof  the  ea- 
try  shall  consist  or  ifin  bulk,  the  quantity,  qoal- 
ity,  and  prime  cost,  including  charges  thereof,  jnr- 
ticiilarly  specifying  the  species  of  money  in  which 
the  invoices  thereof  are  made  out ;  and  shall  iko 
produce  to  the  said  collector  and  naval  officer  (if 
any)  the  origioal  invoice  or  invoices  of  the  ttid 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  documenti 
received  in  liea  thereof,  or  concerning  the  nme, 
in  the  same  state  in  which  they  were  reeeivid, 
with  the  bill  or  IhUs  of  lading  for  the  samej  wUeb 
invoices  shall  be  signed  by  the  persons  in  thei^ 
fices  of  the  collector  and  naval  irfEcer  who  itaH 
have  compared  and  examined  the  same ;  and  tkc 
said  eqtry  or  entries  shall,  as  the  nature  of  the  cast 
will  admit  or  require,  he  agreeably  to  the  form  M- 
lowing,  to  wit : 

Entry  of  Merchandise  imported  by  pnsert  the 
nsme  of  the  importer  or  consigiiee]  m  the  [in- 
sert the  name  and  denomination  of  the  vessel, 
and  master's  namej  from  [insert  the  place  from 
which  arrived  insert  dale  of  entry.] 


Provided^  That  the  form  before  maiti(»ed  sbill 
and  may  be  varied  and  adapted  to  any  alteniioii 
which  may  be  made  in  the  rates  of  duties  apon 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  hereafter  to  be  im- 
ported into  the  United  Slates.'  And  the  entry  or 
entries  to  be  made  by  any  importer,  consigner,  ot 
agent,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  person  making  the  same,  the 
form  of  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall,  as  thecsK 
may  require,  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Digtrict  of  — ,  port  of  —— . 

I  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  person  makinj 
the  entry]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  trulyj  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  entry  now  subscribed  with  my 
name,  and  delivered  by  me  to  the  collector  offinsert 
the  name  of  the  district]  contains  a  just  and  inK 
account  of  alt  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchaadise, 
imported  for  sale,  or  intended  to  be  landed  in  lu* 
district,  for  me  or  on  my  account,  or  on  acciNUi 
of  any  house  of  trade  or  partnership  in  whiek J 
am  eoneemed,  in  this  distiiet,  or  whioh  aetwiv 
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came  consigoed  to  me,  or  to  any  house  of  trade  or 
partoenhip  in  which  I  am  concra-ned,  or  [if  the 
entry  be  made  by  an  agent]  imported  by,  or  con- 
signed to  [insert  the  name  of  the  peraon  or  firm 
tar  whom  entry  is  made]  and  intended  for  sale  or 
to  be  landed  in  this  district,  in  the  finsert  the  oame 
and  denomiDation  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert 
the  name  of  the  master]  is  master  from  [insert  the 
name  of  the  port  from  which  the  vcsmI  arrived] 
that  the  said  entry  contains  a  jnst  and  trae  account 
in  [insert  the  denomination  of  money  in  which 
the  invoices  and  entry  are  made]  of  the  cost  there- 
of, including  all  charges;  that  the  invoice  or  in- 
voices and  Dill  or  bills  of  loading  now  produced 
by  me  are  the  true,  geQuine,  and  only  invoices  and 
hills  of  loading  by  me  received,  of  the  said  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  or  consigned  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  only  invoices  by  which  I  have 
been  charged,  or  for  which  I  am  to  account,  and 
that  the  said  inroices  and  bills  of  loading  are  in 
the  actual  state  in  which  thejr  were  received  by 
and  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  invoicei 
or  account  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, different  from  what  is  or  are  here  produced : 
I  do  further  swear  [or  affirm]  that  if  I  hereafter 
diseorer  any  othet  or  greater  quantity  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  than  is  contamed  in  the 
entry  aforesaid,  or  shall  receive  any  invoice  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  thereof,  other,  in  quantity,  qual- 
ity, and  price,  than  has  been  now  exhibited,  I  will 
immediately  and  without  delay  report  the  same 
to  the  collector  of  this  district:  I  also  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  nothiog  has  been  concealed  or  sup- 
pressed in  the  entry  aforesaid,  whereby  to  aroid  the 
just  nayment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  all  matters  are  justly 
and  truly  expressed  therein,  according  to  my  best 
knowledge  and  belief.   So  help  me  Ood. 

Sworn  [or  affirmed]  this  day  of  —  before 

A.  B.,  Collector. 

Provided,  That,  whenever  any  entry  shall  be 
made  with  the  collector  of  any  district,  of  mer- 
chandise imported  into  the  United  States  subject 
to  duty,  by  any  agent,  factor,  or  person,  other  than 
the  person  to  whom  they  belong,  or  to  whom  they 
are  ultimately  consigned,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector  to  take  a  bond  with  surety  from  such 
agent,  factor,  or  person,  (other  than  the  bond  or 
for  securinR  the  duties,  m  tbe  penal  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,)  with  condition  that  tbe  bona  fide 
owner  or  consignee  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall,  on  or  before  tbe  first  day  of  payment 
stipulated  in  the  bond  or  bonds  for  securiog  the 
duties,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  tbe  said 
collector,  a  full  and  correct  account  of  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  by  him, 
or  for  him,  on  his  own  account,  or  eonsigned  to  his 
care,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  required  by 
this  section  in  respect  to  an  entry  previous  to  the 
landing  of  any  merchandise}  whien  account  shall 
be  verified  as  in  the  case  of  an  entry,  by  a  like 
oath  or  affirmatioQ,  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  be- 
fore any  judge  of  the  United  States,  or  tbe  judge 
of  any  court  of  record  of  a  State,  or  before  a  col- 
lector of  the  customs  of  the  same  or  8<»ne  other 
district ;  and  in  case  of  the  paymoit  of  the  duties, 


at  tbe  time  of  entry,  by  any  factor  or  agent,  on  the 
goods,  wares,  or  maeoanclise^  entered  by  him,  the 
condition  of  tbe  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  to  produce 
the  accoimt  of  the  pr^ier  owner  or  consi^uee, 
verified  in  manner  as  before  directed,  within  ninety 
days  from  the  date  of  such  bond. 

And  the  form  of  the  said  bond  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  [here 
insert  the  names  of  principal  surety  or  sureties] 
are  bdd  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  tbe  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  payment  of  which,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  we  bind  ourselves  our  heirs,  executors  and 
administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  by  these  pre* 
sents. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  day  of 

 one  thousaod  seven  hundred  and  ninety——. 

Whereas  the  above  bouoden  has  this  day 

duly  entered  at  the  custom-house  of  —  and  [paid 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  as  the  case  may  be]  tibe  du- 
ties  on  sundry  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported in  the  [insert  tbe  denomination  and  name 
of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert  name]  is  master, 
from  [insert  port  or  place  where  from]  as  partic- 
ularly enumerated  in  the  entry  thereof,  made  and 

subscribed  by  the  said  in  behalf  of  [insert  the 

name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons,  actual 
owners  or  consignees]  bearing  equal  date  here- 
with. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  therefore  is 

such,  that  if  the  said  bounden           shall,  on  or 

before  the  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered 

to  the  collector  of  tbe  customs  fur  the  district  of 
[insert  name  of  the  district  where  the  bond  is 
taken]  a  full  and  correct  account  from  tbe  said 
[insert  name  of  the  actual  owner  or  consignee]  of 
the  aforesaid  merchandise  imported  by  him  on  his 
own  account,  or  consigned  to  his  care,  verified  by 

the  oath  of  tbe  said  beiiM:  the  proper  owner 

or  consignee,  in  manner  and  rarm  as  would  be  re- 
quired ifhe  were  personally  present,  taken  before 
any  judge  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  court  of 
record  of  a  State,  or  before  the  collector  of  any 
other  district,  then  this  obligation  shall  be  nnU 
and  void,  otherwise  it  shall  be  and  remain  in  fhU 
force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  . 

Provide,  alaays^  That  where  the  particulars 
of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  un- 
knowD,  in  lieu  of  the  entry  herein  before  directed  to 
be  nude,  an  entry  thereof  shall  be  made  and  re- 
ceived according  to  the  circumstances  of  the^case, 
the  party  making  the  same  declaring  upon  oath 
all  that  he  or  she  knows  or  bdieyes  concerning 
the  quality  and  partienlarB  of  the  said  goods,  wares, 
and  mcrckandise,  and  that  he  or  she  mith  no  other 
knowledge  or  information  eoBcoming  the  same ; 
which  entry,  as  well  the  first  as  the  last,  shall  be 
made  in  writing,  and  shall  be  subscribed  by  the 
party  making  me  same,  if  the  proper  owner  or 
consignee,  in  their  own  name,  or  if  by  u  agen^ 
factor,  or  person  other  than  such  owner  or  c<Hi- 
signee,  in  his  or  their  names,  as  agents  or  factors 
for  such  owner  or  consignee :  Provided,  That  in 
erery  ease  in  which  the  entry  of  any  goods,  wares, 
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or  merchandise  shall  be  imperfect,  for  want  of  in- 
voices, bills  of  loading,  or  for  any  other  cause,  it 
shall  he  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  take  the  said 
good^  wares,  and  merchandise,  into  his  custody, 
until  the  quantity,  quality,  or  Talue  thereof,  as  the 
case  may  require,  can  be  ascertained,  in  maaner 
hereafter  directed  and  prescribed. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
importer  of  distilled  spirits,  wiaes,  or  teas,  or  per- 
son to  whom  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  are 
consigned,  shall  make  a  separate  and  additional 
entry  thereof,  specifying  the  name  of  the  vessel 
and  master  io  which,  and  the  place  from  whence, 
such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  were  imported,  together 
with  the  quantity  and  quality  thereof,  and  a  par- 
ticular detail  of  the  chests,  casks,  or  vessels,  con- 
taining the  same,  with  their  marks  and  numbers ; 
which  eotry  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  person  mak- 
ing the  same,  for  himself,  or  in  behalf  of  the  persons 
for  whom  such  entry  Is  made }  and  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  the  collector  before  whom  the  same  is 
made,  as  being  a  true  copjr,  and  eonformaUe  to 
the  general  entry  before  directed,  in  respect  to  all 
distuled  spirits,  wines, and  teas,  therein  contained ; 
which  entry  thus  certified  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  surveyor  or  officer  acting  as  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  port  where  it  is  intended  to  com> 
mence  the  delivery  of  such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, 
so  entered,  or  any  part  thereof:  And  every  per- 
mit granted  by  such  collector  and  naval  officer, 
where  any,  for  the  unlading  of  said  spirits,  wines, 
or  teas,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall,  previous  to  such 
landing  or  unlading  thereof,  be  produced  to  the 
said  officer  of  inspection,  who  shall  record  or  regis- 
ter in  proper  books  the  contents  thereof,  and  shall 
endorse  thereupon  the  word,  "  itapeeted,"  the  time 
when,  and  his  own  name;  after  which,  be  shall 
return  the  said  permit  to  the  person  bjr  whom  it 
shall  have  been  produced,  and  then,  and  not  other- 
wise, it  shall  be  lawful  to  laod  the  spirits,  wines, 
or  teas,  therein  specified ;  and  if  the  said  spirits, 
wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  landed  without  such  en- 
dorsement upon  the  permit  granted  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  master,  or  otner  person  having  the  charge 
or  command  of  the  ship  or  vessel  from  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  so  landed,  shall  for  every 
such  ofience  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred doIlars,and  the  spirits,  wines,  or  teas, so  landed, 
shall  be  forfeited. 

Sbc.  38.  And  be  it Jwriher  enacted,  That  all  dis- 
tilled spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  shall  be  landed  under 
the  inspection  of  the  surveyor,  or  other  officer 
acting  as  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port, 
and  such  of  the  inspectors  of  the  customs  as  shall 
be  deputed  by  him  ibr  that  purpose,  and  not  other- 
wise, on  pain  of  forfeiture  thereof,  for  which  pur- 
pose the  said  officer  or  c&cers  shall  at  all  reason- 
able times  attend  ;  Provid&i,  That  this  shdl  not 
be  construed  to  exclude  the  inspection  of  any  offi- 
cer of  the  customs,  as  now  or  heretofore  practised. 

Sec  39.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  the  offi- 
cers of  inspection  of  any  port  where  distilled  spir- 
its, wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  landed,  shall,  upon  the 
landing  thereof,  and  as  soon  as  the  casks,  chests, 
vessels  and  cases,  containing  the  same,  shaU  be 
inspeoted,  gauged  or  meamred,  brand  or  other- 


wise mark,  in  durable  eharaeten,  the  several  cuits 
chestSj  vessels,  and  cases,  containing  the  same,  and 
the  said  marks  shall  express  the  number  of  casks, 
chests,  vessels,  or  cases,  whether  of  spirits,  wines, 
or  teas,  marked  by  each  officer,  respectirely,  ia 
each  year,  in  progressive  numbers  for  each  of  the 
said  articles;  also  the  port  of  importation,  the 
name  of  the  vessel,  and  the  surname  of  the  master  i 
also  each  kind  of  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  for  which 
difierent  rates  of  duty  are  or  shall  be  imposed,  the 
number  of  gallons  in  each  cask  or  case,  if  spirits 
or  wines ;  the  rate  of  proof,  if  spirits,  and  the  num- 
ber of  pounds  weight,  if  teas ;  also  tne  name  of  the 
surveyor  or  chief  officer  of  inspection  for  the  port, 
and  the  date  of  importation ;  of  all  which  partic- 
ulars the  chief  officers  of  inspection  shall  keepftir 
and  correct  accounts,  in  books  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  it  fiiriher  entt^td^  That 'the 
surveyor  or  chief  twicer  of  inniection  asaforuaid, 
within  the  port  or  district  in  which  the  saidspiriti^ 
wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  landed,  shall  give  to  the 
proprietor,  importer,  or  consignee,  thereof,  or  fats 
her  agent,  a  certificate,  to  remain  with  him  or  ber, 
of  the  whole  quantity  of  the  said  s{Mrits,  wines,  or 
teas,  which  shall  have  been  so  landed ;  which  ee^ 
tificaie,  besides  the  quantity,  shall  specify  the  Dime 
of  such  proprietor,  importer,  consignee,  or  agent, 
and  of  tbe  vessel  from  on  board  which  the  said 
spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  shall  have  been  landed,  lad 
of  the  marks  of  each  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  cas^ 
containing  the  same ;  which  certificate  sbiU  be 
of  the  form  following,  to  wit : 

District  of  ,  Inspector's  office, 

No.  ,  port  of  . 

I  certify,  that  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  pro- 

Stietor,  importer  or  consignee]  imported  into  thii 
istrict  on  the  [here  insert  the  date  of  importatioD] 
in  tbe  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  vessel,  an! 
whether  of  the  United  States  or  foreign,  and  the 
name  of  the  master]  from  [here  insert  tbe  place 
from  which  imported,  the  number  of,  and  whether 
casks.  chestSj  vessels,  or  cases}  of  [here  insert 
whetner  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  and  the  kind 
each]  marked  as  per  margin  [insert  in  the  mai^'n 
the  marks  and  numbers,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  im- 
portation] which  [here  insert  whether  casks,  chests, 
vessels,  or  cases]  have  been  mailed  as  follows 
[here  insert  the  marks  of  the  inspector  of  the  port] 
containing  [here  insert  the  quantity  of  spiriu, 
wines,  or  teas]  according  to  returns  made  to  thb 
o&Ge.  A.  B.,  Aupedor. 

Sec.  41.  Andbt  it  further  enacUd,  That  tbe 
surveyor,  or  chief  officer  of  inspection  as  afore- 
said, shall,  in  addition  to  the  general  certificite 
aforesaid,  give  to  the  proprietor,  importer,  or  con- 
signee, 01  any  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  or  bis 
or  their  agent,  a  particular  certificate,  which  shall 
accompany  each  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case,  of  dis- 
tilled spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  wherever  the  same 
may  be  sent,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Sttto, 
as  evidence  that  the  same  have  been  lawfully  im- 
ported ;  and  which  certificate  shall  be  of  the  form 
following,  to  wit : 
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No,  ,  district  of  ,  port  of  . 

1  certiiy,  that  there  was  imported  into  this  dis- 
trict on  the  [here  insert  the  date  of  importatioo] 
by  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  proprietor,  import- 
er, or  cowdgnee]  in  the  [here  inaert  the  name  of 
the  Teasel,  tne  lurname  of  the  master,  and  whe- 
ther a  TeMol  of  the  United  Stttes  or  a  foreign  res- 
ael]  from  [here  insert  the  place  from  which  im- 
ported] one  [here  insert  whether  cask,  chest,  ves- 
sel, or  case,  by  the  proper  name]  of  [here  insert 
whether  spirits,  winc^  or  teas,  and  the  kindof  each] 
numbered  and  marked  as  per  margin,  [the  marks 
of  the  inspector  to  be  inserted  in  the  raarein]  con- 
taining [here  insert  the  number  of  gairons  and 
nte  of  proof,  if  spirits,  or  gallons,  if  wines,  or  the 
number  of  pounds  weight  nett,  if  teas.] 

A.  B.,  Supervisor. 

Gbuntersigned  by  C.  D.,  Inspector. 

Sbc  42.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
supervisors  of  the  several  districts  shall  provide 
Uank  certificates,  under  such  checks  and  devices 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  and  shall  number,  Kign,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  officers  who  may  perform  the  duties 
of  inspectors  of  the  revenue,  for  the  several  ports 
in  their  respective  districts ;  which  blank  certifi- 
cates shall  be  filled  up  and  couutersigned  by  the 
tOBpectors  of  the  revenue  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
accountable  therefor  to  the  supervisors;  and  the 
said  inspectors  shall  make  regular  and  exact  ea- 
uies  of  all  certificates  which  shall  be  granted  as 
aforesaid,  as  particularly  as  therein  described. 

Sec.  43.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
prietor, importer,  or  consignee,  or  his  or  her  agent, 
who  may  receive  said  certificates,  shall,  upon  the 
sale  or  delivery  of  any  of  the  said  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  deliver  to  the  purchaser  or  ^purchasers  there- 
of, the  certificate  or  certificates  which  ought  to 
aecompaDV  the  same,  on  pun  of  forfeiting  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars  for  each  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case, 
with  which  such  certificate  shall  not  be  delivered. 
And  if  any  casks,  chests,  vessels,  or  cases,  contoin- 
ing  dbtilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  which  by  the 
foregoing  provisions  otight  to  be  marked  and  ac- 
companied with  certificates,  shall  be  found  in  the 
possession  of  any  person,  unaccompanied  with  such 
EDarks  and  certificates,  it  shall  be  presumptive  evi- 
dence that  the  same  are  liable  to  forfeiture;  aad 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  the  customs  or 
of  inspection  to  seize  them  as  forfeited;  and  if,  upon 
the  tnal  in  consequence  of  such  seizure,  the  owner 
or  claimant  of  the  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  seized, 
shall  not  prove  that  the  same  were  imported  ioto 
the  United  States  according  to  law,  and  the  duties 
thereupon  paid  or  secured,  they  shall  be  adjudged 
to  be  iorfeited. 

Sbo.  44.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That,  on  the 
sale  of  any  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case,  which  has 
been  or  shall  be  marked,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
aforesaid,  as  containing  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  and  which  has  been  emptied  of  its  contents, 
and  prior  to  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  purchaser. 
M  any  removal  thereof,  the  marks  and  numbers 
which  shall  have  been  set  thereon  by  or  under  the 
direction  of  any  officer  of  inspection  shall  be  de- 
faced and  obliterated  in  the  presence  of  some  offi- 


cer of  inspection  or  of  the  customs,  who  shall,  on 
due  notice  being  given,  attend  for  that  purpose,  at 
which  time  the  certificate  which  ought  to  ac- 
company such  cask,  chest,  vessel  or  case,  shall 
also  DC  returned  and  cancelled:  And  every  per- 
son who  shall  obliterate,  counterfeit,  alter,  or  de- 
face, any  mark  or  number  placed  by  an  officer  of 
inspection  upon  any  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case, 
containing  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  or  any 
certificate  thereof;  or  who  shall  sell  or  in  any 
way  alienate  or  remove  any  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or 
case,  which  has  been  emptied  of  its  contents,  be- 
fore the  marks  and  numbers  set  thereon  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  aforesaid  shall  have-  been  de- 
faced or  obliterated,  in  presence  of  an  officer  of 
inspection  as  aforesaid ;  or  who  shall  n^lect  or 
refuse  to  deliver  the  certificate  issued  to  accom- 
paay  the  cask,  chest,  vessel,  or  case,  of  whictithe 
marks  and  numbers  shall  have  been  defaced  or 
obliterated  in  manner  aforesaid,  oo  being  thereto 
required  by  an  officer  of  inspection  or  of  the  cus- 
toms, shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence  for- 
feit and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sbc.  45.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  what  articles  ought  to  be  exempt 
from  duty,  as  the  sea-stores  of  a  ship  or  vessel,  the 
master  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  snip  or  vessel  shall  particularly 
specify  the  said  articles,  in  the  report  or  manifest 
to  be  by  him  made,  designating  them  as  the  sea- 
stores  of  such  ship  or  vessel ;  and  in  the  oath  to 
be  taken  by  such  master,  or  other  person,  on  ma- 
king such  report  in  manner  before  prescribed,  he 
shall  declare  that  the  articles  so  specified  as  sea- 
stores  are  truly  such,  and  are  not  intended  by  way 
of  merchandise  or  for  sale:  whereupon  the  said 
articles  shall  be  free  from  duty.  Provided,  altKaft, 
That  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  collector  to  whom 
such  report  and  manifest  shall  be  made  and  deliv- 
ered, together  with  the  naval  officer  where  there 
is  one,  or  alone  where  there  is  none,  that  the 
quantities  of  the  saidarticles,orof  any  part  there- 
of, BO  reported  as  sea-stores,  are  excessive,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  collector,  jointly  with  the 
naval  officer,  or  alone,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  his 
or  their  discretion,  to  estimate  the  amount  of  the 
duty  on  such  excess,  which  shall  be  forthwith 
paid  by  the  said  master  or  other  person  having  the 
charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  to  the 
said  collector,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  value  of 
such  excess :  And  if  any  other  or  ereater  quantity 
of  articles  are  found  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel 
as  sea-stores  than  are  specified  in  sucn  entry,  or 
if  any  of  the  said  articles  shall  be  landed  without 
a  permit  first  obtained  from  the  collector  and 
naval  c^cer  of  the  port  (where  anv)  for  that  pur- 
pose, all  such  articles  as  are  not  included,  as  afore- 
said, io  the  report  or  manifest  delivered  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  master  or  other 
person  having  the  chai^  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  or  which  shall  be  landed  without 
sucn  permit  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  seized ;  and  the  master,  or  person  having 
the  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  more- 
over forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  amount  or  value  of 
the  articles  so  omitted  or  landed. 
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Sec.  46.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
aod  after  tlie  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  wear- 
ing apparel,  aod  other  personal  baggage,  aod  the 
tools  or  implements  of  a  mechaoical  trade  only, 
of  penoos  who  arrire  in  the  United  States,  shall 
be  free  and  exempted  from  dnty  ;  and  to  ascertain 
iriiat  ariieles  ought  to  be  exempted,  according  to 
the  true  intentand  meaning  of  the  provision  afore- 
said, it  in  directed  that  due  entry  thereof,  as  of 
other  goodii,  wares,  and  mercbandise,  but  separate 
and  distinct  from  that  of  any  other  goods,  wares, 
and  merchaodiBe,  imported  from  a  foreign  port  or 
place,  xhall  be  madi^  with  the  collector  of  the  district 
m  which  the  raid  articles  are  intended  to  be  land- 
ed, by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  his,  her,  or 
their  agent,  expressing  the  persons  by  whom  or 
for  whom  such  entry  is  made,  and  particularizing 
the  ^reral  packages,  and  their  contents,  with 
their  marks  and  numbers ;  and  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  make  the  entry,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  said 
collector,  as  the  ease  may  require,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

Di^rictof       n^port  oJ~—: 

1  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  person  making 
the  entry]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  entry  subscribed  by  me  and 
hereto  annexed^  contains,  to  the  best  of  my  Iniow- 
ledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  just  account  of 
the  contents  of  the  several  [here  insert  whether 
chests,  cases,  or  packages.]  mentioned  in  the  said 
entry,  imported  in  the,  [here  insert  the  name  of 
the  vessel  and  master's  name,]  from  [here  in- 
sert the  port  from  which  arrived,]  and  that  they 
contain  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  what- 
ever, other  than  the  wearing  appart  l  and  other 
personal  baggage,  (or  if  the  case  require,)  and  the 
tools  of  the  trade  of  [here  insert  what  mechanical 
trade,]  all  of  which  are  the  property  of  [here  insert 
to  whom  belonging,  and  family,  as  the  ease  may 
require,]  who  hasornaTearriTea  (or.as  the  ease  may 
require.)  who  is  or  are  shortly  expected  to  arrive 
in  the  United  States ;  and  are  not  directly  or  indi- 
rectly imported  for  any  other  person  or  persons,  or 
intended  for  sale.   So  help  me  God. 

And  in  case  the  party  shall  he  other  than  the 
owner  of  the  said  articles,  he  or  she  shall  give 
bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  said  collector,  in  a  sum  equal  to  what  would 
he  the  amount  of  tne  duties  on  the  said  articles, 
imported  subject  to  duty;  the  form  of  vhiehbond 
shall  be  as  follows: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  [here 
insert  the  names  of  the  principal  and  sureties,]  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  tne  United  States  of 

America,  in  the  sum  of  ,  to  be  paid  to  the 

nid  United  States ;  for  the  payment  whereof  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis- 
trators, jointly]  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  pres- 
ents, sealed  with  our  seals.  DatM  the  day 

of  ■     ■  ,  in  the  year  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States,  nndTin  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand     — — . 

Whereas  the  above-named 
for  and  in  behalf  of 


has  this  day, 
exhibited  an  entry, 


subscribed  with  bis  name,  (A  the  following  pack- 
ages of  wearing  apparel  and  oihe  ariieles.  as  be- 
ing exempted  from  dutr,  [here  iasm  the  nmber 
and  description  of  paexages,  together  with  thra 
marlu  and  numben,}  and  has  made  oath  faefine 

the  collector  of  the  district  of  ,  that  thenid 

articles  are  the  property  of  the  said  ,  that 

they  are  truly  anid  6ona  pde  intended  for  the  sde 
use  of  himself  and  family,  [as  the  case  ouy  le- 

Jjuire,]  and  are  not  direetly  or  indirectly  imported 
or  any  other  persoik,  or  intended  for  sale : 
Now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  this  obligation 

is  such,  that  if  the  said  shall,  within  oae 

year  from  the  date  hereof,  take  and  subscribe  the 
oath  prescribed  by  law  in  stich  case,  before  the 
said  collector,  or  if  the  said  oath,  duly  authentica- 
ted, shall  be  produced  to  the  said  collector,  agree- 
ably 10  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the^d 
law,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  or  else  to  re- 
main and  be  in  fulfforce  aod  virtue. 
Sealed  aod  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
And  on  compliance  with  the  conditions  afiofe- 
said,  and  not  otherwise,  a  permit  shall  and  maybe 
granted  for  landing  the  said  articles :  Prt/meL 
nevertheUft,  That  whenever  the  collector  aod 
naval  officer  (if  any)  shall  think  proper  so  to  do. 
they  may  and  are  hereby  authorized,  in  lieu  <^the 
provisions  and  directions  before  mentioned,  to  di- 
rect the  baggage  of  any  person  arriving  within  tlie 
United  States,  to  be  examined  by  the  surveyor  of 
the  port,  or  an  inspector  of  the  customs,  and  to 
make  a  return  of  the  same  ;  and  if  any  BTticles 
shall  be  contained  therein,  which  in  their  opinion 
ought  not  to  be  exempted  from  duty,  aecordiogto 
the  true  intent  aod  meaning  of  this  act,  dneeatiT 
shall  be  made  the|efor,and  theduties  thereon  psia 
or  secured  to  be  paid  :  And  provided.  That  when- 
ever any  article  or  artistes,  subject  to  duty,  tc- 
cording  to  the  true  intentand  meaning  of  thnact, 
shall  M  found  in  the  baggage  of  any  person  arriv- 
ing within  the  United  States,  which  shall  not,  ai 
the  time  ot  making  entry  for  such  baggage,  be 
mentioned  to  the  cmlector  before  whom  such  en- 
try is  made  by  the  person  making  the  same,  all 
such  articles  so  found  shall  be  foneited,  and  the 
person  in  whose  baggage  they  shall  be  found^  ^all 
moreover  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  value  of  sock 
articles. 

Sec. 47.  Andbeitjwiherenadedj  Thatonaor 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  toe  growth  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  which  may  bare 
been  exported  to  some  foreign  port  or  place  and 
brought  back  to  the  said  States,  and  upon  which 
no  drawback,  bounty,  or  allowance,  has  been  paid, 
no  dutjr  shall  he  demanded.  Provided,  That  the 
regulations  hereinafter  prescribed  for  aseertainlag 
the  identity  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
be  observed  and  eom|4ied  with. 

Sbc.  4&  And  be  it  Jkrlherenaeled,  That  report 
and  entry  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandisi^  reton- 
ed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  as  in  other  eases  of 

?;oods,  wares,  and  mnchandisej  imported  from  a 
oreign  port  or  place ;  and  prooi,  by  oath  or  affnn* 
ation  of  the  person  or  persons  having  knowledccM 
the  facts,  shall  he  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector  of  the  disiriet  with  whom  mch  cMir 
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aball  be  nude,  jointt]r  with  the  nanl  oflbier,  if 
there  be  a  n>Tal  oflScer,  or  alone,  if  there  be  no  na- 
Tal  c^cer.  that  the  said  articles  had  been  exported 
from  the  ITnited  States,  as  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  maoufacture  of  the  same,and  of  the  time  when, 
Iqr  whom,  in  what  ship  or  Tessel,  and  for  what 
port  or  place,  they  were  so  exported  ;  the  form  of 
which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  as  follows: 

Digtrict  of  ,  as.,  port  of  ; 

I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  swear 
(or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  the  several  ar- 
ticles of  luerchandise,  mentioned  in  the  entry  hereto 
annexed,  are,  to  the  best  my  knowledge  aod  belief, 
truly  and  AonaJ&fe  of  thegrowth,  product,  or  man- 
n&ctare,  of  the  United  States,  (as  the  care  may 
be,)  and  that  they  were  truly  exported  and  im- 
poi^,  as  therein  expressed,  and  that  no  drawback, 
Doanty,  or  aUowaoee,  has  been  paid  or  thereon,  or 
any  pan  thereof.    So  help  me  God. 

Sworn  to,  A.  B. 

And  if  the  collector,  who  may  receive  the  entry 
aforesaid,  shall  be  other  than  the  collector  of  the 
district  from  which  the  said  articles  shall  have 
been  exported,  a  certificate  of  the  latter  shall  be 
produced  to  the  former,  testifying  the  exportation 
thereof,  the  form  of  which  shall  be  as  follows: 
DUtrict  of  jportof  ; 

This  is  to  certify  that  there  were  cleared  out  at 
this  port  on  the  [insert  the  day  of  Clearance,]  in 
the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves- 
sel,] whereof  [insert  the  oamel  was  master,  for 
[iosert  the  port  or  place  for  which  cleared,]  the 
following  articles  of  merchandise,  [here  enumer- 
ate the  number  of  packages,  their  denominations, 
marks,  and  numbers,  tog^ether  with  their  con- 
teats.]  on  which  oo  drawback,  allowance,  or 
bounty,  has  been  paid  or  admitted. 

A.  B.,  Collector, 
C.  D.,  Naval  Offtcer. 

Whereupon  a  permit  shall  and  may  be  granted 
for  landing  the  same.  Provided,  That  if  the  said 
certificate  caonot  be  immediateiy  produced,  and  if 
the  proof  otherwise  required  shall  be  made,  a  bond 
shall  and  may  be  given  in  the  following  form, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  lo  the  satisfaction  of 
the  collector  of  the  district,  within  which  the  said 
articles  are  intended  to  be  landed,  in  a  sum  equal 
to  w^t  the  duties  would  be  on  the  said  articles,  if 
they  were  not  of  the  growth,  product,  or  maou- 
&ctore,  of  the  United  State!i : 

Enow  all  men,  by  these  presents,  that  we,  [in- 
aert  the  name  of  the  prtneipat  and  suTetiesJ  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  Sutes  of 

America,  in  the  sum  of  ,  to  be  paid  to  the 

said  United  States;  for  which  payment  well  and 
tnily  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  ex- 
ecntors.  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally, 
finnly  by  these  {wesents.   Sealed  with  our  seals, 

*nd  dated  this  day  of  ,  in  the   

year  of  the  independeoee  of  the  United  States,  and 
m  the  year  of  our  Lord  me  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety  . 

Whereas  '  has  this  day  made  entry  at  the 

CQstom-honse  of  the  port  of  — — — ,  of  the  follow- 


ing articles,  viz :  [here  particularize  the  packages, 
marks,  numbers,  and  contents,]  as  per  entnr  by 
him  subscribed,  and  has  likewise  sworn  (or  affirm- 
ed) before  the  collector  of  the  said  port,  that  the 
said  articles  are  of  the  growth,  product,  or  manu- 
facture, of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  were- 

exported  from  the  district  of  — — ,  in  the  , 

whereof  '         was  master,on  or  about  the  ; 

and  whereas  the  duties  on  the  aforesaid  articles, 
if  of  foreign  growth  or  importattOD,  woold  amotut 
to  the  aforesaid  sum  of  — — . 
The  condition,  therefore,  of  this  obligation  is 

such,  that  if  the  above  bounden  do,  within 

six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  produce^  or  cause 
to  be  produced,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
,  a  certificate  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
collector  (and  naval  officer,  if  any)  of  the  afor^ 

said  port  of  ,  of  the  aaid  articles  having 

been  actually  exported  from  thence,  as  herein  set 
forth,  snbject  to  do  drawback,  bounty,  or  allow- 
ance, then  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  no  ef> 
feet,  otherwise  it  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force 
and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  . 

And  upon  receiving  a  bond  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  saiocollector,  and  naval  officer, 
where  any,  to  erant  a  permit  for  landing  of  the 
said  articles  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  ceilifiT 
cate  had  been  produced ;  and  in  default  of  such 
certificate  being  produced,  within  the  time  limited 
in  such  bond,  the  collector  taking  the  same  is  re- 
quired and  enjoined  to  enforce  the  payment  there- 
of, as  in  the  case  of  other  hoods  taken  for  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  49.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
oaths  or  affirmations  to  he  taken,  upon  making  of 
any  of  the  reports  or  entries,  or  reflecting  any  of 
the  acts  herein  mentioned,  whether  by  the  master 
or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  owner  or  consignee  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  his  or  her  factor 
or  agent,  or  by  any  other  person,  shall  be  admin- 
istered by  the  collector,  or  officer  to  or  with  whom 
report  or  entry  shall  be  made,  and  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  and  subscribed  by  the  person  swearing 
or  affirming,  and  also  by  the  person  administering 
the  said  oaths  or  affirmations.  And  the  collector 
jointly  with  the  naval  officer,  or  alone  where  there 
IS  none,  shall,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  their 
jadgment  or  information,  make  a  gross  estimate 
of  t&e  amount  of  the  duties  on  the  goods,  wares, 
or  merehandise^  to  which  the  entry  of  any  owner 
or  consignee,  his  or  her  foetor  or  agent  shall  relat^ 
which  estimate  shall  be  endorsed  upon  sach  entry, 
and  signed  by  the  officer  or  officers  making  the 
same.  And  tne  amount  of  the  said  estimated  du- 
ties having  been  first  puaid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  said 
collector  shall,  together  with  ihe  naval  officer, 
where  there  is  one,  or  alone  where  there  is  none, 
grant  a  permit  to  lend  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, whereof  entry  shall  have  been  so  mad& 
and  then,  and  not  before,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  land 
the  said  goods ;  and  all  permits  shall  specify,  as 
particolaTty  as  may  be,  the  goods  to  be  delivered, 

Digitized  tjy  Google 


3359 


APPENDIX. 


3860 


Acts  of  Congreaa. 


namely,  the  number  and  description  of  the  pack- 
ages, whether  trunk,  hale,  chest,  box,  case,  pipe, 
hogshead,  barrel,  keg,  or  any  other  packages  what- 
ever, with  the  mark  and  number  oi  each  package, 
and  as  far  as  circumstances  witl  admit,  the  con- 
tents thereof,  together  with  the  names  of  the  ves- 
sel and  master,  in  which,  and  the  place  from 
whence  they  were  imported  ;  and  no  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  shall  be  delivered  hy  any  in- 
spector or  other  officer  of  the  customs,  that  shall 
not  fully  agree  with  the  description  thereof  in  such 
permit :  And  the  form  of  alt  permits  for  the  pur- 
pows  aforesaid,  and  for  deliveries  from  the  pitblte 
stores,  shall  be  as  follows : 


PoH  of- 


To  the  inspectors  of  the  port  (or)  the  keeper  of 
the  public  store  (as  the  case  may  require.) 
We  certify,  that  rinsert  the  name  of  the  actual 
owner  or  consignee]  has  paid  (or)  secured  to  be 
paid  (as  the  case  may  be)  the  duties  on  merchan- 
dise contained  in  the  following  packages,  in  con- 
formity to  the  entry  thereof  of  this  date,  which 
merchandise  was  imported  in  the  [insert  the  de- 
nomination and  name  of  the  v^seL  master's  name, 
and  the  port  from  which  arrived]  permissioD  is 
accordingly  hereby  given  to  land  (or)  deliver  the 
same,  viz:  [here  particularly  insert  the  mark, 
immber,  and  denomination  of  each  package,  and 
as  far  as  may  be,  their  contents^  noting  those  arti- 
cles that  are  to  he  either  weighed,  gauged,  or 
measured.]  A.  B.,  Col^ctcfr. 

C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 
Sec.  50.  And  he  U  JuHher  enacted,  That  no 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  any  ship 
or  vessel  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  be 
nnladen  or  delivered  from  such  ship  or  vessel, 
within  the  United  States,  but  in  open  day,  that  is 
to  say,  between  the  rising  and  settioir  of  the  sun, 
except  by  special  license  from  the  coUector  of  the 
port,  and  naval  officer  of  the  same,  where  there  is 
one,  for  that  purpose,  nor  at  any  time  without  a 

f>ermit  from  the  collector^  and  naval  officer,  if  any, 
or  such  unlading  or  delivery;  and  if  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  unladen  or  deliv- 
ered from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  contrary  to  the 
direction  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  the  master  or 
person  having  the  charge  or  command  of  such 
ship  or  vesse^  and  every  other  person  who  shall 
knowingly  be  concerned,  or  aiding  therein,  or  in 
removing,  storing,  or  otherwise  securing  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  forfeit  aod  pay, 
each  and  severally,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  offence,  and  shall  be  disabled  from 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
United  States,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of 
the  district,  to  advertise  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  in  a  newspaper,  printed  in  the  State  in 
which  he  resides,  within  twenty  days  after  each 
respective  conviction ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  so  unladen  or  delivered,  shall  become 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  of  the  officers 
of  the  cuatoms ;  and  where  tne  value  thereof,  ac- 
cording 10  the  highest  market  price  of  the  same, 
at  the  port  or  district  where  landed,  shall  amount 


to  four  hundred  dollars,  the  vessel,  tackle,  aniaid, 
and  furniture,  shall  be  subject  to  like  lorieiran 

aod  seizure. 

Sec.  51.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  do 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  any  ship 
or  vessel,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  requiri^ 
to  be  weighed,  gauged,  or  measured,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  duties  thereupon,  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  proper  officer,  be  removed  fromaay 
wharf,  or  place,  upon  which  the  same  may  w 
landed  or  put,  before  the  same  shall  have  been  so 
weighed,  gauged,  or  measured,  and  if  spirits,  wioei 
teas  or  sugars,  before  the  proof,  or  quality,  aao 
quantity  thereof  is  ascertained  and  marked  thete- 
on,  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  proper  cdGeer 
for  that  purpose;  end  if  any  such  goods.  war& 
or  merchandise,  shall  be  removed  from  svehwbsif 
or  place,  unless,  with  fbe  consent  of  the  proper 
officer  had  and  obtained,  before  the  same  sbsU 
have  been  so  weighed,  gauged,  or  measured,  and 
if  spirits,  wines,  teas^  or  sugars,  before  the  proof 
or  quality  and  quantity,  shall  have  been  so  ascer- 
tained and  marked,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  may  be  seized  by  any  officer  of  the  customs 
or  inspection. 

Sec.  52.  And  be  H  Jwriher  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  which  entry  diall 
have  been  made  iocomi^ete,  or  without  the  speci- 
fication of  particulars^  either  for  want  of  the  ori* 
glnal  invoice  or  invoices^  or  for  any  other  ctase, 
or  which  shall  have  received  damage  during  tke 
voyage,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  proper  officen  of 
the  port  or  district  in  which  the  said  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  shall  arrive,  shall  be  conveyeil  to 
some  warehouse  or  storehouse,  to  be  desigodted 
by  the  collector,  in  the  parcels  or  packages  con- 
taining the  same,  there  to  remain  with  due  and 
reasonable  care,  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the 
owner  or  consignee,  under  the  care  of  some  pro- 
per officer,  until  the  particulars,  cost,  or  value,  as 
the  case  may  require,  shall  have  been  asceriaioed 
either  by  the  exhibition  of  the  original  invoice  or 
invoices  thereof,  or  by  appraisement,  at  theoptim 
of  the  owner,  importer  or  consignee,  in  manner 
hereafter  provided,  and  until  the  duties  tberen 
shall  have  been  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  ud  i 
permit  granted  by  the  ctdlector  for  the  delivoy 
thereof.  And  for  the  appraisement  of  good^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  not  accompanied  vitk 
the  original  invoice  of  their  cost,  or  to  ascertaia 
the  damage  thereon  received  during  the  voyage, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector,  and  np<mre 
quest  of  the  party,  he  is  required  to  appoint  one 
merchant,  ana  the  owner,  importer,  or  consigoee, 
to  appoint  another,  who  shall  appraise  or  raliu 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  according- 
ly, which  appraisement  shall  be  subscribed  by  the 
parties  making  the  same,  and  be  verified  on  oadi 
or  affirmation  before  the  said  collected ;  wbich 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  in  the  form  followiag, 
to  wit : 

We  [insert  the  names  of  the  persons]  appointed 
by  the  eoUeetor  of  [here  insert  the  name  ts£  the 
port  or  district]  aod  [here  insert  the  name  tf 
names  of  the  importer  or  impcvters]  to  aseertaii 
the  contents,  and  appraist  the  value  of  the  Be^ 
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chaodise  cootained  io  the  sereral  packages  de- 
scribed in  the  witbia  or  annexed  entry  or  account, 
do  solemoljr,  sjncerely  and  truly  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  the  several  articles  detailed  in  the  annexed 
appraisement,  subscribed  with  our  Bamet,  con- 
tains a  full  and  true  account  of  all  the  merchan- 
dise whatsoever  contained  in  the  several  packages 
meniioQed  in  such  entry  or  account,  and  that  the 
Hveral  prices  by  us  affixed  to  each  article  are,  to 
the  best  of  our  skill  and  judgment,  the  true  and 
actual  valve  or  cost  thereof,  at  the  place  of  ex- 
portation.  So  help  us  God. 

And  in  respect  to  articles  that  have  been  dam- 
aged, dorioff  the  voyage,  as  aforesaid,  whether 
subject  to  a  aut^  ad  valorem,  or  which  are  charge- 
able with  a  specific  duty,  either  by  number,  weight, 
or  measure,  the  appraisers  as  aforesaid  shall,  in 
like  manoer,  ascertain  and  certify,  to  what  rate  or 
per  cpQtage  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
are  damaged,  and  the  rate  or  per  centage  of  dam- 
age, so  ascertained  and  certified,  shall  deducted 
from  the  .original  amount,  subject  to  a  duty  ad 
valorem,  or  from  the  actual  or  original  number, 
weight,  or  measure,  on  which  specific  duties  would 
have  been  computed :  Provided,  That  no  allow- 
ance for  the  daimtge  on  any  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  that  have  been  entered,  and  on  which 
the  duties  have  been  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
and  for  which  a  permit  has  been  granted  to  the 
owner  or  consignee  thereof,  and  which  may.  on 
examining  the  same,  prove  to  be  damaged,  snail 
be  made,  unless  proof  to  asceruin  such  damage 
shall  be  lodged  in  the  custom-house  of  the  port  or 
i^e  where  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
have  been  landed,  within  ten  days  after  the  land- 
ing of  such  merchandise.  And  every  person  who 
shall  be  appointed  to  ascertain  the  damage  during 
the  vo3rage,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
;halt  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  in 
the  following  form,  to  wit : 

We  [insert  the  names  of  the  persons]  appointed 
hy  the  collector  of  the  district  of  [insert  tne  name 
of  the  district]  and  [insert  the  name  or  names  of 
the  owoer  or  owners,  consignee  or  consignees]  to 
ucertain  and  appraise  the  d«nage  sustained  on 
merchandise  imported  hf  [insert  the  name  or 
names  of  the  importer  or  importers]  in  the  [insert 
denoroioation  and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof 
[insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the  port 
or  place  from  which  imported]  do  solemnly,  sin- 
eereW,  and  truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  several  packages  hereafter 
enumerated  and  described,  and  find  the  several 
articles  of  merchandise,  as  particularly  detailed, 
contained  in  the  said  packages,  to  have  received 
as  we  believe,  during  the  voyage  of  importation, 
and  that  the  allowance,  by  us  made  for  such  dam- 
age, is  to  the  best  of  our  sEilt  and  judgment,  just. 
So  hel^  us  God. 

Sec.  53.  And  be  Ufwiher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  collector  of  any  district  at  which 
any  ship  or  vessel  may  arrive,  and  immediatdy 
on  her  first  coming  within  such  district,  and  for 
the  surveyor  of  any  port  where  such  ship  be,  to 
pat  and  keep  on  htwid  such  ship  or  vessel,  while 
remaining  within  stich  district,  or  in  going  &om 


one  district  to  another,  one  or  more  inspAtors,  to 
examine  the  cargo,  or  contents  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  to  superintend  the  delivery  thereof,  or 
of  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  delivered  within 
the  United  Slates,  and  to  perform  such  other  du- 
ties, according  to  law,  as  they  shall  be  directed  by 
the  said  collector  or  surveyor,  to  perform  for  the 
better  securing  the  collection  of  the  duties :  Pro- 
vided, That  collectors  only  shall  have  power  to 
pot  on  board  ships  or  vessels,  inspectors  to  go 
from  one  district  to  another ;  and  the  said  inspector 
or  inspectors  shall  make  known  to  the  person  hav- 
ing Uie  charge  or  ecwamand  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
the  duties  he  or  they,  is  or  are,  so  to  perform  ;  and 
shall  suffer  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of 
aov  kind  or  nature  whatsoever  to  be  landed  or 
unladen,  or  otherwise  taken  or  removed  from  such 
ship  or  vessel,  without  a  permit,  in  writing,  from 
the  collector  of  the  port,  and  naval  officer  thereof, 
where  any,  first  had  ana  granted  for  that  purpose ; 
and  the  inspector  aforesaid  shall  enter  in  a  book, 
to  be  by  him  or  each  of  them  kept  according  to 
such  a  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  or  approved  by 
the  collector,  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  in  whose  behalf  such  permits  are  granted, 
together  with  the  particulars  therein  specified,  and 
the  marks,  numbers,  kinds,  and  description,  of  the 
respective  packages,  which  shall  be  unladen  pur- 
suant thereto,  and  shall  keep  a  like  account  in  the 
said  book,  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
which,  not  having  been  entered  within  the  time 
limited  by  this  act,  or  for  some  other  cause,  have 
been  sent  to  the  store  or  warehouse,  provided  for 
the  reception  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise :  which  book  shall  be  delivered  to  the  sur- 
veyor, in  the  month  of  January  in  every  year,  for 
his  inspection,  and  immediately  after  such  inspec- 
tion, be  transmitted  by  the  surveyor,  with  such 
observations  as  he  may  think  necessarr  thereon, 
to  the  collector,  to  be  deposited  in  his  office.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  inspector  or  in- 
spectors, to  attend  to  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  or 
cargoes  under  their  care,  at  all  times  when  the 
unlading  or  delivery  of  ^oods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, is  lawful,  particularly  from  the  rising 
'till  the  Mttinv  of  the  sun  on  each  day,  Sundays 
and  the  Fourtli  day  of  July  in  each  year  except- 
ed ;  for  which  puri>ose  they  shall  constantly  at- 
tend and  remain  on  board  (he  vessel  or  vessels,  the 
deliveries  from  which  they  are  to  superintend,  or 
at  any  other  stations  where  their  inspection  is  ne- 
cessary: And  said  inspector  or  inspectors  shall 
not  quit  such  stations  ^r  places,  vritbout  the  leave 
of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  first  had  and  obtained 
for  that  purpose,  who  shall  appoint  another  in- 
spector, (if  he  shall  judge  it  necessary,)  to  siip|dy 
the  place  of  such  inspector  or  inspectors,  dnrmg 
his  or  their  absence ;  and  any  inspector  who  shafi 
neglect  or  in  any  manner  act  contrary  to  the  du- 
ties hereby  enjoined,  shall,  for  the  first  offence, 
forfeit  and  par  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ;  and^  for 
the  second  offence,  shall  be  displaced,  and  be  incBF 
pable  of  holding  any  station  of  trust  or  profit  un- 
der the  revenue  laws  of  lh«  United  States,  for  ft 
term  not  exceeding  seven  years.  And  no  inspect- 
or or  inspectors  mall  perform  any  otha  duties  or 
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semee^n  board  aof  ship  or  TesseL  the  superin- 
tendeoee  of  which  is  committed  to  him  or  them, 
for  aoy  person  or  persons  whatever,  other  than 
what  IS  required  by  this  act,  under  the  penalty  of 
being  disabled  from  acting  any  longer  as  an  in- 
spector of  the  customs ;  and  the  wages  or  com- 
pensation of  such  inspector  or  inspectors,  as  may 

firoceed  from  one  district  to  aootber,  shall  be  de- 
rayed  by  the  master  or  person  having  charge  or 
command  of  the  ship  or  vessel  committed  to  his 
or  their  care;  and  every  inspector  or  other  officer 
of  the  revenue,  while  performing  any  duty  on 
board  any  ship  ot  vessel,  not  in  a  port  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  discharging  her  ca^o,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  master  of  such  ihip  or  vessel, 
such  |H-ovisions  and  accommodations  as  are  usu- 
ally supplied  to  passengers,  or  as  the  state  and 
condition  of  such  ship  or  vessel  will  admit,  on  re- 
ceiving therefor  fifty  cents  per  diem ;  and  any 
master  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  who  shuU  refuse  pro- 
visions and  reasonable  accommodations  as  afore- 
said, shall  forfeit  aud  pay  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  54.  And  be  xt  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  all  collectors,  naval  officers, 
surveyors,  inspectors,  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
cutters,  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  go  on  board  of 
ships  and  vessds,  in  aoy  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  within  four  leagues  oi  the  coast  thereof,  if  bound 
to  the  United  States,  whether  In  or  out  of  their  re- 
spective district^  for  the  purposes  of  demanding 
the  manifests  aforesaid,  and  of  examining  ana 
searching  the  said  ships  or  vessels ;  and  the  said 
officers  respectively  shall  have  free  access  to  the 
cabin  and  every  other  part  of  a  ship  or  vessel ; 
and  if  any  box,  trunk,  chest,  cask,  or  other  pack- 
age, shall  be  found  in  the  cabin,  steerage,  or  fore- 
castle of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  in  any  other  plac^ 
separate  from  the  residue  of  the  cargo,  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  said  officer  to  take  a  particular  ac- 
count of  every  such  box.  trunk,  chest,  cask,  or 
other  package,  and  of  tlie  marks  and  numbers 
thereoi,  if  any  there  be,  and  a  description  thereof, 
and,  if  he  shall  judge  proper,  to  put  a  seal  or  seals 
on  every  such  box,  trunk,  chest,  cask,  or  other 
package;  and  such  an  account  and  description 
shall  be  by  him  forwarded  without  delay  to  the 
collector  of  the  district  to  which  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel is  bound.  And  if,  upon  her  arrival  at  the  port 
of  her  entry,  the  boxes,  tranks,  chests,  casks,  or 
other  packages  so  described,  or  any  of  them,  snail 
be  missing,  or  if  the  seals  pot  thereon  be  broken, 
the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  ff»  every  such  hox,  trunk, 
chesL  cask,  or  otner  package,  so  missing,  or  of 
whicn  the  seals  shall  be  broken,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars.  And  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for 
die  inspectors  who  may  be  put  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  f  and  they  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  so  to  ao.)  to  secure  after  sunset  in  each 
evening,  or  previous  to  their  quitting  the  ship  or 
vessel  tne  hatches  and  other  communications  with 
the  hold  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other  part 
thereot'he  or  they  may  judge  necessary,  with  locks 
or  other  proper  fastemngs,  which  Iocks  or  other 
fastenings  shall  not  be  opened,  broken,  or  removed, 
until  the  morning  fi^owing,  or  after  the  rising  of 


the  sun,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  inspector  or 
inspectors,  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  so 
affixed,  except  by  special  license  from  the  collect- 
or of  the  port,  and  naval  officer  thereof,  if  any,  for 
that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained.  And  if  the 
said  locks  or  other  fastenings,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  be  broken  or  removed,  during  the  ni^t,  ot 
before  the  said  rising  of  the  sun,  or  without  the 
presence  of  the  said  inspector  or  inspectors,  or 
without  such  license  first  had  and  obtained,  or  if 
any  goods  or  packages  shall  be  claodesiioely  land- 
ed, notice  thereof  shall  be  immediately  giveo  bj 
the  inspector  or  inspectors,  to  the  eoUector  aiu 
naval  officer  of  the  district,  port,  or  plac&  where 
the  vessel  may  be ;  and  the  master,  or  other  per- 
son baring  the  charge  «  eommand  of  anysiieh 
ship  or  vessel,  shall,  for  each  or  every  <^  toe 
fences  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  55.  Andbe  it fiuiher  enacted,  That,  when 
the  delivery  of  goods,  wareX,  and  merchandise 
from  on  board  ofany  ship  or  vessel,  shall  hare 
been  completed,  copies  of  the  accounts  or  entries, 
which  shall  have  been  kept  or  made  thereof^  bv 
the  officer  or  officers  who  shall  have  been  charged 
with  the  said  deliveries,  shall  be  returned  to  the 
collector  and  naval  officer  of  the  same,  if  aay 
there  be,  within  three  days  after  such  delirenr 
hath  been  completed,  if  at  the  port  where  sncii 
officer  or  officers  reside,  and  if  at  any  other  port, 
as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  ease  will  adaiit,  not 
exceeding  fifteen  daysj  and  the  accoants  or  en- 
tries to  be  returned  as  aforesaid,  shall  compriieill 
deliveries  made  purstiaat  to  permits  as  aforesaid, 
and  all  packages  or  merchandise  sent  to  the  pob- 
lic  stores ;  also  each  and  evety  package  remainiot 
on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  for  the  purpose « 
being  exported  therein,  to  a  foreign  port  or  j^ee, 
or  to  MHne  other  district  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  returns  of  the  inspectors,  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  according  to  the  following 
form,  namely : 

Return  of^ merchandise,  unladen  under  my  in- 
spection, pursuant  to  permits  for  that  purpost 
Irom  on  board  the  [insert  the  names  of  the  resiel 
and  master]  from  [Insert  the  port  from  which  the 
vessel  arrived.] 
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Apd  the  returns  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  inspectors  respectively,  under 
whose  sapennteDdeDce  the  deliveries  shall  have 
been  made;  and,  after  examinattoD,  and  being 
found  correct,  said  returns  shall  be  countersigned 
or  certified  by  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  ii  any 
there  be,  at  the  port  where  the  deliveries  have 
been  made;  and  the  said  returns  shall  be  trans- 
mitted by  him  to  the  naval  officer,  if  any  there  be, 
who  shall  compare  the  same  with  the  manifests 
and  entries  in  his  possession ;  and  if  any  differ- 
ence shall  appear,  the  particulars  thereof  shall  be 
noted  by  endorsement  on  the  said  returns,  and  if 
DO  difference  shall  appear,  it  shall  be  so  noted  by 
like  endorsements,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the 
collector  of  the  district ;  and,  on  being  returned  to 
the  collector,  it  shall  be  by  him  compared  with  the 
manifests  and  entries  of  soeh  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise) which  shall  have  been  made  by  theowner 
or  owners,  consignee  or  consignees,  or  nis  or  their 
iactororagent;  and  if  any  differeneeshalt  appear,the 
same  shall  be  noted  by  endorsement  on  such  mani- 
fests, specifying  the  particulars  thereof;  and  if  no 
difference  snail  appear,  it  shall  be  noted  by  like 
endorsement  that  the  delivery  hath  corresponded 
with  the  entry  or  entries  thereof;  which  eodorse- 
menl  or  memorandum  shall,  in  each  case,  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  officer  by  whom  such  comparison 
shall  have  been  made. 

Sec.  56.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  if,  at 
the  expiration  of  fifteen  working  days,  after  the 
time  within  which  the  report  of  the  master,  or 
person  having  the  charee  or  command  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  so  required  to  be  made  to  the  col- 
lector of  a  district  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be 
found  on  hoard  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, other  thui  shaU  have  been  reported  for  some 
other  district,  or  some  foreign  port  or  place,  the 
said  inspector  or  inspectors  shall  take  possession 
thereof.  Provided,  That  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner  or  consignee  of  any  goodiN  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  or 
master  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  may  be 
imported,  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
may  be  taken  possession  of,  at  any  time,  after  five 
days'  notice  to  the  collector  of  the  district.  And 
all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  taken  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  delivered  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
collector  of  the  district;  for  which  a  certificate 
or  receipt  shall  be  granted,  in  the  following  form: 
Dittrict  tf  — ,  Wirt  of  —— 

I  certify  that  there  has  been  received  into  store, 
from  on  board  the  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert  the  name]  is 
master,  from  [insert  the  port  or  place  where  from] 
the  following  merchandise,  to  wit:  [here  enome- 
rale  the  several  packages,  their  denominations, 
marks,  and  niunbers,  and  if  articles  in  balk,  the 
qoantityl  lodged  by  [insert  the  name]  inspector, 
under  whose  care  the  said  vessel  was  unladen. 

A.  B. 

And  the  said  goods  shall  be  kept  with  due  and 
reasonable  care,  at  the  charge  and  risk  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  for  the  term  of  nine 
numtb^  and  if,  within  that  time,  no  claim  be  made 


for  the  same,  the  said  ci^lector  shall  procure  an 
inventory  of  the  said  goods  and  an  appraisement 
thereof,  to  be  made  and  to  be  v«ified,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  by  two  or  more  reputable  merchants^ 
before  the  said  collector,  and  to  remain  with  him ; 
and  said  collector  shall  afterwards  cause  the  said 
goods  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  (previously 
causing  the  same  to  be  advertised  in  one  or  more 
of  the  public  newspapers,  printed  at  or  nearest  to 
the  port  or  place  where  the  sale  is  to  be,  for  the 
space  of  one  month,)  and  retaining  the  duties 
thereon,  agreeably  to  snch  inventory  and  appraise- 
ment, and  all  charges  thereon,  shall  pay  the  over- 
plus, if  any  there  be,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  there  to  remain  for  the  use  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  who  shall,  upon  due  proof  of 
bis,  her,  or  their  property,  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  same;  Uxt  whieh  purpose  the  coUeetot  shall 
transmit  with  the  said  overplus  a  copy  of  the  in- 
ventory, appraisement,  and  aceount  of  sales,  spe- 
cifying the  marks,  numbers,  and  descriptions  trf' 
the  packages  sold,  their  contents,  the  name  of 
the  vessel,  and  master  in  which,  and  of  the  port 
or  place  from  whence  they  were  inqxwted,  and 
the  time  when,  and  the  name  of  the  poson  M 
persons  tu  whom  the  said  goods  were  consigned 
in  the  manifest;  and  the  receipt  or  certificate  of 
the  collector  shall  exonerate  the  master  or  person 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or 
vessel,  in  which  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, were  imported,  from  all  claim  of  the  owner 
orowners  thereof :  ProvuiecZ,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  understood  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  such  quantities  of  goods,  sKued  as  aforesaid, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  duties  tber^ 
on,  at  the  time  or  times  when  such  dnties  shall 
become  due  and  payable.  And  prmridedf  That 
where  any  entry  shall  hare  been  duly  made  of 
such  goods,  the  same  shall  not  be  amiraised ;  and 
that  where  such  goods  are  of  a  Mrisnable  nature, 
they  shall  be  sold  forthwith;  Pnmded  further, 
That  the  said  limitation  of  mteeo  days  snail  not 
extend  to  ships  or  vessels  laden  with  ^t  or  coal; 
but  if  the  said  master  or  owner  of  any  such  ship 
or  vessel,  so  laden  with  salt  or  coal,  requires  a 
longer  time  to  discharge  her  ca»o.  the  wages, 
or  compensation  of  the  inspector,  for  every  day's 
attendance,  exceeding  the  said  fifteen  days,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  said  master  or  owner— and  there- 
upon, the  collector  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  allow  such  longer  time  as  in  his  judg- 
ment he  may  think  necessary  to  ditchuce  sach 
cargo,  not  exceeding  fifteen  days.  And  if  by 
reason  of  the  delivery  of  the  ear«^  in  several  di»- 
tricis,  more  than  the  said  term  of  fifteen  working 
days  shall  in  the  whole  be  spent  therein,  the 
wages  or  compensation  of  the  inspector  or  in- 
spectors who  may  be  employed  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  in  respect  to  whieh  such  term  may 
be  so  exceeded,  shall,  for  every  day  of  such  exeesiL 
be  paid  by  the  said  master  or  owner;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  inspectors,  previously  to  the 
clearance  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  to  render  an  ex- 
act account  to  the  collector,  of  all  such  compen- 
sations as  sluUl  have  been  paid,  or  shall  be  dm 
and  payable  by  such  master  or  owner. 
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Sec.  57.  Andheitjvrther  enacted.  That  if  any 
package  whatever,  whtcb  shall  hare  been  reported 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  wandii^,  aod  not  found  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  \i  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  on  board  such  ship  or  ressel, 
shall  otherwise  not  agree  with  the  report  or  mani- 
fest delivered  by  the  master  or  other  person  bar- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  in  every  such  case  the  master,  or  other 
person  having  sach  charge  or  command,  shall 
icnrfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars: 
Provided  nevertheless.  That  if  it  shall  be  made 
appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  na- 
val officer,  and  surveyor,  or  to  the  major  part 
of  them,  where  those  officers  are  establisbed  at 
any  port,  or  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
alone,  where  neither  of  the  said  others  is  estab- 
lished,  or,  in  case  of  trial  for  the  said  penalty,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  no  part  whatever 
t^tfae  goods,  wares,  or  mercbaDdise,  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  oas  been  anshipped,  landed,  aniaden,  since 
it  was  taken  on  boar^  except  as  shdl  have  been 
specified  in  the  said  report,  or  manifest,  and  pnr- 
suant  to  permits  as  aforesaid,  or  that  the  said  dis- 
agreement is  by  accident,  or  mistake,  in  such  case 
the  penalty  aforesaid  shall  not  be  inflicted;  but  in 
alt  cases  as  aforesaid  the  mastN,  or  person  having 
the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  shaU 
be  required  and  shall  make  a  post  entry  or  addition 
to  the  report  or  manifest  by  him  delivered,  of  any 
and  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  omitted  to 
be  included  and  reported  in  such  manifest;  and 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  grant  a  permit  to  unlade 
any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so  omitted, 
before  such  post  entry,  or  addition  to  such  report  or 
manifest,  has  been  made. 

8BC.58.  ilfKl6et(/iir<Aer  enacted.  That  the  fol- 
lowing allowances  sliall  be  made  for  the  draughts 
wdtare  of  the  articles  subject  to  duly,  by  weight, 
on  the  importation  and  exportation  thereof,  that  is 
tosay — fordranght  on  any  quantity  of  one  hundred 
weight,  or  one  nandred  and  twelve  pounds,  one 
pound— on  any  quantity  above  one  and  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  weight,  two  pounds— on  any 
uantity  above  two,  and  not  exceding  three  bun- 
red  weight,  three  pounds — on  any  quantity  above 
three,  and  not  exceeding  ten  hundred  weight,  four 
pounds — on  any  quantity  above  ten,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen  hundred  weight,  seven  pounds — 
on  any  quantity  above  eighteen  hundred  weight, 
nine  pounds. 

For  tare  on  every  whole  chest  of  bohea  tea, 
seventy  pounds;  on  every  half  chest,  thirty-six 
pounds;  on  every  quarter  chest,  twenty  pounds; 
on  every  chest  or  h^yson  or  other  green  teas,  the 
S^oss  weight  of  which  shall  be  seventy  pounds; 
or  upwards,  twenty  pounds ;  on  every  box  of  other 
tea,  not  less  than  fifty,  or  more  than  seventy  pounds, 
gross,  eighteen  pounds;  if  eighty  pounds,  gross, 
twenty  pounds;  and  from  eighty  pounds  gross  and 
upwards,  twenty-two  pounds ;  which  tares  shall 
include  rope,  canvass,  and  other  coverings;  on  all 
other  boxes  of  tea,  according  to  the  invoice  or  ac- 
tual weight  thereof;  on  coffee  in  bags,  two  per 
cent;  in  bales, three  per  cent.;  in  casks,  twelve  per 
cent.;  on  sugar  other  tttan  loaf  sugar  in  casku, 


twelve  per  cent.;  in  boxes,  fifteen  percent.;  in  tags 
or  mats,  five  per  cent. ;  on  cocoa  in  casks^  tea  pa 
cent.;  in  bags,  one  per  cent.;  on  pimento  mcasn, 
sixteen  per  cent.;  in  bags,  three  per  eeot.;onchene 
in  hampers  or  tmskets.  ten  per  cenL;  in  boxes,  twen- 
ty per  cent.;  on  candles,  in  boxes,  eight  percent.; 
OD  chocolate,  in  bozes^  ten  per  cent.;  on  cotttMi,  is 
bales,  two  per  cent.;  in  seroons,  six  per  cent;  oa 
giaulier  salts,  in  casks  eight  per  cent.;  on  indigo 
in  barrels,  twelve  per  cent;  in  other  ca^ks,  fifteen 
per  cent.;  in  seroons,  ten  per  cent. ;  in  bags  or  nuts 
three  per  cent;  on  nails  in  casks,  eight  per  ceoL; 
on  pepper  in  casks,  twelve  per  cent.;  in  bales,  fire 

Eer  cent,;  in  bags,  two  per  cent. ;  suear-caody  in 
oxes,  ten  per  cent.;  segars  in  casks  or  boxes, 
eighteen  per  cent. ;  soap  in  boxes,  ten  per  cent;  shot 
in  casks,  three  percent;  twinein  casks, twelvepei 
cent. ;  in  tiales,  three  per  cent ;  on  all  other  goods 
according  to  the  invoice  thereof,  or  actual  weuht; 
Provided  always.  That  where  the  original  in- 
voices of  any  of  the  said  articles,  are  produced,  it 
the  time  of  making  entry  for  sucn  articles,  andtke 
tare  or  tares  appear  therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  collector  and  naval  officer,  where  there  is  ooe, 
it  they  see  fit,  vrith  the  consent  of  the  importer  or 
importers,  consignee  or  consignees,  to  estimate  the 
said  tare  or  tares,  according  to  such  invoice,  but  if 
not  determined  at  the  time  of  entry,  the  ure  or 
tares  as  above  shall  be  granted  and  allowed. 

Sec.  59.  And  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  That  there 
he  an  allowance  of  two  per  cent,  for  leakage  on  the 
quantity  which  shall  appear  by  the  ^ugeiobe 
contained  in  any  cask  of  liquors,  subject  to  duly 
by  the  gallon  ;  and  ten  per  cent,  on  all  beer,  ale. 
and  porter  in  bottles;  and  five  per  cent  on  all 
other  liquors  in  bottles,  to  be  deducted  from  tbein- 
voice  quantity,  in  lieu  of  breakage ;  or  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  compute  the  duties  on  the  acttial  qnan- 
tity  to  be  ascertained  by  tale  at  the  option  of  the 
importer,  to  be  made  at  the  time  of  entry. 

Sec.  60.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if 
any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  foreign  port  or  flue, 
compelled  by  distress  of  weather,  or  other  neces- 
sity, shall  put  into  any  port  or  place  of  the  United 
States,  not  being  destined  for  tne  same,  and  if  the 
master,  or  other  person  having  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  the 
mate  or  person  next  in  command,  shall,  witkia 
twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival,  make  protest  in 
the  usual  form,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  before  a 
notary  public  or  other  person  duly  authorized,  or 
before  the  collector  of  the  district,  where  the  said 
ship  or  vessel  shall  so  arrive,  who  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  administer  the  same,  setting  f<^  ikc 
cause,  or  circamstanee  of  such  distress,  or  oeees- 
siiy,  which  protest,  if  not  made  before  toe  collec- 
tor, shall  t>e  produced  to  him,  and  to  the  Daral 
officer,  (if  any  there  be,)  and  a  copy  thereof  lodged 
with  him  or  them.  And  the  master,  or  other  petsttt 
aforesaid,  shall  also,  withio  forty-eight  hours  after 
such  arrival,  make  report  in  writios  to  the  said  coi- 
lector,  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel  aodher  cargo,  as  a 
directed  hereby  to  l>e  done  in  other  cases.  And  ifil 
shall  be  made  appear  to  the  said  collector,  by  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  wardens  of  the  port,  or  other  officen 
usually  cfaazged  with,  and  accustomed  to  ascertain 
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the  condition  of  shipu  or  vessels  arriving  in  dis- 
tress, if  any  sQch  there  be,  or  by  the  certificate  of 
any  two  reputable  merchants,  to  be  named  for 
that  purpose  by  the  said  collector,  if  no  such  ward- 
ens, or  other  officers  July  qualified  there  be,  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  unlading  the  said  ship  or 
vessel,  the  said  collector  and  naval  officer  (where 
uy)  shall  grant  a  permit  for  that  purpose,  end 
shall  appoint  an  ioftpector  or  iuspeetors  to  oversee 
such  unlading,  who  shall  keep  an  accoant  of  the 
same,  to  be  compared  with  the  report  made  by  the 
master,  or  other  person  haviog  the  charge  or  com- 
mand of  such  ship  or  vessel ;  and  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  so  unladen,  shall  be  stored  under 
the  direction  of  the  said  collector,  who,  upon  re- 
quest of  the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  or 
command  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  shall,  together  with  the  naval 
officer,  where  there  is  one,  and  alone  where  there  is 
none,  grant  permission  todispose  ofsuch  part  of  the 
said  cargo  as  may  be  of  a  perishable  nature  (if  any 
there  he)  or  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses attending  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  cargo ; 
Promded,  That  entry  shall  be  made  therefor,  and 
the  duties  thereon  as  in  other  cases  shall  be  first 
piid,  or  secured  to  be  paid  ;  And  provided,  That 
m  case  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  do  not  agree  with 
the  report  thereof;  made  by  tne  master  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  orcommand  ofsuch  ship 
or  vessel,  and  if  the  difference,  or  disagreement  be 
not  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  in  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  ael,  the  master,  or  other  person  hav- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  be  liable  to  such  penalties  as  in  other  like 
cases  are  by  this  act  prescribed.  And  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  the  remainder 
thereof  which  Shall  not  be  disposed  of  as  aforesaid, 
may  afterwards  be  reladen  ou  board  the  said  ship 
or  vessel,  under  the  inspection  of  the  officer  who 
superintended  the  landing  thereof,  or  other  proper 
person  ;  and  the  said  ship  or  vessel  may  proceed 
with  the  same  to  the  place  of  her  destination,  free 
from  any  other  charge  than  for  the  ttociag  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  said  goods,  and  fees  to  the  officers 
of  the  castonM  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  61.  And  be  it  Jitr^  enacted,  That  the  ad 
valorem  rates  of  duty  upon  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  at  the  place  of  importation,  shall  be 
estimated  by  adding  twenty  per  cent,  to  the  actu- 
al costs  thereof^  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of 
Gh>od  Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  same ; 
and  ten  per  cent,  on  the  actual  cost  thereof,  if  im- 
pmted  from  any  other  place  or  country,  including 
all  charges ;  commissions,  outside  packages,  and 
insurance,  only  excepted. 

That  ail  foreign  coins  and  currencies  shall  be 
estimated  at  the  following  rates :  each  pound  ster- 
ling of  Great  Britain,  at  four  dollars  and  forty- 
four  cents ;  each  livre  tournois  of  France,  at  eigh- 
teen and  a  half  cents:  each  Qorin  or  guilder  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  at  fortr  cents ;  each  mark 
banco  of  Hamburg,  at  thtrQr-tnree  and  one-third 
cents;  each  rix  aollar  of  Denmark,  at  one  hun- 
dred cents ;  each  rial  of  plate,  and  each  rial  of 
vellon,  of  Spain,  the  former  at  ten  cents,  the  latter 
at  fire  cenu  eaeh ;  each  milree  of  Portogal,  at  one 


dollar  and  twenty-four  ceut^;  each  pound  sterling 
of  Ireland,  at  four  dollars  and  ten  cents ;  each  tale 
of  China,  at  one  dollar  and  forty-eight  cents ;  each 
pagoda  of  India,  at  one  dollar  and  ninety-four 
cents;  each  rupee  of  Benffal,  at  fifty-five  cents 
and  one-half;  and  all  other  denominations  of 
money,  in  value,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  said 
rates,  or  the  intrinsic  value  thereof,  compared  with 
money  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  established  fit  and  proper 
regulations  for  estimating  the  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise^  imported  into  the  United 
States,  in  respect  to  which  the  original  cost  shall 
be  exhibited  m  a  depreciated  currency,  issued  and 
circulated  under  authority  of  any  foreign  Qov- 
ernment. 

Sec.  62.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
duties  OD  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  imported, 
shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  before  a  per- 
mit shall  be  granted  for  landing  the  same ;  and 
where  the  amount  of  such  duty  on  goods  iibport- 
ed  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  on  account  of  one  person 
only,-  or  of  several  persons  jointly  interested,  shall 
not  exceed  fifty  dollars,  the  same  shall  be  imme- 
diately paid ;  and  if  it  exceed  that  sum,  shall,  at 
the  option  of  the  importer  or  importers,  be  paid, 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  by  bond,  if  on  articles  the 
produce  of  the  West  Indies,  (salt  excepted,)  the 
one-half  in  three,  and  the  other  half  in  six,  calen- 
dar months;  on  salt,  in  nine  calendar  montbs;  on 
Madeira  and  all  other  wine^,  in  twelve  calendar 
months;  on  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchand  ise  (other 
than  wines,  salt,  and  teas,  imported  ftvm  Europe) 
one-third  in  eignt,  one-third  m  ten,  and  one-third 
in  twelve  calendar  months ;  and  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  other  than  wines,  salt,  and  teas, 
imported  from  any  other  place  than  Europe  ana 
the  West  Indies,  one-half  in  six  months,* one-quar- 
ter in  nine  mouths,  and  the  other  quarter  in  twelve 
months,  from  the  date  of  each  respective  import- 
ation ;  which  bond  or  bonds  shall  Include  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
of  the  district  where  the  said  dudes  shall  accrue ; 
and  on  teas  imported  from  China  or  Europe,  it 
shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  importer  or  importers 
(to  be  determined  at  the  time  of  making  entry 
therefor)  either  to  secure  the  duties  thereon,  on 
the  same  terms  and  stipulations  as  on  other  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  or  to  give  his, 
or  her,  or  their  bond  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict where  any  such  teas  shall  be  landed,  in  dou- 
ble the  amount  of  the  duties  thereupon,  with  condi- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties  in  two  years 
from  the  date  of  such  bond  ;  which  bond  shall  be 
accepted  by  sucb  collector,  without  surety,  upon 
the  terms  followins;,  that  is  to  say:  the  teas,  for 
the  duties  whereof  such  bond  shall  be  accepted, 
shall  be  deposited  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the 
said  importer  or  importers,  m  one  or  more  store- 
house or  storehouses,  as  the  case  may  reqtiire,  to 
be  agreed  upon  between  the  said  importer  and  the 
inspector,  or  other  officer  of  inspection  of  the  rev- 
enue, for  the  port  where  the  said  teas  shall  be 
landed ;  and,  upon  evwy  such  storehouse,  the  said 
inspector,  or  officer  of  inspection,  shall  cause  to  be 
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affixed  two  locks,  the  key  of  one  of  which  locks 
shall  be  kept  by  such  importer,  his  or  her  afeot, 
aod  the  key  of  the  other  of  which  locks  shall  be 
kept  by  such  inspector,  or  by  such  other  person  as 
he  shall  depute  or  appoint  in  his  bebalf,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  all  reasonable  times, 
for  the  purpose  of  delivering  the  said  teas  out  of 
the  said  storehouse  or  storehouses;  but  no  delive- 
ry shall  be  made  of  any  of  the  said  teas  without 
a  permit,  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  the  col- 
leetor  of  the  port  and  naval  officer  of  the  same, 
where  such  tea  is  landed;  and  in  order  to  the  ob- 
taining of  such  permit,  it  shall  be  necessary  that  the 
duties  upon  the  teas,  for  which  the  same  shall  be  re- 
quired, oe  first  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the 
said  collector  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say :  the  latd  party  or  parties  shall  give  bond  with 
one  or  mote  surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  said  collector,  in  double  the  amount  of  the 
duties  upon  the  quantity  of  teas  in  each  case  to 
be  delivered,  with  condition  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  duties,  if  the  same  ahall  not  exceed  one 
hiudred  dollars,  in  four  months;  if  it  shall  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars,  in  eight  months ;  or,  if  the  same 
shall  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  in  twelve 
months: 

Provided,  always,  That  the  time  to  be  allowed 
for  the  payment  of  the  duties  upon  any  parcel  of 
teas  to  be  delivered,  shall  not  be  sueh  as  to  extend 
the  credit  for  such  duties  beyond  the  term  of  two 
years,  originally  allowed  upon  the  depositing  of 
the  said  teas:  And,  promdea.  That  if  the  duties 
on  any  parcel  of  teas,  which  shall  have  been  de- 
posited as  aforesaid,  shall  not  have  been  paid^  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  in  manner  last  specified,  with- 
in the  term  oi  two  years,  according  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  obligation,  to  be  first  given  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  within  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  landed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
collector  to  cause  so  much  of  the  said  teas  as  may 
be  necessary,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  re- 
taining the  sum  which  shall  not  have  been  so 
paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  of  the  said  duties,  to- 
gether with  the  expenses  of  safe-keeping  and  sale 
«  the  said  teas,  shall  return  the  overplus,  if  any, 
to  the  owner  or  owners  theretrf',  his,  her,  or  their 
agent  or  lawful  representative;  and  the  amount 
of  each  bond  or  bonus,  taken  for  the  duties  on  any 
teas  delivered^  after  a  deposite  as  aforesaid,  shail 
be  endorsed  immediately  on  the  original  bond 
given  by  the  importer  or  importers  of  the  said 
teas,  specifying  the  date,  quantity,  and  quality  of 
the  teas  delivered,  the  amount  of  duty  secured 
thereon,  by  whom,  and  the  term  of  payment : 
And,  provided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
collector,  in  lieu  of  sureties,  as  required  on  any 
bond  given  for  securing  the  duties  on  any  goods, 
waresj  and  merchandise  imported,  to  accept  of  a 
depostte  of  so  much  of  the  said  goods,  as  shall,  in 
his  indgmeot,  be  sufficient  security  for  the  amount 
of  the  daties  for  which  the  bond  shall  have  been 
given,  and  the  charge  of  safe-keeping  and  sale  of 
the  goods  so  deposiud.  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
said  eolleotcff,  with  ane  and  reasonable  eare,  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  party  or  parties  on 


whose  account  they  have  been  so  deposited,  aatil 
the  sum  specified  in  such  bond  shall  have  become 
due ;  at  which  time,  if  such  sum  shall  not  be  paid, 
so  much  of  the  said  deposited  goods  as  may  be 
necessary,  shall  be  sold  at  public  sale,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof,  after  deducting  thechar^of 
safe-keeping  and  sale  thereof,  shall  be  ap[died  to 
the  payment  of  sueh  sum,  rendering  the  overplus 
arising  on  such  sale,  and  the  residue  of  the  goMb 
so  deposited,  if  aoy  there  be,  to  the  person  or  pe^ 
sons  by  whom  such  deposite  shall  have  been 
made,  or  to  his,  her,  mr  their  agent,  or  lawful  rc^ 
resentative  |  and  all  bonds  directed  to  be  given  oj 
virtue  of  this,  or  any  other  act,  for  moneys  or  w- 
ties  to  be  paid,  or  services  to  be  perfumed  fur  &t 
United  States,  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  of  America :  Prtmded,  never^ 
less,  That  no  person  whose  bond  has  been  receif* 
ed,  either  as  principal  or  sorely,  for  the  payiuai 
of  duties,  or  for  whom  any  bond  has  been  giva 
by  an  agent,  factor,  or  other  person,  in  pursuance 
oi  the  provLsioos  herein  contained,  and  which 
bond  may  be  due  and  unsatisfied,  shall  be  allowed 
a  future  credit  for  duties  until  such  bond  be  foUj 
paid  or  discharged.  And  to  prevent  frauds  iris- 
ing  from  collusive  transfers,  it  is  hereby  deelued, 
that  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  thii 
act,  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  the  property  of  the 
persons  to  whom  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  ner- 
chandise  may  be  conswned,  any  sale,  transferor 
assigoment.  prior  to  toe  entry  and  payiiK!nt,0T 
securing  ttie  payment,  of  the  duties  on  the 
said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  all  bunds  then  due  and  unsatisfied  far  tbe 
said  consignee,  to  the  contrary  Dotwithstaneiiig^ 
And  the  form  of  the  bond  to  be  taken  for  securing 
thepaynient  of  duties,  shall  be  as  follows: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  Uiat  we,  [heie 
insert  the  name  of  the  importer  or  consignee,  or, 
if  by  an  agent,  the  name  ot  such  agent,  and  of  the 
importers  or  consignees,  and  the  sureties,  tfacff 
lace  of  abode,  and  occupation,]  are  held  aid 
rmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America, 

in  the  sum  of  ,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Unind 

States ;  for  the  payment  whereof,  we  bind  oor- 
selves,  our  heir^  execuiorSf  sod  administralois, 
jointlr  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents; 

sealed  with  our  seals;  dated  this  day  o( , 

in  the  year  of  the  independence  of  the  said 

United  States,  and  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  oae 

thousand  . 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if 
the  above  bouoden  [here  insert  the  principal  or 
agent  for  such  priocipal,  and  the  sureties]  or  eitaer 
of  them,  or  either  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, shall,  and  do.  on  or  before  the  

day  of  next,  well  ana  truly  pay,  or  cause  to 

be  paid,  unto  the  collector  of  the  costoms  for  the 

district  of  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  — 

or  the  amount  of  the  duties  to  l>e  ascertained  as 
due,  and  arising  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise,  entered  by  the  above  bounden  [insert 
the  name  of  the  importer  or  consignee,  or  ag^ 
for  such  impwicff  ot  eonngne^]  as  imported  a 
the  — •,           master,  from  — ,  as  per  entry. 
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dated  ,  thea  the  above  obligation  to  be  void, 

otherwise  to  remaio  ia  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  preseace  of  — . 

Sec.  63.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
duties  imposed  hy  law  on  the  tonnage  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector,  at  the  lime 
of  making  entry  of  such  ship  or  vessel;  and  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  to  grant  anv  permit  or  to  un- 
lade  any  goods,  wares,  or  mercnaodise  whatever, 
from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  until  the  said  ton- 
nage duty  is  first  paid.  And  the  register,  or  other 
doeumeDt  in  lieu  thereof,  together  with  the  clear- 
ance mad  other  papers,  granted  by  the  officers  of 
the  enstoms  to  such  ship  or  vessel  at  her  depart- 
ure from  the  port  or  |^e  from  whence  she  may 
have  arrived,  (Mediterranean  passports  excepted,) 
shall,  previous  to  such  entry,  be  produced  to  the 
coUeetor,  with  whom  such  entry  is  to  be  made,  and 
shall  remain  in  his  office ;  and,  on  the  clearance 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  the  register  and  other  doc- 
uments shall  be  returned  to  the  master  or  owner 
of  such  ship  or  vessel. 

Sue.  64.  And  6e  it  further  enacted,  That  to  as- 
certain the  tonnage  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  the  sur- 
veyor, or  such  other  person  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  collector  of  the  district  to  measure  the 
same,  shall,  if  the  said  ship  or  vessel  be  double 
decked,  take  the  length  thereof  from  the  fore  part 
of  the  main  stem,  to  the  after  part  of  the  stern 
post,  above  the  upper  deck,  the  breadth  thereof  at 
the  Moadest  part  above  the  main  mlea,  half  of 
which  breadth  shidi  be  accounted  the  depth  of 
such  vessel,  and  shall  then  deduct  from  the  length, 
three  fifths  of  the  breadth,  multiply  the  remain- 
der by  the  breadth,  and  the  product  by  the  depth, 
and  snail  divide  this  last  product  by' ninety-five, 
the  quotient  whereof  shall  be  deemed  the  true 
contents  or  tounage  of  such  ship  or  vessel.  And 
if  such  ship  or  vessel  be  single  decked,  the  said 
surveyor  or  other  person,  shBll  take  the  length  and 
breadth  as  above  directed,  in  respect  to  a  double 
decked  ship  or  vessel,  shall  deduct  from  the  said 
length,  three  fifths  oi  the  breadth,  and  taking  the 
depth  from  the  under  side  of  the  deck  plaok  to 
the  ceiling  in  the  hold,  shall  multiply  and  divide, 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  quotient  shall  be  deemed  the 
tonnage  of  such  ship  or  vessel. 

Bbc.  65.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
bond  for  the  payment  of  duties  shall  not  be 
satufied  on  the  day  it  may  become  due,  the  col- 
lector shall,  forthwith,  and  without  delay,  cause  a 
prosecution  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of 
the  mooey  thereon,  by  action  ixt  suit  at  law,  in 
the  proper  court  having  cc^izance  thereof;  and 
in  all  cases  of  insolveocy,  or  where  any  Mate  in 
the  hands  of  the  executors,  administrators,  or  as- 
signees, shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  all  the  debts 
due  from  the  deceased,  the  debt  or  debts  due  to 
the  United  States,  on  any  such  bond  or  bonds, 
■ball  be  first  satisfied  ;  and  any  executor,  admin- 
istrator, or  assignees,  or  other  person,,  who  shall 
P»y  any  debt  due  by  the  person  or  estate  from 
whom,  or  for  which,  they  are  acting,  previous  to 
the  debt  or  debts  due  to  the  United  States  from 
wh  peiBOD  or  estate  being  first  duly  satisfied  and 
paid,  shall  become  aoswerable  in  their  own  per. 
5th  Cox.— 123 


son  and  estate,  for  the  debt  or  debta  so  due  to  the 
United  States^  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  remain 
due  and  unpaid  ;  and  actions  or  suits  at  law  may 
be  commenced  iufaiast  them  fur  the  recovery  of 
the  said  debt  or  debts,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
remain  due  and  unpaid,  in  the  proper  court  hav- 
ing cognizance  thereof:  Provided,  That  in  all 
cases  in  which  suits  or  prosecutions  shall  be  com- 
menced, for  the  recovery  of  duties  or  pecuniary 
penalties  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  person  or  persons  against  whom  pro- 
cess may  be  issued,  shall  and  may  be  held  to  spe- 
cial bail,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  prevail  in  civil  suits,  in  which  special  bail 
is  required:  And  provided,  alto.  That  if  the  prin- 
cipal in  any  bond,  which  shall  be  given  to  the 
United  States  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, imported,  or  other  penalty,  either  by 
himself,  nis  factor,  agent,  or  other  person  for  him, 
shall  be  insolvent,  or  if  such  principal  being  de- 
ceased, his,  or  her  estate  and  effects,  which  shall 
come  to  the  hands  of  his  or  her  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assignees,  shall  be  insufficient  ior 
the  payment  of  his  or  her  debts,  and  if  in  either 
of  the  said  cases,  any  surety  on  the  said  bond  or 
bonds,  or  the  executors,  administrators,  or  assign- 
ees, of  such  surety,  shall  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  money  due  upon  such  bond  or  bonds,  such 
surety,  his  or  her  executors,  administrators,  or  as- 
signees, shall  have  and  enjoy  the  like  advantage, 
priority,  or  preference,  for  the  recovery  and  re- 
ceipt of  the  said  moneys  out  of  the  estate  and  ef- 
fects of  such  insolvent,  or  deceased  lurincipal,  as 
are  reserved  and  secured  to  the  United  States; 
and  shall  and  may  bring  and  raAintain  a  suit  or 
suits  upon  the  said  bond  or  bonds  in  law  or  equity, 
in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names,  for  the 
recovery  of  all  moneys  paid  thereon.   And  the 
cases  of  insolvency  mentioned  in  this  section, 
shall  be  deemed  to  extend  as  well  to  cases  in  which 
a  debtor  not  having  sufiictent  property  to  pay  all 
his  or  her  debts,  shall  have  made  a  voluntary  as- 
signment thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  his  or  her 
creditors,  or  in  which  the  estate  and  effects  of  an 
abscoading,  concealed,  or  absent  debtor,  shall  have 
been  attached  by  process  of  law,  as  to  cases  in 
which  an  act  of  legal  bankruptcy  shall  have  been 
committed.   And  where  suit  shall  be  instituted 
on  any  ^nd  for  the  recovery  of  duties  due  to  the 
Uoitea  Stales,  it  shall  be  tne  duty  of  the  court, 
where  the  same  may  be  pending,  to  grant  judg- 
ment at  the  return  term,  upon  motion,  unless  the 
defendant  shall,  in  open  court,  the  United  States* 
attorney  being  present,  make  oath  or  affirmation 
that  an  error  has  been  committed  in  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  duties  demanded  upon  such  bond, 
specifying  the  errors  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  same  have  been  notified  in 
writing  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  prior  to 
the  commencement  ol  the  return  term  aforesaid } 
whereupon,  if  the  court  be  satisfied,  that  a  contin- 
uance until  the  next  succeeding  term,  is  necessary 
for  the  attainment  of  justice,  and  not  otherwise, 
a  coDtiuuance  may  be  granted  until  next  succeed- 
ing term,  and  no  longer.   And  on  all  bonds  upon 
which  suits  shall  be  commenced,  an  interest  shall 
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be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  anaum. 
from  the  time  when  said  bonds  become  due,  until 
the  payment  ibereof. 

Sec.  66.  Andbeit  Jitrther  enacted,  That  if  any 
ffoods,  wares,  or  raerchaadise,  of  which  entry 
^all  have  been  made  in  the  office  of  a  collector, 
shall  not  be  invoiced  according  to  the  actual  cost 
thereof,  at  the  place  of  exportation,  with  design 
to  evade  the  duties  thereupon,  or  any  part  there- 
of, all  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchaQdise,  or  the 
Talue  ihereoi,  to  be  recovered  of  the  person  mak- 
ing  entrY)  Khali  be  forfeited ;  and  in  every  case  in 
which  the  said  collector  shall  suspect  tbai  any 
aueh  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  not  in- 
Toieed  at  a  sum  equal  to  that  for  which  they  have 
usually  been  sold  in  the  place  or  country  from 
whence  tfaey  were  imported,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  collector  to  take  the  said  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  iDtohispossession,andreiamthesame 
with  due  and  reasonable  care,  at  the  risk  and  ex- 
pense of  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  con- 
signees thereof,  until  their  value  at  the  time  and 
placeof  importation  shall  be  ascertained,  by  two  re- 
putable merchaots,  to  be  chosen  and  appointed  asin 
the  case  of  damaged  goods,  or  goods  not  accompa- 
nied with  an  invoice,  and  until' the  duties  arising, 
according  to  such  valuation,  shall  be  first  paid,  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  as  required  by  this  act  in  other 
cases  of  importation :  Provided,  That  in  case  of 
a  prosecution  for  the  forfeiture  aforesaid,  such  ap- 
praisement shall  not  be  construed  to  exclude  oth- 
er proof  upon  the  trial,  of  the  actual  and  real  cost 
of  the  said  goods  at  tlie  place  of  exportation. 

Sec.  67.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector,  naval  officer,  or 
other  officer  of  the  customs,  after  entry  made  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  on  suspicion  of 
fraud,  to  open  and  examine,  in  the  presence  of  two 
or  more  reputable  merchants,  any  package  or 
packages  thereof,  and  if,  upon  examination,  they 
shall  be  found  to  agree  with  the  entries^  the  offi- 
cer making  such  seizure  and  examination  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  re-packed,  and  delivered  to  the 
owner  or  claimant  forthwith  ;  and  the  expense  of 
such  examination  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  collect- 
or^ or  other  officer,  and  allowed  m  the  settlement 
of  thetr  accounts;  but  if  any  of  the  packages  so  ex- 
amined, shall  be  found  to  differ  in  their  contents 
from  the  entry,  then  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, contained  in  such  package  or  packages,  shall 
be  forfeited ;  Provided,  That  the  said  torMture 
■hall  not  be  incurred,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  and  naval  offi- 
cer of  the  district  where  the  same  shall  happen, 
if  there  be  a  naval  officer,  and  if  there  be  no  na- 
val officer,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  collector, 
or  of  the  court  in  which  a  prosecution  for  the  for- 
feiture shall  be  had,  that  such  difference  proceed- 
ed from  accident  or  mistake,  and  not  from  an  in- 
tention to  defraud  the  revenue. 

Sec.  68.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  or  other  per- 
son, specially  anpointed  by  either  of  them  for  that 
purptwe,  shall  nave  full  power  and  authority  to 
enter  any  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they  sball  have 
taason  to  aiupect  any  goods,  wares,.or  merchan- 


dise, subject  to  duty,  are  concealed,  and  therein  to 
search  K>r,  seize,  and  secure,  any  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  ;  and  if  they  sball  have 
cause  to  suspect  a  concealment  thereof  in  any 
particular  dwelling-house,  store,  building,  or  other 
place,  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall,  upon  proper 
application,  on  oath,  to  any  justice  of  the  peace, 
he  entitled  to  a  warrant  to  enter  such  house,  store, 
or  other  place,  (in  the  day  time  only,)  and  there 
to  search  for  such  goods ;  and  if  any  shall  be 
found,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial ;  and 
all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  whielt 
the  duties  shall  not  have  been  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  shall  be  forfeited. 

8eo.  69.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  or  mercbaodise,  which  sball  be 
seized  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  put  into,  and 
remain  in,  the  custodv  of  the  collector,  or  sQeb 
other  person  as  he  sbaU  appoint  for  that  purpose 
until  sucb  proceedings  sbaU  be  had,  as  by  this  aci 
are  required,  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  bare 
been  forfeited  or  not ;  and  if  it  shall  be  adjudged 
that  they  are  not  forfeited,  they  shall  be  forthwidi 
restored  to  the  owner  or  owners,  claimant  oi 
claimants  thereof;  and  if  any  person  or  perscws 
shall  conceal  or  buy  any  goods,  wares,  or  merehan- 
dise.  knowing  them  to  ne  liable  to  seizure  bj  this 
act,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  oo  conviction 
thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  anouat 
or  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  » 
concealed  or  purchased. 

Sec.  70.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
sball  be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  of  the 
customs  to  make  seizure  of,  and  secure,  any  ship 
or  vessel^  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  wbidi 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  this  or  any 
other  act  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
revenue,  which  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  en- 
acted, as  well  without  as  within,  their  respective 
districts. 

Sec.  71.  And  be  it  fuiiher  enacted,  That  if  iny 
officer  or  other  person,  executing,  or  aiding,  or  as- 
sisting, in  the  seizure  of  goods,  shall  be  ^ed  or 
molested  for  anything  done  in  virtue  of  the  pow- 
ers given  by  this  act,  or  by  virtue  of  a  wtnani 
granted  by  any  judge  or  justice,  pursuant  to  law. 
sucb  officer  or  other  person  may  plead  ihegeneiw 
issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  maueriD 
evidence ;  and  if,  in  such  suit,  the  plaintiff  is  non- 
suited, or  judgment  pass  against  him,  the  defend- 
ant shall  recover  double  costs;  and  in  actions, 
suits,  or  informations  to  be  brought^  where  anT 
seizure  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  this  act,  if  uk 
property  be  claimed  by  any  person,  in  every  wen 
case  the  (mus  probandi  shall  lie  upon  sucb  claim- 
ant. And  if  any  person  shallforcibly  resist,  prereni. 
or  impede  any  officer  of  the  customs  or  their  depu- 
ties, or  any  person  assisting  them,  in  the  eiecntion 
of  their  duty,  such  person  so  offending  sballjftf 
every  such  offence,  be  fined  in  a  sura  not  exceed- 
ing four  hundred  dollars.  And  if  any 
other  person,  having  the  charge  or  command  ol 
any  ship  or  vessel  coming  into,  or  arriviDgat,iw 
port  or  place  within  the  United  States,  shall  <»' 
struct  or  binder,  or  shall  be  the  oanse  or  mno* « 
any  (rfwUuctioD  or  hindrance,  with  sucb  an  UM"'- 
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-to  any  officer  of  the  customs  or  rerenoe,  id  going 
on  bcttrd  such  ifaip  or  resjiel,  for  -the  purpose  of 
•carrying  iaio  effect  any  of  the  reTenne  law«  of  the 
United  States,  he  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
-offeoce,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  oollan>j 
nor  less  than  fifty  dollars ;  out  the  onus  probandt 
shall  lie  on  the  daimaat  only  where  probable 
•cause  isshotrn  for  such  prosecution,  to  be  judged 
-of  by  the  court  before  whom  the  prosecutioQ  is 
iiad. 

Sec.  72.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
weigherf,  gaugers,  and  measure|s  employed  io 
the  service  of  tne  revenue,  shall,  within  three  days 
after  any  vessel  is  discharged,  make  returns  of  the 
Articles  by  them,  respectively,  weighed,  gauged, 
or  measured,  out  of  such  vessel ;  and  the  form  of 
-the  return  to  be  made  by  the  weighers,  respect- 
ively, shall  be  as  follows : 

Return  of  [here  insert  the  number  of  packages 
and  contents]  weighed  from  on  board  the  [here 
insert  the  dcDomioation  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  [invert  the  name}  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  or  place  from  which  arrived.] 


And  the  form  of  tb«  return  to  be  made  by  the 
measurers,  respectively,  shall  be  as  follows : 

Return  of  the  (here  insert  rait  or  coal,  as  the 
case  may  be,]  measured  from  on  board  the  [here 
insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  port  or  place  from  which  arrived.] 
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OiBTRfCT  or  ,  Pari  of  , 

A.  B.  migher. 

And  the  form  of  the  return  to  be  made  by  the 
gaugers,  respectively,  shall  be  as  follows : 

Return  of  [here  insert  the  nnmber  of  casks  and 
packages]  gauged  from  on  board  the  [here  insert 
the  denommation  and  name  of  the  vessel]  where- 
of [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the 
port  or  place  from  which  arrived.] 


DivTBioT  or  — ,  Port   . 

C.  D.,  Gauter. 
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DtsTRicT  OP  ,  Port  of  . 

E.  F.,  Measurer. 

And  the  said  returns  shall  be  made  by  the 
weighers,  gaugers,  and  measurers,  in  books  to  be 
prepared  by  inera  for  that  purpose,  and  kept  io 
the  custom-houses. 

Sec.  73.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector,  naval  ofilcer,  and  surveyor,  shall  cause 
to  be  affixed,  and  constantljr  keirt  in  some  puUic 
and  conspicuous  place  of  his  office,  a  fair  laUe  of 
the  rates  of  fees  and  duties  demandable  by  law, 
and  shall  give  a  receipt  for  the  fees  he  shall  re- 
ceive, specifying  the  particulars,  whenever  re- 
quired 80  to  do;  and  in  case  of  failure  therein, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  to  tw 
recovered,  with  costs,  in  any  proper  court  having 
cognizance  thereof^  to  the  use  of  the  ioformer ; 
aua  if  any  officer  of  the  customs  shall  demand  or 
receive  any  greater  or  other  fee,  compensation,  or 
reward,  for  executing  any  duty  or  service  required 
of  him  by  law,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  ofience,  recoverable  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
And  if  any  inspector,  ganger,  weigher,  or  meas- 
urer, shall  receive  any  gratuity,  fee,  or  reward, 
for  any  services  performed  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
other  than  is  by  law  allowed,  or  if  any  ganger, 
weigher,  or  measurer,  employed  as  such  by  the 
public,  in  the  districts  of  PorUmouth,  Salem  and 
Beverlv,  Boston  and  Charlestown,  Proridesce, 
New  Vurk,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  or  Charleston,  shall  gaiige,  weigh,  or 
measure,  any  article  or  articles,  other  than  shall 
be  directed  by  the  proper  officer  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  duties  to  be  received,  or  the  drawbacks 
to  bo  allowed  thereon,  or  shall  make  a  return  of 
the  weight,  gauge,  or  measure,  of  any  merchan- 
dise laden,  or  to  be  laden,  on  board  any  ship  or 
vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback  upon  exporta- 
tion, without  having  actually  wei^ea,gaugied,  or 
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measured  the  same,  as  the  case  may  require,  after 
such  merebaodise  shall  have  been  notmed  to  the 
collector,  and  entered  for  exportatioo,  they  shall, 
for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars;  and  for  the  second  offence,  shall  for- 
feit two  hundred  dollars,  and  be  discharged  from 
the  public  service;  and  if  any  inspector,  or  other 
officer  of  the  customs,  shall  certify  the  shipment 
of  any  merchaodise  entitled  to  drawback  on  ex- 
portation, without  hariug  dulv  inspected  and  ex- 
amined the  same,  after  he  shall  have  received  the 
permit  for  lading  such  merchandise,  or,  if  the 
amount  of  such  drawback  shall  be  estimated,  ac- 
cording to  weight,  gauge,  or  measure,  until  such 
merchandise  shall  first  be  weighed,  gaueed,  or 
measured,  as  the  case  may  require,  he  shall  be 
subject  to  the  Hke  forfeitures,  and  be  discharged 
from  the  public  service. 

Sec.  74.  Aad  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  all 
duties  and  fees  to  be  collected  shall  be  payable 
in  money  of  the  United  States^  or  in  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins,  at  the  following  rates,  that  is  to 
say :  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portu- 
gal, of  the  standard  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  at  the  rate  of  ooe 
hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of 
the  actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold  coinsof  Prance. 
Spain,  and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  the  stand- 
ard prior  to  the  year  one  thnusaod  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  two.  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
for  every  twenty-seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a 

Sraiu  ol  the  actual  weight  thereof ;  Spanish  milled 
ollars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  each 
dollar,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be 
less  than  seveoteeu  penny  weights  and  seven  grains, 
and  in  proportion  for  the  partsof  a  dollar ; crowns 
of  France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
cents  for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof 
shall  not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and 
seventeen  grains,  and  in  proportion  for  me  parts 
of  a  crown  :  Provided.  That  no  foreign  coins  shall 
be  receivable  which  are  not  by  law  a  tender  ibr 
the  payment  of  alt  debts,  except  in  consequence 
of  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  authorizing  such  foreign  coins  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  duties  and  fees  afore- 
said. 

8EC.75.  Andbeit  Jurtker ermded,  Thatadraw- 
bock  of  duties,  as  prescribed  by  law,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  on  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  in  respect 
to  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  where- 
apon  the  duties  shall  have  been  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  paid,  as  within  twelve  calendar  months  after 
payment  made,  or  security  given,  shall  be  ex- 

Soried  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  other  than  the 
omioions  of  any  foreign  State  immediately  ad- 
joining to  the  United  States,  either  from  the  dis- 
trict of  original  importation,  or  from  certain  other 
districts ;  and  all  duties,  drawbacks,  and  allow- 
ances which  shall  be  payable, or  allowable.on  any 
specific  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
snail  be  deemed  to  apply  in  proportion  to  any 
greater  or  lesser  qunottty :  Provided,  That  no 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  drawback  of  the  duties  paid,  or  to  be 


secured  thereon,  unless  the  duties  so  paid  or  se- 
cured thereon  shall  amoant  to  fifty  dollars  at  letit: 

nor  unless  tbey  shall  le  exported  in  the  origiaal 
casks,  cases,  chests,  boxes,  trunks,  or  other  packa- 
ges, in  which  they  were  imported,  without  dimi- 
Dution  or  change  of  the  articles  which  were  ibne- 
in  contained,  at  the  time  of  importation,  in  quan- 
tity, quality,  or  value,  necessary  or  unavoidable 
wastage  or  damage  only  excepted :  Provided  ai- 
waya,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  exporter  « 
exporters  of  any  liquors  in  casks,  coffee  m  casks, 
or  other  packages,  cocoa  in  casks,  or  other  pack- 
ages, or  any  unreined  sugars,  to  fill  up  the  casks 
or  packages  out  of  other  casks  or  packages  in- 
cluded in  the  same  original  importation,  or  inio 
new  casks,  or  packages  correspoading  tberewilh, 
to  be  marked  and  numbered  as  the  original  eaib 
or  packages,  in  caw  the  original  casks  or  package 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  twicer  appointed  to 
examine  the  same,  be  so  injured  as  to  be  rendered 
unfit  for  exp<Mrtation,  and  in  no  other  case:  Pro- 
vided Jwlher,  That  the  filling  up  or  change  of 
package  be  done  under  the  inspecuon  of  a  proper 
officer,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  collector 
and  naval  officer,  where  any,  of  the  port  or  place 
from  which  such  liquors,  coffee,  or  unrefined  sa- 

Srs  are  intrnded  to  be  exported  ;  and  the  dtaw- 
ck  r>n  articles  so  filled  up,  or  of  wbicb  the  pack- 
ages have  been  changed,  shall  not  be  allowed  with- 
out such  inspection.  And  where  articles  are  im- 
ported in  bulk,  they  shall  be  exported  in  the  pack- 
ages, if  any,  in  which  they  were  landed ;  for  which 
purpose  the  officer  delivering  the  same  shall  re- 
turn the  packages  they  may  be  put  into,  if  aity, 
with  their  marlu  and  onmbers,and  ihey  shall  act 
be  entitled  to  drawback,  unless  exported  in  saeh 
packages^  which  shall  be  deemed  the  packages  of 
original  importation,  nor  unless  they  fully  agree 
with  the  return  made  by  the  said  officer;  and  ia 
respect  to  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  Uie  certi- 
ficates issued  by  the  inspector  of  the  reveaae  Ibr 
such  spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  shall  be  given  ap,iBd 
the  drawback  shall  not  be  allowed  on  any  ndi 
spirits,  wines,  or  teas,  as  do  not  agree  on  exaokiai' 
tion  with  the  certificates  so  given  up. 

Sec.  76.  And  be  ii  Jitrther  enacted,  Thai,  in  order 
to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  to  the  benefit  of  the  said 
drawback,  or  allowances,  he  or  she  shall,  preTioai 
to  putting  or  lading  the  same  on  board  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  for  exportation,  give  twenty-four  boon 
notice  at  least  to  the  collectn  of  the  district  fiom 
which  the  same  are  about  to  be  exported,  of  bii^ 
her,  or  their  intention  to  export  the  same,  (unless 
in  the  case  of  distilled  spirits,  when  six  hoars  no- 
tice shall  be  deemed  sufficient)  and  shall  make 
entry  in  writing  of  the  particulars  thereof,  and  of 
the  casks,  cases,  chests,  hoxes^  and  other  packages 
or  parcels  containing  the  same,  or  of  which  the 
same  shall  consist,  and  of  their  respective  marks, 
numbers,  and  contents ;  and,  if  imported  articlfs, 
the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  master's  name, 
in  which  the  person  or  persons,  for  or  by  whom, 
and  the  place  or  places  from  which  tbey  were 
imported  ;  also  the  district  into  which  the  said 
goods,  warev,  or  merchandise,  were  imported,  if 

Digitized  by  Google 


-S881 


APPENDIX. 


3m 


Acta  of  Congress. 


other  than  the  district  from  which  they  are  in- 
tended  to  be  exported  :  And  the  form  of  the  said 
entry  shall  be  as  follows : 

Entry  of  merchandise  intended  to  be  exported 
by  [here  insert  the  name  or  aamesj  on  board  of 
the  finsert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves- 
sel] whereof  [insert  the  name  of  the  master]  is 
master,  for  [insert  the  port  or  place  to  which  des- 
tined] for  the  benefit  of  drawtack.  which  were 
imported  into  the  district  of  [insert  the  district  of 
original  importatioaj  by  [insert  the  name  of  the 
importer]  in  the  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  yeasel]  from  [insert  the  foreign  port 
or  place  whence  they  were  imported]  and  brought 
into  the  district  on  the  [insert  the  date  of  the  ves- 
sel's entry]  in  the  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  vessel  and  master]  from  [insert  the 
port  from  whence  they  arrived.] 


s| 

n 
II 


5 
I 


And  in  respect  to  the  said  imported  articles, 

f>roof  shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  col- 
ector  and  naval  officer,  where  there  is  any  naval 
officer,  by  the  oath  of  the  person  or  persons  (in- 
cluding the  exporter  or  exporters,)  through  whose 
hands  the  said  articles  shall  have  passed,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  re- 
specting the  due  importation  of  the  said  articles 
aeeording  to  Law,  and  in  conformity  to  such  notice 
of  their  identity,  and  of  the  payment,  or  securing 
the  payment  of  the  duties  thereupon:  Fiwided, 
That  if  through  actual  stckoess  or  absence  of  the 
importer  or  other  person,  through  whose  hands 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  intended  to 
be  so  exported  ma^  have  passed,  and  no:  other- 
wise, the  proof  required  of  ttiem,  or  either  of  them 
shall  and  may  be  accepted  of  from  their  known 
afeni,  factor,  or  the  person  who  usually  transacts 
their  business:  And  the  said  collector  shall  direct 
the  surveyor,  where  any,  to  inspect  or  cause  to  be 
inspected,  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so 
notified  for  exportation,  and  if  they  shall  be  found 
to  correspond  fully  with  the  notice  and  proof  con- 
cerning the  same,  the  said  collector,  together  with 
the  naval  officer,if  any  there  be,shalt  grant  a  per- 
mit for  ladinc  the  same  on  board  of  the  shij)  or 
Teasel  namea  in  such  notice  and  entrv,  as  afore- 
said ;  which  lading  shall  be  perfunned  under  the 
superintendence  or  the  officer  by  whom  the  same 
shall  have  been  so  inspected;  and  the  said  ex- 
porter or  exporters  shall  likewise  make  oath  that 
the  said  goods,  so  noticed  for  exportation,  and 
laden  on  ward  such  ship  or  vessel,  previous  to  the 
•  deuanoe  thereof,  on  within  ten  days  after  such 


clearance,  are  truly  intended  to  be  exported  to  the 
place  whereof  notice  shall  have  been  given, 
and  are  not  intended  to  be  relanded  withm  the 
United  States,  otherwise  the  said  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  drawback.  And  the  form  of  the  direction 
to  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  where  any,  or  to  the 
officer  who  may  inspect  the  said  goods ;  and  the 
permit  for  ladmg  the  said  goods  for  exportation, 
shall  be  as  follows : 


-.port  of 


District  of  - 

The  surveyor  will  cause  thearticles  specified  in 
[insert  the  name  of  the  person  making  entry]  en- 
try to  be  examined,  and  if  found  to  agree  exactly 
therewith,  will  have  them  [weighed,  gauged,  or 
measured,  as  the  case  may  require]  and  then  per- 
mit the  same  to  be  laden  on  board  the  [insert  the 
denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
master's  name}- master,  for  [insert  the  port  of  des- 
tination] for  benefit  of  drawback. 

A.  B.,  CoOector. 

C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 
To  the  Sitneyor  of  the  Port  of  . 

And  in  cases  where  the  persons  making  entry, 
as  aforesaid,  are  the  persons  by  whcwn  the  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  intended  to  be  exported, 
were  originally  imported  into  the  United  Stateoj, 
the  said  entry  shall,  after  the  landing  of  the  said 
goods,  be  verified  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

I  [insert  the  name]  do  solemnly,  sincerely  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  articles  specified 
in  the  abovcj  or  annexed  entry,  were  imported  by 
me  [or  consigned  to  me,  as  the  case  may  be]  in 
the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves- 
sel] whereof  [insert  the  name]  was  master,  from 
[insert  the  name  of  the  port  or  place  where  from] 
that  they  were  duly  entered  bjr  me  at  the  custom- 
house of^  this  port,  and  the  duties  paid,  [or  secured 
to  be  paid  thereon,  as  the  case  may  be]  that  they 
are  the  same  in  quantity,  quality,  package  [and 
value,  if  articles  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty]  as 
at  the  time  of  importation,  necessary  or  unavoid- 
able wastage  or  damage  only  excepted,  and  are 
now  actuaDy  laden  on  hoard  the  [insert  denomi- 
nation and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert 
the  name]  is  master ;  and  that  they  are  truly  in- 
tended to  oe  exported  by  me  in  the  said  vessel,  to 
the  port  of  [insert  the  name  of  the  port  or  place] 
and  are  not  intended  to  be  re-landed  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.   So  help  me  God. 

And  the  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  by  the 
importer,  when  goods  are  sold,  to  be  exported  by 
another  person,  shall  be  as  follows: 

I.  [insert  the  name,]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  articles  specified 
in  the  above  or  annexed  entry,  as  imported  by, 
[or  consigned  to  me,  as  the  ease  may  bej  were 
truly  imported  by  or  consigned  to  me  in  the  [in- 
sert denomination  or  name  of  the  vessel]  wheretrf" 
[insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert  the  pott 
or  place,]  that  they  were  duly  entered  by  me  at 

the  custom  house  of  ,  and  the  duties  theretm 

paid,  [or  secured  to  be  paid,  as  the  case  amy  be  J 
that  they  were  the  same  in  quantity,  qualitf, 
package,  necessary  or  unaToidable  wastage  oc 
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damage  only  excepted,  [and  value,  if  articles  pay- 
ine  an  ad  valorem  duty,]  at  the  time  of  sale  or 
delivery  to  [insert  ihe  name  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons to  whom  sold  or  destined]  as  at  the  time  of 
importation.   So  help  me  Qod. 

And  the  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  where 
goods  are  exported  by  a  person  other  than  the  im- 
porter, shall  be  as  follows : 

I,  [insert  the  name,!  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  (or  affimi)  that  the  articles  specified 
in  the  above  or  annexed  entry,  were  purchased  by 
me,  of  finsert  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons 
from  whom  purchased]  that  they  are  now  actually 
laden  on  board  of  the  [insert  the  denomination 
and  name  of  the  vessel]  whereof  [insert  the  name] 
is  master,  and  were  at  the  time  ot  such  lading,  and 
are  now  the  same  in  quantity,  quality,  pacliage, 
necessary  or  unavoidable  wastage  or  damage  only 
excepted,  [and  value,  if  articles  paying  an  ad  va- 
lorem dut^,]  as  at  the  time  of  purchase,  that  they 
are  truly  intended  to  be  exported  by  me,  in  the 
said  vessel,  to  the  port  of  [insert  the  name  of  the 
port  or  place]  and  are  not  intended  to  be  relanded 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  So  help 
me  Ood. 

And  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  taken  by  any 
other  person  than  the  importer  or  exporter  of  the 
merchandise,  who  may  have  bought  and  sold  the 
same,  or  in  whose  possession  the  same  may  have 
been,  shall  be  as  follows : 

I.  [insert  the  name,]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  articles  of  mer- 
chandise speciBed  in  this  entry,  were  purchased 
by  me  from  [insert  the  name  of  the  person  from 
whom  purchased]  and  were  sold  by  me  to  [insert 
the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  sold]  and  that 
they  were  not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  or 
belief,  altered,  or  in  any  respect  changed,  in  quan- 
tity, quality,  value,  or  package,  necessary  or  una- 
TOiaable  wastage  or  damage  only  exceptedj  while 
in  my  possession,  or  from  the  time  of  said  pur- 
chase until  the  time  of  said  eale.  So  help  me 
God. 

Sec.  77.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
districts  from  which  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise may  be  exported,  subject  to  drawback,  be 
only  the  districts  of  origmal  importation,  and 
those  ports  at  which  vessels  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  the  same, 
are  permitted  to  make  entry  :  Provided,  n&Krthe- 
l€98,  That  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as 
are  imported  into  a  district  other  than  the  one 
from  whence  they  are  to  be  exported,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  drawback,  unless  they  shall  be  accom- 

Sanied  with  a  certificate  from  the  collector  of  the 
istriet,  and  naval  officer  of  the  same,  if  any  there 
be,  into  which  they  were  originally  imported,  spe- 
cifying the  marks,  numbers,  and  descriptions,  of 
the  casks,  or  other  packages,  with  the  names  of 
the  master  and  vessel  In  which,  the  time  when, 
and  the  place  from  whence  they  were  imported, 
and  where  the  articles  are  subject  to  duty,  by 
weight,  measure,  or  gausre,  the  qoaoiity  thereof ; 
and  where  they  are  articles  subject  to  doty  ad  va- 
lorem, the  nen  amount  of  each  package,  on  which 
duty  has  been  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid ;  and  in 


all  cases  the  amount  ol  the  duties  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  paid  thereon,  and  by  whom,  and  the  names  of 
tlie  vessel  and  master,  in  which  they  are  shipped 
from  such  district,  anil  by  whom ;  and  in  order  to 
entitle  any  one  to  such  certificate,  he,  she,  or  they, 
shall  make  out  an  entry  of  all  such  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  specifying  the  marks,  numbers, 
and  descriptions  of  the  casks  or  packages,  and 
their  contents,  the  names  of  the  master  and  vessel 
in  which,  the  time  when,  by  whom,  and  the  place 
from  which,  they  were  imported,  the  names  of  the 
master  and  vessel  in  which  they  are  intended  lobe 
laden,  and  district  in  the  United  States  to  which 
they  are  destined ;  and  shall,  moreover,  prove  the 
truth  of  such  entry,  in  like  manner  as  is  before 
required,  for  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  ex- 
ported from  a  district  of  original  importationr 
which  requisites  beiog  complied  with,  aiid  the 
collector  and  naval  officer,  if  any  there  be^  satis- 
fied therewith,  they  shall  grant  such  certificate;, 
and  such  ^ods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be 
entered  with  the  collector  of  the  district  into 
which  they  shall  be  brought  from  the  port  or  place 
of  their  original  importation,  by  the  person  or 
persons  so  importing  them,  or  to  whom  they  may 
he  consigned,  specifying  the  names  of  the  ma^ 
and  vessel  in  which,  and  the  district  from  whence 
they  are  imported,  together  with  the  particulars 
of  the  packages,  their  marks,  numbers,  and  thet 
contents,  and  sball  obtain  a  permit  for  the  same 
previous  to  the  landing  or  unlanding  thereol'-, 
and  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  landed 
without  such  entry  being  made,  and  permit  ob- 
tained, shall  not  be  entitled  to  be  exported,  subject 
to  drawback. 

And  the  form  of  an  entry  of  goods  to  he  traDS~ 
ported  coastwise,  for  the  purpose  of  being  export- 
ed from  another  district,  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, shall  be  as  follows: 

Entry  of  merchandise  intended  to  be  shipped 
by  [insert  the  name  or  names]  on  board  the  [in- 
sert the  denomination  and  name  of  vessel]  where- 
of [insert  the  name]  is  master,  for  [insert  the  port 
and  district  where  bound]  to  be  exported  from 
thence  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  which  were 
imported  into  this  district  on  the  [insert  the  dale 
of  the  vessel's  entry  in  which  they  were  import- 
ed] by  [insert  the  name  of  the  importer]  in  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessd^ 
and  master's  name]  from  [insert  the  name  of  the 
foreign  port  or  place.] 
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And  the  form  of  a  eerttfieate  for  the  transporta- 
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tion  coastwise,  of  goods  intended  to  be  exported 
to  another  district,  to  be  graoted  in  pursuance  of 
the  entry  aforesaid,  shall  Be  as  follows : 

District  of  ,  pori  of  . 

We  certify^  that  the  merchandise  hereinafter 

specified,  which  are  now  shipped  by   ,  on 

board  the  — ,  of  ,  masta-,  bound  for  the 

port  of  ,  were  duly  imported  into  this  dis* 

trict,  on  the         day  of  ,  by  ^  in  the 

— ,  of  — ,  master,  from   ^  and  the  duties 

thereon  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  according  to 
lav. 


Packsgai,  otnitenti, 
value,  and  rates  of 
du^  coikcted  or 
Mcured. 


Here  insert  each  pack- 
age in  detail,  the  con- 
tents, quality,  and  va- 
loe,  if  articles  subject 
to  duties  ad  valorem, 
with  the  rates  of  do^ 
collected  or  secured,  as 
the  case  may  mqoire. 


The  amount  of  duties,  paid  or  secured,  being 
— —  dollars. 

A.  B.,  Collector. 

C.  D.  Naval  Officer. 
And  the  form  of  an  entry  for  ^oods  arriving 
coastwise,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  asafore- 
said,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  drawback, 
shall  be  as  follows : 

Botry  of  merchandise  transported  coastwise,  for 
[insert  the  name  or  names  of  the  consignee]  in 
the  [insert  denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  from  [insert 
the  name  of  the  port  or  district^  for  the  purpose 
of  bein^  exported  from  the  district  of  [insert  the 
district  in  which  they  are  to  be  unladen]  for  the 
bene6t  of  drawback;  which  were  imported  tn  the 
district  of  [i'-.sert  the  district  of  original  Importa- 
tion] on  the  [insert  the  date  of  importation]  by 
[insert  the  importer's  name]  in  tne  [insert  the 
denomination  and  name  of  the  ves&el,  and  mas- 
ter's name,  from  [insert  the  foreign  port  or  place 
from  whence  imported.] 


Marks. 

Nombers. 

Padu^ 

Contents. 

And,  on  making  the  said  entry,  an  oath  or  af- 
firmation shall  be  taken,  which  shall  be  of  the 
form  following,  to  wit : 

I,  [insert  the  name,]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  [or  affirm]  according  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  entry  by  me 
subscribed  is  just  and  true,  that  the  merchandise 
therein  mentioned  bare  been  duly  imported  and 


the  duties  thereupon  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
according  to  taw. 

And  the  form  of  a  permit  for  unlading  goods 
transported  coastwise,  with  a  certificate  as  afore- 
said for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  drawback,  shall 
be  as  follows ; 

Port  of  

Permit  [insert  the  name  of  the  person  making- 
entry]  to  land  from  on  board  the  [insert  denomi- 
nation and  name  of  vessel,  and  name  of  master] 
master  from  [insert  the  port  and  district  from 
which  arrived,  and  the  number  of  packages  and 
conteots,  with  their  marks  and  numbers,  agreeably 
to  entry]  having  been  brought  coastwise  from 
thence,  K>r  the  purpose  of  being  exported  from 
this  district,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 

A.  B.,  CoUector. 
C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 

To  the  Surveyor  of  the  port  of  . 

Sec.  78.  And  be  ii fvrdur  enacted.  That  when 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  salgeet  to  draw- 
back,  shall  be  entered  for  exportation  from  any 
other  district  than  the  one  into  which  they  were 
originally  imported,  the  person  intending  to  ex- 
port  the  same,  besides  producing  the  certificate 
hereinbefore  directed,  shall  give  the  same  notice, 
and  make  entry  in  like  manner,  and  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  therein  expressed,  shall 
undergo  the  same  examination,  and  shall  be  laden 
on  board  under  relations,  in  all  respects  con- 
formable to  whflt  13  required  by  law,  relatirefto 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  to  draw- 
back, and  intended  to  be  exported  from  the  place 
of  original  importation. 

Sec.  79.  AtuL  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  and  mmhandise,  dulf  imported  into 
ettiber  of  the  districts  of  Philadelphia.  New  York 
and  Baltimore,  or  into  the  ports  of  Boston  and 
Providence,  which  shall  be  transported  in  part  by 
water,  and  in  part  by  land  conveyance,  from  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  way  of  Burlington, 
Bordenton,  Lamoerton.  or  New  Brunswick  and 
South  Amboy,  to  New  York;  or  fix)m  the  port  of 
New  York,  by  the  way  of  South  Amboy.  New 
Brunswick,  or  Laraberton,  Bordentown,  or  Bur- 
lington, to  Philadelphia ;  or  from  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  by  the  way  ol  Wilmington.  Newport, 
Christiana  Bridge,  New  Castle,  Port  Penn,  or 
Appoquinimink  and  Elkton,  Frenchtowo,  or  Bo- 
hemia, to  Baltimore;  or  from  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, by  the  way  of  Elkton,  Bohemia,  or  French- 
town,  and  Port  Penn,  Appoquinimink.  Newcas- 
tle, Christiana  Bridge,  Newport  or  Wilmington, 
to  Philadelphia,  and  which  being  imported  into 
Philadelphia,  shall  be  exported  from  Baltimore  or 
New  York,  or  being  imported  into  Baltimore  or 
New  York,  shall  Ik  exported  from  Philadelphia, 
or  shall  be  transported  by  land  conveyance,  irom 
Boston  to  Providence,  by  the  post  road,  or  from 
Providence  to  Boston  by  the  same  road,  and 
which  being  imported  into  Boston,  shall  be  ex- 
ported from  Providence,  or  being  imported  into 
Providence,  shall  be  exported  from  Boston;  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  drawback  of  the  du- 
ties, upon  exportation  to  any  foreign  port  or  plac* 
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under  the  same  provisions,  regulations,  restric- 
tions, and  limitations,  as  if  the  said  goods^  wares, 
«nd  merchandise^  were  traospoitetl  coastwise  from 
one  to  another  of  the  said  districts,  and  also  upon 
die  cooditioDs  foUowiog.  to  wit :  That  due  entry 
^hall  be  made  with  the  collector  of  the  districl, 
from  which  it  shall  be  intended  to  iraoMport  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  in  like 
manner  as  is  required  in  respect  to  the  tran^port- 
■ation  thereof  coastwise,  in  pursuance  of  this  act; 
and  the  said  collector  shall  cause  the  goods,  wares, 
aod  merchandise,  so  entered,  to  be  inspected  and 
marked  in  durable  characters,  by  an  officer  of  the 
customs,  with  the  name  of  the  said  officer,  and 
the  date  on  which  such  inspection  shall  be  made ; 
and  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  iransportatioD 
thereof,  as  aforesaid,  therein  designating  tne  route, 
and  expressing  the  marks,  numbers,  and  contents, 
of  each  chest,  liale,  box,  or  other  package,  and  all 
other  particuurs  r«]uired  by  this  ac^  to  m  inserted 
in  a  certiBcate,  for  the  transportation  coastwise, 
of  goods  entitled  to  drawback,  and  shall  and  may, 
whenever  he  may  deem  the  same  necessarv  for 
the  security  of  the  revenue,  cause  each  chest,  bale, 
box,  Of  other  package,  so  permitted  to  be  trans- 
ported, to  besecnred  with  proper  fostenings  or  un- 
der the  seal  of  his  office ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  transported  un- 
der a  permit  as  aforesaid,  and  within  twenty-four 
hours  thereafter,  report  and  entry  shall  be  made 
to  the  collector  of  the  district,  as  in  the  case  of 
goods  transported  coastwise,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
at  which  time  the  permit  aforesaid  shall  be  surren- 
dered, and  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  inspected  and  compared  therewith;  and,  on 
being  found  to  agree,  shall  be  entitled  to  draw- 
back, on  the  exportation  thereof  to  a  foreign  port 
or  place,  and  not  otherwise.   And  if  any  goods, 
wafes,  or  merchandise,  so  permitted  to  be  trans- 
ported as  aforesaid,  shall  be  transported  by  any 
other  route  than  that  expressed  in  the  permit  to  be 
granted  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  be  accompanied 
with  the  said  permit,  or  if  due  entry  shall  not  be 
made,  at  the  port  of  arrival,  as  above  required,  and 
if  the  permit,  gran  ted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  sur- 
rendered, or  if  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  unpacked,  or  the  contents,  or 
any  part  thereof,  changed  before  entry  and  inspec- 
tion at  the  port  of  arrival,  as  above  required,  or  if 
any  mark,  fastening,  or  seal,  placed  thereon  by  di- 
rection of  any  officer  of  the  customs,  shall  be  de- 
laced  or  broken,  in  each  and  every  such  case  the 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in  respect  to  which 
such  omission  or  wrong  dolnj;  shall  happen,  or 
the  value  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  recovered 
of  the  person  or  persons  making  default  in  either 
of  the  cases  aforesaid. 

Sec.  80.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted  That  for  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to  draw- 
oack,  which  shall  be  exported  from  the  district 
into  which  they  were  originally  imported,  the  ex- 
porter or  exporters  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from 
the  collector  of  such  district,  a  debenture  or  de- 
bentures, for  the  ainount  of  thedrawback,  to  which 
such  eoods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  entitled, 
payable  at  ^e  same  time  or  times,  respectively. 


on  which  the  duties  on  the  said  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  shall  become  due.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  collector  to  discharge  such 

'  deheotiires  out  of  the  product  of  the  duties  arising 
on  the  importation  of  the  goods  exported  as  afoie* 

,  said. 

Provided,  That  in  respect  to  any  goods,  wans, 
or  merchandise,  on  which  the  whole  or  any  in- 
j  slalment  of  the  duties  shall  have  been  paid  prior 
'  to  an  entry  for  exportation,  the  debenture  for  tbf 
amount  of  the  drawback  of  such  duties  as  shall 
have  been  paid,  shall  be  made  payable  in  fifteen 
days,  to  be  computed  from  thetime  of  signing  the 
bond,  to  be  given  as  hereinafter  directed.  And 
provided,  That  all  debentures  shall  be  issued  aod 
made  payable  to  the  original  importer  or  impcHi- 
ers  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merebandise.  entered 
for  exportation,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  re- 
quested, in  writing,  by  ih^  exporter  or  exporter, 
and  not  otherwise. 

Aod  where  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
are  exported  from  any  other  district  than  the  one 
into  wnich  they  were  originally  imported,  it  sfaiU 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of  such  district,  lege- 
ther  with  the  naval  officer  thereof,  where  tbere  is 
one,  to  grant  to  the  exporter  or  exporters  a  certifi* 
caie,  expressing  that  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, were  exported  from  such  district,  with 
the  marks,  numbers,  and  descriptions,  of  the  pack- 
ages and  their  contents,  the  names  of  the  maater 
and  vessel  in  which,  and  the  port  to  which  they 
were  exported,  and  by  whom,  and  the  names  of 
the  vessel  and  master  in  which  they  were  brought, 
and  by  whom  shipped  at  the  district  from  wh^ce 
they  came,  and  the  amount  of  the  drawback  to 
which  they  are  entitled  ;  and  such  certificate sfasU 
entitle  the  possessor  thereof  to  receive  from  the 
collectorof  the  district  with  whom  the  duties  on  the 
said  goods  were  paid,  or  secured  to  be  naitLadebfli- 
ture  or  debentures,  for  the  amount  of  the  iLmwbidc 
expressed  in  the  said  certificate  orcertificatesipaya- 
ble  at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  manner,  is  b 
herein  directed  for  debentures  on  goods,  wares,  w 
merchandise,  exported  from  the  port  or  place 
original  Importation:  Provided,  tuverthdest,  That 
the  collector  aforesaid  may  refuse  to  grant  soeh 
debenture  or  debentures,  in  case  it  shall  appear  lo 
him  that  any  error  has  arisen,  or  any  fraud  has 
been  committed  ;  and  in  case  of  such  refusal,  if  the 
debenture  or  debentures  claimed  shall  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
collector  to  represent  the  case  to  the  Comptroller 
ot  the  Treasury,  who  shall  determine  whether  such 
debenture  or  debentures  shall  be  granted  or  not. 
Atid  provided  aliDavt,  That  in  no  case  of  an  ex- 
portation of  goods  snail  a  drawback  be  paid,  until 
the  duties  on  the  importation  thereof  shall  btre 
been  first  received. 

And  the  form  of  a  certificate  to  be  granted  on 
the  exportation  to  a  foreign  port,  of  gCKtds,  wares, 
or  merchandise  from  a  district  other  than  the  dis- 
trict into  which  such  goods  were  originally  im- 
ported, shall  be  as  follows : 
District  of  ,  port  of  .- 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  merchandise  herein- 
after specified,  which  were  imported  ioto  tbe 
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district  of  ,  on  the           of  ,  by   , 

in  the  of  —  master,  from  ,  and  landed 

in  this  district,  in  the  month  of  ,  out  of  the 

— ,  of master  from  ,  (having  been  pre- 

Tiotialy  entered  at  this  office,  by  — -,)  hare  been 

exported  hence  by  ,  in  the  ,  belonging 

to  ,  master,  bouDd  for  — ,  having  been  pre- 

Tiously  inapected  and  (weighed,  gauged,  ur  meas- 
ured, as  the  case  may  require,)  and  that  the  said 

—   .  with  — ,  both  of  ,  have  entered  into 

a  bond  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  in  that  case  made 
and  provided. 


UMlkM. 


Noaben. 


Packages,  cootents,  and 
rates  of  dnties. 


Here  ioaert,  in  detaili 
the  ptckagea  exported, 
thor  quali^  and  ooo* 
tents,  the  value,  if  arti- 
cles subject  to  duties  ad 
valorem,  the  tare,  if  ar- 
ticles on  which  tare  ia 
allowed,  and  the  rates  of 
duties. 


Amount  of 
duties. 


Nett  amount  of  drawbacks  payable,  —  dollars 
and  cents. 

A.  B.,  ColUctor, 
CD.,  NatxtK^cer. 
And  the  form  of  the  debentures  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  as  follows : 

iVi».  — ,  distru^  <^—-,joort  of  ; 

Uebeninrt  for  — . 

In  pursuance  of  law,  I  hereby  certify  that  the 
sum  of  [here  insert  the  amount}  wilt  be  due  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  payable  at  this  of- 
fice, to  [here  insert  the  name  of  the  exporter,  or 
bis  known  agent  or  attorney,}  or  order,  on  the 
f  here  insert  the  time  when  payable,}  for  drawback 
or  duties  on  merchandise  imported  by  [here  insert 
the  name  of  the  importer  and  the  denomination 
and  name  of  the  vtissel  in  which  they  were  im- 
ported.] and  exported  by  the  said  [here  insert  the 
name  of  the  exporter.]  Provided  the  duties  aris- 
ing on  the  imporlaiion  of  the  said  merchandise 
shall  have  been  discharged  prior  to  the  said  time. 

A.  B.,  CoUeetor. 

CouDieraigned,  C.  D.,  Naval  Officer. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  credit  of 
the  said  debentures,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the 
debentures  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid  shall  be  asbigo- 
able  by  delivery  and  endorsement  of  the  parties, 
who  may  receive  the  same ;  and  in  all  caaea  where 
payment  shall  be  refused  by  the  collectors  of  the 
omricts  where  the  said  debentures  were  granted, 
in  consequence  of  the  non-payment  of  the  duties 
^riiieh  accrued  on  the  importation  of  the  goods  for 
which  such  debentures  were  issued,  for  a  longer 
time  than  three  days  after  the  same  aball  have  been 
due  and  payable,  said  refusal  to  be  proved  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  thecaseof  non-payment  of  bills 
iMf  exchange,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  possessor  or 
assignee  of  any  debenture^  upon  which  payment 
has  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  to  institute  and  main- 
tain, in  the  proper  circuit  or  district  court  of  the 


United  States,  a  suit  against  the  person  to  whom 
such  debenture  was  originally  granted,  or  against 
any  endorser  thereof,  whereby  to  recover  the 
amount  of  such  debenture,  with  interest,  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time 
when  the  same  became  due  and  payable.  And  in 
all  suits  for  the  recovery  of  money  upon  deben- 
tures issued  by  the  collectors  of  tne  customs  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  in  which 
such  suits  shall  be  pending,  to  grant  judgment 
at  the  return  term,  unless  the  defendant  or  defen- 
dants shall,  in  open  court,  exhibit  some  plea,  on 
oath  oraffirmaiion,  by  which  the  court  shall  be  sat- 
isfied that  a  continuance,  until  the  next  succeeding 
term,  is  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  justice;  in 
which  case,and  not  otherwise,a  continuance  until 
the  next  term  may  be  granted. 

Sec.  81.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  before 
the  receipt  of  any  debenture,  in  case  of  exporta- 
tion from  the  district  of  original  importation,  and 
in  case  of  exportation  from  any  other  district, 
before  the  receipt  of  any  such  certificate,  as  ia 
herein  before  Teqnired  to  be  granted,  the  person 
applying  for  aaco  debenture  or  certificate  shall, 
previous  to  such  receipt,  and  before  the  clearance 
of  the  vessel  in  which  the  merchandise  were  laden 
for  exportation,  or  within  ten  days  after  aueh 
clearance,  give  pond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
the  satisfoction  of  the  coUeci«M-,  who  is  to  grant 
such  debenture  or  certificate,  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  sum 
for  which  such  debenture  or  certificate  is  granted, 
conditioned,  that  the  said  goods,  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  not  be  re-landed  in  any  port  or  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said 
exporter  or  expOTters  shall  produce,  within  the 
time  herein  limited,  the  proofs  and  certificates  re- 
quired of  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
baring  been  delivered  without  the  limits  aforesaid. 

And  the  form  of  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  as 
follows: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  — — 
of  the  —  of  —  are  held  and  firmly  bound  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of  — — 
for  the  pavment  of  which,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  by  these  pre- 
sents. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  this  day  of 

 one  thousand  . 

Whereas  the  following  merchandise  has  been 
duly  imported  into  the  United  States,  to  wit :  [here 
particularize  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the 
several  articles  were  imported,  the  denomination 
and  name  of  the  vessel,  master's  name,  from  whence 
into  what  district,  and  when  imported,  t<»ethec 
with  the  marks,  numbers,  description  of,  and  niun- 
ber  of  packages,  with  their  contents]  which  said 
merchandise  hath  been  re-ahipped  by  the  above 

bounden  ,  in  order  to  export  the  same  in  the 

 of  — •  master,  now  in  the  port  of  — —  and 

bound  for  — . 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  therefore  is 
such,  that  if  the  aforesaid  recited  merchandise,  or 
any  part  thereof,  be  not  relanded  in  any  pott  or 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and 
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if  the  cerrificatesand  other  proofs  required  by  taw 
of  the  delivery  of  the  same  at  the  aforesaid  port  of 

 or  at  any  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of 

the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  produced 
at  this  office,  within  —-  from  the  date  hereof, 
,     then  this  obligatioa  shall  be  null  and  void,  but 
•    otherwise  to  remaia  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Sealed  aod  ddivered  in  the  presence  of—. 
That  all  bonds  which  may  be  given  for  any 

Stods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  exported  from  the 
nited  States,  and  on  which  any  drawback  of  du- 
ties or  allowance  shall  be  payable,  in  virtue  of  such 
exportation,  shall  and  may  be  discharged,  and  not 
otherwise,  by  producing  within  one  year  from  the 
date  thereof,  if  the  exportation  be  made  to  any 
port  of  Europe  or  America,  or  within  two  years  if 
made  to  any  part  of  Asia  or  Africa,  a  certificate 
under  the  hand  of  the  consignee  at  the  foreign  port 
or  place  to  whom  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  have  been  addressed,  therein  par- 
ticularly setting  forth  and  describing  the  articles 
so  exported,  iheir  marks,  numbers,  Mscription  of 
packages,  the  number  thereof,  and  their  wstnal  con- 
tents, and  declaring  that  the  same  have  been  re- 
ceived by  them,  from  on  board  the  vessel,  specify- 
ing the  names  of  the  master  and  vessel,  from  which 
they  were  so  received,  and  where  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  are  not  consigned  or  ad- 
dressed to  any  particular  person  at  the  forei^  port 
or  place  to  which  the  ship  or  vessel  is  destined,  or 
may  arrive,  but  where  the  master  or  other  person 
on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  the  conHignee 
of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  a  certim:ate 
from  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  may  be  sold  or  delivered 
by  such  master  or  other  person,  shall  be  produced 
to  the  same  efiect  as  that  required  if  the  person  or 
persons  receiving  the  same  were  originally  intend- 
ed to  be  the  consignee  or  consigneea  thereof.  And, 
in  addition  to  the  certificate  aforesaid,  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  produce  a  certificate  under  the  band 
and  seal  of  the  consul  or  agent  of  the  United  Slates 
residing  at  the  said  place,  declaring  either  thai  the 
facts  stated  in  the  certificate  of  such  consignee,  or 
other  person  aforesaid,  are  to  his  knowledge  true, 
or  that  such  certificate  is  deserving  of  full  faith 
and  credit;  which  certificates  of  the  consignee  or 
other  person,  aod  consul  or  agent,  shall,  in  an  cases, 
as  respects  the  landing  or  delivery  of  the  said  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  be  confirmed  by  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  master  and  mate,  if  living,  or 
in  case  of  their  death,  by  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  two  principal  surviving  officers  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  m  which  the  exportation  fihall  be  made  ; 
and  in  all  cases  where  there  shall  be  no  consul  or 
aoent-  of  the  United  States  residing  at  the  said 
I&ee  of  delivery,  the  certificate  of  ue  consignee, 
or  other  person  herein  before  required,  shall  be 
confirmed  by  the  certificate  of  two  renntabie  Ameri- 
can merchants  residing  at  the  said  place ;  or  if  there 
are  no  such  American  merchants,  then  by  the  cer- 
tificate of  two  reputable  foreign  merchants,  testify- 
ing that  the  several  foots  stated  in  such  consignee 
or  other  person's  certificate,  are,  to  their  knowledge, 
just  and  true,  or  that  such  certificate  is,  in  their 
opmion,  worthy  of  full  faith  and  credit;  which 


certificate  shall  aUo  be  supported  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  master  and  male,  or  other  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  vessel,  in  manner  as  before  {»e- 
scrihed,  which  oath  or  amrmation  of  the  saidmi*- 
ter  and  mate,  or  other  principal  officers,  shall,  ii 
all  cases,  when  taken  at  a  foreign  port  or  place,  lie 
taken  and  subscribed  before  the  consul  or  ag»i  of 
the  United  States,  residing  at  such  foreign  port  or 
place,  if  any  such  consul  or  agent  reside  thereat 

And  in  cai^es  of  loss  by  sea,  or  by  capture  (s 
oth«  unavoidable  accident;  or  when,  from  the 
nature  of  the  trade,  the  proofs  and  certificates  b^ 
fore  required  are  not  and  cannot  be  iffocared^tlie 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  be  allowed  to  adduce 
to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  exportation  sneli 
other  proofs  as  they  may  have,  and  as  the  naiore 
of  the  case  will  admit ;  which  proofs  shall,  witha 
statement  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
transaction,  within  the  knowledge  of  such  coUec- 
tor,  be  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  shall  have  power  to  allow  a  further  rea- 
sonable time  for  obtaining  the  proofs  aforesaid; 
or  if  he  be  satisfied  with  the  truth  and  validity 
the  proofs  adduced,  to  direct  the  bond  or  bon«of 
such  exporter  or  exporters  to  be  cancelled :  Pro- 
vided, That  if  the  amount  of  such  bond  shall  not 
exceed  the  penal  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  the 
collector,  with  the  naval  officer  where  there  it  one, 
and  alone  where  there  is  none,  may,  pnrsnaDt  to 
such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  ComptroUer 
of  the  Treasury,  admit  such  proof  as  may  be  ad- 
duced ;  and  if  they  deem  the  same  satisfactory, 
cancel  such  bond  accordingly. 

And  the  form  of  the  certificate  of  a  conagim^ 
declaring  the  delivery  of  merchandise  ata  forofs 
port,  shall  be  as  follows : 

I,  [A.  A.,  or  we  B.  B.  and  C.  C.,]  of  the  [city 
or  town]  of  ■  [merchant  or  mercoants,  and  co- 
partners in  trade!  do  hereby  certify  that  the  goodi 
or  merchandise,  herein  after  d«cnbed,  have  bees 
landed  in  this  tcity»  town,  or  port]  between  the 

 and  —  days  of  —  from  on  board  the — 

of  — ■ —  whereof  G.  Q.  is  at  present  roaster,  viz: 
[here  insert  the  particular  articles  detivered,  in 
manner  following,  as  the  case  mav  require, namelf: 
A.  B.  No.  1.  a  10.  ten  hhds.  >  Containing  14000 
C.  D.  Nos.  3.  6,  9, 15,  4  tierces  K  pounds  of  co^ 
E.  F.  No.  14,  18,  22,  25,  27,  30,  33,  36.  Eight 

hogsheads,  containing  10,000  pounds  of  brown 

sugar. 

G.  H.  No.  21  a  30.   Ten  chests,  containing  TOO 

weight  of  hyson  tea. 
I.  K.  7, 16, 19.   Three  bales,  containing  160  piece 

of  nankeen — 
which,  according  to  the  bills  of  lading  for  the  same, 

were  anipped  on  Doard  the  at  the  port  of — 

in  the  United  States  of  America,  on  or  about  the 

 day  of        and  consigned  to  [me  or  to  us] 

by   of  aforesaid  merchant  [or  by  the 

master  of  the  said  .] 

Given  under  [my  or  our]  hands,  at  the  cityef 
 this  day  of  . 

And  the  form  of  the  oath  or  affirmation  ct  the 
principal  officers  of  a  vessel,  confirminr  the  lia^ 
of  merehandiae  at  a  foreign  port,  shaO  be  as  ftl- 
lows; 
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Port  of  . 

We,  O.  E.  master,  and  H.  H.  mate,  or  the  

of  ——  lately  arrived  from  the  port  of  in  tbe 

United  States  of  America,  do  solemnly  [swear  or 
affirm]  liuit  the  goods  or  merchandise  enumerated 
and  described  in  the  preceding  certificate,  dated 

the  day  of  and  signed  bjr  A.  A.,  of  the 

city  of  merchant,  were  actually  detirered  at 

the  said  port,  from  on  board  the  said  within 

the  time  specified  in  the  said  certificate. 

Sworn  or  afiirmed  at  the  city  of  ,  before  me, 

this  —  da^  of  . 

And  the  iorm  of  a  verification  of  the  delivery  of 
merchandise  at  a  foreign  port,  to  be  executed  by 
a  consul  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  as 
follows : 

I,  M.  M.  [consul  or  agent]  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  at  the  city  of  do  declare  that  the 

facts  set  forth  in  the  preceding  certificate,  sub- 
Bcribed  by  A.  A,  of  tbe  said  city,  merchant,  and 

dated  the  cmy  of  —  are  to  [my  knowledge 

just  and  trne,  or  are  in  my  opinion  just  and  true, 
and  deserving  full  faith  and  credit. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  ray 

office,  at  ,  this  day  of  — . 

M.  M.,  Cwmd. 
And  the  form  of  a  verification  of  the  delivery 
of  merchandise,  to  be  executed  by  American  or 
foreign  merchaots,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall 
be  as  follows : 

We  ,  residing  in  the  city  of  ,  do  declare 

that  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  certificate, 

signed  by  of  the  said  [city]  merchant,  on  the 

 day  of  — — ,  are  [to  our  knowledge  just  and 

true,  or  are  in  our  opinion  just  and  true,  and  wor- 
thy of  fall  faith  and  credit.]  We  also  declare  that 
there  is  fno  consul  or  other  public  agent  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  American  merchants, 
as  the  case  may  requirel  now  residing  at  this  place. 

Dated  at  the  city  of  ,  this  — —  day  of  . 

R.  S. 
T.  L. 

And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  consuls  or  agents 
of  the  United  States,  residing  at  the  foreign  ports, 
todemand  twenty-five  cents  for  administering  each 
oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  and  one  dollar  for 
granting  each  certificate  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  any 
consul  or  aeent  shall  demand  other  or  greater  fees, 
than  are  aTlowed  as  aforesaid,  his  bond  shall  be 
forfeited. 

Sec.  82.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  if  any 
^pods,  wares,  or  merchandiBe,  entered  for  exporta- 
tion, with  intent  todrawhaek  tbe  duties,  or  to  oh- 
tain  any  allowance  given  br  law  on  the  exporta- 
tion thereof,  shall  be  landed  within  any  port  or 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as 
aforesaid,  alt  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
shall  be  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  together 
with  the  ship  or  vessel  from  which  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  landed,  and  the  ves- 
sels or  boats  used  in  landing  the  same ;  and  the 
persons  concerned  therein  shall,  on  indictment  and 
conviction  thereof,  suffer  imprisonment  for  a  term 
Dot  exceeding  six  months;  and  for  discovery  of 
frauds,  and  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  mercbanaise, 


relanded  contrary  to  law.  the  several  officers,  es- 
tablished by  this  act,  shall  have  the  same  powers, 
and  in  case  of  seizure,  ihe  same  proceedings  shall 
be  had,  as  in  case  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  contrary  to  law. 

Sec.  83.  At^  be  Ujurther  enacted.  That  on  all 
pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  united  States, 
exported  therefrom,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  a- 
bounty  of  thirty  cents  per  barrel;  and  on  all  pro^ 
visions  salted  within  the  United  Slates  (dried  fish 
excepted)  there  be  allowed  and  paid  a  bounty 
of  twenty- five  cents  per  barrel,  to  oe  paid  by  the 
collector  of  tbe  district  from  which  the  same  shall 
be  so  exported,  without  any  deduction  or  abate- 
ment: Provided  always,  That  in  order  to  entitle 
the  exporter  or  exporters  of  such  pickled  fish  or 
salted  provisions  to  tbe  benefit  of  of  such  bounty  or 
allowance, the  said  exporter orexportersshall  make 
entry  with  the  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the 
disttiot,  from  whence  the  said  pickled  fish  or  salted 
provisions  are  intended  to  be  exported;  and  shall 
specify  in  such  entry  the  names  of  the  master  and 
vessel  in  which,  and  the  place  where  such  provia- 
ions  or  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported,  together 
with  the  particular  quantity  of  each,  whether 
pickled  fish  or  salted  provisions,  and  the  species 
thereof ;  and  proof  shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  collector  of  the  district  from  which  such 
articles  are  intended  to  be  exported,  and  of  the 
naval  officer  thereof,  where  any,  that  the  same,  if 
fish,  are  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States;  if 
salted  provisions,  that  they  were  salted  within  tbe 
United  States;  and  no  entry  shall  be  received  as 
aforesaid,  of  any  pickled  fish  or  salted  provisions, 
which  have  not  been  inspected  and  marked,  purMi- 
ant  to  the  inspection  laws  of  the  respective  States, 
where  inspection  laws  are  in  force,  in  regard  to- 
any  ptckled  fish  or  salted  provisions;  and  the  casks 
containing  such  Sah  or  provisions,  shall  be  branded 
with  tbe  words  "for  bounty,"  with  the  name  of 
the  inspector,  or  packer,  the  species  and  quantity  of 
the  fisQ  contained  therein,  and  the  name  of  the 
port  of  exportation ;  and  the  collector  ofsuchdistrict 
shall,  together  with  the  naval  officer,  where  there 
is  one,  grant  an  order  or  permit  for  an  inspector 
to  examine  the  pickled  fish  or  salted  provisions, 
or  both,  as  exfiressed  in  such  entry,  and  if  they 
correspond  therewith,  and  the  said  officer  is  fully 
satisfied  that  they  are^  if  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States,  or  if  provisions,  salted  therein^ 
to  lade  the  same  agreeably  to  such  entry  on  board 
the  ship  or  vessel  therein  expressed;  which  ladios 
shall  be  performed  under  the  superintendence  at 
the  officer  examining  tbe  same,  who  shall  make 
returns  of  theq  'amity  and  quality  ofpickl^  fish 
or  salted  provisions  so  laden  on  hoard,  in  virture 
of  such  order  or  permit,  to  the  officer  or  officers 
granting  the  same.   And  the  said  exporter,  or  ex- 
porters, when  the  lading  is  completed,  and  after 
returns  thereof  have  been  made,  as  above  directed, 
shall  make  oath,  or  affirmation,  tlutt  the  pickled 
fish,  or  salted  provisions,  expressed  in  such  entry, 
and  then  actually  laden  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel 
as  therein  expressed,  are  truly  and  bona  fide,  if 
pickled  fish,  of  the  fisheries  ot  the  United  States, 
if  salted  provisions,  salted  therein;  that  they  are 
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truly  iDteoded  to  be  exported  as  therein  specified, 
and  are  not  intended  to  be  re-laoded  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States;  and  shall  also  gire 
bond  in  double  the  amount  of  the  dnty,  bounty, 
or  allowance  to  be  received,  with  one  or  more 
svreties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the 
port  or  place  from  which  the  said  pickled  fish,  or 
salted  provisions,  are  intended  to  be  exported,  con- 
ditioned that  the  same  shall  be  landed  and  left  at 
some  foreiffn  port  or  place  without  the  limits  afore- 
said; which  Kinds  snail  be  cancelled  at  the  same 
periods,  and  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  re- 
spect to  bonds  given  on  the  exportation  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  entitled  to  drawback  of 
duties:  Provided  tUwaw,  That  the  said  bounty  or 
allowance  shall  not  be  paid  until  at  least  six 
months  after  the  exportation  of  such  pickled  fish, 
or  salted  provisions,  to  be  computed  from  the  date 
of  the  bond,  and  until  the  exporter  or  exporters 
thereof  shall  produce  to  the  collectors  with  whom 
such  outward  entry  is  made,  such  certificates,  or 
other  satisfactory  proof,  of  the  landing  of  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  as  is  heretofore  made  necessary  for 
cancelling  the  bonds  given  on  the  exportation  of 
goods  entitled  to  drawback  as  aforesaia:  Andpro- 
videdaho,  That  the  bounty  or  allowance  as  aiore- 
said;  shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  same  shall  amount 
to  ten  dollars  at  least  upon  each  entry. 

And  the  form  of  entry,  required  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  as  follows: 

Entry  of  fsaUed  provision  or  pickled  fish,  or 
both,  as  the  case  may  be,]  intended  to  he  exported 
for  the  benefit  of  bouoty,  by  [insert  the  name  of 
the  exporter,]  in  the  [insert  the  name  and  de- 
nomination of  the  vessel,]  whereof  [insert  the 
name  of  the  masterj  is  master,  bound  for  [insert 
the  port  of  destination.] 
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And  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  taken  by  the 
exporter  or  exporters  of  pickled  fish,  or  salted  pro- 
visions,  shall  be  in  manner  following: 

District  of  —  : 

I  [insert  the  name]  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  swear  (or  affirm)  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  that  the  [salted  provisions  or 
pickled  fish,  or  both,  as  the  case  may  bej  desig- 
nated in  the  annexed  entry,  dated  ■  — ,  and 
subscribed  with  my  name,  have  not  been  imported 
from  aoy  foreign  port  or  place,  but  are  truly  and 


bona  fide  [if  provisions]  salted  provisions,  cured 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States^  [or  if  &sb] 
picUed  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Stata; 
that  they  are  now  actually  ladeo  on  board  the 
[insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  vestel,] 
whereof  [insert  the  name]  is  master,  and  are  to  he 
exported  to  [insert  the  place  of  destinatim,]  and 
are  not  intended  to  be  landed  in  the  Unaiuofthe 
United  Sutes.    So  help  me  Ood. 

And  the  form  of  the  bond,  to  be  exeeoted  u 
aforesaid,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Enow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  , 

are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States 

of  America,  in  the  sum  of  ,  to  be  paid  to  the 

said  United  States;  for  the  payment  whereof,  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  adminit- 
trators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  im- 

ents;  sealed  with  our  seals,  dated  the  day  of 

 ,  in  the  -~-  year  of  the  indq>endence  oTthe 

United  States,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  . 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that, 
whoeas  the  above  bounden  — —  hath  entered  at 
the  custom-house  of  the  port  of  — ~  the  fdlow- 
ing  merchandise  [here  insert  the  number  of  pack- 
ages, with  their  contents,  together  with  their 
marks  and  numbers,]  for  the  purpose  of  being  ex- 
ported for  the  benefit  of  bounty,  in  the  [insert  de- 
nomination and  name  of  vessel.]  whereof  [insert 
name]  is  master,  for  [insert  name  of  the  placej  v 
per  entry  thereof  made  and  subscribed  hj  the 

aforesaid   ,  on  the           day  of  ;  which 

merchandise  has  been  laden  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  A.  B.,  an  inspector  of  the  ciutoms  for 

the  port  of  ,  as  per  return  thereof  annexed  to 

said  entry;  which  merchandise  is  now  actually  oa 

board  the  said  .  now  laying  in  the  port  of—, 

for  the  purpose  of  being  exported  as  aforesaid. 

Now,  therefore,  if  the  said  merchandise  abill 
not  be  re-landed  within  the  limits  of  the  United 

States,  but  shall  be  duly  exported  to  the  ,  or 

any  other  port  or  place,  without  the  limits  afore- 
said, then  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  oo 
effect,  otherwise  it  shall  remain  and  he  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  — ■ 

Sec.  84.  And  be  U  Jurthtr  enacted,  That  if  anr 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  which  entry  sball 
have  been  made  in  the  office  of  a  collector,  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback  or  bounty  upon  exporuiion, 
shall  be  entered  by  a  false  denomination,  or  erro- 
neously as  to  the  time  when,  and  the  vessel  io 
which,  they  were  imported,  or  shall  be  found  <o 
disagree  with  the  packages,  quantities,  or  qoali- 
ties,  as  they  were  at  the  time  of  original  importa- 
tion, except  such  disagreement  as  may  have  beoi 
occasioned  by  necessary  or  nnaToidable  wastage 
or  damage  only,  and  except  also  in  cases  vrtiw 
permission  shall  have  been  obtained  accordii^to 
law,  to  alter  or  change  the  quantities  or  padngcs 
thereof,  all  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  or 
the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  of  the  owner  or 
person  making  such  entry,  shall  be  forfeited. 
Frovided,  That  the  said  forfeiture  shall  not  be 
incurred,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  saiis- 
&ction  of  tbe  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the 
district,  if  there  be  a  naval  oBctVy  and  if  there  be 
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DO  naval  officer,  lo  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
collector,  or  of  the  court  in  which  a  prosecution 
for  the  forfeiture  shall  be  had,  that  such  false  de- 
DomiDatioD,  error,  or  disagreement,  happened  by 
mistake  or  accident,  aod  not  from  any  intention 
to  defraud  the  revenue. 

Sec.  65.  And  be  it  fuTther  enacted,  That  in 
all  cases  where  a  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  prevented 
by  ice  from  getting  to  the  port  or  place,  at  which 
her  cargo  is  intended  to  be  delivered,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  collector  of  the  district  in  H-hich 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  obstructed,  to  receive 
the  report  and  entry  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  naral  officer  (where  there 
is  one)  to  grant  a  permit  or  permits  for  uoladiog 
or  landing  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported in  sacfa  ship  or  Tcssel,  at  anv  place  within 
bis  district,  which  shall  appear  to  bim  most  god- 
TCirient  and  proper :  Provided  ahixtya,  That  the 
report  and  entry  of  such  !>hip  or  vessel,  and  her 
cargo,  or  my  part  thereof,  and  all  persons  con- 
cerned therein,  shall  be  under  the  subject  of  the 
same  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  penalties,  and 
inwTHtons,  as  if  the  said  ship  or  vessel  had  arrived 
at  the  port  of  her  destination,  and  had  there  pro- 
ceeded to  the  delivery  of  her  cargo. 

Sec  86.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  no 
officer  of  the  customs,  or  other  persoa  employed 
under  the  aut.^ority  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  in  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels, 
shall  own,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  act  as  agent,  attorney,  or  consignee  for 
the  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
any  cargo  or  lading  on  boarn  the  same;  nor  shall 
any  officers  of  the  customs,  or  other  person  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  as  aforesaid, 
import,  or  be  concerned  directly  or  indirectly  in 
the  importation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, for  sale,  into  the  United  States,  on  penalty 
that  every  person  so  offeodiDg,  and  being  thereof 
convictec,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  87.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  so 
mneh  of  the  twelfth  sectioo  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments,"  as  restricts  all  officers  of  the 
United  States,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
dnties  imposed  by  taw  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  shins  or  vessels,  from  buying  or 
dis)itMing  of  the  xanda  or  debts  of  the  uDited 
States,  or  of  any  State,  be  repealed.  j 

Sec  88.  Ar^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if! 
any  officer  of  the  enstoms  shall,  directly  or  indi- ; 
rectly,  take  or  receive  any  bribe,  reward,  or  re-  i 
compense,  for  conniving,  or  shall  connive  at  any  1 
false  entry  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  any  goods,  i 
Wares,  or  merchandise,  and  shall  be  convicted 
thereof,  every  such  officer  or  other  person  a^iall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred 
nor  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  for  each  of- 
fence ;  and  any  person  giving  or  offering  any  bribe, 
recompense,  or  reward,  for  any  such  deception, 
coUnsioQ,  and  fraud,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 


not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  each  ofience;  and,  in 
all  cases  where  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  by  this 
act  required,  from  a  master,  or  other  person,  bar- 
ing the  command  of  a  ship  or  vessel,  or  from  an 
owner  or  consignee  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, his,  her,  or  their  mctor,  or  a^ent,  and, 
generally,  whenever  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  re- 
quired from  any  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  if  the  person  so  swearing,  or 
affirming,  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  such  per- 
son shall,  on  indictment  and  conviction  thereof, 
be  liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  pre- 
scribed for  persons  convicted  of  wuful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury. 

Sec.  89.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  all 
penalties,  accruing  by  any  breach  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sued  for,  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit, 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
any  court  competent  to  try  the  same ;  and  the 
trial  of  any  fact,  which  may  be  put  in  issue,  shall 
be  within  the  judicial  district  in  which  any  snch 
penalty  shall  have  accrued^  and  the  cofleetor, 
within  whose  district  the  seizure  shall  be  made, 
or  forfeiture  incurred,  is  hereby  enjoined  to  caase 
suits  for  the  same  to  be  commenced  without  de- 
lay, and  prosecuted  to  effect ;  and  is,  moreover, 
authorized  to  receive  from  the  court  within  which 
such  trial  is  bad,  or  from  the  proper  officer  there- 
of, the  sum  or  sums  so  recovered,  after  deducting 
ell  proper  charges  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  court, 
and,  on  receipt  thereof,  the  said  collector  shaU  pay 
and  distribute  the  same,  without  delay,  according 
to  law,  and  transmit  quarter-yearly  to  the  Trew* 
ury  an  account  of  all  moneys  by  him  received  for 
fines,  penalties,  apd  forfeitures,  during  such  quar- 
ter. And  all  ships  or  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  which  shall  become  forfeited  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  seized,  libelled,  and 
prosecuted  as  aforesaid,  in  the  proper  court  having 
cognizance  thereof :  which  court  shall  cause  four- 
teen days'  notice  to  be  given  of  such  seizure  and 
libel,  by  causing  the  substance  of  such  libel,  with 
the  order  of  the  court  thereon,  setting  forth  the 
time  and  place  appointed  for  trial,  to  be  inserted 
in  some  newspaper,  published  near  the  place  of 
seizure,  and  also  by  posting  up  the  same  in  the 
most  public  manner,  for  tne  space  of  fourteen 
days,  at  or  near  the  place  of  trial ;  for  which  ad- 
vertisement a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  ahall 
ed  paid :  And  proclamation  shaU  be  made  in  such 
manner  as  the  court  shidl  direct :  and  if  no  person 
shall  appear  and  claim  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
goods,  wares,  or  mnvhandiie,  and  give  bond  to  de- 
fend the  prosecution  thereof,  and  to  respond  the 
cost  in  case  he  shall  not  support  his  claim,  the 
court  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the 
cause  according  to  law  ;  an  upon  the  prayer  of 
any  claimant,  to  the  court,  that  any  ship  or  vessel, 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so  seized  and  pros- 
ecuted, or  any  part  thereof,  should  be  delivered  to 
such  eiaimant,  it  shall  be  lawftil  for  the  court  to 
appoint  three  proper  persons  to  appraise  such  ship 
or  vessel,  ^ooa%,  wares,  or  merchandise,  who  shall 
be  sworn  in  open  court  for  the  faithful  dischane 
of  their  duty ;  and  such  appraitein«it  shall  oe 
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made  ai  the  expense  of  the  party  on  whose  prayer 
it  is  graiited ;  and,  oo  ihe  return  of  such  appraise- 
ment, if  the  claimaDt  shall,  with  one  or  more  sure- 
lies,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  court,  execute  a 
bond  in  the  usual  form  of  the  Uaited  States,  for 
the  paymeot  of  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum  at  which 
the  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
80  prayed  to  bedelivered,are  appraiiied, and,  more- 
orer  produce  a  certificate  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  wherein  such  trial  is  had,  and  of  the  naval 
officer  thereof,  if  any  there  be,  that  the  duties  on 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  tonnage 
inty  on  the  ship  or  ressel,  so  claimcxi,  hare  been 
paid,  or  secured  in  like  manner,  as  if  the  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  ship,  or  vessel,  haa  been 
legally  entered,  the  court  shall,  by  rule,  order  such 
ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  said  claimant,  and  the  said 
bond  shall  be  lodged  with  the  proper  officer  of  the 
court,  and  if  judgment  shall  pass  in  favor  of  the 
daimact,  the  court  shall  cause  the  said  bond  to  be 
cancelled ;  but,  if  judgment  shall  pass  against  the 
claimaDt,  as  to  the  whole,  or  any  part  of,  such 
ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merciiandise.  and 
the  claimant  shall  not  within  twenty  days  there- 
after pay  into  the  court,  or  to  the  proper  officer 
thereof,  the  amount  of  the  appraised  value  of  such 
ship  or  ressel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  so 
condemned,  with  the  costs,  judgment  shall  aod 
may  be  granted  upon  the  bond  on  motion  in  open 
court,  without  further  delay.  And  when  any 
prosecution  shall  be  commenced,  oA  aeeouot  of 
the  seizure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  and  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the 
claimant  or  claimants ;  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
court  before  whom  such  prosecution  sull  be  tried, 
that  there  was  a  reasonable  cause  of  seizure,  the 
said  court  shall  cause  a  proper  certificate  or  entry 
to  be  made  thereof,  and  m  such  case  the  claimant 
or  claimants  shall  not  be  entitled  to  costs,  nor 
shall  the  person  whomade  the  seizure,  or  the  pros- 
ecutor, be  liable  to  action,  suit,  or  judgment,  on 
account  of  such  seizure  and  prosecution :  Pro- 
vidaiy  That  the  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  be,  after  judgment,  forthwith  re- 
turned to  such  claimant,  or  claimants,  bis,  her,  or 
their  agent  or  agents:  Andprovided,  That  no  ac- 
ti(»  or  prosecution  shall  oe  maintained  in  any 
ease  aoder  this  act,  unless  the  same  shall  have 
been  commenced  within  three  years  next  after  the 
penalty  or  forfeiture  was  incurred. 

Seo.  90.  And  be  it  fiiTtker  enacted,  That  all  sh  ips 
or  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which 
shall  be  condemned  by  virtue  of  this  act,  aod  for 
which  bond  shall  not  have  been  given  by  the  claim- 
ant, or  claimants,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  for 
that  purpose  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be  sold 
by  the  marshal  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  court 
in  which  condemnation  shall  be  bad,  to  the  high- 
est bidder,  ot  public  auction,  by  order  of  such 
coort,  aod  at  such  place  as  the  coort  may  appoint, 
giving  at  least  fifteen  days*  notice,  (except  in  cases 
(tf  perishable  goods,)  in  one  or  more  of  the  pahlic 
newspapers  of  the  place  where  such  sale  shall  be ; 
or  if  no  paper  is  published  in  such  place,  in  one  or 
more  of  the  papers  published  in  the  nearest  place 


thereto ;  for  which  advertising,  a  sum  not  exc«e<l< 
ing  five  dollars  shall  be  paid.  Aod  the  amount  of 
such  sales,  deducting  all  proper  charges,  shall  b« 
paid,  within  ten  days  after  such  sale  by  the  persoa 
selling  the  same,  to  the  clerk,  or  other  proper  offi- 
cer of  the  court,  directing  such  sale,  to  be  by  him. 
after  deductiog  the  charges  allowed  by  the  coart. 
paid  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  soch 
seizure  or  forfeiture  has  taken  place,  as  bereisbc- 
fore  directed. 

Sec.  91.  And  be  it  fmUur  enacted.  That  til  > 
fines  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  recovered  by  vinue 
of  ibis  act,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  shiU. 
after  deductiog  all  proper  costs  and  charses,  be 
disposed  of,  as  follows :  one  moiety  shall  he  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  thereof,  by  the  collector  receiving  the 
same;  the  other  moiety  shall  be  divided  between, 
and  paid  in  equal  proportions  to,  the  collector  ud 
naval  officer  of  the  district,  and  surveyor  of  tk 
port,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  iDcarred. 
or  to  such  of  the  said  officers  as  tbrre  may  be  in 
the  said  district ;  and  in  districts  where  oolf 
one  of  the  aforesaid  ofi&cers  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished, the  said  moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  offi- 
cer :  Provided,  neverthdeM,  Th^l^  in  all  cases 
where  soch  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  shall 
be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  information  given 
to  such  collector,  by  any  person  other  than  the 
naval  officer  or  surveyor  of  the  district,  the  one 
half  of  such  moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  iofonn- 
er,  and  the  remainder  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of 
between  the  collector,  naval  cAcer,  and  surTeyor 
or  surveyors,  in  manner  aforesaid:  Provided,  ok. 
That,  where  any  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties, 
incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  are  recovered  in 
consequence  of  any  information  given  by  any  offi- 
cer of  a  revenue  cutter,  they  shall,  after  deduciuu 
all  proper  costs  and  charges,  be  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows: one-fourth  part  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  aod  paid  into  the  Treasury  thereof, 
ID  manner  as  before  directed;  one-fourth  part  for 
the  officers  of  the  customs,  to  be  distributed  is 
hereinbefore  set  forth ;  and  the  remainder  thereof 
to  the  officers  of  snch  cutter,  to  be  divided  amoog 
them  agreeably  to  their  pay :  Andpromded,  Wbc- 
mtse,  That,wheoeTerBseizure,conoemnation,ud 
sale  of  foods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  take 
place  within  the  United  States,  and  the  ralne 
thereof  shall  h:  less  than  two  hundred  aodfiftf 
dollars,  that  part  of  the  forfeiture  which  accntes 
to  the  Uuitea  States,  or  so  much  thereof  as  mar 
be  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the  paymfol  of 
the  cost  of  prosecution :  And  be  it  fitrther  fro- 
vtded^  That  if  any  officer,  or  other  person  enuiled 
to  a  part  or  share  of  any  of  the  fines,  penalties,  ot 
forfeitures,  incurred  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be 
necessary  as  a  witness  on  the  trial  for  such  &ot 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  such  officer,  or  other  person, 
may  be  a  witness  upon  the  said  trial  ^  but  m  soch 
case  he  shall  not  receive,  nor  be  entitled  Ki^  any 
part  or  share  of  the  said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeitnie. 
and  the  part  or  share  to  which  he  otherwise  wodd 
have  been  entitled,  shall  revert  to  the  United 
Sutes. 

SI0T.9S.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Thii,cx- 
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cept  into  the  districts  hereinbefore  described  on 
the  Durthero,  northwestern,  and  western  bounda- 
ries of  the  United  States,  adjoining  to  the  domiD- 
ions  of  Great  Britain,  in  Upper  and  Lower  Can- 
adaj  and  the  districts  on  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mis* 
sissippi,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  for- 
eign growth  or  manufacture,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  shall  be  brought  into  the  United 
States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  sea,  nor  in  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
less  than  thirty  tons  burden,  agreeably  to  the 
admeasurement  hereby  directed  for  ascertainintf 
the  tonnage  of  ships  or  ressels ;  nor  shall  be  lana- 
ed  or  unladeu  at  any  other  port  than  is  directed 
by  this  act,  under  the  penalty  of  seizure  and  for- 
feiture of  all  such  ships  or  vessels,  and  of  the  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  therein,  landed, 
or  unladen  in  any  other  manner.  And  no  draw- 
back of  any  duties  on  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, of  foreign  growth  or  tnanufacture,  shall  be 
allowed,  on  the  exportation  thereof  from  any  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States,  otherwise  {han  by  sea, 
and  in  vessels  not  less  than  thirty  tons  burden. 

Sec.  93.  Ajid  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
master  or  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  to  a  foreign  port  or 
place,  shall  deliver  to  the  collector  of  ine  district 
from  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  about 
to  depart,  a  manifest  oi  all  the  cargo  on  board  the 
same,  and  the  value  thereof,  by  him  subscribed, 
-  and  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  to  the  truth  thereof; 
whereupon  the  said  collector  shall  grant  a  clear- 
ance for  such  ship  or  vessel  and  her  cargo,  but 
withoui  specifying  the  particulars  thereof  in  such 
clearance,  unless  required  by  the  said  master,  or 
other  person,  having  the  charge  or  command  of 
such  snip  or  vessel  so  to  do.  And  if  any  ship  or 
vessel,  bound  to  a  foreign  port  or  place,  shall  de- 
part on  her  voyage  to  auch  foreign  port  or  place, 
without  deliverioKsuch  manifest,  and  obtaining  a 
clearance  as  hereby  required,  the  said  master,  or 
other  person  having  the  charge  or  commana  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  forfeit  and  i«y  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 

And  the  form  of  the  report  and  manifest,  to  be 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  follows : 

Report  and  manifest  of  the  cargo,  laden  at  the 

port  of  ,  OD  board  the  — — ,  master,  boood  for 

 ,  port  . 
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And  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  by  the 
master  or  commander  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  as  followzi: 
District  of  . 

I  [insert  the  name]  master  or  commander  of 
the  [insert  the  denomination  and  name  of  the  ves* 
sel]  bound  from  the  port  of  [insert  the  name  of 
the  port  or  place  sailing  from]  to  [insert  the  name 
(^tbeplaceor  port  bound  to]  do  sol  emnly,sincerely, 
and  truljr  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  maybe,)  that 
the  manifest  of  the  cargo  on  board  the  said  [in- 
sert denomination  and  name  of  the  vessel^  now 
delivered  by  me  to  the  collector  of  this  district, 
and  subscribed  with  my  name,  contains,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  a  full, 
just,  and  true  account,  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  now  actually  laden  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  and  of  the  value  thereof;  and  if  any 
other  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  laden 
or  put  on  board  the  said  [insert  denomination  and 
name  of  vessel]  previous  to  her  sailing  from  this 
port,  I  will  immediately  report  the  same  to  the 
said  collector.  I  do  also  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I 
verily  believe  the  duties  on  all  the  foreign  mer- 
chandise therein  specified  have  been  paid  or  se- 
cured, according  to  law,  and  that  no  part  thereof 
is  intended  to  be  relanded  within  the  United 
Sutes,  and  that  if,  by  distress  or  other  unavoid- 
aUe  accident,  it  shall  become  necessary  to  rdand 
the  same,  I  will  forthwith  make  a  just  and  trne 
report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  of 
the  district  wherein  such  distress  or  accident  may 
happen.   So  help  me  God. 

And  the  form  of  a  clearance,  to  be  sranted  to  a 
ship  or  vessel  on  her  departure  to  a  loreign  port 
or  place,  shall  be  as  follows: 

District  of,  ,  ss. ;  port  of  . 

These  are  to  certify  all  whom  it  doth  concern, 
that  ,  master  or  commander  of  the  ,  bur- 
den —  tons,  or  thereabouts,  mounted  with  

guns,  naTigated  with  men,  built,  and 

bound  for  ,  having  on  board  — — ,  bath  here 

entered  and  cleared  his  said  vessel,  according  to 
law. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seats,  at  the  custom- 
house of  .  this  day  of  ,  one  thousand 

 ,  and  in  the  year  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  States  of  America: 

Provided,  Anything  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, that  the  cofiectors  and  other  officers  of 
the  customs,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to,  pay  due  reeard  to  the  inspection  laws  of  the 
States  in  which  they  may  respectively  act,  in  such 
manner,  that  no  vessel  having  on  board  goods  lia- 
ble to  inspection,  shall  be  cleared  out  until  the 
master,  or  other  proper  person,  shall  have  pro- 
duced such  certificate  that  all  such  goods  have 
"been  duly  inspected,  as  the  laws  of  the  respective 
Stales  do  or  may  require  to  be  produced  to  col- 
lectors, or  other  ^cers  of  the  customs :  And,  pro- 
vided, That  receipts  for  the  payment  of  all  legal 
fees  which  shall  have  accrued  on  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, shall,  before  any  clearaoce  is  granted,  be  pro- 
duced to  the  collecior  or  other  i^cer  aforesaid. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  furOur  enacted,  That  the 
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imporler  ur  importer:!  of  any  hor»«s,  cattle,  sheep, 
swme,  or  other  useful  beasts,  imported  into  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  breed,  shall  make 
entry  for  such  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  or  other 
useful  beasts,  as  in  the  ca^se  uf  other  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  and  obtain  a  permit  for  landing 
the  same ;  and  shall  likewise  make  oath  or  affirm- 
ation, that  they  are  actually  imported  for  the  pur- 
pose above-mentioned ;  and  any  horses,  cattle, 
Bbeep,  swine^  or  other  beasts,  landed,  without  the 
provuions  above-mentioned  being  fully  complied 
with,  shalibe  subject  to  seizure  and  forfeiture. 

Sec.  95.  And  be  it  fwrUier  enacted,  That  all 
matters  directed,  by  this  act,  to  be  dune  to,  or  by, 
the  collector  of  a  district,  or  by  the  naval  officer 
thereof,  shall  and  may  be  done  to^  and  by,  the  per- 
son who,  in  the  cases  specified  lo  this  act,  is  or 
may  he  authorized  to  act  in  the  place  or  ulead  of 
the  said  collector,  or  of  the  said  naval  officer. 

Sec.  96.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever an  oath  is  required  by  this  act,  persons  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  shall  be  permitted  to  af- 
firm. 

Sec  97.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  ibe  United  States  be  empowered,  for 
the  better  securing  the  collection  of  the  duties  im- 
posed on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  import^ 
into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
or  vessels,  to  cause  to  be  built  and  equipped  so 
many  revenue  cutters  not  exceeding  ten,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  be  employed  for  the  protection  of 
the  revenue,  the  expeuse  whereof  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  product  of  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  tonnage  uf  ships  or  vessels. 

Sec.  98.  And  m  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  to  each  of  the  said  revenue  cutters,  one 
captain,  cr  master,  and  not  more  than  three  lieu- 
tenants or  mates,  first,  second,  and  third,  and  not 
mo  re  than  seventy  men,  including  non-commis- 
sioned officm,  gunners,  and  mariners.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasary  is  hereby  authorized 
to  canse  ctmtracts  to  be  made  for  the  supply  of 
rations  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the  said  revenue 
cutters :  Provided,  That  the  said  revenue  cutters 
shall,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  so  direct,  co-operate  with  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  during  which  time,  they  shall  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  expenses  thereof  shall  be  defrayed  by  the 
agents  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Sec.  99.  And  be  it  further  ettacted,  That  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  revenue  cutters  shall  be  aj^inted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
respectively  be  deemed  officers  of  the  customs,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  such  collectors 
of  the  revenue,  or  other  officers  thereof,  as  from 
time  to  time  shall  be  designated  for  that  purpose. 
They  shall  have  pover  and  auihority,aDdare  hereby 
required  and  directed,  to  go  on  ooard  all  ships 
or  vessels  which  shall'  arrive  within  the  United 
States,  or  within  four  leagues  of  the  coast  thereof, 
if  bound  for  the  United  States,  and  to  search  and 
examine  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  to 
demand,  receive,  and  certify,  the  manifests  herein 
before  required  to  be  on  bmrd  certain  ^ps  or 


vessels,  and  to  affix  and  put  proper  fasieningson 
the  hatches  and  other  communications  with  die 
hold  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  and  to  remain  on  bond 
the  said  ships  and  vessels  until  they  arrive  at  iht 
port  or  place  of  their  destination.  It  shall  like- 
wise be  the  duty  of  the  master  or  other  pettoo 
having  at  any  time  the  command  of  any  of  the 
said  revenue  cutters,  to  make  a  weekly  return  u 
the  collector  or  other  officer  of  the  district  ODds 
whose  direction  tbey  are  placed,  of  the  transu- 
tions  of  the  cutter  under  their  command,  specif;- 
ing  therein  the  vessels  that  have  been  boarded 
their  names  and  descriptions,  ihe  names  of  tb 
masters,  and  from  what  port  or  place  they 
sailed,  whether  laden  or  in  ballast,  whether  ship 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  to  what  othn 
nation  belonging,  and  whether  they  have  the  ne- 
cessary manifest  or  manifests  of  their  cargoes  oo 
board,  and  generally  all  such  matters  as  it  majbe 
necessary  for  the  collectors  or  other  officers  of  the 
customs  to  be  made  acquainted  with ;  and  the  (M- 
cers  of  the  said  cutters  shall  likewise  execute  uul 
perform  stifch  other  duties,  for  .^hecoUectiwund 
security  of  the  revenue,  as  from  time  to  time  sbaU 
be  enjoined  and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  Ha 
Treasury,  not  contrary  to  law,  and  the  piovisiais 
herein  before  contained. 

See.  100.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  tbe 
President  be,  and  he  is  nereby,  aathorized  to  csnse 
other  revenue  cutters  to  be  built  or  purchased,  in 
lieu  of  such  as  are  or  shall  from  time  to  time  be- 
come unfit  for  further  service;  and  to  cause  sueb 
as  are  so  become  unfit  for  further  service  to  be 
sold  at  public  auction,  and  the  proceeds  of  such 
sales  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  expense  of  purchasing  other 
cutters,  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  all  future  expenses 
of  building,  purchasing,  or  repairing,  revenue  cut- 
ters, shall  be  paid  out  ot  the  product  of  the  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  or  merchaodse,  imported  into  die 
United  States,  and  oo  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  t»- 

Sec.  101.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
collectors  of  the  respective  districts  may.  witfaibe 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  pro- 
vide and  employ  such  smcill  open  row  and  sail 
boats,  in  each  district,  together  with  the  ntualier 
of  persons  to  serve  in  them,  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  use  of  the  surveyors  and  inspectors  ingoing 
on  board  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  otherwise, for  the 
better  detection  of  frauds ;  the  expense  of  which 
shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  product  of  the  duties. 

Sec.  102.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
cutters  and  boats,  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
revenue,  shall  be  distinguished  from  other  vessels 
by  an  ensign  and  pennant,  with  such  marks  there- 
on as  shall  be  prescribed  and  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates ;  and  in  case  any  ship 
or  vessel  liable  to  seizure  or  examination  shall  not 
bring  to,  on  being  required,  or  being  chased  bf 
any  cutter  or  boat  having  us[dayed  the  pennui 
ana  en»i^  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  revenae 
service,  it  snail  be  lawful  for  the  captain,  master 
or  other  person,  having  command  of  such  cQttei 
or  boat,  to  fire  at  or  into  suefa  vessel  which  shafl 
not  bring  to,  afler  such  pennant  and  ensign  shiU 
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be  hoisted,  and  a  gun  sball  hare  been  fired  by  such 
cutter  or  boat  as  a  signal;  and  such  captaia. 
master,  or  other  person,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  per- 
sons actios  by  or  under  his  directions,  shall  be 
indemnified  from  any  penalties,  or  actions  for  dain- 
ages  for  so  doing ;  and  If  any  person  shall  be  killed 
or  wounded  by  such  firing,  and  the  captain,  oun- 
ter.  or  other  person,  aforesaid,  shall  be  prosecuted 
or  arrested  therefor,  such  captain,  master,  or  other 
person,  shall  be  forthwith  adniiited  to  bail.  And 
if  any  Ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  not  employed  in  the 
serriee  of  the  rerenue,  shall,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  die  United  States,  carry  or  hoist  any  pen- 
nant or  ensign  prescribed  for  re^ls  in  the  service 
aforesaid,  the  master  or  commander  of  ihe  ship  or 
vessel  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  103.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no 
beer,  ale,  or  porter,  shall  be  brought  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  sea  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
except  in  casks  or  vessels,  the  capacity  wnereof 
Bhalfnot  be  less  than  forty  gallons,  beer  measure, 
or  in  packages  containing  not  less  than  siz  dozen 
bottles,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  said  beer,  ate, 
or  porter,  and  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same 
shall  be  brought ;  nor  shall  any  refined  lump  or 
loaf  sugar  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  by  sea,  except  in  ships 
or  vessels  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  burden 
and  upwards,  and  in  casks  or  packages  containing 
each  not  less  than  six  hundred  pounds  weight ;  nor 
shall  any  distilled  spirits  (arracK  and  sweet  cordials 
excepted)  be  imported  or  brought  into  the  United 
States,  except  in  casks  or  vessels  of  the  capacity 
ofoinety  gallons,  wine  measure,  and  upwards,  nor 
in  casks  or  vessels  which  have  been  marked  pur- 
suant to  any  law  of  the  United  Stales,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  said  refined  lump  and  loaf  sugar, 
and  distilled  spirits,  imported  contrary  to  the  pro* 
visions  herein  describea,  together  with  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  they  shall  be  so  imported :  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  forfeit  any  spirits  for  being  imported 
or  brought  into  the  United  States  in  other  casks 
or  vessels,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  they  shall  be  brought,  if  snch  spirits  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  seamen  on  board  snch  ship 
or  vessel,  and  shall  not  exceed  the  quantity  of  four 
gallons  for  each  seaman. 

Sec.  104.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  conforming  this  act  to  certain  stip- 
ulations contained  in  treaties  made  and  ratified 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales,  it  Is  here- 
by  declared  that  it  shall  at  all  times  be  free  to 
British  subjects,  and  also  to  the  Indians  dwelling 
on  either  side  of  the  boundary  line  of  the  United. 
States,  as  settled  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  freely  to 
pass  and  refuss,  by  land  or  inland  navigation,  into 
and  from  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  navigate  alt  the  lakes,  rivers,  and  waters,  there- 
of, and  freely  to  carry  on  trade  and  commeree 
vith  the  citizens  of  the  United  States :  Prof^ded, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  justify  the  admission  of  British  vessels  from  the 
sea  into  the  rivers  of  the  United  States,  beyond 
the  highest  ports  of  entry  for  foreign  vesseb  from 
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the  sea ;  and  alt  ({oods  and  merchandise,  the  im- 
portation of  which  into  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  wholly  prohibited,  shall  and  may  freely, 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  be  brought  into  the 
same,  in  manner  aforesaid,  by  Briitsh  subjects, 
from  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Qreat  Bnuin. 
in  America ;  and  such  goods  and  merchandise  shall 
be  subject  to  no  higher  i>r  other  duties  than  are 
or  shall  be  payable  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  importation  <tf  the  same  in  Ameri- 
can vessels  into  ihe  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United 
States :  and  all  goods,  not  prohibited  to  be  export- 
ed from  the  United  States,  may,  in  manner  afore- 
said, be  carried  out  of  the  United  States  into  the 
territories  aforesaid. 

Sec.  105.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  no 
duty  shall  be  levied  or  collected  on  the  importation 
of  peltries  brought  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  nor  on  the  proper  goodsand  effects,  of  what- 
ever nature,  of  Indians,  passing  or  re-passing  the 
boundary  line  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  be  goods 
in  bales  or  other  large  packages  unusual  amone 
Indians,  which  shall  out  be  considered  as  eoods 
belonging  bona  fide  to  Indians,  nor  be  entitled  to 
the  ezem  ption  from  duty  aforesaid.  And  no  higher 
or  other  tolls  or  rates  of  ferria^  than  what  are  or 
what  shall  be  payable  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  demanded  of  British  subjects,  and 
no  duties  shall  he  payable  on  any  goods  which 
shall  merely  be  carriea  over  any  of  the  portages  or 
carrying  places  within  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  purpose  of  being  immediately 
re-embarked,  and  carried  to  some  other  place  or 
places :  Provided,  That  this  lost  mentioned  ex- 
emption from  duty  shall  extend  only  to  such  goods 
as  are  carried  in  the  usual  and  direct  roaJ  across 
such  portages  and  carrying  places,  and  are  not  at- 
tempted to  be  in  any  manner  sold  or  exchanged 
during  their  passage  across  the  same.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
all  other  persons,  to  import  any  goods  or  merchan- 
dise, of  wbich  theimportations&U  not  be  entirely 
prohibited,  into  the  districts  which  are  or  may  be 
establishedon  the  northern  and  northwestern  boun- 
daries of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  rivers  (^io 
and  Mississippi,  in  vessels  or  boats  of  any  burden, 
and  in  rafts  or  carriages  of  any  kind  or  nature, 
whatsoever. 

Sec.  106.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  ves- 
sels, boats,  rafts,  and  carriages,  of  what  kind  and 
nature  soever,  arriving  in  the  districts  afore^id. 
containing  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject 
to  duties,  on  being  imported  into  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  reported  to  the  collector,  or 
other  chief  officer  ofthecusioms  at  the  port  of  entry, 
in  the  district  into  which  they  shall  be  so  imported ; 
and  such  goods  shall  be  accompanied  with  like 
manifests,  and  like  entries  shall  oe  made  by  the 
persons  having  charge  of  any  vessels,  boats,  nSU, 
and  carriages,  aforesaid,  and  by  the  owners  or  con- 
signees of  the  goods,  wares,  ana  merchandise,  laden 
on  board  the  same ;  and  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  cheers  of  the  customs  shall  be  exercised  and 
discharged  in  the  districts  last  mentioned,  in  like 
manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  and  prwribed 
in  reiqiect  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
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ported  into  the  United  States,  in  vessels  from  the 
sett;  and  generally,  all  importatioas  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  sabject  to  like  regulations,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  as  in  other  districts,  except  as  is  herein- 
after specially  provided. 

Sec.  107.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  when 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  duties, 
shall  be  imported  into  any  of  the  districts  before 
mentioned,  and  which  shall  be  reported  as  being 
destined  to  be  carried  over  any  of  the  portages  or 
carrying  places  within  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  purposes  of  being  immediately 
re-embarked, and  carried  tosomeother  port  orplace, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  consignee  of 
the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  intended  to  be 
transported,  as  aforesaid,  to  make  entry  thereof  as 
particularly  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  and  pre- 
scribed in  respect  to  the  like  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, when  entered  for  the  payment  of  duties; 
and,  moreover,  specifying  in  such  entry  the  route, 
portage,  and  carrying  place,  by  and  over  which  it 
u  intended  to  transport  same;  which  entry 
shall  be  verified  on  oath  or  affirmation  in  manner 
following : 

District  of  ,  port  of  . 

I  [here  iasert  the  name  of  the  person  making 
the  entry!  do solemnly.sincerely.and  truly,swear 
(or  affirm)  that  the  entry  now  subscribed  with  my 
name,  said  delivered  by  me  to  the  collector  of 
[insert  the  name  of  the  district]  contains  a  just 
and  true  account  of  all  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  contained  in  the  several  packages 
therein  mentioned ;  that  they  are  brought  into  this 
district  solely  for  the  purpose  of  being  carried  and 
transported  by  the  way  of  [here  insert  the  portage 
or  carrying  place]  with  intention  of  being  imme- 
diately re-embarked  and  carried  without  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States;  and  are  not  intended, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  be  sold,  exchanged;  or 
consumed,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates. 
And  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  if  I  shall 
hereafter  know  or  discover  that  the  whole  or  any 

Krtof  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
ve  been  sold,  alienated,  exchanged,  or  consumed, 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  I  will  im- 
mediately report  the  same,  with  the  circumstances 
thereof,  truly,  to  the  collector  of  this  district.  So 
help  meGh>d. 

Sec.  108.  And  be  it  ^rther  enacted,  That  the 
collector  who  shall  receive  any  entry,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  ceusedue examination, inspection, and  search, 
to  be  made,  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  pre- 
scribed in  respect  to  importations  made  in  ves-^els 
arriving  by  the  sea,  or  intended  to  be  exported  from 
the  United  States;  and,  being  satisfied  therewith, 
^all  thereupon  grant  a  certificate  or  protection 
for  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which 
shall  accompany  the  same,  and  which  certificate 
or  protection  shall  be  of  the  form  following,  to  wit: 
District  of  port  of  . 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  [here  insert  the  name 
of  the  person  making  entry]  has  made  entry  in  this 
office,  according  to  law.  of  the  following  merchan- 
dise [here  ittsert  the  particulars  of  the  packages 
and  merchandise,  and  the  several  marks,  numbers, 


.  and  contents,  thereof,as  in  the  entry]  aodhasmtde 
I  oath  that  the  said  merchandise  are  intended  to  be 
transported  by  the  route  of  [here  insert  the  port- 
age or  carrying  place]  to  [here insert  thepropowd 
pfaee  of  re-enwarkation]  for  the  purpose  of  beiag 
transported  without  the  limits  of  the  United  Staiei 
Now,  therefore,  this  certificate  is  to  serve  as  a  pro- 
tection for  the  said  merchandise, dnrjng  thetnis* 
portation  thereof  by  the  route  aforesaid:  Proridai 
That  the  said  merchandise,  or  any  part  thereof, 
are  not  and  shall  not  be  unpacked,  alienated,  sdd. 
or  consumed,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Siaiei 
or  be  transported  by  any  other  route  than  is  abore 
specified,  in  either  of  which  cases  the  said  mer- 
chandise may  be  seized  and  forfeited,  this  eertift- 
cate  and  protection  notwithstanding. 

As  witness  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year 
above  mentioned.  A.  B.,  CoUectar. 

And  no  certificate  as  a/Mesaid  shall  be  in  face 
for  any  term  exceeding  six  months  from  the  due 
thereof. 

Sec.  109.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbatifaay 
person  having  the  charge,  or  being  concerned  in 
the  transportation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mercbao* 
dise,  entered  as  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
transported  across  any  of  the  portages  or  carrying 
places  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,and 
(0  be  delivered  without  the  limits  thereof^  shall, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  revenue,  break  open  or 
unpack  any  part  of  the  said  merchandise,  or  shall 
,  sell,  exchange,  or  consume  the  same,  or  witli  like 
intent  shall  break  or  deface  any  seal  or  fastening, 
placed  thereon  by  any  officer  of  the  revenue,  ot  il 
any  person  whatever  shall  deface,  alter,  or  forge 
any  certificate,  granted  for  the  protection  of  mer 
cbandise  transported  as  aforesaid,  each  and  every 

Serson  so  offijiiding,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five  haa- 
red  dollars,  and  snail  he  imprisoned  not  less  tkia 
one  nor  more  than  six  months,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court  before  which  such  person  shall  be  con- 
victed. 

Sec  no.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  constrtied 
to  exempt  the  master  or  owners  of  vessels  from 
making  and  subscribing  any  oaths  or  affirmaiiooi 
required  by  any  laws  of  theUDiied  States, not  im- 
mediately relating  to  the  collection  of  the  duties 
on  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mercbao- 
dise,  into  the  United  States. 

Sec.  111.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
cases  where  the  forms  of  official  documents,  as 
prescribed  by  this  act,  shall  be  substantially  com- 
plied with  and  observed,  according  to  the  true 
spirit,  meaning,  and  intent  thereof,  no  l>enalty  or 
forfeiture  sbaTl  he  incurred  by  a  deviation  there- 
from ;  and  the  officers  of  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  according  to  their  respective  powers  and 
duties,  shall  and  may.  from  time  to  time,  prescribe 
additions  to  the  said  forms,  for  the  purpose  of  adapt- 
ing the  same  to  any  alterations  which  may  be 
made  to  the  rates  of  duties  on  the  importation  of 
goods,  ware;),  and  merchandise,  and  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  for  the  better  collection 
and  payment  of  the  said  duties :  Provided  how- 
ever, That  it  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  said 
officers  to  prescribe  any  form  or  re^latimis  ineom- 
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falible  with  or  cootravraing  the  special  provuioas 
of  this  acL 

Sbc.  112.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  TbAt,  bom 
and  after  the  diirtieth  day  of  Juoe  next  ensuing, 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  fourth  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred 
«ad  ninety,  entitled  "An  act  to  proride  more  ef- 
fectually for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchaadise,imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,"  and 
also  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  coming  w^bin 
the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be  repealed,  and 
thenceforth  cease  to  operate,  except  to  the  contin- 
uance of  the  officers  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  actor  parts  of  acts;  except  also^  to  the 
recovery  and  receiptof  such  duties  on  goo^,  wares, 
«nd  merchandise,  and  oo  the  tonnage  of  ships  or 
vessels,  as  shall  have  accraed ;  and  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  drawbacks.  boniitieB,aDd  allomDces,  upon 
the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and  roerchan^se, 
imd  as  to  the  recovery  and  distribution  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  have  been 
incurred  before  and  on  the  said  day;  subject  never- 
theless, in  respect  to  the  coltectioo  of  duties,  to 
the  alterations  contained  and  expressed  in  the  prea- 
«Dt  act. 

Approved,  March  2, 1790. 


Ad  Act  to  establish  the  compensatioas  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  coUectioD  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  every  collector,  naval, 
officer,  and  surveyor,  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  shall,  within 
three  months  after  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of 
his  office,  give  bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient 
sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  payaUe  to 
the  said  United  States,  with  condition  for  the  trae 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  ae- 
eordinff  to  law.  that  is  to  say:  the  collector  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  m  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  doUar->,  each ;  the  collector  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  forty  thousand  dollars ;  the  col- 
lectors of  Baltimore  and  Charleston,  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  each  ;  the  collector  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  the  collec- 
tors of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  of  Salem 
and  Beverly,  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, Annapolis,  Georgetown,  in  Maryland.  Ber- 
muda Hundred  and  City  Point,  Alexandria,  Wil- 
mington, Newbern,  and  Edenton,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  Newport  and  Providence,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
ten  thousand  dollars,  each ;  the  collectors  of  New- 
baryport,  Gloucester,  Marblehead,  Plymouth, 
Nantucket,  Portland,  and  Falmouth,  New  Lon- 
dcm.  New  Haven,  Fairfield,  Perth  Amboy.  York- 
town,  Dumfries,  Washington,  Cambden,  Qeoige- 
towQ,  (South  Carolina,)  Beaufort,  and  Savannah, 
five  thousand  dollars,  each  ;  the  collectors  of  Hud- 
son. Middletown,and  Waldoborough,  four  thousand 
dollars,  each ;  and  all  the  other  collectors  in  the 
simi  of  two  thousand  dollars,  each  ;  the  naval  offi- 
cers of  the  ports  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  New 


York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Charleston,  ten 
thousand  dollars,  each ;  and  all  other  naval  officers, 
in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  each :  the  sur- 
veyors of  the  ports  ot  Boston  and  Charlestown, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Charles* 
ton,  five  thousand  dollars,  each ;  ana  all  the  other 
surveyors,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,eBch : 
which  bonds  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  said 
Comptroller,  and  be,  by  him,  severally,  put  in  suit 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Statcit,  upon  any 
breach  of  the  condition  thereof. 

And  all  bonds  to  be  hereafter  given,  shall  be  of 
the  form  following,  to  wit : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we 
are  held  and  firmlybound  unto  the  United  Stat^  of 

America,  in  the  full  and  just  Sum  of  dollars, 

money  of  the  United  States;  to  which  payment, 
well  and  truly  lobe  made,  we  bind ourselves,jointly; 
and  severally,  our  joint  and  several  heirs,  execu- 
tors  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 
Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  ■—  day  of 
— -  one  thousand  — 

The  condition  of  the  foregoing  obligation  is 
such,  that,  whereas  tiie  President  of  the  United 
States  hath,  pursuant  to  law,  appointed  the  said 
 to  the  office  of  .  in  the  State  of  . 

Now,  therefore,  if  the  said   has  trnly  and 

faithfully  executed  and  discharged,  and  shall  con- 
tinue truly  and  faithfully  to  execute  and  discharge 
^1  the  duties  of  the  said  office,  according  to  law; 
then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none 
eflfeet,  otherwise  it  shall  abide  and  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  .  , 

Provided,  That  in  cases  where  bonds  have 
been  already  given,  according  to  the  directions 
aforesaid,  new  bonds  shall  not  be  required. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jwiher  emcied,  Tha^  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  next,  and  m  lieu 
of  the  feeii  and  emoluments  heretofore  established, 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the  use  of  the 
collectors,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors,  appointed 
and  to  be  apjioinied  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  fees 
followii^r,  that  is  to  savj  to  each  collector,  for 
every  entranee  of  any  snip  or  vessel  of  one  hun- 
dred tons  burden  and  upwards,  two  dollars  and 
an  half;  for  every  clearance  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
of  one  hundred  tons  burden  and  upwards,  two 
dollars  and  an  half;  for  every  entrance  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  under  the  burden  of  one  hondred 
tons,  one  dollar  and  an  half;  for  every  clearance 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  under  one  hundred  tons  bur- 
den, one  dollar  and  an  half;  for  every  post  entry, 
twodollars;  for  every  permit  to  land  goods,  twenty 
cents;  for  every  bond  taken  officially,  forty  cents; 
for  every  permit  to  load  goods  for  exportation, 
which  are  entiUed  to  drawback,  thirty  cents;  for 
every  dehmture  or  other  official  certificate,  twenty 
cents;  for  every  bill  of  health,  twenty  cents;  for 
every  official  document,  (registers  ezceptedO  re- 
quired by  any  merchant,  owner  or  master  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  not  before  enumerated,  twenty 
cents;  and  where  a  naval  officer  is  appointed  to 
the  same  port,  the  said  fees  shall  be  equally  divi- 
ded between  the  collector  and  the  said  naval 
officer,  the  latter  paying  one-third  of  the  expense 
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of  the  necessary  statiooery,  and  of  ihe  rent  of  an 
office  to  be  provided  by  the  collector,  at  the  place 
aasigoed  for  his  residence,  and  as  conveniently  as 
may  be  for  the  trade  of  the  district — except  the 
expense  of  fuel,  office  rent,  and  necessary  staiion- 
ery  for  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Salem  and 
Beverly,  BostoDj  and  CharleKtown.  the  cities  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Cnarleston,  the 
towns  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Portsmouth, 
which  shall  be  ptaid  three-fourths  by  the  said  col- 
lectors, and  the  other  fourth  by  the  respective 
Daval  officers  in  those  districts;  and  all  fees  shall, 
at  the  option  of  the  collector,  be  either  received 
by  him  or  by  the  naval  officer,  the  party  receiving 
to  account  monthly  with  the  other  for  his  propor- 
tion or  fchare  thereof:  I^nmded,  That  all  fees, 
arising  on  the  exportation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  on  which  drawbacks  are  allowed, 
shall  be  equally  shared  among  the  collector,  na- 
val officer,  and  surveyor,  where  there  are  such 
(^cers  at  the  port  wnere  Ihe  fees  are  paid,  to  he 
accounted  for  monthly^  by  the  collector  or  naval 
officer  who  shall  receive  the  same;  and  where 
there  is  no  naval  officer,  such  fees  shall  be  divided 
equally  between  the  collector  and  the  surveyor, 
who  may  have  been  concerned  in  attending  to 
such  exportation,  and  the  surveyors  shall  pay  taeir 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  stationery  and  print- 
ing. To  each  surveyor,  for  the  admeasurement, 
and  certifying  the  same,  of  every  ship  or  vessel  of 
one  hundred  tons  and  under,  one  cent  per  ton ;  for 
the  adm<'asurement  of  every  ship  or  vessel  above 
one  hundred  tons,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
tons,  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents;  for  the  admea- 
'snrement  of  every  ship  or  vessel  above  two  hun- 
dred tons,  two  hundred  cents;  for  all  other  servi- 
ces by  this  act  to  be  performed  by  such  surveyor, 
on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons 
or  upwards,  naving  on  board  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise subject  to  duty,  three  dollars;  for  the 
like  services  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of  less 
than  one  hundred  tons  burden,  having  on  hmrA 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  subject  to  duty, 
one  and  an  half  dollar;  on  all  vessels  not  hav- 
ing on  board  goodsj  wares,  or  merchandise  sub- 
ject to  duty,  two-tbirds  of  a  dollar.  All  which 
fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  or  owner  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  said  services 
shall  be  performed,  to  the  surveyor  by  whom  they 
shall  be  performed,  if  performed  by  one  only,  for 
his  sole  beaefit-^but  if  performed  by  more  than 
opc^  to  him  who  shall  have  the  first  agency,  to  be 
divided  in  equal  parts  between  him*  and  the  oiher 
or  others  by  whom  the  said  services  shall  also  be 
performed.  To  each  inspector  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed, for  tvery  day  he  shall  be  actually  employed 
m  aid  of  the  customs,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
dollars;  and  for  every  other  person  that  the  col- 
lector may  find  it  neceitsarv  and  expedient  to  em- 
ploy, as  occasional  inspectors,  or  in  any  other  way 
in  aid  of  ibe  revenue,  a  like  sum.  whilst  actually 
so  employed,  not  exceedinif  two  dollars  for  every 
day  so  employed,  to  be  paid  by  the  collector  out 
w'the  revenue,  and  charged  lo  the  United  States: 
Protfided,  That  the  services  performed  by  occa- 
»ioual  innpeptors,  shall  be  particularly  detailed  in  | 


the  accounts  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury, 
and  certified  as  to  the  neeersity  as  well  as  perform- 
ance of  such  services,  by  the  naval  officer  or  sur- 
veyor of  the  districi,  if  any  such  officers  these  are. 
To  the  measurers,  weighers  or  gaugers,  respec- 
tively, to  be  paid  monthly  by  the  cotlector  out  of 
the  revenue,  and  charged  to  the  United  States,  ft* 
the  measurement  of  every  one  hundred  bushels  of 
grain,  thirty  cents ;  for  the  measurement  v(  every 
one  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  according  to  the  weigu 
estajilished  by  law  for  the  payment  of  duties  there- 
on, fifty  cents;  for  the  measurement  of  every  one 
hundred  bushels  of  coal,  sixty  cents;  for  the  weigh- 
ing of  every  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  aod 
raarkinn  every  cask,  box  or  package,  weighing 
more  than  two  hundred  pounds  each,  except  sugar, 
coffee,  pepper,  pimento,  and  indigo,  in  bales,  ba^, 
mats,  eannisiers  or  seroona,  with  the  weight  in 
durable  characters,  in  the  districts  ofPennsylvania, 
New  York,  Boston  and  Charlestowo,  and  Belli* 
more,  one  cent  and  a  quarter;  in  the  district  of 
Norfolk,  one  cent  and  an  half;  and  in  tbeoih« 
dixtricts,  two  cents ;  for  the  gauging  and  marking 
every  cask,  to  be  marked,  in  durable  characters, 
with  bis  own  name,  and  the  quantity,  eight  cents; 
for  computing  the  contents  of  and  marking  cases 
containing  distilled  spirits  aod  wines,  three  cents 
per  case;  for  actually  counting  the  number  of 
bottles  of  cider,  beer,  ale,  perry,  or  porter,  con- 
tained in  any  cask  or  other  paclrage  or  packages, 
one  cent  per  dozen;  and  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  lesser  quantity;  an  1  the  allowanca 
aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  include  a  eompeasa- 
lion  for  makiug  returns  of  the  goods  or  merclua- 
dise  weighed,  gauged,  and  meamred,  specifying 
the  quality  as  well  as  quantity ;  aod  there  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  surveyors  or  inspectors  of  the  reve- 
nue for  ports,  the  sum  of  one  cent  and  one-half 
for  every  certificate  to  accompany  foreign  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and  two  cents  and  one-half  fbr 
every  certificate  to  accompany  wines  and  teas, 
issued  within  their  ports  respectively;  and  to 
the  deputies  of  (he  inspectors  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  two  cents  and  one-half  for  every  cask  or 
package  of  foreign  distilled  spirits,  wines,  or 
teas,  by  them  marked  aod  returned  to  their  re- 
spective principals,  and  for  gauging  wines,  where- 
on the  duties  are  payable  according  to  the  value 
thereof,  six  cents  for  every  cask  actually  ganged. 
There  shall  moreover  be  allowed  to  the  several 
officers  hereafter  mentioned,  the  following  allow- 
ances and  per  centage :  To  the  collectors  of  the 
disirict  of  New  York,  one-quarter  per  cent;  to 
the  collector  of  the  district  of  Boston  and  Cbaneft* 
town,  and  to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Bal- 
timore and  Philadelphia,  one-half  per  cent.;  to 
the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  CluiilestOD,  Sa- 
lem, and  Norfolk,  seven-eighths  of  one  per  cent; 
to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Alexandria  and 
Savannah,  one  per  cent.;  to  the  collector  of  the 
district  of  Newburyport,  one  aod  one-quarter  per 
cent. ;  to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Ports- 
mouth, Portland,  Newport,  Providence,  and  New 
Haven,  one  and  one-half  per  cent.;  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  districts  of  Georgetown  (in  Mary- 
land) and  Marblehead,  two  and  ooe-half  per  cent.; 
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to  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  New  London, 
Biddeford,  Bath,  and  Wiscasset,  two  per  cent. ; 
and  to  the  coHeclors  of  all  other  districtSj  three 
per  cent.,  on  all  moneys  by  them,  respectively,  re- 
ceived, on  account  of  the  duties  arising  on  goods, 
wares, and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels. 
And,  in  addition  to  the  allowances  above  men- 
tioned, there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  annually 
the  sums  following,  to  wit:  To  the  collectors  oi 
St.Mary'8,Pa$samaquoddy,  Vermont,  Champlain, 
and  to  the  collectors  of  the  several  districts  com- 
IMising  the  northern  and  western  boundaries  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  river  Ohio,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  each  \  to  the  surveyors  in 
the  several  districts  comprisinj;  the  northern  and 
western  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
river  Ohio,  two  hundred  dollars  each ;  to  the  sur- 
veyor of  Shell  Castle  or  Beacon  Island,  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  each  of  the  collectors  of  the  district 
of  Wilmington,  (in  Delaware,)  Annapolis.  Havre- 
de-Grace,  Chester,  (in  Maryland,)  Gloucester, 
South  Q.uay,  Yeocomico,  Tappahannock,  New- 
bem,  Edenton,  Camden,  Wilmington,  (in  North 
Carolina,)  Nanjemoy,  Ipswich,  York,  Washing- 
ton, Bermuda  Hundred,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ;  to  each  of  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Oxford,  Vienna,  Sagg  Harbor,  Not- 
tingham, Hampton,  Yorktown,  Dumfries,  Fotly 
Landing,  Cherrystone,  Beaufort,  Brunswick,  and* 
Hardwich,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars;  to 
each  of  the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Perth  Am- 
faoy,. Portsmouth,  Hudson,  Plymouih.  Barnstable, 
Nantucket,  Edgarton,  New  Bedford,  Dighton,  Pe- 
nobscot, FrencKman'a  Bay,  Machias,  (Newport,) 
Middletown,  Fairfield,  Burlington,  Bridgetown, 
Great  Egg  Harbor,  Little  Egg  Harbor,  Snow  Hill, 
Georgetown,  (in  South  Carolina,)  Suobory,Mar- 
blehead.  New  Haven,  and  Georgetown,  (in  Ma- 
ryland,) the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
to  each  of  the  collectors  of  Biddeford.  Bath,  and 
Wiscasset,  one  hundred  dollars  ;  to  the  naval  offi- 
cer of  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  two  hundred 
dollars;  to  each  of  the  naval  officers  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Newburyport,  Salem,  Newport,  Provi- 
dence, Wilmington,  (in  North  Carolina,)  and  Sa- 
vannah, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
to  each  of  the  surveyors  of  Salem,  Portsmouth. 
Newburyport,  Gloucester,  Bristol,  Warren.  East 
Greenwich,  North  Kingston,  St.Mary^,  Sufiblk, 
Smithfield,  Richmond,  Peter&b«i|[,  Fredericks- 
burg, Wilmington,  Beaufort,  and  Swansborough, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  each 
■of  the  surveyors  of  Newport,  Providence,  Thom- 
astowD,  Beverly,  New  Haven,  Middletown,  Hart- 
ford, Saybrook,  Albany,  Hudson,  Lewellensburg, 
Portland,  Pawcatuck,  Patuiet,  New  London,  Sto- 
niogton  Town  Creek,  Bermuda  Hundred,  West 
Point,  Urbanna.  Port  Royal,  Alexandria,  Wind- 
sor, Hertford,  Plymouth.  Skewarky,  Murfreesbo- 
rough,  Bennet's  Creek,  Winton,  Nixonton,  New- 
biggen  Creek,  Pasquotank  River,  Indian  Town, 
Currituck  Inlet,  Savannah,  and  New  Brunswick, 
iin  New  Jersey,)  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  to  each  of  the  surveyors  of  such 
ports  of  delivery  as  may  be  hereafter  established 


by  the  President  of  the  the  United  States,  and  for 
whom  other  annual  compensations  are  not  here- 
by provided,  a-  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  And  it  shall  be  ine  duty  of  the 
respective  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  survey- 
ors, to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  all  fees  and  offi- 
cial emoluments  received  by  them ;  also,  of  all 
expenditures,  particularizing  tbeir  expenditures 
for  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  and  clerk  hire,  and  to 
transmit,  annually,  within  forty  days  after  the  last 
day  of  December,  an  account,  as  aforesaid,  veri- 
fied on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  who  shall,  annually,  lay  an  abstract 
of  the  same  before  Congress ;  and  if  any  collector, 
naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  shall  omit  or  neglect  to 
keep  an  account  as  aforesaid,  or  to  transmit  the 
same,  verified  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
compensations  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
revenue  cutters,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  To  a 
captain  or  master,  fifty  dollars  per  month,  and  the 
subsistence  of  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Slates ;  to  a  first  lieutenant  or  mate,  thirty-five 
dollars  per  month  ;  to  a  second  lieutenant  or  mate, 
thirty  dollars  per  month ;  to  a  third  lieutenant  or 
mate,  twenty-five  dollars  per  month ;  and  to  every 
lieutenant  or  mate,  the  subsistence  of  a  lieutenant 
in  the  army  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  the  nay  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  gunners,  and  mar- 
iners emftloyed  in  the  said  cutters,  uiall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  established  and  varied  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  with  such  rations  as 
are  or  shall  be  allowed  in  ihenaral  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  collector  shall  die  or  resign,  the  commis- 
sions to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled,  on 
the  receipt  of  all  duties  bonded  by  him,  shall  be 
equally  divided  between  the  collector  resigning, 
or  the  legal  representative  of  such  deceased  col- 
lector, and  his  successor  in  office,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  collect  the  same,  and,  for  this  purpose, 
all  the  public  or  official  books,  papers,  and  ac- 
counts of  the  collector  resigning  or  deceased,  shall 
be  delivered  over  to  such  successor. 
Approved,  March  2, 1799. 

An  Act  ibr  the  govemmoit  of  the  Navy  of  the  ITnitfld 
States 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  rules  and 
regulations  be  adopted  and  pat  in  force  for  the 
government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States : 

Article  1.  The  commanders  of  all  ships  and 
vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  are  strictly 
required  to  show  in  themselves  a  good  example 
ofh  onor  and  virtue  to  their  officers  and  men,  and 
to  be  very  vigilant  in  inspecting  the  behaviour  of 
all  such  as  are  under  them,  and  to  discountenance 
and  suppress  all  dissolute,  immoral,  and  disorder- 
ly practices,  and  also  such  as  are  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  discipline  and  obedience,  and  to  correct 
those  who  are  guilty  of  the  same,  according  to  the 
usage  of  the  sea  service. 
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2.  The  commanders  of  the  ships  of  the  United 
States  having  on  board  chaplains,  are  to  take  care, 
that  divine  service  be  performed  twice  a  day,  and 
a  sermon  preached  on  Sundays,  unless  bad  wea- 
ther, or  other  extraordinary  accidents  prevent. 

3.  Any  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  profane 
swearing,  or  of  drunkenness,  if  a  seaman  or  ma- 
rine, shall  be  put  in  irons  until  sober,  and  then 
flogged,  if  the  captain  shall  think  proper;  but,  if 
an  officer,  he  shall  forfeit  two  day*s  pay,  or  incur 
such  punishment  as  a  court  martial  shall  impose, 
and  as  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence  shall 
deserve. 

4.  No  commander,  for  any  one  offence,  shall  in- 
flict any  punishment  upon  a  seaman  or  marine 
beyond  twelve  lashes  upon  his  bare  back  with  a 
cat  of  nine  tails,  and  no  other  cat  shall  be  made 
use  of  on  board  any  ship  of  war,  or  other  vessel, 
belonging  to  the  United  States.  If  the  fault  shall 
deserve  a  greater  punishment,  he  is  to  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  commander  la  chief  of 
the  Nary,  or  the  commander  of  a  squadron,  in  or- 
der to  the  trying  of  him  by  a  court  martial }  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  majr  put  him  under  confine- 
ment. 

5.  The  commander  is  never  by  his  own  author- 
ity to  discharge  a  commission  or  warrant  officer, 
nor  to  punish  or  strike  him,  but  he  may  suspend 
or  confine  him,  and  shall  report  the  case  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  commandant  of  a  squad- 
ron, as  soon  as  he  arrives  in  port,  if  at  sea,  or  if  in 

Sort,  in  ten  days,  in  order  that  a  court  martial  may 
ecide  on  the  offence. 

6.  The  officer  who  commands  by  accident  in 
the  captain  or  commander's  absence  (unless  he  be 
absent  for  a  time  by  leave)  shall  not  order  any 
correction  bnt  confinement,  and  upon  the  captain's 
return  on  board,  he  shall  then  give  an  account  of 
his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

7.  The  captain  is  to  cause  the  articles  of  war  to 
be  hung  up  in  some  public  place  of  the  ship,  and 
read  to  the  ship's  company  once  a  month. 

8.  Whenever  a  captain  shall  enter  or  enlist  a 
seaman,  he  shall  take  care  to  enter  on  his  boobs, 
the  time  and  term  of  his  entering,  in  order  to  his 
beingjustly  paid. 

9.  The  captain  shall,  before  he  sails,  make  re- 
turn to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  complete  list 
of  all  his  officers  and  men,  with  the  time  and  terms 
of  their  entering,  and  during  his  cruise  or  station, 
shall  keep  a  true  account  of  the  desertion  or  death 
of  any  oi  them,  and  of  the  entering  of  others,  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  tor  which  they 
were  entered,  and  before  any  of  them  are  paid  off, 
he  shall  make  return  of  a  eomfdete  list  of  the  same, 
including  those  who  shall  remain  on  board  his 
ship. 

10.  The  men  shall,  at  their  request,  be  furnish- 
ed with  slops  that  are  necessary,  by  order  of  the 
captain,  and  the  amount  delivered  to  each  man 
shall  be  regularly  returned  by  the  purser,  so  that 
the  same  be  stopped  out  of  his  pay. 

11.  All  officers  not  having  commissions  or  war- 
rants, (or  appointed  commission  or  warrant  offi- 
cers for  the  time  being,)  are  termed  petty,  or  infe- 
riw  offieeri. 


12.  Whenever  any  inferior  officer,  seaman,  or 
other  person,  be  turned  over  into  the  ship  of  a 
commander  other  than  the  one  with  whom  he  en- 
tered, he  is  not  lo  be  rated  on  the  ship's  b,>oks,  in 
a  worse  quality,  or  lower  degree  or  station,  than 
he  served  in  the  ship  he  was  removed  from;  and 
for  the  guide  of  the  captain,  he  is  to  demand  from 
the  commander  of  the  ship  from  which  such  per- 
son or  persons  were  tumra  over,  a  list,  under  bis 
hand,  of  his  or  their  names,  and  the  quality  in 
which  he  or  they  served. 

13.  Any  officer,  seaman,  or  other  person,  entitled 
to  wages  or  prize  money,  may  have  the  same 
paid  to  his  assignee,  provided  the  assignment  be 
attested  by  the  captain  and  the  purser;  but  the 
captain  or  commander  of  every  vessel  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  is  to  discourage 
crew  from  selling  any  part  of  their  wages  or  prize 
money,  and  never  to  attest  the  letter  of  attomef 
until  ne  is  satisfied  that  the  same  is  not  granted  in 
consideration  of  money  given  for  the  purchase  of' 
wages^r  shares  of  prize  money. 

14.  When  any  officer,  or  other  person  dies,  the 
captain  is  forthwith  to  have  his  name  entered  on 
the  books  of  the  ship,  in  order  to  the  wages  being- 
forthwiih  paid  to  his  executors  or  administrators.- 

15.  A  convenient  place  shall  be  set  apartforthe 
sick  or  hurt  men,  to  which  they  are  to  be  removed 
with  their  hammocks  and  bedding  when  the  sar- 
gean  shall  advise  the  same  to  be  necessary,  sod 
some  of  the  crew  shall  be  appointed  to  attend 
them,  and  keep  the  place  clean ;  cradles,  and  buck- 
ets with  covers,  shall  be  made  for  their  use  if  ne- 
cessary. 

16.  All  ships  furnished  with  fishing  tackle,  be- 
ing in  such  places  where  fish  is  to  be  had,  the  cip- 
tam  is  to  employ  some  of  the  company  in  fishing:' 
the  fish  to  be  daily  distributed  to  such  persons  as 
are  sick,  or  upon  recovery,  provided  the  surgeca 
recommend  it,  aiid  the  surjuus,  by  turns,  amonnt 
the  messes  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  gratis,  vnth- 
out  any  deduction  of  their  allowance  of  provisions 
on  that  account. 

17.  It  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  commanders  of 
squadrons,  to  shorten  the  allowance  of  provisions, 
according  to  the  exigence  of  the  semce,  taking 
care  that  the  men  be  punctually  paid  for  the  same; 
the  like  power  is  given  to  captains  of  ships  acting 
singly,  where  it  is  deemed  necessary^;  and  if  there 
should  be  a  want  of  pork,  the  captain  is  to  order 
three  pounds  of  beef  lo  Iw  issued  in  lieu  of  two 
pounds  of  pork. 

18.  If  any  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  hap- 
pen to  come  into  port  in  want  of  provisions,  the 
warrant  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  or  of 
a  captain,  where  there  is  no  commander  of  a  squad- 
ron present,  shall  be  sufficient  to  procure  the  sup- 
ply of  the  quantity  wanted,  from  the  agent  or  di- 
vy  agent  at  such  port. 

19.  The  captains  are  frequentljr  to  cause  to  be 
inspected  the  condition  of  the  provision,  and  if  the 
bread  proves  damp^  to  have  it  aired  upon  the  quar- 
ter deck,  and  other  convenient  places,  and  in  case 
of  the  pickle  being  leaked  out  of  the  fiesh  casks, 
he  is  to  have  new  pickle  made,  and  put  thereiiv 
after  such  casks  are  repaired. 
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20.  The  captain  shall  cause  the  purser  to  secure 
the  clothes,  bedding,  and  other  thiogs,  of  such  per- 
sons, as  shall  die,  or  be  killed,,  to  be  deliverea  to 
dieir  executors,  or  administrators. 

21.  All  papers,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading, 
passports,  and  other  writing  whatsoever,  found  on 
board  any  ship  or  ships  which  shall  be  taken,  shall 
Ite  carefully  preserved  and  the  originals  sent  to  the 
court  of  justice  for  maritime  afiairs,  appointed  or 
to  be  appointed  for  judging  concerning  such  prize 
or  prizes ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wil- 
fully or  oegligeutly  destroy,  or  sufier  to  be  destroy- 
ed, any  such  paper  or  papers,  be  or  they  so  offend- 
ing shall  forfeit  his  or  their  share  of  such  prize  or 
prizes,  and  suffer  such  other  punishment  as  they 
shall  be  judged  by  a  court  martial  to  deserve  j  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  embezzle,  or  steal, 
or  take  away,  any  cables,  anchors,  sails,  or  any  of 
the  ship's  furniture,  or  any  of  the  powder,  arms, 
ammuDitioD,  or  proTLsioDS,of  any  ship  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  prize  taseu  by  a  ship 
or  ships,  aforesaid,  or  maltreat  or  steal  the  effects 
of  any  prisoner,  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  a  court  martial  shall  order. 

22.  When  in  sight  of  any  ship,  sbips,  or  other 
vessels  of  the  enemy,  or  at  such  other  times  as 
may  appear  necessary  to  prepare  for  an  engage- 
ment, the  captain  shall  order  all  things  in  his  ship 
in  a  proper  posture  for  fight,  and  shall,  in  his  own 
person,  and  according  to  his  duty,  heart  on  and 
encourage  the  inferior  officers  and  men  to  fight 
courageously,  and  not  behave  themselves  faintly, 
or  cry  for  quarters,  on  pain  of  such  punishment 
as  the  offence  shall  appear  to  deserve  for  his  ne- 
glect. 

23.  Any  captain,  o£Scer,  or  other  person,  who 
shall  not  exert  himself,  or  who  shall  Misely  desert 
his  duty  or  station  io  the  ship,  and  run  away  while 
the  enemy  is  in  sight,  or  in  time  of  action,  or  shall 
entice  others  to  do  so,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  a  court  martial  shall  inflict. 

24.  Any  officer,  seaman,  marine,  or  other  per- 
son, who  shall  disobey  the  orders  of  bis  superior, 
or  begin,  excite,  cause,  or  join  in,  any  mutmy,  or 
sedition,  in  the  ship  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in 
any  other  ship  or  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suf- 
fer death^  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court  mar- 
tial shall  direct;  and  further,  any  person  in  any 
ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  service  aforesaid, 
who  shall  utter  any  words  of  sedition  and  mutiny, 
or  endeavor  to  make  any  mutinous  assembly,  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suffer  such  pun- 
ishment as  a  court  martial  shall  inflict. 

25.  None  shall  presume  to  quarrel  with  or  strike 
his  superior  officer,  on  pain  of  such  punishment  as 
a  court  martial  shall  order  to  he  inflicted. 

26.  If  any  person  shall  apprehend  he  has  just 
cause  of  complaint,  he  shall  quietly  and  decently 
make  the  same  known  to  his  superior  officer,  or  to 
^e  captain,  as  the  case  may  require  who  shall 
take  care  that  justice  be  done  him. 

27.  There  shall  be  no  quarrelling  or  fiehting  be- 
tween shipmates  on  board  any  ship  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  nor  shall  there  be  used  any  re- 
proachful and  {Htiroking  speeches,  tendiog  to  make 


quarrels  anddisturbances,on  pain  of  imprisonment, 
or  of  such  punishment  as  the  captain,  or  a  court 
martial,  shall  judge  proper  to  inflict. 

28.  If  any  person  shall  sleep  upon  his  watch,  oc' 
negligently  perform  the  daty  which  shall  be  en- 
joined him  to  do,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  the  captain  or  a  court  martial  shall  inflict. 

29.  All  murder  shall  be  punished  with  death.^ 

30.  All  robbery  and  theft  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the 
captain,  and  above  that  sum  as  a  court  martial 
shall  inflict. 

31.  Any  master  of  arms,  or  other  person  of  whom 
the  tike  duty  may  be  required,  refusing  to  receive' 
such  prisoner  or  prisoners,  as  shall  be  committed 
to  his  cbarse,  or  having  received  them  shall  suf- 
fer him  or  them  to  escape,  or  dismiss  them  with- 
out orders  from  his  captain,  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  navy,  or  the  commander  of  a  squadron, 
for  so  doing,  shall  suffer  to  his  or  their  stead,  as  a 
court  martial  shall  order  and  direct. 

32.  The  captains,  officers,  and  others,  shall  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  detect,  apprehend,  and 
bring  to  punishment,  all  offenders,  and  shall  at  all 
times  readily  assist  all  officers  and  others  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose,  in  the  discharge  ot  such  duti^ 
when  it  is  required,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded 
against  and  punished  by  a  court  martial  at  discre- 
tion. 

33.  If  any  officer  whatsoever,  mariner,  marine, 
soldier,  or  other  person,  belonging  to  any  ship  or 
vessel  of  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
shall  give,  hold,  or  entertain  intelligence,  to  or 
with  any  enemy  or  rebel,  without  leave  from  the 
Government,  commander-in-chief,  or  in  case  of  a 
single  ship,  from  his  captain,  ever^  such  peraoD  so 
offendiiia,and  beiug  thereof  conrteted  by  the  sen- 
tence of^ a  court  martial,  shall  be  punished  with 
death. 

34.  ir  any  letter  or  message  from  an  enemy  or 
rebel  be  conveyed  to  any  officer,  mariner,  marine^ 
or  other  person,  belonging  to  any  ship  or  vessel  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  person  ai 
aforesaid  shall  not  within  twelve  hours,  having 
opportunity  so  to  do.  acquaint  bis  superior  or  com- 
mander-in-chief with  it ;  or  if  any  superior  officer, 
being  acquainted  therewith,  shall  not,  in  conveni- 
ent lime,  reveal  the  same  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  commander  of  a  squadron,  or  other  proper 
officer,  appointed  to  take  cognizance  of  such  of- 
fence, every  sucb  person  so  offending,  and  being 
convicted  thereof,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial, shall  be  punished  with  death,  or  such  other 

jinnishment,  as  the  nature  and  dejgree  of  the  of- 
ence  shall  deserve,  and  according  to  the  senteuM 
of  a  court  martial. 

35.  All  spies,  and  all  persons  whatsoever  who 
shall  come,  or  be  found,  in  the  nature  of  spies,  t« 
bring  or  deliver  any  saucing  letter  or  message 
from  an  enemy  or  rebel,  or  endeavor  to  corrupt 
any  captain,  officer,  mariner,  marine,  or  other  pw- 
son  in  the  fleet,  to  betray  bis  trust,  being  convict- 
ed of  any  euch  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court 
martial,  shall  be  punished  with  death,  or  such  other 
punishment,  as  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence 
shall  deserve,  and  the  court  martial  shall  impose. 
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36.  No  person  in  a  fleet,  or  in  a  single  ship  or 
Teasel,  shall  supply  an  enemy  or  rebel  with  stores, 
money,  vicluals.  arms,  ammunition,  or  any  kind  of 
stores,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon  pain  of  death, 
or  such  other  punishment  as  a  coort  martial  shall 
think  fit  to  impose,  and  as  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  crime  shall  deserve. 

37.  Every  ptrson  in  or  belonging  to  any  ship 
-or  re^sel  in  the  service  of  the  Unitea  States,  who 
shall  desert  or  run  awa^r  with  any  vessel  or  boat, 
to  the  enemy  or  otherwise,  or  with  any  effects  of 
the  United  States,  whatsoever,  or  yield  up  the 
same  cowardly  or  treacherously,  shall  suffer  death, 
or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court  martial  shall 
inflict. 

38.  The  officers  and  seamen,  &c.  of  all  ships 
appointed  for  convoy  ar.d  guard  of  merchantmen, 
shall  diligently  attend  upon  that  charge  without 
delay,  according  to  their  instruciions,  and  whoso- 
ever shall  be  faulty  therein,  shall  be  punished  as  a 
court  martial  shall  direct. 

39.  If  any  captain,  commander  or  other  oflScer 
of  any  ship  or  Tessel  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  receive  or  permit  on  board  bis  vessel 
any  goods  or  merchandise,  other  than  for  the  sole 
use  of  his  vessel,  except  gold,  silver,  or  jpwels.and 
except  the  goods  and  merchandise  of  vessels  which 
may  ne  in  distress  or  shipwrecked,  or  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  shipwrecked,  in  order  to  preserve 
them  for  the  proper  owner,  without  legal  orders 
from  the  Naval  Department,  every  person  so  of- 
fending being  convicted  thereof,  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court  mnrtia).  shall  be  cashiered,  and  be  for- 
ever ofterwnrds  rendered  incapable  to  serve  in  any 
place  or  office  io  the  navy  service  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

40.  There  shall  be  no  wasteful  expense  of  any 
powder,  shot,  ammunition,  or  other  stores,  in  the 
Teasels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  nor  any 
embezzlement  thereof,  but  'l>c  stores  and  provi- 
sions shall  be  carefully  preserved,  upon  pain  of 
such  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  offend- 
ers, abettors,  buyers,  and  receiTers,  as  shall  be  by  a 
court  martial  found  just  in  that  behalf. 

41.  Every  person  m  the  Navy  who  shall  unlaw- 
Ailly  burn  or  set  fire  to  any  kind  of  public  prop- 
erty, not  then  appertaining  to  an  enemy,  pirate, 
or  rebel,  being  convicted  of  any  such  onence.  by 
the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  shall  suffer  death. 

42.  Care  shall  be  taken  in  steering  and  con- 
ducting every  ship  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
so  that  tbrouffh  wilfulness,  negligence,  or  other 
defaults,  no  ship  be  stranded  or  hazarded,  upon 
pain  that  such  as  shall  be  found  guilty  therein,  be 
punished  as  the  offence,  by  a  coiirt  martial,  shall 
be  judged  to  deserve. 

43.  Every  officer  or  other  person  in  the  Navy 
who  shall  knowingly  make  or  sign  a  false  mus- 
ter, or  procure  the  making  or  signing  thereof,  or 
shall  aid  or  abet  tn  the  same,  shall  be  cashiered 
and  rendered  incapable  of  further  employment  in 
the  navy  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
forfeit  all  the  pay  and  subsistence  money  due  to 
him. 

44.  Every  person  guilty  of  mutiny,  desertion,  or 
disobedience  to  his  superior  officer  on  shore,  aetiog 
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in  the  proper  line  of  his  duty,  shall'  be  tried  by  a 
court  martial,  and  suffer  the  like  punishment  (or 
every  such  offence,  as  if  the  $ame  had  been  com- 
mitted at  sea,  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

45.  If  any  person,  belonging  to  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  when  on  shore,  on  duty,  or  otherwise,  i^tu- 
<ter,  abuse,  or  maltreat  any  mhabitant,  or  injure 
his  property  in  any  way,  such  person  sbalt  be  pun- 
ished as  a  court  martial  shall  oirecU 

46.  All  fHulls,  disorders,  and  misdemeanors, 
which  shall  be  committed  on  bosrd  any  ship  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  which  are  not 
herein  mentioned, sliall  be  punished  according  to_ 
the  laws  and  customs  in  such  ca^es  at  ^ea. 

47.  No  court  martial,  to  be  held  or  appointed  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  consist  of  more  than  thir- 
teen, nor  less  than  five  persons,  to  be  composed  vC 
such  commanders  of  squadrons,  captains,  and  sea 
lieutenants,  as  are  then  and  there  present,  and 
as  are  next  in  seniority  to  the  officer  wno  prendes ; 
but  no  lieutenant  shall  sit  on  a  court  martial  held 
on  a  captain,  or  a  junior  lieutenant  on  that  of  a 
senior. 

48.  Every  member  of  a  court  martial  shall  take 
the  following  oath:  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  I  will 
well  and  trmy  try  and  impartially  determine  the 
cause  ofthe  prisoner  now  to  beiried,accordiogto  the 
rules  of  the  Navy  of  theUnited  States.  So  help  me 
God,"  Which  oath  shall  be  administered  by  the 
president  to  the  other  members,  and  the  president 
himself  shall  be  sworn  by  the  officer  next  in  rank; 
and  as  soon  as  the  above  oath  shall  have  been  ad- 
ministered, the  president  of  the  court  is  required 
to  administer  to  the  judge  advocate,  or  person  of- 
ficiating as  such,  an  oath  in  the  following  words: 
"  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  I  will  not,  upon  any  ac- 
count, at  any  time  whatsoever,  disclose  or  discorer 
the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular  member  of 
this  court  martial,  unless  thereto  required  by  an 
act  of  Congress.  &o  help  me  God."  And  all  wit- 
nesses, before  they  be  admitted  to  give  evidence 
shall  take  the  following  oath :  *'  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear 
that  the  evidence  I  shall  give  in  the  cause  now 
in  hearing,  shall  be  (he  train,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.   So  help  me  God." 

49.  The  sentence  of  a  court  martial  for  any 
capital  offence  shall  not  be  put  in  execution  until 
it  be  confirmed  by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
fleet.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of 
every  court  martial  to  transmit  to  the  commando-- 
in-chief  ofthe  fleet,  and  to  the  head  of  the  Navy 
Department,  every  sentence  which  shall  be  given, 
with  a  summary  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings 
thereon,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

50.  The  commander-in-rbiefof  the  fleet,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  have  power  to  pardon  ana  remit 
any  sentence  of  death,  in  consequence  of  any  qf 
the  aforementioned  articles. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  in  the  navyservice,  being  called  upon  to 
give  evidence  at  any  court  martial,  shall  refuse  to 
^ive  his  evidence  upon  oath,  or  shall  prevaricate 
in  his  evidence,  or  behave  with  contempt  to  the 
court,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  court 
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martial  to  puQi!^!)  such  offender  by  imprisoDmeni, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  such  imprisonmeDt, 
ia  DO  case,  to  coDtioue  longer  than  tbree  moDths; 
and  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  who 
shall  commit  anv  wiluil  perjury  in  any  evidence 
or  examLDation  upoo  oatn  at  such  court  martial, 
who  shall  corruptly  procure  or  suborn  any  person 
to  commit  such  wilful  perjury,  shall  and  may  be 

grosecuted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
tates,  by  indictment  or  information.  And  all 
and  erery  persoD,  lawfully  convicted  upon  any 
SDch  indictment  or  informatioo.  shall  be  punished 
with  sQchpaios  and  penalties  as  are  inflicted  for 
the  like  offences  by  the  laws  therein  provided. 

Sbc.  3,  And  it  it  her^  J^iher  enacted  by 
the  authorify  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  where 
the  crews  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  separated  from  their  vessels,  by  the 
latter  being  wrecked,  lost,  or  destroyed,  all  the 
command,  power,  and  authority,fflven  lo  the  offi- 
cers of  such  ships  or  vessels,  shall  remain  and  be 
in  full  force  as  efiectually  as  if  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel was  not  so  wrecked,  lost,  or  destroyed,  until 
they  shall  be  regularly  discharged  from  the  ser- 
Tice  of  the  United  Stales,  or  removed  into  some 
other  of  its  said  ships,  or  until  a  court  martial  shall 
be  held  to  int^uire  mto  such  loss  of  the  said  ship  or 
Tessel ;  and  if.  upon  inquiry,  it  shall  appear  by 
the  sentence  of  the  court  martial,  that  all  or  any 
of  the  officers,  seamen,  nurines,  and  others,  of  the 
said  ship  or  vessd,  did  their  almost  to  preserve, 
get  off,  or  recover,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and, 
after  the  loss  thereof,  did  behave  themselves  obe- 
diently to  their  superior  officers,  according  to  the 
discipline  of  the  Navy,  and  the  said  articles  and 
orders  hereinbefore  established,  then  all  the  pay 
and  wages  of  the  said  officers  and  seamen,  or  suca 
of  them  as  shall  have  done  their  duty  as  aforesaid, 
shall  continue  and  go  on.  and  be  paid  to  the  time 
of  their  discharge  or  death;  and  every  such  offi- 
cer or  seaman,  who,  after  the  wreck  or  loss  of  his 
said  ship  or  vessel,  shall  act  contrary  lo  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Navy,  or  the  articles  nerein  before 
established,  or  any  of  them^hall  be  sentenced  by 
the  said  court  martial,  and  ne  punished,  as  if  the 
ship  to  which  he  did  belong  was  not  so  wrecked 
or  destroyed. 

Bsc.  4.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  all  the 
pay  and  wages  of  such  officers  and  seamen  of  any 
of  the  ships  of  the  United  States  as  are  uken  by 
the  enemy,  and,  upoo  inqatry  at  a  court  martial, 
shall  appear  by  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  to 
have  donc^  their  utmost  to  defend  the  ship  or 
ships,  ao(J7 since  the  taking  thereof,  to  have  be- 
haved themselves  obediently  to  their  superior  offi- 
cers, according  to  the  discipline  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  said  articles  and  orders,  hereinbefore  estab- 
lished, shall  continue  and  go  on  as  aforesaid,  until 
they  be  exchanged  and  discharged,  or  until  they 
shall  die,  whichever  may  first  happen :  Provided 
dhoaya^  That  persons  flying  from  justice  shall  be 
tried  and  punished  for  so  doing. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  all 
captured  national  ships  or  Tessels  of  war  shall  be 
the  property  of  the  Uaited  States ;  all  other  ships 
or  ressels,  oelng  of  sap^irior  force  to  the  vessel 


making  the  capture,  in  men  or  in  guns,  shall  be 
the  sole  property  of  the  captors ;  anil  all  ships  or 
vessels  of  inferior  force  shall  be  divided  equally 
between  the  United  States  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  vessels  making  the  capture. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  il  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 

Sroduce  of  prizes  taken  by  the  ships  of  the  United 
tales,  atid  bounty  for  taking  the  ships  of  the  ene- 
my, be  proportioned  and  distributed  in  the  man- 
ner following,  to  wit : 

1.  To  the  captain,  actually  on  board  at  the  time 
of  taking  any  prize,  being  other  than  a  public  or 
national  vessel,  or  ship  of  war.three-tweotiedisof 
that  proportion  of  the  proceeds  belonging  to  the 
captors. 

2.  If  such  captain  or  captaios  be  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  a  commander-in-chief,  or 
commander  vf  a  squadron,  having  a  captain  on 
board,  such  commander-in<chtef,  or  commander  of 
a  squadron,  to  bare  one  of  the  said  twentieth 
parts,  and  the  captains  taking  the  prize,  the  other 
two-twentieth  parts. 

3.  To  the  sea  lieutenants  and  .sailing  master, 
two-twentieths. 

4.  To  marine  officers,  the  surgeon,  purser,  boat- 
swain, gunner,  carpenter,  master's  mate,  and  chap* 
lain,  two-twentieths. 

5.  To  midshipmen,  surgeon's  mates,  captain's 
clerk,  clergyman  or  schoolmaster,  boatswain's 
mates,  suuner's  mates,  carpenter's  mates,  ship's 
steward,  sailmaker,  master  at  arms,  armorer,  and 
cockswain,  three-twentieths. 

6.  Gunner's  yeoman,  boatswain's  yeoman,  quar- 
termasters, quarter  gunners,  cooper,  sailmaker's 
mates,  sergeant  of  marines,  corporal  of  marines, 
drummer  and  fifer,  and  extra  petty  officers,  three- 
twentieths. 

7.  To  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  marines,  and 
boys,  seven-twentieths. 

8.  Any  officer  on  board,  having  more  posts  than 
one,  is  only  entitled  to  the  share  helonging  to  his 
superior  office,  according  to  the  regulations  afore- 
said. 

9.  Whenever  one  or  more  ships  of  the  United 
States  are  in  sight,  at  the  time  of  any  one  or  more 
other  ships  as  aforesaid  are  taking  a  prize  or  prize^ 
or  being  engaged  with  an  enemy,  and  tbe^  shall 
all  be  so  in  sight,  when  the  enemy  shall  strike  or 
surrender,  they  shall  share  equally,  according  to 
the  number  of  guns  and  men  od  board  of  each 
ship  so  in  sight;  but  do  privateer  or  armed  ship, 
being  in  signt  of  a  national  ship  of  war,  at  the 
taking  of  any  prize,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  share 
in  such  prize  or  prizes. 

10.  Commanders  of  ships  of  war  taking  any 

Srize,  are  to  transmit,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
[aval  Department,  a  true  list  of  the  officers  and 
men  actually  on  board  at  the  taking  of  such  prize, 
inserting  therein  the  quality  of  every  person's  ra- 
ting ;  and  the  Department  aforesaid  is  to  examine 
the  said  list  by  the  ship's  muster  book,  to  see  their 
agreement,  and  is  to  grant  certificates  of  the  truth 
of  such  list  transmined,  in  order  that  the  agents 
appointed  by  the  captors,  make  payment  oT  the 
shares,  agreeably  to  this  act. 

11.  In  order  to  define  the  rightt  and  privileges 
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of  commanders-iD-chief,  commanders  of  squad- 
rons, and  captAios,  in  relation  to  captures:  No 
commander-in-chief,  or  commander  oi  a  squadron, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  share  of  prizes 
taken  by  theships-of-war  of  the  tJoited  States  that 
are  not  put  poder  his  immediate  command,  nor  of 
such  prizes  as  may  bare  been  taken  prerious  to 
such  ship's  being  placed  under  his  command,  and 
until  they  have  acted  under  his  immediate  orders  ; 
nor  shall  a  commander-in-chief  or  commander 
of  a  squadron,  returning  home  from  any  station 
where  he  had  the  command,  hare  any  share  in 
prizes  taken  by  ships  left  on  such  station,  after 
he  has  got  out  of  the  limits  of  his  said  eommiand. 

12.  Captains,  fsaiting  especially  under  orders 
from  the  Nary  Department,  are  clearly  to  be  un- 
detstood  as  acting  separately  from  any  superior 
officer. 

13.  The  bonnty  given  by  the  United  States,  on 
any  national  ship-of-war,  taken  from  the  enemy 
and  brought  into  port,  shall  be  for  every  cannon 
mounted,  carrying  a  ball  of  twenty-four  pounds, 
or  upward,  two  hundred  dollars :  For  every  can- 
non carrying  a  ball  of  eighteen  pounds,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  for  every  cannon,  carrying 
a  ball  of  twelve  pounds,  one  hundred  dollars ;  and 
for  every  cannon,  carrying  a  ball  of  nine  pounds, 
seventy-fire  dollars ;  for  every  smaller  cannon, 
fifty  dollars ;  and  for  every  officer  and  man  taken 
on  board,  forty  dollars;  which  sums  are  to  be  di- 
vided agreeably  to  the  foregoing  articles. 

Sbc.  7.  Ana  be  Ufwiher  enacUd,  That,  for  the 
ships  or  goods  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the 
Cnited  States,  or  to  the  citizeiu  or  sabjects  of  any 
ution,  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  if  retaken 
from  the  enemy  within  twenty-four  hours,  the 
owners  are  to  allow  one-eighth  part  of  the  whole 
value  for  salrase,  if  after  twenty-four  hours,  and 
under  forty-^ight,  one-fifth  thereof,  if  abore  that, 
and  under  ninety-six  hours,  one-third  part  thereof, 
and  if  above  that,  one-half ;  all  of  which  is  to  be 
paid,  without  any  deduction  whatsoever,  agreeably 
to  the  articles  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  every 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  disabled  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  his  own 
Ufie,  and  the  life  of  his  wife,  if  a  married  man,  at 
the  time  of  receiving  the  wound,  one-half  his 
monthly  pay. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  itfiaiher  enaOed,  That  all  the 
money  accruing,  or  which  has  already  accrued, 
from  the  sale  or  prizes,  shall  be  and  remain  for- 
erer  a  lund  for  the  payment  of  the  half-pay  to  the 
officers  and  seamen  who  may  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  same;  and,  if  the  said  fund  shall  be  insuffi- 
cient for  this  purpose,  the  public  faith  is  hereby 
pledged  to  make  up  the  deficiency :  But,  if  it 
should  be  more  than  sufficient,  the  surplus  shall  be 
applied  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct  by  law, 
to  the  making  of  further  provision  for  the  comfort 
of  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and 
for  such  as  may  not  be  disabled,  who  may  merit 
by  their  bravery,  or  their  long  and  faithful  servi- 
ces, the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  ewxcted,  That  the 
said  fbnd  shall  be  under  the  management  and 


direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
for  the  time  being,  who  are  hereby  authorized  lo 
receive  all  such  sums  as  the  United  Slates  maybe 
entitled  to,  for  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  to  invest  the 
same,  and  the  interest  arising  iherefrom,  in  such 
of  the  six  per  cent,  or  other  stock  of  the  Uoited 
States,  as  a  majority  of  them  from  time  to  lime 
shall  determine  to  be  most  advantageous ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  lay 
before  Coueress,  every  year,  in  the  first  week  of 
their  annual  meeting,  a  minute  and  correct  suie- 
ment  of  their  proceedings,  in  relation  to  the  nun- 
agement  of  said  fund. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jkrther  enacted.  That  no  rules 
or  regulations  made  by  any  commander-in-chie^ 
or  captain,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,fof 
the  staiionine,  designating  of  duty,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fleet,  or  any  «  the  crews  of  any  ship- 
of-war,  shall  be  at  variance  with  thisact,  but  shall 
be  strictly  conformable  thereto;  and  that  every 
commander-in-chief  and  captain,  in  making  pn- 
vate  rules  and  regulations,  and  designaiiag  die 
duty  of  his  officers,  shall  keep  in  view  also  the 
custom  and  usage  of  the  sea  service  mostcomnum 
to  our  nation. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 

As  Act  making  appropriations  Ibr  the  nipport  of  Gof' 
emment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  bandied 
and  nine^-nine. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  for  the  expenditaie  of 
the  Civil  List,  including  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  several  departments  and  ofiicers;  for  de- 
fraying the  compeosalions  of  clerks  in  the  several 
loan  offices,  and  for  books  and  stationery  for  tbe 
same;  for  tbe  payment  of  annuities  and  grants; 
for  the  support  of  the  Mint  EstablisbmeDt;  fot 
the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers ;  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Qor- 
emment ;  for  establishing  and  maintaining  trading 
houses  with  the  Indians,  and  for  satisfying  cer- 
tain miscellaneous  claims  and  expenses,  the  fc^- 
lowing  sums  be,  respectively,  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say : 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stain, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensations  to  the  members  « 
the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representatives,  theii 
officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  sessioa  of 
six  months'  continuance,  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-fiv#dollaTs. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing work,  ana  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  tbe 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  thirteen  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the 
chief  justice,  associate  judges,  district  judges,iM 
attorney  general,  district  attorneys,  and  marslul^ 
forty-seven  thousand  three  hundrect  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  clerks  of  courts, 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arisipfi 
from  fines^  forfeitures,  and  penalties ;  and  lit^^^jf 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecution  for  of- 
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fences  against  the  United  States,  and  for  safe- 
keepiog  of  prisoners,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
eleven  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  translating 
of  foreign  languages,  allowance  to  persons  em- 
ployed in  receiving  and  transmitting  passports  and 
sea-letters,  in  the  office  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
oflSce,  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's 
office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
snrjr,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expose  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in-  the  office  of  the  Au- 
ditor, seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  bis  office,  five  thousand  eight 
Aundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  all  other  contingeacieB  in  the  Treasurers 
office,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  personn  employed  in  his  office, 
six  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-flve  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Comrois- 
uoner  of  the  Revenue,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  competisation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  twenty-nve  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  Register's  office, 
(including  books  for  tbe  public  stocks  and  for  the 
arrangement  of  tbe  marine  papers,)  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  two  thousand  dollars ;  and  five  hundred 
dollars  for  a  clerk. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  tbe  payment  of  rent  for  the  several  houses 
employed  m  tbe  Treasury  Department,  (except 
the  Treasurer's  office,)  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood  and  candles  in  the 
several  offices  of  the  IWsury  Department,  (ex- 
cept the  Treasurer's  office,)  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  stating 
and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  tbe  year  one 
thousand  seven  nundred  and  ninety-nme.  (in- 
cluding an  increase  of  two  hundred  dollars,  in 
consequence  of  an  extension  of  tbe  revenue  and 
expenditures,}  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraymg  the  expense  incident  to  tbe  remo- 
tbI  of  the  boolu  and  recrads  of  the  Treasury  De- 
parttnent,  from  PbiUdelphia  to  Trenton,  during 
part  of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one  thousand 


seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  including  the  ex- 
tra expenses  of  the  several  omcers,  clerks,  and 
messengers,  in  each  office,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensations  to  tbe  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  tbe  expense  incident  to  the  removal  of  the 
Loan  office  of  Pennsylvania,  from  Pbiladelpbia, 
during  part  of  tbe  Summer  of  tbe  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  including 
the  extra  expenses  of  the  clerks  in  tbe  said  office, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  seven- 
ty cents. 

For  compensations  to  tbe  clerks  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Loans,  and  an  allowance  to  certain 
loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  defray 
ibe  authorized  expenses  of  tbe  several  loan  offi- 
cers, thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
eleven  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
said  department,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  expense  incident  to  tbe  removal  of  tbe 
Department  of  State,  from  Philadelphia  to  Tren- 
ton, during  part  of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  includ- 
ing the  extra  expenses  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
department,  the  clerks,  and  messengers  therein, 
four  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  thirty-five 
cents. 

For  compensations  to  tbe  following  officers  of 
the  Mint :  The  director,  two  thousand  dollars ;  the 
treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  the 
assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  tbe 
chief  coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ; 
tbe  melter  and  refiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  ;  the  engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ;  one  clerk,  at  seven  hundred  dollars ;  and 
two  at  five  hundred  dollars  each,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  tbe  wages  of  persons  employed  at  tbe  dif- 
ferent branches  of  melting,  refinmg,  coining,  car- 
penters', millwrights',  and  smiths'  work,  including 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  at 
lowed  to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die-foiger,  who 
also  oversees  tbe  execution  of  the  iron-work,  seven 
thousand  dollars. 

For  tbe  purchase  of  ironmongery,  lead,  wood, 
coals,  stationery,  office  furniture,  and  for  all  other 
contingencies  of  tbe  establishment  of  tbe  Mint, 
six  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  office,  eleven 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  printing, 
rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  bis  office,  ten  thoosaDO  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ao- 
eoantant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thotuand 
dolUrs. 
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For  the  expeose  incident  to  the  removal  of  the 
War  Department,  from  Philadelphia  to  Trenton, 
during  part  of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  including 
the  extra  expenses  of  the  Secretary  for  the  dei>art- 
ment,  the  Accountant,  clerks,  and  messengers,  in 
each  office,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-two dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  ntue 
thousand  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, rent,  and  all  other  contingencies,  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  removing  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  from  Philadelphia  to  Trenton,  during  part 
of  the  Summer  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  oioety-eight,  including  the  extra  ex- 
penses of  the  clerlu  and  messengers  in  the  offices 
of  the  Senretarv  and  Accountant  for  the  Depart- 
ment, four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
forty -eight  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Nary,  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  seven  hundred  and  Gi^y 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  keeper  of  the  Navy 
store,  and  his  assistant ;  laborers  employed  in  the 
store,  porterage,  and  store  rent,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  dultars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  surveyors, 
chain-carriers,  axe-men,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed, stationery,  and  other  contingent  expenses, 
in  the  Surveyor  General's  department  (in  addition 
to  former  appropriations)  nine  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Secretary, 
and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  five  tnousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing  patents  for 
land,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  in 
the  said  Terrilorjr,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  for  discharging  the  duties 
of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Afiairs,  during  part  of 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eigh^  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  nineteen  cents. 

For  compeDsation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  for  discharging  the  duties 
of  Secretary  dunng  part  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents. 

For  compensation  to  three  Judges  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  during  part  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents. 

For  compensntion  lo  the  Governor,  Secretary, 
and  Judges,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  for  the 


year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  niitety- 
nine,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUan. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,^t- 
ing  patents  for  land,  and  other  continjj^eDt  «- 
penses  of  the  Government  of  the  Mississippi  T«- 
ritory  (including  eight  months  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  nundred  and  ninetr-ei^i)  fin 
hundred  and  eighty  three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneons  de- 
mands against  the  United  States,  on  accoantof 
the  civil  department,  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of  set- 
tlement at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a  dv 
ture,  according  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  require 
payment  in  specie,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  bjr 
the  late  government,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three 
dollars  and  thirty- three  cents. 

For  the  annual  alio  vance  to  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  John  Harding,  and  to 
the  orphan chUdren  ofMajor  Alexander Trueman, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-seveoih  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineiy- 
three,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  tight-hoas- 
es.  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  and  stakeage 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  for  occasiooal 
improvement  in  the  construction  of  lanterps,aid 
lamps,  and  materials  used  in  them,  inclQdiog  aa 
allowance  for  the  increased  number  of  light-houses, 
forty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-one 
dollars  and  eight  cents. 

For  defraying  the  contingent  eapenses  of  IM 
Government,  (the  amount  of  former  appropW|: 
tioos  unexpended  being  carried  to  the  credit  of 
the  surplus  fund.)  twenty  thousand  dollar!. 

For  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  tnd- 
ing-houses  with  the  Indians,  (the  balance  trnex- 
pended  of  a  former  appropriatioD  being  carried  a 
the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund,^  one  hundred  aod 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  de- 
mands against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  a  dw 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  and  whid' 
are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the  usage  thereof^  to 
require  payment  in  specie,  font  thousand  doUan. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Geoetil 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks,  and  persoai 
employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office, eighi 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  pi^jj"* 
rent,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  tatf 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  two  thousand  doUw- 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  etuicted,  That  tje 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall « 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fond  of  six  huodicd 
thousand  dollars  reserved  by  the  act  "  makiag 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  Sutes,  Ifr 
gether  with  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  u»e 
proceeds  of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  thetooM^ 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  duties  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  and  stilts,  which  shall  accrue  naul 
the  close  cf  the  present  year. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 
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An  Act  reflpecting  diitillen  of  Ocnen. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  proprietor  or  pos- 
aesBor  of  any  dislillery  situated  m  aay  place  other 
than  a  citjr,  towo,  or  village,  and  employed  solely 
in  the  dtstillatloQ  of  geneva,  where  such  proprie- 
tor or  possessor  shall  employ  in  such  distillery  aoy 
oDe  still  whose  capacity  shall  exceed  eight  hun- 
dred gallons,  from  materials  the  growth  or  pro- 
dace  of  the  United  States,  may,  at  his  or  her  op- 
tioa,  be  charged  with  and  pay  duty  on  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  thereat  distilled,  at  the  same  rates, 
according  to  the  proof  thereof,  as  are  now  charge- 
able on  such  spirits  distilled  in  cities,  towns,  and 
villages,  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  provis- 
ions, penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  are  established 
for  securing  and  colleetiDg  the  duties  on  other  do- 
mestic distilled  spirits. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishment. 

Be  it  enacted,  That,  in  the  Medical  Estab~ 
lishment  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  he  the 
following  officers:  a  physician  general,  who  shall 
be  charged  with  the  superintendence  and  direction 
of  all  military  hospitals,  and  generally  of  all  med- 
ical and  chirurgical  practice  or  service  concerniDS 
the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all 
persons  who  shall  be  employed  in  and  about  the 
same,  in  camps,  garrisons,  and  hospitals.  An 
apothecary- general,  and  one  or  more  deputies,  who 
shall  b«  charged  with  the  safe-keeping  and  de- 
livery of  all  medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  and 
other  articles,  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  anaarmy. 
A  piiryeyor,  who  shall  he  charged  with  providing 
medicines,  stores,  and  whatsoever  else  may  be  ne- 
cessary in  relation  to  the  said  practice  or  service. 
A  competent  number  of  hospital  surgeons,  who 
shall  be  liable  to  serve  in  the  field,  ana  who  shall 
have  the  immediate  charge  and  direction  of  such 
military  hospitels  as  may  be  committed  to  their 
care  respectively.  A  suitable  number  of  hospital 
mates,  who  are  to  observe  the  directions  oi  the 
hospital  surgeons,  and  shall  diligently  perform  all 
reasonable  duties  required  of  them  for  the  recovery 
of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
military  4iospital  shallhave  a  steward,  with  a  com* 
petent  number  of  nurses  and  other  attendants; 
which  steward  shall  be  charged  with  the  procur- 
i^  of  such  supplies  as  may  not  otherwise  oe  fur- 
Dtshed,  and  with  the  safe-Keeping  and  issuing  of 
all  supplies. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it further  enacted.  That  the  said 
physician  general,  hospital  surgeons, purveyor,and 
apothecary,  and  apothecary's  deputy  or  deputies, 
shall  he  appointed  as  other  officers  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  said  mates  and  stewards  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  authority  and  at  the  direction 
of  the  said  physician-general,  subject  to  the  event- 
ual approbation  and  control  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  shall  be  removable  bv  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  physician  general ;  ana  that  the 
surgeon  of  each  hospital  shatTappoint,  employ  and 
fix  the  compensations  of  the  nurses  and  other  at- 
teodants  pf  such  bpspital,  subject  to  the  control  of 


the  said  physician  general,  or  the  hospitafl  snrgem 
of  senior  appointment,  with  a  separate  army,  or  in 
a  separate  district. 

Sbc.  4.  A-nd  he  it  further  enacted^  i:\\^i,ti&oiXviL 
as  the  regimental  sick  will  not  suffer  by  the  em* 
ploying  or  regimental  surgeons  or  mates  in  the 
temporary  or  other  hospitals  of  the  United  States, 
the  physician  general,  or  the  hospital  surgeon  of 
senior  appointment  with  a  separate  amy,  or  in  a 
separate,  district  with  the  consent  of  the  general 
and  commander-in  chief,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing a  separate  army,  may  require  the  attendance 
of  such  surgeons  or  surgeons*  mates,  as  in  his 
opinion  can  be  with  safety  so  withdrawn  from 
their  regiments. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  doty  of  the  physician  general,  with  two  or 
more  hospital  surgeons,  to  frame  a  system  of  direc- 
tions relative  to  the  d'escription  of  patients  to  he 
admitted  into  the  hospitals;  to  the  means  of  pro- 
motiog  cleanliness  in  the  hospitals ;  to  the  preven- 
tion of idleness,  skulkii^,and  gambling,  in  tne  hos- 
pitals; to  the  preventiOD  of  the  spread  of  infec- 
tious distempers  in  the  camps  and  hospitals,  and 
the  government  of  narses,  and  all  others  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  sick  in  camps  or  hospitals, 
;  subject  in  the  first  instance  to  the  approbation  and 
revision  of  the  commander-in-chief,  the  com- 
mander of  a  separate  army,  or  in  a  separate  district, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  evenrually  to  the  appro- 
bation and  control  of  (he  President  of  the  United 
States :  Provided,  alwaye,  That  the  said  direc- 
tions having  received  the  sanction  of  the  com- 
mander-iu'chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  separate 
army,  shall  be  operative  and  remain  in  full  foreei 
unless  altered  or  annulled  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stater. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  eitacted,  That  the 
compensations  of  the  said  several  officers  shall  be 
as  follows:  Of  the  physician  general,  one  hundred 
dollars  pay  per  month,  and  fifty  dollars  per  month, 
which  shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  forage, 
rations,  and  travelling  expenses;  of  the  porveyor, 
one  hundred  dollars  pay  per  month,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  bis  services  and  all  expenses;  of  the 
apothecary  general,  eighty  dollars  per  month,  and 
thirty  dollars  per  month  in  full  compensation  for 
forage,  rations,  and  all  expenses;  of  each  of 'hit 
deputies,  fifty  dollars  pav  per  month,  and  sixteen 
dollars  per  month,  in  full  compensation  for  forage, 
rations,  and  all  expenses ;  of  each  hospital  surgeon, 
eighty  dollars  pay  per  month,  and  forty  dollars 
per  month,  in  full  compensation  for  forae&  rations, 
and  all  expenses;  of  each  mate,  thirty  dollars  pay 
per  monthj  and  twenty  dollars  per  month,  in  foil 
compensation  for  forage,  rations,  and  all  expenses ; 
of  each  steward,  twenty-five  dollars  pay  per  month, 
and  eight  dollars  per  month,  in  full  compensation 
for  forage,  rations,  and  all  expenses.  Provided. 
that  none  of  the  officers  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled 
to  any  part  of  the  pay  or  emoluments  aforesaid, 
until  they  shall  respectively  be  called  into  actual 
service. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  sick  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  the  physician  ^neral  ana 

Digitized  by  Google 


8931 


APPENDIX. 


3932 


AOf  of  Cmgreu. 


bMpttal  turgeoD  of  senior  appointment,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  general  commaodiog  the  army 
within  the  district  where  he  shall  he,  shall  have 
power  to  provide  temporary  hospitals ;  and  the 
physician  general,  witn  the  approbation  of  the 
Fresidn'nt  of  the  United  States,  shall  hare  power 
to  provide  and  establish  permanent  hospitals. 

Src.  8,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  all  the 
■aid  officers  and  otners  shall,  as  touching  ibfcir 
several  offices  and  duties,  be  liable  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  govemmeot  and  discipline 
of  the  army ;  and  nhall  ne  bound  to  obey,  in  con- 
formity with  law  and  the  usage  and  costoms  of 
•rmiea.  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  chief  mili- 
tary officers  of  the  respecpre  armies,  and  within 
th«  r^peetire  diatriett  in  whleb  they  shall  respec- 
tirely  serve  and  be. 

Bee.  9,  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
physican  genera),  or,  in  his  absence,  the  senior  medi- 
cal officer,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander- 
in-chief,  or  eommanuing  officer  of  a  separate  army, 
be,  and  hereby  is^  authorized  and  empowered,  as 
often  as  may  he  judged  necessary,  to  call  a  medi- 
cal board,  which  shall  consist  of  the  three  senior 
ffledical  officers  then  present,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  examine  all  candidates  for  employment  or 
promotion  in  the  hospital  department,  and  certify 
10  the  Secretary  at  War  the  qiuliScations  of  each. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 

An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Be  It  enacted, ^c,  That  the  following  additional 
appropriations  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
made ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  further  expenses  in  carrjring  into  effect  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navi^ntion,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  twenty-ftve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  office-rent,  clerk-hire,  and  con- 
tingcneies.orthe  commissioners  under  the  sixth  ar- 
ttcle  of  the  said  treaty,  and  fur  the  salary  of  their 
secretary,  sixteen  thousond  dollars. 

For  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  defray  the  expenses  which  have  been  and  may 
he  incurred  under  the  act  passed  June  the  thirtieth, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  en- 
titled "  An  act  directing  the  appointment  of  agents 
in  relation  to  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty,  of 
Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation,  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,"  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  already  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners,  under  the 
seventh  article  of  the  said  treaty,  sixteen  thousand 
six  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents. 

For  the  salaries,  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  and 
other  contingencies  of  the  two  agents  residing  in 
England,  on  business  relative  to  the  said  seventh 
article,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  further  ex|>enses  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Limits,  between 


the  United  States  and  Spain,  twenty  thoujand 
dollars. 

For  maktog  good  deficiencies  in  former  appo- 
priaiioos  for  carrying  into  effect  the  engagement! 
of  the  United  States  with  the  Meditenaaeaa 
Powers,  two  hundred  thousand  dollar?. 

For  satisfying  claims,  other  than  for  recisteied 
debt,  which  may  be  allowed  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  pursaant  to  the  act,  rauded 
"  An  act  respcctiog  loan  t^ce  and  final  settlement 
certificates,'  (in  addition  to  former  appropriaiioBs} 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  forein 
nations  duriiiE  the  present  year,  in  addition  u  ue 
sum  of  forty  tnotuand  dtdlars  appropriated  bjr  Uw 
for  chat  purpose,  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thoinaod 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expmses  of  iatereoarse  with 
foreign  uations,  the  sum  of  seventy-ei^t  thouaad 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  reimbursement  of  such  reasonable  ad- 
vances of  money,  as  have  been,  or  dnring  the 
present  year  may  be,  made  by  the  consuls  of  the 
tJnited  States,  in  affording  relief  to  sick  and  des- 
titute American  seamen  m  foreign  countries,  or 
in  aiding  them  to  return  to  their  homes,  tweorf 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  already  arisen,  or  which  dar- 
ing the  present  year  may  be  incurred,  for  the  snp- 
port  and  ^afe-keeping  of  persons  captured  in  French 
ships  and  vessels,  eighteen  thousand  dt^Iais. 

Sbc.8.  Avdbeit^&ur enacted.  Thatt&ePresi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  h 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  certain  subjects  of 
Algiers  and  Tunis  the  damages  sustained  bf  them 
from  the  capture  or  loss  of  certain  mercModise 
freighted  on  board  of  vessels  sailing  under  the  flu 
of  the  United  States;  and  tbat  fifty-one  tboosaoa 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose. 

Sec. 3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThatthePrea- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  ^,<lw 
the  master  and  owner  of  the  armed  fbip  nig«r, 
such  costs  and  damages  as  have  been  or  may  be 
awarded  against  the  United  States,  {HirsoaBt  lo 
the  decree  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Statn 
for  the  district  of  Virginia,  for  the  ea^ure  w 
detention  of  the  said  ship  by  the  Constitution  fri- 
gate; and  that  eleven  thousand  dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose.  • 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it further  enacted.  That  the  said 
appropriations  shall  be  paid  outofaoymoaeys  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  set  regolitint 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  mililuy  serriceii 
and  for  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren,  for  p«- 
pagtting  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen." 
Be  it  enacted,  <fc..  That  the  fourth  section  of 
act,  entitled,  ■*  An  act  regulating  the  grwis  ot 
land  appropHated  for  military  services,  and  mm 
Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  propagating 
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the  Gospel  smone  the  Heathen"  be.vnd  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands  set  apart  by  the  first  section  of  the  above 
mentioned  act,  which  shall  remain  nnlocated  oo 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eif  ht  hundred  and  two,  shall  be  released  from  the 
said  reseTTation,  and  shall  be  at  the  free  disposition 
of  the  United  States,  io  lik«  manner  as  any  other 
vacant  territory  of  the  United  States.  And  that 
all  warrants  or  claims  for  lands  on  account  of  mil- 
itary services,  which  shall  not,  before  the  day 
aforesaid,  be  registered  and  located,  shall  be  forever 
barred. 

Approved,  March  2. 1799. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  the 
more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  he  shall 
receive  any  order,  resolution,  or  law,  passed  by  Con- 
gress, cause  the  same  to  be  published  at  least  in 
one  of  the  public  newspapers  printed  within  each 
State;  and  whenever  m  any  State,  the  aforesaid 
publication  shall  be  found  not  sufficiently  exten- 
sive for  the  promulgation  thereof,  the  Secretary 
of  State  shall  cause  such  orders,  resolutions,  and 
laws,  to  be  published  in  a  greater  number  of  news- 
papers printed  within  such  State,  not  exceeding 
three  in  any  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of  copies  of  the  laws  now  re- 
qaired  to  be  printed,  at  the  end  of  every  session 
of  CoDcreiis,  there  ^balt  be  printed,  onder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  five  thousand  copies ; 
one  copy  whereof  he  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
each  ottne  judges  of  the  courtsof  the  United  States; 
one  copy  to  the  clerks  of  the  said  court,  respectively, 
for  the  tiseof  the  said  courts;  and  one  copy  to  each 
of  the  district  attorneys  and  marshab  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  the  rest  to  be  furnished  according  to 
the  rule  for  apportioning  representatives  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  sent  to  the  Executive  thereof,  to 
be  by  them  distributed  according  to  the  usage  of 
the  States,  respectively,  as  to  their  own  laws,  or 
according  to  such  laws  of  the  Slates,  respectively, 
as  may  m  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  cause  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  amend- 
ments which  have  been  made  thereto,  to  be  added 
to  each  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  which  is  to  be  printed. 

Sec,  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records, 
and  seal  of  the  United  States,**  as  relates  to  the 
publishing  the  laws,  orders,  resolutions,  and  voles, 
.  passed  by  Congress,  in  the  public  newspapers,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 

An  Act  giving  eventnal  authority  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  aiq^ent  the  Aimy. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 


President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  case  war  shall 
break  out  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign 
European  Power,  or  in  case  imminent  danger  of 
invasion  of  their  territory  by  any  such  Power,  shall, 
in  his  opinion,  be  discovered  to  exist,  to  organize 
and  cause  to  be  raised,  in  addition  io  the  other 
military  force  of  the  United  States,  twenty-four 
regiments  of  infantry,  a  regiment  and  a  battalion 
of  riflemen,  a  battalion  of  artillerists  and  engineers, 
and  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  or  such  part  there- 
of as  he  shall  judge  necessary;  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  which  to  be  enlisted 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  to  be 
entitled  each  to  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars — one  half 
to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  and  the  remain- 
der at  the  time  of  joining  the  regiment  to  which 
they  may  belong. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  it fuHher  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  authorized,  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  him  expedient,  if  during  the 
session  of  the  Senate,  with  tneir  advice  and  con- 
sent, if,  in  (heir  recess,  alone,  to  appoint  and  com- 
mission all  officers  for  the  said  troops,  agreeably 
to  the  rules  and  rwilations  prescribed  by  law  for 
the  milita  ry  establishment:  Prom'eled,  That  thegen- 
eral  and  field  officers  who  may  be  appointed  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate  shall,  at  the  next  meeiinj;  there- 
of, be  nominated  and  submitted  to  them  for  their 
advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it fia^her  enacted,  That  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissiontd  officers,  and  privates,  of  the 
troops  which  may  be  organized  and  raised  pursu- 
ant to  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  pay, 
ctoihing,  rations,  forage,  and  other  emoluments, 
and  to  the  like  compensation  in  case  of  disability, 
by  wounds  or  otherwise,  incurred  in  the  service, 
as  the  officers,  non-commisioned  officers,  and  pri- 
vates, of  other  troops  of  correspondent  denomma- 
tions,  composing  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates: 
and  with  them  shall  be  snfaject  to  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war,  and  to  all  other  regulations  for  the 
discipline  and  ffovemment  of  the  army:  Provi- 
ded, That  no  oflScer,  except  captains  and  subalterns 
who  may  be  employed  in  the  recruiting  service, 
shall  be  entitled  to  any  pay,  or  other  emolument, 
until  he  shall  be  called  into  actual  service. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  laws 
of  the  Uniied  States  respecting  the  regulations  and 
emoluments  of  recruiting  officers,^  punishment  of 
persons  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a  soldier  to 
desert,  or  shall  purchase  his  arms,  uniform,  cloth- 
ing, or  any  part  thereof,  and  the  punishment  of 
every  commanding  officer  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
who  shall  receive  on  board  his  ship  or  vessel,  as 
one  of  his  crew,  knowing  him  to  have  deserted,  or 
otherwise  carry  away  any  soldier,  or  refuse  to  de- 
liver him  up  to  the  orders  of  his  commanding  offi- 
cer ;  and  the  law  respecting  the  oath  or  affirmation 
to  be  taken  by  officers,  non-commisioned  cffioers, 
musicians, and  privates;  and  respecting  the  inser- 
tion of  conditions  in  the  enlistments;  and  all  other 
laws  respecting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  excepting  in  such  cases  where  dif- 
ferent and  specific  regulations  are  made  by  this 
act,  shall  be  in  force,  and  apply  to  all  nersonsj  mat- 
ters, and  things,  within  the  mtent  and  meaning  of 
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this  act,  in  ihe  same  manner  as  they  would  were 
they  ioserled  at  large  io  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  fur  ttie  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
at  his  discretion,  to  discharge  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  troops  which  may  be  raised  by  virtae 
of  this  act,  wheoerer  he  shall  think  fit. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  UnitedStaies  be  authorized  to  oivan- 
ize  all  such  companies  of  volunteers'  as  have  been 
or  shall  be  accepted  by  him,  pursuant  to  the  act, 
entitled  "  Ad  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  Stat^  to  raise  a  provisional  army,"  into 
r<viments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  and  to  appoint 
alfofScers  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  organization 
prescribed  by  lawior  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  said  volunteers  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
serve  out  of  the  State  in  which  they  reside,  a 
loneer  time  than  three  months  after  their  arrival 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  call  forth  and  employ  the  said  volunteers  in  all 
cates,  and  to  effect  alt  the  purposes  for  which  he 
is  authorized  to  call  forth  and  employ  the  militia 
by  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  io  force  for  these  purposes." 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  forthePresidentof  the  United  States, 
to  accept  a  greater  number  of  the  said  volunteers 
in  any  of  the  States,  or  territories  of  the  United 
Stales,  than  is  hereinafter  apportioned  to  them  res- 
pectively, viz:  To  NewHampshire,  three  thousand; 
to  Massachusetts,  ten  thousand;  to  Rhode  Island, 
one  thousand ;  to  Vermont,  two  thousand ;  to  Con- 
necticut, five  thousand ;  to  New  York,  seven  thous- 
and; to  New  Jersey,  five  thousand;  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, ten  thousand;  to  Delaware^  one  thousand;  to 
Maryland,  five  thousand;  to  Virginia,  ten  thous- 
and ;  to  Kentucky,  one  thousand;  to  North  Caro- 
lina seven  tbousaod;  to  Tennessee,  one  thousand; 
to  South  Carolina,  four  thousand;  to  Georgia,  fif- 
teen hundred;  to  Northwestern  Territory,  one 
thousand;  and  to  Mississippi  Territory,  five  hun- 
dred. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
execution  of  this  act,  if  it  shall  be  found  necessary 
to  carry  it,  or  any  part  of  it,  into  effect,  there  be 
appropriated  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  borrow,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  said  sum,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  (which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  lend,)  and  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  he  shall  jud^  most  advantageous  to  the 
United  States.  Prtmded^  That  such  terms  and 
conditions  shall  not  restrain  the  United  Slates 
from  paying  off  the  sum  nbicb  may  be  borrowed, 
after  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the 
duties  on  im^rtsand  tonnage,  beyond  tne  perma- 
nent appropriations  heretofore  charged  upon  them 
by  law,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  pledged  and  ap- 


propriated fof  paying  the  interest  of  all  such  mo- 
ueys  as  may  be  borrowed  pursuant  to  this  act,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the 
loan  or  loans,  respectively,  may  be  effected;  tai 
also  for  paying,  by  discharging  the  principal  sum 
or  sums  of  any  such  loan  or  Icmas,  accordiog  io 
the  terms  and  conditions  to  be  fixed  as  aforettid. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  etuwtedj  That  die 
powers,  by  the  first  and  second  sections  of  dtis 
act,  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  cease  at  the  expiration  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress next  ensuing  tne  present,  unless  they  shall 
be,  by  some  future  law,  continued  in  force  for  i 
longer  time. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  security  of  bail  in  cart>a 
cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  in  aU  cases  wbeie  a 
defendant,  who  nath  procured  bail  to  respond  Ihe 
judgment  In  a  suit  brought  against  htm  in  any  (f 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  shall  afterwaidt  | 
be  arrested  in  any  district  of  the  United  Suies,  ! 
other  than  that  in  which  the  first  suit  was  brought,  | 
and  shall  be  committed  to  a  jail,  the  use'of  which 
shall  have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  for  | 
the  custody  of  prisoners,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tai 
the  duty  of  any  judge  of  the  court,  in  which  the 
suit  is  depending,  wherein  such  defendant  had  so 
procured  bail  as  aforesaid,  at  the  request  and  for 
the  indemoificalion  of  the  bail_,  to  order  and  direct 
thai  such  defendant  be  held  m  the  jait  to  which 
he  shall  have  been  committed  a  prisoner  ia  the 
custody  of  the  marshal,  within  whose  disirictsuch 
jail  is,  and  upon  the  said  order,  duly  autbrntiea' 
ted,  being  delivered  to  the  said  marshal,  it  diall 
be  his  duty  to  receive  such  prisoner  into  his  cut- 
tody,  and  him  safely  to  keep,  and  the  marshal  riiall  , 
thereupon  be  chargeable,  as  in  other  cases,  for  an 
escape.  And  the  t>aid  niarshal  thereupon  shall 
make  a  certificate  under  his  band  and  seal,  of  soeh 
commitment,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  court 
from  which  such  order  issued;  and  shall  al9o,if 
required,  make  a  duplicate  thereof,  and  ddiverthe 
same  to  such  bail,  his  or  their  agent  or  attorney, 
and  upon  the  said  certificate  being  relumed  to  the 
court  which  made  the  said  order,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  court,  or  any  judge  thereof,  to  di- 
rect that  aa  exonereiur  be  entered  upon  the  bail 
piece  where  special  bail  shall  have  been  found,  or 
otherwise  to  discbarge  such  hail,  and  such  bail 
shall  thereupon  accordingly  be  dischai^ed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
mar^al,  or  his  deputy,  serving  such  order  u 
aforesaid,  shall  therefor  receive  the  same  fee* 
and  allowances  as  for  the  t«rvicp  of  an  origin*! 
process,  commitment  thereon  to  the  jail,  ana  the 
return  thereof. 

Sbc.  Z.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  Thtt  metal 
case  of  commitment  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  bucK 
order  as  aforesaid,  the  person  so  committed  shall, 
unles-o  sooner  discha^d  by  law,  be  boldeo  ia 
jail  until  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in  the 
suit  in  which  he  procured  bail  as  aforeaiidiU' 
sixty  days  therealier;  if  such  judgment  shall  be  i 
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readered  against  bim,  that  be  may-  be  charged  in 
ezeeatiou,  which  may  be  directed  to  and  served 
by  the  marshal  ia  whose  custody  he  is.  Rrxnnded 
tuvaifa,  That  nothing  io  this  act  coataioed  shall 
effect  aay  case  wherein  bail  has  been  already 
given. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  to  authorite  the  wale  of  certain  lands  between 
the  Qnat  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  in  the  Territoiy  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohu;  and 
for  ginng  a  pre-emption  to  certain  pnrdiasen  and 
•ettlers. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  any  person  or  per- , 
sons  who,  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the- 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  had  made  any  contract,  or  contracts,  m 
writing,  with  Juha  Cleves  Symmes,  for  tiie  pur- 
chase of  lands  between  the  Great  and  Little  Mi- 
ami rivers,  which  are  not  comprehended  in  his 
patent,  dated  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  preference,  in  purchasing  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  all  the  lauds  so  contracted  for,  at  the 
p'ice  of  two  dollars  an  acre,  to  he  paid  to  the 
Treasarer  of  the  United  States,  as  follows:  one- 
third  pare  of  the  purchase-mooey.  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  September  next;  one  third  part 
in  one  year  from  the  said  first  day  of  September; 
and  the  rematDing  third  part  in  two  years  from 
the  said  fir^t  day  of  September;  whieb  two  last 
payments  shall  be  secured  in  the  manner  pointed 
OQt  and  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  iu  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river." 
And  that,  upon  each  payment,  the  same  evidences 
of  purchase  and  title  shall  be  given  to  the  pur- 
chasers, respectively,  as  to  purchasers  under  the 
said  recited  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
and  every  person,  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act, 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
fsve' notice,  in  writing,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  to  the  Surveyor  General,  that  they 
claim  the  right  of  pre-emption,  bv  this  act  offered, 
and  do  assent  to  the  terms  of  safe  established  by 
this  act.  And  if  any  person  shall  neglect  to  give 
the  said  notice  oj  shall  fail  in  making  the  first 
[ayment,  as  before  directed,  all  right  orpre-emp- 
tion  shall  cease  and  become  void;  and  the  lands 
shall  be  surveyed  and  sold  agreeai^y  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  before-recited  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Surveyor  General  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
the  receipt  of  the  notice  aforesaid,  lay  off  and 
survey  the  said  lands,  agreeably  to  the  directions 
of  the  said  r<£cited  act,  unless  the  said  lands  have 
been  heretofore  surveyed  and  laid  off  by  the  said 
contractors  or  settlers;  in  which  case  the  Sur- 
veyor General  shall  survey  the  outlines  of  sach 
tract,  or  tracts,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  contents,  and 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  and  depositedi 
as  in  and  bv  the  said  recited  act.  is  directed  for 
the  {Aau  and  surveys  made  under  that  act. 
5ih  Con.— 185 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it further  enacted,  That  it  may 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
credit  the  said  purchasers  with  such  reasonable 
Kum  or  sums  of  money  as  have  been  expended  in 
surveying  the  said  land;  provided  the  same  does 
not  exceed  the  sums  allowed  by  the  United  States 
to  their  own  surveyors  for  the  like  services. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
evidences  ofthe  public  debt  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  said  lands 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act^  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
miblic  debt  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United 
States." 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  in  addititni  to"  AnaetfiM-  tiieidief  of  riekand 
disaUed  seamen." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall b^  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
direct  the  expenditure  of  any  moneys  which  Iwre 
been  or  shall  be  collected  by  virtue  of  an  act,  en- 
titled, "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,"  to  be  made  within  the  State  wherein  the 
same  shall  have  been  collected,  or  within  the  State 
next  adjoining  thereto,  excepting  what  may  be  col- 
lected in  the  Slates  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachn- 
setts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut;  anything 
in  the  said  act  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof, 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactid,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  be,  aod  be  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  directed  to  deduct,  after  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  from  the  pay  thereafter 
to  become  due,  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  cents  per  month,  for  every  such  officer, 
seamen,  and  marine,  and  to  pay  the  same  quarter* 
annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be 
applied  to  the  same  purposes,  as  the  money  col- 
lected by  virtue  of  the  atwrementioned  act  is  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
oflScers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same 
benefits  and  advantages,  as  by  the  act  abovemen- 
tioned  are  provided  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  andkoriuig  an  angmentatiMi  <rf  the  MatiiM 
Corps. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  cause  the  marine  corps  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  be  augmented,  by  the  af^in^ 
ment  and  enlistment  of  not  exceeding  two  first  Ueti- 
tenants,six  second  lieutenants, eight  surgeons,  one 
hundred  and  serentr  privates,  ana  eighteen  diiuu 
and  fifes,  who  shall  be  respectively  allowed  the 
same  pay,  boontr,  clothing,  and  nttioma,Bnd  shdl 
be  employed  unaei  the  same  rules  and  nyulations 
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lo  which  the  said  marine  corps  are  or  shall  be  cd- 
titled  and  su^ect. 
Approved,  March  2,  1799. 


An  Act  to  augment  the  iaiaries  ot  the  oficen  therein 

mflDtioned . 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  in  lieu  of  the  salaries 
heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  the  o£Scers  of  tbe 
QorerniaeQt  of  the  United  States,  herein  mention- 
ed, the  following  annual  compensations  be,  and 
are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  officers  respectively, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  year ;  that 
is  to  say : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  fire  thousand  dollars: 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  five  thousand 
dollars ; 

The  Secretary  of  War,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars: 

The  Attorney  General,  three  thousand  dollars : 
The  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars : 
The  Treasurer,  three  thousand  dollars: 
The  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand 
dollars : 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  three  thou- 
sand dollars: 

The  Register  of  the  Treasury,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars : 

The  AccQuntaut  of  the  War  Department,  two 
thousand  dollars : 

The  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Department,  two 
thousand  dollars: 

The  Postmaster  General,  three  thousand  dollars : 

And,  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Oeoeral,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  Which  sums, 
shall  be  respectively  paid,  quarterly,  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  IJnited  States, 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  three  years,  and  no 
looeer. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  lo  erect  a  Beacon  on  Boon  Islaad. 

Be  it  enacted,^:,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  be  authorized,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  cause  a  beacon,  or  monument,  lo  be  erected 
on  a  ledge  of  rocks,  called  Boon  Island,  on  the  sea- 
coast  of  the  District  of  Maine ;  and  that  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 
same,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  to  regobte  and  fix  the  OMnpenaation  of  deAs. 

Be  it  encuted,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 
sluJl  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  vary  the  compensations  heretofore  esta- 
Uiahed  for  clerks  in  their  respective  departments, 
in  such  manner  as  th«  services  to  be  performed 


shall,  in  their  judgment,  require:  any  thiamin 
any  former  act  to  the  contrary  notwitlistaodug. 
Prodded  edwayt,  that  the  whole  amount  of  eon- 
pensations  for  clerks,  in  the  said  deparunents,  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  foUowing  sania; 
that  is  to  say :  For  the  Department  of  Siate,fiTe 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  Fw  tke 
Treasury  Department, forty-two  thousand  sii  ban- 
dred  aoatwenty  dollars  and  thirty-fonr  cents;thtt 
is  to  say:  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  iheTna- 
sury,  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tfairty-Diiw 
dollars  and  eighty-one  cents;  in  the  office  of  tbe 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  nine  ttiousand  and 
sixty-seven  dollars  and  eight  cents;  in  the  office  of 
tbe  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  len  dollars  and  oinetv-three  ceois; 
in  the  office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  (Tniied  States, 
iwo  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  dolbrs 
and  forty-five  cents;  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner or  the  Revenue,  two  thousand  eig^t  handRd 
and  forty-three  dollars  and  six  cents;  and  in  theof- 
fice  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  thirieeo  thoos- 
and  two  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and  nc 
cent:  For  the  Department  of  War,  fifteen  thoosaad 
three  hundred  anaforty  dollars;  that  is  to  say:  in  the 
Q&ce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  saidDepartmrDt,sii 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  io  tlie 
office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  said  Department, 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  in  the 
office  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplie*.  five  hun- 
dred dollars:  For  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
eleven  thousand  one  hundred  dollars;  that  is  to 
say,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  the  Navy,  four  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars; and  in  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy  Department,  six  thousand  nine  hnndred 
dollars. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  u- 
point  such  number  of  clerks  in  his  office  as  m 
fhall  judge  proper,  and  to  apportion  and  my 
their  compeosations  in  such  manner  as  the  ser- 
vices to  be  rendered  by  each,  shall,  in  his  judg- 
ment, require:  Provided  ahoaya^  That  the  whole 
amount  of  compensaiiuos  for  clerks  in  the  aid 
office,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  thoosaod 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  annually ;  which 
sum  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  oot  of  the  revenues  of 
ihe  Post  Office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  allow  to  one  of  (he  clerks  employed  io 
his  office,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollan  per  sa- 
num.  in  addition  to  the  salary  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  heretofore  establiidied  for  the  clerks  in  the 
said  office. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwrlher  enacted,  That  ihcie 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Secretary  and  AecooDtanl 
of  the  Navy  Department  respectively,  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts,  the  following  sums  for 
deficiencies  in  the  nrovisioos  made  by  law  for 
their  clerks  during  tne  year  one  thousand  seren 
hundred  and  ninetT-«ignt ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
said  Secretary,  eight  hundred  and  eigfaty-serta 
dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents;  and  to  the  sua 
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Accoaataot,  ooe  hundred  aod  eigfatjr-eight  dollars 
and  thirty-two  ceots. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
chsU  be  allowed  to  the  CommUsionera  of  Lords 
ID  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
res^iively.  Dot  exceeding  fire  clerks,  at  the  rate 
vX  DTe  hundred  dollars  per  aoDum  each ;  to  the 
Commisaimier  of  Loaas  in  the  Stale  of  Connec- 
tient.  not  eiceeding  two  clerks,  at  the  rateof  fonr 
hoadied  dollars  per  annnm  each ;  to  the  Commis- 
noners  of  Loans  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ti^finia,  and  South  Carolina,  respectirely,  not 
exceeding  two  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  fire  hundred 
ddlars  per  annum  each;  the  aggr^te  of  the 
compensations  for  clerks  employed  by  either  of 
the  said  CommiifsioDers,  to  be  apportioned  among 
them  at  his  discretion :  And  that  there  be  annually 
allowed  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  tn  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  I^oans  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  four 
hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans 
io  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  three  hundred  dollars; 
and  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State 

Maryland,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved,  March  3, 1799. 

An  Act  to  revire  and  eontinne  in  fatot  certain  parbi  of 
the  <*  Act  tat  the  relief  and  protection  ^  American 
tataama,"  and  to  amend  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.^  That  the  first,  second,  and 
third  sections  ot  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,"  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  rerired  and  continued  in  force 
for  one  year. 

Sec  2.  Arid  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  be,  and  hereby  is.  required 
to  lay  before  Congress,  within  ten  days  after  the 
commencement  of  each  ordinary  session,  an  an- 
nual statement,  containing  an  abstract  of  all  the 
returns  made  to  him  by  the  collectors  of  the  dif- 
ferent ports,  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  and  of  the 
communications  receired  by  him,  from  the  agents 
employed  by  ririue  of  the  same  in  foreign  coun* 
tries. 

Approred,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Maval  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thoosand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Beit  enacted,  f c,  That  for  the  support  of  the 
Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety- 
oine,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
the  sum  of  two  millions  one  hundred  and  two 
thoosand  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars 
jtnd  forty-one  cents,  iDclading  the  sum  of  eight 
■HUulred  and  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred 
*^d  aghty-sereD  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  being 
^e  talanee  unexpended  at  the  commencement  ^ 
?*t  year,  of  former  appropriations  for  the  Naral 
"ep*«ment :  That  is  to  say, 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Nary  of  the 
!^^"ed  Stales,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fire 
twosand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollan. 


For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  Nary, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  aod  eighty-fire  thousand, 
fire  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  nineteen 

cents. 

For  the  pay  of  the  seamen,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred and  serenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars. 

For  ifforisions,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  aod 
thirty-one  thousand  seven  hondred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  (including  unste  of 
military  stores)  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  ei^fat  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  medicines,  hospital  stores, 
&c.,  the  sum  of  forty-two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  the  revenue  cutters,  the  sum 
of  one  hundrol  and  serenteen  thousand  fire  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the 
snpport  of  the  marine  corps  during  the  year  one 
thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  there  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  tbirty-seren  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  ceots :  That 
is  to  say, 

For  pay  and  rations  for  the  said  corps,  the  sum 
of  one  oundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  seren 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 

For  clothing,  the  sum  of  tweBty-niae  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  aod  eighty- 
seven  cents. 

For  military  stores,  the  sum  of  twenty-fire 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and 
fifty-one  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for 
completing  the  ressels  now  building,  the  purchase 
of  arms  and  military  stores  for  the  same,  and  for 
contingent  expenses  relative  thereto,  the  sum  of 
ooe  mulion  four  thondand  fire  hondred  and  four 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  shall  be,  and  here- 
by is,  appropriated. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  approptiatioos  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
meneya  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  March  2, 1799. 


An  Act  to  establidi  the  Poet  Oflce  of  the  Untied 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be  eaublisbed 
at  the  seat  of  Gorernment  of  the  United  States, 
a  General  Post  Office,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Postmaster  GeoeraL  The  Poelmaster  General 
shall  appoint  an  assistant,  and  such  clerks  as  may 
be  necessary  for  performing  the  bnsioesB  of  his 
office.  He  shall  establish  post  offices  and  appcriat 
postmasters  at  all  such  places  as  shall  appear  to 
him  expedient,  on  the  post  roads  that  are  or  may 
be  estabUdied  by  law ;  he  shall  give  his  assistaat 
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the  post  masters,  and  all  other  persons  whom  he 
shall  employ,  or  who  may  be  employed  in  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  Qeaeral  Post  Office,  in- 
structions relative  to  their  duty  ;  be  shall  provide 
fyt  the  carriage  of  the  mail  od  all  post  roads  that 
are  or  may  be  estaUbhed  by  law,  and  as  often  as 
he,  baying  regard  to  the  productiveness  thereof, 
and  other  circumstances,  shall  think  proper;  be 
may  direct  the  route  or  road  where  there  are  more 
than  one  between  places  designated  by  law  for  a 
post  road,  which  route  shall  be  considered  the 
post  road  ;  he  shall  obtain  from  the  postmasters 
their  aoeountsand  vouchers  for  their  receipts  and 
expenditures  ooce  in  three  months,  or  oftener, 
with  the  balances  thereon  arising  to  favor  of  the 
General  Post  Office;  he  ehall  pay  all  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  conducting  the  post  office, 
and  in  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  and  all  other 
necessary  expenses  arising  on  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  and  management  of  the  General  Post 
CM&oe;  he  shall  prosecute  offences  against  the 
Pott  Office  Establishment ;  he  shall,  once  in  three 
months,  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
a  quarterly  account  of  all  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  the  said  department,  to  be  adjusted 
and  settled  as  other  public  accounts ;  he  shall  also 
saperintend  the  business  of  the  department  in  all 
the  duties  that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it:  Pro- 
vided, That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  from  office,  of  (he  Postmaster  General, 
all  bis  dolies  shnll  be  performed  by  his  assistant, 
until  a  successor  shall  oe  appointed  and  arrive  at 
the  General  Post  Office  to  perform  the  business. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  and  all  other  fwrsons  em- 
ployed in  the  General  Post  Office,  or  in  the  care, 
custody,  or  conveyance  of  the  mail,  .shall,  previous 
to  entering  upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  or 
the  execution  of  their  trusts,  and  before  they  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  any  emolument  therefor,  re- 
spectively, take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  some  magistrate,  and  cause 
m  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  General  Post 
Office :  "  I,  A.  6.,  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case 
may  be)  that  I  will  faithfully  perform  all  the  du- 
ties required  of  me,  and  abstam  from  everything 
forbidden  by  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  estaUtsh- 
ment  of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  within  the 
United  States."  Every  person  who  sliall  be  in 
any  manner  employed  in  the  care,  custody,  con- 
veyance, or  management,  of  the  mail,  shall  be 
subject  to  all  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for 
violating  the  injaociions,  or  neglecting  tbe  duties 
required  of  him -by  the  laws  relatiog  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads,  whe- 
ther such  person  shall  have  taken  the  oath  or 
■ffirmation  above  prescribed  or  not. 

Bbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jkrther  enofHed.  That  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  obatmet  or 
retard  the  passage  of  the  mail,  or  of  any  driver  or 
carrier,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  tbe 
snme.  be  shall  upon  conviction  Tor  every  such 
offence  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars: And  if  any  ferryman  shall,  by  wilful  negli- 
gence or  refusal  to  transport  tbe  mail  across  any 
■feivy,  delay  the  same,  he  bball  forfeit  and  pay  for 


each  half  hour  that  the  same  shall  be  so  delayed, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Andbeit  fwHur  enacted,  That  it  shaQ 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmuler  General  to  gire 
public  notice,  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapen 
published  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  tbe  new^pert 
published  in  tbe  Slate  or  Stales  where  the  cat- 
tract  is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least  six  weeb  be- 
fore entering  into  any  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended  to  be  made, 
and  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  concluded,  de> 
scribing  the  places  from  and  to  which  such  nail 
is  to  be  conveyed,  the  time  at  which  it  it  to  be 
made  up,  and  the  day  and  hour  at  which  it  is  to 
be  delivered.  He  shall,  moreover,  within  ninety 
days  after  the  making  of  anv  contract,  lodge  a  da- 

Elicate  thereof,  together  with  tbe  proposals  whick 
e  shall  have  received  respecting  it.  in  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasory  of  the  tJoited 
States :  Pnmded,  That  no  contract  shall  be  en- 
tered into  for  a  loiwer  torn  than  fovr  years. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  every 
postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one  ot 
more  paraons  shall  attmd,  at  such  hours  is  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  the  purpoie 
of  performing  the  duties  thereof,  and  all  letten 
brought  to  any  post  office  half  an  hour  before  tbe 
time  of  making  up  the  mail  at  such  office,  sball 
be  forwarded  tnerein ;  except  at  such  post  i^es 
where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  Gtaeral, 
it  requires  more  time  for  making  up  the  loailind 
which  he  shall  accordingly  prescrib^  bat  this  dill 
in  no  case  exceed  one  hour. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  feet 
or  perquisites  shall  Be  received  by  any  person  em- 
ployed in  the  General  Post  Office  onaccoontd' 
the  duties  to  be  performed  by  virtue  of  his  ap- 
pointment. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
following  rates  of  postage  shall  be  charged  on  all 
letters  and  packets  (excepting  such  as  hereiotftei 
exempted)  conveyed  by  the  post  of  the  United 
States,  viz : 

For  every  letter  composed  of  a  single  sheet  of 
paper,  conveyed  -not  exceeding  forty  miles,  dght 
cents. 

Over  forty,  and  not  exceeding  ninety  miles,  les 

cents. 

Over  ninety,  and  not  exceeding  one  hoodred 
and  fifty  miles,  twelve  and  an  half  cents. 

Over  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  miles,  seventeen  cents. 

Over  three  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  fivthoD- 
dred  miles,  twenty  cents. 

Over  five  hundred  mil«,  twenty-4tve  cents. 

And  for  every  douUe  letter,  or  one  composed 
of  two  pieces  of  paper,  douUe  diose  rates ;  aat 
for  every  triple  letter,  or  one  composed  of  three 
pieces  of  pa  per,  triple  those  rates;  and  for  emy 
packet  composed  of  fonr  or  more  pieces  of  papeV) 
or  other  thing,  and  weighing  one  oimce  avoirai- 
pois,  quadruple  those  rates  ;  and  in  that  wopor- 
tion  for  all  greater  weight:  Provided,  T«i 
packet  of  letters  conveyed  by  the  water  mailt 
shall  be  charged  with  more  than  quadraple  pe^ 
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age,  unless  the  same  shall  actually  contain  more 
than  four  distinct  letters.  No  postmaster  shall  be 
obliged  to  receive,  to  be  conveyed  by  mail,  any 
packet  which  shall  weigh  more  tnan  three  pounds. 

Sac:  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United  States,  or 
carried  from  one  port  therein  to  another,  in  any 
private  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  charged  with  six 
cents,  if  delivered  at  the  post  office  where  the 
same  shall  arrive,  and  if  destined  to  be  conveyed 
by  post  to  any  other  place,  with  two  cents  added 
to  the  ordioarv  rates  of  postage. 

8hc.  9.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted,  That  if  any 
postmaster,  or  other  person,  authorized  by  the 
Postmaster  General  to  receive  the  posti^es  of  let- 
ters, shall  fraudulently  demand  or  receive  any 
rate  of  postage,  or  gratuity,  or  reward,  other  than 
is  provided  by  this  act,  for  the  postage  of  letters 
or  packets,  on  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  forfeit 
&T  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  c^ee  or  ap- 
pointment under  the  United  States. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  arriving  at  any  port  within  the 
United  States,  where  a  post  omce  is  established, 
shall  be  permitted  to  report,  make  entry,  or  break 
■bnlk,  until  the  master  or  cmnmaDder  shall  have  de- 
Uvend  to  the  postmaster  all  letters  directed  to  any 
person  or  persons  within  the  United  States,  which, 
4ioder  his  care  or  within  his  power,  shall  be 
lHt>ught  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  except  such  as  are 
directed  to  the  owner  or  consignee  of  the  ship  or 
TMsel,  and  except  abo  such  as  are  directed  to  be 
Slivered  at  the  port  of  delivery  to  which  such 
ship  or  vessel  may  be  bonnd.  And  it  shall  be  the 
^uly  of  the  collector,  or  other  officer  of  the  port 
empowered  to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessels, 
to  require  from  every  master  or  commander  of 
«ach  ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  pur- 
porting that  he  has  delivered  all  such  letters,  ex- 
cept as  aforesaid. 

Sec  11.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the 
postmasters  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  deliv- 
ered, shall  pay  to  the  master  or  commander,  or 
other  person  delivering  the  same,  except  the  com-' 
manders  of  foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  each 
letter  or  packet,  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person 
delirertng  the  same,  a  certificate  specifying  the 
jiumber  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
Ae  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  place  from  whence  she 
last  sailed ;  which  certificate,  together  with  a  re- 
•eeipt  for  the  money,  shall  be,  with  his  quarterly 
-accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
who  shall  credit  him  with  the  amount. 

Sbc.  13.  Andbe  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if  any 

Serson,  other  than  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  or  his 
eputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall  be 
■coDcerned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining  any  foot  or 
horse  post,  stage  wagon,  or  other  stage  carriage,  on 
any  established  post  road,  or  from  otte  post  town  to 
another  post  town,  on  any  road  adjacent  or  parallel 
to  an  established  post  road,  or  any  packet  boat  or 
•other  resael,  to  i^y  regalarly  firam  one  place  to 
another,  between  whion  a  recular  communica- 
tion by  water  shall  be  estabUslied  by  the  United 
^uea,  and  diall  iee^Te  any  letter  or  paeket,  other 


than  newspapers,  magazines,  or  pamphlets,  and 
carry  the  same  by  such  foot  or  horse  post,  stage 
wagon,  or  other  stage  carriage,  packet  boat,  or 
vessel,  ezceptinr  only  such  letter  or  letters  as  may 
be  directed  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  con- 
veyance, and  relatine  to  the  same,  or  to  the  per- 
son to  whom  any  package  or  bundle  in  such  con- 
veyance, is  intended  to  oe  delivered ;  every  per- 
son so  tmending  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, the  sum  of  fifty  dollars :  Promdedt  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  send  letters  or 
packets  by  a  special  messenger. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  fw^ur  ena^ed,  That  the 
deputy  postmasters,  and  other  agents  of  the  Post- 
master General,  shall  dniy  account  and  answer  to 
him  for  all  way  letters  which  shall  emie  to  th^ 
hands ;  and^for  this  pUTjpose,  the  post  riders,  and- 
other  carriers  of  the  tnail,  receiving  any  way  let- 
ter or  letlersj  (and  it  shall  it  be  their  duty  to  r» 
ceive  them,  if  presented  more  than  two  miles  from 
a  post  (^ce,)  shall  deliver  (he  same,  together  with 
the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  first  post  office  to  whiob 
they  shall  afterwards  arrive,  where  the  postmaster 
shall  duly  enter  the  same,  and  specify  the  nom- 
ber,  and  rate  or  rates  in  the  post  bill,  adding  to 
the  rate  of  each  way  leter,  one  cen^  which  shall 
be  paid  by  the  postmaster  to  the  mail  carrier  from 
whom  mch  way  letter  ahall  be  received.  And 
that  letters  directed  to  persons  living  between  post 
offices  may  be  ddirered,  and  the  postage  thereof 
duly  collected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  carriers  of 
the  mail  to  take  charge  of  and  deliver  all  such  let- 
ters, as  shall,  for  that  purpose,  becommitted  to  them, 
by  any  postmaster,  and  collect  the  postage  thereof 
which  shall  be  paid  over  to  such  postmaster  on 
demand.  And  for  every  letter  so  delivered,  the 
mail  carrier  delivering  the  same  shall  be  allowed 
to  demand  and  receive  two  cents  to  his  own  use, 
besides  the  ordinary  postage.  And  if  any  post- 
master, or  other  agent  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
shall  neglect  so  to  account,  he  or  they  so  offend- 
ing shau,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars: 
Provided,  That  no  mail  carrier  sull  make  snob 
deliveries  at  any  place  not  on  the  post  road :  Pro- 
vided. aUo,  That  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  let^ 
ters  on  the  way,  between  the  post  offices,  shall 
not  he  required  of  the  mail  carriers  in  cases  wbere^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  Genual,  the  time 
or  manner  of  carrying  the  mail,  or  the  speed  of 
conveyancej  is  incompatible  with  such  reeeipto 
and  deliveries. 

Sec.  14.  Andbe  it  further enaded,  Thatif  any 
person  employed  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfully  detain,  delay, 
or  open  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letter^ 
with  which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  his  possession,  and  which  are  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed  by  post,  or  if  any  such  per- 
son shall  secrete,  emb^le,  or  destroy  any  letter 
or  paeiRt  entrusted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  wbie|i 
sh«t  not  contain  any  secnriw  for,  or  assnranoe 
relating  to,  money,  as  hereinafter  described,  eT<^ 
such  offender,  beiiw  thereof  duly  convieted,  aluM, 
for  erery  aneh  onenoe,  be  fined  not  exeeedinff 
three  hundred  doUars,(Kin^ri«»ednotew0ediBg 
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six  moQths,  or  both,  according  to  the  circumstaDces 
and  aggravations  oiT  the  ofience.  And  if  any  person 
employed  as  aforesaid,  shali  secrete,  embezzle,  or 
destroy  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
luTe  come  to  his  possession,  and  are  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note, 
or  bank  post  bill,  bill  of  eichaoge,  warrant  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note  of  assignment 
of  stock  io  the  fnods,  letters  of  attorney  for  re- 
ceiving annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  selling  stock 
in  the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  interest  inereof, 
or  any  letter  of  credit,  or  DOte  for,or  relating  to,  pay- 
ment of  moneys,  or  any  bond  or  warrant,  draught, 
bill,  or  promissory  note  whatsoever,  for  the  p&y- 
meot of  money;  or  if  any  such  person,  employ- 
ed as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  take  any  of  the  same 
out  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
that  shall  come  to  his  possession,  he  shall,  on  con- 
Tietion  for  any  such  oneoce,  be  publiciy  whipped 
Dot  exceeding  forty  stripes,  and  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  ten  years.  And  if  aov  penion,  who 
sball  have  taken  charge  of  the  mail  <a  the  Onited 
Stales,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  same,  before  bis 
arrival  at  the  next  pent  office,  every  such  person 
so  offending  sliall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  of- 
fence.  And  if  any  person  concerned  in  carry- 
ing the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  collect, 
receive,  or  carry  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall 
cause  or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to 
this  act,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  Jitrther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  person  entrusted  there- 
with, of  such  mail,  or  of  i»rt  thereof,  such  offender 
or  offenders  shall,  on  conviction,  be  publicly  whip- 
ped, not  exceeding  forty  lashes, and  be'imprisoDed 
not  exceeding  ten  years  ;  and  if  convicted  a  se- 
cond lime  of  a  like  offence,  he  or  they  shall  suffer 
death.  Or  if,  in  effecting  snch  robbery  of  the 
mail,  the  first  time,  the  offender  shall  much  wound 
the  person  having  the  custody  thereof,  or  pal  his 
life  ID  jeopardy  by  the  use  of  dangerous  weapons, 
such  oSender  or  offenders  shall  suffer  death.  And 
if  any  person  shall  attempt  to  rob  the  hiail  of  the 
United  States,  by  falling  upon  the  person  having 
custody  thereof,  shooting  at  him  or  his  horses, 
or  threatening  him  with  dangerous  weapons, 
and  the  robbery  is  not  effected,  every  such  of- 
fender, on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  piinished 
by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty  lashes,  or  with 
imprisonment,  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  with 
both,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  court 
before  whom  saeh  cmviction  is  had.  And  if 
any  person  dull  steal  the  mail,  or  sball  steal  or 
take  frtxn  or  out  of  any  mail,  or  from  or  out 
of  any  post  office,  any  letter  or  packet,  or  if  any 
persoD  shall  take  the  mail,  or  any  letta  or  packet 
therefrom,  or  from  any  post  office,  whether  with 
or  without  the  consent  of  the  person  having  cus- 
tody thereof  and  shall  open,  embezzle,  or  destroy 
any  such  mail,  letter  or  paekeli  the  same  coDtain- 
iag  any  article  of  value,  or  eridence  of  any  debt. 


due,  demand,  right,  orclaim,o'r  if  anyperson shall, 
by  fraud  or  deception,  obtain  from  any  person  hav- 
ing custody  thereof,  any  mail,  letter,  or  pack^ 
containing  any  article  of  valae.  or  evidence  tfaert- 
o(j  such  o&nder  or  offenders,  on  convietiondiete- 
of,  shall  be  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty  lasbe^ 
or  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  snch 
conviction  is  had.  And  if  any  person  shall  take 
any  letter  or  packet,  not  containing  any  ariicie  of 
value  or  evidence  thereof,  out  of  a  post  office,  at 
shall  open  any  letter  or  packet  which  shall  have 
been  in  a  post  office,  or  in  the  custody  of  a  mail 
carrier,  before  it  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  directed,  with  design  to  ob- 
!>truct  the  correspondence,  to  pry  into  another's 
business,  or  secrets,  or  shall  secrete,  embezzle,  w 
destroy  any  such  mail,  letter,  or  packet,  such  offen* 
der,  upon  conviction,  shall  pay  for  every  such  of- 
fence a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 
Provided  alto,  and  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  That 
every  person  who  shall  be  imprisoned  by  a  judg- 
ment of  court  under  the  14th  and  15tfa  sections  of 
this  act,  shall  be  kept  at  hard  labor  during  the 
period  of  such  imprisonment. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  Jiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  every  three  months,  or  omner,  wbea 
the  Postmaster  Qeoeral  shall  so  direct,  in  one  of 
the  newspapers  puUisbed  at  or  nearest  the  place 
of  his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  t  lut 
of  all  the  letters  remaining  in  their  respective 
officer  or^  instead  thereof,  shall  make  out  a  number 
of  such  lists,  and  cause  them  to  be  posted  at  suck 
public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  soall  appear  to 
them  best  adapted  for  the  information  of  the  parties 
concerned;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  next  three 
months,  shAll  send  such  of  the  said  letters,  as  then 
remain  on  hand  as  dead  letters,  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  aad 
inspected ;  and  if  any  valuable  papers  or  mattercf 
cunseqaence  shall  be  found  ihereiiif  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster -Greneral  to  return  sath 
letter  to  the  writer  thereof,  or  cause  a  descriptive 
list  thereof  to  be  inserted  in  cme  of  the  newspapa* 
published  at  the  place  most  convenient  to  the  sop- 
posed  residence  of  the  owner,  if  within  the  United 
States;  and  such  letter,  and  the  contents,  nball  be 
preserved,  to  be  delivered  to  the  person  to  whomtke 
same  sball  be  addressed,  upon  payment  of  the  pott- 
age, and  the  expense  of  pabUcatioa.  And  if  such 
letter,  with  its  contents,  be  not  demanded  by  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  is  addressed,  or  the  owner  thereof^ 
or  his  lawful  agent,  within  two  years  after  the  ad- 
vertisement thereof  as  aforesaid,  the  said  cmleots 
shaU  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  United  Sutet, 
until  the  same  shall  be  reclaimed  by  the  proprie- 
tor thereof.  The  manner  of  such  appUcaiioos  to 
be  specially  stated  by  the  Postmaster  General  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  it  JurOur  enacted^  That  letters 
and  packets  to  and  from  the  following  officers  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  received  and  conveyed 
by  post,  free  of  postage:  Bach  postmsster,  pro- 
vided each  of  his  letters  or  packets  shall  not  o- 
coed  half  an  ounce  ia  weij^t,  each  meedNr  oime 
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Senate  and  House  ot  RepreseotatiTes  of  the  Cod- 
gress  of  the  Uoited  States,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Sena  te  and^Glerk  of  the  House  of  Represeniatires, 
provided  each  letter  or  packet  shall  not  exceed  two 
ounces  in  weight,  and  during  their  actual  atten- 
dance in  aoy  session  of  Congress,  and  twenty 
davs  after  such  session ;  the  President  of  the  Um- 
ted  States ;  Vice  President;  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  Comptroller;  Auditor ;  Register;  Trea- 
SQier;  Commissioner  of  tbeRevenae;  Sapervisors 
of  the  Revenue ;  Inspectors  of  the  Revenue ;  Com- 
missioners for  direct  taxes;  Purveyor ;  the  Secre- 
tary of  War;  Acconotant  of  the  War  Office; 
the  Secretary  of  State;  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
Ty,  and  Accountant  of  the  Navy;  the  Postmas- 
ter Oeneral;  Assistant  Postmaster  Grenerat:  and 
they  may  all  receive  their  newspapers  by  post, 
firee  of  postage:  Prtmufed,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  receive  their  newspapers 
free  of  postage  only  during  any  session  of  Coo- 
gresft,  and  twenty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the 
same:  And  prohided,  That  no  letter  or  packet 
from  any  public  officer  shall  be  conveyed  by  post, 
free  of  postage,  noless  he  shall  frauk  trie  same,  bv 
irriting  bis  name  and  office  on  the  outside  of  such 
letter  or  packet,  and  until  he  has  previously  furnish- 
ed the  postmaster  of  the  office  where  he  shall  de- 
TOsite  toe  same,  with  a  specimen  of  his  sigaature; 
Provided,  ai$o.  That  all  letters  aod  packages  to 
and  from  Greorge  Washington,  late  President  of 
the  United  States,  shall  coDtinue  to  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  posta^. 

Sao.  18.  And  be  U  jfkriher  enaciM,  That  if  any 
person  shall  frank  letters  other  thau  those  written 
br  himself,  or  by  his  order,  on  the  business  of  his 
office  he  snail,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of 
ten  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  War, 
■Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Postmaster  General, 
may  frank  letters  or  packets  on  official  business, 
■prepared  in  any  other  public  office,  in  the  absence 
of  the  principal  thereof.  And  if  any  person  liav- 
ing  the  right  to  receive  his  letters  free  of  postage, 
shall  receive  enclosed  to  him  zny  lener  or  packet 
addressed  to  a  person  not  having  that  right,  it 
sha\\  he  his  duty  to  return  the  same  to  the  post 
office,  marking  thereon  the  place  from  whence  it 
came,  that  it  may  be  charged  with  postage.  And 
if  any  person  shall  counterfeitthe  hand-writing  or 
frank  of  any  person,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done 
in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  postage,  each 
person  so  offending  shall  pay  for  every  such  of- 
fence fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  19.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  to  each 
and  every  other  printer  of  newspapers  within  the 
United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  shall  provide. 

Sbo.  2a  And  be  it  jfitrther  enacted.  That  all 
nei^Mpera  conveyed  m  the  mail  shall  be  under 
'cover,  open  at  one  end,  and  charged  with  a  postage 
of  one  cent  each,  for  any  distance  not  more  than 
CMu  hundred  miles,  and  one  and  an  half  cents  for 
*ay  greater  distance:  Provided^  That  the  postage 


of  a  single  newspaper,  from  any  one  place  to  an* 
otber  in  the  same  State,  shall  not  exceed  one  cent.; 
and  that  the  Postmaster  G:fneral  may  make  such 
regulations  as  to  require  those  who  receive  news- 
papers by  post,  to  pay  always  the  amount  of  one 
quarter's  postage  la  advance. 

If  any  person  employed  in  any  department  of 
the  Post  Office  shall  improperly  detain,  delay,  em- 
bezzle or  destroy  any  newspaper,  or  uiall  permit 
any  other  person  to  do  the  like,  or  shall  open  or 
permit  any  other  to  open  any  mail  or  pacKet  <^ 
newspapere.  not  directed  to  the  office  where  he  it- 
employed,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit 
a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  every  suck 
offence.  And  if  aoy  other  person  shall  open  any 
mail  or  packet  of  newspapers,  or  shall  embezzle  or 
destroy  the  sam^  not  being  directed  to  himself,  or 
not  being  authorized  to  receive  and  open  the  sam^ 
he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  dollars  for  every  such  offehce. 
And  ifaoy  person  shall  take  or  steal  any  packet, 
ba^,  or  mail  of  newspapers  from  or  out  of^any  post 
office,  or  from  aoy  person  having  custody  thereof 
such  person  shall,  on  conviction,  be  imprisoned, 
not  exceeding  three  months  for  every  such  offence, 
to  be  kept  at  hard  labor,  during  the  period  of 
such  imprisonmenL 

If  any  person  shall  enclose  or  conceal  a  letter  or 
other  thing,  or  any  memorandum  in  writing,  in  a 
newspiper,  or  among  any  package  of  newspapers, 
which  he  shall  have  delivered  into  any  post  office, 
or  to  aoy  person  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that 
the  same  may  be  carried  by  post,  free  of  letter  post- 
age, he  shall  forfeit  the  earn,  of  five  dollars  for 
every  such  offence:  and  the  letter,  newspapo, 
package,  memorandum,  or  other  thing,  shall  not 
be  delivered  to  the  person  to  whom  it  is  directed, 
until  the  amount  of  single  letter  postage  is  paid 
for  each  article  of  which  the  package  shall  he 
composed. 

No  newspapers  shall  be  received  by  the  post- 
masters, to  be  conveyed  by  the  post,  unless  they  aie 
sufficiently  dried  and  enclosed  m  proper  wrappers, 
on  which,  besides  the  direction,  snail  be  noted  the 
number  of  papers  which  are  enclosed  for  sobsci^ 
bers,  and  the  number  for  printers. 

The  Postmaster  General,  in  any  cotitract  he 
may  enter  into  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail, 
may  authorize  the  person  with  whom  such  con- 
tract is  to  he  made,  to  carry  newspapers,  maga- 
zines, and  pamphlets,  other  than  those  conveyed  in 
the  mail. 

When  the  mode  of  conveyance,  and  the  size  ot 
the  mails  will  admit  of  it,  magazines  and  pamph- 
lets may  be  transported  in  the  mail  at  one  cent  a 
sheet,  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  fifty  miles; 
at  one  cent  and  a  half  for  any  distance  over  fifly 
and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles;  and  two 
cents  for  any  greater  distance. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  sllow  ID 
the  postmasters^  respectively,  sucb  commission  on 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  postages  of  letters 
and  incketsas  shall  be  adequate  to  their  respectiTe 
services  and  expenses:  Provided,  That  tne  said 
commtsaon  shall  not  caraeed  thirty  per  cut.  oo 
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the  first  bundred  dollars  collected  in  ojie  quarter; 
and  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  a  sum  over  one 
fanndred,  and  not  more  than  three  hundred;  and 
twenty  per  ceot.  on  any  sum  over  four  hundred 
and  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars;  and  eight 
per  cent,  on  any  vum  collected,  beiog  over  two 
thousaDd  four  hundred  dollars;  except  to  the  post- 
maBlers,  who  may  be  employed  in  receiTing  and 
despatching  foreigo  mails,  vbose  compcDnatton 
may  be  augmeatea,  not  exceeding  twenty-fire  dol- 
lars in  one  qparter ;  and  excepting  to  the  post- 
masters, at  oflices  where  the  mail  is  r^larty  to 
arrive  between  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  at  ni^bt 
and  fire  o'clock  in  the  morning;  whose  commission 
00  the  first  hundred  d«  liars,  collected  in  oue  quar- 
ter, may  be  increased  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
per  cent.  The  Postmaster  Qeoeral  may  allow 
to  the  postmasters,  respectively,  a  commission  of 
S£ty  per  ceot.  on  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
postages  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamph- 
lets; and  to  the  postmasters,  whose  compensation 
tfaall  not  exceed  five  bundred  dollars  in  one  quar- 
ter, two  cents  for  every  free  letter  delivered  out  of 
the  office,  excepting  such  as  are  for  the  postmas- 
ter himself;  and  each  postmaster,  who  shall  be 
required  to  keep  a  roister  of  the  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  the  mails,  shall  be  allowed  tea  cents 
for  each  moDtbty  return  which  be  makes  thereof 
to  the  General  Post  Office. 

Sac.  22.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
postmaster,  or  other  person,  authorized  to  receive 
the  postages  of  letters  and  packets,  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts,  and  pay  over  to 
the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  by  him  doe 
at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  suit  to 
be  commenced  affaiost  the  person  or  persons  so 
neglecting  or  refusing ;  and  if  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be  commenced 
within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every  such 
tiiree  months,  the  balances  due  from  every  such 
delinquent  shall  be  chai|^  to,  and  recoverable 
flwn,  the  Postmaster  General. 

That  all  suits  which  shall  be  hereafter  com- 
menced for  the  recovery  of  debts  or  balances  due 
to  the  General  Post  Office,  whether  they  appear  by 
bond  or  obligations  made  in  the  name  of  the  ex- 
istiog,  or  any  preceding  Postmaster  General,  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  instituted  in  the  name  uf  the 
"Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States." 

That  certified  copies,  under  the  seal  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  of  the  accounts  current  of  the 
several  postmasters,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
examined  and  adjusted  at  that  office,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  all  suits  brought  by  the 
Postmaster  General  for  the  recovery  of  balances 
or  debts  doe  from  postmasters,  and  in  like  manner 
copies  of  such  accounts  current  as  are  lodged  in 
the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  certi- 
Aed  by  the  Register  under  the  seal  of  his  office, 
riiall  beadmittM  as  evidence. 

8bo.  S3.  And  be  it  Jier0ter  enacted.  That  if  any 
foatmaster,  or  other  person,  who  shall  receive  and 
'Open,  or  despatch  mails,  shall  neglect  to  render  ac- 
eoaats  thereof,  for  one  month  atW  the  time,  and 
ia  tiw  form  aad  manner  preseribed  by  taw,  and  by 


the  Postmaster  General's  instructions  conformt- 
ble  therewith,  he  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of 
the  postages  which  shall  have  arisen  at  the  same 
office,  in  any  equal  portion  of  time  previous  nr 
subsequent  thereto;  or  in  case  no  accounts  shall 
have  been  rendered  at  the  time  of  trial  of  sneh 
case,  then  such  sum  as  the  court  and  jury  shiU 
estimate  equivalent  thereto,  to  be  recovered  by 
Postmaster  General  in  an  actira  on  the  ease. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  JvrtAer  enacted,  That  aU 
pecuniary  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  coder 
this  act,  shall  be,  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  per 
son  or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  hall  to  the  use  of  the  IToiteil 
States. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  make 
provision,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  all  letters  and  packages  intended  to  be 
conveyed  by  any  ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or 
from  any  port  in  the  Unitfd  States,  to  another 
port  therein;  and  the  letters  so  received,  shall  be 
formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  uf^  and  directed  to  the 
postmaster  of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  vn* 
sel  shall  be  bound.  And  for  every  letter  or  pack- 
et so  received,  there  shall  be  paia,  at  the  lime  of 
its  reception,  a  postage  of  one  cent,  which  shall 
be  for  tne  use  of  the  postmasters  respectively  re- 
ceiving the  same.  Aud  the  Postmaster  General 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  postmasten  io 
any  foreign  country,  for  the  reciprocal  receipt  wA 
delivery  of  letters  and  packets  through  the  post 
offices. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  Thai  ib* 
postmasters,  and  the  persons  employed  in  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  shall  be  exempt  from 
militia  duties,  and  serving  on  juries,  or  any  fitK 
or  penalty  for  n^lect  thereof. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  letter 
carriers  shall  be  employed  at  sucb  post  offices  a> 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  tbe  ddiv^ 
ery  of  letters  in  the  places  respectively  where 
such  post  offices  are  establMied ;  and  for  the  de- 
livery of  each  such  letter,  the  letter  carrier  mij 
receive  of  the  person  to  whom  the  delivery  b 
made,  two  cents:  Prmrided,  That  no  lener  spall 
be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  distribatioB, 
addressed  to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodged  at 
the  post  office  a  written  request  that  his  lettefs 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office.  And  for  every  let- 
ter lodged  at  any  post  office,  not  to  be  carried  by 
post,  but  to  be  delivered  at  the  place  where  it  ii 
to  be  so  lodged,  the  postmaster  shall  receive  oae 
cent  of  tbe  person  to  whom  it  shall  bt*  delivered. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  furOusr  enacted,  That  all 
causes  of  action  arising  under  this  act  maybe 
sued,  and  alt  ofienders  against  this  act  may  be 
prosecuted,  before  the  justices  of  the  peace,  magi 
istrates,  and  other  judicial  couris  of  the  semu 
States,  and  of  the  several  Territories  of  tbe  UnilM 
Slates,  they  haying  competeat  jurisdiction  by  the 
laws  tiS  such  States  or  Territories,  to  tbe  tnal « 
claims  and  demands  of  as  ^eet  value,  and  or 
proseeulioBs  where  tbe  punishments  are  of  •> 
^reat  extent;  and  such  justices,  magistiates, oi 
ludiciary,  shall  lake  eofiuzaaee  thereof,  and  pre* 
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eeed  to  judgment  and  exeotition,  as  in  other 
cases. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  ia  all 
mits  for  causeti  arising  under  this  act,  the  court 
^all  proceed  to  trial,  and  render  judgment  the 
first  term  after  auch  suit  shall  be  cotnmenced : 
Provided  almaafs,  That  whenever  service  of  the 
process  shall  not  have  been  made  twenty  days,  at 
least,  previous  to  the  return  day  of  such  term, 
the  deiendaot  shall  be  entitled  to  one  continuance, 
if  the  court,  on  the  statement  of  such  defendaot, 
shall  judge  it  expedient:  Provided  aUo,  That  if 
the  defendant  in  such  suits  shall  make  affidavit 
that  he  has  a  claim  against  the  General  Post  Of- 
fice, not  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  Gteneral,  al- 
though submitted  to  him  coBformable  to  the  reg- 
ulations of  thejpost  office,  and  siull  specify  soeh 
claim  in  the  amdavit,  and  that  he  could  not  be 
prepared  lor  the  trial  at  such  term  for  want  of  ev- 
idence, Uie  court  in  such  case,  being  satisfied  in 
those  xespects,  may  grant  a  contioDance  until  the 
next  succeeding  term. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  Jmiher  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
report,  anoually,  to  Congress,  every  post  road 
which  shall  not,  after  the  second  year  from  its  es- 
tablishment, have  produced  one  third  of  the  ex- 
pense of  carryine  the  mail  on  the  same. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  April  next,  the  several 
clauses  and  provisions.  ex::epting  the  first  and 
second  sections  thereoil  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  with- 
in the  United  States,"  and  the  seTcral  clauses, 
proTisions,  and  seetioits  of  an  act  (excepting  the 
first  and  second  sectitms  thereof)  entitled,  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
establish  the  Pu6t  Office  and  i>08t  roads  within 
the  United  States,"  approved  the  third  of  March, 
oue  thousand  seven  nundred  and  ninety-seven, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed  : 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  exonerate  any  person  who  shall 
not  have  performed  the  doty,  or  who  shall  have 
violated  any  uf  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the 
said  acts,  from  suits  or  prosecutions ;  but  as  to  all 
bonds,  contracts,  debts,  demands,  rights,  penalties, 
punishments,  wnich  have  been  made,  have  arisen, 
or  hare  been  incurred,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
•rise,  or  be  incurred  previous  to  the  first  dajof  May 
next,  the  said  acts  shall  lure  the  same  force  and 
efieet  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  made :  Pro- 
vided aito.  That  the  Postmaster  Qeueral,  deputy 
postmasters,  contractors  fta  carrying  ttie  mail, 
and  others  employed  under  the  aforesaid  acts, 
shall  continue  to  bold  their  several  offices,  ap- 
pointraents,  and  trusts,*until  they  are  otherwise 
removed ;  anything  herein  contained  that  might 
be  CQBstrued  to  the  contrary  ootwithstaodiDg ; 
and  also  the  bonds  which  they,  or  either  of  them, 
hare  or  may  give  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
their  several  duties  and  offices,  shall  continue  to 
bare  the  same  force  and  effect,  to  all  iotentR  and 
purposes,  after  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  as 
though  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

Ap^ored  March  2, 1799. 


An  set  making  apioopriations  Set  the  sunMKt  ftf  th» 
Militsty  Establishment,  fbr  ths  year  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^c.  That  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  ;  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
men  ;  bounties  and  premiums ;  the  clothing, 
hospital,  ordnance,  quartermaster's,  and  Indian 
dejKirtments ;  the  defensive  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers; the  contingent  expensesof  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  the  payment  of  military  pensions,  the 
sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  ana  forty-seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  be 
and  hereby  is  appropriated  ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  or  the  Army  of  the  United  State^ 
the  sum  of^ four  hundred  and  lorty-fire  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twentV'four  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  armj, 
fifty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  serenty-six 
dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  non-commissiooed 
officers  and  privates,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  seventy-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars. 

For  forage,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  equipments  for  one  company  of  cavalry, 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  horses  for  the  cavalry,  to  replace  those 
which  may  die,  or  become  unfit  for  serrice.  the 
sum  of  four  tboosaud  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  clothing,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twai- 
ty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Fur  the  hospital  department,  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  ordnance  department,  the  sum  of  ei^- 
ty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Fw  the  Indian  department,  the  following  sums', 
that  is  to  say : 

For  promoting  civilization  among  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  pay  of  temporary  agrats,  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  attending  the  running  of  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  Indian  territory 
and  tiie  United  States,  including  the  pay  of  com* 
missioners,  surveyors,  and  assistants,  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  presents  to  Indians, 
on  their  visits  to  the  seat  of  Government,  expenses 
attending  their  journeys,  and  during  their  stay  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  the  sum  often  thousand 
dollars. 

For  rations  to  Indians  at  the  different  military 
posts,  and  witbii>  their  respective  nations,  the  sum 
of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States,  includinjg  the  erection  and  re- 
pair of  forts  and  fortifications,  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  loss  of  stores,  allowances  to  officers  on  be- 
ing ordered  to  distant  commands,  and  for  special 
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parpOM*.  ftdr«rtuiog  and  apprehending  deserter*,  '  An  art  to  recnlate  tndeud  intaroMnM  with  ^  I»- 
prioting,  purcbuiog  o( map*,  and  other  eootingen-      <*i"o  tribes,  and  to  fnmm  peace  on  the  Ihrntm. 
eiai,  the  »am  of  tirentjr  thooiand  dollar*.  Be  it  enacted,  ^e^  That  the  following  booodary 

For  tbe  annual  allowance  to  the  invalids  of  the  <  line,  etublished  by  treaty  between  me  United 
United  Stateif,  for  their  peosioos,  from  the  fifth  \  States  and  variotu  Indian  tribes,  shall  be  deailir 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  '  ascertained,  and  distinctly  marked,  in  all  snea 
oinet]r-oine,to  the  fourth  day  of  Mareh,one  thous- '  places  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
and  eight  hundred,  the  sum  of  ninety-three  ihons-  deem  neceasary,  aod  in  nich  manner  as  he  shaU 
and  four  boodred  dollars.  direct,  to  wit :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cay- 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fialher enacted,  That,  for  the  ;  ahogo  river,  on  L«keBne,and  mnmi^  thence  op 
additional  Army  oithe  Uoilcd  Stotea,  the  follow-  i  the  aame  tu  the  portage  between  that  and  the  Tw- 
iiig  lunu.  including  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  thou- 1  earuras  branch  of  the  Mmkingnni ;  thence,  dowa 
nnd  doUars,  already  appropriated  on  account,  be,  t  that  bfaneh  lo  the  eroning-idaee  abore  Fort  Law- 
and  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated,  that  is  i  reoce;  thence  westwudly  toa  foA  of  that  branch 
to  say  :  of  the  Great  Miami  river,  running  into  the  Ohia 

For  tb«  pay  and  subsistence  of  tbe  officers,  non-  at  or  near  which  fork  stood  Laromie's  store,  ana 
eommistioDea  officers,  and  privates,  the  sum  of  where  commences  the  portan  between  the  Mi- 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand  four  hundred  ami  of  the  Ohio,  aod  Saiot  Sury's  river,  which  is 
aod  forty-three  dollars:  a  braoch  of  tbe  Miami,  which  runs  into  Lake 

For  forage,  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  four !  Erie;  thence  a  westwardly  course  to  Fcwt  Recov- 


hundred  and  seveoty-eight  dollars: 

For  bounties  ana  premiums,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  and  sixteen  dol- 
Ur>: 

For  clothing,  two  hundred  and  forty  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  dollars: 

For  the  expense  of  horses  and  equipments  for 
th«  dragoons,  ine  turn  of  fifty-eight  thousand  seven 
bundr^  and  ninety-three  dollars : 

For  the  hospital  department,  the  sum  of  forty 
thouMud  dollars : 

For  the  duartermaster'a  department,  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it further  enacted,  That  the  fore- 
going appropriations  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 


ery,  which  stands  on  a  braoch  of  the  Wabash; 
I  thence  south  westwardly  io  a  direct  line  to  the 
I  Ohio,  so  as  to  iatmect  that  river  Of^iosite  the 
j  mouth  of  Kentucky  or  Cutuwa  river;  thence  dowa 
!  the  said  river  Ohio,  to  the  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  acres,  near  the  rapids  aS  the  Ohio, 
which  has  been  assigned  to  General  Clarke,  for 
the  use  of  himself  and  his  warriors ;  thence  aronad 
the  said  tract,  on  tbe  line  of  the  said  tact,  tiil  it 
shall  again  intersect  the  said  river  Ohio ;  thnce 
down  the  same,  to  a  point  opposite  tbe  high  lands 
or  ri^  between  the  mouto  of  the  Cnmbettand 
aod  Tennessee  rivers;  thence  southeastwardly 
on  the  said  ridoe,  to  a  point  from  whence  a  sovUr 
west  line  wilf  strike  tbe  mouth  of  Duck  river; 
thence  still  eastwardly  qd  the  said  ridge,  to  a  point 
forty  miles  above  Nashville ;  thence  northmst,  to 
Cumberland  river;  tbeoce  up  the  said  river,  to 
where  the  Kentucky  road  crosses  the  same;  tboice 
to  the  Cumberland  mountain,  at  the  poiotof  Camp- 
bell's line;  ihence  in  a  southwestwardly  diree- 
tioo  along  the  foot  of  the  Cumberland  mountaias 
to  Emery's  river  ;  thence  down  the  same  lo  its 
junction  with  the  river  Clinch ;  tbeoce  dowa 
the  river  Clinch  to  Hawkins^i  line;  thence  along 
the  same  to  a  white  oak,  marked  "  one  mitt 
tree ;"  thence  sooth  fiftv-one  degrees  west,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-eignt  chains,  to  a  la^  ash 
tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Teonesitee,  one  mile 
below  Southwest  Point;  thence  up  the  northeast 
margin  of  the  river  Tennessee  (not  including 
island)  to  the  Wild  Cat  rock  below  Tellico  bloek- 


An  act  Testing  the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  eases, 
in  the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Thai,  on  information  being 
given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

E roving  latisfactorily  to  him  that  any  citizen  of  the 
rnitecTSrates  who  shall  have  been  or  may  be 
found  on  board  any  vessel  of  war  of  either  of  the 
Powers  at  war  with  the  French  Republic,  and  who 
shall  be  impressed  or  forced  by  violence  or  threats 

to  enter  on  board  such  vessel,  hath  suffered  death,  1  house" ;' thVnce  in  a  diTwVuDe  to  the  MUirtrsiil^ 
f,'*'^ o'*'?':  corporal  punishment,  or  (he  Maryville  road  leading  from  Tdliw; 

ihaU  he  impriMned  with  unusual  severity,  by         thence  from  the  said  Sprioe  to  the  Chilhowee 
of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, or  of  any  officer  or  agent  acting  under  their 


authority,  in  pursuance  oT  any  decree  of  tbe  said 
DIreetorv,  or  law  of  the  French  Republic ;  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  required,  to  cause 
tbe  most  rigorous  retaliation  to  Im  executed  on 
any  such  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  as  have 
been  or  hereafter  may  be  captured  in  pursuance 
of  any  of  the  Uws  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  3, 1799. 


Spring 

mountain,  by  a  line  so  to  be  run,  as  will  leave  all 
the  farms  on  Nine-mile  creek  to  the  northwud 
and  eastward  of  it,  and  to  be  continued  along  the 
Chilhowee  mountain  until  it  strikes  Hawkins^ 
line;  thence  along  the  said  line  to  tbe  Great  Iroa 
mountain ;  and  from  the  top  of  which  a  line  to  be 
continued  in  a  southeastwardly  course  to  -rnhm 
the  most  southern  bnueh  of  Little  river  crosses 
the  divisional  line  to  Tugaloo  rivo- ;  tbenee  akag 
the  South  Carolina  Indian  boundary,  to  and  om 
the  OeooBa  mountain,  in  a  southwest  eowse  to 
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Tnnloo  rirer ;  theoee  in  8  direct  line  to  the  top 
of  Cnrrahee  mooDtain,  where  the  creek  lioe  passes 
it ;  thence  to  the  head  or  scarce  of  the  main  south 
branch  of  the  Oconee  river,  called  the  Appalacbee ; 
thence  dowD  the  middle  of  the  said  main  south 
l»anch  and  river  Oconee,  to  its  conflQeoce  with 
Oakmulgee,  which  forms  the  river  Altamaha ; 
thence  down  the  middle  of  the  said  Altamaba,  to 
the  old  line  on  the  said  rirer;  and  tbence  along 
the  said  old  lioe  to  the  rirer  Saint  Mary's:  Pro- 
vided^ alvays,  That  if  the  boundary  line  between 
the  said  Indian  tribes  and  the  United  States  shall, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  be  varied  by  any  treaty 
which  shall  be  made  between  the  said  Indian  trib^ 
and  the  United  States,  then  all  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to 
the  said  line  so  to  be  varied,  in  the  same  manner 
as  said  provisions  apply  bjr  force  of  this  act  to  the 
boundary  tine  hereinbefore  recited. 

^  8bc.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  if  any 
citizen  of,  or  other  person  resident  in,  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the 
United  States,  sball  cross  over  or  go  within  the 
said  boundary  line  to  hoot  or  in  anywise  destroy 
the  game,  or  shall  drive  or  otherwise  convey  any 
stock  of  horses  or  cattle  to  range  on  any  lands 
allotted  or  secured  by  treaty  with  the  United  States 
to  any  Indian  tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars, or  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  six  montha. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farthxr  enacted.  That  if  any 
sDch  citizen  or  other  person  sball  go  into  any  coun- 
try which  is  allotted  or  secured  by  treaty,  us  afore- 
said, to  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  without  a  passport  first  had  and  obtained 
from  theOoTemorofsomeoneof  the  United  States, 
or  the  officn- oTthe  troops  of  theUnited  States  com- 
manding at  the  nearest  post  on  the  frontiers,  or 
such  other  person  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  mav  from  time  to  time  authorize  to  grant 
the  same,saall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dol- 
birs,or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  go  into  any  town, 
settlement,  or  territory,  belonging  or  secured  by 
treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  nation  or 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery, 
larceny,  trespass,  or  other  crime,  against  the  per- 
son or  property  of  any  friendly  Indian  or  Indians, 
which  would  oe  punishable,  if  committed  within 
the  jarisdiction  of  any  State,  against  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States ;  or  unauthorized  by  law,  and 
■with  a  hostile  intention,  shall  be  found  on  any 
Indian  land,  such  offender  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  twelve  months;  and  shall  also,  when 
property  is  taken  or  destroyed,  forfeit  and  pay  to 
socn  Indian  or  Indians  to  whom  the  property  taken 
and  destroyed  belongs,  a  sum  equal  to  twice  the 
-jnst  value  of  the  property  so  taken  or  destroyed. 
And  if  such  offender  shall  he  unable  to  pay  a  sum 
at  least  equal  to  the  said  just  value,  whatever  such 

Eyment  shall  fall  short  of  the  said  just  value,  shall 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States : 
Provided,  nevertheleat.  That  no  such  Indian  shall 
be  entitled  to  any  payment  out  of  the  Treasury  of 


the  United  States  for  any  such  property  taken  or 
destroyed,  if  he,  or  any  of  the  nation  to  which  he 
belongs,  sball  have  sought  private  revenge,  or 
attempted  to  obtain  sati^cuon,  hy  any  force  oi 
violence. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted.  That  if  any 
such  citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  make  a  settle- 
ment on  any  lands  belonging,  or  secured,  orgrant- 
ed,  by  treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  any  Indian 
tribe,  or  shall  survey,  or  attempt  to  survey,  such 
lands,  or  designate  any  of  the  boundaries,  by  mark- 
ing trees,  or  otherwise,  such  offender  shall  forfeit 
alt  bis  right,  title,  and  claim,  if  any  he  has,  of 
whatsoever  nature  or  kind  the  same  shall  or  may 
be,  to  the  lands  aforeMtid.  whereupon  he  shaU 
make  a  settlement,  or  which  he  shall  survey,  or 
attempt  to  survey,  or  designate  any  of  the  bound- 
aries toereoC  fa^  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  and 
shall  also  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonment,  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months.  And  it  shall,  moreover,  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
take  such  measiu'es,  and  to  employ  such  military 
force,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  remove  from 
lands  belonging,  or  secured  by  treatjr,  as  aforesaid, 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  any  such  citizen  or  other 
person,  who  has  made  or  shall  hereafter  make,  or 
attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  thereon :  And  everv 
right^  title,  or  claim  forfeited  imder  this  act,  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  invested  in  the  United 
States,  upon  conviction  of  the  offender,  withiqit 
any  other  or  further  proceeding. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  if  any 
such  citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  ^  into  any 
town,  settlement,  or  territory,  belousiDg  to  anj* 
nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  and  shall  there  commit 
murder,  by  kilting  any  Indian  or  Indians  belong 
ing  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians  in  amity 
with  the  United  States,  such  offender,  on  being 
thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  death. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  such 
citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
side at  any  of  the  towns,  or  hunting  camps,  of  any 
of  the  Indian  tribes  as  a  trader,  without  a  license 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  department,  or  of  such  other  person  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shaU  authorize  to 
grant  licences  for  that  purpose:  Which  superin- 
tendent, or  person  authorized,  shall,  on  application, 
issue  such  license,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two 
year^  who  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  one  or  more 
sureties^  approved  of  by  the  superintendent,  or 
p«son  issuing  such  license,  or  by  the  President  <tf 
the  United  States,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one  thotH 
sand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithfiil 
observance  of  sucb  regulations  and  restrictions  as 
are  or  shall  be  made  lor  the  government  of  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes:  And  the 
superintendent,  or  person  issuing  such  Ucenae, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  recall  the 
same,  if  the  person  so  licensed  shall  transgress  any 
of  the  regulations  or  restrictions  provided  for  the 

fovernment  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
ndian  tribes ;  and  shall  put  in  suit  sach  bonds  as 
he  may  have  taken,  on  the  breach  of  any  condi- 
tion therein  contained. 
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Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fuTther  enaded.  That  any 
soch  citizen  or  other  person,  who  shalt  attempt  to 
reside  in  any  town  or  hunting  camp  of  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  as  a  trader,  without  such  license, 
shall  forfeit  ail  the  merchandise  offered  for  sale,  to 
the  Indians,  or  foand  in  his  possession,  and  shalt, 
moreorer,  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  eieeeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  to  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
each  citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  purchase  or  re- 
oeWe  of  any  Indian,  in  the  way  of  trade  or  barter, 
a  gan,  or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting, 
uy  instrument  of  husbandry,  or  eookin;  utensiL 
of  -the  kind  usually  obtained  by  the  Indians,  iii 
dieir  intercourse  with  white  people,  or  any  arti* 
ete  of  clothing,  except  skins  or  furs,  he  shall  for- 
feit a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  be  im- 
prisoned not  exoeediiig  thirty  days. 

Ssc.  10.  Andbe  it  Jurtherenatied,  That  no  such 
(Htlzen,  or  other  person,  shall  be  permitted  to  pur- 
chase any  horse  of  an  Indian,  or  of  any  wnite 
man  in  the  Indian  territory,  without  special  li- 
cense for  that  purpose ;  which  license,  the  super- 
intendent, or  such  other  person  as  the  President 
shall  appoint,  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant,  on  rhe 
same  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions,  as  other 
licenses  are  to  be  granted  under  this  act:  And 
any  such  person,- who  shall  purchase  a  horse  or 
horses,  under  such  license,  before  he  exposes  such 
hone  or  horses  for  sale,  and  within  fifteen  days 
after  they  hare  been  brought  out  of  the  Indian 
conntry,shallmabe  a  particular  return  to  the  super- 
intendent orother  person  from  whom  heobtaiuedhis 
license,  of  erery  horse  purchased  by  him  as  afore- 
said ;  describing  such  horse*  by  their  color,  height, 
and  other  natural  or  artificial  marlu,  under  the 
penalty  contained  in  their  respective  bonds.  And 
erery  such  person,  purchasing  a  horse  or  horses, 
as  aforesaid,  in  the  Indian  country,  without  a  spe- 
cial license,  shall,  for  every  horse  thus  purchased, 
and  brought  into  any  settlement  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
diirty  days.  Aad  every  person,  who  shall  pur- 
^Ase  a  bors^  knowing  him  to  be  brought  out  of 
the  Indian  territory  by  any  person  or  person'*  not 
Heensed  as  above  to  purchase  the  same,  shell  foi^ 
feit  the  value  of  sneh  horse. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  no 
■gent,  superintendent,  or  other  person,  authorized 
to  granta  license  to  trade,  or  purchase  horses,  shall 
kaveany  interest  or  concern  tn  any  trade  with  the 
Indians,  or  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any  horse, 
to  or  from  any  Indian,  excepting  for  and  on  account 
of  the  United  States.  And  any  person  offending 
herein,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
twelve  months. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  no 
purchase,  grant,  lease,  or  other  conveyance  of  lands, 
or  of  any  title  or  claim  thereto,  from  any  Indian, 
or  nation,  or  tribe  of  Indians,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  of  any  validity,  in  law 
or  equity,  unkss  the  same  be  made  by  treaty  or 
coavention  entered  into  pursuant  to  the  Coaatitu- 


tion :  And  it  shall  be  a  misdemeanor  in  any  per- 
son, not  employed  under  the  authority  of  the  Uav- 
ted  States,  to  negotiate  such  treaty  or  coareotioo, 
directly  or  indirectly, to  treat  with  aBysoeh  IndiaB 
nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  for  the  title  or  purchase 
of  any  lands  by  them  held  or  claimed,  punishable 
by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months: 
Provided,  nevertheless,  That  it  shall  be  lavfnl 
for  the  agent  or  agents  of  any  State,  who  maybe 
present  at  any  treaty  held  with  Indians  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ^resenc* 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  commissioner  or 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  appointed  to 
hold  the  same,  to  propose  to  and  aqjust  with  the 
Indians,  the  compensation  to  be  mkie,  for  their 
claims  to  lands  within  suoh  State,  whien  shall  bs 
extinguished  by  the  treaty. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
order  to  promote  civilization  among  the  friendly 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  secure  the  continoance  <k 
their  friendship,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  them  tobefar- 
nished  with  useful  domestic  animals,  and  imjie- 
meots  of  husbandry,  and  with  goods  or  money,  as 
he  may  jodge  proper,  and  to  appoint  such  person*, 
from  time  to  time,  as  temporary  agents,  toresidf 
among  the  Indians,  as  he  shall  thmk  fit :  Provi' 
ded,  That  the  whole  amount  of  such  pre8enta.aBd 
allowance  to  such  agents,  shall  not  exceed  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  pn  annum. 

Seo.  14.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  if 
any  Indian  or  IndtaDs,  belonging  to  any  tribe  in 
amity  with  the  United  States,  shall  come  over  or 
across  the  said  boundary  line,  into  any  State 
or  territory  inhabited  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  take,  steal,  or  destroy,  any  boat, 
horses,  or  other  properlv,  belonging  to  any  cittzea 
or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  or  of  either  of 
the  territorial  districts  of  the  United  States,  or 
shall  commit  any  murder,  vitJeoce,  or  ontrue, 
upon  any  such  citizen  or  inhabitant,  it  shalt  betas 
duty  of  such  citizm  or  inhabitant,  his  representa- 
live,  attorney,  or  agent,  to  make  application  totfae 
superintendent,  or  such  other  person  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  authorize  for  that 
purpose'!  who,  upon  being  furnished  with  the  ne- 
cessary documents  and  proofs,  shall,  under  ibe£- 
rection  or  instmetion  of  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  m^e  application  to  the  oation  or  tribe, 
to  which  such  Indian  or  Indians  shall  belout,  for 
satisfaction ;  and  if  such  oation  or  tribe  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  make  satisfaction,  in  a  reasona- 
ble time,  not  exceeding  eighteen  months,  ihea  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendent,  or  other 

ferson  authorized  as  aforesaid,  to  make  return  of 
is  doings  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  forward  to  him  all  the  documents  and  proob  in 
the  case,  that  such  further  steps  may  be  lahen  ss 
shall  be  proper  to  obtain  saliaaction  for  the  iaja- 
ry:  And  in  the  meantime,  in  respect  to  the  prop- 
erty so  ukea,  stolen,  or  destroyed,  the  UoitM 
States  guaranty  to  the  party  injured,  an  ereoMB 
indemniGcation  :  Provided  alxeays,  That  if  mm 
injured  party,his  repre8eatative,attorMy,orage^ 
shaU,  in  any  way,  violate  any  of  the  prortwwia 
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this  aet,  by  seekiog,  or  attempting  to  obuio,  pri- 
vate utisfaetioD  or  revenge  by  crossing  over  tbe 
Une,  on  any  of  tbe  Indian  Unds,  he  sbaU  forfeit 
ell  claim  upon  the  Uoited  States  for  such  indem- 
nificaiioo :  Aad  provided,  oiso,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  le^l  appre- 
hension or  arresting,  within  the  limits  oi  any 
State  or  district,  of  any  Indian  having  so  ofitod- 
ed  :  And  provided further.  That  it  sbalt  be  lawful 
for  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  deduct 
such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  paid  for  the  property 
taken,  stolen,  or  destroyed,  by  any  such  Indian, 
out  of  the  annual  stipend  which  the  Uoited  States 
are  bound  to  pay  to  ihe  tribe  to  whiefa  such  Indian 
shall  belong. 

Sec,;  15.  And  be  U  fuHher  enacted,  That  tbe 
superior  courts  in  each  of  tbe  said  territorial  dis- 
Criets,  and  the  circuit  courts,  and  other  courts  of 
the  United  States  of  similar  jurisdiction  in  crim- 
ioal  eatues,  in  each  district  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  any  offender  affaiost  this  act  shaU  be 
apprehended,  or,  agreeablr  to  the  provisioQs  of 
cats  act,  shall  be  brought  for  trial,  shall  have,  and 
are  hereby  invested  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  hear  and  determine  all  crimes,  ofiences,  and 
misdemeanors,  a^inst  this  act;  such  courts  pro- 
ceeding therein,  m  the  same  manner,  as  if  such 
crimes.  oflKDces.  and  misdemeanors,  bad  been 
committed  within  the  bounds  of  their  respective 
districts;  and  in  all  cases,  where  tbe  punishment 
shall  not  be  death,  the  county  courts  of  quarter 
fessioQB  in  the  said  territorial  districts,  and  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  shall  have,  and  are  hereby  in- 
vested with,  like  power  to  bear  and  determine  the 
same,  anv  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstaodincf ; 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  punishment  shall  Be 
death,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Goveraw  of  either 
of  the  territorial  dit^triets,  where  the  offender  shall 
be  app-eheoded,  or  into  which  he  shall  be  brought 
for  trial,  to  issue  a  commission  of  oyer  and  termi- 
ner to  the  superior  judges  of  such  district,  who 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  and 
determine  all  sueh  ca]HtaI  cases,  in  the  same  man- 
ner'as  tbe  superior  courts  of  such  district  have  in 
their  ordinary  sessions ;  and  when  tbe  offender 
dial!  be  apprehended  or  brought  for  trial  into  any 
of  tbe  Uoited  States,  except  Kentucky,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  issue  a  like  commission  to  any  one  or  more 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  judge  of  tbe  district,  in  which  such  of- 
fender may  have  been  apprehended,  or  shall  have 
been  broiuht  for  trial ;  which  judge%  or  any  two 
of  them,  simll  have  the  same  juriwiietion  in  such 
caiHial  cases,  as  the  circuit  court  of  such  district, 
and  shall  proceed  to  trial  end  judgment,  in  the 
same  manner  as  such  circoit  court  might  or  could 
do.  And  the  district  courts  of  Kentucky  and 
Maine  shall  have  jarisdietioo  of  all  crimes,  of- 
fences, and  misdemeanors,  committed  against  this 
act,  and  shall  proceed  to  trul  and  judgment,  in 
the  same  manner  as  tbe  eimnit  eonrts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sao.  Id.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
he  hiwfal  for  the  military  fMce  «  the  Uuied 


States,  to  apprehend  every  person  who  shall,  or 
may,  be  found  in  tbe  Indian  country  over  and  be- 
yonid  the  said  boimdary  line  between  the  United 
States  a«d  the  said  Indian  tribes^  in  violation  of 
any  of  the  provisions  or  relations  of  this  act, 
and  him  or  them  immediately  to  convey,  in  the 
nearest,  convement,  and  safe  route,  to  tbe  civil 
authority  of  ihe  United  States,  in  some  one  of  the 
three  next  adjoining  States  or  districts,  to  be  pr> 
ceected  against  in  due  course  of  law :  Prowaed^ 
That  no  person  appreheadfld  by  miliury  force, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  detained  longer  than  five 
days  after  the  arrest,  and  before  removal.  And  all 
(^cers  and  soldiers,  M)iO  may  have  any  such  per- 
son or  persons  in  custody,  shall  treat  them  with 
all  the  humanity  which  the  circumstances  will 
possibly  permit;  and  every  officer  and  soldier 
who  shalfbe  guilty  of  maltreating  any  sueh  |wi^ 
son,  while  in  custody,  shall  suffer  such  ponuh- 
rneot  as  a  court  martial  shall  direct:  ProfMed, 
That  tbe  officer  having  etutody  of  such  person  tu 
pCTsons,  diall,  if  required  by  such  person  or  pw- 
Boos,  conduct  him  or  them  to  the  nearest  judge  of 
the  sapr^e  or  superior  court  of  any  State,  who, 
if  the  offisnce  is  bailable,  shall  take  proper  bail,  if 
offered,  returnable  to  tbe  district  court  next  to  be 
holden  in  said  district,  which  bail  the  said  judge 
is  hereby  authorized  to  take,  and  which  shall  he 
liable  to  be  estreated  as  any  other  recognizance  lor 
bait  in  any  court  of  the  United  States ;  and  if 
said  judge  shall  refuse  to  act,  or  tbe  person  or  pn- 
sons  fail  to  procure  satisfactory  bail  then  the  said 
person  or  persons  are  to  be  proceeded  with  aceord- 
ing  to  the  directions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  ThatifMiy 
person,  who  shall  be  charged  with  a  violation  « 
any  of  the  provisions  or  rcffulations  of  this  aot, 
shall  be  found  within  any  ttf  the  United  States^ 
or  «ther  of  the  territorial  disbriets  of  the  United 
Smtes  sueh  offender  may  be  there  apprehended 
and  brought  to  trial,  in  the  same  muiner,  as  if 
such  crime  or  ofieoce  bad  been  committed  within 
such  State  or  district;  and  it  AM  be  the  daty  of 
the  military  force  of  the  Uoited  States,  when 
called  upon  by  the  civil  magistrate,  or  any  proper 
officer,  or  other  person  duly  authorized  for  that 
purpose,  and  having  a  lawfiil  warrant,  to  aid  and 
assist  such  magistrate,  officer,  or  other  person,  an- 
thorized,  as  aforesaid,  in  arresting  such  o&nder, 
and  him  committing  to  safe  custody  for  trial,  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Sec.  18.  AtuI  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
amount  of  fines,  and  duration  of  imprisonment, 
directed  by  this  act  as  a  pnnisbment  for  the  viola- 
tion of  any  of  the  provisions  thereof.shall  be  aseei^ 
lained  and  fixed,  not  exceeding  the  limits  pre- 
scribed, In  the  discretion  of  the  court,  before  whom  , 
the  trial  shall  be  had ;  and  that  all  fines  and  for- 
feitures, which  shall  accrue  under  this  act,  shall  be 
one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informant,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States :  except  where 
tbe  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted  on  hebcAf 
of  the  United  States,  in  whldi  cue  the  whole 
shall  be  to  their  use. 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  it  fwiker  enacted,  That  notbia|: 
I  in  Shis  net  shall  be  eonstniMl  to  prevent  any  tnde 
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or  intetconise  with  Indians  liviag  on  landa  snr- 
Toanded  hj  settlements  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  being  within  the  ordinary  juris- 
dietion  of  any  of  the  iDdividual  States ;  or  the  un- 
molested use  of  a  road  from  Washingtoo  district 
to  Mero  district,  and  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ten- 
nessee riverj  as  reserved  and  secured  by  treaty ; 
nor  shall  this  act  be  construed  to  prevent  any  per- 
8CM1  or  persons  travelling  from  Knoiville  to  Price's 
settlement,  (so  called)  provided  they  shall  travel 
in  the  trace  or  path  wtiich  is  usually  travelled, 
and  provided  the  Indians  make  no  objection  ;  but 
if  the  Indians  object,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a  proclama- 
tion, prohibiting  all  travelling  on  said  trace,  after 
whieb,  the  penalties  of  this  act  shall  be  incurred 
by  every  p»soD  travelling  or  being  found  on  said 
trace,  within  the  Indian  boundary,  without  a 
passport. 

Sbo.  30.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  clearly  ascertained,  and 
distinctly  marked,  in  all  such  places  as  be  shall 
deem  necessary,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
direct,  any  other  boundary  lines  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  any  Indian  tribe,  which  now  are, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  established  by  treaty* 

Sbc.  31.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
tv-nine,  and  shall  continue  in  force  the  term  of 
three  years ;  and,  so  far  as  respects  the  proceed- 
ings under  this  act,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'  Ad  act  giving  effect  to  the  lam  of  the  United 
Stetes  within  the  district  of  Tennessee,'"  is  not 
to  operate.  And  all  disabilities  which  have  taken 
idace,  shall  continue  and  remain ;  and  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  that  bare  been  ioennred,  may 
be  recovered ;  and  all  prosecutions  and  suits  which 
may  have  been  commenced,  may  be  prosecuted 
to  final  judgment,  under  the  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontiers ;  which  act  expires, 
by  its  own  limitation,  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  act  was  continued 
in  force. 

Approved,  March  3, 1799. 


An  Act  authorizioff  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
to  fill  certain  vacancies  in  the  Army  and  Nsvy. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  snail  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  mnke  appointments  to  fill  any  vacancies 
in  the  army  and  nary  ivhicb  may  have  happened 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  Blarch  3^  1799. 


An  Act  for  the  better  orgauiziDg  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  o^er  poiposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  troops  heretofore  au- 
thorizedj  and  which  hereafter  may  be  authorized, 
to  be  laaed,  shall  be  eompooed  and  orgmnizni  as 


follows,  to  wit :  A  regiment  of  iniantry  shall  con- 
sist of  one  lieutenant-colonel  commandaat,  tm 
majors,  first  and  second,  one  adjutant,  one  qaarto!' 
master,  and  one  paymaster,  each  being  a  lientea- 
ant,  one  suryreon,  and  two  surgeon's  males,  tea 
captains,  ten  first  and  ten  second  lieoteoaDts,  be- 
sides the  three  lieutenants  before-meotioned,  ten 
cadets,  two  seiveant-ma^ors.  two  quartemusta 
sei^eants,  two  chief  musicians,  first  and  second, 
twenty  other  musicians,  forty  sergeants,  forty 
corporals,  and  nine  hundred,  and  twenty  privata; 
which,  together,  shall  form  two  battalions,  fach 
battalion  of  five  companies.  A  regiment  ol  cav- 
alry shall  consist  of  one  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
mandant, two  majors,  a  first  and  second,  one  sdja- 
tant,  one  quartermaster,  and  one  paymaster,  each 
being  a  lientenant ;  one  surgeon  and  two  surgeoa^ 
mates,  ten  first  and  ten  second  lieutenants,  besides 
the  three  lieutenants  before-mratioDed,tencadeii, 
two  sergeant-majors,  two  quartermaster  se^eanii, 
two  chief  musicians,  first  and  second,  ten  other 
musicians,  forty  sergeants,  forty  corporals,  and 
nine  hundred  and  twenty  privates,  inclodingten 
saddlers,  ten  blacksroitbs.  and  ten  bootmatters; 
which,  t<^ether,  shall  form  five  squadrons,  each 
squadron  of  two  companies.  A  regiment  oi  artil- 
lery shall  consist  of  one  lieutenant-colonel  couh 
mandant,  four  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  qnarter- 
master,  and  one  pajrmasler,  each  being  a  lieatea- 
ant,  one  surgeon,  and  two  surgeon's  mates,  six- 
teen captains,  thirty-two  lieutenants,  besides  the 
three  lieutenants  before  mentioned,  thirty-two  ca- 
dets, four  sergeant-majors,  four  quartermaster  ser- 
geants, sixty-four  sergeants,  sixty-four  corpcnak, 
ODe  chief  musician,  ten  other  musicians,  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-six  privates,  including  oae 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  artificers;  which. to- 
gether, diall  form  four  battalions,  each  battalioB 
of  four  companies:  Provided,  aiway»,  That  the 
number  of  privates  raised,  and  to  M  raised,  ibr 
the  regiment  of  cavalry  and  the  regiments  of 
iniantry  heretofore  authorized,  shall  not  exceed 
the  number,  respectively,  for  which  provision 
hath  been  heretofore  made  by  law ;  nor  shall 
the  battalion  of  rifiemen,  nor  the  two  addition- 
al troops  of  cavalry,  authorized  by  this  act,  be 
raised,  until  farther  provision  shall  be  so  made, 
unless  war  shall  break  out  between  the  United 
States  and  some  European  Prince,  Potentate,  or 
State,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  at  his  discretion, 
to  cause  the  said  r^menta,  or  any  of  them,  to  be 
severally  completed  to  their  ftill  establishment 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
ensign  and  comet  in  the  r^ments  heretofore  ap- 
pointed shall  be  denominated  hereafter  second 
tieutenants. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates 
hereinafter  mentioned,  who  now  are,  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  may  be,  tn  the  actual  service  o( 
the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  shall 
receive  the  following  compensations,  to  wii:  a 
major  general,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollus 
per  month,  and  fifteen  rations  provisions  per 
day,  or  an  equivalent  in  mmey,  and  when  forage 
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flhmll  not  be  funiished  by  the  Ignited  States,  the 
further  anm  of  twenty  dollars  per  month ;  a  bri- 
^ier  general,  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  per 
month,  twelve  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in 
money,  and  sixteen  dollars  per  month  for  forage, 
when  not  furnished  as  aforesaid ;  a  lieutenant- 
colonel   commandant,  seventy-five  dollars  per 
month,  six  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in 
money,  and  twelve  dollars  for  forage,  when  not 
furnished  as  aforesaid;  a  major  oT  artillery  or 
cavalry,  each  fifty-five  dollars  per  month,  four 
rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and 
ten  dollars  per  month  for  forage,  when  not  fur- 
nished as  aforesaid ;  a  major  of  infantry,  fifty  dol- 
lars per  month,  four  rations  per  day,  or  an  equiva- 
lent m  money,  and  ten  dollars  per  month  for  for- 
nge,  when  not  furnished  as  aforesaid  ;  a  captain 
of  cavalry,  forty  dollars  per  month,  three  rations 
per  day,or  an  equivalentmmoney,and  eight  dol- 
lars per  month  for  forage,  when  not  fbmished  as 
aforesaid ;  a  captain  of  artillery  and  infantry, 
forty  dollars  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day, 
or  an  equivalent  in  money;  a  first  lieutenant  or 
cavalry,  thirty  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  per 
day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and  six  dollars 
per  month  for  forage,  when  notfiimished  as  afore- 
said ;  lieutenants  of  artillery,  each,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  equiva- 
lent in  money ;  a  second  lieutenant  of  cavalry, 
twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  per  day, 
or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and  six  dollars  per 
month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  afore- 
said; a  first  lieutenant  of  infantry,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  equiva- 
lent in  money  j  a  second  lieutenant  of  infantry, 
twenty-five  dollars  per  mmtb,  and  two  rations  per 
day,  or  an  equiralent  in  money ;  a  r^imental  sur^ 
geon.  forty-five  dollars  per  month,  three  rations 
per  day,  or  an  CQuivalent  in  money,  and  ten  dol- 
lars per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as 
aforesaid;  a  surgeon's  mate,  thirty  dollars  per 
■UHttb,  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in 
money,  and  six  dollars  per  month  for  foraga  when 
not  furnished  as  aforesaid;  a  regimen lal  pay- 
master, quartermaster,  and  adjutant,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  in  the  line,  each  ten  dollars,  and  six 
d(^rs  per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished 
as  aforesaid;  a  cadet  of  cavalry,  ten  dollars  per 
month,  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in 
money,  and  six  dollars  per  month  for  forage,  when 
not  furnished  as  aforesaid ;  ell  other  cadets,  ten 
dtdlars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  an 
eqoivalent  in  money ;  a  sergeant-major  and  a 
qiMTtermaster-sergean^eacb,  ten  dollars  per  month; 
t  chief  musician,  eight  dollars  per  month ;  a  ser- 
geant, eight  dollars  per  month ;  a  corporal,  seven 
dollars  per  month;  a  musician,  six  dollars  per 
month ;  an  artificer  to  the  infantry  and  artittery, 
a&rrier,  saddler,  and  boot-maker  to  the  dragoons, 
nd)  ten  dollars  per  month ;  a  private  rioldier,.five 
dollars  per  month,  and  to  each  of  the  said  non- 
commisaioned  officers  and  privates,  one  ration  of 
l«ovisions  per  day. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  all  non- 
commissioned officers,  nnificersj  privates,  and  mu- 
"Kiani,  who  are  and  who  shall  be  enlisted,  and 


the  non-commisBioned  officers,  artificers,  privates, 
and  mnsicians,  of  the  militia  or  other  corps,  who 
at  any  time  may  be  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ex- 
empted, dwaott  their  term  of  service,  from  all  per* 
sonal  arrests  for  any  debt  or  contract.  And  when- 
ever any  nonHipmmissioned  officer,  artificer,  pri- 
vate, or  musician,  shall  be  arrested,  whether  by 
mesne  process,  or  in  execution,  contrary  to  the 
intent  hereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  and  of  any 
court  or  judge  of  a  State,  who,  by  the  laws  of 
such  Siate.are  aatborized  to  issue  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  respectively,  on  application  by  an  officer, 
to  grant  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  returnable  before 
himself :  and  upon  due  hearing  and  examination 
in  a  summary  manner,  to  dischai^  the  non- 
commissioned t^cer,  artificer,  private,  or  must- 
cUn,  from  such  arrest,  uking  common  bail,  if  re- 
quired, in  any  case  upon  mesne  process^  and  com- 
mit bim  to  the  applicant,  or  some  other  t^cer  of 
the  same  corps. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  artificer,  and 
musician,  who  shall  hereafter  be  enlisted  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  able  bodied, 
and  of  a  size  and  age  suitable  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, according  to  the  directions  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  and  may  estab- 
lish, and  shall  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  twelve 
dollars;  but  the  payment  of  four  dollars  thereof 
shall  be  deferred  uniill  he  shall  have  joined  the 
Army :  And  each  commissioned  officer  who  shall 
be  employed  in  the  recruiting  service,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive,  for  each  such  non-i:ommissioned 
oflScer,  and  private,  and  artificer,  and  for  each  auf- 
fieient  masician,  duly  enlisted  and  mustered,  the 
sum  of  two  doluirs,  the  same  being  in  Aill  com- 
pensation for  his  extra  expenses  in  the  execution 
of  this  service. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  furOier  enacted,  That  when 
any  officer  shall  be  detached  from  a  regiment,  to 
serve  as  an  aid  to  a  general  officer,  or  as  assistant 
or  other  inspector,  or  as  an  assistant  to  the  quar- 
termaster general,  by  whatsoever  name,  or  as  an 
assistant  to  the  adjutant  general,  by  whatsoever 
name,  the  place  of  such  officer  in  nis  regiment 
shall  be  supplied  by  promotion  or  new  appoint- 
ment, or  both,  as  may  be  requisite ;  but  the  officer 
detached  shall  nevertheless  retain  bis  station  in 
his  regiment,  and  shall  rank  and  rise  therein,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  not  been  detached. 

Sec«  7.  And  be  it  Jvrlher  enacted,  That  no 
officer  shall  he  appointed  as  the  inspector  of  a  di- 
vision, who,  when  appointed,  shall  be  (tf  a  rank 
higher  than  that  of  major,  or  as  the  inspector  of  n 
brigade,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  he  of  a  rank 
higher  than  that  of  captain,  ores  the  aid  of  a  ma- 
jor general,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  he  of  a 
rank  higher  than  that  of  captain,  or  as  the  aid  of 
a  brigadier  general,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  be 
of  a  rank  higher  than  that  of  first  lieutenant,  or  as 
thequartermaster  of  a  division,  who,  when  appoint- 
ed,  snail  be  of  a  rank  higher  than  that  of  captun, 
or  as  the  quartermaster  of  a  brigade,  who,  when 
appointed,  shall  he  of  a  rank  higher  than  that  of 
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first  lieutenant,  or  as  an  asustftnt  to  the  adjntant 
general,  who,  when  appointed,  shall  be  of  a  rank 
higher  than  tiiat  of  capuin. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the 
ordinary  arrangement  of  the  army,  two  regiments 
of  infantry  or  cavalry  shall  constitute  a  brigade, 
and  shall  be  commanded  by  a  brigadier  general ; 
two  brigades,  a  division,  and  shall  he  commanded 
by  a  major  general.  Provided  always,  that  it 
snail  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, to  rary  this  disposition,  wbeoerer  he  shall 
judee  it  proper  ;  and  provided  also,  that  this  act 
shaD  not  render  it  necessary  to  appoint  any  great- 
erniunberof  general  officers  than  have  been  here- 
tofore anthorized  by  law,  sooner  than  in  the  opi- 
nion of  tiie  President,  the  military  soriee  of  ue 
United  States  shall  require  11 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  a  com- 
mander of  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  style  of  "  Gen- 
eral of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
present  office  and  title  of  lieutenant  general  shall 
thereafter  be  abolished. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  a  quariermaster  general  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
rank,  pay,  emoluments  and  privities  of  a  major 
general. 

Sec.  11.  Andbeit further  enacted,  Thatitshall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
at  hia  discretion,  to  organize,  officer,  and  raise  a 
fanttaltott  of  riflemen,  to  consist  of  the  same  number 
of  fAcera  and  men,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay  and  emoluments,  whatsoever,  as  a  battalion  of 
innntry  of  the  line. 

Sic.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to 
any  army  of  the  United  States,  other  than  that  in 
which  the  quartermaster  general  shall  serve,  there 
shall  be  a  field  o&cer,  and  who,  in  addition  to  his 
other  emoluments,  shall  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars 
per  moDtb,  which  shall  be  in  full  compensation 
for  bis  extra  services  and  trarelliog  expenses ;  but 
the  provisions  of  this  act  are  not  to  af!ect  the  pre- 
sent quartermaster  general  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  who,  m  case  a  quartermaster  gen- 
eral stull  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  is  to 
act  as  deputy  quartermaster  general,  and  shall 
htteafter  nave  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel ;  and 
that  to  every  division  of  an  army,  there  shall  be 
a  divinon  quartermaster,  who,  in  addition  to  hb 
other  emoioments,  ^11  be  entitled  to  thirty  dol- 
lars pet  month,  which  shall  be  in  f  oJl  compensation 
for  bis  extra  services  and  travelling  expenses ;  and 
that  to  every  brigade  there  shall  be  a  brigade  quar- 
termaster, who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emolu- 
ments, shall  be  entitled  to  twenty-four  dollars  per 
month,  which  shall  be  in  full  compensation  for 
bis  extra  services  and  traveltiog  expenses ;  each  of 
which  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  the  quartermaster 
general,  from  among  the  regimental  officers. 

Sac.  13.  And  be  it fmiher enacted,  ThM-Xosny 
army  of  the  United  States,  other  Uian  thatin  whicn 
the  inspector  general  shall  serve,  rbere  shall  be  a 
d^ty  inniector  general,  who  shall  be  a  field  offi- 
cer, and  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emoluments, 
•hall  be  entiUed  to  fifty  dollars  per  month,  which 


shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  his  extra  services 
and  travelling  expenses;  and  that  to  every  divi- 
sion  of  an  army  there  shall  be  a  division  inspector, 
who,  in  addition  to  bis  other  emoluments,  shall  be 
entitled  to  thirty  dollars  per  month,  which  shall 
be  in  full  compentfatioa  for  his  extra  services  and 
travelling  expenses;  and  that  to  every  brigade 
there  shall  be  a  brigade  inspector,  who.  in  additin 
to  his  other  emoluments,  shall  be  entitled  to  twen- 
ty-four dollars  per  mooth,  which  shall  be  in  foil 
compensation  for  his  extra  services  and  travelliof 
expenses :  each  of  which  officers  shall  be  chosea 
by  the  inspector  general  from  among  the  regiawn- 
tal  officers — the  deputy  inspector  general  to  be  ia 
every  case  approved  by  the  general  commanding 
the  army  to  which  he  shall  be  annexed. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
adjutant  general  of  the  army  shall  b^  ex  <^cio,  a- 
sbtuit  inspector  general,  and  that  every  depotf 
inspector  general  shall  b^  er  officio,  deputy  adjo- 
taol  general,  and  shall  perform  the  duties  of  adju- 
tant general  in  the  army  to  which  he  shall  be  an- 
nexed. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
^ymaster  general  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  shall  always  quarter  at  or  near  the  head- 
quarters of  the  main  army,  or  at  such  place  as  the 
commander-in-chief  shall  deem  proper;  and  that 
to  the  army  on  the  western  frontiers  and  to  de- 
tachments from  the  main  army  intended  to  act 
separately  for  a  time,  he  shall  appoint  deputy  pay- 
masters, who  shall  account  to  nim  for  the  money 
advanced  to  them,  and  shall  each  give  a  bond  in 
the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  with  sufficient 
sureties  for  the  faithful  discha^e  of  their  dotk^ 
respectively^  and  take  an  oath  faithfolly  to  execute 
the  duties  of  their  offices ;  and  the  several  regimen- 
tal paymasters  shall  also  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dcdlars  with  one  or  more  snfficiest 
sureties,  and  take  an  oaih  as  aforesaid  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  offices  re- 
spectively; and  that  the  paymaster  geneial  shall 
receive  eighty  dollars  per  month,  with  the  ration 
and  forage  or  a  major,  in  full  compensation  for  bit 
services  and  travelling  expenses;  and  the  deputy, 
in  addition  to  his  pay  and  other  emoluments,  thir- 
ty dollars  per  mooth,  in  full  compensation  for  his 
extra  services  and  travelling  expenses. 

Sbc.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
major  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  StatM 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  aids,  to  be  chosea  by  binh 
self,  each  of  whom,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  other 
emoluments  in  his  regiment,  shall  receive  tweaty* 
four  dollars  per  month,  and  ten  dollars  per  month 
for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  aforesaid;  an' 
that  every  brigadier  general  of  the  said  annyshsU 
be  entitl«i  to  one  aid,  lo  be  chosen  by  himself,  wha 
in  addition  to  his  pay  and  other  emolumenii  in 
his  r^ment,  shall  receive  twenty-four  dollars  pel 
month,  and  ten  dollars  per  month  for  fnage  wha 
not  furnished  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  W 
engage  and  appoint^  distinct  from  the  ofliceis  of 
the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  two  c■|^ 
necrs,  with  the  rank  of  lieutetumt  colonel,  nod  w 
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stipulate  and  allow  to  them  respectively,  sach 
compeasatioDs  as  he  shall  fiod  neeessaTy  and  ex- 
pedient. 

Sec.  18.  And  beit further  enacted,  That  an  ia- 
spector  of  fortificatioas  shall  be  appoiated,  whose 
duti^  shall  be  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  compensation  to  foe  allowed  to 
the  said  iospector,  if  selected  from  the  corps 
of  artilleiists  and  engineers,  in  full  for  bis  extra 
services  and  travelling  expenses,  shall,  besides  his 
par  and  emolaments  in  the  corns,  he  thirty-five 
dollars  per  mon  th,  and  if  he  shall  not  be. an  officer 
in  the  artillery  or  army,  he  shall,  in  full  coiDpen- 
sation  for  his  services  and  expenses,  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  monthly,  and  be 
entitled  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  case  the  said  inspector  shall 
be  chosen  from  the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engi- 
neers or  army  of  the  United  States,  his  place  there- 
in shall  be  supplied  by  promotion  or  a  new  appoint- 
ment or  both,  as  may  oe  requisite;  but  be  shall, 
nevertheless,  retain  his  station  in  the  said  corps  or 
army,  and  shall  rank  and  rise  therein,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  he  had  never  been' appointed  to  the 
said  office  of  in.spector. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  ra- 
tion of  provisions,  shaU  henceforth  consist  of  eight- 
teen  ounces  of  bread  or  flont;^  or  when  neither  can 
be  obtained,  of  one  quart  of  rice  or  one  and  an  half 
pound  of  sifted  or  bolted  Indian  meal,  one  pound 
and  a  quarter  of  fresh  beef,  or  one  pound  of  salted 
beef,  or  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  salted  pork, 
and  when  fresh  meat  is  issued,  salt  at  the  rate  of 
two  quarts  for  every  hundred  rations,  soap  at  the 
rate  of  four  pounds,  and  candles  at  toe  rate  of  a 
pound  and  a  Italf  for  every  hundred  rations.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  there  shall  be  no  diminution  of 
the  ration  to  which  any  of  the  troops  now  in  ser- 
vice may  be  entitled  by  the  terms  of  their  enlist- 
ment. 

Sec.  20,  Aridbeit  further  enacted,  ThzX  evcTy 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  artificer,  and 
iDDsiciau  of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  shall  receive 
atunally,  the  following  articles  of  uniform  cloth- 
iOjE,  to  wit:  one  hat,  one  coat,  one  vest,  two  pair 
01  woollen  and  two  [Mir  of  linen  overalls',  four  pair 
of  shoes,  four  shirts  four  pair  of  socks,  one  blan- 
ket, one  stock  and  clasp,  and  one  {nir  of  buckles. 

oEa  21.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbat  suit- 
able clothing  be  provided  for  the  dragoons,  adapt- 
ed to  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  conformed  as 
near  as  may  be  to  the  value  of  the  clothing  allow- 
ed to  the  infantry  and  artillery. 

Sec.  22.  Andbeii  further  enacted, 'Y\i^l  \Ks\iv\\ 
be  lawful  for  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army, 
or  the  commanding  officer  of  any  separate  detach- 
ment or  garrison  thereof,  at  his  discretion,  to  cause 
to  be  issued,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  troops  un- 
der his  command,  out  of  such  supplies  as  shall  have 
been  provided  for  the  purpose,  rum,  whiskey,  or 


other  ardent  spirits,  in  quantities  not  exceeding 
half  a  gill  to  each  man  per  day,  excepting  in  cases 
of  fatigue  service,  or  other  extraordinary  occasions, 
and  that  whensoever  supplies  thereof  shall  be  on 
hand,  there  shall  be  issued  to  the  troops  vinegar 
at  the  rate  of  two  quarts  for  every  hundred  rations. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  each 
regiment,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  to  cause 
the  coats,  vests,  and  overalls,  or  breeches,  which 
may.  from  time  to  time,  be  issued  to  and  for  his 
regiment,  to  be  ^tered  and  new  made,  so  as  the 
better  to  fit  them  to  the  persons  respectively  for 
whose  use  they  shall  be  delivered ;  and  for  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  such  alieratiou,  to  cause  to  be 
deducted  and  applied  out  of  the  |Miy  of  such  per- 
sons a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
cents  for  each  coat,  eieht  cents  for  each  vest  and 
for  each  pair  of  overalls  or  breeches. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  cause 
to  be  provided,  in  each  and  every  year,  all  cloth- 
ing, camp  utensils,  and  equipage,  medicines,  and 
hospital  stores,  necessary  for  the  troo|)sand  armies 
of  the  United  States  for  the  succeeding  year,  and 
for  this  purpose  to  make  purchases,  and  enter,  or 
cause  to  be  entered  into,  all  necessary  contracts  or 
obligations  for  effecting  the  same. 

Sec.  25.  4«d  be  it  further  enact&i,  That  when- 
ever any  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  discharged  from 
the  service,  except  by  way  of  ptuisbment  for  an 
offence,  he  shall  be  allowed  fav>  pay  and  rations,  or 
an  equivalent  in  money,  for  such  term  of  time  as 
shall  be  sufficient  to  travel  from  the  place  where 
he  receives  his  discharge  to  the  place  of  his  resi- 
dence, computing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  to 
a  day. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  inspector  general,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  allowance  as  major  general,  and  in 
full  compensation  for  extra  services  and  expenses 
in  the  execution  of  his  office,  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  that  be  shall  be  allowed  a 
secretary,  to  be  appointed  by  himself,  with  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  captain. 

Approved,  March  3,  1799. 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gress  assembled,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represei%- 
tives  he  authorized  and  directed  to  subscribe,  on 
such  terms  as  they  may  deem  eligible,  for  the  use 
nf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  for 
four  hundred  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Gooeress. 
which  are  proposed  to  be  published  bv  Richard 
Folwell;  and  such  number  of  copies  oi  deficient 
volumes  of  the  sets  now  in  print,  as  may  he  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  same. 

Approved,  March  2, 1799. 
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paved  617 
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Bloun^  William,  of  Tennene^  w  mudi  of  Uie 
Messag*  erf  llie  IVerid«il  u  lelates  to  a  ccr- 
tun  )«Uer  alleged  to  be  written  by  William 
Blount,  reAn«d  to  a  select  committee      -  34 
raport  of  the  comnuttee — Mr.  Btouot  ordered 

to  attend  the  Senate  immediately  _  -  36 

a  further  report  of  the  committee  -  '  -  37 
ia  allowed  ulvice  and  assistance  of  counsel  -  38 
coiuideiatton  oS  the  report  of  the  committee  -  38 
•  meerage  from  the  Bouae  impeaching  him 

for  h^  Crimea  and  miademeenon  -  39 
enters  into  bond,  &c ,  to  answer  the  diargea 

■11^^  againathim  -  -  -  40 
the  report  farther  cimsidered  -  -  41 
motion  to  postpone  further  eonnderation  to 

next  session  negatiTed    -         -         -  41 
report  of  the  committee,  and  a  resolution  ex- 
peliing  Mr.  Blount  from  his  seat  in  lite 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  adopted      -  44 
order  for  entering  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate  his  UaVan  to  appear  agreeably  to  hia 
recognixance      -         •         -  45 
Biadfiird.  William*  of  Rhode  Island,  elected  Preai- 
iuaXpro  tempore- 

SltiOITD  SBSSIOir. 

Balances  due  by  individual  Statea.    (See  Accounts.) 
Ball,  Joaeph,  and  other*,  prtitioD  oS,  laid  on  the 

table      -         -         -         -         -  fil7 
committed .....  623 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  Inll  for  the  punish- 
ment of  frauds  on  the,  introdnced           .  673 
committed  -         .         ■         .         .  875 
reported    .....  578 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   ...  585 
passed      .....  586 
Blount,  William,  of  Tennessee,  a  message  from  the 
House  widi  the  articles  in  maintenance  of 
the  impeachment          -  498 
motion  for  appMQting  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  meaanras  necessaiy  to  he  adopted  in 
relation  to  said  articles    ...  S06 
committee  appointed         -                   -  510 
a  partial  report  made  and  raoommitted       -  SI  I 
another  report       ....  612 
considered           ....  fii3 
adt^ited     -         .         -         .         -  614 
the  Secretary  directed  to  issue  writ  of  sum- 
mons   -         .         -          -         -  614 
committee  of  conference  appointed  in  relation 

to  the  proceedings  in  the  case     -         -  637 
report  of  theCmnmittee     ...  540 
Brown,  Obadiah,  bill  for  his  reUe^  reod-rad      -  647 
committed  .....  648 
reported     .....  651 
passed      -  552 
Biyan,  Col.  Nathan,  of  South  Carolina,  resolu- 
tion for  attending  his  fuoeral       -          -  671 

THian  SKssioir. 
Bail,  a  hill  providing  for  the  aaetirily  o(  in  certain 

caaea,  reported   ...  .3216 

committed  3S17 

rqKKtad  with^mendments  -  .  SS8S 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  9S28 
pisaed      .....  »sg 
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Balances  due  hy  individual  States  '  (See  J^counta. ) 
Baskerville,  William,  petition  of,  praying  interpo- 
sition of  Congre'S  in  his  behalf  against  cer- 
tain proceedings  against  him  for  a  violation 
of  the  stamp  act,  committed  -  23S0 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware  bis  argument  on  the 
part  of  the  House  in  the  case  of  William 
Blonnt  .....  2M9 
Bell,  William,  deposition  o(  in  the  eaae  of  WiU 

liam  Blount      -  SS71 
Blount,  William,  of  Tennessee,  return  of  the  writ 

ef  summons      ....  2190 
the  Secretary  directed  to  notiJy  the  House  of 

the  return  of  the  summons         -         -  2194 
roles  for  conducting  the  trial  reported  and  a 

Court  of  Impeachment  formed     -  -2196 
further  report  on  the  rules  for  conducting  the 

trial  .  .  .  -  .  S197 
cMnmenconent  of  the  trial  -  -  -  2S45 
plea  of  the  defendant  .  .  '  .  SU7 
replication  and  rejtdnder  ...  2MS 
argamentiontliepartof  the  proaeeution  3249,  2S94 
on  the  part  of  the  defence  -  -  2262,  2278 
resolution  respecting  bis  impeachability  nega- 
tived  SStS 

dedsioD  of  the  court,  dismissiDg  the  impeach- 
ment    .....  23ig 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct 

the  impeachment  ...  2819 

depontiona  and  other  documents  in  relation  to 
the  case  -         .         -         ■  2324  to  8416 
Bo<^  petitioD  of  the  Baltimore  Library  Company 
praying  exemption  from  the  duties  charge- 
able on  books,  laid  on  the  table   -         -  3908 
Brown,  John,  and  other  merchants,  petition  0% 
praying  to  be  enabled,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, to  prosecute  their  claims  for  proper- 
ty destroyed  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  State   -         -  3209 
Buxtm,  Dr.  Cbarka,  bis  deposition  in  the  cms  of 

William  Blount  -  2S79 

C. 

rrsaT  ataaioK. 

Chaplain  appmnted      -         -         .         -  10 
Congress,  conference  asked  by  the  3>ase  on  the  act 
of  the  last  seedoa  for  altering  the  time  of 
meeting  of        .         •         -         -  S7 
the  Senate  decline  the  conference    -  28 
a  bill  to  ascertain  the  time  for  tiie  next  meet- 
ing of,  introduced         -         -  87, 28 
ordered  to  the  third  reading           -         -  29 
passed      -         ...         .  .81 
amendment  of  the  House  concurred  in  32 
Coufulaand  Vice  Consula,  a  InUoonceiningthem 

reported  and  passed       •         '         -  88 
Cutts,  Samuel,  and  other  merchants,  petiticKi  of, 
praying  compensation  for  spoliatbns  com- 
mitted on  their  pn^wrty  by  foreign  armed 
vessels,  laid  on  the  table  -         -         -  17 

SXCOirO  BESSIOV. 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.    See  {R^ugua.) 

Cannon,  arms,  dec.,  a  Ull  to  en^le  the  President 

to  procure  cannon,  anna,  dte.,  received   •  648 

reported  649 

pasaed  -  .661 
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Canniebael,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  repreMntalivee     received  - 
rqxHled    -         -         -         -  - 
pawed  -         -         -  - 

a  bill  appiopriating  money  for  a  balance  due 

the  hein  o^  received  - 
committed  •       .  • 
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484 
485 

539 
680 
U4 


Camu,  a  bill  providiiig  for  die  emiiiMTatioa  of 
the  inhabitantB  of  the  United  Statea  re- 
ceived   -----  688 
committed  -----  591 
reported  and  postponed  to  next  aeerion 
Chaplwn  appointed  - 

Charleaton,  South  Cartriina,  memorial  from  sun- 
dry merchants  of,  complaining  of  the  in- 
jutioUB  operation  of  the  revenue  laws,  laid 
(m  the  table 

Cluma,  a  bill  for  limiting  the  lime  within  whidi 
elauna  agahiat  the  United  States  for  oedita 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  he  pre- 

aented  for  allowance,  received 
reported  .  -  -  _ 

ptuaed  with  amendments  - 
Clark,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  <^  recrtved  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
negatived  -         -         -         -  - 
Cleric  of  the  House,  office  of,  a  tnll  allowing  addi- 
tional compeoaation  to  the  jnindpal  and 
engroesiog  clerks  in,  rec<nTCd 
passed  with  amendments  - 
Olarkst  a  bill  to  revive  and  coQiinae  the  act  re- 
specting the  compensation  ol,  received 


610 
471 


-  480 


620 
522 
698 
496 
623 
534 


616 
617 


-  627 

committed  -         -         -         .         .  528 

633 
534 


549 
665 


-  574 


amaodments  reported  .  -  _ 
lull  poased  -  -  -  -  - 
amendments  diaagreed  to  by  the  House  and 

insisted  on  by  ^  Senate 
the  Senate  recede  -         -         -  - 
Collectors,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
aatiim  of  officers  employed  in  coUerttng 
the  internal  revenue  and  to  insure  the  set- 
tlement ofthdraocounta,  recetred 
committed  -         -         -  576 

reported  -         -         -         -  601 

paased  with  amendments    -  603 
amendments  concurred  in  -         -      604,  606 
Commerce,  committee  a[^inted  on  so  much  of 
the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to  meas- 
ures necessary  for  the  protection  and  secu- 
rity ofj  - 

a  Inll  for  the  Biore  eflbetnal  protection  of  the 
eoomtnee  and  coasts  of  die  United  States 
reported  •         -         -         -  • 
passed      -         .         -         .  . 
a  bill  in  addition  to  said  act  reported 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
passed  ----- 
amended  by  the  House      -         -  - 
amendments  refened  to  commlltee  - 
eoQcumd  in         -         -         -  - 
a'tnll  fiutber  to  protect  the  eommeKe  of  die 

United  8taMa»  received  • 
reported    .         -         -         -  - 
pained  ----- 
rnminissiiiiinrn  of  the  Smkii^  Fund,  ttpoH  of 

die  476 


476 


659 

663 
680 
581 
682 
588 
589 
1^0 

697 
600 
601 


Congress,  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
amending  the  law  of  179^  respecting  the 
convening  of  Congress  in  ease  of  eontap- 
ous  sickness      -         -         -         -  476 
report  laid  on  the  table      -         -         -  471 
motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  proprie^  of  altering  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  ol^  agreed  to  and  a 
committee  qipnnted      -         •         -  S74 
committee  of  confisrence  appointed   -         •  STI 
their  report  -  -  -  -  Mil 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual 

meeting  of,  introduced  and  committed     -  OOt 
reported  and  paased  -         -         -  Wt 

rejected  by  the  House        -  -          -  608 

another  bill  introduced  -  -  •  tlS 
third  reading  negatived       -  -         •  114 

Connecticut,  petition  from  the  loan  officer  of  tlui 
State,  praying  payment  ofhis  accoonts  for 
extra  clerk  hu«,  referred  tn  the  Secretaty 
(tfdieTrwuHuy.  (Vte  Imk^  WiUiami.) 
motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  con- 
aider  the  subject  of  accepting  a  oesnon  of 
territoiy  from  this  State,  laid  over  -  466 
committed  -         -  -         -  487 

report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table     -  50t 
postponed  to  the  next  aesajn        -         -  118 
Constitution,  motion  for  proposing  certain  artidea 

of  ammdment    -         -  -         -  491 

conHderati<mof  the  motion  pos^>oned  -  4M 
motion  for  prmxi^ng  an  amend  roant  in  lela* 
don  to  qualifications  for  the  offices  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  laid  over  -  I8t 
Conaala,  a  Inll  making  an  appropriation  for  the  ta- 
payroent  of  moneya  advanced  by  tfae  cm- 
sula  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases, 
received  -         -  -  686 

passed      -  -         -         -  6M 

Contested  elections,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 
tidung  evidence  in  casea  o^  and  to  eon^ 
attendance  of  witnessei^  recaved  •         -  tt6 
committed  -         -  -  481 

passed  with  amendments    -         -  -487 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  define  the  aime  of 
treason,  and  to  define  and  punish  the  crime 
of  sedition         -         -         -         -  689 
bill  reponed         -         -         -         •  M8 
committed  -         -         -         -  6tl 

reported  -----  686 
passed  -         -  -  M8 

amended  by  the  House  -  -  -687 
amendment  concurred  in  -  -608 

Crowell,  Sylvanna^  bill  for  his  rdi^  neaved    -  610 
reported    -         -         -         -         -  6** 


THIBB  SBSSIOS. 

Carey,  James,  examination  of,  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount      -         -         -         -  M8' 
his  depositions      -  -  2384,2888 

Census,  a  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 

inhaUtanta  of  the  United  Statea,  nceived  SM 
reported  with  amendmeiits  -  -  •  2801 
puaed       -  -  -  iMt 

amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Home  aad 

adhered  to  by  die  Senate  -  -  •  ^ 
House  adhero  to  die  diaagnemoit  -  - 


Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX. 


Senate  Prwxedu^. 


Page. 

ChajduiUi  rewilation  for  uppnotrng  two,  of  di£br- 

•Dtdenoiniiiatioiii         -         .         -  3191 
i^Mrinted  -         ...         -  S191 
ClaA,  Eiykh,  bis  depoKtioD  in  Biomn^u  esse     -  2418 
Clntkit  a  bill  to  ragnlate  and  fix  tha  eompamtion 

of,  recdved        ....  22S6 
reported  and  mdarad  to  the  third  reading     -  3333 
paaaed      .....  33S5 
ColIectorB,  a  bill  to  ettablidt  the  compensation  of 
officera  employed  in  coHecting  the  dntiea  on 
importa  atid  toiuii«^  raoaind    •        •  SMI 

itported  *  SSS7 

pMaed  wiA  UDeodiDanta    ...  8S83 
ComDMKe^  oommillae  iDatnietod  to  inqnira  what 
amendments  are  neoaaaary  to  tfia  act  hi  ad- 
dition to  the  act  ibr  the  mm  eSactual  pro- 
tection of         -         .         -  -3319 
biD  reported         ....  2826 
parsed       .....  3331 
(See  French  dtizeiu.) 
CoDgnm,  a  bill  to  att«:  the  time  itHT  the  next  meet. 

mg  oi;  repented  ...         .  2241 
puaed      .....  2348 
Connecticut  a  bill  to  auttwriie  flu  aeeaptance  of  a 
eeamm  from  thia  State  of  the  territcRj  call- 
ed the  Wertem  Reaem  -         .         -  2199 

r^fwrted   3303 

recommitted  ....  3319 
reported  .....  3321 
amendmentB  agreed  to,  enil  the  bill  ordered  to 

the  tiM  reading  ....  8337 
paaied       .....  3230 
ConatitDtion,  leaoluticMi  directing  the  Secretary  to 
have  a  nnmber  of  eopiea,  together  with  the 
•mendnMnte,  bound  for  the  uae  of  the  Se- 
nate  3S08 

•greed  to    •         .         -         .         .  S803 
Court  of  Impeachment  formed    .         -  .2196 
reaolation  for  diqiensing  with  the  ayes  and 
noes  on  qoastbos  of  adjonmmeot,  or  of 
granting  further  time  to  the  paitiea         -  8199 
pfOceeduigB  of  the  coort     .  .S34fito8819 
{BMBhunt,  Wiitiam.) 
Crimea  against  the  Uuted  Stales,  a  bill  for  the 
at  of  certain,  themn  speci- 

.  ssos 

ofdeifld  to  the  reading  ...  S80B 
puaed  SS06 

D. 

TIBIT  stsiioir. 

Dallas  A.  J.,  one  of  the  counsel  for  Wm.  Blount  38 
JhyUm,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker 

of  the  House     >         .  .         -  9 

Dntiea,  a  IhU  laying  duties  on  heenses  fat  Om  sale 
of  wines  and  fore^^  distilled  qririb^  re- 
ceived .  .  .  -  39 
committed  .  -  •  .  -  80 
amendments  reported  -  -  'S3 
ordered  to  the  ttiird  reading  ■  -  -  35 
passed  -  -  .  .36 
a  bill  laying  duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parch' 

ment,  Ac.,  received      -         -  38 
passed  .  .36 

a  hill  laying  additional  dntiea  on  aalt  im- 
ported^ reenved  and  passed  37 


Page. 

SBCoirs  SHStea. 
Debtorsi  a  bill  for  the  relief  id  peraous  imfMisoned 

for  ddria  dne  the  United  States  received  -  666 
committed  -  667 
reported  -  669 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  670 
paoeed        -  -  .  .  -  671 

a  bill  ffupplemeotary  to  the  above,  received  -  666 
paaaed       -  -  -  -  -  671 

De  Grasse,  Count,  a  IhII  anthoriting  the  payment 
of  certain  sums  of  money  to  the  daughters 
of  die  late,  received       ...  488 

passed  486 

Dfaeet  tax.    (See  Tatet.) 

Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant  a  IhII  for  allowing  ad- 

d^titmal  eompensadon  to^  r^Mntod         -  481 
passed      .         .         -         .       483,  616 
a  resolution  investing  the  Doorkeeper  with  the 
authority  of  Sergeant-at-irms      -         -  497 
Duties,  a  bill  to  postpone,  for  a  hmited  time^  the 
commencement  of  the  duties  on  stamped 
vdlum,  paicliment,  &&,  received  .  477 

paaaed  -  -         -  479 

a  Ull  to  amend  tlie  aeveral  acts  laying  dn- 
ties  on  spirita  distilled  in  the  United  States 
and  on  rtitis,  recdived  -  .  -  483 
reported  -  -  .  .  .  490 
oidered  to  the  third  reading  ...  491 
passed  vrith  amendment  -  493 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  and 

adhered  to  by  Ute  Senate  -  498 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  laying  duties  on  atamp> 
ed  vellum,  dee.,  received  -  -  SIS 

rejected  618 

a  bill  to  amend  said  act  received  -  -  618 
reported  .....  621 
passed  with  amendment  ...  6SS 
a  Ull  inrther  to  amend  said  act  received  •  618 
committed  -  -  816 

further  consideration  postponed  to  next  sesaiou  616 
a  bill  to  tontinue,  for  a  limited  time,  part  of 
the  act  making  further  [wovisicHi  for  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  itneisn  and  dmnestie  dis- 
UQad  wfiritM  and  on  stilla^  vrine^  and  tea% 
received  -         -         -         -         -  637 
committed  .....  S88 
rqporled     .....  S80 

pMaed  688 

a  bill  to  suspend,  for  a  further  time,  the  du- 
ties on  tbe  manu&cture  of  muff  in  the  Uni- 
ted  Statea,  and  00  drawbacks  on  Aa  expMt- 
ation  tludmtf,  received     ...  608 
paaaad  613 

TBrnn  siasioji. 

Dallas,  A.  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  his  argument  in 

tha  ease  of  William  Blount        .        .  3363 
Davy,  William,  his  d^Kjaition  in  the  case  of  Wil* 

Uam  Blonnt      ....  S866 
Diatilkra,  a  bill  reapeetm^  reerived  .  3387 

committed  -  8388 

passed   2840 

Docks,  a  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  of,  re- 
ceived   -         -         .         .         .  2818 
reported    .....  3333 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  3333 

passed       -         .         .         _         .  2386 
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DooAeepv,  Asdetaot,  apptUDted 
Dutieia  a  lall  to  dler  the  stamp  datus  on  fyieiga 
UUi  of  exchange  and  trills  of  lading  impoaed 
by  the  act  laying  dutiea  on  stamped  yellam, 
&c.,  received  - 
committed  -         •         -         .  • 
reported     -         -         -  - 


Page. 
8190 


221 
S213 


-  2229 


a  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  daties 

on  imports  and  tonnage,  received 
committed  -         -         -         -  - 
reported     -         .         -         -  - 
recommitted  .         _         .  . 

reported  wifti  amendments  • 


2216 
221 
2218 
S2IS 
2220 
2321 

lyVrajo,  Chevalier,  a  letter  from,  to  the  chairman 
oif  the  committee  on  the  impeachment  of 
William  Blonnt  -         -         -         -  S414 

E. 

riHffT  SESSfOH. 

Emba^oee,  bill  aathoiiung  the  Preadent  to  lay, 

rc^nlate,  and  revoke  embargoea,  introduced  627 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  26 

rejected     -         -         -         -         -  30 

Enndled  Uila,  a  joint  committee  on,  appointed  - 

BICOSn  BESBIOK. 

Edgar,  John,  and  others,  petition  of,  praying  per* 
mission  to  lay  out  certain  donation  lands 
on  the  waters  of  Kaskaskia  creek,  present- 
ed and  committed         -         -         -  504 
r^<vtedon,  -         -         -  916 

leport  ^reeid  to     -  -         -  617 

Embaigo,  resolution  relative  to  the  erpediencj  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  veaaeU  of  the  V. 
States,  other  than  tboee  empli^ed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fidieries,  negatived     -  681 

Enrolled  bills,  a  joint  committee  on,  appointed   -  478 

BxecatiTe  Department,  motion  for  instituting  a 
separate  Gxecnlive  Department  for  the 
superintendence  of  the  naval  af&irs  of  the 
United  States.    (See  Neny  Depart meni- ) 

Executive  aeanon  called  -         -         -  620 

THISD  BB8810V. 

Baton,  Captain,  his  depositiun  b  the  case  of  Wil* 

tiam  Blount      -  2403 
Encutive  salaries,  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  sala- 
ries (rf*  certain  executive  officers,  reported  -  2226 
amendments  reported        -  2228 
UU  (vdered  to  the  third  reading      -         -  2229 

P. 

BICO^D  BBSeiOK. 

Folwell)  Richard,  resolution  for  subscribing  for  a 
number  of  ctqaea  c€  hia  edition  <^  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress           _         _         _  613 
Foidgn  coins,  a  Mil  for  auspendiiv  for  a  limited 
time  the  fleeond  seedm  of  the  act  for  regn* 
laliog  fbr^n  ocnns,  received      -         -  479 
reported  with  amendnients  -         -         -  481 
recommitted         -         .         -         .  494 
reported              -         -         -         -  486 
report  agreed  to     -          -          -          -  486 
tnll  ord^ed  to  the  third  reading      -         -  468 
passed  with  amendments    -  499 


Foreign  Inteicourae,  a  till  i»ovidiag  the  means  <tf 
intercourse  with  (br^gn  natioiu^  received ' 
committed  -         _         _  . 

reported 

ordered  to  ihe  1hi>d  reading 


Foundries,  a  bill  reported  to  enable  the  Preatdent 
to  purchase  or  lease  one  or  more  foundrjsa 

ordered  to  the  third  rea£ng 

amended  and  passed  ■  -  -  . 
Frar  ce,  a  bill  to  siHpeDd  commerdal  intercourse 
with  France  and  the  dependrac)es\hereof, 
received  ■         -        .         -  . 

committed  -         -         .         -  - 

reported  -  -  - 

amended  aod  passed  - 

amendment  concurred  in  - 

a  resolut'on  authorizing  the  printing  and  dis- 
tribution of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of 
the  inatructions  to,  and  despatcfaei  from, 
the  American  Envoys  at  Paris 

concurred  in  •         •  -  - 

a  bill  declaring  the  treaties  between  France 
and  Ihe  United  States  void 

constdered  -         -         -  - 


P^e. 

6ie 

617 
Sl« 
HI 

5tl 

52fi 
626 
526 


570 
671 
57J 
S7S 
576 


688 
684 


-  6B7 


amendments  of  the  House  concurred  in 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  soq)end  coouDerdal 

intercourse  with,  introduced 
reported  - 


comnutlee  of  conference  appointed  on  the 

amendmmt  td  the  Hooaa 
report  of  the  committee  - 
Frank,  John,  a  bill  for  his  rriie^  raoeivad 

committed  -  -  .  .  . 
reported  and  passed  -         -  - 

Franking  privilege,  a  bill  grantiiig  the  firanking 
privilege  to  the  Attorney  General  and  to  the 
officer  conmunding  the  United  States 
troops,  received  -         -         -  - 
committed  -         -         -  - 

re^rted  ..... 
rejected  ..... 
a  toll  granting  the  fruikiDg  piivil^e  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ihtroduced 


609 

616 
616 
617 

StS 
619 
485 
486 
467 


606 
607 
511 
612 

68S 
684 


604 

-  606 

-  606 

noQ-coaeurred  in  by  the  House      -  -  61S 

French  passengers,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of 
French  passengers  and  other  persona  arrir- 
ii^inthe  United  States  fimn  fixeign coun- 
tries, reported    •        -        -         -  598 

-  5M 

THISD  SBanoiT. 
France,  a  bUl  further  to  soqiend  commercial  inter- 
course  with  France  and  her  dqpeadeiide^ 
received  and  eomniittod  -  2207 
amendments  reported        -  2210 
motions  for  expunging  the  4th  and  6th  sec- 
tions negatived  -  2212 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         -  2313 

2214 


Frauds.    (See  Bank  of  the  Umted  Stutet.^ 
French  armed  shipB,  a  bill  for  encouraging  the 
capture  oS,  reported  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 
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Page, 

Franklin,  John,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 

lism  Blount      ....  3380 

Fraoeh  dUzenB,  a  bill  concerning  Fiench  citiwiu 
ciptand  and  tmn^ht  into  th«  U.  States  - 
paMcd  SS81 

0. 

riBiT  asHioif. 
Ontt  Britaio,  a  InII  for  the  mfxnntiDer.t  of  agents 
in  relation  to  the  6th  article  of  the  Ttealy 
with*  receiTed  and  eommittad     -         -  M 
reported  with  amendmeiitB  -  -         -  26 

ordered  to  the  ttiird  nading  -  -37 

ptned      .         -         ■         -         -  39 

•■com  Bianoii. 
GtUeys,  a  bill  autboriang  die  President  to  purehase 
•  number  of  sniail  ▼essris  to  be  equipped  as 
galleys,  reported  ...         -  MS 
ndeied  to  the  third  reading  -         -  H9 

P«ed  SOO 

Georgia,  a  remonstrance  from  the  Legislature  in 
relation  to  the  act  regulating  trade  with  tbe 
Indian  tribes  and  cMtaiD  Indian  treaties, 
laid  over  -  476 

committed  ....  490 

reported  on  ....  1533 

OovMiuoent  offioen^  motion  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  conaider  what  addition  oi^ht  to 
be  made  to  tbe  eompeneafikm  of  officers  r»- 
lidentatdieaeatofGoTemmnit  -        -  578 
(See  also,  CkrkB  and  Exeeutiee  uiktriet.) 
Onase,  Count  de.    (See  De  Gwn.) 

THIBD  SfiSaiOV. 

Garranger,  I,ewis  and  Charlesi  petition  o^  re- 
specting military  establishments,  fire-arms, 
Ac,  laid  on  the  table    -  2324 
postponed  to  the  next  seMiOD  -  224S 

Gaaam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  a  bill 

for  the  relief  o(  reenved  .  220B 
committed-  ....  2209 
reported  .....  2813 
recomsutted  -  .  -  .  S319 
reported,  with  amendments  •  -  -  2880 
puaed  -  8882 

Grant,  James,  examination  of,  in  the  ease  of  Wil- 
liam Bhwnt      ....  8S95 

H. 

SBCOKO  SBSSIOS. 

Health  officOT  and  harbor  master,  bill  giving  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  officers  for  the  port  of  Wil- 
nongtoQ  .....  477 

flobart,  John  Sloaa,  of  New  York,  recdgDation  of  641 
Hati-hiinaj  Tbomss,  petitiOQ  of,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  sufierings  and  services  of  bis 
late  &dier,  the  Geopr^her-General,  laid 
over      .....  490 

THIBD  snsioK. 
Harper,  Mr.,  trf"  South  Carolina,  his  aKimieat  in 
the  case  of  the  impeachment  c7  William 
Blount   3894 


Pegs. 

Heskill,Jonathan,abillfortherdief<^ received  -  MOB 
committed .....  2809 
reported  -  2317 
ordered  to  third  reading     -  -  3SS0 

passed  S83S 

HealUi  Laws,  committee  appointed  ou  that  por- 
tioo  of  the  Preeitlent  a  Speech  respecting 
the  expedieocj  of  eetablisfaiog  regulations 
in  aid  of  the  health  laws  (rf*  the  several 
States.  .....  2196 

(See  Quarantine.) 
Holden,  Abel,  jr.,  his  depositioo  in  the  case  of 

WilUam  Blount  -         -         •  .3418 
Hopkins,  Elias  B.,  his  d^ontion  in  the  case  of 

WUIiamBlonnt-         ...  8917 
Hunter,  John,  re^nati0n  of    .         -         -  8199 
I. 

FIBST  BKSSIOir. 

Impeachment.    (See  Blount,  WBiam.) 
IngersoU,  Jared,  of  Pennsylvuiia,  one  of  the  coun- 
sel for  William  Blount  -         -  .88 

SICOBD  SBSSIOH. 

Tmhty,  William,  tnll  for  the  relief  o^  reputed     -  470 

passed  479 

Impeachment,  a  UU  for  regulating  pnieeedings  in 

cases  at,  reported  -  491 

considered .....  608 
third  reading  of  tbe  IhII  negatived  -  -  509 
a  committee  appointed  to  r^ort  a  mode  of 

prooeedii^  in  cases  of  .  ■  •  .  Mi 
report  of  tbe  committee  ...  498 
recommitted,  again  reported,  and  adopted  -  496 
report  on  the  tnode  of  administering  oaths  in 

cases  of  -         -         -         -         -  603 
discharge  of  Ae  committee  -  606 
form  of  the  writ  of  aiummms         -         -  618 
Imprisonment  for  debts  due  the  United  States- 

(Pee  DebtOTB.) 
Inatmctbns  and  despatches,  resolntion  far  print- 
ing certain.    (See  France.) 
Indians,  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to 
defray  expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  wiA 
cntain,  received  and  oommittad  •         -  495 
repwied    -        -        -         .  .604 
passed  with  amen^noita  ...  607 
coneorred  in  -      -         -         -         -  610 

THIBD  SESSIOK. 

Impeachment,  court  of;  formed  -  8196 

(See  Bhuni,  WiUiarn.) 
Impwts  snd  tonnage.    (See  Dutiet.) 
Indians,  a  committee  appointed  on  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  intercourse  with  tbe  Indian 
tribes  .....  2209 
a  bill  to  tegolate  trade  and  intercourae  w^ 
tiie  bidian  tribes  and  to  pressrve  peace  ou 
the  frontners,  reported     ...  8386 

paased   8387 

Ingersol^  Jared,  of  Pennsylvania,  his  aigoment  in 

thecHB  of  William  Blount        -         -  8878 
J. 

SBCOKD  SESSIOK. 

Joomali  of  Congress,  a  memorial  praying  that 
measures  may  be  taken  to  encourage  the 
publication  of  the,  presented      -         •  684 
committed  -         -         -         -  607 

report  thereon      -         -         .         .  en 

Digitized  tjy  Google 


IV 


INDEX. 


zn 


Senate  Proceedings. 


Page. 

Jonintla  of  CoDgren — 

rwrfaUoD  directing  a  aubBcription  for  four 
hundred  copies  of  the  Joumala  proposed  to 

be  poblished  by  Richard  Folwell  -         -  613 
Jodiciary,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 

re*iH  the  jadidary  system,  postponed  478,  479 

committed        -         -         -         -  480 

the  committee  iiwtrncted  to  tepmt  by  UU     -  51 S 

abUlnported  -  -  -  .  SSS 
a  UU  fupplemeDtaiy  to  the  act  to  establish 

the  jailuial  coortsj  reported  -  637,  633 
Anther  ecmaderatioD  poMponed  to  the  next 

■eauon  -  646,648 
motion  for  arranging  the  several  jodieial  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  Statea  ioto  four  cir- 
cuits -  649 
committed  -----  653 
r^rt  thereon  -  666 
a  bill  to  alter  and  extend  the  i»ovisioiiB  of  the 

act  to  establish  the  jtulidal  courts,  reported  666 

ordoed  to  the  third  reading          •         -  068 

recommitted         ....  559 

reported  with  aiiwDdments  -  661 

repmt  agreed  to     -         -         -  6fl3 

bUlpMied   664 

a  bill  providing  compensation  for  marshals, 

jarorsa  witneases,  &c.,  received  -  663 

committed  -----  663 

reported    ...         -         -  678 

poa^cmed  to  the  next  session  -  -  586 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  eet^lish  the 

judicial  courts  recdved  -        -        .  608 

piMd   611 

THIHS  BKSBIOK. 

Journals  of  Congress,  resolution  authoriung  a  sub- 
scription for  four  hundred  copies  of  the     -  3339 
amended  and  peaeed         -  3240 
Judiciary,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  estab- 
Uahtfie  jodieial  courts  of  the  United  Statea, 
reported  -         -  3304 
committed  -----  3306 
postponed  to  the  next  session         -         -  3343 
a  biU  providing  for  ibe  security  of  bail  in  cer- 
tain easea,  reported       -  2316 
amendments  reported         -  3235 

paned   2329 

a  bill  providing  compeOBation  for  Daarahal«, 

jurors,  dec.,  received  -  -  -  3323 
uaendnients  reported  -  2326 
oidwed  to  tiie  tlurd  reading         -         -  3330 

K. 

■BOOSD  IBMIOV. 

Kentucky,  meaaage  annonndng  Aeratifieation,  by 
tua  State,  of  the  amendment  to  die  Oon- 
■titotion  reifiectiog  the  auabili^  of  States  483 
Kentucky,  Tenoeaaee^  and  Maine^  a  comouttee 
appointed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  al- 
terii^  the  time  for  holding  Uidted  States 
courts  in  theee  districts   -         -         -  544 
Koadusko,  General,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  a  certificate  due 
him,  received  and  committed      -         •  488 
reported,  and  o^ered  to  the  third  reading   -  464 
amanded  and  paaaed  -  486 

amendment  diaagreed  to  by  the  Howe        -  486 


Koflciuako*  General— continued.  Plgb 

the  Senate  insist   -         -         •  -  487 

con  finance  appointed — Senate  adhere  -  488 

the  House  recede  -        -  -481 

L. 

Finer  srssiov. 
Land  Titlei^  a  bill  reported  fig  cwifirmnig  titfaa  to 

certain  lands     -         -         -  S% 

po^oned  to  next  eearion   -                  -  45 

Lewis,  ^umaa^  a  t»n  fiw  the  relief  o4  leoaived  •  38 

rnected   44 

Lij^  Dragoon^  a  bill  for  raising  an  additknal 

corps  of,  negatived        -         -         ■  t% 

Loan,  a  bill  authorizing  « loan,  reorived  -  36 

committed  -         -         -         -         -  37 

paaaed      •                             -         •  88 

BKCOaS  BKBSIOir. 

Lands,  petition  of  Stephen  Monot  and  othm,  in- 
haUtants  of  Galliopolia,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  certain  lands^  presented  and  laid  on  the 

table  48fi 

committed  •  -  •         -  486 

reported  atkd  a  MU  ordered  -  •  -  611 
a  bill  authoriung  the  grant  repwted  -  617 

passed  -  -  681 

a  bill  to  authorize  ihe  sale  of  eertein  lands 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers 
postponed         -         -         -         -  486 
recommitted,  reported,  and  again  poatpcned  M8 
pasaod  -         -         -  •604 

coomiittee  af^nled  to  rc^nrt  irtiat  atteratiais 
are  ncceaeaiyin  the  act  ftw  the  etlerf  lands 
in  the  Terriumr  Northvert  of  flu  CHuo  -  648 
a  bill  to  amHKt  the  said  act  reported  •  648 

committed  -         -         -  -         -  964 

reported  with  amendment  -  -         -  6M 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -677 

paseed  608 

resolution  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  the  progress  made  by 
the  Surveyor  General  in  laying  off  the 
lands  direded  to  be  aurreyed  bj  Ubia  acts 
of  the  iSlh  May  and  lat  June,  1706      -  648 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieanny  on 
the  atate  of  the  West»o  land^  received 
and  committed   -         -         -         -  654 
Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  a  bill  to  [Hovide  foe 
the  valuation  of,  and  fiv  the  Miumeiatiao 
of  slaves  in  the  United  Statea^  reoehad  -  57* 
committed  -         -         -         -         -  680 
reported     -         -         -  -  685 

recommitted  -         -         -         -  687 

reported  -  -  -  -  -  688 
eon«d«ed  -  -  -  -  -  684 
ordoed  to  the  third  reading  .686 
further  oonadered  -  -  -  .688 
passed  with  amendmenta  -  -  -  687 
the  amendments  concurred  in  -  -  688 
Lapaley,  Margaret,  petition  o^  prying  renewal 

of  lost  certificate,  jnesented  and  oommttlad  6H 
reported  on  -         •         -         -  684 

Lapsley,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relirf  of  the  l^al  rep- 

reeentativea  o^  reported  •         -         -  685 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .687 

passed  688 

Law^  cmnnuttee  appointed  to  npott  aa  each  aa 

will  expire  before  the  next  aeaaion  -      -  474 
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Lewia,  Thomas,  •  tail  fbr  the  nlief  of,  raeetved  -  660 
committed  -----  661 
reported,  and  third  reading  negatived         -  606 
Lieatount  General.  (See  fPiuhington,  Gen.) 
Uffiit'hoaattf  Ac,  »  Ult  •alhwixing  the  erection 
of  •  Ugfat-honie,  and  jdaciDg  buojs  at  cer- 
tain pUeea  thnnn  nwDtioDed,  reoeiveil    -  &13 
i^KHted  -         -         -         -  AIA 

puaadwithamendmenta    -  617 
motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light - 
houM  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  (Va.)  erect- 
ing a  beacon  at  Tybee  island^  (Ga.)  and 
fixing  buoys  at  the  month  of  tfae  Savan- 
nah     -         -  -         -  fil7 
nwrfotion  lequeetbg  the  Secniary  of  the 
Tpearaiy  to  lepon  on  the  necenity  of  theaa 
memirai  and  uMezpenie  attending  them  -  519 
a  Mil  forenating  Hghthonaes,  and  pladog 
but^s  and  staket  at  place*  therein  named, 
-  received           .         .         -         -  54S 
reported    -----  644 

paarad  646 

another  \n\l,  for  the  same  purpose,  received 

and  commilted   .         .         -         -  600 
reported    -----  605 

paswd  61S 

Loan,  a  UU  to  enable  the  Preudent  to  borrow 

mon^  tar  the  puUie  annriee,  noeiTed     •  690 
conunitled  -----  691 

reported  608 

ordered  to  third  teading      -         •         .  604 
passed  with  amend  men  ts    -  606 
conference  aj^Miinted  on  one  of  the  amend- 
ments   -----  607 
the  Senate  recede   •         -                   -   61 1 
the  Hoose  recede  from  their  disagreement    •    6 14 
a  IhII  to  authorize  the  Preddeut  to  obtain  a 
loin  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax,  re- 
ceived  flIS 

eomnutted  -         •   ,     -        -         -  614 
reported    -  616 
pawed      ...         -         -  617 
iMn  Office  Certificates,  dec,  a  UU  respecting 

them  rereived     -          -          .          -  560 
committed            -         -         -         -  561 
ordt-red  to  the  ttiicd  reading          -         -  671 
•pasKxl  578 

TBIKn  SISSIOV. 

Lands,  committee  appointed  to  rqwrt  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  in  the  act  pronding 
for  the  sale  of  land*  in  the  Terrilorv  North- 
west of  tfw  Ohio  •  8M1 
a  Inll  to  amend  eaid  act  reported  -  8818 
ordered  to  the  third  reading          -         •  3816 

passed  2817 

a  Ull  to  amend  the  act  regulating  grants  of 
lands  for  military  service*,  and  for  ibe  So- 
ciety of  United  Brethren,  received  and 
committed        .         -         -         -  3834 
amendments  reported  •      •         -         -  8836 

UU  passed  8S88 

a  biU  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain,  bnds  ba- 
tmen the  Great  and  Litde  Miami  rivers, 
and  giving  a  pre-emption  to  certain  par- 
eheiere,  leoaived  and  eomnutted  -         *  8886 
r^orted  and  passed  -  8888 


Page 

Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  providing  for  the  vilnation  of^  received  3314 
committed  -  3816 

amendments  r^rted        -         -         -  8388 
agreed  to   -         -         •         -         -  8886 
biU  ordered  to  the  third  reading  and  passed  -  3887 
Laurance,  John,  of  New  Yoric,  elected  President 

pro  tempore      .         -         -         .  8189 
Laws  of  the  United  States^  a  InU  in  addi^  to 
the  act  for  the  mere  goieial  promulgation 
of,  passed         ....  3339 
Lesher,  Geo^e,  deposition  o(  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount  ...  3370 
Lewis,  TbomaB,  petition  o^  presented  and  com- 
mitted   ...         -         -  8199 
bUl  fw  the  relief  o^  reported         -        -  3806 

passed   8808 

Light-houses,  dco.,  a  tnU  fin-  Meeting  a  beaoim  on 

Boon  Island  recMved  and  eonunitted      -  8880 
reported    -  3888 

passed   8888 

Lovely,  W.  L.,  dqwsitlon  o4  in  the  ease  of  Wil- 
liam Blount      .        -         .  . 


M. 


rim  sasnoir. 

Message,  the  Preudent**,  on  the  subject  of  the 
May  in  running  the  Florida  honndaiy 
line  81 

transmitting  duplicates  of  certain  documents  86 

on  the  subject  of  building  two  shipa  for  the 
Dey  Algiers,  and  in  relation  to  the  pow- 
ers and  salary  of  the  consul  at  that  place   -  36 

on  the  subject  of  foreign  intelligence  -  38 

Mileage,  bill  allowing  full  mileage  to  tile  members 

of  bolb  Houses,  reported  -         -         -  38 

passed      -  -         -         -  83 

Military  Establishment,  a  UU  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  t  he  regular  artillery  and  cavsiry,  and 
making  arrangements  far  a  pcovisiooal  ar- 
my, reported     -         .         -  17,  IB 

a  biU  for  raising  an  additional  ooips  of  ligjit- 
dragoons^  negatived        •         -         -  88 
Militia,  a  bill  anthoriiing  a  detachment  finm  the, 

received  -         -         -         -  88 

reported    -         -         -         -         -  84 

passed  86 

sacora  SBtsioir. 
Maine.   (8n  Kentuekjf.) 

Maritwooip^  a  Ull  forestaUiahing  it  reenved  •  670 
committed  -  671 
reported  -----  697 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -  600 

passed  COl 

Marukak,  jurors^  dec.    (See  Judidary.) 
Maryland,  s  UU  to  continue  the  act  giving  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  this  State  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  health  officer,  re- 
ceived  -         -         -         -         .  518 
(«dsred  to  the  third  reading  -  686 

passed  687 

Mamaehnsetti^  a  UU  pving  asswt  of  Oongrem  to 

an  act  of  this  States  reeeiied  •  680 

leported  683 

pMiad  685 
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Meidiant  veneb,  a  Inll  to  authorize  dte  defence  of. 

againatFrendidepiedatioin^  recwved  -  57S 
eonuniUed  -----  580 
replied  .  -  -  - 
oidered  to  tiie  Uiird  reading 


58S 
583 
584 
687 


amendments  concurred       -  -  - 

Menage,  the  President's,  communicating  a  letter 
from  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  oa 
the  subject  of  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Delamie  -         -  476 

tnoamitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  mlgeet  of  the  nlification  of  the 
amendment  to  lbs  Cnwtitatiun  respecthig 
tbesaability  of  States     -         -         -  4S1 

transmitting  a  representation  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  state  of  a^rs  in  bia  de- 
partment -         '         -  4BS 

transmitting  a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
State  and  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Kentucky 
ratifying  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      -         -         -         -         -  488 

annotmcing  the  appuntmoit  ot  Comminion- 
ers  to  treat  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  and 
reeranmending  an  appropriation  to  defray 
expenses  of  the  trea^     -  489 

transmitting  a  representation  from  the  Judge 
of  the  Pennsylvania  district,  and  a  re- 
port of  the  Attorney  Genera]  in  relation  to 
the  act  for  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt      -         -         -         .         -  491 

transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  fbnuahing  additioiial  infimnation  aa 
the  atate  of  affairs  In  the  territories  on  the 
Mississippi,  with  the  Indians,  and  with  the 
Spanish  Oovemment     -  493 

transmitting  copies  of  two  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament        -  496 

transmitting  sundry  papers  in  relatioa  to  out- 
rages committed  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
by  a  Preach  privateer     ...  497 

transmitting  an  account  of  ezpendittues  from 
the  contingent  fiind       -         -         -  504 

tranamitting  an  account  of  expenditures  un  • 
da  the  act  making  appropriations  for 
pwseenting  clahna  of  American  dtisens 
for  property  captured  by  the  belSgorent 
Powers  -----  610 

transmitting  a  memorial  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  city  of  Washington  -  fill 

transmitting  despatches  from  the  American 
Envoys  at  Paris  •        516,  535,  566,  671,  681 

on  the  solgect  of  despatches  from  the  Ameri- 
csn  Envoys  and  recommending  measures 
for  the  defence  of  the  eoantiy  and  the  pro- 
tection of  commercial  intereita     -         -  633 

transmitting  a  leOet  from  Mr.  Geny  and  in- 
structiofu  to  him  -  685 

transmit  ting  a  letter  and  certain  docomenta 
from  the  Gavemor  of  Pennsylvania         -  592 

requesting  a  postponement  of  tiie  adjourn- 
ment    -         -         .         -         -  611 

transmittii^  a  letter  from  General  Wash- 
h^ten  aocaptii^  the  appointment  of  Lieu- 
tenant  General  and  Commander  in-Chief  -   6S I 

making  sundry  nominations  for  militaiy  ap- 
ptnntrooits        ...       6S8, 634 


Militia,  a  UII  directing  the  payment  of  a  detach- 
ment of  nulitia  for  sarvioea  in  the  apeS&m. 
of  1794,  under  Major  Ore,  reodrcd 

committed  -         -  - 

reported     -         -         -         -  - 


Pige. 


561 
55S 
964 

555 

a  bill  providing  arms  for,  recnved  -  -  581 
committed  -  583 
reported    -  -         -         -  691 

oi^ered  to  tiu  third  reading  -         •  593 

passed  -         -         -  597 

Military  Estabfishment,  a  UII  making  appropria- 
tions  for  the  sqppmt  ai,  Aff  the  year  oBven- 
tecn  hundred  Bad  nine^-caght,  recnved   -  669 
committed  -----  651 
reported     -----  667 
pueed  with  amendmenta    -  S7S 
amendmenta  concurred  in  -         -        674, 575 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  amend  and  in  part 
repeil  the  act  to  fix  and  estaUiih  the,  re- 
ported  -         -         -         -  -'*65t 
committed  -         -         -         -         -  664 
reported  -  557 

556 


511 
515 
533 
539 


Military  stores,  &c    (See  Amu.)  ' 
Mississippi  Territory^  a  bill  authorizing  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  govemntent  forthUtanitwy, 
reported  -  -  -  - 


amonded  by  the  House  ... 

amendment  concurred  in  - 
HcKinley,  Hugh,  motion  for  allowing  him  a  per 
mem  for  labor  and  attendance  upon  die  tie 
nate      -         -         -         -  - 

agreed  to  - 

TEiBD  usaioir. 

Marine  corps,  a  bill  authorizing  an  augmentation 
of  the  corps,  received  and  committed 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 


509 
601 


Mathers,  James,  jr.,  appconted  assistant  door- 
keeper -         -  - 
his  account  of  expenses  in  serving  process  up- 
on William  Blount,  referred  to  a  committee 
reeolotion  granting  him  extra  compensation  - 
Matitem,  James,  aen.,  a  tail  forrriiefo^  reported 
ordered  to  ttte  third  reading - 


resolution  granting  him  extra  compensation  - 
Medical  Establishment,  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of 
the,  reported      -         -         -  - 
comntitted  -         -         -  - 

reported  -  -  -  -  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -  - 


Message,  tiie  Premdent't,  enclosing  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  idatiim  to  tfwnul- 
itary  estabUrimient        .         -  - 

truisnutting  an  account  nf  expen^tnrea  from 
the  Executive  contingent  fund 

enclosing  a  communication  upon  the  subject 
of  our  relations  with  France 

enclosing  a-report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
upon  the  above  subject,  - 

eodoeing  an  edict  of  the  Frendi  DSreetoiy  - 

enckmng  *  report  from  the  Director  of  dw 
Mint    -  - 


3333 
S3S9 
2995 

S190 

3313 
9343 
3990 
9999 
999S 
3949 

2300 
3996 
3297 
3998 
9999 

9199 

3900 

9303 

3303 
3306 

9910 
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Senaif  Prcceedinga. 


M«iNge,  PreodeQt's,  eocloBiig  a  ■utement  of  the 

force,  (onDKge,  &c,  of  the  private  armed 
shipo  of  the  U.  Statea 
Militia,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  ol^  received 
and  committed   -         -         -  - 


Page 
S2S7 


I  to  tha  third  mding 
meiukd   •         -         -  • 
paned  - 

amendment  ditagreed  tob;  the  House  and  the 
trill  postponed  to  the  next  aeesioD 
Military  Eatablichment,  «  lull  making  tppro|via 
tiona  for  the  aupportof  the,  received 


3337 
2389 
3340 

mi 

-  3311 

3238 
3238 


Military  services,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating 
giaata  of  land  fiv*  recaivad  and  committed 
icptnrted  ..... 
passed  ..... 
McDwmot^  Paal,  petitieno(  prying  a  settlement 
of  bis  accoonta  .         .         .  . 
M^inle;         imA^iiaa  fivoompoisatuHi  of  • 

N. 

FIRST  SUSIOV. 

Ifanl  Defence,  a  Irill  for  estaMMhing  a  system 

nav«l  defence  and  anthoriiing  the  anning  (tf 
{wiTatoTeseel^  reported  ... 
recommitted        -        -  - 


I  to  the  third  reading- 
passed  ... 
amended  by  the  House  - 
some  of  the  amendments  agreed  to  and  others 
dis^reed  to       .         .         -  ■ 
conference  asked  .... 
appointed  ..... 
their  report  .... 
the  House  recede  from  th«r  first  amendment 
Newepapers,  order  for  supplying  them  for  Senators 
North  Carolina,  a  bill  for  renving  and  eoDtiniting 
suits  in  the  Chenit  Courtofbr  the  district  o^ 
veceived  ..... 
passed  ..... 

8BC0SD  SISBIOH. 

Natonlization,  a  bill  supplemtataiy  to,  and  in 
amendment  of,  the  bill  to  establish  an  oni- 
form  rule  of  natnratiiatiofi»  receiTed 
committed  ..... 


1  to  die  third  reading  - 
Naml  Annamrn^  a  bill  making  an  additional  q»* 
IMV^ivtion  to  provide  waA  mpport  a  mval 
armament,  reoeivad 
ordered  to  the  third  mding  -        .  . 
passed       .         -         .         .  _ 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  a  naval  ar* 
mantent,  received  ... 
committed  -         ■         .         .  . 
reported  ..... 
pMsed      .         •  .         .  . 

a  bill  making  af^nopciations  for  an  additimai 
naval  armament,  leoeiTad  and  committad  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading, 
passed  ..... 
aomo  of  (ha  amendnMnts  agreed  to  and  olhnrs 

disagreed  to 
the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement  - 


33U 
3336 

3S38 

3334 
3343 


18 
19 

30 
31 
S3 
87 

38 
39 
SO 

a 

8 
11 


661 
663 
674 
676 


634 
636 

526 

679 
680 
583 
68S 

603 
6(17 
600 

614 
616 


Page. 

Navy  Department,  motion  for  a  committee  to  con- 
uder  the  propriety  of  inatitutii^  a  separate 
Execntivfl  department  for  the  at^etmlan* 
donee  of  naT«U  afiairs      -  684 
motion  agreed  to  and  a  committee  ai^xrinted  •  635 
a  bill  to  establiab  the  department  reported    -  689 
ordered  to  thfad  reading     ...  540 

passed  541 

New^peta^  wder  for  supplying  them  to  Soiators  471 
NominationB  and  confirmations  -    680,  631,  633,  634 
North  Carolina,  a  Irill  giving  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acta  of  £is  Slate  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  health  nflicer  and  harbor  maa- 
tor  for  the  port  of  Wilmington,  reported  -  477 
a  bill  declaiing  the  assent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain acU  of  this  Stalls  received    •  -  687 
committed  .....  586 

640 
643 
479 
460 

483 
487 
539 
580 
688 
5S» 


reported     -  -  -  -  - 

negatived  ..... 
North  and  Vesey,  bill  for  ttie  relief  <^  received  - 

amended  and  passed  ... 
Nonrscs  Joseph,  petition  praying  an  incNasa  of  his 
compensation,  laid  on  the  table  - 

report  made  and  recommitted 

reported    -         -         -         -  - 

recommitted  .... 

bill  reported  .... 


THrXD  SSSSIOH. 


Navy,  a  bill  for  the  sugmenUtion  of  the  Navy  re- 
ceived   •  -  -  .  -  3318 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -         -  3334 

pawed   3336 

a  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  Captains  and  Com- 
manders of  4dps  (rf* war,  received-         -  SSSl 
passed      ....  S8M 
a  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  re< 

oeiTCd   3380 

passed      .....  3232 
a  bill  making  appropriatioiia  for  mxffon  of 
Uie  Naval  establishment  reodved  -         -  3385 

passed   3388 

a  bill  autbtmzing  the  President  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  the  army  and  navy,  passed  -         -  3341 
Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  Senators  3190 
Northwestern  Territory,  a  rqtort  and  sandry  pa- 
pers respecting  daims  in  Mid  Tenitory, 
committed  -  3196 
a  eommiilee  appointed  to  consider  whether 
any  division  or  other  alteration  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  Government  of  the  Territory  -  tSOS 
a  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the 

Territory  reported  ...  3317 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -  3330 

paned   3831 

resolution  for  appdnting  a  committee  to  eZ' 
•mine  the  laws  adopted  by  dw  Chiveni- 
mentoftheTegrriiory    -        -  -IMS 
agreed  to  and  a  committee  ai^imnted         -  3308 
report  firom  the  Governor  <tf  the^  on  the  sub- 
jeclf^wastem  lands  reoeivfld     -  -3336 
(Sae,  alsok  Land*) 

O 

tlBST  ■■BStOX. 

Oidar,  a  question  t/S,  settled 
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IXCOVB  HMMur.  Pige- 
ObUu,  fonn  of  the  oath  to  be  adnunulflnd  in  cuee 

of  impeaduneat  -  S03 
a  bill  giving  aulhorit;  to  oeruin  oflicert  and 

other  penoM  to  administer  oatba,  recMved  537 

c<Naunitted  ....         -  539 

reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading     -  544 

paaaed   646 

Ohio  lands.  (See  Lmub) 

TBiaO  SKSSIOlf. 

Odiome,  Thomas,  depodtioo  of,  in  the  case  of 

William  Blount '         -         -         -  S40I 

P. 

rlUT  SXSBIOV. 

Pffirta  asd  harbors,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  further 

defence  of,  received        -         •         -  23 
ordered  to  the  thirid  reading         -         -  S3 
J     p«aed      -         -         .         .         -  »4 
Praddentof  the  United  States,  his  Speech  delivered  10 
(See  Index  topiwmSng$  of  the  Boim.) 
answer  of  the  Senate        -  -  Id 

his  r^y  ihento    -         •         •  -15 
sulgectBitfUieSpeedi  committed    •         -  16 
PHrident  fro  tem.,  elected      -  -37 
Private  dup^  a  bill  to  fvevent  the  armiag  oi,  ex- 
cept in  certain  cases,  introduced  -  2S 
committed-  -         -         -  35 

amaDdments  reported  -  S8 

recommitted         -         -         -  .31 
first  section  expunged,  and  further  cotuidera- 
tion  of  the  bdl  postponed  to  the  next  eea- 
aion      -         -         -         •         •  36 
Privateering,  a  bill  for  the  [»«Tenti(»i  o(,  reputed  17 

pBBBBd  17 

anmded  by  the  House  -  •  -  IB 
amendment  agreed  to        -  SO 

HICOVD  essstoK. 
P^er,  parchment,  dec.,  duties  on  stamped.  (See 

PouiMien^  a  coounittM  appointed  to  report  on 
the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  certain  persons  on  the  poisioQ  list  -  476 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  received  from  the 
House  -         -         -         .  .486 

committed-         ....  487 

amended  and  passed         -  493 
Pinekney,  Thomas,  a  letter  from  him,  requesting 
the  direction     Congress  in  reqiect  to  cer- 
tain {veeenta  offered  him  by  the  Govem- 
inenl»<tf  Great  Britain  end  Spain  -  550 

committed  -----  552 

report  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  the  pre- 
sents -         -         -  668 

disagreed  to  by  the  Hoose  -  666 
Ports  and  harbors,  a  reecdution  in  relation  to  the 
expediency  of  completing  the  fortifications 
of        -         -         .         -  .631 

a  bill  aupplemenlaiy  to  the  act  providing  for 
the  further  defence  of,  received    -         -  540 

reputed    -  -         -         -  548 

pMwd  660 

Port  Office,  a  l»n  to  continne  die  fifth  section 
of  the  act,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  estab- 
lishing the  post  office,  received   -         .  687 

ordered  to  the  third  leading  -         .         -  628 

p««d  5ai 


President  of  the  United  States^  hia  Speedi  deGv- 

ered  471 

(See  Index  to  proeetdinff  of  the  Bemit.) 
answer  of  the  Senate        -  •  -471 

bis  reply   -         -         -  -         -  471 

nxHioD  for  appointing  a  conmiittce  to  prcpm 
an  address  to  him  in  commendation  of  ha 
conrae  in  lelatiMi  to  the  negoliatiaiM  widi 
France  -  -        -  Ml 

meaaagesof  the.    (See  Jfenqge.) 
Prendent  pro  ttm.,  elected      -  -  470,SI1 

Provia:onu  army.    (See  Army.) 
Purveyor  of  Public  SuppUest  a  bill  to  aoHnd 
the  act  estaUiriitiig  the  office  intra* 
duced    -         -         -  •         •  SW 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         •  Nl 

title  amended,  and  the  bill  paaaed   -         -  Ml 

TBIBD  8X8BIOV. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  Irttw  from,  to  the  committee 

on  the  impeachmMit  of  William  BlooiU  -  Wl 
Post  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  the  post  office,  i»- 

cdved  and  committed  ...  StSl 
reported  -  S834 
passed  .....  SIN 
PresideDt  <A  the  United  States,  his  Speech  deliv- 
ered. (See  Proeeadtn^  ofUu  Book.) 
amiwer  thereto  -tin 
Ua  r^y   -  -  -        -  JIM 

Preridnt  pro  lem.,  elected       •  -    2181^  MSt 

Q- 

SECOSD  samoir. 
Qoakera,  memwial  and  address  from  a  yearly  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  Fiienda,  requestiBg 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  otyreased 
condition  of  the  African  race,  and  to  the 
prevalence  of  general  vice  and  immorali^, 
presented,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  -  4Ti 
withdrawn  -  .        .  47S 

trihb  aaaaioM. 

Quarantine,  a  bill  respecting  quarantine  and  healA 

laws,  received  .  .  .  •  SM 
committed .  -  .  -  •  SM 
reported  ....  -  SSU 
ordered  to  the  tliird  reading  -  Ml 
passed  -  »tt 

R. 

riasT  SBSsroiT. 
Rules,  a  new  rule  proposed       -         -        ■  ft 
eoorideratiMi  postpcmed  to  the  tieztse«iiHi  -  M 
Report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  inns- 

t%ato  the  diarges  against  William  BlovU  41 

SKCoan  Bsssiov. 
Read,  Jacob,  of  SouOi  Carolina,  elected  Preaideat 

pro  tem.  -  -  -         •  4W 

Reed,  Benjamin,  petition  o^  ^aaentod,  and  com- 
mitted  -         -         -         .        .  SM 
reported  on  -         -         _        .  511 

report  adopted      -         -         -  .617 
Refugees,  a  bill  ka  the  relief  of  dke  Tefugeasfrtoi 
Caiuula  and  Non  Scotia,  leeaivadandcon* 
mitted  -        .        .        -  W 

reported    -  -        .        .  4n 
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RflfbgMi — continiied. 

further  eonmdentiooiNMtpoiwd      -         -  496 

amendtidt  and  ordarad  to  the  tlurd  reading    ■  SOS 

paaeed  with  amMidmente   -         -         -  S04 

same  of  the  ameodments  dingreed  to         -  S19 

the  Senate  inaiat   -  630 

cMnmittee  of  conference  appointed  •         -  52 1 
retort  of  committee,  and  action  Ibmoa  SSS,  633 
Rerenoe  Cutters,  a  bill  to  oontimie  a  put  of  the 
act  respecting  the  compeneadon  of  the  offi- 

cen  and  marinera  of  the  revenue  cottars  -  fi53 

ordered  to  the  third  reading          -         -  fi64 

amended  and  passed  -                -         -  fi5S 
ImU  to  amend  aaid  act,  reported      -        -  1876 
RevMiDe  laws,  memorial  from  owners  and  leaaeea 
of  wharfcs  in  Charleeton,  taking  rdief 
from  the  injnrioas  operation  <^  laid  on  the 

table     -                   -         -         -  477 
BevsntMa,  internal,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more 

effectual  collection  of,  received   -         -  664 

committed  -         -         -         .         -  566 

reported,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading   -  669 

recommitted          -          -           -          -  670 

passed  with  amendment*  -  574 
the  House  disagree  to  die  first  and  agree  to 

the  ottier*  widi  an  amendment  to  ttie  bill  SSI 
commhteeof  conference  appointed  -  683,588 

their  rqmrt  ....  595 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  poa^xmed  to 

the  neit  sesnim  .         -         -         -  698 
(See,  also,  CoUeeUm.) 
Rules,  an  amendment  to  the  19th  rule  proposed, 

and  referred      -         -         -         -  484 

reported                        -         -         -  674 

adopted              -         -         -         -  689 

leetdntion  snsjiending the  I8th  rale-         •  018 

raaolntton  sospending  the  19th  nde          -  816 

THIU  SBSIIO>. 

Report  of  the  Commiarioners  of  the  Sinking 

Fond    -         -         -         -         .  3194 
Retalia^n,  a  bill  vesting  the  pmnr  of  vataliatitm 
in  the  Preatdeot  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  case^  repor  ed  •  -         -  331 1 

ordered  to  the  ttiird  reading  -  •3316 

passed      -         .         -         .         .  3317 
amendments  agreed  to        -         -         -  3841 
Kplej,  John  P.,  Itis  depoaitiMi  in  the  case  of  Wil* 

linn  Blount      ....  3889 
n  letter  from  him  to  the  ehurman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  impeachment  -        -  -3416 
Rogers,  John,  his  deporitifm  in  the  caae  of  Wil- 
liam Blount      -         -         .         .  3398 
Romayoe,  Dr.  N-,  his  deposition  in  the  case  <^ 

William  Blount  ...  3356 

RoeS}  Jamea,  elected  President  pro  tempore      -  3334 
Roseell,  Joae^  and  others,  petition  o^  praying 
pt^ymeot  of  a  claim  f^ainst  the  United 
•States,  laid  on  the  taUe  -  2197 
oonunilted  .         .         -         _  3301 

postponed  to  the  next  aesrion  -  8341 

S. 


Ships  and  vesseta,  a  bill  ccnoeming  the  registt-ritig 
and  recording  o^  received  and  commilted  - 
reported  -  -  -  -  - 
pnsed  .  .  .  -  - 
amend  roenta  concurred  in  - 

^rita.    (See  Du/tes.) 

Stod^  a  Inll  further  to  authorize  the  transfer  <^ 
stocks  standing  to  the  credit  of  ceitun 
States,  introduced  ... 


Page. 

33 
84 
S6 
86 


SECOND  BBSSIOK. 

Seamen,  a  bill  for  tte  relief  oi  lack  and  d'saUed 
aeamen  received  ... 
reported    -         .         -         -  - 


SecTBtaiy  of  the  Navy,  a  tdll  gtantiiv  dw  frank- 
ing privilege  to  thiaoffioer,  introduced 
passed  - 

Sedgwick,  The>'doie,  elected  President  pro  lem.  - 
Sedition,  a  bill  to  define  and  pnoidi  the  crime  0^ 
reported 


88 
85 


540 
583 
614 


584 
691 


-  690 

commilted  -         -         -  691 


698 
690 
607 
609 
619 
630 


riBST  itsnov. 


Salt    (See  Dutia.) 
Senator^  attendance  of  - 


'9,  10^  11.  IS,  15,  88 


rqwrted    -         .         -         -  - 
passed       .         -         -         -  - 
amended  by  Uw  House      .         .  - 
amendment  concurred  in 
Senate,  adjournment  of  the  Legislative  teesion  - 

opeoing  of  the  Executive  session  - 
Senate  Chamber,  motion  declaring  it  out  of  order 
to  move  for  the  adnussion  at  poacms  upon 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  ad- 
dresses or  heari  g  them  read      -         -  560 
Senators,  attendance  of  469,  470,  47S,  475,  477,  479, 
480,  483,  485,  491,  496,  608,  659,  SOS 
resolution  respecting  the  impeachment  of  Sen- 
ators -         -         -  S06 
commitled  -----  SIO 
motim  to  prdiibit  8enat4»a  giving  or  recnv- 
ing  vtnts  from  fiirdgn  agents  or  Mttusters 
without  the  leave  of  the  Senate,  negatived  660 
a  list  of  t-  ose  pvaent  at  the  opening  of  the 
Executive  session         -         -         -  680 
Sinking  Fund,  repwt  from  the  Commissioners  of 

the        -         -       .  -         -         -  476 
Slaves,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  ot. 

(See  Idmda  and  dwetting  houBuJ) 
Smith,  Reuben,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

received  and  committed  -  547 
postoonad  to  the  next  eessitm  -  818 

Snnff.  latnDutie*.) 

Stills,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  mining  entry  0^ 

received  -         -         -         -         -  587 
committed  ....  688 

reported  •  644 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -     .    -  547 

passed  with  amendments  -  S76 
the  laat  amendment  disagreed  to  -  -  S89 
committee  of  eonferaice  ^nxunted  -  -  S9S 
the  Houu  adhere  -         -  -  610 

postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -  610 
snodier  bill  lor  ttie  same  purpose  lecrtved  -  618 
pos^ned  to  the  next  eearion         -         -  618 

Surveyor,  a  bill  to  est^lish  an  annual  salary  Ibr 
die  Surveyor  of  the  port  <tf  Gloucester, 
received  -         -         -         -         -  608 
ordered  to  die  third  reading          -         -  604 
passed  607 
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Sdvies.    (See  Ckrkt  and  Executive.) 
Sinds,  Comfort,  a  bill  for  hU  relief  received  and 

committed          -  SS85 
reported     -      '   •         -         .         -  2S36 

puaed   3340 

Seamen,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  far  rdief  of 
flick  and  dinbled  seamen,  receiTCd  and 
committed  - 
reported  - 

puaed      -         .         -         -  . 
a  bill  to  continue  the  act  for  the  relief  and 
protectioQ  of  American  eeamen,  recaved 
and  committed  - 
reported  -  -  -  - 


3338 
2340 


-  2384 

-  S237 

-  3240 

Secretary  of  the  Senate^  neohitiim  granting  extra 

compenaation  to  the  daks  in  the  office  of  3343 
Soiatora  pnaent  at  the  tnening  of  the  aemon   -  3189 
larther  attendance  of      3191,  3194,  3197,  3198, 
3300,  3303,  8S0S,  3308,  3311,  3331 
inking  Fond,  r^oit  from  the  Comnuarioners 

of  the    -         -         -         -         .  3194 
Socie^  of  United  Brethren.    (See  hand*.) 
Spfd^  b«il,  a  bill  respecting  the  mode  of  nirrend- 
ering  a  defendant  held  to  Bpecial  bail  in 
one  district,  and  afterwaida  arreeted  in  an- 
other, reported  ....  3216 
committed  -         -         -         .  8S17 

-  3336 

-  3328 

-  3239 


reported  with  amendment*  - 

ordered  to  the  diird  reading 


Stamp  duties,  a  bill  to  alter  the  stamp  duties  on 
foreign  bilts  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lad- 
ing, imposed  by  the  act  laying  duties  on 
stamped  vellum,  &c.,  received   •         •  S211 
committed  -  3213 


Tenneesee,  petition  and  memorial  from  the 

latore  of  ihia  State  against  the  eilcMin 
of  the  Oherokea  boondaiy  lilies  pr— ilri 
sod  committed  -         -  - 

a  bai  to  extoid  to  the  district  of  TeansMa 
the  exception  in  the  70tii  aeetioo  of  the 
act  to  provide  fer  the  coUsctkm  of  goods, 
vwrea,  Ac.,  in^orled  into  die  Unilaj 
States,  iqrarted  and  oommittod  - 
(SeeXen^tMAy.) 
Territory,  motion  for  appointing  a  cominittee  to 
inquire  what  tarrtlory  lying  south  and 
southwest  of  Georgia  belongs  to  the  United 
States  and  to  rqiort  a  plan  fat  goraniiBg 
the  same  -         -  - 

motioD  ameaded,  coounitled 
(See  Uitaiuippi') 
Thnon,  motion  for  leave  to  Mng  in  a  Ull  to  da- 
&ie  the  crime  of  treaeoD,  and  to  didiw 
and  pnniah  seditioa  - 
bill  brought  in 


P.ge. 


474 


ttt 


4M 


58S 
»0 


committed  -         -         -         •        -  Ml 


reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 


StoifBon,  Robert,  a  bill  antfioriang  hia  discliarge 
from  impriBonmen^  received 
committed  .         .         .  _ 

reported  ..... 

.T. 
tiMvt  axssioir. 

Trade  of  the  United  Slates,  meaaarea  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the.  (See  Commas  and  Na- 
val Defence.) 

Treaty.    (See  Oreat  Britain.) 

IWsorer  of  the  United  States,  his  accounta  re- 
ceived ..... 

Traamiy,  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller,  received 
and  cotmnitted  .... 
vqMHled  ..... 

sxcoifD  sxssioir. 
Taxes,  a  IhII  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  lax,  re- 
ceived ..... 


3338 
3339 

S333 
S334 
3S88 


17 

81 
83 


reported  ... 

report  contidered  - 

Mil  passed  with  ameodmeBts 

the  Senate  recede  from  the  anMidments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House,  and  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  ISlh 
amendment       .         .         .  . 

the  House  recede  from  the  amendment 

raport  on  the  Mitoloient  trf  the  Mil  - 


S96 
-  600 
601,  60S 

605 


608 
609 
613 


»l 

m 
lis 

SIC 


481 
494 


pawed  -         -         .        .  AH 

amended  t^  the  Honse      -         •        -  607 
amendment  oooenned  in    -  -601 
Treasnrer  of  the  United  Stataib  bis  accounts  re- 
ceived   -  477,  479,  486,  637,  UT,  SfS 
T^eaaoiy  and  War  Departtnenta,  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  making  atleratioM  in  these 
departments,  and  to  alter  and  aoMiid  die  act 
to  establish  dve  office  of  Purveyor  of  PnbUe 
Supplies,  introduced      -  -        .  S98 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 
title  amended  and  the  bill  paased  • 
amended  by  the  House  - 
amendmenta  connoted      -         .  ■ 
report  of  the  committee  ... 
Treaty.    (See  France  and  JbuUam. ) 
Turner,  George,  petition  ofprayingconfinuatioDof 
his  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  bold,  pmentad 
and  committed  .... 
a  bill  reported  .... 

'  TatBs  sssnov. 
Tazewell  Henry,  of  Tiiginia,  Us  death  BonotuKcd 
and  reaolutiona  fer  attending  his  funeral 
adopted       -  -      -      -      .  2S09 

Tennessee,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  giving  efieet 
to  the  lawsof  the  United  States  in  this  Stale, 
reported  -  -  -  -         -  2109 

oommitt  d  >  -  -  .  -2211 
rapoTted  with  amendmenta  .  -  -  Stll 
ordered  to  the  third  readily  ...  ailfi 

paaaed  2217 

Umber,  a  Ull  anttioriiiiig  die  pDrehase  of,  ftr  na- 
val purposes,  received  -  2318 
reported  with  amendmenta  .  .  -  3222 
ordered  to  the  third  reading.  -  -  2232 
passed  .....  222{ 
Troops  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  better  or- 
ganising of,  reported  -  .  .  2204 
motion  to  strike  out  the  3d  section  negatived  2206 
committed  -  2210 
reported  with  amaidmenta  ...  2813 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  22tft 

passed  2217 

amendmenta  of  House  i^md  to  camniues  WS 
report  of  the  committee      -  -  S23t 
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Troops  of  the  United  States — continued.  P^- 
committee  of  conference  ^pointed  -  -  3238 
report  <^  the  committee  agreed  to  -  3S39 

Tonwr  Qeorge,  his  deporition  in  the  caae  of  Wm. 

Blount  S876 

V. 

ncoKD  uinoR. 

Dnfiniihedbannaii,  a  committee  on,  ^ipoiiited   -  474 
nporti  from  tiie  committae  -         -       47fi,  476 

V. 

FiasT  ISBBIOa. 
Vice  Praident,  obtains  leave  of  absence  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session  -  •  37 
Vellnm,  Parchmeut,  &c.    (See  Dutiet.) 

BXCOITD  BBSSIOH. 

Vanghan  John,  hiB  petition  praying  an  allowtnoe  * 
for  lossea  sustained  on  a  depoeite  of  bullion 
in  the  Mint,  in  consequence  of  intervening 

regulationa — laid  on  the  table      -         -  638 

a  tall  for  his  relief  received  from  the  House  -  678 

oonunitted  -  &70 

npoitad    .....  081 

jeeomoutted         -        -        -        -  584 

reported    -  -  60S 

third  leadtngof  &e  bill  •  -  •  6lS 
moUon  to  poetpcaie  further  oonstderation  to  the 

next  session  -  616 

the  bill  lost-  -  '  •  -  616 

petitioner  has  leave  to  wididraw  his  papers  -  619 
y ellom  4«.    (See  Du  ties. ) 
Vice  PicMdeoC  excused  from  forther  attendance  for 

the  remainder  of  the  tomoq       -         -  591 
VfapniSi  the  wnoidment  to  the  Constitutum  re- 

apeetiog  the  suability  of  States  ratified  bj  -  604 

TBIBO  SBSSIOlr. 

Vnghau  John,  petition  off  preaented     >         •  3816 
Vermont,  a  Inll  to  amend  toe  act  for  giving  effect 
to  the  laws  of  Ibe  United  States  within  - 
this  Htate  reported         -         -         .  StS6 
tide  amended  and  the  Ull  passed    -         -  S331 

W. 

FIBBT  ausiov. 
White  RL  Rev.  Bishop  elected  Chaplain  -  -10 
Winaa,  &c.    (!»ee  Duties.) 

tXGOND  SEBSIOF. 

Wariiington,  ^neral,  his  letter  to  the  President 
accepting  the  qipointment  of  Lieutenant 
General  and  Comaiander-in-Cbief  of  the 
Aniiiee<rf' the  Umted  States       -        -  631 
Waalungton  City,  a  bill  makiagapprt^riationsfer 
comfdeting  the  buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Government,  received         -  636 
committed  -         -         -         -         -  536 

lepwted  -       ......  683 

ordered  to  third  reading  ...  537 
passed  -  539 

Western  Lands.    (See  Landt) 

White,  Rt.  Rev.  Bisht^,  elected  Chaplain         -  471 
Widows  and  Or|^aii%  a  bill  mddnf  {mniaioik 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  d  decaaied 
officers,  received  -  -  fill 

oommitted  -  .  -  .  -  SIS 
reported  -  514 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  S16 
paased  with  an  anwndmeDt  -  ftl9 
5th  Con.— 127 


Widows  and  Orphans — continued.  Page, 

amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  518 

*  the  Senate  recede  -  619 
Williams*  Elie.  a  bill  authoriang  the  cmveyanoe 

<^  a  certain  tract  of  land  to,  received       -  601 

committed  -  698 

reported  and  passed-         ...  6ig 
Wilson,  Philip,  bis  peUlion  pnying  compensa- 
tion  fer  the  loss  of  a  ship,  dlic.,  destroyed 
the  British  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  laid 

on  Oie  table-      -                   -         -  604 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State     -         -  508 

THtmn  aasaioa. 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  abill  fix  his  relief  received    -  SSI9 
committed  ...  -  -  3331 

repor'^  and  ordered  lo  the  third  leading     -  8380 
White,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop,  elected  Chaplain        -  3191 
Western  Reaerve  (rf^  Connectictit.  (See  CofUMc- 
iieut.) 

WiUiama,  Enion,  his  petition  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  privilege  of  manub^uring  salt 
from  tluB  salt  spriiqp  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  prawn  ted  and  referred  -         -  8807 

Y. 

FIRST  BBSSIOIf. 

Yeaa  and  Nays — on  the  motion  to  expunge  a  cer- 
tain paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  aniwer 
to  the  Presidenl'B  Addr<  as  -         -  IS 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  certain  words  from 
the  motion  for  referring  to  a  select  comnut^ 
tee  so  much  of  the  PreiideDt's  ^teech  as  re- 
spects the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
system  of  national  defence  •         -  16 

on  the  bill  for  rii^iag  an  additional  corps  of 
artillery  and  engineers     -  -  -18 

on  the  motion  to  expui^e  certain  words  from 
the  &st  sectioo  trf  the  lull  for  the  ^otec- 
tion  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States   -  18 

on  the  other  quesdotis  c(moerning  the  lull    1 0,  SO 

on  ita  passage  •  SS 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  cwpa  of 
li)^t  dragoons    -  •         -         -  SS 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  ihe  defence  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States    -  84 

on  the  bill  to  enable  the  Prendent,  under  cer- 
tain reMrictions,  to  raise  a  provisiMial 
army  -         -         -  SS 

on  die  motion  to  expunge  the  first  section  of 
the  Ull  to  authonxe  the  President  to  hy, 
r^latt^  and  revoke  »n*>aigoea    .  88 

on  the  passag'i  of  the  IhU    -         -         -  SO 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress     -  30 

on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to 
prevent  the  arming  of  private  ships         -  86 

cAi  the  t-ill  laying  duties  on  itunped  vellum, 
parchment  and  ps^r     -         -  -86 

(m  an  amendment  to  the  appropriation  bill  -  87 

on  the  motion  to  poetpooe  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  case  of  Wm.'Blountto  the  next  session  41 

on  the  question  of  freeing  to  said  report     •  44 
sacoH'D  sKssiea. 
Yeas  and  Nays — on  the  IhII  audtorisng  tbe  pqr- 
meot  ofccrtiun  Euns  of  money  to  die  ianf^ 
ten  ^  die  tele  CooBt  lie  Gma  -        -  486 
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TcMsnd  Nays—  Page, 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  suspend, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  for  regulating  foreign  coins    -  -  4S8 

OD  the  passage  of  the  bill  -  489 
OD  the  motioD  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  of  last  session  Uying  duties 
on  staiuped  veHam,  parchment,  and  paper-  490 
on  the  iDOtion  to  restore  the  second  section 
of  ttie  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
lajing  duties  on  distilled  sfHiits  and  on 

stills  493 

on  adhering  to  an  amendment  to  said  bill     -  483 
oo  the  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  a  moi  ioD  proposing  amendments  to  the 
CoDstitation      -  494 
OD  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  mode 
(rf*  adminiitCTing  otiha  in  etsea  of  im- 
peachment       -        .         -        -  fi03 
on  fixing  a  daj  ftr  Oie  eonadoatioii  of  the 
bill  for  regulating  proceedings  in  cases  of 
impeachment      -         .         .         -  MS 
oo  the  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  to 

the  3d  section  of  said  bill  -         -  &08 

on  other  qaestions  of  amendment  to  the  bill  -  SU9 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations to  defray  expenses  of  hoUilkg  * 
treaty  with  certain  Indians  -  -  607 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  rules  of  proceeding  in  the 
case  fit  th*  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  -  614 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  an  amica- 
ble settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia,  and 
to  establish  a  GoTcmment  in  the  Mississip- 
pi Tetriioiy,  and  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  615 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  offi- 
cers      -  -  -  .516 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  furihet  coosid- 

•ntion  of  the  bill  -         -         -  618 

«  receding  from  an  amendment  to  said  bill  -  619 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  mining  an 
nopriation  for  support  of  the  Goreminent 
for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  -         -         -  .631 
on  the  motion  to  expange  the  3d  sectiun  of 
the  bill  providiLg  the  means  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse -  631 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  grant  of  lands  to  8te- 
{dien  Monot  and  other  inhabitants  of  Gal- 
Kopotis  -  -633 
on  the  Inll  for  the  relief  of  the  1^1  reprcaent- 

atimoflliomBsClaik  -         -         -  634 
<m  the  IhD  ^ving  assent  of  Coi  gress  to  an  act 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachasetts   -  636 
on  the  bill  to  enable  the  ('resident  to  purchase 

or  lease  one  or  more  foundries  -  688 

on  a  reacrintion  respecting  the  expediency  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  veascls  of  the  Uni  - 
ted  Slates  other  than  those  employed  in  the 
eoastiog  trade  and  fisheries  -  -  6S1 
cm  an  amendmentto  the  bill  ^  proride  an  ad- 
ditional armament  ...  638 
ODitapaasage  -  688 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  conaderatioD 
tS  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the 
Bextseaabn  -  646 

ea  afraeiag  to  Oe  ameodoeata  .  647 


Yeas  and  Nays—  Page, 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  pro. 

vide  an  additional  armament        -  -  &9S 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  making  ap(m>- 
priations  for  completing  the  public  build- 
ings in  the  city  of  Washington    -  -  637 
on  llw  passage  of  ihe  bill    -  -  689 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  instmctiona  to 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -  .  6S8 
on  ttie  bill  to  establiA  the  Nny  Dqnrtment  541 
on  the  third  reading  <^  the  bill  to  enable  the 

President  to  raise  a  provisional  army  -  644 
on  an  ammdmont  and  on  ita  paasaga  -  646 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  ameDdniMils  of 

the  House        ....  661 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above        -  664 
on  the  motion  to  make  it  a  standing  rule,  that 
no  Senator  shall  give  or  receive  a  vudt  from 
any  foreign  minister  or  agent,  without  leave 
and  cwaent  of  the  Senate  •         -  560 

on  the  reeolDtioa  authortiing  Mr.  Kncknsy 
to  accept  certain  presents  offered  him  b;  die 
Govenunenta  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  -  66S 
on  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protectioii  of 

the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  U.  States  -  668 
<»i  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  above  act  -  683 
on  the  bill  further  to  protect  the  commeice  of 

the  United  States  -         -         -  601 

on  the  7lhsertionof  the  bill  eoDoenung  aliens  666 
on  o^ber  oiwatMms  relative  to  said  bill     666,  667, 
668,  689»  673,  676 
on  the  paasage  of  ttie  Ull    -         .         -  579 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  anting  qipro- 
priations  for  support  of  the  Military  EMah- 
lishment  -  673 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  iotacoorse 

with  France  and  the  dependencies  thereof*  678 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  establish  an'  uniform  rule  of  nato- 
ralization  ....  677 

on  the  passage  tit  the  bill    -         .         -  678 
on  an  amen£nent  to  the  tnll  to  authorite  the 
President  to  accept  armed  vends  oAred  for 
the  nee  of  the  United  States       -  678,679 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill    -  580 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  a  naval 
armament,  and  the  act  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident to  purchase  a  number  of  small  ves- 
sels to  be  equipped  as  galleys       -  -  683 
on  theacttoauthoriie  tbe  defence  of  merchant 

vessFb  against  French  depiedationa  -  684 
on  Uie  third  reading  of  the  IhU  to  punirii  ftaoda 

on  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States  •  685 

on  dwpaaseigeof  the  Ull    .         .         -  586 
on  agreeing  to  the  enactii^  clause  in  die  InII 
declaring  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  France  void    -  687 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill    -  688 
on  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  define 
tbe  crime  of  treason,  and  to  define  and  pun- 
ish the  cri'i  e  of  sedition  -  -  -  690 
on  committing  the  bill       ...  681 
on  the  third  reading          ...  687 
<m  mottuis  to  amend  the  bill,  on     passage  608 
«i  amending  Ihe  amendments  of  the  Honae  -  600 
on  sundry  motion*  relative  to  the  bill  to  regu- 
late tbe  landing  of  French  pasaengers  and 
other  foreigners  arriving  in  Ihe  U.  States  601^  604 
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Yem  and  ITayt— 

on atnendineiits  to  the  IhII  to  provide  ibrtho 
Toluatioii  of  lands  and  dwelling-luniiea, 
and  the  cnameiatum  ni  the  dIaTCB  in  the 
United  States     -         -  6»4»  S95,  696 

oa  the  pamge  oftbe  Utl    -  -  597 

on  the  bill  limiting  the  time  within  which 
-  claima  against  the  United  (States  for  credits 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  be  pre- 
sented for  allowance      -  598 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  Territory  NorUiwest  (tf 
the  Ohio  riTor    -  •        -  600 

<«i  agre^g  to  a  pert  <tf  the  rqwit  on  the  Inll 
to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax      -         •  603 

«D  amendments  to  the  bill  -  ■       -       608,  608 

on  amendmoits  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident to  boiTow  money  for  the  public  ser- 
vice     -         -  -       604,  606 

on  the  bill  for  encourag^g  the  capture  of 
French  ormed  vessels     -  606 

on  the  bill  making  fniAet  aiqpnpriatiMUi  fin- 
an  tdditional  naval  armament     -         -  610 

tm  poaqioiiing  die  cnuddaration  of  the  eensua 
Idl  to  the  tmt  f  essioo    •         -  •611 

on  the  UU  to  augment  the  army     -         -  61) 

OD  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
liefof  John  Voi^tun     -         -  -612 

on  postpomng  it  to  the  next  aaerion  -         -  616 
its  passage       -         •         -         -    6 1 6 

on  suspendbg  the  13th  rule  -         •  613 

on  jo^MniDg  the  conaidentioa  of  the  bill  re- 
Biectipg  the  balances  doe  the  individiul 
States    -        -        -        -        •  61S 

on  the  pwaage  of  the  bill    -        -        -  617 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  hill  to  alter  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress     -  614 

on  suspending  the  13th  role  -  615 

on  the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  acceptance  of  the  cession,  by 
^le.  State  of  Cwmecticat,  of  the  tenitoiy 
ciaied  the  Western  Sewrve  -  3189 


Yeas  and  Nays— 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  -         -  8837 

on  its  passage       -         .         .         _  2S80 

on  an  amendment  to  the  cenaua  bill  -         -  SS08 

on  the  bill  for  the  puntahment  of  certain 
crimen  therein  specified  -         -         .  3906 

on  the  motioD  to  strike  out  the  Becood  section 
of  (he  l»ll  for  the  better  organizing  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  States         -         -  3808 

on  the  bill  reepecUng  the  balances  due  by  the 
individual  States  -         -         -  2310 

on  the  motions  to  expunge  the  4th  and  6th 
aedions  td  the  bill  further  to  anapeifd  com- 
merdal  inteicoarse  with  France^  and  the 
d^iendeneies  thneof      -■         -   3313, 3318 

on  motboB  to  amrad  said  Kll,  and  on  its  pas- 
sage  3314 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  8th  rection  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  providmg  fot  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  Territoiy  Northvreat  of 
Uie  Ohio  -  3316 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  Pnaident  of  the  United  State*  m  cer- 
tun  cases         •  -        .-  3318 

on  amendments  to  the  hill  giving  evflntnil  au- 
thority to  the  President  to  augment  the 
army    -  3333 

on  the  passage  of  the  lull   -         -         -  3334 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  augment 
the  salaries  of  the  prindpil  officers  of  the 
Executive  Deportments  -  8339 

on  the  passage  of  the  hill  •         -        -  3380 

on  Ml  amendment  to  the  UIl  to  estsUiah  the 
Peat  Office       -         -         .         .  8386 

on  die  third  reading  of  the  tnll  to  aothoriie  a 
detaebmeotof  diemMitis  -        -        -  3389 

on  an  amendment  to  the  IhII         -         -  SSil 

on  the  resolution  granting  extra  compensstioa 
to  the  principal  and  eogrossing  clao^  in  the 
office  of  the  Seaetary  of  the  tienate        -  3343 

on  two  resolutions  re^tec  ing  the  impeacba- 
bilily  of  WUIiun  Bloant  -3818 
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Addreaa,  the  Preaitleot's,  at  the  (^oing  of  the  aee- 

■ion     -------  64 

Adjoanimeot,  nooUitioo  pn^Kwing  to  adjooni  on 

Uth  Jane,  laid  m  the  table   -      .      .  S38 

tiflM  ahend  to  the  S8(h     -      •             -  8S8 
rewdation  from  the  Soiate  fixing  a  time  tar, 

diragreedto-             -      -      -      -  400 

reeolatiim  for  adjourning  (»  lOthJulj,  agned 

to   468 

Agent   (8ee  British  debts.) 
Agents,  bill  directing  the  appointment  of  agents 
in  relation  to  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty 

with  Great  Britain,  reported  -  314 

onfereil  to  be  engroesed     ....  333 

pavad   334 

the  amendmenta  of  the  Senate  ^aagned  to  -  891 
AUao,  Mr.,  of  ConnedioDl^  on  Oia  anawer  to  the 

Pnaideot's  addicw  •      -    S19,  S38 

on  defeosire  measures  ....  296 
on  the  bill  for  protecticnof  thepor.s  and  har- 

bon  of  the  United  Statri       ■     306,  810, 322 
«n  'he  bill  for  the  protection      the  tnde  of 

the  United  States   383 

on  stamp  duties       -  403 
on  the  dotiea  oa  salt  .....  441 
Anawer  to  the  President's  Speech,  a  ctmunittee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  it      -      -      •      -  60 
committee  has  leave  to  nt  during  the  seiHon 

of  the  House      .....  68 

the  answer  repealed  .....  67 
amendments  propoaed      -      -      -      69, 136 

r^ected  -                                           .  193 

odier  amendments  proposed      -      -      -  194 

anawer  adopted  as  amended       •       -      -  333 

delivered   236 

Pnaideot's  reply   S37 

Appropriatioo^  communication  lirom  the  Secretary 

of  die  TreasQiy,  calling  for  additional      •  386 
tall  making  additional,  for  the  year  seventeen 

hundred  and  nine^-seven,  rented  -      -  408 

delwted   438 

etdered  to  be  engnwed     ....  440 

pasaed   .441 

amended  by  the  Senate      ....  447 

aowndment  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  46S 
Anus,  unmunitien,  Ac,  a  resolution  to  pndtibit 

the  eiportation  of  •       .       .      -      .  389 


Anns,  ammunition,  Ac — eontintted-  Page, 
a  Inll  for  the  same  purpose,  recMTOd  fiom  the 

Senate   »47 

ordered  to  be  le  engrosaad  -      .      .      -  S58 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  36S 

pissed   367 

reeolnlion  calling  on  the  Pieaidnit  for  a  re- 
turn of  araiB        -      -      -      •  .381 

auqpended       ------  4M 

resolution  for  the  purdiase  of  arms     -      -  989 
committed  831 
report  laid  on  the  table      -       .       .       .  877 
Artillerists  and  engineeng^  a  trill  for  railing  an  addi- 
tional coipa  of,  ncored  -      -      -      .  366 
conunitted       ......  368 

disagreed  to     -----      -  347 

resolution  calling  on  tJie  Secretary  of  War  for 
an  account  of  the  number  now  in  eer^oe, 

and  the  posts  at  which  they  are  stationed  -  331 

call  answered  ......  334 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  elected    .      .      .      .  5X 

■BCOBo  sssnov. 

Abrogation  of  treaties.    (See  Franee.") 
Absent  members,  resolntioa  for  lefuatng  leave  of 
absence  to  member^  ezcqit  in  caaas  of  sidc- 

ness  1558 

hid  on  the  table      -      -  -    ■  -  15S9 

negatived        ......  i870 

Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  report  on  the 

memorial  of  •      -      -      -      -      .  1771 

a  bill  granting  additional  compensatioD  to,  n- 
ported  .......  1773 

pasaed  1788 

Accountant  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

establish  this  olfice,  received  -  3138 
title  altered,  and  the  bill  pafsed  -      -  -3174 
Accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi. 
vtdual  States  ;  a  resolution  req>ecling  the 
balances  reported  to  be  due  bgr  the  individ  - 
ual  States,  laid  on  the  table   -  -  3087 

committed  sng 
reported  3138 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  Uie  report  r^ortadoid 
committed    ......  3173 

passed  8176 

rejected  by  tiw  Senate      ...  .3183 
Acts  of  Limitation,  report  respecting  the  expedi- 
ency of  exempting  certain  claims  from  the 
operation  of  thie  acts  ot  limitation,  commit- 
ted  683 

rq>orted  703 
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Acta  of  Limitation — continued.  Page, 
debate  thereon  706 
report  from  the  SecFotuy  of  War  on  the  tab- 

ject^reonved       .      -      .      •       -  813 
resolotioDs  reported  by  the  ctxninittee  -      -  1046 

agreed  to-   1040 

Aiinatt  the  Preadent*s,  at  the  opcnhigirf  the  sas- 

sion  680 

motion  for  preparing  an  answer  -  686 
agreed  to-      ------  637 

cfHBQuttee  appointed  to  prepare  it  -  638- 
report  of  the  committee    '  -      -      -      -  648 

debated  646 

agreed  to-      ------  647 

anawer  preaented — Preaident's  reply  -  -  663 
Addiewa  approving  the  conrae  of  the  Prarident  in 

the  negotiatitHu  witti  France  1633,  1654,  1630, 

1683 

Adjournment,  resolution  proposing  to  adjourn  on 

the  14tb  of  June,  laid  on  the  table  -      -  1640 

negatived  1864 

reaolulion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
a  time  premier  for  adjonnuDg,  laid  on  the 

table  1876 

debated  1877 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  ai^nted  -  1878 
report  of  the  oonunittea     -  -      -  1926 

aipwedto  -  3038 

rawrfutiOD  fbr  adjourning  on  ^e  3d  of  July, 

laid  on  the  table   3083 

amendment  of  the  i^enate  altering  the  time  to 

thel6lhofJoty,agi«edto      -      -      -  3139 
the  adjournment      -  3186 
Aliena,  reeolulion  forbidding  aliens  hdding  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  under  the 
Unitad  States,  debated  -      -      -      -  1870 

omnmitted  1671 

nididrawn  1673 

reacdDtion  tar  the  removal  or  apimhouion  of 
aliens,  natives  of  countriea  at  war  w  th  the 
United  Stales,  committed  -  -  -  1681 
reaolation  instructing  the  committee  to  report 
what  meastirea  should  be  taken  to  remove 
aliens  and  seditiona  persons,  laid  on  the 

table  1726 

agreedto  1771 

a  lall  Teepectnig  dien  menamt  rworted     -  1778 

dAatad  1785 

ordered  to  third  readhig-   -      -      -      •  1793 

farther  debated  1798 

bUl  recommitled  1796 

reported  1898 

debated   3084 

ordered  to  Ae  tbtid  readii^       -      -      -  3086 

peased   8049 

Senate  amendments  agreed  to  -  -  -  8088 
a  bill  oouceming  aUens,  received  from  the 

Senate  1896 

debated  -  1978,  1996,  3005 

paand   -  S08S 

Abacuider,  WilHain,  apart  on  the  petition 

agreed  to  845 

UUfbrhia  relief  reported  -      .      -      -  864 

paa«d  1043 

Allan.  Mr.,  of  Connecticat,  on  the  Quaker  memo- 
rial  668 

on  the  Acta  of  Limitation  -  709,  7]0,  716 
oD  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    -  774 


Allen,  Mr. — continued.  Pige. 

on  the  foreign  intercouree  bill  -  -  -  854 
oa  telations  with  France  1867,  1368,  1860,  1868, 

8118 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  States  ...  -  1473,  1476 
on  the  NatonUzation  law  -  -  1678,  1680 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisioDBl  army  -  1765 
on  the  Inll  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  ■  1 93S 
on  seditious  practices  -      -      -  1970 

on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Establishment  3089, 

3090,  3091 

on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes     -  8093 
Amendments.    (See  ConsiUutum.) 
American  seamen,  rqwrt  on  the  operation  of  the 

act  for  rdief  and  pnrteetion  of,  committed  639 

debated  656 

committee  apptnnted  to  bring  in  i  hiU  fi>r  the 

reUefof  788 

bill  reported  809 

amendments  proposed       ...       -  1085 

bill  recommitted  1068 

resolution  for  appointing  a  conmiittee  to  re- 
port what  further  measures  are  necessary 
to  enable  the  Prendent  to  afford  to  those 
detained  in  foreign  countries  the  means  of 
returning  home     -      -      -      -      -  1688 
Answer  to  the  President's  Speech.  (See  Address.') 
Appropriations,  report  on  the  subject  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
nine^-eagfat  -       ■      -      .   786,  789,  818 
a  bill  makiag  partial  appropriatioDa  for  die 
year  aeventeen  hondted  and  nine^  dgh^ 

reported  797 

paaaed  801 

a  bill  providing  for  the  dvil  expensee  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  nine^-eight,  reported  and  oom.- 
mitted  -      -      -      -      -  880 

reported  -       -       -       -  846 

bill  making  aj^ri^iriatiaia  for  the  aerviee  ttf 
the  year  aeventeen  hondred  and  ninety- 

eigbt,  reported  908 

ordered  to  be  engrossed     ....  1080 

paased    -------  1031 

bill  makmg  iftprt^mationfl  for  the  nipport  of 
the  new  regiment  of  aitiUeiy  and  engineera  1899, 

1978 

passed   3006 

a  bill  making  certain  additional  appropsia- 
tions,  paased  -      -      -  3176 

Armed  vessels,  inetnictiona  to  commanders  of    -  1788 

laid  on  the  table  17B4 

debated  -  IW 

committed  1818 

reported  1818 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  Preaidoit  to  Koept 
such  armed  vpsaels  as  may  be  (^red  for 
the  public  service  -----  1938 
Arma  and  ammunition,  a  bill  to  cmtinue  the  act 

to  prohibit  the  ezpoztiUion  of,  reported     -  1840 
ordered  to  third  reading    -  1876 
 1886 


Army,  a  toll  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the 
President  to  raiae  a  provisional  army,  de- 
bated  15S6 

coffimitted  IMS 
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Arm; — continued . 

Comtnittee  of  ihe  Whole  diBcharged,  and  the 

IhU  rererred  to  a  letect  ctHuniUee  -  -  1 66 1 
nported  16M 

dOMei   1631,  1701 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  1770 

pa»Kd  1772 

a  biil  nipplemnitarr  to  the  abon,  reported  -  1916 

debated  1983,  1939 

Pa»ed  1964 

a  rewlntion  respecting  the  expediency  of  aug- 
meniing  the  provirional  anny*  laid  tm  thn 

table  -  2084 

conumtted  212s 
a  bill  lo  aogment  the  United  Btatm  Army, 

reported  2114 

dduted   .......  2139 

(See,  aUo,  Military  B^abUskment.) 

Artides  of  Impeachment  <tf  WSliam  Bloimt     -  948 

ArtiUeristfl  and  engineers,  nstdutioo  for  rainng  an 

additional  corps  of        ....  13^3 

d^led  -  1402 
agreed  to  and  a  bill  (»dered       •      -  -1413 
bOt  reported     ......  1413 

debated  1416 
ordered  to  the  ttiird  reading  -  1426 
P«ed  1427 

Aitl.    (6ee  Utefui  Arts.) 

Attorney  General,  resolution  for  granting  him  the 

franking  privilege  -  828 
bill  tot  that  purpose,  reported  -  -  -  981 
amended  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  ~  1033 
pMWd  1034 

Atipoiz,  Pierre,  report  on  the  petition  of,  consid- 
ered  1414 

a  Irill  for  his  relief  reported  -  1426 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  isss 

THUD  siaaioiT. 
Aceoanta.    (See  Bahneet.) 
^ddreai,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 

■esHOQ  3430 
committee  q>pmnted  to  prepare  an  answer  -  2435 
ansvrer  reported       .....  2437 

presented         -  2442 
President's  reply       -  2443 
Alien  and  sedition  laws,  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  published 
and  disiribnted  a  certain  number  of  copies 
(tf  the  acU  "respecting  alien  enemies," 
and  '*  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  poniah- 
ment  of  certain  crinMB,"  laid  on  the  table  2427 
taken  up  and  debated       -      -        2439,  3445 
negatived  2456 
potions  and  addresses  for  the  repeal  of  the 
hwa  so  called,  presented  and  referred  2785,  2795, 
3807,  2906,  2907,  2934,  3955,  2959,  2986 
debate  on  the  reference  of  an  address  from 

Virginia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  laws     -  2798 
referred  .......  2802 

debate  on  the  reference  of  a  petition  from 

natives  of  Ireland  for  the  same  object     -  3884 
lefijned  SQgfi 
d^)e  on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  said  petitions  and 
to  refer  them  to  a  select  committee  -       -  28B6 
motion  earned  and  select  committee  appointed  3MS 
debate  on  the  reftaeooe  of  an  addreas  firom 
Pannqrivania       ~      .      .      .      .  3957 


Alien  and  sedition  lews — continued.  Page> 
referred  .......  3959 

report  of  tiu)  select  committee  made  and  com- 
mitted  .....       .      .  3956 

debate  on  it     -  -       -       .       .  3995 

Aliens,  resolution  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  re- 
peal the  Uws  of  last  searion  respecting 
aliens  3993 
agreed  to         ....       -  3003 

Allen,  Mr.,  of  Ctmnectieut,  im  stamp  dn  ies  -  2569 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  anthori^  369^  3704 
on  the  ii:otion  for  printing  the  deqiatdies  from 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -  •  2729 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  ...  2800 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon,  d 

Vermont,  from  the  House  ...  S9t^ 
on  the  bill  authoriung  a  detachment  from  the 

militia   2976 

Amendments.    (See  Constitution.) 
American  seamen.    (See  Seamen.) 
Answer  to  President'a  Speech.    (See  AddrtsM.) 
Appropriation^  a  bill  makinj^  for  the  year  aeveo- 

teen  hundred  sod  Qtoely-nine,  reputed  -  2791 
ordered  to  the  tiiird  lea^ng       ...  2960 

paaaed   2978 

a  bill  making  additional  for,  reported     1799,  3986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  8091 
passed  8033 
Army,  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  eventual  au- 
thor!^ to  Ihe  President  to  angment  the 
Army,  explained  and  committed     -      -  2936 
debate  on  it     ......  8033 

Arnold  Thomas,  a  bill  for  lus  relief  reported     -  3090 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  a  reeolutioa  for  in- 
creasing his  salary  agreed  to^  and  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  ordered  to  be  brought  in      -  8031 
bin  reported     -      -    '  -      -      .      .  80X3 


B. 


FIHST  8KSBtO^. 

Baldwin,  Mr.,  of  Geo^ia,  on  the  arswcr  to  the 

President's  Speedi       -      -      97,  306,  314 

on  defensive  measure*       -  343,  347 

on  the  Inlt  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States       -       -      -  318 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additioual  corps  of 
artillery  343 

on  stamp  duties       -      -      .      .      .  430 

on  additional  appropriatioBs  .  -  .  439 
Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech      -      -      -      -  318 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and 

harbors  of  the  United  States        -      818,  319 
Beckley,  John,  nominated  for  Clerk  of  the  House  51 

vote  for-       -       -  '  -93 

Blount,  Thomas,  of  North  CaroHna,  on  the  an- 
swer to  the  Preetdrnt'sSpeedi      -      -  335 

on  defensive  measures        -       .       -    283,  384 

requisitiou  for  militia  .....  288 

on  appointing  a  Conunittee  of  Ways  and 
Means   397,  288 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bon  of  the  United  States       •  .  299 

on  the  bill  autboiinng  a  detadiment  from  the 
militia   386,  887,  338 

on  atamp  duties       ....    401,  404 
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Blount,  Thomai^  of  N.  Carolina — continued.  Page, 
a  letter  from  him  to  &e  Speaker,  asking  to  be 
excused  from  voting  upon  the  resolution  re- 
lative to  the  impeachment  of  bis  brother, 
William  Blount,  of  Tennessee       -      -  458 
i«  excused       ------  489 

Blotmt,  William,  Senator  from  Tennessee^  re«olu- 

Intion  for  impeachipg  him«  reported  -      -  448 
agreed  to  -      -      -      -      -      -      -  459 

neolutioii  fiHT  qipointing  n  oomtnittee  to  pre- 
pare aitielea  of  nnpeMdunent   -  -  483 
committee  appointed         -      -      -      -  464 

proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
impeachment       ....      -  466 

(See,  alao.  Index  to  proeeedmga  of  the 
Senate.') 

Bnot,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech        -      -    S07,  219,  »%9 
Biitiah  debts,  resolution  for  ai^iointing  an  agent . 
toattmd  to  the  interests  of  American  eiti- 
lena  in  rdatioa  to  the  aettlement  of  -      -  SSS 

taken  up  -      -      -      -      -      -      -  291 

referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  29S 
Brooks,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  answer  to  the 

Pleaidenfa  Speech        -      -      -      -  109 

OD  tlw  bin  to  prohilat  the  exportation  of  arms, 
Ac.  218,  24S,  251 

on  defensiTe  measures       -  276,  288,  29S 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States     901.  303,  310,  311, 
S12,  317,  318,  324 

OD  the  bill  fbrraiang  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tiUei7    326,  346 

on  ttie  Inll  to  anttiorixe  the  Pieddent  to  pro- 
yUe  gallejs  or  smalt  nasela  for  the  public 
service-  -  340 

OD  the  bill  ibr  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
the  United  Sutes  -       -     363,  367,  S6S,  384 

on  stamp  duties        -      387,  394.  399,  422,  427 

on  the  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  466,  468,  468 

sxcoirs  sxsaioir. 

Balances  due  hy  the  individoal  States.   (See  Ae- 

eoanta. ) 

Baldwin,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  oa  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  eMabllA  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  -      -      -  644 

on  the  rdeienee  (rfthe  Praridenfs  Speech  -  604 
cm  the  acts  of  lindtatioo  ...  -  718 
on  Ibrngn  coins  -      -      -  781 

on  the  Mil  for  the  protection  of  ttie  commerce 

of  the  United  States  -  -  .  -  771 
on  the  bill  providing  the  means  of  intercourse 

wiih  foreign  nations  ....  862 
on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  limits  with 

Georgia  ...  -  1279,  1304 
on  relatims  with  France  -  -  1320,  1361 
on  the  IhU  for  &e  defence  of  the  porta  and 

harbnrs  of  the  United  States  -  .  -  13S6 
on  the  bill  finr  raising  a  providonal  army  -  1631 
letters  of  marqne,  dec.  -  -  -  -  (886 
seditious  practices  -  1967 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  -  -  2003 
Bank  the  United  Slates,  a  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  frauds  on,  received  -  -  -  2038 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  3038 
PBsnd  S049 
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Bankruptcy,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  uniform  system 

of  648 

committee  appointed  -      -      -  644 

number  of  the  committee  increased      -      -  68S 
thdr  report      -  786 
withdrawn      ......  788 

again  presented        .....  796 

committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill    -      -  797 
IhII  reported  and  committed       ...  979 
Bayard,  Mr.,  cf  Delaware,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech        -      •      -    646,  647 
on  ^e  Quaker  memorial   -      -      -    664,  660 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  danghlars 

of  the  late  Count  De  Grasse   -       -      .  794 
on  the  bill  providing  the  means  of  fineign  in- 
tercoarae      .....  898,  1918 

wi  the  case  of  Griswcdd  and  I^on        1064,  1066 
on  rules  of  the  House        ....  1S91 

on  relations  with  France   ....  1369 

on  presents  to  ministers    1683,  1686,  1689,  179S 
on  additional  revenue       -      -        1S97,  1699 
on  the  naturalization  law   ....  1779 

on  the  bill  respeclingalien  enemies  I7S6,  1788,  2008 
on  the  protection  of  commerce   -        1827,  1838 
on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels      -      -  1004 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia    -  1931 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  loll  to  ruse 

a  provisional  amy        -       1036,  1944,  1047 
on  seditious  practices        ....  196S 

on  the  abrogation  of  treati^      ...  8138 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend commerdal  intercourse  with  France  -  8107 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes     -  8138 
Bills  of  credit,  report  on  the  potion  of  Bondiy  hold* 

en  of,  deflated  1849 

agreed  to-------  1868 

Blount,  Thona^  of  North  Cuolina,  on  the  Qqa- 

ker  manual       -      .      .      .    666, 068 
on  the  lull  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  deceased  officers       ....  811 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  haibors 
ofthe  United  Sts'es      -      ■        1384,  1896 
Blount,  William,  late  Senator  fromTenne»ee,  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
session  to  collect  evidence  to  substantiate 
die  charges  against  him  -  678 
reading    documents  referred  to  in  the  report  677 
die  report  dtc.,  laid  on  the  table       -      -  679 
nssdution  dire^ing  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment  and  to 
report  said  articles  -      ....  809 

resolution  laid  on  the  table        ...  810 
motion  to  take  it  up  -       -       -       -       -  880 

motion  withdrawn    .....  681 

renewed  -  837 

postponed  -830 

a  supplementary  report  from  the  committee  -  847 
a  further  report       .....  800 

the  artidea  (d  impeacbment  mwrted   -      .  010 
debated   .......  947 

managers  of  the  impeaehmant  lypMnled  063,  0S7 
the  articles  of  in^eacbment  sent  up  to  die 

Senate  969 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  the  cas^  racaved  1 148 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  1144 
rssolutious  reported  .....  1876 
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Bkmn^  Wm.  oS  Teniwoo  continned.  Page. 
n^MftoF  a  committee  of  conference  thereon  -1419 
rewlution  recrived  from  the  Senate  in  relation 

to  altering  the  return  Jay  of  the  rommons  1436 
another  report  on  the  case  -      -      -      -  1659 
(See,  also,  Index  to  proceedingi  of  the 
Senate.) 

breach  of  privily  :  a  Committee  of  Privileges  ip 

pointed,  and  a  reaolution  for  expelling  Mr. 

Lyon,  of  Vermont  for  an  aawult  npoa  Mr. 

Chimrold,  of  Connecticut,  referred  thereto  9S5 
lhaoonunitlee  hai  leave  to  lit  during  the  aea- 

^oftheHouM  9&8 

a  letter  from  Mr  Lyon  referred  to  the  eom- 

mittee  9S9 

report  of  the  committee  -  -  -  -  961 
debate  on  it  -  -  -  964.  966.  969,  970 
a  motion  to  amend  the  resolution  reported  hy 

the  committee  -      -       -      -  996 

agreed  to  907 

a  letter  from  Mr.  Chapman,  tjS  Venwrnt,  to 

the  chairman  rftha  eominittee  -  -  999 
another  motion  to  amend  the  rewlution      -  1003 

negatived  lOOS 

vote  on  the  resolutim  for  expelling  Mr.  Lym  1008 
rejected,  two-thinls  not  oonctuiing  -  -  1009 
the  teetimony  in  the  case  -  -  1009tolOS6 
narrative  of  Mr.  Lyon  -  1025 
a  second  fracaa  between  Meaira.  Giiawold  and 

Lyon   -------  1034 

a  report  thereon  .  .  -  -  .  1048 
BnnI,  Mr.,  of  Viiginia,  dta  the  Inll  to  provide  the 

means  of  inieroourse  with  foreign  nations  -  899 
on  the  Inll  for  the  piotecUon  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Statee  1474 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provtsional  army  1637, 

1673.  1679 
OD  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 

adier  company  .  -  .  1709,  1719 
on  the  protection  of  commerce  -  1829 
BiDoka,  Mr.,  of  New  Yoi^  on  the  President's 

Speech        -  664 

cm  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  708,  71 1,  718 
<m  the  bill  for  the  piotection  of  commerce  -  767 
ou  the  r^rt  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  De  Grasse  -  -  -  -  793 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  -  1008 
his  testimony  in  the  case  m  Griswold  and 

Lyon  1014 

on  relations  with  France  1324.  1366,  1360,  1863 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 

ports  ardharborsofthe  United  States  1306,  1898 
M  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artUlei^  1408 

OD  the  bul  fiH*  the  porchase  of  canmm,  Ac.  1437, 

1438 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  tndetrf' the 

United  States       -  1463,  1473 

onthebilirorrsinDgaptovimonal  army  1654.  1697, 

1750,  1769 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  1943,  1048 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnieu's  gren- 
adier  company     -  1709,  1721 

Brawn,  Obadiah,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  reported      -  1463 
ofdered  to  die  tlurd  Heading      .      -      .  isjtS 
Ikyan,  Coloncd  Nathan,  of  Sooth  Candini^  his 

desth  announoed  -  .  -  .  ,  1S67 
nsolntionsof  n^eet,  &e.  -      -      .      ■  1B68 
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Bail,  a  bill  for  the  aeenrtty  of,  in  oertain  GHe%  re- 
ceived  8017 

Balances  due  by  the  individual  States^  a  resolution 

respecting  the,  laid  m  the  taUe  -  -  S4Sfr 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  odered  ...  U41 
lull  ordered  to  be  engroesed       -      -      .  3499 

passed     -   M9> 

amendments  of  the  Senate  considered  -  -  SBM 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference  laid  on  the 

Uble  M67 

amendments  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  2884 
Baldwb,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  onnsorpatiMiof  Exeo- 

ntive  authori^  -  -  36S3,  S6S6,  S<6V 
on  the  lemonstranoe  (tf  Georgia  254<^  S548 

Buikruptcy,  oomnuttee  appointed  to  leport  a  bill 

to  ertaUidi  an  uniiwm  tfttmt  aC  •  -  MM- 
bill  lepOTted  S441 

debated  2466 

amendments  submitted  -  248^ 
debated    -    2562,  2666,  3677,  S583,  S649,  M66 

bill  rejected  2677 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  stamp  duties  3660,  266ft 
on  the  bankrupt  law  -       -       3679,  2583.  8656 
on  usuTpabon  of  Executive  authwi^  2685,  2&6S, 
3691,  3608,  S70S 
on  the  motion  f(>f  printing  the  despatches  from 

ttie  Ameriein  Bnvoya  at  Paria  •  -  STSS 
on  the  t»Il  to  suspend  commercial  intweoorse 

with  France  .....  2781 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  289S,  3898,  2903 
on  increase  of  salaries  -  -  -  -  3923 
on  the  resol  ution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyvn  2969,  2966 
on  increase  of  the  Army    -  3034,  8083 

Bloon^  William,  (late  Senator  from  Tenneoaee,) 
a  vacancy  in  the  committee  of  impeachment 

o^  filled   344ft 

the  House  informed  ctf  the  return  of  the  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  Senate     -  2441 
House  informed  of  the  failure  of  the  accused 
to  qv"*'t       ^      readiness  of  Uw  Sen- 
ale  to  proceed  with  the  impeachnent      -  S4ftT 
report  from  the  managers  of  the  impeaehmetnt, 
requ'sdng  farther  time  for  preparing  thnr 
proceedings  ------  2463 

reeolution  requesting  tlie  Senate  to  take  mee- 
aures  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  the 
accused  laid  over  -----  3463 

taken  up  and  debated      -  34TI 

negatived   3486 

rules  for  conducting  the  impeachment  received  2473 
motion  directing  the  managers  to  pr..eeed,  noU 

withstanding  the  absenoe  of  the  aeensed  -  2436 
negatived  2487 
the  plea  of  the  defaidant^s  ooonasl  reodvod  -  3493 

committed   349S 

replication  of  the  Houee    -      -      -      -  3661 
adjoummeDt  of  the  House  to  enable  the  man- 
age'* to  attend  the  trial  -      -       3664,  2643 
the  House  informed  of  the  dednon  of  the 
court  dismissng  the  impeachmeot  -      -  3643 
(Se^  alscs  i»d^  to  pneeedingB  ofSetuie.') 
Boca  Island,  a  b^to  anthnme  the  erection  of  a 

beaoon  on,  rmcted  -      -      -  1963 

ofdmd  to  the  third  reading 
passed  - 
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Bnc%  Mr..  (^ConnectieQ^  on  marpituHi  of  eiecn- 
tive  authorifrr       -      -      -      '  - 
on  th«  bill  (0  nupend  oonuneidal  inteieooiM 

wiih  Frwjoe   2771 

Brooki,  Mr, ,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  vesting  the 
power  of  retaliation  in  the  President  of  the 
United  Statei  in  certain  caws  -      -  S908,  89 1 0 
on  increaen  of  ealariee      ....  %925 

C. 

FiBtT  aunow 

CfaamidiD,  Mr.  of  BhodelelandfOndafaiaivemea- 
nirei   S75,  376 

Chi^lain,  elected  69 

Cha{dainB,  reaolotion  for  qipointment  of    '  53 
China  and  India,  memorial  from  mercbanta  engaged 
in  (he  trade  with,  praying  a  •aapenrion  of 
dntiea  on  white  cotton  goods  committed    -  262 
CUibome,  T.,  ofVi^inia^onthedeiAionofClerk-  61 
on  ezpoitatioii  -      .      -      .      -    960,  868 
on  stamp  dalias       -      -      .      .    S99, 415 
Claxton.  Tliomaa,  elected  Dooriwcper       -      •  62 
Clflik  oT  the  Hoaae,  debate  reflecting  the  necMntr 

of  nominating  ihia  offiocr       -      -      •     5 1 
electim  of      -      -                    -      -  62 
Codiran,  Mr.  of  New  Y«fc  on  the  bill  for  Ae  de- 
fence of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States    -  818 

on  stamp  duties  388 

C«l,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  aj^inting  a  commit- 

leeon  onfiniriied  basineM      -      -      60,  61 
on  the  answer  to  the  Prendent's  Speech    185,  1S8 
194.  198,  209,  311 
00  defensive  measores       -  -  357 

on  the  bill  for  the  protectuHi  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States       -  869,  376 

on  stamp  daliee       -      -     889,  394,  416,  430 
Collaclion.    (See  Revemte.) 
Commerce,  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
a  report  of  the  depreditioDS  cnnmitted  on 
American  commerce  vnee  Oct  tst  1796  -  300 

agiwdto   -  391 

message  and  other  doenmeDto  in  answer  thereto  357 
(See,  also,  Thtde. 
Condy,  Jonathan,  W.,  elected  Clerk  of  the  House  68 
CoBgreas,  ■oonunitteeaiqKHnted  to  confer  with  the 
Senate  on  the  taws  of  lost  sessioD  ftzing  the 

time  for  the  next  meeting  of  -      -      -  877 
the  Senate  refuse  the  conference  -  887 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  o^ 
received  and  mdered  to  be  engrosmd       -  408 
Consols  and  Vice  ConsoH  abill  concerning Umd 

tamed  144 

sKcon  sunos. 

Canada  and  Non  Scotia.    (See  B^u^e$,) 
CannoB,  anni^  Ac ,  lescriiitKU  for  iqppropriating 

money  for  the  purdiasB         ...  1384 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  oiderad      -      -  -1414 

a  biU  reported  1426 

debated  1437 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  1439 

passed  1440 

CantriU,  St^ben,  report  on  die  petition  of,  con- 
sidered  16S8 

Carmichael,  William,  report  on  the  petition  fcr 

reUrfof  the  widow  o(  eomnittfld   -      -  639 
debatad  648 


Carmichael,  Wilfiam— continued. 

committee  appmnted  to  report  alnll  touidKMriie 

a  settlement  <tf  the  aceooQls(rf'-      -      -  649 
a  Mil  tw  dw  ntief  of  Ae  widow  o^  repcMled  076 

debated  690 

recommitted  -      -      -      -      -  691 

new  bill  reported  -       -       -       -  716 

debated  716 

ordered  to  be  engrossed     .      -      -      -  717 

passed  738 

resolation  reflecting  a  settlement  of  ibe  ac- 
counU  of  the  late,  agreed  to^  and  a  Ull  for 
that  purpose  ordered      .      .      -      .  1376 
a  bill  makb^  appn^riationa  to  pajr  a  balance 

doe  tfw  legal  rqiresentattfea  o(  r^orted  -  18B6 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -      -  -1396 

passed  1397 

Carpenter,  Thomas,  petition  of,  praying  the  aid  of 
Cmgress  in  bis  undertaking  of  publishing 
the  debates,  committed   -      -      -      -  671 
report  made  and  agreed  to  -      -      -      -  687 
Census,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  ofthe 

inhalntants    the  United  Stata8,i^ortBd  •  1807 

passed  3006,  3084 

Cbamplin,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  bland,  on  foragn  coins  -  766 
an  the  case  of  Griewold  and  Lyon  -  -  974 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  -  1033 
on  stamp  duties  -----  1078 
on  the  naturali»tion  laws  -  lfi69 
Chaplains,  resolution  forappmntmentof,  received  -  680 

debated  634 

agreed  to-      -      -      -      -      -      -  686 

Chtpman,  Jobn,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  foreign 

coins  -  730 

Cherokee  Expedition,  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port a  bill  fev  payii>ff  t''*'''*^*'*^'^''''*^ 
in  the  eipediticn  of  1704  agunst  the  Cher^ 

okees  1584 

bill  reported  1636 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1668 
passed    -------  1640 

Cherokees.    (See  Indiaru-) 
Chipman,  Nathaniel,  (Seoatcr  from  Vermont,)  a 
letter  from  him  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee  in  the  case  ttf  Messn.  (Mswdd  and 

Lyon  090 

his  testimony  in  the  above  car  e  -      -      -  1083 
Claiborne  Thmnas,  of  Tir^nia,  on  the  to«ign  in- 
tercourse bUl        -      -      -      •      -  1116 
on  the  Ull  for  raising  an  additloiial  eoipa  of 

aitiUeiy  i486 

on  the  bUI  for  protection  of  the  trade  <^  the 

United  States  1&08 

on  the  bill  for  estaUidiing  the  Navy  D^art- 
ment  -------  1648 

on  direct  taxes  1034,3066 

on  the  bill  sopplementaiy  to  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing a  proviaional  army-  -  -  -  1944 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  -  -1909 
on  the  increaae  ofthe  army  -  3181 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes  ...  218S 
Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  of  Tennessee,  on  land  tities 

in  Tennessee       .      .      -      .   814,  817 
on  the  finetgn  intereootae  bill  -      •  916,  1307 
lua  testimony  m  tiw  oaaa  of  Meaan.  Grie- 
wold and  Lyon   1060 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  Ac  1488 
Ml  picaenla  to  Minirtan  -  1584,  1BS7 
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on  the  bill  fiw  runnga  proTuional  army  1661  1766 
on  the  naturalintion  law  -  1781 
on  the  inatractkHw  to  armed  Teanla  -  -  1801 
on  the  Inll  to  auspend  commeidal  mterconrae 

with  France  -  .  .  .  .  1866 
on  letters  of  merque,  Ac  -  1883 
on  direct  tuee  -      -  1S96,  1918,  1922 

on  the  bill  for  the  prot«ction  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Sutes     -      -      -  20T3 
on  the  increaaa  of  the  arm;      -      -      -  S181 
on  the  poniibment  (tf  crimes     -      -      •  2186 
Qlainu,  a  committee  of,  appunted     -  6S7 
Claima  agauut  the  UnitM  State*,  a  bill  limiting 
the  time  witbin  wfaidi  daima  fiir  credit  on 
the  hotAa  of  the  Tieasoi;  may  be  pieaent- 
ed  for  allowance,  reported  -      -  1116 

ordered  to  the  third  rnding      -      .      -  1246 

paaeod  1848 

Clark,  Lucj,  report  on  the  petition  of  -  -  95S 
s  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  -  967 
Clark,  General,  of  Genipa,  committee  sppoioied  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  Spanish  Connil  at  Savannah, 
on  die  nilgeet  propoaala  hoatile  to  the 
United  SuiM  Goremment     •  -  968 

report  of  the  committee  -  1669 
Cleik  of  the  Hotue,  reeolution  authorizing  him  to 

employ  an  additional  engroMiigelnk-      -  2176 
ClMka,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  aaking 

for  additional,  committed  ...  804 
report  on  the  aubject  of  the  salariee  of,  -  967 
a  bill  lo  revive  and  continue  the  act  reipect- 

iug  the  C(nnpenaat>on  o(  rqwrted  -  -  1874 
vdeied  to  the  tlurd  leading      ...  1386 

pBMod  tS96 

amandmenta  of  the  Saute  committed  -      -  1440 

dfaagreedto  1664 

the  Senate  inaat  1668 

the  House  adhere     .      -       -      .      -  I688 
Coti  minea^  petition  of  sandry  citixens  of  Virginia 
aaking  encouragement  to  their  ctrflieriea, 
presented  and  eoouoitted       -      -   918,  919 
report  on  it  -  981 

Ooina.    (See  Foreign  Coint.) 
CUtt  Mr.,  <^  ConnectieQti  on  eneoaragMDeot  to 

the  naafol  arte  628 

on  ai^xrint'Dg  a  committee  to  report  a  bank- 
nipt  law      ......  644 

on  the  acts  of  limitation    ....  7IU 

on  the  case  of  Measn.  Griswold  and  Lyon  995, 

996,  1003 

his  testimony  in  the  above  case  ...  1030 
on  stamp  Outlet  -  1070 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  I09d 
<«  the  natoralixatkRi  kw  ....  178S 
on  compenaatinL  to  eollactois  -  -  -  1858 
on  lettns  of  marque^  &c.  -      -      .      .  188S 

GoUectm,  ■  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  o( 

reported  1813 
debated  1856 
reported  ------  1869 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -      .      -  I871 

pwsd  1875 

amendmenta  agreed  to      -      -       2138,  8139 

College  of  Phyaicians  of  Philadelphia,  a  letter  fiom 
the  Preddent  of  this  institulioo,  on  the  suh- 
jeet  of  contacponadiaeeaes,  laid  on  the  table  917 


ftp- 

Commerce,  ddwte  on  the  motion  foe  giving  leave 
to  the  committee  on  measures  for  the  fn- 
tectioDof  oommMceto  iqtort  bybilloroUi. 
wise 

Ifave  granted   -      -      -      -  -  780 

a  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  repoilad  1(4 
further  reports  from  the  onnmittee  840,  1245,  1S8S 
a  bill  in  addiUon  to  the  tall  for  the  mors  eflec- 
tual  protection  of  the  commerce  and  couts 
of  the  Ututed  States  received  -      -      •  lltj 
committed      -  tSlI 

reported  UU 

debated  ISlfi 

passed  ------  MH 

a  tnll  for  the  furtiur  prolectkiii      reported,  lOSt 

debated  %m 

paaeed  ------  S063 

Commerce  and  Manofactuies,  a  conuaitteeon,  1^ 

painted       -      -  -  -  tt7 

CoDimiaioQer  of  the  Revenue,  resolution  for  afipoint- 
ing  a  committee  to  report  on  the  expedistcy 
of  abolishing  the  office  o^  laid  on  the  tahlt  184 
agreed  to  and  the  OHomiUee  appointed  -     -  111 
tlwuKport      •      •  '    -      -      .     .  841 
agreed  to-      ^      .      -      ...  841 
Congresa^  a  bill  to  aoflioriBe  die  Freadent  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  o(  in  eeitain  caee^  nptt^ 
ed  and  debated     -  -  •  TH 

bill  lost  TH 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  tat  the  next  meetingo^ 

debated  sm 

Constitation,  ameitdmeot  ratified  by  Kentndrr  - 
a  message  en  the  solgect  of  amendments  nAr- 

red  to  a  select  committee       -  -  844 

anwodnent  ratifled  by  Vogiiua  •  -101 
pn^Msttioos  of  amradment  lo,  hid  en  dis 

table  Il» 

CoDsols,  report  rejecting  the  reimbnraenMot  of 
moneyadvaiuedbyconnilaiii  fiudgncaai^ 

tries  lai 

debated  ItTS 

bill  r^rted  1S97 

ordered  to  be  engrossed     ....  UTS 

paaaad  UTS 

Contested  election     (See  Rutherford,  Rohtrt.) 
Ctmlested  electiaii%  leariulioiiareapectiiigtfieiDode 

of  taking  enduce  in  cases  o^eonmattad  -  639 

debated  Ml 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ~  -  687 

reported  -      -      -      -  •  735 

a  bill  reported  -  -  -  -  .  .  741 
amended  -      .  7M 

recommitted     •      •      -      -      .      ■  779 

reported  801 

pMsed  81» 

CtmtiiMiital  securities.  (See  AiU  of  lAmHetimi.) 
Cotton  goods,  committee  on  mannfiKtuiea^  &c.  in* 
■tructed  to  report  on  the  expedioigr  of  en- 
couraging the  printing  of  -  -  -  1040 
Countervailing  dutiea,  leaolntion  requesting  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Britieh  Par- 
liament countervailing  thedatiee  laid  by  the 
United  Slates  upon  fimign  vaasd%  Ac, — 
l&id  on  the  t&ble    -  .      .  941 

CaxBf  Tendi,  lata  omuniwMMc  of  the  fieTeniw,  a 

tetter  fiom  778 
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Cnikf  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  foraign  inlar* 

course  bill  •  -  -  -  -  -  Bll 
on  stamp  duties  -       -       -       -  I073 

on  the  tulL  for  raising  a  provinonal  army     -  1694 
on  the  militaiy  appn^ation  Ull       -      -  1657 
on  the  naturalization  law  -  1779 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  conuneree    -  1832 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes      -       .       >  3113 
on  abrogation  of  treaUes    -  2I2S 
CrioMa  against  ibe  United  ^atea,  debate  on  the 
motion  to  rqect  the  UU  from  the  Sauio  in 
addititn  to  the  act  for  the  puniahnwot  of 
certain        -  3093 
motion  negatived      -       -       -       -       -  3113 
a  motion  to  discbarge  the  Committee  the 
Whole  from  further  oonndentkm  of  the 

b.Il,  negatived  2114 

fnrther  debate  on  the  bill   -      -        2133,  2139 

bill  passed  3171 

(See,  also,  Sedition,  Treatont  and  Bxeeu- 
the  Authority.) 
Oro^l,  Sytvano^  a  liiU  for  rftiff  01^  reported  and 

committed  I08S 
ordered  to  the  Uiiid  readily  ...  1345 
passed  1948 

THtaO  BESSIOK. 

Census,  committee  instructed  to  report  a  btU  for 

the  enumeration  of  the  mhaUtanla  of  the 

United  States  24fi7 

bill  reported    ......  2458 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  3492 
passed  2492 
the  Senate  amendmeiUs  committed     -      -  2732 

nqtatived   2736,  3754 

Chomidin,  Bfr.,  of  Rhode  blan^  on  stamp  duties  36S7, 

25S8,  2562 
on  the  bill  to  Buspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  3773,  2781 

on  die  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  caws  -  -  -2911 
on  the  biD  to  authorise  the  capture  of  Freudi 

armed  vesaela   2929 

on  thanks  to  the  Speaker  -  3054 

Chaplain  elected   3425 

Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  of  Tennessee,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws  -      -  2449,  3897 

CD  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Constitution  -  -  -  2458,  3460,  3465 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  -  -  2590 
on  the  resolution  for  minting  the  despatches 

ftom  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -  -  2732 
on  the  bill  to  snap^  commercial  iniercoorse 

with  France  .....  2788 
on  the  Uil  authoriung  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  -  .  .  .  _  2939 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  2980,  3984 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  3037,  3040 

Claiborne,  T.,  of  Virginia,  on  usurpation  of  Exe- 
cutive authority    -  .      -      .  3703 

rules  of  the  House   2739 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  -  3800 
on  the  increase  of  the  army  -  •  9083,  3040 
Clainu,  a  commhfee  of,  appointed  -      -  3424 

CleAi^  reaolution  reapectidg  the  compenaation 

of.<   3656 


Page. 

Clerks,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 

ot  repor  ed  -  2740 
recommitted  3807 
new  bill  reported     -  2817 

passed   8937 

Clopton,  Mr.,  of  Vii^inia,  on  amendments  to  the 
bill  autboriung  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia   -      -      .      -      .  ■  3063 
Collectors,  a  Ull  to  establiah  the  compensation  o( 

te^otttA  -  -  -  -  .  '  .  3883 
ordered  to  the  tbird  reading      -      -  .3916 

passed  3919 

Ccnnmrave  and  manufactures,  committee  on, 

pointed       ......  3486 

Coi^ress,  Senate  bill  for  sltering  the  time  for  the 

next  meeting  of,  rejected       ...  3066 
Connecticut,  a  bill  to  accept  the  cession  from  this 
State,  of  the  territoiy  called  Uie  "  Western 
Reserve  of  Connecticut, "  received,  and  post- 
poned to  the  next  ■eoaim  -  8017 
CtmatitutioD,  resolution  fbr  distributing,  gratis 
Ihroo^tout  the  country  a  number  of  copies 
of  the  Constitution  and  amendment^  laid 
on  the  table  ......  34^6 

taken  up  and  debated       ....  2468 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  3466 
a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  in  rela- 
tion  to  the  mode  of  electing  the  Preaident 
and  Vice  President,  laid  on  the  table      -  3919 
motion  to  refer  it  to  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
negatived     ......  8040 

Craik,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and  sedition 

laws   -      -      .     " .      -      -      -  3463 
on  the  resolntiiin  for  distributing  ct^ma  of  the 

Constitution-      -  246S 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blotint      -  3486 
on  the  bankrupt  law  .....  3578 

on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris        •  2736 
Crimes  a^nst  the  United  States,  a  bill  fbr  the 
punishment  of  certain,  therdn  apeelGeif  re- 
ported- 3665 
debated  3688 
ordered  to  third  reading,  and  forttier  debated  3599, 
8836, 3677, 3682,  3686 

passed   2731 

resolntioQ  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  repeal  the 
act  of  last  session,  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  Stales,  re- 
ported   3993 

aj^reedto  8016 

D. 

rinar  sianow. 

Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  ttie  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  -  -  313,336,386 
on  defeostve  measures  -  -  -  -  388 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  -  -  -  '  -  -  -  839 
00  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States  366 

oD  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    463,  458 
Dayton,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker  50 
bis  remailts  on  taking  tbe  Chair  ...  SI 
on  tbe  answer  to  the  President's  Speech  109,  198, 

I»>,30S 

on  defennre  measurea  3«l,  380,  381,888 
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Dayton,  Spetker,  of  N.  Jersey— -continaed.  Pagfl' 

OD  ihe  bill  to  prevant  the  expoitatkm  of  amis, 

&c.  248. 360,  S5S 

on  the  bill  fiir  defence  of  the  ports  and  faarbon 
of  the  United  Stirtei  850,  303,  304,  800, 

811,  81S 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detach  ment  from  the 

nulitia   887,  338 

on  the  resolution  to  aathorin  the  Piwident  to 

provide  galleys  for  defence  <i£  the  eowt  of 

the  United  States  .  .  -  ■  -  340 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  346 

on  exportation  358 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  the 

Unitad  States  -  -  -  •  86S,  884 
on  atamp  datiee  -  -  .  .  410, 418 
on  the  impeachment  of  Williani  Bloont  -  4S6 
Daftnsire  measures,  reaotutions  providing  for  the 

national  defence  ■  '  -  -  •  -  889 
Dennis,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  answer  to  ihe 

Prendent'a  Speech       -      -      -     152,  215 
on  stamp  duties       .....  388 

Doofkeoier  elected  ......  52 

Doui,  Thomas,  elected  assistant  doorkeeper  -  62 
Dotiea,  »  Ull  to  su^nd,  in  part,  the  operati<m  of 

the  act  (tflaat  session,  for  ratnngmonqrtqr 

oert«n  additional  dutien^  reported  -  -  306 
rejected  316 
a  bill  laying  a  i-tamp  duly  on  vdlnm,  par^- 

ment,  and  paper,  repoiled      -      -      -  331 

debated  387 

passed  433 
resolntion  for  laying  on  ad^tinial  du^  on 

salt,  reported       -      .      -      -      .  838 
iMgatiTCd-      ......  886 

■Dotbet  re«ltition  for  li^ng  an  additional  duty 

msal^laidanthetaUe-  -  -  -  440 
taken  up  •      -  441 

agreedto  448 

Mil  pannant  Ihento^  reported    ...  444 

passed  446 

a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  licenses  for  the  sale  of 

wines  by  retail,  and  also  foreign  distilled 

spiiilt^  Trolled    -      -      .      .      .  341 

debated  386 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  -  887 
a  motim  to  rccfflnmit  it  ....  890 
biU  passed  8S1 

sscoiin  atasioif. 

Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  giving  leave  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Prote<dUMi  of  Comnmce^ 
to  report  by  bill  -  -  -  -  -  696 
on  the  acts  of  limitation  -  709 
cm  the  bill  for  the  {irotection  of  commerce  770, 2075 
OD  naval  expenditures  ....  g35 
on  the  forugn  interconrse  bill  -  -  -  883 
on  die  case  of  Mesna.  Oriswold  and  Lyon  1006, 

1066 

Us  teatinKHiy  inthe  above  ease  -  •  .1018 
on  relatioRB  with  France  1363,  1262,  1880,  1868 
Ui  (he  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  Ac.  -  1481 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States  ...  1474,  1601 
on  the  bill  for  r«sing  a  provintmal  army  1 527,  1 637, 

1704,  1757 

Ml  the  naturalisation  law  -      -      -      -  1580 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut — ecHrtinued.  Pigt 
on  additimal  revenue  -  -  -  •  ISH 
oD  the  maincHial  of  Oaptain  Mapiien's  gm- 

adier  company  -  -  -  - 171(1,  ITM 
(m  ktlen  of  manqoe  -      -  -     •  ISN 

on  Om  defoMe  of  merchant  veaaels  >  1900,  ISlt, 

I9Ii 

00  the  billsnpfrienMHtaiyto  the  tuU  tortM  t 

provisional  army  -  -  1987,  194^  1KJ 
on  seditious  practices  ....  |M 
on  the  bill  to  authorise  a  loan  ...  SOH 
on  the  punishment  of  crimee  -  -  -  Sill 
on  the  abrogation  of  Qr«aties  3121, 2123,  Silt 
on  the  increue  of  the  army  ...  mg 
Darden,  Amy,  motion  for  af^minling  a  fflwiMttw 

toiapntaUIlfcridicf  of  -  -  -  W 
motion  withdrawn    •      -  -  M 

report  on  the  petititm  o(  committed  -  -  IS} 
motion  to  diechirge  the  committee,  negtiived  HT 
another  motion  for  a  coomiittoe  to  report  a  biD 

for  relief  of  -  -  -  -  -  .  I04t 
negatived,  and  a  reaolntion  for  refilling  the 

prayer  of  the  petitioner  agreed  to  -  1017 

Davis,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  case  of  Mem. 

Griswold  and  Lyon  -  -  .  - 10% 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  umr  ITSt, 

170 

on  the  instructiona  to  cmnmanders  of  anal 

vessels        -  -      -      -     .  ITT 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commeKe  -  iStt 
on  letters  of  marqne,  dec.  -      -      .     -  isn 

on  direct  taxes  1917, 1910 

Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Vii^finia,  on  the  claim  of  Gawd 

Kosciusko  711, 7M 

on  the  rules  of  the  House  -       -      .     .  Ml 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  jHovisional  amy    -  1(81 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  Speaker,  on  the  uh 

nver  to  the  Fierident's  ^Modi  -  -  M 
on  the  case  ai  Mflwra.  Griswold  and  Lyco  Vt, 

1009,  lOH 

his  testimony  in  the  abon  caw  -  -  lOH 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limita  with  Geai|ia  I183> 

ISM 

on  the  rules  of  the  Hoose  -  .  •  IIM 
on  relations  with  France  -      -  13S1,  IIM 

on  the  bill  for  raising  sn  additional  corps  <A  B' 

UUeiy  ....  1409.1417,1411 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchaae  of  cannon,  &e. 

lat 

on  the  biU  for  protection  of  trade  1445,  ]4H,14SB, 

1469,  1461,  1171 

on  additional  revenue  -  -  1597, 16H 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provistooal  army  1 67B,  1^1 
1738,  1741,  176S,  17B 
on  the  supplementary  bill  -  1939,  iW 
on  &e  defence  of  m«chant  vessel^  1905,  WO 
on  the  bill  for  providing  aims  for  the  militii  l^l^i 

19S9, 1«1 

on  the  UU  conoemiog  alien  enemies     199^  ^ 
rathe  lull  authorising  a  kmn     -  -V 
on  the  protection  of  commerce   -      -  -MM 
cm  the  resolution  for  increasing  the  nulila? 
establishment       -      -       2089, 2090,  SOU 
Debates,  publication  of.  (See  Canwn^,  TTumta.) 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  committee  qipotnled  to 
report  what  alteratbns  are  necessaxy  in  tlw 
act  making  provisions  for  the  -  ' 
rqiort  of  Uw  oonmittee  .     -  711 
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Debt  of  the  United  StatM— continued.  Pkge. 
leeolutioQ  ijutrocting  Cfnomiitee  of  Wsja  and 
Mean*  (o  report  s  plan  for  nitnng  a  ntm 
niffidentto  SHtieff  demands  in  1801  on  ac- 
count of  defened  debt,  laid  on  the  table  -  680 
agreed  to        ------  689 

iM^tiMi  iostnicting   the  Cwomittee  on 
CUma  to  report  what  fgither  proviaioa 
ou^t  to  be  made  for  payment  of  the  un- 
funded or  legi^eied  debt      -      -      -  1X68 
De  Qraaee,  Count,  pttition  of  thedangfatera  of  the 

late,  referred  to  select  committee  -  -  76!t 
leport  made  and  committed  ...  776 
debated  790 
a  bill  for  their  relief  np«ted      -      -      -  801 

debated  -   807 

pused  809 
Ddnrare,  message  in  lelattoii  to  the  aet  tltsring 
rtw  time  for  hoUiDg  Cinoit  Cotnlsui,  laid 

on  the  table  716 

omnmitted  to  select  committee  -  -  -  784 
river,  report  on  the  aobject  of  erecting  piers 

in  1413 

Oeania,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  fivugn  inter- 

coarse  IhU   -      -      -      -      -      -  897 

on  the  bill  focraMDgaproTisiMial  army   -  1695 
DMt,  Mr.,  orMaiylsud,eleeted8(Makerprotein.  1478, 

1836 

Direct  taxes.    (See  TasBtt.) 

pobbing,  H.  W.,  report  on  the  petitim  o(  -      -  1773 
Do^yard^  rraolotioa  re^>ectiDg  the  expediency  o( 
establishing  one  or  more  for  Ae  nee  of  the 
United  Stales,  lud  on  the  table      -       -  8084 
committed      -  2138 
Doorkeeper  and  Us  asaiBtant,  a  bill  aUovring  com- 
pensation to  them*  reccared  -  801 
ooDflidered  8S9 

passed    -  880 

Duties  reporton  tfiepetitioDof  Nwman  and  Sher- 
riot,  prasring  remission  of  the  dnliea  on 
wines  destroyed  by  fire  -  -  -  -  671 
a  motion  fw  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  alterations  necessary  in  the  act  lay- 
ing asUmp  du^  upon  veUom,  parchment, 
and  paper    -  -      -      -  676 

amended  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  677 
npOTt  made  and  omnmitted  -  693 

a  biU  making  atteiationa  in  aaid  act  reported  1031 

debaled  ISSS 

pMMd  1S40 

amendments  otmcurred  in  -  I36S 
a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  laying  a  du^  on  dis- 
tilled jqMfitaand  npon  stilts,  reported       -  768 
considered      ------  798 

passed  801 

amended  by  the  Senate  -  903 
amendment  disagreed  to  -      -      -  910 

ths  Honse  recede  -  .  .  .  .  918 
bill  rqwtted  to  eontione  die  18th  section  of 
the  act  making  certain  regulationa  fi»  the 
cdlection  of  internal  duties  ...  1S74 
a  UU  to  continue  in  force  part  of  die  act  mak- 
ing  farther  provision  for  collecting  the  dn- 
liea on  foreign  distilled  spirils,  wines*  leas* 

&c  ,  passed  1396 

a  bill  further  to  sospend  the  da^  on  snu^ 
reported      -      -      -      -      -      -  3061 

paMed  3173 


Duties — continued.  Psgek 
a  committee  appointed  to  report  wb&t  altera- 
tions are  necMsaiy  in  the  act  l^ing  a  dn^ 
on  stamped  velltun,  Ac.  -      -      -      -  3176 
a  (nil  to  amend  ibe  act  reported  -      -      -  3176 

passed  3177 

post{KMMd     the  Senate  to  the  next  sesaiDn  -  S18S 

THIKD  SIBBIOV. 

Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticat,  on  the  impeachment 

of  WiUiam  Btount       ....  3474 
on  oniipation  of  BxeenUve  anthoiiiT  3499, 3698, 

3814 

on  stamp  duties  -      -      -      -  3588 

on  the  bill  authorixing  the  capture  of  Frmch 

armed  vessels       ....      -  3943 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  milllia  3978 
on  the  Ittll  vesting  the  power  of  r^liation  in 
tSe  President  of  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain cases  -  3048 

on  the  amendmenta  of  the  Senate  to  du  bill 
authorizing  a  dclachmoit  from  the  militia  3058 
Dawaon.  Mr.,  ft£  Vir^ni%  on  die  alien  and  sedi- 
tion Uws     -  S4dl,  3487,  3446,  3447 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jers^,  Speaker,  on  osuipa- 

tion  of  Executive  authority   -  3689 
on  the  bill  eutboriung  a  detachment  of  the 

militia  S977,  S98S 

on  the  increase  of  the  army        -      -  3083,  3041 
thanks  of  die  House  -   .   -      -      -      -  3064 
Dennis,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  tuurpadm  of  Ex* 

ecutive  authority   -  3608 
Distilled  s^ts.    (See  ^ritt.) 
DistUkis^  a  Inll  concerning,  reported  and  wdered 

to  a  diird  reading  .      .      -      -       ■  30SS 
Dodu,  a  bill  aathorizing  the  catablidiinent  o^  re- 
ported  3816 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -      -      -  2883 

paned   2888 

Duties,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  du- 

ties  on  importa  and  tonnage*  teported      -  3816 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  3831 

passed  S867 

rea(rfuti(u  ftr  instrucdng  Commitlee  at  Wajs 
and  Means  to  report  what  addidonal  dn^ 
ooght  to  be  laid  upon  drawbacks  allowed 
upon  goods  exported  from  the  United  States, 
laid  upon  dM  table        -      -      -  .1807 


riner  sxssioir. 


68 


Elections,  a  committee  o^  appointed  - 

(See  also,  ConteOed  EUetiotu,) 

Ebnendon^  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  for 
defence  of  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  U. 
States  -       -       -       -      304,812,  319,830 
on  die  bill  for  rainng  an  additional  corps  of 
artaioy  847 

Embargoes,  rceohilion  for  appointing  a  commitlM 
to  report  a  trill  to  autnoriie  the  Pnndentto 
lay,  rouble,  and  renkfl  embaigoee  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  laid  on  the  table   -  386 

Evens,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech     -  -     69,  198 

ExpatriaUon,  a  bill  to  prohibit  cidseos  (rf*  the  U. 
States  from  entenng  the  service  of  any  for- 
eign Pow«,  reported    -      -      .      .  831 
debated  848 
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Expatriation — continueJ.  Page, 
motion  to  Btiike  out  the6tli  section  of  the  bill  349 

carried  36S 

dnagreed  to  by  the  House  -      -      -  . 
foither  coDflidentkHk  of  Uie  Ull  postponed     •  S56 
tesolatioB  for  a  committee  to  tong  in  a  new 
VSlt  withont  the  expatriatkm  claa8e%  ne- 
gsiivad  857 

BBCOKD  BBBBI01I. 

Edgar,  William,  report  on  the  petition  of,  consid- 
ered   -  .    -      -      -      -      -      -  1560 

Edmond,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial  flS7 
m  the  acts  of  fimitation    .      -      -      -  71s 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magoien's  gren- 
adier company     -       -       -       -       -  1716 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce   1823,  2077, 

2080 

on  the  defence  of  merchant  vesBelfl      -      -  1913 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia     -  193S 
on  the  bill  supplementaiy  to  the  bill  to  raise 

a  provisional  army  -      -      -  .  ]  9S8 

OD  the  bill  reflecting  ahen  enemies    -      -  SOOS 
(Ml  abrogation  of  treaties   -      -      -  -SIS? 

Electioni^  committee  of  appointed     -      -      .  0S7 

(See  also,  Cmttited  Ekctuma.') 
Elmendorph,  Mr,,  of  New  Yoik,  (u  the  acts  irf 

limitation     ------  710 

his  testimony  in  fhe  case  of  Messrs.  Grisvrold 
and  Lyon  -      -      -      -  1056 

EmbozleiDent,  resolution  relative  to  the  embezzle- 
ment of  soldiers'  wages,  laid  on  the  table  -  I3I8 
Evidence,  a  bill  respecting  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
d<me«  in  contested  elections.    (See  Con- 
iuted  Eleetimt-) 
Exeeotive  Dqwrtments,  committee  appointed  to  ra- 
pwt  what  alterationB  are  necessary  in  the 
several  acts  for  establishing  the  d^Mrt- 
ments,  as  respects  the  settleorajt  of  their 
accounts  I594 
a  bill  to  amend  the  said  acts  reported   -      -  3088 
passed     -  3176 
Expenditures^  resolntioD  io  relation  to  retreoch- 

ment  in  the  paU'ts  laid  on  the  table      -  689 
disagreed  to  691 
report  of  expenditotes  in  the  Militan  and  Na- 
val dqiartmetil^  received  and  leferred     -  970 
Eztia  ctKnpensatioii,  a  bill  allowinf^  to  certain  1^ 

cers  of  bolhHoDses,  passed    •      *      -  SlSl 

THIBD  SBSSIOK. 

Edmond,  Mr.,  (rf* Connecticut,  on  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws   -  3466 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount      -  3483 
on  the  u  'urpstion  of  Executive  authority  3597, 3645 
on  the  motion  for  printing  thn  despatches  from 

the  American  Ministers  at  Paris  -  3738 

on  the  bill  vestmg  the  power  of  retaliatkn  in 
the  President,  in  oertuo  eases       •  8046 
"Egg^MUm,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws      -      -      3449, 3790, 3686, 3899 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  anthority  -      -  3699 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Ministers  at  Paris      -      -  3735 
on  the  Inll  to  BUBpend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France   3780 

on  the  angmeotation  of  the  Navy      -      -  3857 


Eggleston,  Mr.,  of  Virginia — ctHitinaed-  Page, 
on  ttw  bill  vesting  the  power  of  relalialiwi  in 

the  PreaidBnt,  in  certain  eases-      -      -  MIO 
on  the  tncmasBof  the  Anny  -  -3436 

Elections,  committee     af^fXMnted    -      .       .  S4I9 
Executive  aath<»i^,  resolution  far  a  committee  te 
inquire  into  the  expidieoi^  of  amendhig 
the  act  fitf  pnniidiiDent  trf'  eeitain  erimes 
against  the  United  States,  so  as  to  eztead 
its  penalties  to  persms  usui^nng  the  Exeeo- 
tive  authority  thereof  laid  on  the  taUe    -  9488 
taken  op  and  debated       -      -      -  S493,  S5tt 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -      -  3645 
(c!ee  Crimetand  Utufpatimt.) 
Ezecuttve  officers,  reaidiitioa  nr  instnieting  Cob* 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  rqwrt  a  hBi 
tax  angmenting  dia  salaries  of  certain,  Ud 
on  the  table  ------  S7S4 

taken  op  and  committed                  -  3793 
a  bill  for  said  purpose  reported,  and  commit- 
ted  -  3831 

debated   3930 

bill  lost  39S8 

a  reaohitian  ba  increasing  the  sslaiies  of  the 
principal  offieen  of  the  Oovanment,  laid 

on  the  taUe  3ttS 

Senate  bill  for  augmenting  the  aalaries  o(  i*- 

ceived  3017 

d^te  on  a  motion  to  reject  it    -      -      -  8813 

biU  passed  30«P 

Exports,  &C.,  a  statement  of^  received  -  SS33 

Extra  coaapeoaaboo,  a  bill  allowing  ofGcerB  of  both 

HoDses,  reported  and  committed  •  -  3817 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  -  -  -  -  3856 
pamd  SUT 

F- 

riBsv  azBsioK. 

Federal  City,  report  from  the  ComnusMpiMn  of 

the  384 

(See  WiuAtnfton.) 
Florida  bcKindcry,  message  on  the  snbject  of  the  -  806 
committed  -      -      -  306 

Foreign  Powers,  committee  appointed  to  report  a 
bill  for  prohitnting  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  entering  the  service  of  -      -  367 
(See  Expatriation.) 
FtntificalioiiB,  reeolotion  calling  on  the  Secretary 

of  War  for  a  list  of,  laid  on  the  table       -  3»1 
(See,  also,  Porte  and  Harbon.') 
Freeman,  Mr.,  of  New  HampiSitre^  on  tt^  answer 

to  ttie  Preaidenes  Speech      •      -      -  88 

SKCOSD  8ISSI0H. 

Findley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  foreign  in- 
tercourse bill  .....  904 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  1000 
on  additional  revenue  -  1633 
on  the  bill  for  raiding  a  provinonad  army  1650, 1683 
has  leave  of  absence  fin-  tfie  lemainder  ti  die 

session  1701 

Fine  arts,  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  an  act  diving  artisls  a  prop- 
erty in  their  productions  -  1308 
(See  Uge/ui  Artt.) 
Folwell's  Jonmsls  of  the  Old  Congress,  reeolotkm 
for  subscribing  for  flum.  (See  JbunM/s 
of  Congreis.) 
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Page. 

Fonign  eoio>,  eonamittee  appointed  to  inqaue  wlwt 
alterations  are  reqainte  in      act  fiir  ngo- 

ia&ng  638 

their  report  693 

debate  on  it  717,  784 

■  reeolation  for  etupending  to  mnefa  itf  ttw  act 
relatiTe  to  nlvflrcoin,  Ac.,  aa  laetrainathe 
c'realation  of  foreign  onna     -  7SS 
a  till  fi»r  mepending  the  second  aection  of  the 

act  legalidbg  foreign  coina,  reported      -  73fi 
ordered  to  be  eofgt<mei     -      -      -      -  767 
pawed    -  758 
the  Bmeadioentfl  o(  the  Senate  agreed  to      -  903 
Fomgn  interooorae,  a  Inll  providing  the  means  o^ 

reported  and  committed  -  830 

debated  848,  1083,  1098 

pMHx)  1334 

Foreign  aerriee,  motion  for  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  report  •  bill  (o  prohibit  Americatt 
dtisens  from  entering  the  military  or  naval 
aervice  of  forogn  Powers      -  7S6 
-      agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -      -  801 
Fort  Miffin,  letter  mi  the  sotject  d  a  dangennu 
nratinj  diBcOTwed  amongdie  venals  io  qnar- 
an  tine  at     -----      -  2057 

maaMNrial  on  the  aabieet^  nemd  and  eom- 
mitled  -      -  -      -      -      -  SOM 


Portificationa,  debate  on  the  subject  of      -      •  1 880 

(See  Porit  and  Hasbon.) 
PoaodriM,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Preaideftt  to  pnr- 
chftse  or  lease  one  or  more  foondries,  re- 
ceived and  committed     -      -      .      -  IS96 

-  reported  -  1398 

Foster,  Mr.  Dwight,  of  Maaaachuaetts,  on  the  bill 
for  relief  of  the  l^d  lepresanlaliTCa  tit  de- 
ceased officers      .....  811 
on  additional  rannne       ....  I614 
F^rMjaa  in  ttie  Honaa-  (See  Anesdl  of  Primly.) 
Franee^  a  nwaaaga  commiuucatiiigdeBpatcheB,  &e., 

from  the  Amencan  Envoys    -      -  1300,  3039 
debate '  n  gmng  into  committee  on  the  sabject 

of  relations  with  -  1352 
a  readution  for  suspending  commerdal  inter- 
coarse  with,  laid  on  the  table  -  1835 

committed  1837 

a  bill  for  that  pnipoae  reported   .      .      -  1854 

debated  1856 

otdeced  to  the  durd  reading      ...  1868 

fivther  debated  1869 

pwnad  1866 

■mended  by  the  Senate     ....  1893 
amendments  concorred  in  -      -      -      -  1897 
a  bill  in  addition  and  supplementary  to  the 
above,  reported     -      -      -      -      -  3176 

debated  3178 

motion  for  a  committee  to  repwt  a  new  Inll  -  2180 

negatived  -  3181 

a  bill  fi-om  the  Senate  to  amend  the  said  act, 
leeeived  3183 

paaaad    S184 

sundry  resirintiona  on  the  sol^eet  of  our  rela- 
tions with,  hid  on  the  table   -  1870 

debated  1878 

ftirther  consideration  postponed  -  1893 
a  bill  from  thp  Senate  for  the  abrogation  of  the 

treaties  with   8035 

OTinmitled   3037 


Page. 

France,  a  Inll  from  the  Senate  for  the  abrogation  of 

the  trealtea vrith,  debated       -  -3063,3130 
passed    -       •  -  3137 

amendmenTs  concorred  in         -      -      -  3ISS 
resolutioa  requesting  the  President  to  instmst 
Mr.  Gerry  to  proceed  with  thenegotiatkm% 
presented,  and  afterwards  withdrawn      -  2088 
again  presented  -  3084 

negadved       ......  3068 

resolntiMi  for  appunting  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  declaring,  hj  legista- 
tire  action,  tiie  existing  slate  of  relatisna 
with   -      -      -      -      -      -  -3114 

debated  3118 

2130 
8l8 
8I9 


negatived  -  -  -  -  - 
Prank,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 


Franking  privilege,  a  bill  granting  it  to  the  At- 
torney General  nd  to  the  officer  command- 
ing the  United  Stales  tnx^  passed       .  1080 
a  bill  granting  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

passed  1997 

a  nU  granting  it  to  theSiqiervwois  of  Uie  Re- 
venue, passed      .....  3067 

French  armed  vessels,  a  bill  to  eneov^age  the  cap- 
ture o^  received  and  oonumlted      -      -  3178 
iqected  3177 
resolutions  aaUumang  the  culture  itf  French 
cruisers       ------  1788 

laidonlhetalde       .....  1784 

debrted  1797* 

committed       -  1818 

reported  -      -    .  -      -      -      -      -  1818 

French  emigrants,  a  measage  on  the  subject  of 
the  arrival  o^  £tom  Port-an-nnnecv  receiv- 
ed and  committed  -  3067 
a  bill  on  the  subject  reported      -      -      -  3058 
postpcHied  to  the  ikeit  sessioD     ...  3067 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  landing  of, 
debated       ......  2063 

postponed  to  the  next  session     ...  3067 
Frontiers,  Committae  of  Claims  directed  to  report 
am  the  expediency  of  extending  the  not  of 
Jnn^  1704,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
frutber  protection  of  the  frontiers    -      -  88S 
report  of  the  committee  -      -      -  946 

(See  Widows  and  Orphans.) 

TKiBD  aissioir. 

France^  a  bill  fhrtherto  suq>end  eommendal  inler- 

eonrae  with,  reftorted  -  3664 
debate  on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  -  -  3738 
taken  up  and  debated       8740,  3704,  3771,  3786 

paased   2791 

amendments  concurred  in  -      -      .      -  3833 
a  message  from  (he  President  enclosing  a  de- 
cree   the  French  Directory   ...  3796 
Fiendi  aimed  veaaebi^  a  biU  to  eneonnge  the  e^^ 

tnie  0^  repofted   .....  8688 

debated   3937,  8888 

rejected   8964 

French  citizens,  a  hill  concerning  those  who  have 

been,  or  may  be  braoflfrt  ht  aa  priaonara   •  8017 

paend  8018 

Frendi  debt%  meuMWial  from  sundry  moehants  on 

the  subject  of,  presented  and  committed  -  8490 
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G. 

rimar  ■iwiinr.  Vage. 

<JsUattn»  Mr.,  of  Pctnuylrwiia,  on  ibe  Auwct  to 

At  PmidMif ■  Spewh  71,  Ua,  192,  IM.  M8, 
Sie,  317,  SM.  337.  330.  233 

oadfftnrinnamirH     341.  344,  S6«.  377.  SS«. 

389.  390 

on  Ibebill  to{ifmiittlie«iporl>tioii  of  inM^ 

&c  SSI 

oo  (b«  bill  for  the  defence  of  porU  and  har- 
bors,   .       306,  307,  316.  316,  317,  318,  833 
OD  the  bill  lor  r«niig  an  ad^tional  eofp*  of 

artillery       -  836, 880 

on  flipatnation  -  864 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  tbe 

ITnhed  Htalea       -      863,  866,  376.  878,  386 
«a  atamp  dutwa       396,  899,  402,  407,  410,  413 
414,  416.  417.  419,  430,  431.  433,  437 
on  MldUional  ippn^iriatioDa  -   486.  489 

on  thedatiea  on  aalt  -  -    448.  446 

ontbebUItoanthoriiaaloan    •      •    444,  446 
on  the  taqiMchnMnt  of  William  Blount  460,  467, 
460, 460,  468,  464 
GiUflja.  a  rfoolution  antbtHiang  tbe  Pieaidontto 
provide  gall^a  or  oibar  veaMb  fm  d^ence 
of  the  coaat,  taken  up  andddMtod   •      -  394 
amended  and  agreed  to      •      -      -      •  397 

a  bill  reportod  300 

debated  889 

conmittae  diaeharged  fitom  flirthor  conaidera* 
tion  of  the  bill  468 

OUea,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  theelection  of  Cleii  61,  63 
on  appointing  a  committee  on  uofiniahed  bun- 

MH  eo.  (II.  63.  68 

on  the  Answer  to  the  Praddenfa  Speech    67,  70. 
06,  108,  109,  188,  148.  194,  198,311,316, 

317,  318 

on  defenaive  meaaurea   840,  344,  346,  377,  388, 

394,  396 

on  appointing  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Meaoa  ..>-•-.  898 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  bar- ' 

bora   804,  308,  333 

on  the  bill  fix  ratting  an  additional  cwpa  of 

artUlanr  ....  838,  841.  846 
on  expatriation  .....  364,  866 
on  tbe  Ull  fbr  proteotion  of  the  tnde  of  the  ' 

United  State*    880,  864,  866,  868,  871,  383, 

884 

on  atamp  dutiea  -  .  ■  .  .  889,  406 
Oiilaapie,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  for 

raising  an  additional  corpa  of  artillery      -  347 
Goodrich,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  Ibe  Anawcr  to 

the  Preaident's  Speech   -      -      -      -   si 9 
OD  appointing  an  agent  for  Britiah  claims   -  391 
on  atamp  dutiea       .....  4<|6 
Chlfdon,  Mr.,  of  Mew  Hampdiire,  on  the  Anawer 

to  the  Prendant'a  Speech  -  186,316,319 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  ezporlalini  of  arow, 

&c.  848 

on  expatriation        -      •      -      ■       -  865 
on  atamp  dutiea       -      .      -      .    397,  4SS 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  460.  461 
Chaane,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Ch^[4ain  ...  69 
Gilawold.  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Answer  to 

tbe  Piaaidint'a  Bpeaeh   ....  88 


Bicon  saaaioK. 
Gallatin,  Mr.,  of  PconsylTania,  on  the  nKMiaa  tot 
exeowDg  Mr.  Lyon,  <tf  Vemont,  from  at- 
tending tbe  coemony  of  preaenting  the 
Addre«  to  tbe  PiHidnt       ...  661 
on  the  Qnaker  memorial  ...  66* 

on  granting  leave  to  tbe  ftrmmtftttr  on  the  pro- 
tec  ioo  of  commerce  to  repoctby  bill  694,605,  006 
OD  tbe  acto  of  limitation  --    70^  718 

on  foreign  ooina  718,  733,  733;  MS 

on  tbe  Ull  authorisii^  dM  Preadeot  to  poat- 
pone  the  meeting  of  Congzeas  in  certam 

caaea   736,736 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  at  the  f|i|ui—ilBli  iin 

efdeoeaaed  officers  -      -      .  S18 

on  naval  appraprialiona  ...  83^  836 
on  expendhorts  for  the  naval  service  -  -  833 
on  the  fcrsign  inteRonrse  tnit  -  856,886,1118 
iMithecaseirfMeasra.OfiawoldandLyon997,  1006, 

1063.  1067 

onatampdutiea  -      -  .107^1078 

on  reUtiona  with  France  1363,  1837,  1363.  1370, 

3118,  3130 

on  the  MllfiM-aettlement  of  limila  with  Georgia  1881, 

1384,  1309 

on  the  rules  of  the  House  -  -  -  1391^  1394 
on  tbe  biU  for  reUefof  Ml  and  dkabled  sn. 

men    •  -  Itn 

m  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  harb(H*    -  1399 
on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  additiona]  corps  <rf'  ar- 
tillery -      -    1406,  1411,  1416.  1418,  14M 
on  tbe  biU  fcr  the  poiduMs  of  eaniun,  &e.  I486; 

1438 

on  the  bill  fbr  tbe  [votection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  Sutes       1465,  1463,  1466, 1476,  ItOB 
on  the  bill  for  raiaing  a  fHrovisiMial  army  1586,  1538, 
1631,  1656,  1689,  1693,  1735,   1743.  1763 

1936, 1987 

on  the  military  appropriation  bill  •  •  1544,  1666 
on  the  bill  fix  —i^MiAipy  ttw  Navy  Depart. 

ment  -  1546 

on  the  naturalixation  law  -  1661,  1770,  1778 
on  preaenta  to  Ministers  -  1598 
on  additional  revenue  -  1697,  1601,  1616 
on  the  memoriatof  Captain  Magnien's  gren- 

adio- company  ...  -1711,1783 
on  the  bill  concemiog  alien  enemies  1788,  1791, 
1793,  1793.  1973,  1996.  8008,  8088 
cm  the  iostroctions  to  commanden  of  armed 

veawls  18M 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

oftbe  United  States  -  1830,  1831,  3079 
on  direct  taxes  1837,  1848,  1893,  1918,  8068, 
3054,8067,  8178 
on  compenaation  to  collectors  -  1866 
OQ  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  interoourae 

with  France  -  1861 

on  the  adjoammeot  .....  1876 
on  letters  of  marque,  &e.  ....  1881 
on  the  defence  of  merchant  »ceaeli  1906, 1913, 1915 
on  aeditioua  practices  ....  1964 
on  the  bill  supplementaiy  to  tbe  bill  to  provide 

an  additional  armament  -  -  3033,  8183 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  3037.  8038,  8089, 

3044 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  Freocfa 

emigrants  306S 
w  the  increase  of  militaiy  est^diduMot  SOM,  8181 
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Gallatia,  Mr ,  at  Peoiuylvanu— ooattnued.  Page. 

on  thepunuhment  ofcrimM      3107,3136,  2166 
on  the  abrogation  of  treatiefl      ...  sise 
Gallejre,  lemtaUon  authorning  the  Pra»idmt  to 
traildandequipacertainQDmbero^FqMMted 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  provide  a  nnmber  of  email  veeeds  or 

galleys,  reoeiTed  1658 

committed       ...       ...  iqqq 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1593 

P«ed  16«7 

a  bm  to  uDen)  said  act,  raported  .  1876 

ordered  to  th«  third  readbg      -      -      -  1917 

P»««>d  1W6 

Omnett,  Deborah,  petition  of,  praying  compm* 
eation  for  her  eerviees  aa  a  Midler  in  the 
war  of  the  Revtdution,  presented  and  com  - 
mitted  -  644 
Georgia,  a  remonfltraace  from  the  Legislature  ef^ 
in  relation  to  the  law  regulating  trade  and 
iirtercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  in 
relation  to  the  operation  of  the  flxistiog  tree, 
ties  with  oertain  Indian^  referred  to  a  select 
comm  ttee  -  656 
a  bill  from  the  8ena:e  for  sn  amiciUile  settle' 

mentof  limits  with  this  State,  oommitted  1*49 
conaidereJ  (277 
recommitted  1294 
reporte<l  j^yQ 
further  considered  -  *  .  -  .  .  isgg 
motion  to  strike  oot  a  clause  in  the  IhH  provi- 
ding  that  slavery  shall  not  he  forlndden  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory  ...  1306 
motion  negatived  -  -  -  .  .  1318 
bin  ordered  to  third  reading       -  1313 

panad  1818 

03m^  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  stamp  duties     -      -  1079 
on  relations  wiA  Franca  1266,  1362,  1323,  1332, 
1338,  1315,  1356,  1358 
on  the  Inll  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  Ueorgia  -      .      -      -  i3ug 

QiHespie,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  his  testimony  in 

the  case  of  Messrs.  GriswoJd  and  Lyon    -  1051 
Gtoneeater,  a  bill  establidiing  an  annaal  salary  for 

the  aorrvror  of  the  port  o^  passed  -      -  3139 
Oeodrich,  Mr.,  of  Connectient,  on  land  titlea  in 

Tennessee    ......  816 

(Ml  tiie  foreigQ  intercourse  bill     •      -      -  931 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griawold  and  Lyon  -  1003 
liis  testimony  in  the  above  case  -  1030 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial  -       -       -  666 

on  the  bill  to  r^pilate  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  cases  of  contested  elections  -      -  686 
his  testitioaey  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold 

and  Lyon  (054 
on  stamp  duties       .....  1080 

on  the  mlea  of  the  House  ....  1393 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  oflimiti  wift  Ge  >rgia  130S, 

1308 

on  relations  with  France  -  1363 
on  the  bill  lor  TBiring  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  1424 

on  the  bill  for  the  purohase  of  cannon,  Ac  -  1430 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  •  -  1083 
ondireettaxes  S056 
on  the  biH  for  the  protection  of  eammace  -  9063 
on  the  abrogatioD  of  treaties      ...  SI83 

5th  Con.— 188 


^e. 

Great  Britain,  reaohidon  far  abrogating  the  treaties 

witii,  presented  and  afterwards  withdrawn  1893 
Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain    -      -      -  636 
Grenadiers,  Capt.  Magnien's  memoiial  from,  pre- 
sented     -  1707 

debate  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial      -  1706 

referred  17S4 

Griswold,  Mr.,  ofGonnecticut,  on  the  foreign  inter- 
course bill  -                              -      '  890 
Griswdd  and  Lyon,  Messrs.,  resolution  fw  expd- 
ling  them  from  the  House  fat  disorderly  con- 
duct  10S6 

a  resolution  requiring  thwn  to  pledge  them- 
selves tn  commit  no  act  of  violence  during 
the  sesMon  of  Uie  House,  propoaed  and  de- 
bated  1040 

agreedto  -      -      -  ...  I048 

(See,  also.  Brenehof  Privilege.') 
Grove,  Mr.  of  North  Car<tina  on  the  bill  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States     -  1397 

TBI  an  Bxssioa. 

GaUotin,  Mr.  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  alien  and 

a-  dition  laws  3438, 380 1, 3889,  2900, 3967, 8998 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  3486 
00  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  2196,  3513, 
363.%  3584,  3586.  3596,  2637,  3681,  2683,  3705 
on stanq>dalie4  3S:>9, 356 1, 3669, 3570.  317 1 , 367S 
3674,  3803,  3308,  3813,  2814 
on  relations  with  France  ....  8071 
on  the  bankrupt  bill  .....  8649 
on  rules  of  Uie  House  -  -  -  -  S789 
on  printing  the  despatchMfiomAeAnierieui 

Envoys  at  Paris  .  -  -  -  -  8786 
on  the  bill  to  snqNod  eomowdal  ioteroonrse 

with  France  8746,  1869,  3774,  8783,  3787 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  -  3838,  8859 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President,  in  certain  cases  -  2910,  3048 
OQ  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessele        •       -  -  3987 

on  a  roHriution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  -  3969 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 

militia  8978,  80&8 

on  the  inctease  of  the  army  -  •  8034,  8088 
Oanam,  Taylor,  and  Jones^  a  bin  for  the  rdief  oC 

reported   3796 

passed  8708 
Georgia,  report  on  the  remonstrance  <^  the  Le^s- 

lature  of,  committed      -  2488 

debated  8S47 

report  concurred  in  and  a  Inll  ordered  -      -  8819 
(See  Indiatv.) 
Goodrich,  Mr. ,    OonneetieQt,  aa  the  hill  tosnqMud 

commercial  intercourse  with  France       -  8769 
on  the  bill  to  aothorite  the  capture  of  Fmeh 
armed  vessels      .....  3933 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire^  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  lavrs  ...  3446,  34fi0,  8799 
OD  the  impeachment  of  William  Blonnt  -  2479 
on  impressment  of  seamen  ...  3664 
on  stamp  duties  -  -  -  2660,  3563,  3666 
on  (he  bankrupt  bill  -  -  -  8688,  8664 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliatira  in 
the  President  in  certain  eases  ...  8909 
Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Ch^tlein  •      -      -  84Sft 
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GcHwold,  Mr,  of  C<mneotieut,  on  the  araipstum 

of  ExacBtive  authority  2488*3494,8693,3607 

H. 

riB8T  aBSSIOlT. 

Harbors.    (See  Porta  and  Harbors.) 

Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  answer  to 

the  Prendent'a  Speech  108.  136,  14!^,  169,  S06, 
211,  217.  318,  223 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

4x.   360,  361 

on  defentive  measures    364,  361,  374,379,  886, 

3S0,  396 

on  the  bill  fbrdefeneeof  the  poitoandharbon 

of  the  United  States     -     300,  SIO,  312.  313, 

818,  319 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  327 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  American  citizens  enter- 
ing the  service  of  foreign  Powers     -    353,  364 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States  .  -  -  -  364, 383 
on  stam^  duties  398, 399,  403,  406,  416,  4 1 6,  434 
on  additional  ajfroiniationi  -    486,  439 

on  the  dn^  on  salt  -  ■  -  •  -  448 
m  the  UU  to  authorize  a  loan    -  -  444 

on  the  impeadiment  of  Williwn  Blount  466,  467, 

460.  401 

Hartley,  Mr.,  of  Penn*yIv«oia,  on- i^ipointing  a 

committee  on  unfinished  business   -  60.  61,  63 

on  the  answer  to  the  l*resident's  Speech      06,  200 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  bar- 
bers of  the  United  States      -      -      -  317 

on  the  t»ll  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  888 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery   846, 347 

Havens.  Mr.,  of  New  Yoik,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech       -      -      -      -  330 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 
Ac   -       -  261 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors   ~       -       -       308,  304,  810,  313, 313 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  entering  the  service  of  {otaga 

Powers  348 

skcoud  SKSSioir. 

Harper,  Mr. ,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech   -      636,  636,  646,  647 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House  -      •      -      -  641 
on  aiqximting  a  committee  to  reptwt  a  bill  to 
prorids  for  a  uoifonn  aystnn  of  bankmpt- 

ey   643, 644 

on  the  reference  of  the  President's  Speech   -  663 
on  the  Quaker  memorial    •  668 
.  on  the      respecting  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  easea  of  conteated  elections   -  684, 

686,  667 

on  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  on  the 
l^tection  of  Commerce,  to  report  by  bill  694 

on  foreign  coins      .....  720 

OQ  the  IhII  to  authorize  the  President  to  poet- 
pone  the  meeUng  of  Congiess  in  certain 
eaMS   736,737 

on  the  hill  for  the  protectioa  of  commerce  -  766, 

774,  1816.  3071 


Harper,  Mr.,  of  Sonih  Cartdinai— continued.  Psge. 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  danghters 

of  Count  de  Grasae       -       -  798,795 
on  Naval  appropriationB     -     821,  633,  633,  887 
on  Naval  expenditures      .       -       -       -  831 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill    -    663.  869, 1 169 
Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  case  of 

Mesne.  Griswold  and  Lyon  978,981, 1006, 1038^ 

1067 

on  stamp  duties  .  -  .  .  1070, 1074 
on  telatMOa  with  France    1363, 1259,  1338,  1841. 

1353,  1360,  1369 
on  the  l»]l  for  sMtkmient  of  limiu  with  Geor- 
gia     -       -      1277,  1379.  1281,  1283,  1388, 
1284,  1399.  1800 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  1431 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  -  1428^ 

1481,  1430 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Sutea  1446.  1461,  1466, 1580 

on  the  bill  for  reiung  a  provisional  army     -  tSSO, 
1646.  1691, 1706,  1747,  1764 
on  the  anpplementaiy  bill  -      1934,  1936,  1940. 

1942,  1945 

on  the  military  appropriation  Hll  1548.  1644, 1564 
on  the  bill  for  establidiing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment  1549 

on  the  naturalization  law  •  1567,  1668,  1569 
on  presents  to  Ministers  -  -  -  -  1691 
on  additional  revenue  1597.  1604.  1616, 1631 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company  -  -  -  1714 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enmies  1786,  1969, 
1997,  1998.  2000, 2023 
on  tbe  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 

vessels  1798 

ondirect  taxes  -      -     1838,  1693,  1894,  1980. 

3053,  3068 

on  compensation  to  collectors    -  1867 
on  the  volunteer  service  -      -      -  1878 

on  letters  of  marque^  &c.   .      -      -      •  1870 
on  the  defence  of  merchai.tvesHls      -  1907,  1916 
on  the  Ull  to  provide  erma  for  the  militia     -  1038. 

1981,  1933,  1933 
on  the  bUl  to  authoriie  a  hma    S037,  2038,  2048, 

3045,  3046 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 
emigranta     ------  3065 

on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Establishment  3091 
on  the  bill  for  puaisbment  of  crimes     3106,  3164 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties       -       -       -  3185 
o'l  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend cwunercial  intercourse  with  Franee  3178, 

3179 

on  the  bill  to  amend  said  bill     -  3183 
<ai  the  IhU  to  provide  an  additional  naval  ar- 
mament -       -       -       -  8188 
Harrison,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  tbe  hill  to  provide 

arms  for  the  militia       -      -      -      ■  1938 
on  relations  withFrance    -      -      -3118,  3119 
Hartley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  bill  for  the 

protection  of  commerce  -  768,  1838 

on  the  report  on  the  petUion  of  the  daughters 

Count  de  Gresse      -      -      '      -  79S 
on  relationa  with  France   -      -      -  1854,  1369 
on  the  Ull  for  eettlement  of  limits  with  Gew 
gb  1809 
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Bartley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylnnu— cmtiniwd.  P^. 
on  the  IhII  for  defnica  of  the  porta  ud  har* 

borsoftheUnitsdSt^  •  -  -  1398 
pn  the  bill  for  ninng  ui  addilioiuil  corps  ofKr- 

tillery   1403,  1417, 1420 

ot)  thebill  for  the  purchsMof  cumrni,  &c.  -  1437 
on  the  luU  for  raising  a  proTuioiialanny  1689,  1759 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnieu's  grena- 

diw  company  -      -      -  1719 

on  the  Mil  to  aathorixe  a  loan    .      -      .  S040 
on  the  UU  to  lagolate  die  landing  of  French 
emigranta    -  2064 
Haveoi,  Mr.,  of  New  YoA,  on  foreign  coins  780.  606 
his  teetiaiODy  in  the  ease  of  MeaRs.  Griiwold 

and  Lyon  1053 
on  the  foreign  iikterconrsa  hill    -      -      •  1084 
Hili,  Henry,  report  on  the  petition      committed  629 

debated  680 

recommitted  -      -      -      -  681 

report  agreed  to  -  IS49 
Holmes,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  direct  taxes  -  2060 
Hosmer,  Mr,,  of  New  York,  his  tfstimon;  in  lh« 

case  Messrs.  Oriswold  and  hjaa  -  1016 
Horlbu^  Captain  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatiTes      presented      •  746 

debated  768 

reoMmnitted  -  766 

TatBo  SEBsioir. 

Arper,  Mr.,  of  Soath  Carolina,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws  -     2826,  2429.  3433,  3436, 
3447,  3888,  2967,  3968 
on  the  resolution  for  distributing  co(nes  of 

the  ConstituUon   3462 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  •  -  3466,  2469 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  2476,  2467 
on  the  census  bill     -      •  -      -  3492 

on  osurpatiui  of  Executive  authority  2503,  2528, 

3617,  2703 

on  stamp  duties  3668,  3663,  3806,  3806,  381 1 
CD  mles  of  tha  House  ....  2738 
on  the  reeolotion  for  printing  the  despatches 

irom  Oe  American  Enroya  at  Paris  -  3783 
on  the  bill  farther  to  soapend  commerdal  in- 

lercourse  with  France  -  -  3746,  2774 
on  the  angmeBtatim  of  the  Navy  -  -  3836 
on  the  Islt  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  -  2909,  3913 
on  increase  of  ExecnliTe  officers'  salaries  2923 
on  the  bill  to  anihoi^  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  -  3940 
on  the  bill  anthoiixing  a  detachment  of  the 

nuBtia   2981,  3063 

(M)  increase  of  the  army  .  .  -  -  8027 
HanisDn,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  usurpation  of  Ex- 

eentiTe  anthoritf  -  -  -  •2617 
Ibtdey,  Mr  ,  of  Penniqrlvania,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  -  -  2463,  2464,  2886 
on  the  bankrupt  bill  -  .  .  .  3407 
on  the  bill  furUier  to  suspend  commercial  in- 

tarcourse  with  Frnnce  -  2771 
on  (he  inerasae  of  the  army  -  -  -  303 1 
Hnridll,  Jouthan,  a  hill  for  the  rdief  o(  raported  2796 
paased   2798 


h 

riasT  SBSsioH. 
bnpeaduBent.    (Sea  Blount,  WUUam.) 


SKCOND  sssaioa. 


Imlay,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

and  committed     .....  761 
I        reported  .......  764 

piused   1630,  168S 

'  Imlay,  Mr.  J.  H.,  of  New  Jersey,  lus  testimony 

in  tbe  case  of  Messrs.  Ghiswold  and  LyMi  1050 
m  the  foreign  intereonne  bill    ...  UOS 
In^eadiment,  articles      in  flie  case  of  William 

Blount  048 

Imprisonment  for  debt.    (See  Jntohent  Law.) 
Indiana,  resolution  for  miJung  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  expenee  of  a  trea^  widi  the 

Cherokees  837 

a  Message  wk  the  subject  from  the  President  B4t 
committed  -      -      -      -      -  846 

estimatB  (tf  die  Secretaiy  of  War  of  the 
amoant  neeeesary  to  draray  expenses  of  the 

treaty  847 

a  Inl]  to  defray  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians  claiming  lands  in  Tennessee,  re- 
ported  980 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -      -  947 

passed  953 

amended  by  the  Senate  -  -  -  -  1044 
report  on  ^e  amendments  ...  1058 
report  negatived  and  the  amendments  agreed 

to  -       -   !0«0 

Insolvent  Isw,  report  of  tbe  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  respecting  the  alterations  necea- 

saiyinthe  1068 

report  considered      -----  1848 

a^eedto  1848 

a  bill  supplemeotaiy  to  and  in  amendment  of 
the  act  foe  tbe  relief  of  persms  impriscmed 
for  debt,  reported  .....  1266 
amended  ■  -      -      -      -  1271 

recommitted  1878 
reported  -  1648 
recommitted    -  1660 

reported  1797 

ordered  to  a  third  readmg  .      -      -      .  1818 

passed  1BI4 

amenilments  agreed  to      -      -      -      •  1868 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 

debu  duo  the  United  States,  rq>orted      -  1706 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1818 

passed  1814 

resolotioo  directing  the  Attorney  General  to 
report  a  plan  for  a  general  law  for  the  re- 
lief of  insolvent  debtors,  laid  on  the  table  1818 
taken  up  and  agreed  to     -      -      -      -  1886 
Instmctions  to  armed  vessels,  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject of .      -      -      -      -      -      .  1797  _ 
(See  Frenek  armed vemb.) 
Inanrrection  of  1794,  report  on  sondiy  patUitma 
praying  compensation  for  damagea  sna- 
tained  in  consequence  of  the  •      •      -  1876 
Invalid  pnnrionera.    (See  Peiuiontn. ) 


THiansiBSioir. 

bidiaDB,  a  bill  making  an  ap{nopriali«i  to  ddray 
expenses  of  holding  a  trea^  or  tnadea 
with  certain,  reported    ....  2881 
ordered  to  the  diiid  reading       -  2916 
pMsed  2916 
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Induns— continaed.  Page. 
I  bill  from  the  Senate  nuking  appropriationt 

fiir  cairyiog  into  effect  certain  treatiee  with, 

committed  -  SB26 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  S9S6 

peued  S957 

bnpMchment.    (See  Blount,  WiUiam.) 
bq>resnnent  i<f  Eeamen,  resolution  calling  on  the 

President  for  information  on  the  lubjectof, 

laid  on  the  Uble   2546 

taken  up  and  debated       -      -      -      -  2664 

agreed  to  3556 

a  Meaeage  and  other  documents  on  the  aobject 

of  the  impreaament  of  men  from  the  United 

States  a'oop-of  war  Baltimore  -      •      •  t5T4 

J. 

FIBST  BBB8I0II. 

^ibi  a  resolution  for  appropriating  money  for  the 
erection  of  jails  in  such  •Stales  as  have  not 
anffieimt  provision  for  the  confioement  of 
piiaonera  under  the  lawe  of  die  United 
States,  negatived  .      .      -      .      -  483 

SICOITD  axssioiT. 
louma  a  of  Congress,  resolution  for  af^Kiinting  a 
committee  to  report  on  the  expedienqr  of 
refwinting  the  Jouraala  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, and  si.ch  reports,  Ac,  as  are  out  of 

print  846 

resolution  instracting  the  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  altering  the  form  of 
keeping  the  Journals  of  the  House  •      -  646 
resolution  from  the  Senate  for  subscribing  for 
400  copier  of  Folwell's  edition  cf  the 
Journals  of  the  old  Ooogreas,  pos^Mmed 
to  the  next  seaniHi        -  2180 
Jndkiaiyt  lesolntioo  fbc  appointing  a  tommitleeto 
npmt  on  the  alterattona  oeoeasafy  in  the 
act  wtablishing  the  Judiciaiy  Departmmt  767 
a  bill  supplementary  to  tte  act  estabtiahing 

the  Judicial  courts,  reported   •      -  .1116 
ordered  to  the  thitd  reading      ...  1366 
rejected  .......  1267 

resolution  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act 
regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States^  and  providing  compensation 
loT  the  officers  of  said  conrts    ...  818 
a  bill  providing  compensation  for  the  officers 
of  Slid  courts,  andtoreped  certain  paria  of 
the  acta  thwein  menlioaed,  rqiorted        -  1373 
recommitted    -      ...      -      .      -  1669 
reported  1707 
pused  1784 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  altering  and  extending 

the  Judicial  Courtn,  received    -       ■       .  1833 
postponed  to  the  next  sessioa     -  1676 
a  resolation  directing  the  Attorney  (Jeneral 
to  r^Mct  a  plan  to  regulate  the  pvoceaa  and 
practice  of  the  conrts  of  the  United  Stetea  by 
an  uniform  svatem,  laid  on  the  table      -  1678 

•greed  to       '-  1877 

a  commiUee  appointed  to  report  on  the  ezpe- 
diency  of  investing  in  the  Judges  of  the 
United  Stateo  and  of  the  several  Statea  pow- 
er to  bind  to  the  peace,  Ac,  for  offcncee 
against  the  United  States       .      .  .3173 


TKiBO  susioa.  Psgi. 
Journals  of  Ooi^;ress,  a  reatdotion  anthoruii^  a 
subacription  fm  ■  certain  nnndm  of  oopiaa 
of  the  Jmunala  of  Omgtea^  repoita  fron 
Heads  of  Depanmenta,  Ac,  ]m  on  the 

table  3H4 

cocDHutted  -       -       -       -       -  SSn 

resolutbn  for  subscribing  for  400  eopiea  of 
Folwell's  edition  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress  -  8045 
Jodidaiy,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  Ihll 
to  provide  cmnpensaLioo  for  manhals,  j/tr 
ror%  witnesses  Ac,  and  to  rtfeal  pre> 

sent  Uw  MN 

hiU  nfxirted  3M1 

ndeted  to  the  thiid  naffing  ...  Mil 
passed  MM 

K. 

FiKsT  aBssies. 
Kittera,  Mr.,  of  Pauit>ylvania,  oa  the  answer  to 

the  Prendenrs  Speedi  ...   817,  SM 
on  the  bill  for  rainng  an  addtlionaJ  corps  of 

artillery       -  -  -      -  Ml 

on  the  biU  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Sulea  387 

on  stamp  duties       -      -      >  -  W7 

SBconi  axaaioir. 

Keiinebunk  river,  a  Ull  in  relatum  to  the  ereetioo 

of  [nera  in  tti^  reported  .      -       -      .  litt 
Kentucky,  a  message  transmitting  the  act  of  Ihii 
State  ratifying  the  amendment  to  the  Coo- 
stitution  respecting  the  suabili^  of  Stales  -  809 
Kittera,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Inll  for  the 

settlement  of  limite  wiUi  Gewgia    -      -  IMS 
on  the  Irill  for  the  protection  of  commerce   •  IM 
on  the  bill  providing  anua  for  the  militia    •  lUI 
on  die  hill  concerning  alim  owmiea   .     •  MM 
on  the  reaoIutioD  for  requeetiog  the  President 
to  instruct  onr  remaining  HtniBter  at  Pirii 
to  proceed  with  the  n^ottationa     -      -  SOU 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes      -  31 D 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties      -  *1J* 
on  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  army  811^  SIM 
KosciuBko,  General,  debate  on  a  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  report  whatmeas- 
nns  are  neoessary  to  enaUe  him  to  oNaia 
payment  of  his  claim     -      -      .     .  W 
the  Hecrelary  of  the  Treaanty  direded  to  re- 

ftvt  what  legislative  aetioD  ia  neoeaaaty  •  76) 
his  report  received  -  -  -  _  -  771 
debated  -...-.-7M 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  intei^ 
est  on  the  certificate  given  him  by  the  Gov- 
emment,  reported  -  -  -  .  .  T9t 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  801 
passed  -  - 

amendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  -  -OS 
a  conference  appointed  thereon  -  •  .IN 
the  House  recede     -      -      -      .      .  Mi 

L. 

TTBrr  fBssioa. 

Lands,  petitions  complaining  of  a  deficiency  of 
the  lands  purchased  of  lheUi>ited  States, 
and,  also,  of  the  conspiracy  isl  land  neenla* 
tors,  refened  to  the  Heeretaiy  itf  theTraai- 
uiy     -      -      -      -      -  -  Tl 
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Page. 

LawB  of  the  United  States,  report  on  the  subject 

of  lawB  Bbout  to  exfHre  ■        -       -       -  377 
s  bill  to  cootioufl  suDdi;  of  ttaem,  ordered 
to  be  engroMed   -----  387 

pened    .      -      -      -      •      -      -  391 
unendmenta  concurred  in  -      -      -      -  43t 

Leirii^Thomu,  a  Ullibr  the  relief  o^rqmrted   -  448 
passed     -------  4.'i8 

postponed  by  the  Senate  to  next  M«ion      -  465 
litre  oak,  resolution  making  provision  to  enable 
the  Preadet.t  to  procure  a  sufficient  qnan- 
tity  (rf,  laid  on  the  table  -      -      -      -  333 

resolutioD  lequesting  the  President  to  furnish, 
at  the  next  session,  information  respecting 
such  live  oak  landa  as  mi^  be  purchased 
for  the  use  <tf  the  Government        -      -  464 
(See.  also,  Tbaber.) 
Idvingston,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech  67,  116,  137,  197,  198, 

219,  S32 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
arms,  Ac.  247 

on  defennve  measures       -  264 

on  the  appcnntment  of  an  agent  in  relation  to 
British  claims  291 

(m  stamp  duties       -  888 
Loan  :  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  bor- 
nm  money  on  tfie  credit  of  the  United 
Stales  «39 

debate  on  the  bill  for  that  purpose  •  444 

bill  passed  446 

IiTOD,  Mr. ,  of  Vermont,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech     -       -       -     194,  83«,  »34 

on  the  Ull  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
arms,  dtc  -      -      -      847,  248,  849,  251 

on  the  duty  on  salt  -      -      -      -     S36,  443 

on  the  bill  authorising  a  detachment  from  the 
mUitia   837,  389 

on  stamp  duties       -     390,  89S,  400,  416,  4S6 


StCOITD  sissioir. 


Land  titles,  report  on  the  sul^ect  rtf '  - 
Lanib  :  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  North- 
western Territory,  received     -      -  - 

committed  ------ 

repotted  ------- 

postponed  to  the  next  session 

a  committee  instructed  to  report  the  progress 
made  in  carrying  into  efiect  the  act  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and 
whether  any  amendments  to  the  said  act  are 
necessary  

report  of  the  committee  - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  certain  lands  to 
8.  Muoroe  and  others,  received 

reported  ------- 

pKHed  ------- 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  mle  of  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  reenvad 
Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  valuation  of,  and  for  enumerating  the 
slaves  in  the  United  Slates,  reported 

debated   -      -      -      -       1898,  1888, 


-  777 


amended  fay  the  Senate 
ameodmento  considered 


1089 
1081 
1917 
2030 


1031 
1926 

1866 
1917 
8033 

-  8114 


1839 
1917 
1925 
3087 
3088 


Page. 

Lapsley,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

rquesentaUves     received  and  committed  1668 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  report  on  sncli  as  are 

ihoat  to  expire     -----  6tt 

reaolution  proposing  to  publidi  them  in  one 

paper  in  each  Slate       -       -       -       '  8181 
disagreed  to     -----      -  8188 

Letters  of  marque,  &c.    (See  Armed  veneb  ) 

Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  -  1561 

pawed  1778 

duAgreed  to  by  the  Senate        -  -  8139 

Licenses.  (See  Stili"  and  Winea  and  Spirila.) 
Light-houses,  &c.  :  report  on  the  subject  of  erect* 
ing  a  light-hoQfe  on  Eaton's  Neck,  and 
erecting  piers  in  the  harbor  of  Newport  -  966 
a  bill  for  erecting  a  tight-honse  and  placing 
buoys  in  certun  plaoea  therno  mentioned, 
ordered  to  the  third  reading   -      -      -  1088 

passed  1097 

amendments  agreed  to      -      ,       -      -  1849 
resolution  lespectiog  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing a  light^MHise  at  Old  Pmnt  Comfort,  Vir- 
ginia  19M 

petition  of  sondiy  merchants  ofNorfUk,  pray- 
ing the  flvectioa  of  the  light  house,  and  a 
copy  of  an  act  of  Virginia  ceding  land  for 
the  purpose,  received  and  committed  -      -  1846 
bill  for  erecting  a  Ug^t-boose  and  placing  buoys 

,  at  places  therein  mentioned,  reported  -  1378 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -      -       -  1437 

passed  -  1440 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland  Marine 
Society  praying  for  the  erection  of  buoys  in 
Portland  harbor,  committed   -      -      -  1363 
a  bill  for  erecting  a  ligfathonse  and  placing 

booys  at  placoetttercin  mentioned,  reported  1876 
ordered  to  the  thud  reading       -  14ST 

pasHd  1440 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland  Marine 
Society,  praying  for  the  erectitm  of  bno^e  in 
Portland  harbor,  committed    -      -      -  1863 
a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  plaong 

buoys  at  places  thwein  mentioned,  reported  3061 
a  bill  resperting  li^t-hoosea  and  beacooi,  re- 
ported -------  8087 

passed     -------  3088 

Ltvermore,  Edward  St  Loe,  report  on  the  petition 

of,  considered      -----  789 

negatived  -  749 

Livingston,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  rules  of  the 

House  941 

on  appointing  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to 

establish  an  uniform  bankrupt  system  -  644 
on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Bpeedi  -  649 
on  the  Quaker  menumal  -  -  -  -  66S 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daogfaten 

of  Count  De  Graaie  -  .  -  .  794 
on  naval  apptopiiatioiia  -  -  .  .  834 
on  naval  expenditures  -  -  -  S38,  884 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  880 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  lOOt 
on  relations  with  Prance  -  1260,  3369,  1304 
onthebillforreliefof  sickanddtsabledseaDien  1388 
on  the  bill  for  defanceof  the  ports  and  barbon 

ofths  United  States      -      -      -  -1897 
on  the  bill  to  ni«  an  additional  enpa  of  ar- 
tiUeir  14S9 
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LinagstOTi,  Mr.,  rfN.  York — continaed.  Page 

on  the  bill  fcr  the  purchase  of  carnoD  -  1433 
on  the  bill  for  piotection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  SUtca  1&19 

on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department  1552 
oa  the  bill  concerning  alien  eaemiee  -  SOOfi*  2020 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan    -      -      -  2046 

on  direct  lazes  2063 

oa  the  resolution  requesting  ttie  Presidmt  to 
direct  our  remaining  Ministof  tt  Paris  to 
proceed  with  the  negotiatioM  -  2083,  2085, 9086 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes      2104,  2185,  2162 
on  the  increase  of  the  army        •       -       -  2 1 29 
Loan,  a  resotutiori  for  making  provision  to  enable 
the  President  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  mo- 
ney for  the  public  service  for  the  year  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-eight       •      -  1899 
agreed  to  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  ordered  1938 

htUnpCHTted  1073 

debated  S0S7 

passed  S049 

amended  by  the  Senate  .  -  .  ■  S17S 
a  conference  appmnled  on  the  amendmeDts  -  2173 
amendments  conndered  ...  -  3174 
the  Senate  recede  -  -2177 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  obtain  a  loan 
in  antidpation  of  direct  tax,  reported  2 178,  SI  77 

passed  2177,2181 

Loan  Office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  &c,, 
motion  for  suspending,  for  a  limited  time, 
80  much  of  the  act  w  support  ckT  public 
credit,  and  for  redudng  the  pabUc  debt,  as 
bars  from  settlement,  after  a  limited  time, 
loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates  and 
indents  <tfintCTe8t-  -  707 
a  bill  on  the  sabject  reported  ...  i622 
wdered  to  the  third  reading,  and  nature  of 

the  bill  explained  1773 

passed  1774 

amendmeDts  of  the  Senate  agreed  to   -      -  1871 
Loan  ofBcee,  a  bill  making  appropriations  fox  the 

ezpensesof  the  several,  reported     -  -2171 
conndered      -      -      -      -      -  -2176 

Loweo  recovered  under  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
direct  the  proper  officer  to  report  «  state- 
ment of,  laid  on  the  table       -       _  . 
taken  up  and  agreed  to 
the  report  received   -      -      .      -      -  1044 
Lyon,  Mr. ,  of  Vermont,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech     -  635,  037 
on  amotion  toeTcuse  him  from  attending  the 

ceremony  of  presenting  the  answer  - 
on  the  Quaker  memorial   -      -      -  - 

a  resolution  for  expelling  him  from  the  House 
fiir  an  assault  upon  Mr.  Griawold,  present- 
ed and  committed  -      -      -      -      -  955 

hia  defence      -       -       -       -       .  -971 

hii  narrative  -      -      .      _  I025 

(See  Bnach  of  PrtviUge.) 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  -       -       -  1291, 1293 
on  the  UU  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c-  1432 
CO  presenta  to  Ministers    -      .      .       .  1B69 
on  tiie  bill  for  raising  a  provinonal  maj     -  1683 
on  the  Inll  eoneeniing  alien  enemies   -  I7S6, 179S 
on  the  bill  far  the  prateetun  of  eoauneice    -  1824 
00  direct  taxes  -      .....  1225 

SD  nlatkms  with  France   ...      -  SISO 
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Lands,  committee  appointed  to  inqoue  what  alter- 
ations are  necessary  in  the  act  fur  the  sale 
of  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio       -      -  2807 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  a^d  act,  com- 
mitted -------  2914 

an  amendment,  reported  -  2919 
bill  postponed  to  the  next  aesKMi  -  -  2927 
a  bill  appropriating  lands  for  military  aervieeB, 

reported  29&S 

ordered  to  the  third  raading,  and  passed      -  Sffill 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Miami  riven, 
reported       -       -       -       -       -  3019 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  3021 
passed    -------  SOU 

Lands  and  dwelling-liouse^  a  bill  to  amend  the 
ad  to  provide  for  the  valoatioa  oS,  and  fiir 
enumerating  the  slaves  in  the  United  Stales, 
reported  -      -      -      -  2726 

debated  3815,2817 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  2820 

passed   2821 

amendments  concurred  in  •      -       -      -  2974 
Laws  of  the  United  Slates,  a  resolution  reapectbg 
the  more  general  promulgation  of^  agreed 
to,  and  a  Mil  ordered     -  SON 

bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  more  general  

promulgation  o^  rq>orted      ...  3012 
Lewis,  Thomai^  a  bill  for  hlief  of^  received      -  2807 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  2811 
passed  283S 
Light-bouses,  dec,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection 

of  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island,  rqxwted  -  2966 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  2974 

passed   2986 

Livingston,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  usurpation  t  f 

Executive  authority       -  2686 
on  the  bill  farther  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse witii  France    -      -  3724. 2768, 2777 
on  the  aUen  snd  sedition  laws    3799,  2601, 2887, 

2892,2893 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President,  in  certain  cases       -  2907, 2912, 

2914,8045 

on  the  liill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels        -       -       .       .  2941, 2961 
on  the  increase  of  the  arm;       3081,  8032, 3086 
Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  a  resolntioa  for  ei^dling 

bim  from  the  House      ...      -  2964 

debated   2959 

rejected,  two-thirds  not  concurring  -  2973 

his  remarks  on  the  resolutitxi     -      -      -  3905 

M. 

KIBST  SBSSIOIT. 

Macon,  Mr. ,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  election  of 

Clerk  61,  8» 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  basi- 

nesa  ...  .-.--93 
on  defensive  measures  -  -  239,  241, 280 
on  appointing  an  agent  in  relation  to  Britidi 

^Iminyi  -  391 

on  the  reqaistt'on  finr  militia      -      •      -  392 
on  die  bill  fte  d^enoeof  the  pottsand  haibam 
of  die  United  Stales      -  -  300.803 
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Macon,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolin*— continued.  Page, 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

miliU.  338 

on  the  bill  fijr  orgsniring  the  militia   -      -  3*1 
on  the  bill  for  nrotecUon  of  Hbe  trade  of  ihe 

United  States       -       -       -     364.  366,  3S5 
on  stamp  duties        ...       -    387,  425 
Ifembers,  a  list  of  those  prewnt  at  the  opening  of 

the  session  -  •       "     1 » 

the  oath  adminiatered  to    -      •      -  52 
fhrtber  attendance  of  &8,5e,  63,  67,  88,  110,  169, 
193,  881,298,386 
a  motion  in  relation  totfieaccoante<^ludon 
the  table-      -      •      -       -      -    .  " 
Merrhen*  veasds^  a  resolution  makiag  provision 
for  the  arming  of,  presented   -      "  _,  * 
Hewag^  th  "  President's,  on  the  subject  of  the  Flor- 
ida boundary  - 
transmitting  documents  on  the  eubject  of  dep- 
redations on  American  commerce  - 
a  confidertial  message  received  - 
reported  on  - 

another  confidential  message  on  the  critical 
gituation  of  the  coantiy,  leceiTed,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee 
report  thereon  ------ 

Mileage,  a  HH  allolmng  foil  nuleage  to  memben 

of  both  Houses,  passed  - 
Military  Establishment,  a  reaolutioj  for  augment* 
ing  the,  presented  -       -       -        •  - 
(See,  also.  Army.) 
Militia,  a  reaolution  for  putting  eigh^  thousand 
militia  in  a  stale  of  requisition 
agreed  to  io  committee  - 
taken  up  in  the  House  - 

agreed  to-   - 

a  t»ll  ^ricting  a  detachment  firdm  the  mUibs, 
reported  ------ 

ordered  to  he  engrossed  - 
«  committee  ai^nted  to  report  vbat  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  militia  laws 
a  bill  for  organiang  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia, reported  ------ 

Milledge,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  defcnmve  measures 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States 
Morgan,  General,  of  Virginia,  petition  complun- 
ing  of  the  iUegality  of  his  election,  present- 
ed and  committed  -      -      -      -  - 

McDowell,  Mr.,  of  North  Candina,  ontheanawer 

to  the  President's  Speech  -    IS&»  212 

on  defenwve  measures      -      _      .      -  286 
on  the  ToquisiUon  of  militia       -  293 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  port*  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States     -       -       -  - 

on  the  bill  for  raidng  an  additional  corps  of 
arttlleiy  ------ 

on  the  Mil  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States  

Ml  stamp  duties  -  -  -  -  88S,  «7 
on  addinonal  appropriations  .  .  -  435 
on  Ae  impeachment  of  William  Blount    457, 464 

SBCOITD  SBB810R. 

Maem,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  motion 
excusing  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Vermont,  from  at- 
tending the  ceremony  of  presenting  ihe 
answer  to  the  President's  Speech 


887 

-  339 
r- 

-  305 

357 
377 
408 


440 
447 

-  441 

830 


S83 
264 
39S 
S04 

ass 

330 

-  297 

340 

289 

-  308 


67 


318 
837 


871 


MacoD,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— coDtinned.  Page, 
on  the  acts  of  limitation  -      -      -  719 

on  foreign  coins  .  -  -  -  -  784 
on  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  r^wseatatiTCB 

ffif  deceased  officers  ...  -  81S 
on  Tennessee  land  titles  -  -  -  -  816 
on  the  case  cf  Messra.  Oriawold  and  Lyon  -  1008 
on  stamp  duties  -----  1076 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  UIl 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  with  Geor- 
gia  1308 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States      .      -      -  1897 
on  the  bill  for  rainng  an  sddHional  corpe  of 

artillery       -      -      -       1403,  1406,  1430 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  1430 
on  (he  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Sutes         -       1465,1474,  1506 
on  the  bill  for  raisbg  a  provisional  army    -  1637, 

1672,  1698,  1756 
on  the  supplementary  bill  -        1936,  1942,  1946 
on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department  1547 
on  the  naturalization  law  -      -        1571,  1780 
on  presents  to  Ministers    -      -      -      -  1586 

on  ndditional  revenue  -      -      -  1616 

on  the  memorial  of  Ca(dain  Magnien's  gren- 
adier company     .       -      -       .      -  1710 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemus   -      -  1786 
on  the  b'll  for  protection  of  the  eonunorce  of 

the  United  States  -       -       -        1815,  1836 
on  direct  taxes  ------  1840 

on  the  bill  providing  arms  for  the  militia     -  1930 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan   -      -      -  2048 
(m  the  UlI  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  3105,  3161 
Magnien,  Captain,  a  menxnial  from  his  company 
of  gmiadiers  presented  -      -      -  - 

motimi  to  commit  it  - 
committed 

Marine  corps,  report  on  the  salject  of  establish- 
ing this  corps       -       -       -       -  - 

debate  on  the  report  -       -       -       -  - 

a  bill  to  organize  the  corps  reported  - 
agreed  to  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -  1865 
amendments  of  the  Senate  eoncurred  in      -  218S 
Msryland,  a  bill  to  continue  the  act  giving  assent 
of  Congress  to  the  act  of  this  State  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  health  officer  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 
pas<ed  ------- 

amended  by  the  Senste  - 
amendments  concurred  in  - 
Massachusetts,  a  bill  declaring  tiie  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  this  State  in  relation  to 
tite  pladng  of  piers,  dtc.,  reported  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 


1T07 
1708 
17M 

1784 
183S 
1886 


1116 
1341 
1344 
1396 
1367 


u  ttie  Qo^er  memorial  - 


650 

-   661,  668 


1097 
1346 
1348 

Members,  list  of,  presnit  at  the  ope&ing  of  ttie 

sesnon  626,  636 

fimher  attendance  of  6S7.  6S8,  687,  640,  644, 
656,  671,  693,  715,  786,  776,  788,  830,  890, 

918,  968 

Merebant  vessels,  p^tiaiis  against  the  arming  of, 

presented    -      -      1367,  1413,  1416,  1523 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  defence      reported  -  1896 

debated  1899 

passed  1936 

amendments  of  the  Senate,  committed  -  1907 
concurred  in    -----      -  3033 
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Mewget  the  Piendent's,  tnnnniUiDg  «  letter 
from  tbe  Judges  on  the  subject  of  the  law 
■ttering  the  time  for  holding  circuit  couriB 
in  Delaware  -       -       -       -       -       -  716 

4ranHtnitting  a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
State  in  relation  to  tbe  action  of  the  Stalea 
on  the  amendment  (o  the  ConHtitution  re- 
upecting  the  Buability  of  Slates         -      -  764 

transmitting  an  act  of  the  State  of  Kentn^y 
rati^ing  the  said  amendment  -  809 

fMommcnding  an  appropriation  to  defray 
expenma  of  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
diana  -  848 


transmitting  a  representation  from  the  Judge 

of  the  Pennsylvania  Jiatrict,  and  a  report 
from  tbe  Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  penions  imprisoned  for 


debt  847 

transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  respecting  the  state  of  aflairs  in  the 
Territwy  on  the  Missieeippt  -  -  903 

transmitting  two  acts  of  the  Britidi  Parlla- 

Uament       -  960 

on  the  subject  of  outrages  commiUcd  by  a 
French  privateer  in  the  harbor  of  Charlea- 
ton     -------  968 

transmitting'sn  account  of  expenditures  from 

the  Executive  contingent  fund  -  -  10S9 
in  relation  to  the  city  of  Waahiogton  -  -  1063 
transmitting  despatches  from  the  American 

Envoys  at  Paris  1203,  1374,  1.594,  1870,  1978 
on  the  subject  of  relations  with  France  1376 
transmitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  and 
other  documents,  on  the  subject  of  our  re- 
lations with  France      -      .       .      .  3039 
enclosing  a  letter  from  the  (>ovemor  of  Penn- 
^Ivanta  on  the  sBbject  of  an  arrival  of 
French  emigrants  from  Port  au-Prinea    -  S067 
Maaiengen  in  Dapartmenta^  rqmt  oa  the  sul^ect 

of  increaae  of  th«r  salaries,  committed    -  966 
Bfililaiy  EistaUidunent,  r^rt  on  appropriatiom 

for  the,  considered        -       .      .      .  tai3 
a  bill  making  q»proiBiationa  for  the  years 
seventeen  hundred  and  niueQr  oght.  re- 
ported   -       -  1357 

debated  IMS,  1554 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  ifisg 
a  mistake  corrected  and  tbe  bill  passed  -  IS69 
amendmenU  of  the  Senate  conddered        -  1874 

agreed  to  1876 

a  reaolotion  for  iacwMing  Ae,  laid  on  the 

table   1611, 2088 

debated   8089 

committed       -  3008 
a  bill  making  an  atteratioD  in  the  act  fixing 
the,  in  relation  to  the  aj^intment  of  a 
Brigade  Major  and  Inspector,  received     -  1771 

passed  1773 

(See,  also,  Army. ) 
Militia,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  are  necessary  in  the  act  pro- 
viding for  an  uniform  militia  system       -  643 
a  hilt  for  organizing,  arming,  and  diseiplioing 

the  militia,  reported  -  786 
debated  ...  -  1884,  IBM,  1069 
Teeonunitted  -  1660 


Militia — continued.  Pigr, 
a  Ull  to  repeal  in  part  and  to  amend  the  act 
te  estebliah  an  uniform  nulitia  system,  re- 
ported -  1701 

debated   -------  1771 

recommitted     ------  1773 

a  bill  to  provide  annsfor  the  militia,  reported  1877 

debated  1939 

onfered  te  the  third  reading      ...  193s 

passed  1938 

Mill^ge,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  tbe  lull  for  an  ami 

cable  settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia  -  1S77, 


1879,  1881,  1388,  ISH 
on  the  bill  eupptemeniary  to  the  t»il  to  raise 
a  provisional  army        -  1949 
Mint,  a  letter  from  the  SecKtaiy  of  State,  and  a 
report  thereon,  respecting  alterations  in  the, 
comniitied    -      .      -      -       -      -  698 

a  resolution  calling  on  the  Director  for  a  state- 
ment of  bullion  deposited  since  his  last  re- 
port, and  on  account  of  the  gdd  and  al- 
ver  coin  iamed  in  the  aame  period   -      -  740 
tfie  report  received  -       -      -  740 

motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Conunittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  -      -      -      -       -      -  808 

negatived        ------  60S 

Morgan,  General,  of  Virgiiua,  memorial  contest- 
ing the  election  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections       -  849 
report  of  the  committee    -      -      -      -  671 

the  report  agreed  to  -      -      -       -      -  688 

Morris,  Mr.,  of  Vennonti  on  the  caie  <£  Messrs. 

Griswold  and  Lyon       -      -      -  888,  1006 
McDowell,  Mr.,  of  Ninth  Carolina,  on  the  IhII 

for  the  {mteetion  of  commerce  -  767,  1S16 
on  land  titles  in  Tennessee       -  -  814 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  1489, 

1434 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  tbe  trade  the 

United  Stales  1507 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1536, 
1644,  1705,  1736,  1740,  1769.  1771 
on  the  Bupplemejitary  Ult  -  -  -  1034,  1946 
on  the  bill  to  esldidish  the  Navy  Department  1649 
on  the  naturalisation  law  -  1673,  1678,  1776 
on  presenta  to  Miniaten  -      -      -  1681 

on  the  instructions  to  conunaaden  of  aimed 

vesseU   1707,  1800 

on  direct  taxes  -  ...  -  -  1646 
on  the  compensation  to  collectors  -  -  1668 
on  the  bill  for  suspending  commercial  intCT- 

courae  with  France  ....  1869 
on  the  volunteer  service  -  -  1871,  1873 
on  the  bill  for  providing  arms  for  tbe  militia  1087 
on  the  bill  concerning  ^icn  enemiee  -  -  8081 
on  the  Inll  to  authoiixe  a  loan    -  -  8088 

on  the  Inll  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigrante   3066 

on  the  increase  of  the  mititaiy  establishment  3089 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  -  3106 
on  the  bill  for  rncouraging  the  capture  of 

French  artned  vessels    .      -      -      .  8178 

THIBO  SnStOS. 

Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  tbe  alien  and 

sedition  laws       -      -       3433.  3437, 8886 
00  the  nwdntion  fiw  distributing  oi^ieaof  tlia 
Constibilion  8484 
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Mtcon,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— continacd.  Page. 

on  usurpation  of  ExecnliTe  authority  -  2&42,  2693 
on  an  additional  rule  .  -  .  .  372s 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatdie* 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris        -  2736 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  conunercial  in- 

tMvonrss  with  Francs   -      -      -      •  3767 
on  Ae  bill  to  aotboriie  the  capture  of  Freneh 

armed  vemals  3995 

on  the  increase  of  the  army       -      -  3037,  3040 
on  the  hill  vesting  &e  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President  in  certain  cases  -      -      -  3051 
Marine  corps,  a  committee  initnicted  to  report 

what  augmentation  is  necessary  in  the     -  2792 
a  bUl  to  authoriie  an  mcrease  of  the  corps,  re- 
ported   3978 

ordeiedto  the  thirdreading        -  8017 

pond  8018 

Matben,  Jamea,  a  UU  making  compeosation  to, 

committed   2926 

ordered  to  the  ttiird  reading       -      -      -  2966 

pMMd  3967 

Mamben,  a  liat  o4  pieaent  at  the  opening  of  the 

aeaiion  2417 

further  attendance  of  -     341 9,  3430,  3424,  343fi, 
3428,  2437,  8441,  8487,  3488,  3621,  3r>46. 

.8564.  8699,  8648,  8795,  3815.  3984 
Meaaage,  the  Preaidenfs,  enelonng  deq»tdiea 

from  Uw  American  Emojs  at  Paria  -      -  8786 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

on  the  subject  of  said  despatches     -      -  2786 
debate  on  a  resolution  for  printing  an  extra 

number  of  the  above  documents      -      -  3739 
the  resolution  agreed  to     -      -      -       -  8740 

message  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  edict  of  the 

French  Directory   -      -  -  2706 

another,  communicating  certain  information  io 
relation  to  the  said  edict  -      -      -  -SOI? 

Military  EatobliduMnt,  icftort  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  theaubjectof  the,  raceired  ai^ 
committed   ------  8547 

aUlI  for  ttie  anf^ort  of  the,  reported  -  -  3798 
ordered  to  third  reading     ....  3959 

passed   8973 

Military  services,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  making 

grants  of  land  for,  reported  -      -  3955 

passed   3021 

HiKtia,  resolution  ftw  appmnting  a  committee  to 
veptat  what  amandntenls  are  uecesaary  in 
the  act  to  eatabHdi  an  unifiHm  militia  lys- 

tern   8488 

a  raaolation  anthoiring  a  detachment  from 

the  inilitia,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  3966 
taken  up  and  debated  -  -  •  -  8975 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  pursuant  thereto  retorted  3985 
ordered  to  third  reading  and  passed  -  -  3021 
debate  on  the  Senate  amendments  -  -  8068 
disagreed  to  and  further  connderatioo  of  the 
bill  postponed  to  the  next  seanon  -  -  3054 
Mi^owdl,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  die  mar- 

pation  of  Enentive  antboiUy  -  -  -  8708 
m  an  additimal  rule  -  .  ■  .  3787 
im  the  bill  to  anupvai  oommercial  interaoons 

witii  France   8777 

on  stamp  duties   8806 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws    -       8687,  8897 
on  the  IhU  to  anthorixe  die  eaptore  of  French 
armed  veswls       ...       8987,  3986 


McDowell,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolioa— continued. 

on  the  bill  authoiiring  a  detaefament  from  the 

militia   2976,  3977 

on  the  increase  (rfthe  army  8088,  8080,  8087,  3080 

N. 

FIRST  8BSSIOK. 

National  defence,  resolution  making  provision  for  889 
Naturalization,  resolution  for  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  rule  of,  laid  on  the  table  431 
Naval  armament,  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 

trade  of  the  United  States  received  -      -  384 

debated  369 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  -      -      -  877 

passed  885 

title  ofthe  bill  altered  -  -  -  •386 
the  Senate  agnse  to  some  and  disigree  to  other 

amendmenis  -      -      -      -  890 

debate  on  the  amendments  -  391 
committee  of  conference  appointed     -      •  393 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  dtsa^eement  to  all 
the  amendmentsexceptthe  first,  which  for- 
bids the  use  of  the  frigates  as  convoys      -  407 
the  Honse  recede  from  said  amendment      -  409 
Naval  Batablishment,  a  resolution  for  making  far- 
ther proTUBon  fbr  completing  and  manning 
the  frigatea  United  States,  Constellation, 

and  ConstitutitHi  88S 

resolution  forpurchanng  a  further  naval  force  889 
resolution  for  empowering  the  Prendent  to 
employ  the  naval  ferce  ofthe  V.  States  as 
convoys  to  protect  the  trade  thereof  -      -  8S9 
resolution  authorizing  tbe  President  to  provide 
a  farther  naval  foroe      -  383 

amended  886 

agreed  to        -  890 
Navy  ywd,  veaolation  anttioraang  the  Prerident 

toaeleet  a  proper  attefin  a  oavyyaid-      -  888 
Newqwpers,  order  for  sopplying  them  to  members  68 
Niehda^  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  app<unting  a  com- 
mittee on  unfinishH  btuinesa  -      -       SI,  6S 
on  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech  69,  70,  71, 
94,  194,  199.  311,  813.  316,  218.  884 
an  defennve  meacmes    841,  84S,  243.  344,  871, 
385,  2S7.  389.  890,  395 
on  appointing  an  agent  for  Biitidi  claims    •  891 
on  appmating  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana        ......  3O8 

en  tbe  bill  for  defence  c^the  ports  and  harbors 
ofthe  United  Staiea      -      -      -      -  818 

on  the  bill  fin  raismg  an  additional  coipa  of 

artillery   836 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  American  citizens  from 

entering  the  service  of  foreign  Powers   348,  354 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  tbe  trade  of 

tbe  United  States  861.  863,  868,  873,  378,  384 
Ml  stamp  dutiea     888,  390,  808,  396,  413,  414^ 

417.  418,  430 

on  additional  apfHtqniations  -  -  488^  480 
on  die  dn^  Ml  salt  448 

on  tbe  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  450,  456,  461 
North  Carolina,  reaolotion  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  continue  processes 
in  the  Circuit  'ourt  of  this  Stat^  agreed  to  410 

a  bill  pnrmant  dieieto  passed     ...  431 
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Nfttchez  District,  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  for  the  eatablishnwot  of  a  provia- 
iooal  govem&iait  in,  wfaiTed  to  a  select 
committee  -      -      -      -  960 

Natnraliutioii,  loeoliitioa  direcUng  the  committee 
on  defence  to  report  as  to  the  expediency  of 
amrading  or  suspending  the  act  to  eatablisfa 
an  nniform  rule  ot,  laid  on  the  table       -  1437 
amended  and  agreed  to      -      -       -      -  14S3 
report  of  the  committee     -  1566 
debate  thereon  -      •      -       1S67>  1670,  1630 
a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  in  amendment 
of,  the  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
natnralixation,  repwiad  •      -      .      -  1707 
considered  1776 

passed  1788 

amendments  concarred  in  -      -      -      -  1935 
Naval  Armament,  a  bill  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  provide  and  rai^oit  a  naval 
snntment,  reported  -      -       -  126S 

debated  1367 

passed  1870 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  an  addition- 
al naval  armament,  received  and  committed  1384 

debated  -  1440 

passed  1S8S 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  provide  a 
naval  armament  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  States,  reported  -      -  S03S 

debated   3033 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  and  passed      -  3034 
debate  on  the  Senate  amendments       -      -  3181 
Naval  fistablishment,  resolution  making  an  appro- 
priation for  completing  the  frigates  United 
States  Constellation,  and  Constitution    -  8t9 

debate  thereon  821 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to-  in- 
quire into  tae  ezpenditore  of  the  mon^a 
heretofore  appropriated  for  a  naval  arma- 
ment 830 
CMlsidered        -  881 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -      -  836 
report  of  the  committee     -      -      -      -  |fi63 
Navy  Department,  a  toll  for  estabtiAing  this  De- 

putment,  laceived  .  -  -  .  (436 
conmiued  1532 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  1S63 

passed  16fi4 

Noateal  Ri^ts,  a  reaolution  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  respecting  the  conduct 
of  the  British  Government  towards  the  neu- 
tral rights  of  commerce  nnce  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  laid  on  the  taUe        -      -  1874 

negatived  1877 

New  York,  a  petition  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, praying  that  the  fortifications  in  the 
harbor  o^  may  be  completod,  presented  and 
refefied  isia 
Import  thereon  -  1372 
NewqMpers,  order  ibr  supplying  dtem  to  members  626 
a  Ttipoti  on  the  salgeet  of  erchange  newqia- 

pers  1318 

committed  I319 

Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  reference  of  the 

Preudent'a  Speech  -  $53 
on  the  Quaker  mamorial   -      .      .      .  686 


Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia — continued.  Pige. 
on  evidence  in  contested  electioDB      -  -686 
on  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  eonunitlee  on 
the  protection  of  oommeree  to  rqioit  by 

bill  693, 887 

<m  fbrdgn  eons  719,  730,  737,  740,  761,  BOS,  807 
on  the  Ull  to  anlhoriie  the  Prudent  to  post- 
pone the  nteetiog  of  Congress  in  certsin 
cases   -      --      --       -  -7I8 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  768,  3079 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  <tf  the  dao^iten 

of  the  late  Count  De  Graase  -  -  -  711 
on  land  titles  in  Tenneflaee  -  -  -  81C 
on  naval  ap|«(^riations  -       -      -  8SS 

on  the  fineign  intercoarae  bill  849,  866,  866,  W 
oa  the  case  of  Mestrs.  GriswtM  and  Lyon  -  MS 

1087,  lOtt 

<Hi  Stamp  duties  .  -  -  .  .  lOSS 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  1 144 
tm  relations  with  France  I3S3,  1333,  1366,  1361, 
1368,  1369,  2117,  3119 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limib 

with  Georgia  1278, 1280, 1S81, 188S,  1301, 1314 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  -  1S88 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  -  1403,  1417,  1418,  1419,  UM 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.  -  1433 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Slates      1440,  1446,  1468.  U59, 

1460,  MH 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  pMvistonal  army  1636,  lUO 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain 

crimes  -      -      -      -       3103,  3113,  S139 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties      -  3131 
on  an  additional  naval  armament        -      -  31R 
North  Carotins,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  to 

two  acts  of  this  State,  reported  -  -  IIIS 
ordered  to  the  third  rnwliiin  ...  1976 
paaaed     -       -  -  .-1380 

NorthandVesey,  Measra.,  report  on  the  petition  of  6K 
a  committee  appointed  to  bi^g  in  a  bill  br 

their  relief  IM 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading     -      -  746 

passed  7U 

amended  fay  the  Senate     -      -  -  711 

amendmenta  concurred  in  •  -  .  -  813 
Northwestern  Territory,  a  reaolotion  propoang  o«> 

lain  advantages  to  settlers  in  the,  reported  IM( 
a  letter  from  the  Surveyor  Gcnerri  on  the  sob- 

ject  of  surveys  in  aud  TanHmj,  referred  1371 
reported  on      -----      •  1936 
a  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the,  received    ■  1039 
(See  Land*.) 
Nourse,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  his  rdie^  received  1393,  l&M 
passed     -      -      .      -      -      -  1773 

TBIBD  SXSSIOH. 

Naval  Establishment,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  3663 
committed  S6M 
considered  -  SI9C 
referred   -------  3796 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  government  of  the,  reported  •  97U 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -      -      •  S9M 

pasMd     -      -   3986 

a  bill  for  augmenting  the  navy  and  fixing  die 
pay  of  captains  of  ships  or  vesseta  o!  war, 

reported  3816 

debated   3833.  3831 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  386f 
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forther  debated  S8&7 

poMd  3888 

B  Ull  maluDg  appropriation*  for  the  aapport 

of  the  Dtvy,  reported  -  -  -  -3617 
ocdered  to  the  third  reading  ...  3031 
paaaed  9033 
a  bill  filing  the  pay  of  captaina  and  command- 
ers of  shipa  ot  war,  reported  -  2883 
ordered  to  ihe  third  reading,  and  the  motive  of 

the  bill  explained  3916 

paaaed  3919 

a  meaaage,  stating  the  number  <rf  ▼esasU  in 
eommiari<ni(  with  thm  tonnage  and  num- 
ber of  men   3046 

Newspapers,  order  for  sapplytng  them  to  members  3419 
Niebolas,  Mr.»  of  Vir^nia,  on  Ihe  alien  and  aedi- 

lion  laws  S439,  3431.  3463.  3799,  3884,  388S, 

3002 

on  the  reaolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Constitution   3463 

(m  the  bankrupt  bill  -  -  -  3465.  2580 
on  theimpeachment  of  William  Blount  3471.  2487 
on  usurpation  of  fixecutive  authority  3493,  3495, 
S61&.  3584.  3691.  3692.  3600.  3717 
OD  the  Ull  further  to  snapend  eommecdal  in- 
tercourse with  France  S78S,  3741.  3759,  3781, 

3783 

on  an  additional  rale  -  -  -  X727,  3728 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  -  2651 

on  the  bill  vesti:  g  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  -  29U7,  2908 
on  the  increase  of  salaries  of  Executive  officers  3924 
on  the  bill  to  autluMnxe  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  ....  3938  3944 
cn  tbeteaolntioalbr  ezpdHng  Mr.  Lyon  firom 

the  House  3961 
on  the  Ull  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  ■      -   3981 

Northwestern  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
establishing  a  supreme  court  for  the,  com- 
mitted  2919 

postponed  to  the  next  session     .      -       .  3046 
(See,  also,  Landt.) 


nnaT  sieaioir. 

OUo  land*.    (Sea  LanA.) 

Oti^  Mr.  of  Maaaaehosetts.  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  103,  197.  198,  814,  334,  283 
on  defensive  measures  -  341,  369,  381^  890 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  harbors 

of  the  United  StatM  -  808.  809.  317.  S19 
on  expatriation  -  -  -  -  -  366 
on  the  bill  for  protectioo  (rf  the  trade  trfthe 

United  States  .  .  -  -  .  366 
on  itampdutiw  890, 401.  407,  410,  416.  480.  489 

aacoiTD  aasstOH. 
Oaths,  a  resolution  tot  iiipointiiig  ■  eraunittee  to 
inort  on  the  pn^ne^  ai  enq>1oying  cer- 
tam  o£ken  of  the  Senate  aid  Hooaa  to  ad- 
miniater  oaths  dec        -  106O 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported   -  1371 
ordered  to  Ute  third  reading       -  1376 

pMsed  1380 

amendments  ocneuiied  io  -      •      •      •  1660 


Pfcge. 

Officers  and  soldien,  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  such,  aa  s^ed  daring 
the  war  and  died  between  the  months  of  ' 
March  and  November  1783  reported       -  77S 
debated  810 

UUIost  839 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  relief  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  Foldiers         -       -  1378 
a  resolution  on  the  subject  negatived  -      -  1874 
Old  Pcnnt  Comfort.  Virginia,  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  Legialatuie  of  Virginia  ce^ng  to  the 
United  States  two  acres  of  land  for  a  light- 
house at,  reoaved  ...      -      -  1S46 
(See  Lighi-houtu  4«-) 
Utis  Mr.,  of  Masmchusptts,  on  Ibe  answer  to  the 

Presidenfs  Speech        ....  647 

on  the  motion  to  excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  at- 
tending the  ceremony  of  presenting  the 
answer        ------  660 

on  granting  leave  to  the  committee  on  the 

protection  aS  commerce  to  report  by  bill  -  697 
aa  foreign  coins  ...  726,  806.  806 
on  the  bill  for  the  piotection  clf  commerce  766,  778 

1819,  1833 

on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  -  815 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griewold  and  Lyon  987.  1040 

1041 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  1 146 
on  relations  with  France  1356,  I860,  1881,  1330 

1370 

on  the  rules  of  the  House  -       •         1387,  1291 

on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
witfi  Georgia       -      -  1308,  1808 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  porta  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States      -  1395 

on  the  Ull  for  raising  an  additional  corps  <^ 
artillery  1484 

on  the  hill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.  -  1438 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States       •      -      -        1460,  1488 

on  the  bill  for  raiang  a  provisional  aimy  1635. 1641. 

1733 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  -  1949 
on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Departmoit  1547 
on  the  naturalizaUon  law  1668,  1569.  1670,  1671. 

1676,  1581 

\  on  presents  to  Ministers  -  -  -  -  1686 
.        on  addition^  revenue       -      •       1608.  1636 

on  the  memorial  of  Certain  Magnin'a  gren- 
'  adiercompany  -      -      -      -  1714 

I  on  the  IrII  concerning  alien  enemies  1790.  1986, 
,  1999,  2016 

on  direct  taxes  -  -  1843,  1894.  8053,  8057 
I        on  the  Ull  to  suspend  commerdal  intercourse 

with  France  -      -      -      •      -      -  1864 
{        on  the  tall  to  authorize  die  defence  of  merchant 
I  vessels-  igoo 

'        on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia     -  1983 

on  seditious  practices        ....  1969 
I        on  the  resolution  requesting  the  Prerident  to 
'  instruct  Mr.  Gerry  to  continue  the  negotia- 

tions with  the  French  Directory      -      -  2086 

on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  310S.  8146 

on  the  abfog^on  of  treaties      -      •  -8135 

I  TBIHD  SESSIOH. 

I  Otii^  Mr.,  of  Maasachaietts,  on  the  bankrupt  tall  3468 
on  the  unpeachment  of  W.  Blount  3478. 8478. 3487 
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Otht  Mr.f  of  MunchnMUa — cootinoei.  Page- 
on  tuai^titHi  of  ExecutiTe  tuQuvitj  S539,  3687, 
2589,  2674,  2692 
on  impre§stiient  of  seamen  -  2546,  25S4 
on  stamp  duties  2657,  2560,  2362,  2567,  2570, 
2571,  3573,  2574,  S808,  2806,  2810,  2814 
on  an  additional  rule  -  2728 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris        -      -  2739 
on  the  lull  further  to  suspend  ooounNcial  inter- 
course with  France       -  3742, 

2770,  2781 

on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  -  -  2874 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  ...  S930,  2933 
on  the  increase  of  the  Army  -  3037 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliatioD  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  -  -  -  3049 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  lull 

authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  3062, 

3063 

P. 

riKST  SEBSIOlt. 

Paifcer,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  defensive  measures  242, 

289,  290 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  pro- 

^e  galleys  for  the  defence  of  the  coast    -  340 
<m  thebiU  ^tiiepnlectionof  the  trade  of  the 
United  States       -     369,  36S,  867,  378,  408 
Porta  and  hatbins,  a  resolntion  for  makhig  further 
proTision  for  the  defence  o^  presented  and 

debated  239 

a  bill  to  provide  for  fortification     reported  292,  297 
debate  on  the  Ull     •      -      -      -    298,  306 
bill  passed       ......  324 

Potter,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech  -      -      -    213,  229 
on  defeosLve  meaaures      ...    374,  392 
(Ht  the  Ull  for  the  deface  of  ports  and  har- 
bors   -      -      -      -      -      -   SCO,  803 

on  the  UU  for  rainng  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  -  347 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -      -  369 
on  stamp  duties        -       -       -     398,  406,  430 
Ptendent  of  the  United  States,  his  prochunation 

for  convening  an  extra  sesuon  of  Cons;ress  49 
his  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  -  54 
iondiy  documents  referred  to  in  the  Speech 

of,  recrived  -  -  -  -  64  to  S7 
answer  of  the  House  to  die  Speech  of  •  67 
bis  reply  thereto  -  287 

pieBdent'i  Message.    (See  Afeasage.') 
Prismeis  under  the  laws  of  the  Unit«d  States, 
resolution  for  appropriating  money  for  the 
erection  of  jails  for  the  confinement  of, 

negatived  433 

PriTateering,  a  bill  for  the  prevention  of,  received  247 
recommitted  252 
reported  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  -      -  267 

pused  -  381 

Friwa,  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 

prevent  the  sale  of,  in  certain  cases  -      -  367 
a  ^11  to  [vevent  vessels  taken  from  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  forrign  Powers  from 
receiving  new  registers,  reported     -      •  310 

passed  383 

Fretection  of  trade,  measorea  for.  ^ee  Comwiene 
andTVndE.) 


Provisional  Army.    (See  Army.) 

BBCOSD  BISSIOH. 

Paper,  petition  from  manu&cturers  o(  pc^ii^  a 
higher  duty  on  the  imported  article,  p«. 
senled  and  referred       -      -  -  8t6 

Parker,  Isaac,  of  MMmdnuetta^  on  the  Qttlnr 

memorial     -       -       -       -       -      -  661 

on  the  acts  of  limitation    -       -       -      -  710 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    -  761 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill     -      -      -  MK 
Parker,  Jonah,  of  Vir^nia,  on  the  Quaker  memo- 
rial  664 

on  the  claim  of  Gen.  Kosciaako        -      -  711 
on  the  resolntion  fat  expelling  Messti.  Grii> 

wold  and  Lyon    .      .      -      -      .  igi7 
on  rdationsmth  France   -      -      -      -  1259 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  rick  and  disabled 
seamen       -      -      -      -      -      -  1391 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  1469,  1831 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grei- 
adier  company      -      -  1708,170^1716 
Pensioners,  report  on  the  subject  of  placing  cer- 
tain persons  on  the  pension  list,  committed  G71 
a  bill  directing  the  Seuetai;  of  War  to  place 

certain  petaonsta  the  pension  fis^  nportad  SIS 
ordered  to  ibe  third  reading      -      -      .  8N 
passed     -----  __wg 

amendments  of  the  Senate,  committad       -  919 
concurred  in    -      -      -      -       -      -  9JI 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  allen- 
tions  are  necessary  in  the  act  respecting 
invalid  pensioners         -       -       -       -  746 

report  of  the  committee  -      -      -  131S 

concurred  in    -----      -  18W 

report  on  the  petitions  of  snndiy,  for  in- 
crease of  pension,  laid  on  the  table        -  14N 
Pennsylvania,  a  memorial  from  sundry  mem  ben 
of  the  Legislature  of  tiiis  State,  on  public 
al&irs  -      -      -      -  1S73 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pbysidans,  a  letter  from 
the  Prendent  of  this  institntion  on  the  anb 
ject  of  contagious  diseases,  laid  on  the 
table    -      -  -      •       ■      -  K7 

Pilots,  resolution  reqMcUng  the  expedient  of 
making  fiirtha  provimm  for  the  r^julalioa 
of.---      -      -  -MS 

Pim^ney,  Mr.,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  on  tin  tnsinr 
to  the  Pnsiden^s  Speech  -      -      -      -  Mt 

oa  granting  leave  to  the  Uonmittee  00  dw 
Proteolion  of  Commerce  to  laport  hr  UU 

7M 

on  fore^  ccaaa  •  -  -  .  -  7S6 
on  the  claim  of  General  Kosciusko  -  -  76S 
on  tiie  IhII  for  the  protection  of  coBimerce  -  77S 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  nprestnl- 

ativee  oS  deceased  officers  -  -  -  811 
on  naval  8{^ropriations  -  -  -  -  Bt7 
on  the  foreign  Intncouise  bill  -  -  -  814 
on  the  case  ti  Mesns.  Gtiswidd  and  LfOD  lOlI 
<m  rriations  widt  France  -  1U6,  1266,  ISM 
on  Oie  biU  for  the  lelier  of  rick  uid  disablsd 

seamen  -      -  - 

on  the  bill  {at  defence  of  ports  and  h arbors  -  13)8 
on  the  bill  for  rsising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery   1406,  l*l» 

OD  IIm  bill  Sox  rairing  a  provirionat  army  - 
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PoUodt  Oliver,  report  on  the  petitun  at,  eoiuid- 

ered  •  958 
a  bill  for  hie  rdief  reported  -  -  -  963 
negatived        -  1030,  1048 

Porta  and  harbors,  debate  on  a  resolution  for  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  fortification  of  1381 
reeolution  agreed  to  and  a  bill  ordered        -  1383 
•  bill  mipplementai;  to  the  act  for  defence  of» 

reported  1384 

d^ted  1394 

paaed  -  M02 

Poalmwtera,  petition  of  eandiy  depn^r  poatmaet- 
ers  in  relati  m  to  their  aecount^Hli^  for 
valuable  papers,  dec,  lost  in  paaaing 
through  their  offioea,  presented  and  com- 
mitted  796 

report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table    -  1068 
Poit  Office,  &c,  resolution  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  what  alterations  are  neces- 
mtj  in  die  act  eatabliihing  the  Post  Office, 

dte.  688 

a  Inll  to  eontinae  the  fifth  rndthu  of  the  act 

reqteeting  ttie  Port  Office^  dec,  reported  •  1S75 
pHsed     -  1396 
K^xirt  of  the  committee  sppointed  to  report 
on  the  ollerationa  neceaiary  in  the  act  re- 
specting the  Poet  OfSce,  dec         •      -  1663 
disagreed  to  and  the  subject  recommitted     -  1663 
a  IhII  in  addition  ro  said  act,  reported  -      -  1775 
pos^>oned  to  the  next  session     -      -      -  1836 
a  les'ilation  directing  the  Postmaster  CieDeral 
to  report  a  system  for  comprising  into  one, 
all  the  laws  on  the  talgect  of  the  post  offi- 
ces, dee.,  heretofore  pmed    .      -      .  19S6 

Pr«Miiti  to  MiniSlera,  a  letter  from  Thoa.  ViaA' 
ney  asking  the  consent  ot  Congress  to  his 
acceptance  certain  pieaanta  ofieied  him 
by  Uw  Governments  od"  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  committed  -  -  -  -  -  1658 
a  resolution  aothorizing  him  to  accept  the 

presents,  received  fhmt  the  Senate  -      -  1667 
committed        ......  1670 

debi^  1682 

negatived  1593 
obMTvatinis  1^  Mr.  Pinckney  on  tbe  subject  161S 
leaolntion  dedaring  the  motive  which  in- 
duced the  House  to  reject  the  resolution  -  1776 

adopted  1776 

Piettdent  of  the  United  States^  his  Speech  at  the 

opening  <^  the  sesrion  -  630 
committed  -  634 
debate  on  tbe  question  of  reference  -  -  663 
answer  to  his  Speech  -  -  -  -  642 
hisr^ly  668 
debate  on  a  resolution  calling  on  him  to  com- 
municate the  despatches  received  from  the 
American  Envt^s  at  Paris  -  -  .  1358 
rerolntiun  agreed  to  and  a  eommittee  ap. 

pointed  to  wait  on  him  therewith   -      -  1871 
his  Message  in  answer  to  the  resolution      -  1874 
President's  Message.    (See  Memage.) 
Privil^ee,  a  Committee  of,  appointed       >      -  966 

(i^ee  Breach  of  Privtl'-ge-) 
Protection  of  trade,  Ac  Commirce  and 

Thide.) 

Piovisiinia]  araiy.   (See  Armjf.') 
PnUicatioD  ol  debates.    (See  Dthatu. ) 


THIBD  8BSSI0B. 

Farker,  Josiah,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  -       -       -       .  3464 
on  the  impressment  of  aeamen   -  2666 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy      .  S832, 2871 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels  -       -       -  293 1, 2938 
Parker^  Isaac,  of  Massachos^ts,  on  usorpation  oS 

Executive  aath<m^  -      -      -  3677 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  -  -  -  S800 
PetiUons,  report  respecting  those  pending  in  the 

last  session  -      -      -      .  3444 

Pinckney,  Mr.,  of  Koutb  Carolina,  on  the  impeach- 
ment of  William  Blount   -  2486 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  author!^  2500,  2686, 

2594,  2608 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  -  2679,  2681 

on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris       -  3730 
on  the  bill  further  to  ntqtoid  eomnMieial  in- 
tercourse with  Prance   -      -  -8764,3768 

on  stamp  duties  8818 

on  the  btif  to  antfiorize  tbe  capture  of  Fieneh 

armed  vessels  -      -  -8038,3949 

on  increase  of  tbe  Army    -       3023,  3031,  3038 
Post  Office,  &c.,  a  committee  appointed  to  report 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  re- 
q>ecting  the  Post  Office,  dec  -      -      -  3488 
a  bill  to  establish  Uie  Poet  Office,  &c,  vqrart- 

ed  end  committed  ....      -  S8S1 
ordered  to  Ae  third  re^in;       ...  3917 

pwwtl  8018 

a  bill  to  alter  and  disoontinne  certain  routes 
and  to  establish  others,  reported     -      -  8973 
President  of  the  United  Statoi^  his  Speech  at  the 

opening  of  the  se«ion   -      -      .      .  8430 
committed  -      -      -      -      -  3436 

subjects  of  the  Speech  referred  to  appropriate 
committees  ......  3443 

answer  to  tbe  ^leech       -      -  '     .      .  3438 
his  reply  3443 
a  reacuniion  calling  upon  him  for  infonnatioii 
in  relation  to  aflain  vrith  France,  laid  on 
the  table  3573 
a  resolution  calling  upon  him  for  informatioa 
in  relation  to  the  decree  of  Uie  French  Di- 
rectory, respecting  dtizens  of  neutral  na- 
timiB  found  on  bwrd  Briti^  ships,  laid  on 
the  table      -  3914 
taken  op  and  debated       -  3916 

agreed  to  -  3916 

his  message  in  answer  to  the  resolution      -  3917 
Preddent's  Message.    (See  JKM^ge.) 
Prieoners  irf  war,  resolution  inslnicting  the 

mittee  on  defence  to  report  what  pnranoi 
is  necessary  to  defray  Uie  expenses  of  the 
subsistence  and  aafe-keeinng  of      •      -  8918 

Boom  nasKor. 
Quakers,  a  memorial  from  a  yearly  meeting  og 
<»Iling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
oppressed  condition  of  their  African  breth- 
ren, and  the  prevalence  of  general  vice  and 
immorally  ------  666 

debate  on  the  second  readm^  and  reference 
of  the  memorial     .....  668 
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QudKn— eontmited.  Pige- 
rafaiRd  to  a  select  committee     -  -  670 

report  of  the  committee  made    -      -      -  946 

committed  946 

debated  -      -  1082 

concDired  in    -----      -  1088 

Qaarmotine,  a  bill  reepecting  quarantine  and  health 

laws,  reported      .....  2753 

taken  up  2792 

debited   8794 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  S79S 

pawed     -   t796 

amendmenta  eonearrad  in  •  -      -  3957 

R. 

FIBST  SXSaiOH. 

Retara  of  anna,         reaolatioa  calling  on  the 

Preiideatfoca     -      .      -      .      -  281 
Retenue,  reaolntion  for  rauing  revenue  adequate 
to  ttw  rrimbunement  <tf  the  ram  piopoeed 
to  be  borrowed  fin  the  natiimal  defence    -  239 
a  tnll  to  provide  more  efiectuall;  for  the  col- 
lection a[  the  internal  revenue,  reported   -  S34 
committee  diacharged  from  further  coDndera- 

tion  of  the  bill  447 

Raleai  a  coounitlee  appointed  to  reriae  the  .      -  63 
dioaa  of  the  last  Houk  adopted  for  the  pre- 
MUt    -      .-  -.--63 
Bvdurfindf  Robert,  riectioo  of  General  Morgan 

eonteated  bj.  (See  Sbr^n.) 
Ratledga,  Mr.*  of  Sooth  Carolina,  on  the  anawar 

to  tiie  Prendent'a  Speech-  -  -  98, 883 
(HI  defennve  meaaurea  -  .  .  -  294 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  bar- 

bon   807.  310, 320 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -  -  372 
on  stamp  duties       -  398, 405 

on  the  impeachment  ot  William  Blount  466, 464 

■BCOirsSKBBIOIT. 

Reed,  Mr.,  of  Maasaofanaetta,  on  the  acts  of  linuta- 

tion  710 

GO  the  forrign  intercourse  bill    -      -      -  1S02 

Bofbgees,  a  tnll  for  relief  of  the  refugees  from  Can- 
ada and  Nova  Scotia,  committed     -      -  6S9 
committee  discharged,  and  anew  tall  ordered  641 
reported  -------  776 

recomnutted   803 

reported  818 

ordered  to  the  third  reading,  and  passed  -  836 
amended  b;  the  Senate  -  1029 
amwidmenta  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  1031 

lapoclad  1088 

recommitted    ------  1344 

the  Senate  innst  on  thnr  amendments  -  1249 
committee  of  oonference  appointed  -  -  1252 
report  of  the  committee     -      -      -      -  1357 

Registered  debt.  (See  Debioftbe  Vmted  Statet.) 

R^rt  on  sundry  claims  -----  640 
on  the  expediency  of  exempting  certain  claims 

from  the  operaiton  ctf  the  act  of  UmitationB  703 
on  foreign  coins  -  ...  -  717 
on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  -      •  777 

of  the  committee  appointed  to  xeport  a  bank- 
rupt ^stem  ......  796 


Report  nn  the  petitions  of  sundry  holders  of  bills  of 

credit  1249 

on  addiliooal  revenue        -       -       -      .  IMJ 
on  a  naturalization  law     ....  |SW 
Reporters.    (Vee  Rutet.) 
Retrencbment-  (See  Expendituree.) 
Rerenue,  motion  for  apptnnting a  cnnmittee  toin- 
qnire  what  alleraticms  are  neceasaiy  in  the 
act  regnlatiiig  the  compensatim  of  collectors 
of  duties  on  imports  uid  tonnaga    -      -  7S3 
report  on  the  subject     addititmal  revenue  -  I56S 
recommitted    -      -      -       .      .      -  156( 
again  reported  -       -       -       -       -  1567 

debated  1695,1613 

referred  to  flieCommittae  of  Waya  and  Means  1680 
resdutioti  for  q^Kunting  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  coUedion 
of  certain  internal  revenue     -  1771 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  passed     ...  1812 
amended  by  tte  Senate     ....  189S 
committed       -      -      -      -      .      -  1S97 
reported  -  19S6 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference     -      -  2087 
revenue  statements  received      -      -      •  lOM 
Revenue  cutters,  a  bill  to  continue  the  first  section 
(tf  the  act  reapeetiiw  revenue  ettftera,  rmort' 

ed  -  1M8 

passed     -  166? 

Revisal  and  unfintdied  bnsinea^  a  committee  oS, 

appointed     -----       .  616 
Rhode  Island,  resolution  of  the  VefpjAmtan  ct  this 
State  in  relation  to  the  stamp  act  and  the 
enactment  of  a  law  to  provide  an  uniform 
system  of  weights  and  measures     -      -  8M 
Romutas,  case  of  the  famoos  horsey  so  called     -  1046 

Roles,  motion  for  a  committee  to  piepaie  standing 

rules  for  the  House       -      -      -  -641 

negatived        ------  642 

an  amendment  to  the  rules  in  relstion  to  the 

reamsideration  of  questions  [»oposed      -  1030 
committed       ------  |0(3 

reported  1044 

rejected  -      -  -      -        I28^  1897 

an  amendment  in  relation  to  motimia  fin-  ad- 
journment, proposed  -      -      -  1031 
committed  1043 

reported  -  1044 

disagreed  to     -----      -  1297 

a  motion  to  amend  the  rales  by  adding  a  pro- 
vision for  the  accommodatum  of  reporters, 

laid  on  the  tible  1086 

taken  np  and  referred  to  select  committee  -  1044 
report  1^  the  committee  -  .  .  -  1068 
a  report  oa  all  the  above  motkms  considered  188S, 

1S96 

an  additi<mal  rule  proposed  -  -  -  176B 
agreed  to  -  1771 
other  motions  to  amend  the  rules  laid  on  the 

table  1884 

a  motion  to  rescind  the  rule  against  spewing 

more  than  once  to  the  some  question       -  1855 
agreed  to         -  1866 
Rutherford,  Robert.    (Sea  Morgant  GeturaL) 
RutUdge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  Answw 

to  the  Prcmden^a  Specdi  -      -  845 

on  the  Qoaket  meoMria]   -      •   660,  667.  1033 
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RMMge,  Mr.,  of  8.  Ctraliiu— cmtinaed.  Pags- 
oa  granting  lean  to  Hbe  committee  tm  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  to  report  hy  bill  963 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  comnoerce  -       -  766 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  deGTMae  -  -  -  -  793 
on  foreign  coins  -  -  -  -  -  605 
on  laod  titles  in  Tenneeaee  -  814 
on  nanl  approprtations  -  826 
on  the  ease  of  Meaars.  Griswold  and  Lyon  •  990, 

1000 

on  ralations  with  France  •  1254,  13S5,  1366 
oo  Tolee  of  the  House  -  -  1888,  1394 
on  the  bill  for  settlementof  limits  with  Georgia  1307 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  snd  harbors  -  1400 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c-  -  143 1 
on  the  Ull      rainog  a  provisional  army  1534, 

1946 

on  tbe  Qsturalizstion  law  -       1573,  1590,  1S91 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  MogoieD's  grena- 
dier oMnpany      -      -      -        1716,  1738 
on  the  bill  to  roqiend  eommereial  intercoarse 

with  France  1868 

on  letters  of  marqae^  dec.  -  -  -  -  1891 
on  the  bill  to  provide  anna  for  the  mililia  -  1989 
on  tho  bill  cooceming  alien  oiemies   -      -  SOOl 

TaiRD  BBSSIOir. 

Report  on  the  subject  respecting  the  measures 

known  as  the  alien  and  sedition  laws      -  898S 
Bataliation,  a  bill  from  ttie  donate  Testing  tbe 
power  of  retaliation  in  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases,  received   •  2884 
debate  on  committing  the  bill  -      -  3907 

committed      -      -      -      -      -  -3914 

d^led   -  ....  8045 

passed   3053 

Rules,  resolution  for  amending  the  rules,  in  relation 
to  motions  for  acljoamnient,  laid  on  tbe 
table    '  -      -      -    ■  -      -  8733 

taken  up  and  debated       -      •      -      -  2786 
negatived        ......  3739 

Rutledge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws  8145 

on  osurpation  of  Executive  autfaori^  2496,  8634 
on  an  additional  rule  -  ■  -  .  .  8726 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  -         3907,  8913 
on  the  bill  to  antiiorixe  the  capture  of  Frmwti 
armed  vrasels       ...        8981,  3946 


riBST  SKB^IOir. 

Salt    (See  Dutia.) 

Sergeant-at-arma  elected   -      ...      -  S3 
Sewall,  Mr.,  of  Massachnsete,  on  the  Answer  to 

the  Preridant's  SpeetOi   -      -     169,  807,  320 
on  defenaive  measures      ....  395 

on  the  bill  to  aathoriMadetadunentftom  the 
militia        ......  336 

on  tbe  bill  to  authorixe  the  President  to  pro- 
vide galleys  for  the  defence  of  the  coast   -  340 
on  expatriation  -       -     349,  360,  855 

on  tho  bill  for  protection  of  tnde  -  363,  384 
oustampdoliaa      389,  405,  411,  415,  416,418, 

481,  422,  486 

onadditi<Mialai^>ropriations  ...  438 
en  Oeii^andimentftf  William  Bloont    461, 468 


Page. 

Shepard,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  corps  of  artillery  -  326,348 
on  the  duty  on  salt   .....  448 
Ship's  registers.    (See  Prizea.) 
Sitgreaves,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvar  is,  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unfinished  business  60 
on  tbo  Answer  to  the  Piendenfs  Speedi  99,  196, 
811,813,816,819 
on  the  bin  fordefoice  of  ports  and  hatfoort  807,  318, 

313 

on  expatriation  -  -  -  -  36 1 ,  365 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade     360,  369,  370, 

371 

on  the  act  of  the  last  sessioa  in  relation  to  the 

timefortheneztmeetingofCongress      -  877 
on  stamp  dntiea         •   3S8.  889,  396,  899,  480 
on  the  impeschment  of  William  Blount  448,  440, 
453,  469,  460,  461,  468 
Skinner,  Mr.,  of  Maseachuaetta,  on  the  bill  for  the 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -  -  307,  810 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  fi:om  the 

militia  -  -  .  -  .  307,  310 
on  the  duties  on  wines,  dec.  -  390 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount      -  449 

SmiUi,  Mr.  W.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  election 

of  Clerk      ...  -      -  61 

oo  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech    70,  78, 
96,  151,  103,  194,  198,  190,  807,  309,  311, 

318,  387,  232 

on  d^nsive  measures    889,  840,  841,  848,  848, 
244,  257,  379,  888,  283,  884,  280.  887  889, 

899 

on  thebill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

&c  349 

on  appointing  an  agent  in  relation  to  British 

claims  291 

on  requisitioni  of  militia    -  393,  398 

on  appcHttting  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Mean  297 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  299,  300, 
804,  806,  809,  816,  317,  820 
on  the  bill  £»■  raiatng  an  addtional  corps  of 

artillery   385,  341 

on  expatriation   360,  354 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  360,  362,  866, 
868, 378,  876,  393 
on  the  act  of  tbe  last  session,  fixing  the  time 

for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  -  -  877 
on  inventing  the  President  witii  power  to  lay 

and  rsgtthtte  embaigoes  .  .  -  ■  386 
on  stamp  duties  389,  893,  394,  397,  401, 413, 
414,  415,  416,  417,  480 
on  additional  appropiiationa  ...  480 
on  the  duty  on  salt  -       -       -  441 

on  tbe  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  -  -  444, 446 
Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech   •  -  206,219 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -  817 
on  expatriation  -  368 
on*  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -  -  878 
<m  stano^  duties  ....  404,419 
on  additional  appropriatioiu  -      -  488 

Smith,  Mr.  S.,  at  Maryland,  on  the  anstm  to  tfae 

Premdent's  Speedi  -  -  •  213, 881 
on  defensive  measures      240, 841,  856,  359,  274, 

876.  889,  806 
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Snuth*  Mr.  8.,  of  Maiyluid— continued.  Page, 
on  the  bill  to  pnreiitthBoxpartation  of  araw, 

&c.  348,  249 

on  the  HU  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  303, 
303,  304,  307,310 
on  the  bill  for  rusUig  bo  additional  corps  of  ar- 

tilleiy   329,  341,  345 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

mililia  937 

on  the  bill  to  prondegalleya  fordeftnoetrfthe 

coaat   339.840 

on  expatriation  348 

on  the  bill  for  the  protectiui  of  trade  -  359, 3M> 

887,  369 

Speaker  elected  go 
hia  remarks  on  taking  the  Chair  -  -  -  SI 
oath  administered  to  him   -      -      -      -  S3 

Spirits.   (See  Duiia.) 

Stanqt  dutiea,  a  bill  layiDg  a  atamp  dotf  on  vellum, 

piper,  dec,  reported     -      -      ■      .  831 

ddMted  387 

paned    -      .     '  448 

Stanford,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  for 

the  protection  of  trade   -  409 
Stock,  a  Inll  from  the  Senate  to  revive  and  continue 

the  act  to  authorize  a  transfer  uf,  paaaed  -  447 
Swanwick,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  appointing  a 

comoiittee  on  unfinished  buainess     -       62,  63 
on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech  1 10,  300. 

319 

OQ  defendre  meaaures      -    340,  353,  S&5,  373, 

386,  389 

on  the  hill  fiv  defence  of  porta  and  haibors  81 1,316 
on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  additional  corps  of 

artillo;  844 

on  expatriation  -  368 
on  the  bill  for      protection  of  trade  -  871,381 
on  stamp  dntiee  887,  388, 390,  397, 400, 404,  407, 
418,483,488,480 

aacovo  aaasrost 

Salaries^  report  en  the  aattject  of  the  aalarie*  oS 

dens  in  the  paUic  cAoea      -      .      .  967 
a  report  on  the  aalariea  of  the  meaaengera  in 

the  Departments   966 

Sands,  Comfort,  a  report  aa  the  petiltmi  of,  -  781 
agreed  to  784 
a  bill  for  his  relief  reported  ...  785 
recommitted  963 
Seamen,  a  bill  for  relief  of  nek  and  dicaUed  sea- 
men, reported  .....  1097 
reeonumtted  -  •  .  .  I84S 
a  new  Ull  repotted  •  .  -  -  -  1376 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  1383 

debated   1386 

passed   1408 

Sacntary  of  the  Treasury,  resection  directing  him 
to  report  an  account  of  certain  oatstending 

certificates  783 
reaolntion  calling  on  him  for  information  re- 
iq>ecting  the  execution  of  the  third  sectioQ 

of  the  act  regulatbg  foreign  cons  -      -  808 

debated   804 

hia  report       ......  8i9 

hia  rqport  on  a  plan  for  regulating  dutiea  on 

importa  and  tonnage,  received  -      -      -  918 
a  alalement  of  the  amoont  of  drawbacks  on 

dotiaUe  articlea,  received      ...  980 


Page. 

Secretary  (tf  War,  a  report  from  him  on  the  eati- 
male  of  apptoprtatiMia  neoeaaaiy  to  defray 
expenses  ttf  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Cfae- 

rokees  847 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  committee  appointed  to 
report  a  bill  for  granting  him  the  fraokiog 
privilege      ------  1971 

biU  pasHjd  1997 

Sedition,  a  bfll  iOT  the  preveottoa  of  daBgecmia 
and  seditious  practtcts,  reported  and  ex- 
plained       ......  1888 

debated  1954 

recommitted   3034 

resolutions  respecting  meaaorea  for  tba  pnoish- 

ment  of  seditions  writers       ...  3U6 
committed  .....  2116 

(i^,  also.  Crime*.) 
8ergeant*at-arras,  rei^ort  on  the  prtitioD  of  th^  for 

an  increase  (^aalaiy      ...  .1874 
Smvall.  Mr.,orMesaachasettB,  on  the  Qwtome- 

mortal  •      -  .    •       .      -      .  .681 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  <^ taking  tn- 

dence  in  contested  elections     -       -       -  685 
on  the  motion  tar  leave  to  the  Coomiittee  on 
Uie  Protection  of  Commerce^  to  report  by 

bill   693, 694, 700 

on  foreign  coins       -  -     739, 750, 756 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  comnierce  -  769, 8061 
on  naval  appn^aiiona    -  -    884, 837 

on  naval  expenaitnraa  ...  -  834 
on  the  foreign  intenxmraa  Ull  -  -Ml 
<ni  the  case  of  Meanv.  Gfiswold  md  Ljcm  - 1001, 

1041,  1043 

on  stamp  dutiea              -      -      -       -  1076 
on  relations  with  France    1363,  1336,  186631)7 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House  -      -      ■       -  1389 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men   1386.1389 

mi  the  bilt  for  defence  of  p«ta  and  harbcia  -  1395 
on  the  bill  for  ndiing  an  additional  corpa  of 

artillery  1401;  1417 

on  the  UU  far  the  purchase  of  cannon.  Ac  - 1497, 

1438,  1480^  143S 
on  Ae  tnll  for  protection  of  trsde  •  -  1457,  1468 
on  the  bill  for  raiang  a  provisional  army  1517, 
1634,  1684,  1702, 1771 
on  supplementary  bill  -  1934,  1941,  1945 
on  the  bill  for  e^abtiahing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment   -  1546 

on  the  naturalixation  law  -        1667, 1573,  1574, 
1578,  1776,  1778,1780 
on  additional  revauie      ....  1606 

on  the  memorial  of  Certain  Magniea's  gnaa- 
dier  emnpaiqr      .....  1713 

on  the  bill  eonoerning  tUm  euemiea    1786,  1787, 

1788, 1790,  1793 
on  direct  taxes  ......  1853 

on  the  bill  to  regobie  the  pompensatiea  to 
coUeclors,  See.     .....  1857 

on  the  tnll  to  suspend  comnMnsd  intareooise 
vrith  Franoe  ......  1866 

on  letters  of  manine,  dec.  ...      -  1891 

on  the  bill  to  anthnbe  the  defence  id  mer- 
chant veaaeis      .      •  .1900^1908,1613 
on  aedilious  practices       ...  1957, 1971 
on  the  hill  to  regolato  tfw  landing  of  Fiendi 
omigranta     .  -SM«,906ak8M7 
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Sewall,  Mr.,  of  Maflmchasettf— ctmtiaued.  Pige- 
on abrc^lioa  of  tieatiei  -  21S0 
on  the  IhII  to  provide  an  atlditioiDKl  naval  uma- 

nwnt  -  -      -  S182 

Bbepard,  Mr.,  of  Mw«achiuetts  on  the  repoiton 
the  petition  of  the  dsnghten  of  CooDt  De 

Gtane  795 

on  the  case  of  Grisnold  and  Lyon      -  982,  1001 
bia  tcetimony  in  the  above  case  -  1062 
on  relations  with  France   ...       -  1341 
on  the  biU  for  railing  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tillery   1406,  1420 

on      bill  for  the  purcluua  of  cannon,  &c.  -  1480 
on  the  military  qipropriation  IrII       -      -  lfiS6 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    -  1818 
on  the  UU  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia     -  1 927 
on  the  t»lt  supplementary  to  the  bill  for  raising 
a  provifflonal  army         1934,  193.%  1941,  1948 
Shirtclifie,  Robert,  (See  Ganjiett,  Deborah.) 
Sitgreavea,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania  on  motion  to  ex- 
cuse Mr-  Lyon  from  attending  the  ceremony 
of  presenting  the  Adiiress  ro  the  President  650 
on  this  reference  of  the  Prendent's  Speech  654 ,  655 
on  the  bill  toregalate  the  mode  of  taking  evi* 

dence  in  contested  electioas   •      -     688,  667 
on  the  niotion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill  696 

on  foreign  coins  718,  724,  740,  746,  749,  764 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  .  .  859 
on  the  case  of  MessrB.  Griswold  and  Lyon  993, 1006, 

loae,  1041,  1042 

his  testimony  in  the  above  case  ■  -  •  1048 
on  stamp  duties  -  •  1074,  1079,  1082 
on  the  impeachment  of  WiUiam  Blonnt,  -  1144 
on  rdations  with  France  -  1330,  2117,  2119 
on  the  Ull  for  the  protection  of  trade  1474,  1520 
on  the  naturalization  law  1578,  1577,  1581,  1780, 

.  1782 

on  additional  revenue  -  -  -  -  1600 
ontihelttllforraiHingBprovinMial  am^  1686,  17S9 

17S9 

on  the  supplementary  bill  .       -       -       -  1951 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  gre- 
nadier company   ...       -  1708,  1716 
on  the  instiuctions  to  the  commanders  of 

armed  vessels      -  1797,  1808 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    -  1884 
on  diraa  taxes  -  1847 
(m  letters  of  marque  &c.     ...       -  1883 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vessels  ■       -       899,  1901,  1909,  1011,  1915 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia     .  1933 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    -  1999,  3001 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 
emigrants    ......  2063 

on  the  bill  for  suspending  commercial  inter- 
course with  France       -  2180 
Slander,  notice  of  a  motion  for  reprimanding  a 

member  for  slandering  the  House    -       -  1416 
Slavery,  (See  QuakerB.) 

SUvM,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  of,  re- 
ported  1869 

(See  Lands  and  dwelling  houset.) 

Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  motion  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere- 
mony of  inreaenting  the  Addreaa  to  the  Pre** 
ident   .......  660 

5th  CoK.— 189 


Smith,  Mr.  N.,  at  Connecticut— continned. 

on  the  Ull  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taUng  evi 

doicc  in  eases  of  contested  elections        -  684 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  ihe  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill  696 

on  the  acts  of  limitation    -  707 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 

cases  739 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    -  778 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill     ...  867 
on  stamp  duties       .      .      -      -       -  1077 
on  rebtions  with  France   -  18SS 
on  the  naturalization  law  -  167S 
on  additional  revenue        ....  ]50s 

on  the  bill  for  rainng  a  provisional  army       -  1699 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies     1787,  2000 
on  direct  taxes        ....      -  1844 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vessels  1912 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes      -  2135 
Smith,  Mr.  3.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  Quaker  me- 
morial        ------  669 

on  the  niotion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee  on  the  protection  oS  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill  699 

on  the  acts  of  limilatioa  -  •  -711 
on  foreign  coins  ...  748,  763 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  774 
on  thecaseof  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  998,  1007 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  -  -  -  1013 
on  stamp  duties  .....  1071 
on  the  foreign  interconrse  bill  -  -  -  1 102 
on  relations  with  France  -  1358,  1356,  1368 
on  the  Mil  for  relief  of  aiA  and  disabled  sea- 
men   -   1890 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  1 396 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  ...  1404,  1417,  1423 
on  the  bill  for  the  purdiase  trf  eaiuion,  dec.  1430, 

1438 

on  the  tnll  for  the  protection  trf"  trade  1461,  1463, 

1494 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1636,  1680 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  1934,  1938, 
1939,  1941,  1943,  1944,  1946,  1958 
on  the  military  appropriation  bUl  1543,  1644 
on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depert- 

ment  1646 
on  the  naturalization  law  -  1669 
on  addiiional  revenue  1595,  1596,  1604,  1634 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vessels  .  ■  -  .  1901,  1908,  1911 
on  direct  taxes  -  -  1933,  3049,  2068,  2172 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1988 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  1999,  3000, 

3008,  toss 

on  ttie  hill  to  anthorixe  a  loan  -  2036,  3041 
on  abn^atim  (tf  tisatiea  .  8063,  3183,  8136 
on  the  ^  to  rebate  the  landing  of  French 

emigranla  ....  2064,  2065 
on  tiie  Ull  for  the  protection  cf  commerce  -  2067, 

8070,  2078 
on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment   2069,  2098 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  cnnmereial  intoeoorae 
with  France        -  ...  3184 
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Smith,  Reul>en,  aiid  Nathan  Strong  a  npoTt  on 

the  pelitioD  of  1035 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  pursuant  thereto  ordered  1384 

Inii  reported  1426 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  1693 
pos^wned  by  the  Senate  to  the  next  aearion  S186 

Snnff.    (Sea  Duliea.) 

Shaffordt  John,  report  on  the  petition  ot    -      -  8^6 

Speaker,  absent  on  account  of  indispototion  670,  1063, 

1476,  188& 

Speaker  pro  tempon  elected    -      -      -  1475,  1835 
^^tfl,  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  distillers 
praying  an  increaso  of  duties  on  foreign 
spirits  1274 
(See,  also,  Dutiet-) 
Spragoe,  Mr.,  of  New  Hunpahire,  his  testimony 

in  the  caae  of  Messrs.  Giiswold  and  Lyon  1049 
Sprigg,  Mr.,  of  Marylaml,  on  relatiooa  with 

Frtnce        -  -       1319,  I3SI,  183S 

Stamp  duties,  moUon  for  appointing  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  alterations  necessary  in 
the  act  laying  a  stamp  duty  on  veUam, 
parchment,  and  pupor    -  676 
motion  amended  and  agreed  to   -       -       -  677 
report  of  the  committee    -  692 
a  bill  making  alterations  in  said  act,  reporteJ  1031 

debated   -  1835 

passed  1340 

amend  men  ts  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  1266 
a  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 

report  a  bill  to  repeal  said  act  •  -  -  880 
committed  -  ■  -  831 
report  against  the  ex|  ediency  of  repealing  the 

act      -   831 

the  resolution  and  report  thereon  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole  -  .  -847 
the  report  disagreed  to  -  -  -  -  1070 
debate  on  a  motion  for  instructing  (he  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  act  .....  1070 
motion  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  -  1068 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported  -  1088 

debated  1097 

passed  (  rejected  by  the  Senate  -  1098 
Stanford,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  bis  testimony 

in  the  cose  of  Meeen.  Qrisrcold  and  Lyon  1057 
State  secrets,  a  petition  praying  that  measures  may 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  publication 

committed  1313 

Stilly  a  petition  complaining  of  the  act  laying 

a  inty  on,  committed    ....  673 

reportedoQ      ......  749 

a  resolution  directing  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  what  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  act  reflecting  the  entry  of  813 
a  bill  making  alterations  m  the  act,  reported  1031 
debated  1244 

recommitted  -  1346 

reported  1275 

ordered  to  the  thurd  reading      -      -      .  1986 

passed  1286 

amendnMnts  of  the  Seoat^  committed       -  1897 

iqwrted  1917 

Committee  of  conference  appointed     -      -  S088 

their  report     -  3173 

the  report  disagreed  tt^  and  the  IhII  post- 
poned by  the  Soiate  to  the  next  aasnon  -  S175 


Stills — continued.  Pige. 
a  bill  to  alter  die  time  for  making  entry  of, 

passed  9176 
postponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  next  aesnoD  -  9|84 
Stirling,  General,  report  on  the  petition  of  his  wi. 

dow,  committed    -----  788 

Suits  between  States,  motion  that  prorision  be 
made  by  laiv,  allowing  the  trial  of  all 
cases  in  which  one  or  more  States  are  in- 
terested, by  a  jury  taken  from  a  State  not 
interested,  laid  on  the  table   -  1035 
committed       ......  t040 

Samter,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  his  (eetimany 

in  the  case  of  Messra.  Griswold  and  Lyon  1034 
on  the  lull  for  rusit^  a  prorisiotul  army    -  1665, 

1764 

Superintendent  of  Portificatioas»  a  moUm  for  ap- 

pointing  s,  laid  on  the  table   ...  1993 
negatived        ......  1439 

Snperrisors  of  the  rerenDe»  the  franking  prinl«ge 

granted  to    -       -       -       •       -       -  9W7 
Swaowick,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial  -       -       -  669 

on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  post- 
p'>ne  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 
cases  .......  7J7 

on  foreign  cam»      -      -      -      -      -  7it 

Tninn  sissiox. 
Sands,  Comfort,  a  IhII  for  relief     reported      -  9883 
Sayre,  Stephen,  xtijport  on  the  petition  of,  nega- 
tived; a  resolution  authorizing  a  setUe- 
ment  of  his  accounts,  laid  on  Uie  table   -  t8S7 
Seamen,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  reimbumpment  (rf* 
money  advanced  by  Consuls  in  forrign 
ports  for  relief  of,  reporle-l     -  3666 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  3746 

passed   9754 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  altera- 
tions are  neceasaiy  in  the  act  f  r  the  relief 
and  paolection  of  -       -      -      -      -  9754 
a  IhII  to  amend  the  act»  reported        -      -  3017 
passed     •      -      -       -      •      -      -  3091 
a  coomiittee  appointed  to  report  what  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  dck  and  disabled      -  2817 
a  bill  to  amend  said  act,  reported        -       -  3966 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -      -       .  3017 

passed    -      -  3018 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy,  a  resolution  calling  on 
him  for  an  account  of  Uw  armed  vessels  io 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  their  equip- 
ment, Act  laid  on  the  table  ...  9466 
withdrawn  and  a  substitute  agreed  to  •      -  9468 
his  report  received    -----  2468 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the,  re 

ported  2816 
ordereJ  to  the  third  reading        ...  3906 

passed  9916 

Sewall,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  resolution 

for  distributing  copies  of  the  Constitatifm  -  3460 

on  the  bankrupt  hill   9468 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Bkmnt  247^ 

3483,  2485,  3486 
on  stamp  duties  ....  -  9571 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority   3684,  3668 

on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  deqtatcbes  

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paiia       '  2799 


Digitized  by  Google 


xcvu 


INDEX. 


XCVUl 


Bou»e  Proceedingt  and  Debates. 


Semll,  Mr-,  of  MuBftchaseUa — continued.  Page. 
OQ  the  bill  further  to  BUipend  commercial  in- 

tercouree  with  France  -  -  2754,  3785 
on  the  alien  and  sediUon  laws  2884,  3886,  2S92 
on  the  bill  to  anthDiize  a  detaehment  from 

the  militia   2981 

SEoithi  Mr.  N.,  d  CoDoeeticiit,  on  the  aHea  and 

sedition  lawa       ...  -  8437 

on  the  resolution  toi  distributing  copies  of 

the  Constitution   2469 

on  qsnrpalio-i  of  Execntiva  aatboii^  S5I9,  2643 
Smith,  Mr.  8.,  of  Maiylaud,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws        .      ,      -       .       .  8447 

on  the  bankrupt  bill   2467 

on  usurpation  of  Executive  authori^  2613,  2647 
on  the  reec^ution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Eovoya  at  Paris  2731,  3736 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 

tercourae  with  France   -      2741,  87&7.  3786 

on  stamp  duties   2806 

on  the  aosnwntation  of  the  navy  -  •  2878 
on  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  Executive 

officers   2982 

on  tbo  bill  to  aathorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  -  -  -  2929,  8932 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  ■      .      -  ...  8982 

on  the  increase  of  the  army    3023,  3037,  8041, 

3043 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  Presid^t,  in  certain  cases         -       -  30S1 
Sptigh^  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  suspend  commercial  intercourse  with 

France    3773 

Speaker,  thanks  of  the  House  voted  to  ;  his  reply  3054 
Speoal  bail,  a  bill  for  the  security  of,  in  certain 

cases,  received  3017 

8^t%  (■'ommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  bill  to  consolidate  into  one 
act  and  to  amend  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing the  duties  on  domestic  distilled  qiiriti, 

and  on  stills  3665 

a  plan  for  that  oligectreenvedfrom  the  Seem- 
taryof  theTreasQiy      -      -      -      -  2666 
l^igne^  Mr. ,  of  New  Hamp^ie,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws   2453 

on  the  bill  further  to  sospwid  ocHumercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  -  3776 
Sprigf,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  dienand  se- 
dition laws  ------  2448 

Stamp  dnties,  motion  for  a  committee  to  report  a 
bUI  fhrther  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  stamp 
duty  on  parchmml,  paper,  &c.       -      -  8488 
committee  appointed         -      -      -      -  3489 

a  bill  farther  to  amend  said  act  reptxted  -  3470 
recommitted  -      -      -  3493 

a  new  bill  reported   2588 

debated    -       -     2656,  2666,  8673,  3803,  8607 

mssed  8816 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instructed  to 
inqoire  into  the  nelt  annual  amount  of  du- 
tiea  on  stampe,  and  a  proper  compensation 
for  the  sDperviaora  and  inspectors  •      -  2682 
the  report  thereon    -  2725 
Stnrgetm,  Robert,  a  lull  aalhoriaang  his  discharge 

from  imprisonment  reported  -  -  •>  3906 
ordered  to  the  third  leadhig  -  -  -2919 
passed  S9S6 


T. 

PIR0T  Bissiov.  Page. 
Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  election 

of  Clerk  -  -  -  -  -  6i,  63 
on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  bu  - 

sineea  -      -      -      -      -      -  60,  61,  63 

on  the  answer  to  the  Prendan^s  Speech  70,  1 96 
on  defensive  measures  -  -  -  240, 384 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  expertation  eS 

srms,  dtc    -  SSO 
on  the  requisition  of  militia       -      -      -  8M 
on  the  bill  for  tile  defnice  of  porta  and  tuurbors  808 
on  expalriatioD      -  -      -      -      -      -  8SS 

on  stamp  duties  ■  .  _  .  418,486 
on  additional  apptopriations  ...  4S8 
Trade  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  protection 

of  the,  received  -  -  -  -  -  884 
debated  369 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  -      -      -  377 

paaaed  886 

title  of  the  Ull  altered  •  -  •  -  868 
(See  Noval  Armament-') 

SICOHD  SISSIOIT. 

Taxes,  a  report  recommending  a  direct  tax  upon 

houses,  lands,  and  slaves      -  1668 
recommitted     ------  1666 

reported  -      -      -      -      -      -      •  1667 

a  bill  for  the  asseswnent  ard  collection  of  di- 
rect taxes,  reported       -      -      -  -1688 

debated   1837 

recommitted  -      -      -  1868 

a  new  bill  reported  -----  1869 
a  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  United 

States,  reported  1707 

a  bill  for  the  same  object  reported  and  com- 
mitted   3033 

debated  3049 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  8061 

pasted   8066 

amended  by  the  Senate     -  8139 
amendments  laid  on  the  table     -      -      •  3171 
taken  up  and  debated        -      -      -      -  3)78 

(See,  also,  Lands  and  DweUing-houtet.) 
Tennessee,  remonstrance  from  the  Legislature  of^ 
against  the  extension  of  ttie  boundary  line 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  referred  to  a  select  committee  678 
their  r^rt      ------  767 

debated   -      -      .      -      -      -    777,  814 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  lebtion 
to  experimental  lines  from  CUndi  river  to 
the  Chilhowee  mountain,  received  and  com. 

mitled  804 

(See,  also,  Indians.) 
Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Mascachusetts,  on  the  motion  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere- 
mony of  presenting  the  address  to  the  Pre- 
sident  -  660 

on  the  Quaker  memorial    -      -  668,  668,  1088 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re* 

port  by  bill  696 

on  the  aeu  of  limitation  -      -      -  711 

oQ  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Preaident  to  poet- 
pone  the  meeting  of  Congreas  in  certain 

cases  788 

on  the  Mil  fw  the  protection  (^ctMnmerce    •  771 
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Thatcher,  Mr,  of  Massochtuetts — continued.  Page, 
on  the  reeoIatioD  for  expelling  HemB.  Gris- 

wokl  and  Lyon     -  1036,  1038 

on  ■tunp  datiea  .....  lOBi 
on  the  fure^  intereoarM  Inll  ...  1113 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  liouts 

with  Georgia  -  -  -  13U6,  1310 
on  the  bill  for  tbedefence  of  portsand  haihora  UOI 
on  the  report  on  the  subject  of  post  offices  and 

post  roads  -      -      -  1662 

on  presents  to  Ministers    -  1688 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company      -      -      -        1709,  1719 
on  the  bill  to  provide  anna  for  the  militia  1930,  1931 
ontheiDcreasetrf'theanny       -  -8130 
Tonnage,  resolaticHi  calling  on  the  Seeretaiy  of  the 
TieasOiy  for  a  atatement  of  tonnage  of  the 
shipping  belonging  to  the  several  districta 
of  the  United  fiitaies      ....  1375 
the  statement  received      -  1377 
Treasurer  IJ.  States,  accounts  received  from  the  758,  830 
Tremsujy  Department,  account  of  reccipu  and  ex- 
penditures received      -      -      -691,  1313 
eatimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  seventeen 

hundred  and  nine^-«^t  received   -       -  692 
a  communication  in  relsUon  to  the  loan  for 
the  use  of  the  dty  of  Washington,  receiT- 
■ed  from  the  783 
a  statement  of  imports  received  from  the     -  813 
a  sutement  of  exports  received  fnm  the      -  1 234 
(See,  also,  Secretary.) 
Tnaaury  and  War  Departments,  a  resolution  for 
appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  what  al- 
terations are  necessary  in  the  act  making 
alterations  in  these  departments,  and  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Commiauonw  of  the  Revenue^  laid  on  the 

table  784 

taken  op,  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  ap* 

pointed  goi 
their  report  -  -  >  -  -  -  841 
agreed  to  842 

THIBD  SBSaiOR. 

Taxes,  motion  directing  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  on  the  alterations  ne- 
CMsaiy  in  the  act  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the 
United  Sutes  -  -  -  2458,  2582 
report  of  the  committee  ....  2726 
(See,  also,  Lancb  and  DuxUing-houtet.) 
Tasewell,  Henry,  of  Virginia,  his  death  an- 
noaneed,  reaolnti(ma  for  attending  his  Aine- 

ml,  4c.  S771 

Tannetaee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
act  for  giving  effect  to  the  lane  of  the 
United  Slates  in  this  State,  committed    -  SOU 
wderod  to  th-  third  reading      -      -  -2916 

passed   2919 

Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  2432,  2450,  2464,  289^,  2902 
on  the  resolution  for  diatribnting  copies  of 

the  Constitution   -  -        8461,  2464 

00  omtpation  of  Execntive  authority  -      -  2500 
00  the  rrsolution  for  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  2730,  2785 
Tfanber,  a  bill  antbotising  the  pnrdiase  of^  for 

naval  purpose^  reported       -  2816 
onlpred  to  the  Ihitd  reading      ...  2832 
  2863 


Page* 

Troops  of  Uie  United  Stales,  a  bill  for  ^  better 

organizing      received  .      -      -      -  2857 
committed  2884 

debated  3018 

ordered  to  the  third  readmg      ...  3019 

U. 

FiasT  axsaiov. 
Unfinished  Business,  debate  on  the  motion  for 

pmnting  a  committee  on  60 
motion  carried  -      -  -      -  68 

BICOHD  SEBStOX. 

Unfinished  BustDee*,  a  Committee  on,  appointed  626 
Useful  Arts,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  for 
the  encouragement  of  -  •  628 

a  bill  in  addition  to  sud  act  reported  -       -  1029 

debated  1243 

recommitted  1944 

TBIBD  8I8SIOH. 

Unfinished  Businesa,  a  Committee  on,  appointed  S4S4 
Usurpation  of  Executive  aathor^,  a  resolution 

for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  penaltiea 
of  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  Statee,  to  per- 
sons usurping  the  ExecQtive  authority. 

thereof    2488 

laid  on  the  table  ....  -  S489 
taken  Up  and  debated       -      -        2493,  26*2 

agreed  to  S64S 

the  oommtttee  appointed    -  2546 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  entain  crimes 
therein  specked,  reported      -      -       -  2565 

debated   2663 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  -  3599 
further  debated  8590,  2626,  S677,  2683,  2686 
passed   2781 

V. 

riKST  SKSsioir. 
Von  Aten,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  Inll  for  the 

defence  of  ports  and  hurbm  -       -  314,319 
Varaum,  Mr.,  of  Massachnaetta,  on  defensive 

measures   270,  285 

on  the  requisition  of  militia      -  893 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors   299,  308.  819 

on  the  IhU  for  raising  an  additimial  corps  of 
srtilleiy       ------  827 

on  the  UU  to  anthoiiiee  detachmesit  from  the 

militia  -  887,  839 

on  the  bill  for  organiiing  the  militia   -      -  340 
on  stamp  duties  -       -       -       -  388 

Venable,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Spmch       196,  811,  314,  218.  219 
on  the  requisition  for  militia      -  892 
on  expatriation       -      -      -      -      -  353 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -  367,  869 
on  sump  duties     394,  399,  401,  408,  418,  419, 

486»  4S0 

on  the  impeachment  of  WilHan  Bloniit  4-^6,  461, 

463,  4M 

SXCOTTO  sBsaioH. 
Vamum,  Mr-,  of  Maaeachusetts,  on  the  motioD 
fbr  leave  to  the  committee  on  the  protection 
of  commerce  to  report  by  bill  -  698 

Digitized  by  Google 


INDEX. 


Cll 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Tamoniy  Mr.,  of  MamdiiiBetta — continiud. 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repreMntatiTM 

of  deceftfed  officers  and  Mldiert      -      -  B12 
tectitnony      in  tbeeaaeof  Minn.  GrinroM 

and  Ljon  1024 

on  ihe  bUl  for  the  MMof  sick  and  disabled 

seamen  1391 

on  the  bill  for  rainng  an  additional  cope  of 

artillery      ------  1424 

on  t^e  bill  for  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  1433,  1435 
on  additional  revenue      -  1596,  1627 

on  the  bill  for  raiaiiig  a  provinonal  army  1703, 

1739,  1937 

on  the  natoralixation  law  ...  178S 
oa  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  18S3 
on  direct  taxes  ~  .  .  .  1B43,  19S4 
on  the  Inll  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1930 
on  the  bill  to  aathorize  a  loan  -  3047 
on  the  bill  to  rq[ulale  the  lasdii^  of  French 
emigrants  -      -      -      -  2064 

Vavgfaan,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  agreed 

to,  and  a  bill  for  his  relief  ordered  -      -  1866 

bill  reported  1867 

ordered  to  the  thiid  reading  .  .  -  1871 
inwed  1873 

Teaabl^  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  unfinished  business  680 
on  the  answer  to  the  Presidenfa  Speech  686,  645, 

646 

on  the  Quaker  memorial  -  -  -  -  669 
on  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  committee  on 

the  protection  of  commerce  to  report  by  bill  696 
on  foreign  coins       -      -  718,  753,  805 

on  land  titles  in  Tenneeae  -  -  -  -  814 
on  the  Inll  for  an  anneable  aettlement  of  lim- 

ita  with  Oeoq^   .      .      .      -      .  1378 
on  the  IhU  for  the  defonee  of  porta  and  har- 

bora    .      -      -  ...  1396 

(HI  the  natoraliiation  law  -  -  1670,  1674 
on  presents  to  Mioieters  -  1587 

on  the  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 

vessels  1S06 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce  1832,  3062 
on  letters  of  marque,  Ae.  -       -         1879,  1890 
on  direct  taxes        -      -       1893.  3054,  2066 
on  the  increase  of  the  MiUtary  EitaMidunent  3090 
Veaaels  of  war,  a  Inll  to  anthoriie  the  Prendent 
to  aocqit  any  veaaela  of  war  tfiat  might  be 
ofiend  for  the  public  service,  recdved     -  1936 
a  resolution  to  authorize  the  Prendent  to  pro- 
cure a  number  of,  in  addition  to  thoae  here- 
tofore authorized,  laid  on  the  table  -      -  2084 
(See,  also,  Armed  VaaeU-) 
Virginia,  a  petition  from  sundry  freeholders  of, 
praying  a  lepeal  of  the  stamp  act,  presented 

and  referred  -  836 

the  amendment  to  the  Conetitotim  respecting 

the  snalMlity  of  States  ratified  by  •  -  10S9 
a  copy  ^  the  act  of,  ceding  to  the  United 
Owes  two  acrea  of  ground  for  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  at  Old  Pdnt  Comfort,  re- 
ceived 1345 
VdoDteer  service,  resolution  for  exempting  from 
ordinary  militia  doty  such  volunteer  corpe 
as  may  be  accepted  by  the  President,  laid 

on  the  table  1867 

withdrawn,  and  sundry  resdotions  in  rela- 
tion to  tlia  arming,  equipment,  Ac.,  of  vol- 
laan,  laid  on  the  table      -      -      -  1868 


Volunteer  service— continued.  Page, 

taken  up  and  debated  -      -      -      -  1871 

committed  -      .      -      -  1873 
(See  Army. ) 

TBIRD  8KB810K. 

Vamum,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts^  on  the  resolution 
for  printing  the  despatches  from  the  Ameri- 
can Envoys  at  Paris      ...       -  3734 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspfniJ  commercial  io- 
tercourse  with  France    ....  270g 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels      .....  3948 

on  the  ImU  authorizing  a  detadunent  fiom  the 
miUlia-      ......  3977 

Venable,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  cm  the  impeachment  of 

William  Blount   3486 

iin  the  resoluiion  for  printing  ibe  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  2730,  2740 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  -  3984 

on  the  amenduwnte  of  the  Senate  to  said  bill  3063 

on  Ihe  increase  of  the  army      ...  3041 
Vermont,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the 
district  court  in,  received  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading       -      -      .      -      -  3017 

passed  30IS 

W. 

riB'ST  SIBSIOV. 

Ways  and  Maana^  motion  fiir  aiqpouitttv  a  onnmit- 

teoof  297 

committee  appointed  -      -      -      -      -  398 
Wheatm,  Josqili,  elected  6argeant-at-Arm>      -  SS 
WUliams,  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Candina,  on  the  elec- 
tion of  Clerk       .      -      -      .      -  61 
on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  busi- 
ness 63 
on  the  answerto  the  President's  Speech   193,  195, 

221,  339 

on  defensive  measures  240,  264,  280,  286,  396 
on  the  bill  to  {wevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac  36S 

on  Ae  bill  for  tiw  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bor*   -      -   .  S99,  301,  304,  805,  31 1,  333 
on  tiie  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artUleiy   825, 844 

on  the  dutr  on.salt  -      -      -      -  886 

on  the  UII  authorizing  a  detachment  fnmithe 

militia        -  336,837 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -    363,  368,  378 
on  rtamp  duties       ...     389, 400,  4S6 
WilUams,  Mr.  J.,  of  New  Toik,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech  -  -  -  -  S19 
on  the  reqnisition  for  militia  ...  894 
cm  aiqxMnting  a  Committee  of  and 

Means  -  398 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade        -       -  381 
on  stamp  duties       400.  401,  416,  420,  437,  4S9 
on  additional  appropriatims      ...  488 
Wine^  <fcc.   (See  Duties,) 

sicoini  axsaroir. 

Warren  river,  (Rhode  Island,)  a  petition  praying 
that  the  said  river  may  be  staked  out  at  the 
expmse  of  the  United  Stales,  presented 
and  rafbrrad  IH9 


Digitized  tjy 


cm 


INDEX. 


CIT 


Borne  Proceeding*  and  Debatee. 


Page. 

WsahiDgton  Citj,  a  message  eodosing  a  memorial 
item  the  Commianooen  m  relation  to  die 
ritnation  and  circurottancee  of  tba  diy, 

committed  1068 

leported  on     -----      -  1246 

report  conridend  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  1366 
a  bill  making  aj^ropiiationB  for  completing 

the  public  buildings  in,  reported  -  -  1S66 
ordered  to  the  tliird  reading      -      -      -  1373 

passed  1276 

amendments  of  the  Senate  committed  -      -  K()2 
reported,  and  agreed  to     •      -      -       -  1413 
Ways  and  Meansj  a  committee  of,  i^ipmnted     -  673 
WMgbta  and  measures,  resolution  foi  ai^iotnting  a 
committee  to  r^wrt  a  plan  for  establiahing 
»  standard  of,  laid  on  the  taUe      •      -  830 
agreed  to^  and  a  committee  q>poinled  -  829 
Wells,  Benjamin,  memorial  of,  praying  indemnity 
for  losses  incnrred  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
surrection, laid  oa  the  table    -  639 
moticm  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee       -  6H8 
referred  to  Committee  of  Claims  -       -       -  639 
Welsh,  Anna,  report  on  the  petition  of,  considered  743 

negatived  745 

(See  Hurlbttt,  George.) 
Widows  and  orphan^  a  lull  making  pFovinon  for 

certain,  reported   -      -      -      -      -  946 

d^ted   1030,  1036 

passed  1044 

WiUUms,  Mr.  J.,  of  New  York,  on  the  ntotion  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere 
mony  of  presenting  the  address  to  the  Pres- 
ident  660 

on  the  motion  fw  leave  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Protection  of  Commerce,  to  vepatt  hj 

bUI  697 

on  the  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  -  712 
on  foreign  coins      -  719,  726 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  773 
on  the  report  on  the  pelitim  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  de  Grasse  -  •  -  791,796 
OD  naval  appropriations     -  821, 626 

on  naval  expenditures  -  -  -  -  832 
on  the  resolution  for  expdling  Messrs.  Oris- 

wold  and  Lyon  -  1037 
on  stamp  duties  -        1070,  1074.  1078 

on  the  foreign  intacoorse  bill  -  -  -  1088 
on  the;  bill  for  an  amicable  settlemeDt  of  limits 

with  Georgia  -  -  -  -1283,  1303 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House  -  -  -  -1292 
on  relations  with  Fiance   -  1333,  1367 

on  Qie  bill  for  organiang  the  militia  -  -  1385 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  1397, 

1400 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artill<»;  1406,  1418 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.  -  1488 
oo  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -  -1464 
on  the  bill  for  nusing  a  proviuonal  army     - 1537, 

1671,  1767 
on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Nsry  Depart- 
ment -  1546,  1661 
on  additional  revenue  -  -  -  -  1698 
on  the  luturalixation  law  -  -  -  .1781 
on  iIm  protection  of  commerce  -  •  1817,  3076 
oil  ditact  turn  -  -  1840;  18M,  1923 
on  lettara  of  marqoa;  Ac  -      -      -      .  1889 


Williams,  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Camfaia,  on  fimaga 

coins   -      -      -       -      .      -      .  791 
on  <he  case     Vktm.  Oriswold  and  Lyon  -  17^ 
1002.  1003,  1041,  1043,  I0C6 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill     -  131 1 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  -  1433.  14SS 

on  the  b:U  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment -  1650 
on  presents  to  Ministeta  -  1668 
on  additional  revenue  .  .  _  _  1609 
<m  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1648,1(80, 
1741,  1758,  1760,  1787,  18SI 
on  the  memorial  of  Csptain  M^mien's  gnna- 

dier  company  -  1730 

on  the  bill  eoDoeming  afien  enemiea    17V8,  1994, 

1098 

on  the  ittstractiona  to  cMnnwnden  of  amad 
vessels        ......  1807 

on  letters  of  marque,  dbc.  •  1880 
on  seditious  practices        ....  lOOf 

on  the  tall  to  authwize  a  loan   -      -      -  2040 
Williams.  Elte,  report  oo  the  petition  of  -      -  1773 
a  bill  to  grant  a  certain  lot  of  ground  to,  re- 
ported -  -  -      -  3088 

ordered  to  Uie  third  reading      -      .       ■  3049 
passfd     -------  S06S 

Wilmington.  North  Carolinaj  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  instructed  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  peering  a  law  giving 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  qipointment 
of  an  healUi  offico-  for  tiie  port  of   -       -  1849 
Winea  and  qMiit%  reaolation  h»'tmeting  the  Com- 
mittee    Waya  and  Meane  to  inquire  what 
alteratimw  an  nemaaaiy  in  the  law  laying 
a  lax  on  the  Uoenaes  fi»r  relailinfr  winea  and 
apirilB  691 
agreed  to  -      -      -      .      -      -       -  692 
report  of  the  committee     -      .      .      .  1068 
Wolcott,  Captain  Gilei^  petition  cf,  pneenled  and 

refoired  701 

THIBD  SUSIOV. 

Wain,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  ilampdatioo  8558,  3587 
on  the  bankrupt  bill  -----  36T7 
on  the  increase  of  the  aaluiea  of  Bxcentm 

officeie  3985 

Washington,  Uentaiant  General,   attads  tiie 
UoQse  to  hear  the  address  of  tiie  'Fnm 
dent      .  -  .  .  .  3480 

Ways  and  Means,  a  committee  of^  appointed  3444 
Western  Reserve.    (See  Connect! eitt.) 
Wbeaton,  Joseph.    (See  Sergeanl'at'Anm*.) 
Williams.  Mr.  J.,  of  New  York,  on  the  alioi  and 

sedition  laws,  3433.  8453,  8888 

on  the  resolution  for  distributing  cofwa  ttf  the 

Constitution  8464 
on  usurpation  of  Bxectttive  authmity  -  -  S54I 
on  impreesment  of  seamen  -  -  -  2656 
on  lUmp  duties  -  -  -  3557,  3658 
on  an  additional  rule  -  -  -  -  2718 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  cumnwrdai  in- 
tercourse with  France  -  -  -  -  3779 
on  the  bill  to  authoiixe  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  3064 

Williams.  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  onnanrpn- 

tion  of  Exeentive  aotiMri^    •        859^  tM6 
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W^Ilia]IU^  Mr-  R.,  ofN.  Carolina — continued.  Page, 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  .  -  8735 
on  the  inoeaae  of  the  salaries  of  BzecuUve 

officers   2925 


T. 


riBST  SS8SI0K. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  an  amendment  to  the  answer 

to  the  President's  Speech  310,  216,  330,  231,  S33 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  oS 
ams,  dec  ------ 

oo  the  r«K4atioa  for  uithortnog  the  Prerident 
to  provide  galleys  or  other  small  vessels  for 
the  defence  of  the  coast  - 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 

<Hi  the  passage  of  the  bill    -       -       -    323,  324 

on  the  bill  for  raisiog  an  additional  corfhi  of 
artillery  ------ 

on  ^;re^g  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  rejecting  the  6th  and  7th  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  prevent  Amoican  eiti- 
xeni  fixmi  entente  the  service  o(  fovigo 
Powers   

on  postponing  further  consideratton  of  the  bill 

on  fixing  a  time  fi>r  adjournment 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  protection 
of  the  trade  of  the  Unite<l  States   374  ,  376,  376 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill   -  386 

on  a  bill  laying  a  du^  on  licenses  for  the  sale 
of  wines  and  distilled  sinriie  - 

on  poetponing  oonddemtion  of  amendmcnli  to 
the  MU  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  

on  receding  from  an  amendment  to  the  l»ll  - 

on  amendments  to  the  Inll  for  laying  a  stamp 
duty  on  parchmen',  vellum,  and  paper  431,  432 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill   -      -      -      -  433 

on  agreeing  to  the  limitation  clause  in  the  bill 
laying  an  additional  duty  on  salt     -      -  446 

cm  the  passage  (rf  the  bill  .      -      -      -  447 
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SXCOITD  BXSSIOir. 

Teas  and  Saya,  on  the  resolution  for  preparing  an 

answer  to  the  President's  Speech     z       *  ^^"^ 

on  motion  for  leav.^  to  the  committee  on  mea- 
sures for  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill  700 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  sn^nd  the 
8d  seetiott  of  the  act  r^Iatmgforagn  coins  7S0 

on  the  bill  granting  an  annuity  to  the  dau^* 
Uen  of  the  late  Count  De  Grasse     -      -  SOS 

on  committing  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr. 
Lyon,  of  Vermont,  for  assaulting  Mr.  Gris- 
wold,  of  ('onnecticut      -  966 

on  other  motions  in  relation  to  the  subject   -  956 

on  agreeing  to  the  resolution     -  1008 

on  the  motion  to  pns^ne  the  consideration 
of  the  report  erf*  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
on  the  cam  1068 

on  agreeing  to  the  report   -      ■      -      -  1066 

on  the  previous  question  on  a  resolution  for  re- 
primanding the  Bbove>named  members     -  1067 

on  a  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
rapwt  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amy  Darden  -  1047 


Yeaa  ami  Nays—  Page. 

on  pos^ning  the  consideraiion  of  the  motion 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  stamp 
act  1080 

oo  agreeing  to  the  motion  -  1083 

OD  an  amendment  to  the  bill  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  -  1 S34 

on  the  bill  aap{dem«)tary  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Judicial  CourUoftho  United  States  1867 

on  poe^poning  consideration  o^  and  on  agree- 
ing to,  the  report  of  a  select  committee^on 
amendments  to  the  rules  of  the  House   '  -  lS9fr 

OB  a  motion  calling  upon  the  President  to 
communicate  to  (he  House  the  despatches 
received  ficom  the  American  Envoyn  at 
Paris  1871 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  supplementaiy 
to  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  har- 
bnsofthe  United  States       •      -  -1408 

on  an  amendment  to  die  UU  for  raiaiiigau  ad- 
ditional corps  of  artilleiy        -      -      -  1485 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  [volectioa  of 
the  trade  of  the  United  Sutes  -      .      -  1631 

on  the  third  reatiingof  the  bill  for  establidiing 
the  Navy  Department    -  1553 

on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  authorizing 
Mr.  Finckn^  to  accept  certain  presenls 
offered  him  by  the  Govnuments  of  Great 
Britain  and  Spain        -  1698 

on  the  reference  of  the  memorial  of  Captain 

Magnien's  grenadier  company  -       -       -  1784 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  raise  a  provisional  army  176B,  1769,1770 

on  the  paasi^  of  the  bill   -  •1773 

on  amendments  to  the  supplanentaiy  bill    -  I960, 

1958 

on  its  passage  -  1964 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  more  efiectual  protection  of  the  com- 
merce and  coasts  of  the  United  States      -  1838 
on  the  third  reading  of  thelMll   •      -      -  1881 
on  its  passage  ------  1884 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  -      -       -      -  3068 

on  the  IhII  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  Republic  of  France  and  the  depen- 
dencies thereof     -  1866 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  supplementary  toll  3179 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
military  establishment   -  1S76 
on  the  bill  for  relating  the  compensation  of 
collectors  and  providing  for  the  moreefiect- 
ual  setUementf^  their  acconnta      -      -  1876 
on  the  motitm  for  committing  the  resolutions 

for  granting  letters  of  marque.  Sec.         -  1890 
on  amendments  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling-houses, 
and  the  enumeration  of  the  slaves  in  the 

United  Sutes  1B98 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  -  -1935 
on  an  amndment  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the 

defence  of  merchant  venda  -  -  -  1916 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1088 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  alien 

enemies  2038 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  enaUe  the 
President  to  negotiate  a  loan  -      -      .  3048 
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Teai  aod  Naya — 

on  sundry  motiona  relative  to  the  bill  for  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upc.n  Uie  United  States  3069, 

2060 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill   ■       .      •      ■  3066 
on  the  refolution  for  requestii  g  the  President 
to  instruct  our  remaining  Envoy  at  Paris, 
(Mr.  Gerry,)  to  continue  the  negotiations 
with  the  French  Directory     -  •  -      -  2086  i 
on  an  amendment  to  the  reaoniUon  ior  incnas- 

ing  the  military  establishment  ■  8093 
•on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  from  (he  Sen-  : 
«le  in  addiUon  to  the  act  for  punishment  of  I 
-certain  crimeaagainBt  <he  United  Stales   -  2113  < 
on  amendments  to  the  bill  -      -        3137,  3138 
on  its  passage  ------  2171  I 

on  the  biU  from  the  Senate  for  the  abrogatioa 
of  the  treaties  between  tho  United  States 

and  France  2127 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  augment  the 
.  army  of  the  United  States      -  3181 
on  the  passage  of  the  hill   -      -      -      -  2183 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  balances  reported  to 

be  dueby  individual  States     -  •  3170 

Ml  the  b^l  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 

capture  of  French  armed  vessels     -      -  S178 
on  the  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  a  bill  allowing  a  bounty  on  the  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  ships  by  armed  ships 
owned  by  American  citizens  -      -      -  3181 

THIRB  SEBSIOK. 

on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  for  the 
general  distribution  tbroogbout  the  United 
States  of  cofnes  of  the  acts  known  as  the 
aliflD  and  sedition  laws  -      -        3463,  2464 

on  agreeing  to  the  origiDal  rasolntion  -      -  2465 

on  a  report  from  the  managers  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  William  Blonnt  •  3485 

on  the  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  penalties  of  the  act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States 
to  persons  usurping  Executive  authority  of 
tbe  Government  -      -      -  3545 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  tbe  ponishment 
(rf*  cOTtain  crimes  therein  ^lecified    2690,  2679, 

2680,  2681 


Yeas  and  Nays —  Paig«< 
on  a  proviso  to  the  bill  -  2699 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  hill  •  -  2648 
on  ila  passage  2721 
on  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 

bankruptcy   2676 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  further  to  suspend 

commercial  intercourio  wi&  France  2789,  2790 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  -  -  -  -  379L 
on  the  amendments  of  the  ijenate  -  -  2828 
on  the  reference  of  a  petition  praying  a  repeal 

of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  -      -      -  S802 
on  the  question  for  referring  to  •  select  com- 
mitteesundry  other  petitions,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  the  said  laws     ....  S906 
OD  a  resolution  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  re- 
peal said  laws       .....  3016 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  stamped 
vellum,  parchment,  &c-         -  3813 
00  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  the  valuation 
of  lands  and  dweUing-bousea«  and  for  the 
enumwatkni  of  slaves  in  the  United  Statas  S810 
on  Soiate  amendmmts  -         -  S974 

on  an  •mrndment  to  the  bit)  for  augmentatiim 

of  the  Navy  ....  3066 
on  the  passage  of  the  Ull  -  S883 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorise  the  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  vessels      -         -  2963 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon,  of 

Vermont  -  8973 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  far  the  better  or- 
ganizing of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  801S 
on  striking  oat  m  much  of  the  sixth  section 
as  leatricta  tbe  em[4oyment  of  voluntesn 
to  the  State  to  whidi  thsy  belong         -  3042 
un  another  amendment  to  the  bUI,  and  on  its 

passage  -  3043,  8044 

on  the  tnird  reading  of  the  IhII  for  augment- 
ing the  salaries  of  certain  Executive  offi- 
cers -  3019 
on  the  bill  for  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation, 
in  cert»n  casea,  io  tbe  President  of  the 
lAiited  Sutaa    -  -  SOSA 
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A.  Pago. 

AduDS,  Jobn  Quincy,  his  totters  to  the  Secretary 

of  State-  -  -  -     3079,  3082 

to  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Afiain  of  the 

Batavian  Republic        -         -         -  30S1 
American  eeameii.  (See  Seamen.) 
A^iortionmeDt  of  direct  taxea,  a  report  on  the 

mltlect  of  -  -  •  -  3594 
Apfiroimalioo^  a  report  on,  for  the  yiar  seventeen 

hundred  and  ninety-nine  -  -  -  3609 
Aimy,  a  report  on  the  organixatioa  (^Uie         -  S614 

B. 

Batanan  Republic,  a  Irtter  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Affiun  of  the,  to  John  Quincy 
Adami  -  .         .  3080 

Bell,  William,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -  864S 
Bills  of  credit,  a  report  on  the  pMitimw  ot  Mindry 

boldenof  ....  3669 
Blount,  William,  hit  tetter  to  Jamee  Carey  -  8lfi2 
Brevet  rank,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  -  -  3630 
Britiah  Minister,  letters  from  th^  to  the  Secretary 

ofState  ....    3136,  3140 
Bullion,  a  rcfwrt  on  the  subject  of  loesee  sustained 
on  a  depoaite  o(  in  uw  Mint  of  the  United 

States   3667 

C. 

Certificates,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  (mtstandiog 

ceitificatei         ...         -  S61S 
a  report  on  sundry  petitions  for  the  renewal  of 
loat  certificates   -  -         -  3661 

Collectors,  a  report  on  the  compensation  of       -  3586 

CtMnmerce,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
de|M!edatiuis  committed  on  Ameiiean  com- 
merce iince  October  1,  1796  -  -  3115 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  relating 
to  measures  for  the  protection  of  commerce  3178 

Contested  elections^  report  on  the  subject  of  evi- 

dence  in  cases  of         -         -         -  8640 

D. 

Debtors  of  the  United  Stales,  a  report  respecting  -  864S 
Uqpredalions  on  commerce.  (See  Commeree,) 
Dei|iatchea(  ftom  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  8386 

to  8410,  and  8417 

Direct  taxes,  a  report  oo  the  apportionment  of  -  3594 
Dutch  Minister,  substance  of  a  conference  with 

the  3618 

B. 

ElUeott,  Andrew,  report  of  his  proceedings  as  Com- 
misai<mer  far  numing  Uie  boundajy  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  end  the  Ftoridaa  -  8097 

correspondence  o^  with  the  Spaniah  authmi- 
ties      -         310S  to  8114,  and3131  to  8192 

extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Uw  Secretary  ot 
State  3130 


Emigrants  from  tho  West  Indies,  documents,  &c, 

on  the  subjecl  of  an  arriTal  of     -  -  3468 

Envoys  to  Franco,  instructions  to  the    -         -  3S24 
message  n<miinattng         ...  3S60 

Evidence.  (See  ConteUed  Ekelwa$.) 

Expenditnrei,  a  leport  on  the  expendituies  ci  the 

Executive  DepartmeBts  -         -         -  3M7 

F. 

Fiance,  doeumenla,  &c.,  on  the  aobject  of  otir  re- 

latimu  with     8277  to  8885,  83S3  to  3410,  and 

34 17  to  3560 

drcniar  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Marine  -  8680 
France  and  Spain,  documents  relating  to  affiirs 

with      ....  8057  to  8094 
French  Executive  Directory,  rej^y  at  the  Presi- 
dent (tf  the,  to  the  valcdicttny  ot  Mr.  Mod- 
ne       -         -         -         -  8078,8847 
the  decree  of  the,  of  March  2,  1 797  -    8076,  SISS 
Prendi  privateer,  documents,  &c.,  on  the  sutgect 
at  outrage!  committed  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleatui,  South  CaroUna.  I9  a         -  3277 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  hts  letter  to  the  President  of  the 

United  States     ....  3469 

ctHTespondence  of,  with  M.  Tallejrnukt      -  3460, 

and  3478  to  3616 

letters  from,  to  the  Secretary  (rf*  State>    3466,  8477 

coirespondence  with  M.  Hwiteval  •  8610 

letter  fron,  to  Raftis  ICng  ...  3618 
Great  Britain,  documents,  dec,  on  the  luliject  of 

onr  relations  with         -         -  3288  to  SS70 

co)>y  ef  an  act  o(  for  canying  into  ^ct  the 
trea^  with  the  United  Sutea  -  8240 

copy  of  an  act  for  regulating  trade  widi  the 
British  posaeesione  in  India  -  3289 

explanatory  article  in  relatiiHi  to  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  and  other  docu- 
mental dee ,  im  the  sniject  of  our  relationa 
with  -  -8411to34l7 
Greeny  Ocneial  N.,  a  npart  on  the  aabgeet  of  in- 
demnity to  the  estate  ot  -  -  -  8649 
Grenville,  Lord,  letter  o(  to  Mr.  Kin^  on  impress 

ment  of  American  seamen         -         -  8816 

letter  of,  to  Mr.  Kine,  on  the  subject  of  the 
explanatory  article  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
with  the  United  Stales   ...  3414 

his  despatches  to  Mr.  Liston         -         -  8416 

I. 

Imports  and  tonnage,  npoit  on  the  collection  of 

the  duties  on      •         -         -  8670 
Imprcasment  of  seamen,  report  on  the  subject  of  -  8294 
abstract  of  communications  from  the  agent  for 

procnring  the  release  of  •         •         •  3297 
other  documents  00  the  sub^  ^  3999 
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lodift,  copy  of  an  act  of  Parliament  for  regulating 

the  trade  with  British  poeeeaeionB  in        -  3239 
a  report  on  the  equalization  of  the  duties  on 
imports  from      -  3607 

losolTOit  laws,  docomenls  in  nlation  to  •  revision 
of  the  Laws  for  the  relief  of  persona  impria* 
oned  for  debt     -         -         -  8646,3646 

bilanial  reraniei,  report  on  the  snbjeet  of         •  8S7T 

Invalid  peaaua^  report  aa  the  nitgect  of        -  366S 

K. 

Kin^  Rofiia,  extracts  from  hia  letters  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State    8083, 8263,  3366, 3809,  8810, 

3811,3417 

letters  to  Lord  Gieaville   8819,8331,  8414,8416 
L.  . 

Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  report  on  the  vmlna- 

tioD  of  -         -         -         -         -  3603 

Loan  Office  and  other  certificates,  report  on  the 

satrjectof         ...         -         .  3612 

Lost  cntificates,  tepott  on  sondiy  petitions  for  the 

renews!  of        -         -         -         -  8661 

M. 

Mesiage,  Oie  Praidmt'i^  on  the  aabject  of  depre* 
dationsoominitted  in  the  harbor  of  Chariee- 
ton  by  a  Frendi  printeer  -  8S77 

endosing  the  instnictionfl  to,  and  dflspatehes 

from,  the  Envoys  at  Paris         -         -  8833 
iwminating  Wm.  VanH  Murray  as  Minister 

to  France         ....  3658 
nomittating  Envoys  Extraordinary,  dec.,  to 
France  -         -         -         -         -  3660 
Mifflin,  Governor,  of  Pennsylraua,  lus  letter  lo 
the  Frendent  in  relatiMi  to  an  arrival  of 
emigrants  from  the  West  Indies  -         -  8468 
Mkt,  a  leport  Avm  the  INieetor  of  Uie  -         ■  8606 
mtiacta  of  his  letters  to  the  sune    •  8078,8074 
Moiuo^  James,  the  n|dy  of  the  President  of  the 

French  IHraetoiy  to  his  valedictory        -  3076 
his  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of 
Stale     -  3163 
Moontfloiene^  Major,  bis  report  to  General  Piock- 

ney       -         -         .         .         -  8066 

O. 

Ootrtanding  certificates,  a  report  on  the  sat^  of  8613 
P. 

FinAnay,  Generd  Charles  C-,  ofSontfa  Carolina, 

his  letter  to  4ie  Secretary  of  State    3058,  3069, 
3073,  3073,  3076,  3093,  3143 

I^ndtney,  Governor,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  his  letter 
to  the  President  on  the  sulgect  of  French 
ontragea  in  the  harbor  of  Cbwrleston       -  8377 

Pofftmaster  General,  his  report  on  the  subject  of 
alterations  pr<q>osed  to  the  Post  Office 
laws     -         .         -         .         _  8671 


Reoeipte  and  ezpenditorea,  a  statement  of  -  8661 
R(pnt<rf'the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  proceedings 

in  ralatioD  to  tiie  Fltmda  boondaiy,  dec.  -  8097 
on  Ae  subject  of  dopnAutioau  on  Anunican 

.  8116 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State— continued.  Page. 

an  additional  report  in  relation  to  the  Florida 
boundary,  occapatioa  of  posts  by  the  Span* 
isb  troops,  Sus.   -  8137 

on  the  cwrespondeiiee  of  Mr.  Ellieott  vitti 
the  Spanish  authorities   -         -         •  8176 

on  the  loesea  received  by  American  citiiena 
since  ^e  treaty  with  west  Britain         •  8386 

on  the  subject  of  impressment  of  American 
seamen  -----  8394 

OD  the  transactioas  between  the  United  States 
and  France  ------  8533 

of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  tfao 
disposition  of  the  bidians  on  the  Weatera 
frontiers      ......  3143 

on  the  sugmentatiMi  of  the  army      -      -  8614 

of  the  Postmaster  General  m  the  Post  Office 

laws  -  3671 

Revenue,  report  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  internal  rev- 
en  oee   8677,8678 

report  on  the  compensation  of  the  officers  cm- 
ployed  in  collecting  tin  doties  on  impost^ 
Stc   8686 

S. 

Seamen,  report  on  impressment  oi    -      -      -  8394 
Secretary  of  State,  hia  letters  to  the  ^>anish  Min- 
ister   -     3087,  3138,  818^  8186,  3199,  3334 
to  tiie  British  Minister  -      -8131,  3139 

from  the  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory -  3139 
to  and  from  Charles  Jackson,  Esq-,  District 

Attorney  of  Gecngia  -  -  -  .  3141 
his  correspoodenoe  with  Mr.  Monroe  8183  to  3173 
instmetions      to  du  Amarkan  Envoja  at 

Paris   8834,  8481 

to  Rufiis  King         .....  8413 

to  Elbridge  Gerry   3464 

Sinking  fund,  report  respecting  the   •       -       -  3667 
%ipwith,  Mr.,  his  tetter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  3538 
letters  from  M.  Talleyrand  to   -      -  3538,  3589 
Spain,  documents,  &c,  on  the  snbjeet  of  relations 

with   .      -      -       •     3007  to  3U5,  3137 
Spain,  Great  Britain,  and  France,  documents, 

Ac.,  in  relation  to  affidn  with      8116  to  8163 
and  3175  to  8388 
^wiidL  Minister,  bis  lettm  to  the  Seeretaiy  of 

State      80S3.  3183,  3183,  8186,  8137,  3164, 
3319,  3320,  3334 

Spirits,  report  on  the  subject  of  the  doties  on  •  3673 
^amp  duties,  a  report  on  &e  sul^ect  of    -      -  8674 

T. 

Taxes,  a  report  on  the  appoctkmnient  of  direct 

taxes  3694 

Treaty.    (See  Great  Britain.) 

Tripoli,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  -  8094 
TuBiB,  a  copy  of  the  trea^  wiA      -      -  -3887 

V. 

Vaughan,  John,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -  -  8667 
VesMla  of  War,  a  report  en  the  eetimale  of  the 

expenses  of  Imildiiig  them     ...  86SS 

W. 

WhiU^  Captain,  Moeee^  a  repoitmithe  peliiiaBaf  S686 
T. 

Tn^  Chevaliat  de.    (See  Spamk  Mtni^.), 
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Agrnls*  an  act  directing  the  appdntment  ia 
relation  to  the  uxth  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britun        -         -         -  3689 

Algiers,  an  act  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a 

Consul  at         -         -  -         -  3701 

Appropriations,  an  act  making  additional,  for  the 

year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-seven  3702 

Arms  and  ammunition,  an  act  to  prohibit,  for  a 

limited  time^  the  exportation  of  -        •  S666 

nccoim  »snoa. 

Afiens^  an  act  cmeeming  -  -  .  8744 
ABea  oiemieii^  wa  act  eoDcmiing  •  -  8753 
Appropriations,  an  act  making  partial,  for  the  year 

Mventeen  hundred  and  ninety-etgfat        -  3703 
an  act  nuduog,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight      -         -         -         -  3711 
an  act  making,  for  the  expenses  of  the  artil- 
lery regiment     -         -         .         -  8751 
an  act  making,  for  the  additional  naral  arma- 
ment    .         -         -         -         .  37fil 
an  act  making  additional,  for  the  eerrice  of 
the  yeai  Mvailaen  hundred  and  ninaty- 
^ht     ...         -         -  8793 
Arms  and  anunuiution,  an  act  to  ctmtinue  the  act 

to  prohit»t  the  exportation  of      -         -  87>1 
Army,  an  act  to  enable  the  President  to  raise  a 

provisional  array    -         -         -         -  3789 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  above  -         -  3743 
an  act  to  ■ugment  ihe  United  State*  Army  -  3785 
AitilleriMs  and  engineers,  an  act  for  raising  an 

ftddilional  regiment  of     -         -         -  87S8 
an  act  makiiig  appropriations  for  the  regi- 
ment    .....  87S1 

THIRD  SXSnOK. 

Accounts  between  the  United  States  and  tiie  indi- 
vidnal  States,  an  act  respecting  the  bal- 
ances reported  to  be  doe  hj  the  individaal 

States   8798 

Appn^iriaUons,  an  act  making,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with 
the  Indians       ....  8800 

an  act  making,  to  defray  tiie  expenaea  of  car^ 
Tying  into  efibct  the  treaties  with  the  lo- 
fiana   8801 

in  act  making,  (or  the  sapport  of  Chnan- 
ment  for  the  year  aeventaeo  hundred  and 
ninety  nine       ....  3931 

an  act  miking,  for  the  sapport  of  the  Naval 
EataUiahDMnt    .        -        .        .  8941 


Page. 

Army,  an  act  giving  eventual  anthori^  to  the  Pre- 
sident to  augment  the  Army       •         -  8988 

Army  and  Navy,  an  act  antboiizbg  the  President 

to  fill  vacaneifla  in  die    -  .  8088 

B. 

SKCOBB  SK8SI0S.  ' 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  for  the  pamsh- 

ment  of  frauds  on  the    -         -         -  8749 

TMiRD  aiasioir. 

Bail,  an  act  [vovidiiv  for  the  seenrity  of,  in  cer- 
tain cases  ....  3938 

Balances,  &c.    (See  Aeeounts.) 

Bills  of  Exchange,  an  act  to  alter  the  stamp  du- 
ties on  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills 
of  lading,  imposed  by  the  act  laying  duties 
on  stamped  vellam,  &c-  ...  8808 

Boon  Island,  (Maine,)  an  act  for  the  erection  of 

a  beae<m  on      -         -         -        •  8939 

C. 

FIRST  SXBSIOH. 

Congress,  an  act  to  ascertain  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
fore passed        ....  3692 

SBCOVD  Rsnoa. 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  refugees  from  ...  37I8 

Cannon,  &c.,  an  act  to  enable  the  President  to 

procure  cannon,  ammnnitioo,  &c  -  3788 

Claims  against  the  United  States,  an  act  limiting 
the  time  within  which  claims  for  credits 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasoiy  may  be  pte- 
sented  for  allowance      -  -  8767 

Clerks,  an  act  to  revive  and  continue  the  act  re- 
specting the  compensation  of     -         -  87S8 

Collector^  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  die  eomjien- 
sadon     persons  employed  in  collecting 
the  dutiee  on  imports  end  tonnage,  and  to 
insore  more  efTectually  the  settiement  of 
th^  accounts     -  3770 

Commerce  of  tiie  United  States,  an  act  for  die 

more  e&ctual  protection  of  the  -  -  3733 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  above  -  -  8750 
an  act  further  to  protect  the  -         ■>  8764 

Consols,  an  act  authorising  an  expenditare  and 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  reimbnne- 
ment  of  mcmeys  advanced  by  Oonrala  in 
certain  cases      ....  3731 

Contested  election^  an  act  to  prescribe  the  mode 

of  taking  evidence  in  eases  of     -         -  3704 

Crimes  against  the  United  Stalei^  an  act  for  the 

punishment  of  ....  8776 
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TfliBD  imiov. 

ClntUt  an  act  to  rotate  and  fix  the  com  pen  aa- 

tion  (tf  -  -         -  3939 

GoUectora,  tn  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
officers  emplf^ed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  -  3909 

Crimes,  an  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain,  there- 
in specified       -         .         -         .  379s 

D. 

riKST  susioir. 
Duties,  an  set  Iqrmg  additional  dhtiesmi  atU     -  S701 

BECOBD  SBSBIOK. 

Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persona  imprisoned 

for  debts  due  the  United  Stales   -         -  3733 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  itnprisoned  for  debt    -         •  3734 

Despatches,  a  jmnt  FMolation  for  printing  and  dis- 
tribatiog  gratnitoosly  a  oertaia  nnniber  of 
eopiea  wthe  inslracticns  to  and  despatebes 
from  the  Edtots  at  Paris  -  3794 

Dinc(  tax.    (8m  Tfaaxs. ) 

Dudes,  an  act  to  postpone  the  commencement  of 
liw  datles  imposed  by  the  act  laying  a 
du^  on  stamped  vellum,  Sk~  -  3703 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties 

on  distilled  ^irits  and  on  stills  -  -  3707 
an  act  to  continue  for  a  limited  time  pert  of 
an  act  making  further  promion  forcollect- 
ing  the  dotiss  on  diiiilled  s^t%  stills, 
and  on  wines  and  teas  -  -  -  3717 
an  act  to  suspend,  for  a  further  time,  the  du- 
ties  on  the  manuftcture  of  snu^  and  the 
drawbadu  on  the  exptwtation  tbmof      -  3790 

rniED  aiSBKHT. 

DistUlers  of  Genera,  an  act  respecting  -  •  3929 
Doclu,  an  act  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  -  38 05 
Dotiea,  an  act  to  relate  the  collection  of  the  du* 

tin  on  imporia  and  tonnage       -        -  38tS 

E. 

tIRST  SCBSIOIT. 

Ezpiiing  laws,  an  act  to  continue  sundry  -  3693 

SKCOVD  BISBlon. 

Evidence.    (See  Contated  Ekeliona.) 

TBIHU  SKBBIOBT. 

Executive  authority,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of 
penons  nsoiping  the  Executive  authority  of 
the  Govenuoent.    (See  CrimtM.) 

ExeculiTe  t^oets,  ao  act  to  augment  the  salaiisa 

ofoertaia  ....  8989 

F; 

aicOBV  aissiov. 
Foreign  coins,  an  set  supplementary  to  the  act  for 

the  legulation  of  -  -  -  3707 
Fnmgn  intercourse,  an  act  providing  the  means  of  3710 
Fcanoe,  an  set  to  suspend  commenual  intercourse 

with,  and  the  dependencies  thereof         -  3787 
an  act  to  amend  said  act     -  -  3794 

an  aetfiK  abrogation  irf" the tiaatiea  with      -  8764 


THinn  sRssiox. 

Frsnce,  an  act  further  to  sospMid  commercial  inlar- 

couTsewith       ....  37K 

French  citizene,  an  act  concerning  such  as  have 
been,  or  may  be,  captured  and  brought  into 
&e  United  States  -  -         -  9M 

Frontiers,  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourss 
with  tlie  Indians  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers  -        •  S95t 

G. 

BKCOHO  SBSSIOH. 

Oallejn^  an  act  to  aulhorite  the  President  t->  purchase 
or  build  a  number  of  small  veaads  to  be 
equipped  as  galleys  •         -  37S7 

an  act  to  amend  said  act     -  -         -  S743 

Gay  Head,  MicBachuBetts,  an  act  to  tutbonxe  the 

erection  of  a  light-house  on  •         -  STM 

Georgia,  an  act  for  ao  amicable  settlement  of  limiti 
with  and  to  establish  a  government  in  the 
Missisappi  Territoiy      -  .         .  S719 

Gloucester,  Massaclmsetts^  an  act  to  establish  an 

annual  salary  for  the  surveyor  of  the  post  of  3771 

TNIBD  SKSBieil. 

Geneva,  an  act  r^iecting  the  distiUeri  of  -         -  S8N 
H. 

TKiRB  saastoK. 

Health  laws,  an  act  respecting  qnaiantine  and 

health  laws       -  -         •  88tt 

I. 


SKCOHD  SKSSIOIT. 

Indians,  an  act  making  approfHietions  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  hoUUng  atica^  or  tnatiaawilh 
the       .         -         -         -  '9nt 
Insolvent  laws,  an  act  fbr  rdirf  of  persons  impris- 
oned for  debta  due  the  United  States        -  tTU 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  relief  of 
jperBons  imprisoned  for  debt        -         -  STM 
Instructions.    (See  Deapat^tt.) 

TBiBD  sassios. 
Impost  and  tonnage,  an  act  to  regulate  the  coUec- 

tioa  of  the  duties  on      -         -  S81> 

an  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of  offioen  

employed  in  collecting  Uw  duties  on        -  SM 
Indians,  an  act  making  qipropriations  to  dc&ay  tbs 
eipenses  of  hoMtng  a  treaty  or  treatiea  with 
the       -  -  W 

an  act  making  ai^opnationa  to  defiay  tbeex- 
pettsss  carrying  into  eflbetoertain  treatiss 
^the  -         -         -  -3MI 

in  art  to  rMnlale  trade  and  iuteicouree  with 
the       ?        -         -         -  -MM 


J. 

SECOHB  BBSSIO!T. 

Judiciary,  an  act  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courta  of  the  Uaited 
States  Wl 

TBIBB  BISiaOB. 

Journals  of  Cougresa,  joint  resolution  anthoriziBg 
a  subscription  for  400  oopieaof  FMwdl's 
edition  of  the   •  -         -         -  W< 
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Judieiaryj  an  act  providiog  compensation  for  the 
marahalB,  attorneys,  jnron,  &c.»  of  the 
court*  of  the  United  States  and  far  other 
purpoaea  ....  3808 

L. 

FIRST  siasiox. 
Loan,  an  Kt  anth<Hiziiig  a       -        -        -  3703 

SKOOSS  SESSIOS. 

Lands,  an  act  authorizing  a  grant  of  to  8.  Monot 

and  other",  inhal»tanu  of  Galli(q»lit      -  8746 
Lands  tod  dneUii^-boineSf  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
TslnatioD       and  fur  the  enumeration  of 
abvea  in  the  United  States  -         -         •  3707 
Light-boases,  dec.,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a 
light  bouae  and  placing  buoys  at  certain 
places  therein  mentioned  -  3709 
an  act  for  erecting  a  ligbt-hoose  and  placing 
buoys  anJ  stakes  at  places  therein  men- 
tioned  -  3724 
an  act  for  erecting  a  light-boose  on  Gay 
Heed,  in  Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass.        -  3789 
Loan,  an  act  aathorizing  a  loan  for  the  use  of  the 

City  of  Washington       -  3732 
an  a^  to  enable  the  President  to  borrow 

money  for  the  public  service       -         -  3769 
an  act  anthorizing  the  Preudent  to  obtain  a 
loan  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax  -  3791 

Loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  &e., 

an  act  respecting  ...  3784 

TH1>&  SKBSIOV. 

Lands,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  regulating  grants 
cX,  fat  military  services,  and  for  the  Society 
of  United  Brethren         -  -  -  3932 

an  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
and  for  granting  a  pre-emption  to  certain 
purchasers  and  settlers    -  3937 

Lands  anddwelling-houses,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
for  the  valuation  o^  and  for  enumeration 
of  the  slaves  in  the  United  States  .  881 1 

Lawsoftfw  United  States^  an  act  m  addition  to  die 

act  tat  nxm  general  promolgaUoa  of  the  -  8938 

Lii^t-honses,  &e.,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a  bea< 

con  on  Boon  Idand,  Maine        -  .  3939 

M. 

FIRST  ■BBSIOH. 

Mileage,  an  act  allowing  fnll  mileage  to  members 

of  bodi  Houses  -  -         -         .  3701 

Mifitia,  an  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  3687 

SICOKS  SKSSfOR. 

Marine  corp^  an  act  fiw  orgaaizing  and  establish- 
ing a     -         -  -  8774 
Maryland,  an  act  declaring  assent  of  Congress  lo 

an  act  of  tins  t'tate  respecting  the  apptnnt- 
ment  of  an  health  officer  -         -         -  3716 

Massachusetts,  an  act  declaring  assent  of  Congress 

to  an  act  of  this  State     •         -         -  3716 

Merchant  vessels,  an  act  to  authorize  the  defence 

of^  against  French  depredations     -         -  3747 

Militaiy  Establishment,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  to 
amend  tod  iqpeal  in  part  tiie  act  to  aacer- 
taineodflzdM  .         -         .         .  8788 


Military  Establishment — continued.  Page. 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  -         -  3736 
Militia,  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  detach- 
ment of,  for  servioea  in  the  expedition  un- 
der Major  Ore     -         -         -         -  3727 
an  act  providing  anna  for  the  -  -  3762 

MissiasipiH  Territory,  an  act  establishing  a  govern- 
ment in  the       -         -         -         -  3719 
Monot,  Stephen,  and  others.    (See  Land*. ) 

THIRD  aXBBIOW. 

Marine  corps,  an  act  to  anthorize  an  augmentation 

of  the  -         -         -         -         -  8938 
Medical  Establishment,  an  act  to  i^cnlate  the      -  89S9 

N. 

FIBST  BISSIOIT. 

Naval  armament,  an  act  providing  a        -  -  3669 

North  Cartriioa,  an  act  for  reviving  and  eontino- 
ing  suits  and  (Hoeesaes  in  the  Circuit  Coott 
intheStete        ....  8692 


SBCOSD  SBSSIOir. 

Naturalization,  an  act  supplementary  to  and  to 

amendtheactestablishingan  uniform  rule  of  3789 
Naval  armament,  an  act  making  an  additional  ap 

propriation  for  the  support  of  a     -  -  3717 

an  act  to  pro'ide  an  additional  armament  for 

the  protection  (tf  the  trade  of  the  U.  States  37SS 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  above  -  8761 
an  act  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  a  naval  - 

armament         ...         -  3748 
an  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
additional  naval  armament  -  ■  3791 

Navy  Department,  an  act  establishing  the         -  3724 

THIRD  aaSBIOH. 

Navy,  an  act  fixing  the  pay     captaiiui  and  com- 

mandeisof  shipa  of  vrar  of  the  United  Sutea  8801 
an  act  for  the  government  of  the  navy        -  8914 
an  act  for  the  angmentation  of  the  navy      .  3S04 
an  act  "^fc'"g  appro{wiations  for  the  naval  es- 
tablishment      -  8941 

O. 

BBCOIID  SKS810S' 

Oadu^  an  act  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  irther 

persons  to  admioiatw  oaths         -         -  3736 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  an  act  for  the  erec- 

Uon  <rf  a  li^t-house  at   -         -         -  3724 

P. 

rtBBT  SIBSIOK 

Ports  and  harbors,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  further 

defence  of  .  .  -  -  8687 

Privateering,  an  act  for  the  prevention  of,  against 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  or 
against  the  property  of  Amwican  dtizeoa  -  3686 

SBCOND  SBSSIOH. 

Penaoners,  an  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 

to  [dace  certain  persons  on  the  pension  list  3707 

Ports  and  harbors,  an  act  supplementaty  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  further  defence  of       -  8736 

Post  Office,  dec.,  an  act  lo  continoe  the  Stb  sec- 
tion of  the  act  in  additioa  to  the  act  for 
establishment  of  the       -         -  -8717 


Digitized  by  Google 


CXIX 


INDEX. 

Appendir — Public  Acts. 


cn 


Page. 

Piovirional  Am;,  an  act  to  ouble  the  Prendoit 

to  raioe  a  .         -         -         .  8729 

an  Mt  mipplemenlaiy  to  said  act     -         -  8748 

THIRB  SKafltOJr. 

Post  Office,  an  act  to  establish  the  -  -  8943 
Pnndent  of  the  United  Stales,  an  act  to  vest  in 

him  the  pown  of  iBtaliatioa  in  certain  caaea  8966 

Q. 

THIRD  SISBIOir. 

Qnatantia^  an  act  respecting  quarantine  and  health 

laws      -  3808 

R. 

SKGORD  SES8I0S. 

Refugees,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from 

Canada  and  Nora  Scotia  -         -  3718 

Rerence.    (8«e  CoUedora.) 

Revenue  cotters,  an  act  to  eontiniw  part  of  an  a<d 
'  reapecting  the  compensation  of  the  oflftcen 
and  mariners  of  •  -         -         •  87S8 

TBIRD  BlBStOIT. 

Retaliation,  an  act  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation 

in  the  President,  in  certain  cases  -         -  3965 

8. 

piRST  asBsioir. 

Salt.    (See  Duties.) 

&aips  and  veisels,  an  act  concerning  the  re^ster- 

ing  and  recording  of      -         -         -  S6B8 

Stock,  an  act  to  cootiniie  the  act  anthoriung  the 

transfer  of  certain  stock  -  -  8700 

eZCOVD  818BIOH. 

Seamen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  «ck  and  disahled  -  3787 
Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  an  act  extending  the  frank* 

iog  privilege  to  tlie        -         -         -  8743 
Sedhion.    (See  Crimet.) 

Slaves,  an  act  to  provide  Ibr  the  enumeration  of 

the  slaves  in  the  United  States    -         -  87ST 
Snuff.    (See  Duties.) 
Spirits.    (See  Duties.) 

Stamp  duties,  an  act  to  postpone  the  commence- 
ment of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  stamped  velinm,  dec.  -  8703 
an  act  u>  amend  the  act  laying  a  du^  on 
atanqied  vaUam,  dec,      ...  871S 

TRtBB  StSStOK. 

Salaries,  an  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the  sala- 

riea  of  colain  Ezecnrive  and  other  officers  8939 


P«g& 

Seamen,  an  act  to  authorize  the  reimbursement  of 
moneys  advanced  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
destitute  seamen  in  foreign  countries       -  3799 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  tiS 

sick  and  diaabled  seamen  -         -  -  8918 

an  act  to  revive  and  continue  parta  of  the  act 
for  the  relief  and  protection  of  seamen      -  M4I 

Society  of  United  Brethren.    (See  Lands. ) 

Stamp  duties,  an  act  to  alter  the  stamp  dutiea  on 
foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  Ulls  of  lading 
imposed  by  the  act  laying  a  dn^  on  stamp- 
ed vellum,  and  to  amend  the  said  act 

T. 

SXCORD  SXSBIOV. 

Taxes,  an  act  to  hy  and  collect  a  direct  lax  -  3777 
Trade  of  the  United  8tate%  an  act  to  [Mtivide  for 

the  further  protection  of  the        -  -  3788 

an  act  supplementary  to  said  act     -  -  8751 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Deportments,  an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  these  Depart- 
ments   .....  879S 

TBlRD  BKSBIOIT. 

Tennessee,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  for  giving  efieet 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  this 
State   8800 

Timber,  an  act  to  authorize  &e  purchase  <i£,  for 

naval  purposes   -         -         -         -  3805 

Tnx^  of  the  United  Stales,  an  ict  fbr  the  better 

orgsnixatiou  of  -         -         -         -  8988 

U. 

THIRD  SBSSfOir. 

Usurpationof  Executiveautbori^.  {Sw  Crimes.) 
V. 


Vessel^  noall. 


aBcffira  aiaaioH. 

(See  Oalleyt.) 


miRD  siaiiinT. 
Vermont,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  hiridiDg  the 

district  court  in  this  State  -         -  3811 

Vessels  of  war,  an  act  fixing  the  pay  of  eqilHns 

and  commanders  of       ...  8801 

W. 

BSCOHD  ssauoiv. 
Washington  Ci^,  an  actauthorinng  a  loan  for  the 

use  of   -         -  -         .  8718 

Widonn  and  (Mc^iaiu^  an  act  making  proviaioa  for 

certain  -----  3709 
Williami^  Elic^  an  act  authorixing  ttie  grant  and 

conveyance  of  a  certain  lot  of  grtmnd  to  .  8749 
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